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Come  celebrate 
the  past  and  be  a 

part  of  the  future 

by  Elizabeth  Davenport 

Delegates  have  been  elected,  rooms  blocked  and  buses 
reserved — the  1 1 3th  annual  convention  of  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina  is  rapidly  approaching.  Once  again  the  Episcopalians 
in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  will  gather  to  share,  to  worship, 
to  work,  and  yes,  to  play. 

The  1 13th  annual  convention  will  be  held  in  Wilmington 
from  Thursday,  February  1 5  to  Saturday,  February  1 7.  The 
convention  will  utilize  the  Hilton  and  the  Coastline  Inn  for 
meeting  rooms.  While  worship  services  will  be  held  at  St. 
James'  and  St.  Paul's  churches,  the  entire  Lower  Cape  Fear 
deanery  has  come  together  to  host  the  event.  The  local 
committee  is  excited  to  see  its  efforts  come  to  fruition  and 
encourages  you  to  join  in  their  enthusiasm. 

This  pre-convention  issue  of  Cross  Current  seeks  to 
prepare  all  the  members  of  the  diocese,  whether  they  plan  to 
attend  convention  or  not,  for  the  events  and  issues  of  the 
convention.  This  paper  seeks  to  address  the  issues,  explain  the 
procedures,  and  identify  the  goals  of  the  1 13th  Annual  Diocesan 
Convention. 


Convention  theme 

The  1996  convention  theme.  Celebrating  Our  Past, 
Discerning  Our  Future,  invites  you  to  join  in  celebrating  the 
seventeen  years  of  Bishop  Sanders*  ministry  among  us.  There 
are  numerous  reasons  to  rejoice — new  ministries,  church 
growth,  and  strengthened  fellowship,  to  name  a  few. 

The  theme  also  invites  you  to  play  a  part  in  the  future  of 
the  diocese.  To  discern  means  to  be  able  to  distinguish 
mentally  the  value  and  essence  of  an  idea.  The  Church  today 
faces  many  difficult  and  challenging  questions.  How  will  the 
Church  change  and  adapt  to  the  challenges  of  the  future? 

This  question  will  be  addressed  by  the  guest  speaker,  the 
Reverend  Canon  Ben  E.  Helmer,  President  of  the  Board  of  New 
Direction  Ministries  and  Canon  Missioner  in  charge  of  North 
East  Regional  Ministry.  Diocese  of  Western  Missouri,  on 
Friday  of  the  convention.  Following  his  address,  facilitators 
trained  by  Helmer,  will  lead  small-group  discussions.  (Attend- 
ees should  check  the  number  on  their  convention  nametag;  it 
will  indicate  which  discussion  group  to  join.) 

Your  questions  and  thoughts  may  play  a  vital  role  in  the  discernment  of  our  future.  All 
members  of  the  diocese  are  invited  to  attend  the  convention  as  a  guest  or  to  share  your  thoughts 
with  a  convention  delegate.  Anyone  planning  to  attend  the  convention  or  who  wishes  to  offer 
additional  input  is  encouraged  to  attend  your  January  deanery  meeting.  (See  the  diocesan 
calendar  on  page  16  for  dates.)  Members  of  the  diocesan  staff  will  attend  these  meetings  to 
discuss  the  convention  schedule  of  events  and  procedures,  as  well  as  the  legislative  process. 

New  twists  to  convention  schedule 

Whether  you  are  an  "old  hat"  or  a  "first-timer,"  the  1996  convention  offers  several  new 
items  on  the  schedule.  Perhaps  most  notable  is  the  convention  orientation  offered  at  4:00  p.m.  on 
Thursday,  February  15.  The  orientation  will  give  new  delegates  an  idea  of  what  to  expect  from 
convention  and  w  ill  help  "seasoned"  delegates  make  sense  out  of  things  like  parliamentary 
procedure,  hearings,  etc. 

There  will  be  plenty  of  opportunities  for  social  gatherings  at  the  convention.  The  Hilton  will 
have  social  hours  with  a  cash  bar  on  Thursday  at  5:00  p.m.  and  on  Friday  at  7:30  p.m..  Alcohol- 
ics Anonymous  will  hold  meetings  during  these  same  times  in  Boardroom  B  of  the  Hilton.  A 
reception  will  be  held  following  the  opening  Holy  Eucharist  at  St.  James'  on  Thursday  evenings. 

The  culminating  social  event,  Friday  night's  dinner,  promises  to  be  spectacular.  Jane 
Martin,  chair  of  the  local  convention  committee  explains,  "The  banquet  will  be  a  sit-down  dinner 
for  everyone  registered.  Afterwards  we  will  dance  to  music  of  Bob  Russell's  big  band  era 
quartet."  The  committee  also  has  a  few  surprises  in  store  for  the  evening. 


Pre-Convention 
1996 


The  Schedule  of  Events 
The  113th  Annual  Convention 
of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 

February  15-17 
Wilmington  Hilton 
Wilmington,  North  Carolina 


Theme:  "Celebrating  Our  Past,  Discerning  Our  Future' 


Thursday.  February  15 

1:00  -  7:30  p.m. 
3:00-4:00  p.m. 
4:00  -  5:00  p.m. 
5:00  -  6:00  p.m. 
7:15  p.m. 
8:00  -  9:15  p.m. 
9:30  p.m. 
9:30-  10:30  p.m. 

Friday.  February  16 

6:30  -  8:00  a.m. 

8:30  a.m. 
9:00  a.m. 
11:30  -  12:30  p.m. 

12:30 -2:00  p.m. 
2:00  -  3:00  p.m. 
3:15-4:30  p.m. 
4:30  -  5:30  p.m. 
5:30  p.m. 
6:00  -  6:30  p.m. 

7:30  p.m. 
8:00  p.m. 

Saturday.  February  17 

6:30  -  8:00  a.m. 
8:30  a.m. 
9:00  a.m. 
12:00  p.m. 
12:30  p.m. 


Registration,  Upper  Lobby,  Hilton 

Small  Group  Leader  Orientation 

Convention  Orientation 

Welcoming  Social,  Lower  Lobby  (cash  bar) 

First  bus  from  Hilton  to  St.  James'  for  opening  worship  service 

Festival  Celebration  of  the  Holy  Eucharist  at  St.  James' 

Reception,  St.  James'  Parish  Hall 

Buses  return  to  Hilton 


**  Convention  Breakfast  included  in  room  rate  at  Coastline  Inn, 
not  included  at  Hiltonr 

Convention  begins  with  Morning  Prayer,  Hilton 

Legislative  Session,  Hilton 

Noon  Day  Prayer,  Keynote  Speaker, 

The  Rev.  Canon  Ben  Helmer 

Lunch  at  St.  James1  (buses  from  Hilton) 

The  Reverend  Ben  Helmer,  Small  Group  Discussion 

Full  Convention  reconvenes 

Hearings 

Vans  leave  from  Hilton  for  St.  Paul's 
Choral  Evensong  -  St.  Paul's 
(Transportation  available  from  Hilton) 
Social,  Lower  Lobby  of  Hilton  (cash  bar) 
Banquet  -  Dinner  &  Dancing, 
Music  by  The  Bob  Russell  Quartet 


** Breakfast  available 
Liturgy  of  the  Word 
Legislative  Session 
Liturgy  of  the  Table 
Adjourn 


The  legislative  side 

This  year  the  convention  will  officially  begin 
at  8:30  a.m.  on  Friday  morning  with  Morning 
Prayer.  Unlike  past  years,  when  an  optional 
Eucharist  was  offered  on  Friday  morning  in  a 
separate  meeting  room.  Morning  Prayer  will  be 
held  in  the  main  convention  room  for  all 
convention  attendees. 

Pat  Howe,  Diocesan  Convention  Chair,  says, 
"A  change  was  made  this  year  because  of  the 
Convention  theme.  It  is  important  to  worship 
together  w  ith  the  entire  corporate  body  of  the 
convention." 

"We  need  to  be  one  as  the  body  of  Christ 
before  we  begin  to  address  diocesan  business," 
she  continues.  The  convention  committee  made 
the  change  because  they  feel  a  prayerful  environ- 
ment is  the  best  way  to  begin  the  work  of 
carrying  out  God's  will  in  our  diocese. 

The  convention  "work"  or  the  business  of 
the  diocese,  occurs  in  several  arenas.  During  the 
legislative  sessions  reports  are  given  by  various 
departments  and  diocesan  ministries;  elections  are 
held  for  General  Convention  deputies  and 
diocesan  offices,  such  as  standing  committee, 
trustees  of  the  diocese,  executive  council;  the 
diocesan  budget  is  approved;  and  resolutions  are 
voted  upon. 


An  opportunity  for  discussion  of  resolutions  and  the 
diocesan  budget  is  provided  during  hearings  on  Friday 
afternoon  from  4:30  to  5:30  p.m.  .  The  hearings  provide 
time  for  an  in-depth  discussion  of  resolution  topics  or 
budget  issues.  Delegates  and  other  convention  attendees 
are  encouraged  to  use  this  time  to  raise  questions  and 
voice  concerns.  The  hearings  are  a  time  for  dialogue,  and 
can  often  help  shorten  debate  on  the  conv  ention  floor. 

Be  a  gossip 

While  the  diocesan  convention  will  take  place  in 
Wilmington  between  February  15-17,  the  main  work  of 
convention  occurs  once  delegates  and  other  convention 
attendees  return  to  their  home  churches. 

According  to  my  parish  priest,  the  Reverend  Charles 
Gill,  the  word  gossip  originated  from  the  word  God-Sib, 
an  idea  found  in  the  Service  of  Holy  Baptism.  "By 
example  and  by  witness,  the  Godparent  is  considered  to 
be  a  God-Sibling,  a  brother  or  sister  in  Christ,"  explains 
Gill.  In  the  service  of  Baptism,  a  Godparent  takes  vows 
that  he  or  she  w  ill  tell  the  story  of  faith  to  the  newly 
baptized,  hence  he  or  she  will  gossip. 

Join  your  brothers  and  sisters  in  East  Carolina — be  a 
God-Sib;  attend  your  pre-convention  deanery  meeting; 
come  to  convention;  talk  to  delegates  before  they  go  and 
once  they  return;  help  tell  the  story;  celebrate  the  past; 
and  discern  the  future. 
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My  Dear  Sisters  and  Brothers  in 
Christ: 

It's  a  few  short  days  after  Christmas,  and  I 
want  to  write  about  sunshine  and  birds  singing 
and  new  babies  and  joy  and  peace  and  love.  I 
don't  want  to  think  about  deformed  babies  or 
Bosnia  or  Nigeria  or  the  Sudan.  I  want  to  visu- 
alize happy,  healthy,  well-fed,  dearly  loved 
childen.  I  don't  want  to  think  about  refugee 
children  or  malnourished  children  or  children 
bald  from  the  results  of  chemotherapy.  I  want 
the  world  I  live  in  to  be  "just  right",  not  full  of 
pain  and  suffering  and  tragedy  and  death.  I 
want  everyone  to  be  well  and  healthy  and 
happy,  including  me. 

What  is  real;  happiness  and  victory  or  unre- 
lieved tragedy  and  pain?  Both.  What  is  real;  a 
stable,  a  cross,  or  an  empty  tomb?  All  three.  We 
can  all  be  assured  that  in  this  life  we  will  know 
both  the  height  and  depth  of  what  it  means  to  be 
human.  We  will  know  the  joy  and  the  tragedy 
of  being  alive. 
These  poor  words  will  be  read  by  some  folks  whose 
lives  are  in  a  real  good  place  right  now.  These  words  will 
be  read  by  some  folks  who  are  suffering  incredible  pain. 
The  pain  may  be  physical  or  emotional.  It  may  be  the 
pain  of  sudden  tragedy,  or  chronic  mind-numbing  fatigue. 

Let  me  say  a  word  to  you.  Do  not  try  to  minimize  your 
pain.  Do  not  attempt  to  escape  it,  explain  it  away,  or  run 
from  it.  It  is  a  real  part  of  your  life.  When  we  lose  some- 
one we  love,  we  have  a  responsibility  to  ourselves  to 
grieve.  But  we  also  have  a  responsibility  to  look  for  our 
Saviour  in  the  midst  of  our  grief  and  pain.  If  we  cannot 
find  him  there,  we  need  to  talk  to  someone  who  can  help 
us  discern  His  presence. 

The  Bible  does  not  tell  us  that  being  Christian  will 
protect  us  from,  or  even  lessen  our  grief  and  pain.  It  does 
tell  us  that  God  in  Christ  will  be  with  us  in  its  midst  and 
that  grief  and  pain  will  never  ever  have  the  final  word. 

I  am  sorry  you  are  hurting.  I  ask  you  to  trust  in  the 
unfathomable  richness  of  God's 
love.  You  will  never  ever  be  fur- 
ther than  it  can  reach.  Thanks  be  to 
God.  May  God  have  mercy  upon 
our  pain.  Thanks  be  to  God. 


/J 


The  deanery  of  the 
Lower  Cape  J7 ear 

invites  you  for 
dinner  and  dancing 
Friday,  February  16 
at  eight  o'ctocf^ 
^Tfie  Oiitton 
Wdmington,  9{prth  Carotina 


admission  with  nametag 
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Bishop:  The  Right  Reverend  B.  Sidney  Sanders 
Editor:  Alicia  Alford 

Cross  Current's  purpose  is  to  communicate  how  we  are  keeping 
the  Cross  current  in  our  daily  lives  and  in  the  ministries  of  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina. 

To  contribute  material  or  ideas  contact  the  editor  at  1119 
Hendricks  Ave.,  Jacksonville,  NC  28540,  (910)  938-1017.  Fax 
(910)  938-3415. 
Next  Deadline:  February  23 

Subscriptions  &  Contributions:  Every  household  with  mem- 
bers of  an  Episcopal  Church  in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 
should  receive  a  Cross  Current  free  of  charge.  Cross  Current  is 
sent  to  households  outside  the  diocese  upon  request.  Cross 
Current  does  accept  contributions  to  help  cover  printing  and 
mailing  costs.  These  may  be  sent  to  The  Diocese  of  East  Caro- 
lina, P.O.  Box  1336,  Kinston,  NC  28503. 

Change  of  address  should  be  sent  to  Cross  Current,  1119 
Hendricks  Ave.,  Jacksonville,  NC  28540.  Please  note  the  name 
of  your  church  with  the  address  change  and  include  the  mailing 
label  or  the  c.c.#  on  the  label. 
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An  interview  with  Bishop  Sanders  on  the  eve 
of  the  election  of  a  coadjutor 


by  Katerina  K  Whitley 


Trinity  Center  dedication.  July  1986. 


He  came  to  the 
Diocese  of  East 
Carolina  in  1979  as 
^^fc^^^        the  bishop 

■^^^fc       coadjutor,  a  man 
^J^A  with  a  sweet  smile, 

|^0^^^^^       his  head  slightly 
bent  forward  as  he 
j^^bk       walked  back  and 
^^^^A      forth,  back  and 
^L^^V    J  in 
^^^^  cloud  of  smoke 

lingering  to  him  in 
those  days.  We  fell 
in  love  with  B. 

Sidney  Sanders  immediately,  especially  after 
hearing  him  speak  from  the  pulpit  with  an 
intimacy  and  directness  that  left  us  breathless: 
the  man  was  speaking  to  each  one  of  us  privately  and  yet,  there  he 
was,  addressing  the  whole  congregation.  The  strange,  quivering 
quality  of  his  voice  gave  a  special  warmth  and  tenor  to  his  words. 

His  affection  for  the  diocesan,  Bishop  Hunley  Elebash,  was 
obvious,  and  that  helped  the  diocese  heal  when  Bishop  Elebash's 
heart  condition  became  known.  The  people  of  the  diocese  knew 
they  were  in  good  hands  with  Bishop  Sanders. 

And  then  the  news  hit  hard.  Bishop  Sanders  was  suffering 
from  throat  cancer.  Long  weeks  of  misery  followed  for  him,  weeks 
of  silence  when  he  could  not  use  his  voice  box,  a  discipline  which 
must  have  changed  him  in  ways  that  only  he  knows. 

In  1983  he  was  consecrated  diocesan,  Bishop  of  East  Carolina, 
and  his  imprint  was  felt  immediately.  His  vision  for  Trinity  Center 
altered  the  face  of  the  diocese.  When  the  three  small  camps  of  the 
diocese  were  closed,  many  were  hurt  and  complained,  but  he  never 
waivered  from  that  vision;  now,  there  is  not  a  soul,  both  in  the 
diocese  and  outside,  that  does  not  mention  the  place  as  the  "the 
finest  camp  and  conference  center"  anywhere. 

Yet,  when  asked  if  he  considers  this  his  greatest  accomplish- 
ment in  the  past  1 3  years  he  says  without  hesitation,  "No.  The 
number  one  accomplishment  is  our  growth  in  Servant  Ministries." 

He  singles  out  the  ministry  to  farmworkers  in  Newton  Grove 
and  beyond,  the  Shepherd's  Staff  in  Belhaven,  the  refugee  resettle- 


ment work  taking  place  in  East 
Carolina,  the  work  of  San  Mateo 
parish  in  Bath,  and  Good  Shepherd 
ministries  in  Wilmington. 

"Everyone  of  these  minis- 
tries," he  says,  "has  a  human  face 
connected  with  it:  Amy  Trester  and 
now  Holly  Christofferson,  Jud 
Mayfield,  Susan  Hasson  and  her 
predecessors,  Gary  Fulton  and  Ton 
Whiteside." 

He  rates  Youth  Ministry  next 
in  line  of  accomplishments.  "Any 
young  person  who  goes  through 
our  camping  program,  Happening,  New  Beginnings  will  be  a 
completely  different  person."  He  adds  that  the  young  people 
continue  to  group  together  after  high  school,  that  they  make 
friendships  that  last.  "I  am  probably  proudest  of  the  fact  that  young 
people  know  me  and  I  know  them,"  he  says,  crediting  Carol  Taylor 
for  her  work  with  them. 

Trinity  Center  is  next,  "probably  the  heart  and  soul  of  the 
diocese."  He  is  looking  forward  to  the  1  Oth  anniversary  of  the 
creation  of  the  center,  this  coming  summer. 

Was  the  tone  he  set  for  the  diocese  accidental,  a  result  of  his 
personality  and  character  or  purposeful? 

"Most  definitely  purposeful,"  he  answers.  "I  wanted  a  diocese 
that  offered  Christian  hospitality,  welcome,  and  affirmation  of 
people's  gifts.  Fortunately,  I  was  able  to  do  that  personally  and  with 
the  support  of  my  staff  whom  I  credit  for  that  tone."  He  adds  a 
sentence  that  has  become  characteristic  of  his  attitude  as  bishop.  "I 
wanted  to  show  that  it  is  a  lot  of  fun  to  be  a  Christian." 

His  next  comments  focus  on  the  clergy  of  the  diocese.  "I 
inherited  from  Bishop  Elebash  a  tradition  of  excellence  in  clergy, 
and  that  continues.  I  am  fortunate  that  they  are  dedicated  to  our 
Lord  and  His  church;  they  are  competent  and  hard-working,  they 
offer  good  solid  leadership  in  difficult  times." 

He  is  also  very  pleased  about  the  reawakened  interest  in 
spirituality  and  delighted  that  there  are  priests  and  lay  people  who 
do  not  teach  that  "God  exists  to  make  me  feel  good!" 


There  have  been 
some  disappointments  but 
not  many.  Without 
missing  a  beat  he  speaks 
of  his  disappointment  in 
stewardship:  "I  think  what 
we  have  done  is  one 
thousandth  of  what  we 
could  do  if  we  were  givers 
instead  of  hoarders,"  he 
says. 

This  man  who  has 
found  it  such  a  joy  to  be 
bishop  is  not  an  easy 
optimist.  "My  concern 
for  the  church,"  he  says, 
"is  the  same  as  my 
concern  for  the  country. 
The  only  voices  that  are 
heard  are  those  of 
extremists.  I  like  to 
to  people  who 
speak  clearly  and 
sanely."  He 
thinks  his  clergy 
fall  in  the 
category  of  sane 
people  who  speak 
clearly. 


He  reflects 
on  these  years 
which  brought  so 
many  changes  to 
the  diocese, 
which  have  given 
to  East  Carolina  a 


Camp  Trinity. 


name  as  one  of  the  finest  dioceses,  where  hospitality  and  welcome 
are  immediately  felt.  He  does  not  mention  the  painful  bout  with  the 
return  of  cancer  which  has  attacked  his  lungs  and  is  being  stabilized 
with  chemotherapy.  He  focuses  on  his  beloved  diocese  and  the  staff 
he  admires  and  praises. 

Then  he  concludes:  "In  our  society,  being  in  any  position  of 
authority  is  extremely  tough.  But  East  Carolina  is  a  praying 
community.  Prayer  supports  and  enables  the  bishop's  job.  It  is  not 
easy,  but  it  is  fun." 


Success 


St.  Andrew's  Church 
welcomes  full-time  priest 

by  Joe  West 

After  years  of  sharing  a  part-time  priest,  St.  Andrew's  Episcopal  Church  in  Goldsboro 
finally  has  one  of  its  own. 

The  Rev.  Christian  Umeofia  was  installed  as  the  rector  Nov.  1 9,  during  a  gala  celebra- 
tion that  also  marked  the  88th  anniversary  of  the  church. 

"We  like  it  just  fine  here,"  said  Fr.  Umeofia.  "Goldsboro  is  a  quiet  place,  very  friendly 
and  the  weather  is  not  too  bad  even  with  the  snow  storm." 

Fr.  Umeofia  is  originally  from  Nigeria  and  has  been  a  priest  since  1988.  He  did  his 
undergraduate  work  at  Central  State  University  in  Oklahoma  and  attended  the  seminary  of  the 
Southwest  in  Austin,  Texas.  He  served  several  churches  in  Mississippi  before  coming  to  East 
Carolina. 

He  and  his  wife,  Faith,  have  one  son,  Timothy. 

While  only  here  a  short  time,  he  already  has  delved  into  the  work  that  lies  ahead. 

"One  of  the  great  needs  of  the  church  is  to  grow  both  in  numbers  and  spiritually,"  said 
Umeofia.  He  has  been  working  closely  with  the  vestijy  on  long-range  goals,  outreach  and 
organizational  structure  for  the  church. 

The  vestry  and  members  of  the  congregation  are  delighted  to  finally  have  their  own 
priest.  St.  Andrew's  was  "yoked"  for  many  years  with  St.  Augustine's  in  Kinston  and  shared 
the  Rev.  Joseph  Banks.  After  retiring  in  1978,  he  continued  to  conduct  services  at  St. 
Andrew's  on  alternating  Sundays. 

"These  are  definitely  exciting  times  for  us  as  we  look  at  all  the  possibilities  for  growth 
and  outreach,"  said  Neal  Stitt,  the  long-time  senior  warden. 

Stitt  expressed  his  gratitude  to  the  sister  churches  in  Goldsboro  that  helped  celebrate  St. 
Andrew's  anniversary  and  the  arrival  of  the  new  priest. 

"The  ladies  of  St.  Stephen's  and  St.  Francis  got  together  and  put  on  a  lavish  reception  for 
us,"  he  added. 


St.  Christopher's,  Elizabethtown, 
makes  great  strides! 

Little  could  Susie  Cole  of  St.  Christopher's  in  Elizabethtown  have  known  the 
difference  the  small  church  would  make  when  she  began  recruiting  members  for  Team 
St.  Christopher's  to  participate  in  the  1995  Multiple  Sclerosis  (MS)  Walk  in 
Wilmington. 

Rather  than  just  wait  for  individuals  to  respond  to  the  walk-a-thon  entry  forms 
brought  to  the  church  by  Lisa  Richey,  a  fellow  parishioner  who  was  diagnosed  with  MS 
a  few  years  ago,  Cole  began  organizing  a  team  effort.  What  a  difference  the  team 
made,  not  only  on  the  books  of  the  MS  Society  but  also  in  the  life  of  Lisa  Richey. 

"It  was  real  humbling  .  .  .  and  it  was  a  ball,"  said  Richey,  who  also  participated  in 
the  walk. 

Multiple  Sclerosis  is  a  disease  that  randomly  attacks  the  nervous  system.  An 
unpredictable  disease,  it  usually  strikes  people  between  the  ages  of  20  to  40,  wearing 
away  at  their  nervous  system.  The  symptoms  range  from  numbness  to  paralysis  and 
blindness. 

"I  was  diagnosed  not  long  after  i  joined  St.  Christopher's,"  explained  Richey. 
"They  have  been  through  the  whole  process  with  me  from  the  freak-out  period  to  the 
acceptance  period." 

"It  was  fun  to  be  a  part  of  the  walk  with  my  church  family.  That  meant  a  lot." 

Prior  to  the  event  the  team  gathered  at  Richey's  house  to  make  custom-made  team 
t-shirts.  Not  only  was  the  eleven-adult,  four-child  team  visible  during  the  walk,  their 
efforts  were  noticed  as  well.  Team  St.  Christopher's  received  an  honorable  mention  for 
the  largest  team  and  won  the  award  for  the  top  fundraising  team  by  raising  $927. 

Speaking  to  Richey  on  the  phone,  one  has  no  idea  that  the  cheerful  voice  on  the 
other  end  is  battling  such  a  debilitating  disease.  She  is  up-beat,  supportive  and 
encouraging.  She  is  proud  that  St.  Christopher's,  one  of  the  smaller  churches  in  the 
diocese,  made  such  an  impact. 

"Everybody  is  sick  in  some  way,  we  just  all  have  to  love  and  care  for  each  other," 
Richey  reminds  us. 


JANUARY  1996 


CROSS  CURRENT 


PAGE  3 


St.  Francis  Doubles  Giving  Levels  in  All-Member  Canvass 


by  Braun  Campbell 

What  do  a  rector's  wife's  Baptist  roots,  that  same  rector's 
retirement  and  a  Methodist  meeting  hall  have  in  common?  They've 
all  contributed  to  St.  Francis-by-the-Sea's  explosive  stewardship 
growth  .  .  .  pledges  for  1996  more  than  doubled  what  was  given  in 
1995. 

Family  Atmosphere  Contributes  to  Commitment 

And  to  what  does  St.  Francis  attribute  its  recent  good 
fortune?  "There's  no  magic  formula,  except  divine  intervention," 
laughs  Donna  Getty,  founding  member  and  former  senior  warden 
(she  completes  her  term  this  month).  "We're  a  young  parish  and 
have  a  real  sense  of  family.  We've  been  through  'ups  and  downs' 
together  and  have  recently  been  on  a  positive  upswing  that  we 
wanted  to  continue,"  she  says.  "With  the  pledges  we  received  this 
year,  we  are  able  to  call  a  full-time  rector,  rather  than  share  one 
with  another  parish." 

"Since  Fr.  Frank  Fagan  will  be  retiring,  we've  realized  how 
important  it  is  to  have  a  full-time  rector  and  members  pulled 
together  to  make  it  possible  through  increased  giving  levels." 
According  to  Getty,  Fr.  Fagan's  role  in  preparing  the  parish  for  a 
"stewardship  frame  of  mind"  was  also  instrumental  in  the  parish's 
stewardship  growth.  "Usually,  stewardship  time  is  such  an 
uncomfortable  event  for  parishioners,"  she  says,  "but  Fr.  Fagan 
gave  a  series  of  sermons  long  before  stewardship  month.  His 
eloquent  delivery,  humor  and  insight  set  us  in  the  right  frame  of 
mind  to  pledge.  He  made  us  realize  it's  not  a  once-a-year  burden, 
but  a  year-round  form  of  worship. 

Tithing  Tied  to  Worship 

For  many  Episcopalians,  tithing  is  a  dirty  word.  "I  had  the 
good  fortune  to  marry  a  Baptist.  Tithing  is  part  of  their  heritage," 
quips  Fr.  Fagan.  "I  had  never  heard  of  it  as  I  grew  up  in  the 
Episcopal  Church,  or  even  in  seminary.   But  my  wife  and  I  have 
talked  about  it  a  lot  in  our  marriage.  It's  an  important  commitment 
to  make  to  God  and  the  Church  and  is  intrinsically  tied  to  worship." 

Fagan  acknowledges  that  giving  10  percent  of  one's  income  or 
even  committing  a  set  amount  to  give  is  enough  to  make  any 
parishioner  squirm  in  the  pew.  "Money's  just  not  something  we,  as 


Stewardship  is  no  laughing  matter  at 
St.  Francis-by-the  Sea. 


Episcopalians,  have  been  made  to 
feel  comfortable  about,  but  it's 
what  allows  us  to  conduct  the 
business  of  the  Church." 

Fagan  says  that  entering 
retirement  (his  second  one!)  made 
him  feel  more  comfortable  about 
discussing  money  and  tithing 
with  members  of  St.  Francis. 
"We  had  been  actively  pursuing 
land  to  purchase  to  build  a 
sanctuary  but  backed  off  that  as 
we  realized  we  still  had  empty 
chairs  in  our  present  location,"  he 
says.  "We  then  began  to  turn  to 
stewardship  as  our  focus,  and  I 
also  gave  a  series  of  witnessing 

type  sermons  on  tithing.  While  I  doubt  that  they  turned  the  tide  on 
giving,"  he  laughs,  "they  did  set  the  tone  for  our  every-member 
canvass.'' 

The  adage,  "it  takes  money  to  make  money"  also  played  a  role 
in  St.  Francis'  all-member  canvass.  "We  used  that  philosophy  to 
sponsor  a  dinner  at  the  Dunes  Club  in  Morehead  City  for  the  - 
stewardship  campaign  and  asked  the  Rev.  Tom  Bowers  to  speak," 
says  Fagan.  "We  saw  the  dinner  as  an  investment." 

Fr.  Bowers,  who  retired  in  Eastern  North  Carolina  from  St. 
Bartholomew's  in  New  York  City,  has  had  broad  experience  with 
stewardship  and  giving.  He's  also  widely  revered  as  a  dynamic 
speaker  and  presenter. 

According  to  Getty,  the  dinner  was  a  wise  investment.  "I 
recommend  Fr.  Bowers  to  any  church  that  needs  to  jump-start  its 
campaign."  By  the  end  of  the  evening,  all  pledges  were  handed  in. 
And  the  night  did  more  than  jump-start  their  giving  program  —  it 
catapulted  it!   In  1995  pledges  totaled  $32,500,  and  this  year,  they 
reached  $69,000,  quite  an  accomplishment  for  the  small  parish, 
which  includes  72  adult  members  and  32  children. 

According  to  Fagan,  there  are  55  pledging  units,  which  include 
19  from  other  communities.  "As  a  summer  church  home  for  many 
worshippers,  we  had  to  be  careful  about  the  canvass,"  he  says.  "I 
sent  a  letter  to  our  summer  worshippers  and  asked  them  not  to 


reduce  their  pledges  to  their  home  church 
but  to  also  remember  St.  Franc is-by-the- 
Sea." 

Vestry  Sets  Example 

Fagan  says  that  stewardship  is  also 
important  by  example.  "The  vestry 
members  signed  a  stewardship  statement 
to  show  their  support  for  the  canvass  and 
were  the  first  ones  to  hand  in  pledge 
cards.  We  encouraged  everyone  to  tithe, 
but  if  that  wasn't  possible  to  commit  to 
some  level  of  proportionate  giving." 

St.  Francis-by-the-Sea's  unique 
history  also  contributed  to  a  successful 
campaign,  according  to  Fagan.  "We've 
had  so  much  help  from  other  parishes  in 
both  the  Dioceses  of  East  Carolina  and  the  Diocese  of  North  Carolina, 
and  had  recently  worked  out  a  plan  with  Fr.  Matt  Stockard  in 
Beaufort  to  share  a  rector.   Although  the  plan  was  not  used,  his 
ingenuity  and  help  gave  us  the  impetus  to  realize  we  could  hire  a 
rector  with  the  support  of  the  Commission  of  Congregational 
Development.  Plus,  the  fact  that  we  have  received  so  many  gifts  from 
other  parishes  it  makes  us  realize  how  important  giving  is  to  the  life 
and  prosperity  of  the  Church." 

Growth  in  membership  is  also  another  area  that  testifies  to  St. 
Francis'  strength  and  spirit.  This  past  year,  19  people  were  con- 
firmed. "We're  definitely  a  growth  church,"  says  Getty. 

This  month  marks  Getty's  retirement  as  senior  warden,  and 
Easter  begins  Fagan's  second  retirement,  one  he  hopes  will  last 
longer  than  his  first.  Both  credit  the  other  with  keeping  St.  Francis 
headed  toward  growth  and  a  successful  all-member  canvass.  And 
both  are  greatly  appreciated  by  parish  members. 

For  Fagan,  though,  Welcome  Happy  Morning  will  never  sound 
as  good  as  it  sounds  this  coming  Easter.  He  plans  to  "disappear" 
from  St.  Francis  for  several  months  to  give  its  new  rector  a  good  time 
for  adjustment.  "I  look  forward  to  worshipping  in  other  parishes,"  he 
says.  "It's  good  to  retire  in  your  home  diocese.  Still,  I  will  miss  St. 
Francis.  In  my  30-plus  years  of  ministry,  it's  been  the  most  fun  I've 
had  in  any  parish,  and  that's  a  good  note  to  retire  on." 


Mainline  churches  aren 't  supposed  to  be  growing,  so  what  is  it 
about  St.  Andrew  's-on-the-Sound? 


by  Susan  Taylor  Block 

"Thus  far  this  year,  our  membership  has 
grown  from  521  to  633,  a  net  increase  of  1 12,  or 
21.5%,  with  2  112  months  left  in  the  year.'  So 
wrote  Art  Cutter,  the  Senior  Warden  of  little  St. 
Andrew's  on  the  Sound  in  Wilmington  in  the 
November  1995  newsletter.  The  statistic  grabbed 
the  attention  of  several  readers  outside  of  the 
parish  but  was  no  surprise  to  the  members  of  one 
of  the  fastest  growing  churches  around.  There 
are  four  primary  reasons  for  this  phenomenal 
growth:  the  minister  and  location,  location, 
location. 

Though  it  looks  like  it  belongs  in  the  English 
countryside,  St.  Andrew's  borders  one  of 
Wilmington's  busiest  intersections  -  one  through 
which  over  thirty  thousand  cars  travel  on  an 
average  day.  Wilmington's  population  has 
exploded  in  the  past  few  years  and  much  of  that 
growth  has  taken  place  within  a  few  miles  of  St. 
Andrew's.  Wrightsville  Beach,  Landfall,  and  the 
soundfront  subdivisions  have  attracted  hordes  of 
new  residents,  many  of  them  retirees.  The 
charming  1923  church  at  the  intersection  attracts 
them,  as  does  its  parent  building  around  the 
corner:  Lebanon  Chapel.  Eight  o'clock  summer 
services  are  held  at  Lebanon,  a  chapel  built  in 
1 835  by  Dr.  Thomas  Henry  Wright,  a  member  of 
the  family  for  whom  Wrightsville  Beach  was 
named.  At  the  time,  Lebanon  Chapel  served  the 


hundreds  of  Wilmingtonians  who  spent  their 
summers  on  the  sound.  Some  worshipers  walked 
to  services  on  the  shell-topped  roads.  Others 
arrived  on  horseback,  in  a  buggy,  or  simply  poled 
their  small  boats  across  the  marshes  or  up 
Bradley  Creek. 

Thankfully,  Lebanon  Chapel  looks  today 
much  as  it  did  then.  The  Greco-Gothic  vernacu- 
lar structure  is  on  the  National  Register  of 
Historic  Places  and  has  been  spared  the  invasive 
indignities  of  central  heat  and  air  conditioning. 
Regardless,  parishioners  and  tourists  pack  the 
pews  on  sultry  summer  mornings.  They  fan 
themselves,  swat  mosquitoes  and  get  dreamy 
looks  on  their  faces  when  gentle  breezes  float 
through  the  big  screenless  windows. 

Beyond  the  advantages  of  its  geography,  St. 
Andrew's  has  an  irrepressible  human  asset.  The 
Reverend  Bill  Trimble,  St.  Andrew's  rector,  is  a 
perpetually  exuberant  prelate  whose  sermons  are 
occasionally  controversial  but  always  thought 
provoking.  His  talks  range  from  succinct  lessons 
on  the  original  languages  of  the  Bible  to  candid 
commentaries  on  his  own  faith  walk  and  are 
delivered  in  a  folksy  way  from  somewhere  in  the 
front  center  aisle  of  the  church.  Bill  and  his  wife, 
Susan,  host  festive  parties  year-round  in  their 
home  to  welcome  newcomers  and  to  help 
promote  the  camaraderie  among  members  for 


which  St.  Andrew's  is  becoming  famous 
"People  respond  warmly  to  Bill  and 
appreciate  the  feeling  of  community 
which  he  promotes,"  said  past  Senior 
Warden  Victor  Grainger  Taylor. 

Another  former  senior  warden 
concurred.  "Bill  seems  to  attract 
energetic  people  with  a  sincere  desire  to 
be  spiritually  and  emotionally  healthy. 
Diverse  people  feel  welcome  and 
comfortable  in  our  parish,"  added  Pat 
Howe. 

Trimble  humbly  attributes  his  part 
in  all  this  to  an  attitude  and  not  to 
personal  charisma.  "As  mainline 
denominations  hunger  for  growth,  some 
have  run  scared  and  tried  to  be  all  things 
to  all  people.  We,  as  Episcopal  clergy  and  laity 
simply  need  to  have  the  courage  to  be  who  we 
already  are.  I  embrace  a  liberal,  inclusive  ethos 
that  is  an  integral  part  of  the  Anglican  tradition — 
and  I  have  not  departed  from  it.  Visitors  have 
responded  to  the  openess  and  become  members 
who  contribute  to  a  wide  variety  of  talents  and 
abilities.  St.  Andrew's  is  a  breath  of  fresh  air." 

In  1994,  Bill  helped  lure  his  old  friend  Dr. 
Sam  Bart  Owens  from  Louisville  to  serve  as 
minister  of  music.  'Dr.  O,'  as  he  is  affectionately 
called,  has  a  string  of  post-graduate  degrees, 


Fr.  Trimble  greets  worshipper  at  St.  Andrew's 
on-the-Sound,  Wilmington. 


international  recognition  and  over  250  copy- 
righted compositions  to  his  name. 

Just  like  the  physical  intersection  which 
borders  the  church,  St.  Andrew's  is  now  a  busy, 
thriving  intersection  of  people.  Lifelong 
sounders  kneel  beside  Californians  who  work  at 
Wilmington's  movie  studio.  Proud  Southerners 
get  to  know  proud  Northerners.  (We  try  not  to 
use  the  Y-word.)  Natives  and  newcomers  share 
their  experiences.  And  all  of  us  try  to  figure  out 
where  we'll  put  the  next  633  members. 
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New  Directions:  Ben  Helmer  to  address 
y  y  1996  diocesan  convention 

DlSCERNINq    by  Steve  Beck 


"As  we  consider  the  viability  of  the  small  church, 
we  need  to  change  the  box  we're  in,  to  offer  sustain- 
able modes,  in  a  way  that  helps  people  get  on  board," 
said  Father  Ben  Helmer  in  a  recent  telephone  inter- 
view. The  Reverend  Canon  Ben  E.  Helmer,  President 
of  the  Board  of  New  Directions  Ministries,  will  be 
guest  speaker  at  the  1 996  diocesan  convention  in 
Wilmington,  February,  15-17. 

New  Directions  Ministries  is  a  training  arm  of  the 
Episcopal  Church's  Office  for  Rural  and  Small 
Congregations.  According  to  Helmer,  New  Directions 
Ministries  has  three  basic  concerns:  1.  development 
of  the  ministry  of  all  baptized  persons;  2.  the  proper 
use  of  clergy  and  deacons  in  small  communities;  and  3. 
the  use  of  alternate  strategies  such  as  regional  struc- 
tures, or  special  arrangements  for  small  churches. 
New  Directions  Ministries  runs  the  Leadership 
HHBBMH  Academy  for  New  Directions  (LAND)  to  train 

^^t^^M  leadership  for  small  and  rural  church  ministry.  LAND 

^^^^^F  is  a  ten-day  training  academy,  for  clergy  and  laity 

which  usually  involves  20  participants.  The  training 
team  is  composed  of  laity  and  clergy  who  are  past 
participants  in  LAND  workshops,  and  who  have  gone 
through  a  team-training  weekend. 
Academy  participants  plan  a  project  which  they  work  on  for  a  year  under  the 
direction  of  a  mentor.  Past  projects  include  the  development  of  ministry  with  an 
Indian  congregation  in  North  Dakota;  a  lay  woman  working  with  an  isolated 
congregation  in  Ontario;  and  a  group  in  Albany,  NY  implementing  cross-diocesan 
activities  with  Vermont.  Projects  are  sometimes  personal,  for  example,  learning  to 
manage  one's  time  and  to  care  for  oneself  in  a  rural  setting.  At  the  end  of  the 
project  year,  LAND  participants  come  back  for  five  days  to  explore  their  learn- 
ings. 

Helmer  went  to  LAND  in  1 980.  when  he  was  a  priest  in  the  Diocese  of 
Western  Kansas.  He  was  subsequently  asked  to  come  back  to  assist  with  training, 


and  now  he  is  president  of  the  board.  But  New 
Directions  Ministries  is  not  his  only  job.  For  two  and 
one-half  years  he  has  been  full-time  missioner  for  a 
regional  cluster  of  congregations  in  the  Diocese  of 
Western  Missouri. 

Asked  if  he  feels  that  the  Episcopal  Church  is 
going  through  a  crisis,  or  if  its  continued  existence  is 
in  doubt,  he  replies  that  because  of  its  small  size,  the 
Episcopal  Church  is  in  less  danger  than  are  some  of 
the  larger  denominations.  "We  have  already  down- 
sized," he  says,  "but  we  are  very  flexible,  and  we  have 
leaders  who  are  willing  to  plow  new  ground.  We  just 
need  to  maintain  a  balance  of  the  spiritual  and  the 
evangelical." 

Most  prepared  materials  on  church  growth  and 
evangelism  assume  a  250-300  member  church,,  he 
says,  yet  most  of  our  churches  are  small — 200  or  less. 
If  we  don't  look  at  change,  these  churches  won't 
survive.  "There  is  a  plethora  of  small  churches  in 
most  dioceses.  We  need  to  be  looking  at  appropriate 
ways  for  them  to  grow.  We  need  to  help  small 
congregations  to  become  sustainable,  so  they  won't 
have  to  depend  on  outside  resources." 

We  need  to  look  at  alternative  forms  of  ministry, 
says  Helmer,  including  the  development  of  the 
ministry  of  all  baptized  persons.  One  example  for 
small  parishes  is  family  life  action  groups,  a  small- 
group  ministry,  which  takes  place  in  a  Christian 
environment  but  which  is  not  necessarily  a  Bible  study 
group.  "The  group  provides  support  in  areas  of 
everyday  life  that  seem  to  be  pushing  its  members  to 
the  wall." 

Asked  what  he  would  be  saying  to  the  convention 
in  February,  he  replied.  "I  first  need  to  know  more 
about  where  the  diocese  is  in  its  development.  I  don't 


want  to  insult  my  audience  by  not  being  aware  of  where 
they  are  right  now.  But  I  do  plan  to  give  lots  of 
examples,  to  tell  stories  of  churches  that  have  success- 
fully changed  the  paradigm  that  they  worked  from  in 
the  past.  The  test  of  my  effectiveness  as  a  speaker  at 
the  convention  will  be  whether  people  come  up  to  me 
afterward  and  say  'You  gave  me  something  to  think 
about'  or  'You  helped  me  to  look  at  this  situation  in  a 
new  way.'" 

Those  attending  the  February  convention  may  find 
that  Helmer  has  many  valuable  insights  regarding  new 
directions  for  our  diocese. 


Bi-vocational  ministry,  an  effective  use  of  resources 


by  Charles  Leeuwenberg 

As  our  diocese  makes  ready  for  its  1 13th  Annual  Convention,  Cross  Current 
has  been  running  a  series  of  feature  articles  exploring  the  convention  theme, 
"CELEBRATING  OUR  PAST,  DISCERNING  OUR  FUTURE."  This  month, 
we'll  look  at  bi-vocational  ministry.  Simply  put,  a  bi-vocational  ministry  is  one 
where  the  priest  has  a  day  job  and  works  in  the  church  also. 

Cross  Current  recently  caught  up  with  The  Reverend  Nan  Chandler,  a  semi- 
nary-trained priest,  who  is  the  Priest-in-charge  at  All  Souls  Church  located  in  a 
small  community  west  of  Wilmington  known  as  Northwest.  Nan  is  also  a  full-time 
Hospice  employee  at  the  Sunrise  Center  in  Wilmington  and  works  with  grieving 
children. 

There  are  a  number  of  small  parish  communities  located  in  our  diocese  that 
can't  afford  or  don't  need  a  full  time  priest.  The  bi-vocational  ministry  is  a  way 
that  this  problem  of  limited  resources  or  needs  can  be  addressed. 

All  Souls  is  a  small  parish  with  30  to  35  active  members.  It  was  built  in  the 
early  part  of  this  century  by  George  Gaylord  and  is  one  of  the  few  churches  in  this 
diocese  that  has  all  its  bills  paid.  It  makes  a  substantial  pledge  to  the  diocese  when 
you  take  into  consideration  its  size.  Its  members  consist  of  a  few  retired  folks  but 
most  are  still  working. 

The  members  of  All  Souls  take  care  of  all  the  administrative  work  and  malce  all 
the  critical  decisions  that  are  crucial  to  the  church's  survival.  They  don't  exclude 
their  priest,  instead  they  work  to  free  up  her  time  so  that  it  is  spent  on  the  actual 
nuts  and  bolts  of  ministering.  Following  is  an  interview  with  the  Reverend  Nan 
Chandler: 

You  are  considered  bi-vocational  because  you  have  a  full-time  job  other  than 
at  All  Souls.  Do  you  find  that  this  limits  your  effectiveness  as  their  priest? 
Chandler:  On  the  contrary.  These  folks  have  had  to  become  self-reliant.  They 
take  care  of  all  the  administrative  work  such  as  answering  mail,  paying  bills,  and 
getting  out  bulletins  and  newsletters.  Because  they  have  had  to  assume  many  of  the 
responsibilities  that  would  usually  be  performed  by  a  paid  employee  of  a  larger 
parish,  they  have  learned  to  depend  on  each  other. 

Because  of  their  willingness  to  jump  in  and  do  what  needs  to  be  done,  it  allows 
me  to  make  much  more  effective  use  of  my  time  with  them.  The  result  is  a  group  of 
caring  people.  They  are  really  special  people  and  I  think  they  are  pleased  to  have 
someone  that  they  can  call  their  own. 

The  delight  of  being  bi-vocational  is  you  get  to  be  pastor.  For  example,  I  have 
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the  wonderful  experience  of 
administering  communion, 
especially  when  I  stop  and 
realize  what  it  is  I'm 
actually  doing. 

Maybe  this  is  an  unfair 
question  but  what  do  you 
enjoy  most  about  this 
charge? 

Chandler;  The  privilege 
and  opportunity  of  being 
part  of  people's  lives  in  a 
way  that's  a  little  different. 
I  get  to  share  their  joys 
such  as  baptisms  and  weddings  and  also  their  times  of 
sorrow.  In  social  work,  I  really  only  get  to  see  folks 
during  the  bad  times.  As  a  priest,  I  get  to  know  the 
whole  scope  of  people.  I  call  it  a  privilege  because 
they  don't  have  to  invite  you  in.  Because  you're 
ordained,  it  is  an  enticement  for  people  to  open  up. 
You  get  this  chance  to  share  their  lives.  I  don't  know 
any  other  profession  that  is  so  rewarding.  I've  learned 
to  treasure  this  experience  as  a  privilege.  You  learn  so 
much  of  the  intimacy  of  people's  lives  because  they 
are  so  willing  to  share  these  details.  You  have  to  hold 
these  details  close  to  your  heart  and  keep  your  mouth 
shut. 

So,  what  goes  on  over  at  your  church?  Could  I 
come  over  sometime  and  hang  out? 
Chandler:  Most  certainly!  These  people  will  try 
anything.  Let  me  give  you  an  example.  For  the 
Christmas  service,  I  asked  that  folks  bring  bells  and 
bubbles.  They  all  looked  at  me  with  raised  eyebrows! 
Anyway,  we  rang  bells  and  blew  bubbles  at  the 
beginning  and  at  the  end  of  the  reading  of  the  gospel. 


It  was  a  good  attention 
getter  —  to  make  noise  and 
blow  bubbles  and  carry  that 
good  news  of  Jesus'  birth 
out  into  the  world.  A  little 
unconventional  but 
everyone  had  a  great  time. 
You  could  probably  do  the 
same  thing  at  Easter  —  it 
probably  wouldn't  be  too 
good  of  an  idea  to  do  it  all 
the  time  —  it  would  lose 
it's  umph! 


As  we  have  seen  in  the 
past  few  issues  of  Cross  Current,  sometimes  in  order 
to  survive,  parishes  need  to  be  a  little  unconventional. 
Small  church  communities  can  pool  their  resources  or 
"cluster"  with  other  similar  congregations,  like  the 
Washington-Tyrrell  Ministry  is  doing  under  the 
Reverend  Web  Simons.  Another  avenue  is  to  follow  ( 
the  example  of  Good  Shepherd  Church  in  Fayetteville 
and  use  a  locally  ordained  priest,  like  the  Reverend 
Billy  Hemingway,  who  was  raised  up  from  that 
particular  congregation  to  serve  that  congregation  and 
that  one  only.  Finally,  parishes  can  employ  a  part-time 
or  bi-vocational  priest,  like  the  Reverend  Nan  Chan- 
dler. No  matter  which  method  is  considered  to  insure  a 
parish's  survival,  one  thing  is  certain  —  egos  need  to 
be  checked  at  the  door  and  members  have  to  be  willing 
to  work  together.  The  strength  of  the  laity  and  the 
priest's  recognition  of  it  has  been  essential  in  each  of 
the  three  models  of  ministry. 

While  this  series  of  articles  has  focused  on 
smaller  congregations,  perhaps  even  larger  more 
financially  secure  parishes  can  look  to  these  incredible 
little  communities  as  role  models. 
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Making  sense  of  parliamentary  procedure 


by  David  Stoller 

A  convention  always  means  new  and  renewed  friendships, 
challenging  and  inspiring  leadership  from  our  Bishop,  joyous 
worship,  and  fun.  It  also  means  reports,  motions,  debate,  and 
elections.  For  who  will  be  serving  as  our  representatives,  it  is 
useful  to  review  in  advance  some  basics  of  parliamentary 
procedure. 

The  Constitution  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  at  Article 
III,  Section  I,  requires  that  an  annual  convention  be  hold  to 
conduct  the  business  of  the  Diocese. 

Article  IV  of  the  Constitution  provides  that  the  Convention 
has  power  to  adopt  Rules  of  order  for  its  own  government. 

Title  I  of  the  Canons  of  the  Diocese,  at  Canon  1,  identifies 
who  will  be  members  of  the  convention  who  govern,  and  sets 
out,  at  Canon  3,  the  requirement  that  "[t]he  Convention  shall 
adopt  rules  of  order,  which  shall  continue  in  force  until  altered, 
and  in  the  absence  of  such  action,  its  proceedings  shall  be 
governed  by  the  latest  edition  of  'Robert's  Rules  of  Order, 
Revised  Edition'."  Thus  as  a  practical  matter,  the  rules  of  order 
of  the  Convention  follow  the  provisions  of  "Robert's  Rules  of 
Order." 

In  order  for  any  item  of  business  to  be  brought  before  the 
Convention  for  action,  a  motion  is  required.  Such  a  motion  is 
often  referred  to  as  a  "main  motion".  The  procedure  for  a 
motion  is  simple. 

A  person  wishing  to  make  a  motion  rises,  steps  to  a 
microphone,  and  waits  to  be  "recognized"  by  the  chair  (the 
Bishop).  When  the  chair  calls  upon  the  delegate,  (i.e.  "recog- 
nizes" the  person),  the  delegate  should  first  state  clearly  her 
name,  and  the  parish  she  represents.  The  delegate  may  then 

make  a  motion  with  words  such  as  "Bishop,  I  move  "  In 

order  for  any  debate  or  further  action,  the  motion  must  then  be 
seconded  by  another  delegate.  ("I  second  the  motion.")  At  that 
point,  the  chair  will  state  the  motion,  and  the  issue  is  then  ready 
for  debate  or  discussion.  Debate  is  not  proper  until  the  motion 
has  been  made,  seconded,  and  stated  by  the  chair. 

Any  discussion  must  be  germane  to  the  motion.  That  is, 
the  discussion  must  somehow  relate  to  the  subject  of  the 
motion.  If  the  motion  has  to  do  with  our  companion  Diocese  of 
Puerto  Rico,  the  discussion  of  human  rights  in  China  would  not 
be  germane  to  the  motion,  and  would  be  out  of  order. 

During  the  debate  on  the  main  motion  there  may  arise  a 
subsidiary  motion.  Any  such  motion  must  also  be  germane  to 
the  main  motion.  Subsidiary  motions  that  are  germane  to  the 
main  motion  might  include  a  motion  to  amend  the  main  motion, 
a  motion  to  refer  the  main  motion  to  committee,  a  motion  to 
postpone  the  debate  or  consideration  of  the  motion  to  a  certain 
time  or  day,  a  motion  to  postpone  indefinitely,  a  motion  to  lay 
the  question  on  the  table,  or  motions  to  limit  debate  or  to  call 
the  previous  question.  All  of  these  motions  are  subject  to  the 
same  procedures  as  those  of  a  main  notion  except  that  a  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table,  a  motion  to  limit  debate  on  the  main  motion, 
and  a  motion  to  call  the  previous  question  are  not  debatable. 
That  is,  such  a  motion  that  has  properly  been  made  and 
seconded  must  be  voted  on  without  discussion. 

A  motion  to  amend  is  simply  one  that  would  change  the 
language  of  the  main  motion  such  as  a  motion  to  change  certain 
words,  or  to  expand  or  limit  the  scope  of  the  motion.  A  motion 
to  amend  would  be  voted  on  before  the  vote  on  the  main 


motion.  If  the  motion  to  amend  is  passed,  the  language  of  the 
main  motion  is  then  changed  to  reflect  the  amendment,  and  the 
debate  may  continue  on  the  main  motion  as  amended.  Minor, 
"friendly"  changes  to  the  main  motion  may  be  accepted  by  both 
the  person  making  the  original  motion  and  the  person  seconding 
the  original  motion  without  requiring  a  vote  on  the  amendment. 
If  a  "friendly"  amendment  is  so  accepted,  the  chair  will  ask  if 
there  are  any  objections  to  the  amendment  and  if  there  are  none, 
the  amended,  "substituted"  motion  will  be  restated  by  the  chair, 
and  debate  may  continue. 

There  are  two  subsidiary  motions  that  are  designed  to  limit 
or  eliminate  further  debate  on  a  main  motion  and  bring  the 
matter  to  a  vote.  The  first  such  motion  is  a  motion  to  limit 
debate  on  the  main  motion.  This  is  usually  expressed  in  terms 
of  number  of  speakers,  or  a  limit  on  time,  such  as,  "I  move  to 
limit  debate  to  two  persons  in  favor,  and  two  persons  opposed  to 
the  motion,"  or,  "I  move  to  limit  debate  on  the  motion  to  no 
more  than  five  minutes."  This  motion,  when  seconded,  is  not 
debatable.  The  convention  must  either  approve  or  disapprove  of 
the  motion  without  discussion. 

The  second  motion  is  a  motion  to  call  the  previous 
question.  This  motion  is  made  with  words  such  as  "I  move  the 
previous  question,"  or,  "I  call  the  question."  This  motion,  when 
seconded,  is  not  debatable.  It  is  a  motion  to  end  all  debate,  and 
call  for  a  vote  on  the  pending  motion.  When  this  motion  is 
made,  there  is  first  a  vote  on  whether  to  call  the  question.  If  the 
motion  is  passed,  the  convention  then  immediately  votes  on  the 
pending  motion  without  any  more  debate.  If  the  motion  fails, 
debate  may  continue. 

Three  other  subsidiary  motions  are  often  confused,  and 
usually  misused.  They  are  the  motion  to  postpone  indefinitely, 
the  motion  to  postpone  to  a  certain  time,  and  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table.  The  motion  to  postpone  indefinitely  is  properly 
used  when  the  convention  does  not  wish  to  take  a  position  or  to 
take  final  action  on  a  main  motion.  This  might  be  used  if  the 
main  motion  is  highly  controversial,  or  if  it  is  so  poorly  worded 
that  people  cannot  understand  the  effect  or  thrust  of  the  motion. 
A  motion  to  postpone  indefinitely  effectively  "kills"  the  main 
motion  without  a  vote. 

The  motion  to  postpone  indefinitely  is  often  confused  with 
the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  or  "motion  to  table."  The  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table  is  used  when  another  urgent  matter  arises 
during  the  debate  on  a  motion.  When  a  motion  is  "tabled",  it  is 
set  aside  temporarily  while  the  convention  takes  up  the  more 
urgent  matter.  When  a  motion  is  "tabled",  it  is  still  "alive",  and 
may  be  brought  up  again  before  the  convention  at  any  time. 
The  corresponding  motion  to  "take  from  the  table"  is  used  to 
bring  the  main  motion  back  before  the  convention  for  further 
debate.  A  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  is  not  to  be  used  to  kill  a 
motion.  If  the  chair,  or  another  delegate,  believes  the  motion  to 
table  is  offered  for  the  purpose  of  killing  the  main  motion,  the 
chair  may  ask  the  delegate  making  the  motion  the  purpose  of  the 
motion  to  table.  If  the  purpose  is  to  end  debate,  or  to  "kill"  the 
main  motion,  the  motion  to  table  should  be  ruled  out  of  order. 

A  motion  to  postpone  to  a  certain  time  is  like  a  motion  to 
table.  The  motion  to  postpone  to  a  certain  time  is  made  with 
words  such  as,  "I  move  to  postpone  the  debate  (or  the  motion) 
until  2:45  p.m.  on  Friday."  This  is  usually  done  to  allow  some 


time  for  further  consideration,  or  to  obtain  further  information 
before  proceeding  with  the  discussion  of  the  main  motion.  A 
motion  to  table  is  similar  to  this  motion  except  that  a  motion  to 
table  does  not  refer  to  a  particular  time  or  day  to  take  up  the 
main  motion  again,  and  a  motion  to  table  requires  a  motion  to 
take  from  the  table  in  order  to  bring  up  the  main  motion  again. 
A  motion  to  postpone  to  a  certain  time  would  mean  the  motion 
is  automatically  before  the  convention  again  at  the  designated 
time  without  any  further  motion. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  is  not  debatable.  The  motion 
to  postpone  indefinitely  and  the  motion  to  postpone  to  a  certain 
time  are  subject  to  debate. 

Does  all  of  this  sound  confusing?  It  is!  If  you  will  be  a 
delegate  to  the  convention,  you  may  want  to  stop  by  your  library 
and  review  "Robert's  Rules  of  Order"  before  the  convention,  or 
you  may  want  to  buy  a  paperback  copy  to  take  with  you.  When 
all  else  fails,  remember  there  is  a  parliamentarian  appointed  by 
the  Bishop  to  serve  at  the  Convention  whose  job  is  to  try  !d  help 
the  Bishop  and  the  delegates  resolve  questions  of  procedure. 
Most  important  of  all  is  a  reminder  that  the  rules  of  procedure 
are  not  intended  to  be  used  to  tie  the  Convention  into  knots,  but 
are  an  aid  to  allow  the  convention  to  take  up  and  dispose  of  its 
business  in  an  orderly,  efficient  manner.  Personally,  I  prefer  the 
friendships,  worship  and  fun  of  the  Convention.  See  you  in 
February! 

— David  Stoller  is  a  member  of  Christ  Church,  New  Bern  and  he 
has  served  as  the  parliamentarian  in  years  past. 


Glossary 

Motion:  brings  an  item  of  business  before  the 
convention 

Resolution:  a  written  outline  or  description  of 
an  item  to  be  brought  before  the  convention. 
These  are  usually  in  two  forms:  1 .  a  resolution 
expressing  concern  for  a  particular  issue;  or  2.  a 
resolution  expressing  thanks  for  someone  or 
something. 

Amendment:  a  change  to  a  resolution.  The 
convention  votes  on  a  proposed  amendment 
before  it  votes  on  the  resolution. 

Hearing:  a  meeting  which  provides  convention 
delegates  an  opportunity  to  express  views,  ask 
questions,  and  make  recommendations  on 
proposed  resolutions  and  budgets. 

Call  the  question:  to  call  for  a  vote  on  the 
pending  motion. 

Table:  to  set  aside  a  motion  temporarily  while  a 
more  urgent  matter  is  discussed. 


Getting  down  to  business  with  resolutions 


by  the  Reverend  Lucy  Talbott 

One  of  the  major  purposes  of  the  diocesan  convention  is  to  provide  an  opportunity  for  the 
delegates  to  discuss  topics  important  to  the  life  of  the  church.  The  particular  topics  in  front  of  us 
come  from  sources  such  as  the  general  theme  of  the  convention,  the  Bishop's  and  other  speaker's 
addresses  and  from  the  issues  raised  by  resolutions  presented  by  delegates. 

Resolutions  are  a  way  in  which  the  convention  voices  its  concerns.  Resolutions  are  generally 
of  two  kinds:  those  which  give  thanks  for  the  ministries  of  leaders  in  the  diocese,  and  those  which 
address  particular  concerns.  In  either  case,  resolutions  serve  well  to  educate  us  about  ministries 
and  concerns  with  which  we  may  not  be  familiar.  Consequently,  they  bring  the  diverse  resources 
and  knowledge  of  the  larger  diocesan  family  to  the  service  of  congregational  representatives, 
widening  our  horizons. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  resolutions  presented  to  convention  would  be  ones  that  promote 
dialogue  on  issues,  not  division.  In  order  to  facilitate  that  process  the  Resolutions  Committee 


encourages  sponsors  (who  must  be  delegates)  to  submit  resolutions  prior  to  the  pre-convention 
deanery  meetings  so  they  can  be  discussed  prior  to  the  convention  and  hearings  can  be  scheduled 
during  the  convention.  This  also  allows  delegates  the  opportunity  to  think  and  pray  about  the 
resolutions. 

Resolutions  may  also  be  inspired  by  the  convention's  discussions  on  Thursday  or  other  events 
and  must  be  prepared  by  the  1 :00  p.m.  deadline  on  Friday.  This  deadline  allows  time  for  Conven- 
tion to  discuss  the  resolutions  in  hearings,  seek  consensus  where  possible,  and  accomplish  the  work 
of  typing  and  reproducing  before  Saturday  morning. 

Resolutions  must  be  sponsored  by  delegates.  Consequently,  delegates  are  encouraged  to  invite 
their  parishioners'  concerns  early  on  and  prepare  resolutions  accordingly.  Resolutions  which  have 
been  submitted  to  date  for  the  1996  diocesan  convention  are  printed  on  the  following  pages. 

— The  Reverend  Lucy  B.  Talbott  is  the  Resolutions  Committee  Chair 
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Come  Celebrate  10  years  of 
Christian  Hospitality 


at  Trinity  Center 
March  2, 1996 


Festival  Eucharist  begins  at  3  p.m. 
Music  and  barbeque  to  follow. 


Trinity  Center 's  Mission  Statement 

God  has  called  the  Episcopal  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 

through  Trinity  Center  to  provide  an  environment 
where  Christian  hospitality  is  experienced  and  shared. 


Food,  fun  and  thanksgiving  will  mark  the 
10th  anniversary  celebration  planned  for  Trinity 
Center  March  2.  The  diocese's  seaside  camp 
and  conference  center  has  weathered  storms, 
youth  retreats  and  countless  visitors  during  the 
past,  decade,  and  that's  worth  a  party,  according 
to  Mike  Morgan,  executive  director. 

"We,  just  thought  it  would  be  a  good  time  to 
call  special  attention  to  Trinity  Center,  for  all 
that  it  means  to  so  many  people,"  said  Morgan. 

The  celebration  will  open  with  a  Festival 
Eucharist  at  3  p.m.  that  Saturday  shortly  after 
conclusion  of  the  Wardens  Conference. 

A  Carolina-style  pig  pickin'  and  musical 
entertainment  will  follow  at  4:30  p.m. 

"We  plan  to  turn  the  main  conference  build- 
ing into  a  convention  hall  and  are  encouraging 


all  diocesan  commissions  and  committees  to  set 
up  displays,"  said  Morgan.  "It  will  be  a  great 
time  for  groups  to  plug  programs  and  confer- 
ences and  to  show  what  they  do." 

In  addition,  architectural  drawings  of  the 
proposed  expansion  of  Trinity  Center  will  be  on 
display.  The  construction  work  was  included  in 
the  original  master  plan  but  was  never  completed 
because  of  lack  of  funds. 

With  help  from  the  diocese's  capital  funds 
drive,  the  center  hopes  to  build  additional  staff 
housing,  construct  a  family-youth  center,  add  36 
more  beds  to  conference  housing  and  increase 
the  meeting  space  at  the  conference  center  com- 
plex. 

Those  who  want  to  remain  at  the  center 
overnight  can  get  the  pig,  a  room  and  a  Sunday 


morning  buffet  breakfast  for  $36. 

Reservations  will  be  on  a  first-come,  first- 
served  basis,  said  Morgan,  and  can  be  made  by 
calling  the  center  at  (919)  247-5600. 

by  Joe  West . 


Trinity  Center  dedication  March  1986.  Come  join  the 
'96  celebration. 
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Trinity  Center  Provides  Christian  Hospitality 


by  Braun  Campbell 

Do  not  neglect  to  show  hospitality,  for  thereby  some  have 
entertained  angels  unawares. 

—  Hebrews  13:2 

More  often  than  not,  we  think  of  Christian  hospitality  as 
ministry  and  work  in  inner-city  shelter  for  the  less  fortunate. 
But  how  appropriately  ironic  that  one  of  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina's  greatest  and  strongest  ministries  is  set  far  away 
from  the  buildings,  noise  and  traffic  that  a  city  offers. 
Quietly  nestled  near  the  sea,  Trinity  Center  provides  a 
beautiful  setting  to  serve  God  and  people.  And  spending  just 
one  second  on  the  grounds  makes  any  visitor  quick  to  realize 
why  so  much  of  Jesus'  own  ministry  was  spent  near  water. 

Trinity  Center's  Beginnings 

Trinity  Center  wasn't  always  the  hub  of  outreach  it  is 
now. 

Vision  for  the  center  began  in  1984  when  the  101st 
annual  diocesan  convention  authorized  a  $2  million  capital 
funds  campaign  to  fund  the  construction  of  the  center.  The 
then  undeveloped  60-acre  beach-  and  sound-front  site,  left  to 
the  diocese  by  Mrs.  Alice  G.  Hoffman,  provided  a  wonderful 
springboard  for  the  vision  of  what  the  diocesan  camp  and 
conference  program  could  be.  With  this  in  mind,  "Our 
Shared  Vision,"  the  1984  capital  campaign  was  launched. 

In  1986  Trinity  center  was  opened  and  the  new  camp 
program,  Camp  Trinity  began.  Success,  however,  was  not 
immediate.  Catering  primarily  to  Episcopalians  in  East 
Carolina,  Trinity  Center  provided  a  nice  atmosphere  for  its 
guests,  but  the  occupancy  rate  remained  low  and  as  a  result 
so  did  revenues.  Once  Trinity  Center  began  reaching  out  to 
groups  beyond  our  Episcopal  churches,  the  center  truly  began 
to  flourish. 


Hospitality  extends  beyond  coastal  boundaries 

While  those  whom  Trinity  Center  serves  are  not  limited 
to  the  less  fortunate,  Trinity  Center  is  providing  Christian 
hospitality  and  an  exposure  to  the  Episcopal  Church  to 
approximately  19,500  people  per  year.  Its  programs  reach 
far  beyond  the  boundaries  of  its  coast.  People  from  as  far 
away  as  Japan,  Scotland,  England  and  Canada  have  visited 
the  center.  Those  served  come  from  all  walks  of  life — unwed 
mothers,  school-aged  children  who  can't  afford  lunch, 
business  executives  seeking  solitude  and  spiritual  growth  and 
senior  citizens  who  want  to  learn. 

"As  good  stewards  of  the  property  here,  we  must  share 
the  center  with  as  many  people  as  we  can,"  says  Mike 
Morgan,  executive  director  of  Trinity  Center.  At  the  same 
time,  the  staff  does  not  promote  any  political  or  religious 
beliefs.  "Still,"  says  Morgan,  "a  profound  message  is  being 
spread  far  beyond  the  Center." 

The  Sound  to  Sea  program  is  designed  primarily  for 
students  who  study  life  in  the  sea,  sound,  marine  forest  and 
freshwater  pond  and  salt  marsh  during  a  three-day/two-night 
session.  Begun  in  1992,  the  program  can  be  adapted  to  any 
age  group,  and  has  become  a  major  outreach  effort  for  the 
diocese.  (See  adjacent  article.) 

On  the  opposite  end  of  the  age  spectrum,  Trinity  Center 
also  provides  Elderhostel  courses.  In  1996,  there  will  be  14 
sessions,  each  lasting  for  five  days  and  nights.  Courses  are 
taught  by  various  professors,  Trinity  Center,  North  Carolina 
Aquarium  and  the  Maritime  Museum  staffs.  Topics  range 
from  water  quality  to  barrier  island  geology. 

Other  Center  outreach  programs  include  parish  family 
retreats,  quiet  days,  summer  camp,  day  programs  for  youth  at 
risk  and  youth  programs  such  as  scouting.  "We  also  offer 
programs  to  area  schools  where  we  make  presentations  on 
birds  of  prey  or  local  Native  American  history.  All  of  these 
are  good  PR  for  the  Center  and  the  Episcopal  Church,"  adds 
Morgan. 


Capital  Fund  Drive  Includes  Center  Completion 

Though  near  perfect,  the  original  plans  for  TC  have 
never  been  completed.  "Trinity  is  a  place  where  the  staff  and 
the  atmosphere  create  a  place  where  the  Lord  touches  and 
speaks  to  both  Episcopalians  and  non-Episcopalians  alike," 
says  Carl  Ragsdale,  Capital  Fund  Drive  Chairman.  "It's  a 
wonderful  ministry  for  the  Church.  And  that's  why  it's 
important  to  the  diocese  to  complete  the  Center." 

After  a  feasibility  study,  1 1  focus  group  meetings  will  be 
held  at  1 1  churches  throughout  the  diocese  to  present  plans 
for  the  fund,  according  to  Ragsdale.  "Approximately  $1.8 
million  dollars  of  the  fund  is  currently  allocated  to  finish 
Trinity,"  says  Ragsdale.  "The  original  plans  include  things 
that  weren't  affordable  at  the  time.  We  anticipate  that  these 
things  will  be  completed  by  next  May  (1997)." 

These  projects  include:  completing  the  south  housing 
cluster,  adding  a  youth-family  meeting  center  and  one  more 
conference  space. 

"Through  Trinity  Center,  we  have  a  tremendous  oppor- 
tunity to  serve  God  and  be  a  strong  witness  for  the  Episcopal 
Church,"  says  Morgan.  "We  can  affect  lives  and  can  have  a 
powerful  impact  on  the  world." 

1995  Trinity  Center  Stats 

Bednights:  .   31,000 

Meals  served   1 18,00 

Guests  including  Sound  to  Sea:  ____  19,500 

Subsidized  diocesan  events:   $62,000 

Turnaways:        '  $1.1  million 

(that  could  have  been  accomodated  if  more 

conference  housing  was  available) 
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Sound  to  Sea  program  spans  wide  environment 


by  Joe  West 

An  environmental  program  that  sprouted  a  few  years  ago  in 
the  sands  of  Trinity  Center  has  taken  root  in  the  hearts  of  young 
and  old,  giving  them  a  better  appreciation  of  God's  creation.- 

The  Sound  to  Sea  program  began  in  1 992  as  a  way  of 
teaching  school  children  about  marine  life  and  its  habitat,  but  it 
also  is  making  a  deep  impression  on  their  teachers,  parents  and 
grandparents.  In  fact,  this  science  project  has  become  a  major 
outreach  effort  for  the  diocese,  attracting  people  from  across 
North  Carolina,  Virginia,  Tennessee,  Indiana  and  beyond. 

"I  feel  that  as  good  stewards  of  the  property  here,  it  is 
necessary  that  we  share  this  with  as  many  people  as  we  can," 
said  Mike  Morgan,  executive  director  of  Trinity  Center.  The 
staff  does  not  push  any  political  or  religious  agenda  during  the 
program,  he  adds,  but  a  profound  message  is  being  spread  far 
beyond  Trinity  Center. 

"We  are  teaching  pure  fact  here  about  the  environment,"  he 
added.  "But  these  kids  aren't  stupid,  and  it  doesn't  take  them 
long  to  make  the  connection  on  what  will  happen  if  someone 
messes  this  up." 

The  Sound  to  Sea  program  was  designed  primarily  for 
students,  who  come  to  the  center  for  three  days  and  two  nights 
to  study  life  in  the  sea,  sound,  marine  forest,  freshwater  pond 
and  salt  marsh. 

But  the  beauty  of  the  program  is  that  it  can  be  adapted  to 
any  age  or  group,  and  is  therefore  used  for  summer  day  camp, 
scouts,  youth  retreats  and  Elderhostel.  It  offers  a  very  versatile 
way  to  learn  about  the  environment,  said  Barbara  Joe  (B.J.) 
White,  program  director. 

"One  school  might  be  trying  to  build  community  between 
it's  third,  fourth  and  fifth  graders  on  their  trip,  while  another 
might  bring  eighth  graders  who  need  to  focus  strictly  on  marine 
science,"  she  said. 

The  kids  are  mesmerized  by  the  experience,  as  are  their 
teachers  and  parents. 

"They  are  able  to  go  into  the  marsh  and  sound  and  catch 
things,"  said  Bob  Slentz-Kesler,  a  middle  school  teach  at 
Greenbriar  Academy  in  Durham.  "They  get  dirty,  sandy  and 
wet,  and  they  love  it." 

The  October  trip  to  Trinity  was  his  third,  and  he  has  not 
lost  enthusiasm  for  the  program. 

In  addition  to  learning  about  the  environment,  students  also 
discover  more  about  themselves  and  their  classmates.  One  part 
of  the  program  involves  navigating  a  low-rope  challenge  course, 
which  requires  group  cooperation. 

"All  the  activities  involve  them  working  together  and  when 
we  get  back  to  school  we  find  they  get  along  better  in  class," 
said  Slentz-Kesler. 

While  his  students  were  getting  ready  to  dissect  some 
dogfish,  a  type  of  small  shark,  other  students  from  Claxton  and 
Bluford  elementary  schools  in  Greensboro  were  clustered 
around  the  freshwater  pond,  dipping  for  tiny  critters. 

"Right  now,  the  only  things  I'm  catching  are  leaves,  but 
I'm  having  a  good  time,"  said  Michael  Collins,  a  fifth-grader  at 
Claxton,  who  was  skillfully  pushing  a  dip-net  through  the  water. 


"I'm  trying  to  catch  anything  I  can,"  said  Stephanie 
Warshauer,  a  Bluford  fifth-grader,  who  was  working  from 
another  bank.  "Whatever  we  catch,  we'll  put  in  a  bucket  and  try 
to  grow  it,  to  learn  what  it  lives  on  in  the  pond  and  what  it  uses 
as  habitat." 

The  Sound  to  Sea  staff  works  hard  to  structure  a  study 
program  geared  to  the  students'  academic  level.  For  some,  the 
Trinity  experience  may  be  their  first  exposure  to  environmental 
matters,  while  others  may  be  coming  to  cap-off  what  they've 
learned  in  science  classes. 

Jenny  Chapman,  the  assistant  program  manager,  contacts 
each  school  group  in  advance  to  ascertain  the  type  of  program 
required. 

"When  they  get  here,  our  instructors  know  what  scientific 
terms  they  can  use  and  how  to  present  the  information  so  the 
kids  can  get  the  most  out  of  the  program,"  said  Chapman. 

Staff  members  do  not  want  this  to  be  an  isolated  experience 
and  hope  students  will  use  what  they  learn  to  replicate  similar 
situations  in  their  classrooms  and  build  upon  that  knowledge. 

"We  want  to  be  a  lasting  part  of  a  student's  educational 
experience,  something  they  look  back  on  and  never  forget,"  said 
White.  She  and  Chapman  have  a  staff  of  1 0  instructors  who 
work  hard  to  achieve  that  goal.  All  the  instructors  are  college 
graduates  with  experience  in  the  areas  they  teach. 

The  program  already  is  having  a  lasting  effect  on  teachers 
and  parents.  Staff  members  receive  lots  of  letters  from  teachers 
who  thank  them  for  the  new  respect  the  kids  show  in  the 
classroom.  Parents  are  impressed,  too,  by  the  quality  of 
instruction  and  the  way  the  children  eagerly  respond. 

Ellen  Smoak  is  among  the  appreciative  parents.  One  of  her 
children  attended  the  program  last  year  and  came  back  raving  . 
about  it.  So  this  year,  when  her  other  Claxton  student  signed  up, 
Smoak  insisted  on  tagging  along. 

"I  think  this  is  absolutely  wonderful,"  said  Smoak.  "I'm 
real  concerned  that  children  don't  get  enough  environmental 
education."  She  said  it  was  unfortunate  that  more  students  could 
not  come  to  Trinity  for  the  experience  but  hoped  that  those  who 
did  would  go  back  and  share  what  they  learned. 

Popularity  of  the  Sound  to  Sea  program  has  the  staff 
working  year-round  now.  About  8,000  students  will  attend  this 
year,  which  means  about  $370,000  in  business  for  the  center, 
said  Morgan.  Cost  to  students  is  $75  for  two  nights  and  three 
days,  with  meals  and  instruction.  The  Sound  to  Sea  program  is 
not  only  self-supporting  but  helps  subsidize  youth  camp  and 
other  functions,  keeping  costs  low  for  Episcopalians  who  use  the 
center. 

"While  raising  money  is  not  the  purpose  of  the  program,  it 
has  given  us  some  extra  money  to  fix  up  things  and  to  build  a 
new  beach  pavilion  that  would  not  otherwise  be  possible,"  said 
Morgan. 

For  the  first  time,  students  will  even  attend  during  the  chilly 
months  of  December  and  January.  That  has  the  staff  a  little 
worried  because  there  is  not  much  room  to  get  in  out  of  the  cold. 

"If  we  get  blown  out  by  the  weather,  we  will  end  up 


teaching  in  the  dining  room  because  that  is  the  only  heated 
space  that  could  accommodate  them,"  said  Morgan. 

He  hopes  the  upcoming  capital  funds  drive  will  provide 
money  for  a  multipurpose  building  that  can  be  used  for  the 
school  programs  and  other  youth  gatherings,  as  well  as  religious 
services. 

"It  would  allow  us  to  more  safely  book  a  wintertime  Sound 
to  Sea  program,"  Morgan  said. 

Even  with  its  limitations,  the  program  alreadyhas  put  the 
Episcopal  Church  in  a  leadership  role  in  environment,  he  said, 
adding  that  is  exactly  where  it  ought  to  be. 

"We  are  in  the  middle  of  the  missionary  field  today.  It  is 
no  longer  in  Africa  or  somewhere  far  away,"  said  Morgan.  "We 
are  the  front-line  troops.  We  are  in  the  midst  of  a  tremendous 
battle  and  we  have  the  will  and  the  way  to  make  a  tremendous 
impact  in  the  world." 


Staff  member,  Jenny  Chapman,  (above  center)  helps 
tailor  the  program  to  each  group's  needs. 


Hands-on  experience  best  way  to  learn 


by  Joe  West 

The  staff  at  Trinity  Center  hopes  that  students  who  slog 
through  the  Sound  to  Sea  program  remember  one  thing:  Never 
throw  apple  cores  out  the  car  window. 

That  may  sound  like  a  small  achievement,  but  it's  one  that 
can  change  a  person's  attitude  about  the  environment.  The 
students  learn  the  apple  core  lesson  by  observing  the  birds  of  prey 
that  are  permanently  housed  at  the  center.  They  include  two 
owls,  a  hawk  and  a  falcon. 

"The  owls  we  have  were  hit  by  ears,  and  they  can  never  fly 
free  again,"  said  Mike  Morgan,  executive  director  of  Trinity 
Center.  "They  flew  into  the  paths  of  cars  when  they  came  to  feed 
on  rodents  that  were,  in  turn,  feeding  on  apples  and  other  trash 
thrown  from  cars." 

Experiencing  the  tragedy  of  these  grand  birds  firsthand 
makes  a  powerful  impression  on  the  students,  said  Morgan.  That 
is  the  kind  of  "experiential  learning"  offered  in  the  Sound  to  Sea 
program,  and  it  sticks  with  the  kids. 

"When  they  get  down  there  in  the  muck  and  pull  out  a  clam 
or  cut  open  a  garlic  sponge  and  smell  it,  they  really  retain  that 


kind  of  thing,"  he  said. 

The  program  also  has  made  an  impression  on  the  teachers 
who  are  bringing  students  to  Trinity  Center  in  droves  to  learn 
about  life  in  the  sea,  sound,  marine  forest,  freshwater  pond  and 
salt  marsh. 

Karen  Marks,  a  teacher  at  Claxton  Elementary  School  in 
Greensboro,  brought  her  gifted  students  to  Trinity  in  October  for 
the  fourth  year  in  a  row.  The  school  has  reserved  a  spot  for  next 
year  and  plans  to  keep  coming  back. 

"We  used  to  take  the  kids  on  overnight  trips  to  Washington 
and  Williamsburg,  but  we  don't  do  that  anymore,"  said  Marks. 
"In  those  places,  all  you  can  do  is  look  at  exhibits  and  move  on. 
It  never  really  engages  the  students." 

But  Trinity  offers  a  real-life  experience,  from  catching  bugs 
in  a  pond  to  dissecting  a  squid. 

"This  is  environmental  education  that  you  cannot  do  in  a 
school  setting,"  she  said.  "The  hands-on  experience  gives  real 
appreciation  of  nature." 

"Hands-on"  continued  on  page  10 


Trinity  Center  brings  a  new  meaning  to  "hands-on 
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All  paths  lead  to  the  Cross 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 


Join  us  at  Trinity  Center  as  we  walk  in  the  way  of  the  Cross 

during  the  Lenten  Season 


A  Quiet  Day  in  Lent 
February  28,  1996 
9  am  -  3  pm 


A  Mid-Lenten  Retreat 
March  15-17,  1996 


The  Rev.  Lucy  B.  Talbott,  Spiritual  Director 

The  Day  will  begin  with  Morning  Prayer  and  Meditation  at 
9  am  in  the  Chapel  of  Julian  of  Norwich,  after  which  there  will 
be  time  for  walks  on  the  beach  or  grounds,  meditative  reading, 
and  prayer.  Lunch  will  follow  Noonday  Prayer.  Another 
meditation  led  by  Mother  Lucy  will  be  held  at  1  pm.  The  Day 
will  conclude  with  the  Celebration  of  the  Holy  Eucharist  at 
2:30  pm. 

Register  by  calling  Trinity  Center:  (919)  247-5600.  Cost 
of  the  Day  which  includes  lunch  is  $10.  A  limited  number  of 
rooms  may  be  available  for  those  who  wish  to  come  the 
afternoon  before.  Please  check  with  Jacque  Mason  at  Trinity 
Center. 

The  Rev.  Lucy  Talbott  is  Rector  of  St,  Paul's  in-the-Pines 
Church  in  Fayetteville.  She  is  a  pilgrim  in  the  Way  of  the 
Cross  who  invites  us  to  join  her  this  Lent  at  Trinity  Center. 
She  will  also  be  available  for  spiritual  direction  and  confes- 
sion. 


The  Rev.  Thomas  G.  Cure,  Spiritual  Director 

Come  walk  the  way  of  the  Cross  in  the  'Lenten  Retreat  at  Trinity  Center. 
The  retreat  begins  with  Evening  Prayer  at  5:30,  the  Evening  Meal,  and  a  7:30 
session  on  An  Introduction  to  Retreating  with  Conversation,  by  Fr.  Tom  Cure, 
who  has  led  many  of  us  here  in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  on  the  Way  of  the 
Cross. 

Saturday  will  be  spent  in  praying  the  Daily  office,  participating  in  Medita- 
tions led  by  Fr.  Tom,  and  celebrating  the  Holy  Eucharist.  There  will  be  time 
for  private  talks  and  confession  with  the  Spiritual  Director  as  well  as  quiet 
time  alone  as  we  reflect:  The  Lord  is  full  of  compassion  and  mercy:  Come  let 
us  adore  him. 

Sunday  will  again  include  morning  and  Noonday  Prayers,  the  Holy 
Eucharist  and  Conversations  on  the  Retreat  Experience.  The  Retreat  will  end 
after  luncheon  on  Sunday,  March  17. 

REGISTRATION 

$1 10  for  the  entire  weekend,  includes  room  and  meals. 
$20  deposit  required. 

Make  checks  payable  to  the  Diocese  East  Carolina  and  return  with  registration 
form  to:  Flora  Shedd,  OBJN,  P.  0.  Box  380,  Salter  Path,  NC  28575 

Name:  

Address:  

Phone: 


Focus  Group  Meetings  for  the  proposed  Capital 
Funds  Drive  are  scheduled  as  follows: 


Meeting  Date 

Time 

Deanery 

Place 

Sat, Jan.  13 

10:00  a.m. 

Pamlico 

St.  Peter's,  Washington 

Wed.,  Jan.  17 

8:00  p.m. 

Lower  Cape  Fear 

St.  John's,  Wilmington 

Thurs.,  Jan.  1$ 

7:00  p.m. 

Lower  Cape  Fear 

St.  James,  Wilmington 

Fri.,  Jan.  19 

7:00  p.m. 

Albemarle 

St.  Andrews,  Nags  Head 

Tues.,  Jan  23 

7:00  p.m. 

Trinity 

St  Andrews,  Morehead  City 

Wed.,  Jan.  24 

7:00  p.m. 

Trinity 

Christ  Church,  New  Bern 

Sat,  Jan.  27 

10:00  a.m. 

Trinity 

Christ  Church,  New  Bern 

Mon„  Jan.  29 

7:00  p.m. 

Pamlico 

St.  Timothy's,  Greenville 

Thurs.,  Feb.  1 

7:00  p.m. 

Trinity 

St  Mary's,  Kinston 

Tues.,  Feb.  6 

7:00  p.m. 

Upper  Cape  Fear 

Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville 

Wed.,  Feb.  7 

7:00  p.m. 

Upper  Cape  Fear 

St.  John's,  Fayetteville 

"Hands-on"  continued  from  page  9 


The  students  also  learn  other  lessons  about  life.  Evening  sessions  offer  insights  into 
different  cultures  and  customs,  as  well  as  the  basic  struggle  to  survive. 

For  example,  one  program  is  called  the  "Underground  Railroad,"  where  the  students 
have  to  wander  around  the  center  grounds  in  the  dark,  trying  to  find  their  way  to  freedom 
like  escaped  slaves  once  did.  The  drama  is  heightened  by  teachers  and  parents  who  portray 
the  bounty  hunters  who  are  hot  on  their  heels. 

The  dark  of  night  and  thick  underbrush  provide  a  realistic  taste  of  what,  those  slaves 
had  to  endure  on  their  long  flight  to  freedom. 

"That  simulation  gives  them  a  whole  new  perspective  on  that  experience,"  said  Marks. 
"They  are  scared  and  excited  at  the  same  time.  You  don't  have  to  worry  about  losing  them, 
they  really  hang  close  for  that  activity." 

Care  of  the  environment  is  reinforced  in  routine  ways,  too,  like  requiring  students  to 
use  boardwalks,  while  in  the  marsh  and  to  stay  off  the  sand  dunes. 

"We  don't  let  people  walk  in  the  marsh  grass,"  said  Barbara  Joe  (B.J.)  White,  program 
director.  "That  is  incredibly  important  because  you  can  turn  a  salt  marsh  into  bog  by 
tramping  through  it." 

Lessons  the  students  learn  during  their  short  stay  at  Trinity  are  carried  far  beyond  the 
center's  bounds. 

"I  hope  that  we  are  building  tip  such  a  love  of  the  environment  here  that  when  they  get 
older  and  have  to  choose  between  money  and  ruining  the  environment,  they  will  choose  the 
environment,"  said  Marks. 
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Resolutions  submitted  for  the 
1996  diocesan  convention 


ALTERATIONS  TO  THE  NATIONAL  CONSTITUTION 

(alterations  approved  on  1st  reading  in  1994,  to  be  given  final  consideration 
at  the  General  Convention  of  1997) 

Resolved,  the  House  of  Bishops,  concurring,  that  Article  II,  Section  4,  of  the 
Constitution  be  amended  as  follows: 

Sec  4.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  a  Diocese,  with  consent  at  the  request  of  the 
Bishop  of  that  Diocese  to  elect  one  or  more  not  more  than  two  Suffragan 
Bishops  without  right  of  succession  ***,  and  be  it  further 

Resolv  ed,  That  a  copy  of  this  amendment  be  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Convention  of  every  Diocese,  to  be  made  known  to  the  Diocesan  Convention 
at  its  next  meeting. 


Resolved,  the  House  of  Deputies  concurring,  That,  Article  XII  of  the 
Constitution  be  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

No  alteration  of  or  amendment  of  this  Constitution  shall  be  made  unless  the 
same  shall  be  first  proposed  at  one  regular  meeting  of  the  General  Conven- 
tion and  by  a  resolve  thereof  be  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Convention  of 
every  Diocese, 

And  be  it  further 

Resolved,  that  a  copy  of  this  amendment  be  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Convention  of  every  Diocese,  to  be  made  known  to  the  Diocesan  Convention 
at  its  next  meeting. 

(The  Secretary  of  each  Diocese  is  required  to  make  known  such  proposed 
alterations  of  the  Constitution  to  the  Convention  of  their  Diocese  at  its  next 
meeting,  and  to  certify  to  the  Secretary  of  the  House  of  Bishops  that  such 
action  has  been  taken.) 

The  DOCC  Program 

Whereas,  the  One  Hundred  Twelfth  Diocesan  Convention  passed  a 
resolution  calling  for  an  annual  DOCC  Conference  to  be  hosted  by  a  parish 
of  this  Diocese  for  the  benefit  of  those  within  the  Diocese  seeking  the  use 
of  this  program  and  as  a  regional  ministry  to  the  greater  Church; 

And  Whereas,  St.  James'  of  Wilmington  did  in  fact  embrace  that 
resolution  and  did  sponsor  and  host  the  first  Annual  Conference  of  the 
spread  of  that  program; 

Therefore,  this  One  Hundred  Thirteenth  Convention  wishes  to  heartily 
thank,  laud  and  commend  the  efforts  and  work  of  that  parish  recognizing 
the  benefits  to  parish  development  and  Christian  Education  that  the  DOCC 
program  offers  to  individuals,  parishes  and  therefore  to  this  Diocese; 

And  Furthermore,  it  encourages  some  other  parish  to  embrace  the  same 
commitment  in  1996  by  agreeing  to  sponsor  and  host  a  2nd  Annual  DOCC 
Conference. 

Submitted  by, 
Russell  L.  Johnson 


Program  to  Purchase  Rectories 

Whereas,  the  financial  burden  on  small  congregations  continues  to  expand; 
and 

Whereas,  their  continued  ability  to  afford  full  time  clergy  support  is 
severely  threatened;  and 

Whereas,  housing  allowances  are  a  significant  portion  of  that  overall 
financial  burden; 

Be  it  therefore  resolved  that  this  Diocese  begin  to  address  this  problem  by 
committing  itself  to  establishing  a  creative  program  to  assist  small  parishes 
in  the  selection  and  purchase  of  suitable  rectories; 

And  be  it  further  resolved  that  all  parishes  so  assisted  be  required  to  set 
aside  a  fair  equity  payment  for  its  priest  to  be  paid  to  that  priest  after  5 
years  and  every  year  thereafter  of  tenure. 

I  Rationale:  Creative  ways  must  be  adopted  in  order  to  make  it  possible  for 
smaller  parishes  to  attract  and  keep  clergy  support.  This  program  offers 

I  one  idea  that  would  encourage  clergy  stability  in  smaller  parishes  while 
permitting  smaller  parishes  to  be  financially  more  flexible. 

Submitted  by, 
I  Russell  L.  Johnson 

JANUARY  1996 


Resolution  on  Absentee  Ballots 

Whereas,  there  are  involved  and  informed  parishioners  unable,  for  good 
cause,  to  be  physically  present  at  an  annual  parish  meeting  to  cast  ballots  for 
elections, 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  by  a  unanimous  vote  members  of  Christ 
Church,  New  Bern  attending  its  Annual  Meeting  on  November  19,  1995, 
petition  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  to  amend  the  Diocesan  Canon  (Canon 
3,  Section  1,  Item  C)  to  allow,  under  reasonable  and  fair  guidelines,  the 
provision  of  absentee  ballots  for  an  Annual  Parish  meeting  election. 

Passed  on  November  19,  1995 
Rozanne  B.  McCotter,  Clerk 


Resolution  in  Thanksgiving  for  the 
Ministry  of  the  Reverend  Joseph  H.  Banks 

Whereas,  in  1948  the  Reverend  Joseph  H.  Banks  answered  the  call  of 
St.  Andrew's  Church  to  join  in  the  ministry  of  our  parish  as  a  priest,  a 
pastor  and  a  friend;  and 

Whereas,  he  has  been  our  Shepherd,  leading  us  on  a  spiritual  journey 
that  brought  us  to  an  even  greater  understanding  of  our  Lord  and  Savior 
Jesus  Christ;  and 

Whereas,  Father  Banks  has  written  indelibly  his  gentle  presence  on  our 
parish  and  in  our  hearts,  preaching  and  teaching  insightfully;  caring  for 
us  with  sensitivity  and  understanding;  befriending  us  as  individuals  and 
as  families;  teaching  us  about  our  church  and  ourselves  without  threat; 
and 

Whereas,  Father  Banks  has  reached  the  milestone  in  his  life  where  he 
feels  that  he  has  run  the  good  race,  fought  the  good  fight,  and  made  the 
decision  to  retire;  and 

Whereas,  the  members  of  Saint  Andrew's  Episcopal  Church  accept  with 
joy  that  he  was  a  part  of  our  spiritual  life,  and  regret  his  leaving,  knowng 
that  his  presence  in  our  lives  made  us  better  Christians; 

Be  it  therefore  resolved  that  the  members  of  Saint  Andrew's  Episcopal 
Church  express  their  love  for  and  offer  our  thanks  to  God  Almighty  for 
the  49  years  of  Father  Joseph  H.  Bank's  ministry  to  our  church 
community,  and  pray  that  God  will  continue  to  bless  him. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

St.  Andrew's  Church  Vestry  and  members 

Resolution  in  Praise  and  Thanksgiving  for  the 
Ministry  of  Josh  T.  Mackenzie 

Whereas,  Joshua  Tayloe  MacKenzie  was  born  on  November  25,  1930, 
to  Athalia  Tayloe  MacKenzie  and  Robert  MacKenzie  in  the  "original" 
Washington  (in  North  Carolina)  and  grew  up  in  that  community  and  in 
St.  Peter's  Episcopal  Church;  and. 

Whereas,  Josh  T.  MacKenzie  attended  Davidson  College,  then  served 
in  the  United  States  Coast  Guard  from  1952,  to  1956;  and, 

Whereas,  Josh  T.  MacKenzie,  to  his  everlasting  credit,  married  Betty 
Elizabeth  Gary  on  December  20,  1952  at  St.  Mary's  Episcopal  Church 
in  Kinston,  North  Carolina;  and, 

Whereas,  upon  completion  of  his  Coast  Guard  service,  Josh  T. 
MacKenzie  returned  home  and  worked  in  the  family  business, 
MacKenzie  Equipment  Company;  and, 

Whereas,  compelled  by  the  quickening  of  heart,  mind  and  spirit  and 
answering  to  his  summons,  he  enrolled  in  and  completed  his  education  at 
Virginia  Episcopal  Seminary  and, 

Whereas,  Josh  T.  MacKenzie  was  ordained  as  Deacon  on  June  21, 
1961,  by  Bishop  Thomas  H.  Wright  at  St.  Paul's,  Washington,  then  was 
ordained  as  Priest  by  Bishop  Wright  at  St.  Christopher's  Church, 
Havelock,  North  Carolina,  on  February  26,  1962;  and, 

Whereas,  to  the  marriage  of  Josh  and  Betty,  were  born  three  lovely 
daughters,  Elizabeth  Gary,  Hazel  and  Maryland, 
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Whereas,  Josh  and  Betty  are  the  grandparents  of  Josh  and  Peyton,  born 
to  Gary  and  her  husband,  Mark  Copes;  and  of  Carter  and  Walker,  twins, 
of  whom  Father  MacKenzie,  a  scholar  of  the  Pentateuch,  had  said  they 
might  be  named  Eldad  and  Medad  and  who  were  born  to  Hazel  and  her 
husband,  Dan  Mason  and  are  at  this  writing  prospective  grandparents  for 
a  child  in  progress,  the  conception  of  Mary  and  her  husband,  Andrew 
Mason;  and 

Whereas,  Josh  T.  MacKenzie,  served  as  rector  of  St.  Christopher's 
Church,  Havelock  from  1 962  to  1 965,  at  one  point  during  that  tenure 
reacting  to  the  sudden  ignition  of  an  Advent  wreath  in  a  way  that  entirely 
satisfied  Hemingway's  definition  of  courage  as  "grace  under  pressure"; 
and, 

Whereas,  from  1965  to  1974,  Josh  T.  MacKenzie  served  as  rector  of  St. 
Andrew's  Church,  Rocky  Mount,  North  Carolina,  and, 

Whereas,  Josh  T.  MacKenzie  was  rector  at  St.  Stephen's  Church, 
Durham,  North  Carolina  from  1974  to  1986;  and, 

Whereas,  Josh  T.  MacKenzie  began  his  duties  as  rector  at  Christ 
Church,  Elizabeth  City,  North  Carolina,  on  June  1,  1986,  and  officiated 
at  his  last  service  there  on  All  Saints'  Sunday,  November  5,  1995;  and, 

Whereas,  Josh  T.  MacKenzie  has  been  active  in  the  life  of  the  Diocese 
of  East  Carolina  inasmuch  as  he  has  served  with  the  Department  of 
Mission,  was  a  driving  force  in  initiating  an  AIDS  ministry,  has  served 
on  the  Creative  Stewardship  Committee,  has  been  President  of  the 
Standing  Committee,  was  a  member  of  the  Executive  Council,  Director 
of  Adventurers'  Camp  for  four  summers,  was  a  delegate  to  General 
Convention  in  Phoenix,  Arizona,  in  1991;  and, 

Whereas,  Josh's  life  and  ministry  have  been  marked  by  wit,  warmth,  by 
his  love  and  concern  for  both  the  community  of  believers  and  the  human 
family,  by  extension  of  the  Good  News  through  both  word  and  deed,  by 
the  deep  affection  felt  for  him  by  all  with  whom  he  has  come  into 
contact,  by  his  constant  clear  voice  in  witness  to  his  faith  in  the  risen 
Christ;  and, 

Whereas,  Betty  MacKenzie  has  been  a  loving  wife,  mother  and 
grandmother,  a  counselor  to  Josh  in  times  of  perplexity,  a  woman  of 
wisdom,  beauty  and  grace  and  a  dynamic  presence  in  every  parish  Josh 
has  served;  and, 

Whereas,  during  his  ministry  at  Christ  Church,  Josh  T.  MacKenzie  has 
been  instrumental  in  fund-raising  campaigns  and  renovations  for  both 
the  parish  house  and  sanctuary,  has  been  faithful  to  Christ's  example  in 
implementing  a  9:30  a.m.  service  especially  well-suited  to  making 
manifest  to  children  the  meaning  and  vitality  of  worship,  has  inspired 
two  members,  Sean  Cavanaugh,  and  his  mother,  Debi  Fox,  to  pursue  the 
priesthood  and, 

Whereas,  Josh  has,  in  every  respect,  lived  into  a  quotation  from  his 
beloved  Frederick  Buechner,  defining  "saint"  in  that  he  has  been  one  of 
"the  handkerchiefs  God  occasionally  drops  in  holy  flirtation  with  the 
World,"  and. 

Whereas,  Josh  announced  his  retirement,  effective  December  1,  1995, 
and  the  Vestry  of  Christ  Church,  Elizabeth  City,  has  accepted  with  regret 
and  heartfelt  gratitude  his  retirement  and  do  wish  to  commend  Josh's  life 
and  ministry  as  most  worthy  of  praise  and  thanksgiving. 

Now  therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  the  Bishop,  the  Clergy  and  the  Lay 
Delegates  of  the  1 13th  Annual  Convention  of  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina  do  hereby  give  thanks  and  praise  to  Josh  T.  MacKenzie  for  his 
life  and  ministry  and  do  express  our  love  for  him;  and, 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  our  thanks,  praise  and  love,  are  extended  to 
Betty  MacKenzie,  for  nurturing  and  sustaining  Josh,  for  her  love  for 
him,  and  for  her  extraordinary  role  in  his  life  and  ministry;  and. 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  this  resolution  be  included  in  the  records  of 
the  1 13th  Annual  Convention  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  that  a  true 
copy  be  executed  by  the  Bishop,  certified  by  the  Secretary,  that  the  seal 
of  the  Diocese  be  affixed,  and  that  the  true  copy  be  delivered  to  Josh  and 
Betty  MacKenzie. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

The  Wardens  and  Vestry  of  Christ  Church,  Elizabeth  City 
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Nominations  for  General  Convention 
Deputy  -  Clergy 

The  Rev.  James  C.  Cooke,  Jr. 

St.  Anne's,  Jacksonville 
Diocesan  Involvement:  Gen- 
eral Convention  Deputy  ( 1 99 1 , 
1994);  President,  Standing 
Committee;  Commission  on 
Ministry;  Chair,  Committee  on 
the  Diaconate;  Trinity  Center 
Personnel  Committee. 
Parish  Involvement:  Rector  St. 
Anne's,  Jacksonville,  1987  - 
Present 

Jim  has  been  a  delegate  to  the  General  Convention  twice 
previously.  His  previous  experience  will  be  invaluable  in 
assisting  him  to  be  an  effective  member  of  this  important 
body.  Jim  is  personally  a  very  thoughtful  and  deliberate 
person  who  will  consider  all  sides  of  the  issues  and  attempt 
to  make  a  decision  as  to  what  is  in  the  best  interest  of  the 
church.  He  does  not  have  any  hidden  agendas,  but  sincerely 
wants  to  further  the  Lord 's  work. 

The  Rev.  C.  Phillip  Craig,  Sr. 

St.  Mary's,  Kinston 
Diocesan  Involvement: 

Diocesan  Council;  Standing 
Committee;  Committee  on 
Clergy  Salaries;  Diocesan  Camp 
and  Conference  Board,  Chair- 
man; Dean  of  Trinity  Deanery; 
Deputy  to  General  Convention, 
1991  and  1994. 
Parish  Involvement:  Rector, 
St.  Mary's  Church,  Kinston, 
1986  -  Present 

Phil  has  broad  based  experience  in  serving  the  body  of 
Christ  at  parish,  Diocesan  'and  national  levels.  He  also  has 
the  solid,  spiritually  informed  understanding  of  issues  facing 
the  Church  and  its  people  that  enables  him  to  offer  a  strong 
voice  and  wise  council  as  a  representative  to  the  House  of 
Deputies  at  National  Convention. 

The  Rev.  Robert  S.  Dannals 

Christ  Church,  New  Bern 

Diocesan  Involvement:  Finance  Committee;  Capital  Funds 
Drive  Committee;  Stewardship  Commission;  In  the  Diocese 
of  North  Carolina,  Diocesan  Executive  Council;  Chairman, 
Commission  on  Mission  and  Outreach;  NC  2000  Long 
Range  Planning. 

Parish  Involvement:  Rector,  Christ  Church,  New  Bern 
Bob  has  an  interest  in  serving  in  this  capacity.  He  is  willing 
to  listen  carefully,  to  study  diligently,  and  to  seek  that  which 
is  of  central  import  to  the  Church  and  the  Diocese. 

The  Rev.  Russell  Johnson 

St.  Paul's,  Edenton 

Diocesan  Involvement:  Current  member  of  the  Standing 
Committee;  the  Convention  Committee;  the  Stewardship 
Commission;  past  Executive  Council  member;  Trustee  of 
the  University  of  the  South;  Camps  Committee  member; 
past  Cursillo/Happening  Spiritual  Director;  and  Alternate 
Deputy  at  the  last  General  Convention. 
Parish  Involvement:  Rector  St.  Paul's,  Edenton,  Rector 
Trinity,  Lumberton. 

Russell  represented  us  as  an  alternate  delegate  at  the  last 
General  Convention.  He  has  served  the  diocese  in  a  variety 
of  ways.  He  would  be  a  good  representative  of  this  diocese. 


The  Rev.  Canon  Edwin  E.  Smith 

St.  Mark's,  Wilmington 
Diocesan  Involvement: 

Executive  Council;  Deanery 
Representative;  Commission  on 
Ministry;  Commission  on 
Christian  Formation;  Racial 
Harmony  Chair. 
Parish  Involvement:  Rector, 
St.  Mark's,  Wilmington 
A  priest  for  39  years,  Canon 
Smith  has  served  the  Church  in 
many  positions  with  distinction. 
He  was  a  clerical  deputy  at  the  1970  General  Convention  in 
Houston,  Texas,  when  women  were  first  seated,  and  he  will 
likewise  serve  this  diocese  with  vision  and  distinction. 

The  Rev.  Lucy  Talbott 

St.  Paul's  in  the  Pines,  Fayetteville 

Diocesan  Involvement:  Executive  Council  member,  present 
and  past;  Standing  Committee  member  and  past  chair; 
Stewardship  consultant,  present  and  past;  member  of 
Christian  Education  Committee,  Abortion  Committee, 
Sexuality  Committee;  and  Chair  of  the  Resolutions  Commit- 
tee. 

Lucy  has  been  active  and  a  leader  in  many  areas  in  the  life 
of  the  diocese.  While  being  clear  about  her  positions  on 
issues,  she  also  welcomes  and  learns  from  differing  perspec- 
tives of  others.  She  served  well  as  a  deputy  last  time,  and 
has  represented  us  on  the  national  AIDS  Commission 
arising  from  the  last  General  Convention. 


Nominations  for  General  Convention 
Deputy  -  Lay 

Nancy  Broadwell 

Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville 

Diocesan  Involvement:  Former  ECW  President;  Standing 
Committee;  Bishop's  Nominating  Committee;  Chair, 
Stewardship  Commission;  Capital  Funds  Steering  Commit- 
tee. 

Parish  Involvement:  Junior  Warden;  Vestry  Person; 
Stewardship  Chair;  Altar  Guild;  Building  Committee. 

Nancy  is  one  of  the  most  gifted,  talented  and  knowledgeable 
women  in  the  Diocese  today.  Her  wide  range  of  experiences 
provide  our  Diocese  with  a  great  asset  at  General  Conven- 
tion. - 

David  A.  Stoller 

Christ  Church,  New  Bern 

Diocesan  Involvement:  Standing  Committee,  1995-;  Board 
of  Directors,  Episcopal  Foundation  of  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina,  Inc.,  1994-;  Delegate,  Diocesan  Convention,  88- 
present,  (Chair,  Nominating  Committee,  1995,  Parliamentar- 
ian, 1994,  Committee  on  Constitution  and  Canons,  1993- 
94);  Executive  Council,  1991-94;  Board  of  Directors, 
Thompson  Children's  Home,  1993-95;  Committee  on 
Sexual  Misconduct  in  Ministry,  1993-95  (Response  Team, 
1994-);  President,  Tri-County  Council  of  Episcopal 
Churches,  1990-92;  Coordinating  Couple,  Episcopal 
Marriage  Encounter,  1 989-;  Presenting  Couple,  Episcopal 
Marriage  Encounter,  1984-90;  Deputy,  General  Convention, 
1994;  Province  IV  Synod,  1995. 
Parish  Involvement:  Lay  Chalice  Bearer  and  Reader, 
1986-96;  Vestry,  1989-91;  Parish  Rector  Search  Committee 
1992-93;  Parish  Associate  Rector  Search  Committee  1993; 


Ad  hoc  committee  for  long  range  planning  1994;  Adult 
Christian  Ed  teacher;  EFM  1993-;  EFM  Mentor  1995-. 

Robert  D.  Van  Veld 

St.  Timothy's,  Greenville 

Diocesan  Involvement:  Consultants'  Network;  Episcopal 
Foundation,  President  (1990);  Deputy  to  General  Conven- 
tion, 1991,  1994;  Diocesan  Human  Sexuality  Dialogues; 
Diocesan  Convention  Committee  Chairman,  1987  -1994; 
Chair,  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  Nominating  Committee  for 
the  Election  of  the  Bishop  Coadjutor. 
Parish  Involvement:  Finance  Committee  until  1994; 
Stewardship  Caller;  Layreader;  Greeter;  Adult  Scripture 
Class;  Co-leader  Human  Sexuality  Dialogue;  Worship 
Committee;  Chair  (1992-1994),  Congregational  Develop- 
ment Committee. 

Bob 's  on-going  commitment  to  his  parish  and  Diocese 
demonstrates  willingness  to  serve  with  energy  and  care.  He 
approaches  work  for  the  Church  with  commitment,  creativity 
and  flexibility.  His  previous  service  as  Deputy  to  two 
Conventions  means,  I  believe,  that  both  the  Diocese  and  the 
larger  church  will  be  well  served  with  Bob  as  one  of  our 
Deputies. 


Nominations  for  Standing  Committee 

According  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
the  Standing  Committee  is  elected  to  serve  primarily  as  the 
"Bishop's  Council  of  Advice. "  The  Standing  Committee's 
canonical  responsibilities  include:  giving  consent  for  the 
election  and  consecration  of  a  bishop  for  any  diocese  in  the 
Episcopal  Church;  advising  the  bishop  in  cases  of  alienation 
or  encumbrance  of  church  property;  approving  candidates 
for  ordination  and  approving  those  seeking  ordination  as 
deacons  and  priests;  advising  the  bishop  in  cases  of  renun- 
ciation of  the  Ministry  by  clergy  and  in  cases  of  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  Communion  of  the  Church  by  a  priest  or  deacon. 
Customarily,  the  Standing  Committee  has  responsibility  for 
the  process  of  the  election  of  a  bishop  in  a  diocese.  When 
there  is  no  bishop,  the  Standing  Committee  becomes  the 
Ecclesiastical  Authority. 

The  Rev.  David  M.  Chamberlain 

St.  John's,  Fayetteville 

Diocesan  Involvement:  Commission  on  Ministry  1988- 
1992;  1993-1994;  Commission  on  Evangelism  and  Renewal 
(Chair)  1988-1992;  Executive  Council  1989-1992;  Alternate 
Deputy  to  General  Convention  1991;  Cursillo  Diocesan 
Spiritual  Director  1991-1994. 

Parish  Involvement:  Rector  of  St.  John's  since  1987; 
Fayetteville  Central  Churches  Association  Chairman  1 990- 
1991. 

The  Rev.  C.  Phillip  Craig,  Sr. 

St.  Mary's,  Kinston 

Diocesan  Involvement:  Diocesan  Council;  Standing 

Committee;  Committee  on  Clergy  Salaries;  Diocesan  Camp 

and  Conference  Board,  Chairman;  Dean  of  Trinity  Deanery; 

Deputy  to  General  Convention,  1991  and  1994. 

Parish  Involvement:  Rector,  St.  Mary's  Church,  1986  - 

Present. 

Since  his  coming  to  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  some  10 
years  ago,  Phil  has  taken  a  very  active  leadership  role  in  our 
diocese.  He  brings  many  talents,  a  keen  interest  and  devo- 
tion to  whatever  he  becomes  involved  in;  therefore,  I  con- 
sider him  an  excellent  person  for  the  standing  committee 
again. 
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Making  liturgy  happen — the  work  behind  the  scenes 


by  The  Reverend  Margaret  Hutchins 

The  definition  of  liturgy  is  that  it  is  the  work  of  the 
people,  but  liturgy  doesn't  just  happen  all  by  itself.  This  is 
especially  so  when  it  is  to  be  used  for  large  gatherings  like 
diocesan  events.  Liturgy  for  such  occasions  is  the  result  of 
lots  of  hard  work  and  planning  by  a  small  group  of  dedicated 
people — members  of  the  Liturgical  Commission  of  the 
diocese  whose  task  it  is  to  prepare  services  for  all  diocesan 
events. 

On  November  1 7  and  1 8,  this  group,  formed  for  the  most 
part  of  musicians  and  clergy,  gathered  at  the  home  of  Joe 
Cooper,  the  chairperson  of  the  commission,  to  begin  plan- 
ning the  services  for  diocesan  convention  which  will  be 
convened  in  February  in  Wilmington. 

After  a  time  of  fellowship  and  a  delicious  dinner 
prepared  by  Joe  Cooper  and  Jeff  Douglas — two  chefs 
extraordinaire  — (oops,  I  promised  not  to  mention  that.  Oh 
well ....  mea  culpa!),  the  work  began  in  earnest. 

The  first  order  of  business  was  to  select  lessons  for  the 
opening  Eucharist  which  would  be  appropriate  for  the  theme 
of  this  year's  convention:  Celebrating  Our  Past,  Discerning 
Our  Future.  That  was  probably  the  most  difficult  task  of  the 
entire  weekend  and  there  was  much  delving  into  prayer 
books,  Bibles  and  a  Bible  Concordance.  But  finally  selec- 
tions were  agreed  on  and  noted  on  the  ubiquitous  newsprint. 
(Question:  Could  the  Episcopal  Church  exist  without 
newsprint?) 

Next  came  the  search  for  service  music  and  hymns  while 

Schola  Cantorum 


by  Charles  Leeuwenberg 


Schola  Cantorum  at  St.  Bartholomew's,  New  York  City, 
1995. 


Several  years  ago  during  a  meeting  of  the  Liturgical 
Commission  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  it  was  ex-  " 
pressed  that  there  was  a  need  to  keep  the  Service  of 
Evensong  alive.  As  the  name  implies,  Evensong  is  a  sung 
service  of  evening  prayer,  built  around  canticles,  prayers, 
psalms,  and  hymns  according  to  the  Reverend  Joseph 
Cooper,  a  member  of  the  Schola.  Evensong  is  a  challenging 
service  and  because  of  this,  there  is  a  tendency  to  avoid  it. 
The  mission  of  the  Schola  Cantorum  is  to  keep  Evensong  and 
music  of  the  Anglican  tradition  alive  and  well. 


bearing  in  mind  certain  considerations.  Is  there  a  good  mix 
of  the  well-known  with  the  less-known?  Is  this  hymn 
singable  by  everyone  or  only  by  a  trained  choir?  Does  the 
language  speak  to  the  experience  of  all  or  only  to  some?  And 
above  all,  when  all  its  parts  come  together,  will  it  reflect  the 
theme  of  the  convention  while  remaining  accessible  to 
everyone?  A  very  tall  order! 

In  addition,  attention  was  given  to  things  like  the 
acoustics  and  the  logistics  of  space  limitations  of  St.  James'. 
How  many  people  can  be  squeezed  into  its  choir  space? 
Fifty-five,  plus  or  minus.  What  is  the  sound  like  if  the  choir 
were  in  the  transepts?  Not  good.  Etcetera.  And  as  the 
meeting  began  to  break  up  shortly  after  eleven  on  Friday 
evening,  the  musicians  were  given  the  task  of  choosing 
among  themselves,  the  various  anthems  the  choir  would 
prepare.  Most  people  disappeared  pretty  quickly! 

But,  back  they  came  the  next  morning,  bright-eyed  and 
bushy  tailed  (well,  sort  of)  to  attack  the  agenda  of  planning 
the  remaining  convention  services — Morning  Prayer, 
Noonday  Prayer,  Evensong  and  the  closing  Eucharist.  There 
were  time  restraints  and  communion  logistics  to  be  consid- 
ered as  well  as  the  necessary  lectionary  and  hymnal  selec- 
tions. There  was  much  discussion  about  the  possibility  of 
incorporating  various  instrumentalists — bell  choirs,  brass 
choirs,  jazz  ensembles — and  the  hope  for  more  local  parish 
involvement.  The  work  seemed  to  go  faster  on  Saturday, 
perhaps  because  everyone  wanted  to  get  out  into  that  lovely 
autumn  day's  sunshine.  Anyway,  the  meeting  broke  up 

is  a  big  hit 

After  the  idea  was  born,  organists  Sam  Burke  of  Church 
of  the  Servant  in  Wilmington  and  Betsy  Overton  of  St. 
Thomas  in  Ahoskie  both  became  interested  in  putting  a  group 
together.  The  group  is  composed  of  1 8  people,  most  of 
whom  are  from  small  parishes.  The  point  of  the  group  is  to 
sing  in  an  ensemble  style  which  means  that  members  listen  to 
each  other  and  because  there  are  no  dominating  voices, 
everyone  blends  together  to  produce  one  sound.  Voices  are 
picked  because  of  balance.  It  should  also  be  noted  that  they 
sing  in  a  clear  tone  with  minimal  vibrato.  If  someone  leaves, 
it  is  usually  up  to  the  director  to  find  a  replacement  voice  that 
will  not  overpower  the  rest  of  the  group. 

There  are  no  paid  singers  that  you  might  expect  from  a 
group  of  this  quality,  although  the  Schola  does  accept 
voluntary  contributions  to  their  music  fund.  One  Sunday 
afternoon  a  month,  everyone  meets  in  Kinston  at  St.  Mary's 
to  practice.  Sam  Burke  is  their  director  and  shares  the 
organizing  duties  with  Betsy  Overton  who  is  treasurer.  Jeff 
Douglas  helps  with  the  paperwork.  All  Schola  members 
agree  that  their  success  comes  from  teamwork,  listening  and 
relying  on  each  other,  giving  them  a  sense  of  community. 

Although  they'll  sing  just  about  anywhere,  members  of 
the  Schola  love  to  sing  in  small  churches  that  don't  have 
large  choirs.  They  have  been  invited  to  take  part  in  the 
annual  "Earth  Mass"  at  the  Cathedral  of  Saint  John  the 
Divine.  They  have  toured  in  the  Charlottesville,  VA,  area 


shortly  before  its  stated  adjournment  time  and  people  went 
on  their  way. 

Their  work  is  not  yet  finished  since  the  Commission 
must  meet  again  to  plan  liturgy  for  the  day  of  the  episcopal 
election,  for  the  day  of  his/her  consecration  or  installation 
and  for  the  tenth  anniversary  celebration  for  Trinity  Center. 

If  you  rarely  give  much  thought  to  how  liturgy  happens, 
that's  good,  for  it  means  that  the  liturgies  in  which  you 
participate  have  been  well  planned  and  faithfully  conducted. 
If  that  is  so,  then  in  your  prayers  give  thanks  for  all  persons 
in  your  parish  and  in  your  diocese  who  have  worked  hard  to 
make  your  work  in  corporate  worship  a  meaningful  offering 
of  yourself. 


The  Liturgical  Convention  brings  the  liturgy  of 
convention  to  life. 


and  have  been  invited  to  sing  at  St.  Bartholomew's  in  New 
York  City.  Every  year  the  Schola  opens  the  diocesan  music 
conference  which  is  sponsored  by  the  Liturgical  Commis- 
sion. Their  most  recent  performance  was  at  St.  Mary's 
Catholic  Church  in  Wilmington  on  December  16  where  they 
sang  arrangements  for  Advent  and  Christmas.  In  February, 
the  Schola  will  share  their  talents  during  the  1996  diocesan 
convention  in  Wilmington. 

What  does  the  future  hold  for  these  very  talented  folks? 
They  are  in  the  midst  of  getting  ready  to  record  a  CD  with  a 
recording  session  in  January.  At  present,  the  plan  is  to 
include  pieces  from  Evensong  celebration  and  also  Christmas 
music.    Negotiations  are  also  being  held  with  Gloucester 
Cathedral  to  be  their  choir-in-residence. 

If  you  are  interested  in  having  the  Schola  visit  your 
church,  please  contact  Sam  Burke  at  910/763-9946. 

Schola  members  are:  Antoinette  Anglin,  Kinston;  Jeff 
Becker,  Wilmington;  Sam  Burke,  Wilmington;  Penelope 
Carroll,  Carolina  Beach;  Catherine  Charles,  Ahoskie; 
Christine  Chesson,  Williamston;  Joe  Cooper,  Wilmington; 
Adele  Dees,  Williamston;  Beth  &  Jeff  Douglas,  Hampstead; 
Ann  Hines,  Wilmington;  Russell  Houston,  III,  Grifton;  Colin 
Jones,  Ahoskie;  Larry  Matthews,  Kinston;  Pamela  Minor, 
Wilmington;  Betsy  Overton,  Aulander;  Harriet  Pegram, 
Roxobel;  Jim  Sims,  Wilmington;  and  Morgan  Tackett, 
Ahoskie. 


Walking  With  sod 
teachings  and  discussions  with 
THE  REVEREND  AL  OURRANCE 

MARCH  10-  12,  1996 
CHRIST  CHURCH,  NEW  BERN 
AND 

ST.  ANDREWS,  MOREHEAD  CITY 


CHRIST  CHURCH: 

Sunday,  March  10 

Monday,  March  1 1 
Tuesday,  March  12 

ST.  ANDREWS: 

Monday,  March  1 1 


Worship  Service 
Evening  Teaching 

Lunch  &  Teaching 
Afternoon  Workshops 


7:45  a.m. 
10:40  a.m. 
10:00  a.m. 
12  Noon 
1:00  p.m. 

7:30  p.m. 


The  Rev.  Al  Durrance  is  a  recently  retired  North  American  Warden  of  the  Order  of  St.  Luke.  He  is  a  well-known  speaker  and  spiritual 
leader  at  conferences  and  retreats,  and  is  a  former  rector  of  St.  John's,  Wilmington.  He  is  author  of  the  book,  Good  Lord,  Deliver  Us. 

For  more  information  contact:  CHRIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH  (633-2109) 


Have  info  to  disburse? 

At  the  1996  diocesan  convention  a  display 
booth  will  be  set  aside  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
distributing  flyers,  pamphlets  or  other  forms  of 
information  about  your  group,  ministry  or 
program.  This  booth  will  hopefully  eliminate  the 
stacks  of  paper  which  collect  in  the  convention 
room  and  will  provide  a  central  spot  for  browsers 
to  gather  information  about  events  in  the  diocese. 
Please  take  advantage  of  this  opportunity  to 
communicate  with  members  of  the  diocese. 
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Youth  representative  finds 
convention  surprisingly  fun 

by  David  Burr 

Youth  Representatives  are  chosen  by  their  parish  to  represent  youth  of  the  parish  and  the 
diocese.  The  purpose  of  having  Youth  Representatives  is  to  further  incorporate  youth  in 
parish  and  diocesan  life. 

—  excerpt  from  the  Guidelines  for  Diocesan  Convention  Youth  Representatives 

Last  year  when  I  was  chosen  to  be  the  youth  representative  from  St.  Anne's  Church, 
Jacksonville,  to  the  1995  Diocesan  Convention,  I  wasn't  sure  what  I  had  gotten  myself  into. 
All  I  was  told  was  that  I  would  be  able  to  see  church  government  in  action  and  that  it  would  be 
a  great  experience  for  me.  I  sarcastically  thought  to  myself,  "Wow.  I  wonder  if  it  will  be  any 
fun." 

On  the  contrary,  I  had  a  great  time  and  I  was  able  to  meet  a  lot  of  people  and  adults.  I  saw 
a  part  of  the  church  that  most  don't  see  or  even  know  exists.  The  convention  showed  me  how 
items  are  passed  down  from  the  diocese  to  the  deaneries  and  then  to  the  local  churches. 

There  was  a  lot  of  talk  about  the  1996  convention  and  establishing  the  committee  to  elect 
a  Bishop  Coadjutor.  A  lot  of  people  probably  saw  this  as  one  of  the  more  pressing  issues. 
Personally  I  thoroughly  enjoyed  the  convention  theme,  "Called  to  Care."  I  think  Bishop 
Sanders'  sermon  and  convention  address  opened  a  lot  of  eyes.  I  know  he  opened  mine  about 
issues  and  the  time  we  must  take  to  help  others. 

People  who  don't  understand  what's  going  on  at  convention  think  it's  all  government,  but 
I  found  it  just  as  fun  as  the  youth  convention.  Government  action  is  not  the  only  thing  that 
goes  on:  fellowship,  love,  understanding,  and  fun  are  also  a  part  of  the  convention. 

I  think  that  the  youth  representatives  from  past  and  present  have  truly  shown  the  adults  of 
East  Carolina  that  we  can  have  fun  and  at  the  same  time  make  informed  decisions. 

If  you  have  the  chance  to  be  a  convention  delegate,  either  young  or  old,  I  would  suggest 
it.  It's  interesting,  informative  and  fun. 


Church:  take  Internet  seriously 

by  Eric  Burns 

Cyberspace.. .the  Electronic  Frontier... the  "Net". ..whatever  you  decide  to  call  it,  your 
perception  of  the  Internet  and  the  emerging  virtual  community  has  likely  been  tainted  by  the 
media  -  and  the  real  truth  about  the  nature  of  the  Internet  might  surprise  you.  If  you  have  been 
reading  any  of  the  literature  to  emerge  from  the  popular  press  in  the  last  few  years,  you 
probably  imagine  the  Internet  as  a  dark,  mysterious  underworld  populated  by  deviants, 
perverts,  and  criminals.  Most  (if  not  all)  of  the  articles  printed  in  mainstream  news  magazines 
and  newspapers  present  a  narrow,  biased  and  alarmist  view  of  one  insignificant  but  negative 
quality  of  the  Internet.  Apart  from  obscure  computer  industry  journals,  I  have  yet  to  encounter 
an  article  that  accurately  presents  the  Internet  as  it  truly  is:  an  exciting  new  medium  for 
information  exchange  in  which  ideas  are  freely  presented;  and  frank,  honest  discussion  of 
virtually  every  issue  imaginable  takes  place.  As  you  might  expect,  world  issues  provide  the 
meat  of  most  discussion  groups,  and  few  issues  are  of  as  great  importance  as  religion. 

Religion  on  the  Internet  is  a  hotly  discussed  topic.  On  the  Usenet,  a  service  made  up  of 
literally  thousands  (10,677  to  date)  of  "bulletin  boards,"  discussion  groups  are  available  where 
anyone  with  a  connection  can  post  their  views  and  respond  to  others'  writings.  In  an  open 
atmosphere  such  as  this,  anyone  can  present  their  ideas  and  receive  criticism,  constructive  and 
otherwise,  from  others.  The  potential  in  a  system  such  as  this  is  obvious— it  allows  people 
from  around  the  world  and  across  the  religious  spectrum  to  debate  religious  issues  and  the 
state  of  religion  around  the  world.  This  presentation  of  religion  in  such  an  informal  setting  has 
the  capacity  to  involve  millions  of  non-religious  or  marginally  religious  people  in  active 
discussion  of  religious  issues.  For  the  next  generation  of  Americans,  this  kind  of  informality 
may  be  the  key  to  preserving  religion,  as  an  integral  part  of  daily  life. 

Without  the  normality  of  a  church  setting,  this  new  generation  of  technologically  aware 
Americans  and  others  is  free  to  explore  religion  at  its  own  pace.  Young  people  will  be  able  to 
integrate  into  their  lives  the  principles  of  Christianity  that  they  find  easiest  to  accept  -  and  in 
doing  so  will  take  their  first  step  towards  becoming  full-fledged  Christians.  Through  their 
exposure  to  Christianity  on  the  Internet,  young  people  will  not  be  driven  away  by  the  some- 
what ominous  and  foreboding  nature  of  "the  Church."  Currently,  posts  on  the  Unenet  and 
reference  pages  on  the  World  Wide  Web,  a  picture-oriented  interface  to  the  Internet,  present 
explanations  of  religious  disciplines  that  can  be  viewed  by  anyone  with  Internet  access. 

The  only  drawback  to  a  system  such  as  this  could  be  a  loss  of  focus.  The  Internet  is  by  its 
very  nature  uncontrolled  and  uncontrollable,  and  this  might  pose  problems  for  the  directions 
taken  by  religious  discussion.  To  avoid  this  problem,  the  Church  should  investigate  forming  a 
central  reference  for  educational  religious  texts,  with  links  to  other  independent  pages  that 
present  religion  from  different  views.  The  end  result  of  such  a  system  would  be  a  sort  of 
guiding  presence  to  direct  the  focus  of  discussions  where  it  belongs. 

Despite  its  drawbacks,  the  Internet  and  the  virtual  community  it  creates  can  only  benefit 
from  the  freedom  of  open  religious  discussion.  As  more  people  become  "connected,"  the  free, 
unregulated  nature  of  the  Internet  will  take  religion  in  new  directions.  Will  the  Internet  replace 
the  religious  community?  No  -  but  through  the  open  exchange  of  ideas,  it  will  encourage  the 
Church  to  respond  to  the  issues  that  are  on  people's  minds  today.  Many  people  on  the  Internet 
take  religion  seriously.  Perhaps  it's  time  that  the  Church  takes  the  Internet  seriously. 

—This  article  is  reprinted  from  the  editorial  section.  "Of  Different  Minds,  "  from  The  Advocate, 
the  newspaper  of  the  Diocese  of  Lexington. 


Three  N.C.  dioceses  join  forces  for 
farmworker,  Hispanic  ministry 

by  E.  T.  Malone  Jr.  of  the  Diocese  of  North  Carolina 

BROWN  SUMMIT,  Nov.  14-15  —  Eighteen  people  representing  the  three  North  Carolina  Episcopal 
dioceses  met  here  at  The  Summit  for  two  days  and  created  a  new  organization  to  coordinate  their  efforts 
in  Hispanic  and  farmworker  ministry. 

The  new  unit — which  will  be  called  Episcopal  Hispanic  and  Farmworker  Ministry  of  North 
Carolina — was  described  by  organizers  as  a  "bold  new  initiative  for  cooperative  efforts"  among  the  three 
dioceses. 

Each  region  of  the  state  is  host  to  seasonal  farm  workers,  who  may  harvest  apples  in  the  Diocese  of 
Western  North  Carolina;  tobacco  in  the  Diocese  of  North  Carolina;  and  vegetables  and  seafood  in  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina.  Each  diocese  also  has  growing  permanent  Hispanic  settlements,  each  with  its 
attendant  problems  and  opportunities.  Many  Hispanic  people  are  moving  away  from  agricultural  work 
to  other  types  of  employment,  and  some  are  seeking  American  citizenship. 

Although  all  three  dioceses  have  been  attempting  to  minister  with  farm  worker  populations  now  for 
a  number  of  years,  efforts  at  coordination  and  cooperation  between  the  three  have  been  more  well- 
meaning  than  well-organized. 

At  this  "Farmworker  Summit."  the  diocesan  representatives  brainstormed,  traded  information,  and 
decided  to  create  a  new  statewide  umbrella  organization. 

"The  new  group  will  look  for  common  approaches  to  problems,  ways  to  share  resources  and 
planning,  and  sources  of  funding,"  said  the  Reverend  Bobbie  Armstrong,  Christian  Social  Ministry 
coordinator  for  the  Diocese  of  North  Carolina. 

"Episcopalians  in  three  dioceses  working  together  on  a  common  ministry  is  an  unusual  concept,  and 
one  that  shows  great  potential  for  accomplishing  God's  work  in  the  world,"  said  North  Carolina 
missioner  Duncan  Ely. 

The  decision  to  form  Episcopal  Hispanic  and  Farmworker  Ministry  of  North  Carolina,  and  thus 
create  a  coordinated  effort  across  the  state  has  generated  deep  commitment  and  excitement,  Ely  said. 

The  group  has  set  May  8  as  its  official  launch  date  and  next  meeting,  at  a  site  yet  to  be  determined. 
Contacts  for  the  three  dioceses  are  (East  Carolina)  Barbara  Houston,  919/524-5552;  (North  Carolina)  the 
Rev.  Bobbie  Armstrong,  1-800-448-8775;  and  (Western  North  Carolina)  the  Rev.  Tim  Hoyt,  704/749- 
1289. 


Ways  with  the  web 

Here's  a  sampling  of  Web  site  with  their  address.  Note  that  Internet  sites  can  come  and  go  at  anytime.  , 

•  Anglican: 

Two  of  a  number  of  unofficial  Web  pages  guide  you  to  a  number  of  resources  in  the 
Anglican  Communion,  including  the  Episcopal  Church. 

http://informatch.com/~hatlbck/angIican.html 

hhtp://www.ai.mit.edu/peopIe.mib/anglican/angIican.html 

•  Bibles: 

Searchable  versions  of  the  Revised  Standard  Version,  King  James  and  others  allow  you  to  find 
a  passage  or  search  key  words. 

http://www.calvin.edu/cgi-bin/bible 

•  Finding  God  in  cyberspace:  A  guide  to  religious  studies  resources  in  the 
Internet: 

Religion  scholars'  heaven  offers  introduction  to  electronic  conferences  for  religion 
scholars  and  journals  for  religious  studies.  Also  has  links  to  missions,  evangelism,  archaeology;  job 
openings  in  religious  studies  and  worldwide  library  catalogs. 

http://www.dur.ac.uk/dth3maf/gresham.html 

•  Institute  for  Global  Communications: 

Peacenet,  Econet,  ConflictNet,  LaborNet  and  WomensNet  have  links  on  this  home  page 
"serving  environmental  and  progressive  communities  since  1986." 

http://www.igc.apc.org 

•  Not  just  Bibles: 

A  guide  to  Christian  resources  offers  contents  of  electronic  conferences,  newsletters  and 
journals  plus  electronic  bulletin'  boards  and,  of  course,  Bibles. 

http://www.icinet.org/pub/resources/christian-resources.html  (include  hyphen) 

(found  in  The  Advocate,  used  with  the  permission  of  the  Religion  News  Service) 

World  Wide  Web  Home  Pages 

Dioceses  known  to  have  World  Wide  Web  Home  Pages,  as  of  December  1, 1995.  There  may  be  others: 
Diocese  of  California  —  http://www.webcom.com/~derald/doc 
Diocese  of  El  Camino  Real  -  http://www.ecr.anglican,org 
Diocese  of  Newark  -  http://www.intac:80/kgs/newark 
Diocese  of  Maryland  -  http://www.cIark.net/put/rweeks/MD.html 
Diocese  of  Olympia  -  http://www.halcyon.com/epi/welcome.html 
Diocese  of  Washington  (DC)  -  http://www.us.net/edow/welcome.html 
Diocese  of  Virginia  -  http://www.access.digex.net/~wizdom/saintm/comkl.html 
(From  The  Communicator,  the  newsletter  of  the  Episcopal  Communicators) 
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Activities  and  Programs  at  Trinity  Center 


January 

Church  of  Good  Shepherd,  Wilmington,  Vestry  Retreat 
Christ  Church,  New  Bern,  Vestry  Retreat 
St.  Anne's,  Jacksonville,  Vestry  Retreat 
ECW  Board  retreat 

Christ  Church,  New  Bern,  Stephen  Ministry 
St.  James',  Wilmington,  Vestry  Retreat 
St.  Thomas',  Oriental,  Vestry  retreat 
Elderhostel 
Trinity  Board 


0 

> 

r 

m 

2 

D 

> 

3 


February 

St  Stpnhpn'^  Crold'shoro  Vpstrv  Rptrf*at 

2-3 

St.  James',  Shallotte 

2-4 

St.  Peter's  Swansboro,  Women's  Retreat 

3-4 

Youth  Commission 

9-11 

Elderhostel 

11-16 

Bogue  Shore  Watercolor  Workshop 

18-23 

Christ  Church,  New  Bern,  Parish  retreat 

23-25 

Elderhostel 

25-3/1 

QUIET  DAY 

28 

March 

Warden's  Conference 

1-2 

Trinity  Center  10th  Annivesary  Celebration 

2 

Rooms  available  for  Trinity  Celebration 

2-3 

New  Beginnings 

8-10 

Elderhostel 

10-15 

Stewardship  Conference 

15-16 

Lenten  Retreat 

15-17 

Executive  Council  Overnight  for  new  members 

17-18 

Executive  Council  Meeting 

18 

Commission  on  Ministry 

18-19 

Happening 

21-24 

St.  Thomas',  Windsor,  Vestry  Retreat 

22-23 

In  the  Dioceee  of 
East  Carolina 


spond. 

away  and  tries  to  be  tl 
of  the  house. "  What  can  I 
do? 


Let  me  first  say  that  I  hold  no  degree  in  psychology  and  can  only  share  with  you  the 
knowledge  that  I  have  acquired  over  the  years  being  in  the  military  with  my  husband  and 
assuming  the  role  of  "single  mom"  at  various  times. 

My  son  and  I  also  became  "friends"  during  the  times  that  my  husband  was  away  from  the 
home  and  somewhere  along  the  way  1  forgot  to  be  a  Mom.  All  children  need  and  want  a 
parent  figure  to  rely  on  when  the  times  get  tough.  They  need  someone  to  run  to  when  the 
world  seems  to  have  caved  in  on  them.  That  someone  happens  to  be  the  parent.  This  role 
becomes  twice  as  hard  when  there  is  only  one  parent. 

As  a  single  parent,  we  need  someone  who  can  help  us  get  through  the  tough  times  too! 
We  want  to  make  our  children  our  friends.  In  this  way,  we  see  them  as  equals,  not  as 
someone  else  to  nurture.  Unfortunately,  that  is  not  our  children's  role. 

First,  I  would  suggest  that  communication  must  be  kept  open.  This  can  be  achieved  by 
talking  at  relaxed  times,  maybe  as  you  both  are  working  on  a  project  together.  This  is  a  non- 
threatening  time  for  both  you  and  your  son. 

Second,  find  someone  who  both  your  son  and  you  trust  to  act  as  arbitrator  as  you  begin 
to  work  through  your  problems.  This  can  be  your  priest,  a  trusted  friend,  or  help  obtained 
through  your  mental  health  clinic.  Both  of  you  can  learn  how  to  express  your  feelings  openly 
and  honestly  without  hurting  each  other. 

Third,  set  ground  rules  that  both  of  you  can  live  with.  In  an  age  when  so  much  is 
happening  in  our  children's  lives,  learn  what  bothers  you  most  and  let  the  rest  go.  Let  your 
son  know  that  there  are  certain  rules  of  the  house  that  he  must  follow  and  if  he  cannot,  what 
the  consequences  would  be.  If  he  threatens  to  leave  the  home,  give  him  the  addresses  of 
people  you  trust  and  tell  him  that  they  have  agreed  to  let  him  come  to  their  home  until  the 
problems  as  he  sees  them  can  be  resolved.  Let  him  know  that  his  welfare  is  most  important. 
Also,  let  him  know  that  the  same  rules  will  be  in  place  when  he  returns  and  that  his  threats 
will  not  in  any  way  change  them.  Then  comes  the  hard  part  for  you  as  the  parent,  stand  by 
your  guns.   Above  all,  keep  the  lines  of  communication  open  and  fair. 

I  would  suggest  that  you  find  someone  who  can  strengthen  you  during  this  time.  An 
adult  that  will  support  you  and  urge  you  to  continue  with  the  program  you  have  started. 
Above  all  pray  to  God  from  whom  all  our  children  come  for  guidance  and  strength. 

Let  me  leave  you  with  a  saying  that  has  meant  a  lot  to  me:  "It  takes  a  whole  village  to 
raise  a  child."  Let  those  around  you  help  as  much  as  necessary. 

—  Linda  Morgan,  member  of  St.  Christopher 's,  Havelock  and  a  member  of  the  Family  Life 
Commission 


The  Reverend  Frank  Mason  Ross:  20th  Century  Christian 

1925-1995 


The  Reverend  Frank  Mason  Ross  of  Southport,  NC,  died  Tuesday,  December  12,  1995,  in  New 
Hanover  Regional  Medical  Center,  Wilmington,  NC.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  on  Thursday, 
December  14,  1995,  in  St.  James  Church  by  the  Reverend  Charles  G.  vonRosenberg  and  the  Right 
Reverend  B.  Sidney  Sanders. 

Mr.  Ross  was  born  in  Wilmington,  NC,  on  April  14,  1925,  the  son  of  the  late  Caroline  Nelson 
deRosset  Ross  and  Frank  Mason  Ross. 

He  was  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill,  and  graduated  Cum  Laude 
from  the  Seminary  of  the  University  of  the  South,  Sewanee,  Tenn.  He  was  President  of  Phi  Gamma 
Delta  Fraternity  at  UNC-Chapel  Hill. 

Mr.  Ross  was  the  Rector  of  All  Saints  Episcopal  Church  of  Atlanta,  Georgia,  from  1961  to 
1980.  He  was  Rector  of  St.  Philip's  Episcopal  Church  in  Southport,  NC,  from  1980  to  1990.  While 
in  Atlanta,  he  was  the  Churchman-in-Residence  of  Emory  Univer-sity  Candler  School  of  Theology. 

He  was  a  member  of  L'arioso  German  Club  of  Wilmington,  NC.  In  Atlanta,  he  was  President 
of  the  Atlanta  Public  Library  Board  of  Trustees,  President  of  Senior  Citizens  Services,  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  St.  Jude's  House,  and  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Canterbury  Court.  He 
received  the  Big  Brothers  Association  Leadership  Award.  He  was  a  member  and  Chaplain  of  the 
Buckhead  Lions  Club.  His  message  to  his  parishioners  hailing  the  election  of  a  Southerner,  Jimmy 
Carter,  to  the  Presidency  was  published  in  'The  Washington  Post"  on  Inauguration  Day,  1977.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  University  of  the  South.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Southport  Rotary  Club. 

During  the  1960s  and  1970s  Mr.  Ross  was  a  progressive,  religious  leader  for  Civil  Rights.  He  ' 
was  minister  and  friend  of  the  late  Ralph  McGill  Editor  of  "The  Atlanta  Constitution."  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Democratic  Party. 

Surviving  are  his  wife,  Evelyn  Wright  Ross;  his  two  sons,  Nelson  deRosset  Ross  of  Atlanta, 
Georgia,  and  William  Fitzhugh  Ross  and  wife,  Jennifer,  of  Nashville,  Tenn.;  and  a  stepdaughter, 
Katherine  Arnold  Evenson  of  Atlanta,  Georgia. 


by  The  Reverend  Jack  Ormond 

A  working  definition  of  theology  has  teased  the  saints  over  the  centuries.  If 
theology  means  the  study  of  God  and  his  revelation  as  informed  by  prayer,  silence 
and  the  pursuit  of  the  Scriptures,  then  certainly  the  Reverence  Frank  Ross  qualifies 
as  one  who  boarded  the  train  of  theological  inquiry.  It  was  his  steady  practice  of 
being  a  God-lover  which  led  folks  to  the  throne  of  grace.  He  knew  the  long  walk 
along  the  theological  waterfront  of  the  past  half  century  as  history  played  her  hand. 

I  suspect  Frank's  greatest  strength  lay  in  his  Trinitarian  faith  and  in  his 
understanding  of  life's  meaning  and  in  his  love  for  God  as  Holy  Trinity.  From 
such  a  center  came  his  gentleness,  his  outreach  to  others,  his  sense  of  humor  and 
his  tendency  to  be  a  moderator  when  hot  issues  were  debated  in  church  councils. 
He  had  what  are  called  honed  ability,  gravitas,  caring  and  spirit.  You  usually  knew 
where  Frank  stood  on  contentious  matters  as  he  sought  to  uncover  the  truth  as  it  is 
revealed  in  Jesus  Christ. 

My  latest  vocational  contact  with  him  centered  in  three  shared  Sunday  services 
about  eleven  months  ago.  As  was  his  custom,  he  wrote  afterwards  his  usual  note 
of  encouragement  and  insightful  observation.  Such  courtesy  is  almost  unheard  of 
today. 

Thinking  of  Frank  Ross,  I  am  reminded  of  a  passage  that  Bishop  J.B. 
Lightfoot  wrote  shortly  before  his  own  death: 

"Men  may  come,  and  men  may  go  -  individual  lives  float  down  like  straws  on 
the  surface  of  the  waters  till  they  are  lost  in  the  ocean  of  eternity,  but  the  broad, 
mighty  rolling  stream  of  the  church  itself  -  the  cleansing,  purifying,  fertilizing  tide 
of  the  River  of  God,  flows  on  forever." 

Frank  Ross  swam  nobly  in  the  water  with  the  human  family.  It  was  a  family 
he  loved. 
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Nominating  Committee  Members. 

After  extensive  telephone  interviews,  thoughtful  evaluation  and  much  prayer 
members  of  the  Nominating  Committee  in  their  meetings  Dec.  15  and  16, 
narrowed  the  number  of  potential  nominees  for  bishop  coadjutor  to  eight. 

In  its  initial  work  the  committee  received  the  names  of  96  clergy  from 
across  the  United  States  as  possible  nominees.  Of  those,  50  either  declined  to  be 
considered  or  simply  chose  not  to  provide  the  necessary  information. 

Committee  members  spent  November  in  weekly  meetings  to  review  the 
information  offered  by  46  clergy  who  responded  fully.  That  list  was  pared  to  12 
after  studying  resumes  and  interviewing  references.  Those  12  were  interviewed 
by  telephone.  The  list  was  trimmed  to  eight. 

It  was  a  difficult  task  to  review  so  much  information  on  so  many  highly 
qualified  clergy,  said  Bob  VanVeld,  committee  chairman.  In  the  process,  each 
person  was  evaluated  at  least  twice,  he  added. 

"Throughout  this  whole  quest  for  nominees,  we  on  the  committee  have  not 
thought  in  terms  of  eliminating  anyone,"  said  VanVeld.  "Rather,  we  have 
worked  to  narrow  the  focus  to  those  who  seem  best  equipped  for  the  challenges 
and  opportunities  awaiting  the  next  bishop  of  East  Carolina." 

Those  who  are  no  longer  in  consideration  have  been  notified.  The  commit- 
tee stated  its  heartfelt  gratitude  for  the  time  and  effort  put  forth  by  those  who 
offered  themselves  for  consideration. 

Teams  of  committee  members  will  visit  the  eight  clergy  in  their  home 
parishes  during  January.  The  teams  will  conduct  further  interviews,  meet  their 
families  and  worship  with  them  on  a  Sunday. 

Each  has  been  sent  a  packet  of  information  that  includes  a  video  on  the 
diocese,  several  issues  of  Cross  Current,  maps  and  brochures  on  East  Carolina, 
and  information  on  youth  ministries. 

They  will  come  to  Raleigh  in  February  so  the  entire  16-member  committee 
can  meet  them.  This  will  enable  committee  members  to  decided  on  who  to  invite 
to  become  the  final  nominees. 

The  committee  plans  to  make  the  names  of  the  final  nominees  available  soon 
after  February's  diocesan  convention  Nominees  will  visit  the  diocese  and  meet 
the  electing  delegates  later  in  March.  The  election  will  be  held  April  20  at  Christ 
Church  in  New  Bern. 

Classical  Episcopal  Prayers  Now 
Available  on  Audio  Cassette 

A  new  audio  cassette  titled,  The  Lord  Be  With  You:  Classical 
Episcopal  Prayers,  is  now  available  from  the  Episcopal  Radio-TV 
Foundation  Inc.  in  Atlanta,  Ga.  Perfect  for  commuters,  shut-ins,  the 
blind,  sick,  exercisers  and  families,  the  tape  features  40  minutes  of  prayers 
from  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  "Prayers,  New  and  Old"  (  a  Forward 
Movement  Publication),  texts  from  Rite  I  and  Prayers  for  the  Morning  and 
Evening. 

The  tape  has  roots  in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina.  Read  by  the 
Reverend  Frank  Fagan,  he  originally  made  it  privately  on  a  home  recorder 
for  long-time  diocesan  member  Bill  Townes  of  Morehead  City,  who  is 
now  blind.  "Townes  sent  it  to  the  Reverend  Ed  Jeffries  in  Wilmington," 
explains  Fagan.  Jeffries  shared  it  with  people  in  Wilmington  and  felt  its 
audience  was  more  far-reaching  than  East  North  Carolina.  "He  funded  it 
for  wider  distribution." 

The  Lord  Be  With  You:  Classical  Episcopal  Prayers  costs  $7.95  and 
is  available  by  calling  1-800-229-3788  or  writing  the  Episcopal  Radio-TV 
Foundation  at  3379  Peachtree  Road  NE,  Atlanta,  Ga.  30326. 


21 

25 

26-27 


1 

3 

9-10 
15-17 


10:00  a.m. 
10:30  a.m 
7:30  p.m. 
10:30  a.m. 
9:00  a.m. 
11:00  a.m. 

2:30  p.m. 
10:00  a.m. 
5:00  p.m. 


10:00  a.m.-2:00  p.m. 
2:00  p.m. 


1-2 

2 

9 

15-16 
17 

18-19 


3:00  p.m. 
2:30  p.m. 


Diocesan  Office  Closed 
Family  Ministries  Meeting,  Diocesan  House 
Convention  Committee  Meeting,  Wilmington 
Pamlico  Deanery  Meeting,  St.  Peter's,  Washington 
Liturgical  Commission,  Christ  Church,  New  Bern 
Upper  Cape  Fear  Deanery  Meeting,  Trinity,  Lumberton 
Lower  Cape  Fear  Deanery  Meeting, 
St.  James',  Wilmington 

Albemarle  Deanery  Meeting,  St.  Paul's,  Edenton 
Missionary  Outreach,  Diocesan  House 
Nominating  Committee,  Diocesan  House 


Editors  and  Writers  Workshop 
Trinity  Deanery  Meeting,  St.  Mary's,  Kinston 
Teleconference:  Jesus  at  2000,  Diocesan  House,  Kinston 
1 13th  Annual  Convention,  Wilmington 


Warden's  Conference,  Trinity  Center 
Trinity  Center's  10th  Anniversary  Celebration 
Treasurer's  Workshop,  Diocesan  House 
Stewardship  Conference,  Trinity  Center 
Albemarle  Deanery  Meeting,  St.  Paul's,  Edenton 
Commission  on  Ministry,  Trinity  Center 

Visitation  Schedule 
Bishops  Sanders 

Jan.  21         Christ  Church,  Hope  Mills 

Jan.  28         Church  of  the  Advent,  Williamston 

Feb.  4  St.  Christopher's,  Havelock 

Feb.  1  I         St.  Peter's,  Washington 

Feb.  25        St.  Mary's,  Kinston 

Mar.  3         St.  Augustine's,  Kinston 

Mar.  17        St.  Andrew's,  Naes  Head 


Bishop  Vac  he 

Jan.  21 
Jan.  28 
Feb.  1 1 
Feb.  18 
Feb.  28 
Mar.  3 
Mar.  17 


St.  Thomas',  Ahoskie 
St.  John's,  Edenton 
St.  Andrew's,  Goldsboro 
Good  Shepherd,  Wilmington 
St.  James',  Belhaven 
St.  Andrew's,  Goldsboro 
St.  George's,  Lake  Landing 


To  have  an  event  listed  on  the  diocesan  calendar,  please  contact  Cynthia  Pollock,  (919)  522-0885. 
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March  1996 


Bishop  inspires  delegates  to  crank  it  up  one  more  notch 


by  Patrick  Joyce 

By  almost  any  measuring  stick,  the  1 13th  convention  of  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina  belonged  to  the  Right  Reverend  B. 
Sidney  Sanders.  His  opening  sermon,  the  convention  address, 
and  his  personal  charisma,  humor  and  conviction  inspired, 
challenged  and  motivated. 

That  was  the  reaction  of  the  majority  of  delegates  and  others 
attending  the  3-day  get-together  in  Wilmington  last  month.  Five 
folks,  representing  two  parishes — one  Wilmington,  the  other 
Greenville — stopped  for  a  late  lunch  at  a  Market  Street  Hardee's 
Saturday  after  the  convention  and  one  asked  rhetorically,  "Have 
you  ever  heard  anything  like  his  (the  Bishop's)  'vine  and 
branches'  sermon?" 

Bishop  Sanders  preached  the  sermon  at  Thursday  night's 
Festival  Eucharist  at  St.  James'.  His  text  was  from  John  15:5  and 
he  closed  with  this: 

"I  am  the  vine,  you  are  the  branches.  You  have  not  chosen 
me,  but  I  have  chosen  you.  And  I  would  add  not  for  your  sake, 
but  so  that  you  may  bear  much  fruit.  I  am  the  vine,  you  are  the 
branches.  You  have  not  chosen  me,  but  I  have  chosen  you.  Who 
could  ask  for  anything  more." 

The  convention  was  occupied  with  the  usual  amount  of 
business,  and  resolutions  abounded,  but  one  delegate  commented, 
"There  didn't  seem  to  be  any  real  controversy  this  time.  Maybe 


everyone  mellowed  out  after  listening  to  the  Bishop."  Another 
delegate  commented  "the  whole  thing  (convention)  was  a  call  to 
deny  'me-ness'." 

That  was  a  reference  to  the  Bishop's  address  on  Friday  in 
which  he  said,  "We  are  becoming  a  stiff-necked  and  arrogant 
people."  He  said  to  give  outside  the  diocese  to  the  national 
church  and  to  make  individual  tithing  a  top  priority  can  help 
cancel  out  the  "me-ness"  of  this  generation.  He  added,  "When  I 
suffer  from  "me-ness",  I  also  suffer  from  meanness." 

Most  delegates  interviewed  during  and  after  the  convention 
seemed  relieved  that  there  was  no  "tunnel-visioned"  focus  on 
financial  pressures. 

One  said,  "Sure,  there  are  churches  in  trouble,  but  we  can 
pull  through  this.  The  Bishop  told  us  we  could  and  I  believe 
him." 

Following  Saturday's  close,  we  asked  22  delegates  two 
questions:  1.  Was  this  convention  successful?  and  if  you  have  the 
chance,  would  you  be  a  delegate  again?  Eighteen  called  the  three 
days  successful  and  all  22  said  they  would  do  it  again. 

One  more  thing  almost  all  delegates  agreed  on  .  . . 
something  Bishop  Sanders  said  in  his  address:  "I  don't  think  we 
have  expected  enough  of  each  other  in  the  name  of  Christ. 
Literally,  for  His  sake  and  the  sake  of  His  people,  let's  crank  it  up 
one  more  notch." 


Bishop  Sidney  Sanders  at  St.  James',  Wilmington  following  the 
Opening  Eucharist  for  the  1996  Diocesan  Convention. 


Covenant  with  the  future  campaign  becomes  a  reality 


After  more  than  a  month  of  presenting  the  plans  for  the 
proposed  Covenant  With  the  Future  Capital  Campaign,  the 
resolution  initiating  the  drive  was  overwhelmingly  approved 

by  the  diocese's  1 13th 
Annual  Convention. 
-\      fV  /  ^ne  reso'ut'on  called 

S^^Jf^ 3^1  *°r:  ^e  D'ocese  °f 
£f  .S^3k^S-4^^^^\^^^    East  Carolina  to 

8 mSkSS**"^  authorize  a  fund- 

T§fffif      ^^^m     Jm^iw  5    ra'sm8  campaign 

with  a  goal  of  no 
more  than  $4. 1 
million,  and  that 
it  authorize  the 
Executive 
Council  along 
with  the  Cam- 
paign Steering 
Committee  to 
take  whatever 
actions  they  deem  proper  and  necessary  to  successfully 
complete  the  Covenant  With  the  Future  Campaign."  The 
measure  was  submitted  by  the  Campaign  Steering  Commit- 
tee, which  had  been  working  on  the  leadership  and  develop- 
ment study  of  the  campaign  this  January  and  February. 


During  the  Friday  afternoon  legislative  session,  Carl 
Ragsdale  and  John  Compton  made  the  "focus  meeting" 
presentation  that  had  been  used  during  the  study  process. 
Over  300  persons  initially  learned  of  the  campaign  during 
the  study,  and  the  additional  presentation  broadened  the 
exposure  of  the  campaign  plans  to  the  500+  delegates, 
alternates  and  guests.  The  findings  of  the  study,  along  with 
changes  to  the  "case  for  the  campaign,"  were  incorporated 
into  the  convention  presentation. 

Following  the  legislative  session,  the  steering  committee 
members  and  Mike  Morgan  retired  to  the  Tidewater  Room 
of  the  Hilton  for  a  hearing  where  they  responded  to  ques- 
tions. On  Saturday,  the  resolution  was  passed  nearly 
unanimously  and  without  discussion. 

Rolling  up  the  shirtsleeves 

Though  very  much  encouraged  by  the  overwhelming 
show  of  support  for  the  Covenant  With  the  Future  Campaign 
by  the  1 13th  Annual  Convention,  Mr.  Carl  Ragsdale  of  St. 
Anne's,  Jacksonville,  says  he  sees  a  large  task  ahead. 

"Some  of  our  first  steps  will  obviously  be  to  tighten  the 
campaign  case  statement,"  said  Ragsdale.  "The  Department 
of  Missionary  Outreach  meets  February  29  to  give  us  their 
final  stamp  of  approval  on  capital  needs  and  their  respective 
costs.  After  that,  we  will  begin  the  recruitment  and  pattern 


gift  stage  of  the  campaign." 

John  Compton,  the  campaign  consultant  for  Ward, 
Dreshman  &  Reinhardt  is  working  at  the  Diocesan  Center  to 
get  an  office  up  and  running.  He  agrees  with  Ragsdale  that 
conducting  a  capital  campaign  on  the  diocesan  level  is  a 
monumental  task,  but  it  is  also  one  that  he  is  looking  forward 
to.  "The  first  month  of  any  campaign  is  a  very  busy  time," 
he  said.  "We  will  be  very  busy  distributing  campaign 
information  and  organizing  volunteers  who  can  help  us  get 
on  the  right  track.  The  first  phase  of  the  campaign  or 
"Pattern  Gifts"  phase  is  a  crucial  time  for  the  diocese.  This  is 
the  time  that  we  will  need  many  people  and  families  to  step 
up  to  assume  leadership  roles  if  this  is  to  work." 

When  asked  what  kind  of  leadership  John  had  in  mind, 
he  replied,  "All  kinds  are  welcome  and  necessary.  Though 
gifts  of  all  sizes  are  necessary,  we  need  some  significant  gifts 
early  on  to  set  the  patterns  of  giving  for  others."  He  added, 
"Just  as  importantly,  we  need  persons  in  all  areas  of  the 
diocese  who  will  donate  their  time  and  talents,  perhaps  a 
couple  of  hours  a  week.  Financial  participation,  personal 
participation  and  spiritual  participation  are  all  equally 
important.  The  more  people  we  have  who  are  genuinely 
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Bishop  Sanders'  Sermon  to  the  113th  Annual  Convention 


John  15:5 1  am  the  vine  you  are  the  branches.  Those  who  abide  in  me  and  I  in 
them  bear  much  fruit,  because  apart  from  me  you  can  do  nothing. 

I  am  the  vine,  you  are  the 
branches.  Apart  from  me  you  can  do 
nothing.  And  a  branch  separated 
from  its  vine  becomes  a  withered 
stick,  a  piece  of  dry  driftwood.  A 
dead  and  worthless  thing. 

Both  my  father's  generation  and 
my  generation  honestly  believed  that 
at  long  last  a  people  had  arisen 
determined  to  put  this  disorderly 
earth  into  perfect  shape  and  we  were 
well  able  to  do  it.  We  were  full  of 
schemes  for  social  betterment  and 
the  progress  of  humankind.  After  all 
we  had  harnessed  lightening  and  the 
atom,  gained  a  new  empire  in  the  air 
and  under  the  sea.  We  had  elimi- 
nated space,  and  dragged  nature's 
carefully  guarded  secrets  into  the 
light  of  day.  And  had  we  not  done 
all  this  without  any  help  from  God? 

Look  at  the  world  after  our 
efforts.  We  have  turned  something 
slightly  resembling  che  Garden  of 
Eden  into  Sodom  and  Gomorrah. 
Look  at  our  nation  today.  There  is 
hardly  a  citizen  of  this  country  who 
is  not  shaking  their  fist  at  our 
government  in  Washington  scream- 
ing "fix  it."  Decentralize  government,  centralize  government,  do  away  with  government.  We  shut 
the  country  down  three  times.  The  flight  from  Washington  on  the  part  of  disillusioned  congress 
people  who  feel  that  the  system  is  broken  and  they  can't  fix  it  is  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  this 
country.  Dare  we  ask  the  sobering  question,  "Are  we  that  far  behind  Yugoslavia?  Are  we  that  less 
angry?  That  much  more  civilized?"  I  think  not. 

Let  me  say  this  as  clearly  as  I  can  to  us  church  people.  Any  parishioner  who  refers  to  the 
leadership  of  their  parish  church  as  "they,"  any  parishioner  or  church  that  refers  to  the  diocese  as 
"they,"  any  parishioner,  church,  bishop  or  diocese  that  refers  to  the  national  church  as  "they"  has 
voluntarily  detached  themselves  from  the  life-giving  vine  and  turned  themselves  into  withering 
dying  sticks.  For  if  this  sinful  church  is  not  the  Body  of  Christ,  the  vine  of  Christ  left  to  do  its 
work  on  earth,  then  it  is  nothing.  If  we,  by  word  or  attitude,  detach  ourselves  at  any  point  from  that 
vine,  we  are  nothing.  For  apart  from  that  vine,  we  can  do  nothing. 

What  then  can  we  do?  I  believe  we  must  start  with  some  old  fashioned  words  that  need  to  be 
rediscovered.  The  first  of  these  words  is  repentance.  The  second  of  these  words  is  humility.  I 
think  it  almost  equally  important  that  we  offer  our  repentance  and  humility  both  to  God  and  to  our 
fellow  citizens.  The  repentance  of  our  sins.  The  humility  that  does  not  insist  on  our  rightness.  We 
are  becoming  a  stiffnecked  and  arrogant  people.  We  increasingly  become  a  people  shut  in  the 
closet  of  self.  There  are  ways  out.  One  way  out  for  a  diocese  is  giving  outside  itself  to  the  national 
church  and  to  have  outreach  programs  become  its  top  priority.  Another  way  out  for  each  of  us  is 
for  our  tithe  to  become  our  top  priority.  I  believe  and  hope  these  two  things  can  help  cancel  out  the 
"me-ness"  of  this  generation.  It  suddenly  dawned  on  me  that  when  I  suffer  from  "me-ness,"  I  also 
suffer  from  meanness.  And  then  1  say,  "Let  the  poor  look  after  themselves.  I  have  earned  what  is 
mine  and  I  have  a  right  to  it,  even  though  the  privilege  that  1  possess  was  inherited." 

Everyone  within  the  sound  of  my  voice  has  inherited  tremendous  privilege,  the  privilege  of 
living  in  a  free  country  where  our  talents  can  be  both  exercised  and  rewarded.  In  this  country  there 
is  no  longer  any  concept  of  the  common  good.  It  is  only  my  good  as  I  become  more  entangled  in 
the  web  of  self.  And  as  we  cut  ourselves  off  from  our  communities,  we  worship  TV  sitcoms  with 
the  contemporary  model  of  the  extended  family:  Seinfeld,  Friends,  Frasier,  Murphy  Brown,  Home 
Improvement.  And  although  it  is  unfortunate  that  what  passes  for  intimate  conversation  on  these 
programs  is  often  some  silly  talk  about  sex,  at  least  we  see  people  who  know  each  other,  who 
forgive  each  other,  and  who  care  deeply  for  each  other,  warts  and  all.  People  who  at  least  have 
community  in  a  way  that  most  of  us  do  not. 

What  then,  can  we  do?  We  can  listen  to  the  words  of  Christ  spoken  to  each  of  us.  You  did  not 
choose  me,  but  I  chose  you.  And  I  appointed  you  to  go  bear  fruit.  We  are  able  to  bear  the  fruit  that 
God  expects  of  us  because  we  are  grafted  into  the  vine,  the  Body  of  Christ,  the  church.  The  part  of 
Christianity  that  astounds  me  the  most  is  not  how  much  faith  we  have  in  God,  but  how  much  faith 
God  has  in  each  of  us.  Entrusting  children  to  the  care  of  sinful  parents.  Entrusting  so  much  of  the 
riches  of  this  world  to  this  country.  Entrusting  His  message  of  love  and  wholeness  to  each  of  us. 
He  has  no  hands  but  our  hands  to  do  His  work  today.  He  has  no  feet  but  our  feet  to  guide  others  in 
His  way. 


I  wonder  what  would  happen  to  the  world  if  we  treated  each  other  as  if  we  had  as 
much  faith  in  one  another  as  Christ  has  in  us.  I  wonder  what  would  happen  to  the  world 
if  we  would  simply  allow  the  faith  that  Christ  has  in  each  one  of  us  to  enable  us  and  make 
us  bold.  My  mother  gave  me  one  gift  that  stands  above  all  others,  and  by  which  I  have 
tried  to  live.  She  made  me  believe  that  through  the  power  of  the  Risen  Christ  I  could 
leave  this  world  a  little  better  place  than  where  I  found  it.  If  I  have  tried  to  give  one  gift 
to  you  these  past  seventeen  years,  it  has  been  that  same  gift.  That  I  have  faith  in  you  and 
your  gifts  individually.  That  I  have  faith  in  you  and  your  gifts  corporately.  That  together 
you  and  I  have  been  chosen  by  God  and  we  have  been  enabled  and  we  will  be  enabled  to 
do  great  things. 

I  am  the  vine,  you  are  the  branches.  You  have  not  chosen  me,  but  I  have  chosen  you. 
And  I  would  add  not  for  your  sake,  but  so  that  you  may  bear  much  fruit.  I  am  the  vine, 
you  are  the  branches.  You  have  not  chosen  me,  but  I  have  chosen  you.  Who  could  ask 
for  anything  more? 
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committed  to  strengthening  the  diocese  in  a  dramatic  way,  the  better  chance  we  will  have 
of  succeeding.  Experience  has  shown  me  that  we  must  blanket  our  efforts  in  prayer.  As 
soon  as  we  have  solidified  a  Spiritual  Emphasis  Committee,  I  think  parishioners  will 
begin  to  grasp  more  fully  the  spiritual  benefits  of  conducting  a  person-to-person  capital 
campaign." 

Ragsdale  believes  that  those  who  were  on  the  Campaign  Steering  Committee  prior  to 
the  campaign  will  provide  some  of  the  required  leadership.  However,  he  sees  the  need 
for  greatly  enlarging  the  committee.  "Having  reviewed  some  of  the  leadership  positions 
we  will  need  to  conduct  a  campaign  of  this  size,  I  can  tell  you  there's  a  lot  of  room  for 
anyone  who  wants  to  help.  Clergy  and  lay  persons  will  both  work  side  by  side."  He  also 
stated  that  past  participation  in  the  Executive  Council  or  any  other  diocesan  committees  is 
not  a  prerequisite.  At  present,  a  strong  commitment  to  the  diocese  and  the  visionary  goals 
of  this  campaign  are  needed  most. 

Anyone  interested  in  helping  with  the  campaign  in  any  capacity  should  call  either 
Carl  Ragsdale  at  his  Jacksonville  office  (910)  455-2121  or  John  Compton  at  (919)  522- 
0885. 
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Expecting  more  -  for  His 


sake 


Excerpt  from  Bishop  Sanders'  Convention  Address 
February  16,  1996 

My  Dear  Sisters  and  Brothers  in  Christ: 

Grace  to  you  and  peace  from  God  our  Father  and  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

It  is  a  privilege  and  a  joy  for  me  to  be  with  you  at  this  one  hundred  and  thirteenth  Con- 
vention of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina.  It  is  a  joy  and  privilege  for  us  to  be  together.  We  are 
a  diverse  group  of  people,  geographically,  economically,  politically.  Indeed,  we  are  diverse  in 
almost  every  way  imaginable.  And  yet  always  our  diversity  has  been  underscored  by  our  love 
for  each  other  and  our  unity  in  Christ.  I  rejoice  in  that  unity  and  love. 

There  are  some  obvious  areas  of  our  life  together  that  must  be  addressed.  Shortly  we  will 
elect  a  Bishop  Coadjutor.  Together  we  have  been  praying  that  the  spirit  of  God  will  lead  us  in 
the  right  choice.  I  have  no  idea  who  the  nominees  are,  much  less  who  that  person  might  be. 
However,  at  this  point  I  do  want  to  pay  tribute  to  the  members  of  our  Nominating  Committee. 
They  have  worked  faithfully  and  hard;  they  have  been  prayerful  and  considerate  of  one 
another  in  their  disagreements.  They  have  found  what  all  people  find  who  work  together  on  a 
common  task  entrusted  to  them  by  God.  They  have  found  Christian  community  in  which  they 
have  come  to  value  one  another  even  in  their  differences,  to  care  for  one  another,  to  love  one 
another.  Members  of  the  Nominating  Committee,  you  are  doing  a  faithful  and  outstanding 
Job.  I  salute  you. 

God-centered  spiritual  awakening 

1  turn  now  to  what  I  must  call  a  spiritual  awakening  within  the  diocese.  The  praying  of 
Morning  Prayer  is  the  most  significant  thing  that  happens  daily  both  at  my  office  and  at 
Trinity  Center.  Prayers  are  offered  in  the  Anglican,  Puerto  Rican  and  Diocesan  Cycles  of 
Prayer.  Prayer  is  also  offered  for  special  events  and  special  occasions,  and  for  all  those  in 
trouble,  sorrow,  need,  sickness  or  any  other  adversity.  Daily  prayer  is  offered  in  more  and 
more  of  our  churches  and  healing  services  keep  growing.  Quiet  Days  are  increasingly 
becoming  some  of  the  more  significant  events  that  take  place  at  Trinity  Center.  And  the 
number  of  people  enrolled  in  Education  for  Ministry  and  Disciples  of  Christ  in  Community  is 
heartening. 

I  want  to  commend  our  clergy  for  all  of  this.  Because  with  so  much  craziness  masquerad- 
ing as  so-called  spirituality  in  our  country,  it  is  wonderful  to  me  that  what  our  clergy  teach  and 
preach  without  exception  is  deeply  rooted  and  grounded  in  the  best  of  Anglican  spirituality. 
That  it  is  God-centered  and  not  man-centered.  That  it  is  God-directed  in  the  best  sense  of  that 
word.  I  pray  for  continuing  and  rapid  growth  in  this  essential  part  of  our  life  together. 

The  "me-ness"  of  the  age 

In  my  sermon  last  might  I  referred  to  the  "me-ness"of  the  age  in  which  we  live.  Everyone 
is  desperately  looking  out  for  themselves  and  for  what  they  perceive  to  be  theirs.  And  I  said, 
when  I  get  in  touch  with  my  "me-ness,"  I  also  get  in  touch  with  my  meanness.  Robert 
Samuelson's  new  book,  The  Good  Life  and  Its  Discontents,  The  American  Dream  in  the  Age 
of  Entitlement,  1945-1995,  sheds  some  light  on  our  present  dilemma.  Samuelson  says  that 
postwar  progress  bred  an  entitlement  mentality  which  in  turn  bred  disappointment  that  the 
nation  was  not  living  up  to  unattainable  promises.  The  belief  was  that  we  were  entitled  to 
whatever  was  possible,  that  a  rapid,  uninterrupted,  and  painless  increase  in  prosperity  is 
possible,  and  such  prosperity  would  banish  most  social  ills.  This  almost  dreamlike  concept  of 
progress  was  accompanied  by  a  decline  in  the  sense  of  personal  responsibility. 

Well,  it  has  dawned  on  us  recently  that  a  rapid,  uninterrupted  and  painless  increase  in 
prosperity  is  not  possible  and  so  individually  we  are  scared,  and  corporately  we  are  angry. 
Our  response  is  to  grasp  what  we  can  and  hang  on.  Our  response  is  to  stand  in  the  midst  of  the 
nineties  in  the  age  of  "me." 

I  am  really  not  a  pessimist.  I  am  really  frightened  by  what  I  see.  I  see  individual  congre- 
gations becoming  more  and  more  insular.  For  the  first  time  I  have  heard  both  clergy  and 
laypeople  ask  of  their  diocesan  pledge,  "What's  in  it  for  me?"  For  the  first  time,  literally,  I 
have  heard  churches  saying  look  at  what  we  are  giving  in  comparison  to  another  church. 
Ironically,  I  heard  this  before  when  churches  were  saying  how  thankful  they  were  that  they 
could  be  role  model  and  witness  for  other  churches  in  the  diocese.  Now  I  am  hearing  it  said  as 
isn't  it  ridiculous  for  me  to  be  giving  that  much  more. 

I  see  gifts  trailing  lots  and  lots  of  strings,  and  1  guess  I'm  not  like  other  people,  for  once  I 
see  a  string  on  a  gift  it  ceases  to  be  a  gift  in  my  eyes. 

Also,  I  see  clergy  that  have  less  and  less  time  for  one  another  or  for  their  common  fellowship  which 
in  this  diocese  has  been  so  supportive  in  the  past.  I  entered  the  priesthood  when  it  was  clearly  a  call  by 
God  to  vocation.  Are  we  clergy  seeing  it  too  much  as  profession  rather  than  vocation  today? 

Last  night  I  preached  about  the  vine  and  the  branches.  That  analogy  clearly  says  that  we  cannot  live 
without  one  another;  we  provide  life  for  one  another.  Any  Bishop  who  does  not  try  to  give  the  top  of  what 
the  National  Church  is  asking  of  his  or  her  diocese  is  cutting  off  life  to  branches  and  is  giving  his 
congregations  and  clergy  permission.  Any  vestry  or  clergy  that  does  not  put  giving  to  outreach  and  to  the 
diocese  as  top  priority  is  cutting  off  life  to  branches  and  giving  their  members  permission— permission  to 
do  exactly  what  the  diocese  and  congregations  are  doing  —  to  do  less  than  their  best;  not  to  take 
seriously  their  responsibilities,  to  separate  both  themselves  and  other  branches  from  the  vine. 

I  am  tired  of  asking  what  are  we  able  to  do  financially  as  the  people  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 


as  if  there  were  some  limits  on  our  abilities.  The  question  is  not  what  are  we 
able  to  do;  the  question  is  what  are  we  willing  to  do  and  the  answer  has  been 
not  enough  in  too  many  cases  in  terms  of  energy  spent  or  money  given.  I 
think  it  is  laughable  that  the  diocese  of  East  Carolina  has  to  take  $250,000 
from  its  Foundation,  from  our  parents  and  grandparents  if  you  will,  to 
operate  in  the  calendar  year  1 996  when  we,  the  people  of  God  in  this  place, 
possess  the  riches  that  God  has  entrusted  to  us.  We  have  simply  not 
expected  enough  of  one  another,  and  I  plead  guilty  of  that  as  well.  But  isn't 
it  easier  just  to  be  nice?  Isn't  it  easier  for  clergy  and  laypeople  not  to  do  an 
Every  Member  Canvass  for,  after  all,  that's  a  lot  of  work. 

Completing  the  job  we  started:  the  capital  funds  drive 

Now  let  me  turn  our  attention  to  our  Capital  Funds  Drive.  The  action 
we  took  at  last  year's  convention  is  clear.  The  following  resolution  was  passed  unanimously  by  the 
delegates  to  that  Convention.  Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  1 12th  Convention  of  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina  authorize  the  Executive  Council  and  any  Steering  Committee  to  spend  the  year  1995  setting 
goals  for  a  capital  funds  campaign,  including  the  solicitation  of  pattern  gifts,  so  that  the  1 13th  Diocesan 
Convention  would,  in  1 996,  be  in  a  position  to  adopt  a  recommended  goal  and  authorize  a  major  Capital 
Funds  Drive. 

Your  Bishop,  Executive  Council  and  Steering  Committee  have  endeavored  to  follow  your  direction. 
We  have  not  solicited  pattern  gifts  at  this  time,  because  it  would  not  have  been  financially  feasible  to 
bring  our  consultant  in  during  1995  and  we  needed  to  spend  the  early  part  of  this  year  doing  our  feasibil- 
ity study.  The  pattern  gifts  portion  of  this  campaign  will  begin  shortly  after  this  convention  adjourns. 
The  kickoff  dinner  or  dinners  for  the  general  solicitation  portion  of  the  campaign  will  be  held  in  April. 
Our  pattern  gift  results  will  be  presented  to  the  diocese  at  that  time. 

Our  present  resolution  asks  for  a  campaign  of  up  to  $4.1  million.  $1.8  million  of  that  is  to  go  to 
Trinity  Center.  The  need  for  camp  staff  housing  is  desperate.  Camp  staff,  other  than  cabin  counselors, 
are  as  far  away  from  the  campers  as  they  could  be  and  still  remain  on  the  property.  It  is  a  dangerous 
situation  both  for  campers  and  counselors. 

We  need  eighteen  more  bedrooms  in  the  conference  center  which  would  provide  us  with  thirty-six 
more  sleeping  spaces.  We  desperately  need  more  conference  rooms,  including  one  large  meeting  room 
which  could  be  outfitted  either  as  meeting  room  or  chapel. 

With  the  addition  of  beds  and  the  flexibility  prov  ided  by  more  meeting  rooms,  we  will  be  prepared 
to  serve  this  diocese  well  into  the  next  century.  This  will  enable  us  together  to  complete  the  job  we  began 
together  almost  twelve  years  ago.  1  would  like  to  have  the  opportunity  to  finish  that  job  with  you. 

We  are  projecting  $1  million  for  Congregations  and  Development.  $300,000  of  that  will  be  set  aside 
to  aid  many  of  our  smaller  congregations  with  pressing  capital  needs  and  repairs.  The  remainder  will  go 
for  land  purchase  for  new  congregations.  There  are  sections  of  our  diocese  that  are  growing  as  rapidly  as 
any  section  of  our  nation.  We  need  to  move  and  move  quickly. 

There  is  a  congregation  meeting  at  Nags  Head.  It  has  been  given  birth  by  St.  Andrew's.  It  is 
meeting  every  Sunday  in  a  public  school.  Its  name  is  All  Saints.  Even  this  time  of  year  it  is  averaging 
approximately  forty  worshippers  every  Sunday.  1  have  been  looking  for  additional  property  at  Nags  Head 
for  the  past  ten  years.  It  has  been  unavailable  and  too  expensive.  Two  weeks  ago  a  group  from  All  Saints 
asked  to  see  me.  They  had  found  property.  They  had  found,  through  the  careful  working  of  a  friend  of  a 
friend,  four  and  one  half  acres  for  sale  at  the  unheard  of  low  price  of  $375,000.  Could  the  diocese  help?  I 
turned  to  Jane  and  she  came  up  with  $100,000.  The  folks  were  ecstatic  and  willing  to  do  the  rest. 

Now  what  if  I  had  been  in  the  position  of  having  to  say  to  those  people  in  your  name  "No,  the 
diocese  cannot  help".  Well,  that's  the  place  I'm  in  now.  As  your  Bishop  I  do  not  want  this  diocese 
putting  either  me  or  my  successors  in  that  position. 

A  few  months  ago  a  survey  was  circulated  in  the  diocese.  One  question  was  should  we  try  to  reach 
the  unchurched?  Over  90%  who  responded  said  yes.  Further  down  the  survey  the  question  was  are  you 
willing  to  give  money  to  help  reach  the  unchurched.  Less  than  ten  percent  of  you  said  yes.  Come  on 
folks.  Almost  without  exception,  those  of  us  here  today  worship  in  churches  that  other  people  provided 
for  us.  Now  we  have  the  opportunity  out  of  our  gratitude  to  repay  a  portion  of  the  gift  that  has  been  given 
us. 

Finally,  there  is  a  million  dollars  allocated  for  Missionary  Outreach.  Holly  Christofferson  runs  her 
outstanding  outreach  program  in  Newton  Grove  from  two  second  hand  trailers  that  were  broken  down 
when  they  were  purchased  some  ten  years  ago.  People  are  spilling  out  of  them. 

Gary  Fulton  tells  me  that  in  Yeatesville  Father  Ibarra  ministers  on  Sunday  mornings  during  the 
growing  and  crab  seasons  to  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  people  in  a  church  that  can  comfortably 
seat  eighty. 

St.  Joseph's  Episcopal  Church  has  an  outstanding  feeding  program  for  the  hungry  people  in 
Fayetteville,  and  manages  to  carry  out  that  program  from  an  antiquated  kitchen.  With  some  help  from 
United  Thank  Offering  they  began  to  modernize  the  kitchen.  At  that  time  the  Diocese  was  not  in  a 
position  to  help  them  at  all. 

I  could  go  on  and  on  for  hours  and  probably  spend  $3  million  in  the  next  week,  if  we  had  it.  Suffice 
it  to  say  the  needs  are  real.  However,  this  convinces  me  once  again  that  the  cruelest  thing  that  we  do  as 
church  people  is  to  charge  people  to  minister  in  our  name  and  then  not  give  them  the  tools  with  which  to 
minister. 


"Expecting  more"  continued  on  page  4 
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A  Glimpse  of  Convention 


A  special  thank  you  for  the 
following  people  who 
volunteered  to  assist  with 
coverage  of  the  1996  Dioc- 
esan Convention:  Ede 
Baldridge,  Steve  Beck, 
Susan  Block,  Elizabeth 
Davenport,  Pat  Joyce  and 
Joe  West. 


What  we  are  willing  to  do 

So  I  would  like  to  change  our  language  when  we  talk  about  Stewardship,  or  a  Capital  Funds  Drive  or 
Evangelism  or  Outreach  Programs  or  anything  else.  1  would  like  for  us  to  stop  talking  about  what  we  are  able  to 
do. 

A  quick  glance  around  this  room  will  convince  anyone  that  we  are  able  to  do  whatever  we  want  to  do  of 
education,  or  stewardship  or  evangelism  or  whatever.  It  is  not  a  question  of  what  we  are  able  to  do. 

The  question  is,  what  are  we  willing  to  do.  For  if  we  are  willing,  God  has  given  us  more  than  enough 
resources  to  make  us  able.  I  don't  think  we  have  expected  enough  of  each  other,  in  the  name  of  Christ.  Liter- 
ally, for  His  sake  and  the  sake  of  His  people  let's  crank  it  up  one  more  notch. 

I  spoke  to  a  vestry  recently  about  what  I  felt  to  be  their  unrealized  potential.  When  1  finished  a  woman 
raised  her  hand  and  said,  "You  have  a  lot  of  faith  in  us,  don't  you?"  My  reply  was,  "If  God  has  so  much  faith  in 
me,  and  in  us;  how  would  I  dare  not  have  faith  in  you?" 

How  would  I  dare  not  have  faith  in  you?  "For  you  are  a  chosen  race,  a  royal  priesthood,  a  holy  nation, 
God's  own  people  in  order  that  you  may  proclaim  the  mighty  acts  of  Him  who  called  you  out  of  darkness  into 
His  marvelous  light."  And  as  your  Bishop,  I  will  never  ask  of  you  or  expect  from  you  less  than  your  highest  and 
your  best.  For  all  you  mean  to  me,  1  express  to  you  my  deepest  thanks.  For  all  you  mean  to  the  church,  I  express 
to  God  my  deepest  thanks.  For  the  ministries  God  has  entrusted  to  us,  I  rejoice.  With  Him  and  in  Him  and 
through  Him  1  am  given  the  strength  to  say,  "Thanks  Be  To  God." 
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A  Deanery  in  Action 


by  Ede  Bald  ridge 

"It  was  absolutely,  truly  a  community  effort,"  said  Jane 
Martin,  of  Wilmington,  and  chair  of  the  energetic,  imagina- 
tive Local  Planning  Committee  for  the  diocesan  convention 
held  recently  in  Wilmington.  "Fourteen  churches,  deanery 
churches,  worked  together  with  the  thought  that  we've 
invited  'em  here,  now  it's  our  responsibility  to  make  'em 
feel  welcome!" 

As  she  talked,  Martin  referred  to  correspondence,  notes, 
bulletins,  etc.,  more  than  four  inches  thick  and  housed  in  a 
bulging  binder,  mute  testimony  to  the  time,  thought  and 
activity  devoted  to  the  project  during  the  past  year  by  the 
churches  of  the  Deanery  of  the  Lower  Cape  Fear:  St.  Mark's, 
the  Church  of  the  Servant,  St.  John's,  St.  Paul's,  the  Church 
of  the  Good  Shepherd,  St.  James'  and  St.  Andrew's-on-the- 
Sound,  of  Wilmington;  St.  Mary's,  Burgaw;  Holy  Trinity, 
Hampstead;  All  Souls,  Northwest;  St.  Philip's,  Thomas 
Landing;  Grace  Church,  Whiteville;  St.  Philip's,  Southport; 
and  St.  James  the  Fisherman,  Shallotte. 

On  the  heels  of  the  convention  of  1995  a  group  of 
twelve  met  ("Prophetic,  isn't  it?",  laughed  Martin)  including 
Pat  Howe,  of  Hampstead,  Chair  of  the  1 996  convention,  and 
Joe  Cooper,  Rector  of  the  Church  of  the  Servant  and  Dean  of 
the  Deanery  of  the  Lower  Cape  Fear,  to  discuss  the  conven- 
tion agenda  and  job  descriptions  for  committee  heads. 
Martin's  responsibilities  were  to  coordinate  the  work  and 
attention  required  to  meet  local  needs  and  concerns. 

"I  contacted  each  church  and  said  we  needed  a  repre- 
sentative from  them,  as  well  as  the  clergy,  to  serve  on  this 
committee,"  said  Martin.  "We  worked  from  the 
convention's  agenda,  figured  out  the  local  needs  and 
concerns  and  then  set  about  to  making  it  better  than  'just 
doing  it'.  There  was  lots  of  warmth  and  camaraderie,  a  real 
coming  together  of  people,  ideas  and  plans,  from  each  one  of 
this  committee  of  thirty.  We  dealt  with  all  the  issues  from 
bussing  to  balloons,  housing  in  homes  to  registration  and 


information.  And  the  meals,  those  wonderful  meals!  The  reception,  the 
lunch,  the  banquet  " 

Eight  of  the  churches  orchestrated  and  set  up  four  hundred  and  fifty  bag 
lunches,  each  bag  individually  decorated  and  sporting  a  jaunty  bishop- 
purple  napkin.  These  treasures,  coupled  with  arrangements  of  fresh  spring 
flowers,  transformed  the  Great  Hall  and  side  rooms  at  St.  James'  into  a 
colorful,  inviting  picnic  area  for  hungry,  appreciative  delegates  and  guests. 

Heretofore  payment  for  the  luncheon  has  been  included  in  registration 
fees.  Not  so  this  year.  At  one  of  their  brainstorming-planning-and-fine- 
tuning  meetings  the  committee  decided  to  make  the  lunch  their  gift  and  to 
do  something  special  for  the  banquet  with  that  money.  The  something 
special  for  the  banquet,  shrouded  in  secrecy  until  just  the  right  moment,  was 
the  presence  of  Bishop  William  Sanders,  retired  Bishop  of  Tennessee  and 
Bishop  Sanders'  brother,  and  Bishop  A.C.  (Chip)  Marble,  Jr.,  of  Missis- 
sippi, long  time  friend  and  associate  of  Bishop  (B.  Sidney )Sanders. 

"I'm  sure  the  committee  had  even  more  fun  putting  that  all  together 
than  Bishop  and  Bill  Sanders  and  Chip  did,"  Martin  said.  "We  had  a  good 
time  working  hard  to  see  to  it  that  everyone  else  had  a  good  time.  And  in 
the  doing  the  deanery  concept  took  on  a  great  positive  image  for  each  of  us. 
This  committee  was  a  deanery  in  action,  at  its  best  and  in  the  best  sense  of 
the  word." 


A  member  of  the  balloon  squad  prepares 
for  the  banquet. 


Lunch  is  served! 


The  lunch  crew  taking  care  of  last  minute  details. 


Creatively  addressing  the  future 


by  Patrick  Joyce 

The  village  parson  model  for  small  church  ministry  is 
dead ...  There  are  exceptions  but  they  only  prove  the  ride. 

This  was  the  warning  the  Reverend  Canon  Ben  Helmer, 
guest  speaker,  gave  the  1 13th  Convention.  Helmer,  a  canon 
missioner  in  the  Diocese  of  West  Missouri  and  President  of 
the  Board  of  New  Directions  Ministries,  works  firsthand  with 
small  rural  congregations  that  are  successfully  practicing  new 
models  of  ministry. 

His  address  during  Friday's  Noonday  Prayers,  drew  on 
his  own  experiences  in  the  field.  One  could  imagine  many  of 
the  stories  he  shared  occurring  right  here  in  East  Carolina. 

As  Helmer  outlined  in  his  address  "The  first  principle  is 
the  faithful  assumption  of  New  Directions  that  each  congre- 
gation contains  all  the  necessary  gifts  of  the  spirit  for  mission 
and  ministry. 

"The  ministry  of  all  baptized  persons  if  put  to  work  as  a 
strategy  is  sustainable  in  any  church  whether  it  has  full-time 
clergy  or  not. 

"The  ministry  of  all  baptized  persons  includes  appropri- 
ate use  of  ordained  persons,  but  they  may  not  be  seminary- 
trained.  Locally  ordained  persons,  supervised  by  profession- 
ally-trained people,  insure  that  any  community,  regardless  of 
its  size,  can  have  a  full  sacramental  life. 

"The  second  principal  that  New  Directions  has  consis- 
tently maintained  is  that  new  regional  structures  need  to  be 
developed  to  enhance  sustainability.  A  group  of  three  or 
more  churches  forming  a  regional  ministry,  sharing  resources 
including  professional  ministry,  can  be  an  effective  steward- 


ship of  ministry  delivery  for  everyone.  Regional 
ministry. ..enjoys  a  growing  popularity  by  dioceses  which 
have  tried  everything  else." 

Helmer  spoke  with  enthusiasm  as  he  outlined  the 
possibilities  for  ministry  touched  on  above,  yet  he  voiced 
concern  that  churches  accept  the  need  for  change  and 
creatively  address  the  future. 

Delegates  were  given  the  opportunity  to  brainstorm  and 
react  to  Helmer's  message  during  a  small  group  discussion 
period  following  lunch.  Four  questions  were  posed.  Re- 
ports were  turned  in  from  35  tables  of  5-6  people  each. 
While  some  groups  did  not  directly  address  the  questions,  all 
had  something  worthwhile  to  say.  Some  seemed  to  have  felt 
threatened  by  the  "newness"  of  the  ideas.  Others  seemed 
content  with  the  norm  and  still  others  embraced  the  idea  of 
change,  especially  regional  ministry. 

Following  are  the  four  questions  Helmer  posed  and  a 
summary  of  the  answers  from  the  tables: 

1.  If  you  are  in  a  church  struggling  to  keep  the  doors 
open,  what  will  be  your  situation  in  five  years  if  nothing 
changes? 

Of  the  20  answers  that  directly  addressed  the  question, 
10  said  "Our  church  will  close  its  doors. ..cease  to  exist." 
Beyond  that,  three  tables  said  merge  or  hire  a  part-time 
priest  and  three  said  the  decline  would  continue.  Other 
answers  were  similar. 

2.  If  your  church  decided  to  consider  sustainable 
development  which  includes  some  kind  of  regional 
structure  and  considering  local  ordination  and  lay 
ministry  training,  what  would  that  look  like? 

Reponses  to  this  question  were  more  diverse  than  to  any 


other.  Four  tables 
said  "Favor  strong 
lay  ministry  to 
work  toward 
survival."  Three 
tables  said  sustain- 
able development 
may  not  be 
accepted  by  their 
members  and  two     The  Rev-  Canon  Ben  Helmer 
more  said  "yes"  to   encourages  churches  to  utilize  the 
Coalition  16  a       ministry  of  all  baptized  persons. 
regional  ministry  in  East  Carolina  in  the  1970's. 

One  delegate  flat  out  said  "the  regional  approach  won't 
work  in  East  Carolina,"  and  another  felt  existing  clergy  may 
feel  threatened.  One  person  bottom-lined  it  at  "we  may  have 
to  give  up  our  preconceived  ideas  of  ministry." 

3.  What  would  it  be  like  to  be  in  a  church  that  didn't 
worry  about  money  every  time  the  vestry  met? 

There  were  only  1 7  direct  answers  to  the  question,  but 
eight  tables  said  "it  would  be  nice  to  have  the  freedom  to 
concentrate  on  outreach  and  other  areas." 

There  were  the  to-be-expected  humorous  answers  to  that 
query,  but  one  table  managed  to  reply  "we  need  some  debt." 

4.  If  you  had  the  power,  with  others,  to  change  one 
thing  about  your  church's  ministry  delivery  system,  what 
would  you  change  and  what  do  you  think  would  happen? 

Of  23  answers,  1 0  said  "Everyone  has  to  take  part  in 
ministry;  must  have  increased,  involvement  of  lay  people." 
Four  replied  "accept  ministry  delivery  system  as  a  personal 
invitation  to  go  out  and  serve  more  in  the  community." 
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Youth  more  than  a  mere  presence  at  convention 


by  Elizabeth  Davenport 

The  youth  representatives  attending 
the  1996  diocesan  convention  not  only 
embodied  the  future,  they  embraced  it. 

In  the  words  of  youth  representative 
Erin  Peterson  from  St.  Timothy's  in 
Greenville,  "youth  representatives  are 
important,  especially  at  this  convention, 
for  the  future  that  we  discern  will 
involve  us,  the  youth,  and  God  never 
sends  his  chosen  out  unprepared." 

With  maturity  and  enthusiasm  such 
as  this,  youth  representatives  made  their 
presence  known  at  every  turn.  They 
participated  in  the  Opening  Eucharist  at 
St.  James'  on  Thursday  night.  They 
helped  decorate  the  ballroom  for 
Friday's  banquet.  On  Saturday,  they 
assisted  with  the  voting  procedure  by 
distributing  and  collecting  ballots  and  they  helped  collect 
name  tags  at  the  end  of  the  convention. 

The  youth,  however,  did  more  then  just  assist  and 
observe.  They  were  actively  involved  in  the  activities  of  the 
three-day  convention  and  in  many  cases  enlightened  the 
adults  on  the  value  of  the  diocesan  youth  program.  Erin 
Peterson  read  the  Prayers  of  the  People  on  Saturday  during 
Morning  Prayer.  David  Umphlett  gave  part  of  the  report  for 
the  youth  department.  Speaking  of  Camp  Trinity,  Umphlett 


Youth  Representatives  enjoy  the 
banquet. 


said,  "Friends  share  their  experience  and 
see  God  actively  working  among  them  at 
camp.  Camp  provides  real  lessons  in 
relationships  with  God." 

Youth  representatives  Hannah 
Hickman  and  Michael  Sears  entered  the 
debate  on  the  floor  of  the  convention 
concerning  the  resolution  to  repeal  the 
North  Carolina  Concealed  Weapons  Act. 
Lest  you  think  youth  are  of  one  mind, 
Hickman  and  Sears  argued  from  opposite 
sides  of  the  debate. 

While  Hickman  and  Sears  could 
voice  they  concerns  to  the  convention, 
they  were  unable  to  vote.  Youth  repre- 
sentatives, according  to  the  guidelines  of 
the  youth  department,  have  voice  but  no 
vote  during  the  convention.  They  are 
there  to  learn  how  the  process  works. 
Cookie  Cantwell  explains  that  by  inviting  youth  to  attend  we 
"empower  youth  and  hopefully  plant  seeds  of  leadership  for 
the  future." 

Susan  Willetts,  a  youth  representative  from  St.  James  in 
Wilmington,  echoes  this  sentiment.  She  feels  that  by  giving 
the  youth  voice,  the  convention  gets  an  original  perspective 
on  issues.  She  explains,  "I  enjoyed  the  small  group  discus- 
sions because  I  was  able  to  converse  with  adults  as  equals.  I 
actually  felt  that  my  opinion  mattered." 


Both  Willetts 
and  Erin  Peterson 
agree  that  learning 
of  other  things 
going  on  in  the 
diocese  increases 
the  youths'  likeli- 
hood of  staying 
involved  in  the 
diocese.  According 
to  Peterson,  "It  was 
informative  to  see 
the  actual  workings 
of  the  church.  1  was 
not  aware  of  the 
truly  wonderful 
outreach  programs 
that  we  have." 

A  misconcep- 
tion seems  to  linger 
that  the  youth  are 

attending  a  youth  event  when  actually  the  youth  have  their 
own  convention,  the  Diocesan  Youth  Convention,  held  each 
January. 

Carol  Taylor  explains  that  the  role  of  adults  in  relation  to 
the  youth  attending  the  diocesan  convention  "is  to  remain 
open-minded  as  we  listen  and  to  model  our  faith,  which  is 
our  duty  as  we  empower  our  youth  for  the  future." 


David  Umphlett  addresses  the 
Convention  on  the  youth  work  in 
the  diocese. 


Voices  of  concern  over  Foundation  dependence 


by  Susan  Taylor  Block 

When  Rick  Willetts  Speaks... 

When  Frederick  Willetts  III  of  Wilmington  took  the  floor 
during  a  spirited  discussion  concerning  finance  at  the  1996 
Annual  Convention,  those  who  knew  him  pricked  their  ears.  Rick 
is  Chief  Executive  Officer  and  President  of  Cooperative  Bank  for 
Savings  which  has  its  headquarters  in  Wilmington. 

The  discussion  taking  place  concerned  the  interest  the 
Foundation  charges  to  individual  churches.  Interest  rates  of  1  1/2 
over  prime,  or  around  9  1/2%,  had  been  criticized  from  the  floor 
with  a  recommendation  that  rates  be  lowered  to  3%.  It  was  also 
noted  that  the  diocesan  dependence  on  the  Foundation  had  been 
increased  by  $140,000  over  the  preceding  year. 

Mr.  Willetts,  past  president  of  the  Foundation,  explained  that 
the  fund  has  grown 
over  the  past  twelve 
months  because  of 
the  most  successful 
period  in  the  history 
of  the  stock  market. 
"We  can't  continue 
to  take  money  out  at 
an  increased  rate, 
though,  without 
causing  problems." 

"I  think  the 
interest  rate  being 
charged  is  too  high. 
However,  there 
should  be  flexibility 
in  negotiating  rates 
with  each  individual 
church.  Their  needs 
and  position  should 
be  taken  into 

account,"  he  added.         Rick  Willetts  of  St  James'' 
Wilmington. 


Nancy  Broadwell:  Hoping  the  faithful  will  be  charitable 

Nancy  W.  Broadwell  of  Holy  Trinity  Parish  in  Fayetteville  is  currently  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Foundation  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  and  serves  as  Chairperson  of  the  Diocesan  Stewardship  Committee.  However, 
her  two  hats  don't  clash.  Mrs.  Broadwell's  desire  for  increased  individual  stewardship  complements  her  feeling  about  the 
use  of  income  produced  by  the  charitable  bequests  and  gifts  which  combine  to  form  the  principal  of  the  Foundation. 

"The  Foundation  has  a  special  place  in  the  Diocese,  but  I  share  the  concern  of  Bishop  Sanders  and  others  that  we  are 
getting  too  dependent  on  the  annual  interest  for  the  needs  of  our  churches.  The  Foundation  is  being  asked  to  do  a  lot  of 
things  that  we  could  do  for  ourselves.  We  could  donate  much,  much  more  for  outreach,"  she  stated. 

"Outreach"  in  the  Diocese  often  takes  the  form  of 
Creative  Christian  Stewardship  Grants  to  fill  serious  needs 
in  communities.  Wallace  C.  Murchison  of  Wilmington, 
past  president  of  the  Foundation,  was  chairman  of  the 
committee  that  recommended  the  formation  of  the  Creative 
Christian  Stewardship  Grant  program.  "We  knew  the  good 
that  could  be  done  through  the  grants  and  we  were  also 
aware  that  the  temptation  would  always  be  there  for  the 
diocese  to  become  too  dependent  on  the  Foundation  for  its 
own  needs,"  said  Mr.  Murchison. 

Many  of  these  grants  go  to  support  Episcopal  benevo- 
lences like  St.  Joseph's  Breakfast  Ministry  in  Fayetteville, 
the  Episcopal  Refugee  Ministry,  and  the  Episcopal  Coun- 
seling Center.  However,  Creative  Christian  Stewardship 
Grants  are  also  given  to  worthy  organizations  who  act  as 
Good  Samaritans,  even  though  they  may  not  be  directly 
associated  with  any  church,  such  as  the  Rape  Crisis  Center 
in  Fayetteville  and  the  Albemarle  Food  Bank  in  Elizabeth 
City. 

"If  stewardship  increased  in  the  churches,  there  would 
be  no  need  for  them  to  tap  the  resources  of  the  Foundation,' 
said  Chairperson  Broadwell.  "The  Stewardship  Committee 
has  a  slate  of  trained  consultants  who  are  available  upon  the 
request  of  a  church's  minister  and  vestry.  They  have 

proven  to  be  effective."  Nancy  Broadwell  (right  front)  discussing 

convention  business. 
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Mixing  business  with  pleasure—the  1996  Diocesan 
Convention 


Bishop  Chip  Marble  greets  a  surprised 
Bishop  Sidney  Sanders. 

Smiles,  fellowship,  and  laughs 
abounded  as  500  plus  Episcopalians  from 
across  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  gathered 
for  the  1 13th  Annual  Convention.  Picking 
up  on  the  convention  theme—Celebrating  the 
Past,  Discerning  the  Fw/wre—celebration 
seemed  to  be  foremost  on  the  minds  of 
delegates. 

From  celebrating  Eucharist  to  celebrat- 
ing the  ministry  of  the  Right  Reverend  B. 
Sidney  Sanders,  the  joyousness  of  the  crowd 
and  their  fondness  for  their  bishop  perme- 
ated the  three-day  event. 

While  much  time  was  spent  "discerning 
the  future,"  especially  during  the  address  of 
the  Rev.  Canon  Ben  Helmer,  guest  speaker, 
and  during  the  small  group  discussions 
which  ensued,  the  convention  committee 
made  sure  there  was  time  set  aside  to  pay 
tribute  to  the  ministry—past,  present  and 
future— of  Bishop  Sidney  Sanders. 

On  Friday  afternoon  Pat  Howe,  Conven- 
tion Chairsperson,  introduced  a  short  video 
featuring  Bishop  Sanders  "at  work"  among 
his  flock.  Following  the  video  the  entire 
convention  rose  to  its  feet  to  salute,  thank 
and  show  appreciation  for  the  bishop  they  so 
love. 

Later  that  night,  the  celebration  contin- 
ued at  the  "Bishops'  Banquet."  With  fuschia 
and  purple  balloons,  centerpieces  of  red 
miters  and  entertainment  featuring  church 
leaders  from  afar  (The  Rt.  Rev.  William 
Sanders,  retired  Bishop  of  Tennessee,  and 
The  Rt.  Rev.  A.  C.  "Chip"  Marble,  Bishop  of 
Mississippi),  the  local  convention  committee 
transformed  the  convention  hall  into  a  true 
"Episcopal"  dining  experience. 

The  menu  featured  advent  salad  with 
pastoral  dressing,  ecumenical  vegetables, 
chicken  St.  Sid,  revelation  rice  and  pie  a 
l'amen.  The  entertainment  featured  humor- 
ous jabs  and  childhood  reminiscences  from 
Bishop  Sanders'  "little  brother"  Bill  and  a 
fair  share  of  heckling  from  Chip  Marble. 

The  Business  at  hand 

Amongst  the  merriment  and  laughs, 
business  did  take  place.  During  the  course 
of  Friday  and  Saturday,  reports  were  given 
by  various  ministries,  departments  and 
commissions  of  the  diocese.  As  delegate 
Tom  Holt  from  Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville, 
said,  "This  is  the  greatest  stewardship 
conference  ever." 

Story  after  story  was  told  of  lives 
touched,  people  in  need  and  ministries 
growing.  Reporting  on  the  East  Carolina 
Refugee  Ministry,  Rosemary  Stark  told  of  a 
Serbian  and  a  Bosnian  family,  two  former 
enemies,  befriending  each  other  in  New 
Bern.  Holly  Christofferson  spoke  with 


Katy  Whitley 
passionately  reports 
on  the  Presiding 
Bishop's  Fund  for 
World  Relief. 


enthusiasm  of  the  Spanish  radio  station 
started  by  the  Episcopal  Farmworkers 
Ministry.  David  Umphlett,  a  youth  of  the 
diocese,  told  of  a  Brazilian  exchange  student 
whose  relationship  with  God  was  trans- 
formed after  attending  Happening.  The 
Reverend  Ton  Whiteside,  Director  of  Good 
Shepherd  Ministries,  told  of  the  pressing 
needs  of  the  homeless  population.  Father 
Nick  Ibarra  and  Deacon  Sue  Duvall  told  of 
the  burgeoning  attendance  at  the  Hispanic 
service  being  offered  at  churches  around  the 
San  Mateo,  Yeatesville  area.  Nancy 
Broadwell,  Chair  of  the  Stewardship 
Commission,  spoke  of  the  remarkable 
impact  the  stewardship  consultants  are 
making  in 
churches  that 
engage  their 
services.  Katy 
Whitley  brought 
greetings  from 
around  the 
National  Church 
Office  and 
shared  stories 
from  around  the 
globe  of  lives 
touched  by 
Episcopalians' 
gifts  to  the 
Presiding 
Bishop's  Fund 
for  World 
Relief. 

Reports  were  also  given  on  Trinity 
Center;  Kanuga;  Thompson  Children's 
Home;  St.  Mary's  College,  the  Departments 
of  Christian  Formation,  Missionary  Out- 
reach, Communication,  and  Youth;  the 
Capital  Funds  Drive;  Episcopal  Church 
Women;  the  Companion  Diocese;  the 
Standing  Committee;  the  Nominating 
Committee  for  the  Bishop  Coadjutor;  and 
the  work  of  the  Assistant  Bishop,  Bishop 
Charles  Vache. 

Too  great  a  dependence  on  Foundation 
funds 

If  there  was  one  concern  that  was  voiced 
repeatedly  during  the  reports,  it  was  the 
diocese's  increasing  dependence  on  the  use 
of  the  funds  of  the  Episcopal  Foundation  to 
balance  the  diocesan  budget.  Allen 
Hornthal,  Chair  of  the  Finance  Committee, 
expressed  his  concern  during  the  presenta- 
tion of  the  1 996  diocesan  budget. 

A  few  years  ago  the  Diocese  committed 
itself  to  reducing  its  dependence  on  Founda- 
tion funds.  By  1990  The  Diocese  was 
successfully  weaning  itself  and  drew 
$65,000  from  the  Foundation  for  that  year's 
budget.  Since  then,  however,  the  trend,  has 
reversed.  In  1996  we  will  draw  $200,000 
from  the  Foundation  to  balance  the  budget. 

Programs  and  ministry  are  growing 
more  rapidly  than  individuals  and  churches 
are  responding  to  the  call  to  Christian 
stewardship.  Bishop  Sanders  stressed  this 
concern  in  both  this  sermon  and  his  conven- 
tion address. 

When  Frank  Gibson  reported  on  the 
Episcopal  Foundation,  he,  too,  warned  of  a 
tendency  to  draw  too  much  from  the 
Foundation.  While  he  reported  an  unprec- 
edented growth  in  the  Foundation  Funds,  (a 


30.5%  yield  for  1995),  he  cautioned  that  to 
expect  such  growth  to  continue  was  unrealis- 
tic and  on  unhealthy  practice  of  stewardship. 

Resolutions  resound 

Moving  into  the  legislative  session, 
delegates  seemed  to  be  pleased  with  the 
relatively  little  controversy  which  ensued. 
On  Friday  delegates  were  eager  to  pass  a 
resolution  that  dispensed  with  reading  each 
resolution  before  the  convention.  While  this 
resolution  passed,  on  Saturday  it  was 
determined  that  because  of  the  wording  of 
the  canons,  the  resolution  was  unnecessary. 
The  canons  state  that  a  resolution  must  be 
presented  but  they  say  nothing  about  reading 
them.  Once  it  was  determined  that  the 
resolutions  would  be  presented  by  title, 
Saturday's  legislative  session  moved  right 
along. 

Four  courtesy  resolutions  were  passed: 
one  was  in  memory  of  and  in  thanksgiving 
for  the  life  of  Suzanne  Leclaire  Pritchett,  a 
member  of  St.  Thomas',  Windsor,  who  died 
on  January  23,  1996;  one  in  thanksgiving  for 
the  ministry  of  the  Rev.  Gary  Fulton,  Rector 
of  St.  Thomas',  Bath,  who  was  instrumental 
in  the  creation  of  the  San  Mateo  ministry  in 
Yeatesville;  one  in  thanksgiving  for  the 
ministry  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  H.  Banks, 
Rector  of  St.  Andrew's,  Goldsboro  from 
1948  until  his  retirement  in  January  1996; 
and  one  in  praise  and  thanksgiving  for  the 


1  "T 


Voting  proceeds. 

ministry  of  Josh  T.  MacKenzie. 

Another  moment  of  confusion  arose 
over  a  resolution  passed  at  the  1995  Dioc- 
esan convention.  This  resolution  stated  that 
resolutions  that  were  not  submitted  to  the 
resolution  committee  chair  by  the  last  day  of 
December  must  have  the  signature  of  at  least 
ten  delegates  representing  at  least  three 
parishes  in  order  to  be  brought  before  the 
convention.  The  1 995  resolution  exempted 
Resolutions  of  Courtesy,  Honorarium,  or 
Memorial  from  the  December  3 1  stipulation. 

While  this  resolution  passed  in  1995, 
the  canons  were  not  amended  to  reflect  the 
change  nor  did  the  change  in  procedure 
receive  much  publicity  prior  to  the  1996 
convention.  As  a  result  none  of  the  resolu- 
tions submitted  after  December  3 1  has  the 
required  signatures. 

After  some  discussion,  the  convention 
voted  to  suspend  the  rule  and  proceed  with 
business.  It  will  be  reinstated  at  the  1997 
Diocesan  Convention. 

Once  the  convention  commenced  with 
business,  the  resolution  authorizing  the 
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ELECTIONS  OF  THE 
113TH  CONVENTION 

Standing  Committee 

Mrs.  Harriett  Woolard 
The  Rev.  Phillip  Craig,  Sr. 

Executive  C  ouncil 

(At  Large) 
Mrs.  Jane  Martin 
The  Rev.  Janet  Tarbox 
The  Rev.  Martha  Honaker 


(Trinity) 
Mrs.  Donna  Getty 
The  Rev.  Rickie  DaCunha 

(Albemarle) 
Ms.  Carolyn  Jackson 
The  Rev.  Barbara  Chaffee 

(Pamlico) 

Mrs.  June  Liverman  (1  year  unexpired  term) 
The  Rev.  Thomas  Midyette 
Ms.  Frances  Douglas 

( Upper  Cape  Fear) 
Mr.  George  Roraback,  Jr. 
The  Rev.  Henri  Baillargeon 

(Lower  Cape  Fear) 
Mr.  Dick  Harold 
The  Rev.  Richard  Warner 

Thompson  Children's  Home 

Dr.  William  Hunt 

Trustees  of  the  Diocese 

Mr.  Frank  Gibson  (2  year  term) 
Mrs.  Joan  Geiszler-Ludlum 
( 1  year  unexpired  term) 

Trustee  of  the  University  South 

Mr.  Frank  Wakefield 

Trial  Court 

The  Rev.  Ron  Abrams 
The  Rev.  Jim  Cooke 
The  Rev.  Tom  Cure 
Mr.  C.  C.  Stewart 
Mrs.  Pat  Howe 

General  Convention  Deputies 

(Clergy) 
The  Rev.  Phillip  Craig,  Sr. 
The  Rev.  Lucy  Talbott 
The  Rev.  Charles  vonRosenberg 
The  Rev.  Joe  Cooper 

(Alternates) 
The  Rev.  Jim  Cooke 
The  Rev.  Bob  Dannals 
The  Rev.  Bill  Bradbury 
The  Rev.  Tom  Midyette 

(Lay) 

Mrs.  Nancy  Broadwell 
Mr.  David  Stoller 
Mr.  Larry  Overton 
Mr.  Bob  Van  Veld 

(Alternates) 
Mrs.  Alicia  Ragsdale 
Mr.  Ted  Gartman 
Mr.  Dick  Barber 
Mrs.  Barbara  Kehayes 

SPECIAL  COMMITTEES 

appointments  made  by  Bishop  Sanders 
and  approved  by  the  1 13th  Convention 

Commission  on  Ministry 

The  Rev.  Russell  Johnson 
The  Rev.  Janet  Tarbox 
Mr.  Chuck  Williams 
Mrs.  Alice  Underhill 

Foundation  Board 

Mr.  Brownie  Schaeffer 

Mrs.  Alice  Lynch 
Mr.  Ralph  Schlichter 
Mr.  Deanes  Gorton 

Board  of  Trinity 

Mr.  Mickey  Corcoran 
Mr.  Eddie  Warren 
Mr.  Walter  Jones 
The  Rev.  Matthew  Stockard 


MARCH  1996 


CROSS  CURRENT 


PAGE  7 


Trinity  Center's 
BiRTkdA y  BasU 


PAGE  8 


CROSS  CURRENT 


MARCH  1996 


Five  candidates  in  running  for 

bishop  coadjutor 


by  Joe  West 

After  a  seven-month  search,  the  Nominating  Committee 
has  presented  the  names  of  five  candidates  for  the  election  of 
Bishop  Coadjutor  for  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina.  The 
candidates  are:  The  Reverend  Clifton  (Dan)  Daniel  III,. 
Rector  of  St.  Michael's  Church,  Bristol,  Rhode  Island;  The 
Reverend  Rayford  B.  High  Jr.,  Rector  of  St.  Paul's  Church, 
Waco,  Texas;  The  Right  Reverend  F.  Clayton  (Clay) 
Matthews,  Suffragan  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  of  Virginia;  The 
Reverend  Louis  (Smokey)  Oats,  Rector  of  All  Saints, 
Morristown,  Tennessee  and  Headmaster  of  All  Saints  Day, 
School;  and  The  Reverend  James  J.  (Bud)  Shand,  Rector  of 
Christ  Church  Parish,  Kent  Island,  Stevensville,  Maryland. 

A  packet  of  biographical  information  on  the  candidates 
was  mailed  in  February  to  the  clergy  and  lay  delegates  to  the 
Special  Election,  which  will  be  held  April  20  at  Christ 
Church  in  New  Bern. 

Committee  members  met  almost  weekly  since  August  to 
gather  names  and  evaluate  nominees  in  a  attempt  to  come  up 
with  candidates  for  the  election,  which  will  pick  the  eventual 
successor  to  Bishop  Sidney  Sanders. 

Nominations  were  sought  from  across  the  diocese,  from 
the  bishops  of  other  dioceses  and  from  the  files  of  the 
National  Church,  according  to  Bob  VanVeld,  committee 
chairman.  The  committee  received  the  names  of  96  clergy  of 
which  five  were  finally  selected. 

Speaking  to  the  delegates  at  the  Annual  Convention  in 
Wilmington,  VanVeld  said  "The  committee  believes  that  any 
one  of  these  five  candidates  would  be  an  excellent  Bishop 
Coadjutor  for  our  diocese.  We  made  lots  of  phone  calls  to 
them,  their  bishops  and  their  references." 

The  convention  delegates  will  be  the  ones  to  vote  on  the 
bishop  coadjutor  at  the  election  in  New  Bern  on  Saturday, 


Almighty  and  eternal  God,  by 
your  grace,  the  time  has 
come  for  this  diocese  to 
elect  a  bishop  coadjutor. 

Father,  we  pray  for  your 
guidance. 

Draw  our  hearts  to  you,  and 
so  guide  our  minds  with 
truth,  that  we  may  know 
your  perfect  will. 

Grant  us  all  the  Spirit  of 

discernment  and  wisdom 
as  we  seek  a  shepherd 

who  will  lead  us  in  your 

way,  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord.  A  men 


April  20. 

Before  it  began  evaluating  nominees,  the  committee 
tried  to  get  a  clear  picture  of  what  the  people  of  East  Carolina 
envisioned  for  the  future  of  the  Diocese,  as  well  as  what 
qualities  they  wanted  in  their  next  bishop.  Surveys  were 


Making  sense  of  the  voting  process 


by  David  Stoller 

The  rules  for  voting  at  the  Special  Convention  are 
mandated  by  Articles  VII  and  XIII  of  the  Constitution,  and 
Title  III,  Canon  1  of  the  Canons  of  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina.  The  Constitution  cannot  be  amended  before  the 
election  at  the  Special  Convention,  and  we  are  bound  to 
follow  the  rules  provided  for  us.  These  rules  are  set  out  in 
Rule  22  of  the  Rules  of  Order  for  the  Special  Convention. 

As  the  rules  are  cumbersome  and  somewhat  difficult  to 
understand,  the  Standing  Committee  offers  this  explanation 
of  the  voting  process.  Delegates  of  each  parish  may  wish  to 
meet  in  advance  of  the  Special  Convention  to  review  the 
rules  of  voting  as  well  as  the  nominees  that  will  be  presented. 
You  may  wish  to  bring  a  copy  of  this  guide  with  you  to 
Special  Convention  for  assistance  during  the  voting.  If  you 
should  have  questions  concerning  the  operation  of  the  rules, 
please  feel  free  to  contact  the  Standing  Committee  in 
advance  of  the  Special  Convention. 

In  voting  for  the  election  of  the  Bishop  Coadjutor, 
delegates  will  be  voting  by  Orders  and  Parishes.  Voting  by 
Orders  means  the  clergy  votes  and  the  lay  votes  will  be 
counted  separately.  Voting  by  Parishes  means  that  lay 
delegates  will  not  be  voting  individually.  Instead  the  lay 
delegates  of  each  parish  will  be  voting  as  a  group.  Each 
parish  will  have  only  one  ballot  for  the  lay  delegation  to 
mark.  In  a  parish  with  three  delegates,  for  example,  the  three 


delegates  will  decide  together  how  to  cast  their  one  ballot. 
This  process  encourages  the  lay  delegation  of  each  parish  to 
discuss  together  how  they  believe  God  is  calling  their  parish 
to  vote. 

Although  each  parish  will  cast  a  single  lay  ballot,  not  all 
lay  ballots  are  the  same.  The  weight  that  will  be  given  to 
each  ballot  is  determined  by  the  number  of  delegates  of  that 
parish.  A  parish  with  one  lay  delegate  will  have  one-fifth 
(0.2)  of  a  "parish  vote".  A  parish  with  two  lay  delegates  will 
have  two-fifths  (0.4)  of  a  "parish  vote".  Three  delegates 
have  three-fifths  (0.6)  of  a  "parish  vote".  Four  delegates  cast 
four-fifths  (0.8)  of  a  "parish  vote".  A  parish  with  five  lay 
delegates  will  have  five-fifths,  ( 1 .0)  "parish  vote".  In  order 
to  be  elected,  a  nominee  must  have  a  majority  of  the  votes  in 
the  clerical  order  and  majority  of  the  "parish  votes"  in  the  lay 
order,  on  the  same  ballot. 

What  if  all  of  the  lay  delegates  from  a  parish  don't  agree 
on  a  nominee?  The  "parish  vote"  of  each  parish  is  to  be 
decided  by  a  majority  of  the  lay  delegation.  The  "parish 
vote"  may  not  be  split  between  two  or  more  nominees. 
(There  are  two  exceptions).  This  makes  it  imperative  that 
each  delegation  confer  and  prayerfully  consider  how  the 
delegation  will  jointly  cast  its  ballot.  Here  are  examples  of 
how  the  process  works: 

Parishes  with  five  lay  delegates,  (five-fifths,  or  1 .0 


conducted  among  the  clergy  and  in  each  parish.  That  data 
was  used  to  compile  a  diocesan  profile  that  helped  guide  the 
search  process. 

The  search  included  a  review  of  nominees'  Church 
Deployment  Office  records,  an  evaluation  of  biographical 
and  educational  data,  and  an  assessment  of  their  personal 
ministries.  In  addition,  committee  teams  talked  with  the 
nominees'  references  and  their  current  and  past  bishops, 
interviewed  them  in  telephone  conference  calls,  and  visited 
their  parishes  and  worshipped  with  them. 

As  a  last  step,  the  final  nominees  met  personally  with  the 
full  committee  so  that  each  member  could  become  even 
better  acquainted  with  them. 

During  the  whole  process,  the  committee  kept  the  names 
of  the  nominees  confidential  to  ensure  the  privacy  of  those 
being  considered. 

Bishop  Sanders  told  the  convention  delegates  that  the 
Nominating  Committee  worked  totally  independently  and 
that  even  he  did  not  know  who  was  being  considered. 

"I  did  not  tell  my  children  who  they  should  marry,  and  I 
did  not  want  to  say  who  my  successor  should  be,"  said 
Sanders.  "1  don't  want  to  be  blamed  for  either  of  those 
things." 

The  voting  delegates  will  get  a  chance  to  meet  the 
candidates  March  23  during  a  special  visit  to  Greenville. 

Delegates  will  gather  at  either  St.  Paul's  or  St.  Timothy"s 
in  Greenville  to  spend  45  minutes  with  each  nominee.  There 
will  be  opening  remarks  by  the  nominee,  his  response  to  a 
general  question  provided  by  the  Nominating  Committee  and 
then  questions  from  delegates.  The  meetings  will  run  from 
9:30  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  Box  lunches  will  be  provided,  and 
delegates  will  be  asked  to  contribute  $5  to  that  expense. 


"parish  vote").  The  "parish  vote"  is  determined  by  a  majority 
of  the  delegation.  If  five,  or  four,  or  three  of  the  delegates 
wish  to  vote  for  nominee  "A",  the  entire  "parish  vote"  goes 
to  nominee  "A".  If  two  delegates  prefer  nominee  "A",  two 
delegates  prefer  nominee  "B",  and  one  delegate  prefers 
nominee  "C",  there  is  no  majority  within  that  delegation,  and 
the  delegation  has  no  "parish  vote"  on  that  ballot.  If  the 
ballot  is  marked  for  two  or  more  nominees,  it  is  invalid  and 
will  not  be  counted. 

Parishes  with  three  lay  delegates,  (three-fifths,  or  0.6 
"parish  vote").  The  "parish  vote"  is  determined  by  two  or 
more  of  the  lay  delegates.  If  two  delegates  prefer  nominee 
"A"  and  one  prefers  nominee  "B",  the  entire  "parish  vote" 
goes  to  nominee  "A".  Nominee  "B"  gets  no  portion  of  the 
"parish  vote".  If  one  prefers  nominee  "A",  another  prefers 
nominee  "B",  and  the  third  prefers  nominee  "C",  there  is  no 
majority  within  that  delegation,  and  the  delegation  has  no 
"parish  vote"  on  that  ballot.  If  the  ballot  is  marked  for  two  or 
more  nominees,  it  is  invalid  and  will  not  be  counted. 

Parishes  with  two  lay  delegates,  (two-fifths,  or  0.4 
"parish  vote").  This  size  parish  has  a  unique  situation.  In 
parishes  with  three  lay  delegates,  a  majority  is  able  to  cast  a 
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Profiles  of  the  Nominees 


The  Rev.  Canon  Clifton  (Dan)  Daniel ,  3rd        1984  -present. 


Personal:  Born  in  Goldsboro,  NC,  1947;  married  Anne 
William  Miller,  1978;  Children  are  Margaret,  Elizabeth 
and  Charlotte,  born  1980.  83,  and  86;  Ordained  Deacon, 
1972;  Ordained  Priest,  1973. 

Education:  BA,  UNC  Chapel  Hill,  1969;  Master  of 
Divinity,  Virginia  Seminary,  1972. 

Professional  History:  Assistant  Rector  St.  Mary's, 
Kinston,  NC,  1972-75;  Rector  St.  Thomas,  Ahoskie,  NC, 
1975-80;  Associate  Rector  St.  Paul's  Dayton,  Ohio, 
1980-84;  Rector  St.  Michael's,  Bristol,  Rhode  Island, 


Pastoral  Specialties:  Administrative  Leader,  Pastor, 
Preacher,  Liturgical  Leader,  Stewardship  Leader, 
Counselor. 

Continuing  Education:  St.  George's  College,  Jerusa- 
lem, 1977;  College  of  Preachers,  Washington,  DC,  1980; 
Graduate  Theological  Union,  Berkeley,  California,  1984; 
St.  Petersburg  Orthodox  Seminary,  St.  Petersburg, 
Russia,  1992;  The  Anglican  Center,  Rome,  Italy,  1993. 

Diocesan  and  National  Church  Experience:  East 
Carolina,  Southern  Ohio,  RI.  Department  of  Christian 


Education;  Executive  Council  Congregational;  Develop- 
ment Committee;  Commission  on  Ministry,  Chair; 
Episcopal  Charities  School  for  Deacons;  Deputy  to  3 
General  Conventions;  Virginia  Seminary  Board. 

Community  Involvement:  East  Carolina,  Southern 
Ohio  and  Rhode  Island:  Red  Cross  Disaster  Commit- 
tee, Affordable  Housing,  Soup  Kitchen,  Downtown 
Renewal,  Little  Children's  Village  Day  Care. 

Hobbies:  Railroading,  gardening,  saltwater  fishing, 
collecting.  Civil  War,  Red  Cross  Disaster  Committee. 


The  Rev.  Rayford  B.  High,  Jr. 

Personal:  Born  in  Houston,  Texas,  1941;  married 
Patricia  Jo  Moseley,  1964;  Children  are  Allison,  Leslie 
and  Rayford,  born  1968-71;  Ordained  Deacon,  1966; 
Ordained  Priest,  1967. 

Education:  Attended  Texas  Christian  University,  Fort 
Worth,  Texas,  1959-60;  BA,  University  of  the  South, 
Sewanee,  Tennessee,  1963;  Master  of  Divinity,  Episco- 
pal Theological  School,  Cambridge  Massachusetts,  1966. 

Professional  History:  Assistant  Rector,  St.  Mark's,  San 
Antonio,  Texas,  1966-69;  Rector,  St.  Francis',  Victoria, 
Texas,  1969-77;  Rector,  St.  John's,  McAllen,  Texas, 


1977-81;  Rector,  St.  Paul's,  Waco,  Texas,  1981 -present. 

Pastoral  Specialties:  Home  Visitation  Preaching, 
Crisis  Ministry,  Administration,  Counseling,  Teaching 
Adults. 

Continuing  Education:  Post  Graduate  work  in  marriage 
Counseling,  1968;  College  of  Preachers,  1975  &  1987; 
St.  George's  College,  Jerusalem,  1990;  Centres 
Linguisticos  de  Antiguia-Spanish,  1993. 

Diocesan  Experience:  West  Texas  and  Texas  Commis- 
sion on  Ministry;  Executive  Committee;  Standing 
Committee-President;  Stewardship;  Youth  Division; 
Convocational  Dean;  Hispanic  Ministries  Commission; 


Cursillo  Spiritual  Director;  Deputy  to  5  General 
Conventions;  Trustee,  Seminary  of  Southwest;  Member 
of  Human  Sexuality  Dialogue  Committee,  General 
Convention;  Member  of  Nominating  Committee  for 
Presiding  Bishop. 

Community  Involvement:  West  Texas  and  Texas 

Foster  Grandparent;  United  Way;  Halfway  House  Board 
Rotary;  Pee  Wee  League  Football  Coach;  Hospital 
Board;  Regional  Board,  Texas  Commission  on 
Alcohoism. 

Hobbies:  Hunting,  fishing,  jogging,  boating,  stamp 
collecting,  reading  and  gardening. 


The  Rt.  Rev.  F.  Clayton  (Clay)  Matthews 

Personal:  Born  in  Raleigh,  NC,  1947;  married  Martha  B. 
Hughes,  1969;  Child  is  John,  born,  1972;  Ordained 
Deacon,  1973;  Ordained  Priest,  1974;  Consecrated 
Suffragan  Bishop,  1993. 

Education:  BA  from  Hampden-Sydney  College,  1970; 
Master  of  Divinity  from  Virginia  Seminary,  1973; 
Doctor  of  Divinity.  Virginia  Seminary,  in  1993. 

Professional  History:  Chaplain  Holy  Innocents'  School 
and  Assistant  to  the  Rector,  Holy  Innocents'  Church, 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  1973-76;  Assistant  to  the  Rector,  Christ 
Church,  New  Bern,  NC,  1976-79;  Rector,  Emmanuel 
Episcopal  Church,  Brook  Hill  Richmond,  Va.,  1980-87; 


Secretary  of  the  Diocese  of  Virginia,  Canon  to  the 
Ordinary  and  Senior  Executive,  1987-93;  Suffragan 
Bishop  of  the  Diocese  of  Virginia,  1993-present. 

Pastoral  Specialties:  Pastoral  Care,  Preaching,  Teach- 
ing, Administration,  Stewardship,  Spiritual  Guidance. 

Continuing  Education:  Parish  Development  Institute, 
Beyond  200,  Church  Planting  and  Missions  1992; 
College  for  Bishops,  Fuller  Institute  on  How  to  Start 
New  Churches,  1993;  College  for  Bishops,  Trinity 
Institute,  1994;  College  for  Bishops,  Bishop  in  Residence 
Studying  Biblical  Theology,  1995. 

Diocesan  Experience:  East  Carolina  and  Virginia 

Education  Commission;  Camps  and  Conferences;  Dean 


Commission  on  Ministry,  Chair. 

Diocesan  and  National  Church  Experience  as  Staff 
and  Suffragan  Bishop:  Congregation  Development, 
Deployment,  Administrator  of  Diocesan  Offices,  Search, 
Pastoral  Development,  Ordination,  Sexual  Misconduct 
Prevention,  Congregational  Revitalization,  Commission 
on  Congregational  Missions  (small  churches).  General 
Convention  Committee  on  Constitution  and  Canons. 

Community  Involvement:  Habitat  for  Humanity, 
Westham  Civic  Association,  Westminister-Canterbury 
House  Trustee. 

Hobbies:  Sailing  and  deep  sea  fishing. 


The  Rev.  Louis  (Smokey)  Oats 

Personal:  Born  in  Nashville,  Tennessee,  1951;  married 
Sharon  E.  Langley,  1976;  Children  are  Jessica  and  Leah, 
born  in  1979  &  1982;  Ordained  Deacon,  1980;  Ordained 
Priest,  1981. 

Education:  BA  University  of  the  South,  Sewanee, 
Tennessee,  1973;  Master  of  Divinity,  Seabury-Western 
Theological,  Evanston,  Illinois;  Doctor  of  Ministry  in 
process,  Columbia  Theological  Seminary,  Atlanta,  GA. 

Professional  History:  Director,  Sewanee  Youth  Center, 
Sewanee,  Tennessee,  1971-73;  Program  Director,  East 
Nashville  YMCA,  Nashville,  Tennessee,  1973-74; 
Educator  and  Coach,  Hawkins  Jr.  High  School, 


Hendersonville,  Tennessee,  1974-77;  Director, 
Kenilworth  Drop-in  Program,  Kenilworth,  Illinois,  1978- 
80;  Deacon,  Church  of  the  Holy  Communion,  Memphis, 
Tennesee,  1980-81;  Vicar,  St.  Thomas,  Elizabethton, 
Tennessee,  1981-84;  Assistant  Rector,  Church  of  the 
Ascension,  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  1984-87;  Rector,  All 
Saints,  Morristown,  Tennessee  and  Headmaster,  All 
Saints  Day  School,  1987-present. 

Pastoral  Specialties:  Pastor,  Preacher,  Teacher, 
Counselor,  Crisis  Minister,  Administrative  Leader. 

Continuing  Education:  Family  Systems  and  Leader- 
ship, Knoxville,  Tennessee;  Old  Testament  Theology, 
Atlanta,  Georgia;  Education  for  Ministry  Mentor, 
Sevierville,  Tennessee;  Managing  Conflict  in  the 


Church,  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

Diocesan  and  National  Church  Experience:  Bishop 
and  Council;  Department  of  Youth  Work,  Chair; 
Episcopal  Schools  Commission;  Clergy  Family  Support 
Committee;  Province  IV  Youth  Ministry  Network; 
Member  of  Diocesan,  Provincial  and  National  Design 
Teams  for  Youth  Ministry  Events. 

Community  Involvement:  Morristown  Area  Chamber 
of  Commerce;  Daily  Bread  Community  Kitchen;  Child 
and  Family  Services  Advisory;  Theatre  Guild,  Hospice; 
United  Way;  Board,  Temporary  Shelter;  Aids  Response; 
Vocational  Rehabilitation;  Training  Advisory. 

Hobbies:  Hiking,  tennis,  family,  reading,  biking. 


The  Rev.  James  J.  (Bud)  Shand 

Personal:  Born  in  1946;  married  Lynne  W.  Stevens, 
1974;  Children  are  Jonathan  1979  and  Meghan  1982; 
Ordained  Deacon,  1972;  Ordained  Priest,  1972. 

Education:  BA,  Canaan  College,  1969;  Master  of 
Divinity,  Philadelphia  Divinity  School,  1972. 

Professional  History:  Steinbach  Department  Store, 
Plainfield  New  Jersey  1963-71;  Johns  Manville  Building 
Products,  Manville  New  Jersey,  1970-72;  Seminarian,  St. 
Stephen's,  Plainfield,  New  Jersey,  1970-71;  Assistant 
Rector,  Grace  Church,  Merchantville,  New  Jersey,  1972- 
75;  Rector,  St.  Mary-Anne's,  North  East,  Maryland, 


1975-89;  Rector,  Christ  Church  Parish,  Kent  Island, 
Stevensville,  Maryland,  1 989-present.  " 

Pastoral  Specialties:  Pastor,  Administrative  Leader, 
Counselor,  Christian  Education  Leader,  Preacher, 
Youth  Worker/Leader. 

Continuing  Education:  College  of  Preachers,  Washing- 
ton, DC,  1978  &  1982;  Virginia  Seminary,  Families  in 
Health  and  Conflict,  1984;  Stewardship  Education,  1989; 
Alban  Institute,  Managing  the  Medium  Sized  Parish, 
1992;  Enrolled  in  Master  of  Arts  in  Christian  Education, 
VA  Seminary,  1995;  Supervising  a  Seminarian  Virginia 
Seminary,  1995-6. 


Diocesan  and  National  Church  Experience:  Diocese 
of  Easton  Diocesan  Council;  Standing  Committee, 
President;  Department  of  Finance;  Stewardship; 
Camp  Committee;  Christian  Education  Committee; 
Constitution  and  Canons  Committee;  Convocational 
Dean;  Provincial  Synod  Council;  Deputy  to  5  General 
Conventions;  National  Stewardship  and  Development. 

Community  Involvement:  United  Way  Board;  Board, 
Department  of  Social  Services,  Cecil  Co.;  Board  of 
Caring  and  Sharing;  Board  of  Christmas  in  April;  Cub 
Scouts  Den  Leader;  Assistant  Scout  Master-Boy  Scouts. 

Hobbies:  Antiquing,  gardening,  walking. 
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The  nominees  respond 

Share  with  us  two  or  three  things  that  excite  and  give  value  to  your  ministry 


The  Reverend  Canon  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd 

First,  and  foremost,  a  personal  commitment  to  Jesus  Christ  as 
Lord  and  Savior  excites,  gives  value  to  and  undergirds  my  ministry. 
I  am,  as  are  all  Christians,  on  a  spiritual  journey,  with  Christ  being 
the  path  and  Christ  the  prize.  My  life  has  been  a  journey  of  growth 
in  my  baptismal  vows.  My  journey  as  a  Christian  is  towards  God 
and  towards  the  person  I  believe  God  would  have  me  be.  One  way  I 
continue  and  grow  in  my  personal  relationship  with  Jesus  Christ  is 
through  faithfulness  in  private  prayer  ("Lord,  teach  us  to  pray...");  a 
second  way  is  through  regular  corporate  worship  ("Will  you 
continue  in.  ..the  breaking  of  the  bread?");  a  third  way  is  through  a 
ministry  of  servanthood  ("...not  to  be  served,  but  to  serve.").  The 
Eucharist  is  the  center  of  my  spiritual  life  and  ministry,  for  here  I 
experience  and  come  to  know  more  deeply  the  grace,  forgiveness, 
renewal  and  strength  the  risen  Lord  offers  to  each  of  his  people. 
God's  grace,  acceptance,  love  and  forgiveness  are  the  foundations 
on  which  I  seek  and  pray  daily  that  God's  will  might  be  mine. 
Transcending  all  this  is  the  gratitude  for  the  privilege  to  serve  at 
God's  altar  and,  by  God's  grace,  to  have  a  priestly  ministry  among 
God's  people. 

Second,  a  love  of  the  Anglican  tradition  and  the  Episcopal 
Church  excites  and  gives  value  to  my  ministry.  My  heart  and  faith 
have  been  formed  through  The  Book  of  Common  Prayer.  1  love  our 
devotion  to  the  sacramental  life  and  commitment  to  witness  and 
ministry  rooted  in  scripture,  reason  and  tradition.  I  love  being  an 
Episcopalian  in  these  days  because  I  believe  the  Episcopal  Church 

The  Reverend  Rayford  B.  High,  Jr. 

In  response  to  your  request  that  I  list  the  two  or  three  things 
that  most  excite  me  and  give  value  to  my  ministry,  I  share  the 
following  with  you.  At  the  same  time  I  would  hasten  to  explain  that 
there  is  no  significance  to  the  order. 

I  have  been  both  excited  and  enriched  through  the  opportunity 
of  working  with  and  nurturing  young  seminary  graduates  as  they 
have  been  assigned  to  me  and  St.  Paul's.  In  this  process  I  have 
attempted  to  treat  them  as  equals  and  colleagues  while  sharing  my 
own  experiences  my  successes  as  well  as  my  failures.  For,  example, 
during  my  last  fifteen  years  as  rector  of  St.  Paul's,  Waco,  I  have  had 
nine  or  ten  assistants  who,  for  the  most  part,  have  moved  on  to 
effective  leadership  on  their  own.  I  find  it  very  exciting  to  witness 
their  spiritual  growth  and  maturity,  and  it  has  added  value  and 


has  a  message  of  hope  and  strength  for  difficult  and  confusing  times. 
I  believe  that  Anglicanism  is  the  greenhouse  of  catholic  Christianity: 
that  the  issues  the  Anglican  Communion  and  Episcopal  Church  have 
wrestled  with  over  the  last  twenty  years  or  so  are  the  very  issues  that 
the  rest  of  the  Church  as  a  whole  (Protestant,  Roman  Catholic, 
Orthodox)  will  be  facing  as  we  move  into  the  third  millennium.  I 
am  proud  that  through  these  years,  the  Episcopal  Church  has 
grappled  with  the  great  issues  of  our  time:  racism,  sexism, 
inclusivity,  the  place  of  women  in  the  ordained  ministry,  authority, 
and  unity  in  diversity.  I  am  proud  that  the  Episcopal  Church  has 
wrestled  with  these  issues,  if  not  tidily,  at  least  mightily,  painfully, 
publicly,  boldly,  and  with  integrity  in  order  that  Gospel  light  might 
be  shed  on  them.  I  thank  God  for  the  Anglican  tradition  and 
Episcopal  Church:  for  the  beauty  and  dignity  of  its  worship,  the 
breadth  of  its  witness,  the  message  of  hope  it  proclaims  and  the 
willingness  and  ability  to  include  a  diversity  of  belief,  opinion  and 
custom. 

Last,  what  excites  and  gives  value  to  my  ministry  is  also  a  wide 
variety  of  things  which  I  can  share  only  briefly.  I  love  doing  parish 
ministry  —  to  me,  the  local  parish  and  clergy  are  the  "front  line"  of 
the  life  and  work  of  the  church  and  are  deserving  of  all  the  support 
and  encouragement  a  bishop  and  diocese  can  give.  I  have  a 
profound  enthusiasm  for  the  ministry  of  all  baptized  persons  and  the 
role  of  Christian  Education  in  the  development  of  ministry.  An 
educated,  informed  laity  makes  for  a  healthy,  vibrant  Church.  I  am  a 
strong  advocate  of  Christian  education  in  the  parish  for  all  ages,  and 

substance,  I  believe,  to  my  ministry  and  to  the  congregation.  At  the 
same  time,  for  the  last  twelve  years,  I  have  served  on  the  Commis- 
sion for  ministry  for  the  Diocese  of  Texas.  In  this  capacity,  I  have 
been  a  part  of  the  process  to  identify  potential  leaders  for  the 
ordained  ministry. 

On  the  surface,  this  may  seem  a  bit  strange,  but  I  receive  great 
satisfaction  in  ministering  to  the  sick  and  dying  as  together  we  work 
our  way  through  the  trying  times.  Then,  as  death  invades  a  family,  I 
feel  it  a  privilege  not  only  to  comfort  them  through  my  presence,  but 
also  to  give  them  the  church's  message  of  hope  that  Christ  under- 
stands their  feelings  of  loss  and  lonliness  and  will  supply  comfort 
and  strength.  So  often,  I  have  been  privileged  to  sense  that  my 
presence  and  prayers  beside  a  bed  in  the  sick  room  have  inspired 
hope,  even  health. 


support  creative  ways  to  teach  the  faith  in  response  to  diverse  needs 
in  the  church  and  world  today.  A  commitment  to  ministry  with 
children  and  youth  is  a  critical  part  of  the  ministry  of  any  parish  or 
diocese  today:  the  world  is  too  confusing  and  dangerous  for  those 
who  have  no  strong  anchor  of  faith.  Working  directly  with  people 
preparing  for  the  ordained  ministry  is  another  part  of  what  excites 
me  and  gives  value  to  my  ministry  as  well  as  serving  as  Deputy  to 
three  General  Conventions  and  the  broadening  vision  of  the  Church 
this  brings.  A  sense  of  humor  and  not  taking  myself  too  seriously 
have  helped  me  along  the  way.  In  my  twenty-three  years  as  a  parish 
priest,  I  have  served  a  variety  of  parishes  and  dioceses.  These  duties 
and  responsibilities,  both  on  the  parochial  and  diocesan  levels  and 
beyond,  have  called  forth  a  broad  spectrum  of  leadership  and 
administrative  ability.  While  I  have  accepted  extensive  administra- 
tive duties  and  done  them  well,  I  also  count  as  dear  the  opportunity 
to  exercise  leadership  in  collaboration  and  mutuality  with  other 
clergy  and  lay  people  as  together  we  have  sought  creative  and 
nurturing  ways  of  doing  the  work  of  Christ  in  the  present.  In  my 
present  parish,  we  have  worked  hard  over  the  years  to  establish  an 
outreach  ministry  and  serving  presence  in  our  town:  we  have 
opened  a  soup  kitchen,  a  day  care  center  for  children,  housed  an 
affordable  housing  agency,  and  helped  with  housing  and  nursing 
home  care  for  the  elderly  in  our  midst.  Lastly,  my  family,  my  wife 
and  children,  have  given  me  a  firm  foundation  of  love  and  support 
from  which  I  have  drawn  energy  and  strength  for  ministry. 


For  me,  a  most  exciting  aspect  of  my  ministry  finds  expression 
in  the  opportunity  on  the  congregational  level  of  handling  the 
diversity  and  differences  of  opinion  that  inevitably  occur.  Most 
certainly,  any  church  is  made  up  of  sincere  and  dedicated  people 
who  view  the  highs  and  lows  of  the  Christian  journey  from  different 
perspectives.  It  is  sheer  fallacy  to  think  that  everyone  will  interpret 
the  challenges  and  opportunities  from  the  same  vantage  point.  And 
it  is  equally  unrealistic  to  assume  that  lay  and  clergy  will  necessarily 
subscribe  to  my  way  of  doing  and  seeing  things.  For  me,  both 
challenge  and  excitement  accrue  from  working  with  diversity  in  the 
church  setting  as  we  move  together  to  achieve  the  common  goal  of 
sharing  Christ's  message  and  way  of  life. 


The  Rt.  Rev.  F.  Clayton  (Clay)  Matthews 

When  I  was  young  and  living  in  Raleigh,  I  used  to  collect 
empty  soda  bottles  and  take  them  to  a  merchant  for  the  deposit- 
return  money.  At  that  time,  soda  bottles  could  be  redeeme  for  2  or  3 
cents.  I  would  collect  these  bottles  in  order  to  earn  money  to  buy 
things  my  mom  and  dad  either  could  not  or  would  not  buy  me. 
Despite  our  current  recycling  efforts,  I  am  sorry  that  we  do  not  have 
more  items  on  deposit  so  that  they  may  be  returned,  because  it  would 
help  all  of  us  be  better  stewards  of  God's  creation.  I  am  sorry  as 
well  because  it  was  through  this  very  simple  activity  that  1,  as  a 
young  boy,  first  learned  and  understood  the  Biblical  and  theological 
term  "redemption."  Literally,  I  was  picking  up  empty  bottles  which 
at  one  time  had  been  held  by  their  owners  as  something  of  value, 
but — now  that  the  contents  had  been  used  up — were  viewed  as 

The  Rev.  Louis  (Smokey)  Oats 

Maybe  it  was  where  I  grew  up,  or  maybe  it  was  the  people  who 
helped  to  shape  me.  Whatever  it  was,  I  learned  early  the  benefits  for 
people  and  purpose  of  planning  for  work  and  working  a  plan.  To 
gather  with  people  dedicated  to  the  Son  of  God,  passionate  about  the 
advent  of  His  Kingdom  and  the  doing  of  His  will;  to  pray  about  and 
dream  with  them  of  what  might  be,  of  needs  met,  gifts  called  forth, 
and  hopes  restored;  to  brainstorm  and  strategize,  value  options  and 
debate  priorities,  sub-committee  and  report  back;  to  celebrate  the 
serendipitous  and  seize  hold  of  those  moments  when  the  Spirit 
breaks  forth;  to  execute  the  intended  design,  fine  tune  it  in  its 
unfolding,  and  then  evaluate  the  past  in  order  to  learn  for  the  future  - 
all  of  this  brings  excitement  and  gives  value  to  my  ministry.  And,  I 
must  confess,  the  results  have  not  been  too  shabby:  with  a  mere 
handful  of  dollars,  a  community  kitchen  established  to  beat  back  the 

The  Rev.  James  J.  (Bud)  Shand 

Through  the  years  that  I  have  been  ordained,  I  have  had  the 
exciting  opportunity  to  exercise  my  ministry  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ  using  the  gifts  God  has  given  me. 

I  have  always  valued  the  time  that  I  have  been  able  to  spend 
with  children  and  young  people  in  the  life  of  the  parish.  Church 
school  and  youth  groups,  children  and  young  adults  are,  in  my 
opinion,  the  church  of  today  as  well  as  the  church  of  the  future. 
Children  are  always  willing  to  learn  and  I  believe  the  church  has  a 
story  for  them  to  hear  and  learn  from.  Children  participating 
actively  in  a  worshipping  community  bring  vitality  and  life  to 
worship  that  can  be  measured  in  the  level  of  joy  and  wonder  that 


having  no  worth.  So,  I  would  come  along  with  my  red  wagon,  pick 
up  the  empty  vessels,  and  take  them  to  the  merchant,  where  I  would 
redeem  them  for  something  of  value.  Is  this  not  what  God  in  Christ 
has  done  and,  through  the  Holy  Spirit,  continues  to  do  for  us?  God 
reaches  down  and  picks  us  up  when  we  feel  that  we  are  of  little 
value  and  of  no  worth,  and  gives  us  a  value  that  far  exceeds  any  we 
would  ever  think  of  giving  ourselves.  It  is  the  privilege  of  being 
called  to  proclaim  God's  redemptive  and  reconciling  love  that  gives 
value  to  the  ministry  I  offer  in  Christ's  name. 

What  excites  me  about  the  ministry  I  offer  is  that  it  involves  a 
high  degree  of  interaction  with  people.  I  am  an  extrovert:  I  gain 
energy  in  being  with  people.  Ministry  in  God's  name  affords  me 
many  and  varied  opportunities  for  such  interaction.  Someone  once 
said,  "If  lives  are  not  being  changed,  then  the  Gospel  is  not  being 

specter  of  hunger;  after  two  years  of  plotting  and  planning,  a  blitz  to 
retire  a  major  debt  and  unshackle  a  parish's  dreams;  because  of 
many  anxious  meetings,  a  proposal  to  remake  the  diocese's 
approach  to  its  missions,  to  name  a  few.  Whatever  the  end  product 
(hopefully  it  has  lasting  value  and  significance,  to  have  been  part  of 
the  team,  to  have  heard  others'  thoughts  and  floated  my  ideas,  to 
have  been  a  part  of  a  gathering  and  a  process  in  which  God  was 
present  and  pleased  brings  me  immense  satisfaction  and  great  joy. 
These  rewards  make  the  long  hours  in  uncomfortable  chairs,  the 
sometimes  burnt  coffee,  and  the  occasional  frustrations  and 
irritations  of  committee  life  a  necessary  part  of  doing  the  Lord's 
business. 

Other  things  that  excite  and  give  value  to  my  ministry  are  those 
occasions  when  I  am  privileged  to  witness  and  be  a  part  of 
someone's  "getting  it"  -  when  he  or  she  catches  on  to  or  begins  to 

they  demonstrate. 

Working  with  young  people  is  challenging  and  I  have  always 
found  that  they  are  receptive  to  the  knowledge  that  God  does  love 
and  care  for  them.  Spending  time  with  them  helps  mold  the  future 
leaders  of  this  church.  When  it  comes  time  for  them  to  share  their 
faith  with  younger  generations,  more  often  than  not,  they  are  making 
significant  contributions  to  the  life  of  our  congregations. 

I  also  find  that  the  challenge  of  revitalizing  and  stimulating 
people  to  ministry  is  exciting  and  rewarding.  The  building  up  of  a 
community  of  faith  by  uncovering  their  potential  for  doing  ministry 
is  an  adventure.  Over  the  past  twenty  years  I  have  been  involved 
with  two  parishes  that  have  not  only  grown  in  commitment  but  in 


preached."  I  would  add  "or  being  lived."  Ministry  does  not  happen 
in  isolation.  It  is  through  the  living  witness  and  proclamation  of  a 
Gospel  of  redemption  and  reconciliation  that  we  become  the  "salt  of 
the  earth."  It  is  energizing  to  be  called  to  a  ministry  offering  myself, 
such  as  I  am,  as  a  vehicle  of  God's  redeeming  and  reconciling  love 
in  relationship  with  others.  The  most  provocative  aspect  of  this  fact 
is  that  such  ministry  is  one  into  which  we  are  all  called  by  virtue  of 
our  Baptism!  Each  of  us  is  called  to  be  one  who  is  transparent  so  that 
others,  looking  not  at  us  but  through  us,  will  be  able  to  see  the 
motivations  for  our  thoughts,  words,  and  actions.  Our  prayer  is  to 
hope  that,  while  looking  through  us,  others  will  see  Christ  and  will 
have  their  lives  transformed. 


understand  the  importance  for  themselves  of  the  love  of  God  in 
Christ  Jesus.  Most  often  these  insights  occur  in  the  course  of 
Sunday  School  class  discussions,  sermon  reflections,  Bible  and 
small  group  studies,  and  counseling  sessions.  And  the  results  are 
almost  always  the  same:  eyes  twinkle  and  smile  with  recognition 
and  dawning  realization,  voices  become  more  intense  and  emphatic, 
the  energy  level  in  the  room  goes  up,  lives  begin  to  amend.  These 
events  are  like  mini-conversions,  molding  and  shaping  the  lives  of 
those  who  share  in  the  ministry  of  this  place  and  my  own  life  more 
and  more  into  a  grace-filled,  servant  people.  These  are  humbling 
moments  that  I  do  not  consciously  see  every  week.  Rather,  they  act 
more  like  randomly  interrupting  positive  reinforcements  that  help  to 
keep  me  doing  my  best  in  preparing  to  teach  classes  and  preach 
because,  with  the  power  of  God,  another  "light"  just  might  go  on. 


the  realization  that,  yes,  we  can  do  it,  we  can  do  what  we  discern 
God  is  calling  us  to  do  if  we  keep  centered  on  what  we  as  Christians 
are  called  to  be  through  our  baptism. 

Finally,  the  building  of  relationships  is  what  we  are  to  be  about 
in  the  church.  This  comes  from  the  development  of  pastoral 
connections  with  individuals  through  visitation  and  calling.  It 
comes  from  the  building  of  community  with  people  in  eucharistic 
liturgy  and  with  sharing  personal  stories  and  journeys.  When 
relationships  begin  to  emerge  and  people  share  prayer  and  fellow- 
ship in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  I  cannot  help  but  be  excited  about 
the  Holy  Spirit  moving  in  and  through  the  lives  of  human  beings. 
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ballot  even  if  one  person  disagrees.  In  a  parish 
with  two  lay  delegates  who  disagree,  no  majority  is 
possible.  Since  unanimity  is  not  required  of  other 
parishes,  the  rules  allow  an  exception  for  this  size 
parish.  If  both  lay  delegates  like  nominee  "B",  that 
nominee  gets  the  "parish  vote."  If  one  delegate 
prefers  nominee  "A"  and  the  other  prefers  nominee 
"B",  the  "parish  vote"  may  be  split  between  them, 
with  nominee  "A"  receiving  0.2  "parish  vote",  and 
nominee  "B"  receiving  0.2  "parish  vote."  The 
ballot  would  be  marked  with  an  "X"  for  nominee 
"A"  and  an  "X"  for  nominee  "B". 

Parishes  with  four  lay  delegates,  (four-fifths,  or 
0.8  "parish  vote").  This  size  parish  also  presents  a 


unique  situation.  Like  a  parish  of  two  lay  delegates, 
this  parish  might  have  an  equally  divided  delega- 
tion. The  second  exception  to  the  rule  of  majority 
vote  is  provided  for  parishes  of  four  lay  delegates. 
If  three  or  four  of  the  lay  delegates  prefer  nominee 
"A",  the  ballot  is  cast  for  nominee  "A".  If  two  of 
the  delegates  prefer  nominee  "A",  and  two  prefer 
nominee  "B",  the  "parish  vote"  is  divided  equally 
between  the  two  of  them.  Nominee  "A"  gets  an 
"X"  on  the  ballot,  and  receives  0.4  "parish  vote". 
Nominee  "B"  gets  an  "X"  on  the  ballot,  and 
receives  0.4  "parish  vote".  But  there  is  one  other 
possibility  in  this  size  parish.  If  two  delegates 
prefer  nominee  "Al"„  one  prefers  nominee  "B",  and 
one  prefers  nominee  "C",  the  entire  "parish  vote" 
goes  to  nominee  "A". 


The  delegate  list  from  our  annual  convention  in  February 
shows  there  were  sixty  five  (65)  parishes  represented  by  del- 
egates. The  lay  delegates  were  apportioned  among  the  parishes 
as  follows: 
Delegates: 

Number  of  Parishes: 
** 

Parish  Votes: 

TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  PARISHES:  65 


5 

4 

3. 
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1 

10 

6 
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19 

xl.O 

x0.8 

x0.6 

x0.4 

x0.2 

10 

4.8 

10.8 

4.8 

3.8 

TOTAL  "PARISH  VOTES": 
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17.2  "parish  votes" 


Rules  of  Order  for  Special  Convention  for  the  election  of  a  Bishop  Coadjutor 


1.  The  provisions  of  Article  III  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina  as  they  relate  to  Special  Conventions  and 
the  prov  isions  of  Title  I,  Canon  1  of  the  Canons  of  the  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina  as  they  relate  to  registration  of  clergy  and  lay 
delegates  are  applicable. 

2.  The  Bishop  shall  be  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Special 
Convention.  In  the  absence  of  the  Bishop,  the  President  of  the 
Standing  Committee  shall  be  the  presiding  officer.  The  term 
"President"  in  these  rules  refers  to  the  presiding  officer  of  the 
Special  Convention. 

3.  During  the  balloting  an  appropriate  portion  of  the  building 
where  the  Convention  is  being  held  shall  be  reserved  and  designated 
as  the  floor  of  the  Convention.  During  the  balloting,  only  the 
clerical  and  lay  delegates,  individuals  who  under  the  Constitution 
and  Canons  of  the  Diocese  have  the  privilege  of  the  floor  without 
vote,  officers  of  the  Convention,  members  of  the  Nominating 
Committee,  and  members  of  the  Convention  staff  shall  be  permitted 
on  the  floor  of  the  Convention.  All  other  persons  including 
alternates  and  guests,  shall  be  seated  outside  of  and  shall  not  enter 
upon  the  floor  of  the  Convention  during  the  balloting. 

4.  If  immediately  prior  to  the  commencement  of  balloting,  by 
means  of  the  registration  of  clerical  and  lay  delegates  a  quorum  of 
both  orders  appears,  the  President  shall  announce  the  fact  and  shall 
also  announce  the  number  of  delegates  in  each  order  who  are  then 
present.  Whenever  during  the  balloting  it  is  necessary  to  call  the 
roll  of  the  clerical  and  lav  delegates,  the  surname  only  shall  be 
called  except  where  there  may  be  two  or  more  of  the  same  name,  in 
which  case  they  shall  be  designated  by  the  addition  of  their 
Christian  names. 

5.  During  the  period  that  these  Special  Rules  are  in  effect,  the 
officers  of  the  Convention  as  well  as  the  Tellers,  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arms,  and  the  Parliamentarian  shall  continue  to  perform  the  duties 
of  their  respective  offices. 

6.  Only  members  of  the  Convention  or  those  individuals  who, 
under  the  Constitution  and  Canons  of  the  Diocese  have  the  privilege 
of  the  floor  w  ithout  vote,  may  make  or  second  any  nomination  or 
motion,  raise  any  point  of  order,  or  enter  into  any  debate  on  any  of 
the  foregoing.  Only  delegates  to  the  Convention  may  vote.  When 
any  person  is  about  to  speak  or  deliver  any  matter  to  the  Conven- 
tion, he  or  she  shall  rise  and,  with  due  respect,  address  the  Presi- 
dent, giving  his  or  her  name  and  parish,  if  any. 

7.  If  two  or  more  persons  shall  arise  at  the  same  time  to  speak, 
the  President  shall  decide  who  shall  speak. 

8.  No  person  shall  speak  more  than  twice  in  the  same  debate, 
nor  longer  than  five  minutes  at  one  time,  without  leave  of  the 
Convention,  provided  that  in  the  case  of  the  nominations  from  the 
floor,  no  nominator  or  seconder  shall  speak  on  the  nomination  for 
more  than  two  minutes  before  the  nominations  are  closed. 

9.  No  motion  shall  be  debated  until  the  same  be  seconded, 
and,  if  desired  by  any  person,  reduced  to  writing  and  read  by  the 
Secretary. 

10.  When  a  motion  is  made  and  seconded,  no  other  motion 
shall  be  received,  except  to  adjourn,  to  lay  on  the  table,  to  postpone 
to  a  certain  time,  to  postpone  indefinitely,  to  commit  or  to  amend; 
and  motions  for  any  of  these  purposes  shall  have  precedence  in  the 
order  named.  If  a  motion  to  lay  an  amendment  on  the  table  be 
carried,  the  matter  before  the  Convention  shall  proceed  as  if  no 
such  amendment  had  been  offered.  The  motions  to  lay  on  the  table 
and  to  adjourn  shall  be  decided  without  debate.  The  motion  to 
adjourn  shall  always  be  in  order,  if  the  mover  has  the  floor. 

I  I .  When  a  proposed  amendment  is  under  consideration,  a 
motion  to  amend  the  same  may  be  made.  No  other  amendments 
shall  be  in  order,  but  a  substitute  for  both  amendments  may  be 
received,  which,  if  adopted,  shall  operate  as  an  amendment  to  the 
original  proposition.   No  proposition  on  a  subject  different  from  the 
one  under  consideration  shall  be  received  under  color  of  an 
amendment  or  substitute. 

12.  If  a  question  contains  several  distinct  propositions,  the 
same  shall  be  divided  at  the  request  of  any  delegate,  and  a  vote 
taken  separately,  except  that  a  motion  to  strike  out  and  insert  shall 
be  indivisible. 


13.  All  questions  of  order  shall  be  decided  by  the  President 
without  debate,  but  any  person  may  appeal  from  such  a  decision, 
and  on  such  appeal  no  person  shall  speak  more  than  once,  without 
leave  of  the  Convention. 

14.  When  any  person  rises  to  a  point  of  order,  the  person  who 
has  the  floor  shall  take  his  seat  until  the  point  of  order  is  decided  by 
the  President. 

1 5.  A  question,  being  once  determined,  shall  stand  as  the 
judgment  of  the  Convention,  and  shall  not  be  again  drawn  into 
debate  during  the  session,  except  with  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of 
the  Convention,  upon  a  motion  to  reconsider  made  by  a  delegate 
who  voted  with  the  majority  and  seconded  by  a  delegate  who  I  also 
voted  with  the  majority. 

16.  a.  When  the  President  shall  announce  that  it  is  in  order  to 
receive  the  nominations  for  the  election  of  a  Bishop  Coadjutor,  the 
President  shall  first  recognize  the  Chairperson  or  other  member  of 
the  Nominating  Committee  to  present,  by  name  only,  the  nomina- 
tions of  that  Committee  which  have  been  published  and  distributed 
to  the  members  of  the  Convention  as  nominees  of  the  Nominating 
Committee,  whereupon  such  persons  shall  be  deemed  to  have  been 
duly  nominated  and  seconded. 

b.  Thereafter,  the  Secretary  shall  read  the  names  of  those  other 
persons,  if  any.  whose  names  have  been  previously  furnished  by 
any  two  delegates  to  the  Secretary  as  supplemental  nominees, 
together  with  their  photographs  and  biographical  data  for  publica- 
tion and  distribution  to  the  delegates  at  Convention,  whereupon  the 
persons  shall  be  deemed  to  have  been  duly  nominated  and  sec- 
onded. No  more  than  one  nominator  and  one  seconder  shall  speak 
for  anv  one  nominee,  in  each  case  subject  to  the  limitations  of  Rule 
8. 

c.  Thereafter,  the  President  shall  recognize  any  other  delegates 
who  may  wish  to  make  nominations  from  the  floor.  Any  nomina- 
tion must  have  a  second.  No  more  than  one  nominator  and  one 
seconder  shall  speak  for  any  one  nominee,  in  each  case  subject  to 
the  limitations  of  Rule  8.  No  person  shall  be  nominated  in  any 
manner  without  the  person's  consent. 

1  7.  A  motion  to  close  the  nominations  shall  not  be  in  order 
until  all  delegates  who  wish  to  make  nominations  from  the  floor  as 
provided  in  Special  Rule  16c  have  had  an  opportunity  to  do  so. 
Thereafter,  an  affirmative  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  delegates  shall 
close  the  nominations. 

1 8.  The  form  of  the  ballots  to  be  used  and  the  method  of  use 
shall  be  as  stated  to  the  Convention  by  the  President  or  by  a  person 
appointed  for  this  purpose  by  the  President. 

19.  Any  nominee  may  withdraw  his  or  her  name  from 
nomination  at  any  time  by  so  notifying  the  President  from  the  floor 
of  the  Convention,  provided  that  no  withdrawal  shall  be  permitted  if 
it  would  have  the  effect  of  leaving  only  one  nominee  remaining  on 
the  ballot.  If  such  request  is  made  and  disallowed  for  that  reason, 
the  President  shall  recess  the  Convention  for  a  period  of  time  to  be 
determined  in  the  President's  discretion  after  which  the  Convention 
shall  consider  the  question  whether  it  wishes  to  continue  the 
balloting   If  that  question  is  resolved  affirmatively  by  a  separate 
vote  by  order,  the  Convention  shall  proceed  to  the  next  ballot;  if, 
however,  the  question  is  resolved  negatively,  then  the  Convention 
shall  stand  adjourned,  without  an  election,  until  reconvened  at  the 
call  of  the  Standing  Committee. 

20.  Any  nominee  who  fails  to  receive  at  least  sixteen  (16) 
percent  of  the  total  votes  cast  in  both  orders  on  any  ballot  after  the 
sixth  (6th)  shall  be  eliminated  from  the  slate  of  nominees  on  the 
next  ballot,  provided  that  no  such  elimination  shall  occur  if  it  would 
have  the  effect  of  leaving  only  one  nominee  remaining  on  the  ballot. 

2 1 .  The  President  may  at  any  time  at  the  President's  discretion 
interrupt  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention  for  discussion,  prayer, 
meditation,  or  such  other  form  of  Divine  Service  as  the  President 
may  deem  necessary  or  appropriate  to  keep  the  mood  of  the 
convention  oriented  to  the  important  spiritual  task  confronting  it. 
The  President  may  also  declare  a  recess  of  the  Convention  at  any 
time. 

22.  The  election  of  the  Bishop  Coadjutor  shall  be  made  by 
concurrent  vote  of  the  clergy  and  the  laity,  voting  by  Orders  and 


Parishes,  the  two 
orders  voting  by 
ballots  separately. 
The  rules  for 
voting  are 
provided  in 
Articles  VII  and 
XIII  of  the 
Constitution,  and 
Title  III,  Canon  1 
of  the  Canons.  In 
such  voting  by  the 
lay  Order,  the  vote 
of  each  Parish  is  to 
be  determined  by 
majority  of  the  lay 
delegates  of  the 
Parish.  The  ballot 
of  the  Parish  may 

not  be  split  between  two  or  more  nominees  except  when  there  are 
an  even  number  of  lay  delegates  for  a  Parish,  and  they  are  evenly 
divided  between  two  nominees.  In  that  case,  one-half  of  that 
Parish's  vote  may  be  cast  in  favor  of  one  nominee,  and  one-half  in 
favor  of  another  nominee.  If  there  are  four  delegates  for  a  Parish, 
and  two  of  the  lay  delegates  from  the  Parish  vote  for  one  nominee 
and  the  other  two  delegates  vote  for  two  different  nominees,  the 
entire  Parish  vote  is  cast  for  the  nominee  who  receives  the  two 
votes. 

23.  When  all  the  votes  of  both  Orders  shall  have  been 
deposited,  the  tellers  of  the  clerical  order  and  of  the  lay  Order, 
respectively,  shall  proceed  to  count  the  votes.  After  the  votes  have 
been  counted,  the  Chief  Teller  shall  announce  the  result  of  each 
ballot  to  the  Convention  by  reading  out  the  total  number  of  votes 
cast  in  the  clerical  order  and  the  total  number  necessary  for  an 
election  in  that  Order,  and  the  total  number  of  Parish  votes  cast  in 
the  lay  Order  and  the  total  number  necessary  for  an  election  in  that 
Order.  Then  the  Chief  Teller  shall  read  out  the  name  of  each  person 
nominated  and  the  number  of  clerical  and  of  Parish  votes  for  each 
person.  If  among  those  voted  for,  one  shall  be  found  to  have 
received  a  majority  in  each  order  of  the  votes  cast  on  the  same 
ballot,  he  or  she  shall  be  declared  duly  elected. 

24.  After  the  President  shall  have  declared  that  an  election  has 
taken  place,  the  President  shall  notify  the  elected  person,  if  the 
person  is  not  present  in  the  Convention.  The  President  shall  direct 
all  Delegates  to  sign  the  Canonical  Testimonials  to  the  election  of  a 
Bishop  before  leaving  the  floor  of  the  Convention,  and  the  President 
shall  ask  that  a  motion  be  made  from  the  floor  that  the  Standing 
Committee  of  the  Diocese  be  instructed  to  forward  to  the  Standing 
Committees  of  the  several  Dioceses  the  Canonical  Testimonials  and 
certificates  required  by  the  National  Canons  evidencing  the 
election. 

25.  Two-thirds  of  the  members  present  and  voting  shall  be 
required  to  amend  or  suspend  any  of  these  Rules  of  order  to  make 
anv  change  in  the  order  of  business. 

26.  The  several  Sergeants-at-Arms  shall  enforce  good  order 
and  the  observ  ance  of  the  restrictions  upon  seating  provided  by 
these  Special  Rules.  Upon  the  declaration  of  the  President  that  an 
election  has  taken  place,  the  Sergeants-at-Arms  shall  take  special 
care  that  no  delegate  leaves  the  floor  of  the  Convention  w  ithout  first 
having  signed  the  Canonical  Testimonials  to  the  election  of  a 
Bishop. 

27.  Diocesan  Rules  and,  if  necessary,  the  latest  edition  of 
Robert's  Rules  of  Order,  Newly  Revised,  shall  be  the  parliamentary 
guide  in  all  cases  not  provided  for  in  these  rules. 

28.  If  an  election  of  a  Bishop  Coadjutor  shall  be  accom- 
plished, then  after  the  passage  of  such  courtesy  and  other  resolu- 
tions as  the  President  may  deem  appropriate,  the  Convention  shall 
stand  adjourned  without  formal  action  after  the  Canonical  Testimo- 
nials have  been  signed. 
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Gray  skies  and  a  winter  ehiil  didn't  keep  the  diocesan  family 
from  gathering  for  a  celebration  of  thanksgiving  for  the  tenth 
anniversary  of  its  spiritual  center — Trinity  Center.  Huddled  in 
the  Centrum,  families  enjoyed  the  musical  talents  of  the  Badgett 
Sisters,  a  gospel  duo,  as  the  crowd  continued  to  grow.  In  true 
Trinity  Center  fashion,  the  sun  broke  through  the  clouds  and  the 
scent  of  warm  barbeque  floated  in  just  as  the  Eucharist  began. 
With  praise  and  thanksgiving,  the  crowd  gave  thanks  for  the 
ministry  of  Trinity  Center  and  its  staff. 

The  afternoon  was  truly  a  family  affair  with  the  family  of 
East  Carolina  celebrating  God's  wonders. 
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"Covenant"  continued  from  page  7 


Covenant  with  the  Future,  a  capital  funds 
campaign  not  to  exceed  $4.1  million  passed 
with  no  discussion. 

A  resolution  presented  by  the  Deanery 
Council  of  the  Lower  Cape  Fear  addressing 
concerns  over  the  impending  Federal  Budget 
cuts  was  passed.  The  resolution  expressed 
concern  on  the  impact  of  budget  cuts  on 
basic  human  services  and  the  expectation 
that  private  sector  giving  will  increase 
proportionately,  an  increase  of  250% 
according  to  the  Aspen  Institute.  The 
resolution  called  for  a  growth  in  Christian 
stewardship;  all  congregations  to  implement 
thee  tithe;  a  continuing  partnership  between 
government  and  private  sector  to  address 
issues  of  housing,  health  care,  and  educa- 
tion; the  Deans  submit  the  resolution  to 
newspapers  throughout  the  diocese  for 
publication  as  letters  to  the  editor;  and  for  a 
copy  to  be  sent  to  federal  and  state  legisla- 
tors. 

Other  resolutions  which  passed  were: 

•  a  resolution  calling  for  the  appointment  of 
a  blue-ribbon  group  to  study  and  make 
recommendations  to  the  next  Diocesan 
Convention  for  an  ethical  response  to  the 
questions  of  suicide  and  assisted  suicide 
(submitted  by  the  Reverend  Lucy  Talbott, 
St.  Paul's  in  the  Pines,  Fayetteville); 

•  a  resolution  giving  thanks  for  the  lives  and 
service  of  the  men  and  women  in  the  armed 
forces  of  our  country  who  are  serving  as 
guardians  of  the  peace  in  Bosnia  (submitted 
by  Mr.  Roy  Parker,  Jr.,  Holy  Trinity, 
Fayetteville); 

•  a  resolution  thanking  St.  James', 


Wilmington,  for  hosting  an  annual  DOCC 
Conference  and  encouraging  another  parish  in 
the  diocese  to  host  a  DOCC  Conference 
(submitted  by  the  Reverend  Russell  Johnson, 
St.  Paul's, 
Edenton); 

•  a 

resolution 
recom- 
mending 
that  the 
Depart- 
ment of 
Congrega- 
tions and 
Develop- 
ment study 
and 
recom- 
mend a 
creative 
program  to 
assist 
small 

parishes  purchase  rectories,  (submitted  by  the 
Reverend  Russell  Johnson,  St.  Paul's,  Edenton); 

•  a  resolution  calling  for  the  repeal  of  the  North 
Carolina  1995  Concealed  Weapons  Act  (House 
Bill  90)  and  calling  upon  other  religious  forces 
to  join  with  the  Diocese  of  North  Carolina, 
which  originated  the  resolution,  to  present  a 
united  Christian  front  against  gun  violence. 

The  resolution  concerning  the  concealed 
weapons  bill  was  hotly  discussed  on  the 
convention  floor.  Lay  delegates,  clergy,  and 
youth  delegates  rose  to  discuss  both  sides  of  the 
issue.  After  several  minutes  of  discussion  the 


The  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Josh  MacKenzie  smile  as  a  resolution 
honors  them. 


resolution  was  passed  by  a  close  margin. 

A  motion  to  table  a  resolution 
proposing  that  The  Foundation  establish 
loan  rates  for  parishes  that  are  equal  to 

the  rate 
of 

inflation 

as 

measure 
by  the 
yearly 
Con- 
sumer 
Price 
Index 
passed. 
This 
resolu- 
tion 

sparked  a 
fair 

amount 
of 
discus- 
sion. Some  delegates  felt  it  was  unfair 
that  churches  have  to  pay  a  higher 
premium  for  loans  because  they  are 
considered  a  "bad  risk"  from  a  fiscal 
point  of  view.  Others  expressed  the 
recurring  concern  that  we  are  relying  too 
heavily  on  the  Foundation  for  funding. 

A  resolution  to  allow  voting  by 
absentee  ballots  during  annual  parish 
meetings  was  narrowly  defeated.  Also 
defeated  was  a  resolution  for  a  compre- 
hensive review  of  the  entire  history  and 
traditions  of  the  modern  Christina 


Church  and  one  to  create  a  diocesan  farm. 

Alterations  to  the  National  Church 
Constitution  were  read  and  will  be  given 
final  consideration  a  the  1997  General 
Convention.  Article  XII,  as  amended, 
explains  that  to  amend  the  constitution  the 
change  must  first  be  read  at  a  regular 
meeting  of  the  General  Convention  and  then 
sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  convention  of 
every  diocese.  Article  II,  Section  4  was 
amended  so  that  a  Bishop  of  a  diocese 
cannot  elect  more  than  two  Suffragan 
Bishops,  without  right  of  succession. 

Also  read  was  a  revision  to  Canon  7  of 
the  Constitution  and  Canons  of  the  Diocese 
of  East  Carolina.  Canon  7  deals  with  the 
election  of  ihe  members  of  an  Ecclesiastical 
Trial  Court  and  was  modified  to  bring  it  in 
line  with  the  new  Title  IV  Canon  of  the 
National  Constitution  relating  to  matters  of 
ecclesiastical  discipline.  The  1997  diocesan 
convention  will  vote  again  on  the  revision. 

The  Courtesy  Committee  presented  a 
resolution  thanking  the  Diocesan  Conven- 
tion Committee,  the  churches  of  the  Lower 
Cape  Fear  Deanery,  Bishop  Sanders,  the 
Reverend  Canon  Ben  Helmer  and  the  Hilton. 
The  resolution  resolved  "that  the  113th 
Diocesan  Convention  was  one  filled  with 
inspiration,  celebration,  and  success." 

Anyone  interested  in  obtaining  a  copy 
of  specific  resolutions,  canonical  changes  or 
reports  form  the  1996  diocesan  convention, 
may  contact  JoEllen  Davis  at  the  Diocesan 
Office  in  Kinston,  919/522-0885. 


Bringing  the  Campaign  into  Focus 


ArouincJ 
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d 
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Focus  Meetings  helped  "Shape  the  Case' 

Mr.  Carl  Ragsdale  of  St.  Anne's,  Jacksonville, 
served  as  Chair  of  the  Steering  Committee  during  the 
campaign  leadership  and  development  study  phase 
and,  thankfully,  has  declared  his  willingness  to  serve 
as  General  Chair  of  the  campaign.  He  was  instrumen- 
tal in  presenting  the  campaign  plans  before  groups  of 
Episcopalians  at  six  of  the  "focus  meetings"  and  was 
present  at  several  others.  Presenters  who  were 
instrumental  in  sharing  plans  during  the  slide  show 
presentations  were  Mrs.  Harriet  Gruber,  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth Ward,  Mr.  Rick  Willets,  Dr.  Charles  Duckett  and 
Mr.  Bruce  Biggs.  Mike  Morgan,  Executive  Director 
of  Trinity  Center,  was  present  at  over  half  of  the 
meetings  when  he  was  able  to  juggle  his  busy  sched- 
ule. 

At  least  two  focus  | 
meetings  were  held  in 
each  deanery.  With 
attendance  averaging 
25  persons  per  group, 
the  focus  meetings 
provided  a  very 
productive  forum  for 
discussion  of  the 
components  compris- 
ing the  case.  Typi- 
cally, focus  meetings 
included  introductions  Carl  Ragsdale  and  Mike 
from  the  host  rector,    Morgan  present  the  case  for 
then  either  Bishop      completing  Trinity  Center  at  a 
Sanders  or  Bishop      focus  meeting 


Vache  would  discuss  their  vision  of  how  the  campaign 
would  benefit  Episcopalians  and  countless  others 
throughout  East  Carolina.  One  of  the  presenters  would 
then  show  slides  that  graphically  illustrated  the  needs 
and  opportunities  facing  the  Diocese.  The  campaign 
consultant,  John  Compton  of  Ward,  Dreshman  & 
Reinhardt,  was  on  hand  at  each  meeting.  He  discussed 
the  goals  of  the  study  and  how  his  company  planned  to 
conduct  the  campaign  if  the  resolution  calling  for  it 
was  adopted.  A  question  and  answer  period  followed 
and  each  meeting  concluded  with  a  questionnaire  being 
distributed  and  filled  out  by  those  in  attendance. 

The  Leadership  &  Development  Study  was  helpful 
in  pointing  out  areas  where  the  case  could  be  made 
more  specfic.  For  instance,  during  the  study  most 
parishioners  expressed  a  desire  for  more  specific 
information  on  the  missionary  outreach  needs.  Also, 
many  people  said  that  they  would  like  to  designate 
some  of  the  funds  raised  for  congregational  develop- 
ment for  existing  churches  in  need  of  capital  repairs. 
Compton  presented  the  findings  to  the  campaign 
steering  committee  on  Friday,  February  9.  The 
committee  adopted  the  suggestions  for  the  case  and 
submitted  the  resolution  before  the  convention. 

The  following  information  was  received  during 
the  study  and  helped  greatly  to  shape  the  case  for 
the  campaign. 

1 1  Focus  Meetings  Completed 

27  Interviews/Contacts  with  Clergy  &  Lay 

Leaders 


279  Persons  attended  Focus  Meetings  (not  includ- 
ing members  of  the  steering  committee,  presenters, 
members  of  the  executive  council,  interviewees  or 
others  who  may  know  of  the  plans,  but  did  not  attend  a 
meeting). 

Focus  Meeting  Questionnaire  Responses  (not 
including  interview  responses 

What  is  the  most  important  benefit  to  be  realized  as 
a  result  of  the  proposed  campaign  ? 

58%      Completion  of  Trinity  Center 
1 7%      General  or  Overall  Benefits 
9.6%     Fund  raising  &  Stewardship  Benefits 
Missionary  Outreach 
Congregational  Development 
What  would  be  your  main  concern,  if  any,  about  the 
case  for  a  campaign? 

36%      Case  Development 
32.7%    Fund  raising/Meeting  Goal 
Timing  of  Campaign 
No  Concerns 
Other 

Are  there  any  church  or  diocese-related  activities 
that  would  conflict  with  the  proposed  campaign  or 
your  ability  to  participate? 

•  73%      No  Conflict 

•  26%      Some  Conflict 

Is  this  a  campaign  you  would  support  financially? 

•  88.7%    Will  support 

•  8.9%     Not  sure 

2.2%     Will  not  support 


8% 
6.9% 


19.8% 

9.3% 

1.7% 
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Haiti:  Finding  hope  among  the  horrors 


by  Joe  West 

Mention  Haiti  to  most  people  and  they  usually  visualize 
boatloads  of  refugees,  cruel  dictators  and  military  coups.  Visit  this 
Caribbean  island  and  you  see  pervasive  poverty,  roads  full  of 
potholes  and  buildings  tumbling  down. 

But  amid  this  sea  of  hapless  humanity  are  glimmers  of  hope. 
And  much  of  that  hope  for  the  Haitian  people  is  being  provided  by 
church-sponsored  schools,  hospitals  and  conservation  projects. 

Several  members  of  Christ  Church  in  New  Bern  recently  spent 
a  week  in  Haiti  to  gain  a  better  feel  for  what  the  Episcopal  Church 
is  doing  there,  as  Haitians  try  to  rebuild  their 
country  both  politically  and  economically.  The 
group  took  20  large  boxes  of  medical  and  school 
supplies,  which  are  in  great  demand  among  a 
society  suffering  from  poverty  and  high  inflation. 

Those  making  the  joumey  at  the  end  of 
January  were  the  Rev.  Robert  Dannals,  Rector  of 
Christ  Church,  Charlie  and  May  Fyfe,  John  and 
Prudy  Brocklesby,  Beverly  Fawcett,  Barbara 
Marshall,  Barbara  Tarrant  and  Joe  West.  Also 
on  the  trip  was  the  Rev.  Rickie  Dacunha, 
Interim  Rector  of  St.  Christopher's  in  Havelock. 

The  group  spent  five  days  in  Port-au-Prince, 
where  they  became  well  acquainted  with  Holy 
Trinity  School  and  Holy  Trinity  Cathedral,  as 
well  as  St.  Vincent's  School  for  Handicapped 
Children.  Reverends  Dannals  and  Dacunha  also 
took  part  in  the  main  Eucharist  at  the  annual 
convention  of  the  Diocese  of  Haiti,  which  was 
underway  at  the  time.  Attending  a  service 
conducted  in  French,  the  official  language  of 
Haiti,  was  a  unique  experience  for  many  of  the 
visitors. 

It  didn't  take  long  to  get  a  feel  for  some  of 
the  hardships  that  Haitians  have  to  endure  all  the 
time.  Even  at  the  Holy  Trinity  guest  house 
where  the  group  stayed,  water  and  electricity 
were  intermittent.  You  never  knew  when  you  would  have  water  to 
brush  your  teeth,  take  a  shower  or  flush  the  toilet.  And  carrying  a 
flashlight  was  a  must,  because  the  power  usually  went  off  for 
several  hours  each  evening.  In  fact,  during  the  sermon  at  the 
diocesan  convention  the  cathedral  was  plunged  into  total  darkness. 

"It  was  a  very  rewarding  trip,  to  see  the  groups'  interest  and 
concern  for  the  Haitian  people,"  said  Fyfe,  who  works  with  the 
Haiti  Fund  in  New  Bern.  The  fund  is  an  ecumenical  effort  that 
supports  education,  health,  reforestation  and  water  conservation 
projects  there. 

Haiti  is  a  mountainous  island.  But  the  once  lush  hillsides  were 
stripped  bare  years  ago  in  aggressive  efforts  to  harvest  the  once- 
plentiful  mahogany  trees.  While  some  peasants  still  try  to  scratch 
out  an  existence  in  the  rural  mountainous  regions,  the  poor  tend  to 
pack  into  the  capital  city  of  Port-au-Prince.  And  while  there  may  be 
a  gentile  poverty  in  the  mountains,  it  is  a  harsh  reality  in  the  city. 

It  was  on  the  streets  of  Haiti  that  the  group  was  most  struck  by 
the  poverty  because  it  is  on  the  streets  where  life  is  lived.  There  are 
street  merchants,  or  "marchans,"  everywhere.  Anything  you  want, 
from  food  to  car  repairs,  is  available  on  the  sidewalks.  There  was 
even  an  outdoor  typing  pool  set  up  on  one  street  corner. 

The  streets  are  crowded  with  honking  cars,  trucks  and  buses, 
piled  high  with  passengers.  There  are  piles  of  garbage,  abandoned 
autos  and  potholes  galore.  Most  buildings  are  in  disrepair;  and  it  is 
hard  to  tell  if  they  are  being  built  or  torn  down.  While  there  was 
food  for  sale  —  things  like  rice,  beans,  fruit  and  dried  fish  —  few 
people  seemed  to  be  buying. 

"The  face  of  poverty  is  the  same  everywhere  you  go  in  the 
world,"  said  Marshall.  "It's  just  utter  pain." 

Despite  generations  of  poverty  and  governmental  abuse,  the 
Haitians  remain  a  patient  people,  with  most  just  going  about  the 
business  of  getting  by. 

"They  just  wait  for  something  good  to  happen  to  them,  and  it 
never  does,"  said  Fawcett,  who  spent  six  years  working  at  Holy 
Trinity  School. 

Still,  there  are  signs  of  hope:  on  the  dusty  sidewalks,  Haitians 
stop  to  have  their  shoes  shined,  even  though  their  next  step  could  be 
in  a  sewage  ditch.  The  U.S.  troops  have  built  a  new  highway  in  one 
of  the  most  congested  sections  of  the  island. 

And,  of  course,  there  is  Holy  Trinity  School,  which  teaches 
children  from  kindergarten  to  sixth  grade.  In  addition,  the  school 
offers  older  students  instruction  in  trades  such  as  automotive  repair, 
woodworking  and  plumbing.  And  of  special  note  is  the  music 
school  with  its  own  philharmonic  orchestra  to  showcase  student 
talent. 


A  young  girl  is  fitted  with  a 
brace  at  St.  Vincent's  Hospital 
in  an  effort  to  correct  her 
scoliosis,  a  lateral  curvature  of 
the  spine. 


"Amid  all  this  hopelessness  in  Haiti,  you  see  children  learning 
to  play  a  cello  in  concert,"  said  Tarrant. 

Elementary  school  begins  early  with  a  flag  raising  in  the 
courtyard,  singing  of  the  national  anthem  and  prayers.  The 
children,  which  number  1,200,  are  well  behaved,  cheerful  and 
beautiful  in  their  matching  uniforms,  which  their  parents  make. 
Many  are  from  extremely  poor  families.  The  children  shout  out 
their  lessons  in  unison  from  the  open-air  classrooms,  producing  a 
loud,  rhythmic  chant. 

School  officials  are  very  proud  of  their 
large  concert  hall,  the  finest  in  Haiti. 

"The  orchestra  has  gotten  very  spoiled  , 
and  we  are  hesitant  to  play  anywhere  outside 
of  Port-au-Prince,"  said  Julio  Racine,  who  is 
head  of  Holy  Trinity's  philharmonic  and  trade 
school.  He  said  the  music  school  was  started 
to  feed  the  soul  of  the  children. 

Education  is  not  mandatory  in  Haiti;  it  is 
a  privilege.  So  the  educational  mission  of  the 
church  is  vital  to  helping  the  poor  get  an 
education. 

Just  up  the  street  from  Holy  Trinity 
School  is  another  Episcopal  facility,  St. 
Vincent's  School  for  Handicapped  Children. 
Its  mission  is  to  educate  deaf,  blind  and 
crippled  children,  and  currently  enrolls  210 
boys  and  100  girls.  It  also  provides  medical 
care  for  its  students  and  other  children,  many 
of  whom  suffer  from  bone-related  problems. 

"Orthopedics  is  the  biggest  concern  in 
Haiti,  followed  by  eye  problems,"  said  Bobby 
Voiland,  a  jack-of-all  trades  at  the  school.  To 
cope  with  the  demands,  St.  Vincent's  makes  it 
owns  braces  and  false  feet,  in  addition  to 
repairing  wheelchairs  and  crutches.  In  the 
orthopedic  shop,  several  craftsmen  are  busy 
adjusting  and  rebuilding  artificial  limbs. 

"Haitians  have  learned  over  the  decades  to  cannibalize  and 
reuse  things;  nothing  is  wasted  here,"  said  Voiland. 

The  school  also  has  dental  and  eye  clinics,  as  well  as  a  shop 
that  makes  communion  wafers  for  Episcopal  and  Catholic  churches. 

Haiti  is  an  island  of  stark  contrasts.  It  has  beautiful  water  and 
mountains,  and  streets  that  look  like  landfills.  Rich  families  in  new 
Mercedes  and  Land  Rovers  drive  by  peasants  pulling  hand  carts  and 
begging  for  handouts.  It  is  a  land  of  lovable  and  gentile  people,  and 
yet  it  has  a  dark  side  full  of  terror  and  the  evils  of  voodoo.  New- 
comers need  to  be  aware  of  the  dichotomy. 

"Don't  be  overcome  or  wallow  in  compassion  but  be  sensitive 
to  their  plight,  so  you  can  do  something  for  them,"  said  Eleanor 
Snare,  head  of  the  Haitian-American  Institute  in  Port-au-Prince. 

"Haiti  is  like  an  onion,  where  your  impressions  change  as  you 
peel  away  the  various  layers."  she  said.  "But  as  with  an  onion,  you 
had  better  peel  it  in  under  water  so  you  don't  cry." 

The  Episcopal  Church  was  founded  in  Haiti  in  1 863  by  the 
Rev.  James  Holly,  a  black  priest  from  Connecticut.  He  moved 
there  with  about  100  of  his  followers,  many  of  whom  died  or 
eventually  moved  back  home.  But  the  church  took  root  and  began 
to  grow.  And  it  has  continued  to  send  up  shoots  of  hope  across  the 
island. 

One  of  those  spots  is  Holy  Cross  Hospital  in  Leogane,  about 
20  miles  outside  of  Port-au-Prince.  It  is  an  Episcopal  facility  that 
was  started  as  a  clinic  in  1968  by  a  local  priest.  In  1973,  the 
Presbyterian  Church  took  over  the  job  of  financing  and  managing 
the  hospital. 

Tom  Clayton  has  served  as  chief  of  procurement  for  several 
years.  He  and  his  wife,  Noretta,  are  Presbyterian  missionaries  to 
Haiti.  About  a  year  ago,  Dr.  Jack  LaFontant  became  the  first 
Haitian  to  serve  as  director  of  the  facility. 

The  hospital  has  1 5  physicians,  modern  operating  rooms,  an 
eye  clinic,  pharmacy  and  a  very  busy  outpatient  room. 

"Our  hospital  is  responsible  for  all  3,000  people  who  live  in 
the  area,  and  we  see  about  200  people  a  day  in  our  outpatient 
facility  alone,"  said  LaFontant. 

"It's  not  unusual  for  us  to  have  25  patients  dumped  off  in  one 
night,"  added  Clayton,  noting  the  accidents  that  can  happen  with 
packed  vehicles  on  crumbling  roads. 

"Transportation  is  the  biggest  frustration  down  here,"  he  said, 
adding  that  it  took  six  weeks  to  get  a  fan  belt  for  his  truck. 

On  the  final  day  of  the  week-long  trip,  members  of  the  group 
piled  in  Rodney  Babe's  four-wheel-drive  truck  for  a  tour  of  projects 
in  the  mountains  of  the  Cormier  region.  From  the  mountain 


overlooks,  the  work  of  the  Comprehensive  Development  Project 
(CODEP)  was  clearly  evident.  Green  groves  of  small  trees 
brightened  distant  hillsides. 

"These  hills  were  all  barren  sandstone,  until  we  started  planting 
trees  and  grass,"  said  Babe,  who  directs  the  many  efforts  of  CODEP 
that  are  supported  by  the  Haiti  Fund.  He  and  his  wife,  Sharyn,  are 
Presbyterian  missionaries. 

"These  conservation  efforts  show  what  can  be  done,"  he  said. 
"It  gives  the  local  people  a  sense  of  success  and  encourages  others 
to  join  in  the  effort." 

The  trees  are  the  fast-growing  eucalyptus,  which  not  only  help 
prevent  erosion  and  encourage  growth  of  vegetation,  but  also  can  be 
used  for  home  construction  and  firewood.  That  is  important  because 
there  is  very  little  wood  in  Haiti. 

"I  saw  an  old  woman  climbing  a  tree  the  other  day  to  gather 
twigs  so  she  could  have  a  small  fire,"  said  Babe. 

In  addition  to  reforestation,  CODEP  projects  include  sponsor- 
ship of  rural  schools  and  health  clinics,  building  cisterns  for 
community  water  supplies  and  constructing  basins  to  catch  runoff 
during  the  rainy  season. 

The  group  left  Haiti  with  the  feeling  that,  although  the  needs 
are  tremendous,  efforts  like  CODEP  and  the  church  schools  and 
hospitals  are  making  a  difference  in  the  lives  of  many  people. 


The  Rev.  Robert  Dannals,  rector  of  Christ  Church 
in  New  Bern,  poses  with  some  of  the  energetic 
students  that  attend  Holy  Trinity  School  in  Port- 
au-Prince,  Haiti. 


NOT  AS  A  STRANGER 

The  Ministry  of  Hospitality 
in  the  Small  Church 


The  Small  Church 
Leadership  Conference 

May  28-31  1996 

Trinity  Conference  Center 

Salter  Path,  North  Carolina 

Contact  The  Rev.  Jeff  Douglas,  910/270-4221  for 

more  information. 
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Editors  gather  to  share  tools  of  the  trade 


Each  month  on  personal  computers,  dining  room  tables 
and  cluttered  desks,  church  secretaries  and  lay  volunteers 
quietly  labor  behind  the  scenes  to  produce  your  parish 
newsletter.  The  job  is  a  cross  between  pulling  teeth  and 
putting  together  a  puzzle.  Each  month  this  labor  of  love 
keeps  you  better  informed  on  the  happenings  of  your  church. 

On  February  1 ,  these  laborers  were  invited  to  the 
diocesan  office  in  Kinston  for  an  editors'  workshop  and 
appreciation  luncheon.  About  20  people  attended  the 
workshop. 

Heather  and  Bill  McCue,  editors  of  The  Moorings,  the 
newsletter  of  St.  Thomas'  in  Oriental  and  owners  of  The 
Word  Factory,  a  public  relations  business  also  in  Oriental, 
kicked-off  the  workshop  with  tips  on  how  to  use  the  church 
newsletter  as  a  public  relations  tool. 

Bill  suggested  that  the  newsletter  be  viewed  as  a  family 
album — a  tool  to  bring  church  members  closer  together,  to 
educate  them,  and  give  them  food  for  thought.  Bill  recom- 
mended using  a  careful  balance  of  humor  and  fact  in  the 
newsletter. 


"Every  parish  has  its  stupid  little  problem.  They  think 
the  world  will  end  if  it  is  not  solved,"  said  Bill.  "If  it  is  not 
addressed  it  can  destroy  the  parish.  Try  using  humor  to  solve 
the  problem." 

At  St.  Thomas,  the  problem  was  a  small  red  button  on 
the  water  heater.  It  seems  for  the  men's  group  gatherings  the 
water  was  always  too  hot  and  for  the  women  it  was  always 
too  cold.  The  problem  continued  to  escalate  and  was  even 
discussed  at  length  at  a  vestry  meeting.  It  was  soon  discov- 
ered that  a  little  red  button  was  the  culprit.  Each  group  was 
pushing  the  button  and  reversing  the  water  temperature 
before  the  next  group  arrived.  Rather  than  continue  to  point 
fingers,  the  issue  was  address  in  a  humorous  poem  in  The 
Moorings  and  that  was  the  end  of  that. 

Heather  McCue  continued  the  session  with  suggestions 
on  layout  and  design,  as  well  as  types  of  software  available 
to  aid  in  the  process.  Braun  Campbell,  a  member  of  St. 
Anne's  in  Jacksonville  and  a  free-lance  writer,  gave  tips  on 
writing.  She  encouraged  editors  not  to  be  afraid  to  edit  the 
stories  they  receive. 


All  who  attended  agreed  that  it  was  nice  to  know  that 
they  were  not  laboring  alone. 


Editors  Lew  Gregory,  Frank  Newton,  and  Susan 
Nieuwenhuis,  takes  note  during  the  editor's  workshop 


AIDS  Quilt  Visits  East  Carolina 

St.  James  the  Fisherman  in  Shallotte  is  host  to  two  12x12  foot  sections 
of  The  NAMES  Project  AIDS  Memorial  Quilt  for  the  month  of  March. 


The  Quilt,  portraying  the  human  face  of  AIDS,  brings  home  the  names  and  stories  of  people  who  have  died  from  AIDS.  It  shares  the  human  dimension  of  the  disease  —  a  dimension 

that  is  often  hidden  behind  statistics,  fear  and  indifference. 

All  members  of  the  diocese  are  invited  to  make  a  worthwhile  visit —  Come  see  the  Quilt. 

Regularly  scheduled  viewing  times  are: 
Monday  through  Friday  8:30  a.m.  -  10:00  a.m. 
Tuesday  6:00  p.m.  -  8:00  p.m. 
Saturday  9:00  a.m.  -  12:00  p.m. 
Sunday  12:30  p.m.  -  4:00  p.m. 

School  groups,  scouting  troops,  senior  citizens  organizations  and  other  civic  clubs  are  welcome  and  encouraged  to  come.  Special  viewing  times  may  be  arranged  by  calling  the  church  at 

910/754-9313. 

On  Tuesday  evenings  special  presentations  will  be  made  on  the  HIV/AIDS  pandemic. 
The  presentations  will  feature  discussions  on  AIDS  led  by  a  physician's  assistant, 
a  person  living  with  AIDS,  and  a  representative  from  the  State  Health  Department. 
The  presentations  will  last  approximately  45  minutes. 

For  further  information,  contact  the  church  office. 


Refugee  Coordinator 
ready  to  help 


On  November  1,  1995,  Susan  Husson  may  have  begun  a  new 
job  as  Diocesan  Refugee  Coordinator,  but  working  with  the 
Refugee  Resettlement  Committee  was  not  new  to  her.  A  member 
of  Christ  Church  in  New  Bern  and  a  member  of  the  resettlement 
committee,  Husson  has  helped  resettle  five  Bosian  refugee 
families. 

Husson  firmly  believes  that  in  helping  refugee  families  to  a 
new  life,  we  are  carrying  out  Christ's  call  to  feed  the  hungry, 
clothe  the  naked,  and  shelter  the  homeless.  She  encourages  you 
to  discover  how  sponsoring  a  refugee  family  can  bring  a  whole 
new  dimension  to  the  life  of  a  congregation.  Miracles  will 
happen! 

Sponsors  are  needed  for  the  many  desperate  people  who  are 
waiting  hopefully  for  the  opportunity  to  come  to  America  and  to 
begin  living  again.  If  you  are  interested  in  this  life-saving 
ministry,  please  contact  Husson  at  919/683-8425. 


A  Shift  long  overdue 


by  Trish  Joyce 

There  is  a  new  "buzz"  word  for  the 
nineties  called  "paradigm" — a  set  of 
beliefs  by  which  one  adopts  rules  and 
lives  life.  We  all  have  paradigms  such  as 
the  Golden  Rule,  work  ethic,  don't  lie, 
hard  work  pays  off,  etc.  We  have  other 
paradigms  that  may  need  to  "shift"  as  the 
experts  call  it-a  move  from  one  paradigm 
to  another.  That  has  happened  in  the 
ordination  of  women,  civil  rights  legisla- 
tion and  even  in  the  election  of  a  Bishop 
Coadjutor  to  help  lead  this  diocese  into  the 
next  millennium. 

The  paradigm  of  stewardship  may 
also  be  one  that  requires  a  shift  from  the 
old  belief  of  stewardship  meaning  money, 
of  being  talked  about  once  a  year  in  the 
fall,  and  of  equating  stewardship  with 
fund  raising.  As  a  consultant  on  steward- 


ship for  our  diocese,  I  try  very  hard  to  shift 
these  beliefs  to  a  new  paradigm — a  para- 
digm where  we  equate  stewardship  not  with 
money  but  with  commitment;  not  with  once 
a  year  drives  but  with  year-round  educa- 
tion; not  with  fund  raising  but  with  inten- 
tional percentage  giving  working  toward 
the  Biblical  standard  of  ten  percent.  It  is  a 
shift  that  is  long  overdue  in  our  commit- 
ment to  serve  God  and  to  live  in  community 
with  one  another. 

Every  month  in  the  Cross  Current  there 
will  be  an  article  on  stewardship  to  reflect 
this  paradigm  shift  of  year-round  education. 
I  look  forward  to  sharing  with  you  some  of 
my  experiences  and  experiences  around  the 
diocese  with  stewardship.  There  are 
thousands  of  stories  to  tell;  shifts  to 
celebrate;  gains  to  observe.   Please  share 
yours  with  us  as  well.  Until  next 
month.. .Happy  Shifting! 
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Olympian  inspires  youth 


by  Carol  Taylor 


Two-hundred  and  ninety  youth  from  across  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina  gathered  at  St.  John's  in 
Fayetteville  on  January  29-30  for  the  annual 
Diocesan  Youth  Convention.  Madeline  Manning 
Mims,  the  convention  keynote  speaker,  touched  and 
inspired  the  youth  assembled. 

A  gold  and  silver  Olympic  track  medalist  and 
leader  of  the  chaplaincy  program  at  the  1996 
Olympics  in  Atlanta,  Mims  commanded  the 
attention  of  all  present.   Through  powerful  and  up- 
lifting stories  and  music,  Mims  shared  her  life 
experiences,  her  spiritual  journey  and  incredible 
discipline.  What  a  model  she  was  to  the  convention 
attendees. 

Many  thanks  to  the  area  Fayetteville  parishes 
who  offered  hospitality  in  their  homes  to  the  youth 
and  advisors.  In  all,  75  homes  were  opened  to  the 
youth.  It  is  quite  a  feat  to  house  such  a  large  group 
of  youth.  Many  thanks  to  all  who  helped  make  this 
year's  Youth  Convention  such  a  splendid  event. 


Upcoming  Youth  Events 


Happening  #27  wil 

Trinity  Center. 


be  held  March  22-24  at 


The  National  Episcopal  Youth  Event  will  be 
held  this  summer  at  the  University  of  Indiana 
in  Terre  Haute.  Over  1500  youth  and  adults 
will  attend  the  event  from  across  the  country. 
Youth  who  have  completed  grades  9,  10,  11, 
and  12  may  apply  to  attend  this  event  from 
our  diocese.  There  are  a  limited  number  of 
spaces  allotted  to  the  Diocese  of  East  Caro- 
lina. Applications  will  be  sent  to  clergy  and 
advisors  in  early  March.  If  any  young  person 
is  interested,  they  should  obtain  an  application 
from  their  parish  clergy  or  advisor.  For 
questions,  please  call  Carol  Taylor,  919/522- 
0885. 


Recipe  for  renewal 


by  Catherine  Pollard,  ECW  Communications  Chair 

One  of  the  most  exciting  things  that  Episcopal  Church 
Women  can  witness  is  seeing  a  reorganization  of  a  once  active 
ECW  chapter.  In  the  past,  the  women  of  St.  James'  Church  in 
Wilmington  had  an  outstanding  history  of  involvement  in  ECW, 
but  as  was  the  trend  during  the  1970's,  participation  in  ECW 
waned.  Now  it  is  with  great  enthusiasm  and  anticipation  that  the 
women  of  St.  James'  have  undertaken  a  reorganization  and 
renewal  of  the  ECW. 

Over  the  last  several  months  the  women  of  St.  James' 
Church  have  gathered  together  to  hear  three  speakers  who 
presented  talks  on  various  aspects  of  ECW  activities.  The 
speakers  who  visited  St.  James'  Church  were  Mrs.  Harriette 
Wagner,  a  past  ECW  president,  Mrs.  Nancy  Broadwell,  previous 
Chairman  of  the  United  Thank  Offering  Committee,  and  Mrs. 
Frances  vonRosenberg,  present  ECW  Diocesan  President. 

All  of  the  interest  shown  by  the  women  of  St.  James'  Church 
culminated  on  Thursday  when  parishioners  attended  a  very 
festive  event  held  to  mark  the  occasion. 

In  the  words  of  Mrs.  Ann  Parker,  past  ECW  Diocesan  board 
member: 

"The  lovely  old  Graystone  Inn  aglow  in  candlelight.  Piano 
melodies  drifting  from  the  grand  piano.. ..Wine,  cheese,  and 


women;  old  women,  young  women  and  those  in 
between.  This  was  the  setting  of  the  first 
gathering  of  the  ECW  of  St.  James'  Church  in 
many  years." 

Mrs.  Frances  vonRosenberg  wrote  of  the 
affair: 

"Under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Jane  Hight 
McMurry,  president,  and  Mrs.  Ann  Parker,  the 
group  gathered  at  Graystone  Inn  for  wine  and 
cheese.  They  were  met  at  the  door  by  four 
young  men  costumed  as  medieval  guards.  The 
guards,  known  as  Beefeaters  in  London,  were 
essential  a  little  later  as  they  escorted  small 
groups  of  ladies  across  a  busy  street  to  the 
church.  Occupants  of  cars  who  were  stopped 
by  the  costumed  guards  were  astonished,  to  say 
the  least! 

A  delicious  buffet  dinner,  served  in  the 
parish  hall  at  St.  James',  was  catered  by  The 
Grande  Gourmet  Cooking  School  and  was  the 
gift  of  Robin  Hackney,  a  member  of  the 
parish." 

After  the  meal  Mrs.  McMurry  was  intro- 
duced as  the  new  President  of  the  Episcopal 


Church  Women  of  St.  James'  Church.  All  the  women 
there  that  evening  felt  her  enthusiasm,  enjoyed  her 
humor,  and  shared  her  introspection  as  she  related  stories 
of  her  journey  leading  to  becoming  President  of  the 
ECW  at  St.  James.  In  her  talk  Jane  McMurry  said: 

"Bishop  Sanders  once  said  that  if  you  closed  your 
eyes  and  remembered  the  happiest  time  in  your  life  he 
could  tell  you  two  things  about  it.  He  said  that  first,  you 
weren't  thinking  about  yourself  and  second,  you  were 
giving  something  to  someone  else." 

She  concluded  her  inspiring  talk  with  her  "recipe" 
for  the  renewed  St.  James'  ECW: 

"First,  mix  women  together  for  fellowship  and  fun. 
Next,  stir  in  opportunities  for  giving.  Expected  Yield:  A 
group  of  happy  women  filled  with  Thanksgiving. 

St.  James'  Church,  Wilmington,  has  the  recipe  for 
their  renewal.  They  have  found  fellowship  and  fun. 
They  have  found  many  opportunities  for  giving  —  the 
elderly,  orphans,  the  needy,  families  in  crisis.  Each 
ECW  member  had  considered  her  presence  in  ECW  and 
the  life  her  presence  could  give  to  the  St.  James'  ECW. 
Mrs.  Ann  Parker  writes:  "  It  was  obvious  that  the  women 
of  St.  James'  are  ready  to  rekindle  the  spirit  of  years  past 
and  address  the  future  with  vigor." 


The  One  Hundred  and  Eighth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Episcopal  Church  Women  of  the  Diocese 
of  East  Carolina  will  be  held  on  Tuesday,  April  30,  1996  at  St.  James',  Wilmington 


Meeting  Schedule: 

9:30  a.m.      Registration  and 

Coffee 
10:30  a.m.     Speaker  and 

Business  Meeting 
12:00  p.m.    Holy  Eucharist  and 

Installation  of  Officers 
1:15  p.m.  Lunch 


Reservations  are  neces- 
sary for  lunch.  Please 
make  arrangements  with 
vow  ECW  President. 


Speaker:  Mary  MacGregor,  ECW  President  of  the  Diocese  of  Texas  and 
Leader  of  the  Presidents'  Sharing  Time  at  the  recent  Triennial. 


Photo  caption:  Mary  MacGregor,  ECW  guest  speaker,  with 
the  Right  Reverend  Claude  Payne,  Bishop  of  Texas,  and 
Barbara  Bush,  former  First  Lady. 
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Survey  finds  clergy  health  good — but  spouses 
experiencing  substantial  stress 


70 


by  James  Solheim 

(ENS)  A  comprehensive  study  on  the  state  of 
clergy  health  has  revealed  that  most  enjoy  good  health, 
physically  and  spiritually,  but  that  the  wives  of  clergy 
men  are  feeling  substantial  stress. 

Sponsored  by  the  Clergy  Family  Network,  the 
Cornerstone  Project  of  the  Episcopal  Church  Founda- 
tion, and  the  Church  Pension  Group,  questionnaires 
were  sent  to  a  sample  of  clergy  and  spouses  at  the 
beginning  of  1995.  About  1,100  people  from  65 
dioceses  responded — 915  clergy  and  178  lay  spouses. 

An  introduction  to  the  findings  observed  that 
while  "some  clergy  thrived  while  juggling  vocational 
and  family  commitments,"  there  were  others  who 
"lived  out  a  delicate  balance  of  spiritual  and  secular 
concerns."  And  others  "confronted  marital  dissolution 
or  spiritual  exhaustion." 


"Almost  80  percent  of  the  clergy  find  that  their 
expectations  about  their  ministry  career,  and  financial 
situation,  are  about  or  better  than  what  they  had 
expected,"  said  the  report.  About  a  third  reported, 
however,  that  they  had  thought  seriously  in  the  last 
year  of  leaving  church-related  ministry. 

A  similar  percentage  of  clergy  and  spouses  "feel 
more  healthy  than  unhealthy  physically."  The  lay 
wives  of  clergymen,  however,  "have  poorer  overall 
health  than  any  other  group,"  the  survey  discovered. 
"Nearly  a  third  of  the  lay  wives  are  in  fairly  poor 
overall  health,  and  twice  as  likely  as  clergymen  to  be 
feeling  close  to  burn-out  physically,  spiritually  and 
emotionally."  They  were  also  the  most  likely  to  worry 
about  sufficient  resources  for  retirement. 

About  75  percent  of  both  male  and  female  clergy 
felt  positive  about  the  support  they  receive  from  their 
bishops.  Over  90  percent  of  clergy  are  convinced  that 


dioceses  should  support  some  form  of  continuing 
education,  many  of  them  arguing  for  two  weeks  of  paid 
leave  annually  for  study. 

The  salaries  of  women  in  the  clergy  did  not  differ 
significantly  from  their  male  colleagues,  within  the 
same  ordination  period.  Women  were  four  times  as 
likely,  however,  to  be  employed  part-time,  often  by 
choice.  And  the  husbands  of  clergywomen  are  "more 
likely  to  be  working  in  high-paying  professional  and 
corporate  jobs  than  the  wives  of  clergymen,"  the 
analysis  said.  "Married  clergywomen  for  this  reason 
have  the  highest  family  incomes  in  the  sample  and 
significantly  higher  than  most  married  clergymen." 

— based  on  a  summary  by  the  Reverend  Lindsay  Hardin 
Freeman. 


Richter  Trial  opens  with  statements  on  doctrine 


by  Mike  Barwell  and  Sarah  Bartenstein 

(ENS)  WILMINGTON,  Delaware— The  trial  of  retired 
Bishop  Walter  Righter  opened  on  February  26  with  strong 
statements  from  both  sides  on  what  constitutes  doctrine. 
Whether  the  Episcopal  Church  has  a  doctrine  pertaining  to 
the  ordination  of  persons  engaged  in  sexual  relationships 
outside  marriage  is  central  to  the  first  part  of  the  trial. 

The  trial  of  Bishop  Righter  is  the  result  of  a  present- 
ment— or  indictment — brought  by  10  conservative  bishops  of 
the  Episcopal  Church.  At  issue  is  whether  Righter  violated 
his  ordination  vows  as  a  bishop,  and  publicly  held  false 
doctrine  by  knowingly  ordaining  a  non-celibate  homosexual 
man  as  a  deacon  in  1990.  If  convicted  of  the  charges,  the  72- 
year-old  Righter  could  be  deposed  as  a  bishop,  or  suspended 
from  performing  priestly  duties,  or  simply  admonished.  s 

Arguing  that  doctrine  is  clear 

Hugo  Blankingship,  retired  chancellor  of  the  Diocese  of 
Virginia  who  presented  the  case  for  traditional  doctrine 
before  nine  bishops  serving  as  judges,  argued  strongly  that 
doctrine  was  the  core  of  beliefs  of  the  Christian  faith  that 
included  the  church's  centuries-old  understanding  of  mar- 
riage and  sexual  expression. 

As  an  example,  Blankingship  cited  the  1979  resolution 
of  General  Convention  v/hich  upheld  "the  traditional 
teaching  of  the  Church  on  marriage,  marital  fidelity,  and 
sexual  chastity  as  the  standard  of  sexual  morality.  Candidates 
for  ordination  are  expected  to  conform  to  this  standard. 
Therefore,  we  believe  it  is  not  appropriate  for  this  Church  to 
ordain  a  practicing  homosexual,  or  any  person  who  is 
engaged  in  heterosexual  relations  outside  of  marriage." 

Any  action  which  condones  or  approves  of  sexual 
relations  outside  of  marriage  is  wrong,  the  presenters  argue. 

"The  position  of  the  presenters  is  this,"  Blankingship 
said.  "The  church's  position  is  understood  and  clear:  they 
[bishops]  are  able  to  disagree  and  there  can  be  honest 
disagreement,  but  until  that  is  changed  by  the  church — not  by 
individual  dioceses  or  by  individual  bishops — until  it  is 
changed  by  the  church,  it  remains. 

Doctrine  or  discipline? 

Attorney  Michael  Rehill,  chancellor  of  the  Diocese  of 
Newark  who  is  defending  Righter,  said  in  the  opening 
hearing,  that  the  Episcopal  Church  actually  has  very  little 


doctrine — that  is,  those  things  which  a  member  must  believe 
in  order  to  belong  to  the  church. 

Rehill,  who  spoke  for  nearly  three  hours  Tuesday 
afternoon,  argued  that  doctrine  is  limited  to  those  beliefs  to 
which  all  Christians  must  subscribe  as  members  of  the  faith, 
such  as  the  divinity  of  Jesus,  or  the  doctrine  of  the  Holy 
Trinity.  Other  matters  of  faith  are  simply  church  teachings  or 
matters  of  discipline,  subject  to  change  over  time,  Rehill  said. 
But  if  a  bishop  does  not  agree  with  a  particular  teaching,  that 
does  not  constitute  heresy. 

"Doctrine  deals  with  our  relationship  to  God,  discipline 
deals  with  our  relationships  with  each  other,"  Rehill  said. 
"This  case  trivializes  doctrine.  It  says  that  doctrine  is 
whatever  the  General  Convention  or  the  House  of  Bishops 
votes  at  a  given  meeting.  It  can  change  from  meeting  to 
meeting  and  year  to  year. 

Doctrine  comes  out  of  the  church  acting  corporately  in 
the  fulfillment  of  scripture.  Doctrine  is  so  fundamental  that  it 
cannot  be  changed  by  General  Convention,  Rehill  contended. 

Some  members  of  the  court  challenged  the  similarity  of 
the  two  positions,  and  looked  for  a  middle  ground.  Retired 
Bishop  Arthur  Walmsley  of  Connecticut,  asked,  "How  is 
your  position  distinct?  I  am  led  to  a  conclusion  that  both 
sides  are  arguing  that  there  are  two  areas:  that  there  is  a  core 
of  belief  and  issues  of  discipline.  Blankingship  argues  there 
is  a  whole  body  of  doctrine  that  is  incumbent  on  not  just 
bishops  but  others  in  the  church.  In  neither  presentation  is 
there  what  we  might  call  the  middle  ground  of  what  the 
church's  attempt  to  find  its  mind  on  issues  which  clearly 
have  doctrinal  overtones  or  doctrinal  basis,  but  which  are  not 
in  that  core  of  belief  in  the  gospels,  or  which  is  in  the  creeds. 
The  difference  between  you  is,  how  big  are  the  two  catego- 
ries? The  House  of  Bishops  and  General  Convention  for 
years  have  tried  to  speak  to  the  mind  of  the  church.  The 
question  is,  how  binding  are  those  statements?  I  find  that  you 
have  not  addressed  that  middle  ground,"  he  said. 

A  tough  question 

In  the  final  moments  of  the  hearing,  during  rebuttal 
arguments,  Bishop  Cabell  Tennis  of  Delaware  posed  to 
Blankingship  a  hypothetical  question:  if  the  court's  decision 
is  in  accord  with  the  assertions  of  the  presenters,  "would  that 
mean  that  all  homosexual  priests  in  this  church  who  are 
living  in  committed  relationships  ought  to  be  deposed?  And 
that  bishops  that  did  not  act  to  depose  them  themselves 


would  be  guilty  of  violating  the  doctrine  of  the  church?" 

"That's  a  very  hard  question,"  Blankingship  admitted.  "I 
think  ycu  have  to  take  each  one  of  those  situations  and 
consider  what  the  nature  of  the  witness  was  and  make  a 
judgment.  And  that  essentially  is  a  diocesan  problem,  and  not 
a  national  canon.  But  you  have  to  start  somewhere.  Other- 
wise there  would  simply  be  no  end  to  it." 

Bishop  Jones  adjourned  the  court  in  the  late  afternoon, 
thanking  both  the  presenters  and  defense  for  arguing  their 
cases  with  decorum,  saying  that  this  reflected  the  "whole- 
someness  of  this  church." 

The  court  was  scheduled  to  meet  in  chambers  beginning 
Wednesday  morning,  when  it  will  first  determine  whether 
Bishop  Frederick  Borsch  of  Los  Angeles  will  continue  as  a 
member  of  the  court.  The  presenters  have  asked  that  he  be 
removed  because  he  recently  approved  the  ordination  of  a 
homosexual  priest  in  his  diocese,  although  the  ordination  was 
performed  by  Suffragan  Bishop  Chester  Talton.  The  present- 
ers contend  Borsch's  approval  is  a  direct  conflict  of  interest 
in  determining  the  outcome  of  the  case. 

Sally  Johnson,  Chancellor  of  the  Diocese  of  Minnesota 
and  lay  assessor  (advisor)  to  the  court,  said  in  a  press 
conference  following  the  hearings  that  the  court  will  attempt 
to  expedite  its  decision,  but  that  it  would  be  several  weeks 
before  any  decision  would  be  announced. 

—  Mike  Barwell  is  Communications  Director  of  the  Diocese 
of  Southern  Ohio.  Sarah  Bartenstein  is  Communication 
Director  for  the  Diocese  of  Virginia. 
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Activities  and  Programs  at  Trinity  Center 


March 

Stewardship  Conference  15-16 

Lenten  Retreat  15-17 

Executive  Council  Overnight  for  New  Members  17-18 

Executive  Council  Meeting  18 

Commission  on  Ministry  18-19 

Happening  2 1  -24 

April 

Elderhostel  7-12 

Junior  Diocesan  Youth  Event  1 9-2 1 

Cursillo  24-28 

May 

Prison  Superintendents'  Retreat  1-3 

Parish  Secretaries'  Retreat  5-6 

Stewardship  Training  5-6 

QUIET  DAY  8 

St.  Paul's,  Wilmington  Parish  Retreat  10-12 

Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville  Parish  Retreat  24-26 

St.  Paul's  Beaufort/Thompson  Children's  Home  24-26 
Small  Church  Leadership  Conference 

St.  Timothy's,  Greenville,  Parish  Retreat  31-6/2 
June 

Elderhostel  2-7 

St.  Paul's,  Greenville,  Parish  Retreat  7-9 

St.  John's,  Wilmington,  Parish  Retreat  14-16 

Episcopal  Consultative  Commission  Retreat  19-20 

Christ  Church,  Hope  Mills,  Parish  Retreat  2 1  -23 

July 

Quiet  Day  19 

Church  of  the  Advent,  Williamston,  Parish  Retreat  1 9-2 1 
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In  the  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina 


Our  family  is  planning 
a  reunion  this  year. 
We  will  have  people 
there  who  do  not  know 
each  other.  Ages  will 
range  from  infants  to 
eighty-year-olds.  What 
do  you  suggest  we  do 
to  make  this  a  uniting 
and  meaningful  time 
for  all  the  relatives? 


In  our  world  today  families  are  scattered,  but  there  is  a  hunger  to 
know  people  who  are  related  to  you  by  birth.  Your  reunion  can  be  an 
answer  to  a  basic  need  of  belonging,  of  knowing  who  we  are  and  who 
we  come  from. 

What  a  wonderful  opportunity  for  your  family!  This  is  a  time 
when  you  can  really  get  to  know  each  other  and  to  bond  in  an  enduring 
relationship.  This  is  a  time  for  the  family  to  tell  its  story. 

To  facilitate  telling  your  stories,  you  may  consider  the  following 
ideas:  1 )  ask  the  parents  and  grandparents  and  uncles  and  aunts  to  bring 
pictures,  videos,  films,  and  other  memorabilia  that  will  be  visual  treats; 
2)  make  this  an  opportunity  for  young  and  old  to  show  their  talents;  3) 
re-enact  a  special  moment  in  family  history  as  seen  by  the  children;  or 
4)  have  family  members  bring  examples  of  their  hobbies  and  crafts. 
Some  families  have  tee  shirts  printed  up  to  wear  and  celebrate  the 
occasion. 

We  had  a  family  reunion  at  which  we  showed  old  movies  of  the 
various  cousins  by  the  dozens,  etc.,  and  26  people  ages  1  to  75  sat 
around  to  see.  There  were  whoops  of  delight  as  the  present  parent 
generation  were  shown  as  toddlers,  and  great-grandparents  whom  the 
young  ones  had  never  known  were  seen  as  living  people. 

We  all  attended  worship  service  together.  We  all  went  to  a 
restaurant  and  had  a  wonderful,  joyful  experience. 

We  had  only  planned  to  get  the  entire  group  together  once  or  twice 
during  the  week-long  reunion,  but  once  there,  everyone  grouped 
together  all  the  time.  They  didn't  want  to  miss  out  on  anything.  They 
were  hungry  to  know  each  other  and  the  family  "story."  Now  the  talk 
is  that  it  is  time  for  another  reunion. 

A  family  reunion  is  a  wonderful  time  to  tell  your  story  and 
celebrate  your  family.  My  best  advice  is  to  RELAX  AND  ENJOY! 

—  Bettv  Buck,  St.  James  the  Fisherman.  Shallotte 
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A  Quiet  Day  at  Trinity  Center 


Julian  of  Norwich 


May  8,  1996 

The  Feast  Day  Of  Julian  Of  Norwich 

9  a.m.  -  3  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Matthew  E.  Stockard,  Spiritual  Director 


A  day  of  reflection  and  quiet,  with  individual  spiritual  direction,  the  Rite  of  Reconciliation  and  meditation, 
will  be  held  on  May  8,  1996,  at  Trinity  Center  in  the  Chapel  of  Dame  Julian  of  Norwich.  Mthr.  Julian,  the  patron- 
ess of  our  chapel  has  made  an  astounding  impact  on  Christian  thinkers:  T.S.  Eliot,  Thomas  Merton,  Herbert 
O'Driscoll,  Henri  Nouwen,  and  in  our  own  diocese,  Matt  Stockard,  Rector  of  St.  Paul's,  Beaufort,  among  others. 

Quiet  day  will  begin  with  Morning  Prayer  and  Meditation  at  9  a.m.,  after  which  there  will  be  time  for  silent 
walks,  meditative  reading,  and  prayer.  Lunch  will  follow  Noonday  prayers,  with  the  day  concluding  with  the 
Celebration  of  the  Holy  Eucharist  at  2:30. 

Register  by  calling  Trinity  Center:  (919)  247-5600.  Cost  of  the  Quiet  Day,  which  includes  lunch,  is  $10.00. 
A  limited  number  of  rooms  may  be  available  for  those  who  wish  to  come  the  afternoon  before.  Please  check  with 
Jacque  Mason  at  Trinity  Center. 
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Is  she  the  first  woman  priest 
to  baptize  a  grandchild? 


Diocesan  Calendar 


by  Mack  Bell,  Historiographer 


How  many  women  priests  have  baptized  a  grandchild  in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina? 
Is  the  Reverend  Barbara  Chaffee,  Rector  of  St.  Thomas',  Windsor,  the  first  and  only? 
Historians  and  statisticians  need  to  know. 

On  the  Holy  Family  Day,  December  31,  1995,  the  Rector  of  St.  Thomas'  baptized  her 
granddaughter,  Lucy  Petrick.  daughter  of  Emily  and  Dave  Petrick  of  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin 

Lucy's  aunt,  Laura  Norton  of  Boston,  New  Mexico,  served  as  godmother.  The  Reverend 
Tom  Chaffee,  step-grandfather,  who  assisted  in  the  serv  ice  of  baptism,  stood  in  for  Dean  Petrick, 
Dave's  brother. 

A  reception  for  the  newly  baptized  and  her  family  was  held  in  the  parish  house  at  St. 
Thomas'. 

I  repeat:  Was  Lucy  the  first  and  only  child  to  be  baptized  by  her  grandmother  in  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina'.'  Please  respond  to  Mack  Bell,  Historiographer,  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina.  P.O.  Box  1 336,  Kinston,  NC  28503,  if  you  have  information  on  other  such  baptisms. 
I—            —          —  — 

Cross  Current  Readers'  Survey 


When  1  receive  Cross  Current  I 

a.  cover  to  cover 

b.  two  to  three  articles 

c.  five  to  six  articles 

d.  the  Bishop's  letter  only 

e.  the  calendars  of  events 

f.  Family  Matters  column 

g.  other:  


read 


am  most  interested  in  the  articles  on 

a.  local  parishes 

b.  diocesan  issues 

c.  national  church  issues 

d.  deanery  events 

e.  youth  events 

f.  Trinity  Center 

g.  stewardship 

h.  other: 


would  like  to  see  more  articles  on 


I  would  like  to  see  the  following  items  added  to  Cross  Current 

a.  letters  to  the  editor 

b.  a  forum  for  the  discussion  of  issues  (i.e.  pros  and  cons  presented  in  an 
editorial  format.) 

c.  more  book  and  video  reviews 

d.  a  column  on  deanery  happenings 
ft.  more  national  church  news 
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10:00  a.m. 
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Commission  on  Ministry,  Overnight,  Trinity  Center 
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11:00  a.m. 

Steering  Committee,  Diocesan  House 

21 

10:00  a.m. 

Finance  Committee  for  Trinity  Center  Board,  Trinity  Center 

21-24 

Happening  #27,  Trinity  Center 

22 

Coadjutor  Nominees  at  Trinity  Center 

23 

9:30  a.m. -4:00  p.m. 

Nominees  for  Bishop  Coadjutor  in  Greenville 

26 

10:00  a.m. 

Trinity  Center  Board  Meeting,  Trinity  Center 

27 

10:0  a.m. 

Foundation  Committee,  Diocesan  House 

1 1 

18 

19-21 
30 


2:00  p.m. 
10:00  a.m. 
9:30  a.m. 


Companion  Diocesan  Youth  Sub-Committee  Meeting,  New 
Bern 

Creative  Christian  Stewardship  Conference,  Trinity  Center 
Junior  Diocesan  Youth  Event,  Trinity  Center 
ECW  Meeting,  St.  James,  Wilmington 


Visitation  Schedule 

Bishop  Sanders 

March  17 

St.  Andrew's,  Nags  Head 

March  24 

Emmanuel,  Farmville 

March  3 1 

St.  James',  Wilmington 

April  7 

St.  Thomas,  Bath 

April  14 

St.  Andrew's,  Morehead 

City 

April  28 

Trinity,  Chocowinity 

May  5 

St.  Paul's,  Wilmington 

Bishop  Vache 

March  17 

St.  Paul's,  Wilmington 

March  24 

Christ  Church,  Elizabeth 

City 

March  3 1 

St.  Stephen's,  Goldsboro 

April  7 

St.  Mark's,  Wilmington 

April  21 

St.  Paul's,  Edenton 

April  28 

St.  Timothy's,  Greenville 

May  5 

Christ  Church,  New  Bern 

To  have  an  event  listed  on  the  diocesan  calendar,  please  contact  Cynthia  Pollock,  (919)  522-0885. 
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Daniel  named  bishop  coadjutor  for  East  Carolina 


By  Joe  West 


Bishop  Coadjutor  Election  Result 


NOHHMM 

Ballot  #1 

Ballot  »2 

CMfBy 

Omgy 

Lay 

The  Rev.  Clifton  (Dan)  Daniel,  III 

40 

14.6 

48 

19.6 

The  Rev.  Rayford  B.  High,  Jr. 

2 

0.0 

1 

0.6 

The  Rt.  Rev.  F.  Clayton  (Clay)  Matthews 

25 

15.0 

28 

14.2 

The  Rev.  Louis  (Smokev)  Oats 

7 

2.2 

2 

0 

The  Rev.  James  J.  (Bud)  Shand 

7 

2.2 

1 

0 

Total  Votes  Cast 

81 

34.0 

80 

34.4 

Votes  Needed  to  Win 

41 

17.2 

41 

17.4 

Episcopalians  in  East  Carolina  have  chosen  a  native 
son  to  lead  them  into  the  next  century. 

The  Rev.  Clifton  (Dan)  Daniel  III  was  elected  bishop 
coadjutor  of  the  diocese  during  a  special  convention  April 
20  at  Christ  Church  in  New  Bern,  N.C. 

Daniel  is  a  native  of  Goldsboro  and  has  been  rector  of 
St.  Michael's  Church  in  Bristol,  R.I.,  since  1984.  As  bishop 
coadjutor,  he  will  serve  as  the  assistant  to  the  Rt.  Rev.  B. 
Sidney  Sanders,  the  current  diocesan  bishop,  and  will 
become  bishop  of  the  diocese  when  Sanders  eventually 
retires. 

"I  am  deeply  mindful  of  the  great  honor  that  this 
represents,"  said  Daniel,  during  a  phone  interview  from  his 
home  just  minutes  after  Sanders  had  notified  him  of  his 
selection. 

"1  truly  love  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  and  I  pledge 
all  that  I  have  to  show  that  I  am  worthy  of  this  trust,"  he 

added. 
"Give  my 
greetings  to 
everyone  in 
the  diocese 
and  let  them 
know  I  am 
eager  to 
work  with 
them  as  we 
move  into 
the  future." 

The 
new  bishop 
coadjutor 
will  share 
with 

Sanders  in 
the  general 
leadership 
and  pastoral 


For  Full  Coverage  of  Capital  Funds 
Campaign  see  pages  5-8. 


oversight  of  the  diocese.  In  addition,  Daniel  will  have  the 
specific  responsibility  of  working  with  new  seminarians, 
the  commission  on  ministry,  the  department  of  congrega- 
tions and  development,  Christian  formation,  and  clergy 
wellness. 

Daniel  and  his  wife,  Anne,  still  have  many  family  ties 
to  East  Carolina. 

His  mother,  Vann,  is  a  member  of  St.  Francis  Church 
in  Goldsboro  and  as  a  delegate,  she  had  a  front-row  seat  at 
the  convention.  His  wife  has  parents  residing  in  Ahoskie, 
and  sisters  in  Raleigh  and  Charlotte. 

"I  will  be  glad  to  have  him  back  home  in  Carolina, 
where  I  can  spend  more  time  with  my  three  grandchil- 
dren," said  Vann  Daniel,  noting  that  she  was  humbled  by 
having  a  son  elected  bishop. 

Daniel  was  selected  by  a  wide  margin  on  the  second 
ballot  of  an  election  that  included  four  other  candidates. 

Under  diocesan  voting  rules,  the  person  selected  as 
bishop  had  to  receive  a  simple  majority  of  the  votes  from 
both  the  clergy  and  lay  delegates,  who  voted  separately.  In 
the  first  round,  Daniel  was  a  strong  contender  among  both 
groups,  but  did  not  receive  the  necessary  majority.  On  the 
second  ballot,  he  garnered  48  of  the  80  clergy  votes  and  19.6 
of  the  possible  34.4  lay  votes,  giving  him  a  clear  win  over 
his  nearest  challenger,  the  Rt.  Rev.  F.  Clayton  (Clay) 
Matthews,  suffragan  bishop  of  the  Diocese  of  Virginia. 

Matthews,  also  a  Carolina  native  who  was  born  in 
Raleigh,  placed  first  among  lay  delegates  on  the  first  ballot 
and  second  among  the  clergy.  He  placed  second  among  both 
orders  on  the  second  ballot. 

Other  candidates  were  the  Rev.  Rayford  B.  High  Jr.  of 
Waco,  Texas;  the  Rev.  Louis  (Smokey)  Oats  of  Morristown, 
Tenn.;  and  the  Rev.  James  J.  (Bud)  Shand  of  Stevensville, 
Md. 

Daniel  was  born  in  Goldsboro  in  1 947  and  married 

Anne  William  Miller  in  1978.   

They  have  three  children: 
Margaret,  Elizabeth  and 
Charlotte. 

He  attended  the  University 
of  North  Carolina,  Chapel  Hill, 
and  Virginia  Theological 
Seminary.  A  priest  since  1973, 
Daniel  served  as  assistant  rector 
of  St.  Mary's  Church,  Kinston, 
N.C,  from  1972-75;  rector  of 
St.  Thomas'  Church,  Ahoskie, 
N.C,  1975-80;  and  associate 
rector  of  St.  Paul's  Church, 
Dayton,  Ohio,  1980-84. 

At  his  present  parish  in 
Rhode  Island,  Daniel  has  paid 
special  attention  to  outreach. 
His  church  has  opened  a  soup 


Vann  Daniel,  mother  of 
newly  elected  bishop 
coadjutor,  signs 
testimonial  of  election. 


The  Rev.  Dan  Daniel  meeting  convention  delegates  in 
Greenville,  March  24,  1996,  prior  to  his  election  as  bishop 
coadjutor. 

kitchen,  a  day  care  center  for  children,  housed  an  affordable 
housing  agency,  and  helped  with  housing  and  nursing  home 
care  for  the  elderly. 

Daniel  has  been  a  deputy  to  three  national  church 
conventions  and  serves  on  the  board  of  Virginia  Seminary. 
His  hobbies  include  railroading,  gardening,  saltwater  fishing, 
collecting  and  the  Civil  War. 

Before  the  voting  began,  the  Rt.  Rev.  C.  Charles  Vache, 
the  current  assistant  to  the  bishop,  reminded  delegates  of  the 
tremendous  responsibility  that  lay  before  them. 

"The  person  you  elect  will  play  an  important  role  in  the 
life  of  everyone  in  the  diocese  —  and  not  just  the  clergy  but 
the  laity  also,"  said  Vache. 

He  said  that  being  a  bishop  was  a  lot  like  working  as  a 
"traveling  salesman  for  God,"  because  you  were  always  on 
the  road  to  visit  the  various  parishes.  Vache  also  asked  the 
delegates  to  deal  gently  with  their  new  bishop. 

"Expect  whomever  you  elect  to  be  himself  and  don't  try 
to  make  him  over  into  someone  else  or  someone  you  want 
him  to  be,"  said  Vache. 

The  election  of  the  bishop  coadjutor  is  the  culmination 
of  a  nine-month  search  process.  A  special  nominating 
committee  began  meeting  last  August  to  gather  names  of 
possible  nominees  from  around  the  country. 

The  search  included  a  review  of  the  nominees'  national 
church  records,  an  evaluation  of  biographical  and  educational 
data,  and  an  assessment  of  their  personal  ministries.  In 
addition,  committee  teams  talked  with  the  nominees' 
references  and  their  current  and  past  bishops,  interviewed 
them  in  telephone  conference  calls,  and  visited  their  parishes 
and  worshipped  with  them. 

From  an  initial  96  nominees,  the  committee  was  able  to 
narrow  the  list  to  five  for  consideration  by  the  election 
convention. 


My  Dear  Sisters  and  Brothers  in 
Christ: 

Shortly  we  will  be  in  the  midst  of  another  capital  funds  drive, 
Covenant  With  The  Future.  The  purpose  is  to  make  Trinity  Center 
more  accessible  and  safer  for  our  children  and  more  flexible  and 
accessible  for  adults;  to  give  the  Diocese  capital  funds  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  new  congregations  and  the  strengthening  of  existing  ones; 
and  to  provide  much  needed  space  for  our  outreach  ministries. 

I  want  to  briefly  share  three  thoughts  with  you. 

The  first  is  a  quote  from  my  convention  address.  "I  would  like 
for  this  Diocese  to  stop  talking  about  what  we  are  able  to  do.  God  has 
entrusted  us  with  the  gifts  to  be  able  to  do  anything  that  we  undertake. 
So  let's  stop  talking  about  what  we  are  able  to  do.  The  question  is  not 
what  we  are  able  to  do,  but  what  we  are  willing  to  do.'*  Thank  God 
ninety-nine  percent  of  the  parishes  in  this  diocese,  are  not  only  able  to 
do  this  job,  they  are  willing,  despite,  in  many  cases,  all  kinds  of  good 
reasons  not  to.  Thanks  be  to  God. 

The  second  thing  I  want  to  share  is  a  quote  from  St.  Paul's, 
Beaufort's  newsletter: 


"Let  us  live  in  such  a  way 

Our  love  will  survive 
And  continue  to  grow.' 


That  when  we  die 


For  me  this  capital  funds  drive  is 
one  way  that  I  can  assure  that  this  will 
happen.  This  is  one  way  my  love  can 
continue  to  grow  at  Trinity  Center,  in 
flourishing  new  congregations,  and  in 
the  lives  of  my  less  fortunate  sisters 
and  brothers. 

A  final  quote  from  me,  "The 
crudest  thing  we  as  the  church  do  to 
people  is  to  ask  them  to  minister  in 
our  name,  and  then  not  give  them  the 
tools  with  which  to  do  ministry." 
This  capital  funds  drive  is  all  about 
giving  the  people  who  minister  in  our 
name  tools  through  which  to  do 
ministry.  Particularly  in  the  areas  of 
exploding  population  growth  in  our 
Diocese.  Particularly  in  the  areas  of 
our  outreach  ministry  where  so  many 
minister  for  us  in  the  name  of  Christ 
under  intolerable  conditions. 


It  is  also  about  giving  your 
bishop  and  your  new  bishop  coadjutor  the  tools  with  which  to  do  the  job  that  you  and  God 
have  called  them  to  do.  So  all  aboard  brothers  and  sisters.  There  is  not  an  individual  or  a 
parish  that  is  not  able  to  do  this  job  at  this  time.  Are  you  willing? 


Faithfully, 

/J! 

B.  Sidney  Saf 
Bishop,  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 


Looking  hack  on  an 
extensive  journey  —  the 
work  of  the  Nominating 
Committee 

by  Larry  and  Betsy  Overton 

On  June  15,  1995,  sixteen  people  appointed  by  the  Standing  Committee  to  serve  as 
the  Nominating  Committee  for  the  election  of  a  bishop  coadjutor  met  in  Kinston,  North 
Carolina,  at  the  diocesan  office.  Thus  began  an  extensive  journey  of  education,  investi- 
gation, prayer,  and  discernment. 

The  Nominating  Committee  was  chaired  by  Dr.  Robert  Van  Veld  of  Greenville  and 
co-chaired  by  the  Reverend  Bob  Banse  of  St.  John's,  Wilmington.  The  Committee  was 
comprised  of  seven  women  and  nine  men.  Four  priests,  one  deacon,  and  eleven  lay- 
persons represented  the  five  deaneries.  Nancy  Broadwell  of  Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville,  a 
member  of  Standing  Committee  served  ex  officio  as  liaison  between  the  Standing 
Committee  and  the  Nominating  Committee.  Joe  West  of  New  Bern  served  as  publicist 
for  the  Committee.  The  Reverend  Philip  G.  Porcher,  formerly  the  diocesan  assistant  to 
Bishop  Charles  G.  Vache,  acted  as  Committee  consultant.  Ginny  Shew  kept  meticulous 
notes  as  recording  secretary.  Larry  S.  Overton  received  and  dispatched  all  written 
materials  as  corresponding  secretary,  with  the  assistance  of  his  office  staff  and  wife, 
Betsy,  all  of  whom  were  sworn  to  total  secrecy  and  confidentiality  in  all  matters. 

Having  little  experience  in  a  search  of  this  magnitude,  the  Committee  spent  many 
hours  discussing  schedule,  meeting  sites,  preliminary  works  such  as  preparation  of  a 
diocesan  profile,  establishment  of  appropriate  criteria,  and  budget  considerations.  A 
detailed  diocesan  profile  disseminated  to  potiential  candidates  was  published  at  the 
direction  of  a  sub-committee  headed  by  the  Reverend  Ron  Abrams,  Rector  of  Holy 
Trinity,  Fayetteville,  in  the  fall  of  1995. 

After  receiving  nearly  100  names  in  nomination,  the  Committee  contacted  every 
person  to  determine  if  he  or  she  was  interested  in  being  considered  as  a  candidate.  Nearly 
half  of  those  names  indicated  they  did  want  to  be  considered,  and  submitted  biographical 
information,  references,  and  answers  to  four  questions  dealing  with  the  life  of  the  church. 

Between  mid-August  and  Thanksgiving,  1995,  the  Committee  met  nearly  every 
weekend,  and  sometimes  during  the  week,  working  on  various  aspects  of  the  search 
process.  Many  of  those  meetings  were  overnight  trips  requiring  members  to  be  away 
from  home  and  work  for  extended  periods  of  time.  Committee  members  even  took  the 
Myers-Briggs  type  indicator  test  to  determine  compatibility  for  work  and  travel  in  small 
teams  as  they  moved  along  in  the  process. 

At  the  initial  meeting,  and  in  intense  discussions  early  on,  the  Committee  agreed  to 
try  to  work  by  consensus,  to  do  what  members  viewed  as  best  for  the  entire  Diocese. 
Each  meeting  opened  with  a  devotional  prepared  by  a  Committee  member,  followed  by 
much  discussion  of  the  importance  of  keeping  hearts  and  minds  open  to  the  guidance  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  All  votes  of  the  Committee  dealing  with  nominees  or  procedure  had  to 
be  by  a  majority  of  those  present.  We  did  not  always  agree  on  all  issues,  but  we  did  work 
together  with  integrity  and  a  sense  of  responsibility  to  one  another  and  our  process,  once 
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a  decision  was  made.  It  is  hard  to  imagine  another  group  of 
people  who  could  have  worked  any  harder  or  with  greater 
conscience  in  trying  to  keep  the  best  interests  of  this  Diocese 
in  mind  at  all  times. 

Foremost  throughout  the  work  of  the  Committee  was  the 
desire  to  care  for  all  of  our  nominees  and  to  treat  them  with 
dignity  and  respect,  being  ever  conscious  of  the  significant 
investment  of  time,  emotion,  and  spiritual  discernment  that 
each  nominee  had  in  this  venture.  We  never  viewed  any  of 
our  nominees  as  unfit  for  the  position.  Rather,  through  our 
own  careful  studies,  we  determined  that  some  candidates 
continued  to  rise  above  others  as  we  worked  our  way  through 
the  process. 

Along  the  way,  we  held  a  number  of  meetings  for 
various  stages  of  review,  during  which  certain  nominees 
were  released,  and  others  remained  for  further  consideration. 
In  early  January  ,  1996,  we  arrived  at  a  point  of  having  less 
than  a  dozen  names  for  more  intense  scrutiny.  We  then 
divided  into  teams  and  traveled  to  many  far-flung  places 
where  we  experienced  wonderful,  exciting  times  with  our 
candidates,  as  well  as  some  perilous  adventures  with  the 
weather.  Airline  flights  were  delayed  or  cancelled,  and 
Committee  members  were  snowbound,  stranded,  and  even 
delayed  from  returning  home  on  schedule  several  times. 
However,  the  purposes  of  each  trip  were  fully  accomplished, 
and  team  members  returned  to  the  Diocese  sharing  wonderful 
experiences  with  the  rest  of  the  Committee  for  purposes  of 


evaluating  the  nominees. 

In  our  last  step  of  discernment,  we  invited  our  remaining 
candidates  to  Raleigh  for  individual  interviews  with  the 
entire  Committee.  At  that  point,  each  candidate  had  been 
visited  by  a  Committee  team,  and  had  undergone  an  earlier 
telephone  interview  with  a  different  team  and  had  consented 
to  telephone  interviews  by  Committee  members  with  their 
diocesan  bishops,  other  clergy,  and  personal  references. 
After  very  careful  and  deliberate  discussion  and  prayer,  we 
determined  that  the  persons  who  should  be  submitted  as 
nominees  for  bishop  coadjutor  were  the  Reverend  Clifton 
Daniel,  the  Reverend  Rayford  High,  the  Right  Reverend  Clay 
Matthews,  the  Reverend  Louis  Oates,  and  the  Reverend 
James  Shand. 

In  an  effort  to  expose  the  nominees  to  the  Diocese  and  to 
give  election  delegates  an  opportunity  to  know  these  men 
better,  they  and  their  spouses  were  invited  into  the  Diocese 
on  Thursday,  March  21,  1996.  On  Friday,  March  22,  1996, 
the  five  nominees  and  their  wives  travelled  from  Greenville 
to  Kinston  where  they  saw  the  diocesan  office  and  met  the 
staff.  They  then  went  to  Trinity  Center  where  they  ate  lunch 
with  Bishop  Sanders  and  toured  the  facilities.  On  Friday 
evening,  they  returned  to  Greenville  for  dinner  with  the 
Standing  Committee,  Nominating  Committee,  and  spouses, 
along  with  Bishop  Sanders,  the  Reverend  Frank  Russ,  and 
Ms.  Jane  Wynne. 

On  Saturday,  March  23,  1996,  the  nominees  rotated 
among  four  groups  of  delegates  convened  at  St.  Paul's  and 
St.  Timothy's  for  questions  and  answer  sessions.  All  clergy 
and  lay  delegates  who  were  registered  for  the  April  20 
election  were  invited  to  participate  in  the  sessions  in  Green- 


ville. The  weekends  were  carefully  planned  by  a  sub- 
committee which  included  JoAnn  Bell,  Mike  McCulley,  Bob 
Van  Veld,  and  Nancy  Broadwell.  Members  of  the  Nominat- 
ing Committee  and  Standing  Committee  served  as  modera- 
tors in  the  four  groups.  By  dividing  the  delegates  into  four 
sections,  all  in  attendance  were  able  to  engage  in  active 
discussion  and  dialogue  with  the  five  nominees  during  each 
individual  session.  Many  in  attendance  expressed  sincere 
appreciation  for  the  opportunity  to  have  even  that  limited 
amount  of  time  with  the  nominees,  and  to  be  able  to  place  the 
faces  of  the  nominees  and  their  wives  with  the  names  and 
information  they  had  been  given  on  paper  earlier.  More  than 
one  hundred  of  those  delegates  filled  out  evaluation  forms 
stating  they  were  pleased  with  the  quality  and  spirituality  of 
the  nominees,  and  were  well  satisfied  with  the  opportunity 
afforded  to  know  each  of  them  a  bit  better  prior  to  the 
election.  Judging  from  comments  made  that  day,  as  well  as 
from  written  evaluations,  we  believe  the  event  was  a  major 
success. 

All  members  of  the  Nominating  Committee  worked 
diligently  to  maintain  impartiality  throughout  the  entire 
process.  The  Committee's  goal  was  simply  to  provide,  from 
those  persons  who  wished  to  be  considered,  the  very  best 
slate  of  nominees  possible.  We  believe  each  of  the  men 
nominated  offers  various  strengths  and  specialties,  and  is 
truly  a  man  of  God  who  is  capable  of  leading  the  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina  for  many  years.  It  has  been  our  fervent  hope 
and  prayer  from  the  beginning  that  the  very  best  person 
available  be  elected  as  bishop  coadjutor  and  that  the  mission 
and  ministry  of  the  people  of  this  Diocese  be  affirmed  and 
strengthened  by  this  process. 


Airing  the  message  in  the  Upper  Cape  Fear 


by  Gert  Eyman 

He's  a  singer,  an  actor,  a  salesman,  a  husband,  a 
father,  and  an  Army  veteran  among  his  other  character- 
istics. He's  also  an  Episcopalian.  And  like  most 
Episcopalians,  he  has  a  lot  of  bright  ideas.  One  of  his 
most  recent  brainstorms  was  contracting  with  the 
Episcopal  Cathedral  Teleconferencing  Network 
(ECTN)  to  obtain  videotapes  for  airing  on  the  commu- 
nity access  channel  at  Fayette vi lie's  Time  Warner  Cable 
Company  where  he  happens  to  work. 

His  name  is  George  Roraback  and  he  represents  his 
church,  St.  Paul's  in  the  Pines,  Fayetteville,  in  the 
Deanery  of  the  Upper  Cape  Fear.  Last  October  at  his 
first  meeting,  one  of  the  things 
discussed  was  a  brainstorm  deanery 
project  that  included  cable  TV 
exposure.  "I  could  do  that,"  George 
thought.  "I  had  done  it  two  years  ago 
when  I  put  the  Bishop's  stewardship 
tape  on  cable  TV. 

"Having  been  an  employee  of  the 
cable  company,"  he  continued,  "I  knew 
they  had  signed  a  franchise  agreement 
where  they  offered  a  community 
access  channel.  So  I  took  it  on  as  a 
project."  Later  in  the  meeting,  the 
Reverend  Frank  Russ  passed  around  an 
ECTN  newsletter  that  included  a  story 
about  television  programs  the  Network 
produces  or  obtains  from  others.  The 
Network  then  feeds  the  programs  live 
or  on  tape  to  downlink  sites.  One  of 
those  downlinks  is  at  the  Diocesan 
House  in  Kinston.  "What  they  do  in 
Kinston,"  George  said,  "is  tape  the  programs  as  they  are 
fed  and  send  them  to  Peggy  Luna  at  the  Episcopal 
Resource  Center  in  Goldsboro.  But  before  calling  the 
Resource  Center,"  he  explained,  "I  contacted  Steve 
McCoy  at  ECTN  to  see  about  the  possibility  of  a 
downlink  to  the  cable  company  in  Fayetteville.  Al- 
though that  possibility  didn't  work  out,  the  cable 
company  did  offer  a  half-hour  slot  once  a  week  to  air 
the  tapes.  So,  then  I  decided  to  see  what  was  available 


George  Roraback 
displays  tapes  which 
aired  on  Fayetteville's 
cable  station's  local 
access  channel. 


from  the  Resource  Center  in  Goldsboro." 

In  looking  at  the  catalog  of  offerings,  he  saw  a 
program  he  thought  would  be  a  good  one  to  start 
the  series.  It  was  "The  Church's  Crisis:  Children  in 
Need."  The  program  focused  on  the  many 
problems  facing  youth  today  and  suggested 
solutions  that  can  be  implemented  at  the  parish 
level.  Produced  by  the  National  Cathedral  in 
Washington,  it  was  originally  a  two-hour  program 
the  Cathedral  had  cut  to  one  hour.  Since  the  cable 
company  was  offering  a  half-hour  slot,  cable 
personnel  volunteered  to  divide  the  tape  into  two 
parts  for  airing  over  two  weeks.  After  securing 
permission  and  signing  a  contract  with  the 
Network  to  air  that  program  and 
subsequent  programs,  George's  project 
got  off  the  ground  on  Thursday,  March 
2 1 .  George  does  a  voiceover  to  intro- 
duce the  series  each  Thursday  at  6:30 
p.m.  while  the  screen  shows  a  slide  of 
the  Deanery  logo.  The  names  of  all  the 
churches  in  the  Upper  Cape  Fear 
Deanery  are  included  in  the  logo. 

The  second  program  in  the  series 
aired  on  Maundy  Thursday  and  featured 
a  behind-the-scenes  look  at  the  Cathe- 
dral Choir  of  Men  and  Boys  as  the 
choristers  prepared  for  Holy  Week 
services.  The  program  included  music 
of  Easter  Day.  The  third  program 
focused  on  "The  Church  in  a  Violent 
Society"  and  included  such  panelists  as 
Justice  Sandra  Day  O'Connor,  George 
Stephanopoulos,  the  Reverend  Robert 
Drinan,  and  Isaac  Fulwood,  Jr.,  former  Chief  of 
Police,  Washington,  D.C. 

"I've  got  several  more  programs,  "George 
said,  "but  I've  got  to  order  more  to  keep  the  series 
going,"  George  said  earnestly! 

If  other  churches  are  interested  in  obtaining 
programs,  they  should  contact  the  Resource  Center 
or  the  Network  office  for  programming  tapes.  "All 
the  deaneries  have  details,"  he  said. 


Holy  Trinity  hits  the  "Net 


by  Dave  Davis 

This  year  Holy  Trinity  in  Fayetteville  received  a  request  from 
members  of  the  military  community  who  wanted  to  receive  the  parish 
Lenten  devotional  in  Bosnia  and  Haiti.  Through  the  power  of  the  Internet, 
we  were  able  to  pass  our  Lenten  Devotional  to  fellow  Episcopalians  in 
Europe  (including  Bosnia,  Poland  and  Hungary),  Korea,  Haiti,  and 
Panama;  as  well  as  to  the  many  recipients  in  the  United  States  who  have 
received  them  to  the  past. 

Sharing  devotionals  electronically  is  a  great  reflection  of  how 
Christians  can  use  God's  gift  of  the  information  highway  to  help  spread 
the  Good  News.  Using  the  Internet,  Holy  Trinity  is  living  into  its  mission: 
"Come  in  to  worship,  and  go  out  to  serve." 


Church  Directory 

Places  of  worship  in  the  Fayetteville  area 
Episcopal 

•  Christ:  5925  Rockfish  Rd.,  Hope  Mills;  9:30  a.m.  Sunday  School,  8  a.m.  and  1 1  a.m. 
Holy  Eucharist. 

•  Good  Shepherd:  15  Hamlet  St.,  9:45  a.m.  worship.  1 1  a.m.  church  school,  Thursday,  7 
p.m.,  Bible  study. 

•  Holy  Trinity  Episcopal:  1601  Raeford  Road;  Holy  Eucharist,  Rite  I!,  8  a.m.,  9  a.m. 
and  11:15  a.m.;  Christian  education  10  a.m.  Wednesday,  12:15  p.m..  Holy  Eucharist, 
Rite  II. 

•  St.  Joseph's:  corner  of  Moore  and  Ramsey  streets;  1 1  a.m.  Holy  Eucharist.  Wednesday, 
6  p.m.  prayer,  7  p.m.  Holy  Eucharist,  Thursday,  6  p.m.  Bible  study. 

•  St.  Paul's-in-the-Pines:  1 705  St.  Augustine  Ave.;  9  a.m.  and  11:15  a.m.  Holy 
Eucharist;  10  a.m.  Christian  education. 


SI.  John's  Episcopal  Church  in  Fayetteville. 

Observer-Times  stalT photo 

St  John's:  302  Green  St.;  8  a.m.  Holy  Eucharist,  Rite  I,  9: 1 5  a.m.  Holy  Eucharist  Rite  II; 
10  a.m.  Christian  education;  1 1  a.m.  Family  worship. 

St.  Paul's-in-the-Pines:  1 705  St.  Augustine  Ave.;  9  a.m.  and  11:15  a.m.  Holy  Eucharist; 
10  a.m.  Christian  education.  Wednesday,  5:30  p.m..  Holy  Eucharist  and  healing. 

Local  material,  copyright  €'  1995.  Fayetlevillc  Ohscrver-Times 


This  information  from  the  Upper  Cape  Fear  Deanery,  appears  on  the 
Wide  World  Web. 
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Statewide  Hispanic  ministry  group  to  launch  May  22 


DURHAM — Representatives  from  all  three  Episcopal 
dioceses  in  the  state  of  North  Carolina  will  gather  on 
Wednesday,  May  22,  at  St.  Andrew's  Hispanic  Center  in 
Durham  to  mark  the  official  beginning  of  their  new  coopera- 
tive organization,  Episcopal  Hispanic  and  Farmworker 
Ministries  of  North  Carolina. 

Diocesan  staff,  volunteers,  and  workers  from  various 
commissions,  departments,  and  organizations  in  the  three 
dioceses  involved  with  Hispanic  and  farmworker  ministry 
will  gather  in  the  afternoon  to  work  out  organizational  plans. 


At  6:00  p.m.  there  will  be  a  Spanish  or  bilingual  celebra- 
tion of  the  Holy  Eucharist  followed  by  a  fiesta  to  celebrate 
this  new  beginning.  All  interested  persons  are  invited  to 
attend. 

Episcopal  Hispanic  and  Farmworker  Ministries  of  North 
Carolina  was  formed  back  in  November  when  representatives 
from  the  three  dioceses  met  for  two  days  for  a  "Farmworker 
Summit"  at  the  Summit,  camp  and  conference  center  of  the 
Diocese  of  North  Carolina. 

Deacon  Bobbie  Armstrong  diocesan  Christian  Social 


ministries  Coordinator  in  Raleigh,  said  there  that  the  new 
group  will  look  for  common  approaches  to  problems,  ways  to 
share  resources  and  planning,  and  sources  of  funding. 

Contact  persons  for  the  Episcopal  Hispanic  and 
Farmworker  Ministries  for  each  diocese  are:  East  Carolina, 
Mrs.  Barbara  Houston,  919/524-4521 ;  North  Carolina, 
Deacon  Bobbie  Armstrong,  919/787-6313;  Western  North 
Carolina,  the  Rev.  Tim  Hoyt,  704/749-1289. 


Bishops  leave  Kanuga  meeting  energized 

by  James  Solheim 


(ENS)  For  the  fifth  time,  the  bishops  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  met  in  a  closed  session  in  an  attempt  to  build  a  sense 
of  community — and  this  time  they  emerged  with  renewed 
energy  on  two  crucial  issues,  full  communion  with  the 
Lutherans  and  a  deeper  commitment  to  fight  the  sin  of 
racism. 

It  was  a  lot  of  hard  work  over  the  years  to  get  to  this 
point — but  we  are  now  seeing  the  fruit  of  those  labors,"  said 
Bishop  Charles  Keyser,  Suffragan  for  the  Armed  Forces, 
referring  to  a  contentious  meeting  at  the  General  Convention 
in  1991  that  led  to  the  Kanuga  meetings. 

"We  are  different  because  of  the  Presiding  Bishop's 
determination  that  we  shape  a  community,"  said  Bishop  Jane 
Dixon  of  Washington  during  interviews  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  weeklong  meeting  at  the  Kanuga  Conference  Center  in 
North  Carolina. 

In  his  opening  remarks,  Presiding  Bishop  Edmond 
Browning  set  the  tone  when  he  spoke  of  community  as  God's 
gift  and  said  that  it  "requires  enormous  self-discipline  and  a 
radical  obedience  to  how  God  has  acted  in  our  lives.  It 
requires  a  conversion  and  a  breaking  open  of  our  hearts." 

In  a  letter  issued  March  13,  the  bishops  said,  "The  call  to 
enter  into  full  communion  with  another  church  is  a  call  to 
conversion  and  an  opening  of  the  heart"  because  the  Concor- 
dat of  Agreement  with  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
America  (ELCA)  "offers  both  of  our  churches  an  opportunity 
for  conversion  to  a  deeper  living  of  the  Gospel  and  greater 
transparency  in  fulfilling  Christ's  continuing  ministry  of 
reconciliation  and  making  all  things  new." 

After  what  Bishop  Craig  Anderson  of  the  General 
Theological  Seminary  in  New  York  called  "two  days  of  solid 
theological  reflection,"  many  bishops  expressed  excitement 
over  the  possibilities  for  mission.  "The  clarity  was  excep- 
tional," Anderson  added,  "and  we  have  the  opportunity  to 
send  a  message  to  the  Lutherans." 

Many  bishops  said  that  the  presentation  by  Prof.  Walter 
Bouman  of  Trinity  Lutheran  Seminary  in  Columbus,  Ohio, 
had  a  tremendous  impact  on  the  bishops  and  "we  responded 
with  unanimous  support  for  him  and  for  the  Concordat," 
according  to  Anderson.  At  the  end  of  his  presentation, 
Bouman  received  a  standing  ovation. 

A  historic  possibility 

Browning  seemed  to  speak  for  many  bishops  when  he 
said  that  "there  was  more  energy  in  those  two  days  than  at 
any  time  I  can  remember  at  a  House  of  Bishops'  meeting."  A 
panel  dealt  "honestly  and  candidly"  with  some  of  the  difficult 
issues  posed  by  the  Concordat,  he  said,  but  "overwhelming 
consensus"  developed  quickly. 

The  bishops  saw  the  "historic  possibility"  in  the  propos- 
als for  full  communion,  and  "a  sense  that  this  is  the  leading 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  consistent  with  everything  we  have 
dreamed  about  and  talked  about  in  our  search  for  unity,"  said 
Bishop  Richard  Shimpfky  of  El  Camino  Real.  He  said  that 
the  whole  meeting  was  "astonishing,"  and  that  it  "contained 
elements  of  a  Pentecost." 

Full  communion  would  open  a  wide  range  of  coopera- 
tion in  ministry  between  the  two  churches,  including  inter- 


changeability  of  clergy  and  joint  consecrations  of  bishops. 
Both  churches  will  vote  on  the  proposals  at  meetings  in  the 
summer  of  1997. 

Keyser  said,  "Many  of  us  had  the  feeling  that  we  had 
been  in  the  presence  of  the  holy  ...  it  was  a  moment  of  grace." 

Some  bishops  warned  about  the  wider  implications  of 
the  decision.  "If  it  is  turned  down,  it  could  be  an  ecumenical 
disaster,"  said  Bishop  Alden  Hathaway  of  Pittsburgh.  "If  we 
don't  take  this  step  into  the  future,  we  would  lose  something 
that  would  be  difficult  to  regain." 

A  different  focus 

When  asked  why  this  particular  meeting  seemed  so 
positive,  several  bishops  said  one  of  the  reasons  is  a  change 
of  focus,  what  Bishop  Christopher  Epting  of  Iowa  called  an 
"outward-focus."  The  128 
bishops  who  participated  were 
able  to  develop  "energy  and 
passion  around  issues  that  we 
live  with  all  the  time,  rather 
than  dwelling  on  issues  that 
divide  us."  This  Kanuga 
meeting  made  it  clear  that 
"community  grows  out  of 
mission,"  Shimpfky  added,  and 
that  many  of  the  recent 
controversies  have  "distracted 
us  from  our  mission." 

"The  House  of  Bishops' 
meeting  in  Portland  last  fall 
was  a  clear  sign  that  we  are 

ready  to  move  on,"  Epting  said.  Bishop  Chester  Talton  of 
Los  Angeles  contended  that  much  of  the  energy  at  Kanuga 
was  the  direct  result  of  the  "breakthrough"  in  Portland. 

Not  everyone  would  agree  that  the  Portland  meeting  was 
that  kind  of  breakthrough.  Six  bishops  wrote  to  Browning  to 
say  that  they  would  not  attend  the  Kanuga  meeting  to  protest 
the  action  of  the  bishops  in  Portland  to  endorse  enforcement 
of  the  canon  on  the  ordination  of  women  in  all  dioceses. 
"Some  of  our  brothers  have  chosen  not  to  come,"  Browning 
said  in  his  opening  remarks.  "Some  who  have  made  that 
decision  have  done  so  because  they  are  hurting  and  do  not 
feel  they  have  a  place  here,"  he  said.  "They  do  have  a  place 
here,"  he  contended,  adding  that  it  was  "healthy"  to  acknowl- 
edge "a  breach  in  our  community  and  pray  about  it." 

The  bishops  opened  the  Kanuga  meeting  with  a  discus- 
sion of  why  some  colleagues  had  chosen  not  to  come, 
expressing  a  variety  of  feelings.  Keyser  said  that  the  bishops 
"felt  diminished  by  their  absence"  but  added  Dixon,  "We 
made  a  choice  that  community  was  shaped  by  who  came  to 
Kanuga." 

"The  conveners  of  the  table  groups  dealt  with  those  who 
were  not  present  and  concluded  that  we  had  to  claim  the 
community  that  was  present,"  said  Bishop  Jack  McKelvey  of 
Newark. 

Shimpfky  discussed  that  it  would  be  "a  big  mistake," 
and  a  "sick  conclusion,"  to  suggest  that  the  success  of  this 
Kanuga  meeting  had  anything  to  do  with  a  boycott  by 


conservative  bishops.  "Those  who  weren't  here  will  get  the 
message"  that  the  bishops  have  moved  beyond  treating  each 
other  "like  enemies." 

Bishop  Alden  Hathaway  of  Pittsburgh  agreed  that  "this 
house  moved  light  years  in  this  single  week"  but  admitted 
that  he  is  worried  about  bringing  on  board  those  who  weren't 
present." 

The  bishops  committed  themselves  to  personal  contacts 
with  those  who  weren't  present  to  interpret  what  happened. 

Racism  discussion  moves  to  deeper  level 

As  part  of  its  six-year  commitment  to  work  together  in  a 
fight  against  the  sin  of  racism,  the  bishops  were  led  in  a  day- 
long workshop  by  the  Reverend  Ed  Rodman  of  Massachu- 
setts and  Dr.  Peggy  Mcintosh  of  Wellsley  College. 

"The  Color  of  Fear,"  a  video 
exploration  of  racism  in  the  lives  of 
a  racially  diverse  group  of  men  in 
California,  was  used  as  the  basis  of 
reflections  in  the  small  groups. 

While  acknowledging  that  the 
emphasis  on  racism  had  sometimes 
been  a  struggle,  Bishop  Sam  Hulsey 
of  Northwest  Texas  said  that  "this 
was  the  very  best  effort  of  all — a 
very  special  time."  Anderson  said 
that  the  video  and  the  presentation 
by  the  two  leaders  took  the  discus- 
sions to  "a  new  depth." 

"We  must  follow  up  on  the 
insights,  especially  regarding  the 
insidious  nature  of  white  privilege,"  said  Bishop  Robert 
Ihloff  of  Maryland.  Bishop  Charlie  McNutt  added  that  the 
timing  seemed  right  for  both  the  Concordat  and  the  discus- 
sion on  racism. 

Keyser  said  that  the  "deeper  sense  of  community," 
developed  since  the  confrontation  in  1991,  "allowed  us  to 
enter  into  both  issues."  Whitaker  agreed,  adding  that  the 
bishops  "found  a  liberation  in  being  able  to  address  these 
issues,  with  an  enormous  amount  of  energy  and  good 
resources." 

Many  of  the  bishops  interviewed  said  that  "universities" 
that  pulled  together  groups  of  bishops  around  some  very 
practical  topics  added  a  great  deal  to  the  overall  success  of 
the  meeting. 

"It  was  exciting  to  bear  what  is  happening — and  what  is 
possible,"  said  Bishop  Russell  Jacobus  of  Fond  du  Lac. 
"They  helped  us  see  that  there  are  so  many  wonderful  things 
happening  around  the  church — and  they  helped  raise  the 
energy  level,"  added  Epting.  "We  all  went  home  with  lots  of 
names  and  resources  which  we  can  use  in  the  future,"  said 
McKelvey. 

The  topics  of  the  universities  were  congregational 
development,  youth,  models  for  ministry,  vision,  and  public 
witness. 

— James  Solheim  is  director  of  news  and  information  for  the 
Episcopal  Church. 
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Deanery  Rallies  Introduce  Covenant  Campaign 
Goals,  'Challenge  Before  Us? 


by  Braun  Campbell 

During  the  last  week  of  March,  Deanery 
Rallies  held  at  St.  Mary's,  Kinston,  St.  Paul's, 
Edenton,  St.  Peter's,  Washington,  St.  John's, 
Fayetteville,  and  St.  Paul's,  Wilmington,  set  the 
stage  for  the  Covenant  With  the  Future  Cam- 
paign.  The  rallies  provided  a  welcoming 
atmosphere,  says  Carl  Ragsdale,  campaign 
chair.  The  meetings  offered  an  avenue  of  spirit, 
fellowship  and  commitment  to  begin  a  success- 
ful campaign. 

According  to  Ragsdale,  attendance  at  all 
five  rallies  was  good  and  included  hymns,  a 
gospel  reading,  presentations  from  a  deanery 
representative,  Bishop  Sanders  (except  for  the 
last  two,  Upper  and  Lower  Cape  Fear  in 
Fayetteville  and  Wilmington,  due  to  an  illness) 
and  himself.  The  presentations  included 
personal  reflections  about  the  need  and  impor- 
tance of  the  campaign,  how  it  serves  as  both  a 
privilege  and  opportunity  for  diocesan  members 
and  how  tithing  and  sacrificial  giving  fit  into 
campaign  pledging.  One  of  the  highlights  of 
each  rally  was  the  presentation  of  suggested 
church  goals.   These  goals  were  made  using  a 
formula  that  takes  a  percentage  of  yearly  plate 
and  pledge  offerings.  Representatives  of  each 
parish  were  asked  to  come  forward  and  receive 
a  packet  that  included  the  church's  recom- 
mended commitment  to  the  campaign.  Accord- 
ing to  Ragsdale,  close  to  95  percent  of  the  goals 
were  delivered  to  churches  at  the  rallies.  By 
mid-April,  individual  congregations  are 
expected  to  return  their  acceptances  of  these 
goals  to  the  diocesan  office. 


/  ffhnL 


Come,  A/mighty  God  -  and  renew  your  eternal  covenant  of  love  within 
us,  so  that  inspired  by  this  campaign,  the  future  of  our  diocese  might 
be  one  bathed  in  faith,  in  hope,  and  in  charity. 

Come,  Lord  Jesus  -  and  lead  us  down  new  pathways  of  stewardship 
and  ministry  and  mission,  so  that  all  of  East  Carolina  might  be 
claimed  as  part  of  your  domain. 


What's  in  the  Name? 

At  the  February  1995  Diocesan  Conven- 
tion, The  Rt.  Rev.  B.  Sidney  Sanders  invited 
East  Carolina  Episcopalians  to  consider  a 
capital  funds  drive  to  meet  certain  pressing 
needs  to  give  embodiment  toward  a  vision  incomplete. 
Following  a  comprehensive  leadership  and  development 
study,  the  invitation  was  accepted  at  the  1 13th  Annual 
Convention.  Here,  a  resolution  with  a  goal  of  $4.1  million 
was  passed  without  discussion. 

This  unique  —  and  symbolic  —  invitation  is  patterned 
directly  from  the  prayers  we  make  during  the  sacrament  of 
Holy  Baptism,  the  covenant  we  make  with  God  as  Christians: 

•  In  Baptism,  the  congregation  promises  to  support  these 
persons  in  their  life  in  Christ. 

•The  Baptismal  Covenant  also  affirms  our  commitment  to 
strive  for  justice  and  peace  and  to  respect  the  dignity  of  every 
human  being. 

•  Finally,  we  pray  that  God  will  keep  baptismal  candidates  in 
the  faith  and  communion  of  your  holy  Church. 

Likewise,  in  both  thankfulness  for  the  blessings  of  the 
past  and  faithful  hope  for  the  positive  future  of  the  Church  in 
the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  we  make  a  Covenant  With  the 
Future  through  a  capital  funds  drive  that  will  ensure  a  bright 
future  of  growth,  prosperity,  Christian  stewardship  and 
discipleship. 


Come,  Holy  Spirit  -  and  empower  us  for  the  work  that  you  have  given 
us  to  do,  so  that  the  gospel  might  be  proclaimed,  the  divine  kingdom 
spread,  and  all  the  children  of  God  enveloped  in  everlasting  arms  of 
mercy  -  through  Christ  our  Savior.  AMEN 


Campaign  Elements 

The  total  $4.1  million  goal  will  be  divided 
among  three  elements:  completion  of  Trinity 
Center,  Missionary  Outreach  and  Congregational 
Development.  If  the  total  dollar  figure  is  not  met, 
the  first  $1.8  million  will  go  toward  finishing 
Trinity  Center,  with  the  rest  divided  proportion- 
ately between  Missionary  Outreach  and  Congrega- 
tional Development  (see  chart  on  following  page). 
However,  if  the  goal  is  exceeded,  outreach  and 
development  will  receive  equal  proportions  of  the 
overage.  The  three  components  of  the  campaign 
are  patterned  after  elements  of  the  Baptismal 
Covenant. 

For  example,  in  the  past  10  years,  Trinity 
Center  has  quickly  grown  to  be  the  spiritual  center 
of  the  Diocese  for  both  adults  and  youth.  Now  is 
the  perfect  time  to  complete  the  original  construc- 
tion plans  for  Trinity.  These  plans  include:  new 
staff  housing,  a  southern  and  northern  cluster,  a 
conference  meeting  center,  a  family  and  youth 


center  and  recreation  facilities.  As  the 
Diocese's  spiritual  centerpiece,  Trinity  Center 
allows  us,  as  we  promise  in  the  prayers  of 
baptism,  to  keep  them  in  the  faith  and 
communion  of  God's  holy  Church. 

Through  Missionary  Outreach,  we  strive 
for  justice  and  peace,  and  respect  the  dignity 
of  every  human  being.  Bishop  Sanders  has 
renewed  his  call  for  us  to  follow  Jesus' 
command  for  us  to  serve  the  poor,  sick  and 
strangers  of  this  world,  and  the  Department  of 
Missionary  Development  met  Feb.  29  to 
identify  pressing  needs  through  which  the 
Diocese  can  fulfill  its  Covenant  With  the 
Future. 

These  needs  are  helping  to  build  a  new 
food  storage  facility  for  the  1.5  million 
pounds  of  food  made  available  to  shelters  and 
soup  kitchens  in  the  15  counties  around 
Elizabeth  City  through  Albermarle  Manna; 
helping  our  Companion  Diocese  of  Puerto 
Rico  purchase  two  houses  that  will  be 
converted  into  churches;  a  capital  improve- 
ment project  for  the  Episcopal  Farmworkers 
Ministry  to  build  a  permanent  meeting  place 
which  will  also  be  used  as  a  church  and 
meeting  space  by  farmworkers  in  the  Newton 
Grove  area;  building  a  larger  facility  for 
Good  Shepard  House  to  help  meet  growing 
demand  for  meals  as  well  as  provide  shelter, 
storage,  counselling  and  day  jobs  for  clients; 
rebuilding  the  parish  facilities  at  San  Mateo; 
and  a  provision  for  capital  money  for  new 
outreach  programs  not  yet  identified. 

Dramatic  population  growth  throughout 
East  Carolina,  particularly  in  coastal  areas, 
has  given  us  the  opportunity  to  support  these 
persons  in  their  new  life  in  Christ.  We  have 
already  responded  to  our  covenant  by  helping 
two  churches,  St.  Francis-by-the-Sea,  Bogue 
Banks,  and  All  Saint's,  Nags  Head,  become  viable  congrega- 
tions. Now,  the  Department  of  Congregations  and  Develop- 
ment continues  this  commitment  by  identifying  promising 
areas  for  new  congregations:  Wilmington's  Carolina  Beach 
area  and  Moyock,  strategically  located  between  Norfolk/ 
Chesapeake  and  Nags  Head/Duck.  Development  plans  call 
for  local  congregations  to  provide  financial  support  for  land 
purchases  and  building  development  when  possible,  but  the 
support  from  diocesan  funds  provides  more  timely,  healthy 
and  cooperative  efforts.  Furthermore,  a  portion  of  these 
funds  will  be  set  aside  as  grants  to  help  existing  churches  in 
need. 

After  a  person  is  baptized,  the  congregation  joins 
together  through  liturgy  to  welcome  the  new  Christian  with 
these  words:  We  receive  you  into  the  household  of  God. 
Confess  the  faith  of  Christ  crucified,  proclaim  his  resurrec- 
tion and  share  with  us  in  his  eternal  priesthood  (BOC,  308). 
As  members  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  we  now  are 
called  together  through  action  to  keep  this  covenant  with  all 
people  to  be  baptized  in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  our 
Covenant  With  the  Future. 
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Planning  Our  Gifts  over  Three  Years 

Below  is  a  chart  that  breaks  out  just  how  painless  a  gift  toward  our  future  can  be.  Giving  the  Years 


Per  Week 
for  150  Weeks 

Per  N/lonth 
for  36  Months 

Per  Quarter 
for  12  Quarters 

Per  Year 
for  3  Years 

For  a  "Total 
Gift  of 

$334.00 

$1,389 

$4,167 

$16,667 

$50,000 

$267.00 

$1,111 

$3,333 

$13,333 

$40,000 

$200.00 

$833 

$2,500 

$10,000 

$30,000 

$167.00 

$694 

$2,083 

$8,333 

$25,000 

$134.00 

$556 

$1,667 

$6,667 

$20,000 

$100.00 

$417 

$1,250 

$5,000 

$15,000 

$67.00 

$278 

$833 

$3,333 

$10,000 

$60.00 

$250 

$750 

$3,000 

$9,000 

$50.00 

$208 

$625 

$2,500 

$7,500 

$40.00 

$167 

$500 

$2,000 

$6,000 

$34.00 

$139 

$417 

$1,667 

$5,000 

$30.00 

$125 

$375 

$1,500 

$4^00 

$24.00 

$100 

$300 

$1,200 

$3,600 

$20.00 

$83 

$250 

$1,000 

$3,000 

$16.50 

$69 

$208 

$833 

$2,500 

$13.50 

$56 

$167 

$667 

$2,000 

$10.00 

$42 

$125 

$500 

$1,500 

$6.75 

$28 

$83 

$333 

$1,000 

$6.00 

$25 

$75 

$300 

$900 

$5.00 

$21 

$63 

$250 

$750 

$4.00 

$17 

$50 

$200 

$600 

$3.50 

$14 

$42 

$167 

$500 

$3.00 

$13 

$38 

$150 

$450 

$2.40 

$10 

$30 

$120 

$360 

(Last  payment  will  be  adjusted  to  balance  pledged  amount) 


Powerful  bonds  form  through  Stewardship 


by  Trish  Joyce 

The  1 996  Stewardship  Conference  was  held 
at  Trinity  Center  on  March  15-16.  Sixteen 
parishes  were  represented  by  twenty-seven 
participants.  Bishop  Sanders;  Nancy  Broadwell, 
Stewardship  Commission  chairperson;  and  Jane 
Wynne,  Assistant  for  Finance  and  Administration 
also  attended.  Reverend  Chris  Gray  and  six 
diocesan  stewardship  consultants  led  a  lively, 
energetic,  and  enthusiastic  group  in  learning  more 
about  stewardship. 

"The  Event,"  a  stewardship  study  based  on 
scripture  and  highlighted  by  Tom  Holt's  personal 
stewardship  story,  was  the  core  of  Friday 
evening's  presentation.  "The  Event"  proved  to  be 
an  inspiring  way  to  begin  the  conference.  Practi- 
cal information  regarding  the  stewardship 
campaign  was  presented  during  Saturday's 
session.  The  epistemology  of  stewardship  which 
examines  how  we  come  to  know  what  we  know 
and  the  Star  System  of  stewardship  assisted 
participants  to  obtain  an  overall  view  of  the 
intricacies  and  complexities  of  working  with 


diverse  populations. 

Participants  had  numerous  opportunities  to  observe 
their  diocesan  consultants  in  action.  Many  parishes 
have  utilized  the  services  of  consultants  this  year  in  a 
variety  of  ways,  including  one-time  dinners,  vestry 
retreats,  and  covenant  relationships.  The  Stewardship 
Commission  hopes  that  more  parishes  will  call  Nancy 
Broadwell,  the  chair  of  the  Diocesan  Stewardshp 
Commission,  to  secure  a  stewardship  consultant.  The 
Commission  is  delighted  that  three  of  the  conference 
participants  expressed  an  interest  in  being  trained  as 
consultants,  which  w  ill  increase  the  number  of  avail- 
able consultants  to  thirteen.  With  more  consultants 
available,  more  churches  will  have  the  opportunity  to 
take  advantage  of  this  life-changing  and  parish- 
changing  ministry. 

The  conference  concluded  with  lunch  on  Saturday. 
Although  the  conference  was  not  as  large  as  the  ones 
held  in  the  past.,  there  was  a  powerful  bonding  among 
participants,  consultants,  and  leaders.  Those  in 
attendance  for  the  first  time  and  veteran  participants 
responded  favorably  to  the  information  and  activities. 
Please  make  plans  to  attend  next  year's  conference  in 
the  spring  of  1 997. 


Sometimes  when  you  look  at  the  numbers,  Christian 
stewardship  seems  painful.  In  reality,  though,  it's  just 
making  a  commitment  that  says  you  care  about  the  future  of 
the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina.  Planned  giving  for  the 
campaign  is  set  to  begin  in  June,  1996,  for  three  years.  Gifts 
are  payable  weekly,  monthly,  quarterly,  annually  or  whatever 
is  the  best  structure  for  y  ou. 

Memorial  and  Designated 
Gift  Opportunities 

Memorials  may  be  established  by  individuals,  families 
or  by  the  combined  giving  of  parish  groups  authorized  by 
Vestry  action.  Gifts  also  may  be  designated  to  support 
landscaping,  furnishings  and  equipment.  Bronze  plaques 
will  commemorate  each  gift,  honoring  both  the  memorialized 
person  and  the  donor. 

For  information  about  specific  designated  memorials  and 
how  to  secure  one,  call  the  campaign  office  at  919/525-0885. 


Rally  'Round  the  Covenant 


Calling  all  members  of  the  diocese  to  throw  in  the  first 
pitch!  This  is  the  BIG  SHOW  and  All  bases  are  loaded. 

Hit  a  home  run  for  our 
Covenant  with  the  Future  Campaign. 

Meet  at  Grainger  Stadium  in  Kinston 
Saturday,  May  4,  1 1  am  to  2  pm 
for  triple  play  action. 

-  grand  stand  music  by  "Too  Much"  band  -  entertain- 
ment for  the  HI'  sluggers  -  seventh  inning  stretch 
campaign  commentary  -  free  ballpark  lunch  conces- 
sions ~  special  appearance  by  "Sluggin'  Sid  Sanders" 
with  rookie  -  bishop  coadjutor  -  pinch  hitting  (if 
scheduling  permits)  ~ 

Don't  miss  this  Grand  Slam  Event! 
Sign-up  with  your  local  church  by  April  29th. 


Notes  and  Notices 


Help  Needed  for  Camp  Trinity 


Male  volunteers  are  needed  to  work  as  companions  to  campers  with 
mental  and  physical  disabilities  during  Adventurers  Camp  June  22-27. 
There  are  also  a  few  more  spaces  for  males  in  the  Counselor-in-Training 
(CIT's)  program 

Anyone  interested  in  serving  as  a  nurse  on  the  Camp  Trinity  staff, 
should  call  Carol  Taylor  at  the  diocesan  office 

Males  are  also  needed  to  fill  a  few  remaining  spaces  for  campers. 
There  are  also  a  few  spaces  available  for  Adventurers  Campers 

Applications  for  Adventurers  volunteers,  CIT's  and  campers  are 
available  from  Kim  Bennett,  the  Registrar  for  Camp  and  Youth  Ministry. 
Both  Carol  and  Kim  can  be  reached  at  the  diocesan  office,  919/522-0885. 


Calling  on 
video  buffs 

In  preparation  for  the 
1997  General  Convention  in 
Philedelphia,  the  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina  has  been  asked 
to  submit  a  5  to  10-minute 
home  video  celebrating  small 
church  ministries.  If  this 
interests  you,  please  contact 
Alicia  Alford  at  9 10/938- 
1017. 


PEWS  WANTED 


The  Chapel  of  the  New  Hanover 
County  Prison  Unit  needs  pews 

Please  contact  Bill  Ray  at  910/395-1305  (h) 
or  910/762-4578  (w)  if  you  have  any  pews  to 
donate.  Bill's  address  is  202  Bretonshire 
Road,  Wilmington,  NC  28405. 
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Quilt  offers  Brunswick  a  lesson  on  AIDS 


by  Marty  Minchin,  staff  writer  Wilmington  Morning  Star 

SHALLOTTE  —  The  two  12-by-12  foot  quilt  panels 
hanging  in  the  back  of  St.  James'  Episcopal  Church  are  as 
colorful  as  the  stained  glass  window  they  face. 

Covered  with  messages  such  as  "We  love  and  miss  you," 
they  read  like  a  signed  yearbook,  although  the  people  they're 
written  to  will  never  read  them. 

The  two  panels  of  the  national  AIDS  Memorial  Quilt, 
which  each  contain  eight  quilt  pieces,  will  hang  in  the  church 
until  the  end  of  March  as  part  of  a  program  to  educate  the 
county  about  AIDS. 

Four  of  the  pieces  are  in  memory  of  area  people  who 
have  died  from  AIDS.  A  beach  scene  is  painted  on  the  patch 
for  Kenneth  Edward  Hewett,  who  lived  in  Holden  Beach. 

A  green  nurse's  shirt,  a  stethoscope  and  a  face  mask  are 
sewn  onto  the  patch  for  Robert  Tucker,  who  was  a  nurse  at 
New  Hanover  Regional  Medical  Center. 

The  pieces  for  Marquita  LaToya  Greene  and  Deliah  Ann 
Greene,  both  of  Wilmington,  are  side-by-side.  Deliah  Greene 
died  of  AIDS  two  years  before  her  8  year-old  daughter,  who 
got  AIDS  from  her  mother. 

St.  James'  is  one  of  29  parishes  nationwide  that  recieved 
pieces  of  the  quilt  for  AIDS  education  programs,  said  the 
Rev.  Richard  Warner,  Rector  of  St.  James'. 

"I  think  people  still  view  this  as  a  gay  issue,"  Warner 
said.  "The  plain  fact  is  it's  the  fastest  growing  disease  among 
young  women.  It  knows  no  bounds. 

The  church's  AIDS  education  progams  mainly  target 
children  and  teenagers,  who  look  at  the  quilt  and  then  watch 

St.  Andrew 's,  Nag 

by  Vera  A.  Evans 

There  was  feasting  and  revelry  in  a  sixteenth  century 
ambiance  and  with  sixteenth  century  gusto  at  St.  Andrew's 
by  the  Sea  in  Nags  Head  during  the  last  weekend  in  January. 

The  Elizabethan  Feast  was  the  rousing  start  for  St. 
Andrew's  80th  Anniversary  year  and  included  two  "sittings" 
for  the  feast  as  well  as  a  children's  reception  complete  with  a 
play  to  wind  up  the  weekend  on  Sunday  afternoon.  The 
weekend  of  jollity  was  provided  by  the  hard  work  of  dedi- 
cated church  people  and  others  under  the  skilled  supervision 
of  Elizabethan  scholar  and  dramatist,  Lebame  Houston.  As 
an  added  attraction  and  focus,  Queen  Elizabeth  I,  in  the 
person  of  Barbara  Hird  dressed  in  full  regalia,  presided. 

The  feast  was  a  repeat  of  the  legendary  event  presented 
by  the  church  in  1983  as  a  part  of  the  area's  400th  Celebra- 
tion. Both  1983  and  1996  events  were  produced,  designed 
and  directed  by  Houston.  From  the  food  to  the  music  to  the 
costumes  to  the  entertainments  and  decor  of  the  church 
parish  hall  the  "operating  word"  was  "authentic,"  a  hallmark 
of  Houston's  work. 

Banners,  flags,  greenery,  stage  representations  of 
massive  stone  walls  transformed  the  hall  into  a  castle 
banqueting  chamber.  The  head  table  where  the  Queen  held 
the  place  of  honor  was  lavishly  laid  with  silver  service  while 
the  lesser  dignitaries  below  her  sat  at  long  tables  and  ate  from 
heavy  pewter-like  plates.  In  Elizabethan  tradition,  only  the 
Queen  had  a  fork.  Lesser  folk  made  do  with  knife  and  spoon 
only. 

The  feast  consisted  of  six  "removes"  or  courses  begin- 
ning with  salad  and  going  on  to  seafood  including  "crabbe  in 
coffun,"  a  delicious  crabmeat  in  pastry,  and  "  angels  on 
horseback,"  oysters  wrapped  in  bacon.  These  were  followed 
by  cornish  hen  with  pumpkin  tarts,  roast  beef,  the  boar's 
head  and  roasted  pork,  cheese  and  fruits  all  washed  down 
with  wine  and  wassail  from  an  impressively  sized  bowl 
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Jo  Thompson  and  the  Rev.  Dick  Warner  viewing  the 
AIDS  Quilt.  (Photo  Courtesy  of  The  Brunswick  Beacon) 


a  video  about  teens  who  got  AIDS  through 
sexual  activity. 

"Their  first  message  is  abstinence,"  Warner 

said. 

The  church  a  echoing  that  message,  he  said. 
"Your  body  is  a  sacred  temple.  You  can't  afford 
to  make  a  mistake." 

Jo  Thompson,  who  coordinates  the  AIDS 
programs  for  the  church,  said  it  should  make 
people  realize  that  AIDS  can  happen  anywhere. 

"Brunswick  County  is  pretty  rural,  and  they 
don't  think  it  can  happen  here,"  she  said.  "They 
think  it  only  happens  in  the  big  cities." 

The  church  needs  to  respond  to  AIDS 
sufferers  as  people  who  are  sick  instead  of 
focusing  on  what  they  did  to  get  the  HIV  virus 
Warner  said. 

"We  can  argue  that  a  15-year-old  shouldn't 
be  having  sex,  but  the  church  has  to  do  more  than 
that,"  Warner  said.  "Jesus  never  said,  'How  did 
this  happen  to  you?'  What  he  did  was  respond  to 
people  who  are  sick. 

"When  you  look  up  there  and  see  an  8-year- 
old  girl  who  died  from  AIDS,  how  do  you  ask 
questions  about  right  and  wrong?" 

—The  NAMES  Project  AIDS  Memorial  Quilt  was 
displayed  at  St.  James  during  the  month  of  March. 
They  were  one  of  29  churches  selected  nationwide  to 
host  the  quilt.  This  article  was  reprinted  with 
permission  of  the  Wilmington  Morning  Star. 


's  Headf  captures  Elizabethan  spirit 


placed  near  the  center  of  the 
room.  Parishioner  Sue 
Woolard  as  "High  Stewards" 
masterminded  the  entire  feast, 
including  the  serving  men  and 
maids  who  waited  on  the  tables 
with  almost  military  precision 
and  who  were  heralded  by 
trumpet  fanfares  performed  by 
Roy  Murray,  another  parishio- 
ner. 

Entertainment  was 
continuous  and  gleefully 
received  by  the  feasters  with 
thumping  on  the  table,  cheers, 
hisses,  groans  and  all  pervad- 
ing mirth.  Scenes  from 
Shakespeare's  "Romeo  and 
Juliet,"  "Taming  of  the 
Shrew,"  and  Midsummer 
Night's  Dream"  and  from 
Chaucer's  "Canterbury  Tales" 
were  presented  by  the  Acting 
Company.  Each  new  act 
delighted  the  diners,  with 

howls  of  laughter  greeting  the  "Pyramus  and  Thisbe"  scene.  Bill  Rea  and  Stephanie 
Spence,  playing  the  leading  roles,  "died"  magnificently.  Phyllis  Porcher  as  the  Wife 
of  Bath  brought  down  the  house  with  her  sometimes  ribald  delivery  of  Chaucer's  often 
ribald  humor. 

Barbara  Hird  sang  a  touching  Elizabethan  ballad  and  a  group  of  costumed 
vocalists  and  instrumentalist  offered  sweet  Elizabethan  tunes  as  the  "removes"  were 
made. 

The  next  project  for  St.  Andrew's  anniversary  year  is  a  history  of  the  church. 
Work  is  underway  at  present  and  publication  is  expected  in  late  summer. 
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In  the  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina 


/  /as/  wry  70^  six 
months  ago  as  my 
employer  often 
years  "restruc- 
tured." At  fir st  I 
kept  up  my  self- 
confidence,  but 
after  months  of 
unsuccessful  job 
searching,  I  feel 
increasingly  de- 
pressed, scared  and  angry.  My  family  de- 
pends on  my  income  to  help  meet  the  bills. 
I  try  to  keep  a  good  front,  but  it  is  hard  to 
keep  hunting  for  work  when  you  keep  get- 
ting turned  down  time  after  time.  I  am 
blaming  myself  more  and  more  for  not  be- 
ing able  to  find  another  job.  What  sugges- 
tions do  you  have? 

We  live  in  a  volatile  world  where  business  mergers,  corporate 
takeovers,  restructuring  and  downsizing  are  commonplace.  Many 
people,  like  you,  lose  their  jobs  due  to  no  fault  of  their  own.  As  a 
counselor  for  many  years,  I  have  learned  that  the  perceptions  and 
interpretations  of  a  traumatic  event,  such  as  losing  a  job,  are  often  more 
damaging  than  the  event  itself.  Although  you  consciously  know  better, 
it  seems  that  you  are  beginning  to  see  yourself  as  a  failure.  A  key  to 
understanding  the  bewilderment  and  loss  of  control  that  successful 
people  feel  when  they  believe  they  have  failed  is  to  re-examine  the 
concept  of  self  identity.  When  asked  about  our  self,  we  usually  respond 
by  first  giving  our  vocational  role;  we  say  that  we  are  a  salesperson, 
bookkeeper,  etc..  If  we  are  suddenly  stripped  our  vocational  roles,  we 
feel  emotionally  naked;  and  we  often  irrationally  feel  guilty  and  blame 
ourselves.  Berating  oneself  leads  to  further  doubts,  creating  a  cycle  of 
increased  tension,  depression,  and  declining  self-confidence. 

To  break  out  of  this  downward  cy  cle,  I  suggest  that  you  consider 
the  following  ideas: 

1.  Each  of  us  is  unique  and  the  true  meaning  of  our  lives  is  far 
more  than  our  paid  employment.  Our  true  identities  are  more 
accurately  reflected  by  what  we  believe,  how  we  treat  others,  and  how 
we  give  and  take  in  intimate  relationships.  Therefore  we  should  strive 
to  think  of  ourselves  in  many  roles — as  a  parent,  a  spouse,  a  church 
member  and  a  faithful  friend — in  addition  to  our  vocational  role.  If  life 
has  breadth  and  depth,  we  are  better  prepared  to  withstand  crisis 
producing  events  such  as  becoming  unemployed. 

When  one  has  extended  unemployed  time,  it  is  better  to  stay  active. 
You  might  find  new  meaning  in  volunteer  roles.  One  unemployed 
father  ran  for  the  school  board  and  was  elected.  His  daughter  ex- 
claimed: "It  helped  him  to  see  that  he  was  still  valuable  and  that  people 
trusted  him."  Another  unemployed  person  volunteered  to  help  the 
United  Way.  You  might  inquire  about  volunteer  opportunities  at  your 
church. 

2.  Do  not  let  your  perception  of  losing  a  job  and  not  quickly 
finding  another  get  out  of  focus.  It  you  are  dismissed  from  your  job, 
seek  trusted  friends  and  family  members  to  help  you  analyze  what 
happened.  Even  if  you  are  responsible  for  errors  of  judgment,  balance 
those  against  the  many  positive  contributions  and  decisions  you  have 
made  throughout  your  career.  There  is  a  difference  between  admitting 
one's  mistakes  (for  we  can  learn  and  grow  from  them)  and  blaming 
oneself — the  latter  destroys  self-esteem. 

3.  Seek  support  and  help  of  others.  Research  shows  that 
informal  support  (both  from  individuals  and  groups)  is  invaluable  in 
helping  us  during  times  of  severe  stress.  For  example,  our  Episcopal 
church  fellowship  can  sustain  our  spirit  and  keep  our  hopes  alive. 
Carefully  select  individuals  and  groups  that  you  trust  and  honestly  share 
your  fears  and  feelings.  Also  be  open  to  those  close  to  you;  spouses  and 


children  can  often  be  of  great  help.  Remember  that  many  people  are  experiencing  similar  job  losses  so  that  you  may 
be  able  to  find  a  support  group  that  is  designed  to  help  with  job  losses  and  reemployment. 

4.  Develop  a  realistic  plan  of  action.  After  careful  consideration  make  some  positive  decisions.  For  example 
if  you  cannot  find  a  new  job  at  the  level  of  your  previous  one,  consider  other  options.  These  could  include  accept- 
ing a  lower-paying  position,  going  back  to  school  for  further  training,  going  into  business  for  yourself,  or  other 
positive  actions.  One  friend,  after  being  "fired,"  opened  his  own  business  and  guided  it  into  a  model  enterprise.  He 
later  told  me,  "You  don't  know  who  you  are  until  you  pick  yourself  off  the  floor.  I'm  now  able  to  value  and  enjoy 
the  really  important  things  in  life  —  my  family  and  friends  —  and  I  am  able  to  reach  out  to  others  with  a  sense  of 
compassion  and  understanding  that  I  never  had  before." 

If  you  can  begin  to  think  of  your  positive  qualities  and  view  yourself  as  a  competent  person,  you  will  be  able  to 
fulfill  your  own  self-image.  Challenge  yourself  with  realistic  expectations.  Write  down  your  dreams  and  decide 
upon  a  plan  of  action.  So  don't  be  embarrassed  to  seek  professional  help.  The  assistance  of  a  trained,  impartial 
counselor  can  be  invaluable.  You  might  consult  with  a  counselor  who  is  trained  to  help  you  develop  strategies  for 
finding  work  (i.e.,  writing  a  good  resume,  learning  to  present  y  ourself  well  in  job  interviews,  getting  leads  on  jobs, 
etc.).  Also  you  might  wish  to  seek  the  assistance  of  a  counselor  to  help  with  the  emotional  pain  of  losing  employ- 
ment, for  we  must  grieve  and  move  beyond  job  losses  — just  as  we  have  to  with  other  significant  losses.  Counse- 
lors who  can  help  with  the  emotional  pain  include  the  clergy  and  professional  therapists. 

6.  Remember  that  your  faith  in  God  can  sustain  and  refresh  you.  I  find  great  comfort  in  times  of  personal 
upheaval  through  private  prayer,  attending  church  services  and  by  reading  selections  from  the  Bible  and  devotional 
literature.  Ask  your  rector  for  suggestions. 

—  by  John  Y.  Powell,  Ph.D.,  a  certified  clinical  social  worker  &  licensed  marriage  &  family  therapist  who  is  an  Associate 
Professor  at  the  School  of  Social  Work,  East  Carolina  University,  Greenville,  NC. 


COME  AS  YOU  ARE 

All  along  the  North  Carolina  coast  highways  are  decorated  with  the  ever-familiar  "The  Episcopal  Church 
Welcomes  You"  signs.  And  welcome  it  does.  In  outdoor  sunrise  vigils,  family  services  and  festival 
Eucharists,  the  Episcopal  Church  welcomes  visitors  to  celebrate  Christ's  resurrection. 

COME  AS  YOU  ARE,  in  the  easy  carefree  spirit  of  the  coast,  and  join  us  for  worship  during  Holy  Week  and 
on  Easter  Sunday.  ^       -  illllt|illi|iniip1B|  1(  

) 

Beaufort  — "f  " 
\i 

i        1        i      i    J0T  Easter  Sunday  Services* 
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lij  |*  "T^  united  2- St  Andrew's  by  the  Sea,  Nags  Head  fern,  8am,  9:30am,  11am 
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1   %f"  Hotty  RWoe     i.      8anks  4.  St  Andrew's,  Morehead...  ..5am,  8am,  9am,  11am 

i       1/^"  wmm  5.  St  Francis,  BogueBatriss  16am 

I  tEK  6.  St.  Peter's,  Swaosboro  -8am,  10:30am 

i     *^  ?.  St.  Phdip's,  Thomas  Landing  10am 

X  8.  Church  of  the  Servant  (as  the  heach)  6:I5am 

I  I  ^J__ .WrfoMssUte  9.  Holy  Trinity,  Haropstead   10am 

Shallotle         1  I  g^j,  10.StAr«irew'sontheSoooiWUminglBn...7^9am,9ajti,llam 

I         yft-      tTt  1  i  St  Philip's,  Southport  ..8am,  9am,  11am 

*"         X  12.  St.  James  the  Fisherman,  Shaliotle,  .6am  (Cause  Lan&ig), 
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This  ad  ran  in  the  Raleigh  News  &  Observer  and  the  Virginia  Pilot  on  Palm  Sunday.  A  similar  ad  will  run 
prior  to  Memorial  Day  weekend. 


Needed:  Director  Religious 
Education  and  Youth  Worker 

St.  Mary's  Church,  Kinston,  is  seeking  a  full-time  person  to  be 
responsible,  in  consultation  with  the  Rector,  for  overseeing  the 
religious  education  and  the  youth  work  in  the  parish.  The  pack- 
age will  include  salary  (to  be  negotiated),  health  insurance, 
vacation,  continuing  education  and  retirement  annuity.  If  you  are 
interested,  please  contact:  The  Rev.  Phillip  Craig,  St.  Mary's 
Episcopal  Church,  P.O.  Box  1318,  Kinston,  NC  28503.  (Phone: 
919/523-6146.) 
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The  Presiding  Bishop's  Easter  Message 


Easter  is  God's  yes 

In  sending  this  Easter  message  to  you,  my  beloved  sisters  and  brothers,  I  ask  first: 
What  is  the  message  of  Easter?  What  has  God  told  us  in  the  death  and  glorious  resurrec- 
tion of  Jesus  Christ? 

Imagine  yourself  the  possessor  of  this  great  news.  You  are  standing  on  a  mountain- 
top,  holding  only  a  few  semaphore  flags  in  your  hands,  wanting  desperately  to  share  the 
message  of  Easter.  What  could  you  possibly  say  that  would  encompass  the  joy,  the 
promise,  the  love  and  the  hope  in  the  message  you  hear? 

I  say  it  is  Yes!  The  message  of  Easter  is  a  resounding  yes  that  would  echo  from  your 
mountaintop  out  into  the  world,  as  it  has  echoed  down  through  the  centuries,  breaking  out 
of  the  silence  of  the  empty  tomb:  Yes! 

Jesus  knew  death,  the  darkness  and  pain  and  sin  of  the  world,  and  still,  said  yes  to  life. 
The  Incarnation  was  a  living  of:  Yes,  I  am  here  among  you  as  one  of  you,  to  grope  with 
you  in  the  darkness  and  feel  your  pain  and  redeem  you  from  your  sins. 

Jesus  said  a  liberating  yes  to  life  and  then  yes  to  the  cross  and  made  the  cross  a  sign  of 
triumph.  Through  his  yes  we  were  given  new  life,  life  eternal  in  him  where  we  never  thirst 


but  have  only  to  drink  of  the  living  water. 

Our  Lord  said  yes,  and  thus  how  can  our  response  be  other?  We  return  the  message 
and  echo  back  yes.  Yes  to  life,  and  to  all  that  it  brings,  our  little  crosses,  our  fearful  dark 
nights,  and  the  pain  that  comes  our  way. 

Yes,  we  pray,  Yes  to  you,  God  the  Father,  God  the  Son  and  God  the  Holy  Spirit  and 
to  life  in  you.  Your  triumph  is  ours  as  well.  Yes. 

Imagine  yourself  back  again  upon  the  mountaintop.  You  do  not  have  to  imagine 
that  you  are  the  possessor  of  this  great  news:  you  are!  This  is  your  news  to  proclaim,  the 
message  of  Easter:  Our  Lord  said  yes  to  life,  and  to  death,  and  we,  for  whom  he  lived 
and  died  and  was  born  into  eternal  life  so  we  might  live  and  die  and  be  born  into  eternal 
life  respond  -  Yes! 

Edmond  Browning 
Presiding  Bishop  and  Primate 
March  14,  1996 


A  Bishop's  ring 
goes  full  circle 

by  Allan  T.  Strange 

This  is  a  story  about  the  Episcopal  rings  of  Bishops  Robert  Strange  and 
Thomas  Henry  Wright.  It  starts  a  long  time  ago.  The  close  ties  between  the 
families  of  these  two  bishops  go  far  back. 

In  1866  Bishop  Strange's  mother  died  and  he  went  to  live  with  his 
Uncle  Joshua  Grainger  Wright.  Because  of  this,  Bishop  Strange  grew  up  in 
the  same  household  with  John  Maffitt  Wright,  Bishop  Wright's  father. 

By  coincidence,  Bishop  Wright  was  born  in  the  same  year  (1904)  that 
Bishop  Strange  was  consecrated  as  Bishop  of  East  Carolina.  It  was  natural 
that  John  M.  Wright  should  ask  his  first  cousin,  Robert  Strange,  to  be  his 
son's  godfather. 

In  1914  when  Bishop  Strange  died,  my  father,  Robert  Strange,  began 
wearing  my  grandfather's  bishop  ring.  (He  did  replace  the  diocesan  seal 
with  a  family  crest  before  doing  so  and  he  gave  the  amethyst  diocesan  seal 
to  my  sister,  May  Strange  Norton.) 

After  my  father  died  in  1 969,  I  started  wearing  the  ring.  In  the  early 
1970's  I  was  hunting  in  Orton  Pond  with  a  friend,  Laurence  Gray  Sprunt. 
My  hands  were  wet  and  cold.  As  we  threw  out  decoys,  the  ring  slipped 
from  my  finger  and  fell  into  the  pond.  We  immediately  stuck  an  oar  into  the 
soggy  bottom  to  mark  the  spot.  The  next  weekend  we  brought  scuba  divers 
down,  but  we  could  not  find  the  ring.  Over  the  next  several  weekends,  we 
came  down  with  a  metal  detector,  but  the  water  was  too  deep,  and  we  were 
unsuccessful. 

Then  Laurence  decided  to  drain  the  pond  down  to  a  workable  level, 
which  took  several  weeks.  Finally,  the  water  dropped  enough  so  that  we 
could  use  waders  and  the  metal  detectors.  Laurence  waded  and  I  paddled 
the  boat. 

As  we  trudged  along,  I  looked  up  from  my  paddling  to  see  Laurence's 
hand  on  the  gunwale  with  a  ring  on  his  finger!  I  could  not  believe  that  he 
had  forgotten  to  remove  his  own  ring  after  all  we  had  been  through — but,  of 
course,  it  was  the  bishop's  ring.  He  had  found  it  six  inches  from  the  oar  we 
had  placed  in  the  bottom  of  the  pond  weeks  ago. 

Now  this  story  takes  another  turn.  Late  in  the  1980's  Bishop  Wright 
lost  his  Episcopal  ring.  He  thought  that  it  certainly  had  been  stolen.  Since 
my  sister  had  the  stone  with  the  seal  from  Bishop  Strange's  ring  she  gave  it 
to  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Wright  and  they  had  a  new  ring  made  using  the  am- 
ethyst. Now  he  was  wearing  a  ring  made  in  part  from  his  godfather's  ring. 

In  1991  Hannah  Wright  gave  her  car  to  her  granddaughter.  After  four 
years  the  granddaughter  decided  to  sell  the  car.  In  the  cleaning  process, 
Bishop  Wright's  original  ring  was  found.  It  had  been  in  the  car  about  six 
years. 

So,  the  bishops  and  their  families  and  rings  are  intertwined. 


Activities  and  Programs  at  Trinity  Center 


April 

Cursillo  24-28 
May 

Prison  Superintendent's  Retreat  1-3 

Parish  Secretaries'  Retreat  5-6 

Stewardship  Training  5-6 

QUIET  DAY  8 

St.  Paul's,  Wilmington  Parish  Retreat  10-12 

Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville  Parish  Retreat  24-26 

St.  Paul's  Beaufort/Thompson  Children's  Home  24-26 

Small  Church  Leadership  Conference  28-31 

St.  Timothy's,  Greenville,  Parish  Retreat  31-6/2 

June 

Camp  Staff  Training  1  -7 

Elderhostel  2-7 

St.  Francis  by  the  Sea,  Vestry  Retreat  7-8 

St.  Paul's,  Greenville,  Parish  Retreat  7-9 

Explorers  I  Camp  8-14 

St.  John's,  Wilmington,  Parish  Retreat  14-16 

Senior  High  Camp  1 6-2 1 

Episcopal  Consultative  Commission  Retreat  1 9-20 

Christ  Church,  Hope  Mills,  Parish  Retreat  21-23 

Adventurers  Camp  23-27 

Discoverers  I  Camp  30-7/6 

July 

Explorers  II  Camp  8-15 

Discoverers  II  Camp  1 7-23 

Quiet  Day  1 9 

Church  of  the  Advent,  Williamston,  Parish  Retreat  19-21 

Explorers  III  25-31 


Trinity  Center  has  rooms  available  from  June  30  to  July  9. 
Call  919/247-5600  to  make  reservations  for  a  family  get-a-way. 
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Souper  Bowl  results 
in — youth  score  big 

by  Carol  Taylor 

Across  the  nation  young  people  were  busy  on  Super  Bowl  Sunday 
seeking  one-dollar  donations  for  those  in  need.  Fourteen  parishes  in  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina  joined  in  the  "Souper  Bowl"  raising  a  total  of 

$3336.32. 

Fifty  percent  of  the  funds  raised  were  contributed  to  diocesan 
ministries  designated  by  the  Youth  Commission.  This  year,  the  youth 
Commission  selected  Albemarle  Manna  in  Elizabeth  City  and  St. 
Joseph's  Breakfast  program  in  Fayetteville  as  recipients. 

Participating  youth  groups  chose  an  outreach  organization  in  their 
own  community  to  receive  the  other  50%  of  the  funds.  Benefitting  from 
the  fundraiser  were:  Zion  Soup  Kitchen;  Holy  Trinity  Food  Pantry  ;  1 
Corinthians;  the  Salvation  Army;  St.  Paul's  Aids  Ministry;  Good 
Shepherd  House;  Religious  Community  Services;  Greenville  Community 
Shelter;  St.  Stephen's  Soup  Kitchen;  St.  James'  Homeless  Shelter; 
Emmanuel  Soup  Kitchen,  and  Onslow  Community  Ministries. 

Nationally  more  than  4,000  churches,  synagogues,  schools  and 
businesses  welcomed  donations  on  Souper  Bowl  Sunday.  With  results 
still  coming  in,  donations  total  more  than  $1.2  million  for  the  hurting  and 
hungry. 

Begun  in  1990  by  22  youth  groups  in  Columbia,  S.C.,  the  "Souper 
Bowl"  has  seen  explosive  growth.  The  results  demonstrate  the  power  of 
working  in  partnership  with  others. 

East  Carolina  churches  participating  in  the  1996  "Souper  Bowl" 
were:  St.  Paul's,  Edenton;  Emmanuel,  Farmville;  Grace,  Trenton;  St. 
Thomas',  Ahoskie;  St.  James,  Wilmington;  St.  Stephen's,  Goldsboro;  St. 
Paul's,  Greenville;  Christ  Church,  Elizabeth  City;  St.  Mark's, 
Wilmington;  Christ  Church,  New  Bern;  St.  Paul's  in  the  Pines, 
Fayetteville;  Trinity,  Chocowinity,  and  St.  Anne's,  Jacksonville. 


I  SIMPLY  ARGUE 
THAT  THE  CROSS 
BE  RAISED  AGAIN 
AT  THE  CENTER  OF 
THE  MARKET  PLACE 
AS  WELL  AS  ON  THE 
STEEPLE  OF  THE 
CHURCH.  I  AM  RECOVERING  THE  CLAIM  THAT 
JESUS  WAS  NOT  CRUCIFIED  IN  A  CATHEDRAL 
BETWEEN  TWO  CANDLES,  BUT  ON  A  CROSS  BETWEEN 
TWO  THIEVES,  ON  THE  TOWN  GARBAGE  HEAP,  ON  A 
CROSSROADS  SO  COSMOPOLITAN  THAT  THEY  HAD  TO 
WRITE  HIS  TITLE  IN  HEBREW  AND  LATIN  AND  GREEK; 
AT  THE  KIND  OF  PLACE  WHERE  CYNICS  TALK  SMUT, 
AND  THIEVES  CURSE 
AND  SOLDIERS  GAMBLE. 
BECAUSE  THAT  IS 
WHERE  HE  DIED  AND 
THAT  IS  WHAT  HE 
DIED  ABOUT.  AND 

THAT  IS  WHERE 
ALL  CHURCHMEN 
SHOULD  BE  AND 
WHAT  CHURCHMEN 
SHOULD  BE  ABOUT. 

-George  MacLeod 

Parish  Pin-ups  is  a  regular  feature  of  Cross  Current.  Scan  your  church  bulletin 
boards,  bulletins  and  newsletters  and  submit  your  pin-ups  to  the  editor. 


Diocesan  Calendar 


25         10:00  a.m.  Clergy  Association  Steering  Committee  Meets 

27         2:00  p.m.  Celebration  of  New  Ministries  for  Mike  Cogsdale,  St.  Francis', 

Bogue  Banks 

30         9:30  a.m.  ECW  Meeting,  St.  James',  Wilmington 


2  !  0:00  a.m.  Convention  Committee,  Diocesan  House 

5-6  Stewardship  Consultants  and  Commission  Overnight,  Trinity 

Center 

Church  Secretaries'  Conference,  Trinity  Center 
1 1 :00  a.m.  Capital  Funds  Drive  Steering  Committee,  Diocesan  House 

9  Bishop's  Day  in  Upper  Cape  Fear  Deanery 

10  Youth  Commission  Meeting,  Diocesan  House 

16-17     10-2  p.m.  Visit  from  National  Church  Executive  Council  Representative, 

Diocesan  House 

19        2:30  p.m.  Albemarle  Deanery  Meeting,  St.  Paul's,  Edenton 

21          10:00  a.m.  Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry  Meeting,  Diocesan  House 

23  Bishop's  Day  in  Albemarle  Deanery 


4  10:00  a.m.  Capital  Funds  Drive  Steering  Committee,  Diocesan  House 

6  Bishop's  Day  in  Trinity  Deanery 

18  10:00  a.m.  Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry 

20  11:15  a.m.  Standing  Committee,  Diocesan  House 


Visitation  Schedule 
Bishop  Sanders 

April  28       Trinity,  Chocowinity 
May  5         St.  Paul's,  Wilmington 
May  12        St  James',  Wilmington 
May  19        Holy  Innocents',  Kinston 
May  26        St.  Thomas',  Oriental 

Bishop  Vache 

April  28  St.  Timothy's,  Greenville 
May  5         Christ  Church,  New  Bern 


To  have  an  event  listed  on  the  diocesan  calendar,  please  contact  Cynthia  Pollock,  (919)  522-0885. 


"Centering  Prayer"  Workshop  Offered 
June  2-3 
St  James',  Wilmington 

On  June  2  and  3,  the  Reverend  Tom  Ward,  Chaplain  at  Sewanee,  and  leader  of  the  recent 
Lenten  Workshop  at  the  Kanuga  Conference  Center,  will  bring  his  workshop  on  "Centering 
Prayer"  to  St.  James'  in  Wilmington.  "Centering  Prayer"  provides  a  resource  for  contempla- 
tive Christian  living.  Tom  has  led  such  workshops  in  parishes  as  far  away  as  Los  Angeles. 
For  more  information,  please  call  the  church  office  at  910/763-1628. 

Churches  are  encouraged  to  send  groups  of  people,  for  one  aspect  of  this  workshop  will 
be  the  significance  of  follow-up  support  in  small  groups. 
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'Mission  of  Thanksgiving'  surpasses  covenant  goal 


by  Braun  Campbell 

Though  small,  the  Church  of  the  Advent  is  potent, 
especially  when  it  comes  to  the  Covenant  with  the  Future 
campaign.  June  9  was  Victory  Day  at  the  Williamston 
church,  and  it  was  a  decisive  victory!  Not  only  did  the  170- 
baptized  member  church  surpass  its  $72,000  goal,  it  also 
exceeded  its  $80,000  +  challenge  goal,  nearing  the  $100,000 
mark. 

There's  no  doubt  that  the  Church  of  the  Advent's 
success  and  dedication  serve  as  an  example  —  and  goal  — 
for  churches  across  the  diocese.  "We're  not  a  big  church," 
explains  Rev.  Jim  Horton,  Advent  Rector,  "but  our  lay 
leadership  is  strong,  and  we  followed  the  recommendations 
and  guidelines  that  the  campaign  office  suggested."  Ac- 
cording to  Horton,  strong  lay  leadership  and  the  church's 
strong  bond  and  love  for  Trinity  Center  helped  catapult  their 
campaign  toward  success  in  only  five  weeks.  "We  hit  the 
ground  running,  and  our  members  responded  to  lay  visita- 
tions because  Trinity  Center  holds  special  meaning  to  each 
member." 

For  the  past  five  years,  the  church  has  had  a  family 
retreat  weekend  at  Trinity.  "The  emphasis  is  fun.  The  first 
year,  35  people  attended;  this  year,  90  have  signed  up," 


Horton  explains.  "Trinity  is  a  special  place  for  our  members, 
and  they  wanted  to  help  it  grow  to  its  full  potential." 

Advent's  Lay  Chair  for  the  campaign  feels  that  open 
communication  was  another  reason  the  campaign  worked 
well  at  Advent.  "People  knew  about  the  campaign  and 
wanted  to  pledge."  According  to  Crowe,  the  parish's 
connection  to  Trinity  Center  helped  make  the  Covenant  with 
the  Future  'real.'"  "We  also  have  many  people  in  the 
congregation  who  do  diocesan  work  on  various  levels,  so  the 
Covenant  with  the  Future  campaign  is  something  most 
people  in  the  church  are  in  touch  with  and  believe  in." 

Ironically,  Crowe  says  that  money  was  not  the  main 
emphasis  of  the  campaign.  "Although  our  main  goal  was  to 
raise  money  we  saw  the  campaign  more  as  a  blessing  and 
opportunity  to  strengthen  our  church  than  a  funds  drive,"  he 
says.  "We  decided  that  the  Covenant  with  the  Future 
campaign  is  a  mission  of  thanksgiving  that  we  can  participate 
in  and  celebrate  together." 

Through  the  Covenant  with  the  Future  campaign,  the 
Church  of  the  Advent  is  spinning  a  new  twist  on  the  summer 
blockbuster,  Mission  Impossible.  It's  mission  of  thanksgiv- 
ing is  paving  the  way  for  all  sorts  of  exciting  possibilities 
throughout  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina.  Congratulations  on 
a  job  well  done! 


$4.1  million 


$3  million 


$1  million 


As  of  Thursday,  June  6,  $2,287,371.00  has  been  pledged 
toward  the  Covenant  with  the  Future  campaign  total  goal 
of  $4.1  million. 


Empty  rectory  now  helping  the  homeless  in  Fayetteville 


by  Lisa  Stiles  Nance 

The  only  thing  the 
Homeless  Coalition  lacked  was 
a  good  marketing  plan  and  a 
home.  Formed  in  1989  out  of  a 
need  to  help  the  growing 
homeless  population  in 
Fayetteville,  the  Homeless 
Coalition  had  representatives 
from  government  agencies. 
They  had  members  who  were 
concerned  citizens.  They  had 
good  intentions.  What  they 
didn't  have  was  the  expertise 
needed  to  get  the  word  out 
about  what  they  had  to  offer. 
They  found  this  expertise  when 
Mary  Hendrickson,  then  the 
Chairperson  of  the  Public  Service  Committee  of  the 
Fayetteville  Area  Advertising  Federation,  decided  to  take  on 
issues  of  homelessness  as  a  worthwhile  service  project  for 
that  organization. 

Her  first  order  of  business  was  to  help  establish  a 
hotline.  Next  came  billboards  and  a  brochure.  Soon  the 
word  got  out.  In  1994,  the  Coalition  sponsored  a  "Stand 
Down"  at  the  Charlie  Rose  Agri-Expo  Center.  Service 
agencies  gathered  together  for  the  weekend  to  provide  a 


Vacant  Rectory 
becomes  a  new  home. 


variety  of  services  to  the  homeless.  Legal  advice,  hair  cuts, 
information  about  jobs,  hot  showers,  and  clothing  were  just  a 
few  of  the  services  available.  Two-hundred  and  thirty  people 
took  advantage  of  the  event,  inspiring  the  County  Commis- 
sioners to  donate  enough  money  to  allow  the  Coalition  to 
rent  a  building.  With  support  and  awareness  growing,  the 
Coalition  needed  a  home.  At  the  same  time,  St.  Joseph's 
Episcopal  Church  needed  a  tenant  for  its  vacant  rectory.  The 
rectory  now  houses  the  Homeless  Day  Center. 

"It's  been  the  happiest  marriage,"  Hendrickson,  who 
has  since  become  the  Executive  Director  of  the  homeless 
Project  (the  Center's  sponsoring  organization),  says  about 
having  the  Homeless  Day  Shelter  at  St.  Joseph's  rectory. 
Father  Joseph,  Rector  of  St.  Joseph's,  agrees  explaining  that, 
"Many  of  the  people  who  come  to  the  Center  are  from  the 
Breakfast  Program  held  every  morning  at  St.  Joseph's." 
"Father  Joseph  is  our  unsung  hero,"  states  Hendrickson.  "He 


lends  us  moral  support  and  we  have  discovered  over  and  over 
what  a  wonderful  church  St.  Joseph's  is." 

According  to  Hendrickson,  whose  office  is  in  the 
rectory,  "Sometimes  we  see  12  people  in  a  day,  sometimes 
it's  twice  that  many.   And  we  take  everybody.  We've  had 
them  as  young  as  a  few  days  old  up  to  81 .  Most  are  in  their 
late  teens  and  early  20's.  Everyone  is  in  a  state  of  emer- 
gency." 

The  rectory  provides  a  home-like  atmosphere  where 
clients  can  take  a  hot  shower,  wash  their  clothes,  talk  to  a 
counselor,  and  look  for  employment.  For  many,  the  Center 
serves  as  their  legal  address  and  phone  number.  Hendrickson 
and  a  staff  that  includes  a  program  coordinator,  a  jobs 
counselor,  and  two  part-time  supervisors,  as  well  as  numer- 


"Homeless"  continued  on  page  3 
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My  Dear  Sisters  and  Brothers  in  Christ: 

This  past  Sunday  was  Trinity  Sunday.  I  realized  as 
I  stood  in  the  sanctuary  at  Holy  Trinity,  Hertford,  that 
with  the  passing  of  this  Sunday  we  completed  the  first 
half  of  the  Christian  year  —  the  part  where  we  concen- 
trate on  the  events  in  Christ's  life.  We  now  enter 
Bishop's     Pentecost,  the  second  half  of  the  Christian  year,  where 
our  attention  is  focused  on  the  teachings  of  Christ  — 
Advent,  Christmas,  Epiphany,  etc. 


m 


Every  Sunday  for  me  means  a  different  service  in  a 
different  church.  And  yet,  even  in  their  uniqueness,  it  is 
wonderful  to  see  how  similar  they  are.  I  thought  of  the 
past  six  months.  I  think  first  about  our  smaller  congre- 
gations: Burgaw,  Northwest,  Farmville,  Moss  Hill  and 
all  the  rest.  I  think  of  the  exuberant  enthusiasm  of  these 
people  who  work  so  hard  to  keep  their  churches  vital 
and  alive.  I  think  of  these  small  church  communities  as 
families  where  every  person  is  valued  and  cared  for.  1 
thank  God  for  worship  in  these  smaller  places. 


I^S^gj^  But  can  we  not  give  equal  thanks  for  our  larger 

places?  For  the  last  Sunday  in  Advent  in  St.  John's, 
Fayetteville;  for  the  wonderful  opening  service  for 

convention  and  also  the  Palm  Sunday  service  at  St.  James',  Wilmington; 

and  for  the  careful  steadiness  of  worship  at  St.  Mary's,  Kinston? 

I  think  of  other  high  points  of  the  past  six  months:  driving  through  ice 
and  snow  to  St.  Francis,  Goldsboro,  to  be  met  by  a  frozen,  bur  faithful 
band  of  communicants;  a  breakfast  at  St.  Peter's,  Washington,  for  the 
bishop  with  over  two  hundred  people  in  attendance  early  on  Sunday 
morning;  also,  being  the  very  first  bishop  to  visit  our  new  mission  of  All 
Saints',  Southern  Shores,  and  being  stunned  by  the  eighty-five  people  in 
attendance;  celebrating  Easter  Day  at  St.  Thomas,  Bath,  and  hearing  the 
saints  who  had  gone  before  join  with  those  in  church  that  day  to  sing, 
"Glory  To  God  in  the  Highest 


We  do  act  like  human 
beings.  We  cry  and  moan 
and  criticize  and 
belittle... until  Sunday  morn- 
ing. On  Sunday  mornings, 
literally  without  exception, 
the  congregations  and  clergy 
of  this  diocese  offer  to  God 
at  His  altar  their  highest  and 
their  best.  For  the  worship  1 
have  been  privileged  to 
share  with  so  many  of  you 
this  past  year,  1  give  thanks 
to  God! 


Sincerely, 


7* 


B.  Sidney  Sanders 
Bishop,  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina 


What  about ...  the 
Covenant  with  the 
Future  campaign? 

As  the  Covenant  with  the  Future  campaign  comes  to  a  close,  John  Compton,  with  the 
Campaign  Office,  answers  some  of  the  most  frequently  asked  questions  about  the  Covenant 
with  the  Future  campaign. 

Q:  How  were  each  church's  goals  determined? 

A:  Suggested  goals  for  the  church  were  made  based  on  a  percentage  of  the  church's  1995 
plate  and  pledge  offerings  (not  to  be  confused  with  the  church's  pledge  to  the  diocese).  The 
plate  and  pledge  total  for  the  diocese  in  1995  was  $7.7  million. 

Q:  Can  I  pledge  stocks  or  securities? 

A:  Yes  and  contributing  appreciated  securities  can  provide  tax  advantages  to  the  donor,  but 
make  sure  and  check  with  your  tax  advisor.  Donors  can  deliver  securities  to  their  brokers 
with  instructions  to  transfer  them  to  their  local  church,  or  contact  Wallace  Weeks,  the 
Diocesan  Campaign  Treasurer,  at  800-929-0649. 

Q:  Do  clergy  pledges  count  toward  the  local  church's  goal.? 

A:  Yes.  The  clergy's  combined  goal  is  $100,000.  This  month,  the  clergy  pledges  will  be 
delivered  to  the  local  churches  to  be  counted  toward  the  church  goal. 

Q:  What  are  some  of  the  specific  needs  of  the  Missionary  Outreach  programs  in  the  cam- 
paign? 

A:  The  Episcopal  Farmworkers  Ministry  needs  a  multi-purpose  facility  that  will  house 
offices,  classrooms,  and  a  meeting  area  that  will  double  as  a  worship  space.  This  structure 
will  cost  approximately  $560,000.  The  campaign  aims  to  raise  $350,000  to  begin  work  on 
the  project.  For  San  Mateo,  funds  are  needed  to  repair  and  rebuild  facilities,  including  an 
Episcopal  family  worship  center  with  educational  facilities.  Funds  will  cover  more  land,  a 
parish  hall  and  new  kitchen.  The  designated  funds  for  San  Mateo  are  $250,000.  This  will 
add  two  classrooms,  two  bathrooms  a  small  solarium,  a  clothing  storage  closet,  land, 
furniture  and  an  educational  and  recreational  center. 

Q:  What  is  the  policy  for  under-  or  over-funding? 

A:  If  the  total  goal  is  not  met,  the  first  $1.8  million  will  go  toward  completion  of  Trinity 
Center,  and  the  remaining  funds  will  be  divided  proportionately  between  Missionary 
Outreach  and  Congregational  Development.  If  there  is  overage,  the  Missionary  Outreach 
and  Congregational  Development  needs  will  be  supplemented  with  the  overage  in  equal 
amounts. 
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Retiring  bishop  determined  to  take  a  break  this  time 


by  Joe  West 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Charles  Vache,  Assistant  Bishop  of  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  will  retire  at  the  end  of  June  — 
again.  But  unlike  his  other  retirements,  he  means  to  treat 
himself  to  a  leisurely  break  this  time,  before  setting  off  to 
explore  other  mountaintops. 

Vache  has  served  as  the  assistant  to  Bishop  Sidney 
Sanders  since  January  1993  and  will  be  stepping  down  now 
that  the  diocese  has  elected  a  bishop  coadjutor,  the  Rev. 
Canon  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd. 

Before  coming  to  work  in  East  Carolina,  Vache  already 
had  served  15  years  as  Bishop  Coadjutor  and  Diocesan  for 
the  Diocese  of  Southern  Virginia.  After  that  first  retirement, 
he  took  only  two  weeks  off  before  traveling  to  Jerusalem  for 
a  15-month  stint  as  Chaplain  of  St.  George's  College  and 
then  as  Acting  Dean  of  St.  George's  Cathedral.  After 
"retiring"  from  that  post,  he  returned  to  his  home  in  Ports- 
mouth, Va.,  for  another  two-week  respite  before  heading  to 
Kinston. 

"I've  promised  myself  to  take  four  months  of  full 
retirement  with  no  commitments,"  said  Vache.  "It  will  be 
nice  not  to  have  to  worry  about  a  sermon  every  Sunday." 

He  plans  to  entertain  friends  at  his  home  in  Portsmouth 
for  the  first  two  months  of  retirement  and  then  enjoy  two 
months  of  traveling  around  this  country.  In  November,  he 
will  take  a  clergy  familiarization  trip  to  Turkey,  sponsored  by 
World  Wide  Ministries. 

East  Carolina  always  will  hold  a  special  place  in  his 
heart. 

"I  have  enjoyed  being  part  of  this  diocese  and  having  it 
be  part  of  my  ordained  ministry,"  said  Vache.  "It's  been  good 
working  for  Sid  and  experiencing  the  exciting  things  that  are 
happening  here  in  East  Carolina.  This  place  really  is  a  hidden 
treasure." 

One  of  the  great  joys  of  his  time  here  has  been  rediscov- 
ering his  East  Carolina  roots. 

He  was  born  in  New  Bern  on  Aug.  4,  1926.  Three  years 


later,  his  family  moved  to  Beaufort  when  his  father  was 
ordained  an  Episcopal  priest  and  served  the  church  there.  A 
few  years  later,  the  family  moved  to  Greensboro. 

Vache  earned  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  Degree  from  the 
University  of  North  Carolina  in  1949,  and  he  received  both  a 
Master  of  Divinity  and  Doctorate  from  Seabury-Westem 
Seminary  in  Illinois. 

This  well-traveled  Tarheel  ended  up  spending  most  of 
his  ordained  ministry  in  Virginia,  of  which  a  big  part  was 
serving  as  Rector  of  Trinity  Church  in  Portsmouth  from  1957 
to  1976.  He  was  consecrated  Bishop  Coadjutor  of  Southern 
Virginia  in  1976  and  Diocesan  in  1978. 

Vache  notes,  jokingly,  that  when  he  became  a  bishop  he 
lost  his  Christian  name.  "I  used  to  be  known  as  Charles,  but 
since  then  everyone  has  just  called  me  Bishop,"  he  said. 

As  Bishop  of  Southern  Virginia,  Vache  was  known  for 
his  organizational  skills,  care  of  his  clergy  and  ecumenical 
interests  in  the  worldwide  church.  Under  his  leadership,  the 
diocese  became  a  major  supporter  of  St.  George's  College 
and  the  Palestinian  Christians  in  Jerusalem. 

He  also  was  an  early  advocate  of  Cursillo.  Candidates - 
who  attended  Cursillo  weekends  in  Southern  Virginia  were 
often  surprised  by  a  visit  from  their  usually  reserved  bishop, 
especially  when  he  would  open  his  purple  shirt  to  display  a 
colorful  "Decolores"  T-shirt. 

V  ache's  work  in  East  Carolina  meant  splitting  his  life 
between  a  house  in  Portsmouth  and  an  apartment  in  Kinston. 
And,  because  one  of  his  main  duties  was  to  help  with  parish 
visitations,  he  also  lived  a  lot  of  his  life  in  a  car. 

"I  often  feel  like  a  traveling  salesman  for  God,"  said 
Vache.  "Because  of  the  visitation  demands  in  a  diocese,  a 
bishop  puts  in  many  hours  on  the  road  and  many  nights  in 
motels." 

His  other  areas  of  responsibility  were  clergy  deploy- 
ment, where  he  helped  match  vacant  parishes  with  available 
priests,  and  clergy  wellness,  which  later  evolved  into 


overseeing  sexual  ethics  training  and  clergy  background 
checks. 

One  priest  who  especially  appreciates  what  this  bishop 
has  done  is  the  Rev.  Rickie  DaCunha.  Vache  asked  her  to 
become  Interim  Rector  at  St.  Christopher's  Church  in 
Havelock,  shortly  after  she  moved  to  the  diocese  from 
Connecticut. 

"He  was  the  first  person  to  welcome  me  to  the  diocese, 
and  he  made  it  home  for  me  from  the  minute  I  walked 
through  his  office  door,"  said  DeCunha.  "I'll  always  be 
grateful  to  him  for  making  me  part  of  this  diocese." 

One  of  a  bishop's  main  jobs  is  to  be  pastor  to  the  priests, 
and  for  that  the  Rev.  Robert  Hobgood  is  especially  thankful 
to  the  retiring  bishop. 

"Bishop  Vache  has  been  a  real  gift  from  the  Lord  to  or.r 
diocese  and  has  been  available  for  consultation  with  clergy  in 
matters  that  are  important  to  them,"  said  Hobgood,  who  is 
Rector  of  St.  Timothy's  Church  in  Greenville  and  President 
of  the  Standing  Committee. 

"He  has  headed  up  the  development  of  guidelines  for 
the  prevention  and  response  to  sexual  misconduct,  as  well  as 
being  available  to  the  people  who  provide  the  many  minis- 
tries of  leadership  to  this  diocese,"  said  Hobgood.  "This  wise 
and  gentle  man  has  really  contributed  greatly  to  our  life  here. 
He'll  be  missed,  and  I'm  glad  he  will  just  be  up  the  road  a  bit 
from  us." 


An  Ending  becomes  a  beginning 


by  Lisa  Stiles  Nance 

"Our  search 
came  to  a 
marvelous 
conclusion," 
says  Charlotte 
Campbell,  a 
member  of  the 
search 

committee  of  St. 
Francis 
Episcopal 

Church  in  Goldsboro.  "We  searched  from  Florida  to 
Delaware  and  found  the  right  person  right  in  our  own 
backyard."  The  right  person  turned  out  to  be  the  Rev.  Frank 
Russ,  Jr.,  the  Bishop's  Assistant  for  Program  and  Ministry. 
He  will  assume  the  duties  of  Rector  at  St.  Francis  on  July  1, 
1996. 

Russ  believes  that  working  on  the  diocesan  level  has 
enhanced  his  ability  as  a  parish  priest.  "I've  been  challenged 
and  have  enjoyed  the  two  years  with  the  people  that  I've  met 
here."  "The  key,"  he  explains,  "has  been  learning  how  to  be 
pastoral  to  a  lot  of  different  people.  In  this  job  you  have  to 
deal  with  tough  issues  and  not  everyone  is  happy  with  your 
decisions." 

According  to  Russ,  "The  beautiful  thing  about  this  job  is 
the  training  I've  received  and  the  traveling  I've  been  able  to 
do.  My  greatest  memory  is  the  Puerto  Rico  trip  and  meeting 


Bishop  Alvarez.  The  most  positive  aspect  has 
been  working  with  the  staff  here." 

The  feelings  are  mutual,  as  Jane  Wynne, 
Assistant  for  Finance  and  Administration,  states, 
"It's  nice  not  just  to  work  with  a  friend  but  to 
share  a  ministry  with  a  friend.  Frank  has  been  a 
real  friend  to  me  and  to  Bishop  Sanders." 

Before  joining  the  diocesan  office,  Russ  was 
the  rector  of  St.  Christopher's  Episcopal  Church 
in  Elizabethtown.  Even  working  on  the  diocesan 
level,  he  has  continued  to  see  his  role  in  all 
aspects  as  a  pastor.  It  was  this  as  well  as  the 
many  aspects  of  parish  life  that  prompted  him  to 
throw  his  hat  into  the  ring  during  St.  Francis' 
search  for  a  new  rector. 

But  St.  Francis'  gain  is  the  diocesan  office's 
loss.  According  to  Wynne,  "Frank  has  improved 
the  Quiet  Days  and  spiritual  aspect  of  the 
diocese.  He  has  also  improved  the  communica- 
tion between  the  diocesan  leaders  and  the 
diocesan  house." 

Bishop  Sanders  agrees,  saying,  "Frank's 
been  a  dear  friend  and  a  valued  colleague.  He 
has  done  an  outstanding  job.  He  is  able  to  tell 
people  the  hard  truth  and  make  it  palatable.  I  am 
overjoyed  the  he  is  remaining  in  the  diocese.  I 
know  he  will  do  a  wonderful  job  at  St.  Francis. 
Frank  will  be  sorely  missed  in  the  diocesan 
office." 


"Homeless"  continued  from  page  1 


ous  volunteers,  provide  a  range  or  services  to  those  in  need,  including 
helping  to  locate  family,  helping  to  locate  missing  identification 
cards,  helping  to  find  proper  medical  attention,  and  helping  to 
connect  clients  with  the  government  agency  that  will  address  their 
specific  needs.  Many  of  the  volunteers  are  "counselors  on  call"  from 
local  agencies  such  as  the  Cumberland  County  Mental  Health  Center, 
Cumberland  County  Act  Program,  the  Work  Force  Development 
Center,  the  Veterans  Administration,  and  the  College  Programs  in  the 
high  schools. 

Hendrickson  cites  a  70%  retention  rate  at  the  Center,  saying, 
"Most  of  our  clients  are  from  here  and  this  is  the  closest  thing  they 
have  to  a  home."  She  adds,  "'What's  surprising  is  the  growing 
amount  of  second  generation  homeless,  an  adult  homeless  child  of 
homeless  adults,  that  we  see.  You  really  have  to  go  back  two 
generations.  And  fifty  percent  of  our  clients  are  families,  25%  are 
under  the  age  of  12." 

LaGrange  Park  Baptist  Church  has  adopted  the  Center  and  holds 
a  monthly  fund-raiser  with  proceeds  going  to  the  Center.  They  also 
provide  the  hygiene  kits  given  to  each  client.  Recently,  the  Center 
received  $3,000  from  Highland  Presbyterian  Church.  According  to 
Hendrickson,  they  receive  funding  on  all  levels:  city,  county,  state, 
and  national.  In  addition  to  monetary  contributions,  the  Center  also 
receives  an  assortment  of  material  goods  from  various  sources.  A 
letter  to  a  local  department  store  yielded  all  the  furniture  needed  to 
furnish  the  Center.  But  as  with  all  agencies  of  this  type,  the  need  far 
exceeds  the  supply  of  money  and  goods  the  Center  has  to  offer. 

Hendrickson  has  done  an  excellent  job  getting  the  word  out 
about  what  The  Homeless  Coalition  has  to  offer.  In  fact  along  with 
the  Homeless  Day  Center,  the  Homeless  Coalition  has  also  recently 
opened  the  Hope  Center  Shelter  and  has  plans  to  implement  a  Self 
Reliance  Program  and  future  work  with  transitional  housing. 
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Art  exhibit  reveals  families  past 


If  you  want  to  look  into  someone's  soul,  view  their 
artwork.  Visitors  to  the  Greenville  Museum  of  Art  on  the 
evening  of  May  2 1  did  just  that.  Not  only  did  they  glimpse 
into  Refik  Durakovic's  soul,  they  saw  a  pictorial  history  of 
his  former  homeland. 

This  Bosnian,  immigrant  and  his  family  were  relocated 
from  Mostar,  Bosnia  to  Greenville  with  the  help  of  the 
Refugee  Resettlement  Committee  of  St.  Timothy's  in 
Greenville.  Although  only  allowed  two  suitcases  when 
leaving  Bosnia,  Refik  filled  one  with  his  art  and  photo 
albums.  The  Refugee  Resettlement  Committee  at  St. 
Timothy's  felt  the  Durakovic  family  AND  the  community 
would  greatly  benefit  from  a  showing  of  Refik's  wonderful 
paintings  and  a  glimpse  into  the  life  of  a  Bosnian  family 
through  just  a  few  of  their  many  family  photos. 

Over  two  hundred  people  attended  the  reception  and 
exhibit,  titled  "Opening  Doors."  All  the  Bosnian  families  in 
Greenville  —  the  Dumpors,  Cizmics  and  Kasamovics  — 
joined  together  to  prepare  the  delicious  Bosnian  food  for  the 
reception. 

The  exhibit  displayed  Durakovic's  Bosnian  ethnic-style 
oils  and  pastels  as  well  as  painted  furniture.  Durakovic,  a 
lawyer  by  trade,  wanted  to  exhibit  his  works  to  show  those 
who  had  helped  him  his  feelings  about  Bosnia  and  to  help 
them  understand  what  had  happened  to  his  hometown 

His  works  depict  Mostar  before  the  war  and  as  it  is  now7. 
The  message  is  powerful. 

Some  paintings,  such  as  that  of  a  plant  stand  w  ith  lovely 
flowers,  show  the  beauty  and  simplicity  of  his  previously 
quaint  town.  Others  illustrate  the  horror  of  the  war.  One 


peaceful  vignette  of  Mostar  before  the  war  is  superim- 
posed with  a  depiction  of  the  ruined  city  and  a  horrified 
young  Bosnian  woman  with  blood  dripping  from  her 
hand. 

In  his  younger  years  in  Mostar,  Durakovic  worked  as 
a  sign  painter.  While  a  student,  he  won  Yugoslovia's 
prize  for  designing  publicity  material  for  a  motorcycle 
company  in  Ljubljaura. 

He  continued  to  pursue  his  interest  in  painting  while 
studying  to  be  a  lawyer  at  the  University  of  Sarajevo.  In 
his  spare  time,  he  studied  painting  under  the  famous 
Yugoslavian  painters,  Yusuf  Niksie  and  Saksudin 
Zubevic.  Between  1978  and  1981,  a  number  of  his  works 
were  displayed  at  the  Art  Center  in  Mostar.  According  to 
Durakovic,  his  friends  in  Mostar  told  him  that  "he  was 
their  best  painter  among  lawy  ers  and  their  best  lawyer 
among  painters." 

After  Mostar  fell  under  Croatian  control,  Durakovic 
was  placed  under  house  arrest  from  May  1 993  to  August 
1995.  To  support  his  family,  he  sold  his  religious  art  under 
an  alias  of  "Rocco"  at  the  famous  sanctuary  of  Mectugorje. 

In  1992  his  mother  was  killed  and  in  1995  he,  his  wife, 
Gordana,  and  two  children,  Lela,  now  15,  and  Mili,  1 1  were 
driven  from  their  home.  In  October  1995,  the  Durakovic 
family  arrived  in  Greenville.  At  present,  Refij  Durakovic  is 
working  as  a  stockman  on  the  midnight  shift  at  Kroger's. 
Although  Durakovic  says  it  is  hard  work,  he  is  pleased  to  be 
working. 

Durakovic  is  looking  for  other  places  to  exhibit  his 
work.  At  the  Greenville  showing,  he  sold  six  of  his  pieces. 


The  Durakovic  Family,  (left  to  right)  Gordana,  Mili,  Refik  & 
Lela,  Greenville  Museum  of  Art  showing. 

He  will  produce  works  on  commission,  if  anyone  is  inter- 
ested. 

The  Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry  of  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina  is  an  organization  of  the  Episcopal  Church  which 
helps  Bosnian  and  other  refugee  families  relocate  within  East 
Carolina.  St.  Timothy's  and  St.  Paul's  Churches  in  Green- 
ville have  both  sponsored  families.  The  churches  have 
helped  the  refugee  families  procure  adequate  housing  and 
employment,  as  well  as  helped  with  a  broad  range  of  other 
aspects  of  life  in  the  United  States.  If  your  church  is  inter- 
ested in  sponsoring  a  refugee  family,  contact  Susan  Husson, 
the  diocesan  refugee  coordinator,  919/638-8425. 


Of  grandmothers,  priests  and  baptisms— setting  the  record  straight 


by  Mack  Bell,  Historiographer 

Her  stole  almost  floated  out  to  sea  as  she  baptized  two 
grandchildren  in  the  surf  of  the  Outer  Banks  between  Buxton 
and  Avon.  Two  others  had  been  baptized  earlier  in  drier 
circumstances  in  Virginia  and  New  York  City,  and  the  fifth 
grandchild  was  later  christened  in  England. 

"Three  years  ago  I  baptized  two  grandchildren,  Charles 
Patrick  Awbrey  and  Melissa  Lauryn  Awbrey,  at  a  family 
reunion  on  the  Outer  Banks,"  explains  the  Rev.  Kathleen  D. 
Awbrey,  Interim  Priest  at  Grace  Church  in  Lexington,  NC. 

"Since  our  family  gatherings  are  rare,  it  seemed  an 
appropriate  time  for  us  to  wade  in  the  water,  prayer  books  in 
hand,  and  baptize  these  children  with  North  Carolina  salt 
water." 

"My  stole  nearly  floated  away  in  the  surf  and  the  prayer 
book  and  the  priestly  grandmother  were  a  little  wet,  but  it 
was  wonderful."  These  baptisms  are  recorded  at  St. 
Andrew  's,  Rocky  Mount  in  the  Diocese  of  North  Carolina. 

The  Rev.  Kathleen  Awbrey  is  one  of  two  more  grand- 
mother priests,  we  have  learned,  who  baptized  their  grand- 
children in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina. 

Another  is  the  late  Rev.  Wendy  Raynor,  the  first  woman 
to  be  ordained  in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  and  the  first 
grandmother  to  baptize  her  grandchildren  in  East  Carolina. 

In  the  March  Cross  Current,  we  asked  the  question: 
Was  the  Rev.  Barbara  Chaffee,  Rector  of  St.  Thomas', 
Windsor,  the  first  and  only  woman  priest  to  have  baptized  a 
grandchild  in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina?  She  baptized 
Lucy  Patrick  on  Holy  Family  Day  1995. 

It  turns  out  that  before  Lucy  Patrick,  five  grandchildren 
have  been  baptized  by  their  grandmothers  in  East  Carolina 
and  four  outside  the  diocese. 

Grandmother  Awbrey  baptized  two  grandchildren  while 
serving  in  parishes  in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina.  First 
was  Sara  Elizabeth  Awbrey  in  Old  Donation  in  Virginia 
Beach,  parish  of  Sara's  father,  Charles  Awbrey,  in  the 
Diocese  of  Southern  Virginia,  where  her  baptism  was 
recorded. 

Next,  Ian  Awbrey  Maclure  was  baptized  on  Ascension 
Day  1989  in  the  chapel  at  Union  Theological  Seminary  in 


New  York  City.  Ian's  mother,  Lauryn,  was  a  student  there. 
Ian's  baptism  is  recorded  at  St.  Peter's  in  Sunbury,  NC. 

In  1 994  Kathleen  Awbrey  baptized  her  youngest 
grandson,  Stuart  Neil  Maclure,  in  his  parents'  parish,  St. 
Mary's  and  All  Saints  in  Bingham,  Nottinghamshire, 
England,  in  the  Diocese  of  Southwell.  Stuart's  father,  Neil 
Maclure,  is  a  commercial  property  developer  and  Lauryn,  not 
yet  ordained,  is  working  in  the  Diocese  of  Southwell 
teaching  New  Testament  at  the  University  of  Nottingham  for 
an  ecumenical  adult  education  program  run  by  the  Diocese 
and  the  University. 

"I  have  missed  a  few  baptisms,"  says  Kathleen  Awbrey, 
"but  five  grandchildren  out  of  nine  isn't  too  bad!  Baptizing 
one's  grandchildren  is  surely  one  of  life's  greatest  joys.  I 
hope  that  many  other  priestly  grandmothers — and  grandfa- 
thers— experience  this  blessing." 

Awbrey,  the  present  interim  rector  in  Lexington,  NC, 
and  member  of  the  Board  of  the  Episcopal  Farmworkers 
Ministry,  also  served  several  churches  in  Central  New  York 
and  North  Carolina:  St.  Stephen's,  New  Hartford;  St. 
James',  Clinton;  St.  Andrew's,  Rocky  Mount;  St.  Peter's, 
Sunbury;  St.  Mary's,  Gatesville;  and  St.  John's,  Edenton. 

Wendy  Adrienne  Sykora  Raynor,  the  first  woman  priest 
ordained  in  East  Carolina,  also  served  churches  in  the  same 
area.  Working  in  the  former  Coalition  1 6,  she  ran  up  about  a 
thousand  miles  a  week  and  wore  out  two  cars. 

She  baptized  her  first  grandchild,  James  Raynor,  son  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jeffrey  Raynor,  at  St.  Thomas',  Bath  on  August 
17,  1977,  four  months  and  15  days  after  she  had  been 
ordained  at  St.  John's  in  Edenton. 

Alicia  Raynor,  daughter  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Andrew 
Raynor,  was  baptized  in  the  summer  of  1976  at  Camp  Leach, 
where  for  nearly  a  decade  Wendy  Raynor  was  a  guiding 
force, 

The  Raynors'  son,  Andrew,  was  baptized  at  St.  Thomas', 
Bath  in  1980.  Cecily,  the  daughter  of  Andrew  Raynor,  was 
baptized  outside  East  Carolina  in  North  Benton,  Ohio,  in  the 
summer  of  1982. 

Born  in  the  borough  of  Manhattan  and  raised  and 
educated  in  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  Raynor  later  attended 
Earlham  Coliege  in  Richmond,  Indiana.  Her  parents,  who 


lived  close  to  the  theater  district  on  42nd  Street,  named 
Wendy  and  her  twin  for  the  lead  characters  in  Peter  Pan. 

After  marriage  at  19  to  Albert  Delafield  Raynor,  they 
lived  in  Elizabeth,  New  Jersey;  then  Manhattan  and  Long 
Island  and  Akron,  Ohio.  Having  returned  to  the  church  of 
her  youth,  Wendy  Raynor  spent  seven  years  studying  in  the 
Episcopal  Diocese  of  Ohio  to  become  a  certified  professional 
in  the  diocesan  educational  program. 

Shortly  after  completing  these  studies,  she  went  with  her 
husband  when  he  retired  in  1970  to  Pinetown,  NC,  to  be  near 
the  water.  To  continue  with  what  she  had  learned,  she  took 
on  the  position  of  Director  of  Christian  Education  at  St. 
Peter's,  Washington. 

After  three  years  in  the  diocese,  she  attended  a  clergy 
conference  and  nobody  asked,  "Why  is  she  here?"  When  the 
Rev.  William  (Bill)  Denise  asked,  why  not  go  for  ordination, 
she  went  to  Bishop  Elebash  who  agreed  to  support  her 
reading  for  Holy  Orders. 

A  special  committee  of  clergy  was  established  to  help 
her  through  the  process.  On  December  2,  1975,  the  Standing 
Committee  gave  Wendy  Raynor  unanimous  approval  for 
candidacy  for  Holy  Orders.  During  1975-76  she  did  field 
work  at  the  Church  of  the  Advent  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Rector,  the  Rev.  James  Horton. 

She  received  "exceptional  merit"  grade  on  the  seminary 
comprehensive  exam  and  was  ordained  to  the  diaconate  on 
June  26,1976,  at  St.  Mary's  in  Kinston.  In  April  2,  1977  she 
was  ordained  to  the  priesthood  at  St.  John's,  Edenton. 

Wendy  Raynor  might  have  had  a  parish  of  her  own,  but 
cancer  surgery  in  1980  was  a  precursor  of  other  operations, 
and  of  her  death  in  1985.  She  was  buried  at  St.  Thomas', 
Bath,  after  a  memorial  service  with  Bishops  Elebash  and 
Sanders  presiding.  So  many  of  the  clergy  attended  that  one 
side  of  the  church  was  filled  with  them. 

So  now  we  have  set  the  record  straight — there  have  been 
three  extraordinary  women — the  Reverends  Wendy  Raynor, 
Kathleen  D.  Awbrey  and  Barbara  Chaffee — who  have 
baptized  grandchildren  in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina. 
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A  Family  visit  —  the  National  Church  listens 


Ever  had  a  family  member  or  a  long-lost 
friend  pop  in  for  a  visit?  You  spend  a  few 
days  trying  to  pack  in  a  quick  glimpse  of 
your  life.  You  want  them  to  see  your  home, 
your  community  and  surrounding  areas. 
You  want  to  share  with  them  your  accom- 
plishments, your  dreams  and  your  goals. 
You  want  to  give  them  a  piece  of  yourself — 
something  to  take  back  with  them,  so  they'll 
know  that  you  are  doing  okay  —  that  life  is 
good. 

Well,  life  is  good  in  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina  and  diocesan  staff  and  members  of 
the  Executive  Council  of  the  diocese  were 
eager  to  share  a  picture  of  that  life  with  two 
recent  visitors  from  the  office  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church,  USA  (ECUSA). 

On  May  14  the  Rev.  John  D.  Lane, 
member  of  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
National  Church,  and  Ms.  Maria  Whitley,  a 
staff  person  in  the  National  Church's 
Stewardship  Office  and  Linkage  person  to 
the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  arrived  in 
Kinston  for  a  whirlwind  tour  of  the  diocese. 
Their  visit  to  East  Carolina  is  part  of  a  larger 
visitation  program  to  all  the  dioceses  in  the 
United  States.  The  response  to  similar 
meetings  conducted  three  years  ago  was  so 
positive  that  the  National  Church  promised 
to  return,  and  they  have. 

The  purpose  of  the  information- 
gathering  visits  are  threefold:  to  leave  a 
legacy  for  the  new  presiding  bishop  in  1998; 
to  continue  to  define  our  mission  as  a 
church;  and  to  talk  about  what  has  transpired 
since  the  last  meetings. 

Lane  and  Whitley  began  their  tour  of 
the  diocese  in  the  diocesan  office  in  Kinston, 
meeting  with  the  Rt.  Rev.  Sidney  Sanders, 
Bishop  of  East  Carolina;  the  Rev.  Frank 
Russ,  Assistant  for  Program  and  Ministry; 
Ms.  Jane  Wynne,  Assistant  for  Finance  and 
Administration;  and  Ms.  Carol  Taylor, 
Youth  Coordinator  and  other  staff  members. 
They  then  departed  with  Russ  to  visit  some 
of  the  key  ministries  in  the  Pamlico  Dean- 
ery. 

Greeted  by  the  Rev.  Nicholas  Ibarra  and 
Deacon  Sue  Moody-Duvall,  Lane  and 
Whitley  were  given  a  tour  of  San  Mateo  and 
a  taste  of  the  diocese's  ministry  to  Hispanic 
workers.  While  in  the  area,  they  also  visited 
a  seafood  plant  in  Germantown  which 
employs  many  of  the  seasonal  Hispanic 
workers.  There  they  met  several  workers 
who  expressed  their  gratitude  for  the 
ministry  of  San  Mateo.  The  visitors  also 
stopped  at  St.  John's  Mission,  a  100-year- 
old  church  building  recently  restored  by 
general  store  owner  Forest  Sears.  The 
mission  is  one  of  the  places  where  Fr.  Ibarra 
holds  Spanish-speaking  services. 

During  their  travels,  Lane  and  Whitley 
visited  St.  Mary's  in  Belhaven  where  they 
saw  the  Shepherd's  Staff,  a  crisis  assistance 
ministry,  offering  a  range  of  services 
including:  transportation,  services  to  the 
elderly,  employment  counseling,  medical 
attention,  discount  food,  and  clothing. 

From  there,  they  toured  the  Community 
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Developers  of  Beaufort-Hyde  County. 
Janice  Ellegor  was  their  tour  guide,  taking 
them  to  several  of  the  housing  sites  offering 
affordable  housing  to  the  poor  and  the 
elderly. 

Their  thirteen-hour  excursion  ended  at 
Trinity  Center  with  a  brief  tour  of  the  camp 
and  conference  center. 

Sharing  our  priorities 

On  the  following  day,  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  diocese  gathered  at  Trinity 
Center  to  meet  with  Lane  and  Whitley  and 
to  share  with  them  the  news,  accomplish- 
ments, hopes  and  dreams  of  the  diocese.  For 
the  first  item  of  discussion,  the  National 
Church  representatives  asked  what  were  the 
diocese's  priorities.  To  jump-start  the 
discussion,  the  Rev.  Bob  Hobgood,  Rector 
of  St.  Timothy's  in  Greenville,  said,  "They 
generally  have  something  to  do  with  serving 
the  Lord." 

As  the  discussion  got  rolling,  priorities 
identified  were: 

•  Covenant  with  the  Future  Capital  Funds 
Drive  —  a  three-part  funds  campaign: 
Completion  of  Trinity  Center;  Missionary 
Outreach  capital  needs;  Congregations  & 
Development  capital  needs 

•  Outreach/Servant  Ministry 

•  Evangelism  —  reaching  the  unchurched 

•  Youth  and  Camping  Program 

•  Trinity  Center 

When  discussing  outreach,  Executive 
Council  members  were  obviously  proud  of 
the  work  of  our  churches.  Members  agreed 
that  servant  ministry  is  a  real  strength  of  the 
diocese  and  that  since  Bishop  Sanders  has 
been  here,  the  diocese  has  become  much 
more  mission-oriented.  When  questioned  on 
the  number  of  churches  involved  in  out- 
reach, members  surmised  that  almost  ALL 
of  our  churches  are  involved  in  outreach  of 
some  form  or  another. 

Numerous  examples  of  outreach 
programs,  both  on  the  parochial  and  on  the 
diocesan  level,  were  offered.  They  ranged 
from  serving  meals  at  a  community  shelter; 
to  AIDS  counseling;  to  establishing  counsel- 
ing centers;  to  offering  unused  rectories  for 
homeless  programs,  to  ministering  to  the 
Hispanic  population  in  the  East  Carolina. 

The  Rev.  Frank  Russ  was  quick  to  point 
out  that  all  of  the  outreach  programs  that  we 
often  considered  "diocesan  ministries"  had 
their  birth  in  the  idea  of  an  individual  or  a 
church. 

The  youth  ministry  was  another 
bragging  point.  In  the  past  ten  years  youth 
events  in  the  diocese  have  seen  an  increase 
from  1,300  participants  to  2,500  participants. 
These  events  included  Happenings,  New 
Beginnings,  Diocesan  Youth  Events  (DYE), 
etc.  With  621  campers,  Camp  Trinity  will 
have  a  record  number  of  campers  for  the 
1996  camping  season. 

Carol  Taylor,  Youth  Coordinator, 
stated,  "There  is  a  lot  of  energy  from  our 
young  people  to  be  a  part  of  the  church.  The 
church  is  in  a  different  place  from  where  it 


was  fifteen  years  ago." 

Bishop  Sanders  echoed  Taylor's 
sentiments  stating,  "I  am  convinced  that  if  a 
young  person  goes  through  the  youth 
program  and  Camp  Trinity,  he  or  she  will  be 
a  different  person  with  a  different  set  of 
values." 

Likewise,  the  group's  fondness  for 
Trinity  Center  could  not  be  disguised.  One 
member  stated  that  Trinity  Center  is  the 
focal  point  for  the  whole  diocese  not  just  the 
youth.  It  is  also  a  part  of  our  outreach  by 
providing  programs  like  the  Sound  to  Sea 
environmental  education  program  for  fifth- 
graders  and  Elderhostel,  an  education 
program  offered  to  senior  citizens.  For 
many  visitors  to  Trinity  Center,  they  are 
given  their  first  glimpse  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  While  there,  many  begin  attending 
the  Morning  Prayer  offered  each  morning  in 
the  Chapel. 

Trinity  Center  is  also  the  spiritual  center 
for  the  diocese.  Thanks  to  the  leadership  of 
Flo  Shedd,  Trinity  Center  annually  hosts 
four  Quiet  Days  for  meditation  and  an 
Advent  and  a  Lenten  Retreat. 

Our  partnerships  in  ministry 

Like  any  interested  friend  or  family- 
member,  the  national  church  visitors 
naturally  wanted  to  know  about  friends  and 
our  relationship  with  those  around  us.  The 
group  cited  its  companion  diocese  relation- 
ship with  the  Diocese  of  Puerto  Rico  and 
the  sister  parish  relationships  with  Puerto 
Rico.  They  also  mentioned  that  our  ecu- 
menical partnerships  are  strengthened  by 
the  LARC  (Lutheran  Anglican  Roman 
Catholic)  Conference  held  at  Trinity  Center 
each  year.  Other  ecumenical  endeavors 
include:  outreach  programs  like  the  Good 
Shepherd  House  in  Wilmington,  the  Inter- 
faith  Refugee  Ministry,  and  the  Haitian 
Ministry;  youth  events;  two  Episcopal/ 
Lutheran  congregations;  the  university 
chaplaincy  at  UNC-Wilmington;  the  work  of 
our  military  chaplains;  and  pulpit  exchanges. 
Bishop  Sanders  also  noted  that  he  has  an 
extremely  good  relationship  with  the  Roman 
Catholic  and  Lutheran  bishops  in  North 
Carolina. 

Significant  links  to  the  Anglican 
Communion  were  also  noted.  The  diocese 
has  a  seminarian,  David  Stout,  studying  for 
the  year  at  Canterbury,  England.  Bishop 
Vache  has  had  his  sermon  which  he  deliv- 
ered at  the  special  convention  for  the 
election  of  a  bishop  coadjutor,  reprinted  in  a 
Canadian  newspaper.  The  diocese  request- 
ing permission  to  reprint  it  had  picked  it  up 
off  Quest,  an  on-line  computer  network, 
which  links  us  to  others  in  the  Anglican 
Communion 

In  discussing  the  diocese's  partnerships 
with  others,  the  Executive  Council  was  very 
complimentary  of  the  support  it  receives 
from  the  National  Church  Office,  commonly 
known  as  815,  because  of  its  street  address 
in  New  York  City.  In  particular.  Bishop 
Sanders  stated,  "We  have  been  consistently 


National  Church  visitors  Ms.  Maria 
Whitley  and  the  Rev.  John  Lane 
engage  the  Executive  Council  in 
news  of  the  diocese. 


pleased  with  the  stewardship  consultants 
sent  by  the  National  Office.  They  have  been 
superb  and  extremely  helpful." 

The  Rev.  Frank  Russ  said  that  working 
with  clergy  deployment,  he  knows  that 
search  committees  realize  what  a  valuable 
resource  the  National  Church  is.  Bishop 
Charles  Vache,  Assistant  Bishop  of  East 
Carolina,  echoed  Russ'  comments,  stating,  "I 
don't  know  how  you  could  do  without  it." 

When  asked  about  the  diocese's  rela- 
tionship with  Province  IV,  the  executive 
council  members  agreed  that  there  seems  to 
be  more  involvement  on  the  Provincial  level 
with  the  youth  and  the  ECW  than  with  any 
other  groups.    Bishop  Sanders  explained 
that  most  of  us  see  our  link  directly  with  the 
National  Church  rather  than  to  a  regional 
province.  Members  seemed  to  feel  that  if  a 
geographical  boundary  is  necessary  for 
administrative  purposes,  then  the  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina  would  feel  more  linked  to  a 
Mid-Atlantic  province. 

Support  from  the  National  Church 

Naturally  there  were  areas  cited  in 
which  members  felt  that  the  National  Church 
could  do  more  to  help  support  the  diocese. 
In  particular,  the  area  of  advertising  and 
public  relations  was  mentioned.  Unfortu- 
nately, those  assembled  were  all  too  aware 
of  the  budget  constraints  that  the  Episcopal 
Church,  USA  is  facing  in  light  of  the 
reduction  in  pledges  to  the  National  Church. 

Lane  and  Whitley  acknowledged  that 
the  church  cannot  keep  doing  the  same  old 
thing.  Because  the  National  Office  no 
longer  has  the  staff,  the  Episcopal  Church 
Center  is  becoming  a  network  of  networks 
explained  Whitley. 

"We  are  going  to  have  to  take  the  team 
approach  of  how  to  help  each  other,  if  we  are 
going  to  do  more  than  survive,"  said  Lane. 

Overall,  it  was  a  constructive  visit  that 
helped  to  strengthen  the  ties  between  family. 

The  visit  did  not  end  without  an 
invitation  being  extended  to  ALL  members 
of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  to  return  the 
visit.  Anyone  interested  in  seeing  and 
hearing  of  the  work  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
USA  is  invited  as  a  guest  to  attend  the 
national  convention  being  held  in  Philadel- 
phia next  summer  ( 1 997). 
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43-Person  confirmation  class  sets  record  for  St.  Timothy's 


by  Penny  Silvers 

On 

April  28, 
1996,  the  Rt. 
Rev.  Charles 
Vache, 
Assistant 
Bishop  of  the 
Diocese  of 
East  Caro- 
lina, confirmed  a  class  of  43  persons  at  St.  Timothy's, 
Greenville.  Thirty-six  youth  and  seven  adults  comprised  the 
largest  class  to  be  confirmed  in  the  history  of  St.  Timothy's. 
In  a  repetition  of  the  ancient  liturgy,  each  confirmand  knelt 
before  Bishop  Vache  to  receive  the  sign  of  the  cross  and  to 
reaffirm  baptismal  vows.  With  a  witnessing  congregation  of 
about  270,  the  43  were  "sent  forth  in  the  power  of  the  Spirit 
to  perform  the  service  [God]  set  before  them  (Service  of 
Holy  Baptism,  Book  of  Common  Prayer)." 

A  team  of  six  led  by  the  Rev.  Carolyn  Craig  was 
charged  with  the  task  of  teaching  the  confirmands.  The  team 
included  Pam  Burton,  Doug  McMillan,  Marty  Michaels, 
Penny  Silvers  and  Wanda  Yuhas.  The  Catechism  found  in 
the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  formed  the  backbone  of  the 
program.  Support  material  was  drawn  from  various  confir- 
mation curricula. 

A  surprise  ice  storm  delayed  the  start  of  the  course  in 
early  February.  The  normal  8-week  course  was  reduced  to  7 
weeks.  This  prompted  the  team  to  plan  a  one-day  retreat  for 
the  confirmands  to  cover  Anglican  church  history  and  the 
ministry  of  the  church.  Bishop  Vache  was  present  to  meet 
the  confirmands  and  to  discuss  the  differences  between 
Baptism  and  Confirmation.  The  retreat  became  the  highlight 


Diocese  of  East  Carolina 
Parish  Development  Profile 

What  size  parish  is  yours? 

Family  size  =  0-50  active  members 
Pastoral  size  =  50-150  active  members 
Program  size  =  150-350  active  members 
Corporate  size  =  350-500  active  members 

In  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  there 
are: 

21  Family  size  parishes 
24  Pastoral  size  parishes 
1 1  Program  size  parishes 
1 3  Corporate  size  parishes 

Proportion  of  Small  Parishes 

Of  our  69  parishes,  2/3  have  less  than  150  active 
members. 

Minimum  Budget 

The  current  minimum  budget  to  support  a  full-time 
priest  with  minimal  program  is:  $75,000. 

Given  the  average  pledge  of  $1 280  for  this  diocese. 
It  requires  a  minimum  of  59  pledging  units  to  sustain 
this  minimum  budget  level. 

36  of  our  69  parishes  (or  53%)  cannot  afford  the 
services  of  full-time  priests.  Several  others  are  just 
barely  sustaining  this  minimum. 


of  the  confirmation  course  for  most  of  the  participants.  It 
was  a  time  to  study  theology  and  church  history  in  a  fun  and 
interactive  way. 

Adult  sponsors  were  paired  with  each  youth  confirmand 
to  assist  in  understanding  the  material.  Together  with  the 
sponsor,  each  confirmand  was  required  to  complete  a  service 
project.  In  this  way,  the  community  at  St..  Timothy's  was 
active  in  the  process. 

Coordinating  all  the  people  involved  proved  to  be  a 
challenging  task  for  the  leaders. 
Weekly  meetings  were  needed  to  assess 
the  effectiveness  of  each  lesson.  Small 
group  time  on  Sundays  became  the 
necessary  link  between  individuals  and 
the  teaching  team. 

Partners  in  the  success  of  the 
program  were  the  confirmands  them- 
selves. Their  motivation,  insight, 
generosity  and  respect  for  each  other 
inspired  the  teachers.  On  the  day  of 
confirmation,  one  teacher  said,  "This  is 
like  birthing  all  over  again."  Indeed,  as 
each  confirmand  knelt  before  the 
Bishop,  it  was  difficult  to  remain 
unmoved. 

Members  of  the  confirmation  class 
included:  James  Bengala,  Jessica 
Bowman,  Caroline  Brock,  David 
Broyles,  Katie  Buck,  Katie  Buttery, 
Tommy  Buttery,  Jeff  Cary-Coleman, 
Leslie  Conner,  Ginger  Dail,  Abigail 
Dixon,  Alena  Eakins,  Rebecca  Forbes, 
Abra  Geissler,  David  Geissler,  Kevin 
Geissler,  Kyle  Geissler,  Casey  Holland, 


Michelle  Jacobson,  Amanda  Johnson,  Ashley  Joyner,  Chris 
Lamm,  Haig  Lea,  James  Leamy,  Brandan  Lennox,  Rory 
McLeod,  Annie  Mears,  Elizabeth  Mears,  Nick  Nunnally, 
Elliot  Peele,  Michael  Peterson,  Richard  Peterson,  Georgette 
Ponder,  Erik  Shewmaker,  Katy  Singhas,  Linda  Singhas, 
Mary  Tjarks,  Lauren  Vincent,  Zachary  Wight,  Alex  Will- 
iams, Rachel  Williams,  Caitlin  Willis,  Katie  Yuhas.  May 
each  of  them  increase  in  God's  heavenly  grace  more  and 
more  each  day. 


Nancy  and  Phil  Craig  lead  retreat  in  Wisconsin 

The  annual  retreat  for  the  affiliates  of  The  Order  of  Julian  of  Norwich  was 
led  this  year  by  the  Rev.  Phillip  Craig  and  Nancy  Craig.  From  May  9  to  15,  the 
Craigs  from  St.  Mary's  Church  in  Kinston,  who  have  been  oblates  of  the  Order 
for  several  years,  were  in  Waukesha,  Wisconsin,  where  they  were  joined  by 
other  affiliates  of  the  Order.  Julian  of  Norwich  is  the  14th  Century  English 
mystic  for  whom  our  chapel  at  Trinity  Center  is  named. 

In  the  medieval  church,  a  recluse  was  one  of  the  most  honored  of  all 
religious  figures.  In  a  small  cell  attached  to  the  southeast  corner  of  the  little 
parish  church  of  St.  Julian  in  Norwich,  England,  this  remarkable  woman  lived 
out  her  life  of  prayer  and  service. 

The  Order  of  Julian  of  Norwich  was  founded  in  this  country  with  the 
specific  intention  of  reclaiming  the  ancient  tradition  of  contemplative  (silent) 
prayer.  When  asked  to  describe  silent  prayer,  Nancy  said,  "There  is  the  prayer 
of  doing'  (speaking,  action,  etc.)  and  there  is  the  prayer  of  'being.'  Contempla- 
tive prayer  is  the  prayer  of 'being.'  "  The  theme  of  the  retreat.  "Silent  Heart, 
Listening  Heart,"  suggests  that  in  any  effort  to  listen  and  hear  another  voice  it  is 
first  necessary  to  be  quiet. 

There  are  a  growing  number  of  people  in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  who 
are  becoming  affiliates  with  the  Order  of  Julian  of  Norwich. 

If  you  are  interested  in  additional  information  about  the  Order,  you  may 
contact  Flora  Shedd,  106  Mulberry  Ct.  Pine  Knoll  Shores,  NC,  28512  or  The 
Rev.  Phil  Craig  or  Nancy  Craig,  801  Roundtree  St.,  Kinston,  NC  28501. 


Tell  the  Secret! 


by  the  Rev.  Jeff  Douglas 

Over  half  of  our  parishes  cannot  afford  the  services  of  a 
full-time  priest.  Several  other  parishes  are  being  pushed 
harder  and  harder  to  keep  a  full-time  priestly  presence. 
Unless  we  begin  to  take  seriously  the  mission  our  Lord  gave 
the  Church  to,  "Go  therefore  and  make  disciples  of  all 
nations. .."(Matt  28:19),  the  decline  in  population  in  our  rural 
areas  and  the  increasing  costs  of  hiring  a  full-time  rector  will 
continue  to  force  more  and  more  of  our  parishes  into  accept- 
ing the  part-time  presence  of  a  priest.  The  Episcopal  Church 
in  East  Carolina  may  become  a  church  of  cities  and  suburbs 
with  no  ministry  in  our  rural  communities. 

At  a  recent  conference  on  church  growth, 
a  woman  from  Philadelphia  wondered  what 
all  the  fuss  was  about.  "After  all,"  she  said, 
"everyone  who  wants  to  be  an  Episcopalian, 
in  Philadelphia,  is."  During  a  recent  survey  of 
lay  leaders  and  clergy  in  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina,  one  of  the  top  priorities  given  was  to 
reach  "the  unchurched"  and  yet  when  it  came 
time  to  allocate  money  towards  programs  to 
attract  "the  unchurched",  suddenly  "the 
unchurched"  became  one  of  the  lowest 
priorities. 

These  are  typical  attitudes  towards  church  growth  and 
congregational  development  in  the  Episcopal  church.  We 
tend  to  believe  that  our  heritage  speaks  for  itself  and  that 
there  will  always  be  a  select  group  of  individuals,  usually  our 
offspring,  who  will  perpetuate  the  traditions  of  Anglicanism 
in  the  United  States.  We  fear  being  ever  seen  as  hawkers  of 
religion  on  the  public  street  corners  or  airwaves  of  the  media. 
We  were  brought  up  that  our  religion,  as  with  our  money,  is  a 
very  private  affair  that  one  should  never  speak  about  pub- 
licly. 


The  Episcopal  Church 
has  the  potential  to 
triple  its  2.5  million 
membership.  Ethos  90, 
a  recent  demographic 
study,  showed  3%  of 
the  US  population  (7.5 
million  people)  identify 
their  church  preference 
as  "Episcopal." 


However,  denominational  loyalty  among  those  under 
forty  is  almost  non-existent.  "Baby  Boomers"  (35-50  year 
olds)  are  the  most  likely  to  maintain  their  membership  in  the 
church  of  their  childhood,  but  those  who  do  are  in  the 
minority.  "Generation  X"  (26-34  year  olds)  and  the  so- 
called  "Buster  Generation"  (18-25  year  olds)  have  little 
denominational  loyalty  and  look  at  the  Church  with  a 
consumer  mentality.  These  groups  typically  demand  a  high 
level  of  services  (childcare,  youth  programs,  support  groups, 
etc.)  from  a  parish  and  they  look  for  churches  that  are 
mission-driven.  Their  church  must  be  more  than  simply  a 
place  to  go  on  Sunday  morning. 

The  young  look  to  the  church  to  help  meet 
their  physical,  relational,  mental,  social  and 
spiritual  needs.  They  like  sports  teams  and 
fitness  programs.  They  want  a  church  that 
will  expand  their  friendships  and  deepen 
family  events.  They  like  entertainment  and 
music.  The  environment  is  tops  in  their  social 
conscience.  They  spiritually  thirst  for  a  sense 
of  peace. 

The  Episcopal  Church  offers  much  to  the 
younger  generations.  They  like  our  openness 
to  questioning  and  doubt.  Young  people 
appreciate  that  there  are  seldom  easy  answers 
for  our  most  profound  questions.  They  are  drawn  by  the 
sense  of  mystery  that  is  reflected  in  our  worship.  Youth 
takes  readily  to  an  "incarnational  faith"  that  looks  for  the 
Christ  within  each  person  and  gives  us  the  sense  that  God  is 
truly  with  us.  But  it  is  up  to  us  to  get  this  message  out— to 
tell  the  secret! 

This  is  the  first  in  a  series  of  articles  from  The  Department 
of  Congregations  &  Development  designed  to  aid  parishes 
in  making  new  disciples. 
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Celebrating  with  Confidence — a  workshop  by  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Howard  Hanchey 


by  Lynn  Graham 

Look  who's  returning  to  eastern  North  Carolina.  The 
one  and  only,  the  original  Howard  Hanchey!  Dr.  Hanchey, 
noted  author  and  pastor,  is  the  featured  speaker  at  a  confer- 
ence sponsored  by  the  Department  of  Christian  Formation  in 
Wilmington  at  St.  James'  church  on  August  9  and  10. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Hanchey  knows  the  ministry  of  the  church 
from  the  inside  out,  as  a  lay  person,  Sunday  school  teacher, 
parish  priest,  hospital  chaplain  and  pastoral  counselor.  Now 
serving  as  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  the  Episcopal  Theo- 
logical Seminary  in  Virginia,  he  holds  the  Arthur  Lee 
Kinsolving  chair  of  Pastoral  Theology.  He  is  equally  at 
home  discussing  Christian  education  in  both  large  and  small 
congregations.  Recently  he  has  also  authored  two  widely 
used  books  on  evangelism  and  church  leadership.  From 
Survival  to  Celebration  is  currently  being  used  by  a 
number  of  dioceses  as  an  aid  in  rethinking  their  vision  on 
mission  (see  review  page  9).  It  is  also  often  used  by  clergy 
and  individual  congregations,  some  in  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina. 

In  addition  to  From  Survival  to  Celebration,  Howard 
Hanchey  is  the  author  of  Creative  Christian  Education 
and  its  much  acclaimed  companion,  Christian  Education 
Made  Easy. 

Gretchen  Wolff  Pritchard,  writing  in  the  Sunday  Paper 
says  "Hanchey  is  an  engagingly  garrulous,  ingeneous  guide, 
with  a  spring  in  his  step  and  a  gleam  in  his  eye.  The  Church 
could  do  with  a  few  more  priests  with  his  enthusiasm,  verve, 
and  unabashed  eagerness  to  dance  before  the  Lord." 

The  focus  for  Friday,  August  9,  will  be  LEADERSHIP 
FOR  THE  CONFIDENT  CHRISTIAN  CHURCH.  Working 
from  the  perspective  of  a  sacramental  pastoral  theology,  Dr. 
Hanchey  will  think  with  us  about  the  shape  of  effective 
clergy  and  lay  leadership.  He  writes:  "A  mission  mindset 
breathes  life  into  the  church  through  celebration,  while  its 


opposite,  a  maintenance  mindset,  consumes  the  church  with 
its  emphasis  on  survival.  A  mission  mindset  first  of  all 
values  the  ministry  of  God  at  work  in  the  world.  It  is  a 
mindset  that  rejoices  in  the  everyday  work  of  God  in  the 
midst  of  life.  A  maintenance  mindset,  on  the  other  hand  — 
and  I'll  wager  that  it  heavily  influences  your  leadership  in  the 
church  —  too  much  values  the  work  of  the  church  in  the 
world." 

Dr.  Hanchey  will  cover  such  topics  as: 

•  Shifting  the  ministry  paradigm:  Moving  a  congregation 
from  valuing  works  to  valuing  grace. 

•  Developing  a  positive  parish  attitude:  Exploring  the 
ministry  of  adoration,  praise  and  thanksgiving  (BCP 
856),  and  its  impact  on  preaching  and  fund  raising. 

•  Shifting  the  evangelism  paradigm:  From  what  we  ought 
to  believe  to  an  Anglican  celebration  of  Jesus  and  His 
ministry  (BCP  849). 

•  Shifting  the  vestry  meeting  paradigm:  From  business  to 
bliss. 

•  Shifting  the  every  member  canvass  paradigm:  From 
dread  to  joy  and  opportunity. 

•  Shifting  the  budget  paradigm:  Confidence  with  a 
deficit  —  or  might  we  truly  walk  on  the  water? 

•  Shifting  the  educational  paradigm  from  the  public 
school  model  to  a  celebration  of  God's  model,  using 
Bible  stories. 


The  Rev.  Dr. 
Howard  Hanchey 


for  grace? 
•  How  do  leaders  lift  vision  from 
earthly  things  to  heavenly  things? 

Saturday's  focus  will  be  DEVEL- 
OPING THE  SUNDAY  MORNING 
CELEBRATION.  With  a  view  toward 
the  way  in  which  God  works  to  develop 
faith  in  both  children  and  adults,  Dr.  Hanchey  will  explore 
with  us  the  ways  and  means  to  construct  a  Sunday  school 
program  with  faith  development,  fun  and  celebration  in 
mind.  If  you  are  looking  for  ideas  and  encouragement,  don't 
miss  this  workshop. 

The  conference  begins  at  6:30  Friday  night  with  a 
celebration  Communal  Feast  and  includes  breakfast,  lunch, 
and  a  light  snack  the  following  day.  The  conference 
concludes  with  a  celebration  Eucharist  on  Saturday  afternoon 
at  2:30. 

It  is  our  hope  that  Dr.  Hanchey's  message  will  speak  to 
clergy  and  lay  leadership  as  well  as  folks  who  have  a  keen 
and  heartfelt  interest  in  the  church.  Ask  you  parish  priest  for 
an  application  or  use  the  registration  form  provided  below. 

("REGISTRATION  FOlTHAlvCHEY^^k^HOP  | 


Hanchey  will  answer  such  questions  as: 

■  What  qualities  of  leadership  build  a  confident  spirit  in 
the  church? 

•  How  can  leadership  help  a  congregation  develop  a 
positive  parish  attitude? 

■  Why  are  some  congregations  obsessed  with  survival 
while  others  travel  the  road  to  celebration? 

■  Why  do  many  contemporary  congregations  confuse 
theology  with  ecclesiology,  and  substitute  good  works 


Mail  Registration/check  to: 
Mrs.  Kristen  Atkinson 
St.  John's  Episcopal  Church 
219  Forest  Hills  Drive 
Wilmington,  NC  28403 


Name: 


Address: 


Registration  Deadline:  JULY  29,  1996 
Checks  payable:  St.  John's  Episcopal  Church 


Parish: 
Phone: 


I  plan  to  attend  (circle  one): 

Friday  Night  (enclose  check  for  $10) 
Saturday  (enclose  check  for  $15) 
[  Friday  and  Saturday  (enclose  check  for  $25) 


Seeds  planted  at  annual  ECW  meeting 


Ecw 


by  Catherine  Pollard 


The  One  Hundred  and  Eighth  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Episcopal  Church  Women  of  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina  was  held  on  Tuesday, 

m April  30,1996,  at  St.  James'  Church,  Wilming- 
ton. The  morning  was  warm  and  humid,  and 
from  the  west  there  were  storm  clouds  moving  in 
^^^■p    fast,  as  women  quickly  registered  and  entered  the 
^^^^^    sanctuarj  ol  the  church.  ( )ur  meeting  began  as  a 
"^^P^     heavy  rain  began  to  fall  outside. 

Mrs.  Jane  Hight  McMurry,  President  of  the 
g  St-  James'  ECW,  extended  a  warm  welcome  to 

J    everyone  present  that  day.  In  her  opening 

remarks  she  compared  ECW  members  to  flowers 
in  a  garden  —  some  fragile,  some  prickly,  having  deep  faith 
—  and  all  like  tall  sunflowers,  "which  look  to  Heaven  "  for 
what  they  need. 

The  business  meeting  which  followed  was  presided  over 
by  Mrs.  Frances  vonRosenberg,  President  of  ECW,  Diocese 
of  East  Carolina.  Mrs.  vonRosenberg  introduced  the  guest 
speaker,  Mrs.  Mary  MacGregor,  ECW  President  of  the 
Diocese  of  Texas  and  Leader  of  the  Presidents'  Sharing  Time 
at  the  recent  Triennial.  This  young,  enthusiastic  speaker 
chose  as  the  subject  of  her  address,  Episcopal  Church 
Women  Moving  into  the  Next  Millennium. 

Mrs.  MacGregor  began  her  talk  by  saying  that  those 
ECW  organizations  today  which  are  growing  in  active 
members  are  attracting  young  women  who  most  probably  are 
well  educated  and  in  large  numbers  are  working  outside  the 
home.  These  ECW  organizations  are  the  ones  presenting 


their  members  with  a  "vision  and  hope"  that  make  the  women 
of  the  Episcopal  Church  instruments  of  "God's  will  in  His 
church"  and  in  return  "bless  their  lives  abundantly."  She 
added  a  personal  note  saying  that  God  opened  a  door  for  her 
through  which  her  potentials  have  been  used  in  ECW  and  she 
in  return  has  been  nurtured.  Mrs.  MacGregor  shared  with  us 
her  experiences  at  Triennial  and  the  insights  she  gained  from 
being  leader  of  the  Presidents'  Sharing  Time.  In  concluding 
her  outstanding  program  MacGregor  offered  her  formula  for 
a  successful  ECW:  one-third  time  spent  in  outreach  to  a 
hurting  world;  one-third  time  spent  in  "in-reach"  to  promote 
fellowship  among  members;  plus  one-third  time  spent  in 
spiritual  growth  because  the  "Holy  Spirit  moves  in  powerful 
ways." 

In  concluding  the  business  portion  of  the  meeting,  Mrs. 
vonRosenberg  in  her  last  comments  to  us  as  President  of  the 
Diocesan  ECW,  said  her  goals  during  the  past  three  years 
have  been  to  bring  our  younger  women  into  active  member- 
ship in  ECW;  to  revise  the  operating  structure  of  ECW;  and 
to  make  the  diocese  more  aware  of  what  the  ECW  is  doing. 

Before  beginning  his  homily  during  the  corporate 
Communion  which  followed  the  business  meeting,  the  Rt. 
Rev.  Charles  Vache  read  a  letter  sent  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  B. 
Sidney  Sanders  to  Mrs.  vonRosenberg  in  acknowledgment  of 
her  three  years  of  service  as  President  of  the  ECW,  Diocese 
of  East  Carolina.  In  his  letter  Bishop  Sanders  recognized 
Mrs.  vonRosenberg  for  her  "love,  faithfulness,  and  Christian 
witness  "  as  a  "sister-in-Christ  and  friend."  In  his  homily 
Bishop  Vache  recalled  the  time  he  spent  in  the  Holy  Land  as 
Dean  of  St.  George's  Cathedral  in  Jerusalem.  He  created  in 
each  of  us  a  vivid  mental  picture  of  the  gray,  beige  desert  of 


the  Holy  Land.  When  at  last  it  rains  in  the  desert,  seeds 
which  have  lain  on  the  desert  sand  burst  into  bloom  and  the 
desert  is  alive  with  color.  In  a  like  manner.  Bishop  Vache 
said,  we  plant  the  seeds  for  Christ  when  people  see  Him 
through  us,  and  in  His  time  "God  will  give  the  increase." 

During  the  offertory,  Mrs.  Dencie  Page,  of  Trinity 
Church  in  Lumberton,  was  installed  as  the  new  President  of 
ECW,  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  along  with  other  members 
of  the  new  ECW  Board. 

Following  the  worship  service,  ECW  members  enjoyed 
fellowship  and  a  delicious  luncheon  served  in  the  Great  Hall 
of  St.  James'  Church.  To  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Charles 
vonRosenberg  and  the  women  of  St.  James'  who  extended 
such  warm  hospitality  to  the  Executive  Board  at  dinner  on 
April  29,  and  to  all  the 
members  of  St.  James' 
who  made  ECW 
members  feel  so 
welcome  on  April  30,  go 
our  thanks  and  grati- 
tude! 

The  rain  was  ending 
as  ECW  members  left 
St.  James'  Church  to 
begin  their  trips  home. 
They  had  been  "wa- 
tered" and  nourished 
like  flowers  knowing 
that  God  would  take  and 
use  them  for  His 
purpose. 


Mrs.  Frances  vonRosenberg 
greets  (on  left)  Mrs.  Mary 
MacGregor  before  the  Annual 
ECW  meeting  held  in 
Wilmington  at  St.  James' 
Church. 
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Children  by  Jesus'  side  during  Holy  Week 


by  Ann  Bustard 

Sixty  children  of  Christ  Church,  New  Bern, 
not  only  heard  about  the  Passion  of  Jesus  Christ 
this  year,  they  experienced  it.  They  had  come 
to  witness  the  events  in  the  final  week  of  Jesus' 
life  as  members  of  the  assembled  crowd. 
Approximately  1 7  young  teens  played  the  roles 
of  individuals  who  were  involved  in  the  events 
of  Holy  Week  beginning  with  Jesus  riding  into 
Jerusalem  on  his  donkey  and  ending  with  his 
crucifixion  and  burial  in  the  tomb. 

First,  children  waited  on  the  side  lawn  to 
see  Jesus  pass  by  on  a  real  colt  as  he  traveled  to 
Jerusalem.  The  actors  and  the  crowd  waved 
palm  branches  and  shouted,  "Hosanna." 

Leaving  the  churchyard,  the  children 
entered  the  education  building  where  scenes 
were  set  up  in  various  Sunday  school  rooms,  the 


Parish  Hall,  and  the  sanctuary.  The  procession  moved  to  the 
Marketplace.  Jesus  talked  about  his  fears  to  the  shopkeepers, 
leaders  and  religious  people  of  the  Old  City.  He  stressed  the 
importance  of  having  a  relationship  with  God. 

Moving  to  the  Upper  Room,  the  children  sat  down  with 
Jesus  and  his  twelve  disciples  to  share  the  Passover  meal  on 
Maundy  Thursday.  Jesus  broke  a  wafer  and  gave  everyone  a 
vanilla  wafer  to  represent  His  body  and  a  cup  of  grape  juice 
to  represent  His  blood.  After  supper,  Jesus  washed  the  feet 
of  several  disciples  to  show  that  He  wanted  these  12  men  to 
love  others  and  to  be  servants  to  others.  It  was  explained  that 
a  man  called  Judas  would  betray  Jesus  and  tell  the  Temple 
guards  where  to  find  him. 

Jesus  went  to  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane  to  pray  with 
three  of  his  disciples.  When  they  fell  asleep,  He  was  disap- 
pointed that  they  could  not  stay  awake  and  pray  with  Him  on 
this  very  important  night. 

Suddenly  Jesus  and  the  others  heard  noises,  the  Temple 
guards  had  come  to  take  Jesus  to  the  Praetorium  to  be  handed 


over  to  Pontius  Pilate,  the  Roman  governor,  for  questioning. 
After  Pilate  had  talked  to  Jesus,  he  turned  to  the  crowd  and 
said,  "1  find  no  fault  in  Him.  What  has  he  done?"  asked 
Pilate.  The  crowd  continued  to  shout.  "Crucify  him." 

Jesus  was  led  away  by  the  crowd  to  Calvary  carrying  a 
huge  cross  made  from  a  tree.  The  Rev.  Bob  Dannals,  Rector 
of  Christ  Church,  talked  to  the  participants  about  the  Cruci- 
fixion. Finally,  the  body  of  Jesus  was  carried  to  the  tomb  for 
burial.  It  was  stressed  that  Jesus  would  rise  from  the  dead  on 
Easter  Day. 

This  is  the  second  year  for  this  children's  liturgy.  Our 
purpose  is  for  young  children  to  comprehend  what  happened 
during  Holy  Week  by  participating  in  the  actual  events. 

Our  wish  is  that  you  may  decide  to  have  a  similar  service 
at  your  church  on  Good  Friday.  We  will  gladly  help  you  in 
every  way  possible. 

—  Ann  Bustard  is  the  Director  of  Children's  Ministries  at 
Christ  Church  in  New  Bern. 


Children  in  Wilmington  meet 
Jesus  at  half-day  Lenten  camp 


by  Kirsten  Atkinson 

It  was  like  being  in  math  class  all  over  again. ..learning 
the  equation  and  plugging  in  the  numbers.  Knowing  the 
formula  that  works  and  using  the  numbers  in  their  proper 
places  was  the  key. 

That  was  my  analysis  of  the  half-day  Lenten  camp  that 
Wilmington-area  churches  produced  this  Lenten  season.  Not 
knowing  if  this  new  project  would  "fly",  we  —  the  Christian 
Education  Directors  of  the  Wilmington-area  Episcopal 
Churches:  St.  John's,  St.  Andrew's,  St.  James',  St.  Paul's  and 
Good  Shepherd  — took  the  formula  that  we  knew  worked  and 
began  applying  the  components. 

We  wanted  to  provide  children  with  an 
opportunity  to  learn  about  Jesus  and  be  in 
fellowship  more  than  just  during  Vacation  Bible 
School. 

We  had  a  grand  time  doing  so  and  the 
children  (ages  K-5th  grade)  did  too!  A  sunny 
day  blessed  us  with  an  even  greater  sense  of 
excitement  and  thanksgiving  for  the  things  we 
were  about  to  learn  on  that  day.  The  children 
were  welcomed  with  banner  coloring  "en  mass" 
and  prayer.  Then  we  were  filled  with  a  little 
learning  as  to  why  clergy  wear  the  colors  they  do 
during  our  church  seasons. 

When  guest  rector,  the  Rev.  Janet  Tarbox, 
asked  why  clergy  wear  white  on  "special 
occasions"  like  weddings  and  funerals,  one  little 
boy  anxiously  raised  his  hand  saying  rectors 
wear  white  to  funerals  because  it's  pale  and  so 
are  dead  people?  His  answer  was  as  innocent  as 
it  comes  and  we  all  learned  and  laughed  together. 
Soon  after,  the  group  divided  up,  venturing  into 
stories  that  took  us  into  flower  gardens,  spring- 
time thoughts,  and  the  gift  of  Jesus. 

We  also  painted  the  pots  that  would  hold  the 
bulbs  we  planted  representing  the  wonderful  gift 
of  life  made  anew.  The  remaining  time  was 
spent  in  song  and  PIZZA! 

All  the  elements  of  the  formula  came 
together — the  opportunity,  the  teaching  moment, 
the  food  &  fellowship,  the  song;  the  story,  and 
most  of  all,  the  commitment  from  those  who 


participated.  We'll  see  you  again  next  year 
for  the  Lenten  half-day  camp.  Thanks  be  to 
God! 

—  Kirsten  Atkinson  is  the  Director  of 
Religious  Education  at  St.  John 's  Episcopal 
Church  in  Wilmington. 


Kids  say  the 
darnedest  things 

From  the  Advent  Advisor, 

newsletter  of  the  Church  of  the  Advent, 

Kit  Reddick,  editor. . . 

March  1996 

Sitting  down  to  lunch  at  home  one  day  with  three-year- 
old  daughter  Katherine,  Tracy  Casey  suggested  that  perhaps 
they  should  start  adopting  the  custom  of  saying  a  blessing. 
Replying  that  she  already  knew  one,  Katherine  solemnly 
closed  her  eyes,  bowed  her  head  and  placed  her  bands 
together  in  the  proper  prayer  gesture  and  began,  "I  pledge 
allegiance  to  the  flag  of  the  United  States  of  America,..." 
Katherine  then  ended  her  blessing  with  a  very  appropriate 
and  reverent  "Amen." 

March  1996 

Upon  seeing  the  unusually  extensive  procession  of  over 
twenty  choir  members  and  acolytes  and  clergy  at  the  morn- 
ing service  on  the  occasion  of  the  bishop's  visit, 
kindergartener  Harrison  Peel  was  overheard  to  remark, 
"Look,  they  have  flags  in  the  parade  today." 

April  1996 

It  was  the  Sunday  of  the  bishop's  annual  visitation  to  the 
Church  of  the  Ad  vent. 

Sunday  School  teachers  Adele  Dees  and  Sue  Westervelt 
were  leading  their  pre-kindergarten  class  in  a  "discussion" 
about  Jesus  as  a  teacher  as  they  showed  the  children  a 
picture  of  an  adult  Jesus  wearing  a  purple  robe.  In  walked 
the  Right  Reverend  B.  Sidney  Sanders  and  the  Reverend 
Jim  Horton,  making  their  rounds  visiting  the  Sunday  School 
classes.  Three-year-old  Sara  Manning  Chesson  immediately 
began  to  study  the  bishop  with  a  great  deal  of  intent  concen- 
tration. Obviously  struck  by  his  purple  clerical  shirt,  and  in 
light  of  the  recent  classroom  discussion,  Sara  Manning  said 
very  quietly,  and  perhaps  in  some  disbelief  —  "Look,  it's 
Jesus!" 
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Creative  Christian  Stewardship  Grant  requests 
down 


by  Alicia  Alford 

The  number  of  organizations  approaching  the  Creative 
Christian  Stewardship  Grant  Allocation  Committee  was 
down  at  its  last  meeting  reports  John  Carter,  Committee 
Chair.  Only  three  organizations  requested  funds:  San  Mateo, 
Pitt  County  Aids  Service  Organization  (PICASO)  and 
Albemarle  Manna. 

The  committee  is  unsure  of  the  reason  for  the  decrease 
in  requests.  It  may  be  due  to  the  change  in  the  procedure  for 
requesting  funds  says  Carter.  In  1993  requests  began  to  be 
funneled  through  the  deanery  councils  before  being  for- 
warded to  the  allocation  committee.  The  idea  was  to  give 
deaneries  a  chance  to  take  ownership  in  the  outreach 
happening  in  their  area.  Now  organizations  seeking  funds 
must  appear  before  the  two  groups  to  make  a  grant  request. 
It  may  be  a  simple  issue  of  time  that  has  caused  the  decrease 
in  requests. 

Another  possible  explanation  is  that  in  the  past  many  of 


the  organizations  that  requested  funds  were  seeking  seed 
money  to  get  started  or  to  start  a  special  project  or  program. 
Many  of  the  organizations  may  have  moved  beyond  such 
needs.  A  third  explanation  is  that  organizations  simply  don't 
know  of  the  availability  of  the  funds. 

Creative  Christian  Stewardship  Grants  are  funded  by  the 
Episcopal  Foundation  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina.  In 
1984  the  Stewardship  Committee  recommended  that  a 
portion  of  the  Foundation's  earnings  be  given  away  as  grant 
money — the  Foundation  would  model  responsible  Christian 
stewardship.  The  Executive  Council  approved  the  idea  as  a 
move  toward  50/50  giving. 

The  guidelines  for  dispersing  Creative  Christian  Stew- 
ardship Grants  are  very  loose.  Grants  are  awarded  to  any 
worthy  organization  regardless  of  its  affiliation  with  the 
diocese  or  the  Episcopal  Church.  The  funds  are  used  to 
respond  to  victims  of  natural  disasters  and  crisis  and  to 
support  worthwhile  community  outreach.  In  the  past,  grants 
have  been  awarded  to  organizations  such  as:  Hertford  County 
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Habitat  for  Humanity;  SMARTY  (St.  Mark's  Addresses  Real 
Troubles  of  Youth);  the  Key  of  Jacksonville,  an  afterschool 
tutorial  program;  Caregivers,  an  organization  in  Greenville 
which  serves  the  needs  of  older  adults;  and  MENTOR,  a 
program  in  Kinston  for  disadvantaged  youth. 

The  Creative  Christian  Stewardship  Grant  Committee 
meets  bi-annually  for  hearings.  They  forward  their  recom- 
mendation for  the  allocation  of  funds  to  the  Executive 
Council  for  final  approval  of  the  disbursements. 

The  Allocation  Committee's  next  scheduled  hearing  is 
October  24,  1996.  In  addition  to  the  $32,500  remaining  for 
allocation  from  the  1996  diocesan  budget,  there  is  an  addi- 
tional $15,400  left  over  from  the  1995  budget. 

If  you  know  of  a  worthy  organization  in  need  of  funds, 
please  encourage  it  to  submit  a  grant  request  to  the  appropri- 
ate deanery,  so  the  request  can  be  considered  at  the  October 
meeting.  Grant  request  forms  are  available  from  the  diocesan 
office,  919/522-0885. 


New  Model  of  Leadership 


A  Book  review  by  the  Rev.  G.  Edward  Dunlap 
From  Survival  to  Celebration  by  Howard  Hcmchey 

Every  few  years  a  new  buzz  word  comes  into  use  in 
theological  and  church  circles.  The  new  buzz  word  that  is 
fashion  at  the  present  time  is  paradigm.  A  paradigm  is  an 
example,  pattern  or  model.  Howard  Hanchey's  book  From 
Survival  to  Celebration  gives  us  a  model  of  leadership  for  a 
confident  church.  Mr.  Hanchey's  premise  is  that  a  confident 
church  is  a  church  that  has  made  the  leap  from  maintaining 
itself  to  doing  the  mission  our  Lord  has  given  us.  His  second 
premise  is  that  the  Church  should  be  about  celebrating  what 
God  is  doing  in  the  world,  rather  than  celebrating  the  work  of 
the  church. 

The  book  goes  on  to  describe  how  confident  leadership 
can  begin  to  transform  the  local  maintenance  minded  parish 
into  a  mission  minded  parish.  The  eight  chapters  covered  in 
the  book  begin  with  seeing  visions  and  dreams  to  the  last 
chapter  of  hope  for  the  future,  a  new  model  for  Church 
leadership.  The  chapters  in  between  deal  with  leadership, 
theology  of  celebration,  stress  and  burnout,  inspirational 
leadership,  celebration  in  the  congregation  and  remaking  the 
vision. 

I  found  this  book  very  exciting.  Not  only  does  Hanchey 
give  us  a  new  theology  of  church  leadership,  it  is  also  a  how- 
to  book,  with  study  questions  in  the  back  and  concrete 
suggestions  for  turning  the  church  around.  I  recommend  this 
book  for  all  parish  clergy,  vestry  persons,  Christian  education 
directors  and  all  people  engaged  in  leadership  in  the  church. 
I  believe  you  find  a  new  model  of  leadership  for  your  church 
in  this  book. 

No  magic  to  being  magnetic 
church,  just  common  sense 

A  Book  review  by  Joe  West 

How  to  Build  a  Magnetic  Church  by  Herb  Miller.  Abingdon 
Press.  122  pages. 


Anyone  interested  in  attracting  new  members  to  their 
church  —  and  who  shouldn't  be  about  that  kind  of  business 
—  might  want  to  spend  a  few  hours  with  Herb  Miller. 
He  knows  a  lot  of  secrets  about  cultivating  newcomers, 
many  of  them  gleaned  from  a  survey  of  nearly  1,500  new 
church  members.  Miller  gladly  shares  these  insights  in  his 
book  "How  to  Build  a  Magnetic  Church." 

What  is  quickly  obvious  is  that  most  of  what  he  says  is 
just  good,  common  sense,  if  we  just  think  about  it.  Trouble 
is,  we  often  don't. 

The  big  thrust  in  evangelism  these  days  is  not  to  orga- 
nize new  congregations,  says  Miller,  but  to  encourage 
existing  congregations  to  reach  more  people.  And  that  can 
often  be  more  difficult  than  adding  brick  and  mortar,  he 
notes.  In  many  churches,  such  outreach  will  require  a  shift  of 
scarce  resources,  a  desire  to  change  and  willingness  to 
acquire  new  skills  and  habits. 

Most  well-established  congregations  are  designed  to 
repel  newcomers,  says  Miller,  who  is  Executive  Director  of 
the  National  Evangelistic  Association  of  the  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ).  Such  congregations  look 
inward  rather  than  out.  They  are  there  for  the  people  who 
already  know  the  rules,  times  of  services  and  where  the  rest 
rooms  are  located. 

One  of  the  main  things  Miller  stresses  is  that  churches 
must  broadcast  their  message  to  a  wider  audience,  because  a 
large  percentage  of  new  members  come  from  other  denomi- 
nations. In  what  he  terms  "transfer  ecumenism,"  Miller  notes 
that  lay  people  are  already  uniting  various  denominations 
while  church  leaders  are  just  talking  about  it.  They  don't  care 
about  the  sigh  on  the  front  lawn.  And  that  poses  a  problem 
for  some  mainline  churches,  as  they  see  members  drifting 
away. 

"Church  leaders  can  no  longer  count  on  the  automatic 
allegiance  of  the  masses  to  denominations  and  traditions," 
says  Miller,  as  a  means  of  growth. 

The  main  difference  between  churches  that  are  growing 
and  those  that  are  stagnating,  he  says,  is  how  inviting  they 
are  to  others. 

"When  a  church  isn't  growing,  its  members  are  not 


inviting,"  says  Miller.  "No  amount  of  theological  expression 
from  the  pulpit  can  overcome  a  lack  of  invitational  expres- 
sion from  the  pews." 

People  pick  churches  the  same  way  they  pick  their 
friends,  because  of  the  "relationship"  to  those  who  invite 
them  to  attend.  Miller  even  suggests  that  churches  consider 
designating  a  special  "Open  House  Sunday"  or  "Bring  a 
Friend  Sunday"  to  attract  newcomers. 

Other  "inviting"  traits  include  the  condition  of  the 
building,  grounds  and  signs.  He  says  a  church  should  show 
that  it  cares  inside  and  out.  Other  ways  of  soliciting  new- 
comers include  informative  ads  in  the  yellow  pages,  and 
spots  on  radio  and  TV.  But,  he  stresses,  these  are  mere 
supplements  to  a  personal  invitation  to  come  and  worship. 

And  when  you  do  attract  first-time  visitors,  you  had 
better  have  something  to  offer,  says  Miller.  Newcomers  must 
experience  an  uplifting  worship  service,  which  means  good 
preaching  and  music.  The  quality  of  worship  is  the  main 
reason  people  return  after  their  initial  visit. 

"If  the  worship  service  fails  to  meet  the  needs  of  first- 
time  attendees,  no  amount  of  friendliness  can  convert  them  to 
joiners,"  says  Miller.  The  reason  he  gives  is  that  in  this 
troubled  world,  worship  is  still  the  primary  way  people  find 
help  in  handling  the  rigors  of  life. 

Follow-up  is  key  to  keeping  newcomers.  First-time 
worshippers  should  be  visited  immediately  in  their  homes,  he 
says,  as  a  way  of  showing  that  the  church  cares  about  them 
personally.  Such  visits  should  be  brief,  usually  no  more  than 
1 5  minutes,  he  notes,  because  people  lead  busy  lives. 

It  also  is  important  to  help  newcomers  become  part  of 
some  group  in  the  church  and  find  a  job  to  do,  again  as  a  way 
of  making  them  feel  like  they  belong. 

And  don't  forget  the  kids,  Miller  reminds.  Growing 
churches  have  strong  youth  programs  that  not  only  attract  the 
future  generation,  but  often  their  parents  as  well. 

NOTE:  This  book  and  others  on  church  growth  are 
available  from  the  Department  of  Congregations  and 
Development.  Contact  the  Rev.  Jeff  Douglas,  chairman,  at 
(910)  270-4221. 
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Happening  #27  was  held  on  March  22-24,  1996,  at  Trinity  Center  with  83 
youth  in  attendance!  Many  thanks  to  the  rector  of  the  weekend,  Edward  Dixon 
from  Emmanuel  Church  in  Farmville,  and  the  head  gopher,  Faison  Gibson  from 
St.  James'  in  Wilmington,  for  their  leadership.  Hats  off  to  all  the  participants 
who  attended  Happening!  What  a  great  group  and  time  it  was  for  all  of  us! 


Seventy  youth  attended  New  Beginnings  #17  on  March  9-10,  1996,  at  Trinity  Center. 
The  shepherd  for  the  weekend  was  Danny  Alger  from  St.  Andrew's,  Morehead  City.  The 
Prayer,  Share  and  Care  Coordinator  was  Rich  Kelts  from  St.  John's,  Fayetteville.  The  junior 
high  youth  were  full  of  energy  and  enthusiasm  for  their  retreat. 


1996  Camp  Trinity  Staff 


Director  of  Summer  Camps 
Associate  Camp  Director 
Assistant  Camp  Director 
Program  Coordinator 
Activities  Coordinator 
Arts  &  Crafts  Coordinator 
Music  Coordinator 
Waterfront  Coordinator 
Boat  Lifeguards 

Pool  Coordinator 

Counselors 


Nurses 


Carol  Taylor,  Greenville,  NC 

Diocese  of  East  Carolina  Staff 

Penn  Perry,  Athens,  GA 

University  of  Georgia  graduate  student 

Chris  Mohr,  Salter  Path,  NC 

Sound  to  Sea  Staff 

Matt  Livengood,  Goldsboro,  NC 

NCSU 

Elaine  Wootten,  Hendersonville,  TN 

University  of  Tennessee 
Jennifer  Smith,  New  Bern,  NC 

UNC-CH 

Sam  Hensley,  Greensboro,  NC 
UNC-CH 

Tres  Fox,  Fayetteville,  NC 
UNC-CH  graduate  student 
Richard  Fox,  Fayetteville,  NC 
NCSU 

Stewart  Hackney,  Washington,  NC 

UNC-CH 

Lindsay  Werner,  Clinton,  NC 

UNC-CH 

Katie  McRae,  Kinston,  NC 

Meredith  College 

Hayden  Litchfield,  Washington,  NC 

UNC-CH 

Anne  Randall,  Tarboro,  NC 

Wake  Forest  University 
Karen  Hart,  Wilmington,  NC 

NCSU 

Bess  Harrell,  Edenton,  NC 
Salem  College 

Adam  Livengood,  Goldsboro,  NC 

Wake  Forest  University 
Edward  Perry,  Fayettville,  NC 
Appalachian  State  University 
Chip  Howes,  Charlotte,  NC 

UNC-CH 

Jonathan  Kuhn.  Washington,  NC 
ECU  graduate 
Linda  Thornton,  Bath,  NC 
Jennifer  Craig,  Wilmington,  NC 
Glenda  Colebrook,  Sanford,  NC 


1996  Camp  Trinity  Schedule 

Session 

Rising  Grades 

Dates 

Session  Leaders 

Explorers  I 

7-9 

June  8-14 

The  Rev.  Phil  Craig,  Jr. 
St.  John's,  Wilmington 

Senior  High 

10-12 

June  16-21 

The  Rev.  Mike  Cogsdale 
St.  Francis  by  the  Sea, 
Bogue  Banks 

Adventurers 

all  ages 

June  23-27 

The  Rev.  Phil  Glick 
St.  Thomas'  Ahoskie 
Mrs.  Vicki  Peterson 
St.  Timothy's,  Greenville 

Discoverers  I 

3-5 

June  30-July  6 

Mrs.  Cookie  Cantwell 
St.  James',  Wilmington 

Explorers  II 

7-9 

July  8-15 

TBA 

Discoverers  II 

7-9 

July  17-23 

The  Rev.  Barbara  Chaffee 
The  Rev.  Torn  Chaffee 
St.  Thomas',  Windsor 

Explorers  III 

6-8 

July  25-31 

The  Rev.  Martha  Honaker 
Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville 

Discoverers  III 

4-6 

August  3-9 

The  Rev.  Frank  Russ 
St.  Francis,  Goldsboro 

Discoverers  IV 

4-6 

August  11-17 

The  Rev.  Ron  Abrams 
Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville 

Souper  Bowl  Correction 

The  report  on  the  Souper  Bowl  results  in  the  last  edition  of  Cross  Current  failed  to  list 
the  following  churches  which  also  participated  in  the  fund  raiser:  Holy  Trinity, 
Fayetteville;  St.  Mary's,  Kinston;  St.  Andrew's  on  the  Sound,  Wilmington;  and  St.  Tho- 
mas', Windsor. 

Youth  groups  in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  raised  a  total  of  $3336.32  on  Souper 
Bowl  Sunday  in  January.  The  groups  split  50%  of  the  funds  raised  between  Albemarle 
Manna  in  Elizabeth  City  and  St.  Joseph's  breakfast  program  in  Fayetteville.  Each  group 
gave  the  other  50%  to  an  outreach  organization  in  their  hometown. 


Position  Open  for  Director  of  Youth  Ministries.  Christ  Church,  New  Bern, 
seeks  an  energetic  lay  person  who  is  an  articulate  Christian  with  exceptional 
organizational  skills  for  this  full-time  position,  available  in  late  summer  of  1996. 
Minimum  professional  youth/campus  ministry  experience  of  2  years  and  bachelor's 
degree  required.  Relational  ministry  incorporates:  125  young  people  grades  6-12, 
with  2  separate  EYC  programs,  6-12  Christian  ed.,  confirmation  classes  for  youth, 
extensive  inreach  and  outreach  programs.  One  annual  7-day  work  camp  and 
summer  in-town  program  for  youth.  Expect  involvement  in  strong  diocesan 
program,  strong  community  presence/advocacy  role.  Competitive  salary  package 
commensurate  with  experience.  Contact:  Youth  Director  Search  Committee, 
Christ  Church,  P.O.  Box  1246,  New  Bern,  NC  28563.  FAX  919/514-4013. 


Director  of  Youth  Ministry  position  available  at  St.  Andrew's,  Morehead 
City.  Requirements:  College  degree  and  two-years  experience  in  youth  work. 
Salary  range  is  $22,000-$26,000.  Send  resume  or  call  by  June  20  to:  St. 
Andrew's  Episcopal  Church,  2005  Arendell  St.,  Morehead  City,  NC  28557, 
phone  919/247-6909. 
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Activities  and  Programs  at  Trinity  Center 


June 

St.  John's,  Wilmington,  Parish  Retreat  14-16 

Senior  High  Camp  1 6-2 1 

Episcopal  Consultative  Commission  Retreat  1 9-20 

Christ  Church,  Hope  Mills,  Parish  Retreat  21-23 

Adventurers  Camp  23-27 

Discoverers  I  Camp  30-7/6 

July 

Explorers  II  Camp  8- 1 5 

Discoverers  II  Camp  1 7-23 

Quiet  Day  19 
Church  of  the  Advent,  Williamston,  Parish  Retreat  19-21 

Explorers  III  25-31 

August 

Discoverers  III  3-9 

St.  John's,  Fayetteville,  Parish  Retreat  9-11 

Elderhostel  11-16 

Discoverers  III  Camp  11-17 

EC  W  Board  Retreat  2 1  -22 

ECW  Annual  Luncheon  22 

Youth  Commission  Retreat  23-25 

Elderhostel  25-30 


m 

2 

> 

3 


Trinity  Center  invites  you 
for  a  visit 


Trinity  Center  offers  "Trinity  Time,"  a 
space  available  option  for  members  of  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina  to  visit  the 
conference  center  on  an  individual  basis. 
Anyone  who  wishes  to  escape  to  the  beach 
by  themselves,  with  a  companion  or  with 
their  family  may  call  Trinity  Center  to 
request  a  room.  To  reserve  a  room  simply 
call  Jacque  Mason  at  Trinity  Center,  919/ 
247-5600,  two  weeks  in  advance  of  a 
desired  visit  to  see  if  space  is  available. 
Presently  rooms  are  available  from  June  30 
to  July  7. 

Trinity  Time  provides  an  excellent 
way  to  unwind  from  our  busy  and  hectic 
lives  in  the  peaceful  serenity  of  Trinity's 
spiritual  haven.  Spiritual  direction  is 
always  available  at  Trinity  Center  for  those 
who  desire  it. 

Take  advantage  of  this  opportunity  to 
visit  Trinity  Center,  the  diocese's  home  and 
spiritual  center. 


A  Summer 
Quiet  Day 
at 

Trinity  Center 

Meditations  on  the  Works  of  C.  S.  LEWIS 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Richard  Warner,  Jr.,  Spiritual  Director 

Friday,  July  19 
9  am  -  3pm 

Fr.  Dick  Warner,  Rector  of  St.  James-the-Fisherman  Church  in  Shallotte 
will  lead  participants  in  a  day  of  reflection  and  quiet  on  Friday,  July  19. 
There  will  be  time  for  silent  walks,  meditative  reading  and  prayer  as  well  as 
corporate  praying  of  the  Daily  office.  Time  will  be  set  aside  for  individual 
spiritual  direction;  the  Rite  of  Reconciliation  (Confession)  will  also  be 
available. 

The  Day  begins  at  9  am  with  Morning  Prayer,  followed  by  a  Meditation 
by  Fr.  Warner.  The  day  ends  with  the  Celebration  of  the  Holy  Eucharist  at 
2:30  pm. 

Register  by  calling  Trinity  Center,  919/247-5600.  Cost  of  the  Quiet 
Day,  which  includes  lunch,  is  $10.00.  A  limited  number  of  rooms  may  be 
available  for  those  who  wish  to  arrive  the  afternoon  before  or  to  stay  over. 
Please  check  with  Jacque  Mason  at  Trinity  Center  for  rooms. 


Hot  off  the  Press 

The  presses  are  rolling  at  Trinity  Center.  And  the  excitement  centers 
around  the  debut  of  a  new  quarterly  newsletter,  Soundings.  "The  board  of 
directors  had  been  looking  for  a  way  to  keep  our  audiences  informed 
about  all  of  the  exciting  events  at  Trinity,  and  a  newsletter  will  allow  us  to 
do  this,"  says  Trinity  Center  Director  Mike  Morgan. 

According  to  Morgan  the  newsletter  will  be  published  on  a  trial  basis 
for  its  first  two  issues.  "If  it  works  well  —  and  we  think  it  will  —  we  will 
continue  to  publish  the  newsletter,"  he  explains. 

Soundings  will  be  produced  from  Trinity's  operating  budget, 

"Mot  only  do  we  want  to  reach  the  diocese,"  he  says,  "but 
elderhostelers  and  Sound  to  Sea  participants.  Trinity  reaches  many  people 
outside  the  diocese  and  we  would  like  to  keep  open  communication  with 
them  as  well.  The  newsletter  should  have  wide  appeal  and  a  broad-based 
audience." 

This  summer  promises  some  good  news  from  the  sea!  Check  your 
mail  for  Soundings. 


4  5 

Juliet  Hemingway  Church  Textiles  now 

accepts  Visa.  Anyone  or  any  church  interested 

in  her  exquisite,  customed-designed  hangings, 

banners  and  vestments  can  contact  her  via  fax, 

001-44-1332-292817,  for  more  information. 

Juliet  has  plans  to  soon  be  on  the  Internet.  If 

you  are  a  surfer  keep  your  eye  out  for  her  new 

homepage. 

Calling  on  video  buffs 


In  preparation  for  the  1997  General  Convention 
in  Philadelphia  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  has 
been  asked  to  submit  a  5  to  10-minute  home  video 
celebrating  small  church  ministries.  If  this  interests 
you,  please  contact  Alicia  Alford  at  910/938-1017. 
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A  Giant  Leap  Over  The  Candlestick 

by  Loraine  Babock 

When  six  members  of  St.  James  the  Fisherman  Episcopal  Church  in 
Shallotte,  North  Carolina,  got  together  last  summer  and  decided  to  make 
beeswax  candles  as  a  fund  raiser  for  the  1995  Fall  Festival  held  at  the 
church,  they  had  no  idea  that  a  small  enterprise  was  being  established. 
Today  the  Candle  Shoppe  at  St.  James  is  not  only  operating,  it  is  expand- 
ing. 

After  researching  beeswax  candles,  the  group  held  several  organiza- 
tional meetings  to  decide  on  source  of  supplies,  color,  size  and  design  of 
the  candles.  The  100%  beeswax  candles  being  produced  are  noted  for 
being  smokeless,  dripless,  long  burning  and  natural  scented.  The  candles 
are  packaged  in  handmade  fabric  gift  bags  that  are  color  coordinated  with 
the  candles  and  offer  seasonal  designs. 

To  kick  off  the  initial  project  and  to  increase  their  inventory  for  the 
Fall  Festival,  the  candlemakers  held  parish  workshops  with  both  men  and 
women  participating.  Now  the  candlemakers  meet  on  a  regular  basis  to 
make  candles  and  experiment  with  new  designs. 

Candle  sales  at  the  Fall  Festival  exceeded  all  expectations,  and  as  a 
result  the  group  decided  to  keep  the  Candle  Shoppe  in  operation.  During 
the  year,  candle  production  has  expanded  to  include  baptismal,  wedding 
and  Advent  candles  as  well  as  a  variety  of  decorative  designs. 

The  candlemakers  are  continuing  to  sell  the  candles  locally  at  the 
Candle  Shoppe  located  in  the  church  and  by  special  order.  The  candles 
are  also  on  sale  at  the  Brunswick  Hospital  in  Supply,  North  Carolina. 
Information  about  order  forms  and  the  Candle  Shoppe's  hours  is  avail- 
able by  calling  910/754-9313.  The  candlemakers  are  also  looking  into 
the  possibility  of  expanding  sales  through  specialty  shops  in  the  area  as 
well  as  arts  and  crafts  festivals  from  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  to 
Myrtle  Beach,  South  Carolina. 

Proceeds  from  the  candle  sales  benefit  the  church's  building  fund 
and  community  outreach. 


Candle  makers  (left  to  right  Carol  Bramley,  Helen 
Comeford,  Doris  Barna,  Judy  Filipski,  Loraine 
Babcock  and  Peg  Agrimonti)  just  prior  to  opening  of 
the  Fall  Festival  at  St.  James  the  Fisherman 
Episcopal  Church  in  Shallotte,  NC.  The  Rev.  Dick 
Warner  is  in  the  foreground. 


Diocesan  Calendar 


11 

Bishoo's  Dav  in  the  [  nwer  Cane  Fear  D^anprv* 

13 

Bishop's  Day  in  Trinity  Deanery* 

10:30  am 

Convention  Committee,  Diocesan  House 

15 

9:00-5:00 

Prevention  of  Sexual  Misconduct  Training,  Diocesan  House 

1  8 

10:00  am 

Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry,  Diocesan  House 

19 

Episcopal  Consultative  Retreat,  Trinity  Center 

20 

11:15am 

Standing  Committee,  Diocesan  House 

10:30  am 

Commission  on  Ministry,  Diocesan  House 

5 

Diocesan  Office  Closed 

1  1 

10:00  am 

Evangelism  Committee,  Diocesan  House 

19 


9 
15 

23 


11:15  am 


*  The  Bishop's  Deanery  Days  are  days 
set  aside  for  the  bishop  and  members  of  his 
staff  to  visit  with  the  clergy  of  each  of  the 
five  deaneries. 

Bishop  Sanders  visited  the  Pamlico, 
Albemarle  and  Upper  Cape  Fear  Deaneries 
earlier  this  spring.  In  the  fall  Bishop 
Coadjutor-elect  Daniel  will  visit  the  deaner- 
ies. 


Diocesan  Staff  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  (Office  Closed) 
Quiet  Day,  Trinity  Center 


Christian  Education  Conference,  St.  James'  Church,  Wilmington 
Standing  Committee,  Diocesan  House 
Youth  Commission  Retreat,  Trinity  Center 


The  Bishops'  Visitation  Schedule 
Bishop  Sanders 

June  9         St.  Francis,  Bogue  Banks 
June  16        St.  Christopher's,  Havelock 
June  23        St.  Paul's,  Vanceboro 

Bishop  Vache 

June  9         St.  Christopher's,  Elizabethtown 
June  16       Grace  Church,  Plymouth 
June  23        St.  Joseph's,  Fayetteville 
June  30       Grace  Church,  Whiteville 


To  have  an  event  listed  on  the  diocesan  calendar,  please  contact  Cynthia  Pollock,  (919)  522-0885. 


Charges  against  Righter  dropped 


(WILMINGTON,  DE) — On  May  15  an  Episco- 
pal Church  court  dismissed  charges  against 
retired  Bishop  Walter  C.  Righter.  The  Court 
held  that  neither  the  doctrine  nor  the  discipline  of 
the  Church  currently  prohibit  the  ordination  of  a 
non-celibate  homosexual  person  living  in  a 
committed  relationship. 

The  majority  opinion  stated  that  "The  Court 
is  not  giving  an  opinion  on  the  morality  of  same 
gender  relationships.  We  are  not  deciding 
whether  life-long,  committed,  sexual  same- 
gender  relationships  are  or  are  not  a  wholesome 
example  with  respect  to  ordination  vows.  We  are 
not  rendering  an  opinion  on  whether  a  bishop 
and  diocese  should  or  should  not  ordain  persons 
living  in  same  sex  relationships.  Rather,  we  are 
deciding  the  narrow  issue  of  whether  or  not 
under  Title  IV  [the  Church's  disciplinary  canons] 
a  bishop  is  restrained  from  ordaining  persons 
living  in  a  committed  same  gender  sexual 
relationship."  The  Court  also  stated,  "We  remind 


the  Church  that  this  issue  will  not  be  resolved 
and  the  Church  unified  in  its  faith  and 
practice  by  presentments  and  trials,  nor  by 
unilateral  acts  of  bishops  and  their  dioceses, 
or  through  the  adoption  of  proclamations  by 
groups  of  bishops  or  others  expressing 
positions  on  the  issues." 

The  Court  drew  a  distinction  between  the 
"Core  Doctrine"  of  the  Church  found  in  the 
New  Testament  proclamation  about  Jesus  and 
in  the  Nicene  and  Apostles'  Creeds,  and  other 
doctrinal  matters  or  traditional  teachings  on  a 
range  of  issues  of  faith,  belief,  practice,  and 
morals  which  have  gradually  changed  over 
the  centuries. 

The  Court  ruled  that  the  Canon  on 
doctrine  protects  only  the  Church's  Core 
Doctrine. 

It  also  ruled  that  other  Church  teachings  and 
resolutions  of  the  Church's  legislative  body, 
the  General  Convention,  may,  at  times,  be 


enforceable  under  the  Canons  but  concluded  that 
the  teaching  against  the  ordination  of  non-celibate 
homosexual  persons  was  not  presently  enforceable 
under  the  Constitution  and  Canons  of  the  Church. 
In  a  concluding  section  on  pastoral  concerns,  the 
majority  offered  several  suggestions  about  how  the 
General  Convention,  which  next  meets  in  1997, 
might  offer  greater  clarity  to  order  the  Church's 
life  on  this  issue,  stating  that  it  could  pass  a  Canon 
stating  explicitly  either  that  ordination  of  non- 
celibate  homosexual  persons  is  or  is  not  permitted. 
It  also  stated  that  a  trial  is  a  poor  way  to  clarify 
doctrine  or  to  secure  good  order  in  the  Church. 

The  ten  presenting  bishops  announced  at  a 
press  conference  that  they  would  be  proposing  a 
canon  for  the  adoption  by  the  1997  General 
Convention  that  would  oblige  all  members  of  the 
clergy  "to  model  in  their  own  lives  the  received 
teaching  of  the  church  that  all  its  members  are  to 
abstain  from  sexual  realtions  outside  of  holy 
matrimony." 


A  Spirituality 
for  Struggle, 
Strife  & 
Salvation 

Sponsored  By: 

Episcopal  Consultative 
Commission 


Guest  Speaker: 
The  Rev.  Michael  Curry 

Rector,  St.  Thomas 
Episcopal  Church 
Baltimore,  MD 


June  19-20,  1996 
Trinity  Center,  Bogue  Banks 
(919)  522-0211 
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Diocese  of  East  Carolina 
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Kjurrent 


Sharing  the  good  news  of  Episcopalians  in  East  Carolina  keeping  the  Cross  current  in  their  daily  lives. 


SEPTEMBER  1996 


Continuing  the  Apostolic 
Tradition 

In  the  New  Testament,  the  apostles  laid  their  hands  on  their  successors,  and  since  then  the 
Church  has  always  done  it  this  way.  Every  priest,  deacon  and  confirmed  member  of  the 
Church  has  been  set  apart  by  the  laying  on  of  hands.  Bishop  coadjutor-elect  Clifton  Daniel, 
3rd  is  a  successor  to  the  apostles  of  Jesus.  His  role  is  to  lead,  supervise  and  preserve  the  unity 
of  the  Church. 

How  appropriate  that  this  ceremony  which  dates  back  to  the  apostles  falls  on  September 
21st,  the  feast  of  St.  Matthew,  apostle  and  evangelist.  And  how  appropriate  it  is  that  so  many 
members  of  the  diocese  are  in  the  midst  of  preparing  for  this  glorious  event. 

It  will  be  a  grand  affair  — a  day  of  prayer,  pageantry,  music  and  celebration.  The  banners 
from  each  of  the  71  churches  in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  will  join  the  procession  into 
Minges  Coliseum.  The  chief  consecrators  will  be  the  Most  Rev.  Edmond  Browning,  Presiding 
Bishop  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  USA;  the  Right  Rev.  B.  Sidney  Sanders,  Bishop  of  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina;  The  Right  Rev.  C.  Charles  Vache',  retired  Bishop  of  Southern 
Virginia  and  recent  Assistant  Bishop  of  East  Carolina;  and  the  Right  Rev.  George  N.  Hunt, 
retired  Bishop  of  Rhode  Island.  The  Very  Rev.  Martha  Home,  Dean  of  Virginia  Seminary  and 
first  female  dean  of  an  Episcopal  seminary,  will  deliver  the  sermon.  The  Right  Rev.  David 
Alvarez,  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  of  Puerto  Rico,  will  be  among  other  bishops  and  special  guests 
present  for  the  consecration. 

"Consecration"  continued  on  page  4 

Consecration  Bridges  Past  and 
Present,  Symbolizes  Unity  of 

by  Braun  Campbell 

Mitres,  shepherd  staffs,  rings  ...  they're  all  symbols  of  the  excitement  September  21  holds 
for  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina.  The  ordination  and  consecration  of  the  Rev.  Canon  Clifton 
Daniel,  3rd,  is  a  day  of  celebration,  a  day  for  "the  rite  in  which  God  gives  authority  and  the 
grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  those  being  made  bishop  .  .  .  through  prayer  and  the  laying  on  of 
hands  by  bishops  (Book  of  Common  Prayer,  p.  860-86 1 )." 

It's  not  every  day  that  we  celebrate  a  consecration.  Through  the  rite  of  ordination,  all 
God's  people  —  laity,  priests,  deacons  and  bishops  — join  together  in  a  moment  of 
prayer  and  pageantry  to  renew  the  ministry  that  Christ  started  in  the  New  Testament.  It 
renews  the  baptismal  covenant  by  giving  the  Church  another  minister  to  fulfill  baptism's 
promise  of  redemption.  Getting  Back  to  Our  Roots:  Historic  and  Apostolic  Succession 

Bishops  are  the  chief  pastors  of  the  Church  and  symbolize  the  unity  of  the  Church. 
As  theprayer  of  consecration  asserts,  (BOC,  520),  the  bishop's  role  reaches  back  in 
history  to  the  time  of  Abraham  and  God's  first  covenant  with  Israel.  Thus,  the  unity  not 
parishes,  but  also  a  historic  unity. 

The  gift  of  ministry  also  rests  in  history.  Christ  gave^  his  apostles  this  gift  in  the  , 
Great  Commission:  "Go  therefore,  and  teach  all  nations,  baptizing  in  the  name  of  the 
Father,  the  Son  and  the  Holy  Spirit:  teaching  them  to  observe  all  things  I  have  com- 
manded you.  Lo,  I  am  with  you  always  even  to  the  end  of  the  age."  (Matt.  28:  19-20). 
Christ  is  with  us  in  his  ministry:  as  Christ  chose  apdstles  too  carry  on  his  ministry,  they 
to  chose  others  to  succeed  them.  This  apostolic  succession  is  the  link  that  connects  the 
modern  with  the  early  Church.  i 

When  the  apostles  passed  on  their  ministry,  they  used  the  laying  on  of  hands  (Acts 
6.6;  1  Tim.  4:14;  1  Tim.  5:22,  2  Tim.l  :6).  This  act  represents  the  transfer  of  authority, 
and  it  has  been  done  through  the  entire  history  of  the  Church.  Every  bishop,  priest  and 
deacon  has  been  set  apart  by  the  laying  on  of  hands. 

Great  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  preservation  of  this  apostolic  succession. 
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Picnic  lunch  following  on  the  Coliseum  lawn. 
R.S.V.P.  with  your  local  parish 
Lunch  $8.00 


Since  the  early  days  of  the  Church,  it  has  been  a  rule  that  at  least  three  successors  of  the 
apostles  lay  their  hands  on  the  heads  of  the  highest  office  of  the  ministry.  This  guards  against 
loss  of  apostolic  succession  and  guarantees  the  Church  as  Jesus  constituted  it. 

The  Service 

All  ordinations  take  place  at  services  of  Holy  Eucharist  and  usually  on  Sundays  or  Feast 
Days.  Following  the  entrance,  acclamation  and  the  prayer  for  purity,  the  Presentation  takes 
place.  Priests  and  lay  persons  stand  before  the  Presiding  Bishop  and  present  the  bishop-elect. 
Then,  the  candidate  signs  a  declaration,  and  the  witnesses  also  sign  it. 

"Consecration"  continued  on  page  4 


Bishop's 


My  Dear  Sisters  and  Brothers  in  Christ: 

I  am  flirious  with  the  Diocese  of  East  Caro- 
lina. I  am  furious  at  the  results  of  the  recent 
election.  I  was  hoping  that  the  diocese  would 
elect  as  bishop  coadjutor  some  totally  unpleas- 
ant, totally  incompetent,  most  disagreeable 
■Bl      person.  That  way  people  might  go  around 

saying,  "Don't  you  remember  how  nice  Bishop 

m Sanders  was?" 
Instead,  look  at  what  you  have  done.  You 

Hhave  elected  as  our  coadjutor  one  the  nicest, 
most  competent  priests  in  the  church  today.  No 
one  is  more  qualified  to  be  Bishop  of  East 
Carolina  than  Dan  Daniel.  No  one  will  do  a 
finer  job  with  outreach,  youth,  Trinity  Center 

mand  all  the  rest.  There  is  no  one  more  qualified 
to  lead  this  Diocese  into  the  next  millennium. 
BHHR         (I'm  not  sure  what  the  word  millennium 
jjt^J      means,  but  since  everybody  seems  to  be  using  it 
to  talk  about  the  future,  I  thought  I  would  give  it 
a  try.  It's  like  all  the  new  words  I  learned  dur- 
ing the  Olympic  telecasts.  I  thought  Olympic  sports  events 
were  held  in  stadiums — come  to  find  out,  they're  held  in 
venues.  Oh  well!) 

Back  to  my  subject.  I  look  forward  to  Dan's  consecration 
on  September  21st  at  Minges  Coliseum  in  Greenville.  I  hope 
every  member  of  the  Diocese  will  be  present  to  share  in  this 
historic  event.  But,  even  more  I  look  forward  to  working 
with  Dan  as  my  Coadjutor  for  several  years  to  come.  I  be- 
lieve that  we  will  make  for  East  Carolina  a  caring  and  com- 
petent team. 

So  let's  celebrate  and  have  fun  on  the  21st.  The  Presiding 
Bishop  will  be  our 
chief  consecrator.  The 
Dean  of  Virginia  Semi- 
nary will  be  our 
preacher.  East 
Carolina's  own  univer- 
sity will  be  our  host.  It 
will  be  a  great  day.  Let 
us  rejoice  and  be  glad 
in  it.  Thanks  be  to 
God! 


Sincerely, 


7* 


B.  Sidney  Sanders 
Bishop,  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina 


Almighty  and  eternal  God, 
the  time  has  come  for  us  to  offer 
special  thanks  for  your  guidance 
in  the  orderly  election  of 
The  Rev.  Canon  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd 
as  Bishop  Coadjutor  of  this  diocese. 
Give  him  the  strength,  faith  and  courage  to 

lead  your  people, 
in  the  example  set  by  his  able  predecessors, 
and  to  build  on  it  with  integrity  and  vision, 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord 
who  lives  and  reigns 
with  you  in  the  unity  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
one  God,  world  without  end. 
Amen. 
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Bishop:  The  Right  Reverend  B.  Sidney  Sanders 
Editor:  Alicia  Alford 

Cross  Current's  purpose  is  to  communicate  how  we  are  keeping  the 
Cross  current  in  our  daily  lives  and  in  the  ministries  of  the  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina. 

To  contribute  material  or  ideas  contact  the  editor  at  1119  Hendricks 
Ave.,  Jacksonville,  NC  28540,(910)938-1017.  Fax  (910)  938-3415. 
Next  Deadline:  September  20 
Print  Date:  October  5 

Subscriptions  &  Contributions:  Every  household  with  members  of  an 
Episcopal  Church  in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  should  receive  a  Cross 
Current  free  of  charge.  Cross  Current  is  sent  to  households  outside  the 
Diocese  upon  request.  Cross  Current  does  accept  contributions  to  help 
cover  printing  and  mailing  costs.  These  may  be  sent  to  The  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina,  P.O.  Box  1336,  Kinston,  NC  28503.  Please  contact  the 
editor  for  information  on  Cross  Current  on  audio  cassette. 

Change  of  address:  send  to  Cross  Current,  1119  Hendricks  Ave., 
Jacksonville,  NC  28540.  Please  note  the  name  of  your  church  with  the 
address  change  and  include  the  mailing  label  or  the  c.c.#  on  the  label. 
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Kudos  for  Cross  Current 

Out  of  450  entries  from  diocesan  editors  and  communication  officers  across  the  country, 
Cross  Current  grabbed  two  of  the  top  awards  at  the  annual  conference  of  Episcopal  Commu- 
nicators help  in  June.  Matt  Livengood  received  an  Award  for  Merit  for  an  Original  Graphic 
for  his  Camp  '95  sandal  drawing.  Braun  Campbell  and  Nam  Nyguen  received  and  Award  for 
Excellence  for  Front  Page  Newspaper  for  the  story  and  design  entitled  "Come  As  You  Are,"  a 
guide  to  the  coastal  churches  in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina. 

The  Episcopal  Communicators  is  an  organization  of  more  than  "150  persons  with 
communications  responsibilities  in  the  Episcopal  Church  at  parish,  diocesan,  provincial,  or 
national  levels  in  both  print  and  electronic  media."  The  Polly  Bond  Awards  are  given  each 
year  at  the  annual  conference  "to  acknowledge  excellence  and  achievement  in  the  ministry  of 
church  communications."  The  diocese  is  honored  to  receive  such  recognition  for  its  commu- 
nication efforts. 


While  it  is  an  honor  for  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  to  receive  such  awards,  there  are  no 
kudos  like  those  from  close  to  home.  Over  the  past  several  months,  Cross  Current  has  also 
received  recognition  and  thanks  from  a  few  other  sources.  Perhaps  most  touching  was  a  letter 
from  Lloyd  M.  Ash,  retired  Lieutenant  Commander,  who  now  resides  in  Charleston,  SC.  Ash 
wrote,  "As  a  former  member  and  senior  warden  of  St.  Christopher's  in  Havelock,  I  have 
received  Cross  Current  faithfully  since  my  retirement  from  the  US  Navy  in  1967.  Your  news 
keeps  me  up-to-date  with  former  neighbors  and  friends.  .  .  ."Enclosed  with  the  note  was  a  gift 
of  $100  in  remembrance  of  his  wife,  Frances  Grimball  Ash. 

Other  generous  gifts  came  from  the  vestries  of  St.  Peter's  in  Washington,  which  sent  a 
check  for  $100,  and  St.  John's  in  Fayetteville,  which  sent  $2000  from  the  Elliott  Memorial 
gifts.  These  gifts  and  others  are  greatly  appreciated  and  will  help  significantly  to  offset  the 
printing  and  mailing  costs  of  the  paper. 


REFUGEE  SPONSORSHIP! 

Has  your  church  been  involved?  Would  you  like  to  learn  more  about  this  life-saving 
ministry?  We  are  available  to  speak  to  your  Outreach  Committee,  Vestry  or  congregation 
so  that  we  can  explain  how  you  can  share  in  this  exciting  and  rewarding  mission. 

Although  the  media  coverage  of  the  Bosnia  bloodbath  has  dimmed,  life  there  is  not 
back  to  normal.  A  fragile  peace  exists,  but  thousands  upon  thousands  have  lost  their 
families,  homes,  and  jobs  and  are  in  refugee  camps  scattered  throughout  Europe,  waiting 
for  liberation — many  are  even  hoping  to  be  reunited  with  family  members  who  have 
already  come  to  the  U.  S.  Refugee  sponsorship  assures  their  opportunity  of  beginning  a 
new  life. 

Bosnians  are  not  the  only  people  in  desperate  need.  The  United  Nations  High 
Commission  on  Refugees  has  designated  other  nationalities  as  eligible  for  refugee  status, 
such  as  Vietnamese,  Iraqis,  and  people  from  the  former  Soviet  Union. 

We  need  YOUR  help  to  save  lives.  "Red  and  yellow,  black  and  white,  they  are 
precious  in  His  sight.  .  .  Jesus  loves — not  just  the  little  children — but  all  the  peoples  of 
the  world."  Will  you  pray  about  what  God  would  have  YOU  do  for  these,  His  precious 
ones? 

Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry  is  an  affiliate  of  Episcopal  Migration  Ministries,  New  York. 
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WORSHIP  CONFERENCE 


All  Saints  Episcopal  Church 

Pawleys  Island,  South  Carolina 
November  7-10,  1996 

Conference  Speakers 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Michael  Marshall  The  Rev.  Charles  Murphy,  III 

The  Rt.  Rev.  FitzSimmons  Allison  The  Rev.  Ron  McCrary 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Edward  Salmon  The  Rev.  Tory  Baucum 

&  some  of  the  All  Saints  staff. 

Clergy,  Music  Directors  &  Lay  Leadership 

Due  to  remarkable  interest  and  response  we  are  happy  to  offer  our  3rd  Sing  A 
New  Song  Worship  Conference.  Come  join  us  for  a  long  weekend  of  exploration 
into  the  joy  and  power  of  worship.  This  conference  is  designed  to  help  congregations  discover 
more  about  the  "new  song"  the  church  is  receiving  from  the  Lord.  We  will  share  times  of 
worship,  teaching  and  fellowship  which  will  give  you  new  insights  into  the  work  that  God  is 
doing  around  the  church. 

Please  call  us,  fax  or  send  for  a  brochure: 
All  Saints  Episcopal  Church 
3560  Kings  River  Road 
Pawleys  Island,  SC  29585 
T  (803)  237-4223 
F (803) 237-1958 
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Photographers  didn't  get  the  picture 


by  the  Rev.  Stan  Easty 

Dare  we  tell  the  truth?  Or  shall  the  cover-up  continue? 
Shall  future  generations  deal  with  the  reality  of  physical 
disability  at  the  highest  level,  or  shall  we  screen  out  any 
reference  to  the  polio-induced  paralysis  that  afflicted  the  only 
man  to  be  elected  president  of  the  United  States  not  once  or 
twice,  but  four  times! 

That  is  the  situation  dividing  those  who,  after  52  years, 
wish  to  erect  a  memorial  in  Washington,  D.C.,  to  a  fallen 
warrior/peacemaker.  Current  plans  call  for  having  no 
sculpture  depicting  President  Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt 
using  a  wheelchair. 

Permit  me  to  share  an  anecdote  from  my  personal 
memory  of  a  poignant  moment  in  the  presence  of  President 
Roosevelt. 

As  a  recent  high  school  graduate,  1  had  spent  the  latter 
part  of  1939  in  the  photo  lab  of  the  Charlotte  News  as  an 
apprentice  photographer.  My  income  began  at  $  1  per  day, 
seven  days  a  week,  from  which  lunch  required  a  nickel  each 
for  a  White  Tower  hamburger,  a  glass  of  milk  and  a  piece  of 
apple  pie.  After  a  few  months,  my  pay  soared  to  $9  a  week; 
and  then  1  received  a  call  from  Frank  Smethurst,  managing 
editor  of  The  News  &  Observer,  about  a  job  at  a  phenomenal 
increase  to  $25  per  week! 

Josephus  Daniels,  who  owned  The  N&O,  had  served  as 
secretary  of  the  Navy  before  and  during  World  War  I,  and 
had  as  his  undersecretary  of  the  Navy  during  that  time  a 
young  man  named  Franklin  Roosevelt.  Later,  after  becoming 


"Apostolic"  continued  from  page  1 


Approximately  100  musicians  from  around  the 
diocese  will  form  the  choir  being  accompanied  by  the  East 
Carolina  University  Orchestra.  The  Schola  Cantorum,  a 
select  vocal  group  from  the  diocese,  will  sing  three 
anthems  during  the  prelude  and  the  service.  Dr.  Jeanette 
Fishell  is  the  music  coordinator  for  the  event. 

Lay  people,  acolytes,  deacons  and  priests  from  across 
East  Carolina  will  all  play  a  role  in  this  diocesan-wide, 
diocesan-supported  service.  Already  various  congrega- 
tions have  made  gifts  to  help  with  the  necessary  appoint- 
ments —  the  cross,  candles,  altar  hangings,  etc.  Annette 
Bryant  from  St.  Andrew's  in  Ooldsboro  is  making  the  altar 
hangings  which  will  be  white  linen  with  a  red  border  and 
fleur  de  lis,  a  symbol  of  the  Holy  Trinity. 

"One  of  the  challenges  of  preparing  for  the 
service,"says  the  Rev.  Joe  Cooper,  Chair  of  the  Liturgical 
Commission,  "is  that  the  appointments  must  be  massive  to 
fill  the  space."  A  seven  and  a  half  foot  cross  is  being  built 
especially  for  the  service. 

The  consecration  gifts  being  presented  each  symbolize 
the  history  of  the  Church,  the  role  of  the  bishop  or  a  story 
of  this  diocese.  The  bishop's  ring  is  a  gift  from,  Bishop 
and  Mrs.  Wright,  and,  will  be  presented  by  Mrs.  Wright 
and  Allan  Strange.   Hannah,  Mrs. Wright,  will  also  be 
presenting  the  pectoral  cross. 

The  clergy  of  the  diocese  are  giving  the  bishop 
coadjutor-elect  the  chain  for  the  cross  as  well  as  his  cope, 
the  cloak  a  bishop  wears  during  the  procession,  and  his 
mitre,  the  hat  whose  shape  symbolizes  the  flame  of  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

The  crosier,  the  pastoral  staff  symbolizing  that  the 
bishop  is  the  shepherd  of  his  flock  —  the  church,  is  being 
given  by  the  five  churches  in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina, 
that  Fr.  Daniel  has  been  associated  with  during  his  minis- 
try. They  are:  St.  Stephen's,  Goldsboro,  where  he  served 
as  deacon;  St.  Francis',  Goldsboro,  an  off-shoot  of  St. 
Stephen's  and  home  to  his  parents;  St.  Luke's  and  St. 
Anne's,  Roper,  where  he  did  his  parish  training;  St. 


president  in  1933,  FDR  appointed  Josephus  Daniels 
ambassador  to  Mexico.  And  when  the  president's  train 
passed  through  North  Carolina  on  its  way  to  the  healing 
retreat  in  Warm  Springs,  Ga.,  it  was  not  unusual  for  the 
special  coach  to  stop  over  for  a  brief  visit  with  Roosevelt's 
old  friend  and  former  boss  if  Daniels  happened  to  be  back 
from  Mexico  in  his  Raleigh  residence,  Wakestone. 

It  was  on  such  an  occasion  that  I  was  summoned  to  the 
City  Desk  and  assigned  to  cover  the  arrival  and  visit  of  the 
president,  a  heady  moment  for  a  teenager  and  then  the  only 
photographer  on  the  staff. 

Indelibly  etched  on  my  mind  is  that  moment  in  time  as 
I  watched  in  a  state  of  disbelief  as  a  long,  tilted  ramp  was 
wheeled  to  the  door  of  the  private  car.  As  it  opened,  the 
figure  of  the  president  emerged,  his  hands  gripped  the 
shiny  steel  rails  of  the  ramp,  and  he  slowly  swung  his  torso 
from  side  to  side,  sliding  forward  down  the  incline, 
carrying  the  full  weight  of  his  body  with  the  strength  of  his 
arms  and  shoulders  as  he  dragged  his  useless,  paralyzed 
legs  behind  him!  In  spite  of  the  tears  that  threatened  to 
obscure  my  vision,  my  subconscious  remembered  my 
assigned  obligation  to  "get  a  picture"  and  I  felt  my  Speed 
Graphic  rise  to  eye  level,  only  to  have  the  opposing 
pressure  of  a  Secret  Service  hand  block  the  lens  and  force 
the  camera  back  to  my  side.  Only  when  FDR  was  securely 
seated  in  the  rear  seat  of  his  open  car  with  a  robe  over  his 
lap  were  we  permitted  to  capture  that  jaunty  chin-up 
posture  for  posterity. 

This  was  the  first,  but  certainly  not  the  last  "photo-op" 


Mary's,  Kinston,  and  St.  Thomas,  Ahoskie,  where  he  served 
as  parish  priest. 

The  Presiding  Bishop  will  give  the  Bible  and  St. 
Michael's  in  Bristol,  Rhode  Island,  where  Canon  Daniel 
served  as  Rector  from  1984  to  1996,  will  give  him  the 
chimere  and  rochet,  the  unique  vestments  of  a  bishop. 

The  prelude  begins  at  9:30  a.m.  and  the  service  begins 
at  10:00  a.m.  Following  the  service  there  will  be  a  picnic 
lunch  on  the  lawn  outside  Minges  Coliseum.  The  cost  for 
the  lunch  is  $8.00  and  should  be  paid  in  advance  to  the 
senior  warden  of  your  home  church. 

The  diocese  Bishop  Sanders  and  the  Bishop  Coadjutor- 
elect  have  gone  to  great  lengths  to  welcome  all  members  of 
the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  and  their  guests  to  the  glorious 
event.  Please  join  in  this  joyous  occasion  as  the  diocese 
welcomes  the  new  bishop  coadjutor  and  continues  the  great 
apostolic  tradition. 


"Consecration"  continued  from  page  1 


Following  the  Ministry  of  the  Word,  including 
scripture,  sermon  and  creed,  the  Examination  follows.  In 
the  examination,  the  bishop-elect's  work  is  described,  and 
he  promises  to  carry  out  his  ministry.  Next,  is  the  Conse- 
cration. Here,  the  bishop-elect  will  kneel  and  the  Presid- 
ing Bishop  will  say  the  Prayer  of  Consecration.  After- 
wards, the  Presiding  Bishop  and  other  bishops  lay,  their 
hands  on  the  head  of  the  bishop-elect.  Then,  the  new 
bishop  is  vested  and  presented  with  a  Bible  and  other  signs 
of  his  office.  The  Eucharist  follows. 

Christ  is  with  us  to  the  end  of  the  age,  and  we  cel- 
ebrate and  carry  on  his  presence  among  us  through  prayer 
and  laying  on  of  hands  in  ordination. 

(Information  for  the  article  provided  by  the  Rev.  Matthew 
Stockard.  References  include:  Episcopal  Children's 
Curriculum,  Associated  Parishes,  and  The  Catholic  Faith.) 


I  would 
have  with 
one  of 
the 

greatest 
leaders 
of  our 
na- 
tion. 
And 
yet,  the 
shocking 
realization  of  his 

affliction  never  abated,  even  as  he 
continued  to  be  a  source  of  strength  and 
purpose  to  our  nation,  and  especially  to  those  who 
knew  the  truth. 

The  question  must  be  asked:  Is  it  fair,  is  it  right,  to 
mislead  future  generations,  to  deny  them  the  privilege  of 
seeing  the  true  physical  condition  of  a  man  of  inspiration 
and  courage  who  served  his  nation  and  the  world  during  a 
time  of  major  crisis? 

Thank  God,  this  is  a  decision  not  within  my  purview. 
But,  if  required  to  choose  between  truth  and  myth,  as  a 
priest  of  the  church  I  would  stand  with  the  truth  and  reveal 
to  the  future  those  facets  of  our  humanity  that  mold  and 
shape  and  strengthen  our  destiny! 

—  Stan  Easty  joined  the  Navy  after  his  stint  with  The  N&O. 
After  World  War  II  he  continued  his  photographic  career 
and  then,  in  I960,  became  an  Episcopal  priest.  Now 
retired,  he  lives  in  Elizabeth  City  and  still  takes  photo- 


Start  Surfing— the  Web  that  is 

Whether  you  are  a  first-time  web  surfer,  an  old-hat  or  a 
wannabee,  now  is  the  time  to  browse  through  the  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina's  new  homepage.  The  page  is  still  under 
construction,  so  please  be  patient.  Feel  free  to  share  your 
comments  on  this  new  resource. 

The  page  is  located  at  http://ww4.coastalnet.com/ 
community  orgs/religious  orgs/diocese/ 
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St.  Joseph's  Breakfast  Named  Jubliee  Center 


With  each  spoonful  of  grits  and  eggs  dished  out  at  St. 
Joseph's  in  Fayetteville  the  Lord  is  being  served.  The  power 
of  St.  Joseph's  "Ministry  of  Grits"  is  no  secret  to  members  of 
the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  or  to  the  National  Church.  In 
July  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  USA 
recognized  St.  Joseph's  Breakfast  Ministry  as  a  Jubliee 
Center.  Jubliee  Centers  are  a  "special  and  select  group  of 
Centers  and  Congregations  which  model  the  finest  expres- 
sions of  Christian  witness  and  ministry." 

For  years  these  faithful  servants  have  quietly  ministered 
to  the  needy  without  recognition — they  serve  because  they 
are  called  to  do  so.   Six  mornings  a  week  volunteers  from  St. 


Joseph's  and  the  Fayetteville  community  gather  to  serve  a 
warm  breakfast  to  the  homeless  in  the  community.  When  the 
doors  open  at  8:00  a.m.,  volunteers  organized  by  Mae  Butler, 
have  already  been  hard  a  work  preparing  the  meal. 

While  the  volunteers  have  never  sought  more  than  to 
serve,  news  of  their  ministry  is  hard  to  suppress.  In  1995  the 
impact  of  St.  Joseph's  Breakfast  Ministry  was  recognized 
when  it  received  a  much-needed  United  Thank  Offering  grant 
to  help  renovate  the  kitchen.  Being  named  a  Jubliee  Center 
is  a  great  honor — one  certainly  due  this  committed,  humble 
band  of  Christian  Servants  who  serve  the  Lord  while  "servin' 
grits." 


Jubilee  Ministry 


Companion  Diocese  Relationship  Offers 
"Common  Life"  With  Fellow  Anglicans 


In  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  there  is  a  wonderfully 
direct  prayer  that  asks  God  to  "grant  us  all  things  necessary 
for  our  common  life." 

In  an  increasingly  fractured  world,  it  is  a  rare  and 
wonderful  thing  to  have  a  common  life  with  people  of 
another  tongue,  but  that  is  just  what  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina  is  provided  through  its  companion  diocese  relation- 
ship with  the  Diocese  of  Puerto  Rico. 

The  companion  diocese  relationship  is  growing  steadily 
and  has  become  one  of  the  most  active  companion  diocese 
relationships  within  the  church. 

This  summer  four  campers  from  Puerto  Rico  attended 
Camp  Trinity.  A  group  from  Holy  Trinity  in  Fayetteville  has 
formed  and  is  spending  a  year  preparing  for  a  joint  work 
project  with  people  from  the  Diocese  of  Puerto  Rico.  A 
parishioner  from  St.  Mary's  in  Kinston  is  investigating  the 
possibility  of  working  as  a  short-term  volunteer  in  one  of  our 
companion  diocese's  day  care  centers  for  HIV-positive 
children. 

Charles  Dupree,  a  postulant  from  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina  spent  time  in  a  work-study  program  at  the  Episcopal 
Seminary  in  San  Juan.  Father  Nick  Ibarra  and  Deacon 
Barbara  Houston  both  from  San  Mateo  attended  the  spring 
clergy  conference  in  San  Juan.  Plans  are  underway  for  a 
shared  Episcopal  Marriage  Encounter  weekend. 

In  addition  to  these  projects  and  visits,  several  parishio- 
ners from  Christ  Church  in  New  Bern  traveled  to  Puerto  Rico 


as  part  of  their  on-going  effort  to  foster  a  meaningful  sister 
parish  relationship  with  Church  of  the  Incarnation  in  San 
Juan. 

"The  trip  was  a  powerful  learning  experience,"  wrote 
traveler  Lois  Besanko  following  the  journey.  "Not  only  did 
we  meet  the  wonderful,  loving  members  of  our  sister  parish, 
but  we  saw  what  a  busy,  vital  presence  the  Episcopal  Church 
has  in  Puerto  Rico.  While  the  parish  churches  are  not  large, 
especially  when  compared  to  our  own  Christ  Church,  the 
outreach  projects  were  amazing." 

Others  on  the  trip  agreed  that  the  personal  contract  is 
what  the  relationship  is  all  about.  In  the  near  future  the 
parish  committees  of  Christ  Church  and  Church  of  the 
Incarnation  will  discuss  concrete  plans  and  projects  on  which 
they  can  embark  together.  Two  major  areas  that  have  already 
been  identified  are:  spiritual  growth  as  it  relates  to  liturgy, 
dance  and  music;  and  housing,  both  for  the  retired  elderly 
and  families  with  children. 

"We  are  indeed  fortunate  when  reminded  that  God's 
kingdom  is  bigger  than  our  own  parish,  diocese  or  national 
church.  .  . ,"  says  the  Rev.  Bob  Dannals,  Rector  of  Christ 
Church. 

The  companion  diocese  relationship  offers  churches  and 
individuals  in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  the  opportunity  to 
grow  in  faith  by  learning,  praying,  singing,  worshipping, 
listening  and  sharing  in  a  different  culture  with  brother  and 
sister  Anglicans.   The  Companion  Diocese  Commission 


Children 
Reaching  Out 


The  children  in  Christ  Church,  New  Bern's,  Sunday 
School  became  authors,  editors,  publishers  and  givers  when 
they  participated  in  Christ  Church's  second  annual 
ingathering  for  the  Church  Periodical  Club.  The 
children  drew  pictures  and  colored  booklets  of  their 
favorite  stories  and  characters  to  share  with  the 
children  at  the  Church  of  the  Incarnation's  day  care 
center  in  Puerto  Rico.  Inside  each  booklet  was  an 
envelope  which  held  the  amount  of  money  that 
each  child  would  have  spent  on  a  book  or  on  art 
supplies.  The  children  sent  $101.35  along  with 
the  booklets  to  help  their  Puerto  Rican  A  I 

brothers  and  sisters  purchase  books 
and  art  supplies. 


would  be  glad  to  send  a  speaker  to  your  church  to  tell  you 
more  about  what  your  church  can  do  to  get  involved.  To  hear 
more  more  about  the  opportunities  call  Rev.  Tom  Chaffe  at 
919/794-3277. 

—  The  Rev.  Carolyn  West,  the  Rev.  Bob  Dannals  and  Lois 
Besanko  contributed  to  this  article. 


Pat  Crawford  from  Christ  Church  with  a  friend  she  made 
at  the  preschool  run  by  Church  of  the  Incarnation. 


WANTED:  Parishes  in  the  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina  who  want  to  grow  in  faith 
by  learning  from  parishes  in  another 
culture! 

The  Companion  Diocese  Commission 
would  be  glad  to  send  a  speaker  to  your 
church  to  tell  you  more  about  how  this 
can  happen.  Call  the  Rev.  Tom  Chaffee 
at  919/794-3277  if  you  are  interested  in  a 
talk  to  your  adult  Sunday  school  or  any 
special  interest  group  within  your  church. 
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"When  did  you  get  power?" 


by  the  Rev.  Lee  Cutair 

On  Monday  after  the  big  storm,  I  joined  a  quiet  cue  at 
the  bank  waiting  to  take  my  turn  doing  business.  Though 
aesthetically  pleasing,  our  bank  has  hard  walls  that  allow 
everyone's  comments  to  float  through  the  business  area. 
Even  a  whisper  becomes  a  public  statement.  One  particular 
message  kept  going  through  the  otherwise  subdued  hall  that 
morning.  It  was  a  question  that  showed  concern.  So  typical 
of  the  South,  "when  did  you  get  power?" 

From  this  I  assumed  that  everyone  had  power  at  the 
present  time,  and,  before  that  time,  everyone  had  been 
without  power.  I  couldn't  help  myself,  the  little  nudges  of 
sermon-making  started  running  up  and  down  my  spine.  The 
topic  of  having  power  or  not  having  power  vibrated  though 
my  homiletical  thoughts.  What  does  it  mean  to  have  power? 
Soren  Kierkegaard  could  have  asked  a  question  like  that. 
What,  I  puzzled,  does  power  mean  to  the  average  resident  of 
this  little  town? 

My  conclusion  was  simple  and  not  particularly  theologi- 
cal. Power,  in  terms  of  the  Tideland  people  or  CP&L,  means 
comfort  and  stability.  The  final  knot  in  my  stomach  after 
Bertha  didn't  completely  disappear  until  the  hum  of  little, 
electric  motors  told  me  that  we  were  using  fossil  fuels  again 
—  generously.  We  had  power,  and  this  one  individual, 
waiting  out  a  bad  storm  missed  the  power  very  much.  Life 
was  not  quite  as  secure  for  me  with  the  air  conditioning 
silent. 

A  few  days  later,  I  no  longer  sensed  pleasure  at  hearing 


the  hum  of  the  refrigerator  or  the  sight  of  a  lighted  room.  I 
am  once  again  at  ease  with  the  power  of  electricity,  until  the 
next  time.  Life  is  now  as  it  should  be  until  the  next  time. 

How  easy  it  is  to  turn  things  into  "gods."  How  easy  it  is 
to  worship  what  gives  comfort  and  stability  as  if  it  were 
"god."  People  are  good  at  it,  at  least  until  they  experience  the 
loss  of  the  ability  of  their  gods  to  control  their  lives  or  their 
environment.  Then  a  new  search  begins,  a  search  that  looks 
beyond  electric  lights  or  stoves  or  fans  or  money. 

Having  electric  power  won't  solve  all  yearnings  for 
stability  and  peace.  Our  personal  generators  only  remind  us 
of  the  fact  that ,  that  which  we  depend  on  is  not  working. 
Power,  the  power  that  undergirds  lives  in  all  situations,  is 
God's  power.  We  can  take  it  for  granted,  like  we  do  electric 
power,  in  which  case,  there  may  be  a  void  as  unsettling  as  a 
power  blackout  when  our  life  gets  crazy. 

The  power  of  God  is  known  to  us  in  living  the  life  of 
Jesus  on  good  days  and  bad  days.  Valleys  then  become 
places  where  we  almost  automatically  practice  the  familiar 
dialogue  of  prayer  on  good  days  and  bad  and  trust  because 
we  have  been  polishing  and  strengthening  it  all  along. 

This  month  may  be  a  time  to  restock  supply  in  prepara- 
tion for  the  next  storm,  but  with  or  without  electricity,  water, 
or  the  comfort  we  often  crave,  there  can  be  another  surety 
deep  in  our  spirits,  the  promise  and  the  reality  of  Everlasting 
Arms. 

—  reprinted  from  The  Moorings,  the  newsletter  of  St. 
Thomas,  Oriental. 


Chestnut  Memorial  Chapel,  July  1996 


"We  feel  so  fortunate  to  be  able  to  continue 
services,"  said  Coronell  Chestnut  after 
Bertha's  distinctive  forces  hit  Topsail  Island 
in  July.  Although  Bertha  caused  roof  dam- 
age and  leaks,  tore  screens  and  blew  down 
doors  to  the  Chestnut  Memorial  Chapel, 
cottage  and  community  center,  but  two 
services  were  held  as  scheduled  at  the 
summer  chapel. 


Suggestions  for 

New  Member  Ministry  in 

the  Family  Parish: 


Plan  a  one-to-one  visit  with  a 
retired  "matriarch"  or  "patri- 
arch" who  loves  to  tell  about 
the  family  "lore"  of  the  parish. 

Gi  ve  the  newcomer  a  brief 
history  and  membership  roster. 

Identify  close  friends  or  family 
members  already  in  the  parish. 
Ask  them  to  act  as  a  "guide"  for 
the  newcomer. 

Be  interested  in  and  learn  about 
the  newcomer.  Listen  to  them 
talk  about  work,  family, 
community  and  social  clubs, 
schools. 

Recruit  members  willing  to 
seek  out  persons  at  church 
gatherings.  These  members 
must  make  an  effort  to  build  a 
friendship  with  the  newcomer. 

Clergy  can  readily  act  as  the 
"safe"  person  to  whom  a 
newcomer  can  speak  openly 
about  the  ups  and  downs  of 
building  new  relationships. 


New  Member  Ministry  in 
the  Family  Parish 


by  the  Rev.  Jeff  Douglas 

The  close  ties  that  characterize  family  parishes  and  which  are 
so  attractive  to  us  can  also  mean  that  to  the  outsider,  the 
community,  looks  closed.  New  members  need  to  share  the 
history,  traditions  and  friendships  that  make  the  family  parish 
the  treasure  that  it  is.  "Matriarchs"  and  "patriarchs"  open  to 
new  people,  pleasant  gatekeepers  who  seek  out  new  faces, 
members  open  to  new  friendships  and  clergy  who  can  be  the 
safe  place  where  newcomers  can  come  out  from  under  the 
microscope  are  all  necessary  to  incorporate  new  members 
into  the  family  parish. 

The  great  blessing  of  family  parishes  is  that  each  member  is 
loved  and  cared  for  intimately.  Family  parishes  have  a 
strong  sense  of  identity  and  community.  These  small 
parishes  have  a  tight-knit  structure  with  "matriarchs"  and 
"patriarchs."  These  strong  parental  figures  may  dominate  the 
small  church.  It  is  they  who  establish  the  norms  of  parish 
family  life  and  control  any  changes  made  within  the  parish. 

Attracting  new  members  often  depends  on  the  parish's 
commitment  to  Christ's  command  to  "love  your  neighbor  as 
yourself."  This  vocation  is  a  long-term  commitment  in  the 
small  parish  and  therefore  a  large  percentage  of  the  congrega- 
tion should  be  involved  in  defining  this  vocation.  Such  a 
commitment  must  fulfill  a  visible  need  in  the  community 
within  the  five  basic  functions  of  a  congregation:  social 
service,  worship,  education,  evangelism  and  pastoral  care. 
Such  a  vocation  will  inspire  others  to  want  to  identify  with 
the  parish.  Beware  that  tension  will  develop  if  those  who 


receive  a  service  from  the  church  are  not  welcomed  as  equal 
partners  in  the  life  of  the  congregation. 

New  members  come  into  family  and  friendship  ties  that  have 
often  existed  for  generations.  Think  in  terms  of  family  units 
rather  than  individuals.  Changing  churches  or  becoming  a 
church  member  is  a  major  change  that  is  often  driven  by 
family  decision-making. 

Newcomers  are  usually  known  by  at  least  one  person  in  the 
church  and  by  the  "gatekeeper."  "Gatekeepers"  are  people 
who  greet  newcomers  at  the  door.  They  are  usually  a 
cheerful,  welcoming  person.  If  a  crisis  or  other  trouble  is 
involved  in  the  newcomers  decision  to  visit,  chances  are  that 
the  community  has  already  known  about  it  "through  the 
grapevine."  Grace  and  sensitivity  are  extremely  important  in 
such  cases. 

The  newcomer  needs  information  about  the  history  and 
traditions  of  the  parish  in  order  to  fit  in  knowledgeably. 
Showing  acceptance  and  recognition  when  you  "bump  into" 
the  newcomer  at  the  store,  gas  station  or  other  daily  routines 
is  important.  "Gatekeepers"  and  church  leaders  need  to 
arrange  gradual  and  intentional  associations  with  the  matri- 
archs and  patriarchs.  (Mother  lions  slowly  introduce  their 
cubs  to  the  pride,  especially  the  dominate  fathers,  because 
rejection  is  a  death  sentence.)  The  same  is  true  with  new 
members.  Allow  newcomers  and  the  patriarchs  and  matri- 
archs to  slowly  mix  socially.  Newcomers  need  "safe" 
persons  with  which  to  discuss  their  new  relationships. 


The  second  part  of  a  series  from  the  Department  of  Congregations  &  Development  to  aid  parishes  in  making  new  disciples. 
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HSt  Fun  in  the 
Summer  Time 


Laughter  •  singing  •  sailing  •  swim- 
ming •  games  •  worship  •  camp/ires  • 
doo-hammer  stories  •  carnivals  •  talent 
shows  •  <srr/       crafts  •  sandcastles  • 
dances  •  beach  walks 

These  are  the  hallmarks  of  life  at  Camp  Trinity.  Here 
events  are  marked  by  fellowship,  camaraderie  and 
community.  Ask  any  camper  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  at 
Camp  Trinity  the  Spirit  is  alive! 

1 996  was  a  banner  year  for  Camp  Trinity  with  640 
campers  attending  the  nine  weeks  of  camp.  Four  Counse- 
lors-in-Training  from  the  Diocese  of  Puerto  Rico  added  a 
unique  dimension  to  the  '96  camp  and  Bishop  and  Mrs. 
Alvarez  of  Puerto  Rico  visited  for  a  day  as  they  left  their 
daughter  to  participate  in  the  camping  program. 

Adventurers  Camp,  as  always,  was  a  week  of  happy 
campers  and  devoted  volunteers  sharing  an  extraordinary 
camp  experience  together.  Twenty-five  volunteers  from 
across  the  diocese  gave  their  time,  love,  and  support  to 
this  special  group  of  campers. 

A  visit  from  hurricane  Bertha  did  little  to  subdue  the 
energy  level  of  Explorers  III  camp.  Taking  the  evacuation 
in  stride,  campers  transported  Camp  Trinity's  spirit  to 
Kinston.  The  Kinston  Indian's  performance  was  boosted 
by  the  enthusiastic  cheers  from  the  camping  crowd  and 
fans  were  treated  to  boisterous  renditions  of  Trinity's 
traditional  camp  songs.  With  the  parish  hall  of  St.  Mary's 
doubling  as  cabins,  playing  fields  and  the  Centrum,  camp 
life  continued  with  Bertha  Olympics,  a  talent  show  and  a 
dance.  Members  of  St.  Mary's  offered  their  homes  for 
showers,  fed  campers  and  spent  time  calling  families  and 
supporting  the  staff  and  campers. 

An  outstanding  group  of  chaplains  offered  the 
campers  their  time,  wonderful  teachings  and  beautiful 
worship  experiences  during  the  '96  season.  These 
Christian  education  leaders  were:  The  Rev.  Phil  Craig,  St. 
John's,  Wilmington;  The  Rev.  Mike  Cogsdale,  St.  Francis, 
Bogue  Banks;  The  Rev.  Phil  Glick,  St.  Thomas,  Ahoskie; 
Mrs.  Vickie  Peterson,  St.  Timothy's,  Greenville;  Mrs. 
Cookie  Cantwell,  St.  James',  Wilmington;  Ms.  Lisa  Shaw, 
St.  Mary's,  Kinston;  The  Revs.  Barbara  and  Tom 
Chaffee,  St.  Thomas',  Windsor;  The  Rev.  Martha 
Honacker,  Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville;  The  Rev. 
Frank  Russ,  St.  Francis,  Goldsboro;  and  The  Rev. 
Ron  Abrams,  Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville. 

Camp  Trinity  continues  to  be  blessed  by 
talented  young  people  who  offer  their  work  with 
the  campers  as  a  ministry  each  summer.  The  1996 
camp  staff  served  faithfully  and  joyfully  over  the 
summer.  Many  thanks  to  all  of  the  young  adults 
from  the  diocese  who  continue  to  impact  our 
children  in  many  positive  ways. 
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"Children  Are  My  Ministry 
This  Full-Time  Volunteer 
Gives  Every  Day 

by  Sarah  Shew 

Talking  about  the  problems  of  the  world  is  easy.  Doing  some- 
thing about  them  takes  time  and  effort.  Nobody  knows  that  better 
than  Elizabeth  Buck  of  Holden  Beach,  who  donates  her  energy  every 
day  as  a  volunteer  for  many  Brunswick  County  children's  charities. 

She  is  president  of  the  Hope  Harbor  Home  board  of  directors, 
chairman  of  the  Community-Based  Alternatives  Task  Force,  chairman  M 
of  the  Family  Ministries  Commission  of  the  Episcopal  diocese,  a  af 
Guardian  ad  Litem,  the  Director  of  Christian  Education  at  St.  James 

the  Fisherman  Episcopal  Church,  a  member  of  the  Child  Fatality  Prevention  Team,  the  Teen 
Family  Development  Project  advisory  board  and  a  local  board  dedicated  to  bringing  an 
emergency  teen  shelter  to  the  county. 

At  69  years  old,  Betty,  as  she  prefers  to  be  called,  is  one  of  the  busiest  volunteers  you'll 
ever  meet.  Although  she  officially  retired  as  a  Guardian  ad  Litem  director  three  years  ago,  she 
has  never  stopped  working. 

"I  just  stopped  getting  paid,"  she  explains. 

A  native  of  Columbia,  SC,  Betty  came  to  Brunswick  County  from  Brevard  in  1981  when 
her  husband  was  offered  the  job  as  town  administrator  at  Holden  Beach. 

She  began  her  work  here  as  a  guidance  counselor  at  South  Brunswick  High  School,  then 
went  on  to  Union  and  Waccamaw  elementary  schools.  Betty  then  spent  six  years  as  district 
administrator  of  Brunswick  County's  Guardian  ad  Litem  program,  which  offers  support  for 
neglected  and  abused  children  in  the  court  system. 

"When  I  was  there,  kids  knew  there  was  somebody  on  their  side,"  she  tells  of  her  work  in 
the  program,  which  she  remembers  fondly. 

She  recently  recalled  the  time  a  judge  ordered  her  to  go  to  the  health  department  with  two 
parents  who  refused  to  have  their  children  immunized.  "He  said  "  Betty,  I  want  to  go  with 
them  and  stand  there  while  the  children  get  their  shots'",  she  said. 

Betty  retired  from  Guardian  ad  Litem  three  years  ago  and  began  donating  more  time  to 
her  volunteer  projects,  including  the  Brunswick  County  Interagency  Task  Force,  which  she 
founded.  The  group  put  together  a  children's  program  at  Hope  Harbor  Home,  Brunswick 
County's  domestic  violence  shelter. 

Her  work  with  the  task  force  lewd  her  to  a  seat  on  the  shelter's  board  of  directors  and 
eventually,  to  the  presidency. 

In  the  time  Betty  has  been  on  board,  Hope  Harbor  has  started  a  full-time  family  counsel- 
ing program,  built  a  recreation  room  and  two  additional  bedrooms,  started  a  satellite  program 
that  sent  counselors  to  other  areas  of  the  county,  began  around-the-clock  staffing  and  estab- 
lished two  thrift  stores  to  benefit  the  shelter. 

All  this  work,  she  says,  is  her  duty  as  a  deacon  in  the  Episcopal  Church. 

"I'm  a  deacon,  and  this  is  my  ministry  in  the  world — children  are  my  ministry,  "  Betty 
explains. 

She  started  her  community  involvement  as  an  active  church-goer  and  mother,  following 
her  husband,  R.W.  Buck  to  small  towns  throughout  North  Carolina  and  raising  their  four 
children.  Her  work  as  a  professional  helper  began  innocently  enough. 

"People  would  keep  coming  to  me  for  advice.  I  didn't  know  what  to  tell  them"  said,  so 
she  began  pursuing  a  career  in  counseling,  following  a  local  school  superintendent's  advice  to 
go  to  graduate  school  at  Appalachian  State  University.  Twenty-three  years  earlier,  Betty  had 
received  a  bachelor's  degree  in  English  and  political  science  from  the  University  of  South 
Carolina. 

As  luck  would  have  it,  her  daughter  was  a  rising  senior  at  Appalachian  and  the  two  lived 
together  in  an  apartment  near  the  campus.  Betty  said  she  was  the  first  person  in  North 
Carolina  to  receive  a  master's  degree  in  counseling  without  first  having  a  bachelor's  degree  in 
education. 

She  took  jobs  in  counseling  and  child  psychology  at  schools  in  Henderson,  New  Smyrna 
Beach,  Florida  and  Brevard  before  moving  to  Holden  Beach  in  1981  and  retiring  in  1993. 

In  February,  Betty  was  named  the  1995  "Child  Advocate  of  the  Year"  by  Brunswick 
County  Partnership  for  Children  for  her  work  with  the  Guardian  ad  Litem  program. 

Her  latest  project  is  a  joint  effort  by  several  county  volunteers  to  establish  an  emergency 
shelter  for  teen-agers  in  crisis  situations. 

"I  have  been  advocating  for  a  teen  shelter  since  I  came  here,"  Betty  noted.  "It's  a  real 
need  we  have  here." 

Betty  says  she  wants  to  slow  down  a  little  bit  and  have  a  more  relaxed  life  for  awhile,  and 
her  term  as  president  of  the  Hope  Harbor  Home  board  of  director  expires  in  January  1997. 

But,  she  says,  whenever  she  thinks  of  doing  that,  something  always  happens  to  spur  her 
into  action  and  leaves  her  little  time  for  leisurely  activities. 

That's  fortunate  for  the  children  and  families  of  Brunswick  County. 


How  do  I  tell  My  daugh- 
ter that  she  is  not  training 
her  son  the  way  that  she 
should?  What  is  a  mother/ 
grandmother's  duty  when 
she  sees  mistakes  being 
made  in  discipline,  etc.  ? 


In  the  Diocese  of  What  a  fine  line  grandparents  walk  with 

East  CaroWna  respect  to  speaking  or  not  speaking  when  they 

feel  their  children  are  not  doing  a  good  job  with 
their  children.  One  way  to  address  the  problem  is  to  ask  if  your  action  would  be 
interpreted  as  interference.  Sometimes,  grandparents  have  to  hold  their  well- 
intentioned  advice;  sometimes  they  are  free  to  make  suggestions.  The  decision  has  to 
be  considered  carefully. 

In  the  case  of  real  abuse  or  neglect,  someone  must  protect  the  child.  If  it  falls  to  the 
grandparents,  so  be  it.  This  can  cause  family  discord  and  pain,  but  children  do  need 
protection.  Usually,  though,  the  case  is  not  so  clear  cut. 

Probably  it  is  best  to  keep  in  mind  that  when  our  children  leave  us,  our  main  role 
in  parenting  is  finished.  Adults  make  their  own  decisions  and  advice  should  be  offered 
only  when  asked.  Parents  of  adult  children  need  to  step  back  and  let  their  grown 
children  make  their  own  decisions  even  if  the  parents  fear  the  worst  and  disagree 
strongly.  If  your  parents  continued  to  tell  you  what  to  do  after  you  were  on  your  own, 
do  you  remember  how  it  made  you  feel?  Our  loving  Heavenly  Father  has  given  us 
freedom  as  His  children  and  has  allowed  us  to  make  mistakes  so  that  we  might  grow. 

Can  we  do  less  if  danger  to  the  child  is  not  involved? 

Grandparents  do  have  a  wonderful  role  to  play  with  their  grandchildren.  They  can 
love  the  children  without  having  to  be  disciplinarians.  You  don't  have  to  approve  of 
the  child's  misbehavior,  but  you  can  let  the  child  know  that  he  or  she  can  depend  on 
your  love.  Everyone  needs  someone  who  gives  him  or  her  unconditional  positive 
regard.  Grandparents  are  just  right  for  this!  Enjoy! 

— by  Betty  Buck,  child  advocate  and  counselor. 


You  are  invited  to  a 


WHITE  ELEPHANT  SALE 


to  be  held  by  the 

Episcopal  Church  Women 
of 

St.  John's  Church, 
Fayetteville 

302  Green  Street 
Saturday,  October  19,  1996 
8:00  am  to  3:00  pm 


Counse^ 


W  I 


ECC: 


•  Sound  therapeutic  counseling  and 
spiritual  growth  for  adults,  children, 
couples,  families,  and  individuals 

•  Daytime  and  evening  appointments 

•  Counselors:  Dorothy  W.  Andrew, 
CCSW  Sonja  D.  Robinson,  RN, 

MEd,  NCLPC  and  Vickt  J.  Peterson, 
CCSW,  MSW 

16  North  16th  Street 
Wilmington,  NC  28401 
(910)251-1792 
and 

St.  Paul's,  Greenville 
(919)  752  3452 
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On  July  I,  President  Bill  Clinton  proclaimed  a  national  month  of 
unity,  declaring  that  "the  recent  rash  of  arson  attacks  against  black 
churches  and  other  houses  of  worship  is  a  stark  reminder  that  our 
work  to  build  common  ground  is  far  from  over." 


By  the  middle  of  the  month,  church  groups  were  reporting  the 
tangible  evidence  of  that  unity  in  the  form  of  a  massive  outpouring  of 
money  and  resources  from  individuals,  corporations  and  foundations 
in  response  to  the  destruction. 

As  of  July  17,  the  National  Council  of  Churches  (NCC),  which 
has  spearheaded  much  of  the  relief  effort,  had  collected  more  than 
$7.7  million  in  cash,  in  kind  gifts  and  pledges  for  its  Burned  Churches 
Fund.  A  group  of  10  foundations  was  responsible  for  granting  $1.5 
million  of  this  total  with  three  other  foundations  pledging  $1.5 
million  more.  The  NCC's  grants  committee  has  released  $9 1 6,000  of 
these  funds  for  restoration  of  nine  burned  African  American  churches. 

According  to  Nan  Marvel,  director  of  the  Presiding  Bishop's 
Fund  for  World  Relief,  the  fund  quickly  exceeded  its  goal  of  $  1 00,000 
in  its  own  drive  to  support  the  burned  churches  by  collecting 
$124,182  through  July  19. 

While  the  Rev.  Joan  Brown-Campbell,  the  NCC  general  secre- 
tary, has  estimated  that  rebuilding  of  burned  and  desecrated  African 
American  churches  and  other  houses  of  worship  will  take  approxi- 
mately $12  million,  the  NCC  is  also  considering  how  to  confront  an 
equally  important  task:  how  to  rebuild  the  affected  communities. 

"People  are  looking  for  a  100-yard  dash  solution,"  said  Diane 
Porter,  chair  of  the  NCC  program  committee  for  burned  churches, 
and  the  Episcopal  Church's  executive  for  program.  "But  we're  going 
to  be  in  this  for  the  marathon — its  going  to  be  long." 


lined  up  outside,  hoping  for  a  seat. 

"They  came  in  celebration  of  their  oneness  in  Christ,  but  also  in 
repentance,  confessing  their  sins  of  racism  and  denominationalism 
which  have  too  long  kept  them  apart,"  Guernsey  said.  "It  was  an 
electrifying  experience  for  many,  many  people." 

Christians  of  different  races  assisted  with  the  service,  including 
pastors  who  led  prayers  and  readings,  singers  who  participated  in  the 
combined  adult  and  children  choirs,  and  100  ministers  who  distrib- 
uted communion  in  the  pews.  The  service's  focal  point — the  celebra- 
tion of  communion — provided  a  rare  opportunity  to  unite  across 
denominational  as  well  as  racial  lines. 

Structure  Commission  Recommends  Changes  in 
Episcopal  Church's  National  Organization 

(ENS)  In  a  draft  report  emerging  from  more  than  a  year  of  study, 
the  Standing  Commission  on  the  Structure  of  the  Episcopal  Church  has 
proposed  sweeping  changes  in  the  church's  system  of  national  com- 
mittees and  commissions,  as  well  as  in  the  roles  of  the  presiding  bishop 
and  Executive  Council. 

The  report  will  be  distributed  widely  for  comment  before  being 
revised  into  a  final  form  to  be  submitted  as  the  commission's  official 
"Blue  Book"  report  to  the  1 997  General  Convention.  Structure  com- 
mission members  stress  that  the  recommendations  are  no  more  than 
that:  General  Convention  itself  will  have  to  decide  on  making  any 
actual  changes. 

Charged  by  the  1 994  General  Convention  to  review  the  system  of 
"interim  bodies,"  or  the  approximately  30  ongoing  national  commit- 
tees and  commissions  that  serve  between  General  Conventions,  the 
structure  commission  was  further  directed  by  Presiding  Bishop  Edmond 
Browning  and  House  of  Deputies  President  Pamela  Chinnis  to  ask  a 
broader  question  of  how  the  church  might  be  organized  if  it  were  being 
created  anew. 

Its  44-page  initial  report,  released  in  June,  would  shift  the  empha- 
sis of  the  presiding  bishop's  job  away  from  day-to-day  management  of 
the  church,  strengthen  the  Executive  Council  by  making  it  more 
responsible  for  overseeing  the  church's  programs,  and  significantly 
reshuffle  the  current  list  of  commissions.  In  general,  fewer,  more 
broadly  focused  committees  would  support  a  church  mission  that  gives 
precedence  to  local  ministry. 


Joint  service  Breaks  Down  Racial  Barriers 
During  America's  Most  Segregated  Hour 


(ENS)  In  Virginia's  eastern 
Prince  William  County,  what  is 
sometimes  called  the  most  seg- 
regated hour  in  America  was 
turned  into  a  united  call  for  ra- 
cial reconciliation  June  30,  as 
more  than  5,000  Christians  of 
different  races  and  denomina- 
tions gave  up  their  own  Sunday 
morning  services  to  worship  to- 
gether. 


Episcopalians  from  three 
churches  in  the  Diocese  of  Virginia  gathered  with  members  of  30 
other  churches  in  "A  Taste  of  Heaven,"  a  massive  communion 
service  held  at  1 1  a.m.  at  Cecil  D.  Hylton  Memorial  Chapel  in 
Woodbridge,  Virginia. 

The  Rev.  John  Guernsey,  rector  of  All  Saints  Church  in  Dale 
City,  said  that  the  idea  for  such  a  service  started  small — as  a  shared 

Sunday  afternoon  service — but  that  "God  had  a  different  idea  He 

wanted  this  service  to  be  held  in  prime  time." 

But  even  Guernsey  said  that  he  was  unprepared  for  the  outpour- 
ing of  religious  fervor  the  service  sparked. 

On  the  morning  of  "A  Taste  of  Heaven,"  members  of  the  33 
congregations,  which  included  All  Saints,  St.  Margaret's  Church  in 
Woodbridge,  and  the  Church  of  Christ  Our  Lord  in  Lake  Ridge, 
crowded  into  the  chapel.  The  sheer  number  of  people  gathering 
delayed  the  service's  opening  as  cars  were  backed  up  and  unable  to 
enter  the  chapel's  parking  lot.  By  11:30  a.m.,  the  auditorium  was 
filled  to  capacity,  and  folding  chairs  were  set  up  hastily  as  hundreds 


Union  of  Black  Episcopalians  Draws  500  to 
Washington  D.C. 

(ENS)  The  flames  that  have  touched  black  churches  in  the  South 
are  fearful  signs  of  an  underlying  racism  in  society  that  must  be 
eradicated,  participants  in  the  national  conference  of  the  Union  of 
Black  Episcopalians  (UBE)  were  told. 

An  estimated  500  UBE  members,  including  150  youth,  took  part 
in  the  conference  called  "Seeds  of  Healing,  Signs  of  Hope"  at  Ameri- 
can University  in  Washington  D.C,  June  24-28. 

"The  fuel  of  these  fires  can  be  traced  to  an  environment  of  bigotry, 
racism  and  hatred,"  said  Dr.  Manning  Marable,  professor  of  history  at 
Columbia  University  in  his  keynote  address.  "We  cannot  end  the 
burning  unless  we  address  the  cause  of  the  violence  in  itself." 

Marable,  who  also  directs  Columbia's  Institute  for  Research  in 
African-American  Studies,  urged  the  participants  to  reflect  on  their 
past  as  a  way  to  understand  the  politics  of  today's  society. 

"No  matter  what  we  accomplish,  it  is  gained  from  the  vision  and 
sacrifice  and  sweat  of  our  brothers  and  sisters  before  us,"  said  Marable. 
"The  fight  for  equality  and  social  justice  still  has  a  long  way  to  go 
because  there  is  a  retreat  from  equality  that  is  unparalleled  in  our 
society." 

Bishop  Herbert  Thompson  of  Southern  Ohio  also  urged  members 
to  rise  to  the  challenge  of  helping  with  the  rebuilding  of  the  churches 
that  have  been  burned.  The  conference  approved  two  resolutions  to 
send  money  to  the  Presiding  Bishop's  Fund  for  World  Relief,  which  is 
working  closely  with  the  National  Council  of  Churches  in  providing 
assistance. 


Archbishop  Desmond  Tutu  receives  First  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury  Award 

(ACNS)  Arch- 
bishop Desmond  Tutu 
of  Southern  Africa  be- 
came the  first  recipient 
of  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury's  Award  for 
Outstanding  Service  to 
the  Anglican  Commun- 
ionduring an  farewell 
service  for  him  at  the 
end  of  June. 

The  award  was  a 
specially  commis- 
sioned silver  casket  set 
on  the  top  with  mala- 
chite and  a  Canterbury 
Cross,  the  center  of 
which  is  set  with  a  tan- 
zanite  stone  that  is  lo- 
cal to  South  Africa. 

In  presenting  the  award,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  George  Carey 
said,  "It  has  long  been  my  intention  to  introduce  a  special  award,  which 
would  be  made  only  very  rarely;  an  award  to  individuals  from  around 
the  Anglican  Communion  who,  through  their  lifetime,  make  a  quite 
outstanding  contribution  to  the  life  of  the  Communion,  and  to  our  own 
witness  in  the  world." 

There  could  be  "no  more  suitable  person  to  receive  this  first 
award,"  than  Tutu,  he  said,  who  has  "given  his  life  to  the  people  oL 
South  Africa,  and  to  preaching  the  Word  of  God  through  his  life  as  wfil 
as  his  words,  wherever  he  has  gone  in  the  world."  \ 

Tutu  also  was  presented  with  the  Order  for  Meritorious  Service  by 
President  Nelson  Mandela  of  South  Africa  for  his  outstanding  service 
in  the  public  interest.  This  presentation  represented  the  first  time  that 
the  award,  normally  given  to  heads  of  state,  was  given  to  a  South 
African  citizen. 

While  Tutu  is  retiring  as  archbishop  of  Capetown  and  primate  of 
the  Province  of  Southern  Africa,  he  will  continue  as  chairman  of  South 
Africa's  official  Truth  and  Reconciliation  Commission,  which  is  inves- 
tigating abuses  perpetrated  in  the  apartheid  era. 

Episcopal  Church  Treasurer  Sentenced  to  Five 
Years  For  Embezzlement 

(ENS)  Dismissing  claims  of  former  Episcopal  Church  treasurer 
Ellen  Cooke  that  mental  illness  combined  with  stress  caused  her  to 
embezzle  more  than  $2  million  from  the  church,  United  States  District 
Court  Judge  Maryanne  Trump  Barry  departed  from  court  guidelines, 
July  1 0,  to  hand  Cooke  a  stiffer  than  usual  sentence  of  five  years  in  ' 
prison. 

Cooke's  attorney,  Plato  Cacheris,  said  later  that  Cooke  will 
appeal  the  sentence,  but  may  start  her  incarceration  as  scheduled, 
August  26,  while  the  appeal  is  pending. 

While  Cacheris  had  argued  that  the  sentence  should  be  less  than 
normally  stipulated  by  the  federal  guidelines  because  Cooke  suffered 
from  a  type  of  "bipolar"  mental  disorder,  Barry  called  the  psychiatric 
defense  "spurious"  and  instead  condemned  Cooke's  efforts  to  avoid 
responsibility. 

"This  defendant  deliberately  and  meticulously,  and  with  knowl- 
edge then  and  now,  looted  the  national  church  over  a  period  of  years 
with  one  reason  and  one  reason  only — to  live  the  life  of  someone  she 
was  not,"  Barry  said.  Noting  that  she  has  rarely  ordered  a  stiffer 
sentence  than  the  guidelines  recommend,  Barry  nonetheless  said  that 
the  circumstances  of  Cooke's  case  "scream  for  an  upward  departure." 

Cooke,  who  was  national  treasurer  from  1986  until  the  end  of 
1 994,  pleaded  guilty  January  24  to  tax  evasion  and  transporting  stolen 
money  across  state  lines  in  connection  with  the  embezzlement  that 
occurred  over  the  last  four  years  of  her  tenure.  Funds  siphoned  from 
a  number  of  accounts  went  to  purchase  and  renovate  a  house  in 
Montclair,  New  Jersey,  and  a  farm  in  Virginia,  as  well  as  to  pay  her 
children's  private  school  tuition. 

The  five-year  sentence,  which  exceeds  the  normal  maximum 
suggested  by  the  federal  guidelines  by  14  months,  will  be  served  at 
Cooke's  request  at  the  federal  Prison  Camp  for  Women  at  Alderson, 
West  Virginia,  so  that  Cooke  can  be  near  her  family  in  Virginia. 
Cooke  could  earn  a  slight  reduction  in  her  sentence  through  "good 
time,"  but  parole  is  no  longer  permitted  under  the  federal  guidelines. 
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What  I  Did  On  My  Summer 
Vacation -How  Rectors  Retreat 


by  Lisa  Stiles  Nance 

Just  because  you  only  see  your  rector  on  Sunday, 
doesn't  mean  he  or  she  only  works  one  day  a  week.  Much  to 
the  exasperation  of  their  families,  most  parish  priests  work 
seven  days  a  week.  Add  to  that  night  committee  meetings, 
diocesan  trips,  and  community  involvement  and  it's  no 
wonder  that  when  vacation  time  rolls  around,  many  priests 
try  to  steer  clear  of  any  clerical-type  activities. 

"My  vacation  is  the  perfect  time  to  do  what  everyone 
else  is  already  doing  on  the  weekends,"  says  Ron  Abrams, 
Rector  of  Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville.  "We  went  to  a  movie 
on  a  Saturday  night  during  my  vacation.  That  might  not 
sound  like  a  big  deal  for  a  vacation,  but  usually  we  never  get 
to  do  anything  on  the  weekends,  especially  Saturday  night." 

The  number  one  vacation  activity  among  the  clergy 
asked  was  travel.  The  Rev.  Barbara  Chaffee  of  St.  Thomas', 
Windsor,  owns  a  summer  house  in  Wisconsin,  where  she 
spent  two  weeks  sailing,  swimming,  and  playing  golf.  From 
there  it  was  on  to  Martha's  Vineyard  to  visit  her  children  and 
grandchildren.  Like  Chaffee,  many  priests  use  vacation  time 
to  visit  distant  family.  Others  travel  for  the  pleasure  of 
discovering  new  places  such  as  Hawaii,  Germany,  and 
England.  Still  others  take  the  kids  on  the  obligatory  family 
trip  to  Disney  World. 


And,  if  you  think  your  Rector's  vacation  involves 
intense  biblical  studies  and  pursuits,  you  may  be  surprised  to 
find  out  that  beneath  that  book  cover  is  the  latest  trashy 
novel.  Many  priests  say  their  vacation  is  the  only  time  they 
get  to  read  those  juicy  fiction  bestsellers.  "Eat  junk  food  and 
read  junk  books,"  Deacon  Jo  Ann  Bell  of  St.  Paul's, 
Greenville  laughingly  describes  one  of  her  favorite  vacation 
activities-  The  Rev.  Bill  Brettman  of  St.  Stephen's, 
Goldsboro  also  likes  to  catch  up  "on  those  good  novels.  His 
vacation  this  summer  found  him  reading  at  the  beach, 
enjoying  some  "...true  R  &  R,  and  just  vegetating..."  he  says. 

There  are  those  that  do  manage  to  combine  religious 
enrichment  with  fun  on  their  vacation.  The  Rev.  Martha 
Honaker,  Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville,  participated  in  a  Celtic 
Pilgrimage  on  the  north  of  England  and  Scotland.  "Besides 
the  awesome  reality  of  being  in  a  place  where  Christianity 
began,"  says  Honaker,  "the  islands  were  beautiful.  I  wish  I 
could  have  stayed  longer." 

By  now  you've  figured  out  that  your  rector  is  no 
different  than  you  or  I.  But,  we  do  tend  to  put  them  on  a 
holy  pedestal  and  believe  that  their  every  waking  moment  is 
spent  in  Godly  pursuits.  In  reality,  even  the  righteous  need 
some  time  off.   It's  true,  even  Jesus  needed  a  vacation  from 
those  pesky  disciples  every  once  in  a  while. 


Cliffhanging  in  Colorado 


by  Susan  Taylor  Block 

July  28,  1996,  my  husband,  Fred,  and  I  left  Steamboat 
Springs,  Colorado,  where  we  had  been  visiting  his  daughter 
and  started  a  200  mile  drive  to  Crested  Butte  where  we  would 
meet  Bill  and  Susan  Trimble.  Bill  is  the  rector  at  St.  Andrew's 
on-the-Sound  in  my  hometown  of  Wilmington.  I  knew  that  the 
Trimbles  were  avid  fans  of  Colorado  and  frequently  spent 
some  of  their  vacation  time  there. 

The  200  mile  drive  from  Steamboat  to  Crested  Butte  is 
awesomely  beautiful.  Often  there  was  not  another  car  in  sight 
as  we  moved  from  one  postcard  shot  to  another.  I  searched  on 
the  radio  for  some  John  Denver  type  music,  not  that  I  like  it  but 
it  seemed  like  the  kind  of  thing  to  play  in  Colorado.  I  never 
found  it.  In  fact,  in  six  days  in  Colorado  I  never  heard  one 
breath  out  of  John  Denver.  Instead  I  settled  on  classical  music. 

As  I  drove  along,  I  thought  about  how  natural  it  would  be 
for  a  man  of  the  cloth  to  develop  an  affection  for  isolated 
terrain.  I  thought  about  the  lessons  of  the  wilderness  and  about 
Jesus  going  through  his  own  form  of  Outward  Bound  before 
his  ministry  began.  I  looked  at  the  mountains  majestically 
performing  the  same  pointing  function  as  a  steeple  or  a  Gothic 
arch.  With  every  turn  of  the  highway,  I  was  reminded  that  I  was 
completely  surrounded  by  something  that  could  only  have 
been  made  by  an  artistic  and  mighty  Creator. 

Suddenly  we  reached  a  new  kind  of  terrain  and  my 
thoughts  quickly  became  less  spiritual.  The  trees  disappeared 
and  we  were  surrounded  by  mountains  of  wind-sculpted  rock. 
It  felt  like  I  was  driving  down  the  middle  of  the  Grand  Canyon. 
In  three  different  places  a  giant  boulder  had  broken  away  and 
damaged  the  road.  "Falling  Rock"  signs  were  all  over  the 
place.  I  turned  off  the  radio. 

Then  we  got  to  something  called  the  Keblar  Pass,  eleva- 
tion 1 1,000  feet.  (In  North  Carolina  terms,  that's  two  Grandfa- 
ther Mountains. )"It  will  cut  off  90  miles  of  driving,"  said  my 
husband .  / 

Within  a  few  hundred  yards,  I  found  out  that  in  Colorado 
the  term  Pass  must  mean  Terrifying  Trail.  The  thirty  mile  pass 
took  60  minutes  as  I  eased  our  rental  car  over  the  occasionally 
traction  free  lane.  The  Keblar  Pass  is  as  curvy  as  a  World  War 
II  starlet,  has  a  shoulder  no  wider  than  the  breadth  of  a  banjo 


string  and  boasts  not  one  single  steel  barrier  to  separate  the 
motorist  from  a  drop  worthy  of  a  Road  Runner  cartoon. 

Every  five  or  six  miles  we  saw  the  rustic  sign,  "CAMP," 
with  an  arrow  pointing  down  an  even  worse  road.  The  terrain 
was  so  horrible  and  the  place  was  so  isolated,  I  figured  that  the 
state  of  Colorado  sent  juvenile  delinquents  to  the  camps  -  or 
even  reformable  adult  prisoners. 

"Don't  be  afraid,"  Fred  said.  "This  is  a  good  road.  Just  a 
good  old  washboard  road." 

Finally  we  reached  Crested  Butte  and  checked  into  a  bed 
and  breakfast  a  block  away  from  another  inn  where  the  Trimbles 
were  staying.  The  whole  town  looked  like  something  out  of  the 
old  Wyatt  Earp  television  show.  "Wyatt  Earp,  Wyatt  Earp, 
brave,  courageous  and  bold. . . "  went  the  song  through  my  head 
and  we  walked  up  the  street  to  see  the  Trimbles. 

"Fred,  Susan,  great  to  see  you.  Come  with  us.  We've  got 
a  four  wheel  drive  and  we  want  to  take  you  on  some  trails  you've 
never  seen  before.  Really  off  the  beaten  path.  You  get  the  best 
views  that  way." 

"Well  couldn't  we  just  go  down  to  the  main  street  and  try 
out  one  of  the  microbrewery  products?"  I  asked. 

"Later,"  said  my  collarless  minister. 

"  But  we  just  came  from  a  harrowing  drive.  .  . ." 

So  we  rode.  Bill  stopped  occasionally  on  the  uni-lane  paths 
to  point  out  a  rare  bird  that  only  a  full-time  ornithologist  or  the 
Rev.  Trimble  would  recognize.  (The  Trimbles  bring  along  a 
hummingbird  feeder  when  they  travel.)  He  showed  us  a  place 
where  the  rainbow  trout  fishing  is  good. 

"I  was  fishing  for  trout  the  other  day  and  suddenly  noticed 
bear  tracks.  I  worked  out  a  bargaining  plan  where  I  would  offer 
hpi  one  fish  after  another  as  I  sidled  away. 

"I  caught  a  beautiful  rainbow  trout  yesterday  and  cooked  it 
last  night.  I  thought  it  was  spectacular  but  my  wife  said  it  tasted 
"too  fishy." 

"Bill,  you  said  that  y'all  usually  don't  stay  in  hotels  or  inns. 
Where  do  you  stay?"  I  asked. 

"We  stay  in  places  like  the  campsites  off  the  Keblar  Pass," 
he  answered. 

I  was  speechless. 

"But  we  do  have  a  queen  size  air  mattress  and  a  gadget  that 
blows  it  up  for  us  and  we  have  a  stove  and  those  places  do  have 


Seeing  Double 

The  Rev.  John  Hagood  must  think  he  is  seeing 
double  in  the  sanctuary  of  St.  Peter' s-by-the-Sea  in 
Swansboro.  There  are  five  sets  of  twins  who  are 
members  of  St.  Peter's.  Four  are  pictured  above. 
From  front  to  rear  are  Chloe,  left,  and  Michelle 
Burgess,  14,  Jacob  and  Maggie  Sowell,  2,  and 
Christina  and  Michelle  Millwood,  15.  Hagood  is 
holding  Caleb  and  Jelsie  Kerr,  2  weeks,  who  had 
just  been  baptized.  (Berry-Bates  photo  from  the 
Tide  line  News.) 
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a  sort  of  earthy  bath  facility 
and  they  even  supply  tis- 
sue," he  added  proudly  as  if 
he  was  describing  the 
amenities  of  a  penthouse  in 
Trump  Tower. 

Suddenly  a  car  ap- 
peared out  of  nowhere  com- 
ing right  at  us  on  the  path. 
One  of  us  felt  a  pithy  exple- 
tive escape  through  her  lips. 
Bill  swerved  closer  to  the 
edge  of  the  cliff  and  we 
passed  within  a  coat  of 
southwestern  dust  of  each 
other.  "That  was  nothing,"     The  Author,  Susan  Block 

Susan  Trimble  said.  "Sometimes  it's  really  close." 

Finally  our  tour  was  over  and  we  returned  to  downtown 
Crested  Butte.  "Why  don't  we  have  a  drink  here?"  I  asked 
pointing  to  almost  the  very  first  bar  I  could  find.  Kochevar's 
Saloon  and  Gaming  Hall  was  built  in  1896  out  of  hand-hewn 
logs  and  Butch  Cassidy  once  gambled  there.  The  four  of  us 
sat  down  at  a  rustic  table  and  drank  a  toast  to  our  peculiarly 
placed  reunion. 

The  saloon  was  very  loud  and  everything  was  there  from 
cowboys  to  two  young  blond  women  in  micro  mini  shorts  who 
arrived  together  on  a  shiny  white  Harley  Davidson.  One 
strode  over  to  a  cowboy  and  kissed  him  so  hard  his  chair  fell 
back  and  then  she  and  her  tow  headed  girlfriend  wordlessly 
got  back  on  their  Harley  and  roared  down  the  street.  It  was 
Bill's  turn  to  be  speechless.  I  figured  it  must  be  a  lot  for  a  man 
used  to  vestry  meetings  and  DOCC  to  take  in. 

The  next  day  Fred  and  I  said  our  goodbyes  to  Bill  and 
Susan  Trimble.  We  left  them  there  with  their  ruffed  trails, 
winged  friends,  fishing  poles  and  those  campsites  from  hell 
and  drove  away  down  a  real  road.  I  found  some  vintage  rock 
music  on  the  radio,  thought  about  nothing  and  headed  straight 
for  a  gleaming  thirteen  story  hotel  in  downtown  Colorado 
Springs.  For  the  time  being,  I'll  leave  the  lessons  of  the 
wilderness  to  my  minister.  I'm  sure  I'll  hear  all  about  it  some 
Sunday  morning.... 


PAGE  10 


CROSS  CURRENT 


SEPTEMBER  1996 


I  1 

Registration  for  October  29  Overnight  Silent  Retreat 

$10.00  Deposit  Required.  Make  checks  payable  to:  The 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina  and  return  with  the  registration 
form  to  Flora  Shedd,  OWN,  P.O.  Drawer  380, 
Salter  Path,  NC  28575. 


Name 


Address 


Phone 
I  ~ 


Trinity  Center  and  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina 
invite  you  to  retreat  to  Trinity  Center. 

September  17-18 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Don  and  Mrs.  Betty  Brand  lead 
A  SPIRITUAL  TYPE  MYERS  BRIGGS  WORKSHOP 

To  assist  in  the  process  of  discerning  the  movement  of  God's  grace  in 

your  life. 

October  20 
Enjoy  and  Celebrate 
TRINITY  CENTER  DAY 

Then  remain  for  an 
OVERNIGHT  SILENT  RETREAT 

Antoinette  Anglin,  meditation  leader 
Sing  the  Daily  offices  and  participate  in  prayer  and  retreat 
The  retreat  begins  with  Evensong.  Silence  will  begin  with  the  medita- 
tion following  dinner.  Compline  ends  the  day.  The  next  morning  be- 
gins by  singing  of  Morning  Prayer.  Breakfast  follows,  then  a  medita- 
tion, silence,  noonday  prayers  and  lunch. 
All  rooms  are  singles.  The  cost  is  $62.00  including  three  meals. 

November  1 
ALL  SAINTS  QUIET  DAY 

The  Rev.  Michael  Curry,  Spiritual  Director 
Fr.  Curry,  rector  of  St.  James'  Episcopal  Church  in  Baltimore,  Mary- 
land, will  offer  meditations  and  spiritual  direction  during  the  celebration 
of  the  Feast  of  All  Saints.   Mark  your  calendars  now  or  call  Trinity 
Center,  919/247-5600  to  reserve  a  space. 
The  cost  is  $10.00  including  lunch. 


Prayer-Soaked  Land 


by  Jean  Marsh 

In  the  Old  Testament  much  is  made  of  a  land  for  God.  In 
Genesis,  the.Lord  asks  Abraham  to  move  to  new  land,  which 
he  gives  to  the  man's  offspring  (Genesis  12:1-7).  Jacob 
marks  the  place  (Bethel)  where  God  appears  to  him  in  a 
dream.  God  promises  to  give  Jacob  the  "land  on  which  (he) 
is  lying."  (Genesis  28:10-15)  In  Exodus,  the  Lord  cautions 
Moses  to  take  off  his  sandals  as  he  comes  closer  to  the 
burning  bush,  describing  the  place  he  is  standing  as  "holy 
land."  (Exodus  3:5) 

Watchman  Nee,  author  of  Changed  Into  His  Likeness, 
writes: 

"Today  God  still  has  'a  land'  on  the  earth,  although  it  is 
not  in  one  piece.  In  the  past  it  was  the  territory  and  the  whole 
kingdom  of  Israel.  Now  it  is  the  Church,  wherever  the 
Church  is  in  local  expression. ...  It  is  still  'the  land,' 
because  the  Body  of  Christ  stands  there.  God's  work  of 
recovery  begins  with  the  land.  Therefore  every  believer  can 
stand  for  God  and  for  his  will  in  the  place  where  he  lives  and 
works.  He  can  occupy  that  piece  of  territory  and  hold  it  for 
God. 

"God  wants  us  not  only  to  preach  the  gospel  and  to  edify 
and  build  up  his  Church,  he  wants  us  especially  to  stand  on 
this  earth  for  him." 

Trinity  Center  represents  land  for  God.  It  is  a  special 
place,  too,  because  the  events  there  have  been  the  object  of  so 
much  prayer  by  those  throughout  the  diocese.  Trinity 


Center's  land  is,  I  believe,  soaked  with  prayer. 

Two  events  in  my  life  illustrate  the  prayer-connectedness 
of  this  special  piece  of  God's  land.  My  walk  with  Christ 
began  at  Trinity  Center  six  months  after  I  was  widowed.  In 
my  mind's  eye,  Jesus  walked  beside  me  as  I  went  forward  for 
prayer  during  a  healing  service.  My  life  has  not  been  the 
same  since.  When  I  returned  to  Trinity  Center  to  be  on  team 
for  Cursillo  a  year  later,  I  knew  to  expect  a  miracle.  But 
something  was  nagging  at  me,  something  was  not  right.  A 
fellow  teammate  urged  me  to  seek  out  a  priest  for  spiritual 
counseling,  which  I  did. 

I  was  a  little  embarrassed  about  seeking  help  because  I 
couldn't  define  a  specific  problem.  I  found  a  priest  and 
introduced  myself — we  had  never  met.  As  the  discussion 
progressed,  I  became  aware  that  I  was  grieving  for  my  late 
husband.  I  had  not  recognized  these  feelings,  now  muted,  of 
aloneness  and  separation  that  had  faded  progressively  over 
the  past  months.  As  we  talked,  the  priest  stopped  in  mid- 
sentence,  looked  at  me,  and  asked,  "Was  your  husband's 
name  Bob?"  Two  sets  of  eyes  grew  wide  with  wonder  as  we 
both  realized  the  Holy  Spirit's  clear  presence  with  us.  There 
was  no  other  way  the  priest  could  have  known  this  informa- 
tion! This  message  was  a  gift  from  God  that  said  to  me, 
"Jean,  I  am  with  you,  don't  be  sad,  don't  be  afraid." 

The  second  event  occurred  six  months  later  and  was  my 
introduction  to  the  healing  ministry  to  which  I  am  called. 


Again,  while  I  served  on  team  for  a  Cursillo  weekend,  I 
noticed  my  friend  going  forward  for  prayer  at  a  healing 
service.  I  moved  in  behind  her  to  add  my  hand  to  the 
priest's  while  he  prayed  for  her.  I  was  unable  to  hear  her 
request;  neither  could  I  hear  the  clergyman's  words. 
Suddenly,  a  sensation  like  lightening  bolted  through  my 
arm  and  body  and  up  through  the  top  of  my  head.  The 
room  began  to  spin  and  rock.  I  looked  at  the  priest  and 
said,  "Did  you  feel  that?"  saw  by  his  puzzled  expression  he 
had  not. 

The  prayer  over,  I  returned  to  my  seat,  walking 
unsteadily,  since  the  room  was  still  spinning.  This  sensa- 
tion lasted  for  another  five  minutes,  when  finally  the  room 
alighted  and  stabilized. 

I  later  learned  that  my  friend  had  been  healed  from  the 
rage  that  had  consumed  her  for  years.  Why  had  my  body 
been  used  for  the  conduit  of  this  rage?  I  believe  it  was 
God's  dramatic  introduction  to  my  calling  to  the  prayer 
ministry.  As  a  result  of  this  experience,  I  pursued  this 
ministry  in  my  home  church. 

Could  these  things  happened  somewhere  else?  Per- 
haps. But  they  did  occur  at  Trinity  Center  and  are  probably 
not  unusual  stories  for  that  place.  Trinity  Center  is  God's 
land  because  the  Body  of  Christ  stands  there.  It  is  God's 
land  because  the  Holy  Spirit  hovers  there  in  response  to  the 
prayers  that  have  covered  it  over  so  many  events  through 
the  years.  It  is  prayer-soaked  land. 


SEPTEMBER  1996 


CROSS  CURRENT 


PAGE  11 


Come  Celebrate! 


Trinity  Center  Day 
Sunday,  Cctober  14 

Festival  tidy  Eucharist 
11:<  <  am 
in  the  Centrum 

Diocesan  Choir  conducted  by  Dent  Davidson 
of  St.  Mark's  Cathedral, 
Seattle,  Washington 

I  tins  a  Picnic  Lunch 
(Beverages  &  dessert  prcvided  by 
Trinity  Center) 


Join  Trinity  Center's  staff  and  friends  from  across 
the  diocese  for  a  day  of  worship  and  fellowship. 
Spend  the  day  exploring  the  beach,  the  sound  and  the 
beautiful  grounds  of  Trinity  Center! 
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Fangan  on  audio  casstette.  To  sub- 
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14 


15 

16-  17 

17-  18 
19 


20-22 
21 

24 
28 


10:00  am 
10:00  am 
10-4:00  pm 
1 1 :00  am 
9:30  am 


1 1 :00  am 
11:15  am 
6:00  pm 
7:00  pm 

10:00  am 

1-3:00  pm 
TBA 


1 

3 

3-8 
10 

10-13 
12 
19 
24 


25-27 
29 


10:00  am 
10:30  am 

10:00  am 

10:00  am 
10:00  am 
11:15  am 

10:00  am 


Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry  meets,  Diocesan  House 
Executive  Council  meets,  Diocesan  House 
ECTN  Broadcast:  Faith  in  Political  Life,  Diocesan  House 
Church  of  the  Servant  dedication,  Wilmington 
Happening  Board  and  Staff  meets,  Diocesan  House 
Albemarle  Deanery  meets,  St.  Paul's,  Edenton 
Clergy  Conference,  Trinity  Center 
Quiet  Day,  Trinity  Center 

Capital  Funds  Steering  Committee  meets,  Diocesan  House 
Standing  Committee  meets,  Diocesan  House 
Lower  Cape  Fear  Deanery  dinner 
Lower  Cape  Fear  Deanery  meeting 

Adults  Who  Work  With  Youth  Conference,  Trinity  Center 
Consecration  of  Bishop  Coadjutor-elect  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd,  Minges 
Coliseum,  Greenville 

ECTN  Broadcast:  Building  Hospitable  Community,  Diocesan  House 
ECTN  Broadcast:  Inheriting  a  Broken  World 


Congregations  and  Development  meets,  Diocesan  House 
Pamlico  Deanery  meets 
Convention  Committee  meets,  Diocesan  House 
House  of  Bishops  meets 

Stewardship  Loyalty  Dinner,  St.  James,  Wilmington 

Happening  #26,  Trinity  Center 

Cursillo  for  Secretariat,  Diocesan  House 

New  Beginnings  Board  and  Staff  meets,  Diocesan  House 

Creative  Christian  Stewardship  Committee  meets,  Diocesan  House 

Missionary  Outreach  Committee  meets,  San  Mateo 

Standing  Committee  meets,  Diocesan  House 

Senior  Diocesan  Youth  Event,  Trinity  Center 

Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry  Committee  meets,  Diocesan  House 

The  Bishops'  Visitation  Schedule 
Bishop  Sanders 

September  15 
September  29 
October  20 
October  27 


Church  of  the  Servant,  Wilmington 
San  Mateo,  Belhaven 
All  Soul's,  Northwest 
St.  Paul's,  Fayetteville 


Bishop  Daniel 

September  29 
October  13 
October  20 
October  27 


St.  Cyprian's,  New  Bern 

St.  Mary's,  Burgaw 

St.  Paul's,  Clinton 

St.  John's/St.  Mark's,  Grifton 


To  have  an  event  listed  on  the  diocesan  calendar,  please  contact  Cynthia  Pollock,  (919)  522-0885. 


September 

November 

Christ  Church,  Elizabeth  City,  Parish  Retreat 

13-15 

Quiet  Days 

1 

St.  James  the  Fisherman,  Choir  Retreat 

15-16 

Needs  &  Goals  Conference 

1-2 

Clergy  Conference 

16-17 

St.  Thomas,'  Bath,  Vestry  Retreat 

1-2 

Spiritual  Myers  Briggs  Type  Retreat 

17-18 

Trinity  Center  Board  of  Visitors 

2-3 

Church  of  the  Advent,  Williamston  -  ECW  Retreat 

21-22 

Cursillo 

6-10 

St.  Anne's,  Jacksonville,  Parish  Retreat 

28-29 

LARC  Conference 

12-13 

St.  Francis, 'S  Goldsboro,  Parish  Retreat 

15-17 

New  Beginnings 

15-17 

October 

Elderhostel  ' 

17-22 

St.  Andrews-on-the- Sound,  Parish  Retreat 

4-6 

Prison  Superintendents'  Retreat 

9-11  - 

Happening 

10-13 

Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville,  Senior  Adults'  Retreat 

16-18 

Liturgical  Music  Conference 

18-20 

Trinity  Day 

20 

Spiritual  Retreat 

20-21 

Senior  Diocesan  Youth  Event 

25-27 

Elderhostel 


27-11/1 
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Sharing  the  good  news  of  Episcopalians  in  East  Carolina  keeping  the  Cross  current  in  their  daily  lives. 


Diocese  Welcomes  New  Bishop  With 
Pomp,  Pageantry  and  Prayers 


by  Scott  Nunn 

GREENVILLE  —  To  the  flourish  and  fanfare  of  an 
orchestra,  handbells  and  a  60-member  choir,  Clifton 
Daniel,  3rd  was  consecrated  Sept.  21  as  Bishop 
Coadjutor  of  the  Episcopal  Diocese  of  East  Carolina. 

The  event  turned  into  a  grand  homecoming  for  the 
now  bishop.  After  1 2  years  as  a  priest  of  a  parish  in 
Rhode  Island,  the  Goldsboro  native  returns  home  to 
minister  to  the  more  than  14, 000  Episcopalians  who 
make  up  the  diocese. 

Coadjutor  means  that  the  Right  Rev.  Daniel,  49, 


will  serve  as  the  assistant  to  the  Right  Rev.  B.  Sidney 
Sanders  and  will  automatically  assume  the  title  of 
Diocesan  Bishop  upon  Bishop  Sanders'  retirement, 
which  has  not  been  announced. 

The  ceremony,  held  in  Minges  Coliseum  on  the 
campus  of  East  Carolina  University  and  attended  by 
more  than  2,000  people,  was  led  by  the  Most  Rev. 
Edmond  L.  Browning,  Presiding  Bishop  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church  in  the  United  States. 


"Consecration"  continued  on  page  7 


Thanksgiving  and  Hope  Triumph  in  Aftermath  of  Fran 


by  Braun  Campbell 

As  residents  of  eastern  North  Carolina,  no  one  has 
to  tell  us  about  disasters  —  we  have  lived  one.  When 
Fran  arrived,  she  did  not  discriminate.  With  equal  fury, 
she  ripped  through  coastal  and  inland  areas  of  North 
Carolina.  Residents  faced  fear  and  uncertainty  as  seas 
and  rivers  rose,  winds  howled,  trees  snapped,  electric- 
ity failed  and  water  shut  down. 

In  the  week  that  followed,  wills  were  tested  as  the 
rains  continued.  Depression,  frustration  and  fatigue 
ensued.  Homes,  businesses  and  cars  in  many  areas 
were  underwater.  For  most  the  havoc  Fran  wreaked  is 
behind,  but  for  others,  uncertainty  lingers. 

Two  and  one-half  weeks  after  the  storm,  food 
banks  in  the  area  were  exhausted.  The  weather  that 
destroyed  crops  and  disrupted  fishing  also  destroyed 
the  livelihoods  of  thousands  of  migrant  farmworkers. 
Kinston,  home  of  the  diocesan  office,  was  still  suffering 
from  the  flooding  waters  of  the  Neuse  River.  Several 
parishioners  of  St.  Mary's  were  displaced  by  rising 
waters  which  still  have  not  receded. 


Hurricane 
Stories 
page  4-5 


The  Rev.  Joe  Cooper,  Rector  of  Church  of  the 
Servant  in  Wilmington,  is  currently  living  in  a  hotel — 
his  Wrightsville  Beach  home  has  been  uninhabitable 
since  the  storm.  Hannah  Wright,  wife  of  the  Rt.  Rev. 
Thomas  Wright,  former  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina,  has  also  been  displaced  from  her  home  due 
to  storm  damage  and  the  Rev.  George  Abele's  home 
also  received  significant  damage. 

In  Chocowinity,  the  Rev.  Bo  Etters  of  Trinity 
Church  said  of  some  of  his  parishioners'  homes: 
"There  is  nothing  there;  they  have  disappeared." 

Flooding  in  Belhaven  caused  extensive  damage  to 
St.  James  church.  Water,  up  to  the  pews,  ruined  the 
floor  and  carpeting. 

One  community  paper  declared,  "Hope  After 
Fran"  on  its  front-page  headline  the  day  after  the 
storm.  For  those  who  escaped  flood  damage,  mos- 
quito infestations,  piles  of  debris  and  deep  holes  where 
trees  once  stood,  this  is  not  exactly  the  picture  of 
hope.  Still,  victims  of  the  storm  are  thankful  for  what  it 
didn't  do  and  the  possibility  the  future  brings. 

"Even  with  all  the  damage  to  homes  and  property, 


Consecration 
Photos 
page  8-9 


there's  a  general  feeling  of  thankfulness,"  explains  the 
Rev.  John  Hagood,  Rector  of  St.  Peter's,  Swansboro. 
Although  his  church  building  sustained  minor  roof  and 
siding  damage,  the  community  of  Swansboro  was  hit 
hard,  and  his  congregation  has  been  actively  reaching 
out  to  those  hurt  by  the  storm  with  donations  of  food, 
clothes  and  money  through  White  Oak  Ecumenical 
Outreach. 

Hagood  also  reminds  people  that  it's  the  depres- 


Homes  on  Topsail  Island  were  devestated  by  Fran. 
|  "Thanksgiving"  continued  on  page  5 


Farmworkers 
Ministry 
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Bishop's 


Dear  Sisters  and  Brothers  in  Christ: 

For  Christmas  one  year,  my  daughter  presented 
me  with  a  beautiful  snow  globe  with  a  golfer  inside 
executing  a  perfect  swing.  I  was  elated  with  my 
present  until  I  wound  up  the  music  box  that  exists 
in  my  snow  globe  and  listened  to  it  play  "The 
Impossible  Dream."  However,  I  must  admit — that 
is  an  accurate  description  of  my  golf  game.  For 

mme  to  swing  like  the  golfer  in  the  snow  globe  is  the 
"Impossible  Dream," 

Every  year  my  nephew  hosts  a  family  reunion 
for  his  brother  and  his  two  uncles  at  the  Greenbrier 

 ■        Golf  Resort  in  West  Virginia.  He  could  not  give 

HHBB         me  a  nicer  gift  than  the  privilege  of  playing  golf  on 
those  three  magnificent  courses  for  a  week. 

mThe  seventeenth  hole  on  the  Greenbrier  course 
has  always  been  particularly  difficult  for  me.  A  par 
three,  it  is  one  hundred  sixty  yards  long  to  an 
^0^Jl         extremely  narrow  green.  Immediately  to  the  right 
^  of  the  green  lies  a  large  body  of  water.  Immedi- 

ately to  the  left  of  the  green  is  a  high  hedge  which 
borders  a  highway  which  is  out  of  bounds. 
My  nephew  has  taken  all  of  us  to  the  Greenbrier  for  about  eleven 
years.  There  is  no  telling  how  many  times  I  have  played  that  seven- 
teenth hole.  Each  time  I  have  played  that  hole,  the  ball  has  taken  off 
from  the  tee  and  made  its  way  with  no  deviation,  nor  shadow  of  turning, 
directly  toward  that  lake  and  a  deep  and  watery  grave.  This  year  as  I 
stood  over  my  ball  on  the  tee,  the  preceding  ten  years  flashed  before 
my  eyes.  After  thinking,  however,  of  the  perfect  golf  swing  inside  my 
snow  globe,  I  took  the  club  back  and  swung.  Daring  to  look  up,  I  saw 
my  ball  headed  not  toward  the  lake,  but  toward  the  green.  The  ball 
came  to  rest  about  ten  yards  from  the  hole;  I  took  my  two  putts  and  left 
the  green,  singing  songs  of  jubilation,  with  a  par. 

The  next  day,  I  stood  on  the  same  tee.  Knowing  that  lightening 
does  not  strike  twice  in  the  same  place,  I  resignedly  surrendered  my 
ball  to  its  rapidly  upcoming  watery  grave.  Again,  however,  I  thought 
about  the  snow  globe  and  again  I  swung.  This  time  when  I  dared  look, 
the  ball  was  headed  not  only  toward  the  green,  but  directly  toward  the 
hole  itself.  The  ball  stopped  a  scant  two  feet  away;  I  tapped  in  my  putt 
for  my  believe-it-or-not-  birdie.  I  was  overjoyed. 

Jesus  said  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like,  "a  mustard  seed,  a  pearl 
of  great  price,  treasure  hidden  in  a  field,  or  a  net  full  of  fish." 

I've  got  another  one  to  add.  For 
the  golfer,  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is 
even  more  exciting  than  hitting  the 
seventeenth  green  at  the  Greenbrier. . 
.two  days  in  a  row! 


Faithfully, 


■ 


The  Rt.  Rev.  B.  Sidney  Sanders 
Bishop,  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 


Ccme  Celebrate! 


Trinity  Center  Day 
Sunday,  Cctcber  2C 

Festival  lioly  Eucharist 
11:€€  am 
in  the  Centrum 

Diocesan  Choir  conducted  by  Dent  Davidson  of  St.  Mark's  Cathedral, 
Seattle,  Washington 

I  iin<>  a  Picnic  Lunch 
(Beveraees  &  dessert  prcvided  by  Trinity  Center) 

Join  Trinity  Center's  staff,  the  diocesan  choir,  and  friends  from  across  the  diocese  for 
a  day  of  worship  and  fellowship. 
Spend  the  day  exploring  the  beach,  the  sound  and  the  beautiful  grounds  of  Trinity 

Center! 
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New  bishop  out  and  about  in  God's  vineyard 


by  Joe  West 

The  new  Bishop  Coadjutor  of  East  Carolina 
hopes  to  be  spending  most  of  his  time  out  in  the 
fields,  where  any  good  shepherd  should  be. 

"I  see  the  bishop  as  the  primary  field  officer 
of  the  diocese,  active  and  present  with  the 
clergy,  and  people  rather  than  sitting  behind  a 
desk  somewhere."  said  the  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton 
Daniel,  3rd. 

The  Goldsboro  native  was  ordained  Bishop 
Coadjutor  of  the  Diocese  Sept.  2 1  in  Green- 
ville. He  will  serve  as  assistant  to  the  current 
bishop,  the  Rt.  Rev.  B.  Sidney  Sanders,  and 
become  bishop  when  Sanders  eventually  retires. 

While  the  fields  of  East  Carolina  will  be  his 
primary  domain,  Daniel  knows  that  a  bishop 
must  take  a  much  broader  view  of  God's 
vineyard. 

"A  bishop  is  not  only  ordained  for  a  specific 
diocese  but  also  for  the  whole  church,"  said 
Daniel.  "A  bishop  is  a  great  hinge  between  the 
local  diocese  and  the  larger  church,  and  is  a 
living  reminder  that  we  are  part  of  a  much 
bigger  body." 

Daniel  has  experienced  the  vastness  of  the  Christian 
community  firsthand.  He  majored  in  Spanish  in  college 
and,  as  a  priest,  has  studied  in  Israel,  Russia  and  Italy. 
His  previous  church,  St.  Michael's  in  Bristol,  ELL,  sent 
work  teams  to  Romania  and  the  Dominican  Republic. 

"No  matter  where  I  go,  1  always  feel  at  home,  even 
when  the  language  and  services  are  different,"said 
Daniel.  "I  meet  the  same  Lord  in  the  lives  of  those 
people." 

He  believes  his  knowledge  of  Spanish  should  come 
in  handy  with  the  diocese's  growing  ministry  to  Hispanic 
workers.  It  may  also  give  him  an  opportunity  to  brush 
up  on  his  pronunciation. 

"We  went  to  the  Dominican  Republic  in  1 993  to 
help  build  two  rooms  on  a  village  church,  and  I  was 
able  to  use  some  of  my  Spanish  there,"  he  said.  "But 
whenever  I  spoke,  I  was  afraid  I  was  saying  something 
like  'Your  grandmother  is  ugly.'" 

Spanish  also  will  be  helpful  in  the  companion 
diocese  relationship  with  Puerto  Rico,  something  he 
hopes  to  see  flourish. 

"Anything  we  can  do  to  strengthen  the  relationship 
between  East  Carolina  and  Puerto  Rico  reminds  us  that 
we  are  part  of  a  larger  church,"  said  Daniel. 

Back  home  in  Carolina,  Daniel  will  have  plenty  to 
do  as  Sanders'  assistant.  In  addition  to  sharing  in  the 
pastoral  duties,  he  will  be  responsible  for  congregational 
development,  Christian  formation,  care  of  seminarians, 
and  clergy  wellness. 

Congregational  development  poses  a  real  challenge 
in  East  Carolina. 

"On  the  one  hand,  you  have  amazing  growth  in 
congregations  in  the  popular  coastal  areas,"  said  Daniel. 
"But  the  other  reality  is  that  there  are  many  small 
congregations  that  are  struggling  to  stay  alive,  and  they 
need  care  and  nurturing." 


There  are  no  pat  answers,  he  believes.  Rather,  the 
diocese  must  be  ready  to  respond  in  particular  ways  as 
the  needs  of  these  congregations  arise. 

Christian  formation  is  an  area  he  has  worked  in 
since  his  first  job  as  Assistant  Rector  at  St.  Mary's  in 
Kinston.  The  church  undertook  a  major  expansion  of 
its  youth  ministry,  increasing  to  60  to  80  youths.  He 
also  once  served  as  chair  of  the  diocesan  Department 
of  Christian  Education. 

Working  with  seminarians  and  those  contemplating 
the  ordained  ministry  has  been  a  continuing  interest  of 
the  new  bishop.  He  recently  completed  a  term  as 
president  of  the  Alumni  Association  of  Virginia  Theo- 
logical Seminary. 

Clergy  wellness  is  another  topic  dear  to  Daniel's 
heart,  because  as  a  bishop  he  will  be  chief  pastor  to  the 
priests  of  the  diocese. 

"Clergy  as  a  group  tend  to  overwork  themselves," 
he  said.  "While  they  are  busy  caring  for  others,  they 
tend  to  overlook  their  own  well-being  and  that  of  their 
family.  A  bishop  needs  to  remind  them  that  they  cannot 
care  for  others  if  they  don't  care  for  themselves." 

As  for  his  own  wellness,  Daniel  hopes  to  find  time 
for  some  of  his  hobbies,  once  he  recovers  from  the 
dizziness  of  moving.  He  is  a  railroad  buff,  has  a  keen 
interest  in  the  Civil  War  and  serves  as  his  wife's 
handmaid  in  the  garden.  And  he  is  lending  his  other 
hand  to  his  daughter's  school  project  on  the  Titanic. 

"I  happened  to  see  a  model  of  the  Titanic  in  the 
store  the  other  day,  and  I  bought  it,"  said  Daniel.  "I 
haven't  put  a  model  together  since  I  was  12.  When  it  is 
finished,  I  just  hope  it  doesn't  look  like  it  has  been  lying 
on  the  bottom  of  the  ocean  for  over  80  years." 

He  and  his  wife,  Anne,  have  been  married  since 
1 978  and  have  three  children:  Margaret,  Elizabeth  and 
Charlotte. 

Daniel  attended  the  University  of  North  Carolina  at 


Chapel  Hill  and  Virginia  Theological  Seminary 
and  has  been  a  priest  since  1973. 

He  had  served  as  Rector  of  St. 
Michael's  since  1984.  Before  that,  he  was 
Assistant  Rector  of  St.  Mary's  in  Kinston  from 
1 972-75;  Rector  of  St.  Thomas'  in  Ahoskie 
from  1975-80;  and  Associate  Rector  of  St. 
Paul's  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  from  1 980-84. 

During  his  ministiy,  Daniel  has  been 
active  in  such  community  outreach  efforts  as 
soup  kitchens,  day  care  centers,  affordable 
housing  and  downtown  renewal. 

The  move  down  from  Rhode  Island 
went  smoothly  in  mid-August. 

"We  looked  like  Noah's  ark  coming 
down  the  road,  with  the  family,  a  cat,  a  dog 
and  lots  of  potted  plants  stuffed  in  the  station 
wagon,"  said  Daniel. 

The  family  resides  in  Greenville.  "We 
picked  that  spot  mainly  for  the  children,"  he 
said.  "The  educational  opportunities  and 
community  life  in  Greenville  seemed  to  offer 
the  most  continuity  for  us." 

The  location  also  is  ideal  for  Anne's 
work  in  nursing.  She  already  has  an  undergraduate 
degree  from  UNC  but  is  pursuing  a  nursing  degree. 
She  hopes  to  finish  her  clinical  work  at  East  Carolina 
University. 

It  feels  wonderful  to  be  back  on  home  turf,  said 
Daniel. 

"There  is  enough  familiarity  to  make  me  feel  com- 
fortable but  enough  has  changed  in  the  1 6  years  I've 
been  gone  to  lend  an  air  of  excitement  about  returning," 
he  said.  "I  am  becoming  more  mindful  each  day  of 
what  is  being  entrusted  to  me,  and  I  will  do  all  I  can  to 
live  up  to  that  trust." 


Episcopal  Consultative  Commission 
Banquet 

The  ECC  invites  you  to  join  them  for  the 

annual  ECC  Banquet 

Saturday,  November  2 

12:00  noon 

Vermillion's  Banquet  Room 
at  Sussex  Court  on  Hwy.  70  West 
in  Kinston 
across  from  WalMart 

Tickets  are  $10.00. 
Deadline  to  register  is  October  28, 1996 

For  more  information  please  contact 

Sheila  Walker,  9 1 9/522-02 1 1 . 
(Please  leave  a  message  if  no  message.) 
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Refugees  Provide  Refuge  From  the  Storm 


by  Judy  Castranova 

THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER  5,1996, 8:00am :  Betty  Klemm, 
and  the  rest  of  the  Wrightsville  Beach  residents,  are  given 
four  hours  to  evacuate  their  homes.  Hurricane  Fran  was 
preparing  to  unleash  her  fury  on  the  already  battered  North 
Carolina  coast. 

Where  do  you  go  when  you  come  face  to  face 
with  impending  catastrophe?  Betty  Klemm,  a  74-year 
old  widow  who  lives  alone,  turned  to  unlikely  family 
friends. 

On  January  26, 1995,  two  adult  Bosnian  brothers 
Baki  and  Mesa  Karabegovic  arrived  in  Wrightsville. 
St.  Andrews  on  the  Sound  in  Wilmington  had  agreed 
to  sponsor  the  men,  delivering  them  from  the  atrocities 
of  war-time  imprisonment  as  a  result  of  the  civil 
conflict  within  the  old  Yugoslavia. 

Their  crime:  they  were  Muslims.  Not  even  radical 
Muslims — -just  Muslims! 

The  brothers  arrived  in  a  mildly  traumatized  state 
after  their  years  of  severe  mistreatment.  Wisely,  the 
church  sponsorship  committee  decided  to  place  them 


Without  power,  Mesa  prepares  a  Bosnian  meal  on  the  grill. 


in  Betty  Klemm 's  tender  loving  care 
rather  than  housing  them  in  their  own 
apartment. 

Betty's  new  "sons"  stayed  with  her 
for  a  year,  until  February  3,  1 996.  In 
Betty's  home  they  made  a  remarkable 
improvement  and  adjusted  well  to  life  in 
the  United  States. 

When  Hurricane  Fran  threatened  to 
make  Betty  a  refugee  from  her 
Wrightsville  Beach  home,  Baki  and 
Mesa  were  by  Betty's  side,  ready  to 
return  the  favor.  Baki  and  Mesa  helped 
Betty  prepare  her  home  for  the  1 1 5- 
mile-per-hour  winds  and  1 6-foot  tidal 
waves  that  were  expected  to  slam  into 
Wrightsville  Beach.  They  then  took  her 
to  their  apartment  in  Wilmington  to  await 
the  inevitable. 

Fran  hit  with  all  the  force  anticipated 
and  then  some.  Betty's  home,  fortu- 
nately, was  not  one  of  the  ones  de- 
stroyed; but  three  feet  of  water 
flooded  the  downstairs  garage  and  storage  room. 
Four  days  later,  on  September  9,  residents  and 
homeowners  were  allowed  back  to  their  homes. 
Again,  her  "boys"  were  there. 

Mesa's  employer  was  closed  for  a  few 
days,  then  operated  on  reduced  hours  for  several 
more.  He  was  available  to  stay  with  Betty  and 
help  her  through  the  first  awful  week.  Baki,  too, 
helped  when  he  was  not  at  work. 

When  Baki  and  Mesa  spoke  with  their 
parents,  still  in  a  Croatian  refugee  center,  on 
September  5,  Mrs.  Karabegovic  asked  about 
Betty.  When  her  sons  said  she  was  staying  with 
them,  the  reply  was  quick:  "She  took  care  of  you, 
now  you  MUST  take  good  care  of  her!" 

You  might  be  wondering  how  Betty  feels  about 
tragedy  striking  her  so  directly.  Rather  than 
feeling  sorry  for  herself,  Betty  is  actually  thankful. 
For  what,  you  ask?  For  the  storm's  arrival  in 
1 996  rather  than  1 995.  Had  the  storm  hit  in 


The  cleanup  begins!  Mesa  is  piling  up  debris  that  has  been  blown  or 
washed  into  the  yard. 


September  1 995  it  would  have  taken  all  the  belongings 
and  furniture  which  had  been  donated  to  help  Baki  and 
Mesa  start  their  lives  over.  They  had  been  stored  over 
her  garage. 

Ecclesiastes  11:1-2  (NIV)  says:  "Cast  your  bread 
upon  the  waters,  for  after  many  days  you  will  find  it 
again.  Give  portions  to  seven,  yes  to  eight,  for  you  do 
not  know  what  disaster  may  come  upon  the  land." 
Betty  truly  exemplifies  what  Christianity  is  all  about. 
She  gave  freely;  and,  although  she  is  suffering  hardship, 
God  has  not  left  her  to  go  through  it  alone.  Instead, 
the  seeds  she  has  planted  have  borne  fruit  to  bless  her. 

Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry,  an  affiliate  of  Episcopal 
Migration  Ministries,  New  York,  has  a  refugee  spon- 
sorship program  which  is  available  to  all  churches. 
Would  you  like  to  cast  YOUR  bread  upon  the  waters? 
Please  call  Judy  Castranova,  (919)  633-9009,  or 
Susan  Husson,  (919)  638-8425,  and  we  will  tell  you 
how  YOU  can  participate  in  saving  lives  AND  prepare 
for  disaster! 


Migrant  workers  caught  in  storm's  path 


by  James  Thrall,  Episcopal  News  Service 

The  plight  of  the  predominately  Hispanic  migrant 
farmworker  has  become  increasingly  desperate  since 
the  wrath  of  Fran  unleashed  her  fury  on  North  Caro- 
lina in  early  September,  reported  Holly  Christofferson, 
Director  of  the  Episcopal  Farmworker  Ministry  in 
Newton  Grove. 

"The  last  tobacco  that  was  still  on  the  plants  was 
just  destroyed,"  she  said.  "Some  people  just  recently 
came  up  three  weeks  ago  to  pick  it,  and  they  haven't 
yet  been  able  to  work." 


In  camps  scattered  around  the  area,  trailers  for 
housing  the  workers  have  been  badly  damaged,  but  the 
workers  "still  have  to  live  in  one  half  the  trailer,"  she 
said.  "It  is  starting  to  get  cold,  so  we're  delivering  a  lot 
ofblankets." 

The  Rev.  Antonio  "Tony"  Rojas,  working  to 
establish  worship  service  in  the  camps,  said  his 
congregants  "have  suffered  very  much.  They  have  to 
pay  rent.  They  need  to  buy  food.  They  are  almost 
crazy." 

Along  the  coast,  seasonal  workers  in  the  crab 
packing  plants  have  also  hit  hard  times  under  an  indus- 


try slow-down,  reported  the  Rev.  Nicholas  Ibarra, 
Vicar  of  the  Hispanic  ministry  at  San  Mateo  in 
Yeatesville.  Operators  of  crab  boats  pulled  up  their 
traps  before  the  storm,  he  said,  and  have  been  too 
busy  dealing  with  their  own  damage  and  flooded 
homes  to  fish  again. 

"Most  of  the  people  got  into  survival  mode," 
Ibarra  said.  "Many  of  them  have  started  leaving 
already." 

In  the  nearby  town  of  Belhaven,  he  said,  St. 
James'  Church  was  extensively  damaged,  and  "60 
percent  of  the  houses  were  flooded." 
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A  local  business  underwater  in  Kinston. 

sion  that  sets  in  after  a  storm  like  Fran  that  we  all  must  be  on  the  look-out  for.  "The 
debris  and  limbs  may  be  cleared  away,  roofs  finally  repaired,  but  we're  now  tired  and 
vulnerable . . .  and  that's  what  we  all  have  to  be  mindful  of,  and  take  care  of  our- 
selves," he  says. 


A  clergy  conference  held  Sept.  1 6- 1 7  at  Trinity  Center  addressed  this  very  issue, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Phil  Craig,  Jr.,  Assistant  Rector  of  St.  John's,  Wilmington.  The 
Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd,  Bishop  Coadjutor  of  East  Carolina,  gave  all  the  rectors  in 
attendance  the  chance  to  tell  their  own  personal  "storm  stories"  both  the  good  and  the 
bad  in  a  session  of  small  groups.  "It  was  extremely  helpful,"  says  Craig.  "We've  been 
so  busy  counseling,  helping  with  outreach,  making  insurance  claims,  etc.,  that  we're 
very  tired  and  sometimes  we're  exhausted  without  realizing  it.  Our  emotions  and 
adrenaline  are  beginning  to  drain,  and  this  time  together  helped  us  discuss  it  and 
recognize  our  own  needs." 

Craig  says  that  Bishop  Daniel  also  warned  against  "post-Fran  syndrome":  two  to 
four  months  after  trying  events,  caregivers  often  reach  a  breaking  point.  "It  was  good 
to  be  able  to  pause  and  think  and  sort  of  spiritually  reboot  with  others  in  our  predica- 
ment," he  says. 

As  for  Craig's  parish,  the  story  is  much  like  others  throughout  the  state:  many 
parishioners  were  affected  by  storm,  and  their  own  church's  physical  appearance  and 
personality  was  affected  by  the  storm.  "The  church  yard  took  a  pounding,"  he  says. 
Losing  1 4  to  1 6  pine  trees  dramatically  altered  the  yard's  look  according  to  Craig. 
"But,  the  good  news  is  all  the  trees  fell  away  from  the  church  building.  Our  story 
could  be  much  different." 

According  to  St.  John's  rector  the  Rev.  Bob  Banse,  the  storm  has  given  the  parish 
what  he  calls  a  "proactive  blessing."  Several  parishioners  have  been  displaced  from 


Scenes  like  this  were  common  across  North  Carloina. 


Hurricane  Relief 

rrom  the  moment  the  winds  subsided,  phone  colls  began  coming  into  the 

diocesan  office  with  offers  of  financial  assistance  to  aid  with  hurricane 

relief  in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina.   Not  surprisingly,  the  first  call  was 

from  Katerina  Whitley  in  the  office  of  the  Presiding  Bishop  s  Fund  for 

World  Relief. 

Below  is  a  list  of  assistance  received  and  how  those  funds  are  being  used. 

Gifts  Received 

Source 

$25,000 

Presiding  Bishop's  Fund  for  World  Relief 

$5,000 

Diocese  of  the  Central  Gulf  Coast,  The  Rt.  Rev.  Charles  F. 

Duvall,  Bishop 

$5,000 

St.  Andrew's  ,  Morehead  City 

$1,000 

Diocese  of  Mississippi,  The  Rt.  Rev.  Alfred  Clark  "Chip" 

Marble,  Bishop 

Truckload  of  food 

St.  Helena's,  Beaufort,  SC 

Aid  Given 

$5,000 

San  Mateo,  for  relief  of  hurricane  and  flood  victims,  many 

of  whom  live  in  trailers 

$5,000 

Episcopal  Farmworkers  Ministry  to  aid  workers,  many  of 

whom  live  in  trailers  and  are  now  without  work 

$5,000 

American  Red  Cross  in  Kinston  for  food  for  flood  victims 

$2,500 

St.  Mary's  in  Kinston  to  help  rebuild  three  Habitat  for 

Humanity  homes  which  were  flooded  and  to  assist 

flood  victims  with  clean-up 

$1,500 

Clergy  whose  homes  were  damaged:  The  Revs.  Joe 

Cooper,  George  Abele  and  Mrs.  Hannah  Wright 

$500 

Relief  in  Craven  County 

Truckload  of  food 

Good  Shepherd  House,  Wilmington 

It  is  not  uncommon  after  a  major  disaster  such  as  Fran  to  discover 

damage  that  was 

not  immediately  noticed.   If  you,  your  community,  or 

parish  finds  it  is 

in  need  now,  or  in  the  future,  due  to  damage  from  hurri- 

cane  Fran,  PLEASE  contact  Bishops  Daniel  or  Sanders  in  the  diocesan 

office  (919/522-0885).   Relief  Funds  ARE  still  available. 

their  homes,  and  the  church  has  been  able  to  help  them  with  food  and  clothes. 
"Most  important,  we've  realized  the  importance  of  prayer  as  an  important  neces- 
sity," he  adds.  "Too  many  times,  we're  merely  reactive  when  disaster  strikes,  so 
we've  decided  to  start  a  disaster  relief  ministry  with  training  from  the  Red  Cross," 
he  explains.  "This  ministry  will  help  us  in  the  future  as  well  as  today." 

Helpfulness  is  another  word  used  over  and  over  by  parishioners  and  priests 
alike  throughout  the  diocese.  "The  storm  made  people  very  helpful,"  says  A.C. 
Hosea  of  St.  Paul's,  Wilmington,  who  says  St.  Paul's  had  some  roof  damage. 
"We've  collected  for  Good  Shepherd  and  helped  those  who've  needed  assis- 
tance," she  says.  "Parishioners  have  helped  each  other  clear  away  debris  and 
chop  down  trees." 

Topsail  Island  became  the  poster  child  for  Fran's  devastation.  Caronell 
Chestnut  says  that  Chestnut  Memorial  Chapel  is  still  standing  on  Topsail,  but  that 
"everything  around  it  is  deplorable.  The  streets  are  gone.  After  the  storm,  the 
island  looked  like  a  war  zone,"  she  explains. 

Still,  Chestnut  is  hopeful  that  the  repairs  started  after  Bertha  hit  will  start  soon 
and  that  the  summer  will  bring  with  it  another  active  congregation.  "I  praise  God 
that  we  could  do  this  as  long  as  we  have,"  she  says. 

Others  across  the  diocese  echo  Chestnut's  thanksgiving  and  hopefulness.  The 
Rev.  Charlie  vonRosenburg,  St.  James,  Wilmington,  says  that  things  are  going  well 
and  that  "there's  a  good  spirit  to  the  place."  The  Rev.  Ton  Whiteside,  Executive 
Director  of  Good  Shepherd  Ministries,  says  that  he  feels  "very  fortunate.  There 
was  no  damage  to  the  facility  and  we've  been  grateful  to  be  able  to  help  others  in 
such  a  widespread  emergency,"  he  says. 

Though  weariness  has  set  in,  in  the  aftermath  of  the  storm,  there's  a  spirit  of 
thankfulness  and  restoration.  For  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  there  is  hope  after 
Fran. 
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Church  of  the  Servant  Dedicates  New  Building 


by  Steve  Beck 

The  mood  was  one  of  excitement  and  celebration  as 
Church  of  the  Servant  in  Wilmington,  dedicated  its  new 
building  on  Saturday,  September  20. 

As  he  began  his  sermon,  the  Rt.  Rev.  Sidney  Sanders 
looked  around  the  spacious,  light-filled  structure,  smiled 
and  asked,  "Where  are  all  the  people  who  said  this  could 
not  be  done?"  He  congratulated  the  Rev.  Joe  Cooper, 
Rector  of  Church  of  the  Servant,  for  his  "perseverance 
and  faithfulness." 

The  Bishop  spoke  of  how  we  are  shaped  by  the 
buildings  in  which  we  worship.  Using  his  own  life  as  an 
example,  he  explained,  "For  me,  God  lives  in  a  dark  and 
gloomy  place,"  because  that  was  the  sort  of  building  in 
which  he  first  worshipped.  "The  generations  that  grow  up 
in  this  place."  he  said,  "will  know  that  God  is  a  God  of 
light  and  of  beauty  and  of  life."  He  closed  his  sermon  by 
saying,  "Laughter  will  ring  throughout  this  place,  bitter 
tears  will  be  shed,  and  for  generations  to  come,  this 
building  will  shape  those  who  come  to  it." 

The  service  of  dedication  and  consecration  began  as 
the  Bishop,  the  then  Bishop  Coadjutor-Elect,  the  Rev. 
Canon  Clifton  Daniel,  the  Rector,  invited  clergy  and  vestry 
members  processed  from  the  old  worship  space  of 
Church  of  the  Servant  and  gathered  with  the  members  of 
the  parish  and  invited  guests  outside  the  doors  of  the  new 
building.  There  the  bishop  spoke  the  words.  "Let  the 
doors  be  opened." 

As  the  doors  were  opened  the  Bishop,  with  his 
pastoral  staff,  marked  the  threshold  with  the  sign  of  the 
cross  and  said,  "Peace  be  to  this  house  and  to  all  who 
enter  here  . . ."  and  the  procession  moved  into  the  new 
building. 

Inside,  the  Bishop  blessed  the  baptismal  font,  the 
ambo  or  lecturn  from  where  the  Bible  is  read,  the  organ, 


and  the  altar.  The  children  of  the  church  spread  oil 
on  the  altar  and  following  a  dedication  prayer, 
members  of  the  congregation  vested  the  altar, 
placed  the  vessels  on  it,  and  lit  the  candles. 

Liturgical  dancers,  led  by  Mary  Lee  Hawes 
participated  in  the  service.  An  instrumental  trio 
consisting  of  violin,  cello  and  organ,  the  Church 
choir  and  the  Kordax  Brass  Quartet  provided 
special  music. 

On  the  floor  of  the  new  building  is  a  replica  of 
the  labyrinth  laid  around  1 220  in  the  floor  of 
Chartres  Cathedral  in  France.  Following  a  recep- 
tion in  the  parish  hall,  the  labyrinth  was  dedicated. 
Following  its  dedication,  Bishop  Sanders  and 
approximately  30  others  made  the  labyrinth  walk. 

Those  who  walk  the  labyrinth,  which  takes 
about  45  minutes,  participate  in  "a  long-forgotten 
mystical  tradition  that  is  insisting  to  be  reborn  " 

The  church  will  be  open  on  a  regular  basis  for 
those  who  wish  to  walk  the  labyrinth.  Anyone 
interested  in  doing  so  may  call  9 1 0/395-06 1 6,  the 
church  office,  for  information. 

John  Bauerlein  was  a  member  of  the  advisory 
committee  set  up  in  1 972  to  organize  what  would 
become  Church  of  the  Servant  (COS).  He  has 
remained  an  enthusiastic  and  integral  part  of  the 
parish  since  that  time.  He,  like  many  other  COS 
members,  anticipates  that  the  new  church  building 
will  introduce  a  new  stage  of  development  in  the  life 
of  the  parish. 

In  Bauerlein's  words,  "The  Church  of  the 
Servant  at  age  24  is  experiencing  many  of  the 
problems  of  young  adulthood.  The  church  is  caught 
in  a  conflict  between  the  fear  of  change  and  the 
need  to  establish  our  own  identity  while  remaining 
an  active  part  of  the  larger  family." 


"The  spirit 
of  our  parish  is 
such  that  the 
agony  of 
change  and 
maturity  will  be 
met  with  the 
same  commit- 
ment that  has 
sustained  it 
throughout  its 
history.  A 
spirit  which 
believes  that 
faith  is  ques- 
tions, not 
answers.  A 
spirit  in  which 
there  is  com- 
mitment to  the  parish  and  its  ministry,  not  to  the  main- 
tenance of  the  parish  as  it  was;  a  spirit  which  believes 
that  the  parish  provides  an  important  ministry  both  to 
its  members  and  to  the  greater  family  of  God." 


The  altar  linens  being  brought  into 
the  new  church  building. 


A  building  of  light  and  beauty  for  a  God  of  light 
and  beauty. 


~Walking  the 
spiritual  path- 


The  Labyrinth 
at 

Church  of  the  Servant 
4915  Oriole  Drive,  Wilmington,  NC  28403 
(910)395-0616 


The  labyrinth  is  an  archetype,  a 
divine  imprint,  found  in  all  religious 
traditions  in  various  forms  around  the 
world.  By  walking  the  labyrinth,  a 
design  laid  in  the  floor  of  Chartres  Ca- 
thedral around  1220,  we  are  rediscover- 
ing a  long-forgotten  mystical  tradition. 

The  labyrinth  has  only  one  path. 
There  are  no  tricks  to  it  and  no  dead 
ends.  The  path  winds  throughout  and 
becomes  a  mirror  for  where  we  are  in 
our  lives;  it  touches  our  sorrows  and 
releases  our  joys.  Walk  it  with  an  open 
mind  and  an  open  heart. 

There  are  three  stages  of  the  walk: 
Shedding  -  a  releasing,  a  letting  go 
of  the  details  of  your  life.  It  quiets  the 


mind.  This  stage  lasts  until  you  reach  the 
center. 

Illumination  -  this  begins  when  you 
reach  the  center.  Stay  there  as  long  as  you 
like.  It  is  a  place  of  meditation  and  prayer; 
receive  what  is  there  for  you  to  receive. 

Union  -  which  is  joining  God,  your 
Higher  Power,  or  the  healing  forces  at  work 
in  the  world.  Each  time  you  walk  the  laby- 
rinth you  become  more  empowered  to  find 
and  do  the  work  you  feel  your  soul  reaching 
for. 


Times  the  labyrinth  will  be  open  to  the  public. 

Fri.,Oct.  18,  7  to  10  pm;  Sat.,  Oct.  19,  8  am  to  noon 

Fri.,  Nov.  1 5,  7  to  1 0  pm;  Sat.,  Nov.  1 6,  8  am  to  noon 
Fri.,  Dec.  20,  7  to  1 0  pm;  Sat.,  Dec.  2 1 ,  8  am  to  noon 
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"Consecration"  continued  from  page  1 


Among  all  the  colorful  vestments  and  bishops' 
mitres,  Bishop-elect  Daniel  was  presented  to  the 
consecrating  bishops  dressed  in  a  plain  white  alb.  The 
highlight  of  the  service  came  when  sixteen  bishops 
placed  their  hands  on  the  bishop-elect's  head  and  the 
consecration  prayer  was  recited. 

Bishop  Daniel's  alb  was  then  replaced  with  the 
ceremonial  cope  and  mitre,  bishop's  ring,  pastoral  staff, 
vestments,  pectoral  cross  and  Bible. 

Bishop  Daniel  chose  the  Rev.  Martha  Home,  Dean 
of  Virginia  Seminary  and  the  first  woman  dean  of  any 
Episcopal  seminary,  to  give  the  sermon. 

Home  reminded  Daniel  that,  as  Thomas  Wolfe  said, 
you  can't  go  home  again.  When  he  left  North  Carolina 
the  first  time  as  a  priest,  he  left  his  family  and  congrega- 
tion. Now  he  returns  to  a  new  family —  a  diocesan 
family.  She  also  reminded  him  that  this  family  will  not 
always  agree  with  him  nor  he  with  them,  but  they  will  be 
there  to  uphold  each  other. 

Family  was  obviously  an  important  theme  of  the 
consecration.  During  the  service,  Bishop  Browning 
invited  Bishop  Daniel's  faamily  to  the  altar  area  to 
introduce  them  to  the  diocese. 

While  Bishop  Daniel  will  once  again  call  North 


Carolina  home,  he  was  still  in  the  prayers  and  thoughts 
of  his  former  congregation  in  Rhode  Island.  Around  30 
of  those  members  made  the  trip  to  North  Carolina  for 
the  consecration. 

The  service  began  with  the  banners  of  the  churches 
being  carried  through  the  coliseum,  which  was  adorned 
with  a  7- 1/2  foot  multisided  cross  suspended  from  the 
ceiling  above  the  altar.  Two  more  processions  fol- 
lowed, including  ecumenical  and  interfaith  representa- 
tives, priests  of  the  diocese,  the  bishop  coadjutor 
nominating  committee,  visiting  bishops,  the  bishop 
elect,  the  Rt.  Rev.  Sidney  Sanders  and  the  presiding 
bishop. 

The  Rev.  Lucy  Talbot  of  St.  Paul's-in-the-Pines  in 
Fayetteville  served  as  Bishop  Sanders'  chaplain,  the 
Rev.  Frank  Russ  of  St.  Francis  in  Goldsboro  served  as 
chaplain  to  the  presiding  bishop  and  Rev.  Robert 
Hobgood,  chair  of  the  Standing  Committee  and  rector 
of  St.  Timothy's  in  Greenville  served  as  chaplain  to  the 
bishop-elect. 

The  music,  provided  by  the  diocesan  choir,  Schola 
Cantorum  and  East  Carolina  University  Symphony, 
was  directed  by  Dr.  Janette  Fishell,  music  director  of 
St.  Paul's  in  Greenville. 


The  presiding  bishop  served  as  the  chief  consecra- 
tor  and  co-consecrators  were  the  Rt.  Reverends 
Sidney  Sanders,  Charles  Vache  and  George  N.  Hunt 
III,  retired  bishop  of  Rhode  Island. 

Following  the  service,  lunch  was  served  on  the 
grounds. 

As  part  of  his  duties  as  bishop  coadjutor,  Right 
Rev.  Daniel  will  be  responsible  for  Christian  forma- 
tion, seminarians,  clergy  wellness  and  congregations 
and  development,  which  he  sees  as  a  major  challenge. 

"On  the  one  hand,  you  have  amazing  growth  in 
congregations  in  the  popular  coastal  areas,"  Daniel 
said.  "But  on  the  other,  reality  is  that  there  are  many 
small  congregations  that  are  struggling  to  stay  alive, 
and  they  need  care  and  nurturing." 

Bishop  Daniel,  who  was  elected  by  church  del- 
egates earlier  this  year  in  New  Bern  is  married  and 
has  three  children.  He  will  live  in  Greenville  and  work 
out  of  the  diocesan  office  in  Kinston. 

—  Scott  Nunn  is  a  member  of  Good  Shepherd  in 
Wilmington  and  an  Assistant  News  Editor  for  the 
Wilmington  Star  News. 


Farmworkers  Enjoy  Festivities 


by  Lisa  Stiles  Nance 

Line  dancing,  face  painting,  volleyball,  gospel  singers, 
games,  cake  walks,  bands,  hamburgers,  hot-dogs,  puppets, 
DJs,  booths. .  .all  this  and  more  happened  at  the  1 996 
Farmworkers  Festival.  On  Sunday,  September  1 5th, 
farmworkers  and  their  families  came  together  at  the  Episcopal 
Farmworkers  Ministry  and  the  Tri-County  Community  Health 
Center  in  Newton  Grove  to  enjoy  a  wide  range  of  activities. 
Fun,  food,  and  fellowship  were  the  ingredients  for  a  festival  that 
has  happened  every  year  for  the  past  six  years.  "It's  a  way  for 
us  to  say  thank  you  for  their  hard  work  during  the  season,"  says 
Holly  Christofferson,  Director  of  the  Episcopal  Farmworkers 
Ministry.  "One-third  of  the  work  done  in  North  Carolina's 


fields  is  done  by  migrant  workers,"  she 
explains. 

Under  blue  skies,  children  enjoyed 
having  their  faces  painted,  fishing  for 
prizes,  creating  their  own  crazy  hats, 
puppets  and  dolls  at  the  "Scrap  Ex- 
change," and  participating  in  the  cake 
walk.  Teens  and  adults  alike  jumped  up 
to  do  popular  dances  like  the 
"Mahrgarena"  and  the  "Electric  Slide." 
Others  chose  to  sit  at  picnic  tables  and 
just  enjoy  the  food,  the  music,  and  each 
other's  company.  "Everybody  is  so 
happy  to  come  today,"  exclaims  Rev. 
Anthony  "Tony"  Rojas,  the  Rector  of 
the  Farmworkers  Ministry.  "I'm  very 
excited  to  be  here.  This  is  just  one  of 
the  many  things  we  can  do  for  them." 

In  addition  to  the  entertainment, 
informational  booths  were  provided. 
Healthcare  organizations  such  as  the 
Sampson  County  Health  Department, 
Johnston  County  Health  Department, 
and  Harnett  County  Health  Department 
offered  free  dental  screenings,  blood 
pressure  checks,  literature  about 
parenting  classes,  and  HIV/AIDS 
information. 

Thanks  to  the  help  of  numerous 
volunteers  and  dedicated  members  of 
the  Episcopal  Farmworkers  Ministry, 
this  year's  festival  was  a  great  success! 


Farmworkers  and  their  families  relaxing  at  the  festival. 


Children  enjoyed  activities  like  face  painting. 
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Bishop  Sanders  greets  his  new  assistant  after  the 
service. 


Bob  VanVeld and  Suzanne  Pecheles,  Consecration 
Committee  Chair,  take  a  break  during  the  luncheon. 


The  Consecration  of  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd  as  Bis 
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The  new  Bishop  greets  Stephen  Blackwelder,  the  director  of  the 
ECU  symphony. 


The  Revs.  Jack  Orman  and  Bob  Hort  help  cloak  the  new 
Bishop. 


Acolytes  prepare  for  the  service  during  the 
rehearsal  in  Minges  Coliseum. 


p  in  the  Church  of  God  September  21, 1996 
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Dr.  Howard  Hanchey: 

Moving  Christian  Education 
from  Maintenance  to  Mission! 

by  Beth  Carter 

Q.:  How  many  people  would  YOU  suspect  would  turn  up  for  a  Christian  Education 
conference  on  a  hot  Friday  night  in  August  at  St.  James  Church  in  Wilmington,  NC? 
A.:  A  tremendous  number ...  104!  All  hungry  and  ready  to  be  fed  —  physically 
and  spiritually.  They  were  not  disappointed  on  either  count! 

Dr.  Howard  Hanchey  is  an  unabashed  optimist,  an  unapologetic  and  excited 
Christian  who  is  always  on  the  lookout  for  miracles  and  God's  presence  in  our  all- 
too-rushed  everyday  lives.  He  speaks  with  conviction,  and  he  convinces  others  that 
we  as  Christians  need  to  be  about  focusing  on  praise  and  thanksgiving,  and  on 
mission ...  not  maintenance. 

On  August  9  and  1 0,  the  Department  of  Christian  Formation  of  the  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina  sponsored  Dr.  Hanchey 's  return  to  East  Carolina  in  the  2-day  work- 
shop entitled  "Leadership  for  the  Confident  Church."  After  a  kick-off  dinner  and 
speech  on  Friday  night  in  which  Dr.  Hanchey  had  us  all  looking  for  "blessings  and 
miracles,"  over  60  participants  returned  for  Saturday's  session  which  got  to  the  nitty- 
gritty  details  of  planning  the  Christian  Education  year  for  Episcopal  Churches. 

Hanchey  suggests  that  though  the  Episcopal-sanctioned  curricula  are  excellent 
and  thorough,  they  are  sometimes  too  confining.  They  narrow  the  possibilities  of 
"home-grown"  curricula  and  spontaneous  ideas  for  special  Sunday  or  church-year 
themes. 

"Our  goal  as  Christian  educators  is  to  help  our  children  fall  in  love  with  the 
Lord,"  Hanchey  states  simply.  To  accomplish  that  goal,  Hanchey  advocates  moving 
to  an  education  year  with  five  themes  that  echo  the  church  year:  All  Saints,  Advent/ 
Christmas,  Epiphany,  Lent,  and  Easter/Pentecost.  He  says  that  choosing  one  Gospel 
or  scriptural  story  per  theme  can  offer  a  wealth  of  food  for  thought  and  foster  all 
types  of  activities,  songs,  and  dramatic  activities  which  each  class  can  work  on  and 
share  with  the  congregation  on  a  Sharing  Sunday. 

Hanchey  cautions  that  it  is  easy  to  become  entrapped  in  the  curriculum  and  to  be 
so  busy  planning  the  perfect  lesson  and  organizing  the  activities,  that  we  forget  to 
listen  to  the  children  and  offer  them  time  to  share  their  thoughts  and  responses  to  the 
Scriptures  and  activities  planned. 

All  conference  participants  left  Saturday's  session  with  heads  full  of  new  ideas 
and  tools  enabling  participants  to  keep  their  eyes  trained  on  God  (mission),  and  not 
be  distracted  by  the  natural  human  tendencies  to  over-plan  and  over-schedule  our 
Sunday  School  time  (maintenance). 

Christian  educators  and  parents  from  all  over  the  diocese,  as  well  as  a  group 
from  the  Triangle  area,  attended  Dr.  Hanchey 's  conference.  Hearing  his  uplifting 
messages  was  truly  a  blessing  for  all  who  attended.  Participants  were  unanimous  in 
their  hope  that  the  diocese  continue  to  offer  such  excellent  educational  opportunities. 


In  the  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina 


/  am  separated  and 
divorced  from  my  spouse, 
but  we  still  belong  to  and 
are  quite  active  in  the 
same  parish.  This 
situation  often  makes  it 
difficult  for  me  and  my 
ex-spouse,  our  children, 
and  friends.  Would  I  be  better  off  moving  to 
to  another  parish? 

In  many  parishes  there  is  a  service  at  9:00  or  1 0:00  called  the  "family"  service. 
This  is  a  service  to  which  many  young  families  bring  their  children.  The  service  is 
usually  a  less  formal  liturgy  and  therefore  attractive  to  children.  There  is  usually  a 
"junior"  choir,  and  children  participate  in  all  areas  of  this  service.  Few  single  people 
attend  this  service  because  of  its  name:  the  family  service.  Many  single  people  feel 
excluded  from  this  service  and  prefer  to  go  to  the  more  formal  service  at  the  eleven 
o'clock  hour.  The  problem  with  this  practice  is  not  the  service  itself,  but  the  nomen- 
clature. The  word  family  does  not  mean  the  "nuclear  family"  but  in  the  context  of 
the  church,  the  word  family  means  all  people  gathered  together  as  God's  family. 

We  need  to  begin  to  see  that  the  emphasis  for  Christians  on  family  is  the  incor- 
poration of  all  of  God's  children  as  one.  We  are  gathered  together  to  love  all  the 
people  of  God  as  we  love  our  own  families.  The  nuclear  family  for  the  church  is  not 
a  family  unit  but  the  whole  parish  as  it  gathers  together  on  Sunday.  The  church 
family  even  includes  the  departed  as  we  gather  as  a  unit  around  the  table  of  Christ  to 
be  fed  and  to  feed  each  other. 

Using  this  broader  sense  of  family,  the  answer  to  the  question  about  divorced 
people  attending  the  same  church  becomes  moot.  If  we  cannot  attend  services  with 
our  broken  relationships,  then  what  are  we  saying  to  each  other  about  ourselves,  our 
children,  and  our  faith? 

The  Church  is  the  one  place  where  all  should  be  able  to  go  in  their  brokenness. 
This  brokenness  is  what  we  offer  at  the  Eucharist  as  the  family  of  God,  where  we 
are  transformed  into  a  heavenly  family  called  the  "Kingdom  of  God." 

What  a  witness  a  divorced  couple  can  make  to  the  family  of  God  when  they  do 
not  allow  their  differences  to  change  their  faith!  When  divorced  people  come  to 
church  at  the  same  service,  even  if  they  don't  sit  together,  they  claim  that  despite 
their  differences,  they  can  still  be  faithful  to  the  larger  family  of  God.  It  is  in  this  light 
that  brokenness  can  be  transformed  into  a  new  understanding  of  God's  Love. 


Readers  respond  —  a  note  from  the  editor 


Last  March  Cross  Current  s  readers  were  given  the  opportunity  to  offer  com- 
ments and  suggestions  on  the  paper's  content  and  format  by  completing  a  reader's 
survey.  Of  the  9,000  papers  mailed  and  surveys  distributed  at  the  diocesan  conven- 
tion, 48  surveys  were  returned. 

Because  of  numerous  important  events  —  the  Covenant  with  the  Future 
Campaign  and  the  election  and  consecration  of  the  bishop  coadjutor — the  pages  of 
Cross  Current  have  been  filled  and  I  have  been  slow  to  report  on  the  survey  feed- 
back. I  hope,  however,  that  you  have  noticed  some  of  the  recommended  changes. 
Most  notable  is  that  the  paper  now  arrives  at  your  house  with  the  front  page  facing 
out.  Hopefully  this  will  distinguish  the  paper  from  junk  mail. 

The  majority  of  people  who  responded  to  the  survey  said  that  they  would  like  to 
see  letters  to  the  editor  printed;  a  forum  for  the  discussion  of  issues  in  a  pro  versus 
con  format;  and  a  column  on  deanery  happenings. 

The  feeling  on  including  more  news  of  the  national  church  was  mixed  with  some 
readers  being  content  reading  Episcopal  Life  and  others  desiring  more  onational 
newso  in  Cross  Current.  Only  one  reader  suggested  that  we  return  to  mailing  the 
paper  as  an  enclosure  With  Episcopal  Life. 

The  most  frequent  write-in  suggestions  were:  more  articles  on  what  is  happening 
at  the  parish  level;  features  on  individuals/good  Samaritans;  biographies  and  articles 


on  individual  priests;  articles  on  Cursillo,  EFM,  DOCC  and  on  spiritual  growth. 
One  reader  wrote, ". . .  more  on  how  to  be,  rather  than  what  to  do." 

In  response  to  these  suggestions,  I  will  be  making  some  additions  to  the  regularly 
featured  columns  in  Cross  Current.  In  November,  we  will  add  a  "Trumpeting 
God's  Work"  column  whose  name  is  taken  from  the  Rev.  Russell  Johnson's  article 
appearing  on  page  1 3  of  this  issue.  This  column  will  feature  the  programs,  ministries 
and  lay  ministers  of  our  parishes.  Please  don't  be  modest.  I'll  need  to  hear  from 
you  about  how  God  is  at  work  in  your  church,  so  we  can  share  the  good  news 
across  the  diocese. 

I  am  looking  for  writers  for  the  various  columns  —  deanery  news;  discussion  of 
issues;  etc.  PLEASE  NOTE:  if  you  feel  you  are  being  called  to  a  written  ministry, 
don't  hesitate  to  respond.  There  is  a  place  for  you — just  call  me  at  910/938- 
1017. 

Lastly,  letters  to  the  editor  will  be  printed  at  any  time  as  long  as  they  are  signed. 
Thank  you  for  the  feedback  and  enjoy  the  good  news  of  your  diOcese. 

Sincerely, 
AM 
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Episcopal  Counseling  Center  Opens  Greenville 


Office 


We  all  know  that  there  are  times  when  life  seems 
almost  unbearably  stressful.  Most  of  us  could  name  a 
close  friend  or  relative  who  has  struggled  with  alcohol- 
ism, depression,  unemployment,  grief,  anger,  financial 
difficulties,  loneliness  or  family  problems.  Perhaps  we 
can  even  remember  a  time  when  we  have  suffered  that 
kind  of  confusion  and  pain  ourselves.  Certainly  we've 
felt  the  need  for  an  accepting  and  supportive  counse- 
lor. 

In  1 99 1 ,  the  first  Episcopal  Counseling  Center 
(ECC)  in  the  diocese  opened,  offering  individuals, 
couples  and  families  in  the  Wilmington  area  the  oppor- 
tunity to  seek  support  from  qualified  counselors  who 
are  Christian.  In  September  of  1 996,  the  second 
ECC  opened  in  Greenville. 

"Sometimes  it  seems  that  life  is  a  daily  exercise  in 
problem-solving,"  says  Vicki  J.  Peterson,  counselor  in 
the  new  Greenville  Center.  "Our  aim  is  to  offer  acces- 
sible, affordable,  and  confidential  counseling  to  help 
clients  manage  crises  and  navigate  the  obstacles  of 
everyday  living.  We  can  offer  empathetic  and  genuine 
assistance  to  people  seeking  guidance  and  support  in 
identifying  their  problems  and  considering  their  alterna- 
tives. It  is  our  goal  to  provide  therapeutic  counseling 
as  a  Christian  response  to  human  suffering." 

The  Centers  provide  a  framework  within  which 
sound  therapeutic  counseling  and  spiritual  growth  are 
integrated.  Designed  to  facilitate  wholeness  in  per- 

Going  to  the  wounds 

by  Scott  Nunn 

On  a  recent  week  day  I  was  at  another  local 
Episcopal  church  to  pick  up  some  items  for  Good 
Shepherd  House.  I  must  admit  I  felt  envious  when  I 
walked  across  the  grassy  lawn  and  into  the  spacious, 
spic-and-span  clean  Sunday  school  building.  There 
were  no  crates  of  bread  piled  up  and  classrooms  were 
able  to  remain  set  up.  There  was  a  beautiful  pipe 
organ  in  the  church.  It  was  peacefully  quiet  outside. 

I  thought  how  nice  it  must  be  to  have  such  a 
building.  To  have  access  to  it  at  all  times  of  the  day 
and  night.  I  thought  of  all  the  times  back  at  Good 
Shepherd  when  the  parish  hall  was  a  mess  and  we 
were  not  able  to  use  the  building  on  a  Saturday 
because  the  soup  kitchen  needed  it. 

When  I  arrived  back  at  Good  Shepherd,  I  had  an 
experience  that  quickly  changed  my  jealous  outlook. 
There  in  front  of  the  parish  hall  was  an  elderly  man 
sorting  through  the  trash  can.  I  guessed  he  was 
looking  for  aluminum  cans  to  sell. 

But  then  his  large  hand  emerged  from  the  trash  can 
and  a  half-eaten  sandwich  was  in  it.  He  studied  it  for  a 
moment  and  then  put  it  to  his  mouth,  and  ate. 

On  Sunday  morning  I  knelt  at  the  altar  rail  as 
Father  Bill  placed  the  communion  wafer  in  my  hand. 
"The  body  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ . . ."  the  commun- 
ion rite  says.  I  thought  of  the  man  in  front  of  the 


sonal,  family  and  community  life,  the  Centers  offer 
counseling  around  individual,  relationship,  and  family 
issues,  as  well  as  workshops,  seminars  and  support 
groups.  The  Centers  are  non-profit  and  are  supported 
by  churches  and  by  client  fees.  Services  are  offered 
to  all  citizens  of  the  community  without  regard  to 
religious,  ethnic  or  cultural  background. 

The  counselors  at  the  Wilmington  Center  are 
Dottie  W.  Andrew,  CCSW,  and  Sonja  D.  Robinson, 
MEd.  Dottie  began  with  the  Center  in  1 99 1 ,  after 
receiving  her  MSW  from  East  Carolina  University 
in  1 989.  She  is  the  administrator  of  the  Sunrise  Center 
of  Lower  Cape  Fear  Hospice,  and  serves  on  the 
Family  Ministries  Commission  of  the  Diocese.  Sonja 
received  her  MEd  in  Counseling  from  UNC-CH  in 
1 993,  and  is  a  counselor  with  the  New  Hanover 
County  Schools.  In  September  Vicki  J.  Peterson, 
CCS  W  joined  the  Episcopal  Counseling  Center, 
opening  offices  in  Greenville.  Vicki  received  her 
MSW  in  1 980  from  UNC-CH,  and  spent  the  past  ten 
years  teaching  social  work  at  East  Carolina  University. 
She  serves  on  the  Family  Ministries  Commission  and 
the  Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry  Committee. 

"We  had  always  dreamed  of  expanding  the 
services  of  the  Center  throughout  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina,  so  we  are  delighted  with  the  Greenville 
Center,"  says  Andrew. 

In  Wilmington,  the  office  of  the  Episcopal  Coun- 
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ECC: 


seling  Center, 
Inc.  is  at  1 6 
North  16th 
Street,  9 10/ 
251-1792. 
Two  sites  are 
available  for 
clients  in 
Greenville:  St. 
Paul's,  9 19/ 
752-3482,  and 
St.  Timothy's, 
919/355-2125. 
Referrals  for 
serv  ices  may  come 
from  a  priest,  a  doctor, 
an  EAP,  or  the  client  him/herself 

The  purpose  of  the  Episcopal  Counseling  Center 
might  best  be  described  in  Paul's  second  letter  to  the 
Corinthians:  "Praise  be  to  the  God  and  Father  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  Father  of  compassion  and 
the  God  of  all  comfort,  who  comforts  us  in  all  our 
troubles,  so  that  we  can  comfort  those  in  any  trouble 
with  the  comfort  we  ourselves  have  received  from 
God."  (2  Corinthians  1 :3-4. 

As  Bishop  Sanders  said  about  the  opening  of  the 
first  Center,  "It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  a  direct  exten- 
sion of  the  healing  ministry  of  Christ." 


church.  Was  that  sandwich  his  communion?  And  then 
I  knew  that,  indeed,  he,  too,  would  partake  of  the 
body  of  Christ  when  he  gathered  before  noon  in  our 
parish  hall  for  food  and  for  drink  and  for  perhaps  the 
first  time  of  the  day  the  realization  that  somebody 
cares. 

He  would  gather  in  that  cramped  parish  hall  with 
the  bread  crates  piled  up,  with  the  barren  lawn,  beaten 
down  from  constant  use,  next  to  the  old  church  with 
the  not-so-grand  organ,  with  the  stereo  blaring  from  a 
passing  car.  Here,  God's  people  would  have  their 
communion,  not  only  on  Sundays,  but  everyday  of  the 
week  when  God  has  His  people  busy  at  work  to  feed 
His  children. 

And  from  then  on,  the  manicured  lawn  and  spa- 
cious classrooms  I'd  seen  the  week  before  didn't 
seem  very  important  anymore. 

At  an  ordination  I  attended  last  winter,  the 
preacher  told  us  that  too  often  we  expect  to  encounter 
God  on  very  easy,  pleasant  terms,  just  as  we  like  to 
encounter  each  other.  But  he  quickly  warned  us: 
When  we  encounter  the  crucified  Christ,  we  must  first 
go  to  the  wounds.  And  when  we  encounter  each  other 
in  the  name  of  God,  when  we  encounter  the  world  in 
the  name  of  God;  when  we  encounter  the  man  in  front 
of  our  parish  hall  in  the  name  of  God,  we  must  first  go 


to  the  wounds.  We  must  first  go  to  where  there  is 
pain. 

My  brothers  and  sisters,  I  truly  believe  that  be- 
cause this  church  has  chosen  to  go  where  the  pain  is, 
to  invite  God's  children  who  are  suffering  into  his 
house,  we  have  encountered  the  risen  Christ  at  work  in 
this  place. 

As  some  of  us  heard  Howard  Hanchey  say 
recently:  We  don't  have  to  keep  talking  about  what 
our  church  should  be  doing,  or  what  new  program  we 
should  be  involved  in  or  how  we  need  more  space. 
We  should  just  look  around  us  and  celebrate,  because 
what  really  matters  is  not  what  the  church  is  doing,  but 
what  God  is  doing.  We  are  walking  on  the  water. 
God  is  doing  miracles  and  blessings  all  around  us  at 
Good  Shepherd.  And  for  that  we  should  give  thanks 
and  celebrate. 

The  old  hymn  writer  says:  "What  wondrous  love  is 
this,  O  my  soul,  O  my  soul." 

Indeed,  a  wondrous  love.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

—  This  article  was  reprinted from  the  senior 
warden  s  report  o/The  Good  Shepherd's  Fold,  the 
newsletter  of  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  Wilm- 
ington. Scott  Nunn  is  the  senior  warden  and  is  an 
assistant  news  editor  for  the  Wilmington  Star. 
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I  Will  Pour  Out  My  Spirit 
1996 


Episcopal  Youth  Event 


by  the  Rev.  Phillip  Craig,  Jr. 

Like  the  very  spirit  of  God,  young 
Episcopalians  from  across  the  United 
States  poured  into  Terre  Haute, 
Indiana  on  July  30th  for  the  fifth 
triennial  Episcopal  Youth  Event 

H (E.Y.E.).  Over  1500  young  people 
and  their  adult  sponsors  arrived  by 
bus,  plane,  and  car  onto  the  campus  of 
Indiana  State  University  for  what  was 
to  be  a  high  energy,  spirit  filled  week 
of  fun  and  fellowship. 

The  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 
was  enthusiastically  represented  by  twelve  youth  and 
three  adult  sponsors.  Having  gathered  in  Raleigh  the 
night  before,  the  entire  group  flew  to  Indiannapolis.  By 
the  end  of  that  very  first  twenty-four  hours,  our  collec- 
tion of  1 8  people  had  quickly  become  a  close-knit 
community,  full  of  excitement  about  E.  Y.E.  and  deter- 
mined to  make  a  joyful  statement  about  our  pride  in 
the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina. 

The  diversity  of  E.  Y.E.  was  tremendous.  "E.Y.E. 
gave  me  a  broader  look  at  Episcopal  youth  from 
across  the  country,  and  how  they  run  their  programs, 
music,  and  activities,"  said  Chris  Erixson. 

"Everyone  was  so  different,"  said  Tiffany  Barfield. 
"It  was  exciting  to  talk  with  so  many  people  different 
from  you  but  also  like  you." 

While  there  was  much  time  for  talking,  there  was 
also  a  great  deal  of  time  for  worship,  music,  and 
celebration  as  a  community.  "The  first  night  was 
incredible,"  said  Anne  Pegram. 

Danny  Alger  agreed.  "Being  in  an  auditorium 


with  1 400  other  youth  was  spectacular,  and  the 
worship  was  original  and  interesting." 

The  music  and  worship  brought  everyone  togetber 
daily  as  a  large  group,  but  there  were  also  many 
opportunities  for  small  groups  to  discuss  their  diversity 
as  well  as  their  common  bonds.  "Listening  to  people 
tell  me  their  trials  of  life  gave  me  a  close  view  on  how 
God  can  change  your  life  around,"  said  Stephanie 
King. 

For  others,  the  fun  and  fellowship  outside  of  any 
organized  activity  often  provided  the  most  special 
moments.  "The  joy  of  E.Y.E. ,"  says  Cookie  Cantwell, 
"is  that  we,  as  a  family  of  God,  gather  to  celebrate  our 
unity  in  Jesus  Christ  and  explore  ways  to  see  the  image 
of  God  in  all  people." 

For  our  own  diocesan  group,  some  of  the  best 
moments  were  both  unplanned  and  spontaneous. 
From  random  conversations  in  the  bright  sunshine,  to 
water  fights  in  the  university  fountain,  to  our  daily 
retreat  at  the  Dairy  Queen,  our  group  arrived  upon 
some  important  information.  For  one,  it  was  fun  to  be 
in  Terre  Haute,  but  even  better  to  be  going  home  to 
East  Carolina.  Second,  in  Wynne  Overton's  words, 
"despite  all  our  differences,  we  share  the  same  love  of 
God." 

As  we  boarded  the  plane  to  come  home  to  East 
Carolina,  our  "diocesan  family  of  1 8"  brought  a  simple 
message  with  them.  As  Ron  Funderburke  said, 
"Plainly,  we  are  not  all  the  same.  But  that  we  should 
love  without  end  and  rejoice  without  restraint,  it  is 
certain." 

Thank  you,  East  Carolina,  for  sending  your  youth 
to  Terre  Haute. 


East  Carolina  Youth  with  the  Most  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Edmund  Browning  at  the  Episcopal  Youth  Event. 


Episcopal  Youth  Event  Participants: 

Ron  Funderburke,  St.  Phillips,  Southport 

Tiffany  Barfield,  St.  Mark's,  Wilmington 

Stephanie  King,  St.  Mark's,  Wilmington 

Chris  Erixson,  Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville 

Maggie  Agsten,  St.  Mary's,  Kinston 

John  White,  St.  Andrew's,  Nags  Head 

Katie  Shaw,  St.  Maiy's,  Kinston 

Erin  Peterson,  St.  Timothy's,  Greenville 

Anne  Pegram,  St.  Mark's,  Roxabel 

Liz  Garner,  St.  Paul's,  Washington 

Danny  Alger,  St.  Andrew's,  Morehead  City 

Wynne  Overton,  St.  Thomas,  Ahoskie 

Cookie  Cantwell,  St.  James,  Wilmington 

The  Rev.  Phillip  Craig,  Jr.,  St.  John's,  Wilmington 

Carol  Taylor,  St.  Timothy's,  Greenville 


St.  James'  EYC  Kicks-off  year  with  Barnyard  Bash 


by  Cookie  Cantwell 

Now  listen  to  a  story  about  a  group  named  "James  " 
A  church  group  of  youth  that 's  awesome,  full  of fame 
6  through  12,  that's  the  grade  you 've  got  to  be 
So  load  up  your  car  and  come  to  "St.  Jimmy  s  ".  .  . 

(sung  to  the  tune  of  "The  Beverly  Hillbillies") 

Cows,  pigs  and  fanners  greeted  the  more  than  1 75  youth,  family  members  and 
friends  as  they  gathered  in  the  lawn  of  St.  James'  in  Wilmington  for  the  kick-off  of 
the  1 996-97  EYC  year.  Transforming  the  lawn  had  been  no  small  feat,  but  with 
plywood  cows,  pigs,  and  even  farmers  —  yes,  there  were  liknesses  of  the  Revs. 
Charles  vonRosenberg  and  Janet  Tarbox,  the  Rector  and  Assistant  Rector  —  the 
metamorphosis  was  complete.  The  barnyard  bash  was  ready  to  roll. 

Dressed  in  blue  jeans  and  plaid  shirts,  EYC  participants,  their  parent,  advisors, 
vestry  members  and  St.  James'  staff  joined  in  the  spirit.  Vestiy  members  and  the 
clergy  sported  straw  hats  with  emblems  identifying  them  as  members  of  the  parish 
leadership.  Attendees  were  given  a  colorful  bandanna  as  they  arrived.  Photos  were 
taken  of  each  young  person  who  registered,  as  parents  signed-up  to  prepare  meals 
for  the  EYC  meetings  throughout  the  year. 

The  EYC  advisors  moved  through  the  crowd,  welcoming  all  the  young  people 
back  for  another  exciting  year  of  Youth  Ministry  at  St.  James'.  They  were  espe- 


cially excited  to  welcome  for  a  second  year  the  co 

young  people  of  The  Church  of  the  Good  Shep-       Clu&b)  jJtfoZ 

herd  in  Wilmington.  Last  year,  these  young  fTnji&rflL  Q^f^Yw) 

people  joined  with  St.  James'  EYC  and  the  ^3»(^jrii^^  d^_fo8£ 

combination  of  the  two  groups  has  been  a  healthy  £tp^\\^vn 

blend  and  an  additional  blessing.  <2? 

After  Farmer  "Charlie"  blessed  the  food,  the 
slop  was  on  and  participants  feasted  on  the  wonderful  "pig  pickin." 

Moving  into  the  Great  Hall  after  dinner,  the  entire  group  participated  in  some 
"Pew  Dancing."  The  EYC  advisors  performed  and  original  piece  of  music  about 
the  St.  James'  EYC  sung  to  the  tune  of  "The  Beverly  Hillbillies"  (excerpt  printed 
above.)  After  the  songs  and  dance,  the  advisors  shared  the  highlights  of  the  coming 
year  and  answered  questions  and  listened  to  ideas. 

The  EYC  advisors  hoped  that  by  gathering  EYC  participants  and  their  families 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  everyone  would  receive  the  same  information  and  could 
make  plans  around  the  EYC's  programs  and  events.  The  advisors  wanted  to 
convey  the  fullness  of  the  youth  program. 

The  barnyard  bash  was  a  tremendous  success.  There  was  much  laughter;  a 
tremendous  amount  of  joy;  many  stories  exchanged;  numerous  ideas  expressed; 
and  an  incredible  amount  of  enthusiasm  generated.  Smiles  creep  across  the  faces  at 
St.  James'  as  people  remember  the  fun  and  joy  of  that  evening  centered  on  the 
young  people  of  the  church. 
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New  Bern  first  stop  for  new  bishop  coadjutor 


Advertising  —  Being  Heard 


1996  -  1997  Episcopal  Youth  Ministry  Events 
Episcopal  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 

-1996- 


Happening  #28 
October  11-13 
for  2nd  Semester  9-12  Graders 
Trinity  Center 

New  Beginnings  #18 
November  16-17 
for  Graders  7-9 
Trinity  Center 


Senior  High  Diocesan  Youth  Event 
October25-27 
For  Grades  9-12 
Trinity  Center 

Winterlight 
Dec. 27,  1996-  Jan.  1,  1997 
Youth  Conference  for  Grades  9-12 
Kangua 


-1997- 


Diocesan  Youth  Celebration 
January  24-25 
For  Grades  7-9 
location.  1  BA 


New  Beginnings  #19 
March  8-9 
For  Grades  7-9 
Trinity  Center 


Happenings  #29 
March  14-16 
For  2nd  Semester  9-12  Graders 
Trinity  Center 


Jr.  High  Diocesan  Youth  Event 
April  18-20 
For  Grades  7-9 
Trinity  Center 


Details  and  information  for  these  and  other  events  will 
be  sent  directly  to  you  for  the  fall  and  spring  semesters. 
For  more  information  or  questions,  please  contact: 

CAROL  TAYLOR.  Youth  Ministries  Coordinator 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina 
P.O.  Box  1336 
Kinston,  NC  28503 


by  Joe  West 

The  first  formal  parish  visit  and  confirmation 
service  for  the  new  Bishop  Coadjutor  of  East  Carolina 
was  both  a  fulfilling  and  filling  experience. 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd  was  graciously 
received  at  St.  Cyprian's  Church  on  Sept.  29  with 
plenty  of  handshakes,  photos,  flowers  and  Sunday 
dinner,  cooked  southern  style. 

"Our  church  is  usually  at  the  top  of  the  annual 
visitation  list  because  we  observe  St.  Cyprian's  Day  in 
early  September,"  said  the  Rev.  William  Hadden,  the 
priest  in  charge.  "This  year  it  had  to  be  pushed  back  a 
little  because  of  the  bishop's  ordination." 

Daniel  was  consecrated  bishop  on  Saturday,  Sept. 
2 1 ,  in  Greenville  and  was  in  New  Bern  the  next  week 
to  preach  at  Christ  Church,  where  he  had  been  elected 
coadjutor  during  a  special  convention  in  April. 

St.  Cyprian's  marked  his  first  official  visitation 
duties,  which  made  the  confirmands  a  little  nervous  at 
first 

"When  I  told  them  this  would  be  my  first  confirma- 
tion service,  they  looked  a  little  dubious,"  Daniel  told 
the  St.  Cyprian's  congregation  during  a  short  homily. 
Of  course,  everything  went  just  fine,  both  for  the  new 
bishop  and  the  three  young  girls  who  made  their  public 
affirmation  of  faith. 

Chamelia  Barnes,  Zula  Barnes  and  Ashley  Guion 
were  immaculately  dressed  for  the  occasion  in  white 
dresses  and  veils.  They  all  shyly  nodded  in  the  affirma- 
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tive  when  asked  afterwards  if  they  felt  like  they  had 
been  properly  confirmed. 

"The  new  bishop  did  well  for  his  first  time  out," 
said  William  Guion,  Jr.,  Ashley's  proud  grandfather. 

Daniel  thanked  the  members  of  St.  Cyprian's  for 
being  so  warm  and  welcoming,  and  he  stressed  that 
hospitality  was  the  hallmark  of  a  true  Christian  commu- 
nity. 

"Even  before  1  was  ordained,  one  of  your  mem- 
bers embraced  me  during  a  visit  at  the  diocesan  house 
in  Kinston  and  informed  me  that  i  would  be  visiting  his 
church  first,"  said  Daniel.  "He  said  you  would  feed  me 
dinner  and  wanted  to  know  if  I  liked  southern  cooking 
or  northern.  I  said  southern." 

That  was  obviously  the  right  choice.  For  the 
person  issuing  the  invitation  was  C.C.  Stewart,  the 
senior  warden  and  super  chef  who  cooked  up  a  meal 
of  fried  chicken,  country  ham,  southern-style  green 
beans,  rice  and  plenty  of  other  fixings. 

"We  like  to  eat  well  here,  especially  when  the 
bishop  visits,"  said  Stewart,  noting  that  St.  Cyprian's 
had  set  a  tough  act  for  other  parishes  to  follow. 

Members  of  the  Episcopal  Church  Women  pre- 
sented Mrs.  Daniel  with  a  corsage,  and  one  of  the 
ladies  slipped  the  bishop  a  large  chunk  of  cake  to  take 
home. 

"If  I  keep  eating  like  this  on  all  my  visits,  I'm  going 
to  be  in  real  trouble,"  said  the  tall  and,  as  yet,  still 
slender  bishop. 


by  the  Rev.  Jeff  Douglas 

Each  day  we  are  bombarded  by  messages  from 
the  newspapers,  radio,  and  TV.  WE  hear  and  see 
hundreds  of  commercial  messages  each  day.  Advertis- 
ing has  become  so  much  a  part  of  our  lives  that  we 
accept  radio,  TV  and  print  ads  as  a  normal  part  of  our 
lives.  They  are  normal  except  when  it  comes  to  our 
oreligiouso  lives.  For  many  Episcopalians,  advertising 
is  anything  but  normal.  Episcopalians  tend  to  think  that 
advertising  profanes  the  sacred  nature  of  the  Church. 
(Given  the  many  profane  uses  and  abuses  of  televised 
religion,  this  view  is  understandable.) 

However,  the  marketplace  is  not  only  a  place 
where  goods  and  services  are  hawked,  bought  and 
sold.  It  is  also  a  place  where  values  and  ideas  are 
floated,  exchanged  and  valued.  If  the  Gospel  is  to 
compete  with  the  ideas  values  put  forth  by  the  market- 
place, then  the  Gospel  must  be  in  the  marketplace ! 
When  the  Apostle  Paul  began  his  missionary  journeys, 
he  first  preached  in  the  synagogues  and  then  went  to  the 
marketplace.  The  market  was  the  place  to  find  Gentile 
converts  who  knew  nothing  of  the  synagogue. 

We  can  no  longer  assume  that  Christian  values 


predominant  (if  they  ever  did)  in  our  society.  The 
secularization  of  modem  life  has  allowed  the  values  of 
the  market  place  with  its  emphasis  on  materialism, 
violence  and  sensuality  to  dominant  the  messages  that 
proclaim  not  only  the  goods  and  services  of  our  society 
but,  in  fact,  what  defines  "good"  in  our  society. 

The  only  way  to  undercut  this  dominance  is  for 
the  Church  to  take  its  place  in  the  marketplace  of 
ideas.  In  doing  so,  our  Lord  warns  us:  "See,  I  am 
sending  you  out  like  sheep  into  the  midst  of  wolves;  so 
be  wise  as  serpents  and  innocent  as  doves.  (Matt 
10:16)  We  must  be  careful  to  be  in  the  marketplace 
but  not  of  the  marketplace.  We  must  proclaim  the 
values  of  the  Gospel  clearly  and  unambiguously.  This 
we  can  do. 

And  the  amazing  thing  is  that  it  works!  The 
Washington  Post  reported  that  Trinity  Community 
Church,  an  independent  congregation,  Bowie,  MD,  ran 
ads  for  a  year  and  they  doubled  in  size  during  that 
same  period.  The  Jan.  7, 1996  issue  of  The  Living 
Church  reported  that  the  Diocese  of  Western  Tennes- 
see ran  two  TV  ad  campaign  and  reported  measurable 
gains  in  attendance  in  many  parishes.  This  year  that 
diocese  will  spend  $30,000  on  advertising. 


Part  of  a  series  from  The  Department  of  Congregations  &  Development  to  aid  parishes  in  making  new  disciples. 


OCTOBER  1996 


CROSSCURRENT 


PAGE  13 


God  at  Work  in  Parish 


by  the  Rev.  Russell  Johnson 

We  don't  often  focus  upon  the  gentle  movement 
of  God  in  our  parishes  because  of  the  often  more 
dramatic  and  publicized  work  He  is  doing  through  our 
service  ministries  in  the  Diocese.  Nevertheless,  God 
really  does  do  most  of  his  work  in  this  Diocese 
through  his  people  in  our  parishes.  There,  folks  are 
healed  and  find  wholeness;  they  are  forgiven  and  learn 
to  forgive;  they  are  fed  on  the  word  and  body  and 
blood  of  Christ  and  in  countless  small  ways  make  life 
here  in  this  Diocese  better  for  all  who  live  here. 

Always  a  little  reluctant,  like  most  Episcopalians, 
to  trumpet  God's  accomplishments  through  them,  the 
people  of  St.  Paul's  in  Edenton  are  one  example  of 
their  brothers  and  sisters  in  our  great  parishes,  small 
and  large,  who  have  accomplished  by  God's  grace 
some  pretty  amazing  things  in  the  last  few  years. 

Months  before  the  Diocese's  Covenant  with  the 
Future  capital  campaign  set  out  to  raise  needed  funds, 
St.  Paul's  set  about  the  task  of  renovating,  revitalizing 


In  an  ordinary  church  in  the  heart  of  Washington, 
DC  one  finds  a  not-so-ordinary  ministry  — the 
Ministry  of  Money.  The  Ministry  of  Money  sole  focus 
is  following  Christ  to  the  ministries  that  money  enables. 
The  ministry  holds  workshops,  organizes  pilgrimages 
and  publishes  a  newsletter. 

In  the  following,  reprinted  from  the  Ministry  of 
Money's  August  1 996  newsletter,  Joe  Murchison,  a 
newspaper  editor  who  participated  in  the  Ministry's 
Basic  Money  Workshop  held  last  spring,  writes  with 
instructive  clarity  about  how  a  money  workshop  can 
assist  us  in  living  lives  of  greater  freedom  and  commit- 
ment. It  is  a  search  for  a  way  of  living  well,  while 
preparing  for  eventualities  of  life  and  death. 

We  were  all  ages  and  various  income  levels. 
About  one-fifth  were  clergy.  There  were  business 
owners  whose  revenue  reached  into  the  millions,  social 
workers  who  were  struggling  to  make  ends  meet,  a 
White  House  lawyer,  a  physician  testing  a  call  to 
mission  work  in  Eastern  Europe.  My  wife  and  I 
explained  that  we  were  there  because  my  mother  had 
j  ust  died,  leaving  us  a  lot  of  money.  We  wanted  to 
know  what  God  had  in  mind  for  it. 

The  central  theme  of  the  talks  and  our  small-group 
discussions,  for  the  most  part,  wasn't  money.  It  was 
following  Christ.  Money  was  always  secondary.  At 
the  end  of  the  weekend,  one  participant  said  he  would 
have  signed  up  for  a  workshop  years  before  had  he 
known  it  centered  so  little  on  "stewardship"  and  so 


and  expanding  its  facilities  so  as  to  be  responsible  to 
the  challenges  in  ministry  to  be  offered  within  the  next 
25  years.  The  good  people  of  St.  Paul's  have  sacrifi- 
cially  raised  nearly  one  million  dollars  (with  more  to  be 
raised)  so  as  to  renovate  tired  older  buildings,  add  five 
more  needed  rooms,  and  replace  a  well-worn  old 
organ  prior  to  their  300th  anniversary  in  the  year 
200 1 .  On  top  of  all  that,  they  have  raised  to  date 
about  a  third  of  a  recommended  goal  in  support  of  the 
Covenant  with  the  Future  campaign. 

All  these  monies,  of  course,  enhance  the 
Diocese's  prospects  for  doing  ministry  in  East  Caro- 
lina. Money  spent  within  our  parishes  for  facilities 
growth  is  an  excellent  investment  in  the  future.  And 
Edenton  is  projected  (as  are  many  of  our  communities) 
to  grow  significantly  as  a  retirement  haven  in  the  next 
1 5  years.  The  congregation  hopes  to  see  an  Episcopal 
Retirement  Center  eventually  develop  in  the  area  as 
well  as  to  become  a  hub-for  the  Cathedral  Teleconfer- 
encing Network  allowing  the  Episcopalians  in  the 
Albemarle  Deanery  easy  proximity  to  a  site  offering 


much  on  Jesus. 

The  speakers  were  impassioned.  Most  described 
their  personal  journeys  in  following  Christ.  Almost  all 
described  encounters  with  the  poor  in  the  Third  World 
as  formative.  Several  spoke  of  economic  injustices 
that  resulted  in  most  of  the  world's  population  going 
hungry  each  day,  and  we  watched  a  video  about  the 
exploitation  of  teenage  garment  workers  in  Central 
America. 

But  remarkably,  the  weekend  was  free  of  manipu- 
lation and  inducements  to  guilt.  Though  impassioned, 
the  speakers  also  exuded  a  gentleness  and  humility  that 
precluded  judgementalism.  More  than  one  speaker 
expressed  the  desire  that  we  take  from  the  weekend, 
above  all  else,  a  sense  of  how  much  God  loved  us. 
They  also  set  a  tone  of  astonishing  honesty.  Several 
wept  as  they  touched  on  painful  aspects  of  their  own 
lives. 

The  weekend  reoriented  my  life.  A  talk  by  Gor- 
don Cosby,  founder  of  The  Church  of  the  Saviour  in 
Washington,  DC  (out  of  which  the  Ministry  of  Money 
grew),  convinced  me  that  the  only  way  to  truly  follow 
Christ  is  to  embrace  self-sacrifice  and  suffering.  I,  like 
most  Christians,  had  always  temporized  Christ's  call  to 
take  up  his  cross,  preferring  instead  to  follow  culture's 
call  to  be  on  top,  to  be  a  winner. 

Cheryl  Broetje,  my  small-group  leader,  reinforced 
this  conviction  with  her  tale  of  making  room  at  her 
3,000  acre  farm  for  both  abused  teens  and  the  families 


great  Christian  education  opportunities. 

On  top  of  all  this  St.  Paul's  people  have  ex- 
panded their  ministry  of  reading  to  the  public  schools; 
begun  a  "befriending-ministry"  with  residents  of  the 
local  nursing  home  and  a  "Martha's  Ministry"  of  "fix- 
it"  assistance  to  widows,  widowers,  divorcees,  one 
parent  families  and  folks  with  disabilities.  They  have 
settled  and  support  a  Bosnian  refugee  family;  raised 
monies  for  hurricane  victims;  are  in  the  process  of 
getting  a  Habitat  for  Humanity  program  under  way; 
and  are  training  a  Red-Cross  Relief  Team  for  deploy- 
ment in  or  out  of  the  state. 

Is  God  at  work  in  our  parishes?  St.  Paul's  in 
Edenton  is  not  extraordinary.  This  sort  of  story  is 
unfolding  all  across  our  diocese  in  parishes  small  and 
large.  And  these  are  stories  worth  trumpeting.  God  is 
at  work,  bringing  new  life  and  vitality.  Such  work  is 
worth  celebrating  and  holding  up  among  us.  It  is  at  the 
heart  and  soul  of  this  diocese  and  in  recognizing  it  we 
are  all  strengthened. 

on  Jesus 


of  migrant  workers,  and  the  suffering  this  sometimes 
brought  her  and  her  family,  including  the  pregnancy  of 
one  of  her  daughters.  "You  have  to  choose  your  ditch, 
crawl  in  and  be  prepared  to  die  there,"  she  said. 

On  the  last  day  of  the  retreat,  an  indelible  image 
emerged  in  my  mind:  I  was  on  the  edge  of  a  walled, 
hilltop  city,  looking  across  a  valley  at  another  hill, 
topped  by  a  cross.  My  life's  journey  was  toward  that 
other  hill,  and  the  valley  —  my  only  way  there  —  was 
a  garbage  pit.  But  I  also  sensed  that  the  path  through 
that  pit  was  the  only  way  I  would  become  truly  alive, 
the  only  place  where  I  could  truly  experience  the  love, 
peace  and  joy  that  Christ  promised. 
And,  yes,  I  came  away  with  ideas  about  how  to  use 
my  money.  I  hardly  slept  one  night  out  of  excitement 
over  the  possibilities  —  helping  rent  lodging  for  chroni- 
cally homeless  men  I  had  come  to  know  in  my  com- 
munity; helping  pay  for  a  youth  leader  to  work  with 
teens  at  our  church.  It  was,  for  me,  a  new  sense  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  at  work  —  that  sense  of  energy  and 
excitement  unleashed  by  a  divine  inspiration  toward 
acts  of  selfless  love. 

Back  in  the  real  world,  I  have  taken  small,  wobbling 
steps  to  bring  about  these  two  projects.  I  have  found 
—  to  my  surprise  and  God's  amusement  —  that  the 
garbage  pit  is  not  out  there,  but  inside  me.  My  prayer 
walks  in  the  morning  have  become  longer  and  longer. 
A  new  journey  has  begun." 


Centering  less  on  Stewardship  and  More 
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Trinity  Center  and  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  invite  you  to 
retreat  to  Trinity  Center 


October  20 
Enjoy  and  Celebrate 
TRINITY  CENTER  DAY 
Then  remain  for  an 
OVERNIGHT  SILENT  RETREAT 
Dr.  Antoinette  Anglin,  meditation  leaders 
Sing  the  Daily  offices  and  participate  in  prayer  and  retreat 
The  retreat  begins  with  Evensong.  Silence  will  begin  with  the  meditation  following 
dinner.  Compline  ends  the  day.  The  next  morning  begins  by  singing  of  Morning 
Prayer.  Breakfast  follows,  then  a  meditation,  silence,  noonday  prayers  and  lunch. 
All  rooms  are  singles.  The  cost  is  $62.00  including  three  meals. 

November  1 
ALL  SAINTS  QUIET  DAY 
The  Rev.  Michael  Curry,  Spiritual  Director 
Fr.  Curry,  rector  of  St.  James  Episcopal  Church  in  Baltimore,  MD  will  offer  medita- 
tions and  spiritual  direction  during  the  celebration  of  the  Feast  of  All  Saints.  Mark 
your  calendars  now  or  call  Trinity  Center,  9 1 9/247-5600  to  reserve  a  space. 
The  cost  is  $  1 0.00  including  lunch. 


December  6-8 
ADVENT  RETREAT 
Seeking  the  Child 

The  Rev.  Canon  Carole  A.  Crumley,  Canon  Educator  at  Washington  National 
Cathedral,  will  use  ancient  icons,  music  and  silence  to  guide  medilations. 
The  cost  is  $  1 1 2.00  for  the  entire  weekend,  including  meals  and  lodging. 


Registration  for  Quiet  Days  &  Retreats 

Make  checks  for  the  appropriate  amount  payable  to:  The  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina  and  return  with  the  registration  form  to  Flora  Shedd,  ObJN,  P.O.  Drawer 
380,  Salter  Path,  NC  28575 

Name  

Address  

Phone  

□  Overnight  Silent  Retreat,  Oct.  20,  $62.00 
All  Saints  Quiet  Day,  Nov.  1,  $10.00 

□  Advent  Retreat,  Dec.  6-8,  $1 12.00,  $20.00  deposit 


~1 


J 


Advent  Retreat  —  Seeking  the  Child 


As  one  age  ends  and  another  begins,  wise  men 
and  women  seek  the  child  —  that  new  energy,  fresh 
vision,  hopeful  possibility  that  comes  from  God. 
Scripture  tells  us  that  God  loves  our  childlikeness  with 
its  spontaneity,  wide-eyed  wonder,  trust  and  simplicity. 
In  the  Advent  retreat  being  offered  at  Trinity  Center 
December  6-8,  the  Rev.  Canon  Carole  A.  Crumley, 
Canon  Educator  at  the  Washington  National  Cathe- 
dral and  recognized  pilgrimage  leader,  will  led  partici- 
pants on  a  journey  to  find  that  child.  With  guided 
meditations  using  scripture,  ancient  icons,  music  and 
silence,  participant's  will  awaken  their  own  childlike 
soul. 

A  qualified  retreat  leader,  Canon  Crumley  has 
led  numerous  retreats,  workshops,  and  short-term 


groups  for  people  seeking  a  deeper  spiritual  life. 
While  serving  as  canon  pastor  of  the  Washington 
National  Cathedral,  Canon  Crumley  organized  and 
directed  programs  of  reading,  music,  lectures,  retreats 
and  workshops  devoted  to  contemplative  practice  and 
contemporary  spiritual  quest.  These  programs  have 
included  a  focus  on  the  lives  of  such  spiritual  giants 
past  and  present  such  as  Julian  of  Norwich,  Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer,  Meister  Eckhail,  Thomas  Merton, 
Hildegard  of  Bingen,  Evelyn  Underhill,  John  the  Cross, 
Howard  Thurman  and  Clare  of  Assisi.  She  also  serves 
as  spiritual  director  and  mentor  to  individuals  in  the  DC 
area. 

As  the  Cathedral's  canon  educator,  she  is  re- 
sponsible for  founding  the  Cathedral  Center  for  Prayer 


and  Pilgrimage,  a  center  for 
spirituality  which  includes  a 
comprehensive  program  of 
religious  education  and  a 
center  for  spirituality  which 
includes  a  comprehensive 
program  of  religious  educa- 
tion and  a  series  of  local, 
national  and  international 
pilgrimage  opportunities  for 
Cathedral  constituents.  She 
has  led  pilgrimages  to  the 
Soviet  Union,  the  Holy  Land, 
Italy,  Ireland  and  Spain. 


The  Rev.  Canon  Carole 
A.  Cromley  to  lead 
Advent  Retreat, 
Seeking  the  Child. 


Senior  High  Youth  Invited  to  Join  the 
"Fishin'  Mission" 


The  Youth  Commission  has  been  busy  patching  their  nets,  provisioning  their 
boats  and  gathering  their  crews  for  a  special  mission  to  set  sail  from  Trinity 
Center  on  October  25-27,  Diocesan  youth  in  grades  9- 1 2  are  invited  to  join 
this  special  crew  for  the  fall  Senior  Diocesan  Youth  Event  (Sr.  D.  YE.)  and  to 
discover  a  sea  of  discipleship. 

Fran  McKendree,  a  musician  and  singer  from  Toronto,  Canada,  who  has 
participated  in  many  of  the  Diocese's  previous  youth  conferences  as  well  as 
many  national  conferences,  will  be  on  board.  Jane  Peele,  a  dance  teacher  and 
former  member  of  the  Muppets  Dance  Company,  will  also  be  on  board  leading 
several  sessions  in  creative  movement. 

To  sign  up  for  the  voyage,  see  the  youth  advisor  or  clergy  person  in  your 
parish  for  a  registration  form  . 


Concerts  with  Fran  McKendree 


■4 


St.  James',  Wilmington  — 
October  20,  5:30  pm 
An  intergenerational  event  in  the  Great  Hall. 

St.  Timothy's,  Greenville  — 
November  4,  7:00  pm 
An  event  sponsored  by  the  Pamlico  deanery. 

Youth  groups  from  around  the  diocese  are 
invited  to  these  concerts. 
Join  the  fellowship,  music  and  singing! 
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Consecration 


Photos 


The  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd  and  his  sister,  the  Rev.  Patricia 
Turk,  administer  Eucharist  to  his  daughters  Charlotte,  Elizabeth 
and  Margaret. 


The  diocese's  bishops'  wives:  Anne  Daniel,  Dink  Elebash, 
Hannah  Wright  and  Nancy  Sanders. 


Prison  Superintendents  Retreat,  Trinity  Center 

Happening,  Trinity  Center 

Lower  Cape  Fear  Deanery  Day 

Cursillo  for  Secretariat,  Diocesan  House,  1 0  am 

Happening  #28,  Trinity  Center 

Liturgical  Music  Conference,  Trinity  Center 

ECTN  Broadcast,  "The  Future  of  Episcopal  Philanthropy,"  l-3pm 

New  Beginnings  Board  and  Staff  meets,  Diocesan  House 

Trinity  Day,  Trinity  Center 

Spiritual  Retreat,  Trinity  Center 

Creative  Christian  Stewardship  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  1  Oam 
Missionary  Outreach  Committee  meets,  San  Mateo,  10am 
Standing  Committee  meets,  Diocesan  House,  11:1 5am 
Senior  Diocesan  Youth  Event,  Trinity  Center 
Elderhostel,  Trinity  Center 

Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry  Committee  meets,  Diocesan  House,  1  Oam 
Commission  on  Family  Ministries,  Diocesan  House,  1  Oam 
Celebration  of  New  Ministry,  St.  Christopher's,  Havelock  - 
The  Rev.  Marjorie  McCarty,  7pm 


Spiritual  Resource  Commission,  Trinity  Center,  3pm 
Quiet  Day,  Trinity  Center 
Needs  &  Goals  Conference,  Trinity  Center 
St.  Thomas,  Bath,  Vestry  Retreat,  Trinity  Center 
Trinity  Center  Board  of  Visitors,  Trinity  Center 
Department  of  Congregations  &  Development,  Diocesan  House,  1  Oam 
Cursillo,  Trinity  Center 
ECTN  Broadcast,  "Inheriting  a  Broken  World: 

Town  Hall  Meeting  of  the  Nation's  Youth,"  8pm 
Clergy  Association  Meeting,  Diocesan  House 
Cursillo,  Trinity  Center 
LARC  Conference,  Trinity  Center 
Executive  Council,  Diocesan  House.  9:30  am 
New  Beginnings#  1 8,  Trinity  Center 
St.  Francis,  Goldsboro,  Parish  Retreat,  Trinity  Center 
Celebration  of  New  Ministry,  Holy  Trinity,  Hertford- 

The  Rev.  Dale  Brudvig,  3  pm 
ECTN  Broadcast,  "Embracing  Difference  in  Solidarity, " 
Albemarle  Deanery,  St.  Paul's,  Edenton,  2:30  pm 
Elderhostel,  Trinity  Center 
Standing  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  1 1 : 1 5  am 
Pamlico  Deanery  Meeting 
Diocesan  Office  closed  for  Thanksgiving 


The  Bishops'  Visitation  Schedule 
Bishop  Sanders 

October  20 
October  27 
November  10 
November  1 7 
November  24 


9-  11 

10-  13 
12 

12 

11-  13 
18-20 
19 

19 
20 

20-21 
24 
24 
24 

25-27 
27-11/1 
29 
30 

30 


2 
2 
3 

10 


6 
7 

7-9 

12-13 

15 

15-17 

15-  17 

16 

16-  17 
17 

17-  22 
21 

21 

28-29 


All  Souls,  Northwest 
St.  Paul's,  Fayetteville 
Holy  Cross,  Aurora 
St.  George's,  Lake  Landing 
St.  James,  Shallotte 


The  hostesses  of  the  Pamlico  deanery  prepare  food  and  wine  for 
the  reception  honoring  Bishop  Daniel. 


Bishop  Daniel 

October  13 
October  20 
October  27 
November  3 
November  10 
November  17 


St.  Mary's,  Burgaw 
St.  Paul's,  Clinton 
St.  John's,/St.  Mark's  Grifton 
St.  Philip's,  Holly  Ridge 
St.  Anne's,  Jacksonville 
St.  Peter's,  Swansboro 


To  have  an  event  listed  on  the  diocesan  calendar,  please  contact  Cynthia  Pollock,  (919)  522-0885. 
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Diocese  of  East  Carolina 


The  Body  of  Christ  Has  Aids 

by  Vicki  and  Michael  Peterson 

It  taught  us  more  about  life  than  we  thought  we  were  ready  to  know. 

—  Youth  upon  Returning  from  National  Episcopal  Aids  Coalition  Retreat 

On  October  10  six  high  school  freshmen,  Jim  Capps, 
Elizabeth  Mears,  Alex  Williams,  Caitlyn  Willis, 
Michael  Peterson  and  Katie  Yuhas.  and  their  adult 
companions,  the  Rev.  Carrie  Craig,  Vicki  Peterson  and 
Renee  Willis,  left  Rocky  Mount  on  an  Amtrack  train 
headed  to  Washington,  DC  to  "work  the  Quilt."  They 
were  participating  in  the  National  Episcopal  AIDS 
Coalition  Retreat,  entitled  "In  Returning  and  Rest," 
held  October  10-13  in  conjunction  with  the  display  of 
the  NAMES  Project  AIDS  Memorial  Quilt.  When 
they  returned  four  days  later,  they  were  people 
committed  to  sharing  the  love,  reverence,  anger, 
soixow,  joy  and  awareness  engendered  by  the  Quilt. 

Possibly  the  story  of  the  Quilt  is  best  told  in 
numbers:  70,000  names;  40,000  3'  x  6'  panels  (the  size 


Renee  Willis,  Vicki  Peterson,  Edmund  Browing.  Elizabeth 
Mears,  Jim  Capps,  (Bavkrow):  Alex  Williams,  Kaitlyn  Willis, 
Carrie  Craig,  Katie  Yuhas,  &  Michael  Peterson  on  the  mall 
where  the  AIDS  Memorial  Quilt  was  displayed. 


of  a  grave)  ceremoniously  unfolded  by  12,000 
volunteers  in  teams  of  eight;  45  tons  of  fabric;  320,000 
lives  lost  to  this  pandemic  in  the  US  alone;  a  death  due 
to  AIDS  every  15  minutes;  a  record  of  human  life  and 
love  that  covers  the  National  Mall  from  the  Capitol 
steps  to  the  base  of  the  Washington  Monument.  Laying 
out  this  quilt  as  the  group  from  St.  Timothy's  did  is  a 
tremendous  labor  of  love  —  a  sacred  act  of  holding 
lives  in  your  hands  which  is  both  caressing  and 
wrenching. 

"The  whole  thing  was  an  experience  of  God,  one 
big  powerful  blend  of  constant  emotion,"  explained 
Caitlyn  Willis  . 

The  visitors  were  struck  by  the  global  tragedy  and 
the  unrelenting  growth  of  the  Quilt,  and  were  moved  by 
its  celebration  of  the  power  of  love  both  lost  and 
remembered.  The  Quilt  reminds  of  us  the  huge  waste 
of  these  untimely  deaths  and  of  the  sweetness  of  all  that 
3th  silly  and  sublime  in  our  lives.  Maybe  a  Quilt  is 
1  "Aids  Quilt"  continued  on  pg  13 


A  Friend  Moves  On  -Wallace  Weeks  Dies 


The  church,  parish  hall  and  St.  Francis  garden  of 
St.  Mary's  in  Kinston  was  packed  with  people  on 
Sunday  afternoon,  October  27.  Friends,  family 
members  and  colleagues  gathered  to  honor  Wallace 
Webb  Weeks  who  died  peacefully  in  his  home  on 
Friday  October  25.  "It  was  an  incredible  witness  to  the 
affection  people  felt  for  Wallace,  to  his  life  and  to  his 
ministry,"  said  the  Rev.  Phil  Craig,  Rector  of  St. 
Mary's.  Wallace  suffered  from  cancer.  He  was  51 
years  old.         More  than  580  people,  including  both 
bishops,  Sanders  and  Daniel,  gathered  to  pay  their 
respects  during  the  memorial  service.  The  Rev.  Phil 
Craig  preached  and  the  St.  Mary's  choir  sang.  "It  was  a 
wonderful,  full  celebration  of  his  promotion  to  new 
life,"  said  Craig. 

"Wallace  was  a  significant  person  and  a  substantial 
leader.  He  will  really  be  deeply  missed,"  said  Craig. 

A  life-long  member  of  St.  Mary's,  Wallace  was 
born  and  raised  there.  He  came  up  through  the  Sunday 
School  program;  participated  in  the  youth  program;  and 


as  an  adult  moved  into  a  significant  position  of 
leadership.  On  two  occasions  he  served  on  the  vestry 
of  St.  Mary's  and  he  chaired  the  new  building  fund. 
His  ministry  extended  also  to  the  diocesan  level. 

"He  always  had  a  vision  for  the  church  that 
extended  beyond  its  own  walls,"  reflected  Craig.  "He 
was  very  supportive  of  servant  ministry  and  our  need  to 
support  the  work  of  the  diocese." 

Wallace  served  as  treasurer  of  the  diocese  until  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  also  helped  manage  and  direct 
the  funds  of  the  Episcopal  Foundation. 

Soft-spoken  and  up-beat,  Wallace  was  the  sort  of 
person  that  once  he  knew  you,  he  always  inquired  by 
name  about  family  members  and  events  in  your  life. 
He  had  a  genuine  interest  in  people  and  their  well- 
being.  "He  was  always  encouraging  the  people  he  was 
with,"  said  Craig. 

Wallace  is  survived  by  his  wife  Sarah  Mitchell 
Weeks;  his  son,  Wallace  Weeks,  Jr.  of  Felton  ,  CA  ;  his 
daughter,  Harvey  Weeks  of  Felton,  CA;  his  parents 


Haywood  and  Caroline  Weeks  of  Kinston;  and  his 
brother,  Haywood  Weeks,  Jr.  of  Beaufort,  NC. 

During  the  last  five  weeks  of  his  life,  Wallace  was 
nursed  by  his  wife  Sarah.  "Sarah  offered  herself  to 
Wallace  just  as  Wallace  offered  himself  to  the  Church,' 
said  Craig. 


Bishop's 


Letter 


My  Dear  Sisters  and  Brothers  in  Christ: 

The  Consecration  service  for  our  new  Bishop  Coadjutor  did  both 
Bishop  Daniel  and  the  people  of  East  Carolina  proud.  I  thought  it  was  an 
outstanding  celebration.  It  was  made  possible  by  literally  hundreds  of 
people  working  closely  together. 

My  deepest  thanks  go  to  Mrs.  Suzanne  Pecheles  who  was  in  charge  of 
the  committee  that  planned  the  celebration.  She  was  both  organized, 
unflappable  and  a  joy  to  work  with.  She  has  my  deepest  thanks.  Her  right 
hand  person  was  Mr.  Al  Matthews,  Vice  Chancellor  of  Student  Life  at  East 
Carolina  University,  who  served  as  a  valuable  liaison  between  ECU  and 
the  diocese.  The  Rev.  Joe  Cooper  who  has  been  in  charge  of  all  liturgical 
events  since  I  have  been  your  bishop,  did  his  usual  outstanding  job.  Our 
thanks  go  to  Janette  Fishell,  Sam  Burke,  the  outstanding  choir  of  over  one 
hundred  voices  and  the  magnificent  orchestra.  I  thank:  Jo  Parrott,  in 
charge  of  invitations;  Nancy  Broadwell,  in  charge  of  hospitality;  Patty 
Hutaff,  in  charge  of  flowers;  Annette  Bryant,  who  fashioned  the  altar 
cloth;  the  Pamlico  deanery  for  the  reception  preceding  the  Friday  night 
dinner;  the  Rev.  Stan  Easty,  Carol  Taylor  and  Alicia  Alford  for  their 
photography;  and  all  the  people  of  St.  Paul's  and  St,  Timothy's  in 
Greenville,  who  worked  so  hard  to  make  it  a  special  day. 

I  also  thank  the  people  of  East  Carolina  for  being  present  to  celebrate 
this  great  day.  I  thank  the  sixteen  bishops  who  rearranged  their  schedules 
so  that  they  could  be  with  us  and  I  am  deeply  grateful  to  the  most  Rev. 
Edmond  Browning  for  his  presence  in  our  midst. 

You  filled  my  heart  with  thanksgiving.  I  am  grateful  to  you  all. 


Faithfully, 


B.  Sidney  Sanders 

Bishop,  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 


Editor's  Note 


Blame  it  on  Fran 

While  many  people  across  eastern  North  Carolina  are  still  bemoaning  the 
devastation,  disruption  and  inconvenience  of  our  most  recent  tropical  visitor  — 
Fran,  I  am  beginning  to  enjoy  her  arrival.  Finally,  I  have  the  perfect  scapegoat.  The 
Fran  excuse  seems  to  work  for  everything  —  because  of  her  I  am  disorganized; 
behind  in  my  work;  my  yard  and  my  house  are  a  mess;  I  haven't  settled  into  a 
normal  fall  routine;  and  the  last  Cross  Current  had  a  few  mistakes.  How  is  that  for  a 
good  excuse?  (I'll  be  sorry  when  she  is  truly  gone,  then  I  will  once  again  have  to  be 
accountable.) 

In  the  meantime,  please  accept  my  apologies  on  behalf  of  Fran  and  please  note 
the  following  corrections  to  articles  in  the  October  Cross  Current. 
Correction  to  "Hurricane  Relief,  page  5 

The  lists  of  clergy  homes  that  were  damaged  by  the  storm  and  of  aid  given  to 
assist  with  repairing  storm  damage  were  inadvertently  combined.  The  Revs.  Joe 
Cooper,  George  Abele  and  Mrs.  Hannah  Wright  did  receive  damage  to  their  homes, 
however,  they  did  not  all  receive  aid. 
Correction  to  "Farmworkers  Enjoy  Festivities'",  page  7 

The  article  reported  that  "One-third  of  the  work  done  in  North  Carolina's  fields 
is  done  by  migrant  workers."  The  statement  should  be  "One-third  of  North 
Carolina's  economy  depends  on  agriculture."  In  fact,  reports  Holly  Christoffersen, 
director  of  the  Episcopal  Farmworkers  Ministry,  85%  of  all  fruits  and  vegetables 
grown  in  the  US  must  be  harvested  and/or  cultivated  by  farmworkers  (Oliveira, 
Effland,  and  Hamm  1993). 

A  New  Dimension 

Beginning  with  this  issue  of  Cross  Current,  the  paper  will  include  some  articles 
in  Spanish,  so  that  our  Hispanic  friends  and  neighbors  can  share  in  the  good  news  of 
this  diocese.  A  special  thank  you  to  Lillian  Cregar  of  St.  Christopher's  in  Havelock 
who  will  serve  as  editor  for  our  Spanish  page  or  pages.  Lillian  will  be  translating 
stories  from  English  into  Spanish.  Lillian  serves  on  the  Companion  Diocese 
Committee  and  volunteers  with  the  Episcopal  Farmworkers  Ministry  and  the 
ministry  at  Newton  Grove. 

If  you  have  a  message  or  notice,  to  communicate  in  Spanish,  please  contact 
Lillian  at  919/633-2737. 

Changing  Deadlines 

Please  note  that  there  will  NOT  be  a  December  issue  of  Cross  Current  as 
previously  planned. .  This  is  so  that  we  can  prepare  the  pre-convention  issue  in  time 
for  the  deanery  meetings  in  January. 

The  deadlines  for  the  first  half  of  1 997  are  noted  below: 


Issue 

January 

March 

April 

May 

June 


Deadline 

Dec.  9 
Feb.  12 
Mar.  19 
Apr.  16 
May  21 


Press  Date 

Jan.  4 
Mar.  2 
Apr.  5 
May  3 
June  7 
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Sharing  Stories  of  Thanks 


by  Linda  Burney 


Heavenly  Father,  source  of  all  creation,  all  love,  all  true  joy;  •»/»/«»». 


accept,  we  p rax.  these  outward  signs  of  our  profound  ^J^*^^^^^  CJj. 


and  continuing  thankfulness  for  all  of  life.  ^  ^^R^^i 

Bless  those  who  w  ill  benefil  from  these  gifts  ^  jjfS"*!^, 


through  outreach  of  the  United  Thank  Offering;  -  ■ 

an  J        eac/z  o/zw  ewr  thankful  for  all 

the  blessings  of  joy  and  challenge  that  come  our  way;  C* 
through  him  who  is  the  greatest  gift  and  blessing  of  all,  "y^^^ ^ 

Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  and  Savior.  Amen 

-The  United  Thank  Offering  Prayer  N* 


Getting  Priorities  in  Line 

The  late  summer  meeting  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
Women  (ECW)  turned  into  a  sharing  of  United  Thank 
Offering  stories.  The  guest  speaker,  Marti  Williams, 
the  United  Thank  Offering  (UTO)  Province  IV 
representative,  set  the  tone  by  sharing  a  compelling 
story  of  her  work  on  a  medical  team  in  South  America. 

One  day  after  the  clinic  where  Marti  and  her 
husband,  a  radiologist,  were  working  in  Honduras 
closed  for  the  day,  Marti  and  her  husband  were 
walking  up  the  mountain  outside  of  town,  enjoying  the 
view.  On  the  way  up  the  mountain  road,  a  truck  sped 
by  them  heading  toward  town.  Apparently  recognizing 
that  the  pedestrians  were  from  the  clinic,  the  truck 
came  to  a  sudden  stop  and  backed  up. 

There  was  a  small  child  in  the  truck  with  a  scalp 
wound.  The  father  jumped  out  and  shared  their  plight 
with  Marti  and  her  husband.  While  the  father,  Marti's 
husband,  and  the  injured  child  headed  back  to  the 
clinic  in  the  truck,  Marti  and  the  child's  mother  walked 
back  to  the  village.  As  they  walked  the  mother  began 
to  pray. 

Marti  tried  to  reassure  her  that  the  child  would  be 
okay  and  that  her  husband,  the  doctor,  would  take  care 
of  her  child.  The  mother  expressed  to  Marti  her 
appreciation,  but  told  Marti  adamantly,  "First  God, 
then  the  doctors!" 


Recognizing  the  worth  of  the  Coalition  for  Success, 
an  after-school  and  mentoring  program  for 
disadvantaged  children  in  Wilmington,  isn't  difficult. 
In  fact  the  United  Thank  Offering  was  so  impressed 
that  it  has  awarded  the  Coalition  a  $15,000  grant  to 
continue  its  good  work.  But  their  was  a  time  that  the 
Coalition  wasn't  so  sure  of  its  worth  or  of  its  funding. 
When  the  Crossroads  programs  closed  its  doors  in 
January  of  1995,  its  employees  knew  that  to  abandon 
the  children  and  families  involved  in  the  program 
would  be  devastating. 

"These  children  have  so  many  people  coming  in 
and  out  of  their  lives.  They  have  so  many  broken 
promises,  to  end  the  program  would  have  destroyed  the 
families,"  explains  Ken  Hendicks,  Director  of  the 
Coalition  for  Success. 

While  Hendricks  knew  the  impact  the  program  had 
on  these  families  he  also  had  his  own  family  —  his 
wife  and  three  children  —  to  worry  about.  "There 
were  many  days  that  I  asked  myself,  'Is  this  worth 
it?',"  relates  Hendricks. 

One  day,  a  child's  mother  knock  on  Hendrick's 
office  door  and  explained  that  Crossroads  had  done  so 
much  for  her  children;  that  she  was  unable  to  work 
because  she  cared  for  a  child  at  home;  and  that  she  had 
sold  pickles  and  popcorn,  the  only  thing  she  had  in  her 
house,  to  neighbors  to  raise  money  to  help  continue  the 
program.  When  she  presented  Hendricks  with  the 
$2. 1 1  that  she  had  raised,  he  knew  that  it  was  worth  it. 

Rather  than  shut  the  doors,  the  six  employees  of  the 
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"I  was  trying  to  help  her  and  give  her  reassurance, 
when,  in  fact,  she  gave  me  something  far  more 
important,"  said  Marti.  "She  wanted  to  be  sure  that  I 
got  my  priorities  in  line  and  that  I  understood  quite 
clearly  that  she  trusted  my  husband,  the  doctor,  but 
first  she  put  her  trust  in  God." 

Marti  urged  all  those  present  to  go  out  and  share 
with  others  their  own  stories  of  thanks.  She  recounted 
that  the  United  Thank  Offering  is  a  way  to  express 
tangible  THANKS  to  God  for  his  blessings,  UNITED 
with  other  Episcopalians,  in  OFFERING  prayers  and 
money  that  reach  out  to  our  neighbors  around  the 
world. 

The  box  by  the  sink 

As  a  personal  reflection,  I  would  like  to  share  with 
you  what  the  "little  blue  box"  meant  to  me  as  a  small 
child  growing  up  in  the  Episcopal  Church.  I  vividly 
remember  my  mother  bringing  home  this  cute  "little 
blue  box."  She  told  me  what  the  United  Thank 
Offering  was  about  and  that  I  should  put  any  loose 
change  that  I  found  in  the  box. 

The  box  usually  sat  over  the  kitchen  sink. 
Sometimes  there  was  even  a  second  one  in  her 
bedroom.  I  remember  the  twinge  of  "doing  something 
good"  when  I  would  drop  my  coins  in  the  box.  But, 
the  big  treat  was  the  Sunday  when  it  was  time  to  turn  in 

It's  Worth  It 

former  Crossroads  program  turned  to  churches  and 
businesses  in  Wilmington  to  support  the  program. 
Their  original  goal  was  to  keep  the  program  open 
through  the  end  of  the  1995  school  year,  but  so 
overwhelming  was  the  response  that  the  program  is 
now  in  its  second  year. 

"If  not  for  the  community  and  the  parents,  we 
wouldn't  have  survived,"  says  Hendricks. 

More  than  just  an  after-school  program,  the 
Coalition  for  Success,  works  with  132  children  in 
kindergarten  through  the  second  grade  from  the  Jervay 
housing  projects.  With  an  annual  budget  of  $251,000 
the  program  runs  five  days  a  week  from  2:30  to  5:15, 
offering  children  one-on-one  tutoring  with  homework, 
reading,  math,  computer  skills,  etc.  It  also  offers 
mentoring  and  incorporates  nationally  accredited 
curricula  models  such  as  B.A.B.E.S  and  Children  Are 
People.  These  curricula  help  children  learn  to  deal 
with  a  range  of  social  problems  especially  prevalent  in 
project  areas  —  drug  use,  teen  pregnancy,  abandonment, 
etc. 

What  makes  the  program  truly  unique  is  its  efforts 
to  involve  the  parents  in  the  programs.    "This  is  a 
cycle,"  explains  Hendricks.  "Most  of  the  children's 
parents  were  brought  up  in  the  projects. 

"Statistics  show  that  children  who  live  in  projects 
start  school  two  to  three  years  behind.  In  school  they 
can't  understand  the  instructions  and  they  fall  further 
behind.  The  children  eventually  get  frustrated  and 
drop-out. 
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the  boxes.  There  always  seemed  to  be  such  a  "to  do"  to 
see  whose  box  was  heaviest.  We  had  no  idea  what  we 
were  truly  doing.  All  we  knew  was  that  it  felt  good  to 
put  the  money  in  the  box  and  even  better  when  we  got 
to  help  Mom  take  it  down  to  the  altar  on  UTO  Sunday. 

Ingatherings  and  outflows 

The  UTO  story  does  not  stop  at  the  altar  when  the 
blue  boxes  are  presented  during  the  spring  and  fall 
ingatherings.  This  is  actually  just  the  beginning.  The 
gathered  money  is  pooled  with  funds  collected  from 
other  dioceses  in  the  country.  This  funds  are  then  made 
available  in  the  form  of  grants  to  worthy  applicants. 

According  to  Penny  Brinkley,  the  UTO  Chair  for 
the  Diocese,  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  has  been 
especially  blessed  with  UTO  grants  being  awarded  to 
this  diocese.  Over  the  past  four  years,  the  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina  has  received  the  following  four  grants: 
1993.  $23,000  to  San  Mateo  in  Yeatesville;  1994, 
$27,000  to  the  Onslow  Community  Ministries  in 
Jacksonville;  1995,  $14,750  to  St.  Joseph's  Breakfast 
Ministry  in  Fayetteville;  and  1996,  $15,000  to  the 
Coalition  of  Success  in  Wilmington. 

Penny  has  expressed  concern  that  only  a  few 
churches  have  responded  to  the  1996  Fall  Ingathering. 

"The  UTO  money  from  the  Fall  Ingathering  has 
been  coming  in  extremely  slowly  and  with  the 
December  1  deadline  for  grant  applications 
approaching,  I  am  beginning  to  get  a  little  worried," 
explains  Penny. 

If  your  church  has  not  yet  held  its  Ingathering  and 
you  need  additional  information  or  assistance,  please 
call  Penny  at  919/975-6482.  If  you  have  held  the 
Ingathering,  please  forward  a  check  for  the  Ingathering 
funds  to  Penny  at  1202  N.  Respess  St.,  Washington, 
NC  27889. 

For  those  ministries  wishing  to  apply  for  a  UTO 
grant,  applications  are  now  available.  For  an 
application,  contact  Jane  Wynne,  Assistant  for  Finance 
and  Administration,  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  P.O.  Box 
1336,  Kinston,  NC  28503.  The  applications  are  due 
back  to  the  diocesan  office  by  December  1 . 


"Most  of  their  parents  have  been  there  and  they 
have  a  bad  taste  about  school. 

"We  start  out  slowly,  asking  parents  to  help  with 
snacks,  then  field  trips  and  then  sitting  in  during 
reading  time.  This  helps  to  get  parents 
acclimated."Now  we  have  kids  asking  to  take  their 
work  home  so  they  can  work  on  it  with  their  parents. 

"It's  the  snow  ball  effect  —  the  parents'  self-esteem 
is  being  built  and  it's  building  a  bond  with  their 
children." 

The  Coalition  is  in  the  process  of  setting-up 
"seminars"  for  parents  to  help  them  deal  with  daily 
problems,  such  as:  balancing  a  checkbook;  purchasing 
and  preparing  nutritious  meals  on  low  incomes;  and 
discovering  inexpensive  or  free  activities  for  children. 
It  is  also  working  with  several  public  and  educational 
agencies  in  Wilmington  to  provide  programs  for 
children  while  their  parents  attend  school  in  the 
afternoons  and  evenings. 

As  for  its  success,  well,  the  children  involved  with 
the  Coalition  are  finding  a  pride  in  themselves  that  they 
never  knew.  They  are  learning  to  succeed  in  school  and 
participate  in  social  activities  with  children  from 
different  social  backgrounds.  Parents  are  proud  of  their 
children  and  are  becoming  more  active  in  their 
children's  academic  careers.  They  are  attending  PTA 
meetings,  school  functions,  and  after-school  programs. 
The  participants  are  being  given  the  opportunity  to  live 
with  dignity.  Now.  that's  success. 


The  Coalition  for  Success 


Interfaith  Refugee  ^  _  A.  c  ^   x  I 

Judith  Castranova,  Diocesan  Refugee  Coordinator  Susan  Husson,  Case  Manager  f-l 
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Congress  Strikes  Out  at  Immigrants  HfiifH 


by  Rosemary  Stark 


The  104th  congress  will  not  be  known  for  its  inactivity.  In  the  fall  of  1996,  it 
passed  two  massive  reform  bills  —  one,  the  Immigration  Bill,  and  the  second,  the 
Personality  and  Work  Opportunity  Act  of  1996  (HR  3834),  most  known  as  the 
Welfare  Reform  Bill  —  both  signed  by  the  President.  Both  strike  out  at  the  foreign 
born  population  of  the  United  States,  including  illegal  immigrants  whose  numbers 
are  unknown  and  legal  immigrants,  who  are  not  yet  citizens.  According  to  charts 
from  Senator  Lauch  Faircloth's  office,  there  are  about  41,000,000  persons  who  are 
legally  in  the  U.S.,  but  have  not  yet  become  citizens.  These  are  refugees,  asylees, 
and  immigrants.  They  have  not  broken  any  law  to  come  here,  but  waited  in  line  until 
their  turn  came. 

The  bills '  provisions 

Ninety-five  percent  of  the  persons  on  welfare  in  the  United  States  are  U.S. 
citizens.  Immigrants  comprise  only  5%  of  the  total  number  of  people  on  welfare. 
Yet,  this  5%  has  been  targeted  by  our  government  through  the  Welfare  Reform  Bill 
as  the  way  to  save  the  majority  of  money. 

Beginning  April  1,  1997,  legal  immigrants  who  are  not  U.S.  citizens  may  not 
receive  food  stamps,  regardless  of  need.  900,000  legal  immigrants  will  be  affected. 
Legal  immigrants  who  are  not  citizens  may  not  receive  Supplementary  Security 
Income  (SSI),  a  program  that  helps  the  disabled,  the  blind  and  the  elderly.  500,000 
legal  immigrants  will  be  affected. 

The  only  exceptions  are: 

1.  Refugees  for  their  first  five  years  in  the  U.S. 

2.  Veterans  (foreign  born  persons  who  have  served  in  the  U.S.  armed  forces. 

3.  Persons  who  have  worked  for  10  years  (40  qualifying  quarters  as  defined  by 
Social  Security)  and  do  not  use  any  federal  means  tested  programs  in  any  of  the 
quarters  credited  after  12/31/96. 

4.  Battered  spouses  not  living  with  the  batterer. 

States  now  have  the  option  to  bar  current  legal  residents  and  new  immigrants 
from  receiving  Medicaid,  AFDC  (welfare),  Title  XX,  and  all  entirely  state  funded 
means  tested  programs,  if  they  are  not  citizens. 

While  illegal  immigrants  have  never  had  access  to  federal  entitlements,  like  Aid 
to  Families  with  Dependent  Children  (AFDP),  food  stamps,  Medicaid  and  SSI,  the 
bill  now  bars  their  access  to  state  aid  after  October  1,  1996.  In  order,  for  state  aid  to 
be  available,  the  state  legislature  must  pass  a  special  bill  over-riding  the  federal  bill. 

New  immigrants  are  not  entitled  to  any  aid  until  they  have  been  in  the  United 
States  for  5  years,  when  they  are  eligible  to  apply  for  citizenship. 

Barriers  to  becoming  citizens 

Many  may  wonder  why  all  immigrants  don't  become  citizens.  First  of  all,  it 
costs  $95  per  person  to  apply.  That  is  $475  for  a  family  of  five  —  over  two  weeks' 
pay  for  someone  working  for  minimum  wage.  In  addition,  applicants  must  be  able 
to  speak,  read  and  write  in  English,  and  to  pass  a  test.  In  North  Carolina,  a  person 
must  travel  to  Charlotte,  a  seven  hour  drive  from  some  parts  of  the  state,  and  some 
persons  do  not  even  drive. 

Our  county  processes  about  1/2  million  applications  for  naturalization  a  year.  In 
August  1996,  an  executive  order  increased  this  to  1  million  per  year.  In  big  cities  the 
waiting  time  has  improved.  In  North  Carolina,  however,  this  is  not  the  case. 
According  to  State  Refugee  Coordinator,  Marlene  Myers,  the  pressure  on  North 
Carolina  Immigration  authorities  during  the  summer  months  was  causing  1 8-  to  24- 
month  delays. 

There  are  41  million  non-U. S.  citizens  in  the  U.S.  If  they  all  apply,  how  long  do 
you  think  it  would  take  to  process  the  applications?  Can  a  hungry  family  wait  that 
long? 


Mandatory  to  bar  access  to  programs 

The  true  horror  of  this  bill  is  that  prior  to  October  1,  it  was  illegal  to  bar 
programs  to  poor  persons  based  on  national  origin.  Now  it  is  both  LEGAL  AND 
MANDATORY. 

I  shudder  to  recollect  that  Nazi  Germany  started  its  "legal"  persecution  of  the 
Jewish  people  in  a  similar  manner.  Have  we,  as  a  nation,  found  a  convenient 
scapegoat,  as  well?  Fortunately,  there  are  some  programs  that  are  excepted  from 
these  provisions.  They  are: 

1 .  Emergency  medical  care 

2.  Schools  lunch 

3.  Child  Nutrition  programs 

4.  Immunization  programs  that  affect  the  public  health 

5.  Foster  care  and  assistance 

Responding  to  the  bill 

We,  the  people  of  God  are  called  to  include  everyone  as  a  child  of  God.  How 
shall  we  react  to  this  exclusionary  process  set  in  motion  to  strike  at  the  poor  who  are 
also  foreign  born?  Will  we  be  able  and  willing  to  help  at  the  local  level  when  people 
have  no  food  or  rent? 

I  believe  this  bill  passed  because  it  was  considered  a  politically  useful  idea  to 
find  someone  at  fault  for  our  crowded  schools,  our  crime  rates  and  our  drug 
problems.  Simple  answers,  like  this  one,  are  never  enough,  especially  when,  a 
minority  is  selected  to  shoulder  blame  for  problems  of  an  entire  society. 

I  call  on  each  of  you  to  consider  carefully  whether  we  wish  to  collect  wealth  so 
badly,  that  we  will  watch  others  starve. 

A  wise  man  once  said,  "When  one  man  is  discriminated  against,  we  are  all 
diminished."  Phone  your  senator  at  202/224-3121,  or  phone  the  president  at 
202/456-1111. 

—  Rosemary  Stark  is  the  Chair  of  the  Board  of  the  Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry 
of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina. 


Diocesan  Choir  Rehearsal 

If  you  are  thinking  about  particiapting  in  the  Diocesan  Choir 
for  the  Annual  Convention  being  held  February  6-8  in 
Wilmington,  please  mark  your  calendar  for  these  rehersal  dates. 
Saturday,  January  25,  10:30  a.m.,  St.  Paul's,  Wilmington 
Thursday,  Febuary  6,  5:00  p.m.,  St.  Paul's,  Wilmington 


In  the  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina 


/  wifl  reft>£  in  a  /ew 
months,  and  I  am 
beginning  to  feel 
anxious  about  it.  For 
almost  40  years  my 
primary  identity  has 
been  my  professional 
role.  My  life  now  is 
pressure  filled  with 
decisions  and 
deadlines,  but  I  feel  needed  and  worthwhile.  In 
retirement  I  fear  that  life  will  be  boring  and 
meaningless.  Do  you  have  any  suggestions  as  to  how 
I  (and  my  spouse)  might  successfully  make  our  life- 
changing  transition  to  retirement? 


At  East  Carolina  University,  I  sometimes  teach  a 
course  in  crisis  intervention.  One  of  the  first 
assignments  that  I  give  my  students  is  to  ask  them  to 
write  about  a  crisis  that  they  or  their  family  have 
experienced,  and  how  they  dealt  with  it. 

Several  years  ago,  one  student  wrote  an  account  of 
her  father  who  was  a  bank  executive  in  a  small  town. 
His  local  bank  merged  with  a  state-wide  organization. 
It  soon  became  apparent  that  the  student's  father,  while 
competent  and  successful  as  a  small  town  businessman, 
did  not  understand  or  fit  in  with  the  larger  organization. 
He  was  offered  an  early  retirement  package,  which 


meant  that  he  and  his  family  did  not  have  income 
worries,  but  he  was  suddenly  relieved  of  his  job  at  the 
bank. 

The  daughter  described  how  he  fell  into  a 
depressed  state  of  mind.  Without  the  father  knowing  it, 
the  family  met  with  the  minister  of  their  church  and  the 
father's  best  friend  to  search  for  ways  to  help.  Someone 
suggested  that  the  father  be  seen  at  the  local  mental 
health  clinic,  but  his  best  friend  suggested  that  they  try 
something  else  first. 

The  local  elections  were  coming  up  and  there  were 
openings  on  the  school  board.  The  best  friend  said  that 
he  would  encourage  the  father  to  run  for  the  school 
board.  After  much  prodding,  the  father  did  agree  to 
run,  with  his  best  friend  as  his  campaign  manager. 

When  the  results  were  in,  not  only  had  the  father 
won  a  seat  on  the  board,  but  he  had  received  the  most 
votes  and  was  therefore  named  Chair.  The  depression 
lifted,  and  he  regained  a  sense  of  purpose  for  his  life. 

While  most  of  us  cannot  perhaps,  run  for  elective 
office  after  retirement,  we  can  think  about  how  our 
lives  can  continue  to  be  useful  and  satisfying  beyond 
our  paid  employment  years.  Usually,  women  have  an 
easier  time  with  retirement  than  men.  Some  authorities 
believe  this  is  because  women  tend  to  have  more 
diversified  interests.  Women,  wisely,  tend  to  have  self 
images  that  span  multiple  roles  including  their 
professional  ones,  while  men  often  feel  "boxed  in"  with 
only  primary  self-identities  of  their  jobs.  We,  men,  tend 


to  identify  so  strongly  with  our  professional  roles  that 
we  may  feel  naked  and  vulnerable  without  them. 

I  would  suggest  that  you  consider  rethinking  your 
self-identity.  Consider  a  variety  of  interests  that  you 
would  really  enjoy.  For  example,  you  mentioned  that 
you  are  married.  Why  don't  you  begin  to  think  of  ways 
that  you  and  your  wife  can  enjoy  each  other's  company 
while  discovering  new  outlets  for  your  energy  and 
creative  talents.  That  could  include  recreational, 
cultural  and  theatrical  interests  as  well  as  cultivating 
special  artistic  talents  such  as  painting  and  gourmet 
cooking. 

Do  you  have  children,  grandchildren  or  great  nieces 
and  nephews?  Retirement  offers  the  chance  to  be 
supplemental  parents  for  the  children  in  your  family, 
and  such  special  nurturing  is  valuable  to  children  and  it 
offers  a  respite  for  parents  as  well. 

The  fact  that  you  have  asked  this  question  as  a 
church  member  means  that  you  are  likely  involved  in 
some  extent  in  church  and  community  activities.  Can 
you  enhance  your  involvement,  perhaps  by 
volunteering  your  special  talents  in  new  ways?  I  feel 
sure  that  the  rector  of  your  church  will  be  glad  to  assist 
you. 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  question.  I  will  be 
retiring  myself  in  a  few  years,  just  thinking  about  your 
question  has  been  helpful  to  me  as  I  think  about  life 
after  retirement. 
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St.  Anne's  Provides  After-School  Haven  for  Students 


by  Braun  Campbell 

A  parish  hall  is  many  things  to  many  people,  and  for  a 
lucky  group  of  students  the  parish  hall  at  St.  Anne's  in 
Jacksonville,  is  fun  and  learning  rolled  into  one.  Since  this 
past  February,  St.  Anne's  has  given  —  with  the  help  of  a 
diocesan  outreach  grant  and  supplies  donated  by 
parishioners —  15  school  children  afternoons  of  supervised 
play,  study  time,  and  learning  when  they  leave  their  school. 
The  children's  grade  levels  range  from  kindergarten  to  fifth 
grade,  and  all  have  one  thing  in  common:  they  need  a  place 
to  go  after  school  because  their  parents  work. 

The  program  was  born  in  response  to  the  Rt.  Rev. 
Sidney  Sanders'  call  at  the  1995  diocesan  convention  for 
churches  to  provide  havens  for  latch-key  children.  Because 
St.  Anne's  is  located  next  to  Northwoods  Elementary 
School,  the  church  seemed  to  be  in  an  ideal  situation  to 
launch  such  a  program. 

"St.  Anne's  is  located  near  some  lower-income  housing 
and  a  busy  street,"  says  Katie  Shoffner,  the  after-school 
program  director.  'There's  a  real  need  for  this  type  of 
environment  for  the  kids.  We're  fortunate  to  be  able  to 
provide  such  a  valuable  service." 

Each  family  pays  between  $5  to  $25  per  week  for  the 
program,  which  runs  from  the  time  school  dismisses  at  2:30 
p.m.  to  6  p.m.  when  the  student's  parents  pick  them  up. 
Members  of  the  after-school  staff  walk  over  to  the  school  to 
ensure  safe  passage  from  the  school  to  the  church. 

Each  week,  the  program  follows  a  theme  such  as  people, 

—  If  your  parish  has  a  triumph  to  trumpet,  please  call  the  editor. 
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food  or  places,  and  there's  a  daily  routine  that  includes  time 
to  complete  homework  and  study,  organized  free  play, 
including  puzzles,  art  and  games,  playtime  on  the 
playground  and  a  planned  group  activity. 

"The  program  is  a  real  service  to  the  kids,"  says 
Schoffner,  who  teaches  at  St.  Anne's  preschool  in  the 
morning  and  was  educated  in  early  childhood  education. 
"Many  of  these  kids  would  normally  walk  home  on  a  busy 
street  to  an  empty  home.  Here,  we  provide  study  time  and 
safe  play,"  she  says.  "We  aim  for  an  educational  focus 
within  a  relaxed  atmosphere,  and  that  can  make  all  the 
difference  in  a  child's  school  performance,  security  and 
happiness.  Equally  important  we  offer  their  parents  peace  of 
mind." 

Snacks  and  supplies  for  the  program  are  donated  by  St. 
Anne's  parishioners,  and  a  board  headed  by  Vestry  member 
Bea  Oettinger  overseas  the  project.  Oettinger,  a  kindergarten 
teacher  at  Northwoods  Elementary  has  been  a  key  factor  in 
the  success  of  the  program  according  to  Schoffner.  "Because 
she  is  so  close  to  both  the  church  and  the  school,  she  has 
been  able  to  identify  families  in  need  of  the  program," 
explains  Schoffner.  Currently,  the  program  is  looking  for 
afternoon  volunteers  to  help  with  the  snack  and  play  times  as 
well  as  to  help  tutor  children. 

"This  is  a  great  service  to  these  children  and  the 
community,"  says  Schoffner.  "We  provide  a  haven  for 
children  who  need." 


Children  enjoy  afternoons  at  St.  Anne 's. 
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Bishops'  Deanery  Days— Getting  to  Know  You 


by  Lisa  Stiles  Nance 

"Getting  to  know  all  about  you,"  could  be  the  theme 
for  the  Bishops'  Deanery  Days,  a  practice  begun  last 
spring  by  the  Diocesan  Bishop,  the  Rt.  Rev.  Sidney 
Sanders.  For  one  day  during  both  the  spring  and  the  fall, 
each  of  the  five  deaneries  sets  aside  a  time  for  the  clergy 
of  the  deanery  to  visit  with  one  of  the  bishops.  The 
bishop  travels  to  the  deanery  to  learn  more  about  each 
deanery  and  to  hear  from  the  clergy.  The  days  are  as 
unique  as  the  deaneries  themselves.  Some  deaneries 
make  use  of  the  full  day  with  tours  to  outreach  ministries, 
private  conferences,  dinners,  and  worship  services  others 
have  informal  gatherings  and  discussions.  In  September 
and  October  when  Bishop  Daniel  took  his  turn  as  guest  of 
honor  at  each  deanery  gathering,  "Getting  to  know  you" 
was  certainly  the  theme.  Not  only  did  he  get  to  know  all 
about  the  diverse  personalities  of  each  deanery,  each 
deanery  had  the  opportunity  to  get  to  know  all  about  him. 
Bishop  Daniel  began  his  deanery  travels  on  September 
12th  with  a  visit  to  the  Trinity  Deanery.  The  meeting  was 
held  at  St.  Mary's  in  Kinston.  According  to  its  Dean,  the 
Rev.  William  Brettman,  the  meeting  was  planned  as  an 
informal,  opened-ended  conversation  with  the  soon  to  be 
consecrated  bishop  coadjutor.  For  two  hours  the 
members  of  the  deanery  got  the  chance  to  ask  questions 
and  voice  their  opinions  on  the  state  of  their  parishes. 
They  spoke  of  the  upcoming  consecration  as  well. 
According  to  Daniel,  he  saw  the  consecration  as.  "...a  day 
when  the  diocese  of  East  Carolina  will  celebrate  its 
history  and  life  together."  In  addition,  he  spoke  of  his  role 
in  the  diocese  as  a  help  to  Bishop  Sanders  on  the 


commission  of  ministry,  with  congregational 
development,  Christian  formation  such  as  visitations  and 
confirmations,  and  participation  in  the  Deaneries.  He 
also  offered  his  help  to  each  parish. 
The  next  stop  on  the  deanery  tour  came  on  September  24, 
when  the  newly  consecrated  Bishop  spent  the  day  in 
Fayetteville  with  the  Upper  Cape  Fear  Deanery.  It  was  a 
whirlwind  day  as  Bishop  Daniel  spent  the  morning  with 
the  Episcopal  Church  Women  at  St.  Joseph's,  lunched 
with  the  clergy  of  the  deanery,  toured  the  deanery  in  the 
afternoon,  and  attended  a  reception,  dinner,  and  service  at 
St.  John's  that  evening. 

During  the  dinner,  guests  got  to  ask  questions.  The  new 
Bishop  was  asked  about  his  memories  of  the 
consecration.  He  replied  there  were  three  memorable 
moments:  the  first  with  the  clergy  in  the  vesting  room 
prior  to  the  consecration;  the  second  as  he  walked  into  the 
coliseum  and  was  "struck  dumb  and  overwhelmed  in  the 
moment"  at  the  sight  of  all  the  people  singing  and 
waving;  and  the  third  the  laying  on  of  hands  when 
"something  happened  at  that  moment  for  me,  when  the 
world  changed  for  me." 

The  Bishop  was  also  asked  about  his  plans  to  help  the 
smaller  churches  of  the  diocese.  In  answer  he  replied,  "I 
have  great  respect  for  little  churches.  I  grew  up  in  a  small 
church  and  spent  a  large  amount  of  my  training  in  small 
parishes.  Small  parishes  are  nurturing  and  vital  places." 
On  October  1,  the  Pamlico  Deanery  had  the  pleasure  of 
visiting  with  the  Bishop  Coadjutor  during  a  cookout  at  St. 
Paul's  in  Greenville.  Bishop  Daniel  spent  the  day  touring 


the  deanery,  meeting  with  its  different  parishes.  Once 
again  everyone  got  a  chance  to  chat  with  and  get  to  know 
Bishop  Daniel.  According  to  the  Dean,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
JoAnn  Bell,  "People  really  enjoyed  having  a  chance  to 
ask  questions.  I  think  we've  been  successful  in  finding 
someone  who  can  relate  to  eastern  North  Carolina." 
The  next  deanery  stop  was  on  October  12  and  found 
Bishop  Daniel  meeting  with  members  of  the  Lower  Cape 
Fear  Deanery  at  Church  of  the  Servant  in  Wilmington. 
After  spending  an  hour  with  the  deanery  council,  the 
Bishop  got  to  visit  with  members  of  the  Deanery. 
According  to  the  Rev.  Joseph  Cooper.  "It  was  a  warm 
and  get-to-know-you  time.  He  shared  his  visions,  spoke 
of  the  hurricane  relief,  and  ideas  about  the  Diocese. 
There  was  a  real  sense  of  give  and  take.  When  asked 
what  his  views  were  about  the  direction  he  would  be 
taking  with  the  diocese,  he  replied  that  he  was  still  in 
formation  on  that.  It  was  a  wonderful  openness  and 
wonderful  knowing  his  views  for  our  diocese  are  led  by 
the  Spirit." 

After  these  visits.  Bishop  Daniel  concludes,  "I  am  very 
impressed  with  the  diversity  that  exists  in  the  deaneries. 
All  are  very  different  and  take  different  shapes,  different 
forms,  and  different  directions.  The  one  constant  is  the 
remarkable  vitality  and  excitement  of  each  one.  I  look 
forward  to  working  with  them." 
The  last  stop  on  the  deanery  tour  will  be  the  Albemarle 
deanery.  Bishop  Daniel  will  visit  with  the  clergy  of  that 
area  on  November  17. 
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Youth  Gather  for  Happening  #28 


by  Cookie  Cantweli 

The  past  few  months  have  not  been  "normal"  for 
those  of  us  who  live  on  the  coast  of  North  Carolina. 
Hurricane  Bertha  and  Hurricane  Fran  have  changed  our 
lives  in  many  ways  and  all  of  us  have  had  to  take  some 
time  to  reflect  upon  these  changes.  During  those  weeks 
when  we  were  dealing  with  hurricane  clean-up  and 
when  we  were  carefully  watching  the  flood  waters  rise, 
many  young  people  and  adults  who  work  with  youth 
were  busily  preparing  for  Happening  #28  in  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina.  Many  plans  were  being 
made  and  many  people  were  praying  for  this  special 
youth  retreat  which  was  held  at  Trinity  Center,  Salter 
Path,  on  October  1 1  -  13,  1996. 

I  have  been  involved  with  the  Happening  program 
within  this  diocese  since  Happening  95  and  during 
these  twelve  years  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  working 
with  many  truly  outstanding  young  people.  However,  I 
will  have  to  admit  that  this  Happening  offered  a  new 
and  wonderful  dimension  to  my  job  as  Coordinator. 

Courtney  Cantweli,  Richard's  and  my  daughter, 
was  serving  as  the  "Rector"  of  this  Happening 
experience.  What  a  joy  and  blessing  it  was  to  watch 
her  lead  this  staff  with  love  and  care  and  to  encourage 
the  participants  with  enthusiasm  and  joy!  Courtney  did 
a  magnificent  job  guiding  this  group  through  the 
weekend  with  warmth,  sincerity,  and  happiness.  As  her 
parents,  Richard  and  I  were  privileged  to  watch  "our 
little  girl"  serving  God  and  sharing  her  spiritual  journey 


with  so  many  special  people! 

Serving  as  the  "Head  Gopher"  was  another  gifted  and 
loving  young  person.  Holt  Ellis  of  St.  Paul's,  Edenton. 
Holt's  artistic  ability  was  evident  in  all  that  she  did  and 
her  gentleness  and  willingness  to  serve  others  were 
characteristics  that  continued  to  surface  throughout  the 
weekend.  Holt's  preparation  and  her  attention  to  detail 
made  the  weekend  run  smoothly  and  efficiently.  It  was  an 
honor  and  a  joy  to  share  this  weekend  with  her  and  to 
watch  her  so  capably  organize  and  operate  her  "Gopher 
Hole." 

Now,  Happening  #28  is  history  but  the  memories,  the 
learning,  the  love  and  the  experience  will  be  a  part  of  our 
lives  forever!  Just  like  with  the  hurricanes,  it  will  take 
many  of  us  time  to  reflect  of  the  many  things  that 
happened  during  that  very  special  weekend.  God  blessed 
us  richly  at  this  conference  and  His  grace  abounded.  As  I 
sit  and  think  about  the  whole  experience,  I  am  awed  by 
the  privilege  of  serving  God  with  this  wonderful 
Happening  movement  and  I  am  awed  by  the  vastness  of 
God's  love. 

Happening  is  a  weekend  retreat  run  by  high  school 
students  within  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  with  adult 
support.  Happening  is  designed  to  challenge  youth  to 
look  at  spiritual  reality  based  on  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Happening's  purpose  is  not  to  only  have  a  wonderful 
weekend,  but  to  build  the  foundation  for  a  life  long 
commitment  to  living  a  life  based  on  Christian  values  and 


Holt  Ellis,  Head  Gopher,  Courtney  Cantweli,  Rector, 
and  Bishop  Sanders  at  Happenings  #28. 

beliefs.  It  is  a  weekend  full  of  fellowship  and  fun;  but  it 
is  also  a  weekend  of  learning,  sharing,  growing,  loving 
and  experiencing. 

Happening  weekends  are  held  twice  each  year  — 
one  weekend  in  the  fall  and  the  other  in  the  spring. 
(Happening  #29  on  March  14  -  16,  1997  is  the  next  one.) 

Happening  is  open  to  any  second  semester  ninth 
through  twelfth  grader.  Each  participant  must  have  their 
parent's  permission  and  their  dergyperson's  signature. 
Also,  adults  who  work  with  youth  within  our  diocese 
may  apply  as  an  adult  participant  known  as  a  "geritol." 

The  cost  of  a  Happening  weekend  is  $70.00. 
Registration  forms  are  in  the  Diocesan  Youth  Packet  or 
you  may  obtain  a  registration  form  by  contacting  Cookie 
Cantweli,  2216  Waverly  Drive,  Wilmington,  NC  28403. 
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Here  I  am,  Send  Me 


Sermon  preached  by  the  Very  Rev.  Martha  J.  Horne  at  the  consecration  of  the  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd 
Text:  Isaiah  6:  1-8 


"Then  I  heard  the  voice  of  the  Lord  saying,  'whom 
shall  I  send,  and  who  will  go  for  us?'  And  I  said  ,  'Here 
am  I.  Send  me.'  The  words  of  an  ancient  prophet, 
spoken  to  his  people  Israel,  "Here  am  I.  Send  me." 
Words  of  a  willing  preacher,  sent  to  serve  his  people. 

This  morning  we  gather  here  in  Greenville  because 
another  willing  preacher  has  been  sent  to  serve  his 
people.  "Here  am  I;  send  me,"  said  Clifton  Daniel  to 
God.  And  send  him,  God  did  —  not  to  unknown, 
exotic,  far-off  lands  did  God  send  Dan  —  but  back 
home  God  sent  him  —  back  home  to  East  Carolina. 
Like  the  prophet  Isaiah,  Dan  has  been  called  to  serve 
the  very  people  who  raised  him  up. 

Today  we  celebrate  not  only  the  ordination  and 
consecration  of  a  new  bishop,  but  also  his  homecoming 
—  his  return  to  the  communities  and  congregations  of 
East  Carolina  where  he  was  born  and  raised  —  to  the 
diocese  where  he  was  baptized,  confirmed,  ordained 
deacon  and  priest  —  and  where  he  and  his  wife  Anne 
were  married. 

Thomas  Wolfe,  another  famous  North  Carolinian, 
said  "you  can't  go  home  again,"  and  we  know  what  he 
meant,  don't  we?  Time  passes  and  things  change  and 
the  home  we  go  back  to  is  never  the  one  we  left. 

Centuries  ago,  after  their  time  of  Exile  in  Babylon, 
the  people  of  Israel  returned  to  their  homes.  Sprung 
from  their  bondage  in  a  heathen  land,  they  streamed 
back  into  their  homeland,  grateful  for  familiar  sights 
and  sounds,  glad  to  be  back  in  their  own  country.  But 
their  joy  was  short  lived.  Things  at  home  were  not  as 
they  seemed.  The  people  soon  felt  awkward  —  almost 
alien  —  they  were  dislocated,  anxious,  unsure  of  how 
to  live  in  this  "new"  land  which  was  their  ancient 
homeland.  They  were  at  home  and  yet  not  at  home. 
Before  they  could  truly  be  "at  home"  in  their  homeland, 
they  learned  they  would  have  to  build  a  new 
community  there. 

Now  Dan  has  not  exactly  been  in  exile:  Rhode 
Island  is  no  Babylon  —  but  he's  been  gone  for  a  long 
time,  and  some  things  have  changed  around  here,  I 
venture  to  say.  This  is  a  happy  time;  I  see  and  hear 
your  joy  on  this  great  occasion  as  you  welcome  home 
your  former  neighbor  now  to  be  your  bishop.  But  I 
would  suspect  that  a  time  will  come  when  things  may 
feel  awkward,  uneasy.  "You've  changed,"  you  may  say 
of  Dan,  or  he  may  say  of  you,  "  I  thought  I  knew  you, 
but  now  I'm  not  quite  sure."  The  time  may  come  when 
Dan  will  feel,  to  himself  or  to  you,  like  a  stranger  in  his 
own  homeland.  But  if  that  happens  it  will  be  all  right, 
because  the  community  you  will  build  together  will 
sustain  you  through  those  times. 

Like  the  ancient  Israelites,  you  and  Dan  will  need 
to  create  a  new  community.  You  already  have  a 
community,  of  course  —  this  strong  and  vibrant 
community  of  faith  that  has  long  been  a  powerful 
witness  in  this  part  of  North  Carolina.  With  Bishop 
Sanders  (and  with  Bishops  Wright  and  Elebash  before 
him)  you  have  created  a  partnership  and  worked, 
shoulder  to  shoulder,  to  carry  out  God's  work  in  this 
particular  corner  of  the  world.  The  fact  that  you  are  a 
community  is  obvious  in  so  many  ways,  especially  in 
the  care  you  have  for  one  another.  Bertha  and  Fran 
spent  their  wrath  here,  truly,  but  when  the  waters 
subsided  and  the  winds  abated,  your  community 
remained  intact.  Dan  has  come  home  to  a  strong 
community  but  his  presence  among  you  will  change 
your  community  in  ways  neither  you  nor  he  can 
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imagine  just  now. 

The  yearning  for  community  is  one  that  runs  deep 
in  our  society  .  Last  summer  the  Washington  Post 
Sunday  morning  magazine  ran  a  cover  story  about  the 
search  for  community  in  our  nation.  "Many 
Americans  are  worn  out  from  working  and  commuting 
and  child  rearing,"  wrote  the  reporter,  "overscheduled 
yet  isolated,  no  longer  feeling  part  of  a  larger  whole. 
We've  even  got  a  name  for  what  we  lack.  But  does 
anyone  really  know  what  'community'  means?" 

For  more  than  ten  years  now,  it  has  been  my 
privilege  to  live  and  work  at  Virginia  Seminary,  Dan's 
alma  mater.  (Dan  was  a  student  there  when  Sid 
Sanders  was  Chaplain,  so  if  you  should  have  any 
questions  about  his  formation. ...well,  you  know  who  to 
call!)  For  several  years  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
interviewing  prospective  students.  (Several  of  those 
"prospective  students"  who  enrolled  and  graduated  are 
now  ordained  and  serving  in  this  diocese  —  it's 
wonderful  to  see  so  many  of  you  here  today!).  When  I 
asked  them  what  they  hoped  to  find  in  Seminary,  the 
answer  was  usually  quick,  decisive,  and  unequivocal: 
community  was  what  they  hoped  to  find  —  a 
community  of  prayer,  of  study,  and  of  fellowship. 

Just  what  is  this  sense  of  community  we  seek  so 
eagerly,  but  often  find  to  be  so  elusive?  For  some  — 
perhaps  for  most,  it  is  a  place  to  belong  —  a  place 
where  we  can  be  known  and  feel  cared  for  in  a  world 
grown  increasingly  impersonal.  For  others,  it's  a  sense 
of  shared  identity  and  heritage,  a  group  of  people 
drawn  together  around  those  things  which  they  hold  in 
common.  Still  others  hope  to  find  in  community  a 
refuge  —  a  shelter  from  a  violent  and  dangerous 
world. 

Sometimes  it's  easier  to  define  community  by  what 
it's  not:  a  community,  or  at  least  a  Church  community, 
is  not  just  a  place  where  members  come  together  to 
relax  and  feel  good  about  themselves  —  not  just  a 
place  "where  everybody  knows  your  name,  and  they're 
always  glad  you  came;"  as  inviting  and  entertaining  as 
that  place  was,  Cheers  was  a  neighborhood  bar,  not  a 
Church. 

Back  in  the  50's,  one  of  the  great  preachers  of  our 
Church  named  Ted  Wedel  wrote  a  parable  —  it's  since 
been  paraphrased  by  another  priest  named  Dick 
Wheatcroft: 

On  a  dangerous  seacoast  where  shipwrecks 
often  occur  there  was  once  a  crude  little  lifesaving 
station.  The  building  was  just  a  hut,  and  there  was 
only  one  boat,  but  the  few  devoted  members  kept  a 
constant  watch  over  the  sea,  and  with  no  thought 
of  themselves  went  out  day  and  night  tirelessly 
searching  for  the  lost.  Many  lives  were  saved  by 
this  wonderful  little  station,  so  that  it  became 
famous.  Some  of  those  who  were  saved,  and 
various  others  in  the  surrounding  area,  wanted  to 
become  associated  with  the  station,  and  give  of 
their  time  and  money  and  effort  for  the  support  of 
its  work.  New  boats  were  bought  and  new  crews 
trained.  The  little  lifesaving  station  grow. 

Some  of  the  members  of  the  lifesaving  station 
were  unhappy  that  the  building  was  so  crude  and 
poorly  equipped.  They  felt  that  a  more 
comfortable  place  should  be  provided  as  the 
first  refuge  of  those  saved  from  the  sea.  So  they 
replaced  the  emergency  cots  with  beds  and  put 
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The  Very  Rev.  Martha  Horne  preaching  at  the  consecration. 

better  furniture  in  the  enlarged  building.  The 
lifesaving  station  became  a  popular  gathering 
place  for  its  members,  and  they  decorated  it 
beautifully  and  furnished  it  exquisitely,  because 
they  used  it  as  a  sort  of  club. 

Fewer  members  were  now  interested  in  going  to 
sea  on  lifesaving  missions,  so  they  hired  lifeboat 
crews  to  do  this  work.  The  lifesaving  motif  still 
prevailed  in  the  club's  decorations,  and  there  was  a 
liturgical  lifeboat  in  the  room  where  the  club 
initiations  were  held. 

About  this  time  a  large  ship  was  wrecked  of  the 
coast,  and  the  hired  crews  brought  in  boatloads  of 
cold,  wet,  half-drowned  people.  They  were  dirty 
and  sick,  and  some  of  them  had  black  skin  and 
some  yellow  skin.  The  beautiful  club  was  in  chaos. 
So  the  property  committee  immediately  had  a 
shower  house  built  outside  the  club  where  victims 
of  shipwreck  could  be  cleaned  up  before  coming 
inside. 

At  the  next  meeting,  there  was  a  split  in  the  club 
membership.  Most  of  the  members  wanted  to 
stop  the  club's  lifesaving  mission  as  being 
unpleasant  and  a  hindrance  to  the  normal  social  life 
of  the  club.  Some  members  insisted  upon 
lifesaving  as  their  primary  purpose  and  pointed  out 
that  they  were  still  called  a  lifesaving  station.  But 
they  were  finally  voted  down  and  told  that  if  they 
wanted  to  save  lives  of  all  the  various  shipwrecked 
people  in  those  waters  they  could  begin  their  own 
lifesaving  station  down  the  coast.  They  did. 

As  the  years  went  by,  the  new  station 
experienced  the  same  changes  that  had  occurred  in 
the  old.  It  evolved  into  a  club,  and  yet  another 
lifesaving  station  was  founded.  History  continued 
to  repeat  itself  and  if  you  visit  the  seacoast  today, 
you  will  find  a  number  of  exclusive  clubs  along 
that  shore.  Shipwrecks  are  frequent  in  those 
waters,  but  most  of  the  people  drown. 

The  parable  is  a  reminder  of  what  can  happen 
when  a  church  loses  its  sense  of  mission.  Without  a 
clear  sense  of  mission,  a  church  too  quickly  can 
become  just  a  club.  A  story  is  told  about  the  time  when 
Terry  Fullam  was  interviewed  as  a  candidate  for  the  job 
of  rector  at  St.  Paul's  Church  in  Darien,  Connecticut. 
During  the  interview,  when  it  was  time  for  him  to  ask 
questions,  he  asked,  "If  this  Church  were  to  disappear 
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The  clergy  of  the  diocese  at  the  Diocesan  Convention,  Wilmington.  February  1996. 


A  Roast  for  Bishop  Sanders  (Sid)  by  B\ 


Delegates  vote  at  the  special  convention  for  the  election  of  a  bishop  coadjutor.  Christ  Church,  New  Bern.  April  1996. 


Covenant  with  the  Future,  Rally 
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4  landers  (Bill).  Diocesan  Convention.  February  1996. 


Trinity  Center's  10th  Anniversary.  March  1996. 
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Two-Day  Religious  Arts  Festival 
Planned  at  ECU 


Some  Things 
To  Forget — 


Hurricanes  Bertha  and  Fran, 
July  and  September  1996. 
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tomorrow,  would  anyone  miss  it?"  After  a  period  of 
embarrassed  silence,  someone  responded,  "Probably 
not  much,  really."  Fullam  then  asked  ,  "Do  you  really 
want  to  be  a  Church,  or  are  you  actually  looking  for  a 
chaplain  for  your  club?" 

This  morning  we  are  here  to  ordain  a  new  bishop, 
not  a  chaplain  for  a  club.  The  community  that  you  and 
he  build  together  will  be  a  community  defined  by  its 
mission.  Sure,  It's  terrific  —  and  really  commendable 
—  if,  like  Cheers,  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  can  be 
a  place  where  everybody  knows  your  name,  and 
they're  always  glad  you  came.  But  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina  has  a  greater  mission  than  that:  a  mission  to 
proclaim  the  Gospel,  to  bring  hope  to  those  in  despair, 
to  speak  a  word  of  life  in  the  midst  of  destruction  and 
death. 

The  general  shape  of  your  mission  is  outlined  in 
the  baptismal  covenant  —  a  pledge  we  renew  each 
time  a  new  member  is  baptized.  It  is  to  continue  in  the 
apostles'  teaching  and  fellowship,  in  the  breaking  of 
bread,  and  in  the  prayers,  to  seek  and  serve  Christ  in  all 
persons,  to  strive  for  justice  and  peace  among  all 
people,  to  respect  the  dignity  of  every  human  being. 

The  specific  shape  of  your  mission  will  be 
hammered  out  over  time  between  you  and  your 
bishops.  You  know,  far  better  than  I,  the  special  shapes 
and  contours  your  mission  will  need  to  be  effective  in 
your  diocese.  It  may  be  to  reach  out  to  migrant 
workers,  or  to  strengthen  support  for  small  churches. 
That  sense  of  mission  will  evolve  as  you  and  your 
bishops  live  and  work  together  in  the  community  you 
create,  as  you  build  on  the  foundation  that  has  already 


Internationally  recognized  leaders  in  the  field  of 
church  music  will  be  featured  at  East  Carolina 
University's  two-day  Religious  Arts  Festival,  set  for 
Jan.  31  -  Feb.  1,  1997. 

The  conference  is  "committed  to  the  celebration 
and  sustenance  of  excellence  and  creativity  in  religious 
arts,"  according  to  Janette  Fishell  of  the  ECU  School 
of  Music,  festival  coordinator. 

Primary  clinicians  are  David  Hurd,  organist- 
composer,  and  John  Yarrington,  choral  conductor  and 
composer. 
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been  laid  here. 

Back  in  the  seventies  there  was  a  popular 
television  program  called  Mission  Impossible.  Each 
episode  began  with  an  agent  listening  to  a  tape 
recorded  message  of  the  assignment  he  was  asked  to 
consider —  a  message  delivered  by  a  mysterious  Mr. 
Phelps,  which  always  began  with  these  words:  "your 
mission,  should  you  choose  to  accept  it,"  followed  by  a 
description  of  some  very  dangerous,  seemingly 
impossible,  often  life-threatening  task.  The  ending  was 
always  the  same:  "if,  for  any  reason,  you  should  not  be 
successful,  we  will  disavow  all  knowledge  of  your 
existence." 

I  didn't  see  this  summer's  movie  remake  of 
Mission  Impossible.  My  son  tells  me  that  the  message 
was  still  the  same.  (And,  in  the  movie,  I'm  told,  it 
quickly  became  clear  that  Tom  Cruise's  existence 
would,  indeed,  be  disavowed  by  the  one  who  had 
given  him  his  charge.) 

Dan,  today  you  are  asked  to  accept  a  mission  that 
would  be  impossible  were  it  not  for  two  important 
factors.  The  first  is  that  it  is  not  just  your  mission  —  it 
is  God's  mission.  What  you  do  here  in  East  Carolina 
is  not  just  your  own  work  —  not  your  pet  projects  or 
special  interests,  but  the  work  of  God  and  the  people  of 
God  in  this  corner  of  the  world  where  you  have  been 
called  to  be  bishop. 

The  second  factor  is  that,  unlike  Tom  Cruise  in 
Mission  Impossible,  when  you  fail  (and  the  correct 
phrase  is  "when  you  fail  not  if  you  fail")  knowledge 
of  your  existence  will  not  be  disavowed  —  not  by 
God,  and  not  by  the  people  of  this  diocese.  You 


In  addition  to  conducting  daily  master  classes  on 
hymn  writing,  composition,  arranging  and  choral 
conducting,  both  clinicians  will  collaborate  in  the 
conference's  concluding  event,  a  hymn  festival. 

Dr.  Fishell,  associate  professor  of  organ  and  church 
music  at  ECU,  will  perform  the 
opening  festival  recital. 

Further  information  and  registration  applications 
are  available  from  Dr.  Fishell  at  the  School  of  Music, 
East  Carolina  University,  Greenville,  NC  27858-4353. 
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belong  to  God  first,  but  you  also  belong  to  the  people 
of  this  diocese.  You  are  bound  together,  one  to  another, 
in  the  body  of  Christ.  You  have  a  name,  given  to  you 
in  baptism.  (Clifton,  Danny,  Dan.  God  knows  all  your 
names.)  You  have  a  name,  engraved,  as  the  prophet 
Isaiah  said,  on  the  palm  of  God's  hand.  You  have  a 
home,  a  place  here  in  this  diocese. 

So  Dan,  our  colleague  and  friend,  our  neighbor  and 
brother,  soon  to  be  bishop  in  the  church  of  God,  the 
spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  you  this  day  —  upon  you 
and  upon  these  people  who  raised  you  up  —  literally 
—  and  now  have  called  you  to  be  their  bishop.  May 
God  richly  bless  this  community  and  prosper  your 
ministry  together.  Amen. 


IT      ZIKESI  WHAT  A  YEAR.  JOSEPH  FORGOT  TO  MAKE 
fet  4  RESERVATIONS  AT  THE  BETHLEHEM  INN  (HIS 
CARPENTRY  PRODUCTS  AREN'T  THE  ONLY 
OBJECTS  MADE  OUT  OF  WOOD).  SO  THEY 
STICK  US  IN  THIS  STABLE  FULL  OF 
STALE  HAY  AND  STINKING  ANIMALS 
AND  GUESS  WHAT?  I  GO  RIGHT 
INTO  LABOR.  "NO  PROBLEM,"  MY 
OBSTETRICIAN  SAID,  "MAKE  THE 
TRIP."  ANYWAY,  WE  HAVE  A  NEW 
BABY  BOY  THAT  WE  THINK  IS  TRULY 
SPECIAL,  BUT  IT'S  BEEN  A  MADHOUSE 
EVER  SINCE.  FIRST,  WE  CAN'T 
AGREE  ON  A  NAME.  JOSEPH 
LIKES  IMMANUEL;  I'M 
HOLDING  OUT  FOR  JESUS! 


NEXT,  ALL  THESE  SHEPHERDS  STOP  BY  TO  GAWK 
(AS  IF  THE  SMELL  WASN'T  BAD  ENOUGH).  AT  LEAST 
THOSE  THREE  CAMEL  JOCKEYS  BROUGHT  GIFTS  (EVER 
TRY  TO  EXCHANGE  MYRRH  WITHOUT  A  RECEIPT?).  WE 
CAN'T  GET  A  GOOD  NIGHT'S  SLEEP  WITH 
THAT  STUPID  STAR  SHINING  THROUGH 
THE  CRACKS  IN  THE  CEILING,  AND 
EVERY  STORE  IN  TOWN  IS  SOLD 
OUT  OF  SWADDLING.  WELL, 
GOT  TO  GO.  JOSEPH  HAD  ANOTHER 
ONE  OF  HIS  GOOFY  VISION,  SO  I  GUESS 
WE'RE  OFF  TO  EGYPT.  THIS  TIME,  I 
MAKE  THE  RESERVATIONS. 
ALL  MY  LOVE, 


Give  the 


of  Silence 


For  a  personalized  gift  certificate  for  an  upcoming  quiet  day  complete  the  form 
below  and  return  it  to  Flora  Shedd,  P.O.  Drawer  380,  Salter  Path,  NC  28575 
with  a  check  for  the  appropriate  amount. 


1997  Quiet  Days 

February  19:  Lent 
May  8:  Ascension  Day, 
World  Day  of  Prayer 
July  24:  Summer 
October  15:  Fall 

1997  Retreat 

March  7-9:  Lenten  Retreat 
February  23-25:  Lenten  Clergy  Retreat 


Recipient  of  certificate: 

A  Gift  From:  

Please  Mail  to:  


Phone  number  of  giver:  

Gift  Selected:   Quiet  Day  ($10.00)   Overnight  &  Quiet  Day  ($5 1 .00) 


Earth's  crammed  with  heaven 
And  every  common  bush 
Ablaze  with  God 
But  only  he  who  sees 

takes  off  his  shoes 
The  rest  sit  round  and 
pick  blackberries. 

Elizabeth  Barrett  Browning 

Tis  the  season  —  it's  that  time  of  year  when  the  hustle  and  bustle  begins;  finding  the  perfect  gift  becomes  a  quest 
or  perhaps  even  a  chore;  and  we  certainly  don't  find  time  to  take  off  our  shoes. 

Listen  to  the  words  of  The  Rev.  Michael  Curry,  leader  of  the  ALL  SAINTS  QUIET  DAY 
at  Trinity  Center,  who  used  the  above  poem 
during  the  retreat  — 

Withdrawal  is  necessary  in  order  to  have  Revelation,  in  order  to  make  Revolution. 

Contemplation  cannot  bring  Transformation  without  Adoration. 

To  see  God's  Glory  is  to  see  His  Goodness 

Silence  and  solitude  —  a  time  for  contemplation  —  what  a  delight  in  our  hectic  world. 

Why  not  give  someone  you  love 
a  gift  of  QUIET? 

Consider  a  gift  that  says  "thank  you",  "I  love  you"  and  "God's  peace  be  with  you"  — 

a  QUIET  DAY. 

What  a  wonderful  gift  for  your  priest,  a  spouse,  friend  or  even  yourself.  The  day  would  make  a  lovely  gift  for 
Christmas,  Birthdays,  a  simple  thank  you,  or  the  anniversary  of  a  baptism  or  confirmation. 

The  possibilities  are  endless. 


COME 


Come! 

It's  a  simple  word 
Like  one  soft  tone 
Struck  from  a  silent  bell. 
Come! 

Filled  with  a  mystery 
Half  heard. 

We  wait  for  time  to  tell 
Who  comes? 
What  comes? 
And  what's  the  meaning  of 
The  coming?  We  wait, 
And  as  we  wait 
We  feel  our  hearts' 
Excitement  drumming. 
Christ  comes! 
God  comes! 

And  in  the  sightless  night, 
We  listen  for  that  bell  tone: 
Strain  dim  sight. 
Come!  Come!  Oh  come! 
Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
And  be  earth's  light.        'I N 


—  Katherine  L.  Whalex 
copyright  Oct.  1996 
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A  Friend  to  the  Farmworkers 


bv  Lisa  Stiles  Nance 


Father  Tony  Rojas  gets  out  of  his  car  at  a  migrant 
farmworkers  camp  outside  of  Clinton,  North  Carolina. 
Around  his  neck  is  a  whistle.  A  woman  looks  up  from 
her  sweeping  to  give  him  a  skeptical  look.  A  group  of 
men  walking  by  glance  his  way  with  unfriendly  faces. 

"Who  is  this  man?"  their  looks  seem  to  say. 
Another  minister  from  a  nearby  town  bringing  clothes 
for  them?  Another  well-meaning  minister  who  doesn't 
understand  their  language  or  their  culture.  The 
workers  have  seen  many  ministers  come  and  go.  But 
what  is  this  priest  doing? 

He  takes  from  the  trunk  of  his  car  two  soccer  balls. 
He  walks  to  the  middle  of  the  camp  and  loudly  blows 
his  whistle.  He  tosses  the  balls  on  the  ground  and 
begins  kicking  them  around.  Speaking  Spanish,  he 
invites  them  to  play.  Slowly  a  teenage  boy  comes  and 
joins  him.  Soon  they  have  two  teams  and  an  exciting 
game  going.  After  the  game,  the  priest  tells  them  about 
himself  and  his  church.  He  invites  them  to  Sunday 
services. 

It  was  just  five  months  ago  that  the  Rev.  Anthony 
Rojas,  affectionately  known  as  Father  Tony,  came  to 
Newton  Grove  and  the  Episcopal  Farmworkers 
Ministry.  He  is  an  Episcopal  priest  from  Puerto  Rico 
who  had  been  ministering  in  Miami  for  the  past  two 
and  half  years.  When  Father  Nicholas  Ibarra,  vicar  of 
San  Mateo  in  Yeatesville,  told  him  about  the  Dioceses 
of  East  and  North  Carolina's  plans  for  forming  a 
Spanish-speaking  ministry  he  expressed  a  desire  to  be  a 
part  of  it.  A  few  months  later  he  was  interviewed  and 
hired. 

Father  Tony  began  his  ministry  by  visiting  the 
camps.  He  introduced  himself  as.  "...a  priest,  as  a 
friend,  and  as  a  brother."  For  many  it  was  the  first 
opportunity  they'd  had  since  leaving  their  country  to 


speak  to  a  priest  or  read  from  a  Bible  in  their  own 
language.  He  handed  out  flyers  that  explained  what  the 
Episcopal  Church  is  all  about  and  extended  an 
invitation  to  come  worship. 

That  first  Sunday,  Father  Tony  patiently  waited  for 
his  new  parishioners.  Only  18  came.  But  the  next 
Sunday  27  came,  and  the  next  35.  By  October  13,  over 
200  farmworkers  gathered  together  at  the  Farmworkers 
Ministry  for  the  Holy  Eucharist. 

As  the  services  have  grown,  so  has  the  need  to 
study  the  Bible.  "They  prefer  to  read  the  Bible  to  other 
things,  like  see  a  movie  or  read  another  book,"  explains 
Father  Tony.  "This  has  been  a  bad  year  with  two 
hurricanes,  so  they  have  more  free  time  to  read." 
Presently  two  Bible  studies  are  held  weekly.  Since 
there  are  so  few  Bibles,  and  each  participant  is  given  a 
Bible  to  take  home,  the  studies  will  grow  as  the 
number  of  Bibles  increases. 

As  he  travels  from  camp  to  camp.  Father  Tony  also 
gives  out  clothes,  blankets,  and  shoes.  "They  receive 
this  happily.  They  thank  me  so  much,"  says  Father 
Tony.  "But  I  tell  them,  the  most  important  thing  for 
you  to  do  is  have  the  sacraments,  to  have  the  Holy 
Mass.  I  talk  with  them.  I  think  about  them  all  the 
time.  They  think  that  I  am  a  friend  to  them  and  when 
they  see  me  they  look  different.  They  smile.  When  we 
play  soccer  they  tell  me,  'Father  this  is  the  most 
exciting  time  we've  had  here.  Never  have  we  had 
something  like  this.'  I  think  I  have  a  beautiful,  honest 
friendship  with  the  farmworkers." 

"The  most  important  thing  I've  seen  in  this 
ministry  is  the  men,"  says  Father  Tony.  "In  our  country, 
it's  the  women  that  go  to  church.  At  the  camps  I  see 
many  different  faces  of  men,  and  I  accept  their 
differences —  one  from  a  good  family,  one  suffering. 


But  in  this  ministry  both  groups  are  going  happy 
together  and  young  men  are  coming  to  the  church." 

Father  Tony  looks  forward  to  the  future,  hoping  to 
start  a  musical  ministry.  He  will  continue  to  take  the 
sick  to  the  clinic,  visit  the  camps,  hand  out  supplies, 
lead  Bible  studies,  administer  the  Holy  Eucharist, 
preach  God's  word,  and,  oh  yes,  play  soccer.  "I  dream 
how  wonderful  it  would  be  for  Episcopalians  and  other 
denominations  to  go  to  the  camps  and  let  them  see  that 
more  and  more  people  love  them.  Put  happiness  in  the 
camps.  When  we  can  do  something  like  this,  we  are 
living  like  Christians." 


Father  Tony  rarely  sits  behind  a  desk. 


APadre  Tony  —  Amigo  de  Trabaj  adores 


Padre  Tony  Rojas  sale  de  su  carro  en  uno  de 
los  campos  de  trabajadores  fuera  de  Clinton. 
Carolina  del  Norte.  Alrededor  de  su  cuello  carga 
un  pito.  Una  mujer  lo  mira  mientras  barre,  un  poco 
sceptica.  Mientras  un  grupo  de  hombres  lo  miran 
con  antipatia.  Son  muchas  las  preguntas  que 
pasan  por  sus  mentes.  Quien  es  este  hombre?  Sera 
otro  ministro  traendonos  ropa...,  una  persona  que 
ni  sabe  nuestro  idioma  ni  nuestra  cultura.  Pero 
que  sorprendidos  fueron  cuando  este  hombre  saca 
de  su  carro  dos  bolas  de  soccer,  va  al  medio  del 
campo  v  sopla  su  pito.  Empiesa  a  jugar  con  la 
bola  invitandolos  a  jugar.  Bueno,  asi  empezo  este 
hombre  de  Dios.  Les  conto  a  todos  que 
escucharon  su  historia  y  como  vino  a  estar  en 
Carolina  del  Norte. 

El  Reverendo  Antonio  Rojas,  conocido  como 
"Padre  Tony,"  hace  cinco  meses  que  llego  a 
Newton  Grove.  El  Reverendo  Nicolas  Ibarra,  vica 
de  San  Mateo  en  Yeatesville  le  conto  de  los  planes 
de  esta  Diocesis  de  empezar  un  ministerio 
Hispanico  —  Padre  Tony  expreso  su  deseo  de  ser 
parte  de  este  ministerio.  Padre  Tony  visita  los 
campos.  Se  introduce  como  un  cura,  amigo  e 


hermano. 

Para  muchos  esta  es  la  primera  oportunidad 
desde  que  salieron  de  su  pais  hablar  con  un  cura  o 
leer  la  Biblia  en  espanol.  La  Santa  Misa  empezo 
con  18  y  ahora  mas  de  200  trabajadores  vienen  a 
Misa  los  domingos.  El  estudio  de  la  Biblia  ha 
crecido,  los  trabajadores  prefieren  leer  la  Biblia  a 
otras  cosas,  como  cules  e  otros  libros. 
Presentemente  hay  dos  estudios  de  la  Biblia. 
Cuando  Padre  Tony  viaja  por  los  campos,  lleva  y 
reparte  ropa,  frezas  y  zapatos.  Todos  le  agadecen 
estas  ofeftas.  Pero  mas  que  nada  -  el  les  invita  a 
que  vavan  a  Milsa  los  domingos  y  tomen  de  los 
Sacramentos. 

Padre  Tony  tiene  muchos  suenos  Para  el 
futuro.  Quire  empezar  un  ministerio  de  musica. 
Continuar  visitando  los  campos,  llevar  los 
enfermos  a  la  clinical  predicar  la  palabra  de  Dios  y 
tambien  jugar  "soccer."        Que  bello  seria  si  las 
sectas  religiosas  fueran  a  todos  los  campos 
dandole  a  estos  trabajadores  el  amor  de  Dios. 
Cuando  hagamos  algo  como  esto,  entonces 
viviremos  como  Cristianos. 


ORGANIST  -  CHOIR  DIRECTOR 
PART-TIME  POSITION  AVAILABLE 
ST.  ANNES,  JACKSONVILLE 
Position  Description  and  Salary  Negotiable 
Send  letter  of  interest  and  resume  to 
The  Rev.  James  C.  Cooke,  Jr. 
St.  Anne's  Episcopal  Church 
P.  0,  Box  1621 
Jacksonville,  NC  28540 
or 

Call  (910)  -  347-3774  for  more  information, 
FAX  Number:  (910)  347-505 1 

Suggestions  of  Candidates  Welcome 
Send  names  to  above  address 
or  via  phone  or  fax. 


Daniel  Fue  Consegrado  Como  Obispo  Coadjutor 


Al  florecido  de  orchestra,  campanas  de  mano  y 
un  coro  de  60-miembros,  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd  fue 
consegrado  Septiembre  21  como  Obispo  Coadjutor 
del  la  Diocesis  Episcopal  de  Carolina  del  Este. 
Este  evento  se  volvio  en  un  gran  bienvenido  para 
este  Obispo.  Despues  de  doce  anos  como  cura  de 
una  iglesia  en  Rhode  Island,  el  nativo  de 
Goldsboro  regresa  a  su  estado  de  Carolina  del 
Norte  a  ministra  a  mas  de  14,000  episcopal  en  esta 
Diocesis. 

Ser  Coadjutor  es  para  el  Mas  Reverendo 
Daniel,  49,  servir  como  asistente  del  Mas 


Reverendo  B.  Sidney  Sanders  y  at  retirarse  el 
Obispo  Sanders,  el  automaticamente  sera  Obispo 
de  esta  Diocesis. 

La  ceremonia  fue  coniducida  en  el  campo  de  la 
Universidad  de  Carolina  del  Este,  y,  fue  atendida 
por  mas  de  2,000  personas.  Atendiendo  esta 
ceremonia  fue  el  Obispo  de  las  Iglesia  Episcopales 
de  los  E.U.  el  Mas  Reverendo  Edmond  L. 
Browning. 

El  servicio  empezo  con  las  banderas  de  todas 
las  igieslas,  el  coliseo  fue  adornado  con  una  cruz 
de  7  and  1/2  piez  suspendida  sobre  el  altar. 

El  obispo  presidor  servio  como  consegrado  y 
sus  ajudantes  fueron  los  obispos  Sidney  Sanders, 
Charles  Vache,  George  N.  Hunt,  III,  obispo 
retirado  de  Rhode  Island  y  David  Alvarez,  obispo 
de  Puerto  Rico. 

Como  parte  de  su  obligaciones,  el  obispo 
coadjutor  El  Reverendo  Daniel  sera  responsable  el 
la  formacion  cristiana,  la  mejoridad  de  los 
sacerdotes,  el  desarollo  de  las  congregaciones,  el 
cual  el  ve  Como  un  desafio  major. 

"Por  un  lado  vemos  las  congregaciones 
creciendo  maravillosament  en  la  area  costal,"  dice 
Daniel.  "Pero  por  otro  lado,  la  realidad  el  que  hay 
muchas  pequenas  congregaciones  que  estan 
luchando  para  mantener  un  poco  de  vida,"  y  estas 
nesecitan  cuidado  y  nutrimiento. 

El  Obispo  Daniel,  es  casado  y  tiene  tres  hijas. 
Vivira  en  Greenville  y  trabajara  in  la  oficinia  de  la 
Diocesis  en  Kinston. 


The  Episcopal  Farmworker  Ministry  would 
like  to  say  "Muchas  Gracias"  to  all  the  folks 
from  the  Diocese  who  came  out  to  support  the 
Farmworker  Festival.  Special  thanks  to  the 
many  volunteers  who  worked  tirelessly 
serving  food,  helping  with  children's 
activities,  setting  up  tents  and  moving  a  lot  of 
heavy  picnic  tables.  We  couldn't  have  done  it 
without  you!!  Hasta  la  proximal! 


Who  was  the  greatest 


entertainer  in  the  Bible?* 

How  much  time  do  we  spend  entertaining  ourselves 
rather  than  "entertaining"  what  God  has  in  mind  for  us? 
Could  we  spare  five  minutes  a  day  to  learn  more  about 
God's  purpose  for  our  lives?  Journey  through  the  Word 
provides  God's  word  for  daily  living  for  only  $15  per 
year. 

Bible  Reading  Fellowship 

P.O.  Box  380 
Winter  Park,  FL  32790 


407/628-4330  800/749-4331 

•saiuiaua  siq  qji  v.  poqij  sew  (i  qgnoq)  ua.\o  asnoq  aqj 
u.uop  jqSnojq  ajj  'uosiues  :<qppu  aqj  oj  j.iusue  aqx  * 


L£^j  "Aids  Quilt"  continued  from  page  1 

how  all  people  should  be  remembered,  not  with 
tombstones  and  dark,  but  with  a  celebration  of  their 
lives. 

"All  people  were  equal  on  the  Quilt,  there  was  no 
celebrity  section.  Freddie  Mercury  was  next  to  John 
Doe,  Liberace  was  next  to  Jane  Smith  and  you  felt  you 
knew  them  all,"  reflected  Elizabeth  Mears  during  the 
trip  home. 

Adorned  with  teddy  bears,  photographs,  letters  and 
prayers,  the  Quilt  is  a  loving  testimony  to  the  sanctity 
of  human  life.  It  reminds  visitors  that  this  is  a  cross- 
cultural,  trans-gender,  ageless,  and  non-discriminating 
plague. 

As  the  group  participated  in  the  NEAC  retreat,  they 
sat,  listened,  reflected,  shared  joy,  vulnerability, 
laughter  and  tears,  and  grew  with  Episcopalians  and 
others  from  all  across  the  nation.  They  heard  from  the 
Reverend  Martin  Smith  who  explained,  "HIV/AIDS, 
like  the  Holocaust,  forces  us  into  depths  of  honesty  that 
many  people  use  religion  to  escape  from."  They 
walked  a  labyrinth  and  examined  their  own  truths. 
They  monitored  the  Quilt,  answered  questions,  gave 
directions,  led  people  to  the  panels  they  were  seeking, 
and  comforted  those  who  were  crying. 

One  of  the  most  meaningful  moments  was  the 
healing  service  led  by  the  Presiding  Bishop,  Edmond 
Browning. 

"We  had  met  these  people  and  when  we  laid  our 
hands  on  them  and  prayed  for  them,  we  could  feel  their 
grief  and  sorrow,  and  they  felt  comfort  from  our 


prayers.  I  was  healed  by  laying  hands  on  others,"  said 
Michael  Peterson. 

As  the  only  youth  group  at  the  retreat,  St. 
Timothy's  delegation  was  warmly  welcomed.  "People 
were  glad  because  youth  are  the  present  and  the  future, 
and  it  was  good  to  look  to  us  to  care  and  to  carry  it  on," 
said  Caitlyn  Willis.  And  they  do  feel  called  to  carry  the 
message  on,  to  tell  people  what  they  saw,  to  help 
people  understand  what  is  happening,  not  only  to  gay 
men,  but  to  all  of  us.  "God  commands  us  to  love  one 
another,  and  many  of  these  people  got  shunned  for 
loving.  This  is  a  human  issue,  and  has  nothing  to  do 
with  who  gets  it.  or  with  blaming  anyone.  Many 
people  are  afraid  to  care,  but  I  will  act  more  as  a 
healer,"  expressed  Michael  Peterson. 

These  visitors  want  the  people  of  the  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina  to  know  that  there  is  hope  as  long  as 
humans  retain  hopefulness.  We  must  hope  for  a  cure 
and  pray  for  a  day  when  we'll  make  no  more  panels 
and  retire  the  Quilt  to  a  museum. 

At  the  NEAC  retreat,  those  gathered  were  told, 
"The  body  of  Christ  has  AIDS."  The  Quilt  is  a  call  to 
gently  hold  this  suffering  body  with  great  love  and 
compassion.  This  is  what  the  youth  group  from  St. 
Timothy's  has  done  and  hopes  you  will  join  in  doing. 

—  Jim  Capps,  Carrie  Craig,  Elizabeth  Mears,  Alex  Williams, 
Caitlyn  Willis,  Renee  Willis,  and  Katie  Yuhas  contributed 
to  this  article. 


Diocesan  Clergy 

Association 

Formed 

The  new  Clergy  Association  of  East  Carolina 
was  formed  at  an  organizational  meeting  at  St. 
Mary's  Church  in  Kinston  on  Thursday, 
November  7th.  A  group  of  active  and  retired 
clergy  gathered  to  begin  to  strengthen  their  sense 
of  collegiality  with  one  another  through  an 
association  that  will  meet  periodically  for  mutual 
support,  Bible  study,  and  vocational 
development. 

The  new  diocesan  association  will  be 
affiliated  with  the  National  Network  of  Fpiscopat 
Clergy  Associations  (NNFCA)  and  will  be 
supported  by  annual  dues  from  the  member 
clergy.  More  information  will  be  Forthcoming  in 
future  diocesan  mailings  to  the  clergy.  In  the 
mean  time,  for  more  information  contact  the  Rev. 
Bob  Beasley  at  (910)  457-5643. 
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Episcopal  and  Lutheran  Bishops  Energized  by  Concordat's  Plan 
for  Full  Communion 


(ENS)  More  than  200  bishops  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  and  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
America  (ELCA)  emerged  from  a  five-day  meeting  in 
the  mountains  of  eastern  Pennsylvania  more  deeply 
committed  to  a  proposal  for  full  communion  between 
the  churches,  while  acknowledging  that  important 
work  remains  to  be  done. 

In  a  communique  issued  at  the  end  of  the  historic 
joint  gathering.  October  3-8,  the  churches'  presiding 
bishops  strongly  endorsed  the  Concordat  of  Agreement 
that  will  be  a  major  item  of  business  at  both 
denominations'  national  meetings  next  summer. 

"We  stand  on  the  threshold  of  an  exciting  new 
possibility  ~  namely,  the  declaration  of  full 
communion  between  our  churches  and  the  mutual 
recognition  of  the  authenticity  of  the  ordained 
ministries  presently  existing  in  our  two  churches,"  said 
H.  George  Anderson  of  the  ELCA  and  the  Episcopal 
Church's  Edmond  L.  Browning 

Their  communique  also  pointed,  however,  to 
lingering  reservations,  especially  among  Lutherans, 
when  it  noted,  "We  have  discussed  with  candor  the 
challenges  and  opportunities  before  us  and  worked  to 


clarify  the  issues  and  contribute  to  further  refinement 
of  the  proposals."  Lutherans  in  this  country  have  not 
maintained  the  "historic  episcopate"  and  the  Concordat 
proposes  that  all  future  consecrations  of  bishops  in 
both  churches  include  Lutheran  and  Episcopal  bishops, 
so  in  the  future  they  would  share  the  historic 
episcopate.  Lutherans  are  still  struggling  with  the 
issue  of  ministry  and,  at  this  point,  do  not  ordain  to 
three  orders. 

All  in  all,  "what  has  been  accomplished  here  in  a 
few  days  has  been  remarkable,"  Anderson  said.  He 
called  attention  to  the  deepening  of  personal  bonds 
with  Browning  and  the  critical  contribution  of  the  table 
discussions.  "Minds  have  been  changed,  horizons 
have  been  broadened....  We  have  discovered  here  that 
the  risks  are  worth  the  cost,"  he  said. 

In  a  news  conference  Anderson  said  that  he  had 
sensed  that  the  Lutheran  bishops  "are  in  large  measure 
committed  to  moving  forward  —  and  see  themselves  as 
interpreters  and  advocates,  working  for  the  approval  of 
the  Concordat." 

"Things  seem  to  be  coming  together,"  added 
Browning.  "We  are  together  in  a  sound  and  creative 


way."  He  said  that  he  sensed  "joy  and  encouragement 
over  what  has  happened  here  —  and  a  deeper 
fellowship  than  ever  has  been  experienced  between  our 
two  churches  because  of  this  meeting.  Bonds  of 
affection  have  been  made  in  this  meeting  that  did  not 
exist  before." 


Episcopal  and  Lutheran  Bishops  meet. 


International  Voices  Stress  Importance  of  Lutheran-Episcopal  Concordat 


(ENS)  As  a  strong  reminder  that  the  world  is 
watching  whether  the  Episcopal  Church  and  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America  can  move 
into  full  communion,  international  voices  joined  the 
conversations  at  the  joint  meeting  of  Lutheran  and 
Episcopal  bishops. 

Archbishop  of  Canterbury  George  L.  Carey 
praised  the  ecumenical  effort  represented  by  the 
Concordat,  which  he  said  offers  the  world  a  much- 
needed  example. 

"From  the  United  States,  you  are  sending  a 
message  to  both  the  Lutheran  and  Anglican 
communions  that  different  ways  of  living  together  are 
possible;  and  we  must  seek  them,"  he  said.  "It  is 
possible  to  go  one  step  further,  from  denominational  co 


operation  to  a  life  of  common  fellowship,  decision- 
making and  oversight." 

He  warned  that  apathy  and  suspicion  still  may 
stand  in  the  way  of  adoption  of  the  Concordat,  but 
urged  the  bishops  to  "ask  the  'missionary  question': 
Do  our  denominational  divisions  present  the  best 
possible  witness  to  our  Lord?  Can  churches  preach  a 
gospel  of  reconciliation  as  long  as  they  remain  so 
clearly  unreconciled?" 

Lutheran  theologian  Giinther  Gassman  also 
stressed  that  the  Concordat  could  offer  a  critical  boost 
to  counteract  "a  certain  ecumenical  timidity,  a 
tiredness  .  .  .  which  is  the  result  of  the  success  of  the 
ecumenical  movement."  With  advances  accomplished 
on  many  fronts,  "there  is  a  certain  lack  of  enthusiasm," 


he  said.  The  Porvoo  Agreement  among  Anglicans  and 
Lutherans  in  northern  Europe  and  the  Concordat  could 
"have  a  signal  importance  to  show  that  the  movement 
is  moving  on." 

Like  Carey,  he  observed  that  both  Porvoo  and  the 
Concordat  have  drawn  on  decades  of  Lutheran- 
Anglican  dialogue. 

"There  is  a  deeper  relationship,  a  deeper  bond 
between  these  two  inter-related  efforts  towards  closer 
Anglican-Lutheran  communion,"  he  said.  "They  are 
parts  and  expressions  of  the  movement  of  two 
Christian  world  communions  towards  communion. 
They  are  interconnected  parts  in  God's  history  with 
these  two  churches." 


Presiding  Bishop  Joins  Others  in  Calling  for  United  States  Role 
in  Middle  East  Reconciliation 


(ENS)  Presiding  Bishop  Edmond  Browning 
recently  joined  other  Christian  leaders  in  urging  a 
strong  role  by  the  United  States  in  seeking  a 
resolution  to  the  latest  threat  to  Middle  East  peace  - 
an  outbreak  of  violence  in  Israel  and  the  Occupied 
Territories  in  late  September. 

As  Israeli  and  Palestinian  leaders  were  on  their 
way  to  Washington,  DC,  in  an  initial  attempt  to 
restore  their  deeply  damaged  sense  of  mutual  trust, 
leaders  of  denominations  and  church  organizations 
associated  with  the  National  Council  of  Churches 


wrote  to  President  Bill  Clinton  expressing  their 
hope  that  "the  United  States,  as  a  sponsor  of  the 
peace  process,  would  play  an  active  role  in  bringing 
the  parties  back  to  the  negotiating  table." 

In  the  days  of  violence,  sparked  by  the  opening 
of  a  new  entrance  to  a  tourist  tunnel  at  the  base  of 
the  Temple  Mount  in  Jerusalem,  the  leaders  wrote 
on  September  30,  "We  have  been  deeply  saddened 
by  the  tragic  loss  of  life,  and  indeed  of  hope  itself, 
in  the  Holy  Land." 

Specifically,  the  letter  urged  that  negotiations 
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address  certain  tensions  underlying  the  outbreak  of 
violence. 

"What  is  needed  now  is  not  the  belligerent 
repetition  of  fixed  positions,  but  a  genuine  striving 
for  agreement  and  compromise,"  the  leaders 
concluded.  "Our  hearts  and  prayers  are  with  the 
many  who  have  suffered  injury  and  death  and  their 
grieving  families,  whether  Jewish,  Christian  or 
Muslim." 
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Episcopal  Women's  Caucus  Celebrates  25  Years,  Confronts 
Need  To  Be  More  Inclusive 


(ENS)  "I'm  here  to  tell  you  that  it  is  possible  to  act 
like  a  lady  and  still  be  in  charge,"  said  Pamela  Chinnis, 
president  of  the  House  of  Deputies,  as  she  peered  over 
the  podium  at  her  audience  gathered  at  Virginia 
Theological  Seminary  for  the  25th  anniversary 
celebration  of  the  Episcopal  Women's  Caucus  (EWC). 

Across  her  face  crept  a  knowing  smile.  Her 
audience  started  to  chuckle,  then  laugh  right  out  loud, 
savoring  the  irony  presented  by  this  soft-spoken,  not- 
very-tall,  pink-suited,  blonde-haired  powerhouse  who 
has  risen  to  the  highest  lay  position  in  the  national 
church. 

When  Chinnis  concluded  a  moment  later  the 
audience  rose  spontaneously  to  applaud  her  and 
wouldn't  stop  until  admonished. 

Old-timers  in  EWC  as  well  as  newcomers  spent 
two  days  in  the  late  September  in  Alexandria,  Virginia, 
the  place  of  EWC's  founding  in  1971,  recalling  the 
organization's  past  and  thinking  about  its  future. 

The  women  told  stories  of  their  triumphs  and 
betrayals,  of  hopes  dashed  and  of  sisterly  support 
encountered  along  the  way  to  getting  women  ordained 
and  accepted  in  new  roles.  They  sang  each  other's 
praises  and  celebrated  successes  but  they  also  got  a 
sobering  dose  of  criticism  about  their  imagined 
inclusivity. 

In  addition  to  the  celebration,  caucus  members  also 
reelected  their  president,  the  Rev.  Cynthia  Black  of 
Michigan,  and  named  new  officers. 

Council  of  Women's 
Ministries  Focuses 
on  Racism 

(ENS)  Challenged  to  "confront  prejudice  with 
compassion,"  the  Council  for  Women's  Ministries 
(CWM)  worked  to  move  its  membership  toward  a 
faith-based  response  to  racism,  as  it  met  in  Burlington, 
Vermont,  October  3-6.   The  national  gathering  of  the 
CWM,  an  umbrella  group  formed  in  1983  to  embrace 
the  diversity  of  women  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  drew 
45  women  representing  more  than  25  organizations.  In 
a  marked  departure  from  previous  formats,  the  group 
devoted  the  three-day  session  to  a  single  issue  — 
racism.  Members  vowed  to  take  steps  to  confront  "the 
sin  of  racism"  in  their  daily  lives,  as  well  as  in  their 
organizations. 

"We  have  here  some  of  the  most  powerful  women 
in  the  Episcopal  Church,  except  for  the  women 
bishops,"  observed  Ann  Smith,  director  of  Women  in 
Mission  and  Ministry.  "If  we  make  this  our  passion, 
make  a  commitment  to  work  together  on  racism,  it  can 
happen." 

In  large  group  gatherings,  and  in  small  workshops 
designed  to  allow  participants  to  organize  according  to 
their  interests,  the  sessions  were  characterized  by 
intense  and  sometimes  tearful  discussion. 

"I've  taught  classes  on  racism,  I've  written  about  it, 
yet  I've  never  really  engaged  racism  in  my  spirit 
before,"  said  the  Rev.  June  Maffm  of  Vancouver,  a 
priest  in  the  Anglican  Church  of  Canada. 


Bisjops  Jane  Dixon  of  Washington,  left,  and  Mary  Adelia  McLeod  of  Vermont,  right,  two  of  the  six  female  bishops 
in  the  Episcopal  Church,  participated  in  a  celebration  of  the  25th  anniversary  of  the  Episcopal  Women's  Caucus 
(EWC).  The  Rev.  Cynthia  Black,  president  of  EWC,  is  at  center.  (Episcopal  News  Service  photo  by  Sally  Michael) 


Society  of  St.  Francis,  Third  Order,  Invites 
Prospective  Members 

Do  you  admire  St.  Francis  of  Assisi? 
i       Do  you  think  there  is  something  about  his  life  as  a  Christian  that  is  worth 
I  emulating? 

St.  Francis  is  particularly  remembered  for  his  commitment  to  our  Lord;  his  appreciation  for  all 
|  human  beings  and  for  ail  nature's  creatures;  his  commitment  to  peace;  and  his  efforts  in  living  a 
j  simple  life. 

\       In  North  Carolina,  a  small  number  of  Episcopalians  are  members  of  a  body  of  fellow 

|   Anglicans/Episcopalians  throughout  the  world  who  attempt  to  follow  the  example  of  St.  Francis  in 

I  the  everyday  lives.  They  are  banded  together  in  an  international  fellowship,  living  the  Gospel  life 

[  by  a  rule  based  on  the  following  principles:  (1)  "to  make  our  Lord  known  and  loved  everywhere;" 

\   (2)  "to  spread  the  spirit  of  Christian  fellowship;"  and  (3)  "to  live  simply." 

[       This  group,  the  Third  Order  of  the  Society  of  St.  Francis,  is  committed  to  prayer,  study  and 

|  action  as  spiritual  descendants  of  "the  little  poor  man  of  Assisi"  The  Third  Order  (secular)  is  a 

|  religious  order  within  the  Society  of  St,  Francis  (recognized  by  the  American  House  of  Bishops) 

j   and  consists  of  those  men  and  women,  married  or  single,  laity  or  clergy,  who,  through  their 

|  ordinary  professions  of  life,  are  called  to  dedication  through  lifelong  discipline  and  vow. 

j        Presently  there  are  two  fellowships:  the  Land  of  Sky,  based  in  Asheville,  meeting  on  the  second 

j  Saturday  of  each  month,  and  the  Servants  of  San  Damiano,  based  in  Kernersville,  meeting  on  the 

third  Saturday  of  each  month.  There  are  also  individual  ternaries  not  yet  associated  with  a 

fellowship. 

For  further  information  contact  Elsie  Fare,  53-A,  Gentry  Cove,  New  Bern,  N.C  28562 
telephone  (919)  638-633Z-  the  Rev.  Kermit  Bailey,  1014  Twyckenham  Dr.  Greensboro,  NC 
27408,  telephone  (910)  275-6568;  or  the  area  chaplain,  the  Rev.  Kale  Francis  King,  P.  0.  Box  8, 
Lowgap,  NC,  telephone  (910)  352-3822. 


St.  Paul's,  Greenville,  Offers 
Third  Season  of 

"Sundays  at  fivi " 

Concerts 

The  third  year  of  "Sundays  at  Five"  concerts  at  St.  Paul's  in  Greenville  offers  a 
diverse  and  exciting  collection  of  late  afternoon  musical  events.  Choral  Evensong 
and  Lessons  and  Carols  feature  traditional  choral  music  of  the  highest  caliber,  sung 
in  the  Anglican  tradition  by  the  choiresters  of  St.  Paul's.  Each  Abendmusik  presents 
outstanding  solo  and  chamber  musicians  in  programs  which  include  sacred  and 
secular  masterpieces. 

The  remaining  programs  include: 
J*"  December  15  -  Advent  Lessons  and  Carols:  sung  by  the  combined  choirs  of  St. 
Paul's  Church.  The  story  of  salvation  history,  culminating  in  the  birth  of  Christ,  is 
heard  in  anthem,  carol  and  scripture  in  this  beautiful  candlelight  service  in  the 
English  cathedral  style. 

J*"  January  26  -  Abendmusik  II:  "Sounds  Celestial"  is  a  mid-winter  concert  for 
oboe  and  harp  performed  by  guest  Bo  Newsome,  oboeist  and  Christine  VanArsdale. 
harpist. 

J*"  February  9  -  Choral  Evensong:  "Alleluia  Sunday"  sung  by  the  St.  Paul's 
Choir  featuring  music  of  Leo  Sowerby,  the  "Dean"  of  American  church  music.  The 
service  includes  his  Magnificat  and  Nunc  Dimittis  in  E  Minor,  "I  Will  Lift  Up  Mine 
Eyes  Unto  the  Hills"  and  "Now  There  Lightens  Upon  Us." 

J*-  March  9  -  Gregorian  Evensong:  "Ancient  Music  for  a  Modern  World"  sung 
on  "Mid-Lent"  Sunday  by  member  of  the  St.  Cecilia's,  St.  David's  and  St.  Paul's 
Choirs. 

J*- April  13  -  Abendmusik  III:  "The  King  of  Instruments  Meets  the 
instruments  of  Kings"  when  organist  Colin  Andrews  and  Trumpeter  Britton 
Theurer  join  forces  in  the  concert  of  festive  music  for  organ  and  trumpet. 

"Sundays  at  Five"  are  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Janette  Fischell,  St.  Paul's 
Director  of  Music.  All  events  are  free  and  held  at  5  p.m.  in  historic  St.  Paul's 
Church,  401  East  Fourth  Street,  Greenville.  A  nursery  is  provided.  For  more 
information  contact  (919)  752-3482. 
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Our  Thanksgiving 

Let  our  lives  be  our  Thanksgiving 

To  our  Father  up  above; 
Let  us  worship  Him  with  kindness; 
Let  us  praise  Him  with  our  love. 
Let  us  honor  Him  with  virtue; 
Let  good  deeds  become  our  prayer; 
Let  our  lives  be  our  Thanksgiving 
For  the  bounty  that  we  share. 


Reprinted  from  Celebration,  the  newsletter  of  Holy  Innocents  in 
Kinston.  Originally  from  Prince  of  Peace  Lutheran  Church  in  Portland, 
Oregon. 


Parish  Pin-ups  is  a  regular  feature  of  Cross  Current.  Scan  your  church  bulletin 
boards,  bulletins  and  newsletters  and  submit  your  pin-ups  to  the  editor. 


Diocesan 


Calendar 


LARC  Conference,  Trinity  Center 

Executive  Council,  Diocesan  House,  9:30  am 

St.  Paul's,  Greenville,  Youth  Retreat,  Trinity  Center 

New  Beginnings  #18,  Trinity  Center 

St.  Francis,  Goldsboro,  Parish  Retreat,  Trinity  Center 

Celebration  of  New  Ministry,  Holy  Trinity, 

Hertford  -  The  Rev.  Dale  Brudvig 

ECTN  Broadcast,  "Embracing  Difference  in  Solidarity, 

Albemarle  Deanery,  St.  Paul's,  Edenton,  2:30  pm 

Standing  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  11:15  am 

Pamlico  Deanery  Meeting 

Trinity  Center  Board  Meeting,  Trinity  Center 

Diocesan  Office  closed  for  Thanksgiving 


12-13 
15 

15-16 
15-17 

15-  17 

16 

16-  17 

17-  22 
21 

21 
26 

28-29 


Elderhostel,  Trinity  Center  1-6 
Department  of  Congregations  &  Development, 

Diocesan  House,  1 0:00  am  3  A 

Interfaith  Refugee  Commission,  Diocesan  House,  10:00  am  3 

Department  of  Missionary  Outreach,  Diocesan  House.  10:00  am  5 


Advent  Retreat,  Trinity  Center 
Elderhostel,  Trinity  Center 

St.  John's,  Wilmington,  Vestry  Retreat,  Trinity  Center 

Youth  Commission,  Diocesan  House,  10:00  am-2:00  pm 

Capital  Funds  Drive  Steering  Committee, 

Diocesan  House,  1 1 :00  am 

Standing  Committee.  Diocesan  House.  1 1 : 15  am 

Diocesan  Office  Closed  for  Christmas 

Winterlight,  Kanuga 

Resolutions  for  Convention  Due 


6-8 
9-14 
13-15 
14 

19 
19 

23-25 
27-31 
31 
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The  Bishops'  Visitation  Schedules 
Bishop  Sanders 

Nov.  17        St.  George's.  Lake  Landing 
Nov.  24        St.  James,  Sballotfe 
Dec.  8         St.  Mary's,  Belhaven 
Dec.  15        St.  John's,  Fayerteville 
Dec.  29        St.  Mark's,  Roxobei/Graee. 

Woodville 
Jan.  5  Holy  Trinity,  Hampstead 

Jan.  12         Church  of  the  Advent. 

Wiiliamston 

Bishop  Daniel 

Nov.  17  St.  Peter's,  Swansboro 

Dec.  1  Trinity,  Lumberton 

Dec.  8  St.  Philip's,  Southport 

Dec.  15  St.  James,  Belhaven 

Dec.  29  St.  John's.  Edenton 

Jan.  5  Christ  Church,  Hope  Mills 

Jan.  12  St,  Francis,  Goldsboro 
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Diocese  of  East  Carolina 


rrent 


Sharing  the  good  news  of  Episcopalians  in  East  Carolina  keeping  the  Cross  current  in  their  daily  lives. 

JANUARY  1997 


1997  Diocesan  Convention  —  A  Time  to  Give  Thanks 


1996,  what  a  year  for  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  — 
a  $4.1  million  capital  campaign;  a  special  convention  for 
the  election  of  a  bishop  coadjutor;  the  consecration  of  the 
Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd;  and  two  hurricanes.  How 
fitting  that  the  theme  for  the  1 14th  Annual  Convention  of 
the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  is  "In  Every  Thing  Give 
Thanks." 

Members  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  have  plenty 
for  which  to  be  thankful  and  the  diocesan  convention, 
being  held  at  the  Hilton  Hotel  in  Wilmington,  February 
6,7,  and  8,  will  provide  the  perfect  opportunity  to  rejoice, 
re-group  and  give  thanks.  The  convention  committee  and 
the  local  committee  of  the  Deanery  of  the  Lower  Cape 
Fear  have  gone  to  great  lengths  to  organize  a  convention 
that  will  be  productive  and  enjoyable. 

Convention  Opens  Earlier 

Foremost  on  the  list  of  items  for  which  to  be  thankful, 
is  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  reports  being  presented 
on  the  floor  of  the  convention.  In  response  to  evaluation 
forms  and  suggestions  received  at  the  end  of  the  1996 
diocesan  convention,  the  convention  committee  has 
developed  a  new  format  alleviating  the  seemingly 
unending  number  of  reports. 

The  1997  convention  will  officially  open  with  seven 
separate  dialogue  sessions.  Much  like  break-out  sessions, 
convention  delegates  and  guest  will  have  a  choice  of 
attending  one  or  several  of  the  sessions  running  from  3  pm 
to  5  pm  on  Thursday  afternoon,  Febraury  6.  (See  page  3 
for  specific  session  schedules  and  topics.)  The  dialogue 
sessions  are  divided  as  follows:  Christian  Formation; 
Congregations  and  Development;  Missionary  Outreach; 
Communication;  Stewardship;  Institutions  and  Agencies  of 
the  Episcopal  Church;  and  General  Convention  Deputies. 

During  the  dialogue  sessions,  brief  reports  will  be 
given  by  department  and  committee  chairs,  just  as  during 
previous  years  from  the  convention  floor.  The  majority  of 
the  time,  however,  will  be  spent  in  discussion.  This  will 
be  an  excellent  opportunity  for  delegates  and  alternates  to 
ask  questions,  express  opinions  and  share  ideas  about  the 
ministries  and  work  of  the  diocese.  It  will  also  be  an 
excellent  time  to  review  the  needs  and  goals  identified  at 
the  1996  Needs  &  Goals  conference.  (See  page  7) 

The  convention  committee  hopes  that  this  will  be  a 
learning  process  both  for  convention  delegates  and 
alternates  and  department  and  committee  chairs.  All 
delegates  and  alternates  should  plan  to  attend  these 
sessions  and  to  visit  the  exhibits  which  will  open  around 
noon  on  Thursday. 

Convention  Delegates  will  join  together  that  evening 
at  St.  Paul's  at  8  pm  for  the  opening  service  of  Holy 
Eucharist.  (Buses  will  be  available  from  the  Hilton  for 
transportation.)  As  with  all  aspects  of  the  convention, 
guests  and  visitors  are  more  than  welcome  to  attend  the 


service.  The  procession  of  banners  from  across  the 
diocese,  the  intensity  of  the  music,  and  the  Spirit  amongst 
those  gathered  combine  for  a  joyful  and  moving 
expression  of  God's  presence  in  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina.  All  members  of  the  diocese  are  invited  to  join 
in  this  corporate  worship  and  the  fellowship  of  the 
reception  following. 

The  Work  Begins 

Following  Morning  Prayer  at  8:30  am  on  Friday 
morning,  February  7,  the  legislative  session  of  the 
convention  will  begin  and  will  continue  on  Saturday 
morning.  During  the  legislative  sessions,  resolutions  and 
canonical  changes  (See  page  6.)  will  be  discussed;  offices 
filled  for  diocesan  committees  and  governing  bodies  (See 
page  7.);  and  the  diocesan  budget  will  be  voted  upon. 
The  legislative  items  will  be  presented  Friday  morning 
and  hearings  will  be  held  Friday  afternoon  from  3:45  pm 
to  5  pm. 

Because  the  majority  of  reports  will  be  given  during 
the  dialogue  sessions  on  Thursday  afternoon,  only  the 
Standing  Committee.,  the  Foundation,  the  Committee  on 
Constitution  and  Canons,  the  Capital  Funds  Steering 
Committee,  the  Youth  Commission,  the  Camp  Trinity 
Board,  the  Trinity  Center  Board  and  the  Department  of 
Missionary  Outreach  will  give  reports  on  the  convention 
floor. 

Eliminating  the  numerous  reports  given  from  the 
floor  should  free  up  time  for  discussion  of  legislative 
items.  It  should  also  alleviate  the  time  constraints 
generally  experienced  on  the  closing  day  of  the 
convention. 

Time  for  Thanks  and  Music 

Convention  delegates  will  pause  just  prior  to  mid-day 
on  Friday  to  take  time  to  give  thanks.  After  a  quick  taste 
of  what  the  diocesan  stewardship  consultants  can  offer, 
delegates  will  engage  in  table  discussions  centering  on  the 
convention  theme,  "In  Every  Thing  Give  Thanks." 
Following  Noonday  Prayer  buses  will  be  available  to 
transport  delegates  to  St.  James'  for  lunch. 

For  music  lovers,  Evensong  will  be  held  at  the 
Church  of  the  Servant  on  Friday  night  at  6  pm.  A  visit  to 
the  church  will  be  a  treat  in  itself.  The  new  worship 
space  was  acoustically  designed  specifically  to  enhance 
the  beauty  of  the  Anglican  tradition  of  Evensong.  (Buses 
and  vans  will  be  available  from  the  Hilton.)  No  doubt,  the 
highlight  of  Friday  will  be  the  banquet  —  a  sit-down 
dinner  followed  by  Broadway  Songs  and  Theology.  The 
Carteret  Chorale,  a  well-known  vocal  ensemble  with 
approximately  40-50  members  under  the  direction  of 
Lawrence  Stith,  will  perform  Broadway  hits,  pausing  only 
while  the  Rt.  Rev.  B.  Sidney  Sanders  shares  snipets  of 
theology  as  dramatized  by  Broadway  shows. 
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Hilton  Theatre,  Wilmington 


The  Deanery  of  the  Lower  Cape  Fear 
invites  you  for  dinner  and  a  presentation  of 
Broadway  Songs  &  Theology 
by  The  Carteret  Chorale 
and  the  Right  Reverend  B.  Sidney  Sanders 
,    -  J   ,       eight  o'clock  ,  - 


tickets  required 
coat  and  tie 


Anyone  attending  the  dinner  must  have  a  ticket.  For 
registered  convention  guests  and  alternates,  tickets  are 
included  in  their  convention  registration.  For  spouses  or 
other  guests,  tickets  are  available  prior  to  convention  by 
contacting  JoEllen  Davis  in  the  Diocesan  Office,  919/522- 
0885.  If  seating  remains  available  during  the  convention, 
banquet  tickets  will  be  available  for  purchase  at  the 
information  booth  in  the  lobby  of  the  Hilton. 

Sharing  the  Spirit 

If  you  have  never  attended  a  diocesan  convention, 
come  share  the  spirit  —  take  a  moment  to  drop  in  on  a 
worship  service,  a  dialogue  session  or  a  legislative 
session.  The  convention  provides  real  insight  into  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina.  You  will  discover  some  amazing 
ministries,  warm  and  friendly  people,  and  th  hand  of  God 
at  work. 
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Bishop's 


Letter 


My  Dear  Sisters  and  Brothers  in  Christ: 

The  very  first  Advent  Season  after  I  had  been  ordained  priest  and  in 
the  very  first  church  where  I  was  Rector,  I  preached  what  was  to  become  a 
perennial  Advent  sermon.  In  that  sermon  I  said  that  you  could  not 
understand  Christmas  unless  you  became  as  a  little  child,  This  meant  that 
for  Christians  you  should  not  give  necessities  as  presents.  You  should  give, 
as  presents,  luxuries  and  included  in  those  luxuries  should  be  one  toy.  The 
result  was  astonishing.  That  Christmas  Day  1  was  inundated  with  toys  from 
nearly  every  member  of  the  congregation. 

Sometimes,  I  can  figure  things  out  pretty  quickly.  And  1  figured  out 
that  if  that  sermon  worked  for  one,  it  would  work  for  succeeding 
Christmases.  And  sure  enough,  the  whole  time  that  I  was  Rector  of  a 
church  I  would  preach  that  sermon  during  Advent  and  the  toys  would  pour 
forth  the  following  Christmas.  Along  with  the  toys  would  come  hams, 
turkeys,  poinsettias,  cakes,  cookies,  icons,  religious  statues,  paintings  and 
just  about  anything  you  can  mention.  It  was  fun  being  rector  of  a  church 
during  Christmas. 

Now  when  you  become  a  Bishop  not  only  does  your  job  change,  your 
presents  change  too.  Instead  of  toys  as  presents,  Bishops  receive  T-shirts, 
sweatshirts,  and  baseball  caps  with  religious  symbols  on  them.  I  have  a 
closet  that  contains  a  T-shirt  for  every  day  of  the  year.  I  have  another 
closet  that  contains  a  sweatshirt  for  every  week  of  the  year.  And  my 
supply  of  baseball  caps  is  endless.  Indeed,  if  I  opened  a  clothing  store  I 
could  probably  fund  the  budget  of  one  of  our  larger  churches  for  at  least  a 
year.  From  toys  to  T-shirts.  What  a  come  down. 

Or  is  it?  Toys  are  meant  to  bring  joy  and  excitement  and  pleasure.  The 
emblems  on  those  T-shirts  do  that  in  spades.  "Camp  Trinity"  one  t-shirt 
says  and  I  remember  our  first  year  of  operation.  "Trinity  Center"  another 
says  and  my  face  lights  up  when  I  think  of  Mike  Morgan,  Jacque,  JoAnne, 
jenny,  B.  J.,  the  kitchen  crew,  the  maintenance  crew,  Elderhostel,  the 
Sound  To  Sea  Program  and  all  the  rest.  Senior  DYE  (Diocesan  Youth 
Event)  1992  with  the  theme  of  that  event  printed  on  the  back  of  the  T-shirt, 
every  T-shirt  I  pull  out  evokes  those  kind  of  memories  and  that  kind  of 
love. 

Talk  about  Presents.  Talk  then  about  Trinity  Center,  my  Sundays  with 
the  Hispanics,  Shepherd*s  Staff,  Good  Shepherd  House,  and  witnessing  the 
poor  rural  families  living  in  housing  provided  by  the  Community 
Developers  of  Beaufort  and  Hyde  Counties.  Talk  about  presents.  Talk 
about  worshipping  in  any  church  in  this  diocese,  eating  the  covered  dish 
meal  afterward,  or  talking  to  clergy  or  lay  people  who  bring  the  gifts  of 
laughter  and  love. 

If  presents  are  meant  to  bring  joy  and  excitement  and  pleasure,  I  wish 
you  could  travel  with  me.  Because  daily,  my  cup  runneth  over  with  all 
those  things.  For  your  laughter,  your  prayers,  your  generosity,  your 
presents  and  presence  in  my  life,  I  give  thanks  to  God! 


B.  Sidney  Sanders 
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Registration,  Information  Booth  -  Upper  Lobby,  Hilton 
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Facilitator  Trianing  —  Cape  Fear  Room 

Convention  opens  with  Dialogue  Sessions,  Hilton 

(See  schedule  page  4) 
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Opening  Eucharist  -  St.  Paul's 
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Buses  begin  returnine  to  the  Hilton 
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Legislative  Session  begins  with  Morning  Prayer 
Welcome  to  Bishop  Coadjutor 
Introduction  of  New  Clergy 
Bishop's  Address 

Nominating  Committee  Report  Vote  on  Standing  Committee 

Standing  Committee  Report 

Break 

Foundation  Report 

Capital  Funds  Report 

1996  Budget  Year  End  Report 

Stewardship  Speakers  -  Table  Discussions 
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Constitution  &  Canons  Resolutions 
Trinity  Center.  Youth,  Camp  Report 
Vote  on  1997  Budget 
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Courtesy  Resolution 
Liturgy  of  the  Table 
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What  does  the  convention  theme,  Every  Thing  Give  Thanks,  mean 
to  you  and  how  do  you  seek  to  live  this  in  your  life? 


Mr.  Larry  Overton 

Lawyer,  Ahoskie 

Locked  upstairs  in  the  quiet  darkness  of  my  office 
early  each  morning  before  business  hours,  I  have  found 
that  I  spend  approximately  half  of  my  prayer  time 
thanking  God  for  my  abundant  blessings,  I  also  pray  for 
the  wisdom  and  discipline  to  protect  them  and  to  use  them 
for  the  purposes  for  which  He  has  given  them.  I  ask  for 
I  daily  doses  of  the  strength  and  courage  needed  to 
:  overcome  the  obstacles  in  my  life  as  well. 

While  I  do  not  believe  my  life  is  easy,  I  certainly  do 
not  pretend  it  is  difficult  or  dangerous  as  the  lives  too 
l:  many  people  face  every  day.  In  giving  thanks  for 
(blessings  large  and  small,  I  pray  fo  the  ability  to  discern 
j  the  problems  of  people  around  me,  and  to  help  in  some 
[way.  Surely,  the  blessings  of  my  life  are  given  so  that  my 
[limited  abilities  are  available  to  assist  others  in  need. 

Yet,  I  also  ask  God  why,  in  the  midst  of  blessings, 
[have  I  not  been  able  to  focus  and  direct  my  life  to  serve 
others  more  meaningfully.  My  personal  daily  thanksgiving 
[must  translate  into  better  stewardship  of  my  time,  talents, 
and  even  my  money.  I  constantly  pray  for  personal 
improvement  as  a  husband,  father,  lawyer,  and  Christian 
i  layman. 

Despite  occasional  disappointments,  the  great  joy  of 
I  my  life  requires  that  in  everything  I  must  humbly  give 
i  thanks.  My  continuing  prayer  is  that  my  work  in  my 
i  parish  and  this  diocese  will  help  me  develop  into  the 
"self-less"  Christian  Bishop  Sanders  once  described.  I 
give  thanks  each  time  I  sense  that  God  has  helped  me 
become  a  little  more  "self-less." 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd 

Bishop  Coadjutor,  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 

The  Ellen  Cook  embezzlement  scandal.  The  sexual 
scandal  in  Long  Island.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of 
I  refugees  in  Rwanda  and  ethnic  killings.  100,000  children 
■in  North  Carolina  living  with  relatives  due  to  parental 
tdrug  abuse.  The  burning  of  black  churches.  People 
|  suffering  daily  from  hunger,  abuse,  neglect.  The  scourge 
|  of  AIDS.  A  bomb  exploding  at  the  Atlanta  Olympics. 
Hurricane  Bertha.  Hurricane  Fran.  In  all  things  give 
thanks?  Thanks  for  what? 

Even  though  our  Diocesan  Convention  is  in  February, 
I  am  thinking  about  the  theme,  "In  Every  Thing,  Give 
Thanks,"  during  the  season  of  Advent,  and  they  seem 
linked.  Linked  because  Christmas  is  the  season  that 
exposes  the  diversity  of  people  who  took  God's 


The  Labyrinth  at  Church  of  the  Servant 
is  open  to  the  public  the  third  weekend 
of  each  month. 


1997 

Fri.,  Jan.  17,  7-10  pm 
Fri.,  Feb.  14,  7  -  10  pm 
Fri.,  Mar.  14,7-  10  pm 
Sat.,  Jan.  18,  8  am  -  noon 
Sat.,  Feb.  15,  8  am  -  noon 
Sat.,  Mar.  15,  8  am  -  noon 

Church  of  the  Servant  is  located 
at  4925  Oriole  Drive  in  Wilmington. 
Please  contact  the  church  office 
to  schedule  additional  dates,  910/395-1600. 


appearance  in  their  lives  seriously  and  the  pathos  of  those 
who  did  not.  Mary,  the  shepherds,  the  Magi  and  evil 
King  Herod  all  took  God's  appearance  in  their  lives  very 
seriously.  The  innkeeper,  good  person  that  she  probably 
was,  did  not  take  God's  appearance  seriously  because  it 
was  beyond  the  innkeeper's  imagination  that  the  Ruler  of 
the  Universe  could  appear  unannounced  and  unheralded 
in  the  midst  of  a  busy,  workaday  life.  Sometimes  in  life, 
it  is  not  only  the  "good  people"  who  take  God  seriously, 
and  not  just  the  "evil  folk"  who  ignore  God's  appearance. 

Evil  in  our  world  takes  God's  appearance  in  life  very 
seriously.  Why?  Because  the  appearance  of  God  in 
human  life  means  that  the  sway  of  evil  over  humankind 
has  been  broken  in  principle  and  that  the  reign  of  God  is 
growing  in  fact.  The  power  of  evil  becomes  more  frantic 
and  frenzied  as  it  realizes  that  its  days  are  numbered.  Of 
course  we  will  see  evil  in  the  world,  and  even  in  even  in 
the  Church.  Where  more  clearly  will  the  darkness  and 
distortion  of  evil  be  displayed  than  in  the  heavenly  light 
of  God's  love  and  goodness  evidenced  by  lives  of  joyful 
service? 

Certainly  I  don't  mean  to  give  thanks  for  that  which 
oppresses  or  demeans  in  human  life.  You  and  I  as 
Christians  are  committed,  by  our  very  baptismal  vows,  to 
resist  evil,  to  strive  for  justice  and  peace,  to  seek  and 
serve  Christ  in  all  persons  and  to  respect  the  dignity  of 
every  human  being  (The  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  pp. 
304-305).  What  I  do  want  to  give  thanks  for  is  for  die  life 
and  witness  of  Christians  who  willingly  and  gladly  give 
of  themselves  and  their  resources  to  minister  to  the 
heartache  of  the  world.  I  give  thanks  for  a  Diocese  that 
has  firmly  set  its  feet  on  the  path  of  servant  ministries.  As 
I  travel  through  this  Diocese,  I  find  myself  giving  thanks 
again  and  again  for  the  wonderful  ways  I  see  my  brothers 
and  sisters  in  Christ  helping  those  in  need.  I  give  thanks 
for  food  banks  and  soup  kitchens  (Members  of  the 
diocesan  staff  and  I  work  in  a  soup  kitchen  in  Kinston  one 
day  a  month  ...  is  there  a  helping  ministry  near  you  that 
you  might  give  a  day  a  month  to?);  I  give  thanks  for  the 
vital  ministry  to  youth  that  our  Diocese  provides;  for  our 
work  among  migrant  farm  workers  and  Hispanics.  I  give 
thanks  for  faithful,  holy  and  life-giving  worship  week  by 
week,  and  for  faithful  ministers  -  lay  and  ordained  -  who 
serve  the  people  and  parishes  of  this  Diocese.  I  give 
thanks  for  new  congregations  forming  in  our  midst.  I 
give  thanks  for  those  who  sing  God's  praises  in  choirs, 
and  for  those  who  lovingly  tend  the  Altar;  for  those  who 
give  of  themselves  teaching  our  children  and  working 
with  youth  in  their  parish  setting.  I  give  thanks  for  the 
warm  and  gracious  welcome  extended  by  this  Diocese  to 


my  family  and  me  earlier  this  year  as  we  made  the 
transition  from  one  life  and  ministry  to  another.  I  give 
thanks  for  the  work  of  the  Spirit  as  new  members  are 
brought  into  the  love  and  fellowship  extended  by  a  parish 
community.  I  give  thanks  for  all  who  take  the  appearance 
of  God  in  their  life  seriously  and  respond  with  joyful  and 
loving  service. 

In  Every  Thing,  Give  Thanks?  Even  in  the  face  of  so 
much  that  is  troublesome  and  vexing  and  hurtful  in  our 
world?  You  bet!  For  you  and  I,  like  countless  others  in 
this  and  every  generation,  follow  One  who  urges  us  to  be 
of  good  cheer,  for  He  has  overcome  the  world.  I,  like  you, 
seek  to  follow  joyfully  in  the  footsteps  of  the  One  who 
calls  us  to  minister  to  the  needs  and  heartache  of  the  world 
in  the  company  of  fellow  believers.  And  in  that  call  a 
promise  resides:  that  in  so  following  and  so  giving 
ourselves  in  loving  service,  we  will  find  a  joy  that  the 
world  and  all  its  ills  can  neither  give  nor  take  away.  For 
in  serving  Christ  through  ministering  to  our  neighbor  we 
find,  as  we  can  in  no  other  way,  a  river  of  living  water  that 
wells  up  into  eternal  life. 

Sheila  Thompson  Walker 

School  Principal,  Goldsboro 

"In  All  Things  Give  Thanks"  —  what  a  gentle  yet 
powerful  reminder  of  what  I  should  be  doing  every  day  as 
I  live  my  life.  Often  it's  so  easy  to  think  that  things  just 
happen  because  they're  supposed  to  happen  that  way  or 
because  I  did  every  thing  necessary  to  make  them  happen. 
The  reality  of  it  all  is  that  nothing  happens  that  is  not 
God's  will. 

It's  so  easy  to  take  life  and  its  gifts  for  granted.  I  just 
know  that  the  sun  will  come  up  in  the  morning.  I  know 
that  I  will  have  food  to  eat,  shelter  in  which  to  live,  and 
friends  and  family  to  love  and  care  about  me.  I  also  know 
that  every  thing  is  a  gift  from  God.  Yet  how  often  do  I 
really  say  thank  you  God  for  everything?  Not  often 
enough.  I  must  do  better. 


Clergy  Photo 


>-i 


A  clergy  photo  will  be  taken  before  the  opening 
service  of  the  Diocesan  Convention.  Please  plan  to 
be  at  St.  Paul's,  robed  and  ready  by  7:30  pm.  . 


Learning  to  Give  Thanks 

In  'Every  'Th in g  Cjivc  Thanks  •  Qo&toves  a  joxjfui giver 
It  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive 


No  one  can  argue  with  the  truth  of  these  statements,  yet  at  some  point  most  of  us  have  thought  to  ourselves, 
that's  easy  to  say ,  but  much  harder  to  do.  As  Bishop  Sanders  once  reminded  us  in  the  video,  Coming  into  Our 
Full  Humanity,  giving,  like  everything  else,  is  easier  if  we  practice.  That  is  where  the  stewardship  consultants 
sponsored  by  the  Stewardship  Commission  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  can  help. 

The  Stewardship  Commission  offers  the  hopeful  approach  to  stewardship  education.  They  acknowledge 
God  as  the  creator  of  all  things  and  humanity  as  the  recipient  and  user  of  God's  gifts.  God's  greatest  gift  to  us  has 
been  the  gift  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ  and  through  Him  we  have  been  given  the  opportunity  to  live  in  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  We  give  because  that  is  one  way  we  have  of  expressing  our  gratitude  to  God  for  these  gifts. 

With  the  stewardship  consultants,  there  is  no  guilt,  no  pressure.  Our  stewardship  -  the  stewardship  of  our 
lives  and  of  our  possessions  —  is  a  grace  response,  not  the  result  of  a  fund  raising  process. 

The  stewardship  consultants  work  with  parishes  throughout  the  year  to  help  open  avenues  for  such  a  grace 
response.  Stewardship  consultants  help  individuals  examine  their  own  beliefs  about  giving.  They  help  parish  to 
involve  and  educate  more  parishioners  about  Christian  stewardship.  They  provide  an  conduit  for  God's  grace  in 
our  live.  In  short,  they  make  practicing  easier. 

If  you  are  interested  in  learning  more  about  the  work  of  the  diocesan  stewardship  consultants,  take  a  moment 
on  the  opening  day  of  the  diocesan  convention  to  stop  by  the  Stewardship  Dialogue  Session  from  4  pm  to  5  pm 
in  the  Carolina  Room  or  attend  the  Stewardship  Conference  at  Trinity  Center,  March  7-8. 
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1997  Convencion  de  la  Diocesis  -  El  Tiempo  De  Dar  Gracias 


El  ano  de  1996  fue  excelente  para  la  Diocesis  de 
Carolina  del  Este,  una  campana  por  $4. 1  million  de- 
capital;  una  convencion  especial  para  la  eleccion  y 
consagracion  del  Obispo  Coadjutor  el  Mas  Reverendo 
Clifton  Daniel,  3rd,  y  dos  huracanes  —  "Bertha  y 
Fran."  Por  todos  esos  sucedimientos  pasados  -  el  tema 
de  la  114  Convencion  annual  de  esta  Diocesis  es,  "Por 
Todo  Demos  Gracias." 

Los  miembros  de  esta  Diocesis  tienen  muchas 
cosas  por  las  cuales  daran  "gracias"  en  la  convencion. 
La  cual  sera  celebrada  en  el  Hotel  Hilton,  Wilmington, 
los  dias  6,  7,  y  8  de  Febrero.  Esta  sera  una  perfecta 
oportunidad  para  regocijarce,  reunirse  todos  a  dar 
"gracias."  El  comite  de  la  convencion  junto  al  comite 
local  del  Deanery  de  Lower  Cape  Fear  han  ido  a  gran 
estremos  para  organizar  una  convencion  que  sea 
productive  y  la  vez  agradable. 

Convencion  abre  Temprano 

Esta  convencion  abrira  oficialmente  con  siete 
dialogos  en  sesiones  separadas  una  al  otro.  Los 
delegados  y  visitantes  podran  atender  una  o  varias  de 
estas  sesiones  de  3  a  5  pm  en  la  tarde  de  Jueves,  6  de 
Febrero.  Las  sesiones  estan  divididas  en  esta  manera; 
Formacion  Cristiana;  Desarollo  de  Congregaciones; 
Misioneros  Remoto;  Comunicaciones;  Ofrecimientos; 
Agencias  y  Instituciones  de  la  Iglesia  Episcopal;  y  los 
Delgados  de  la  Convencion  General. 

Durante  las  sesiones  los  diferente  departamientos  y 
cabezas  de  comites  daran  sus  reportes  al  cuerpo  de  la 
convencion.  La  majoria  del  tiempo  sera  dedicado  en 
discusiones.  Sera  esta  una  oportunidad  excelente  para 
los  delegados  y  alternativos  hacer  preguntas,  expresar 
opiniones  y  compartir  ideas  sobre  los  trabajos  y 
ministerios  de  la  Diocesis.  Tambien  sera  un  tiempo 
excelente  para  revisitar  las  necesidades  y  objetos 
identificados  en  la  conferencia  de  "Necesidades  y 
Objetos." 

Es  el  deseo  del  comite  de  convencion  que  esto  sea 
un  verdadero  proceso  de  aprender  para  los  delegados, 
alternativos  al  igual  las  cabezas  de  departamientos  y 


comites.  Todos  deben  planear  attender  estas  sesiones. 

Delegados  de  la  convencion  se  reuniran  esa  noche 
en  San  Pablos  a  las  8  pm  para  un  servicio  de 
Sacramentos.  (Hay  transportacion  del  Hotel  Hilton  a 
San  Pablo).  Este  servicio  empieza  con  una  procecion 
de  banderas,  musica,  y  el  Sagrado  Espiritu  entre  todos 
—  combinando  jubilosamente  la  expresion  que  la 
presencia  de  Dios  esta  en  nuestro  Diocesis.  Todos  los 
miembros  de  esta  Diocesis  estan  invitados  a  compartir 
en  los  servicios  y  la  recepcion  que  sigue. 

Empieza  el  Trabajo 

Siguiendo  las  Oraciones  de  la  Manana  a  las  8:30 
am  Viernes  7  de  Febrero,  la  sesion  legislativa  de  la 
convencion  empezara  y  seguira  Sabado  por  la  manana. 
Durante  la  sesiones  legislativa,  resoluciones  y  cambios 
canonicales  se  discutiran;  se  llenaran  los  comites  de  la 
Diocesis  y  los  cuerpos  gubernantes;  tambien  se  votara 
por  el  presupuesto.  Los  articulos  legislativos  seran 
presentado  el  viernes  por  la  manana,  y  discuciones  por 
la  tarde  de  3:45-5  pm. 

Tiempo  de  Musica  y  Gracias 

El  Viernes  los  delegados  paursaran  antes  de  medio 
dia  a  dar  "gracias,"  consentrando  en  el  tema  de  la 
convencion  "Por  todo  Demos  Gracia."  Despues  de 
Oraciones  del  Medio  Dia,  almuerzo  sera  en  la  Iglesia 
de  San  Jaime. 

Para  los  amantes  de  musica,  a  las  6  pm  en  la 
Iglesia  de  los  Servientes  habran  canciones  de  tarde. 
Visitar  esta  Iglesia  es  una  placer  en  si  mismo.  En  la 
nueva  area  de  adoracion  los  acousticos  fueron 
designado  especialmente  para  realzar  la  belleza  de 
musica  Anglica. 

Sin  duda  el  banquete  del  Viernes  por  la  noche  sera 
lo  mas  elegante.  El  Choral  de  Carteret  va  a 
entretenerlos  con  canciones  de  Broadway  y  Teologia 
con  aproximadamente  40-50  voces  bajo  a  la  direccion 
de  Lawrence  Stith.  El  Mas  Reverendo  B.  Sidney 
Sanders  hablara  sobre  la  teologia  dramatizada  en  los 


espectaculos  de  Broadway. 

Para  atender  el  banquete  tienen  que  tener  taquilla. 
Los  delegados  y  alternativos  registrado  para  la 
convencion,  tienen  incluido  taquillas  en  su  paquetes.  Si 
desean  obtener  taquillas  antes  de  la  convencion  llamen 
la  Oficina  de  la  Diocesis  y  hablen  con  JoEllen  Davis 
(919-522-0885). 

Compartiendo  el  Espiritu 

Si  nunca  han  ido  a  una  convencion  de  la  Diocesis, 
traten  de  ir  a  compartir  del  espiritu,  saquen  un 
momento  y  vayan  a  los  servicios  religiosos  o  una 
sesion  legislativa.  La  convencion  promete  una 
verdadera  vista  en  la  Diocesis  de  Carolina  del  Este. 
Van  a  descubris  un  ministerio  asombroso,  gente 
simpaticas,  y  la  mano  de  Dios  en  su  trabajo. 


> 
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Padre  Nick  Ibarra,  San  Mateo  —  7996  Convencion 


SCHEDULE  OF  DIALOGUE  SESSIONS 


Congregation  &  Development 

-  Magnolia  Room 


3  -  3:20  pm 
3:30  -  3:50  pm 

4  -  4:20  pm 

4:30-4:50  pm 


Goals  and  Aspirations 
The  Future  of  the  Church 
The  Future  of  the  Church 
in  East  Carolina 
Being  Heard  in  the 
Marketplace  of  Ideas 


4 -4: 10  pm 


Stewardship 

-  Carolina  Room 


Overview  of  Stewardship 
Commission's  work  presented  by 
Nancy  Broadwell 


Communication 

-  Carolina  Room 


3 -3:10  pm 


3:10-3:20  pm 
3:30 -  3:40  pm 
3:40-3:50  pm 


Overview  of  Communication 
work  being  done  —  Cross 
Current.  Audio  tapes.  Adver- 
tising, Workshops 
Suggestions  for  Cross  Current 
Feedback  on  Advertising 
Ideas  for  Workshops 


Institutions/Agencies 
of  Episcopal  Church 

-  Cape  Fear  Room 

3-  3:10  pm  Opening  Prayer  and  Welcome 

3:10  -  3:30  pm       Kanuga  Episcopal  Conference  Center, 

Albert  Gooch  presentor 
3:30-3:40  pm  Break 

3:40  -  4:00  pm       Thompson  Children  Home,  Dr.  Frank 
Kuhn,  Executive  Director,  Presentor 

4 -  4:10pm  Break 

4: 1 0  -  4:30  pm      St.  Augustine's  College 


Christian  Formation 

-  Azalea  Room 

3  pm        Welcome  &  introduction 
3:05  pm     Family  Ministries 

3:15  pm    Cursillo  -  The  Rev.  Richard  Warner,  Mr. 

Fred  Spruill,  Mr.  Larry  Hathcock  presentors 
3:30  pm  EFM 

3:45  pm    DOCC  -  The  Rev.  Russell  Johnson 

4  pm  Break 

4: 10  pm    Diocesan  Resource  Center 
4:15  pm    Developing  Christian  Education 
in  a  Small  Church 

5  pm  Close 


General  Convention  Deputies 

-  Tidewater  Room 


Session  I:  3  -  3:45  pm 

Session  II:  4  -  4:45  pm 
Both     sessions     will     include     a     discussion  of 
Lutheran/Episcopal    Concordant   and  air   time  — 
discussion  of  any  concerns  on  the  minds  of  the 
convention  members. 


Missionary  Outreach 

-  Dogwood/Camellia  Room 


3  pm 
3  pm 


3:45  -  5  pm 


Introduction  by  the 
Rev.  Charles  Grill 
Five  Minute  Slide  Presentation 
on  each  outreach  ministry 
followed  by  five  minutes  for 
questions  and  inquiries.  The 
ministries  will  be  presented  in 
the  following  order: 

1 .  Albemarle  Manna 

2.  Ecumenical  Relations 

3.  Companion  Diocese:  Puerto  Rico 

4.  Shepard's  Staff 

5.  Episcopal  Farmworkers'  Ministry 

6.  San  Mateo 

7.  Good  Shepard  House 

8.  United  Christian  Ministry: 
University  of  North  Carolina 
-  Wilmington 

9.  Episcopal  Campus  Ministry: 
East  Carolina  University 

10.  Prison  Ministry:  Prison 
Commission 

1 1 .  Sheperd's  Staff 

Time  to  make  personal  contact  with 
representatives  of  various  outreach 
ministries 


Cr*ss  Current 
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Resolutions  Submitted 
for  the  1997  Diocesan  Convention 


1.  Resolution  to  Dispense  with  the  Reading  of  Some  Resolutions 

Resolution  submitted  by  The  Rev.  Lucy  B.  Talbott,  Chair,  Resolutions 
Committee,  and  passed  at  the  1996  Diocesan  Convention.  Reconsider  for 
the  purpose  of  amending: 

Whereas  time  is  of  the  essence  at  Diocesan  convention;  and 

Whereas  all  resolutions  can  be  reproduced  and  read  by  the  delegates; 

Be  it  therefore  resolved  that  the  Convention  will  dispense  with  the  reading 
of  the  resolutions  on  the  first  day  of  business,  except  that  those  resolutions 
giving  thanks  for  the  lives  and  ministries  of  persons  in  the  Diocese  which 
are  two  hundred  words  or  less  will  continue  to  be  read  aloud;  and 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  resolutions  other  than  thanksgivings,  as  noted 
above,  will  be  identified  on  the  first  day  of  business  and  revisited  on  the 
second  day  of  business  in  the  Convention  prior  to  action  on  them. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

The  Rev.  Bill  Trimble,  Jr. 

St.  Andrew's  On-the-Sound,  Wilmington 


2.  Resolution  Concerning  Legislative  Response  to  Deanery  Actions 

Whereas  Deaneries  discuss  matters  of  importance  to  diocesan  constituents, 

And  whereas,  these  constituents  may  choose  to  request  actions  in  response 
to  their  concerns  and  interests, 

And  whereas,  tabling  or  otherwise  failing  to  take  action  can  be  seen  as  a 
failure  to  take  seriously  such  concerns. 

Now  therefore  be  it  resolved  that  any  motion/resolution  sent  from  a 
Deanery  to  Executive  Council  or  to  any  other  legislative  body  of  the  diocese 
may  be  tabled  or  have  action  deferred  only  to  a  time  certain. 

Submitted  for  the  Pamlico  Deanery  by  Jo  Ann  Bell,  Dean 

3.  A  Resolution  to  Create  a  New  Deanery 

Be  it  resolved  that  the  1 14th  Annual  Convention  of  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina  amend  the  Diocesan  Canons  as  necessary  so  that  Trinity  Deanery 
subsequently  may  be  realigned  for  a  more  manageable  and  cohesive  size; 
and  if  necessary  to  create  a  new  Deanery  upon  recommendations  to  be  made 
by  Trinity  and  adjacent  Deanery  Councils. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 
William  S.  Brettmann,  Dean 
on  behalf  of  Trinity  Deanery 


4.  Resolution  to  Seat  Deans  At  Diocesan  Convention 

Whereas,  the  Deaneries  exist  in  order  to  enhance  our  life,  mission  and 
ministry  as  a  Diocese;  and 

Whereas,  Diocesan  Convention  meets  annually  to  conduct  the  business  of 
the  Diocese;  and 

Whereas,  said  business  is  informed  and  carried  out  during  the  year  by 
Executive  Council  who  in  turn  is  informed  by  Deanery  Councils;  and 

Whereas,  Deans  are  critical  persons  for  effective  communication  among 
these  bodies; 

Now  therefore  be  it  resolved  that  Deans  be  given  seat,  voice  and  vote  at 
the  Diocesan  Convention. 

Respectfully  submitted. 
The  Rev.  Lucy  B.  Talbott 
St.  Paul's  in  the  Pines 

Chair  of  the  Committee  on  the  evaluation  of  the  deaneries 


5.  Resolution  Concerning  Deanery  Councils 

and  the  Creative  Christian  Stewardship  Committee 

Whereas,  Deanery  Councils  are  asked  to  evaluate  requests  for  Creative 
Christian  Stewardship  grants  that  arise  from  within  the  Deaneries  and  make 
recommendations  about  them  to  the  Creative  Christian  Stewardship 
Committee, 

Be  it  resolved  that  the  Creative  Christian  Stewardship  Committee  publish 
its  guidelines  for  grants  with  all  members  of  the  Deanery  Councils,  the 
Executive  Council,  and  in  Cross  Current  annually  or  whenever  they 
change,  whichever  comes  first,  commencing  on  March  1,  1997;  and 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  the  Creative  Christian  Stewardship  Committee 
seeks  the  advice  of  the  Deanery  Councils  when  revising  guidelines;  and 

Be  it  finally  resolved  that  all  concerned  with  the  grant  requests  abide  by 
said  guidelines. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
The  Rev.  Lucy  B.  Talbott 
St.  Paul's  in  the  Pines 
Executive  Council 


6.  Resolution  Concerning  Ordained  Ministries 

Whereas,  the  1996  Convention  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  received  a 
challenge  from  the  Rev.  Ben  Helmer,  Canon  Missioner  of  the  Diocese  of 
West  Missouri  to  think  about  new  and  exciting  ways  of  ministry; 

And  whereas,  economic  viability  and  location  pose  significant  challenges 


to  many  Episcopal  parishes  seeking  sacramental  leadership,  both  here  in 
East  Carolina  and  in  the  greater  Church; 

And  whereas,  new  and  innovative  configurations  of  such  leadership  are 
being  developed  throughout  the  Church  (e.g.  Canon  9,  shared  ministries, 
yoked  congregations,  etc.); 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  the  one  hundred  and  fourteenth  Convention 
of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  direct  the  Diocesan  Commission  on  Ministry 
and  the  Committee  for  Congregations  and  Development  to  participate 
actively  in  the  developments,  consideration,  and  evaluation  of  new 
approaches  and  configurations  of  ordained  ministry  in  order  that  the  people 
of  God  may  serve  appropriately  in  any  place  or  situation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
The  Rev.  Martha  A.  Honaker 
The  Rev.  Ronald  G.  Abrams 


7.  Resolution  on  Committee  Representation 

Whereas,  the  Episcopal  Churches  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  fund 
significant  programs  of  missionary  outreach  through  a  budget  accepted  by 
each  Annual  Convention;  and 

Whereas,  members  of  the  Department  of  Missionary  Outreach  currently 
consist  of  a  Chairman.  Executive  Council  representative,  and  primarily 
leaders  of  the  component  ministries  (i.e.  the  funded  programs);  and 

Whereas,  the  budget  requests  and  monetary  allocations  for  funded  programs 
are  considered  by  members  directly  involved  in  the  component  ministries 
who  are  given  voice  and  vote;  and 

Whereas,  our  deaneries  are  relatively  uninvolved  in  the  process  of  raising  a 
vision  for  diocesan  missionary  outreach  with  the  consequence  that  our 
programs  of  outreach  remain  detached  from  the  mainstream  of 
communication  to  and  understanding  by  the  churches  which  form  the 
diocese; 

Be  it  therefore  resolved  that  this  convention  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 
act  to  strengthen  the  participation  of  our  congregations  in  the  corporate 
missionary  outreach  of  this  diocese  by: 

1 .  Allowing  component  members  of  Missionary  Outreach  (the  funded 
programs)  to  be  represented  by  person(s)  with  voice  but  not  vote; 

2.  Giving  each  of  the  Deanery's  Deans  authority  and  charge  to  appoint 
a  representative  from  their  respective  Deanery  who  will  serve  a  three 
year  term  as  member  of  the  Department  of  Missionary  Outreach  with 
voice  and  vote.  Such  a  person  should  be  enthusiastic  about  missionary 
outreach  and  shall  attend  Deanery  meeting,  report  regularly,  and 
thereby  communicate  to  and  from  the  congregations  of  said  deanery 
on  objectives  and  goals  related  to  our  diocesan  missionary  outreach. 
This  member,  a  Deanery  representative,  may  be  re-appointed  at  the 
end  of  three  years. 

3.  Three  (3)  additional  members  with  voice  and  vote  appointed  by 
the  Bishop  at  Annual  Convention  to  serve  a  three  year  term  and 
staggered  so  that  one  person  is  appointed  each  year.  The  first  year 
all  three  are  to  be  appointed  one  for  a  oneyear  term,  one  for  a  two 
year  term  and  one  for  a  three  year  term.  The  Chairman  of  the 
Department  of  Missionary  Outreach  to  be  appointed  shall  be  the 
appointee  with  the  one  year  term  on  the  first  appointment.  These 
appointed  members  may  be  re-appointed  at  the  end  of  their  terms 
to  three-year  terms  at  the  discretion  of  the  Bishop. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 
The  Rev.  Charles  E.  Gill 
Chair  of  Missionary  Outreach 


8.  Resolution  on  Sabbatical  Leave 

Inasmuch  as  the  Commission  on  Ministry  believes  that; 

1 .  A  planned  sabbatical  leave  is  an  exciting  and  worthwhile  concept  for 
clergy,  renewal  and  professional  development,  in  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina  and  the  congregations  (or  diocese)  in  their  charge; 

2.  There  is  general  support  for  such  a  program  throughout  the  Diocese 
of  East  Carolina; 

3.  A  sensible  sabbatical  leave  policy  will  enhance  our  ability  to  attract 
and  retain  the  high  caliber  of  pastoral  talent  we  seek; 

Be  it  therefore  resolved  that  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina: 

A.  Adopt  the  aforementioned  policy  and  guidelines  on  sabbatical  leaves; 

B.  Establish  a  Diocesan  Sabbatical  Committee  whose  function  will  be 
threefold: 

1 .  Create,  administer  and  oversee  the  professional  manage- 
ment of  an  East  Carolina  Sabbatical  Endowment  Fund; 

2.  Create  and  maintain  sabbatical  resources  to  assist  eligible 
clergy  persons  who  request  help  in  planning  their 
sabbatical  leave  program; 

3.  Develop  a  universal  set  of  diocesan  parish  sabbatical 
objectives;  and  evaluate,  measure  and  report  annually  to 
the  Bishop,  the  degree  to  which  these  objectives  are  being 
met,  and  recommend  changes  as  deemed  necessary  for 
their  achievement; 

C.  Communicate  the  sabbatical  leave  program  to  all  diocesan  parish  clergy, 
vestries  and  congregations  such  that  they  make  their  best  efforts  to 
participate  in  making  the  concept  a  reality. 


Submitted  on  behalf  of  the  Commission  on  Ministry  by  The  Rev.  Philip  R. 
Glick,  Chairperson 


9.  Resolution  to  Amend  Title  II: 

Deaneries,  Canon  I,  Section  3.  Deanery  Councils 

Whereas  the  current  deanery  structure  limits  voting  membership  from  each 
parish  to  its  Deanery  Council  to  one  lay  representative  and  one  clergy 
person. 

And  whereas,  greater  involvement  in  deanery  discussions  and  programs 
would  serve  as  a  useful  communication  device  from  congregations  to  the 
diocese  as  well  as  from  the  diocese  to  congregations. 

And  whereas,  having  persons  engaged  in  ongoing  discussions  of  diocesan 
matters  throughout  the  year  will  result  in  a  more  informed  convention. 

Now  therefore  be  it  resolved  that  Title  II,  Deaneries,  Canon  1,  Section  3  be 
amended  to  provide  that  membership  of  each  Deanery  Council  shall  consist 
of  all  elected  lay  delegates  to  the  annual  Convention  and  all  clergy  "entitled 
to  seats"  at  the  annual  Convention  (as  specified  under  Title  1,  Canon  I, 
Sections  I  and  2)  from  parishes  in  that  deanery,  with  each  delegate  having 
both  voice  and  vote  on  the  Deanery  Council. 

Submitted  on  behalf  of  the  Pamlico  Deanery  by  Jo  Ann  Bell,  Dean 


10.  Resolution  to  Amend  Title  I,  Canon  8, 

Section  3.  of  Canons  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 

Whereas  the  current  Canons  provide  for  Executive  Council  membership  of 
26  persons,  20  of  whom  represent  deaneries; 

And  whereas,  the  size  of  the  Executive  Council  as  currently  constituted  is 

such  that  the  effective  conduct  of  diocesan  business  is  difficult; 

And  whereas,  an  increase  the  number  of  deaneries  would  further  enlarge  the 

Executivecouncil; 

Now  therefore  be  it  resolved  that  Canon  8,  Section  3.  (c  ii)  be  amended  as 
follows 

(ii)  2  members  per  Deanery  will  represent  the  Deaneries  of  the  Diocese,  one 
clergy  person  and  one  lay  person  who  are  confirmed  communicants  in  good 
standing  from  each  said  Deanery,  nominated  by  the  Deanery  Council  under 
guidelines  published  by  the  Secretary  from  time  to  time  and  elected  by 
Convention  annually  as  set  forth  herein. 

Submitted  on  behalf  of  the  Pamlico  Deanery  by  Jo  Ann  Bell,  Dean 


11.  Resolution  to  Amend  Title  I,  Canon  8, 

Section  4.  of  Canons  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 

Whereas,  effective  membership  on  the  Executive  Council  requires  one  to 
become  informed  about  a  broad  spectrum  of  diocesan  matters, 

And  whereas,  under  the  current  two-year  term  of  membership  on  the 
Executive  Council,  members  find  that  they  spend  much  of  their  term 
acquiring  the  level  of  expertise  needed  to  function  effectively, 

Now  therefore  be  it  resolved  that  Canon  8,  Section  4.  be  revised  to  provide 
for  three  year  terms  on  the  Executive  Council. 

Submitted  on  behalf  of  the  Pamlico  Deanery  by  Jo  Ann  Bell,  Dean 


12.  Proposed  Amendment  of  Diocesan  Constitution 

ARTICLE  VII  --  When  to  Vote  by  Orders,  When  to  Vote  by  Orders 
and  Parishes,  When  to  Vote  by  Delegates 

Section  1.  (A).  Unless  otherwise  provided,  voting  upon  all  questions  before 
the  Convention  shall  be  by  Delegates,  with  a  simple  majority  of  all  ballots  cast 
to  determine  the  issue. 

(B)  .  Upon  any  question  before  the  Convention  when  it  may  be  required  by  any 
one  clerical  or  lay  member,  the  two  orders  shall  vote  separately.  Ir  a  vote  by 
Orders  is  required,  each  clerical  member  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote  and  each 
lay  member  to  one  vote,  and  a  concurrence  of  majorities  of  both  orders  shall  be 
necessary  to  a  decision. 

(C)  .  A  vote  by  Orders  and  Parishes  is  required  in  the  election  of  a  Bishop,  or 
Bishop  Coadjutor,  or  a  Bishop  Suffragan,  as  provided  by  Article  XIII.  A  vote 
by  Orders  and  Parishes  is  required  to  amend  this  Constitution,  as  provided  by 
Article  XVI.  If  a  vote  by  Orders  and  Parishes  is  required,  each  clerical 
member  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote  and  each  Parish  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
same  number  of  votes  as  the  number  of  its  lay  delegates.  For  example,  a  Parish 
with  five  lay  delegates  shall  be  entitled  to  five  votes,  and  a  Parish  with  four  lay 
delegates  shall  be  entitled  to  four  votes.  A  vote  by  Orders  and  Parishes  shall  be 
conducted  in  this  manner:  First,  a  quorum  for  the  purpose  of  voting  shall  be 
necessary.  A  quorum  for  voting  by  orders  and  Parishes  shall  mean  the 
presence  of  a  majority  of  all  clergy  entitled  to  seat  and  vote  (exclusive  of  non- 
parochial  clergy),  and  the  presence  of  delegates  of  two-thirds  of  the  Parishes 
entitled  to  representation  and  vote.  Second,  the  vote  shall  be  taken  by  first 
calling  the  roll  of  the  clergy  with  each  clerical  member  depositing  his  or  her 
ballot  with  the  Tellers,  and  then  calling  the  roll  of  the  Parishes  with  one  lay 
delegate  depositing  the  ballots  of  the  Parish  with  the  Tellers.  Third,  a  majority 
of  both  Orders  on  the  same  ballot  shall  be  required  for  an  election  or  an 
affirmative  vote  to  amend  the  Constitution. 

Section  2.  All  elections  shall  be  by  ballot  unless  otherwise  unanimously 
ordered. 

Submitted  by  the  Rev.  Robert  B.  Hobgood 
President,  Standing  Committee 

Amendments  to  the  Constitution  require  passage  at  two  consecutive 
conventions. 


vr 


Nominations 


The  following  are  the  nominations  for  diocesan 
offices  which  were  received  by  Dec.  31.  A  com- 
plete list  of  all  nominations  received  will  be 
available  at  the  diocesan  convention. 

EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL 

According  to  the  Canons  of  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina,  the  Executive  Council  is  charged  with 
administering  and  carrying  on  the  missionary, 
educational  and  social  work  of  this  Diocese.  The 
Council  exercises  the  powers  of  the  diocesan 
convention  between  its  annual  meetings. 

The  twenty-six  members  of  Executive  Council 
are  elected  by  the  diocesan  convention.  There  are 
six  "at-large"  members,  three  of  whom  are 
clergypersons  and  three  of  whom  are  lay  persons. 
The  remaining  twenty  elected  members  represent 
the  deaneries.  Each  deanery  nominates  two  clergy 
and  two  lay  representatives.  Members  are  elected 
for  two  year  terms.  The  full  slate  of  deanery 
representatives  to  Executive  Council  is  approved  by 
acclamation  at  the  Diocesan  Convention. 

Pamlico  Deanery 

Lay:  June  Liverman,  St.  Georges,  Lake  Landing 
Clergy:  Bo  Etters,  Trinity,  Chocowinity 

Trinity  Deanery 

Lay:  David  Jones,  Christ  Church,  New  Bern 
Clergy:  Elaine  Irving,  St.  Anne's,  Jacksonville 

Jim  Cooke,  St.  Anne's,  Jacksonville 

(filling  unexpired  term) 

At-Large 

J.  Ramsey  (Jim)  Speer 

St.  Peter's,  Washington 
Diocesan  Involvement: 

Delegate,  114th  Annual 
Convention;  in  Texas,  4 
terms  on  Executive 
Council;  2  terms  on 
Standing  Committee; 
15  years  on  Texas  Lay- 
man's Steering 
Committee 
Parish  Involvement: 
Member  of  Vestry 
(1996-1998);  Sunday  School  Teacher;  Chairman, 
Refugee  Resettlement  Committee;  Eagles'  Wings 
Jim  Speer  has  followed  a  life  of  service  to  the 
Episcopal  Church  on  both  a  parish  and  diocesan 
level  wherever  he  has  lived.  In  his  three  years  at  St. 
Peter's,  he  has  demonstrated  his  strong  faith  and 
concern  for  lay  ministry,  and  continues  to  challenge 
us  to  respond  positively  to  the  charge  of  mission  and 
ministry  given  each  of  us  by  our  Lord.  He  would  be 


a  fine  representative  to  serve  on  the  Executive 
Council. 

Nominated  by:  Barbara  K.  Walker 


Simon  Whitehead  ■■■■RI^^H^^ral 

St.  Thomas,  Oriental 

Parish  Involvement:  Member  of  Vestry;  Jr. 
Warden;  Acolyte  Director;  Church  School  Teacher 
Simon  has  a  sincere  desire  to  serve  the  Church  on  a 
diocesan  level,  as  he  has  served  St.  Thomas  parish. 
He  is  knowledgeable  in  church  business  and  church 
programs.  Simon 's  Christian  life  began  in  the 
Church  of  England  and  his  Anglican  roots  are  deep. 
Nominated  by:  The  Rev.  Lee  Cutair 

STANDING  COMMITTEE 

According  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  the  Standing  Committee  is  elected  to  serve 
primarily  as  the  "Bishop's  Council  of  Advice."  The 
Standing  Committee's  canonical  responsibilities 
include:  giving  consent  for  the  election  and 
consecration  of  a  bishop  for  any  diocese  in  the 
Episcopal  Church;  advising  the  bishop  in  cases  of 
alienation  or  encumbrance  of  church  property; 
approving  candidates  for  ordination  and  approving 
those  seeking  ordination  as  deacons  and  priests; 
advising  the  bishop  in  cases  of  renunciation  of  the 
Ministry  by  clergy  and  in  cases  of  abandonment  of 
the  Communion  of  the  Church  by  a  priest  or 
deacon.  When  there  is  no  bishop,  the  Standing 
Committee  becomes  the  Ecclesiastical  Authority. 

The  Standing  Committee  consists  of  three 
clergypersons  of  the  Diocese  and  three  lay  persons. 
Members  are  elected  for  three  year  terms. 

The  Rev.  Charles  G.  vonRosenberg  I^Hi^HSI 

St.  James,  Wilmington 

Diocesan  Involvement:  Steering  Committee, 
Capital  Funds  Drive;  Commission  on  Ministry  (two 
dioceses);  Executive  Council  (three  dioceses); 
Deputy  to  the  General  Convention  (two  dioceses); 
Clergy  deployment  officer  (Upper  South  Carolina); 
Haiti  ministry  coordinator  (Upper  South  Carolina) 
Parish  Involvement:  rector  of  St.  James  for  three 
years;  helped  host  past  two  diocesan  conventions; 
St.  James  Shelter  organizer 
Charlie's  experience  qualifies  him  well  for  the 
Standing  Committee.  He  has  served  churches  in 
three  dioceses  during  his  ministry.  Before  coming 
to  St.  James,  he  was  Canon  to  the  Ordinary 
(Bishop's  assistant)  in  Upper  South  Carolina. 
Nominated  by:  The  Rev.  Janet  Tarbox 

Allan  Strange  ■HHHHHH^^^^^H^^BB 

St.  James,  Wilmington 

Diocesan  Involvement:  Finance  Committee  for 


Trinity  Center 

Parish  Involvement:  Vestry;  Lector;  Call 
Committee;  Capital  Fund  Committee 
Allan  has  a  true  appreciation  for  the  Church  at  the 
local  and  diocesan  level.  He  also  has  a  desire  to 
serve.  As  a  recently  retired  businessman,  Allan  is 
interested  in  devoting  more  time  and  energy  in  the 
service  of  our  Lord  through  the  Church. 
Nominated  by:  The  Rev.  Charles  vonRosenberg 

The  Rev.  William  J.  Bradbury 

St.  Peter's,  Washington 
Diocesan  Involvement: 

Commission  on  Ministry; 
Chair  of  Commission  on 
Ministry;  Spiritual  Direc- 
tor of  Cursillo  several 
times;  Past  Dean  of  the 
Pamlico  Deanery 
Parish  Involvement: 
Rector  of  St.  Peter's, 
Washington 

Bill  has  been  an  outstand- 
ing priest  in  this  diocese  for  over  eleven  years.  His 
devotion  to  our  Lord,  his  insight  and  his  experience 
will  make  him  a  very  valuable  member  of  the 
Standing  Committee.  His  knowledge  and 
understanding  of  the  Gospel  and  of  our  Church 
enhance  his  qualifications. 
Nominated  by:  Alice  W.  Lynch 


Harriette  Wagner  BnHHSIl^RBHBHHI 

St.  John's,  Wilmington 

Diocesan  Involvement:  Executive  Council;  Trinity 
Board;  ECW;  Delegate  to  Annual  Convention 
Parish  Involvement:  ECW;  Choir 
Harriette  has  serx'ed  this  diocese  faithfully  and  well 
for  many  years.  Her  knowledge  and  experience 
gives  her  great  insight  into  the  workings  of  East 
Carolina,  and  thus  makes  her  an  outstanding 
nominee  for  the  Standing  Committee. 
Nominated  by:  The  Rev.  Robert  L.  Banse,  Jr. 

BOARD  OF  THOMPSON  CHILDREN  HOME 

The  Rev.  Nan  Chandler 

All  Souls  Northwest,  Riegelwood 
Parish  Involvement:  Rector  of  All  Souls  since 
October  1995;  Supply  Priest  since  February  1994 
Nan  is  a  clinical  social  worker  involved  with  the 
treatment  of  children  who  are  experiencing  a  variety 
of  stresses  in  the  lives.  This  background  combined 
with  her  experience  in  healthcare  administration 
and  previous  board  level  participation  make  her  a 
viable  candidate  for  this  service. 
Nominated  by:  Mary  L.  Pasiosuk 


JANUARY  1997 


Building  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  in  East  Carolina 
Needs  &  Goals  for  1997 


Approximately  thirty  diocesan  leaders  gathered  at 
Trinity  Center  on  Friday,  November  5,  for  the  annual 
overnight  Needs  &  Goals  Conference.  Grounding  the 
conference  in  the  context  of  All  Saints  Day,  the 
conference  facilitator,  the  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd, 
Bishop  Coadjutor  of  East  Carolina,  opened  the 
conference  will  the  formidable  question,  "How  are  we 
going  to  go  about  building  the  kingdom  of  heaven  in  the 
coming  year?" 

He  then  listed  four  questions  that  All  Saints  Day 
presented: 

1.  To  what  greater  stewardship  are  we  called  in  the 
coming  year? 

2.  To  what  greater  servanthood  are  we  called  in  the 
coming  year? 

3.  To  what  greater  witness...? 

4.  And  to  what  greater  fellowship...? 

To  help  discern  these  questions,  participants 
engaged  in  table  discussions  of  scripture  passages, 
collects  and  hymns  appropriate  to  All  Saints  Day.  The 
exercise,  designed  by  Bishop  Daniel,  helped  identify 
God's  visions,  promises  and  challenges  for  His  people. 
Focusing  first  on  God's  will  helped  root  Saturday's 
discussion  of  the  diocese's  needs  and  goals. 

On  Saturday  through  a  creative,  somewhat  chaotic, 
yet  amazingly  effective  and  fun  process  called  an 
"affinity  grouping,"  participants  identify  the  problems, 
joys,  opportunities  and  demands  facing  us  as  a  diocese 
in  the  year  1997. 

Using  "post-it  notes"  each  table  wrote  what  they 
perceived  as  problems,  joys,  opportunities  and  demands. 
(Only  one  thought  was  on  each  "post-it.")  Each  post-it 
note  was  then  "posted"  on  a  sheet  of  newsprint  with  the 
appropriate  heading  —  problem,  joy,  demand,  etc.  Then 
came  the  fun  part  —  the  grouping  process,  described  by 
Bishop  Daniel  as  simultaneous  silent  sorting. 

Participants  were  given  the  following  instructions: 

1.  Group  "post-its"  together  in  clumps. 

2.  Group  post-its  based  on  intuition  not  intellect. 
(Don't  use  the  thinking  part  of  your  brain.) 

3.  Place  things  togehter  because  you  believe  they 
belong  together,  not  necessarily  because  they 
traditionally  go  together.  (Grouping  isn't  logical.) 

4.  Everyone  groups  simultaneously. 

5.  No  talking  during  the  process. 

6.  Groups  could  be  one  "post-it"  or  many. 

7.  More  groups  were  better  than  fewer  groups. 
After  time  spent  silently  grouping,  ungrouping  and 

regrouping  the  post-its,  some  order  did  begin  to  arise. 
Once  participants  seemed  satisfied  with  the  groupings, 
they  were  given  instructions  to  take  each  group  of  "post- 
its"  and  to  summarize  the  group  with  one  sentence. 

Below  are  the  results  of  the  1996  Needs  &  Goals 
Conference.  Bishop  Daniel  asks  that  members  of  the 
diocese,  diocesan  committees,  commissions  and 
departments  read  through  the  list  and  identify  items  that 
are  pertinent  to  his/her  ministry.  Then  ask  the  questions: 

1 .  What  biblical  vision  is  this  rooted  in? 

2.  What  challenge  does  this  contain  for  us  in  terms 
of  resources  and  in  terms  of  human  potential? 

3.  What  promise  does  this  hold  for  us? 

4.  How  do  we  accomplish  it? 

Problems 

•    To  provide  retreat  time  for  clergy  and  laity  by 
building  a  retreat  center  at  Trinity  Center. 


•  Improve  communications  by  "telling  our  stories" 
through  various  means  including  deanery,  parish, 
Cross  Current,  etc. 

•  Need  to  explore  alternatives  to  diocesan  health 
insurance. 

•  Need  diocesan  school  of  sacred  studies. 


•  Decline  of  small  churches. 

•  Helping  people  to  make  commitments  and  to  honor 
their  responsibilities. 

•  People  don"t  manage  their  time  well  and  they  don't 
respect  the  time  of  others. 

•  Complete  the  capital  campaign  so  that  we  can 
provide  needed  facilities. 

•  Burn  out,  frustration,  cynicism  and  negative 
thinking  are  problems  which  must  be  addressed. 

•  Respecting  each  other's  differences. 

•  The  Diocesan  needs  to  strive  for  racial 
understanding  and  unity. 

•  Presenting  a  vision  for  the  diocese  which  inspires 
and  excites. 

•  Think  positively. 

•  We  need  to  continually  identify  and  develop  new 
leadership  in  all  facets  of  our  life  together. 

•  Poor  stewardship  both  in  giving  and  in  allocation 
from  individuals  to  churches  and  from  churches  to 
Diocese. 

•  The  Diocese  should  support  the  needs  of  small 
parishes. 

•  Broaden  the  vision  of  those  in  our  parishes  so  that 
we  can  support  outreach  ministry  in  the  broader 
community. 

•  The  size  of  the  Executive  Council  make  it 
unwieldy  as  a  governing  body. 

•  Our  Diocese  needs  a  retirement  facility. 

•  Some  unchurched  people  find  our  services  too 
difficult  to  follow  (using  two  or  three  books.) 

Joys 

•  ECW 

•  Joy  of  inclusion. 

•  The  talents  and  resources  of  the  liturgical 
commission  offer  meaningful  worship  and  brings 
the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  to  life. 

•  Celebration  of  diversity  is  welcome  and 
celebrating  different  forms  of  worship  is 
welcome. 

•  It  is  a  thrill  to  witness  the  growth  of  our  ministries 
in  San  Mateo/Yeatesville. 

•  Our  Diocese  enjoys  and  benefits  from  good 
communication  mediums. 

•  Celebrating  the  joy  of  the  community  of  saints  in 
this  Diocese. 

•  New  mission  development. 

•  "Fully"  committed  parishes. 

•  We  have  a  wonderful  diocesan  youth  program. 

•  Thanksgiving  for  Trinity  Center  as  we  complete  it. 

•  Thanks  be  to  God  for  our  lay  leaders  and  workers. 

•  Share  in  spiritual  growth. 

•  Outreach  outside  the  Diocese. 

•  We  are  thankful  for  a  cheerful  and  competent 
diocesan  staff. 

Opportunities 

•  There  are  opportunities  for  building  (or  rebuilding) 
congregations  with  the  influx  of  retirees  into  the 
diocese,  particularly  in  the  coastal  areas. 

•  We  have  an  oppportunity  to  communicate,  connect 
and  attract  unchurched  people  in  the  Diocese. 

•  Include  in  diocesan  communication,  especially 
Cross  Current,  space  for  news  in  Spanish. 

•  To  encourage  more  sharing  and  coooperation 
between  parishes  within  deaneries. 

•  To  foster  better  stewardship  through  diocesan  and 
deanery  structure  for  purposes  of  evangelism  and 
outreach. 

•  Completion  of  Trinity  Center  requires  a  retreat 
center. 

•  Develop  mechanisms  to  involve  more  individuals 
in  ministry  and  mission  of  parish,  deanery  and 
diocese. 

•  Develop  plans  to  create  new  parishes  and  new 


Silent,  spontaneous  sorting  —  The  Rev.  Bill  Trimble 
works  on  the  affinity  grouping. 

church  buildings. 

•  Develop  a  vision  for  our  diocese  which  responds 
to  God's  call  to  us. 

•  To  expand  our  outreach  ministries  in  particular  to 
prisoners,  people  in  nursing  homes,  homeless, 
farmworkers,  military,  migrant  workers. 

•  We  need  to  provide  opportunities  for  more  retreats 
and  quiet  days. 

•  We  have  the  oppportunity  to  provide  daily  public 
worship  in  our  churches. 

•  Help  expand  our  missions. 

•  Share  news  of  parish  "works/ministries"  in  Cross 
Current. 

•  To  work  and  plan  more  closely  with  Lutherans. 

•  Expand  the  diocesan  house. 

•  Encourage  and  have  participation  of  black  youth  in 
youth  ministry. 

Demands 

•  Complete  Trinity  Center. 

•  Encourage  more  involvement  by  more  people  in 
the  parish  and  diocesan  levels. 

•  Restructure  Trinity  Deanery. 

•  Be  open  to  new  directions  in  reaching  out  to 
people. 

•  We  need  a  plan  for  church  growth. 

•  The  bishops  should  develop  a  system  for  clergy 
support  and  a  better  process  for  clergy 
deployment. 

•  Finish  what  we  have  started,  i.e.  the  capital 
campaign  and  previously  established  goals. 

•  Be  consciously  inclusive  and  supportive  of  black 
and  Hispanic  ministries. 

•  Make  better  stewardship  happen  so  that  we  will 
have  the  resources  for  diocesan  programs  and 
mission. 

•  Help  people  evaluate  their  use  of  time. 

•  Undertake  improvements/changes  to  diocesan 
house. 

•  Continue  to  require  training  of  all  youth  workers 
in  sexual  misconduct  training  facilitated  on 
parish/deanery  level. 


Luther  an -Episcopal  Rela  ti  ons 
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by  the  Reverend  Walt  Gordon 


Reprinted  with  permission  from  Soundings,  the 
newspaper  of  the  Episcopal  Diocese  of  Minnesota 


2.  The  Need 


The  Episcopal  Church 
(ECUSA)  and  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  in  America 
(ELCA)  are  preparing  to  vote  on 
one  of  the  most  significant 
ecumenical  agreements  of  the 
century.  Yet,  for  many  of  us,  the 
word  Concordat  is  just 
beginning  to  enter  our  consciousness.  What  is  it  all 
about?  To  help  you  make  sense  of  the  discussion.  The 
Sounding  presents  the  following  overview. 

We  have  kept  our  introduction  as  simple  as 
possible  for  the  many  readers  for  whom  the  issues 
involved  are  either  unfamiliar  or  who  have  only  a 
vague  understanding  of  them.  There  are  a  variety  of 
further  questions  and  issues  which  are  presently  under 
discussion  by  members  of  the  two  churches.  Those 
interested  in  more  detail  should  consult  the  book 
Toward  Full  Communion,  which  includes  the  text  of 
the  "Concordat  of  Agreement",  and  which  is  published 
by  Forward  Movement  Publications  (see  page  10). 


1.  The  Background 

The  Lutheran  and  Anglican  communions  are 
blessed  in  that  neither  church  has  ever  explicitly 
condemned  the  teachings  of  the  other,  a  rare  thing  in 
the  history  of  divided  Christianity. 

We  have  many  historical  links.  The  Church  of 
Sweden,  which  maintained  the  episcopal  succession 
during  the  Reformation,  has  been  formally  in 
communion  with  the  Anglican  churches  for  many 
decades.  The  English  reformers  were  strongly 
influenced  by  Luther,  and  Lutherans  in  America  used 
English  translations  of  Scripture  and  prayers  from 
Anglican  sources. 

In  this  country,  the  Episcopal  Church  and  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America  (and  its 
predecessors,  before  they  came  together  to  form  the 
ELCA)  have  been  carrying  on  ecumenical  dialogues 
for  30  years. 

Lutheran  Episcopal  Dialogues  I  and  II  (LED  I  and 
II)  resulted  in  the  Interim  Eucharistic  Sharing 
Agreement  of  1982.  Many  readers  will  remember 
taking  part  in  joint  Eucharists  with  neighboring 
Lutheran  churches,  alternating  between  your  church 
and  the  local  Lutheran  church. 

Now  a  third  series  of  Lutheran  Episcopal 
Dialogues  (LED  III)  has  resulted  in  a  proposal  which, 
if  accepted  by  both  our  churches 
at  their  national  meetings  in 
Philadelphia  in  1997,  would  lead 
to  full  communion  between  our 
churches. 


What  on  earth  does  full  communion  mean?  Can't 
we  already  share  communion? 

Yes,  we  can  now  receive  communion  in  each 
other's  churches  and  celebrate  the  Eucharist  together 
under  certain  conditions.  But  the  Concordat  would 
greatly  expand  this  dimension  of  unity. 

On  a  practical  level,  full  communion  would  mean 
that  we  will  each  recognize  each  other's  ordained 
ministries.  Lutheran  pastors  will  be  able  to  celebrate 
the  Eucharist  in  Episcopal  Churches  and  Episcopal 
priests  will  be  able  to  celebrate  the  Eucharist  in 
Lutheran  Churches. 

This  will  have  a  great  and  immediate  practical 
benefit  in  places  where  one  or  the  other  church  has 
relatively  few  members  and  is  unable  to  support  their 
own  clergyperson  (e.g.  Episcopalians  in  rural 
Minnesota  and  Lutherans  in  many  other  parts  of  the 
country). 

But,  more  importantly,  it  will  declare  to  ourselves 
and  to  the  world,  in  a  more  emphatic  way,  that  we  both 
belong  to  the  one  church  of  Christ.  It  will  help  us 
overcome  a  narrow  denominationalism  and  see 
ourselves  as  part  of  the  larger  mission  of  Christ.  It  will 
wake  us  up  to  the  scandal  of  division  in  the  church  of 
Christ  and  to  the  fact  that  we  have  allowed  such 
divisions  to  continue  all  these  years  without  feeling 
terribly  embarrassed  about  it.  And  it  will  lead  to  more 
and  deeper  collaboration  in  the  work  of  ministry. 

3.  The  Challenge:  The 
Historic  Episcopate 

Historically,  the  major  hurdle  to  full  communion 
between  our  denominations  has  been  Anglican 
insistence  on  the  role  of  "the  historic  episcopate"  and 
Lutheran  insistence  on  the  sufficiency  of  the  Word  and 
Sacraments. 

As  you  follow  the  discussion  in  the  months  ahead 
you  will  hear  a  lot  about  the  Chicago-Lambeth 
Quadrilateral  of  1888.  This  was  a  statement  issued 
first  by  the  American  bishops  and  then  ratified  by  the 
bishops  of  the  Anglican  Communion  at  the  Lambeth 
Conference,  spelling  out  Anglicanism's  view  of  the 
essential  bases  for  discussions  aimed  at  unity  among 
the  churches.  The  Lutherans  have  never  had  a  problem 
with  three  of  the  four  parts  of  the  Quadrilateral:  the 
Old  and  New  Testaments  containing  all  things 
necessary  to  salvation;  the  Creeds  as  summaries  of  the 
faith;  and  the  centrality  of  the  sacraments  of  Baptism 
and  Communion.  But  they  stumbled  over  the  necessity 
of  "the  historic  episcopate,  locally  adapted... to  the 
varying  needs  of  the  nations  and  peoples." 

For  Anglicans,  in  the  words  of  Professor  William 
Countryman,  "The  historic  episcopate  declares  to  us 
that  the  Gospel  is  not  only  an  idea  or  a  proposition  or  a 
proclamation,  but  the  animating  force  of  a  living 
community,  communicated  over  and  over  again  from 
one  person  to  another.  The  bishop,  in  this  succession, 
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is  thus  a  living  image  of  the  unity  of  the  faithful  in  and 
with  God,  a  unity  yet  to  be  consummated  but  already  at 
work  in  us  across  the  barriers  of  time  and  space." 

Although  Lutherans  are  not 
opposed  to  the  episcopate  in 
principle,  they  experienced  the 
power  of  the  episcopate  being  used 
at  the  time  of  the  Reformation  to 
inhibit  the  true  proclamation  of  the 
Gospel.  They  have  therefore  been 
reluctant  to  make  the  episcopate  an 
essential  element  of  church  life,  preferring 
to  consider  it  instead  as  adiaphora  (things  often 
important  but  never  essential  to  the  unity  of  the 
church).  They  did  continue  to  accept  the  importance  of 
some  form  of  ministry  of  episcope  (oversight)  in  the 
church,  but  have  not  insisted  that  it  be  tied  to  the 
historical  institution  of  bishops. 

Although  these  treasured  emphases  were  not  so 
incompatible  as  to  lead  to  conflict,  they  nonetheless 
have,  for  centuries,  stood  in  the  way  of  full  unity 
between  the  two  traditions.  Is  the  episcopate  the 
sacrament  of  the  church's  unity  and  existence  in 
history  or  an  institution  which  can  all  too  easily  quench 
the  spirit  of  the  living  Gospel? 


4.  The  Solution: 
Apostolicity 


----- 
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The  key  to  overcoming  this  impasse  has  been  the 
development  of  a  new  understanding  of  the  idea  of 
apostolicity.  Scholars  and  church  leaders  taking  part  in 
the  dialogue  have  come  to  see  apostolicity  as  a  deeper 
reality  underlying  both  the  historic  episcopate  and  the 
Lutheran  insistence  on  faithfulness  to  the  Gospel. 

The  second  series  of  dialogues  (LED  II)  defined 
apostolicity  as  containing  four  major  strands — faithful 
teaching,  the  sacraments,  a  recognized  ministry,  and 
involvement  in  mission:  "the  Church's  continuity  with 
Christ  and  the  apostles  in  its  movement  through 
history."  Apostolic  succession  is  "a  dynamic,  diverse 
reality"  embracing  faithfulness  to  apostolic  teaching; 
participation  in  baptism,  prayer,  and  the  eucharist; 
"sharing  in  the  Church's  common  life  of  mutual 
edification  and  caring,  served  by  an  ecclesiastically 
called  and  recognized  pastoral  ministry  of  Word  and 
sacrament;"  and  "continuing  involvement  in  the 
apostolic  mission"  of  the  church  by  proclaiming  the 
gospel  through  word  and  deed.  Apostolic  succession  is 
not  to  be  understood  "primarily  in  terms  of  historic 
episcopate." 

In  other  words,  the  apostolic  succession  is  not  only 
the  laying-on-of-hands  from  one  bishop  to  another  over 
the  centuries,  but  a  cord  formed  by  four  important 
strands.  While  Anglicans  have  maintained  the  historic 
ministry  explicitly  through  the  episcopate,  the  historic 
ministry  has  also  been  maintained  through  the 
Lutheran  tradition  as  well,  even  in  the  absence  of 
bishops.  Similarly,  while  Anglicans  have  always 
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preached  the  Gospel,  the  Lutherans  have  upheld  its  centrality 
most  forcefully. 

A  result  of  this  understanding  is  that  Concordat  participants 
from  both  churches  are  now  ready  to  affirm  the  other  as  a  church 
in  the  apostolic  succession,  and  to  affirm  the  value  of  each 
church  establishing  all  four  strands  in  its  own  communion, 
and  the  theological  barrier  to  unity  has  been  removed. 
Lutherans  will  now  move  to  ensure  that  in  the  future  their 
bishops  are  in  the  historic  succession,  and  Episcopalians 
will  acknowledge  that  bishops  are  not  a  law  unto 
themselves,  but  serve  under  the  authority  of  the  Gospel. 


Martin  Luther 


5.  Winners  and  Losers? 


One  of  the  questions  being  asked  most  often,  by  people  from  both  communions, 
is  "Who  is  giving  up  more?" 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  question  shows  that  the  questioner  has  missed  the  point 
of  the  entire  dialogue  process.  The  point  of  an  ecumenical  dialogue  such  as  this  one 
is  not  to  horse  trade  one  doctrine  for  another,  or  one  treasured  heritage  for  another, 
but  to  grow  into  the  fullness  of  what  the  Church  has  been  and  can  become. 

Through  these  discussions  Lutherans  have  come  to  a  new  appreciation  of  what 
the  historic  episcopate  could  mean  for  them,  and  a  way  has  been  found  to  allow 
them  to  share  in  it  without  denying  their  past  or  present. 

Similarly,  The  Episcopal  Church  has  a  chance  to  appropriate  for  itself  the 
Lutheran  awareness  "that  the  Gospel  is  always  transcendent  and  never  merely 
identical  with  any  of  the  institutions  to  which  it  has  given  rise  among  us;  if  the 
institutions  fail,  that  does  not  mean  that  the  gospel  has  failed  nor  that  the  church  has 
ceased.  God  is  perfectly  free  to  make  new  beginnings  with  the  people." 

Beyond  these  theological  benefits  to  both  churches,  there  are  all  of  the  practical 
benefits  of  sharing  in  the  ministry  of  Christ  wherever  circumstances  make  this 
valuable,  and  the  knowledge  that  we  are  being  more  faithful  to  Christ's  wish  that  we 
"all  may  be  one." 

So,  if  such  a  question  is  to  be  asked  at  all,  it  should  be  rephrased  as  "who  will 
gain  more  from  the  Concordat?"  The  answer  to  that  is  both  will  gain  the  same  thing: 
a  fuller,  richer  understanding  of  the  church,  and  a  fuller,  richer  realization  of  that 
understanding. 

6.  Mutual  Recognition  of  Ministries:  Wait! 
It's  Not  that  Simple!  mm 

In  order  for  Lutheran  bishops  to  become  fully  incorporated  into  the  historic 
episcopate,  there  will  need  to  be  Anglican  bishops  present  at  future  ordinations  of 
Lutheran  bishops. 

In  order  for  the  ministries  of  Episcopal  priests  to  be  recognized  by  the  ELCA,  so 
that  they  can  celebrate  at  Lutheran  services  of  worship,  the  ELCA  will  have  to  waive 
the  requirement  that  all  pastors  sign  a  statement  of  acceptance  of  the  Augsburg 
Confession,  the  basic  statement  of  Lutheran  teaching. 

In  order  for  Lutheran  pastors  to  preside  at  Episcopal  eucharistic  services,  the 
Episcopal  Church  will  have  to  suspend  the  "Preface  to  the  Ordinal  of  1662"  which 
says  that  only  those  clergy  ordained  by  a  bishop  in  the  historic  succession  can 
preside  at  an  Episcopal  eucharist. 

But  if  future  Lutheran  bishops  must  have  an  Anglican  bishop  present  at  their 
consecrations,  doesn't  that  mean  that  Anglicans  consider  their  ministries  inferior 
after  all?  This  is  one  of  the  primary  Lutheran  objections  to  the  Concordat. 

The  solution  to  these  problems  is  that  each  church  will  recognize  the  ordained 
ministries  of  the  other  as  being  valid  now—even  before  Lutheran 
bishops  are  consecrated  with  Anglican  bishops  present,  even 
those  Lutheran  pastors  who  have  been  ordained  by  bishops 
not  part  of  the  historic  succession,  even  those  Episcopal  priests 
who  have  not  subscribed  to  the  Augsburg  Confession.  In  this  way, 
both  churches  fully  recognize  the  validity  of  each  other's  present^ 
reality  and  heritage. 

Then,  on  this  basis  of  mutual  recognition,  a  process 
can  begin  which  will  give  to  the  Lutheran  Church  the 
historic  episcopal  connection  which  it  lost  at  the 
Reformation.  Similarly,  on  the  basis  of  this  mutual 
recognition,  Episcopal  bishops  will  recognize  formally  that 
their  episcopate  stands  under  the  authority  of  the  Gospel. 


The  Details 


The  following  summary  of  the  Concordat  agreement  is  adapted  from  a 
summary  prepared  by  the  Reverend  Roger  Claxton,  a  Lutheran  pastor  who  lives  in 
Marshall,  MN. 

Vote  on  the  Concordat 

There  shall  be  one  vote,  without  separate  amendment,  at  each  church 's  national 
convention  to  accept  or  reject  the  Concordat. 

Actions  to  be  taken  by  both  churches 

Agreement  in  the  Doctrine  of  the  Faith:  The  ELCA  and  the  Episcopal  Church 
hereby  recognize  in  each  other  the  essentials  of  one  catholic  and  apostolic  faith,  as 
witnessed  in  their  respective  documents.  Each  church  promises  to  require  future 
ordinands  to  study  each  other's  basic  documents. 

Joint  participation  in  the  consecration  of  bishops:  As  .a  result  of  their 
agreement  in  faith,  both  churches  agree  to  the  common  joint  ordination  of  all  future 
bishops  as  apostolic  missionaries  in  the  historic  episcopate  for  the  sake  of  common 
mission.  The  churches  will  include  three  bishops  from  each  church  in  all  future 
ordination  of  bishops. 

Other  considerations 

Joint  commission:  Both  churches  shall  establish  a  joint  ecumenical/doctrinal/ 
liturgical  commission  to  moderate  these  changes  and  prepare  a  national  service  to 
celebrate  the  inauguration  of  this  Concordat. 

Wider  context:  There  shall  be  one  ministry  in  geographically  overlapping 
episcopates,  open  to  women  as  well  as  men,  to  married  persons  as  well  as  to  single 
persons.  The  historic  episcopate  can  be  locally  adapted  and  reformed  in  the  service 
of  the  Gospel. 

Existing  relationships:  Each  church  agrees  that  the  other  church  shall  continue 
to  live  in  communion  with  all  churches  that  it  is  now  in  communion  with.  No 
establishment  of  new  communions  is  implied. 

Other  dialogues:  Both  churches  agree  that  each  will  continue  to  engage  in 
dialogue  with  other  churches.  There  will  be  consultation  with,  but  not  blocking  by , 
the  other  church.  The  unity  of  the  Church  is  given,  not  achieved. 

Actions  to  be  taken  by  The  Episcopal  Church 

In  light  of  the  agreement,  the  Episcopal  Church  hereby  recognizes  now  the  full 
authenticity  of  the  ordained  ministries  presently  existing  within  the  ELCA. 
ECUSA  recognizes  pastors  and  bishops  of  ELCA  as  priests  within  the  ELCA. 

To  enable  the  full  communion  that  is  coming  into  being,  the  Episcopal  Church 
pledges  to  begin  the  process  for  enacting  a  temporary  suspension,  in  this  case  only , 
of  the  17th  Century  restriction.  This  is  to  permit  full  interchangeability  for  ELCA 
clergy  without  any  further  ordination  or  re-ordination  whatsoever. 

The  Episcopal  Church  endorses  the  Lutheran  affirmation  that  the  historic 
catholic  episcopate  under  the  word  of  God  must  always  serve  the  Gospel,  and  the 
ultimate  authority  under  which  bishops  preach  and  teach  is  the  Gospel  itself. 
Actions  to  be  taken  by  the  ELCA 

The  ELCA  agrees  that  its  bishops  will  be  ordained,  like  pastors,  for  life  service 
of  the  Gospel.  The  terms  of  office  may  vary,  and  the  ELCA  will  make  necessary 
liturgical  changes  so  that  all  bishops  will  be  regular  members  of  the  Conference  of 
Bishops. 

The  ELCA  affirms  that  it  does  not  intend  to  depart  from  the  historic  faith  and 
practice  of  catholic  Christianity.  The  ELCA  agrees  to  make  the  necessary  changes 
so  that  only  bishops  shall  ordain  all  clergy.  Presbyters  shall  still  participate  in 
laying  on  of  hands  of  presbyters.  Joint  consultation  regarding  the  diaconate. 

In  light  of  the  above  agreements,  ELCA  now  recognizes  the  full  authenticity  of 
ordained  ministries  existing  within  the  Episcopal  Church.  ELCA  agrees  to  enact  a 
dispensations  for  the  Episcopal  Church  ordinands  of  subscription  to  unaltered 
Augsburg  Confession. 


Cranmer 


How  do  you  feel  the  proposed  Concordat 
of  Agreement  will  affect  you  as  a  Luther 
worshipping  in  an  Episcopal  church? 

Passage  of  the  Concordat  would  make  me,  and  1  hope,  all  Lutiiemnsfeel  mors 
comfortable  in  the  Episcopal  church. 

—  George  Schenck.  Lutheran  member  of  St  Thomas  Church, 

/  think  this  is  a  good  ecumenical  move.  It  will  allow  us  to  pool  our.  resources 
together  and  be  more  effective  with  outreach.  The  main  tenants  of  faith  are  identic* 
even  though  the  traditions  are  different.  The  liturgy  is  99%  the  same.  This  '  ^ 

cooperation  is  a  good  thing. 

—  Armin  .lands.  Lutheran  member  of  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church, 
and  Good  News  Lutherr 


/  guess  you  could  say  I'm  'cautiously  optimistic" 
of  the  Gospel,  and  this  will  be  a  good  thing, 
sides,  some  feathers  might  be  ruffled,  but  the  • 
we  'II  come  out  a  much  better  church  bec  ause 

—  Bill  Ghent,  Lutheran  member  of  gtttt© 
the  King  Lutheran  Church,  Wbitevilk 
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St  Peter's  Pays  Tribute  to  Past  175  Years 


by  Lind  Graves 

Worship,  prayer,  renewal,  outreach  ....  All 
this  and  more  will  be  a  part  of  the  celebration  as 
St.  Peter's  church  in  Washington  observes  its 
175th  anniversary.  Through  a  series  of 
community-building  events  and  projects, 
St.  Peter's  will  pay  tribute  to  its  past,  examine  its 
present,  and  focus  on  its  future. 

Although  the  actual  anniversary  falls  on  April  7, 
activities  are  planned  from  late  February  through  April. 
The  celebration  begins  on  the  first  weekend  in 
February,  with  a  Saturday  workday  on  February  8  at 
our  neighboring  parish,  San  Mateo,  followed  on 
Sunday,  February  9,  by  Bishop  Sanders'  annual  visit, 
when  St.  Peter's  first  ever  bi-lingual  service  will 
happen.  The  congregation  of  San  Mateo  and  St.  Peter's 
will  combine  in  Washington  for  worship  and  lunch. 


Former  parish  members,  rectors,  and  friends  are 
invited  to  gather  on  April  6  when  the  service  will  come 
from  the  1790  prayer  book.  Members  of  St.  Peter's 
hope  to  have  a  large  gathering  on  that  date  as  they 
worship  and  consider  the  many  blessings  from  their 
past.  Also,  an  updated  written  history,  researched  by 
parishioners  Ace  Mann  and  Betty  Cochran,  will  be 
published  and  circulated. 

The  celebration  climaxes  during  the  last  weekend 
in  April  (April  26  and  27)  as  Bishop  William  Frey, 
former  Dean  of  the  Trinity  Episcopal  School  for 
Ministry,  Ambridge,  PA,  preaches  and  teaches  at  St. 
Peter's.  On  Saturday  evening,  Bishop  Frey  will  be  the 
guest  of  honor  for  an  Anniversary  Gala.  This  musical 
production  with  scenes  and  sketches  from  St.  Peter's 
past  will  involve  over  100  parishioners  in  various 


aspects  of  the  production.  Enthusiasm  is  growing  as 
the  parish  anticipates  having  Bishop  Frey  preach  on 
Sunday  and  conduct  teaching  sessions  on  Sunday  night 
and  Monday. 

Planning  the  celebration  has  been  exciting;  a 
wonderful  opportunity  to  reflect  on  the  past,  but  more 
importantly,  to  prepare  for  the  future.  By  celebrating 
the  175th  anniversary  of  St.  Peter's,  parishioners  hope 
to  shape  the  future  of  the  Parish  with  joy  and  true  faith. 
Join  us!! 


Resources 


for 

A  Beginner's  Guide  to  the  Concordat  of  Agreement;  page  8-9 

Books 

•  "Toward  Full  Communion"  and  "Concordat  of  Agreement,"  1991,  Augsburg, 
Minneapolis  and  Forward  Movement  Publications,  Cincinnati.  These  are  the 
official  documents  of  the  Concordat,  together  in  one  book.  "Concordat  of 
Agreement"  itself  is  only  10  pages  long.  "Toward  Full  Communion"  is  the 
official  report  of  the  Lutheran-Episcopal  Dialogue. 

•  Inhabiting  Unity:  Theological  Perspectives  on  the  Proposed  Lutheran- 
Episcopal  Concordat,  ed.  Ephraim  Radner  and  R.  R.  Reno,  1995,  Win.  B. 
Eerdmans. 

From  Forward  Movement  Publications 

•  Concordat  of  Agreement:  supporting  essays.  These  essays  were  presented  as 
part  of  the  actual  dialogue.  $15. 

♦  A  Commentary  on  "Concordat  of  Agreement."  This  commentary  addresses 
questions  raised  by  the  presentation  of  the  Concordat.  $11. 

*  "What  Does  It  Mean  to  Be  Ecumenical?"  This  pamphlet  by  Tom  Ryan  should 
be  the  beginning  of  any  ecumenical  discussion  as  it  alleviates  fears  and  presents 
challenges.  200 

•Trie  Niagara  Report.  The  1988  report  of  the  Anglican-Lutheran  International 
Continuation  Committee.  (Church  House  Publishing)  $4. 

*  "What  Can  We  Share?"  Bill  Norgren's  clear  1985  study  guide  that  is  still 
relevant.  500 

Online: 

*  "CONCORDAT,"  a  meeting  (or  bulletin  board)  on  Ecunet,  has  175  members, 
from  both  the  Quest  and  Lutherlink  networks,  who  have  been  engaging  in  a 
respectful  online  dialogue  for  half  a  year.  If  you  are  not  on  Ecunet  you  cannot 
join  this  meeting  but  you  can  send  comments  to  it  at 

CONCORDAT.TOPIC@ECUNET.ORG.  You  may  request  to  have  responses 
sent  to  your  personal  e-mail  address.  "CONCORDAT  HUMOR"  Send  your 
Concordat  humor  to  CONCORDAT.HUMOR.topic@ECUNET.ORG 

The  Rev.  Walt  Gordon  is  Communication  Officer 
for  the  Episcopal  Diocese  of  Minnesota 
.  and  editor  of  Soundings. 


Episcopal  Consultative  Commission 
Forms  New  Choir  Group 

The  October  meeting  of  the  Episcopal  Consultative  Commission  (ECC) 
generated  some  exciting  ideas  from  which  a  new  diocesan  choir  is  being  born.  At  the 
suggestion  of  the  Rev.  Christian  Umeofia,  Rector  of  St.  Andrew's  in  Goldsboro,  ECC 
members  have  begun  recruiting  interested  parties  to  join  the  ECC  choir.  Lewis 
Moore,  the  official  ECC  Choir  organizer,  is  enthusiastic  about  the  possibilities  for  the 
new  choir.  He  hopes  the  group  will  perform  at  services  and  functions  throughout  the 
diocese.  The  group,  which  held  its  first  rehearsal  December  14  at  St.  Mary's  in 
Kinston,  performs  music  of  African-American  heritage.  Membership  is  open  to 
anyone  who  loves  music  and  wants  to  share  in  the  mission  and  goals  of  the  ECC. 

The  ECC's  mission  is  to  seek  reconciliation  in  the  Lord  through  dialogue  and  to 
gain  total  involvement  in  the  life  of  the  whole  church  for  all  its  members.  The  ECC's 
goals  are  to  serve  the  needs  and  interests  of  the  black  churches  in  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina;  to  serve  as  a  liaison  between  the  bishops,  diocesan  staff,  diocesan 
commissions  and  churches  of  the 
Diocese;  to  recommend,  inspire  and 
support  potential  leadership  for 
diocesan  offices  and  commissions; 
and  to  serve  as  a  resource  for  the 
Diocese  for  service,  worship, 
evangelism,  education,  pastoral  care 
and  stewardship.  Anyone  interested 
in  joining  the  choir  or  learning  more 
about  it  should  contact  Lewis  Moore 
He  can  be  reached  by  phone  in 
Raleigh  during  the  week  at 
919/836-1274  or  in  New  Bern  on 
the  weekends  at  919/637-7402.  His 
mailing  address  is  P.O.  Box  15558, 
New  Bern,  NC  28561  and  his  e-mail 
address  is  lamoore@eos.ncsu.edu. 

Lewis  Moore  leads  ECC  members  in  song. 
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Preparation  for  Camp  Trinity  1997 

Campers 

Registration  for  Camp  Trinity  sessions  during  the  summer  of  1997  will 
begin  soon.  Please  look  for  brochures  in  the  middle  of  January.  Brochures  will 
be  sent  directly  to  1996  campers,  campers  wait-listed  in  1996  and  to  parishes. 

Please  review  the  printed  schedule  of  camp  sessions  and  return 
applications  immediately.  Many  camp  sessions  fill  in  a  short  period  of  time  so 
send  applications  in  early!  To  assist  in  placing  your  child  in  a  camp  session, 
please  give  alternate  choices  for  sessions.  We  look  forward  to  opening  the 
camp  preparations  in  January!  If  you  have  any  questions  or  would  like  to  have 
a  brochure  sent  directly  to  your  home,  please  contact  Kim  Bennett,  Camp 
Registrar,  at  (919)522-0885. 

Camp  Staff 

Applications  for  1997  are  available.  If  you  are  interested  in  applying  for  a 
position  as  Counselor,  Waterfront  or  Program  staff,  please  contact  the  camp 
office  at  919/522-0885.  All  applications  are  due  by  January  31,  1997. 

Counselor-in-Training 

1997  applications  are  available  for  rising  1 1th  or  12th  graders.  This 
opportunity  is  for  youth  who  are  interested  in  serving  on  the  Camp  Trinity  staff 
as  assistants  for  a  session.  Applications  are  available  by  writing  or  phoning: 
Carol  Taylor,  P.  O.  Box  1336,  Kinston,  NC  28503,  phone:  919/522-0885 

Adventurers 

Volunteers  are  needed  to  serve  as  volunteer  companions  with  campers  with 
mental  and  physical  disabilities  the  week  of  June  22-26.  Volunteers  must  be 
rising  1 1th  -  12th  graders,  young  or  older  adults  to  serve  as  a  volunteer. 

This  is  a  wonderful  opportunity  to  spend  a  week  at  camp  serving  and 
enjoying  the  excitement  of  camp  life  with  some  very  special  campers  who  join 
us  each  year.  Please  consider  joining  us  for  this  camp.  We  are  especially  in 
need  of  male  youth  and  adults  to  serve  as  companions!  Applications  are 
available  from  Carol  Taylor,  P.  O.  Box  1336,  Kinston,  N.  C.  28503. 


Camp  Trinity  Schedule 


Session  Days/Nights 

Explorers  I  7/6 

Senior  High  6/5 

Adventurers  5/4 

Discoverers  I  7/6 

Explorers  II  8/7 

Discoverers  II  7/6 

Explorers  III  7/6 

Discoverers  III  7/6 


Discoverers  IV  7/6 


Rates 

JUNE  7-13 
Saturday-Friday 

JUNE  15-20 
Sunday-Friday 

JUNE  22-26 
Sunday-Thursday 

JUNE  29- JULY  5 
Sunday-Saturday 

JULY  7-14 
Monday-Monday 

JULY  16-22 
Wednesday-Tuesday 

JULY  24-30 
Thursday- Wednesday 

AUGUST  2-8 
Saturday-Friday 

AUGUST  10-16 
Sunday-Saturday 


7-9 
10-12 
all  ages 

3-5 
7-9 


4-6 


6-8 


4-6 


4-6 


Fall  Calendar  Packed  with  Youth  Activities 


Not  much  can  slow  down  the  energy  and  enthusiasm 
of  the  young  people  in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina. 
During  the  Fall,  the  Youth  Commission  of  the  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina  hosted  several  popular  events  at  Trinity 
Center.  While  many  across  the  diocese  were  still  clearing 
debris  from  hurricane  Fran,  the  youth  of  the  diocese 
packed  the  rosters  of  the  Senior  Diocesan  Youth  Event, 
held  October  25-27,  and  New  Beginnings  #18,  held 
November  16-17. 

Over  1 50  youth  gathered  at  Trinity  Center  for  a 
"Fishin  Mission"  during  the  Senior  Diocesan  Youth  Event. 
Through  a  variety  of  activities,  the  youth  explored  the 
theme  of  discipleship.  They  focused  on  our  Christian 
journey  of  sharing  the  good  news  of  Jesus  Christ  in  the 
world. 

Bishop  Sidney  Sanders  shared  with  the  young  people 
"Fishin  Mission"  stories  in  his  life.  Fran  McKendree, 
noted  musician  from  Toronto,  Canada,  provided  music 
throughout  the  weekend.  A  highlight  was  his  concert  on 
Saturday  evening.  Jane  Peele  of  Christ  Church  in  New 
Bern,  a  former  dancer  in  the  character  of  Skooter  in  the 
Muppet  Company,  led  two  creative  movement  workshops 
entitled:  "Dance,  Dance,  wherever  you  may  be." 

Seventy  7th-9th  graders  gathered  for  the  next  grand 
weekend,  New  Beginnings  #18.  Glorious  weather  and 
high  spirits  marked  the  experience  based  on  relationships 
with  friends,  family  and  Christ. 


New  Beginnings  is  for  young  people  in  their  second 
semester  of  7th  grade,  in  eighth  or  ninth  grade.  The 
weekend  is  led  by  youth  who  have  participated 
previously  in  the  program.  Ashley  O'Neal  from  St. 
Andrew's  in  Wilmington  served  as  Shepard  for  the 
weekend.  Carolyn  Chamberlain  from  St.  John's  in 
Fayetteville  served  as  Prayer,  Share,  Care  Coordinator. 

Susan  and  Rhys  Kear,  the  New  Beginnings 
coordinators,  provide  wonderful  leadership  for  the 
program.  New  Beginnings  #19  will  be  held  March  8-9, 
1997.  Registration  forms  are  available  from  parish  youth 
advisors  and  clergy. 

Also  in  the  Fall,  Elizabeth  Hedberg  of  St.  Timothy's 
in  Greenville  and  Carol  Taylor,  the  Youth  Ministries 
Coordinator,  attended  the  Province  IV  Youth  Ministries 
Network  meeting  at  Honeycreek  Conference  Center  in 
Waverly,  GA.  The  meeting,  designed  to  have  youth  and 
coordinators  from  the  20  Province  IV  dioceses  gather  to 
plan  provincial  and  national  youth  events,  offered  a 
wonderful  opportunity  to  exchange  ministry  ideas  and 
programming. 

In  1997,  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  will  host  the 
meeting  at  Trinity  Center,  November  20-23.  The  first 
event  ever  held  at  Trinity  Center  was  the  Province  IV 
Youth  Event  in  June  1986.  The  diocese  welcomes  the 
opportunity  to  host  this  meeting  again  eleven  years  after 
Trinity  Center  opened. 


Kim  Bennett,  Youth  Ministry  Registrar,  Elizabeth  and 
Margaret  Daniel  are  all  smiles  at  New  Beginnings. 


i^Kfl    7%  T  National 

mfyews —  

East  Carolinian  Named  Hero  in  Education 


In  February  1996,  the  Rev.  William  S.  Wade, 
Headmaster  of  St.  Andrew's-Sewanee  School  in 
Sewanee,  TN  was  selected,  along  with  ten  other 
educators  in  the  United  States  as  one  of  Reader's 
Digest  1996  American  Heroes  in  Education.  Wade,  a 
native  of  Greenville,  NC,  has  served  as  Headmaster  of 
St.  Andrew's-Sewanee  School  (SAS)  since  1981.  St. 
Andrew's-Sewanee  School  is  an  independent  boarding 
and  day  school  with  approximately  250  students  from 
over  20  states  and  several  different  countries. 

Reader 's  Digest  recognized  Wade  for  his 
"commitment  to  excellence  and  refusal  to  accept  the 
status  quo,"  and  was  specifically  cited  for  his  work 
with  the  school's  summer  program  called  ASCENT. 
Initiated  by  Wade,  ASCENT  brings  together  regional 
and  international  students,  inner-city  teenagers  from 
the  Bronx,  NY,  and  Native  Americans  from  two  South 
Dakota  reservations  for  an  intense  program  of 
academics,  community  service,  and  wilderness 
expeditions  on  the  450-acre  mountaintop  campus  in 
Sewanee.  Wade  believes  Reader  !s  Digest  took  note  of 
the  program  because  "It  is  about  as  multi-cultural  as 


you  can  get."  As  an  award-winner  Wade  received  a 
$10,000  grant  from  the  program  and  an  individual  cash 
award  of  $2,500  which  he  donated  to  the  school. 

Wade  attended  the  University  of  the  South, 
Sewanee  for  his  undergraduate  studies;  Virginia 
Theological  Seminary  for  his  seminary  work;  and 
received  a  Doctorate  of  Divinity  from  the  University  of 
the  South.  Wade  was  ordained  deacon  at  St.  Paul's  in 
Greenville  in  1968  and  priest  in  1969  at  St.  John's  in 
Fayetteville  where  he  served  as  assistant  rector.  From 
there,  Wade  moved  to  New  Hampshire  where  he 
served  as  a  parish  priest  at  Exeter.  Before  going  to 
SAS  he  also  served  a  master  at  St.  Paul's  School  in 
Concord,  NH  and  as  Chaplain  of  the  National 
Cathedral  School  in  Washington,  DC. 

Wade's  parents  continue  to  reside  in  Greenville 
where  they  are  founding  members  of  St.  Timothy's 
Episcopal  Church. 

—  Information  from  the  St.  Andrew  's-Sewanee  Alumni  magazine. 


The  Rev.  William  S.  Wade,  Headmaster,  (far  right)  and 
Douglas  W.  Cameron,  science  teacher  and  ASCENT 
summer  program  director,  work  with  a  group  of  ASCENT 
students  who  are  preparing  to  scale  a  rock  face. 


Episcopal  Migration  Ministries  Earns  Top  Rating  from  Federal  Agency 

By  James  H.  Thrall  and  Ed  Stannard 


(ENS)  The  federal  Bureau  of  Refugees,  Migration 
and  Population  has  designated  Episcopal  Migration 
Ministries,(EMM),  the  refugee  and  immigration  service 
arm  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  as  the  top  resettlement 
agency  in  the  United  States. 

The  bureau,  a  branch  of  the  U.S.  State  Department, 
is  the  lead  federal  agency  for  determining  annual 
refugee  admissions  into  the  country,  and  the  principal 
source  of  funding  for  initial  resettlement  services. 
Episcopal  Migration  Ministries  is  one  of  10  national 
agencies  with  agreements  with  the  bureau  to  resettle 
refugees. 

"I  knew  that  we  had  been  consistently  improving. 
We  had  been  working  quite  hard,"  said  Richard 
Parkins,  director  of  EMM.  "I  knew  we  would  do  better, 
but  I  guess  moving  into  first  place  was  a  little  more 
than  I  had  hoped  for." 

Parkins  said  that  in  his  two  years  as  director  the 
program  has  emphasized  careful  screening  of 
placement  sites  as  well  as  in-depth  monitoring  of  sites 
after  refugees  are  placed. 

"We  look  at  performance,  how  well  the  refugees  are 
being  taken  care  of,"  he  said.  "It's  a  two-  to  three-day 
exercise.  We've  worked  to  develop  a  protocol  that  is 
fairly  exhaustive." 


Parkins  also  praised  the  more  than  30  local 
resettlement  agencies  associated  with  dioceses  and 
affiliated  with  the  national  program.  "We  have  a  great 
network."  On  the  local  level,  resettlement  cases  are 
also  supported  by  "considerable  parish  and  diocesan 
resources"  though  sponsoring  congregations,  he  said. 

Criteria  stress  services,  job  placement 

Criteria  used  by  the  State  Department  for 
evaluating  the  programs  included  the  quality  of  the 
services  provided  by  each  program's  affiliates,  the 
national  management  of  the  program,  employment 
outcomes  for  those  refugees  resettled  without  the 
support  of  immediate  family  members,  and  the  level  of 
repayment  of  loans  made  to  refugees  for  their 
transportation  to  the  United  States. 

The  Episcopal  agency  received  high  marks  on  all 
fronts,  and  earned  commendable  or  top  ratings  for  the 
bureau's  on-site  visits  to  three  affiliates  in  New 
Hampshire,  New  York,  and  East  Tennessee,  Parkins 
said.  In  particular,  EMM  was  credited  with  placing 
nearly  93  percent  of  its  "unattached"  refugees  in  jobs 
within  their  first  six  months  in  the  U.S. 

"We  believe  (the  Episcopal  Church)  is  an  excellent 
agency,"  said  Anita  Botti,  director  of  the  Office  of 


Refugee  Resettlement  at  the  State  Department.  "Their 
performance  in  finding  people  employment  and  trying 
to  get  them  employment  is  extraordinary." 

In  addition  to  an  outstanding  record  placing 
unattached  refugees  in  jobs,  EMM  was  among  the  best 
agencies  in  overall  job  placement,  with  a  success  rate 
of  62  percent.  "That's  incredible,"  Botti  said.  "This  is 
the  whole  caseload." 

Botti  called  EMM's  rating  a  tribute  to  its  totally 
church-based  program,  which,  she  said,  demonstrates 
that  "the  participation  and  exposure  through  the  church 
in  integrating  (refugees)  into  the  United  States  is 
critical." 

Because  of  the  high  performance  rating  this  year, 
EMM  should  receive  a  greater  percentage  of  the 
refugee  cases  admitted  to  the  country  in  1997,  Botti 
said.  Currently,  the  agency,  which  has  a  staff  of  eight 
and  a  budget  of  almost  $3  million,  mostly  from  federal 
funds,  settles  about  2,000  refugees  each  year  through 
34  diocesan  programs. 

—  James  H.  Thrall  is  deputy  director  of  news  and  information  for  the 
Episcopal  Church.  Ed  Stannard  is  news  editor  for  Episcopal  Life, 
the  national  newspaper  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

For  information  on  the  Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry  in  East  Carolina, 
an  EMM  affiliate,  contact  Judith  Castranova  at  9 1 9/633-9009. 


Episcopal  Church  Recovers  All  But  $100,000  From  Ellen  Cooke  Embezzlement 


(ENS)  The  Episcopal  Church  has  recovered  all 
but  about  $100,000  from  the  $2.2  million 
embezzlement  by  former  treasurer  Ellen  Cooke, 
according  to  a  report  to  Executive  Council  meeting 
in  Toronto,  November  7-11. 

After  deducting  about  $320,000  in  costs 
associated  with  the  case,  the  net  loss  to  the  church 
has  been  $422,094,  the  church  treasurer's  office 
reported.  The  treasurer's  report  did  not  include 


interest  that  would  have  been  earned  on  the  lost 
funds. 

"Those  are  the  figures,  and  that  ends  it  as  far  as 
we're  concerned,"  said  Bishop  Don  Wimberly  of  the 
Diocese  of  Lexington,  speaking  for  the  council's 
administration  and  finance  committee. 

Staff  at  the  Episcopal  Church  Center  discovered 
in  February,  1995,  that  Cooke  had  embezzled  the 
$2.2  million.  She  is  serving  a  five-year  term  in  a 


prison  in  West  Virginia  after  pleading  guilty  to 
income  tax  evasion  and  transporting  stolen  money 
across  state  lines. 

"We  promised  that  we  would  make  a  full  report 
on  the  situation,"  said  Presiding  Bishop  Edmond 
Browning.  "And  I  consider  this  a  closing  of  the  door 
on  that  chapter."  He  noted  that  he  was  "very  pleased 
with  the  way  it's  come  out,"  and  added  that  Cooke 
"continues  to  be  in  my  prayers." 
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Executive  Council's  Diocesan  Visits  Garner  Both  Criticism  and  Praise 


(ENS)  "This  triennium  has  been  rocked  by  scandal 
after  scandal.  .  .  .  Our  people  are  embarrassed  and  are 
calling  for  us  to  renew  the  public  face  of  the  Episcopal 
Church." 

Bishop  Christopher  Epting  of  Iowa  was  reporting 
back  to  the  Executive  Council  meeting  in  Toronto, 
November  7-11,  what  council  members  and  church 
center  staff  had  heard  from  more  than  3,000  members 
over  the  past  year.  The  series  of  visits  had  taken  two 
member  teams  to  almost  every  diocese. 

"Faithful,  dedicated  Episcopalians  ...  are  literally 


begging  the  Episcopal  Church  to  lead  and  to  project  a 
worthy  life,"  reported  Epting.  Then  he  and  other 
members  of  the  council's  committee  on  planning  and 
evaluation  led  the  council  members  in  discussions  of 
"what  the  church  is  saying  to  us." 

What  the  visiting  teams  had  heard  included  praise, 
especially  for  the  Presiding  Bishop's  Fund  for  V/orld 
Relief  and  the  United  Thank  Offering,  for  national 
stewardship  efforts,  and  for  the  rural  and  small  church 
office.  But  it  also  included  sharp  and  sometimes  bitter 
critiques  of  national  program  priorities,  communication 


efforts,  the  provincial  structure,  the  size  and  scope  of 
General  Convention,  and  the  dual  roles  of  the  presiding 
bishop  as  spiritual  leader  and  chief  executive  officer. 

The  committee  read  all  the  reports  of  those  visits 
—  three  about  each  diocese,  a  total  of  240  —  and  got 
the  message:  "The  role  of  the  national  church  should  be 
to  support,  enable  and  facilitate  [local]  ministry."  That 
statement  appears  in  the  first  paragraph  of  their 
summary,  "What  We  Heard." 


Episcopal  Church  Sets  Dialogue  on  Racism  for  Martin  Luther  King  Birthday 


(ENS)  For  years  the  Rev.  Ed  Rodman,  canon 
missioner  in  the  Diocese  of  Massachusetts,  rankled  at 
the  way  the  January  Martin  Luther  King  holiday  was 
not  celebrated.  Last  year,  he  decided  to  do  something 
about  it. 

Because  of  his  action,  next  month  thousands  in  our 
church  will  find  themselves  creating  what  could 
become  a  new  tradition  on  the  birthday  of  the  slain 
civil  rights  leader:  a  dialogue  about  racism  and  an 
assessment  of  our  progress  at  eradicating  it. 

"Just  as  we  celebrate  other  traditional  things — 
fireworks  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  turkey  on 


Thanksgiving  —  on  the  King  holiday,  I  hope  religious 
people,  at  least,  will  say  'Okay,  today  we  are  going  to 
do  a  gut  check  on  where  we  are  in  relationship  to  social 
justice  and  racial  justice  issues,'"  Rodman  said. 

When  Presiding  Bishop  Edmond  Browning  and 
House  of  Deputies  President  Pamela  Chinnis  received 
Rodman's  letter,  they  called  together  a  committee  "to 
plan  for  a  churchwide  dialogue  to  begin  on  January  20, 
1997." 

That  committee's  work  has  resulted  in  a  140-page 
"Resource  for  a  National  Dialogue  on  Anti-Racism."  It 
contains  worship  resources,  ground  rules,  study  aids 


and  five  suggested  models  for  dialogue  complete  with 
exercises,  discussion  questions  and  activities.  The 
packet  has  been  mailed  to  every  Episcopal 
congregation,  school,  college  and  seminary. 

"It  is  our  intention,"  write  Browning  and  Chinnis  in 
their  introduction  to  the  packet,  "that  this  be  the  first 
such  event  and  that  our  church  honor  Dr.  King  each 
year  by  coming  together  in  dialogue.  For  some  this 
may  be  an  annual  event  only.  For  others,  a  dialogue 
group  formed  on  that  day  may  continue  long  into  the 
year." 


Diocesan  Investigation  Continues  into  Long  Island  Scandal 


(ENS)  Action  by  the  Episcopal  Diocese  of  Long 
Island  launching  an  independent  investigation  into 
recent  allegations  of  sexual  misconduct  by  clergy  won 
praise  from  Presiding  Bishop  Edmond  Browning  and 
the  church's  Executive  Council. 

The  diocese's  annual  convention,  November  9,  set 
aside  up  to  $100,000  to  look  into  claims  by  two 
Brazilian  men  that  the  Rev.  William  Lloyd  Andries  of 
St.  Gabriel's  Church  in  Brooklyn  brought  them  to  the 
United  States  to  be  sexual  partners  for  a  group  of 
homosexual  and  bisexual  clergy.  According  to  an 
article  in  Penthouse  magazine,  the  Brazilian  men 


claim  that  the  priests  engaged  in  drug  use  and  sexual 
orgies  in  St.  Gabriel's. 

In  a  letter  shared  with  the  Executive  Council  at  its 
meeting  in  Toronto,  November  7-11,  and  then  sent  to 
all  dioceses,  Browning  expressed  his  full  support  for 
the  diocese's  actions.  If  true,  the  allegations  "are  • 
outrageous,"  Browning  said.  "I,  along  with  persons 
of  all  faiths,  deplore  sexual  exploitation  and  abuse  of 
any  kind." 

The  investigation  will  continue  for  several  weeks, 
according  to  the  president  of  the  standing  committee 
of  the  Diocese  of  Long  Island. 


The  Rev.  Richard  Brewer  said  December  17  that 
interviews  with  those  involved  in,  or  with  any 
knowledge  of,  the  alleged  events  could  conclude  by 
the  end  of  January.  "But  it's  difficult  to  say  because 
as  the  interviews  progress  we  find  there  are  others  we 
should  speak  with,"  he  said. 

The  interviews  are  being  conducted  by  James 
F.  O'Rourke  of  the  New  York  law  firm  of  Skadden, 
Arps,  Meagher  and  Flom,  and  Bishop  O'Kelley 
Whitaker,  whom  Bishop  Orris  Walker  of  Long  Island 
has  named  to  participate  in  the  independent 
investigation. 


Executive  Council  Turns  to  Surpluses  to  Help  Finance  $40.5  Million  Budget 


(ENS)  Facing  a  continuing  shortfall  in  diocesan 
contributions  to  the  national  church,  the  Executive 
Council  approved  a  $40.5  million  budget  for  1997 
with  a  $3.4  million  deficit. 

The  council,  meeting  in  Toronto  November  7-11, 
agreed  to  close  the  gap  by  trimming  programs  and  by 
using  surplus  funds  from  earlier  years.  Even  so,  the 
budget  assumes  a  four  percent  increase  in 
contributions  from  dioceses  in  1997,  $1  million  more 
than  the  $25  million  received  this  year.  The  1997 
budget  is  about  $2.9  million  higher  than  1996's 
revised  plan,  mostly  because  of  expenses  of  next 
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year's  General  Convention. 

Projected  revenues  totaled  $37. 1  million.  The 
remaining  $3.4  million  will  come  from  several 
sources: 

•  $1.6  million  in  surplus  from  1995.  Among 
other  purposes,  the  budget  includes  $400,200 
of  that  money  to  pay  for  a  reopened  planned- 
giving  office,  which  Executive  Council 
approved  during  its  June  meeting. 

•  $1  million  from  reserves — unspent  money 

from  before  the  1995-97  triennium.  Those 
funds,  totaling  $8.5  million,  were  identified 
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earlier  this  year  by  the  treasurer's  office 
during  its  examination  of  national  church 
accounts. 

$600,000  in  cuts  from  the  program  budget,  a 
reduction  from  the  $19.3  million  budgeted 
by  the  1994  General  Convention.  However, 
about  $600,000,  approximately  half  of  the 
cuts  made  to  the  1996  program  budget,  will 
be  restored. 

$200,000  in  other  reductions. 


--»»-•• 
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Light  of  Love  is  Burning  in  the  Streets  of  Darkness 


Book  review  by  Elizabeth  Buck 


AMAZING  GRACE:  The  Lives  of  Children  and  the 
Conscience  of  a  Nation  (Harper  Perennial) 
by  Jonathan  Kozol 

"  'If  you  weave  enough  bad  things  into  the  fibers  of 
a  person's  life  —  sickness  and  filth,  old  mattresses  and 
other  junk  thrown  in  the  streets  and  other  ugly  ruined 
things,  and  ruined  people,  a  prison  here,  sewage  there, 
drug  dealers  here,  the  homeless  people  over  there,  then 
give  us  the  very  worst  schools  anyone  could  think  of, 
hospitals  that  keep  you  waiting  for  ten  hours,  police 
that  don't  show  up  when  someone's  dying,  take  the 
train  that's  underneath  the  street  in  the  good  neighbor- 
hoods and  put  it  up  above  where  it  shuts  out  the  sun, 
you  can  guess  that  life  will  not  be  very  nice  and 
children  will  not  have  much  sense  of  being  glad  of  who 
they  are.  Sometimes  it  feels  like  we've  been  buried  six 
teet  under  their  perceptions.  This  is  what  I  feel  they 
have  accomplished.'" 

This  adolescent's  statement  recorded  by  Jonathan 
Kozol  in  AMAZING  GRACE  summarizes  the  plight  of 
the  people  who  live  in  the  South  Bronx  in  New  York 
City.  Kozol,  a  leading  educator  and  social  justice  ad- 
vocate, depicts  the  deplorable  situations  of  some  of  our 
nation's  children. 

A  seven-year-old  boy  led  the  author  around  the 
neighborhood.  "  'They're  burning  bodies  there  ...  the 
bodies  of  people.'"  (What  they  were  really  burning 
were  amputated  limbs,  fetal  tissue,  and  other  waste 
products  from  New  York  City  hospitals.)  A  mother 
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comments  that  "They  put  a  lot  of  things  into  our 
neighborhood  that  no  one  wants." 

In  one  section  of  a  housing  unit  there  are  twenty- 
seven  cases  of  AIDS.  A  nine-year-old  girl  died  of 
AIDS  after  her  mother's  boyfriend  raped  her  right  in  her 
bed.  A  woman  died  of  AIDS  but  was  never  sick  enough 
to  qualify  for  SSI. 

One  child  speaks  of  the  little  altars  in  the  streets 
made  by  people  putting  cardboard  boxes  with  candles 
where  someone  was  shot.  These  little  altars  are  on  the 
sidewalks  all  over  the  South  Bronx.  The  children 
cannot  play  outdoors  because  of  the  shootings. 

The  author  describes  a  building  where  an  eight- 
year-old  boy  fell  in  the  elevator  shaft  and  died.  The 
elevator  had  been  broken  for  a  long  time.  The  building 
had  garbage  piled  five  feet  high  in  an  airshaft.  The 
telephone  company  went  to  the  building  ten  times 
because  the  rats  ate  through  the  walls  and  chewed  the 
phone  lines. 

A  woman  goes  to  the  emergency  room  at  the 
hospital  and  must  sit  up  for  five  hours  then  is  held  in  the 
corridor  for  four  nights  before  a  bed  is  found  for  her. 

Relating  stories  such  as  these,  Kozol  gives  voice  to 
those  too  seldom  heard.  It  is  not  easy  reading.  At  times 
it  is  overwhelming  to  think  that  people  must  live  in  such 
intolerable  conditions.  I  felt  a  strong  desire  to  close  the 
book  and  try  to  forget  what  I  had  read! 

The  only  light  in  all  the  dark  surroundings  are  the 
reports  of  conversations  with  the  people  who  are 
surviving  and  still  have  hope  while  they  struggle. 


When  asked  to  speak  of  something  beautiful,  the 
children  mentioned  flowers,  mother,  baby  brother,  and 
life  itself.  One  child  wanted  to  be  an  x-ray  technician, 
but  most  aspire  to  the  level  of  jobs  such  as  sanitation 
man.  Mothers  watch  over  their  children  as  the  young 
ones  play  in  the  schoolyard  at  games  that  have  come 
down  through  the  generations. 

The  children  have  feelings  for  the  animals  they 
love  and  visions  of  heaven  where  "people  wear  a 
nightgown,  white,  because  they're  angels.  All  little 
children  who  die  when  they  are  young  will  go  to 
heaven.  Dogs  and  cats  go  to  animal  heaven  ...  You  pay 
for  things  you  need  with  smiles." 

Kozol  comments  that  this  is  showing  us 
"something  very  different  from  the  customary  picture 
we  are  given  of  young  thugs  and  future  whores.  There 
is  a  golden  moment  here  that  our  society  has  chosen 
not  to  seize.  We  have  not  nourished  this  part  of  the 
hearts  of  children,  not  in  New  York,  not  really 
anywhere." 

AMAZING  GRACE  is  a  difficult  book  to  read  but 
it  is  a  clarion  call  to  the  people  of  this  nation  and 
especially  to  Christians.  There  is  a  light  of  love  that  is 
burning,  however  dimly,  in  those  streets  of  darkness.  If 
these  are  true  pictures  of  some  streets  and  neighbor- 
hoods in  America,  the  wake-up  call  should  be  loud  and 
clear  to  those  of  us  living  in  "pleasant  places"  to 
minister  in  Christ's  name  to  these  His  children.  As  He 
said  in  Matthew  25,  "Inasmuch  as  ye  did  it  not  to  one 
of  the  least  of  these,  ye  did  it  not  to  me." 
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A  special  thank  you 
to  Marie  Perry 
for  her  generous  gift 
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During  Lent 


My  children,  I  am  to  be  with  you  for  a  little  longer,  then  you  will  look  for 
me,  and,  as  I  told  the  Jews,  I  tell  you  now:  where  I  am  going  you  cannot 
come.  I  give  you  a  new  commandment:  love  one  another;  as  I  have  loved  you, 
so  you  are  to  love  one  another.  If  there  is  this  love  among  you,  then  everyone 
will  know  that  you  are  my  disciples 

John  13:33-35 


A  Quiet  Day  in  Lent 


February  19,  1997;  9  am  -  3  pm 


The  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd,  Bishop  Coadjutor 
Spiritual  Director 

The  Day  will  begin  with  Morning  Prayer  and  Meditation  at  9  am  in  the  Chapel 
of  Julian  of  Norwich,  after  which  there  will  be  time  for  walks  on  the  beach  or 
grounds,  meditative  reading  and  prayer.  Lunch  will  follow  Noonday  Prayer.  Another 
meditation  led  by  Bishop  Daniel  will  be  held  at  1  pm.  The  Day  will  conclude  with 
the  Celebration  of  the  Holy  Eucharist  at  2:30  pm. 

Register  by  calling  Trinity  Center,  (919)  247-5600.  Cost  of  the  Day,  including 
lunch,  is  $10.  A  limited  number  of  rooms  may  be  available  for  those  who  wish  to 
come  the  afternoon  before.  Please  check  with  Jacque  Mason  at  Trinity  Center. 

Bishop  Daniel  will  also  be  available  for  spiritual  direction  and  the  Rite  of 
Reconciliation.  He  invites  us  to  join  with  him  in  this  reflection  on  the  discipleship  of 
Christ. 


A  Lenten  Clergy  Retreat 


February  23-25,  1997 


The  Rt.  Rev.  B.  Sidney  Sanders  &  The  Rev.  Thomas  Cure 
Meditation  Leaders  and  Spiritual  Directors 

A  time  for  the  clergy  of  the  Diocese  to  join  together  in  quiet  reflection  during 
Lent.  The  retreat  begins  with  Evening  Prayer  at  5:30,  the  evening  meal,  a  7:30 
meditation  led  by  Bishop  Sanders  and  concludes  with  luncheon  on  Tuesday.  All  day 
Monday  and  Tuesday  morning  will  be  spent  in  praying  the  Daily  Offices,  and  led 
Meditations.  There  will  be  time  for  private  talks  and  confession  with  the  Spiritual 
Directors  as  well  as  a  chance  to  be  in  retreat  with  fellow  clergy  and  to  have  quiet 
time  alone. 


A  Mid-Lenten  Retreat 


March  7-9 


The  Rev.  W.  Cherry  Livingston,  Spiritual  Director 


Let  us  love  one  another  as  we  join  in  quiet  and  reflection  together  at  Trinity 
Center,  beginning  Friday  afternoon  at  5:30  and  concluding  with  luncheon  on 
Sunday,  March  9. 

Fr.  Livingston,  a  well-known  and  gifted  Spiritual  Director  in  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina,  will  offer  several  different  experiences  in  contempletative  prayer, 
including  centering  prayer,  spiritual  exercises  of  St.  Ignatius,  and  electio  divina 
during  the  weekend.  Fr.  Livingston  will  lead  prayer  periods  on  the  different  methods 
and  then  allow  the  retreatants  time  alone  to  pray.  The  prayer  of  the  Church,  the  Daily 
Office,  will  be  prayed,  the  Holy  Eucharist  will  be  celebrated.  There  will  be  time  to 
walk  the  beach,  read,  pray  and  reflect.  The  Rite  of  Reconciliation  and  spiritual 
direction  will  be  available.  Time  spent  in  retreat  in  the  Stillness  of  Trinity  prepares 
us  for  loving  and  living  in  our  Lord's  way. 


Registration  for  Lenten  Retreats 

$112  for  the  entire  retreat,  includes  single  room  and  meals.  $20  deposit  required. 
Make  checks  payable  to  The  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  and  return  with  the  regis- 
tration form  to:  Spiritual  Resources  Commission,  Flo  Shedd,  ObJN,  Trinity 
Center,  Post  Office  Drawer  380,  Salter  Path,  NC  28575 
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1997  Calendar 


January  16^/* 


January  19 


January  24-25 
J" 


January  25*^ 
January  26 


Jan.  31- Feb.  1 


Choral  "Reading  Session"  and  workshop  sponsored  by  the  Raleigh 

area  AGO  and  Burrage  Music  Company.  Begins  at  9  am  at  St. 
Andrews  Presbyterian  Church  on  Falls  of  the  Neuse  Road  in 
Raleigh.  Music  covers  Lent,  Easter,  Communion,  and  general; 
unison,  2  part,  3  part,  and  SATB.  For  more  information  call  Eric 

Ennis  at  Burrage  Music,  919/872-021 1. 

Third  Sunday  Evensong  series  in  celebration  of  the  church  of  the 

Servant,  Wilmington's,  new  worship  space  which  was  acoustically 
designed  to  enhance  the  beauty  of  this  Anglican  tradition.  Church 

of  the  Servant,  Wilmington  at  5:30  pm. 

Workshop  for  Church  Musicians,  Choirs  and  Music  Lovers 

sponsored  by  St.  Titus'  Episcopal  Church,  Durham,  The  Episcopal 
Diocese  of  North  Carolina  and  the  Department  of  Music  at  North 
Carolina  Central  University.  Dr.  Horace  Clarence  Boyer,  General 
Editor  of  Lift  Every  Voice  and  Sing  II,  will  be  the  workshop  leader. 
For  information  contact  Marsha  Beam  at  St.  Titus'  Episcopal 
Church,  919/682-5504  or  919/596-7272. 

DIOCESAN  CHOIR  REHEARSAL  for  the  annual  convention 
which  will  be  in  Wilmington  February  6-8.  The  rehearsal  is  at  St. 
Paul's.  Wilmington,  at  10:30  AM. 

rt.Jbi^i\jL_  UM^K  II:  Sounds  Celestial  —  a  mid  winter  concert  of 
music  at  St.  Paul's,  Greenville,  for  performed  by  guests  Bo 
Newsome,  oboist,  and  Chrism^  \%iArsdale,  harpist,  at  5  pm.  For 
more  information  call  919/752-3482 

Religious  Arts  Festival  sponsored  by  ....  ~"rolina  University 
School   of  Music.   David  Hurd,  organist-^  and  John 

Yarrington,  choral  conductor  and  composer  will  be  the  festival 
leaders.  There  will  be  master  classes  on  hymn  writing,  composition, 
arranging  and  ^horal  conducting.   The  event  will  conclude  with  a 

hymn  fe   rival  coordinator  is  i       Janette  Fishell, 

associate  professor  of  organ  and  church  niuoi-  ...   pr- 
eformation contact  Dr.  Fishell  at  919/328-1261. 
DIOCESAN  CHOIR  REHEARSAL  at  5  pm  at  St  Paul's, 
Wilmington. February  7  Evensong  with  Schola  Cantorum  at  6:00  pm 
at  Church  of  the  Servant.  February  9  "Alleluia  Sunday"  Choral 
Evensong  sung  by  the  St.  Paul's,  Greenville,  choir  featuring  music 
of  Leo  Sowerby,  the  "Dean"  of  American  Church  music,  at  5  pm, 
February  23.  Evensong  at  Christ  Church,  New  Bern,  with 
Schola  Cantorum  at  5  pm.  For  more  information  call  the 
church  office  at  919/633-2109. 

Evensong  at  Christ  Church,  New  Bern,  with  the  Madrigal 
Singers  of  St.  Mary's,  Kinston,  at  5  pm. 

"Ancient  Music  for  a  Modern  World"  —  This  Gregorian 
Evensong  is  sung  on  "mid-Lent"  Sunday  by  members  of  the  St. 
Cecilia's,  St.  David's,  and  St.  Paul's  choirs  at  5  pm  at  St.  Paul's, 
Greenville. 

Evensong  at  Christ  Church,  New  Bern,  with  the  choir  of  St. 
James,  Wilmington,  at  5  pm. 

Evensong  at  Christ  Church,  New  Bern,  with  the  choir  of  St. 
Paul's,  Greenville  at  5  pm. 

Duo  Organ  Recital  performed  by  Colin   Andrews   and  Janette 
Fishell,  Elizabeth  City.  Location  and  time,  TBA. 
ABENDMUSIK  III:    "The    King  of   Instruments  Meets  the 
Instrument  of  Kings"  —  Organist  Colin  Andrews  and  trumpeter 

Britton  Theurer  join  forces  in  this  concert  of  festive  music  for 
organ  and  trumpet  at  5:00  pm  at  St.  Paul's,  Greenville. 


The  commission  of  Liturgy  and  music  would  like  for  this  to  be  an  ongoing 
calendar  of  musical  offerings  in  our  diocese  and  beyond  that  are  available  to  all.  If 
you  would  like  to  have  events  in  your  parish  listed,  please  send  these  to  Mrs.  Betsy 
Overton,  Rt.  1 ,  Box  254,  Aulander,  NC  27805.  The  calendar  will  be  updated  with 
each  edition  of  Cross  Current. 
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Respond 

Dear  Editor: 

I  have  rarely  been  more  shocked  and  disgusted  than  by  "Pontius' 
Puddle"  in  Cross  Current  today  —  shocked  at  the  sheer  vulgarity  of  such 
a  thing  in  a  Church  publication  and  disgusted  at  the  cheap  mockery  of 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  stories  in  the  world.  It  is  sick  that  our  young 
people  should  be  exposed  to  trash  like  this.  Mary  and  Joseph  changed 
into  a  quarrelsome  couple;  Mary  into  a  whining,  ungrateful  scold, 
displeased  at  every  detail  of  her  experience  except  the  baby;  and  all  of 
her  rancor  expressed  so  disagreeably.  I  can't  imagine  a  surer  way  to 
hold  the  Christmas  story  up  to  ridicule  and  contempt. 

The  buffoonery  of  the  Towneley  cycle  Second  Shepherd's  Play 
amuses  me  as  much  as  it  does  everyone  else,  but  this  thing  is  degrading, 
so  repellent  that  if  I  found  it  in  any  magazine  that  I  subscribe  to,  I  would 
cancel  my  subscription  at  once. 

If  Cross  Current  is  going  to  continue  to  prattie  about  Christian  life,  it 
had  better  avoid  anything  as  un-Christian  as  this. 

Yours  very  truly, 
Elizabeth  Moore,  Edenton 


To  the  Editor: 

My  father,  a  resident  of  Wilmington,  was  catching  up  on  some 
reading,  including  the  October  issue  of  Cross  Current,  during  a  recent 
flight  to  visit  me  and  my  family  at  our  home  in  Laurel,  Md.  He  had  read 
most  of  the  issue  and  was  about  to  toss  it  when  he  happened  upon  an 
article  I  had  written.  He  was  surprised  and,  when  he  showed  it  to  me,  so 
was  I. 

The  article  was  one  I  had  written  for  the  newsletter  of  an 
organization  called  Ministry  of  Money,  which  tries  to  help  people  become 
sensitive  to  Christ's  leadings  in  the  realm  of  their  finances.  I  was 
describing  one  of  their  "basic  workshops"  that  I  had  attended,  and  its 
substantial  effect  on  me. 

I'm  glad  you  found  the  article  worthy  of  reusing.  I  have  two  things  to 
add.  One,  I  grew  up  in  St.  John's,  Wilmington,  and  so  have  ties  to  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina  of  which  you  were  unaware. 

Second,  as  was  clear  in  the  article,  I  highly  recommend  the  Ministry 
of  Money.  Anyone  wishing  for  a  further  introduction  to  its  work  can  get 
the  newsletter  by  writing  to  Ministry  of  Money,  2  Professional  Drive, 
Suite  220,  Gaithersburg,  MD  20879-3420. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Joe  Murchison,  Laurel,  MD 


Dear  Editor: 

The  November  issue  of  Cross  Current  is  the  finest  paper  we  have  ever 
bad  in  East  Carolina.  I  have  read  every  word  except  the  Spanish,  and  am 
deeply  impressed. 

Best  Wishes, 

Ed  Jeffress,  Wilmington 
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Calendar 


January 

Executive  Council.  Diocesan  House,  9:30  am  10 

St.  Christopher's.  Havelock,  Vestry  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  10-11 

Christ  Church,  New  Bern,  Vestry  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  10-11 

St.  Timothy's,  Greenville,  Vestry  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  10-11 

St.  Paul's,  Wilmington,  Vestry  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  10-12 

Diocesan  Aultreya  at  St.  Mary's,  Kinston,  10  am  11 

Holy  Trinity.  Hertford,  Vestry  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  11-12 

Interfaith  Refugee,  Diocesan  House,  10  am  14 

Clergy  Deployment  Office  Profile  Workshop,  Diocesan  House,  10  -  3  pm  14 

Family  Ministries,  Diocesan  House,  10  am  15 

Standing  Committee.  Diocesan  House,  11:15  am  16 

Stewardship  Commission  Meeting,  Diocesan  House,  2  pm  16 

Pamlico  Deanery  Pre-Convention  Meeting,  St.  Peter's,  Washington  16 

Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd.  Wilmington,  Vestry  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  17-18 
The  Rev.  Sean  Cavanaugh's  Ordination,  tentative — 

St.  Andrew's,  Wilmington.  10  am  18 

St.  James',  Wilmington,  Vestry  Retreat.  Trinity  Center  17-19 

Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville,  Vestry  Retreat.  Trinity  Center  17-19 

St.  Anne's,  Jacksonville,  Vestry  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  17-19 

Holy  Trinity,  Hampstead,  Vestry  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  19-20 

Diocesan  Office  Closed  for  Martin  Luther  King  Day  20 

Elderhostel,  Trinity  Center  19-24 

Bishops  &  Spouses  Meeting.  Sewanee  20-22 

Diocesan  Youth  Celebration.  St.  Paul's,  Edenton  24 

St.  Mary's,  Kinston,  Vestry  Retreat.  Trinity  Center  24-25 

St.  James  the  Fisherman,  Shallotte,  Vestry  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  24-26 

Diocesan  Choir  Rehearsal,  St.  Paul's,  Wilmington,  10:30  am  25 

Trinity  Deanery  Pre-Convention  Meeting,  St.  Mary's,  Kinston  25 

Upper  Cape  Fear  Pre-Convention  Deanery  Meeting,  10  am  25 

St.  Thomas',  Oriental.  Vestry  Retreat.  Trinity  Center  25-26 

ECW  Board  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  28-29 

Christ  Church,  New  Bern,  Stephen  Ministry  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  31-2/1 

St.  Stephen's,  Goldsboro.  Vestry  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  31-2/1 

St.  Philip's,  Southport.  Vestry /Planning  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  1-2/2 

February 

New  Beginnings  Board  Meeting.  Diocesan  House.  1 1  am  -  2  pm  1 

New  Beginnings  Board  Meeting.  Diocesan  House,  1  pm  -  4  pm  1 

The  Healing  Wheel,  Trinity  Center  2-7 

Youth  Task  Force,  Wilmington  5 

Diocesan  Choir  Rehersal,  St.  Paul's.  Wilmington,  5  pm  6 

Annual  Convention.  Wilmington  6-8 

Bogue  Shore  Watercolor  Workshop.  Trinity  Center  9-14 

St.  Timothy's,  Greenville,  EYC  Retreat.  Trinity  Center  14-16 

Elderhostel,  Trinity  Center  16-21 

Quiet  Day,  Trinity  Center  19 

Camp  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  10:30  am  20 

St.  Paul's-in-the-Pines,  Fayetteville,  Youth,  Trinity  Center  21-23 

Youth  Commission  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  21-23 

Clergy  Lenten  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  23-24 

Christ  Church,  New  Bern,  Parish  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  28-3/2 

The  Bishops'  Visitation  Schedules 
Bishop  Sanders 

Jan.  12  Church  of  the  Advent,  Williamston 

Jan.  19  St.  Christopher's,  Elizabethtown 

Jan.  26  St.  Paul's,  Washington 

Feb.  2  St.  Peter's,  Washington 

Feb.  16         St.  Peter's,  Sunbury 

Feb.  23  St.  Mary's,  Kinston 

Mar.  2  Good  Shepard,  Wilmington 


Bishop  Daniel 

Jan.  12  St.  Francis,  Goldsboro 

Jan.  26  St.  Thomas,  Ahoskie 

Feb.  2  St.  Andrew's-on-the-Sound, 

Wilmington 
Feb.  16         Grace  Church,  Trenton 
Feb.  23  Grace  Church,  Plymouth 

Mar.  2  Emmanuel,  Farmville 
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Vines  Bear  Fruit  at  Diocesan  Convention 


by  Patrick  Joyce 

The  groundwork  for  the  smoothness  and 
success  of  the  1 14th  convention  of  the  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina,  held  in  Wilmington  Feb.  6-8,  was 
laid  a  year  previously  at  the  1 1 3th  convention. 

It  was  at  that  coming  together  of  the  Diocese 
that  the  Rt.  Rev.  B.  Sidney  Sanders,  diocesan 
bishop,  quoted  John  15:5  and  said  "I  am  the  vine 
and  you  are  the  branches.  You  have  not  chosen  me 
but  I  have  chosen  you.  .  .not  for  your  sake  but  so 
that  you  may  bear  much  fruit.  .  .fruit  that  will  last." 

If  the  idea  was  planted  last  year,  it  became 
clear  at  last  month's  convention  that  the  vine  and 
branches  are  bearing  fruit.  The  convention  was,  in 
a  word,  smooth.  There  was  little  or  no 
controversy.  Business  sessions  and  discussion 
groups  ran  ahead  of  schedule.  The  resolutions 
considered  on  the  floor  of  the  convention  were 
passed  or  otherwise  dealt  with  in  quick  order. 
Delegates  seemed  to  appreciate  and  make  good  use 
of  the  opportunity  for  discussing  convention 
business  during  the  Thursday  afternoon  dialogue 
sessions  and  the  Friday  afternoon  hearings.  If 


there  was  a  stern  moment,  Bishop  Sanders 
expressed  it  in  his  address  on  Friday  when  he  took 
about  25  percent  of  his  time  talking  about 
stewardship.  He  laid  it  on  the  line  when  he  said, 
"If  you  are  one  of  the  churches  in  this  diocese  who 
is  taking  advantage  of  our  voluntary  corporate 
giving  program  to  pledge  1 0  per  cent  or  less  of 
your  parishes  income  to  the  diocese,  you  are  not 
supporting  your  diocesan  program  in  any  way." 

The  Bishop  made  it  clear  that  there  are  those 
who  are  doing  all  they  can  but  he  added,  "There 
are  many  parishes  who  have  the  wealth  and  ability 
to  so  very  much  more."  Bishop  Sanders  called  on 
the  vestries  of  those  parishes  to  meet  again  and 
give  serious  consideration  to  the  matter  of  raising 
their  pledge.  He  was  being  only  "half  sociable" 
when  he  offered  to  have  himself  or  Bishop  Daniel 
attend  such  a  meeting. 

Whereas  Bishop  Sanders  stirred  his  flock  last 

year  with  his  "vine  and  branches"  sermon,  both 

Youth  Representatives  offer  communion  elements 

if£  "Vines"  con't  on  page  6;  En  espanol  en  pagina  10  for  Eucharist. 


Voices  Lifted  in  Praise  for  Ministry  of  Absalom  Jones 


by  the  Rev.  Bonnie  Clarke 

"Then  people  will  come  from  east  and 
west,  from  north  and  south,  and  will  sit  at 
table  in  the  kingdom  of  God.  "  (Luke  13:29) 

On  Sunday  afternoon,  February  16,  1997,  that 
vision  of  the  kingdom  was  manifest  on  earth  as 
people  came  from  Wilmington,  Fayetteville, 
Edenton,  and  other  parts  of  the  Diocese  to  fill  St. 
Augustine's  Episcopal  Church,  Kinston,  for  the 
service  of  Holy  Eucharist  to  commemorate  the 
ministry  of  the  Rev.  Absalom  Jones. 

"The  service  showed  some  remarkable  vitality 
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in  the  part  of  Black  Episcopalians  in  the  Diocese 
of  East  Carolina,"  said  the  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel, 
3rd,  Bishop  Coadjutor.  "It  was  an  absolutely  up- 
lifting service  that  celebrated  the  great 
contribution  that  black  ordained  leaders  have 
made  to  this  Church." 

During  the  processional  hymn  "Blessed 
Absalom,"  acolytes,  banners,  and  clergy  from 
churches  participating  in  the  Episcopal 
Consultative  Commission  (ECC)  entered  the 
church  with  the  ECC  choir. 

ijl  "Voices"  con't  on  page  1 2 


Clergy  join  Bishop  Daniel  around  altar. 
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A  Radical  New  Nature 


Sermon  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  B.  Sidney  Sanders  at  the  Opening  Service  of  the  114th  Annual  Convention 
February  6,  1997 


The  theme  for  this  year's  convention  is  "In  Everything  Give  Thanks." 
When  I  was  approximately  ten  years  old,  I  wanted  a  bicycle  more  than  I 
wanted  life  itself.  In  fact,  I  didn't  WANT  a  bicycle,  I  NEEDED  a  bicycle. 
Dad  traveled  with  work.   He  came  in  town  the  Saturday  before  Christmas. 
We  went  to  a  used  bicycle  shop  in  downtown  Nashville.  I  could  take  you 
there  to  this  day.  The  man  wanted  $5  for  a  shiny  used  bicycle  that  looked 
brand  new.  Dad  wanted  to  bargain  and  offered  him  $4.  I  did  not  understand 
bargaining,  and  since  I  was  tremendously  excited,  I  began  spouting  off  at  the 
mouth.   "Why  that  bicycle  looks  so  good,"  I  remember  saying  to  the  man, 
"I'll  bet  my  dad  would  even  give  you  $5.25  or  maybe  even  $5.75  for  it."  I 
really  don't  remember  what  happened  next.  I  don't  think  Dad  got  visibly 
angry.  The  next  thing  I  remember  is  being  in  the  car  with  Dad  and  without 
the  bicycle.  In  fact.  I've  never  been  given  a  bicycle  to  this  day. 

"In  Everything  Give  Thanks."  It's  not  always  easy,  is  it?  It  was 
impossible  for  that  ten-year-old  boy  I  used  to  be.  Almost  as  impossible  for 
the  man  I  am  today. 

Oh,  I  can  rationalize  it.  I  can  say  that  I  ought  to  give  thanks  that  Dad 
taught  me  about  bargaining.  Or  maybe  that  wasn't  it  at  all.   Maybe  it  was 
just  an  excuse  not  to  get  me  a  bicycle  because  Dad  worried  about  me  so  much 
and  he  was  afraid  that  I  would  get  hurt  on  it.  I  ought  to  give  thanks  that  he 
cared  that  much  for  me.  I  ought  to  give  thanks  because.  .  .  .  But  somehow 
ought  and  thanksgiving  are  two  words  that  don't  belong  in  the  same  sentence. 
Once  you  use  the  word  "ought,"  you  cancel  out  even  the  remote  possibility  of 
thanksgiving. 

In  order  to  truly  experience  thanksgiving  as  the  Bible  understands  it.  we 
don't  need  to  alter  our  feelings  a  little  bit.  The  Bible  tells  it  like  it  is.  "We 
must  be  born  again."  We  are  not  talking  about  trying  a  whole  lot  harder;  we 
are  talking  about  a  radical  new  nature.  A  radical  new  nature  that  is  God's  gift 
to  each  of  us  at  baptism.  A  radical  new  person  for  which  thanksgiving  is  not 
an  occasional  forced  attitude,  but  a  totally  new  way  of  approaching  life. 

If  anyone  is  in  Christ,  they  are  a  new  creature.  Behold  the  old  has  passed 
away.  Behold  the  new  is  come.  If  you  are  in  Christ,  you  are  a  new  creature. 
Thanksgiving  ceases  to  be  a  response  that  is  adopted  occasionally,  it  becomes 
a  life  attitude.  And  along  with  the  gift  of  thanksgiving  comes  its  twin 
brother,  the  gift  of  joy.   And  alone  with  that  gift  of  joy  comes  the  gift  of 
abundant  life. 

A  contemporary  of  mine  said  recently  that  when  he  was  young,  he  used  to 
make  faces  at  the  mirror.  Now  that  he  has  gotten  over  sixty,  he  finds  that  the 
mirror  is  getting  even;  it  is  making  faces  back  at  him.  I  know  exactly  how  he 
feels.  But  when  I  heard  that  statement  all  I  could  think  of  is  thank  goodness 
they  haven't  invented  a  camera  that  can  take  a  picture  of  our  spirit.  And  then 
I  wondered  how  most  of  our  pictures  would  look  and  immediately  the  answer 
came — dry  and  shriveled.   Protectors.   Hoarders.  Clutchers.   So  afraid 
that  someone  might  get  something  that  we  perceive  to  be  rightfully  ours. 
Well,  I  am  sorry,  but  I  honestly  believe  that  our  lives  are  defined  not  by  the 
gifts  we  receive,  but  by  the  gifts  we  give,  and  our  life  portrait  will  be  painted 
on  whether  we  are  a  receiver  or  a  giver. 

It  has  been  my  privilege  to  spend  some  informal  time  in  the  presence  of 
Desmond  Tutu.  If  there  are  words  to  characterize  the  spirit  of  that  great  South 
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In  response  to  Bishop's  sermon,  a  bike  is  delivered  by  the  youth  at  the  convention 

African,  those  words  would  be  irrepressible,  inexhaustible  joy.  It  comes  from 
a  heart  filled  with  thanksgiving.  And  for  that  I  give  thanks. 

Jesus  is  the  bread  of  life;  the  water  that  always  quenches  thirst.  Jesus 
comes  that  we  might  have  abundant  life.  To  live  in  Christ  is  to  live  a  life  of 
thanksgiving.  Tonight  we  gather  at  Eucharist  to  receive  the  thankfulness  of 
the  Risen  Christ  into  ourselves.  We  will  know  what  we  have  received  by 
how  we  2ive.  Thanks  be  to  God! 
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The  Mountains  Are  High  and  the  Path  is  Steep 

Sermon  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd  to  Diocesan  Convention 

Saturday,  February  8,  1997 


What  I  am  about  to  relate  to  you  happened 
when  no  one  else  was  at  home  one  day  this  past 
September,  about  two  weeks  before  the 
consecration.  The  doorbell  rang,  and  when  I 
answered,  there  stood  the  UPS  delivery  person 
with  a  large  box  from  the  vestment  makers.  I  knew 
exactly  what  was  inside,  and  since  there  was  no 
one  else  at  home,  I  couldn't  resist  the  temptation  to 
take  just  one  quick  peek.  So  I  did.  .  .and  there, 
inside  the  box,  nestled  a  brand  new  miter  and  cope. 

I  thought  I  would  be  satisfied  just  looking  at 
them,  but  then  my  curiosity  simply  grew  too  great. 
I  had  to  try  them  on,  especially  since  I  was  alone, 
and  no  one  else  would  see.  So  first  I  slipped  on  the 
cope,  then  the  miter  and  turned  to  take  a  peek  in 
the  mirror,  just  a  quick  one,  mind  you. 

As  I  looked  in  the  mirror,  some  of  the  fun 
dissipated  a  bit  as  the  enormity  of  the  office  came 
to  rest  on  my  shoulders  and  head,  and  suddenly  the 
vestments  seemed  very  heavy,  indeed.  There  I 
was,  vested  and  looking  in  the  mirror  wondering 
exactly  who  this  person  staring  back  was,  when  the 
front  door  flew  open  and  in  raced  Charlotte,  my  10 
year  old  daughter.  She  stopped  dead  in  her  tracks 
and  we  stared  at  one  another  trying  to  figure  out 
exactly  what  one  says  in  a  moment  such  as  this. 

Summoning  up  what  dignity  I  could  muster  in 
the  moment,  I  said,  "How  do  I  look?"  And 
Charlotte,  with  a  wisdom  beyond  her  years  and 
with  a  tact  that  bodes  well  for  a  career  in  the 
diplomatic  corps  said,  "Well,  you  look  kind  of 
goony,  but  the  vestments  are  pretty." 

A  few  weeks  later,  after  the  consecration,  I  had 
a  dream.  In  my  dream,  I  was  standing  at  the  foot 
of  a  large  mountain.  In  my  dream,  I  was  wearing  a 
rochet  and  chimere  as  I  stood  looking  up  at  the 
enormous  mountain  before  me.  Somehow,  I  knew 
that  I  was  supposed  to  start  climbing  the  mountain, 
but  the  mountain  was  so  tall,  and  the  path  so  rocky 
and  steep! 

Needing  no  introduction,  a  voice  that  I  at  once 
identified  as  the  Lord's,  said,  "Go  ahead,  start 
climbing." 

"But  Lord,  the  mountain  is  so  tall,  and  the  path 
is  so  rocky  and  so  steep!" 

"You  can  do  it,  go  ahead,  start  climbing." 

Desperate,  I  threw  up  my  last  line  of  defense, 
"But,  Lord,  I  can't  start  climbing  because  I  don't 
have  climbing  gear  and  a  backpack  and  mountain 
boots  and  rope,  and  besides,"  I  said  with  something 
of  a  dignified  sniff,  "I  have  my  rochet  and  chimere 
on." 

The  response  was  swift,  "You  have  everything 
you  need,  and  the  vestments  you  have  on  are  your 
climbing  clothes." 

"I'll  never  make  it,  Lord,  I  can't  even  see  the 
top  of  the  mountain." 

"Don't  look  at  the  mountain.  Just  keep  your 
eyes  on  the  next  few  steps  ahead.  Don't  worry, 


you'll  know  the  way,  and  I'll  be  near." 

Then  the  dream  ended. 

We  have  so  many  mountains  to  climb  in  life, 
don't  we,  and  so  many  mountains  of  different 
sorts.  Interior  mountains,  mountains  inside 
ourselves,  and  exterior  mountains  that  confront  us 
as  we  move  through  life.  Mountains  of  education 
and  vocation.  Psychic  mountains  and  spiritual 
mountains.  Mountains  of  mission  and  ministry  in 
the  face  of  the  heartache  of  the  world.  Mountains 
of  prejudice  and  injustice.  Mountains  of  hunger, 
mountains  of  war,  mountains  of  race  and  culture. 
These  are  not  new  mountains  in  human  experience 
—  these  mountains,  interior  and  exterior,  that  we 
face  have  been  here  on  the  human  landscape  ever 
since  Grandmother  Eve  and  Grandfather  Adam 
took  the  first  bite  out  of  the  apple. 

To  be  a  Christian  means  that  we  will  often 
stand  in  front  of  these  mountains,  and  just  as 
often,  we  will  be  called  to  climb  them  even  though 
the  path  ahead  is  steep  and  dim.  And  either  we 
climb,  or  we  slide  back  into  deeper  valleys.  Our 
call  is  to  climb,  and  climb  we  shall.  And  yet,  God 
promises  that  we  are  not  alone  on  the  climb,  and 
assures  us  that  only  to  look  ahead  to  the  next  few 
steps  will  suffice. 

You  see,  as  we  climb  the  mountain,  we  don't 
have  to  know  the  way,  all  we  have  to  do  is  trust. 
Trust  that  God  will  show  us  the  path.  Trust  that 
we  will  not  be  alone.  And,  thanks  be  to  God,  we 
will  learn  that  our  trust  has  not  been  misplaced. 
It's  all  about  trusting,  isn't  it —  this  Good  News 
we  have  responded  to.  It's  all  about  trusting  that 
God  will  not  abandon  us  on  the  mountains  of  life 
or  desert  us  in  the  valleys,  even  the  valley  of 
death.  "Yea,  though  I  walk  through  the  valley  of 
the  shadow  of  death,  I  will  fear  no  evil.  .  ." 

The  mountains  are  all  around  us  —  as 
individuals,  parishes,  and  a  diocese.  But  all 
around  us,  too,  is  the  great  liberating  message  of 
Good  News  that  strengthens  us  for  the  climb:  You 
are  loved  and  you  are  not  alone. 

The  mountains  are  high  and  the  path  is  steep 
and  the  way  ahead  may  not  be  clear.  But  we  do 
know  one  thing  for  sure  and  that  is  that  the  Christ 
we  worship  and  follow,  this  Christ  is  himself  the 
path,  and  himself  the  prize  —  and  when  we're  too 
weary  to  walk,  and  too  tired  to  climb,  our  Lord 
and  our  fellow  climbers  will  carry  us:  our  parish, 
our  diocese,  our  priests,  Bishops,  family,  and 
friends.  All  of  these  stand  as  witness  that  we  are 
loved.  .  .and  we  are  not  alone,  no  matter  how  steep 
the  mountain  or  how  dim  the  rocky  path  ahead.  .  . 
that  is  the  great  message,  the  Good  News,  that  we 
carry  and  that  enlivens  us  and  gives  us  the  strength 
to  go  on  in  a  mountainous  world. 

We  are  on  the  road,  brothers  and  sisters,  and 
on  the  greatest  journey  known  to  the  human  spirit. 


It  is  the  path  of  Christ  that  we  are  on. ..a  path  that 
leads  to  justice  for  all  people,  though  first  we  must 
struggle  on  the  mountain  of  injustice.  We  are  on 
the  path  of  Christ  that  leads  to  the  restoration  of 
dignity  for  each  person,  though  first  we  must  toil 
on  the  mountain  of  prejudice  and  oppression.  We 
are  on  a  path  on  which  we  stumble  on  the  stones  of 
temptation,  but  the  name  of  the  path  our  God  has 
called  us  to  is  repentance  and  forgiveness.  On  the 
mountain  of  self-interest,  we  have  heard  God's  call 
to  the  path  of  servanthood.  On  the  mountain  of 
self-service,  we  hear  the  call  to  follow  the  path  of 
self-giving  and  stewardship.  We  are  on  the  path  of 
Christ  that  leads  to  salvation  for  each  soul,  but  first 
we  must  wrestle  on  the  rocky  path  with  all  the 
powers  of  evil  that  seek  to  corrupt  and  destroy  the 
creatures  of  God.  The  path  we  have  been  called  to 
is  narrow  and  the  way  is  long.  .  .but  thanks  be  to 
God,  who  has  called  us  to  the  way  that  leads  to 
hope  and  justice  and  peace  and  sin  forgiven  and 
unity  restored  in  this  life,  for  this  is  the  peaceful 
and  life-giving  way  of  the  cross  way  that  leads  to 
the  eternal  life  promised  us. 

The  mountains  are  before  us.  brothers  and 
sisters,  and  we  may  be  able  to  see  only  a  few  steps 
ahead.  Our  Lord  bids  us  to  take  the  next  step,  and 
he  will  do  the  rest. 

For,  in  the  words  of  the  hymn,  "I  know  not 
where  the  road  will  lead,  I  follow  day  by  day.  Or 
where  it  ends:  I  only  know  I  walk  the  King's 
highway.  I  know  not  if  the  path  is  long,  and  no  one 
else  can  say:  but  rough  or  smooth,  uphill  or  down, 
I  walk  the  King's  highway." 

The  mountains  are  before  us,  brothers  and 
sisters;  the  road  lies  ahead.  And  our  Lord  bids  us, 
"Trust,  and  follow  me." 


I  Give  Thanks  . . . 

Address  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  B.  Sidney  Sanders  to  the  Diocesan  Convention 


My  Dear  Sisters  and  Brothers  in  Christ: 

Again  we  have  made  it  through  another  year. 
Again,  together,  we  have  witnessed  a  Super  Bowl  and  a 
World  Series,  a  presidential  election,  and  much  senseless 
and  random  and  incredible  violence.  Again,  together, 
we  have  celebrated  the  soul  satisfying  rhythm  of  our 
church  year,  and  whether  the  Easter  celebration  took 
place  in  our  largest  church  or  our  smallest  mission,  it 
was  done  prayerfully  and  beautifully  and  with  dignity 
and  splendor. 

The  theme  for  this  year's  convention  is  "In 
Everything  Give  Thanks."  I  give  thanks  for  the 
faithfulness  of  priest  and  acolyte,  altar  guild  and  usher, 
choirmaster  and  chalice  bearer  and  every  person  who 
contributes  to  the  quality  of  worship  in  this  diocese.  I 
give  thanks  that  in  the  seventeen  years  I  have 
worshipped  in  this  diocese  Sunday  after  Sunday  after 
Sunday,  I  have  never  experienced  less  than  a 
congregation's  highest  and  best.  We  offer  to  God  that 
which  He  has  given  to  us.  Thanks  be  to  God! 

I  give  thanks  not  that  we  have  elected  a  Bishop 
Coadjutor;  but  I  give  heartfelt  thanks  that  we  have 
elected  this  Bishop  Coadjutor.  Although  I  had  planned 
to  be  both  the  sixth  and  seventh  Bishop  of  East  Carolina, 
I  could  never  figure  out  exactly  how  to  do  that.  Given 
that  fact,  I  am  deeply  grateful  that  you  have  elected  the 
person  you  have.  Dan  brings  balance,  maturity,  pastoral 
concern  and  a  genuine  love  for  people  to  this  wonderful 
task.  And  he  brings  with  him  Anne,  Margaret,  Elizabeth 
and  Charlotte,  all  of  whom  have  added  so  much  to  my 
life  and  to  the  life  of  this  diocese  already.  Thanks  be  to 
God! 

It  dawned  on  me  the  other  day,  shortly  after  I  first 
got  out  of  bed,  that  I  am  one  of  the  fortunate  and  few 
people  on  the  face  of  the  earth  that  genuinely  looks 
forward  to  coming  to  work  everyday.  The  people  I  work 
with  don't  hold  jobs,  they  perform  ministries.  And  they 
do  those  ministries  pleasantly  and  efficiently  and  well. 
And  so  to  Jane  and  Carol,  Judy  and  Cynthia,  Jo  Ellen 
and  Kim,  Alicia  and  Holly,  go  my  deepest  thanks. 

Thanks  for  how  you 've  dealt  with  my  illness 

This  is  difficult  for  me,  but  you  also  have  my 
deepest  thanks  for  the  way  you  have  dealt  with  my 
illnesses.  For  someone  who  literally  had  hardly  been 
sick  a  day  in  his  life  before  moving  to  this  diocese,  I 
haven't  done  very  well  since.  It  has  been  almost  fifteen 
years  now  since  I  was  first  diagnosed  with  cancer  of  the 
vocal  chords  and  its  attendant  operations  and  periods  of 
enforced  silence. 

Within  the  past  five  years,  we  have  dealt  with  a  life 
threatening  aneurysm,  followed  shortly  after  with 
surgery  for  lung  cancer  and,  after  a  short  remission,  the 
return  of  lung  cancer  with  the  addition  of  chemotherapy, 
which  continues  monthly  until  this  present  time.  I 
purposefully  said  that  we  have  dealt  with  all  this 
because  I  certainly  could  not  have  done  it  without  your 
love  and  gentleness  and  prayers,  and  the  mercy,  grace 
and  healing  power  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

I  have  one  thing  in  common  with  every  single 
person  within  the  sound  of  my  voice  —  I  do  not  know 
what  the  future  holds  for  me  or  for  each  of  you.  Nor 
dare  I  say  that  I  face  that  future  unafraid,  because  I  do 
not.  I  do  face  it  secure  in  the  companionship  of  each  of 
you  and  of  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ. 

I  give  thanks  for  the  spirit  of  Anglicanism  and  for 
the  fact  that  even  though  we  may  do  crazy  things,  we 
are  seldom  theologically  crazy.  The  world  goes  through 
periods  when  every  person  in  it  decides  God  is  on  their 
side  and  against  everybody  else,  and  I  am  sick  of  it. 
And  despite  everything  else  that  is  said  and  done.  I 
honestly  believe  that  the  Green  Bay  Packers  won  the 
Super  Bowl  because  they  had  the  best  football  team  and 
not  because  God  was  on  just  their  side.  I  believe  that 
99%  of  the  time  the  world  will  continue  to  operate  in 
that  fashion.  Let's  please  be  careful  what  we  blame  on 
God. 


Thanks  for  our  youth 

I  give  thanks  for  the  young  people  of  our  diocese 
and  for  what  they  have  meant  to  me  personally  as  I  have 
come  to  know  them  through  diocesan  youth  events,  and 
through  Camp  Trinity.  I  pay  particular  tribute  to  those 
who  have  worked  as  counselors  at  Camp  Trinity,  and  for 
the  joy  and  wonder  they  bring  into  my  life. 

This  past  fall  on  the  eve  of  Bishop  Daniel's 
consecration,  our  offices  were  trashed.  You  could  not 
move  into  his  office  or  mine,  because  they  were 
crammed  and  festooned  with  toilet  paper.  This  was  not 
the  work  of  neighborhood  hoodlums  but  rather  the 
female  members  of  Camp  Trinity's  summer  staff  who 
with  much  beauty  and  dignity  would  serve  as  marshals 
at  the  Bishop  Coadjutor's  consecration  the  next  day. 
They  did  leave  one  clue;  a  sign  scotch  taped  to  my  door 
which  proclaimed  "Camp  T  girls  rock  my  world." 

Bishop  Daniel  and  I  thoughtfully  mailed  huge 
envelopes  filled  with  that  toilet  paper  back  to  each  of  the 
girls  in  case  they  ran  out  of  money  before  their  college 
year  came  to  a  close. 

Two  weeks  ago  the  youth  of  the  Diocese  held  their 
annual  Youth  Celebration  at  St.  Paul's,  Edenton.  Over 
two-hundred  and  eighty  youth  were  in  attendance.  The 
young  people  were  asked  to  bring  clothing,  paper  goods, 
food,  diapers  and  toiletries  to  be  delivered  to  our 
Hispanics  at  San  Mateo.  Carol  wondered  if  the  young 
people  would  forget.      However,  the  following 
Tuesday  five  truckloads  of  materials  were  delivered  to 
our  ministry  at  San  Mateo.  Father  Nick  said  to  Carol 
that  he  could  use  every  single  scrap  of  anything  that  was 
sent  him.  He  told  Carol  of  the  twenty-one  Hispanics 
sleeping  on  the  floor  of  one  house  and  of  the  three 
young  mothers  and  the  three  new-born  babies  sleeping 
with  them. 

Key  Word  —  Give 

Is  this  a  good  time  to  talk  about  stewardship?  Is  this 
a  good  time  to  talk  about  the  wealth  of  nearly  every 
person  in  this  room  and  the  poverty  of  so  many  other 
people. 

"In  Everything  Give  Thanks!"  From  time  to  time  it  is 
my  privilege  to  address  the  candidates  that  are  present 
for  a  Cursillo  weekend.  One  of  the  things  that  I  often 
say  to  them  is  please  don't  tell  me  how  deeply  this 
weekend  has  touched  your  heart  unless  it  has  touched 
your  pocketbook  just  as  deeply. 

"In  Everything  Give  Thanks."  It  seems  to  me  that  a 
key  word  in  that  sentence  is  the  word  give.  We  don't 
know  what  it  means  to  be  thankful,  unless  we  give 
thankfully.  A  diocesan  budget  which  does  wonderful 
outreach  ministries  of  which  we  can  be  justly  proud 
should  never  be  dependent  almost  completely  on  money 
from  a  Foundation  in  order  to  do  these  ministries. 

If  you  are  one  of  the  churches  in  the  Diocese  who  is 
pledging  20%  or  more  of  its  income  to  the  Diocese, 
please  know  that  you  are  enabling  vital  and  exciting 
ministries.  If  you  are  one  of  the  churches  in  this 
Diocese  who  is  taking  advantage  of  our  voluntary 
corporate  giving  program  to  pledge  10%  or  less  of  your 
parish's  income  to  the  Diocese,  you  are  not  supporting 
your  diocesan  program  in  any  way. 

Now,  please  God,  there  are  churches  within  the 
sound  of  my  voice  who  are  pledging  less  than  ten 
percent  to  the  Diocese  who  are  doing  everything  they 
can  and  who  should  not  feel  guilty  in  any  way.  But 
there  are  many  parishes  who  have  the  wealth  and  ability 
to  do  so  very  much  more.  Bishop  Daniel  and  I  call  on 
every  clergy  person  and  vestry  person  in  this  room  to  do 
the  following: 

If  your  congregation  is  pledging  less  than  sixteen  or 
seventeen  percent  of  your  annual  income  to  the  Diocese, 
Bishop  Daniel  and  I  ask  you  to  have  a  special  vestry 
meeting  to  talk  about  this  problem.  At  this  special 
meeting  we  would  ask  you  first  to  take  a  realistic  look  at 
your  stewardship  plan.  If  you  are  not  taking 
stewardship  seriously,  resolve  to  do  so  immediately,  and 


Bishop  Sanders  introduces  and  robes  the  new  Bishop  Coadjutor. 
SUPER  DAN  during  his  convention  address. 


resolve  to  educate  your  membership  to  their  individual 
and  corporate  responsibilities  toward  stewardship. 
Please  remember  there  are  diocesan  consultants 
available  to  help  with  this. 

Bishop  Daniel  and  I  would  then  ask  you  to  look 
carefully  at  your  pledge  to  the  Diocese,  and  see  if  it 
"comes  off  the  top,"  of  your  budget  as  does  the  diocesan 
pledge  to  the  national  church.  We  would  ask  for  frank 
and  open  discussion  on  why  it  is  so  low,  and  what  plans 
are  being  made  to  raise  it. 

We  would  further  ask  that  your  Rector  or  Senior 
Warden  report  directly  to  us  that  such  a  meeting  has 
taken  place,  and  what  the  results  of  that  meeting  are.  If 
it  would  be  helpful  to  have  that  meeting  attended  by  one 
of  the  bishops  or  by  a  member  of  the  Diocese,  that  can 
be  arranged. 

New  congregations  and  news  to  come 

My  congratulations  go  to  All  Saints',  Southern 
Shores  our  newest  congregation  on  the  Outer  Banks.  I 
congratulate  their  Rector,  the  Rev.  Margaret  Shepard, 
and  their  people.  I  also  congratulate  the  Rev.  Charles 
Gill  and  the  people  of  St.  Andrew's,  Nags  Head  for  their 
vision  and  generosity,  for  without  those  gifts.  All  Saints' 
would  have  never  been  born. 

You  will  hear  a  report  on  our  "Covenant  With  The 
Future"  campaign  later  in  the  day.  Suffice  it  to  say  that 
with  several  of  our  larger  congregations  coming  on 
board  within  the  next  few  months,  it  is  still  impossible 
to  predict  a  total.  However,  it  is  clear  that  we  will  have 
enough  money  to  finish  Trinity  Center,  to  do  some  new 
church  work,  and  to  give  some  capital  funds  to  our 
Hispanic  missions.  Our  goal  of  $4.1  million  is  still  not 
out  of  reach. 

This  summer  we  will  elect  a  new  presiding  bishop 
and  we  will  decide  on  whether  or  not  we  want 
intercommunion  with  the  Lutherans.  You  will  be 
hearing  more  about  these  issues  in  the  months  to  come. 

"In  Everything  Give  Thanks."  I  thought  about  this 
theme  when  I  read  a  portion  of  the  newsletter  from  St. 
Timothy's  Church,  Greenville.  They  were  quoting  from 
a  newsletter  from  a  church  in  Wisconsin.  The  article 
which  they  quoted  has  everything  to  do  with  our  ability 
to  give  thanks  in  everything.  The  title  of  the  article  is 
"Joy  is  Peace."  Listen  carefully  to  the  words  as  I  share 
them  with  you  today. 

Joy  is  peace  for  having  done  that  which  we  ought  to 

have  done.  .  . 
To  have  something  to  do,  to  do  it,  and  then  rejoice 

in  having  done  it, 
To  embrace  a  calling,  to  perform  the  duties  of  that 

calling. 

To  joy  and  rest  in  the  peaceful  testimony  of  having 
done  so; 

This  is  Christianity  done,  Christ  did  it; 
Angelically  done,  angels  do  it; 
Godly  done,  God  does  it. 
Amen 
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Stretch  Out  Your  Arms  and  Trust,  Trust,  Trust 


Address  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd  to  the  Diocesan  Convention 


"Grace  be  unto  you,  peace  from  God  our  Father 
and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. " 

It  is  with  a  profound  sense  of  gratitude  and 
humility  that  I  stand  before  you  today  as  your  Bishop. 
It  has  been  9  1/2  months  since  I  received  a  call  from 
the  Standing  Committee  telling  me  that  I  had  been 
elected  on  the  second  ballot.  "How  can  that  be?"  I 
said.  "Bob  Banse  hasn't  called  me  with  the  results  of 
the  first  ballot  yet!?" 

Since  September  I  have  been  through  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  Diocese  and  have  met,  talked, 
worshipped  and  prayed  with  so  many  parishes  and 
committed  people,  lay  and  ordained.  Each  day  I  thank 
God  that  in  God's  gracious  goodness  I  have  been  called 
to  serve  in  this  beloved  section  of  God's  vineyard. 
God  grant  that  I  may  live  up,  in  some  measure,  to  the 
high  calling  and  the  noble  tradition  that  has  been 
handed  down  to  me. 

As  I  begin  my  first  convention  address  to  you,  I 
must  express  to  you  gathered  in  convention,  as  I  have 
to  many  of  you  personally,  my  love,  admiration  and 
affection  for  our  Bishop.  As  I  look  back  through  the 
years,  he  stands  out  to  me  as  one  of  the  great  shining 
spiritual  influences  in  my  life  —  first  at  Virginia 
Theological  Seminary  where  I  was  a  student,  and  there 
studied,  worshipped  and  prayed  with  Sid,  who  was 
then  Chaplain  at  VTS,  and  even  babysat  for  his 
children,  and  then  through  the  years  as  our  paths 
crossed  in  various  places,  and  now  as  I  work  with  him 
on  a  day-by-day  basis  and  am  able  to  benefit  from  his 
counsel,  wisdom,  insight  and  direction.  My  great  hope 
and  prayer  is  that  you  and  I  as  Bishop  and  Diocese 
working  together  —  for  remember  that  I  can  do 
nothing  without  you  —  may  be  able  to  continue  in  and 
continue  to  bring  to  pass  the  high  hopes  and  concerted 
ambitions  he  holds  before  us  as  a  Diocese. 

Months  of  transition 

The  past  9  1/2  months  have  been  great  months  of 
transition  for  me  and  for  my  family.  There  have  been 
moments  of  exhilaration  and  joy  in  those  months,  and 
moments  of  sadness  and  pain  as  we  left  a  parish,  a 
community  and  friends  among  whom  we  had  lived  for 
12  years  and  whom  we  had  come  to  love.  This  was 
balanced  by  the  joy  of  returning  to  East  Carolina  and  a 
new  vocation  and  to  find  a  community  and  friends 
waiting  with  outstretched  arms.  (I  now  understand  the 
parable  of  the  Prodigal  Son  in  a  new  and  different 
way!)  Some  words  of  Henri  Nouwen's  that  I  read 
recently  captured  much  of  the  reality  of  the  transitions 
for  me. 

"One  day,  I  was  sitting  with  Rodleigh,  the  leader  of 
the  troupe,  in  his  caravan  talking  about  flying.  He 
said,  'As  a  flyer,  I  must  have  complete  trust  in  my 
catcher.  The  public  might  think  that  I  am  the  great  star 
of  the  trapeze,  but  the  real  star  is  Joe,  my  catcher.  He 
has  to  be  there  for  me  with  split-second  precision  and 
grab  me  out  of  the  air  as  I  come  to  him  in  the  long 
jump.' 

'How  does  it  work?'  I  asked. 

'The  secret,'  Rodleigh  said,  'is  that  the  flyer  does 
nothing  and  the  catcher  does  everything.  When  I  fly  to 
Joe,  I  have  simply  to  stretch  out  my  arms  and  hands 
and  wait  for  him  to  catch  me  and  pull  me  safely  over 
the  apron  behind  the  catchbar.' 

'You  do  nothing!'  I  said,  surprised. 

'Nothing,'  Rodleigh  repeated. 

'The  worst  thing  the  flyer  can  do  is  to  try  to  catch 
the  catcher.  I  am  not  supposed  to  catch  Joe.  It's  Joe's 
task  to  catch  me.  If  I  grabbed  Joe's  wrists,  I  might 
break  them,  or  he  might  break  mine,  and  that  would  be 
the  end  for  both  of  us.  A  flyer  must  fly,  and  a  catcher 
must  catch,  and  the  flyer  must  trust,  with  outstretched 
arms,  that  his  catcher  will  be  there  for  him.' 

When  Rodleigh  said  this  with  so  much  conviction, 
the  words  of  Jesus  flashed  through  my  mind:  'Father 
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into  your  hands  I  commend  my  Spirit.'  God  will  be 
there  when  you  make  your  long  jump.  Don't  try  to 
grab  God,  God  will  grab  you.  Just  stretch  out  your 
arms  and  hands  and  trust,  trust,  trust." 

These  are  great  words  for  all  of  us,  and  through  all 
our  life  and  living  to  God,  just  stretch  out  your  arms 
and  trust,  trust,  trust.  We  worship  a  God  who  does  not 
abandon  us  on  the  mountaintop  or  desert  us  in  the 
valley. 

I  would  be  remiss  if  I  did  not  express  to  you,  and 
God  willing  on  your  behalf,  a  word  of  thanks  to  those 
who  served  on  the  Search  Committee  for  a  Bishop 
Coadjutor.  From  the  first  moments  of  contact  through 
the  conclusion  of  the  process,  I  can  tell  you  that  this 
nominee  felt  respected,  honored  and  well-cared  for. 
Bob  Van  Veld,  who  chaired,  and  his  compatriots  who 
worked  so  hard  on  all  our  behalf  represented  this 
Diocese  well  and  with  great  skill  and  caring. 

To  Joe  Cooper  and  Suzanne  Pecheles  and  all  who 
planned  and  carried  out  that  wonderful  and  uplifting 
service  of  consecration  on  September  21,  we  are  all 
indebted  and  owe  a  great  word  of  thanks.  Surely  the 
Spirit  has  been  at  work  in  our  midst  in  raising  up  all 
these  people  who  have  given  of  themselves  so  lovingly 
and  generously  on  behalf  of  our  beloved  Diocese. 

And  finally,  as  with  Henri  Nouwen's  trapeze  artist, 
when  I  found  myself  flying  through  the  air  with  arms 
outstretched  into  a  new  life  and  work  this  past  fall,  I 
can  tell  you  that  some  of  the  hands  that  grasped  mine 
were  the  strong,  caring  and  gentle  hands  of  the 
Diocesan  Staff.  I  have  come  to  appreciate,  value  and 
admire  the  work  that  these  people  do  for  our  life  as  a 
Diocese.  They  are  competent,  efficient  and 
experienced.  Not  a  day  goes  by  that  they  say  to  me, 
"What  can  we  do  to  help  you?"  And  they  mean  it  and 
they  have  done  it. 

The  Diocese  has  a  vision 

One  question  that  has  been  asked  of  me  again  and 
again  as  I  have  traveled  about  the  Diocese  is,  "What  is 
your  vision  for  us?" 

I  must  in  honesty  tell  you  that  I  come  before  you 
today  without  a  vision  for  our  Diocese  tucked  away  in 
my  pocket,  and  I  have  two  reasons  for  saying  this  to 
you.  The  first  reason  is  that,  in  my  view,  creating  a 
vision  is  the  work  not  just  of  the  bishop  or  bishops 
alone,  but  rather  the  work  of  the  whole  Diocese  — 
laity  and  clergy,  congregations  and  deaneries,  praying 
and  thriving  together  to  discern  what  paths  and 
ministries  God  has  prepared  for  us  to  walk  in. 

The  second  reason  is  that  this  Diocese  already  has 
a  vision,  and  it  is  a  good  vision  and  a  strong  vision. 
Like  all  visions,  our  diocesan  vision  is  a  living  thing, 
and  as  time  goes  along,  it  will  change  and  grow  as  we 
move  deeper  into  it  and  it  evolves  in  new  and 
challenging  directions.  This  is  the  way  with  visions. 
For  you  see  commanding  visions  come  from  God,  and 
are  a  way  both  of  displaying  our  beliefs  and  living  out 
our  faith  in  concrete  ways. 

Let  me  share  with  you  some  of  the  parts  of  the 
vision  of  this  Diocese  as  I  have  seen  and  experienced 
them  over  the  past  months. 

1.  The  great  work  and  ministry  to  youth  in  this 
Diocese  and  the  great  ministry  of  Trinity  Center.  I 
stand  before  you  today  as  one  of  many  whose  life  was 
shaped  by  the  ministry  of  this  Diocese  to  youth.  Youth 
ministry  in  my  home  parish  and  Diocese  took  this  tall, 
gawky,  nearsighted,  uncoordinated  and  unsure  youth 
and  gave  him  a  sense  of  worth  and  purpose  and  vision 
for  life.  And  I  know  that  I  am  not  alone  in  this  — 
How  many  people  here  today  have  been  participants  in 
and  benefitted  from  the  youth  ministry  of  the  Diocese 
or  your  own  parish  in  your  own  life,  even  if  you  have 
to  look  back  40  or  50  years?  Life  today  is  dangerous 
for  our  youth  in  a  way  it  was  not  for  me  in  my  days  as 
a  teen  and  young  adult.  The  life  choices  are  greater  in 
numbers  and  complexity.  Thank  God  for  the  vision  of 
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the  Diocese  as  it  gives  our  youth  a  foundation  for  living, 
for  ministry  and  for  making  hard  choices  in  a  confusing 
world. 

2.  The  emergence  of  new  congregations  in  our 
Diocese  —  we  are,  thank  God,  a  growing  Diocese,  and 
more  importantly,  a  Diocese  that  is  open  to  growth. 
With  the  emergence  of  two  new  congregations  —  one 
of  which  will  be  admitted  to  convention  at  this 
convention  —  and  the  possibility  of  more  ahead,  it  is 
clear  that  first  the  need  is  recognized  and  second  that 
East  Carolina  has  the  grace  and  vision  to  commit  the 
resources  to  respond.  One  of  the  cornerstones  of  the 
Gospel  message  is  hospitality  —  a  hospitality  that 
invites  into  fellowship  and  communion.  Surely  this 
ministry  of  our  Lord  was  a  great  ministry  of  invitation 
reaching  out  to  include  and  welcome  others  into  a  life- 
giving  relationship  with  God  and  with  one  another. 
Such  is  the  ministry  and  vision  of  this  Diocese  that  calls 
forth  new  congregations  and  welcomes  them. 

3.  When  I  was  young,  growing  up  in  Goldsboro,  I 
must  confess  that  a  stream  flowed  through  East  Carolina 
unseen  and  unnoticed  by  me.  It  was  a  great  river  of 
faceless  people  (at  least  faceless  to  me).  This  great  river 
was  the  river  of  farmworkers,  especially  migrant 
workers,  that  has  today  swollen  into  a  great  river  of 
humanity  flooding  in  our  midst.  Thank  God  that  God 
has  given  East  Carolina  the  vision  and  strength  to 
respond  to  this  stream  of  people  and  to  begin  a  great 
ministry  among  them. 

Our  ministry  at  San  Mateo  and  Newton  Grove  is 
one  further  example  of  living  out  a  vision  of  inclusive- 
ness  and  diversity  begun  in  this  Diocese  in  1587  when 
both  the  child  of  an  English  settler  and  a  Native 
American  were  baptized.  From  the  first  days  of  our  life 
as  a  Diocese,  we  committed  ourselves  to  a  vision  that 
includes  youth,  diversity,  hospitality  and  inclusiveness. 
That  is  part  of  our  strength  and  hope  as  members  of  this 
great  tradition. 

Do  you  see  why  I  say  this  Diocese  has  a  vision,  and 
a  strong  vision  and  a  good  vision?  As  with  all  visions,  it 
will  grow  and  mature  as  time  and  the  Spirit  move  ahead, 
and  we  by  the  grace  of  God,  will  all  have  a  voice  and  a 
part  in  that  growing  maturation. 

We  know,  thank  God,  as  a  Diocese  that  true  joy 
comes  not  from  the  love  of  the  momentary  thrill,  but 
rather  in  living  out  over  the  long  term  the  commitments 
we  have  made.  This  is  our  vision  of  faithfulness.  We 
know,  thank  God,  as  a  Diocese  that  our  mission  will 
grow  as  we  more  and  more  put  service  before  self 
interest.  That  is  our  vision  of  stewardship.  We  know, 
thank  God,  as  a  Diocese  that  our  strength  lies  in  turning 
our  face  outward,  beyond  ourselves,  and  inviting  others 
in.  That  is  our  vision  of  inclusiveness  and  diversity.  All 
in  all,  the  great  vision  of  this  Diocese  is  a  vision  of 
servant  leadership  —  a  servant  leadership  that  invites 
relationships  in  which  we  can  speak  the  truth  in  love  and 
that  is  open  to  the  future. 

God  grant  that  in  the  coming  year  we  grow  warmer 
through  fellowship,  deeper  through  discipleship, 
stronger  through  worship,  broader  through  ministry, 
larger  through  outreach,  and  ever  more  and  more 
hopeful  as  in  all  things  we  give  thanks. 


Response  to  the  Bishops'  Address 


by  the  Committee  on  the  Bishops'  Address 


Showing  us  what  it  means  to  live  life 
thankfully.  Bishop  Sanders  began  his  address  to 
the  1 14th  Annual  Convention  of  the  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina  by  sharing  with  us  the  many  things 
for  which  he  gives  thanks.  It  is  cause  for  all  of  us 
to  give  thanks  that  we  share  equally  with  one 
another  and  our  bishops  in  those  things  for  which 
Bishop  Sanders  gave  thanks  in  his  opening 
address. 

•  The  faithfulness,  beauty,  and  splendor  of  the 
worship  offered  to  God  in  each  of  our  parishes. 
The  gifts  God  gives  us  through  the  ministry  of 
Bishop  Coadjutor  Daniel. 

•  The  ministries  of  the  Diocesan  staff. 

The  love  and  support  given  Bishop  Sanders  in  his 
illnesses. 

•  The  spirit  of  Anglicanism,  and  "the  fact  that 
even  though  we  may  do  crazy  things,  we  are 
seldom  theologically  crazy." 

•  The  spirit  and  faithfulness  of  the  young 
people  of  this  diocese. 

We  give  thanks  for  the  joy  present  in  all  of 
Bishop  Sanders'  thanksgivings. 

The  Bishop  reminded  us  that  our  rate  of  giving 
to  the  Diocese  is  a  direct  reflection  of  our 
determination  to  live  by  the  words  "In  Everything 
Give  Thanks!"  He  called  upon  every  parish  to 
examine  its  rate  of  giving  to  the  diocese  and  its 
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bishops  left  lasting  impressions  this  time  around. 
Early  in  his  address  on  Saturday,  Bishop  Sanders 
referred  to  his  ongoing  battle  with  lung  cancer:  "I 
have  one  thing  in  common  with  every  single 
person  within  the  sound  of  my  voice — I  do  not 
know  what  the  future  holds  for  me  or  for  each  of 
you." 

Twenty-four  hours  later,  in  his  homily  at  the 
Saturday  morning  service,  the  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton 
Daniel,  3rd,  bishop  coordinator,  talked  of  the 
mountains  we  have  to  climb:  "The  mountains  are 
before  us,  brothers  and  sisters,  and  we  may  be  able 
to  see  only  a  few  steps  ahead.  Our  Lord  bids  us  to 
take  the  next  step  and  He  will  do  the  rest."  And 
then  he  recalled  the  words  of  the  first  verse  of  the 
hymn  called  The  King's  Highway: 

"I  know  not  where  the  road  will  lead  I  follow 
day  by  day,  Or  where  it  ends;  I  only  know  I  walk 
the  King's  highway.  I  know  not  if  the  path  is  long, 
and  no  one  else  can  say;  But  rough  or  smooth,  up 
hill  or  down,  I  walk  the  King's  highway."  In 
business  matters,  the  following  resolutions  were 
acted  upon: 

A  resolution  passed  allowing  the  creation  of  a 
new  deanery  by  splitting  or  realigning  the  Trinity 
deanery.  Trinity  deanery  was  characterized  as 
needing  to  be  more  manageable  and  cohesive  in 
size. 


stewardship  plan.  If  our  parishes  are  not  taking 
stewardship  seriously,  the  Bishop  has  charged  us 
with  developing  a  plan  which  reflects  our 
"individual  and  corporate  responsibilities  toward 
stewardship"  and  reporting  on  this  plan  directly  to 
the  bishops. 

Once  again  Bishop  Sanders  has  reminded  us 
that  words  are  not  enough.  We  join  him  in  giving 
thanks  for  the  establishment  of  the  new 
congregation  of  All  Saints',  Southern  Shores,  and 
we  give  thanks  for  the  current  success  of  the 
Covenant  With  The  Future  Campaign.  However, 
we  are  keenly  aware  that  the  theme  of  this  year's 
convention  calls  us  to  act  in  ways  which  reflect  our 
thanksgiving  for  all  that  God  has  done  and  is  doing 
for  us  through  Jesus  Christ. 

Continuing  in  the  convention  theme,  Bishop 
Daniel  began  his  address  by  reflecting  upon  his 
long  and  fruitful  association  with  Bishop  Sanders. 
It  was  an  important  reminder  to  us  to  hear  Bishop 
Daniel  speak  of  the  need  to  trust  God  in  transition 
times  of  our  lives,  and  Henri  Nouwen's  story  of 
the  trapeze  artists  was  a  graphic  example  of  what  it 
means  for  us  to  live  by  faith.  We  shall  remember 
the  words,  "Don't  try  to  grab  God;  God  will  grab 
you.  Just  stretch  out  your  arms  and  hands  and 
trust,  trust,  trust." 

It  was  in  this  context  of  living  by  faith  that 


A  resolution  requiring  a  designated  response 
time  from  the  Executive  Council  or  other 
legislative  body  on  deanery  requests  passed. 

A  resolution  directing  the  Commission  on 
Ministry  and  the  Department  of  Congregations  and 
Development  to  examine  and  evaluate  new  and 
innovative  approaches  to  ministry  passed.  A 
resolution  directing  the  Commission  on  Ministry  to 
adopt  a  policy  and  set  guidelines  on  sabbatical 
leave  and  to  establish  a  Diocesan  Sabbatical 
Committee  passed.  The  purpose  of  the  Sabbatical 
Committee  is  to  create,  administer  and  establish  a 
Sabbatical  Endowment  Fund;  to  establish 
guidelines  on  sabbatical  leaves;  and  to  develop 
sabbatical  objectives. 

In  an  effort  to  expand  the  vision  of  the 
Department  of  Missionary  Outreach  beyond  its 
component  ministries,  a  resolution  adding  a 
representative  from  each  of  the  five  deaneries  to 
the  Department  passed.  Deanery  representatives 
will  serve  three-year  terms. 

To  increase  the  effectiveness  of  the  Executive 
Council  as  a  governing  body,  two  resolutions  to 
amend  the  Canons  of  the  Diocese  were  passed. 
The  first  changes  the  terms  for  executive  council 
members  from  two  to  three  years.  The  second 
changes  the  number  of  deanery  representatives 
serving  on  the  executive  council  from  four  (two 
clergy  and  two  lay)  to  two  (one  clergy  and  one  lay) 
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Bishop  Daniel  extended  his  thanks  to  the  Search 
Committee,  the  planners  of  the  consecration 
service,  and  the  diocesan  staff.  The  Bishop  then 
shared  with  us  his  ideas  concerning  a  vision  for 
our  diocese,  making  it  clear  that  he  has  not  come 
to  us  with  a  predetermined  idea  of  what  this  vision 
should  be. 

The  bishop  believes  that  the  creation  of  a 
vision  is  the  work  of  the  whole  diocese,  not  him 
alone.  The  bishop  believes  that  this  diocese  has  a 
good  and  strong  vision  which  will  evolve  and 
mature  into  what  it  needs  to  be  because  it  proceeds 
from  God. 

The  elements  of  the  vision  historically  held  by 
this  diocese  have  been  a  strong  youth  ministry  and 
an  attitude  of  openness,  hospitality,  and  inclusivity 
which  goes  back  to  our  historical  roots. 
The  question  is  not,  therefore,  what  our  vision  will 
be  but  how  we  will  provide  to  tools  to  continue 
bringing  the  vision-into  reality  through  the  growth 
of  new  and  diverse  congregations. 

Thank  you,  Bishop  Daniel,  for  reminding  us  of 
who  we  are  as  the  people  God  known  as  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina.  Thank  You  for 
reminding  us  of  the  roots  of  our  vision  and  the 
need  to  continue  inviting  others  into  sharing  this 
vision  with  us.  Thank  you  for  reminding  us  to 
"trust,  trust,  trust." 


members  per  deanery.  Three  resolutions  which 
dealt  with  deanery  representation  and  functions 
were  withdrawn  and  substituted  by  a  resolution 
referring  the  concerns  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Evaluation  of  Deaneries.  The  committee  is  to 
offer  recommendations  for  change.  The  substitute 
resolution  passed. 

After  years  of  at  least  partial  confusion 
concerning  how  votes  by  order  are  taken  at 
diocesan  conventions,  particularly  regarding  the 
election  of  bishops,  a  proposed  constitutional 
amendment  to  simplify  voting  by  orders  passed 
the  first  reading.  The  bottom  line  of  the  change  is 
that  each  clergy  and  lay  vote  will  be  counted  as  a 
unit  instead  of  the  previous  more  complicated 
fractional  or  percentage  method.  To  become 
effective,  the  amendments  to  the  constitution  must 
be  voted  on  and  passed  at  two  consecutive 
diocesan  conventions. 

The  Concordat,  or  proposed  mutual 
recognition  of  the  Episcopal  Church  and  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  while  thought  to  be 
ripe  for  discussion  at  the  convention,  instead 
received  surprisingly  little  attention.  It  was  the 
topic  of  an  opening  day  dialogue  session.  All  10 
diocesan  deputies  to  this  summer's  general 
convention  and  most,  if  not  all,  of  those  sitting  in 
appeared  to  favor  the  Concordat. 
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Sanders  Explores  Biblical  Themes  in  Broadway  Musicals 


The  Rt.  Rev.  B.  Sidney  Sanders,  Diocesan 
Bishop,  has  a  unique  gift  he  shares  from  time  to 
time  with  this  Diocese.  If  you  have  attended  an 
Elderhostel,  a  Cursillo  or  one  of  his  special 
Christian  Education  gatherings  in  a  parish  you 
may  have  heard  his  three  hour  presentation  on 
Christian  Theology  through  Broadway  Musicals. 
When  the  Lower  Cape  Fear  Deanery  asked  him  to 
share  his  gift  in  the  context  of  dinner  entertainment 
accompanied  by  live  performers,  naturally  he  was 
skeptical.  When  he  gave  the  presentation  at  the 
banquet  for  the  1 14th  Annual  Diocesan 
Convention,  he,  naturally,  was  superb. 

The  tone  for  the  evening  was  set  with  a  dinner 
menu  featuring  "Secret  Garden  Salad,"  "Broadway 
Breast  of  Chicken,"  and  "Impossible  Dream  Pie." 
Dinner  music  was  provided  by  pianist  Duke  Ladd, 
a  renowned  performer,  composer  from  the 
Wilmington  area. 

Sanders  believes  two  facts  about  the  music  that 
has  been  played  on  the  Broadway  stage:  1 .  It  is 
deeply  reflective  of  where  we  are  as  a  nation;  and 
2.  As  with  all  other  great  art,  it  is  deeply  reflective 
of  the  great  Biblical  themes.  From  this 
springboard,  Sanders  began  to  trace  the  history  of 
the  Broadway  musical,  the  mood  of  the  nation  and 


Christian  theology. 

Beginning  in  Broadway's  Garden  of  Eden, 
"Camelot",  Sanders  talked  of  our  yearning  for  that 
place  of  perfection  where  we  were  created  to  live. 
He  talked  of  original  sin,  using  Tony  Newly's 
character  of  Littlechap  from  "Stop  the  World,  I 
Want  to  Get  Off."  He  spoke  of  new  birth  with 
illustrations  from  the  musical  Don  Quixote; 
Christian  stewardship  in  "A  Chorus  Line;"  and 
love,  mercy  and  forgiveness  in  "Les  Mis."  His 
message  was  thought-provoking,  moving,  and 
inspirational. 

Rather  than  flipping  compact  discs  on  and 
off  as  during  the  usual  presentation,  the  Carteret 
Chorale,  a  well-known  40-50  member  vocal 
ensemble  directed  by  Lawrence  Stith,  brought  the 
music  to  life  and  it  was  outstanding.  Kudos  to 
them  for  their  interpretation  of  the  music.  Solos 
were  interwoven  throughout  the  arrangements  and 
the  impact  was  chilling.  A  highlight  was  Susan 
Mclntyre  Redfern's  solo  performance  of  "What  I 
Did  for  Love"  from  "A  Chorus  Line."  Her 
alluring  alto  voice  singing  the  lines,  "The  gift  was 
mine  to  borrow.  Can't  regret  don't  forget  what  I 
did  for  love"  drove  home  Bishop  Sanders' 
message.  As  one  listener  commented,  her  voice 


Congregations  Growing  Older,  Not  Larger 


by  Joe  West 

In  case  you  haven't  noticed  it.  Episcopalians  in 
East  Carolina  are  part  of  an  incredibly  shrinking 
church,  one  that  is  growing  older  and  grayer  with 
the  years. 

That  was  the  message  from  the  Department  of 
Congregations  and  Development  during  a  dialogue 
session  at  the  annual  convention  in  Wilmington. 

According  to  studies  by  the  Alban  Institute, 
mainline  churches  in  America  are  losing  members 
and  not  replacing  them  with  younger  believers. 
And  that  spells  trouble  in  the  long  run  for  the 
faithful  few. 

"It  is  going  to  be  difficult  for  churches  to  grow 
in  the  future,  and  we  are  going  to  see  declines  in 
membership,"  said  Bruce  Nolin,  a  lay  worker  in 
church  development  and  member  of  St.  Andrew's 
by  the  Sea  at  Nags  Head. 

"Nationally,  people  are  losing  their  faith,"  he 
added.  "By  the  year  2013,  only  about  half  our 
population  will  hold  some  kind  of  faith." 

Membership  in  the  Episcopal  Church  peaked 
in  the  1960s  and  1970s,  when  rolls  totaled  3.5 
million  members.  We  are  down  to  2.6  million  now. 
While  some  of  the  more  fundamentalist  and 
nondenominational  churches  are  growing, 
mainline  churches  are  stagnating  or  declining. 

The  state  of  the  church  was  well  reflected  in 
those  attending  the  diocesan  convention.  There 
was  much  gray  hair  in  evidence. 

"We  are  dealing  with  an  aging  population  and 
are  having  to  close  churches,"  said  the  Rev.  Jeff 
Douglas,  chairman  of  the  Department  of 
Congregations  and  Development. 

"Over  the  past  30  years,  we  have  had  a  net 
loss  of  14  churches  in  our  diocese.  We  actually 
closed  19  churches,"  said  Douglas,  adding  that 
another  seven  parishes  have  less  than  20  members. 

There  has  been  some  church  growth  in  East 


Carolina,  from  10,400  active  members  in  1966  to 
14,000  in  1996.  But  that  still  means  that 
Episcopalians  make  up  only  one  percent  of  the 
population  in  this  region,  said  Douglas. 

Even  starting  new  churches  has  not  helped 
much  because  their  growth  has  been  slow.  "We 
have  planted  about  a  half-dozen  new  churches  in 
the  past  30  years,  but  those  members  still  comprise 
only  about  4  percent  of  the  total  number  of 
Episcopalians  in  East  Carolina. 

One  problem  facing  churches  in  general,  said 
Douglas,  is  the  cultural  changes  in  society  that 
took  place  after  World  War  II. 

"We  live  in  a  time  when  people  create  their 
own  reality,"  he  said.  "People  are  choosing  all 
kinds  of  religions,  often  feeling  that  one  is  just  as 
good  as  another.  Our  church  is  just  one  voice 
among  many,  and  we  no  longer  hold  a  privileged 
position." 

The  baby  boomers,  those  in  the  34  to  5 1  age 
group,  do  not  care  much  about  which  church  they 
belong  to,  said  Douglas.  And  the  baby  boomers' 
children,  those  ages  13  to  33,  care  even  less. 

"We  have  failed  to  reach  our  children,"  he 
added. 

Nolin  said  the  church  will  have  to  change  its 
concept  of  leadership  if  it  expects  to  thrive  and 
grow  in  the  future. 

"Leadership  needs  to  be  the  keeper  of  the 
vision  for  the  church,"  he  said.  "But  first  you  must 
have  a  vision." 

That  means  having  faith  in  abundance  and 
trusting  that  growth  will  happen  if  given  a  chance, 
said  Nolin,  and  it  means  giving  more  power  to  the 
doers  in  the  church. 

"You  may  have  to  take  some  power  from  the 
vestry  and  give  it  to  the  committees  and 
commissions,"  he  added.  "Give  the  ministry  of 


Lawrence  Stith  accepts  applause  for  Carteret  Chorale. 

was  one  you  could  wrap  yourself  up  in. 

In  his  presentation,  Bishop  Sanders  quotes  a 
drama  critic  who  says  if  you  can  only  see  two 
musicals  in  your  lifetime,  see  "Les  Mis"  twice.  If 
you  won't  being  seeing  a  Broadway  Musical 
anytime  soon,  do  yourself  a  favor  and  catch 
Bishop  Sanders'  presentation.  In  an  age  of 
infomercials,  motivational  speakers  and  self-help 
seminars,  his  presentation  is  one  of  the  most 
entertaining  and  inspirational  presentations 
around. 

—  Lee  Domineck  and  Alicia  Alford  contributed  to  this  article. 


your  church  to  those  who  want  to  do  something." 

As  for  vision,  the  Department  of 
Congregations  and  Development  has  set  several 
goals  for  the  diocese,  even  though  it  commands 
only  a  small  part  of  budget.  These  include: 

1.  Hiring  a  regional  minister  to  work  with  six 
to  eight  parishes  in  a  shared  ministry  arrangement 
for  three  years. 

2.  Sponsoring  a  structural  survey  of  buildings 
not  inspected  within  the  past  25  years. 

3.  Setting  up  a  land  acquisition  fund  for  new 
congregations. 

4.  Establishing  a  new  congregation  within  five 
years. 

5.  Providing  funds  for  radio  and  television 
commercials  about  the  Episcopal  Church. 

6.  Holding  a  forum  in  1997  for  congregational 
development  for  African  Americans. 

7.  Moving  the  Hispanic  congregations  from  an 
outreach  effort  to  the  mainstream  within  seven 
years. 

The  task  of  congregational  development 
received  a  boost  during  the  convention  from  the 
Rev.  Joseph  Cooper,  Rector  of  Church  of  the 
Servant  in  Wilmington. 

His  church  features  a  new,  modern  worship 
space  with  great  acoustics  for  liturgy  and  movable 
chairs  and  altar,  so  the  building  can  serve  multiple 
functions.  It  even  has  a  large  labyrinth  etched  into 
the  floor,  which  provides  a  path  that  worshippers 
can  walk  to  meditate  and  pray. 

During  the  Evensong  held  there,  Cooper 
remarked  that  this  exciting  and  inviting  church 
design  is  attracting  people  who  normally  don't 
come  to  church.  His  congregation  has  grown 
significantly  since  opening  the  new  building. 

"My  word  for  congregational  development  is 
that  if  you  build  it,  they  will  come,"  said  Cooper. 
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They  Lived  Not  Only  in  Ages  Past  —  All  Saints  Gains  Parish  Status 


by  Patrick  Joyce 

Just  outside  Kitty  Hawk,  backed  up  to 
Currituck  Sound,  is  a  5-acre  parcel  of  land.  If  you 
stand  quietly  on  that  ground  and  listen  carefully, 
you'll  hear  the  strains  of  the  20th  century  hymn: 

"/  sing  a  song  of  the  saints  of  God,  patient  and 
brave  and  true,  who  toiled  and  fought  and  lived 
and  died  for  the  Lord  they  loved  and  knew.  And 
one  was  a  doctor  and  one  was  a  queen  and  one 
was  a  shepherdess  on  the  green:  they  were  all  of 
them  saints  of  God  and  I  mean,  God  helping,  to  be 
one  too. " 

The  people  singing  that  hymn  came  together 
and,  after  long,  hard  —  and  enthusiastic  —  work, 
officially  became  recognized  as  All  Saints 
Episcopal  Church  at  Southern  Shores  at  the 
diocesan  convention  February  8. 

It  was  a  magnificent  but  supremely  simple, 
ceremony  that  briefly  resembled  a  brief  pep  rally. 
Delegates  who  were  searching  for  a  cup  of  coffee 
may  have  missed  it,  but  to  the  delegation  from  All 
Saints,  led  by  the  Rev.  Margaret  Shepard,  it  clearly 
was  the  highlight  of  the  convention.  Because  of 
its  status  and  size,  All  Saints  had  only  one  official 
delegate  to  the  convention — Wick  Wickman  — 
but  look  who  else  was  there:  Wick's  wife  Pat, 
Senior  Warden  Happy  Bradley,  Nick  and  Helen 
vanLaer,  Charlie  and  Sue  Meyer,  Stun  and  Sue 
Leggett,  Beth  and  Tom  Secules,  Bob  and  Ellen 
Strickland,  Dee  Shepard,  Myra  and  Richard 
Markvart,  Ethel  Luke,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker 
Jordan,  J.B.  Shepard,  Evan  Luke,  Helen 
Hiltabidle,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Schultz  and  the 
rector's  husband,  Scott  Shepard. 


"They  loved  their  Lord  so  dear,  so  dear,  and 
his  love  made  them  strong;  and  they  followed  the 
right  for  Jesus '  sake  the  whole  of  their  good  lives 
long  and  one  was  a  soldier,  and  one  was  a  priest, 
and  one  was  slain  by  a  fierce  wild  beast  and 
there 's  not  any  reason  —  no,  not  the  least  —  why 
I  shouldn 't  be  one  too.  " 

They  loved  their  Lord,  these  folks  from  the 
Outer  Banks,  and  they  wanted  to  worship  Him  in 
their  own  home.  So,  with  an  eye  to  the  past  —  to 
the  establishment  of  the  Anglican  Communion  in 
the  area  in  1587  ...  to  the  first  All  Saints  in  the 
area  in  1849.  .  .  to  the  start  of  THIS  diocesan 
church  community  in  1883  —  the  people  who 
were  to  become  All  Saints,  Southern  Shores 
embarked  on  the  path  that  has  led  them  to  this 
point. 

If  there  is  a  word  describing  everyone  who  is  a 
part  of  the  All  Saints  family,  it  has  to  be  "excited." 
But  "enthusiastic"  has  to  be  in  there,  along  with 
"cautious"  and  "concerned." 

There  is  no  building  on  that  three-acre  site  by 
the  Sound,  but  groundbreaking  ceremonies  are 
expected  to  take  place  within  a  year.  The 
property,  just  off  Highway  158,  cost  $300,000  — 
a  portion  of  which  was  obtained  through  a  gift 
from  the  Diocese.  All  Saints  holds  its  services  in 
the  Kitty  Hawk  Elementary  School  cafeteria.  The 
phrase  "You  can  meet  them  in  school"...  in  the 
third  verse  of  the  hymn  meandering  through  this 
article  thus  takes  on  particular  meaning. 

Almost  every  aspect  of  All  Saints  is  new, 
including  its  rector.  Margaret  Shepard  has  only 


The  Revs.  Margaret  Shepard  and  Charles  Gill  gather 
with  members  of  All  Saints. 

been  on  board  two  months,  but  is  far  from  new  to 
the  priesthood.  She's  an  Alabama  native  and  was 
called  to  All  Saints  from  Montevallo,  Alabama, 
where  she  was  a  leader  in  "start-up"  movements  to 
build  new  congregations. 

Dee  Shepard  has  been  a  part  of  this  movement 
since  its  inception.  She  is  the  All  Saints  acolyte 
advisor.  More  or  less  quiet  by  nature,  Dee  has  a 
hard  time  not  bubbling  over  about  the  birth  and 
growth  of  All  Saints.  "Everything  is  going  so  well. 
We're  growing  so  much  and  so  smoothly,  and  now 
we  can  get  ready  to  start  building." 

"They  lived  not  only  in  ages  past,  there  are 
hundreds  of  thousands  still,  the  world  is  bright 
with  the  joyous  saints  who  love  to  do  Jesus '  will. 
You  can  meet  them  in  school,  or  in  lanes,  or  at  sea, 
in  church,  or  in  trains,  or  shops,  or  at  tea.  For  the 
saints  of  God  are  just  folks  like  me,  and  I  mean  be 
one  too.  " 


Deputies  Ready  for  Exciting  Summer  in  Philadelphia 


by  Joe  West 

Deputies  to  the  Episcopal  Church's  national 
convention  in  Philadelphia  will  deal  with  several 
important  issues  this  summer,  but  nothing  that's 
likely  to  rile  up  too  many  congregations.  That  was 
the  sentiment  expressed  by  the  deputies  from  East 
Carolina  during  a  dialogue  session  at  the  diocesan 
convention  in  Wilmington. 

The  main  issues  on  tap  this  summer  include  a 
possible  partnership  with  Lutherans  and  choosing  a 
new  presiding  bishop. 

A  historic  ecumenical  agreement  called  a 
Concordat  is  under  consideration  between  the 
Episcopal  Church  and  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  in  America.  If  approved,  it  would  put  the 
churches  in  full  communion  with  each  other. 

"We  have  had  various  relationships  with  the 
Lutherans  for  the  past  15  years,  and  they  have  been 
happy  experiences,"  said  the  Rev.  Philip  Craig  Sr., 
Rector  of  St.  Mary's  Church  in  Kinston. 

"The  agreement  says  we  will  work  toward  full 
recognition  of  each  others'  congregations,  but  it  is 
not  a  merger  of  the  two  churches,"  he  added. 

This  summer's  vote  is  critical  to  the  ongoing 
process,  said  the  deputies.  It  is  simply  a  "yes"  or 
"no"  vote  on  whether  the  churches  should  continue 
moving  toward  the  Concordat. 

"It  would  be  about  2010  before  the  arrangement 
is  final  and  in  place,"  said  Craig. 

One  practical  result  might  mean  having 
Episcopal  and  Lutheran  pastors  serving  in  each 
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others  churches. 

"This  could  be  a  great  help  in  small 
communities,  where  one  priest  could  serve  a 
Lutheran  and  Episcopal  parish,"  said  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Cooper,  Rector  of  Church  of  the  Servant  in 
Wilmington. 

"This  would  be  a  bold  statement  of  unity  of  the 
one  church  in  Christ,"  he  added. 

It  certainly  would  mean  getting  to  know  each 
other  better. 

"The  clergy  in  both  denominations  would  be 
cross-trained  into  the  other,"  said  the  Rev.  Lucy 
Talbott,  Rector  of  St.  Paul's  in-the-Pines  in 
Fayetteville. 

"The  real  purpose  is  to  strengthen  the  mission  of 
the  church,"  she  added.  "The  preaching  tradition  of 
the  Lutherans  is  very  rich,  and  we  stand  to  benefit 
from  that." 

If  approved,  the  Concordat  would  apply  only  to 
members  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church, 
which  represents  just  part  of  the  Lutherans  in  this 
country.  It  would  not  include  the  large  Missouri 
Synod. 

Another  job  for  deputies  this  summer  is  the 
election  of  a  presiding  bishop.  The  new  bishop 
would  serve  only  nine  years  instead  of  the 
customary  12. 

"I  think  this  is  a  more  sane  approach,"  said 
Talbott.  "As  it  is  now,  the  presiding  bishop  spends 
the  first  nine  years  presiding  and  the  next  three 
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recuperating.  We  really  maim  the  presiding  bishop." 

The  House  of  Bishops  actually  elects  the 
presiding  bishop,  and  the  deputies  can  only  approve 
or  reject  the  candidate. 

"We  can  stop  the  selection,  but  we  cannot  initiate 
it,"  added  Craig. 

Despite  some  talk  about  this  summer's 
convention  being  a  disruptive  one  for  the  national 
church,  most  of  the  deputies  in  Wilmington  said  they 
felt  confident  that  things  would  go  smoothly.  They 
anticipate  no  big  fights  over  homosexuality  or  other 
controversial  issues,  but  anything  is  possible. 

"Even  the  ordination  of  women  might  come  up  in 
some  fashion,  as  it  did  at  the  last  convention.  That  is 
an  issue  that  I  thought  we  had  settled  a  long  time 
ago,"  said  David  Stoller  of  Christ  Church  in  New 
Bern. 

Stoller,  who  was  elected  president  of  the  diocesan 
Standing  Committee,  asked  that  everyone  in  the 
diocese  pray  for  the  deputies  because  they  bear  an 
enormous  responsibility  for  the  future  of  the  church. 

In  the  past,  some  of  the  ill  feelings  expressed  at 
the  national  convention  have  attracted  the  media 
spotlight,  but  there  is  another  aspect  of  this  gathering 
of  the  church  that  deserves  more  attention. 

"You  hear  a  lot  of  talk  about  the  trouble  in  our 
church,"  said  Talbott.  "But  by  the  end  of  the  last 
convention,  I  had  compiled  a  thick  notebook  of 
resolutions  that  underscore  all  the  good  things  that 
this  church  is  doing." 


Office  and  Committee  Appointments 

Executive  Council 

Albemarle  Deanery 
The  Rev.  Hilary  West 
Mr.  George  Brandt 
Lower  Cape  Fear  Deanery 
The  Rev.  Robert  Banse 
Mrs.  Nancy  Smith 
Pamlico  Deanery 
The  Rev.  Bo  Etters 
Mrs.  June  Liverman 
Trinity  Deanery 
Deacon  Elaine  Irving 
Mr.  Davis  Jones 

The  Rev.  James  Cooke,  unexpired  term 

Upper  Cape  Fear  Deanery 

The  Rev.  Augustine  Joseph 

Mr.  Ron  Husky 

At-Large 

Mr.  Simon  Whitehead 
Mr.  J.  Ramsey  Speer 
The  Rev.  Sean  Cavanaugh 

Deans 

Albemarle:  The  Rev.  Dale  Brudvig 

Lower  Cape  Fear:  Mrs.  Jane  Martin 

Pamlico:  The  Rev.  Bo  Etters 

Trinity:  The  Rev.  Bonnie  Clarke 

Upper  Cape  Fear:  The  Rev.  Gary  Noteboom 

Treasurer:  Mr.  Car!  Ragsdale 

Historiographer;  Mr.  H.  M,  Bell 

Chancellor:  Mr.  B.C.  Barwick 

Trustee  of  the  Diocese:  Mrs.  Joan  Geiszler-Ludlura 

Commission  on  Ministry 

The  Rev.  Bill  Bradbury 
The  Rev.  R.C.  West 
The  Rev.  Tom  Midyette 
Mrs.  Ruby  Siler 
The  Rev.  Martha  Honaker 

Foundation  Members: 

Mrs.  Lois  Sawyer 

Mr.  Jim  Kyle 

Mr.  Stan  Leggett 

The  Rev.  David  Chamberlain 

Trinity  Center  Board 

Mr.  Allan  Strange 
Ms.  Anna  Faye  Campbell 
Mrs.  Harriet  Woolara 
Mrs.  Caroneil  Chestnut 

Trustees  for  Thompson  Children's  Home 

Mr.  Simon  Whitehead 
Mr.  J,  Ramsey  Speer 
The  Rev.  Sean  Cavanaugh 
The  Rev.  Nan  Chandler 

Nominations  Committee 

Mr.  David  Stoller,  Chair 
Mrs.  Jerrie  Taylor 
Mrs.  Bett  Gilliam 
Mrs.  Barbara  Werner 
Mr.  Charles  Koonce 

Committee  on  Constitution  &  Canons 

Mrs.  Joan  Geiszler-Ludlum^  Chair 
Mr.  RC  Barwick 
Mr.  John  Carter 

The.  Rev.  Charles  vonRosenberg 
The  Rev.  Bill  Brettmann 
The  Rev.  Donald  Overton 

Committee  on  Resolutions 

The  Rev.  Lucy  Talbott,  Chair 
The  Rev.  Janet  Tarbox 
Mr.  Lewis  Bryan 


Stewardship  —  It's  About  How  We  Give  Thanks 


We  knew  it  was  coming.  Afterall,  the 
convention  theme  was  "In  Everything  Give 
Thanks."  Bishop  Sanders'  opening  service  talked 
about  it  as  did  his  address.  Hardly  a  speaker  stood 
up  during  the  1 14th  Convention  of  the  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina  that  did  not  list  two,  three  or  several 
things  that  he  or  she  was  thankful  for. 

It  is  not  hard  to  talk  about  being  thankful,  but 
living  in  thankfulness,  that's  another  story.  So  at  a 
convention  centered  on  thankfulness,  the  s-word 
had  to  be  broached.  And  there  it  was.  On  Friday 
morning  a  stewardship  speaker  was  scheduled. 
We  were  going  to  have  to  do  it  —  we  were  going 
to  have  to  think  about  our  own  role  as  Christian 
stewards. 

Now  surely  there  were  those  of  us  there,  who 
thought,  "Here  we  go  again"  or  "I  have  heard  this 
before."  But  after  hearing  Tom  Holt,  one  of  the 
diocesan  stewardship  consultants,  speak  of  his 
own  stewardship  journey,  there  were  very  few 
people  who  could  not  relate  to  his  journey.  Tom 
spoke  with  humor  and  emotion  about  moving 
from  an  occasional  interest  in  church  to  becoming 
a  committed  percentage  giver.  He  spoke  of  the 
life-style  changes  and  the  life-changes  he  and  his 
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wife  encountered  on  their  continuing  stewardship 
journey.  With  openness  and  honesty  he  shared  an 
intimate  faith  journey  with  a  crowd  of  500. 

When  he  had  finished,  there  were  few  present 
who  were  not  affected  by  his  words.  Engaging 
round  table  discussions  facilitated  by  trained 
moderators  followed.  One  could  not  help  but  be 
impressed  by  the  earnestness  of  the  discussions. 

Quite  a  few  people  could  be  overheard  saying, 
"I  wish  more  people  in  our  church  could  be 
exposed  to  this."  And  that  perhaps  is  the  beauty 
of  what  was  being  offered.  Tom's  presentation 
was  not  a  one-time,  canned  presentation.  The 
Stewardship  Commission  of  the  Diocese  has 
trained  stewardship  consultants  available  to  visit 
churches  throughout  the  diocese.  The  consultants 
will  share  their  own  journeys  and  help  individuals 
and  churches  traveling  on  their  own  paths. 

Stewardship  is  about  growth  and  faith.  It  is 
about  how  we  give  thanks  with  our  lives.  Do 
yourself  and  your  parish  a  favor;  call  Nancy 
Broadwell,  Chair  of  the  Stewardship  Commission, 
910/867-091 1,  and  have  a  stewardship  consultant 
visit  your  church.  They  can  help  you  on  your 
journey. 


Fruita 
Diocesis 


Hace  un  ano  en  la  convencion  1 13  que  empezo  el  trabajo  de  componer  la  1 14  convencion  en 
Wilmington  durante  6-8  de  Febrero  de  este  ano  pua  que  resultara  tan  suave  y  con  tanto  exito. 

Cuando  juntos  el  ano  pasado  el  Obispo  B.  Sidney  Sanders  cito  Juan  15:5  "Yo  soy  la  enredadera  y  tu 
las  ramas.  No  me  has  escojido  pero  te  he  escojido....  no  por  tu  bien  pero  para  que  puedas  producir  mucha 
fruta  .  .  .  fruta  que  va  a  durar." 

La  idea  fue  sembrada,  y  todo  se  aclaro  el  mes  pasado  en  la  convencion  que  la  enredadera  con  sus 
ramas  esta  produciendo  fuita.  La  convencion  estuvo  en  una  palabra  "suave."  En  ningun  momento  hubo 
discordia.  Se  adelantaro  las  sesiones  de  los  asuntos  de  la  igiesia,  los  grupos  de  discusion  y  hasta 
aprobaron  o  resolvieron  las  resoluciones  considerada  en  esta  convencion.  Aparentement  los  delegados 
apreciaron  la  oportunidad  de  discutir  los  asuntos  de  la  convencion  durante  las  sesiones  de  dialogo  el 
Jueves  por  la  tarde  junto  a  los  examenes  de  testigo  el  Viernes. 

Considerando  que  el  Obispo  Sanders  incito  a  su  bandada  el  ano  pasado  con  su  sennon  de  la 
"enredadera  y  las  ramas,"  esta  vez  los  dos  Obispos  nos  dejan  con  una  impresion  perdudable.  El  Obispo 
Sanders  durante  su  sermon,  se  refirio  a  la  lucha  con  su  cancer  del  pulmon:  "Tengo  una  cosa  en  comun  con 
todos  que  puedan  oir  me  voz  —  no  se  lo  que  el  futuro  traiga  para  mi  ni  para  eada  uno  de  ustedes." 

El  Sabado  por  la  manana  el  Obispo  Daniel  hablo  de  todas  las  montanas  que  temos  que  trepar: 
"Hermanos  e  Hermanas  delante  de  nosotros  hay  montanas  las  cuales  solamente  podemos  ver  varios  pasos. 
El  Senor  nos  pide  que  tomemos  el  proximo  paso,  que  de  ahi  en  fuera  el  hara  el  resto  por  nosotros." 
Entonces  recordo  el  primer  verso  del  himno  "La  Carretera  del  Rey": 

"No  se  donde  me  lleva  este  camino  que  sigo  diariamente,  O  donde  teermina;  solamente  se  que  camino 
la  carretera  del  Rey.  No  se  si  el  camino  es  largo,  y  nadie  me  puede  decir,  aunque  aspero  o  suave,  cuesta 
affiba  o  abajo,  camino  la  carretera  del  Rey." 

Este  ano  el  tema  de  la  convencion  fue  "El  Tiemp  de  dar  Gracias"  los  delgados  eschucharon  los 
mensajes  y  se  que  llegaron  a  la  misma  conclucion,  que  esta  Diocesis  esta  bendecida  con  la  sabiduria, 
vision  y  compromiso  de  nuestros  Obispos. 
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trumpeting  yc^h  Triumph 


Volunteers  Save  Religious  Statue  From  Ravage  and  Ruin 


by  Joe  West 

The  Good  Shepherd  has  had  a  resurrection 
experience  of  sorts  in  the  side  yard  of  St. 
Cyprian's  Episcopal  Church  in  New  Bern. 

A  life-size  statue  of  Jesus  surrounded  by  five 
children  was  almost  lost  to  the  ravages  of  time  and 
nature.  But  18  months  of  hard  work  by  three 
volunteers  have  brought  the  Good  Shepherd  statue 
back  to  its  former  glory. 

"The  plaster  statue  was  designed  for  indoor 
display  but  had  spent  much  of  its  time  outside, 
and  that's  why  it  deteriorated  so  much,"  said  Fred 
Davis,  a  member  of  St.  Cyprian's  and  one  of  the 
volunteer  artisans. 

The  church  had  long  had  plans  to  restore  the 
artwork,  but  money  was  the  holdup. 

"One  of  the  estimates  we  received  was  for 
$5,000,  but  that  was  more  than  we  could  afford," 
said  Joe  Ricketts,  another  church  member  and 
volunteer. 

What  got  the  two  going  on  the  project  was  the 
help  of  a  friend,  Jim  Glatthaar.  They  had  asked  his 
advice  on  restoring  the  statue.  Glatthaar,  not  a 
member  of  the  church,  first  suggested  just  getting 
rid  of  what  was  essentially  a  pile  of  plaster.  But 
when  he  sensed  the  sentimental  value  it  held  for 
church  members  and  other  residents,  he  offered  to 
lend  a  hand  with  the  artwork. 

And  what  a  challenge.  The  figures  had  wasted 
away  until  they  were  hardly  recognizable.  That  left 
the  volunteers,  none  of  whom  were  trained  as 
artists,  wondering  what  the  figures  were  supposed 
to  look  like. 


"We  just  sat  down  and  tried  to  imagine  how  the 
original  statue  might  have  appeared,  with  Jesus' 
hands  on  the  heads  of  the  children,"  said  Davis. 
Ironically,  when  they  were  well  into  the  project,  a 
local  resident  came  up  with  a  picture  of  the  statue 
taken  in  better  days,  and  the  volunteers  found  that 
their  rendition  was  rather  accurate. 

The  statue  has  quite  a  long  history.  It  originally 
came  from  Europe  with  the  Bellamy  family  when 
they  relocated  to  Wilmington,  NC.  It  was  stored  in 
the  family's  warehouse  for  many  years  and  finally, 
in  the  mid-1960s,  was  given  to  the  Rt.  Rev. 
Thomas  H.  Wright,  then  Bishop  of  East  Carolina. 

Bishop  Wright,  a  close  friend  of  the  Bellamys, 
was  serving  as  chairman  of  the  board  at  Good 
Shepherd  Hospital  in  New  Bern.  The  bishop 
offered  the  statue  to  the  hospital  and  the  board 
unanimously  accepted. 

It  was  first  placed  outside  the  hospital  and  later 
moved  into  the  lobby.  Sometime  later  a  county- 
wide  hospital  was  built  in  New  Bern  and  Good 
Shepherd,  a  hospital  for  blacks,  was  no  longer 
needed.  When  that  hospital  closed,  St.  Cyprian's 
inherited  the  artwork.  The  statue  was  exposed  to 
the  weather  again  for  about  25  years. 

The  restoration  project  not  only  preserved  an 
important  piece  of  history  but  instilled  a  sense  of 
pride  in  church  members  and  intrigued  area 
residents. 

"When  we  were  working,  so  many  people 
stopped  by  to  admire  our  undertaking  and  give  us 
moral  encouragement,"  said  Davis. 


Before  restoration        After  restoration 


"The  New  Bern  tour  bus  even  stops  to  point  it 
out  to  tourists,"  added  Ricketts.  "I  think  our  next 
project  will  be  to  post  the  statue's  history  on  a 
plaque  so  visitors  can  read  all  about  it. 

And  the  statue  will  no  longer  be  at  the  mercy 
of  Mother  Nature.  It  is  now  enclosed  in  a 
Plexiglas  case. 

A  formal  dedication  for  the  statue  was  held 
Jan.  26  after  the  Sunday  church  service.  It  drew  a 
crowd  of  church  members,  local  residents  and  city 
officials,  including  the  mayor.  A  concluding 
prayer  summed  up  the  spirit  of  the  artistic 
endeavor: 

"Accept,  we  pray,  his  representation  of  Jesus 
Christ  the  Good  Shepherd;  and  grant  that  as  we 
look  upon  it,  our  hearts  may  be  drawn  to  things 
which  can  be  seen  only  by  the  eye  of  faith." 


St.  James'  Weathers  Fran  With  Help  From  Friends 


by  Joe  West 

If  the  ravages  of  Hurricane  Fran  have  a  bright  spot, 
it  is  reflected  in  the  restoration  work  at  St.  James' 
Church  in  Belhaven. 

The  storm  pushed  about  four  feet  of  water  into  the 
town  and  raised  the  sea  level  inside  the  church  to  10 
inches.  Water  warped  floors,  cracked  tiles,  zapped  the 
heating  system,  and  yellowed  the  walls  and  pews. 
Luckily,  the  kneelers  had  been  taken  up,  and  the  water 
never  reached  the  altar. 

Fran  also  shorted  out  the  electric  organ,  so  that 
when  the  pedals  were  pumped,  out  came  water  instead 
of  music.  That  organ  has  been  mercifully  donated  to 
another  church. 

"When  they  moved  it  out  a  month  after  Fran,  there 
was  still  water  pouring  out,"  said  Mary  Wahab,  a 
church  member  whose  husband  is  the  organist. 

When  Zion  Church  in  Washington  heard  about  the 
loss  of  the  organ,  it  donated  its  old  organ  to  St.  James', 
said  Wahab,  because  it  has  recently  obtained  a  new 
one.  That  gift  alone  was  estimated  at  about  $8,000,  she 
added. 
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"We  haven't  gotten  to  play  the  new  organ  yet 
because  we  are  still  refinishing  the  church  floors,"  said 
Wahab. 

"The  water  hit  with  such  force  that  it  washed  away 
the  piers  under  the  parish  hall  and  the  floor  collapsed," 
said  Ronald  Ottesen,  the  junior  warden.  "We  lost  the 
subfloor  and  tile." 

"It  has  been  my  job  to  oversee  all  this  mess  and 
pull  it  together,"  he  added.  Fortunately,  Ottesen  has 
some  experience  with  general  contracting  because 
repairing  the  church  has  been  a  mammoth  task. 

Fran's  fury  has  resulted  in  basically  a  total 
renovation  of  the  sanctuary,  parish  hall  and  Sunday 
school  area.  The  floors  are  being  replace  or  refinished, 
the  whole  inside  has  been  repainted  and  a  new  heating 
system  has  been  fired  up.  Even  the  bathrooms,  which 
were  in  need  of  help  even  before  Fran  came  calling, 
have  been  updated. 

It  has  meant  shifting  church  services  around  to 
other  parts  of  the  complex  as  pews  were  moved  out  and 
floors  were  reconstructed  and  refinished.  But  worship 


has  never  ceased. 

"We  kept  our  church  momentum  up  during  the 
repairs  and  even  brought  in  propane  tanks  for  heat  until 
we  could  get  the  new  system  going,"  said  Ottesen. 

He  credits  the  energy  of  the  congregation  and 
generosity  of  friends.  Roberta  Allen,  a  member  of  the 
congregation,  handled  the  redoing  of  the  decor  and  paid 
for  the  paint.  The  Diocese  gave  St.  James'  $12,000 
from  designated  hurricane  relief  funds  to  help  with 
repairs.  A  Virginia  couple  that  was  visiting  Belhaven 
on  their  sailboat  donated  another  $1,000  when  they 
heard  about  the  church's  plight. 

In  all,  Ottesen  estimates  that  the  church  has 
received  about  $25,000  toward  the  restoration.  "The 
place  actually  looks  better  than  it  has  in  years,"  he 
added.  "People  really  got  behind  this  effort.  The  more 
we  did,  the  more  people  wanted  to  do." 

The  small  church  usually  has  about  30  people  on  a 
Sunday,  but  as  Ottesen  says,  it  is  family.  And  family 
pulled  together  with  friends  to  provide  a  happy  ending 
to  Hurricane  Fran. 
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Dean  of  Canterbury  Visits  St.  Paul's,  Greenville 


by  Mary  Kathryn  Thornton 

On  Sunday,  February  2.  St.  Paul's  Episcopal 
Church,  Greenville,  received  a  stone  from 
Canterbury  Cathedral  in  services  celebrating  the 
beginning  of  the  parish's  150th  year.  This  Sunday 
was  the  first  of  a  series  of  1997  events  marking  the 
sesquicentennial.  The  Very  Rev.  John  A.  Simpson, 
Dean  of  Canterbury,  presented  the  sermon,  and  the 
services  featured  the  music  of  Dr.  David  Hurd, 
professor  of  church  music  and  organist  at  General 
Theological  Seminary  in  New  York.  Hurd  was  in 
Greenville  for  East  Carolina  University's  Religious 
Arts  Festival,  which  was  organized  and  directed  by 
Dr.  Janette  Fi shell,  organ  professor  at  ECU  and 
director  of  music  at  St.  Paul's. 

The  Very  Rev.  John  A.  Simpson  formally 
presented  The  Rev.  C.  Thomas  Midyette  III  with  the 
stone  of  about  12  inches  diameter  carved  with  the 
Canterbury  cross.  Midyette  said  the  stone  probably 
will  be  used  in  an  arch  behind  the  altar  of  the  new 
church  to  be  built  parallel  with  the  current  church, 
which  is  to  become  a  chapel.  The  Dean  stated  that 
Canterbury  Cathedral  for  about  100  years  has  offered 
to  cathedrals  in  the  Anglican  Communion  a  stone  cut 
from  the  same  kind  of  French  rock  used  in  building 
the  cathedral.  Simpson  called  the  stone  a  tangible 
link  with  Canterbury  and  a  symbol  of  unity  with  the 
Anglican  Communion. 

Although  the  stones  usually  are  given  to 
churches  which  are  cathedrals,  St.  Paul's  has  a 
special  connection  with  Canterbury  because  David 
Stout,  St.  Paul's  seminarian,  was  the  first  intern  to 
serve  in  the  year-long  Duke  seminary  program  with 
Canterbury  Cathedral.  Stout,  whose  internship  was 
under  Simpson  and  who  recently  completed  his 
degree  at  Duke  University  Divinity  School. 

1^1  "Voices"  con't  from  page  1 


arranged  for  the  Greenville  visit  while  Simpson  was 
in  the  United  States  lecturing  at  Duke  and 
fundraising  for  a  new  educational  center  at 
Canterbury.  Simpson  said  that  he  wanted  to  come  to 
Greenville  to  express  appreciation  to  St.  Paul's  and 
to  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  for  their  support  of 
the  internship  program. 

Taking  his  text  from  I  Kings  8,  Simpson  gave  the 
sermon  at  both  the  9  am  and  the  11:15  am  services. 
He  said  that  the  prayer  of  Solomon  at  the  dedication 
of  the  temple  "shouts  the  importance  of  buildings." 
He  stated  that  "the  church  is  concerned  with  people 
and  their  needs,  but  buildings  and  places  — 
churches  —  have  importance,  too.  .  .  .  People  meet 
God  in  places —  in  church.  .  .  .  God  is  everywhere, 
but  you  cannot  find  Him  until  you  meet  him  in  a 
particular  place.  .  .  .  The  holiness  of  His  particular 
special  places  is  a  symbol  of  His  presence 
everywhere.  .  .  .  You  will  not  find  God  everywhere 
until  you  find  Him  somewhere."  Simpson  continued. 
"One  of  the  tasks  of  effective  renewed  people  is 
creating  true  holy  places  where  God's  presence  can 
be  discovered  and  experienced  and  known." 

Simpson  remarked  that  he  looks  forward  t<> 
welcoming  our  Bishops  to  the  Lambeth  Conference 
next  year.  This  conference,  he  said,  holds  the 
Anglican  Communion  together.  There  is  enormous 
preparation  for  this  meeting  which  is  held  only  every 
ten  years,  and  then  there  is  much  effort  to  work  out 
the  statements  of  the  conference  in  the  years  that 
follow.  Simpson  said  he  hopes  that  the  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina  prepares  the  Bishops  for  the 
conference  and  benefits  from  the  time  they  spend 
there. 


The  Rev.  Tom  Midyette  receives  stone  from  the  very 
Rev.  John  A.  Simpson. 


The  hymn,  written  by  the  Rev.  Canon  Harold 
T.  Lewis,  former  staff  officer  for  Black  Ministries 
of  the  Episcopal  Church,  tells  the  story  of 
Absalom  Jones,  the  first  black  priest  in  the 
Episcopal  Church  and  the  first  black  minister  of 
any  major  denomination  in  the  United  States. 

"One  fine  morning,  while  at  worship, 

Wrested  from  his  knees  in  prayer; 

He,  his  friends,  were  thus  evicted: 

'You  no  more  may  praise  God  here.  .  .' 

Founded  he  Saint  Thomas'  Church  for 

Afric's  sons  and  daughters  blest; 

Full-fledged  members  of  Christ's  Body. 

They  no  longer  were  oppressed." 

No  longer  welcome  at  another  denomination's 
church  which  he  had  helped  to  evangelize. 
Absalom  Jones  founded  St.  Thomas  Church, 
Philadelphia,  which  became  a  part  of  the  Episcopal 
Diocese  of  Pennsylvania  in  1794.  In  the  book.  Yet 
With  A  Steady  Beat:  The  African  American 
Struggle  For  Recognition  in  the  Episcopal 
Church  ,  Harold  Lewis  writes  that  St.  Thomas 
Church  "became,  in  1794,  the  first  black 
congregation  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  as  well  as 
the  first  black  congregation  of  any  denomination. 
It  came  into  existence  long  before  there  was  a 
black  denomination." 

Bishop  Coadjutor  Daniel  was  the  celebrant  for 
the  Holy  Eucharist,  and  he  asked  the  clergy 
present  to  join  him  around  the  altar  as  we  gave 
thanks  for  the  life  and  witness  of  the  Rev.  Absalom 
Jones. 


The  Rev.  Dr.  Wilberforce  Mundia,  Priest-in- 
Charge  of  The  Episcopal  Church  of  the 
Epiphany,  Rocky  Mount,  NC,  and  philosophy 
professor  at  Shaw  University,  was  the  preacher. 
Noting  Absalom  Jones'  experiences  of  oppression 
by  society  and  the  church,  he  spoke  passionately 
about  the  need  for  all  people  to  work  together  for 
justice  and  for  our  services  to  be  worship  from  the 
heart,  not  performances.  "The  Prayer  Book  does 
not  begin  on  page  323  or  page  355,"  he  said,  in 
noting  that  there  is  a  wealth  of  material  contained 
throughout  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer.  He 
called  for  singing  of  music  which  comes  deep 
from  within  the  experience  of  the  congregation. 

The  music  for  the  service  did  just  that.  In  fact, 
the  service  for  Absalom  Jones,  the  first  such 
observance  in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  was 
largely  the  inception  of  the  newly-formed  ECC 
choir.  Lewis  Moore,  the  choir  director,  chose  all 
the  hymns  from  Lift  Every  Voice  and  Sing  11:  An 
African  American  Hymnal.  The  ECC  choir 
rehearsed  diligently  for  its  premiere  event, 
preparing  Negro  spirituals  for  two  anthems  and  a 
choral  benediction. 

It  was  ironic  that  the  service  was  held  at  St. 
Augustine's,  Kinston,  which  recently  celebrated  its 
centennial.  During  that  celebration  in  August 
1996,  the  Rev.  Joseph  H.  Banks,  Rector  of  St. 
Augustine's  from  1948  to  1978  (and  frequent 
supply  priest  since  his  retirement)  preached.  As  he 
spoke  of  the  lean  times  in  St.  Augustine's  history, 
he  told  of  the  trouble  he  faced  in  getting  the 
current  building  erected  in  its  new  location  in 
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1956.  One  of  the  neighbors  at  that  time  protested 
the  building  of  the  church  in  her  neighborhood. 
She  was  concerned  that  the  church  would  make 
too  much  noise!  Father  Banks  noted  that  she 
obviously  did  not  know  Episcopalians  well! 
(After  the  church  was  built,  she  later  learned  to 
accept  it  and  even  occasionally  attended  a  service.) 
As  hearts  and  voices  were  raised  in  joyful  music 
and  happy  fellowship  at  the  Absalom  Jones 
service,  perhaps  the  neighborhood  heard  some  of 
those  sounds  that  were  protested  over  forty  years 
ago. 

The  closing  hymn  summed  up  the  feelings  of 
those  present: 

"Lift  every  voice  and  sing, 

Till  earth  and  heaven  ring, 

Ring  with  the  harmonies  of  liberty; 

Let  our  rejoicing  rise 

High  as  the  list'ning  skies, 

Let  it  resound  loud  as  the  rolling  sea." 

(James  Weldon  Johnson) 

Moore,  Sheila  Walker,  and  the  Rev.  Bonnie 
Clarke  were  instrumental  in  planning  the  service 
and  can  be  thanked  for  its  success.  Plans  are 
already  underway  for  the  second  annual  Absalom 
Jones  Day  in  1998. 

"The  Episcopal  Church  has  committed  itself  to 
the  eradication  of  racism  and  events  such  as  this 
are  one  way  to  achieve  this  goal,"  said  Bishop 
Daniel.  "It  recommits  us  in  the  present  to 
deepening  and  strengthening  our  ministry  in  the 
black  community." 
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Evangelist  Rocks 
New  Bern  Church 

by  Joe  West 

A  deepening  of  religious  commitment  was  the 
theme  of  a  renewal  weekend  at  Christ  Church  in  New 
Bern  on  Jan.  18  and  19. 

The  program  was  led  by  the  Rev.  Fred  L.  Goodwin 
Jr.,  the  senior  vice  president  of  Episcopal  Renewal 
Ministries.  He  guided  the  participants  through  a  basic 
Bible  course  that  began  with  God's  awesome  creation 
of  the  universe  and  man,  and  culminated  with  Christ's 
crucifixion  and  resurrection. 

Goodwin  is  a  gifted  speaker  who  gets  his  message 
across  with  a  sense  of  humoi.  But  he  is  very  serious 
about  his  mission  and  wants  others  to  be  equally 
committed  to  theirs. 

His  program  was  appropriately  called  "The 
Greatest  Story  Ever  Told." 

Some  of  his  key  points  focused  on  the  Lord's 
power  to  radically  transform  our  lives  and  the  world  in 
which  we  live.  Goodwin  showed  how  people  can 
rekindle  their  faith  in  a  powerful  yet  loving  God  and 
can  appreciate  anew  the  high  privilege  of  being  an 
ambassador  for  Christ. 

He  also  shared  his  own  story.  Goodwin  had  been  a 
successful  naval  aviator  who  kept  feeling  God  tugging 
him  in  another  direction.  The  officer,  who  had 
graduated  with  honors  from  the  Naval  Academy  and 
flown  deadly  weapons  of  war,  finally  yielded  and 
became  a  Christian  soldier  with  a  new  mission  of 
evangelism. 

His  own  witness  and  lectures  deeply  touched  many 
in  attendance. 

"To  feel  the  awesome  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in 
the  parish  hall  as  more  than  60  people  stood  up  and 
confessed  their  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  was  incredible," 
said  Don  Hobler,  one  of  the  1 22  in  attendance. 


Jour  Prayers  and  Presence 
are  requested  at  a 
Celebration  of  the  !Holy  "Eucharist  (1790  'Rite) 
Commemorating  the  1 75th  Anniversary 
of  St.  Peter's  Episcopal  Church 
"Washington,  9{grth  Carolina 
Sunday,  April 6,  1997 
10:15  a.m. 


* — «K 


Reception  "JollovJs 
Qardner  "Hall 


RSVP  by  March  26, 1997 


202  North  Bonner  Street 
Washington,  NC  27889 

919-946-8151  'M 


A  Note  From  the  Editor 


The  January  issue  of  Cross  Current  contained  an  article  about  the  175th  anniversary  celebration  at  St.  Peter's 
in  Washington.  Some  of  the  information  concerning  dates  and  events  was  not  correct.  Although  some  of 
these  events  have  already  passed,  below  is  a  correct  schedule.  I  apologize  for  any  inconvenience  the  errors 
may  have  caused. 

Feb.  1  Work  day  at  San  Mateo 

Feb.  2  Bishop  Sanders'  annual  visit 

Feb.  9  Bi-lingual  service  with  San  Mateo  at  St.  Peter's 

Apr.  6  Service  from  the  1790  Prayerbook 

Apr.  26  Anniversary  Gala 

Apr.  27-28       The  Rt.  Rev.  William  Frey  will  preach  and  teach  at  St.  Peter's 


^    BUILD  ME  AN  ARK 

The  Small  Church 
in  a  Flood  of  Change 


The  Small  Church  Leadership  Conference 

27  -  30  May  1997 

Trinity  Conference  Center 
Salter  Path,  North  Carolina 


Celebrating 
the 

Year  of  the  Small  Church 


Call  the  Diocesan  office  for  a  registration  brochure  —  919/522-0885 


raijer 
is  tlje 
soul's 
greatest  priuilege, 
its  fyariiest 
lahnr. 


tts  purest  joy: 


Upcoming  Quiet  Day 
May  8 
Ascension  Day 
World  Day  of  Prayer 

Registration  $10.00 

Send  to:  Flora  Shedd 

P.O.  Drawer  380 
Salter  Path,  NC  28575 

Make  checks  payable  to: 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina 
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Celebrating  with  Sister  Parish  in  Puerto  Rico 


by  H.M.  Bell 

Betty  Clarke  was  making  the  trip  for  the  fourth 
time.  Frank  Russ  and  Clara  Bell  for  the  second 
time.  For  me  it  was  my  first. 

All  of  us,  members  of  the  Committee  on  a 
Diocesan  Relationship  with  Puerto  Rico,  were 
going  to  the  island  to  celebrate  125  years  of 
Anglicanism  in  Puerto  Rico  and  to  meet  with  the 
Puerto  Rican  Committee  on  a  Companion  Diocese 
Relationship  with  East  Carolina.  We  were  also 
there  to  visit  our  respective  sister  parishes  and  to 
rejoice  in  that  relationship. 

Betty  Clarke,  a  veteran  companion  diocese 
partner,  spent  four  nights  as  guest  of  Magda 
O'Farrill,  chairman  of  the  sister  parish  committee 
and  member  of  the  vestry  of  Church  of  the 
Incarnation,  sister  parish  of  Christ  Church,  New 
Bern.  These  two  churches  have  an  active 
relationship  with  several  visits  back  and  forth. 

Clara  and  I  had  another  mission:  a  visit  to  Holy 
Trinity  Church,  companion  parish  in  Ponce  of  St. 
Thomas'  Church,  Windsor,  and  to  be  there  for  the 
125i'h  anniversary  celebration.  Leaving  San  Juan, 
an  Atlantic  port  city  on  the  north  end  of  the  island, 
Clara  and  I  joined  Father  Jorge  Rivera,  Maryleen 
Morales,  and  Yvette  Linares,  president  of 
Juventud,  the  diocesan  young  people's 
organization,  in  his  Toyota  for  a  ride  over  the 
Central  Cordillera  to  Ponce,  a  Caribbean  port  city 
on  the  south.  A  member  of  the  Companion 
Diocese  Committee  and  diocesan  historiographer. 
Father  Rivera,  is  also  Rector  of  St.  Luke's  Church 
in  Ponce  and  a  fine  guide. 

Passing  over  the  top  of  the  cordillera,  we 
noticed  a  drier  climate  and  a  change  in  vegetation. 
San  Juan  had  been  having  a  cool  wet 
week — January  and  February  are  the  coolest 
months  of  the  year — Ponce  was  cool  but  dry. 

After  a  brief  tour  of  Ponce,  Father  Rivera  left 
us  in  the  hands  of  a  charming  couple:  the  Rev. 
Deacon  Peter  Lancaster  (pronounced  lan- 
CASTER),  an  Englishman  and  a  clergyman  at 
Holy  Trinity  Church,  and  his  lovely  wife,  Bessie,  a 
Puerto  Rican  of  an  old  family — her  grandfather 
was  mayor  of  Ponce  when  she  was  born. 

In  their  stately  1985  Lincoln  Town  Car  they 
ferried  us  about  the  city  on  an  unforgettable  tour. 
Porxe.  an  important  city  in  the  heyday  of  sugar 
cane  prosperity,  has  preserved  many  beautiful  old 
houses  and  commercial  establishments  in  the 
center  of  the  city. 

In  Ponce,  we  spent  both  nights  in  the  bishop's 
apartment  on  a  cool  third  floor  of  one  of  the 
buildings  at  old  St.  Luke's  Hospital  and  had 
breakfast  in  the  hospital  cafeteria.  Already  an 
impressive  health  establishment,  St.  Luke's 
Hospital,  now  in  its  second  expansion  stage,  is 
planning  another  building  elsewhere  in  Ponce.  We 
cannot  really  point  to  an  equivalent  Episcopal 
institution  like  St.  Luke's  Hospital  in  the  Diocese 
East  Carolina. 

On  Sunday  we  attended  the  9  am  service  at 


Holy  Trinity  Church.  Because  of  the  big 
celebration  at  the  church,  the  congregations  of  the 
three  usual  Sunday  services  were  combined  in  one 
service — about  three  times  the  size  of  the 
congregation  of  St.  Thomas'.  The  church  was  full. 
The  Rev.  Deacon  Margarita  Santos  preached.  The 
sermon  and  service  were  in  Spanish,  but  we  could 
handle  that. 

After  the  service,  Father  Raul  Vasquez,  the 
Rector,  asked  Clara  and  me  to  introduce  ourselves. 
Hablando  en  espahol,  we  introduced  ourselves.  I 
explained  that  we  were  from  their  sister  parish,  St. 
Thomas',  Windsor  in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 
and  had  come  to  attend  the  125th  anniversary 
celebration.  Then  Clara  announced  that  we  had 
brought  a  check  from  St.  Thomas'  in  memory  of 
Father  Jose  Pratts,  their  rector  who  had  recently 
passed  on. 

We  suggested  it  be  used  for  the  columbarium 
which  Father  Pratts  had  proposed  and  for  which 
his  ashes  were  waiting. 

[Little  St.  Thomas',  Windsor  is  sentimentally 
paired  with  big  Holy  Trinity  in  Ponce  because  it 
was  the  church  where  the  Rev.  Tom  Chaffee  was  a 
postulant,  where  he  began  his  ministry  after 
completing  his  service  in  World  War  II.] 

Beginning  at  3  pm  in  the  form  of  evening 
prayer,  the  125th  anniversary  celebration  filled  the 
spacious  patio  surrounded  by  the  church,  another 
building  and  its  K  through  10  colegio,  or  school. 
It  was  an  inspiring  service  carried  out  against  a 
background  prepared  by  the  young  people 
outlining  Puerto  Rico  and  Episcopal  churches, 
institutions  and  activities. 

Even  though  we  didn't  know  the  language,  we 
recognized  the  liturgy:  Te  Deum.  the  Song  of  Mary 
(Magnificat),  the  Song  of  Simeon  (Nunc  dimittis), 
the  Apostles  Creed,  the  Lord's  Prayer,  Suffrage  A, 
the  Collect  for  Peace,  the  General  Thanksgiving 
and  the  Prayer  of  St.  Chrysostom. 

The  hymns  were  favorites  of  mine:  "My 
Country  'Tis  of  Thee"  (O  Patria  mia),  "O,  Zion, 
Haste,  thy  Mission  High  Fulfilling"  (  jVen  oh  Sion, 
tu  grand  mision  completa!)  "The  Old  One 
Hundred"  (Cantad  naciones  al  sehor)  and  "The 
Church's  One  Foundation"  (Un  solo  fundament o) 
and  Himno  de  Puerto  Rico. 

Afterward,  there  was  a  reception  in  the 
courtyard  where  we  had  the  opportunity  to  meet 
and  talk  to  the  clergy  who  took  part  in  the  service 
and  to  others  who  had  come  from  all  over  the 
island. 

I  highly  recommend  that  you  consider  starting 
a  sister  parish  relationship.  Go  and  meet  the 
people  there  and  make  plans  that  both  sides  can 
carry  out.  Don't  be  afraid  of  the  language.  (  I  have 
lived  at  length  in  four  Spanish  speaking  countries 
and  traveled  in  most  of  the  others.  And  I  have 
never  seen  a  Spanish  speaking  place  where  so 
many  people  speak  English  and  speak  it  well.)  It 
is  a  wonderful  experience. 


Three  members  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 
Companion  Diocese  Committee  pose  with  the  Rev. 
Deacon  Peter  Lancaster  before  the  backdrop  for 
the  evening  prayer  service  celebrating  125  years 
of  Anglicanism  in  Puerto  Rico.  Left  to  right:  Mack 
Bell  of  St.  Thomas',  Windsor,  Betty  Clarke  of 
Christ  Church.  New  Bern,  Deacon  Lancaster 
of  Holy  Trinity,  Ponce,  and  Clara  Bell 
of  St.  Thomas',  Windsor. 


Relationship 
with  Diocese 
of  Puerto  Rico  Grows 

by  HJVl.  Bell 

Representatives  from  the  Dioceses  of  East 
Carolina  and  Puerto  Rico  met  on  January  24  at 
the  Diocesan  House  in  St.  Just,  an  urbarisation, 
or  suburb  of  San  Juan,  Puerto  Rico.  The 
meeting  was  part  of  a  visit  to  Puerto  Rico  by 
four  members  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina, 
Betty  Clarke,  the  Rev.  Frank  Russ,  and  Clara 
and  Holley  Mack  Bell.  The  four  met  with  the 
Rt.  Rev.  David  Alvarez,  Bishop  of  the  Diocese 
of  Puerto  Rico,  to  discuss  activities  and 
initiatives  of  mutual  interest. 

The  following  were  identified  as  areas  of 
new  or  continued  interest  to  jointly  pursue: 

1 .  Establish  a  New  Beginnings  ministry  in  the 
Diocese  of  Puerto  Rico. 

2.  Continue  Summer  exchanges  among  our 
youth  —  Puerto  Rican  Youth  will  continue  to 
serve  as  Counselors-in-Training  at  Camp  Trinity 
and  youth  from  East  Carolina  may  begin 
working  at  the  Puerto  Rican  Episcopal  Services 
Camp  or  at  St.  Hilda's  Center  for  Children  with 
HIV. 

3.  Organize  a  visit  to  Puerto  Rico  by  the  Bishop 
Coadjutor,  the  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd. 

4.  Continue  to  have  Puerto  Rican  clergy  attend 
the  clergy  conference  in  East  Carolina. 

5.  Continue  to  support  the  sister  parish 
relationships  already  in  place  and  encourage 
more  participation  in  such  relationships. 

6.  Plan  a  Spanish  Cursillo  weekend  for  San 
Mateo. 
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Holy  Trinity  Mission  Team  Preps  for  Puerto  Rico 


by  Dave  Davis 

The  Mission  Team  of  Holy  Trinity, 
Fayetteville,  continues  its  preparation  for  their 
upcoming  trip  to  Puerto  Rico  in  June  1997.  The 
mission  is  indeed  an  exciting  new  addition  to  the 
sense  of  outreach  ministry  which  splendidly 
abounds  throughout  the  parish.  Recent  feedback 
from  our  Companion  Diocese  of  Puerto  Rico 
provided  a  warm  advance  welcome  and  ideas  for 
several  projects  ranging  from  building  repair  on  a 
church  damaged  by  the  1996  hurricanes  to 


working  with  children  who  are  HIV-positive. 

Meanwhile,  the  team  has  conducted  several 
successful  fund  raisers  —  parish  breakfasts,  a  Pig 
Pickin',  and  a  car  wash  —  with  several  more 
scheduled.  They  also  ran  a  Valentine's  Day 
collection  for  Bibles  in  Spanish  that  will  be  taken 
and  distributed  in  Puerto  Rico.  The  group  has  also 
been  conducting  service  projects  with  the 
Episcopal  Farmworkers  Ministry,  such  as  assisting 
with  taxes  and  immigration  lottery  forms,  erecting 


a  basketball  court,  preparing  first  aid  classes,  and 
general  office  work.  This  projects  will  continue 
until  the  team's  departure. 

The  18-member  team  engaged  in  this  mission, 
recognizes  that  they  are  doing  so  as  extensions  of 
the  Body  of  Christ —  as  Holy  Trinity's 
ambassadors  of  service  into  the  world  beyond  the 
local  community.  In  reality  the  whole  parish 
family,  and  the  church  at  large  will  be  on  this 
mission,  through  their  prayers  and  support. 


DOCC  Training  Available  at  Trinity  Center 


Both  clergy  and  laity  will  have  the  opportunity 
to  receive  training  in  the  Sewanee-based  adult 
education  course,  Basic  DOCC,  without  traveling 
out  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina.  This  year  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina  is  offering  the  training, 
normally  held  on  the  campus  of  the  University  of 
the  South  at  Sewanee,  TN,  at  its  popular,  ocean- 
front  Trinity  Center  May  5-9  1997.  Holding  the 
training  at  Trinity  Center  will  allow  parishes  in 
this  and  surrounding  dioceses  to  train  for  this 
highly  successful  program  closer  to  home  and  at  a 
reduced  cost. 

DOCC  is  an  acronym  for  "Disciples  of  Christ 
in  Community"  and  is  a  program  designed  about 
twenty  years  ago  by  John  Stone  Jenkins,  Rector  of 
Trinity  Church  in  New  Orleans.  It  has  been  used 
with  extraordinary  success  in  Episcopal  churches 
throughout  the  country  as  a  way  in  which 
parishioners  may  develop  a  sense  of  loving 
community  and  in  which  they  can  discover  and 
define  personal  ministry. 

Members  of  the  clergy  generally  present 
DOCC  and  selected  lay  people  facilitate  the  small 


groups.  The  training  teaches  clergy  (or 
theologically  well-grounded  lay  people)  to  present 
the  material  to  a  group  in  the  parish  and  lay  people 
to  facilitate  small  groups.  Two  lay  people  for  each 
anticipated  twelve-person  group  should  come  to 
the  conference  for  training  as  facilitators.  The 
training  is  organized  by  the  Theological  Extension 
Center  at  the  University  of  the  South  and  will  be 
conducted  by  a  traveling  DOCC  team.  The 
conference  presenters  will  be  The  Rev.  Russell  L. 
Johnson,  Rector  of  St.  Paul's  in  Edenton  and  The 
Rev.  Linda  A.  Hutton,  Program  Director  for 
DOCC  at  Sewanee.  Parishes  are  required  to 
participate  in  the  training  in  order  to  conduct 
DOCC  groups. 

In  the  parish,  the  Basic  DOCC  course  runs  for 
about  22  weeks  and  meets  on  a  weekly  basis, 
generally  from  October  until  April.  Any  number 
of  persons  may  participate,  with  a  20-30  minute 
presentation  followed  by  small  group  discussions, 
the  heart  of  the  course. 

The  goal  of  DOCC  is  to  enable  Christians  to 
experience  a  deeper  spiritual  life  within  the  context 


Spirit  of  Cursillo  Alive  and  Well! 


by  Mary  Vars 

In  a  day  fit  for  THE  KING,  80  Cursillistas 
from  across  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  gathered 
at  St.  Mary's,  Kinston,  on  Saturday,  January  11, 
for  fun,  fellowship  and  food.  The  brainchild  of 
Mary  Mac  Shields  of  Fayetteville,  the  four  and  a 
half  hour  event  was  a  time  to  welcome  new 
Cursillo  leaders;  to  say  thank  you  to  out-going 
ones;  and  to  enjoy  the  company  of  each  other  in 
communion  with  the  Lord. 

Four  music  chas  (for  short)  led  the  singing  of  a 
few  Cursillo  "favorites"  before  outgoing  Lay 
Rector  Larry  Hathcock  of  Havelock  welcomed 
those  gathered.  Larry  introduced  the  new  Lay 
Rector,  Fred  Sproul  of  Goldsboro.  Fred  read  the 
list  of  Diocesan  personnel  presently  filling  the 
"standard"  Cursillo  offices  and  introduced  those 
who  were  in  attendance.  Those  officers  are:  Mary 
Parrish,  Candidate  Registrar;  Mary  Mac  Shields, 
Palanca;  Bill  Held,  Treasurer;  Dick  Barber,  Team 
Registrar;  Lex  Mann,  Editor,  DeColores  Press; 
Greg  Bell,  Data  Base  Coordinators;  and  Vernon 
Green,  Historian.  Lay  Rectors  are:  Wanda  Dail, 
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Kinston  Ultreya;  Bob  Stone, 
New  Bern  Ultreya;  Katie 
Hyer,  Edenton  Ultreya;  Q_ 
Irene  Hathcock,  Fayetteville, 
Ultreya;  and  Nancy  Hosea, 
Wilmington,  Ultreya. 

During  Fred's  term  of 
office,  the  Secretariat  will 
meet  about  three  times  at  the 
Diocesan  House  in  Kinston. 

Following  the  "business"  of  the  gathering, 
Shirley  Minger  of  Goldsboro  spoke  on  her 
Cursillo  experience  and  the  effect  it  has  had  on  her 
life.  In  response,  others  shared  their  experinces. 

The  Cursillistas  enjoyed  a  lunch  of  four 
delicious  soups,  French  bread  and  dessert.  Before 
going  their  separate  ways,  they  gathered  in  the 
beautiful  chapel  at  St.  Mary's  to  break  bread.  The 
Rev.  Dick  Warner,  Cursillo  Spiritual  Director  for 
the  Diocese,  celebrated  Holy  Eucharist.  It  was  a 
wonderful  event  and  a  wonderful  day  — 
DeColores! 
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of  a  caring  community.  The  content  of  the  course 
includes  biblical  themes,  how  God  uses  scripture  to 
speak  to  us,  the  theology  and  skill  of  praying,  of 
listening  to  one  another,  and  of  expressing  ideas 
and  feelings  effectively  in  terms  of  building 
relationships  and  community.  Additionally,  it 
includes  the  role  and  ministry  of  the  historical 
Jesus  in  the  development  of  the  Christian 
community  and  dynamics  of  faith  development. 

While  the  content  of  DOCC  is  considered  both 
stimulating  and  challenging,  it  is  the  small-group 
learning  experience  in  which  the  love  of  Jesus 
Christ  is  discovered  through  his  people  that  is  the 
most  important  outcome. 

Fees  for  this  training  event  are:  Meals  and 
Lodging  -  $184  per  person  in  double  room,  $244 
per  person  in  single  room;  Registration  -  $85  for 
facilitator  training,  $125  for  presentor  training.  To 
request  registration  information  for  this  DOCC 
training  event,  please  be  in  contact.  The  Rev.  Janet 
E.  Tarbox  at  St.  James  Parish  in  Wilmington, 
910/763-1628. 


Need  Help  Spreading  the  Word? 
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hosts  a 
Communication  Workshop 
on  Monday,  April  14 

9:30  am  -  1 1 :00  Tackling  the  Church  Newsletter 
1 1 :00  -  1 1 :30  Publicizing  Events 
1 1 :30  -  1 2:00  Writing  Press  Releases 
12:00  Lunch 

The  workshop  is  open  to  newsletter  editors, 
church  secretaries,  persons  who  organize 
retreats  at  their  own  church,  for  the  Diocese 
or  at  Trinity  Center  and  to  anyone  interested 
in  spreading  the  Good  News  of  the  work  and 
ministries  of  Episcopalians  in  East  Carolina. 


Where  is  the  Good  News 


for  the  Poor? 

by  Deborah  Fox 

A  lack  of  good  news  for  the  poor  brings  a  spirit 
of  despair,  which  perpetuates  the  downward  spiral 
of  poverty  and  prevents  the  empowerment  of 
independence.  We  have  become  prisoners  of  the 
"War  on  Poverty."  We  all  suffer  when  there  is  such 
broad  disparity  of  wealth.  The  disparity  between 
the  rich  and  the  poor  prevents  us  from  being  a 
community  and  knowing  each  other  as  people.  We 
live  in  separate  neighborhoods,  worship  in 
separate  synagogues  and  churches. 

A  mentality  of  scarcity,  caused  by  increasing 
wealth  among  fewer  people,  a  shrinking  middle 
class  and  greater  numbers  of  people  living  in 
poverty,  has  pitted  us  against  each  other,  allowing 
politicians  and  others  to  exploit  a  meanness  toward 
the  poor  that  would  not  have  been  tolerated  in 
other  times. 

We  are  scared  that  we  won't  have  enough  and 
have  sharpened  our  elbows  to  shove  each  other 
aside  to  get  what  we  need.  We  justify  this  position 
by  thinking  that  people  want  to  give  up  economic 
independence  to  live  a  life  of  accepting  handouts 
in  exchange  for  not  having  to  work.  If  that  has 
become  true  for  some,  it  is  only  because  they  do 
not  believe  that  they  can  have  power  over  their 
own  economic  destiny  and  have  settled  for 
survival. 

This  blaming  and  distancing  position  has 
prompted  us  to  make  across-the-board  cuts  of  20% 
in  food  stamps  and  massive  cuts  in  aid  to  families 


The  Spirit  of  the  Sovereign  Lord  is  on  me, 
because  the  Lord  has  anointed  me 
to  preach  good  news  to  the  poor. 
He  has  sent  me  to  hind  up  the  brokenhearted, 
to  proclaim  freedom  for  the  captives 
and  release  for  the  prisoners, 
to  proclaim  the  year  of  the  Lord's  favor 
and  the  day  of  vengeance  of  our  God, 
to  comfort  all  who  mourn, 
and  provide  for  those  who  grieve  in  Zion  - 
to  bestow  on  them  a  crown  of  beauty  instead  of  ashes, 

the  oil  of  gladness  instead  of  mourning, 
and  a  garment  of  praise  instead  of  a  spirit  of  despair. 

Isaiah  61:1-3 


with  dependent  children.  These  would  be 
desirable  if,  at  the  same  time,  provisions  were 
being  made  for  jobs  that  would  provide  adequate 
income  to  purchase  a  home,  food  and  other 
necessities.  Here  is  the  real  tragedy.  While  we 
have  made  the  cuts,  there  is  no  glimpse  of  a  job 
market  that  will  support  economic  independence. 
The  gap  between  the  haves  and  the  have  nots  will 
continue  to  broaden  as  the  government  safety  net 
that  provides  basic  life  sustaining  support 
diminishes.  The  private  sector  will  be  left  to  fill  in 
the  gap.  It  won't  happen. 

Private  charities  such  as,  food  banks,  food 
pantries  and  soup  kitchens  will  receive  requests 
for  food  that  will  exceed  their  capacity  to  provide 
assistance.  Most  of  these  food  sources  do  not 
have  the  resources  to  be  an  ongoing  source  of 
food.  They  can  provide  food  for  emergency  needs 
only.  Most  charities,  out  of  necessity,  allow  clients 
to  return  only  every  90  days  or  four  times  a  year. 


Exceptions  are  made  for  the  elderly  and  sick  who 
are  unable  to  work  or  people  in  the  30-day  waiting 
period  for  initial  food  stamps.  If  applicants  have 
sufficient  resources  to  meet  their  own  needs,  they 
are  not  assisted.  Usually  the  benchmark  for  being 
denied  is  to  have  $50  income  over  basic 
necessities  of  food,  rent,  utilities,  medicine  and 
phone.  This  past  summer  Albemarle  Manna's 
food  pantry  often  did  not  have  enough  food  to  fill 
all  the  emergency  requests  let  alone  provide 
monthly  assistance  to  cover  the  gap  left  by  the  cuts 
in  food  stamps.  People  simply  cannot  survive  on 
the  limited  assistance  of  charities. 

We  need  to  preach  good  news  to  the  poor  and 
replace  the  spirit  of  despair  with  a  garment  of 
praise.  To  do  that  now  simply  wouldn't  be  the 
truth.  This  can  be  reversed  and  we  can 
collectively  proclaim  the  year  of  the  Lord's  favor. 
Will  we? 


A  World  Without  Books 
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Imagine? 


Can  you  imagine  a  village  in  such  poverty  that  one  prayerbook,  one 
Bible  or  one  hymnal  is  shared  by  the  entire  village?  Can  you  imagine 
young  seminarians  who  do  not  have  money  for  textbooks;  priests  who  do 
not  have  adequate  libraries;  or  children  who  have  never  owned  a  book? 

For  over  100  years,  the  ministry  of  the  Church  Periodical  Club(CPC) 
has  been  helping  to  meet  the  need  for  the  printed  word.  The  CPC  helps 
provide  books  at  no  cost  to  the  recipient  —  those  in  need  in  our  diocese, 
the  nation  and  the  world.  It  is  the  only  organization  in  the  Episcopal 
Church  devoted  solely  to  supplying  Bibles,  hymnals,  prayerbooks  and 
textbooks  to  the  "book  needy"  and  its  sole  support  is  voluntary  giving 
from  individuals  in  church  pews. 

To  encourage  individual  support  of  this  ministry  the  Presiding  Bishop, 
the  Most  Rev.  Edmond  L.  Browning  has  designated  May  4,  1997,  as 
National  Church  Periodical  Club  Sunday.  Please  consider  giving  the  cost 
of  your  favorite  paperback  book  on  CPC  Sunday. 

If  you  do  not  observe  CPC  Sunday  in  your  church,  please  consider 
organizing  one  or  you  may  send  your  gift  directly  to  the  ECW  diocesan 
treasurer.  Make  your  checks  payable  to  ECW,  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 
clearly  designated  "Church  Periodical  Club."  Please  include  your  church 
name  and  city.  Send  the  check  to  Tricia  Phillips,  ECW  Diocesan 
Treasurer,  P.O.  Box  87,  Beaufort,  NC  28516.  A  Part  of  CPC  Ingathering 
will  stay  in  the  diocese  to  help  our  "book  needy."  At  least  sixty-five 
percent  will  be  sent  to  the  National  Book  Fund  to  fill  requests  from  the 
world-wide  Anglican  Communion. 


Episcopalians  and  Methodists 
Celebrate  Common  Heritage 

On  May  23,  1997,  Episcopalians  and  United  Methodists  from  across 
North  Carolina  will  gather  at  St.  Timothy's  Episcopal  Church  in  Raleigh  for  a 
service  celebrating  common  heritage  and  seeking  healing  for  broken  places  in 
denominational  relationships.  The  7:00  PM  worship  is  an  expression  of  the 
North  Carolina  Episcopal-United  Methodist  Dialogue,  a  movement  growing 
out  of  the  Anglican-Methodist  International  Commission. 

Bishop  Marion  Edwards  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  and  Bishop 
Robert  Johnson  of  The  Episcopal  Church  will  host  the  bishops  invited  from 
across  the  state.  Clergy  from  both  churches  will  join  in  the  procession. 
Earlier  events  in  1983  and  1993  received  national  recognition  as  models  of 
ecumenical  experience. 

The  Dialogue  —  approximately  fifty  persons  designated  by  their  bishops 
—  includes  representatives  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  and  the 
Western  North  Carolina  Conference  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  and 
from  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  the  Diocese  of  North  Carolina,  and  the 
Diocese  of  Western  North  Carolina  of  The  Episcopal  Church.  Those  leaders, 
along  with  observers  from  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  will  meet  earlier  on  May  23,  1997,  to  discuss 
Sharing  in  the  Apostolic  Communion,  the  report  of  the  Anglican-Methodist, 
and  to  discuss  the  role  of  episcopacy  in  the  two  traditions. 

The  May  23  service  is  scheduled  to  coincide  with  the  United  Methodist 
observance  on  May  24  of  Aldersgate  Day,  recalling  a  significant  moment  in 
the  spiritual  journey  of  John  Wesley,  the  Anglican  priest  who  was  the  founder 
of  the  Methodist  movement. 

For  further  information,  persons  can  contact  the  Chair  of  the  Dialogue 
Steering  Committee,  The  Rev.  F.  Belton  Joyner,  Jr.,  P.  0.  Box  10955,  Raleigh, 
NC  27605,  or  the  Vice  Chair  of  the  Steering  Committee,  The  Rev.  James 
Prevatt,  Jr..  1300  Jefferson  Road,  Greensboro,  NC  27410. 
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Youth  Go  Forth  in  the  Colors  of  the  Rainbow 


Two  hundred  and  eighty  youth  gathered  at  St. 
Paul's,  Edenton  on  January  24-25  for  this  year's 
Diocesan  Youth  Celebration.  "Send  us  forth  in 
the  Colors  of  the  Rainbow"  was  the  convention 
theme. 

Keynote  guest,  Doug  Berky,  a  mime  artist 
from  Nashville,  TN,  entertained  the  youth  with  his 
juggling,  unicycle  riding  and  his  dramatic 
presentations.  Using  different  character  masks  he 
had  created,  Berky  offered  powerful  presentations 
throughout  the  weekend. 

Another  special  guest,  Father  Ibarra,  Rector  of 
San  Mateo  shared  stories  of  his  work  with  the 
Hispanic  population  of  East  Carolina.  Inspired  by 
his  words,  the  youth  then  gathered  to  assemble 
care  packages  of  food,  toiletries,  diapers,  and 
clothing  which  they  had  brought  with  them  to 
send  to  San  Mateo.  A  caravan  of  cars  was  needed 
to  deliver  the  donations  to  San  Mateo. 

For  a  visual  reminder  that  they  were  being 
"sent  forth  in  the  colors  of  the  rainbow,"  the 
youth  decorated  their  cars  and  paraded  from  their 
meeting  location  to  St.  Paul's  Church  for  the 


Fr.  Nick  Ibarra  speaks  to  youth  about  Hispanic 
ministries. 

closing  Eucharist.  During  the  service  the  1997 
Youth  Commission  were  commissioned  for  the 
work  they  have  been  appointed  to  do  as  leaders  of 
youth  conferences. 

Many  thanks  go  to  the  parishioners  of  St. 
Paul's  who  hosted  youth  overnight  in  their  homes 


During  the  1 14th  convention, 
Mike  Peterson  of  St.  Timothy's 
in  Greenville,  presents 
to  the  Bishops  an  icon  given 
to  the  youth  of  the  diocese 
at  the  National  Episcopal 
Aids  Coalition  Retreat. 
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Doug  Berky,  Mime  Artist  in  dramatic  presentation. 

and  to  the  youth  and  advisor/parents  of  St.  Paul's 
who  worked  so  hard  throughout  the  weekend!  A 
big  thanks  goes  to  Missie  Harrell  who  coordinated 
all  the  details  with  St.  Paul's  for  the  Youth 
Celebration! 


Youth  Notes 
&  Notices 

Camp  Trinity  applications  have  been 
coming  in  over  the  past  weeks  and  camp  is 
already  filling  up.  Spaces  are  still  available 
so  send  in  those  applications!  Applications 
are  available  at  parishes  throughout  the 
Diocese.  Rising  juniors  and  seniors  may 
apply  for  the  Counselor-in-Training  program 
by  requesting  the  CIT  application  from  the 
camp  office.  Volunteers  are  needed 
to  serve  as  companions  at  the  Adventurers 
Camp  session  for  campers  with  physical 
and  mental  disabilities.  Male  volunteers  are 
especially  needed!  Applications  for 
Adventurers  volunteers  are  also  available 
from  the  camp  office.  Please  contact  Kim 
Bennett,  Camp  Registrar,  for  applications. 

Camp  Staff  Reunion  will  be  held  on  March 
22  to  celebrate  1 0  years  of  Camp  Trinity  at 
Trinity  Center! 
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by  Judy  Castranova 

July  12.  1996 

SAJMA  CIZM1C,  formerly  of  Bosnia,  now  a  church- 
sponsored  refugee  living  in  Greenville,  North  Carolina,  fills 
out  a  form  to  sponsor  her  cousin's  family.  She  wants  them  to 
be  rescued  from  the  refugee  camp  in  Zagreb.  She  wants  to 
be  reunited  with  someone  she  knew  in  Bosnia  before  all  the 
craziness  started.  |  In  March  of  1995,  Sajma,  her  husband, 
daughter,  son  and  daughter-in-law  were  brought  to  America 
through  Episcopal  Migration  Ministries  under  the 
sponsorship  of  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church  in  Greenville, 
North  Carolina.  (Immigration  laws  specify  that  a  refugee 
may  not  come  to  the  U.S.  unless  they  have  written  assurance 
of  a  sponsor.)] 

September  4 

The  "bio"  (biographical  data  sheet)  arrives.  Samja's 
cousin,  DZEVAD  MUSIC,  his  wife,  LJIIJANA,  and  their 
fourteen-year-old  daughter  AJLANA,  are  given  refugee 
status  and  permission  to  resettle  in  the  U.S.  In  order  for  them 
to  come  to  eastern  North  Carolina,  the  Diocesan  Refugee 
Coordinator  must  find  a  co-sponsor  by  September  24. 

The  work  begins. 

JUDY  CASTRANOVA  and  SUSAN  HUSSON  of 
Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry  in  New  Bern,  North  Carolina, 
make  phone  calls  to  Greenville  area  churches  to  find  a  co- 
sponsor  for  the  MUSIC  family.  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  would 
be  glad  to  take  the  family,  but  have  already  agreed  to  co- 
sponsor  NAIRA's  sister.  (Naira  is  Sajma's  daughter-in-law.) 
St.  Timothy's  Episcopal  has  sponsored  twice,  and  is  still 
involved  with  its  second  family.  St.  James'  United  Methodist 
Church  is  also  sponsoring  a  family. 

September l)        After  numerous  phone  calls,  the}  find  an 
interested  church.  Judy  plans  to  speak  to  the  chinch  board 
on  September  15  to  explain  the  program.  Naira  Cizmic  will 
accompany  her. 

September  12 

The  church  has  an  emergency  and  cancels  the  speaking 
engagement.  They  cannot  discuss  sponsorship  for  a  few 
months.  (There  isn't  time  to  wait  a  few  months.  The  Ministry 
had  better  find  someone  else  fast!) 

September  13 

Susan  suggests  finding  a  sponsor  in  another  location,  but 
then  the  relatives  would  be  separated.  Haven 't  they  been 
through  enough?  It's  decided  to  find  a  sponsor  in  or  near 
Greenville  so  they  can  be  reunited.  More  phone  calls  and 
letters  go  out. 

September  17 

Judy  calls  the  REV.  ANN  BENSON  of  Robersonville 
United  Methodist  Church.  She  is  a  new  pastor  and  intensely 
interested  in  refugee  sponsorship.  Her  church  has  been  under 
fire  of  late,  with  three  plant  closings  in  and  around 
Robersonville.  Many  of  the  townspeople  are  now 
unemployed  and  looking  for  work  themselves.  Although  a 
small  group  at  the  Methodist  church  wants  to  go  ahead  with 
this  missions  project,  the  general  vote  is  NO.  Will  the  church 
reconsider  and  be  a  co-sponsor  for  the  Music  family?  The 
Cizmic  family,  as  sponsor,  will  help  with  the  resettlement. 
Judy  faxes  the  bio  to  the  pastor. 

September  18 

The  REV.  MIKE  ESTER,  Pastor  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church  in  Robersonville,  calls  Judy  and  invites  her  to  speak 
to  his  congregation  Sunday  night,  just  four  days  away. 
Benson  has  brought  him  all  the  information  and  has  asked  if 
they  could  do  ajoint  sponsorship.  REV.  JEREMIAH 
CHAMBERLAIN  of  the  First  Christian  Church  is  also 
interested. 

September  22 

Benson  has  been  busy  and  has  done  her  work  well. 
Pastors  and  representatives  of  three  Robersonville  churches 
show  up  to  hear  about  refugee  sponsorship:  First  Baptist, 


United  Methodist  and  First  Christian.  JUDY  WHICHARD, 
the  Chairman  of  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church  Refugee 
Sponsorship  Committee  and  board  member  of  Interfaith 
Refugee  Ministry  Committee,  answers  questions  and 
introduces  Naira  Cizmic.  (Naira  is  obviously  pregnant  and 
proud  that  her  baby  will  be  a  first-generation  Bosnian- 
American.)  The  response  is  good,  but  they  need  to  vote. 
There  are  two  days  left. 

September  24 

The  Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry  has  no  commitment.  If 
the  bio  is  turned  back  to  the  national  office,  the  MUSIC 
family  will  be  resettled  outside  of  East  Carolina  far  away 
from  their  relatives.  They  could  even  be  denied  access  to  the 
United  States. 

[This  is  supposed  to  be  a  faith  ministry.  The  leaflet 
distributed  is  entitled.  An  Act  of  Faith.  The  Ministry  decides 
to  put  its  money  where  its  mouth  is,  and  take  its  own  leap  of 
faith.  Susan  calls  the  national  office  and  tells  them  Sajma  is 
assuring  this  family.  Earnest  prayers  continue  that  a  co- 
sponsor  will  be  found.] 

September  25 

First  Baptist  Church  wants  Robersonville  United 
Methodist  to  sign  the  Sponsorship  Commitment  Form,  and 
Robersonville  United  Methodist  wants  First  Baptist  to  sign 
it.  Not  enough  lay  people  have  come  forward  to  do  the 
work.  The  load  might  fall  on  the  pastors. 

A  meeting  is  set  for  Sunday  at  4  pm  for  interested 
persons  from  the  three  churches  to  meet  at  the  First  Baptist 
Church  with  Susan,  the  case  manager.  She  will  get  them 
organized,  if  it's  possible. 

September  29 

Twelve  people  attend  the  training  session.  All  three 
churches  are  represented.  The  program  is  designed  for  lay 
ministry.  Pastors  are  already  overworked  and  don't  need 
anything  more  to  do.  Benson  feels  so  strongly  about  this, 
though,  that  she  volunteers  her  time  as  a  committee  member. 
(Talk  about  love  in  action!)  When  they  are  all  together  under 
Susan's  wise  leadership,  the  twelve  are  amazed  to  find  out 
how  well  equipped  they  are  to  do  this  job.  There  is  an  air  of 
excitement  as  they  contemplate  the  task  close  at  hand. 
However,  no  one  comes  forth  to  sign  the  co-sponsor 
agreement. 

First  Baptist  will  meet  Wednesday  night  to  Finally  vote 
on  whether  they  should  sign  the  Sponsorship  Commitment 
Form.  Please,  God,  let  them  vote  YES. 

October  3 

JIMMY  HAGWOOD,  the  newly  elected  chair  of  the  Un- 
church sponsorship,  calls  to  say  it's  a  go!  There  is  no  time  to 
waste.  Assurance  was  given  on  September  24,  and  all  the 
wheels  were  set  in  motion.  The  family  could  be  here  in  two 
weeks! 

Jimmy  calls  the  Cizmic  family  to  find  out  about  clothing 
sizes  and  job  skills.  Then  he  calls  the  committee  together  for 
prayer  and  action.  Affordable  housing  must  be  found. 
Robersonville  doesn't  have  much  available.  Dell  Hagwood 
mentions  a  house  that  is  vacant,  but  the  owner  lives  in  New 
York.  Will  he  rent  it  to  them?  They  pray.  A  phone  call 
later,  they  have  a  two-year  lease  at  the  almost  unbelievable 
price  of  $275  per  month.  This  is  almost  too  easy. 

October  17 

People  have  emerged  "out  of  the  woodwork"  to  supply 
what  is  needed.  Some  necessary  repairs  have  been  made  to 
the  house,  donated  furnishings  have  been  set  in  place,  even 
down  to  pictures  and  little  finishing  touches  to  create  a 
homey  atmosphere.  How  was  it  accomplished  in  just  two 
short  weeks?  There  has  been  much  prayer.  It  must  have 
made  the  difference. 

10:52  PM.  The  family  arrives  at  Greenville  Airport  and 
can  scarcely  believe  the  size  of  the  welcoming  committee.  It 
looks  like  the  entire  town  of  Robersonville  has  come  to  greet 
them!  The  mayor,  two  youth  groups  with  teddy  bears  and 


Robersonville  youth  welcomes  Bosnian  family  at  airport. 

balloons,  plus  representatives  of  all  three  churches  are 
eagerly  standing  at  the  gate. 

DZEVAD,  IJILJANA  AND  AJLANA  are  so  warm  and 
friendly.  This  is  love  at  first  sight.  Jimmy  and  Dzevad  bond 
immediately,  transcending  the  language  barrier. 

October  1 8 

Dzevad,  who  wants  to  be  called  David,  is  eager  to  begin 
work.  The  house  still  needs  repairs,  so  Jimmy  purchases  the 
materials,  and  Dzevad  starts  right  in. 

October  20 

It  is  Sunday.  The  family  was  listed  on  the  bio  sheet  as 
being  Muslims.  No  one  expects  them  to  come  to  church. 
But  they  are  there.  Dzevad  nudges  Jimmy  that  he  wants  to 
return  home,  because  he  forgot  his  Bosnian  Bible!  Ijiljana,  it 
turns  out,  is  Serbian  orthodox,  not  Muslim.  Dzevad 
considers  himself  "European." 

October  30 

Dzevad  has  been  hired  at  an  air-conditioning  and 
heating  firm  in  Williamston.  He  starts  work  Monday, 
November  4.  Jimmy  is  overflowing  with  blessings.  The 
Music  family  has  worked  like  magnetic  glue,  drawing  and 
binding  folks  to  each  other.  Townspeople  from  different 
churches  who  knew  each  other  before,  have  come  together  in 
unity,  renewing  and  strengthening  their  relationships.  This  is 
just  the  beginning  of  a  spiritual  growth  spurt  for 
Robersonville. 

If  only  more  churches  were  willing  to  listen  to  the  tales 
of  rewards  from  refugee  sponsorship  —  how  it  brings  the 
church  and  community  together;  how  God  miraculously 
provides;  how  His  word  tells  us  to  care  for  the  homeless  and 
needy.  If  each  church  would  just  take  ONE  family.  . .  .  We 
can't  save  the  world's  21  million  displaced  and  homeless 
people,  but  we  can  make  a  difference  in  the  lives  of  ONE 
family. 

If  you  have  been  touched  by  this  article  and  would  like  to 
know  more  about  Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry 's  refugee 
sponsorship  program,  please  fill  out  the  form  below. - 


Please  send  information 
about  refugee  sponsorship  to: 


NAME: 


CHURCH: . 
ADDRESS: . 


CITY,  STATE,  ZIP: 
PHONE  #:  


JUDY  CASTRONOVA 
208  FIRESTONE  COURr 
NEW  BERN,  NC  28562 


FOR  FASTER  SERVICE, 
CALL  JUDY  AT  919/633-9009 


A  Standing  Ovation  for  the  ECU 
Religious  Arts  Festival 

by  Betsy  Overton 

Bravo!  Bravo!  Bravo  to  Dr.  Janette  Fishell  and  the  East  Carolina 
University  School  of  Music  for  establishing  the  first  annual  Religious  Arts 
Festival,  held  in  Greenville  on  January  31 -February  1,  1997.  The  theme  this 
year  was  "Celebrating  Our  Hymnody,"  and  clinicians  for  the  event  were  Dr. 
David  Hurd,  professor  of  church  music  and  organist  at  the  Episcopal  General 
Theological  Seminary  in  New  York  City,  and  Dr.  John  Yarrington,  director  of 
music  and  art  at  Pulaski  Heights  United  Methodist  Church  in  Little  Rock, 
Arkansas. 

This  event  was  the  brainchild  of  Dr.  Fishell,  who  came  to  ECU  in  1989  to 
head  the  organ  performances  and  the  church  music  department.  An 
internationally-known  concert  organist,  Fishell  is  also  the 
organist/choirmaster  at  Paul's  Episcopal  Church  in  Greenville.  Other 
members  of  the  East  Carolina  School  of  Music  who  participated  in  the  two 
day  festival  included  Perry  Smith,  associate  Professor  of  voice;  Rhonda 
Fleming,  professor  of  choral  music  and  music  education;  and  John  B. 
O'Brien,  associate  professor  of  accompanying  and  chair  of  the  Vocal  Studies 
Department. 

The  clinicians  alternated  workshops  on  hymnody,  directing,  and 
techniques  of  singing.  David  Hurd  used  hymnbooks  from  the  Baptist, 
Presbyterian,  Methodist,  and  Episcopal  denominations  in  discussing 
hymnody  and  chant.  John  Yarrington  also  referred  to  these  hymnals  in 
helping  participants  enhance  their  singing  and  directing  skills.  All  the  while, 
participants  learned  how  to  vary  services,  to  find  anthems  in  hymnbooks,  and 
to  borrow  from  all  denominations.  More  importantly  church  musicians, 
liturgists,  and  clergy  were  given  the  opportunity  to  interact  with  kindred 
spirits  from  other  churches  and  discuss  common  problems  and  solutions. 

A  Baroque  chamber  music  concert  entitled  "Abenmusik"  was  presented 
Friday  afternoon  at  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Greenville  by  members  of 
the  ECU  School  of  Music. 

Fishell  performed  an  organ  recital,  "Hymnus  Paradisil"  Friday  night  at 
First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Kinston  as  part  of  a  visual  art  interpretation  of 
the  liturgical  year.  Her  concert  was  accompanied  by  slides  of  Renaissance 
paintings,  chants  sung  by  the  ECU  Chamber  Singers  under  the  direction  of 
Dr.  Rhonda  Fleming,  and  a  narrative  of  Biblical  passages  and  poetry  read  by 
The  Rev.  Thomas  Cure,  Assistant  Rector  at  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church  in 
Greenville,  all  of  which  illustrated  the  liturgical  church  year  in  a  creative, 
interdisciplinary  way. 

A  Service  of  Morning  Prayer  from  the  Episcopal  Book  of  Common 
Prayer  occurred  Saturday  morning  giving  many  particpants  a  chance  to 
experience  a  worship  service  from  a  different  tradition.  The  two-day  event 
concluded  with  a  hymn  festival  led  by  Dr.  Hurd  and  Dr.  Yarrington  and  a 
reception. 

This  is  the  first  time  that  such  an  interdenominational  event  has  been  so 
conveniently  available  to  residents  of  Eastern  North  Carolina,  though 
registrants  actually  came  from  as  far  as  the  western  part  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland.  East  Carolina  University  plans  to  make  this  an  annual  event. 

—  Betsy  Overton  is  a  member  of  the  Liturgical  Commission  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 
and  the  choirmaster  at  St.  Thomas  '  Epsicopal  Church  in  Ahoskie. 
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Evensong  at  Christ  Church,  New  Bern,  with  the  choir  of  St. 
Paul's,  Greenville  at  5  pm. 

Quasimodo  Sunday  at  St.  Thomas',  Ahoskie,  with  the  choir  of 
UNC-Wilmington,  directed  by  Dr.  Joe  Hickman,  presenting  Jeph*e, 
by  Carissimi,  at  10:30  am.  This  is  the  earliest  known  oratorio  and 
dates  from  the  17th  century.  For  more  information  call 
919/332-3263. 

Colin  Andrews  and  Janette  Fishell  play  a  duo  organ  recital, 
Elizabeth  City.  Location  and  time.  TBA. 

ABENDMUSIK  III:  "The  King  of  Instruments  Meets  the 
Instrument  of  Kings'"  —  Organist  Colin  Andrews  and  trumpeter 
Britton  Theurer  join  forces  in  this  concert  of  festive  music  for 
organ  and  trumpet  at  5:00  pm  at  St.  Paul's,  Greenville. 

St.  James',  Wilmington,  presents  Bach's  Cantata  No.  4,  Christ  lag 
in  Todesbanden,  performed  by  the  UNC-Wilmington  Chamber 
Singers,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Joe  Hickman,  at  12: 10  pm. 

St.  James',  Wilmington,  presents  a  Cantata  for  Bass,  Organ,  and 
Two  Baroque  Trumpets,  by  G.F,  Telemann,  at  12:10  pm. 
Performers  are  Barry  Bauguess,  Baroque  trumpet:  David  Williams, 
bass;  and  Candace  Williams,  organ. 


August  22-24  The  Annual  Conference  on  Church  Music  at  Trinity  Center,  with 
Marilyn  Keiser.  This  conference  is  sponsored  by  the  Joint 
Commissions  on  Liturgy  and  Music  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina. 
More  information  will  be  forthcoming. 


J" 
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The  Joint  Commission  on  Liturgy  and  Music  would  like 
for  this  to  be  an  ongoing  calendar  of  musical  offerings  in 
our  diocese  and  beyond  that  are  available  to  all.  If  you 
would  like  to  have  events  in  your  parish  listed,  please 
send  these  to  Mrs.  Betsy  Overton,  Rt.  1 ,  Box  254, 
Aulander,  NC  27805.  The  calendar  will  be  updated  with 
each  edition  of  Cross  Current. 
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Resolutions  of 

Thanksgiving 

For  the  Life  and  Ministry  of  Roscoe  Conkling  Hauser,  Jr. 

September  17, 1908  ■  January  2,  1997 

Whereas,  God  in  His  infinite  wisdom  and  mercy  has  taken  from  our  midst  on  January  2.  1997,  our 
esteemed  friend  and  beloved  rector  emeritus,  Roscoe  Conkling  Hauser,  Jr.,  who  served  as  Rector  of 
Saint  John's  Parish  from  1954  until  1975,  and  as  Rector  Emeritus  from  1974  through  1996, 

Whereas,  by  his  exemplary  conduct  in  service  to  Saint  John's  Parish  and  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina,  the  said  Roscoe  C.  Hauser,  Jr.,  by  word  and  deed,  did  furnish  an  example  of  Christian 
stewardship  to  the  members  of  Saint  John's  Parish  and  to  the  Diocese;  serving  the  Diocese  as 
chairman  and  as  a  member  of  the  Standing  Committee,  as  a  member  of  the  Executive  Council  and  of 
many  Diocesan  Commissions  and  Committees,  as  a  trustee  of  Saint  Mary's  College,  as  a  trustee  of 
Saint  Augustine's  College,  and  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  Thompson  Orphanage.  He 
will  perhaps  best  be  remembered  at  Saint  John's  as  a  loving  and  caring  pastor  who  always  seemed  to 
be  present  when  needed  with  the  right  words  and  prayers.  Even  after  retirement  he  was  frequently 
called  upon  to  assist  with  weddings  and  funerals  and  rarely  was  anyone  ill,  that  he  did  not  visit  them. 
He  was  an  important  part  in  the  life  of  many  Saint  John's  families. 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  with  profound  regret  over  his  death  but  with  a  deep  appreciation  of  his 
life  of  unwavering  devotion  and  unselfish  service  to  his  Church,  the  Wardens,  Vestry,  and 
congregation  of  Saint  John's  Parish  offer  this  sincere  tribute  to  his  memory.  May  his  life  inspire  all 
who  knew  and  loved  him  to  greater  efforts  in  the  fulfilling  of  God's  Kingdom  on  earth. 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  this  resolution  be  entered  in  the  minutes  of  the  Vestry,  that  a  copy  be 
presented  to  his  devoted  family  and  that  a  copy  be  presented  to  the  convention  of  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina  meeting  in  February  for  publication  in  the  Diocesan  Journal. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Patti  Hutaff 


For  the  Life  and  Ministry  of  Herbert  Holden  Thorp 

Regarding  Herbert  Holden  Thorp  and  his  special  ministry  in  the  field  of  alcoholism  and  drug 
addiction  recovery. 

Whereas,  Herb  Thorp  was  an  outstanding  leader  in  this  field  at  St.  John's  Episcopal  Church,  in  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  the  local  community  and  with  the  North  Carolina  Bar  Association;  Herb's 
courage  displayed  by  publicly  acknowledging  his  disease  and  the  positive  example  set  by  his  own 
recovery  program  from  alcoholism  enabled  him  to  be  a  causative  force  in  breaking  down  the  walls  of 
social  stigma  concerning  the  disease  of  addiction, 

Whereas,  Herb  generously  donated  untold  hours  helping  suffering  alcoholics  and  their  families, 
always  giving  of  himself  with  no  expectations  in  return;  he  was  no  gentle  angel,  but  by  sheer 
audacity,  persistence  and  unconditional  love,  this  tool  of  God  here  on  earth  worked  miracles  that 
previously  seemed  impossible.  As  a  direct  result  of  Herb's  love,  countless  numbers  of  us  found  the 
courage  to  seek  help  from  this  insidious  disease  and  to  lead  productive  lives  once  again. 

Whereas,  the  undying  gratitude  of  all  whose  lives  he  enriched  and  literally  saved  by  his  very  special 
presence  is  immeasurable;  he  will  be  sorely  missed. 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  the  One  Hundred  Fourteenth  Convention  of  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina  give  thanks  for  the  life  and  the  courageous  work  of  Herbert  Holden  Thorp  who  departed 
this  life  on  December  12,  1996, 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  given  to  his  family. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Hal  Broadfoot,  Jr. 

For  the  Life  and  Ministry  of  Wallace  Webb  Weeks 

Whereas,  Wallace  Webb  Weeks  was  raised  at  St.  Mary's  Church,  learning  in  our  Sunday  Schools,  in 
the  Youth  Programs  and  in  the  regular  Sunday  worship  of  his  Lord;  and 

Whereas,  Wallace  has  served  on  the  Vestry  of  St.  Mary's  Church,  as  a  member  of  the  finance 
committee,  and  Chairman  of  the  capital  fund  effort  for  the  renovation  and  renewal  of  the  parish, 
encouraged  the  development  of  stewardship  in  the  parish  which  remained  mindful  of  the  needs  of 
the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  as  well  as  St.  Mary's;  and 

Whereas,  Wallace  has  served  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  as  its  Treasurer  and  member  of  the 
Episcopal  Foundation;  and 

Whereas,  Wallace  has  always  shown  himself  a  faithful  father,  loving  husband  and  a  man  whose 
wisdom,  wit  and  enthusiasm  for  life  have  been  a  source  of  joy,  encouragement  and  challenge  to 
those  around  htm; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  this  One  Hundred  Fourteenth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 
give  thanks  to  God  for  the  life  and  ministry  of  Wallace  Webb  Weeks  who  departed  this  life  on  25 
October,  1996,  knowing  that  our  lives  are  richer  for  his  presence  with  us  and  for  the  loving  ways  he 
touched  us. 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  given  to  his  family. 

Faithfully  submitted. 

The  Delegation  of 

St.  Mary's  Episcopal  Church 


Diocesan 
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March 

Commission  on  Ministry  Overnight,  Trinity  Center 
Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry,  Diocesan  House,  10  am 
Happening  #27,  Trinity  Center 
St.  Thomas,  Windsor,  Vestry  Retreat 


10-11 
10-11 

13-  16 

14-  15 


Executive  Council  New  Member  Orientation/Overnight,  Trinity  Center  20 

Executive  Council  Meeting,  Trinity  Center  21 

Camp  Trinity  Staff  10-year  Reunion,  Trinity  Center  22 

Elderhostel,  Trinity  Center  23-28 

Family  Ministries,  Diocesan  House,  10  am  26 

Elderhostel,  Trinity  Center  30-4/4 

April 

Grace  Church,  Whiteville,  Youth  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  11-12 

Warden's  Conference,  Trinity  Center  11-12 

Trinity  Board  of  Visitors,  Trinity  Center  2-13 

Junior  Diocesan  Youth  Event  (D.Y.E.),  Trinity  Center  18-20 

Retired  Clergy,  Spouse  &  Widows  Conference,  Trinity  Center  21-22 

Cursillo,  Trinity  Center  23-27 

Dave  Davis'  Ordination  to  Diaconate  -  Tentative  26 

Christ  Church,  New  Bern,  Puerto  Rican  Ministry,  Trinity  Center  28 

Annual  ECW  Meeting  29 

May 

Holy  Trinity,  Hamsptead,  Parish  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  2-4 

St.  James',  Wilmington,  ECW  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  4-5 

Regional  DOCC  Training,  Trinity  Center  5-9 

Quiet  Day,  Trinity  Center  8 

Christ  Church,  Hope  Mills,  Parish  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  9-1 1 

Clergy  &  Family  Day,  Diocesan  House  10 

Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  10  am  13 

St.  Paul's,  Wilmington,  Parish  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  16-18 

Christ  Church,  New  Bern,  EFM  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  17 

Executive  Council,  Diocesan  House  23 

St.  Paul's  Beaufort/Thompson  Children  Home,  Trinity  Center  23-25 

Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville,  Parish  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  23-25 

Small  Church  Leadership  Conference,  Trinity  Center  27-30 


The  Bishops'  Visitation  Schedules 
Bishop  Sanders 

Mar.  16         St  Andrew's  &  All  Saints,  Nags  Head 

Mar.  30         St  Mark's,  Wilmington 

Apr,  6  St.  Paul's,  Vanceboro 

Apr.  13         St.  Augustine's,  Kinston 

Apr.  20         Christ  Church,  New  Bern 

Apr.  27         St.  Thomas',  Windsor 

Bishop  Daniel 

Mar.  16  Zion,  Emmanuel 

Mar.  23  St  James',  Wilmington 

Mar.  30  St  Thomas',  Bath 

Apr.  6  St.  Andrew's,  Morehead  City 

Apr.  13  St  Paul's,  Wilmington 

Apr.  20  St.  John's,  Wilmington 

Apr.  27  St.  Paul's,  Edenton 
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Diocese  of  East  Carolina 


Sharing  the  good  news  of  Episcopalians  in  East  Carolina  keeping  the  Cross  current  in  their  daily  lives. 

APRIL  1997 


Presiding  Bishop's  Easter  Message —  1997 


The  Lord  is  risen!  Alleluia!  The  glory  of 
Easter  is  upon  us,  after  the  dark  and  somber 
days  of  repentance,  of  penance.  Now,  the  gift 
of  the  glorious  resurrection  has 
been  given,  and  it  is  for  everyone 
Easter  is  a  celebration  for  the  whole 
community  of  those  who  follow 
Jesus. 

As  well,  Easter  is  a  profoundly 
personal  celebration,  a  private  victory. 
Easter  morn  offers  a  particular  treasure 
to  each  of  us,  each  year.  There  is  some- 
thing in  it  just  for  you.  Waiting.  It  is  as  if 
there  is  a  secret  door  to  which  only  you 
have  the  key.  Jesus  didn't  go  to  the  cross  for 
the  anonymous  masses.  He  died  for  each  of  us 
—  particularly. 

We  each  have  followed  Jesus 
to  the  Cross,  and  then  left  there    ^  Vfc 


all  that  burdens  us,  all  that  ^  ^ 

makes  us  less  than  who  God  wants 
us  to  become. 

We  each  left  there  at  the  foot  of  the 
cross  all  our  fears:  of  death,  of  loss,  of  change, 
of  the  unknown,  of  the  inevitable  diminish- 
ments  that  make  us  say:  "Hey,  I  guess  I'm  not 
as  young  as  I  used  to  be!" 

We  each  left  there  at  the  foot  of  the  cross 
all  our  inadequacies,  those  obvious  to  all  and 
known  only  to  us,  in  our  secret  hearts. 

We  each  left  there  at  the  foot  of  the  cross 
all  our  sins,  our  pettiness,  our  treacheries,  those 


things  done  and  those  things  left  undone. 

It  has  all  been  left  there.  A  sorry  mess.  We 
left  it  for  the  One  who  asked  us  to  follow  him. 

And,  he  has  transformed  it, 
all  of  it,  all  the  sin, 
inadequacy,  fear.  All  of  it.  In 
the  power  of  his  glorious 
resurrection  we,  each,  have  been 
transformed  as  well,  washed  clean, 
forgiven,  and  now  are  ready  to 
begin  anew  our  walk  on  the  pilgrim 
path. 

I  don't  know  what  you  left  at  the 
foot  of  the  cross.  I  don't  know  what  in 
you  needed  transforming.  This  I  do  know: 
it  has  been  done.  God's  will  has  been  done 
and  God's  promise  has  been  fulfilled  —  for 
^   you.  The  resurrection  means  that 
&   the  world  will  never  be  the  same, 
and  neither  will  you. 
0      So,  sing  alleluia  and  go  forth,  renewed, 
cleansed,  loved,  full  of  hope,  and  rejoice  in  the 
power  of  the  Spirit  to  love  and  care  for  the 
whole  creation,  and  for  each  of  us,  very 
particularly. 
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Presiding  Bishop  and  Primate 


51  staff  and  family  members  gather  for  a  10-yr. 
Camp  Trinity  reunion. 

What  a  Gathering 

It  Was  — Camp  Trinity's 

10  Year  Reunion 

When  Carol  Taylor,  Youth  and  Camp 
Coordinator,  began  making  plans  for  a  10  year 
reunion  for  the  staff  of  Camp  Trinity,  addresses  had 
to  be  tracked  down,  married  names  identified  and 
missing  persons  located.  But  once  contacted,  past 
counselors  and  staff  members  didn't  need  a  hard  sell. 
Camp  Trinity  lives  in  their  hearts.  Convincing  them 
to  return  was  easy. 

Arthur  Walton,  accompanied  by  his  finacee, 
traveled  from  Ramah,  New  Mexico.  Michelle  Mills 
Rose  arrived  eight  month  pregnant.  In  all,  51  former 
Camp  Trinity  staff  and  family  members  returned  to 
Trinity  Center  for  the  reunion  on  March  22.  Staff 
members  from  the  early  years  to  just  last  summer 
returned  to  reminisce  and  visit  their  beloved  camp. 

Returning  staff  enjoyed  a  wonderful  picnic  lunch 
served  at  the  Beach  Pavilion  —  a  new  site  for  most 
of  the  staff.  After  a  video  featuring  ten  years  of  staff 
in  their  ministry  with  the  Trinity  campers,  the  staff 
were  treated  to  a  tour  led  by  Mike  Morgan,  Trinity 
Center's  Executive  Director.  Staff  members  were 
|J[  "Reunion"  con't  on  page  2  ■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■MB 
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Bishop's 


Letter 


My  Dear  Sisters  and  Brothers  in  Christ: 

I  hate  winter!  Hate  is  really  not  strong  enough  a  word.  Despise. 
Detest.  Abhor.  Loathe.  Bears  have  the  only  right  idea.  Hibernate. 
Go  to  sleep.  Come  out  of  that  cave  skinny  in  the  springtime. 
Avoid  being  chilled,  being  cold.  Avoid  the  shorter  days,  longer 
nights  and  rain  that  doesn't  stop. 

One  winter  about  thirty  years  ago,  I  was  having  a  particularly 
difficult  time.  I  really  was  not  sure  spring  would  ever  come,  and  if 
it  did,  I  probably  would  not  be  there  to  greet  it.  I  remember 
watching  the  11:00  o'clock  news  one  night,  and  saw  that  the 
sunrise  was  at  6:30  am  and  the  sunset  at  5:15  pm.  I  remember 
thinking.  "No  wonder  I'm  depressed.  Today  does  not  even  contain 
twelve  hours  of  daylight."  From  then  on  I  eagerly  watched  the 
news  every  night  as  the  time  crept  closer  to  equal  daylight  hours. 
Finally  it  came.  Twelve  hours  of  daylight.  It  has  been  my  talisman 
every  spring  since.  If  I  can  just  endure  winter  until  the  sun  shines 
for  a  minimum  of  twelve  hours,  I've  got  it  made.  At  least  for  me, 
God's  in  His  heaven  and  all  is  right  with  His  world. 

For  me,  it  is  a  mini-resurrection.  The  golf  clubs  come  out,  the 
ground  begins  to  dry,  the  chill  no  longer  goes  completely  through 
the  bones.  The  earth  explodes  in  color.  I  am  at  peace.  Mini- 
resurrection?  Harbinger  of  things  to  come.  The  earth  and  I  have 
temporarily  been  born  anew. 


Faithfully. 
At 


B.  Sidney  Sanders 
Diocesan  Bishop 
of  East  Carolina 


"Reunion"  con't  from  page  1  ... 


delighted  with  the  changes,  improvements  and  construction  at  Trinity  Center. 

Once  on  the  site  of  their  old  stomping  ground  —  Camp  Trinity  —  the  staff 
was  immediately  at  home.  They  talked  of  campers  and  the  work  they  had  loved 
and  continue  to  hold  dear.  They  paused  at  the  chapel  on  Sanders'  Point  to 
remember  clearing  the  land,  building  the  benches  and  sharing  at  the  Lord's  table 
with  precious  campers. 

The  day  was  perfect.  To  see  familiar  smiles  on  old  faces;  to  remember 
camp  memories;  and  to  reflect  on  how  Camp  has  touched  lives  was  a  precious 
moment.  The  time  shared  during  the  first  ten  years  of  Camp  Trinity  has  been 
incredible  and  life  changing  for  many  staff  members.  With  great  love  and  joy 
the  Camp  Trinity  Staff  has  served  and  led  the  children  of  our  parishes.  Staff 
members  have  given  greatly  and  have  received  in  abundance. 

What  a  gathering  it  was.  And  what  a  gathering  Camp  Trinity  will  continue 

to  be. 


Cross  Current  Loses  Key 
Contributors 

by  Alicia  Alford 

Over  the  past  few  years,  Cross  Current's  readers  have  become 
accustomed  to  certain  names  under  the  headlines.  These  are  not  the 
newsmakers.  They  are  the  news  writers  and  recorders.  They  serve  in  a  quiet, 
behind-the-scenes  ministry.  They  are  the  people  who  I,  as  editor,  rely  on  to 
help  spread  the  good  news  of  the  ministries  of  our  diocese,  our  churches  and 
our  people. 

I  am  sad  to  say  that  in  the  first  four  months  of  1997  three  of  these 
important  people  have  moved  out  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  and  a 
fourth  will  be  moving  shortly.  Lisa  Nance,  a  feature  writer  from  Holy  Trinity 
in  Fayette ville,  has  moved  to  Lexington,  NC.  Joe  West,  a  feature  writer  from 
Christ  Church,  has  moved  to  Murray,  KY  where  his  wife  Carolyn  has  been 
called  to  serve  as  Rector.  The  Rev.  Frank  Fagan,  who  helped  initiate  and 
record  the  audio  version  of  Cross  Current,  has  moved  to  Atlanta  where  he  is 
serving  as  interim  rector  at  All  Saints'  Church.  Lastly  Braun  Campbell,  a 
feature  writer  from  St.  Anne's  in  Jacksonville,  will  be  moving  to  Richmond, 
VA  at  the  end  of  May. 

Each  of  these  four  persons  did  more  than  just  serve  as  a  writer  or  voice 
for  Cross  Current.  They  embraced  the  ministry  to  which  they  were  called. 
They  willingly  and  pleasantly  accepted  each  story  idea  for  which  I  would 
telephone.  They  initiated  story  ideas  of  their  own  and  they  served  the 
Diocese  and  the  Department  of  Communications  in  numerous  other  ways. 
Both  Lisa  Nance  and  Braun  Campbell  helped  lead  communication  workshops 
held  for  editors  of  church  newsletters.  Braun  served  as  the  communication 
liaison  for  the  "Covenant  With  the  Future"  capital  campaign  and  she  became 
editor  of  Tidings,  the  Trinity  Center  newsletter. 

More  than  a  feature  writer,  Joe  West  has  helped  cover  the  diocesan 
convention  for  the  past  four  years.  In  fact  in  1995,  he  edited  the  entire  post- 
convention  issue.  During  1996  he  served  as  the  communications  liaison  with 
the  nominating  committee  and  did  a  superb  job  of  keeping  the  members  of 
the  Diocese  informed  of  the  progress  in  the  search  for  a  bishop  coadjutor. 

Each  of  these  —  Frank,  Lisa.  Braun  and  Joe  —  has  given  me  support 
and  encouragement  in  innumerable  ways.  They  have  truly  been  a  godsend  to 
me  and  to  this  Diocese.  Please  join  me  in  thanking  them  and  wishing  them 
well. 


Trent 
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Hello  Dolly!  Another  Bite  from  the  Tree 


by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd 

In  the  past  month,  I  have  been  hearing,  as 
many  of  you  have,  news  from  Scotland  that  a 
sheep  has  been  successfully  cloned.  As  far  as  I 
know,  this  represents  the  first  time  that  a  mammal 
has  been  successfully  cloned  in  the  laboratory. 
Already,  as  I  hear  on  the  radio  and  read  in  the 
newspaper,  discussion  has  begun  about  the 
implications  of  this  watershed  event. 

The  cloned  sheep,  now  some  seven  months 
old,  has  been  named  Dolly.  But  who  exactly  is 
Dolly?  Who  are  her  parents  —  the  sheep  she  was 
cloned  from,  or  the  parents  of  that  sheep?  If  the 
latter,  are  Dolly's  parents,  then,  are  they  her 
grandparents  as  well?  Is  Dolly  her  own  sister?  Is 
the  sheep  Dolly  was  cloned  from  her  sister  or  her 
mother? 

How  old  is  Dolly?  The  genetic  material  she 
carries  is  from  a  six-year-old  sheep.  Does  that 
make  Dolly  six  years  old,  or  has  the  aging  process 
been  reversed?  If  it  is  possible  for  a  sheep  to  have 
an  identity  crisis,  then  Dolly  must  be  ripe  for  one. 

If  the  day  of  sheep  cloning  has  arrived,  can  the 
dawn  of  human  cloning  be  far  behind?  Is  it 
ethical  to  clone  a  human  being?  Even  if  it  might 
be  ethical,  is  it  wise?  The  Buck  Rogers/sci-fi  side 
of  human  cloning  turns  darker,  it  seems  to  me, 
when  we  consider  that  not  only  could  Albert 
Einstein  be  cloned,  but  Adolph  Hitler  as  well.  If 
we  begin  to  clone  humans  in  the  same  way  we 
might  clone  dairy  cattle,  it  appears  to  me  that  we 
will  turn  humanity  into  a  commodity  and 
devalue  it. 

Human  life  becomes  one  more  product  to 
mass  produce,  make  a  buck  from;  and  in  the 
process  of  plumbing  the  ultimate  mystery  of  life, 
we  take  all  the  mystery  out  of  human  life  and 
devalue  it  beyond  imagination.  Even  though  all 
the  social  and  environmental  particulars  that  go 
into  shaping  an  individual  human  life  can  never  be 
duplicated  even  in  the  cloning  process,  what  does 


cloning  mean  in  terms  of  parentage, 
identity,  uniqueness,  and  being  created 
in  the  image  of  God? 

This  event  is  being  hailed  as  a  major  break- 
through for  research  with  profound  implications 
for  food  production,  reversing  the  effects  of  the 
aging  process,  human  organ  transplantation, 
medicine  and  genetics.  Speculation  has  led  to 
thinking  that  such  a  breakthrough  might  open 
doors  to  regenerate  damaged  nerve  cells,  for 
example,  to  reverse  paralysis  due  to  injury  or 
stroke;  perhaps  even  whole  limbs  could  be 
regenerated.  (If  I  have  all  my  limbs  regenerated, 
and  all  my  organs  transplanted  do  I  then  achieve  a 
kind  of  immortality?  How  long,  exactly,  do  any 
of  us  want  to  live?) 

In  light  of  all  the  discussion  generated  by 
Dolly's  cloning,  I  find  myself  thinking  about  a 
statement  I  heard  on  the  radio  from  a 
representative  of  the  Jockey  Club  when  asked 
about  cloning  and  horse  racing.  (The  Jockey  Club 
is  the  group  responsible  for  the  rules  and 
regulations  for  thoroughbred  horse  breeding  and 
racing  in  the  United  States.)  The  spokesperson 
said  that  the  Jockey  Club  will  not  at  present  allow 
artificial  insemination  or  transplanted  embryos  in 
horse  breeding;  nor  will  they  allow  cloning. 

The  Club  reasons  that  to  allow  any  of  the 
above  narrows  the  gene  pool;  officially 
manipulates  the  thoroughbred  horse  population; 
precludes  the  possibility  of  new  genetic 
combinations;  and  devalues  the  present 
population.  "And  finally,"  said  the  spokesperson, 
"we  see  it  as  unethical."  (This  means,  in  practical 
terms,  that  it  is  more  difficult  to  be  born  as  a  race 
horse  than  as  a  human  being!)  If  this  is  the  ethical 
position  taken  by  the  horse  breeders'  association, 
shouldn't  the  ethical  stance  regarding  human 
reproduction  be  more  rigorous? 

Human  cloning  may  not  be  unethical  in  every 


case,  but  it  certainly  appears  to  be  unwise.  With  all 
the  controversy  swirling  around  human 
reproductive  issues,  and  with  the  population 
explosion  that  is  currently  taking  place,  human 
cloning  seems  neither  moral  nor  prudent. 

If  a  human  being  were  to  be  cloned,  what 
would  that  mean  theologically?  Who  are  the 
cloned  persons'  parents  and  siblings?  Biologically, 
we  know  from  experience  with  identical  twins  that 
no  two  people  are  exactly  alike.  Even  a  cloned 
person,  then,  must  be  counted  as  unique  and  made 
in  the  image  of  God  with  full  human  dignity  and 
worth.  Certainly  such  a  person  would  be  worthy  of 
Baptism  and  admission  to  the  full  sacramental  life 
of  the  church. 

Will  a  human  ever  be  cloned?  Probably.  Is  it 
ethical?  I'm  unclear  at  this  moment,  though  I  tend 
to  think  not.  Is  it  wise?  Probably  not.  But  human 
curiosity  is  at  least  as  strong  a  force  as  the  urge  to 
procreate.  Sooner  or  later,  a  human  being  will 
likely  be  cloned.  We  will  have  to  sort  out  the 
consequences  of  that  act,  and  the  human  race  will 
have  taken  another  bite  from  the  fruit  of  the  tree  of 
the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil. 


9:00  am  Registration 
10:30  am  Business  Meeting 
12:00  pm  Eucharist 
1:15  pm  Lunch 


All  Episcopal  Church  Women 
are  invited  to  attend  the  Annual  Meeting 
on  Tuesday,  April  29 
at  St.  Mary's  Church  in  Kinston 

The  !Right  'Reverend Clifton  Daniel,  3rd, 
'Bishop  Coadjutor  of  the  Diocese  of  "East  Carolina 
urillbe  the  guest  speaker. 

The  'Right  'Reverend Sidney  Sanders, 
Diocesan  'Bishop  of  the  Diocese  of  Hast  Carolina 
unllBe  the  homilist. 


$8.00  per  person  for  lunch. 
Please  sign  up  with  your  local 
ECW  president. 


m  m  I nterfaith  Refugee 

>fJ  Ministry 


Judith  Castranova,  Diocesan  Refugee  Coordinator  •  Susan  Husson,  Case  Manager  •  Robert  Ruehrdanz,  Job  Developer 
(919)  633-9009  FAX:  (919)  633-9354  •  (919)  638-8705  FAX:  (919)  638-7570*51  •  (919)  638-6799 


Growing  Interfaith  Refugee  Team  Offers  Expanding  Services 


The  Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry 
headquartered  in  New  Bern  and  serving  the 
entire  coast  of  North  Carolina  east  of  1-95,  is 
growing!  Staff  members  now  include  a  Diocesan 
Refugee  Coordinator,  Case  Manager  and  Job 
Developer.  Volunteer  board  members  are 
located  throughout  East  Carolina.  _ 

 jjh  — 

Judy  Castronova 
joined  the  Interfaith 
Refugee  Ministry  in 
March  1996  as  Match 
Grant  Coordinator 
and  assumed  her  new 
role  as  Diocesan 
Refugee  Coordinator 
on  November  1, 
1996.  With  a  strong  administrative  /secretarial 
background.  Elementary  Education  degree  and 
five-years'  real  estate  sales  experience,  Judy  is 
well  equipped  to  carry  out  her  duties. 

"God  really  cares  how  we  treat  the  lost,  the 
hurting  and  the  poor.  He  expects  us  to  share 
out  of  the  abundance  He's  poured  on  us  in 
America.  He  always  gives  back."  To  emphasize 
the  point,  Judy  recalls  a  personal  event  from 
1975. 

Being  advised  of  a  family  in  crisis,  Judy  was 
collecting  some  of  her  boys'  toys  and  outgrown 
clothing  when  she  felt  she  heard  the  Lord  say, 
"What  about  the  food  in  your  pantry?"  She 
hesitated  at  first,  thinking  about  their  own 
financial  needs,  then  put  all  the  staples  in 
grocery  bags  and  delivered  everything  to  the 
family.  What  she  didn't  realize  was  that  she  had 
given  away  her  only  jar  of  mustard,  needed  for 
the  next  day's  Christmas  buffet  ham.  Right 
before  the  guests  arrived,  Judy  realized  she  had 
no  mustard  to  serve  with  the  ham. 

But  the  strangest  gifts  of  three  jars  of 
gourmet  mustard  from  her  mother  and  ajar  of 
Dijon  mustard  from  her  sister  saved  the  day.  "I 
gave  away  one  jar  of  store-brand  mustard,  and 
the  Lord  gave  me  four  jars  of  the  gourmet  kind! 
God  cares  about  every  detail  of  our  lives  — 
even  down  to  the  mustard!  When  we  are  being 
obedient  to  Him  to  do  His  work,  He  will  take 
care  of  our  needs." 

"It's  easy  for  me  to  speak  to  churches  about 
stretching  their  faith  and  giving,  even  when  they 
think  they  don't  have  enough.  That's  when  the 
miracles  happen.  The  best  part  of  this  job  is 
watching  the  churches  get  blessed  and  seeing 
their  faith  grow  as  they  respond  to  God's  call  to 
welcome  the  stranger." 


As  Diocesan  Refugee  Coordinator,  Judy's 
primary  obligation  will  be  to  develop  sponsors  in 
East  Carolina,  monitor  the  case  management  of 
those  sponsorships,  and  prepare  necessary 
financial  reports.  She  will  also  serve  as  a  link 
between  her  governing  board  and  their  affiliate, 
Episcopal  Migration  Ministries. 

—  — 

Susan  Husson 
assumed  the  position 
of  Case  Manager  on 
November  1,  after 
serving  as  the 
Diocesan  Refugee 
Coordinator  for  one 
year.  Her  refugee 
experience  includes 
three  years  of  working  with  refugees  and  grants 
in  various  capacities.  Susan  teaches  English  as  a 
Second  Language  at  Craven  Community 
College,  which  fits  in  very  well  with  her  Case 
Manager  position.  Many  of  the  refugees  who 
come  to  New  Bern  through  Interfaith  Refugee 
Ministries  enroll  in  Susan's  class,  giving  her  an 
opportunity  to  get  to  know  them  better. 

Susan's  main  responsibilities  are  to  train  the 
churches  in  their  duties,  orient  the  refugees  to 
their  new  environment  and  monitor  progress  of 
the  resettlement.  She  will  occasionally  be 
available  to  speak  to  interested  churches  about 
the  program  when  her  schedule  permits. 

Susan  is  "...constantly  in  awe  at  God's 
miracles  when  a  church  makes  a  commitment  to 
sponsor  a  refugee.  The  outpouring  of  love, 
caring  and  compassion  is  almost  unbelievable. 
Yet,  time  after  time,  churches  with  limited 
financial  resources  find  themselves  blessed  in 
many  ways  when  they  sponsor  a  refugee  family. 
This  evidence  of  God's  bountiful  love  and  the 
goodness  of  His  people  are  the  wonderful 
benefits  of  this  job."  |^ 

Bob  Ruehrdanz  is 
the  newest  member  of 
the  Interfaith  Refugee 
Ministry  staff,  but  he 
is  by  no  means  short 
on  experience.  Bob 
retired  last  year  from 
Kaiser  Permanente, 
where  he  was  Senior 
Account  Manager.  With  thirty-years'  experience 
in  marketing,  consulting  and  health-plan-benefit 
designing,  the  ex-Californian  has  decided  to  call 
New  Bern  his  new  home. 


As  the  new  Job  Developer,  he  will  be 
bringing  a  new  dimension  to  the  services  offered 
by  Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry  and  will  be 
responsible  to  assess  the  education,  background 
and  skills  of  the  refugees,  prepare  resumes  and 
assist  the  church  sponsors  to  locate  appropriate 
employment.  With  a  strong  background  in  the 
medical  care  field,  active  involvement  in  several 
California  nonprofit  agencies,  and  previous 
experience  working  with  refugees,  Bob  seems  to 
fit  the  new  position  like  a  glove. 

The  Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry  with  its  new 
team  of  employees,  is  offering  expanded 
services,  and  hoping  to  increase  the  number  of 
sponsorships  this  year  to  40  individuals.  In 
1996,  nine  families  (32  individuals)  were 
resettled  throughout  East  Carolina. 

Participating  churches  receive  financial 
assistance,  intensive  training,  orientation  for 
refugees,  job  development  services  and 
continued  monitoring  and  support,  which  ensure 
a  smooth  resettlement  experience.  The  program, 
designed  in  cooperation  with  Episcopal 
Migration  Ministries  of  New  York,  emphasizes 
early  employment  and  self-sufficiency  of  the 
refugees  in  four  months. 

If  you  would  like  to  know  more  about  how 
you  can  participate  in  this  life-saving  ministry, 
please  call  Judy  Castranova  at  (919)  633-9009. 


Need  Help  Spreading  the  Word? 

(current 

hosts  a 
Communication  Workshop 
for  anyone  interested 

Monday,  April  14 
Diocesan  House,  Kinston 

9:30  am  -  1J:00  Tackling  the  Church  Newsletter 

Facilitator:  Hal  Broadfoot.  Editor  of  Steeples  &  Peoples, 
a  quarterly  publication  of  St.  John 's,  Fayetteville, 

graphic  and  fine  artist  in  the  printing  business, 
will  offer  unique  insight  and  valuable  tips  for  all. 
11:00  - 11:30  Publicizing  Events 
Facilitator:  Alicia  Alford 
11:30  - 12:00  Writing  Press  Releases 
Facilitator:  Alicia  Alford 
12:00  Appreciation  Luncheon 

To  sign-up,  call  919/522-0885. 
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Sound  to  Sea  Offers  Summer  and  New  Year  Adventures 


The  ever  popular  Sound  to  Sea  program  at  Trinity  Center  is  introducing  more 
and  more  people  to  the  great  outdoors.  Beyond  the  school-year  program  offered  to 
fifth  grade  school  classes,  the  Summer  Sound  to  Sea  Day  Camp  will  continue  this 
year  and  an  additional  holiday  program  has  been  designed,  offering  children  and 
adults  the  opportunity  to  ring  in  the  New  Year  at  Trinity  Center. 

During  the  summer  program,  rising  first  through  fifth  graders  explore  the 
barrier  islands  five  main  habitat's —  the  sound,  marsh,  maritime  forest,  beach  and 
dunes.  They  participate  in  a  variety  of  games  and  activities,  many  with  ecological 
themes,  and  will  enjoy  Trinity  Center's  Group  Challenge  Course,  a  low-ropes 
course  requiring  cooperative  group  problem-solving  and  participation. 

Not  only  do  the  children  enjoy  seining  mud  from  the  pond,  wading  in  the  marsh 
and  digging  on  the  beach,  they  learn  as  well.  The  program  is  designed  to:  increase 
awareness  of  the  ecological  and  human  communities;  increase  a  sense  of 
responsibility,  independence  and  self-esteem;  apply  classroom  learning;  and  excite 
youth  about  future  school  topics. 

The  week-long  sessions  operate  from  9  am  to  4  pm  daily  and  cost  $70.  They 
run  from  June  9  through  August  8.  There  are  two  abbreviated  sessions.  Session  4 
operates  Monday  through  Thursday,  June  30  -  July  3,  from  9  am  to  4  pm  and  costs 
$55.  Session  4A,  June  30  -  July  3  operates  from  Monday  through  Thursday,  9am  to 
12  noon  and  costs  $30. 

Day  Camps  are  placed  into  small  groups  maintaining  a  ratio  of  twelve  day 
campers  to  one  Sound  to  Sea  instructor.  The  Sound  to  Sea  staff  includes  qualified 
teaching  personnel  with  college  degrees  in  related  fields  such  as  biology,  chemistry, 
marine  science  and  botany. 

Ring  in  the  New  Year  at  the  Beach 

In  a  new  enterprise,  the  Sound  to  Sea  staff  has  designed  an  innovative  program 
for  children  and  adults  to  ring  in  the  New  Year  with  a  week  of  learning  and  relaxing 
at  Trinity  Center.  The  three-part  program  will  operate  Sunday,  December  28  - 
Saturday,  January  3. 

Adults  will  have  the  opportunity  to  unwind  after  the  busy  and  often  hectic 
holiday  season.  A  variety  of  optional  coastal  ecology  and  natural  history  programs 
will  be  offered  daily.  Participants  can  hone  their  bird  identification  skills  with 
Trinity  Center's  live  birds  of  prey;  explore  Native  American  survival  techniques;  or 
try  clamming.  The  cost  for  the  7  day/6  night  program  is  $290  per  person  (private 
rooms;  double  occupancy);  including  all  meals. 

This  would  be  a  wonderful  week  to  enjoy  time  with  relatives  and  friends. 
Guest  could  hold  a  mini-family  reunion  or  simply  retreat  with  friends.  It  is  a 
wonderful  opportunity  to  share  the  gifts  of  Trinity  Center  and  the  coast  with  those 
close  to  you. 

While  the  adults  are  busy  relaxing  and  learning,  the  Sound  to  Sea  staff  will  offer 

An  Episcopal  Retirement  Facility  —  Let's  Dream  Big 


1994  Sound  to  Sea  Day  Campers  take  a  break  from  sandcastle  construction. 


a  Sound  to  Sea  style  program  for  youth  as  overnighters  or  day  campers.  Mornings 
will  be  spent  exploring  the  five  habitats  and  afternoons  offer  a  variety  of  programs 
such  as  fish-painting,  electronic  dissection,  creating  a  newspaper,  or  caring  for 
endangered  eggs.  For  over  night  campers,  special  evening  programs  will  be  offered 
and  all  campers  will  enjoy  a  special  New  Year's  Eve  celebration. 

Youth  participants  may  join  their  parents  in  overnighting  at  the  Center  or  they 
may  participate  on  a  Day  Camp  basis.  The  Youth  Overnight  Camp,  open  to  3rd-5th 
graders,  operates  Sunday,  Dec.  28  through  Saturday,  Jan.  3.  The  cost  is  $290  and 
includes  7  day,  6  nights,  15  meals  and  all  instruction  and  supervision. 

The  Youth  Day  Camp,  open  to  lst-5th  graders,  operates  Monday,  Dec.  29, 
through  Friday,  Jan.  2  and  includes  a  New  Year's  Eve  sleepover  in  the  dorms.  The 
five-day,  one-night  program  costs  $150  and  includes  all  supervision,  instruction  and 
meals. 

For  further  information  or  a  registration  form  for  any  of  the  Sound  to  Sea 
programs  call  Trinity  Center,  919/247-5600.  Registrations  must  be  by  mail.  No 
phone  registrations  are  accepted. 


There  is  no  need  to  dig  into  the  statistics  of  the 
latest  population  trends  to  know  that  North  Carolina, 
particularly  Eastern  North  Carolina  has  become  a  haven 
for  retirees.  Enter  any  Episcopal  Church  in  the  coastal 
or  river  towns  of  East  Carolina  and  you  will  meet 
retirees  from  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and 
other  areas  of  the  United  States. 

Eastern  North  Carolina  has  much  to  offer  —  access 
to  recreational  areas  such  as  beaches  and  rivers,  a  low 
cost  of  living,  friendly  communities  and  a  nice  quality 
of  life.  The  churches  in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 
also  have  much  to  offer  —  a  welcome  and  caring 
community,  an  open  place  of  worship,  energetic 
outreach  ministries,  a  thriving  youth  program,  and  a 
successful  camps  and  conference  center.  But  do  we,  as 
a  Diocese,  need  to  offer  more? 

This  was  the  question  raised  at  the  recent  meeting 
of  the  Executive  Council  held  March  21  at  Trinity 
Center.  The  Rev.  Bob  Dannals,  then  present  rector  of 
Christ  Church,  New  Bern  and  retired  Admiral  Fred  H. 
Baughman,  member  of  Christ  Church  proposed  that  the 
Council  authorize  the  establishment  of  a  committee  to 
investigate  the  feasibility  of  establishing  a  senior  living 
complex  in  New  Bern. 

Dannals  noted  that  five  years  ago  when  the  deanery 
structure  was  first  established,  at  one  of  the  initial 
meetings  of  the  Trinity  Deanery  the  need  for  a 
retirement  facility  was  identified  as  a  primary  need  for 


the  area.  With  the  need  having  been  identified  by  the 
Trinity  Deanery  and  then  again  at  several  diocesan 
Needs  and  Goals  Conferences,  Dannals  drew  together  a 
small  group  from  the  members  of  Christ  Church  to  see 
if  the  idea  was  worth  pursuing.  Adm.  Baughman 
presented  the  groups  findings. 

Baughman  noted  that  while  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina  lies  in  a  retirement  belt,  the  area  has  virtually 
no  "retirement  communities"  offering  a  transition  from 
independent  to  assisted  living.  Because  of  this,  retirees 
facing  the  need  to  move  into  a  "retirement  community" 
feel  they  have  no  option  but  to  leave  the  area  —  a 
difficult  choice  for  them  and  a  loss  for  the  Diocese. 

The  Christ  Church  proposal  outlines  a  vision  for  a 
quality,  well-managed,  welcoming  senior  living  facility 
for  retired  couples  and  individuals.  The  Center  would 
offer  a  spectrum  of  living  accommodations  from 
independent  living  to  complete  nursing  care.  It  would 
include  support  activities  such  as  maintenance,  cleaning 
and  housekeeping;  dining  facilities;  social  activities; 
and  medical  and  nursing  care. 

The  proposal  asked  that  a  diocesan- wide  task  force 
be  appointed  to  examine  the  details  involved  in 
launching  such  a  project  and  to  study  location.  The 
Christ  Church  proposal  recommended  Craven  County 
because  of  its  central  location  in  the  Diocese  and  its 
proximity  to  New  Bern,  the  Craven  Regional  Medical 
Center,  recreational  resources  and  to  Christ  Church  and 
other  area  churches. 


Included  in  the  proposal  was  an  offer  that  Adm. 
Baughman  lead  the  task  force  for  a  one  year  exploratory 
examination  of  the  pros  and  cons  of  such  an 
undertaking.  Also  included  was  Christ  Church's  offer  to 
underwrite  initial  efforts  in  the  amount  of  $50,000 
through  a  gift  from  a  parishioner.  The  giver,  however, 
stipulated  that  the  Center  must  be  built  in  Craven 
County. 

In  the  discussion  that  followed  Adm.  Baughman 's 
presentation,  members  of  the  Executive  Council 
enthusiastically  supported  the  idea  of  a  retirement 
center.  Nancy  Smith,  a  representative  from  the  Lower 
Cape  Fear  Deanery,  said  that  she  had  been  involved  in 
similar  research  regarding  the  establishment  of  such  a 
center  in  the  Wilmington  area  and  that  there  was 
certainly  a  need  within  the  diocese.  "If  we  are  going  to 
dream,"  encouraged  Jane  Martin,  Dean  of  the  Lower 
Cape  Fear  Deanery,  "lets  dream  big.  Maybe  this  could 
be  a  two-phase  endeavor." 

Several  members  of  the  Council  expressed  concern 
over  the  strings  attached  to  the  $50,000  gift  that  limited 
the  Center's  location  to  Craven  County. 

In  the  end  the  Council  approved  a  motion  to  appoint 
a  one  year  diocesan-wide  task  force  to  examine  the 
feasibility  of  developing  a  senior  living  center  within  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina.  Adm.  Baughman  will  head 
the  committee  and  has  already  requested  that  Jane  Smith 
be  appointed  to  serve  as  well. 
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ay  8  will  mark  the  one 
year  anniversary  of  Rally 
Day,  the  kick-off  of  the 
Covenant  With  the  Future 
capital  funds  drive.  With 
the  anniversary  approaching,  it  seems  an 
appropriate  time  to  revisit  the  campaign  and 
see  the  progress  which  has  been. 

In  February  at  the  1 14th  Convention  of  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  Carl  Ragsdale,  chair 
of  the  capital  funds  drive,  reported  that  as  of 
the  end  of  1996  approximately  $3  million  had 
been  raised  —  a  total  including  a  gift  of 
90-acres  of  land  which  was  appraised  at  a 
value  of  $605,000.  The  total  remains  the  same 
today. 

At  the  recent  Executive  Council  meeting 
held  on  Friday,  March  21,  the  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton 
Daniel,  3rd,  Bishop  Coadjutor  announced  that 
an  offer  on  the  property,  a  gift  from  Mrs.  Anice 
H.  Tripp  of  Greenville,  had  been  made  for 
$625,000.  After  deducting  $15,000  for 
estimated  taxes,  the  Executive  Council 
approved  a  proposal  to  distribute  the  funds  as 
follows:  $50,000  for  the  construction  of  a 
chapel  at  the  Diocesan  House  (a  component 
not  in  the  original  capital  campaign  outline); 
$275,000  to  the  Episcopal  Farmworkers 
Ministries  at  New  Grove;  and  $275,000  to  San 
Mateo.  As  outlined  in  the  original  campaign 
literature,  the  funds  given  to  these  two 
outreach  ministries  will  be  used  for  capital 
expenditures,  such  as  new  roofs,  building 
improvements,  etc.  The  addition  of  these 
funds  to  the  Missionary  Outreach  component 
of  the  campaign,  brings  the  total  raised  for 
Missionary  Outreach  to  $850,000. 

The  amount  raised  to  date  for 
Congregations  &  Development  remains  at 
$300,000.  When  questioned  by  the  Executive 
Council  about  the  funds  remaining  to  be  raised 
in  this  area,  both  Bishops  Sanders  and  Daniel 
stated  that  they  felt  these  funds  would  come  in. 
They  explained  that  several  larger  churches 


held  their  campaign  drives  in  the  fall  of  1996 
and  have  not  yet  reported  the  results  of  their 
campaign  endeavors  to  the  Diocese.  The 
Bishops  and  the  Campaign  Chair  are 
anticipating  that  once  these  churches  have 
reported  to  the  Diocese,  the  Diocese  will  be 
significantly  closer  to  reaching  the  goal  of 
$4.1  million.  They  also  feel  confident  that 
other  gifts,  both  in  cash  and  in  kind,  will 
continue  to  come  in.  They  are  mindful  that 
this  is,  after  all,  a  three-year  campaign. 

As  funds  continue  to  come  in  for 
Missionary  Outreach  and  Congregations  & 
Development,  construction  at  Trinity  Center 
provides  a  visual  reminder  of  our  Covenant 
With  the  Future.  Building  plots  are  being 
marked  and  pilings  are  being  driven.  Mike 
Morgan,  Trinity  Center's  Executive  Director 
reports  that  although  there  was  a  delay  in 
setting  the  piling,  some  time  has  been  made  up 
and  construction  is  proceeding  as  planned.  He 
estimates  that  approximately  20  %  the 
construction  should  be  completed  by  the 
beginning  of  the  summer. 

Off  of  the  main  office  building,  a  separate 
conference  space  is  going  up  which  will  seat 
60  people  theater  style.  The  bishops'  office 
will  be  located  in  this  area  as  well. 

Behind  the  Centrum,  the  Sharpe  Assembly 
Building  is  going  up.  This  building  will 
provide  indoor  assembly  space  for  200  people 
and  will  double  as  worship  space  .  Its  west  end 
will  overlook  Bogue  Sound. 

In  the  camp  area,  a  new  housing  cluster  is 
being  constructed  which  will  provide  eight 
rooms  for  summer  camp  staff.  In  the  off- 
season, this  cluster  will  be  used  for  small 
events  like  vestry  retreats. 

The  South  Cluster  in  the  conference 
housing  area  is  being  completed  with  the 
addition  of  six  more  rooms  and  a  lounge.  It 


$4.1  million 


$3  million 


million 


$1  million 


As  of  April  1st,  $3,000,000.00  has  been 
pledged  toward  the  Covenant  with  the  Future 
campaign  total  goal  of  $4.1  million. 


will  be  in  the  same  style  as  the  present  two 
clusters. 

A  second  swimming  pool  will  be 
constructed  to  overlook  the  lagoon  in  an  area 
near  the  marsh  walk.  It  will  be  available  for 
conference  groups. 

Not  part  of  the  Covenant  With  the  Future 
Campaign,  but  nevertheless  a  new  addition  to 
Trinity  Center,  a  maritime  forest  walk  as  been 
established.  The  walk  can  be  reached  by 
turning  right  after  exiting  the  pedestrian  tunnel 
on  the  ocean  side.  This  gently  graded  path 
leads  to  a  dune  overlook  before  circling  back. 
Plans  call  for  the  Stations  of  the  Cross  to  be 
added  to  this  pathway. 

As  the  progress  at  Trinity  Center 
demonstrates  our  Covenant  With  The  Future  is 
well  underway.  If  you  haven't  participated,  it 
is  never  too  late  to  join  the  campaign. 

—  The  description  of  the  construction  at  Trinity  Center 
was  reprinted  from  the  Advent  Advisor,  the  newsletter 
of  Church  of  the  Advent. 
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177,100 

Youth  &  Family  Center 
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Recreation  Facilities 
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12  Months  Inflation 

102,134 

Sub-total 

$1,804,364 

MISSIONARY  OUTREACH 
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Sub-total 

$1,078,713 

CONGREGATIONS 
&  DEVELOPMENT 

Grant  Support  for  existing 
congregation  s 

300,000 

Land  acquisitions  for  new  churches 

700,000 

Sub-total 

$1,000,000 

Campaign  Consultants  &  Expenses 

CAMPAIGN  TOTAL 

$4,100,000 

Pilings  being  set  near  lagoon  for  camp  staff  housing. 


Overhead  view  of  cluster  for  staff  housing.  New  quarters 
will  result  in  more  staff  being  closer  to  campers.  The 
space  can  also  be  used  for  conferences  when  camp 
is  not  in  session. 


The  Sharpe  Assembly  Building  will  hold  approximately 
200  people.  (Mers  protection  from  the  elements  and  can 
be  used  as  a  chapel  for  large  worship  services. 
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Without  a  Doubt 


by  the  Rev.  Lee  Cutair 

One  of  the  motifs  of  Lent  ought  to  be  faith. 
The  words  slip  so  easily  out  of  the  mouth,  but 
become  so  hard  to  find  in  real  life.  Faith  needs  all 
the  exposure  it  can  get,  and  so  I'll  start  here. 

Having  these  thoughts  comes  from  a  recent 
visit  to  the  person  doing  my  income  tax.  We  had 
finished  counting  business  miles  and  the  cost  of 
buying  clerical  vestments  when  the  topic  of  faith 
arose.  Remember,  this  person  is  not  wearing  a 
funny  shirt,  toting  a  huge  Bible,  or  sporting  a 
degree  from  a  theological  school.  My 
acquaintance  is  of  the  real  world,  and  is  adept  at 
handling  that  great  threat  to  faith  that  we  call 
money. 

The  meeting  went  something  like  this.  My  tax 
advisor  noted  that  I  had  given  10  percent  of  my 
income  to  the  church  during  the  past  years.  He 
then  said  that  he  did  not  know  many  persons  in 
the  ministry  who  did  that.  Instant  depression  de- 
scended. Why  aren't  my  brothers  and  sisters  in 
the  trade  living  their  faith  by  tithing?  After  all, 
there  is  such  a  thing  as  professional  leadership  in 
Christianity  and  tithing  is  a  part  of  that. 

The  next  thing  said  made  it  all  better.  This 


worldly,  savvy,  down  to  earth,  accountant 
remarked  that  he  began  to  tithe  when  he  started  his 
business.  He  had  no  money  anyway  so  what  could 
he  lose?  Telling  the  story,  he  remembered  the  day 
he  made  the  decision  to  share  10  percent  of  what 
he  had  with  his  local  church.  The  decision  was 
made  and  five  minutes  later  the  phone  rang; 
another  account!  My  accountant  friend  went  on  to 
say  that  the  phone  kept  on  ringing  for  the  next  six 
months.  His  business  was  well  established  and  his 
faith  grew  by  leaps  and  bounds.  It's  wonderful  to 
hear  of  faith  in  the  marketplace. 

Why  talk  about  money  at  this  time?  I'm  really 
talking  about  faith.  Tithing  seems  to  be  one  of 
those  faith  acts  that  confirms  itself  clearly  for 
practical  minds.  But,  faith  in  an  active  God  can  be 
confirmed  in  other  ways.  Simply  giving,  or  letting 
go  of  the  burdens  of  life  which  we  weren't  meant 
to  carry,  brings  a  return  just  as  precious  as  gold. 
The  return  can  be  peace,  guidance  as  to  how  to 
live  our  lives  wisely,  and  God's  grace  to  do  what 
we  really  need  to  do. 

Faith  is  the  decision  a  Christian  person  makes 
to  give  back  to  God  what  is  God's,  whether  that 


giving  is  money  or  morals,  or  fear  or  fortune.  If 
we  think  it  is  ours,  we  can  be  sure  it  is  His.  We 
see  this  acted  out  regularly  in  the  liturgy  of  the 
Holy  Eucharist.  Some  bread  and  some  wine  from 
our  hands  put  on  His  altar.  A  prayer  of  faith, 
"Make  it  holy,  Lord,  make  it  Jesus,  Lord."  Those 
same,  simple  things  are  given  back  into  worn, 
imperfect,  but  redeemed  hands.  Not  only  are  the 
atoms  and  molecules  and  compounds  of  the 
universe  placed  before  us.  but  more  importantly, 
the  life  of  Jesus  comes  into  our  hands. 

—  Reprinted  from  The  Moorings,  the  newsletter  of  St.  Thomas,  Bath. 


Trained  stewardship  consultants 
are  available  to  work 
with  your  church. 
Call  Nancy  Broadwell  at 
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Mission  and  Stewardship:  A  Missiological  Statement 


Mission  Is ... 

God  has  lovingly  and  joyfully  created  heaven  and 
earth.  Human  beings,  however,  have  become  separated 
from  the  Triune  God,  turning  away  from  God  and  one 
another.  In  the  incarnation,  death,  and  resurrection  of 
Jesus  Christ,  God  provides  the  way  by  which  all 
creation  can  be  reunited  with  our  loving  creator  and 
each  other.  Dying  for  us,  Christ  redeems  us  to  new  life. 
In  Christ  the  Common-wealth  of  God  is  made  real  and 
accessible  for  all.  Empowered  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  we 
who  are  the  children  of  God  today  proclaim  and  live 
out  Jesus'  work  of  reconciliation  and  redemption.  The 
mission  of  the  Church  is  thus  to  restore  all  people  to 
unity  with  God  and  each  other  in  Christ  (The 
Catechism,  The  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  p.  855).  As 
God  sent  Jesus  into  the  world,  we  are  also  sent  into  the 
world. 

The  history  of  salvation  from  creation  to  the 
present  is  based  on  the  fact  that  God  is  the  one  who 
sends  out  (mission).  The  Holy  Scriptures  are  the 
definitive  chronicles  of  the  work  of  the  sending  Triune 
God.  The  truth  of  Scripture  is  that  God,  the  Creator  of 
all,  gave  the  Son  to  make  real  reconciliation  and 
redemption,  and  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  sent  forth  to 
empower  God's  people  to  participate  in  and  bear 
witness  to  the  Commonwealth  of  God.  Everything  we 
need  to  know  about  mission  is  evidenced  in  Jesus'  life. 

Commissioned  by  Baptism  and  enabled  by  the 
Holy  Spirit,  Christians  are  partners  with  God  in  God's 
transforming  mission.  We  have  the  authority  and 


responsibility  to  share  God's  love  with  a  broken  world. 
We  do  this  through  our  Baptismal  ministries:  prayer 
and  worship,  repentance  and  forgiveness,  the 
proclamation  of  the  Good  News  of  God  in  Christ, 
loving  service,  and  the  striving  for  justice,  peace  and 
the  dignity  of  every  human  being  (the  Baptismal 
Covenant,  The  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  pp.  304-305). 

Every  Christian  is  thus  a  missionary.  Nourished  by 
God's  Word  and  Sacraments,  Christians  are  sent  into 
the  world  in  God's  name  to  bring  hope,  healing  and 
justice  to  a  sinful,  divided  world.  The  God  who  is 
known  in  the  Old  and  New  Covenants  works  through 
set  orders  (laity,  deacons,  priests  and  bishops)  and 
through  the  surprising  and  the  unpredictable.  Our 
calling  is  to  herald  and  participate  in  the  joy  that  comes 
in  the  reconciliation  of  creation  with  the  Triune  God 
(John  17:13). 

Stewardship  is ... 

God's  first  gift  to  us  was  creation  and  our  own 
place  to  be.  God  made  us  the  stewards  of  the  Garden. 
Tending  the  Garden  entailed  offering  the  first  fruits, 
later  to  be  known  as  the  tithe  (Genesis  1  and  2;  Dt. 
14:22). 

When  we  failed  to  honor  God  and  one  another,  God 
set  two  new  standards:  the  new  standard  of  giving  is 
the  life  of  Jesus,  sent  to  share  our  human  nature,  to  live 
and  die  as  one  of  us,  to  reconcile  us  to  God  and  each 
other  (John  15,  BCP  p.  362);  the  new  standard  of 
mission  is  the  work  of  Jesus.  Together  these  define  the 


Commonwealth  of  God. 

In  thanksgiving  for  God's  gift  of  life,  our  response 
is  to  seek  and  save  the  lost,  to  announce  life  in 
abundance,  to  baptize,  and  to  reach  (Mt.  25,  28).  This 
is  not  the  work  of  individuals,  but  of  a  community  of 
worship  and  apostolic  discipline,  the  Church  (Acts 
2:42ff).  St.  Paul  reminds  us  that,  in  the  context  of 
Creation,  Christ,  Commonwealth  and  Church,  we  are 
called  upon  to  give  of  the  gifts  God  has  given  us  with 
thankful  and  joyful  hearts  (II  Cor.  8  and  9). 

We  give  as  those  who  know  we  have  been  bought 
by  the  gift  of  the  blood  of  Christ.  Appropriate  norms 
are: 

•  for  individuals:  the  traditional  tithe  affirmed  by 
successive  General  Conventions  as  the  minimal 
standard  of  giving. 

•  for  congregations:  the  Apostolic  Tradition  that 
half  the  budget  should  be  spend  on  others  (50/50 
giving),  one  half  of  that  to  the  diocese  (Mt. 
25:35ff,  Mt.  22:38-40). 

•  for  dioceses:  also  the  Apostolic  Tradition  that  half 
the  budget  should  be  spent  on  others,  (50/50 
giving),  one  half  of  that  to  the  Domestic  and 
Foreign  Missionary  Society  in  support  of  General 
Convention's  budget  for  mission. 

This  approach  is  not  law,  but  gospel. 

— This  statement  was  written  during  a  Stewardship  Consultation  held  in 
Salt  Lake  City,  May  28-30,  1996. 
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All  Saints'  Marks  Second  Anniversary 


by  Mimi  Iacone 

All  Saints'  Church  in  Southern  Shores,  the 
youngest  parish  in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina, 
will  celebrate  its  second  anniversary  May  4.  A 
highlight  of  this  observance  will  be  a  visit  by  the 
Bishop  Coadjutor,  the  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd. 

A  parish  on  the  North  Banks  became  an  "idea 
whose  time  had  come"  shortly  after  the  Rev. 
Charles  E.B.  Gill  assumed  the  rectorship  of  St. 
Andrew's  by-the-Sea.  Nags  Head,  in  fall  1994. 
There,  he  found  a  congregation  already  straining 
its  facilities  and  anticipating  even  stronger  growth 
in  the  immediate  future. 

The  Outer  Banks  geography  of  towns  strung 
single  file  along  a  narrow  chain  of  barrier  islands 
made  the  choice  to  establish  a  new  parish  some  15 
miles  north  of  Nags  Head  an  obvious  one.  All 
Saints  serves  year-round  residents  of  Kitty  Hawk, 
Southern  Shores  and  Duck  in  Northern  Dare 
County  and  the  Currituck  Count)  mainland,  as 
well  as  vacationers  who  flock  to  these  areas  from 
spring  through  the  fall.  The  extension  of  an 
Episcopal  presence  to  the  North  Banks  has  been 
encouraged  and  supported  by  the  Diocesan 
Bishop,  the  Rt.  Rev.  B.  Sidney  Sanders. 

Since  May  28.  1995,  when  65  people  gathered 
at  the  Kitty  Hawk  School  in  southern  Shores  for  a 
celebration  of  the  Holy  Eucharist,  All  Saints'  has 
flourished.  By  the  end  of  1995,  a  vestry  committee 
was  working  through  the  early  phase  of  parish 
organization,  and  pledges  of  financial  support  had 
been  received  from  32  individuals  or  families.  A 
9-member  vestry  was  elected  by  the  congregation 
at  its  1st  Annual  Meeting,  February  1996.  During 


its  first  year,  the  vestry  undertook  tasks  necessary 
to  call  a  rector,  acquire  land,  and  implement  the 
steps  necessary  to  become  a  parish. 

Early  in  1996,  a  delegation  of  All  Saints' 
members  met  with  Bishop  Sanders  who  agreed  to 
seek  a  diocesan  grant  to  support  acquisition  of  a 
building  site  by  All  Saints'.  The  vestry  worked 
with  the  Southern  Shores  Planning  Board  and  the 
Town  Council  to  clear  the  way  for  permitting  a 
church  building  in  this  residential  community. 
With  a  grant  from  the  diocese  as  down  payment,  7 
residential  lots  in  a  cul-de-sac  on  Ginguite  Trail 
were  purchased,  and  the  congregation  assumed  a 
$270,000  debt. 

By  November  of  1996,  the  vestry  had  called 
the  Rev.  Margaret  S.  Shepard  to  be  All  Saints'  first 
rector.  She  came  from  the  Birmingham,  Alabama 
area,  where  she  had  been  rector  of  St.  Andrew's 
Church.  Montevallo  for  3  years  following  her 
ordination.  Margaret  summarizes  her  passions  as 
good  preaching,  good  liturgy  and  good  music.  She 
completed  her  theological  studies  at  the  Univestity 
of  the  South,  Sewanee,  TN.  Before  ordination  she 
had  been  a  special  education  teacher,  a  church 
organist  and  choirmaster  and  more  recently,  as  a 
lay  chaplain  in  a  HUD  sponsored  facility,  she 
developed  a  chaplaincy  program  for  the  elderly 
and  disabled.  Margaret  and  her  husband,  Scott,  are 
parents  of  a  son  and  daughter,  both  young  adults. 

In  1996,  Bishop  Sanders  visited  All  Saints' 
where  he  baptized  one  person,  confirmed  one,  and 
received  three  into  the  Church.  The  membership 
roster  grew  to  almost  100  persons.  On  February  8 


Book  • 


For  the  Love  of  Robert 
by  Harriet  T.  Hill 

A  Book  Review  by  Dottie  Andrew 

For  the  Love  of  Robert  is  a  mother's  anguished  story  about  the  accidental  death  of  her  teenage 
son,  her  profound  grief,  and  her  unyielding  faith  in  God.  Robert  was  showing  off  to  friends  with  a 
switch  blade  knife  when  he  accidentally  stabbed  himself  in  the  heart. 

Mrs.  Hill's  story  includes  an  agonised  week  of  Robert  being  kept  alive  on  a  respirator.  Courage, 
sense  of  humour,  faith,  and  the  willingness  to  give  her  son  back  to  God  are  the  characteristics  that 
describe  Mrs.  Hill's  response  to  this  traumatic  time.  She  demonstrates  courage  through  her  honesty 
and  openness  with  Robert's  friends  as  well  as  her  own  friends  and  family  members.  She  not  only 
openly  received  their  attempts  to  comfort  her  but  opened  her  home  and  heart  to  them.  In  spite  of  her 
anguish,  Mrs.  Hill  often  reminisced  about  her  son's  impishness  and  his  zest  for  life.  And  throughout 
it  all,  she  remained  steadfast  in  prayer,  never  losing  faith  in  God's  loving  care  for  her  son. 

Throughout  the  telling  of  her  story,  Mrs.  Hill  demonstrates  a  healthy  grief  process.  First,  she  has 
told  her  story  and  continues  to  tell  it  while  promoting  her  book.  She  has  remained  open  to  receive 
love  and  support  from  family  and  friends.  She  has  kept  her  faith.  And  she  has  commemorated  her 
son  through  writing  a  book  about  his  death  and  the  meaning  that  his  life  gave  to  her  and  the  many 
people  who  loved  him. 

—  Dottie  Andrews,  CCSW,  is  a  counselor  at  the  UNCW  Student  Development  Center  and  the  Episcopal  Counseling  Center  in  Wilmington.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Association  for  Death  Education  and  Counseling  and  worked  for  several  years  for  the  Lower  Cape  Fear  Hospice. 


of  this  year,  in  a  joyous  closing  ceremony  at  the 
Annual  convention  in  Wilmington.  All  Saints'  was 
granted  full  parish  status  in  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina.  Sustaining  All  Saints'  in  its  early  years  as 
an  independent  parish  are  a  1-year  grant  from  St. 
Andrew's  by-the  Sea,  Nags  Head,  as  the 
sponsoring  parish  and  a  3-year  grant  of  annually 
decreasing  value  from  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina. 

Presently,  All  Saints'  continues  to  meet  in  the 
cafeteria  of  the  Kitty  Hawk  School  at  8:00  am 
Sunday.  Acquiring  new  space,  with  the  flexibility 
needed  for  Sunday  School  classes,  weekly 
programs  and  office  space  is  a  top  priority. 

To  address  the  enormity  of  its  property 
investments,  All  Saints'  will  mount  a  Building 
Fund  Campaign  this  spring.  Other  creative  fund 
raising  efforts  will  be  directed  toward  the  greater 
community  and  summer  visitors.  Significant 
reduction  of  land  debt  will  enable  this  congregation 
to  assume    instruction  debt.  Meanwhile, 
committee  are  studying  options  for  financing  and 
building  design  so  that  All  Saints'  will  be  in  a 
position  to  make  informed  decisions  when  it  has 
the  capital  to  progress  to  the  construction  phase. 

A  cordial  invitation  is  extended  to  fellow 
members  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  to  join 
All  Saints'  worship  and  fellowship  whenever 
visiting  the  North  Banks  areas  of  the  Outer  Banks. 


If  your  parish  has  a  triumph  to  trumpet,  please  call 
the  editor  at  (910)  938-1017. 


Share 
the  Fax! 


Remodeling  the  office? 
Up-grading  to  newer  equipment? 
Don't  throw  out  that  old  fax  machine! 

There  are  several  churches  in  the  diocese 
that  are  still  in  need  of  fax  machines. 

If  you  have  a  fax  machine  to  donate, 
please  contact  the  diocesan  office  at 
919/522-0885. 
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Ourselves 


Episcopal  Church  Responds  As  Storms  and  Floods  Batter  Several  States 


by  Mike  Barwett 

(ENS)  Thousands  fled  to  higher  ground  during 
the  first  week  of  March  as  torrential  rains  caused 
flash  floods  throughout  a  five-state  region  flanking 
the  Ohio  River.  Already  dubbed  the  Great  Ohio 
River  Flood  of  1997,  the  raging  waters  inundated 
towns  and  isolated  homes  in  the  hills  of  central  and 
northern  Kentucky  and  southern  Ohio  for  nearly  a 
week. 

In  some  areas,  flood  waters  were  the  highest  in 
decades — equaling  or  surpassing  the  record  floods  of 
1964 — and  left  dozens  dead  and  hundreds  of 
millions  of  dollars  in  damage.  Federal  and  state 
disaster  declarations  were  made  in  West  Virginia, 
Ohio,  Kentucky  and  Indiana  after  a  visit  by  Vice 
President  Al  Gore  to  the  region. 

Hardest  hit  by  floods  was  central  and  northern 
Kentucky,  where  10  to  12  inches  of  rain  fell  in  the 
March  1  storm  system  that  raged  from  Arkansas  to 
Pennsylvania,  spawning  deadly  tornadoes  and  flash 
floods.  The  Ohio  River  flooded  from  Wheeling,  West 
Virginia,  to  Cairo,  Illinois,  where  it  joins  the 
Mississippi. 

The  death  toll  was  highest  in  Arkansas,  where 
tornadoes  killed  two  dozen  people  and  injured  more 
than  200  in  the  first  few  hours  of  the  storm. 
Emergency  grants  from  the  Presiding  Bishop's  Fund 
for  World  Relief  were  made  to  the  Dioceses  of 
Arkansas,  which  received  $25,000,  and  West 
Virginia,  which  received  $15,000.  Grants  to  other 
dioceses  were  pending  at  press  time  as  diocesan 
staffs  assessed  their  needs. 

Kentucky  bears  brunt  of  rain 

The  sheer  volume  of  water  soaking  the  region  and 
racing  down  river  was  astounding. 

Meteorologists  estimated  that  44  billion  gallons  of 
water  fell  during  the  storm  over  Pendleton 
County — only  one  of  the  120  counties  pounded  by 
the  storm  throughout  Kentucky.  Hardest  hit  were 
small,  rural  communities  isolated  as  bridges  and 
roads  were  flooded  or  washed  out. 

In  the  Diocese  of  Kentucky,  officials  in  Louisville 
reported  nearly  40,000  homes  flooded  and  millions 
of  dollars  in  damage  before  the  river  crested  on 
March  5.  Janet  Irwin,  editor  of  the  diocesan 
newspaper  Episcopal  News,  reported  that  one  church 
had  been  damaged. 


Southern  Ohio  swamped 

By  mid  week,  flood  waters  were  racing  past 
Cincinnati's  floodwalls  at  five-and-a-half  miles  per 
hour — carrying  an  estimated  5.6  million  gallons  of 
water  per  second  as  the  torrent  crested  more  than  12 
feet  above  flood  stage  at  64.7  feet.  Normal  depth  is 
26  feet  at  Cincinnati,  and  flood  stage  is  52 
feet — when  the  river  begins  to  swallow  up  low-lying 
areas  outside  of  the  flood  walls. 

Most  of  Cincinnati  sits  on  hills,  or  is  protected  by 
flood  walls,  so  that  most  residences  and  churches 
were  protected  from  the  high  water.  Some  businesses 
along  the  river  were  under  four  to  six  feet  of  brown, 
murky,  debris-laden  water.  Whole  trees  rushed  down 
stream,  along  with  parts  of  small  buildings  and  other 
flotsam. 

About  120  miles  upriver  in  Gallipolis,  "We're  an 
island,"  said  the  Rev.  John  Good  from  his  office  at 
St.  Peter's  Episcopal  Church.  He  said  that  although 
the  downtown  was  not  flooded,  all  roads  in  and  out 
of  the  river  city  were  flooded  or  washed  out.  "You 
can  only  get  out  by  a  few  back  roads  over  the 
ridges,"  he  said. 

Concerted  relief  effort  in  Arkansas 

The  Rev.  Jesse  "Buzz"  Yarborough,  rector  of 
Christ  Church,  Little  Rock,  and  president  of  the 
Arkansas  Interfaith  Conference,  said  that  diocesan 
relief  efforts  there  were  being  joined  with  those  of 
other  faith  groups  represented  by  the  conference. 
"There's  been  an  awful  lot  of  pulling  together,  across 
the  state  and  between  churches,"  he  said.  "The 
Episcopal  churches  in  the  area  are  acting  as  receiving 
and  distribution  centers." 

While  relief  groups  need  "no  more  clothes,"  he 
said,  there  is  a  need  for  the  basic  tools  for  cleaning 
up:  chainsaws,  shovels,  brooms,  work  gloves,  and 
"people  who  are  willing  to  work."  Victims  also  need 
bedding,  baby  care  products  and  plastic  sheeting. 

The  majority  of  funds  coming  from  religious 
judicatories,  like  the  Presiding  Bishop's  Fund,  are 
going  to  go  to  directly  help  the  people  who  need  it 
most,"  he  said.  While  federal  and  other  relief 
agencies  are  on  hand,  the  churches  often  are  able  to 
provide  immediate  assistance  "to  help  people  get 
over  the  hurdle." 


The  state  has  so  far  been  spared  the  level  of 
flooding  affecting  the  more  northern  states,  but 
Yarborough  cautioned,  "I  don't  think  we've  seen 
anything  yet.  You  know  what's  still  on  the  ground  up 
there  in  the  Dakotas  that  hasn't  melted  yet?  If  that 
melts  and  gets  into  the  rivers,  it's  going  to  be  a  bad 
spring." 

A  sense  of  community 

In  West  Virginia,  where  the  diocese  sent  $14,000 
to  help  with  relief  efforts  in  three  particularly  flooded 
towns — Point  Pleasant,  Huntington,  and  Hurri- 
cane—  the  initial  response  by  the  Red  Cross  and 
other  relief  organizations  seemed  to  be  well- 
organized,  reported  the  Rev.  Cheryl  Winter  of  St. 
Timothy's,  Hurricane.  "At  the  first  sign  of  the  flood, 
they  were  hauling  in  tractor-trailer  loads  of  cleaning 
supplies,"  she  said. 

Expecting  floods  goes  with  the  territory,  she  said. 
"It's  something  that  people  are  accustomed  to,  but 
you  don't  ever  get  used  to  it." 

So  does  pitching  in  when  the  floods  do  come,  she 
added.  "That's  something  that's  pretty  special  about 
West  Virginia,"  she  said.  "We  know  about  floods 
and  people  really  respond  from  everywhere.  That's 
the  nature  of  small  rural  areas.  They  just  take  care  of 
each  other." 

She  paused  and  reflected,  "There  are  times  when 
you  think  that  a  community's  whole  sense  of 
community  has  disappeared.  Then  something  like 
this  happens  and  that  sense  of  community  comes 
back.  People  of  all  faiths  worked  together  to  help  and 
clean  up  after  the  floods,"  Alexander  marveled. 
"That's  what  church  and  community  is  all  about." 

Contributions  can  be  marked  for  disaster  relief  and 
sent  to: 

The  Presiding  Bishop's  Fund  for  World  Relief 
c/o  Banker's  Trust  Company 
Box  12043 

Newark,  New  Jersey,  07101 

— Michael  Barwell  is  director  of  communication  for  the  Diocese  of 

Southern  Ohio.  Contributing  to  this  report  were  Kay  Collier-Slone,  editor 
of  The  Advocate,  newspaper  of  the  Diocese  of  Lexington,  and  James  H. 
Thrall,  deputy  director  of  news  and  information  for  the  Episcopal  Church. 


Saint  Mary's  to  Become  Girls'  Preparatory  School 


RALEIGH,  NC  —  Following  the  vision  of  the 
school's  founder,  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Saint 
Mary's  College  and  High  School  today  voted  to 
become  an  all-girls  college  preparatory  school  with 
grades  9-12,  with  an  additional  post-graduate  year. 
College  programs  at  the  school  will  be  phased  out 
and  the  name  will  revert  to  Saint  Mary's  School. 

"Our  goal  is  to  focus  all  our  energies  and 
resources  on  becoming  the  best  preparatory  school 
for  young  women  on  the  East  Coast,"  said  Saint 
Mary's  President  Clauston  Jenkins.  "This  is  a 
decision  which  the  Board  and  administration  have 
contemplated  for  several  years  as  part  of  our  long- 
range  planning.  The  Board  concluded  today  that  we 


could  best  serve  female  students  in  the  eastern  United 
States  by  becoming  exclusively  a  high  school.  We  are 
excited  about  this  new  direction  which  will  position 
Saint  Mary's  as  an  educational  leader  and  build  on 
the  school's  tradition  of  excellence." 

Saint  Mary's  School,  founded  in  1842  by  Rev. 
Aldert  Smedes,  added  a  two-year  college  program  in 
1927.  "In  recent  years,  it  has  become  apparent  there 
is  a  need  for  a  top-notch,  single-gender  prep  school,  a 
role  Saint  Mary's  is  uniquely-equipped  to  fill," 
Jenkins  said. 

Saint  Mary's  emphasis  will  be  on  preparing 
young  women  for  college  through  superior  academic 
programs;  small  classes;  individual  attention;  and  a 


supportive,  collegial  atmosphere  on  the  school's 
historic  campus.  "With  the  growing  number  of 
superb  colleges  and  universities  in  North  Carolina, 
our  intent  is  to  provide  our  students  with  the  level  of 
instruction,  responsibility  and  rich  experience 
needed  to  prepare  them  for  a  successful  four- year 
college  experience,"  Jenkins  said. 

Jenkins  also  announced  commencement  of  the 
public  phase  of  the  $16  million  Saint  Mary's 
development  program  called  "Continuing  the 
Tradition."  "To  date,  we  have  successfully  raised 
more  than  $10  million  and  are  confident  that,  with 
the  school's  new  direction,  we  will  meet  or  exceed 
our  goal." 


r*ss 


urrenT 


APRIL  1997 


Spirituality 

and  Health  Magazine 

Premieres 

(ENS)  Trinity  Church  Wall  Street's  Trinity 
News  team  in  conjunction  with  the  developer  of 
Psychology  Today  and  creator  of  American  Health 
Magazine  T.  George  Harris,  have  announced  the 
premiere  of  a  new  magazine  that  explores 
spirituality,  religion,  and  faith,  and  their 
relationship  to  physical,  emotional,  and 
community  well-being. 

According  to  Harris,  "Spirituality  and  Health 
is  living,  loving  proof  that  we  are  merging  two  of 
the  most  natural,  surprising,  invigorating  aspects 
of  human  life  in  these  closing  years  of  the  20th 
century — scientific  study  and  gut-level  belief." 
For  subscription  information,  write  to  Spirituality 
&  Health,  49  Richmond  Ave.,  Suite  32,  Westport, 
CT,  06880. 


Central  American  Episcopalians  and  Lutherans 
Endorse  Concordat 

(ENS)  Episcopalian  and  Lutheran  leaders  in  Central  America  issued  a  statement  February  19  in  Guatemala 
City  endorsing  the  Concordat  of  Agreement  that  would  establish  full  communion  between  their  partners  in  North 
America,  if  passed  at  national  meetings  this  summer.  Participants  in  the  meeting  shared  information  and  reflected 
on  common  concerns  and  hopes.  "We  found  a  symbol  of  the  signs  of  the  Kingdom  in  the  Concordat  of  Agreement 
between  the  Episcopal  Church  and  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  the  United  States  of  America,"  said  a 
statement  addressed  to  the  presiding  bishops  of  the  two  churches.  "For  this,  we  congratulate  you,  encourage  you 
and  promise  you  our  prayers.  At  the  same  time,  we  want  to  thank  you  for  inspiring  us  and  want  to  inform  you  that 
we  have  also  initiated  our  encounter  to  dialogue  with  the  objective  of  establishing  an  agreement  between  our 
churches  at  the  Central  American  level."  The  statement  was  signed  by  Bishop  Medardo  Gomez,  the  Lutheran 
bishop  of  El  Salvador,  and  Bishop  Armando  Guerra,  the  Episcopal  bishop  of  Guatemala.  In  a  personal  comment, 
Gomez  added  that  "we  get  many  things  from  the  north  that  are  not  helpful.  The  Concordat  model  is  a  helpful  gift  to 
the  Central  American  region." 

Genesis  Series  with  Bill  Moyers  to  be  Rebroadcast 

(ENS)  "Genesis:  A  Living  Conversation"  will  be  rebroadcast  in  its  entirety  beginning  Sunday,  April  27  at  7  pm 
and  continuing  every  Sunday  evening  through  June.  "My  hope  for  the  series  is  that  it  will  encourage  others  ...  to 
read  and  talk  about  the  stories  of  Genesis  for  the  experience  itself,  and  as  a  way  of  opening  one 's  mind  to  what  we 
can  learn  from  each  other,"  Moyers  said.  "This  matters.  The  more  each  of  us  knows  and  understands,  the  better  our 
chances  for  living  purposeful  lives,  creating  strong  families,  building  solid  communities  and  forging  a  more 
tolerant  and  vibrant  democracy."  To  help  people  with  the  formation  of  their  own  groups,  Doubleday  has  published 
"Talking  About  Genesis:  A  Resource  Guide,"  a  175-page  paperback  that  provides  insights,  ideas  and  suggestions 
for  discussion.  Internet  users  can  visit  the  Genesis  Website  at  http://www.pbs.org  or  http://www.wnet.org. 
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New  Beginnings 

New  Beginnings  was  held  at  Trinity  Center  over  a 
glorious  weekend,  March  8-9.  Jr.  High  Students  led 
the  75  youth  in  attendance.  Elizabeth  Hedberg  of  St. 
Timothy's,  Greenville,  acted  as  Shepherd  and  Laura 
Koonce  of  St.  John's,  Fayetteville  was  the  Prayer  and 
Share  Coordinator.  In  small  groups  and  as  a  commu- 
nity, the  youth  shared  talks  and  music  on  family, 
friends  and  our  relationship  with  Christ. 

The  weekend  marked  Susan  and  Rhys  Kear's  last 
time  as  New  Beginnings  Coordinators.  For  three  years 
they  have  served  as  program  planners.  They  have 
shown  tremendous  commitment  and  leadership  for 
which  the  Youth  Commissions  are  grateful.  Their  love 
and  support  has  touched  many  lives. 

In  the  fall  Vicki  and  Richard  Peterson  of  St. 
Timothy's,  Greenville,  will  begin  serving  as  the  new 
coordinators. 

Camp  Trinity 


Susan  and  Rhy  Kear  (far  left  and  far  right),  New 
Beginnings  Coordinators;  Elizabeth  Hedberd  ( left), 
Shepard;  and  Laura  Koonce,  Prayer  and  Share 
Coordinator. 


Carol  Taylor,  Youth  Coordinator,  attended  the  American  Camping  Association  Annual  Conference  in  March. 
Camp  Trinity  was  accredited  for  the  5th  year  by  the  American  Camping  Association  —  a  status  achieved  by  only 
2000  camps  across  the  country  who  have  set  and  uphold  quality  camping  standards  noted  by  the  industry . 

Camp  Trinity  still  has  spaces  for  campers  in  several  camps:  for  boys,  Explorers  I  (June  7-13),  Discoverers  III 
(August  2-8)  and  Discoverers  IV  (August  10-16);  for  girls,  Discoverers  IV  (August  10-16).  Please  register  soon. 
It's  going  to  be  a  great  summer. 

Volunteers  are  still  needed  for  Adventurers  Camp  June  22-26.  Please  contact  Kim  Bennett,  Camp  Registrar  for 
and  application  to  apply  as  a  volunteer. 

Junior  Diocesan  Youth  Event 

An  upcoming  event  for  Junior  High  students  is  planned  for  April  18-20  at  Trinity  Center.  The  theme  for  the 
weekend  will  be  "OUT  OF  DARKNESS. ..LIGHT  WILL  SHINE!"  Come  join  in  a  terrific  weekend.  Registration 
information  is  available  through  parish  youth  advisors.  Registrations  are  due  April  2. 


Ascension  Day 

May  8, 1997 

A  Quiet  Day  at  Trinity  Center 
9  am  -  3  pm 
Nancy  Craig 

Spiritual  Director  and  Meditation  Leader 

After  his  glorious  resurrection  he  openly 
appeared  to  his  disciples,  and  in  their  sight 
ascended  into  heaven,  to  prepare  a  place  for  us; 
that  where  he  is,  there  we  might  also  be,  and  reign 
with  him  in  glory. 

Preface  for  Ascension  Day 

A  Quiet  Day  at  Trinity  Center  is  being  cele- 
brated on  one  of  the  principal  feast  days  of  the 
Church,  which  is  always  held  on  the  sixth  Thursday 
after  Easter  (the  40th  day).  John  12:32  relates  "And 
when  I  am  lifted  up  from  the  earth  I  shall  draw 
everyone  to  myself." 

Nancy  Craig,  OBJN,  the  meditation  leader,  has 
been  active  in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  for  many 
years,  the  last  six  of  those  years  working  with  "A 
Julian  Gathering"  at  St.  Mary's,  Kinston  as  an  oblate 
of  the  order  of  Julian  of  Norwich.  She  is  also  a 
spiritual  director,  friend  and  guide  to  many 
Christians  in  our  Diocese.  Nancy  will  be  available 
for  individual  spiritual  direction  during  free  times 
during  the  day.  There  will  be  time  set  aside  for  quiet 
walks;  meditative  reading  and  individual  prayer. 

The  Quiet  Day  begins  with  Morning  Prayer  and 
Meditation  in  the  Chapel  of  Julian  of  Norwich  at  9 
am.  There  shall  be  additional  meditations,  corporate 
prayer  and  the  Celebration  of  the  Holy  Eucharist  at 
2:30  pm.  The  day  concludes  around  3  pm.  Lunch  is 
provided.  The  cost  of  the  entire  day  is  $  1 0.00 

Please  join  us  by  calling  Trinity  Center,  919/ 
247-5600.  There  are  a  few  rooms  set  aside  for  those 
who  wish  to  come  early,  May  7.  Contact  Jacque 
Mason  at  Trinity  Center  if  you  wish  to  arrive  the 
night  before. 


APRIL  1997 


Cr*ss  Current 


OFFERING 

in  Our  Diocese  and  Beyond 


1997  Calendar 


April  6 
•& 

April  6 
April  13 

April  25 
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May  30 
August  22-24 


Quasimodo  Sunday  at  St.  Thomas',  Ahoskie,  with  the  choir  of 
UNC-Wilmington,  directed  by  Dr.  Joe  Hickman,  presenting  Jephte, 
by  Carissimi,  at  10:30  am.  This  is  the  earliest  known  oratorio  and 
dates  from  the  17th  century.  For  more  information  call  919/332-3263. 

Colin  Andrews  and  Janette  Fishell  play  a  duo  organ  recital, 
Elizabeth  City.  Location  and  time,  TBA. 

ABENDMUSIK  III:  "The  King  of  Instruments  Meets  the 
Instrument  of  Kings"  —  Organist  Colin  Andrews  and  trumpeter 
Britton  Theurer  join  forces  in  this  concert  of  festive  music  for 
organ  and  trumpet  at  5:00  pm  at  St.  Paul's,  Greenville. 

St.  James',  Wilmington,  presents  Bach's  Cantata  No.  4,  Christ  lag 
in  Todesbanden,  performed  by  the  UNC-Wilmington  Chamber 
Singers,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Joe  Hickman,  at  12:10  pm. 

St.  James',  Wilmington,  presents  a  Cantata  for  Bass,  Organ,  and 
Two  Baroque  Trumpets,  by  G.F,  Telemann,  at  12: 10  pm. 
Performers  are  Barry  Bauguess,  Baroque  trumpet;  David  Williams, 
bass;  and  Candace  Williams,  organ. 

The  Annual  Conference  on  Church  Music  at  Trinity  Center,  with 
Marilyn  Keiser.  This  conference  is  sponsored  by  the  Joint 
Commissions  on  Liturgy  and  Music  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina. 
More  information  will  be  forthcoming. 


The  Joint  Commission  on  Liturgy  and  Music  would  like  for  this  to  be  an  ongoing 
calendar  of  musical  offerings  in  our  diocese  and  beyond  that  are  available  to  all.  If 
you  would  like  to  have  events  in  your  parish  listed,  please  send  these  to  Mrs.  Betsy 
Overton,  Rt.  1,  Box  254,  Aulander,  NC  27805.  The  calendar  will  be  updated  with 
each  edition  of  Cross  Current. 


JKg  f~>*  Parish  * 

9rm-ups- 

Favors 

If  I  do  one, 
am  I  owed  none? 
If  I'm  done  one, 
Do  I  owe  some? 

Can 't  we  share 
without  keeping  score? 
"I'll  give  less  until  I  get  more!" 
or 

"I'll  take  less  until  I  give  more!" 

What 's  a  pass 
without  a  receiver? 
With  none  who  '11  take. 
What  good 's  a  giver? 

Cheerful  donors 
receive  God 's  affection. 
Greet  grace 

with  gracious  discretion.  .  . 
with  no  thought  to 
your  scale 's  descent  or  ascension 
and 

no  strings  attached 
in  either  direction. 

—  anonymous 

Parish  Pin-ups  is  a  regular  feature  of  Cross  Current.  Scan  you  church  bulletin  boards, 
bulletins  and  newsletters  and  submit  your  pin-ups  to  the  editor. 
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V  Calendar 


April 

Convention  Committee  Meeting,  Diocesan  House,  10:30  am  8 
David  Stout's  Ordination  to  the  Diaconate,  St.  Paul's,  Greenville,  7  pm  9 

Grace  Church,  Whiteville,  Youth  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  11-12 

Wardens'  Conference,  Trinity  Center  11-12 

Trinity  Board  of  Visitors,  Trinity  Center  2-13 

Communication  Workshop,  Diocesan  House,  9:30-12:30  14 

Cross  Current  Deadline  16 

Junior  Diocesan  Youth  Event  (D.Y.E.),  Trinity  Center  18-20 

Retired  Clergy,  Spouses  &  Widows  Conference,  Trinity  Center  21-22 

Cursillo,  Trinity  Center  23-27 
David  Davis'  Ordination  to  the  Diaconate, 

Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville,  7  pm  26 

Christ  Church,  New  Bern,  Puerto  Rican  Ministry,  Trinity  Center  28 

Annual  ECW  Meeting,  St.  Mary's,  Kinston,  9  am  regsitration  29 

Holy  Trinity,  Hamsptead,  Parish  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  2-4 

All  Saints',  Southern  Shores,  2nd  Annivesary  4 

St.  James,  Wilmington,  ECW  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  4-5 

Regional  DOCC  Training,  Trinity  Center  5-9 

Quiet  Day,  Trinity  Center  8 

Christ  Church,  Hope  Mills,  Parish  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  9-11 

Clergy  &  Family  Day,  Diocesan  House,  10  am  -  lunch  10 

Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  10  am  13 

St.  Paul's,  Wilmington,  Parish  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  16-18 

Christ  Church,  New  Bern,  EFM  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  17 

Groundbreaking,  St.  Paul's,  Greenville  18 

Web  Simons' Retirement  18 

Executive  Council,  Diocesan  House,  9:30  am  23 

St.  Paul's  Beaufort/Thompson  Children  Home,  Trinity  Center  23-25 

Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville,  Parish  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  23-25 

Small  Church  Leadership  Conference,  Trinity  Center  27-30 

The  Bishops'  Visitation  Schedules 


Bishop  Sanders 

Apr.  6  St.  Paul's,  Vanceboro 

Apr.  13  St.  Augustine's,  Kinston 

Apr.  20  Christ  Church,  New  Bern 

Apr.  27  St.  Thomas',  Windsor 

May  4  St.  Timothy's,  Greenvill 

May  1 1  St.  Paul's,  Vanceboro 

May  18  Washington-Tyrell  Ministries 

May  25  St.  Stephen's,  Goldsboro 

June  1  Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville 

June  8  St.  Thomas',  Oriental 

Bishop  Daniel 

Apr.  6  St.  Andrew's,  Morehead  City 

Apr.  13  St.  Paul's,  Wilmington 

Apr.  20  St.  John's,  Wilmington 

Apr.  27  St.  Paul's,  Edenton 

May  4  Christ  Church,  Elizabeth  City 

May  1 1  Holy  Innocents',  Moss  Hill 

May  18  St.  Paul's,  Greenville 

May  25  St.  Francis',  Bogue  Banks 

June  1  Trininty,  Chocowinity 

June  8  St.  Mary's,  Gatesville 
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Diocese  of  East  Carolina 


Sharing  the  good  news  of  Episcopalians  in  East  Carolina  keeping  the  Cross  current  in  their  daily  lives. 

MAY  1997 


Full  House  Gathers  to  Celebrate  the  Life  of  Bishop  Wright 

by  Alicia  Alford 


Close  to  700  people 
gathered  at  St.  James  in 
Wilmington  on  April 
30  for  a 
memorial 
service  for 
the  Right 
Rev.  Thomas 
Henry 

Wright,  D.D., 
the  fourth 
Bishop  of 
the  Diocese 
of  East 
Carolina. 

Filled  with  music,  psalms,  and  scripture  readings, 
the  service  celebrated  life. 

"It  was  very  much  about  resurrection,"  said 
one  attendee. 

"I  think  there  were  some  people  who  were  sad 
because  they  knew  the  man  and  he  was  a  part  of 
their  spiritual  journey  and  they  were  reflecting  on 
that,"  said  Cookie  Cantwell.  "But  with  the  music, 
it  was  uplifting.  There  was  a  real  feeling  of  joy 
and  celebration." 

According  to  Cantwell,  the  diversity  of  the 


Bishop  Wright  beside  a  rice  paddy 
in  Japan. 


congregation  reflected  Bishop  Wright's  life  and 
his  service  in  this  diocese.  There  were  people 
from  across  the  diocese,  and  the  clergy  were  well 
represented. 

The  Rev.  Charlie  VonRosenberg,  Rector  of  St. 
James,  led  the  service.  The  Rev.  Janet  Tarbox, 
Assistant  Rector  of  St.  James;  the  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton 
Daniel,  3rd,  Bishop  Coadjutor  of  the  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina;  and  the  Rt.  Rev.  Henry  Parsley, 
Bishop  of  Alabama,  read  the  scripture  readings. 
The  Rt.  Rev.  Robert  Estill,  retired  Bishop  of  the 
Diocese  of  North  Carolina,  and  the  Rt.  Rev. 
Fitzsimmons  Allison,  retired  Bishop  of  the 
Diocese  of  South  Carolina,  took  part  in  the 
procession.  The  Rt.  Rev.  Sidney  Sanders,  Bishop 
of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  prayed  over 
Bishop  Wright's  ashes  in  a  service  that  was  held  in 
the  side  yard  of  the  church.  Following  a  reception 
hosted  by  the  ladies  of  St.  James,  the  family  held  a 
private  committal  and  Bishop  Wright's  ashes  were 
placed  under  the  altar. 

Bishop  Wright,  a  native  of  Wilmington  died 
on  April  26,  1997.  He  had  been  in  a  nursing  home 
at  Porter's  Neck  for  just  under  three  years.  He  was 
92  years  old. 

When  Wright  became  bishop  of  the  Diocese  of 


Bishop  Tom  Wright  and  his  wife  Hannah. 

East  Carolina  on  October  5,  1945,  he  was  the 
youngest  bishop  ever  consecrated  in  the  Episcopal 
Church.  The  sole  nominee  for  the  office,  Wright 
was  consecrated  in  St.  James  Church.  He  served 
as  Bishop  from  1945  until  1973. 

Bishop  Wright's  episcopacy  was  marked  by  the 
genuine  care  and  concern  he  felt  for  other  people. 

"He  had  a  deep  love  of  the  clergy,  their 
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Committee  Announces  Slate  of  Four  Candidates  for  Presiding  Bishop 


by  James  Solheim  and  James  H.  Thrall 

(ENS)  It  is  now  official — the  Joint 
Nominating  Committee  today  released  a  slate  of 
four  nominees  for  election  as  presiding  bishop  of 
the  Episcopal  Church. 

The  four  bishops  nominated  are:  Frank 
Griswold  III  of  Chicago,  Robert  Rowley,  Jr.  of 
Northwestern  Pennsylvania,  Richard  Shimpfky  of 
El  Camino  Real  (California),  and  Don  Wimberly 
of  Lexington  (Kentucky). 

The  election  will  take  place  in  the  House  of 
Bishops  July  21  during  the  church's  General 
Convention  in  Philadelphia  and  must  be  confirmed 
by  the  House  of  Deputies. 

In  commenting  on  the  work  of  the  committee, 
completed  during  its  final  meeting  April  10-13  in 
Delray  Beach,  FL,  co-chairs  Katherine  Tyler  Scott 
of  Indianapolis  and  Bishop  Calvin  Scofield  of 
Southeast  Florida  said  in  a  joint  statement,  "We 


are  grateful  for  all  of  the  prayers  of  the  church  as 
we  have  engaged  in  our  work  and  for  those  who 
submitted  to  this  process  of  discernment.  We  are 
offering  the  names  of  four  individuals  whom  we 
believe  possess  the  mass  qualities  and  abilities  for 
this  uniquely  important  calling." 

During  a  two-year  process  that  was  marked  by 
its  confidentiality,  the  29-member  committee 
developed  broad  criteria  for  the  office,  under- 
scoring the  canonical  requirement  that  the  presiding 
bishop  "shall  be  the  chief  pastor  and  primate  of  the 
church."  The  committee  also  emphasized  the 
presiding  bishop's  "responsibility  for  leadership  in 
initiating  and  developing  the  policy  and  strategy  of 
the  church  and,  as  chair  of  the  Executive  Council  of 
General  Convention." 

Scofield  said  after  an  earlier  meeting  of  the 
committee  that  the  nominating  process  differs  from 


the  past  because  all  those  whose  names  are  offered 
as  nominees  now  undergo  the  background  checks 
required  of  all  active  clergy  and  others  in 
leadership  roles  in  the  church.  The  General 
Convention  also  reduced  the  term  from  12  years  to 
nine. 

It  is  still  possible  that  other  candidates  could  be 
nominated  "from  the  floor"  but  they  would  be  sub- 
ject to  the  same  background  check  before  their 
names  could  be  offered  to  the  House  of  Bishops. 

Nominees  reflect  broad  experience 

The  four  nominees  for  the  office  are  marked  by 
broad  experience  in  the  church  and  the  world. 

Griswold  is  a  graduate  of  Harvard  and  Oxford 
Universities  and  attended  the  General  Theological 
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Bishop's 


Letter 


My  Dear  Sisters  and  Brothers  in  Christ: 

One  of  my  favorite  passages  in  the  gospels  is  when  a  group  of 
men  bring  a  paralytic  to  Jesus  for  healing,  and  amazingly  Jesus 
looks  down  at  the  paralytic  and  says,  "Rise,  take  up  your  bed  and 
walk.  Their  faith  has  made  you  well."  In  other  words,  the  man 
was  not  dependent  on  his  faith  for  healing,  but  the  faith  of  the  men 
who  brought  him,  the  faith  of  the  community. 

Perhaps  no  passage  of  scripture  has  had  more  influence  on  my 
own  theology.  Once  again,  it  stresses  not  our  independence,  but 
our  interdependence.  Once  again,  it  lets  us  know  that  our 
wholeness  comes  from  the  strength  of  God  and  the  faith  of  the 
community  that  produced  us.  We  have  very  little  to  do  with  it 
ourselves. 

The  passage  spoke  to  me  deeply  when  I  was  diagnosed  with 
lung  cancer  a  few  years  ago,  for  how  do  I  get  more  faith?  Maybe 
even  enough  faith  to  make  me  well.  By  trying  harder?  Then  faith 
simply  becomes  "work."  No,  faith  is  a  gift  from  God  and  from  the 
community.  We  do  not  earn  it  in  and  of  ourselves.  It  is  ours, 
freely  given. 

But  if  community  faith  can  so  easily  heal  and  bring  wholeness, 
can  it  not  as  easily  destroy?  Do  you  and  I  live  during  a  time  when 
ALL  communities  refuse  to  accept  responsibility  for  their  children, 
and  our  community  is  having  to  live  with  their  lostness  and 
despair?  Would  you  like  to  make  it  better?  If  you  really  want  to, 
all  you  can  possibly  do  is  try. 


Faithfully, 


At 


B.  Sidney  Sanders,  Bishop 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina 
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families  and  the  people  he  served,"  says  Bishop  Sanders. 

"'When  you  were  with  him  you  felt  you  were  the  only  person  on  the  face 
of  the  earth,"  reflects  Cookie  Cantwell.  "He  was  deeply  interested  in  you, 
your  thoughts  and  your  concerns.  He  made  you  feel  very  special  and  very 
loved." 

Bishop  Wright's  influence  spanned  far  beyond  the  boundaries  of  East 
Carolina.  In  Liberia  he  confirmed  125  people  under  the  watchful  eye  of  a 
witch  doctor  in  an  elaborate  costume.  In  Okinawa,  he  visited  a  leper  colony, 
accepting  an  invitation  to  stay  for  lunch.  He  went  to  Vietnam  during  the  war 
to  work  with  chaplains  there.  He  was  in  General  William  Westmoreland's 
headquarters  when  the  base  was  bombed  and  13  people  killed.  Bishop  Wright 
was  a  personal  friend  of  General  John  A.  LeJeune,  the  World  War  I  Marine 
for  whom  Camp  LeJeune  in  Jacksonville,  NC  is  named. 

Bishop  Wright  attended  three  Lambeth  Conferences  which  are  held  every 
ten  years  at  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury's  Palace  in  London.  He  served  for 
six  years  as  chairman  of  National  Church's  Oversees  Department,  which 
included  virtually  every  province  of  the  Anglican  Communion.  He  later 
served  as  chairman  of  the  Inter- Anglican  Mutual  Responsibility  Commission. 
He  was  beloved  and  respected  world-wide. 

During  the  memorial  service,  Bishop  Daniel  was  wearing  Bishop  Wright's 
cross.  The  cross,  as  well  as  Daniel  bishop's  ring,  was  a  consecration  gift  from 
Bishop  and  Hannah  Wright.  To  some  attending  the  memorial  service  this  was 
symbolic  of  Bishop  Wright's  life  —  he  gave  away  his  gifts  so  others  were 
empowered  to  served. 

Bishop  Wright  is  a  part  of  the  history  and  tradition  of  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina.  For  his  life  we  are  grateful. 


Correction 


In  the  April  issue,  "Without  a  Doubt,"  an  article  by  the  Rev.  Lee  Cutair, 
was  reprinted  from  The  Moorings,  which  was  incorrectly  identified  as 
the  newsletter  of  St.  Thomas,  Bath.  The  Moorings  is  the  newletter  of  St. 
Thomas,  Oriental. 
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Immersed  in  Anglicanism,  Stout  Returns  to  NC 

by  Mary  Kathryn  Thornton 


The  Rev.  David  Stout,  a  new  transitional 
deacon  in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  has 
happily  adapted  to  life  Down  East,  where  he 
assists  at  St.  Paul's,  Beaufort.  David  was  ordained 
as  Deacon  on  April  9,  1997,  at  St.  Paul's, 
Greenville,  and  will  graduate  from  Duke 
University  Divinity  School  in  May. 

In  the  year  before  his  graduation.  David  saw 
everyday  life  and  the  church  from  a  different 
perspective  as  he  adapted  to  English  life,  culture, 
accents  and  humor.  In  1995  through  an  interview 
process,  David  was  selected  to  serve  for  a  year 
under  the  mentorship  of  the  Very  Reverend  John 
A.  Simpson,  the  Dean  of  Canterbury  Cathedral. 
Simpson  is  the  Cathedral's  administrator 
overseeing  200  full  time  employees  and  500 
volunteers. 

In  a  recent  interview  David  said  that,  during 
his  first  few  weeks  at  Canterbury,  Anglicanism  and 
history  overwhelmed  him.  It  was  very  humbling 
to  walk  in  a  place  where  thousands  of  people  had 
walked  before.  He  was  especially  in  awe  when  he 
walked  up  the  steps  of  the  side  transept,  which 
were  worn  down  by  the  knees  of  pilgrims  who  had 
made  faith  pilgrimages. 

Canterbury,  considered  the  "Mother  Church," 
is  the  focal  point  of  many  millions  of  Anglicans 
around  the  world.  Even  though  Anglicans  and 
Episcopalians  in  various  countries  may  revise  their 
prayer  books  to  suit  their  cultures,  Canterbury 
holds  them  all  together  on  common  ground. 

During  the  year  David  was  at  Canterbury,  he 
lived  within  the  Cathedral  walls.  Since  only 
people  attached  to  the  Cathedral  live  within  these 
precincts,  they  enjoy  a  kind  of  family  environment, 
and  he  felt  cloistered  in  a  positive  way. 

Because  the  Dean  and  Chapter  observed  a 
monastic  rule  which  included  attendance  at  the 
daily  services  of  matins  (7:30  am)  and  evensong 
(5:30  pm),  David  was  required  to  attend  both  those 
services  and  sometimes  the  services  between.  On 
Sundays,  there  were  five  services  in  which  he 
participated.  Some  of  his  most  memorable 
experiences  were  serving  in  the  Great  Easter  Vigil, 
Easter  Day,  and  Christmas  Day  services. 

David's  time  at  Canterbury  was  divided  into 
three  separate  areas.  These  included  participating 
in  the  Cathedral  services,  working  in  the  different 
Cathedral  departments,  and  being  tutored  in 
Anglicanism  by  Dean  John  Simpson. 

David  helped  to  schedule  tours  for  the  many 
visitors  to  the  cathedral  as  he  worked  in  the  Visits 
Department.  He  also  spent  time  working  in 
Pastoral  Care. 

It  was  the  Education  Department  that  he  enjoy- 
ed most.  In  England,  religious  education  is  taught 
in  the  public  schools,  and  every  morning  the 
schools  have  a  devotional,  a  teaching  lesson,  and  a 
prayer.  David  assisted  the  director  in  visiting  local 
schools  to  lead  seminars  with  the  children. 

Since  Canterbury  Cathedral  serves  as  a 
resource  center  for  all  schools  in  the  county  of 
Kent,  programs  and  special  events  are  planned 
there  for  children.  A  building  in  the  education 
wing  of  the  Cathedral  is  set  up  for  teaching  school 


children  who  come  for  a  day's  visit.  There  they 
may  learn  calligraphy  or  pretend  to  be  stone- 
masons or  build  arches.  To  make  these  tours  for 
children  more  meaningful,  the  Education 
Department  provides  miniature  monk  outfits  for 
them  to  wear.  David  says  that  it  was  most 
amusing  to  enter  an  archway  and  suddenly  come 
upon  20  to  30  midget  monks  in  brown  robes  with 
hoods  and  ropes  around  their  waists. 

Dean  Simpson  tutored  David  in  the  Oxford 
University  style.  The  Dean  would  assign  David  an 
essay  topic  on  history,  theology,  or  liturgy  that 
David  then  had  to  research  on  his  own.  Fortunate- 
ly, Christ  Church  College  Library  was  located 
nearby. 

When  the  researched  essay  was  ready  to  be 
presented,  David  would  go  to  the  Deanery  where 
he  would  stand  and  read  his  paper  to  the  Dean, 
who  then  would  tell  him  what  was  right  or  wrong. 
He  was  assigned  about  three  long  research  papers 
a  month.  This  intense,  individual  tutoring  was 
strenuous,  but  successful,  since  David  recently 
passed  all  7  areas  of  the  four-day  General 
Ordination  Exam. 

An  extraordinary  pleasure  for  David  was  an 
invitation  to  spend  Christmas  Eve  night  in  the  Old 
Palace  at  Canterbury  with  Archbishop  George 
Carey  and  his  family.  He  shared  sandwiches  in  the 
kitchen  that  busy  evening  and  enjoyed  a  tradition- 
al English  Christmas  dinner  on  Christmas  Day. 
The  Old  Palace  is  the  former  residence  of  all 
archbishops.  Because  the  Archbishop  now  resides 
at  Lambeth  Palace  in  London,  the  Old  Palace  is 
home  to  the  Archbishop  when  he  is  in  Canterbury. 

David  also  had  the  opportunity  to  visit  France 
and  Belgium  with  Dean  Simpson  and  his  family 
and  to  attend  the  General  Synod  in  London.  If 
there  were  no  obligations,  David  did  get  one  day 
off  each  week,  and  for  fun,  he  liked  to  go  to 
London.  There  he  usually  visited  a  friend,  Jim 
Rosenthal,  publisher  of  Anglican  Communion, 
who  offered  his  extra  bedroom.  His  flat  is  behind 
Westminster  Abbey  and  is  rented  from  the  writer 
Susan  Howatch,  who  lives  next  door.  Another 
friend  often  provided  a  ticket  to  the  London 
Symphony  Orchestra  performances. 

David  grew  up  in  Indiana  and  came  to  Duke  in 
1989.  After  three  semesters  in  seminary,  he  felt 
the  need  to  test  his  calling  and  withdrew.  For  four 
years  he  worked  with  Skybox  International,  a 
trading  card  manufacturer.  He  delighted  in  his 
work,  flying  around  the  country  and  meeting 
clients  and  celebrities  who  were  featured  on  the 
trading  cards.  Although  he  was  promoted  to 
Account  Manager  to  oversee  sixty-three  distribu- 
tors of  the  cards,  his  friends  at  work  often 
questioned  him  about  going  into  the  ministry. 

In  Durham  he  met  the  Rev.  C.  Thomas 
Midyette  III  and  the  Rev.  Tom  Cure,  both  now  at 
St.  Paul's,  Greenville.  After  much  prayer  and 
discussion,  he  returned  to  Duke,  and  it  was 
through  the  Duke  Divinity  School/Canterbury 
program  that  he  went  to  England. 

When  asked  how  the  year  at  Canterbury 
helped  shape  him  for  ministry,  David  replied  that 


theologically  it  helped  him  see  the  many  different 
aspects  to  Anglicanism  and  the  ways  of 
worshipping.  His  views  of  the  world  broadened; 
the  world  is  a  lot  bigger  place  to  him  now  that  he 
has  looked  at  it  from  a  different  perspective. 

Socially  he  changed  in  that  he  was  pushed  to 
talk  and  communicate.  He  began  to  feel 
comfortable  with  all  sorts  of  people  and  to  enjoy 
social  contacts.  Dinners  in  England,  he  learned, 
were  extended  meals  for  conversation  and  the 
pleasure  of  being  with  one  another.  Rarely  were 
these  dinners  less  than  four  hours  long,  so  he 
began  to  adjust  to  a  rhythm  different  from  his 
American  life  as  a  job-holding  student.  He  also 
adjusted  to  sitting  still  and  calmly  for  the  many 
services  in  which  he  was  required  to  participate. 

As  David  looks  back  at  the  year  of  internship, 
he  says,  "The  Dean  shaped  me.  I  see  God's  hand 
in  taking  me  to  England."  In  the  mentoring 
situation  with  Dean  Simpson,  he  was  intensely 
immersed  in  Anglicanism  and  groomed  for 
studying  and  participating  and  working  with 
people.  The  Dean  treated  David  like  a  son  and 
always  included  him  in  the  Sunday  lunches  at  the 
Deanery  where  there  were  always  interesting 
guests  and  a  feeling  of  something  different  and 
exciting. 

As  much  as  he  enjoyed  his  experience,  David 
says  he  was  eager  to  return  home  at  the  end  of  his 
internship.  While  occasionally  he  misses  the 
whole  rhythm  of  the  Canterbury  experience  and 
certainly  the  friends  he  made,  David  is  enthusiastic 
about  his  work  under  the  Rev.  Matthew  Stockard 
in  Beaufort.  He  says  that  Stockard  is  helping  him 
make  the  transition  from  Anglicanism  to  being  an 
Eastern  North  Carolina  Episcopalian. 

Some  day  in  his  future  when  he  is  a  priest  with 
a  church  of  his  own,  he  thinks  it  would  be  a  great 
adventure  to  swap  parishes  for  a  month  or  so  with 
a  priest  in  England  or  Africa.  Not  only  would  he 
enjoy  another  adventure  abroad,  but  also  with  a 
more  global  perspective  of  Anglicanism,  he  thinks 
both  congregations  would  benefit. 


110  Mile  Pilgrimage  Focuses  on  Farmworker  Conditions 

by  Ron  Huskey 


"Just  carry  a  cross."  That's  all  that  was  asked 
of  the  marchers  for  the  1997  Pilgrimage,  from 
Clinton  to  Raleigh,  sponsored  by  the  Carolina 
Interfaith  Task  Force  on  Central  America 
(C1TGA).  The  inarch  began  on  March  23,  Palm 
Sunday.  It  ended  on  the  capital  steps  on  Good 
Friday.  March  28,  when  the  approximately  one 
hundred  people  who  began  in  Clinton  joined 
another  hundred  or  more  who  had  started  in 
Garner  that  morning. 

The  crosses  weren't  heavy  but  the  issues 
covered  at  the  Way  of  the  Cross  in  Raleigh  were 
issues  of  extending  our  friendship  to  Hispanic 
farm  workers  and  their  families;  issues  of 
NAFTA  in  Mexico,  and  the  embarrassment  of 
the  School  of  the  Americas  taught  by  the  U.S. 
Army. 

Most  of  the  Pilgrimage  Walk  was  led  by  Gail 
Phares  who,  "emulates"  Nicaraguan  Father 
Miguel  D'Escoto  who  in  1986  prayed  and  fasted 
for  40  days  in  order  to  bring  attention  to  the 
plight  of  the  Nicaraguan  people.  At  the  end  of 
his  forty  day  fast,  he  walked  from  Northern 
Nicaragua  to  Managua,  the  capital  and  center  of 
corrupt  government  and  military  rule. 

Father  D'Escoto's  passive  resistance  was 
joined  by  thousands  of  people  before  he  reached 
Nicaragua.  A  prayer  for  peace  and  justice  was 
spoken  through  the  force  of  marching  people. 

The  1997  Pilgrimage  began  with  a  mass  at 
the  Immaculate  Conception  Catholic  Church  in 
Clinton  for  the  Migrant  Workers  on  Palm 
Sunday.  "Jesus"  led  about  three  hundred  people 
on  a  small  trek  through  downtown  Clinton  with  a 
donkey. 

On  Monday,  March  24,  Ms.  Phares,  and  Dr. 
Gary  and  Mrs.  Margaret  Howe,  with  their 
children  Maya  2 1 ,  Bemadette  8,  and  two  month 
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Seminary.  Following  his  ordination  in  1963,  he 
served  parishes  in  the  Diocese  of  Pennsylvania. 
He  was  elected  bishop  coadjutor  in  the  Diocese  of 
Chicago  in  1984  and  assumed  office  as  diocesan 
bishop  in  1987.  He  serves  as  chair  of  the  Standing 
Liturgical  Commission  and  co-chair  of  the  Angli- 
can-Roman Catholic  Dialogue  in  the  United  States. 

Rowley  is  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Pitts- 
burgh, George  Washington  University  and  Episco- 
pal Seminary  of  the  Southwest.  Admitted  to  the 
Pennsylvania  bar  in  1965,  he  served  in  the  US 
Navy  in  the  Pacific  but  resigned  his  commission  to 
attend  seminary.  Following  his  ordination,  he 
served  parishes  in  Hawaii  before  accepting  a  call  to 
the  staff  in  the  Diocese  of  Bethlehem.  He  was 
elected  bishop  coadjutor  in  the  Diocese  of 
Northwestern  Pennsylvania  in  1989  and  became  a 


old  Veronica,  carried  by  Mom  or  Dad,  departed 
Clinton  on  foot,  bound  for  Newton  Grove,  home 
of  the  Episcopal  Farmworkers  Ministry.  Others 
who  joined  the  core  group  were  Patrick  O'Neil 
and  Mary  Ryder. 

En  route  to  Raleigh,  overnight  stops  included 
Newton  Grove,  Dunn,  Benson,  Fuquay-Varina 
and  Garner  —  all  areas  highly  populated  by 
Hispanic  Farmworkers. 

The  Way  of  the  Cross  commenced  at  the 
capital  and  fourteen  stations  with  fourteen 
different  issues  were  matched.  For  example, 
Jesus  speaks  to  the  Women  of  Jerusalem  — 
issue:  The  impact  of  neo-liberalism  on  women 
and  children;  Jesus  nailed  to  the  Cross  —  issue: 
the  Impact  on  Hispanics  of  the  Crack/Contra 
incident  by  the  CIA.  Twelve  more  issues  of  vital 
importance  to  the  Hispanic  Community  were 
discussed  at  the  other  stations. 

Ms.  Phares  emphasized  that  the  CITGA 
organization  needs  to  get  the  community 
involved,  so  that  local  leaders  will  spread  the 
message  about  the  Hispanic  people. 

At  the  farmworkers  office  in  Benson  a 
mixture  of  local  people  and  Hispanics  was  quite 
evident,  and  a  friendly  discussion  lasted  an  hour 
and  a  half.  First,  as  an  introduction,  the  names 
of  all  those  present  were  asked.  Then,  with  Ms. 
Phares  and  several  others  as  interpreters,  the 
Hispanics  voiced  complaints  and  issues  they 
deemed  most  important. 

Puerto  Ricans  expressed  their  dissatisfaction 
at  the  unfairness  of  the  minimum  wage,  which  is 
about  one  dollar  less  in  Puerto  Rico  than  it  is 
here. 

Nicaraguans  explained  that  they  must  come 
through  Mexico  to  get  to  the  U.S.,  and  the  red 
tape  is  bogging  them  down.  A  Mexican  man 


diocesan  bishop  in  1991.  He  chaired  the 
committee  for  dialogue  on  the  canon  on  women  in 
the  priesthood. 

Shimpfky  is  a  graduate  of  the  University  of 
Colorado  and  Virginia  Theological  Seminary.  He 
served  parishes  in  the  Dioceses  of  Virginia  and 
Newark  before  election  as  diocesan  bishop  for  El 
Camino  Real  (California)  in  1990.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Presiding  Bishop's  Council  of  Advice; 
served  on  the  committee  to  study  human  sexuality; 
and  is  convener  of  the  General  Convention's 
Standing  Commission  on  Stewardship  and 
Development. 

Wimberly  is  a  graduate  of  Louisiana  State 
University  and  attended  its  law  school.  He 
graduated  from  Virginia  Theological  Seminary  and 
was  ordained  in  1971,  served  a  parish  in  the 
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Leaving  Immaculate  Conception  Catholic  Church 
in  Benson.  Approximately  300  walkers  follow 
"Christ"  on  the  pilgrimage. 


told  of  swimming  the  Rio  Grande  three  times  to 
get  into  the  U.S.  and  his  fears  that  he  can't  do  it 
again  if  he  has  to  return  to  his  mother  country. 

It  was  quite  clear  that  all  the  Hispanics  are 
focused  on  one  issue  —  a  better  way  of  life  with 
an  economic  increase.  They  know  the  poverty 
back  home,  and  they  want  their  families  to  rise 
above  the  suffering  of  semi-slavery  —  even  with 
the  quality  of  homes  they  have  in  North 
Carolina.  All  of  the  men  and  women  gathered 
had  taken  risks  to  come  to  North  Carolina  to 
work. 

Among  the  many  messages  of  the  march,  the 
message  Jesus  spoke  was  clear:  "I  was  hungry 
and  you  gave  me  bread."  That's  what  we  do 
when  we  aid  the  Hispanic  population.  Our 
diocese  is  doing  that  with  the  Episcopal 
Farmworkers  Ministry  in  Newton  Grove  and  San 
Mateo  in  Yeatesville. 

Diocese  of  Kansas  and  was  called  to  be  dean  of 
St.  John's  Cathedral  in  Jacksonville,  Florida.  He 
was  elected  bishop  coadjutor  of  the  Diocese  of 
Lexington  in  1985.  He  has  served  on  the 
Executive  Council  and  chaired  its  Administration 
and  Finance  Committee.  He  also  served  on  the 
Program,  Budget  and  Finance  Committee  for 
General  Convention. 

Bishop  Roger  White  of  Milwaukee  and  Bishop 
Peter  James  Lee  of  Virginia  were  interviewed  by 
members  of  the  committee  but  withdrew  from  the 
process  in  the  final  weeks. 

— James  Solheim  is  director  of  news  and 
information  and  James  H.  Thrall  is  deputy 
director. 
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Embark  on  a  Sound  to  Sea  Adventure 


(EDITOR'S  NOTE:  Rowan  County  fifth  graders 
from  Hurley,  Cleveland,  Landis,  and  Knollwood 
Elementary  Schools  used  their  recreation  and 
journal  times  to  write  and  revise  this  article  which 
appeared  in  the  Environmental  Education 
Supplement  of  the  News  &  Observer  on  Sunday, 
April  20.  Trinity  Center  was  the  only  non-profit 
religious  organization  represented  in  the 
supplement.) 

Can  you  imagine  dissecting  a  squid?  Well  77 
of  us  Rowan  County  5th  graders  did  just  that  at 
Trinity  Center  on  Bogue  Banks  as  part  of  the 
Sound  to  Sea  program  March  19-21.  We  also 
explored  the  maritime  forest,  sound,  pond,  and 
beach  because  we  wanted  to  learn,  have  fun,  get 
along  in  groups  and  get  ideas  for  our  important 
marine  study  project. 

During  our  stay  at  Trinity  Center,  we  had  tons 
of  food.  In  fact,  when  we  got  here,  the  first  thing 
we  did  was  eat  lunch.  "I  tell  you,  it's  like  being  at 
a  four-star  restaurant,"  said  ten-year-old  student 
Kyle  Ward.  But  instead  of  having  waiters,  we 
were  "waitrons"  and  served  the  food  ourselves. 
"I  helped  set  the  tables,"  said  ten-year-old  Cole 
Campbell,  "and  I  served  food  to  my  table  and 
cleaned  everything  up."  At  each  meal,  a  different 
person  at  the  table  helped  out. 

The  activities  at  Sound  to  Sea  were 
suspenseful.  We  got  to  walk  in  the  sound;  study 
the  salt  marsh;  and  dissect  squid.  The  backbone- 
like "pen"  of  the  squid  "felt  like  plastic,"  observed 
eleven-year-old  Bryan  Duggan,  "but  it  wasn't." 


We  even  got  to  write  our  initials  with  squid  ink. 
We  also  went  to  the  freshwater  pond  and  caught 
mosquito  fish,  dragonfly  nymphs,  and  other 
specimens.  During  beach  and  salt  marsh  classes, 
it  was  cold  in  the  water  because  it  was  breezy. 
Evening  programs  were  cool  and  neat.  We  saw 
live  birds  of  prey;  tested  airplanes  during  "First  in 
Flight";  and  learned  about  slavery  during  "The 
Underground  Railroad."  There  were  so  many 
activities  that  we  couldn't  agree  on  a  favorite. 

One  afternoon  we  left  Bogue  Banks  and 
headed  to  Shackleford  Banks  on  the  Mystery  Tour 
boat.  We  saw  wild  ponies  and  collected  some 
extaordinary  shells,  like  whelk  shells  as  big  as 
your  fist.  It  was  an  unforgettable  boat  trip. 

Most  every  kid  agrees  that  the  well-built 
cabins  at  Trinity  Center  were  an  A+.  "The  cabins 
have  almost  everything  that  a  kid  could  want," 
said  ten-year-old  Hoke  Shirley.  Some  kids  liked 
to  sit  on  the  back  porch  and  look  at  the  sound, 
while  others  enjoyed  lying  on  their  beds  and 
thinking  about  the  day's  activities.  It  wasn't 
always  easy  living  with  our  classmates,  but  when 
we  were  quiet,  it  was  relaxing. 

Our  teachers  like  Trinity  Center,  too.  They 
have  brought  their  Rowan-Salisbury  school 
students  to  the  coast  since  1988.  "Trinity  Center 
is  a  beautiful  place,"  said  teacher  Karen  Kehr. 
"Each  year  we  come  to  the  camp,  our  students 
have  three  full  days  of  wonderful  activities.  We 
take  back  with  us  memories,  new  friendships,  and 
hands-on  knowledge  of  our  coastal  environment." 


Fifth  graders  study  squid  at  Trinity  Center. 

This  was  an  important  trip  for  us  to  take 
because  it  helps  us  to  understand  coastal  marine 
life  and  there  was  something  for  everyone.  "I 
might  do  my  marine  study  project  on  sea  lettuce," 
said  ten-year-old  Laura  Hoffner.  "I  never  knew  it 
existed  before,"  she  continued.  "It's  slimy.  I  want 
to  know  how  it  grows  because  its  just  floats  there 
and  its  not  attached  to  anything." 

We  learned  a  lot  about  plants,  animals, 
teamwork  and  cooperation.  "If  you  don't  have 
teamwork,  you  can't  get  stuff  done,"  said  ten-year- 
old  Josh  Farmer.  All  in  all,  we  discovered  that 
teamwork  was  the  most  important  goal  to  reach. 


"You  gave  me  the  trip  of  my  life. 
It  was  almost  better  than  Disney  World" 

Student,  New  Hope  Elementary 

Come  to  Trinity  Center  on  the  Outer  Banks  and  see  if  you  agree  We're  a  camp  and  conference  center  (near  Morehead  City)  owned  and  operated  by  the  Episcopal 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina.  Our  62-acre  barrier  island  property  includes  the  sound,  salt  marsh,  maritime  forest,  pond  and  beach.  Our  modern  handicapped-accessible 
facility  features  comfortable  meeting  rooms,  double  occupancy  rooms  with  private  bath,  dormitory-style  housing,  and  gracious  dining  areas  with  delicious  home 
cooked  meals  served  family  style.  Our  programs  are  perfect  for  church  groups,  school  groups,  family  reunions,  and  youth  or  adult  conference  groups. 


Sound  to  Sea  Environmental  Education  Program  ' 

Throughout  the  School  Year,  all  grades; 
as  low  as  $65  per  person  for  three  days/two  nights 
and  all  instruction. 
Summer  Sound  to  Sea  Day  Camp 
Monday-Friday  9am  -  4:00pm  throughout  the  summer; 
rising  K-5.  $70  per  person  per  week. 
Beach  and  Soundside  Conference  Facilities 
Full  conference  and  retreat  facilities  ready  for 
programs  of  your  own  design. 


Holiday  Sound  to  Sea  Camps  Dec  28,  1 997  ■ 
New  Year 's  Week  Day  Camp 

Monday-Friday,  grades  1-5;  $150  per  person 

includes  New  Year's  Eve  Sleep  Over 

New  Veor 's  Week  Overnight  Camp 

Sunday- Saturday;  grades  3-5;  $290  per  person. 

Beach  Week  for  Adults 

Sunday-Saturday;  all  ages  welcome;  $290  per  person 
Week-long  Elderhostel  Programs  for  Senior  Adults 

14  different  programs  throughout  the  year,  ages  55  +  . 
$300  per  person  per  week. 
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Building  a  Church 

Friday  and  Saturday.  June  13  8  14,  1997 


Building  the  Church  for  the  Future 


Leader; 

The  Rev.  Charles  Fulton, 

The  Church  Building  Fund 
of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
Other  resource  persons  also 


The  Conference  will  begin  after  dinner  on  Friday  at  7:30  P.M. 

and  resume  on  Saturday  morning  at  9:30  and  will  end  around 

4:00  P.M.  Lunch  will  be  provided. 

Registration  Fee:  $20.00  per  person  (includes  lunch) 

Sponsored  by:  The  Commissions  on  Liturgy  &  Music; 

Planning  &  Design;  Congregations  &  Development 

of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina. 

Located  at  the  new  building  of: 

Church  of  the  Servant,  Wilmington 

Bring  a  team  from  your  church 

Details?  Call  the  Rev.  Joe  Cooper  at  910-395-0616. 


^rumpeting  $<&k  Triumph 


Storage  Closet  Converted  to  Ministry  at  St.  Andrew 's-by-the-Sea 


by  Elizabeth  Davenport  and  Laura  Catoe 

With  a  little  cleaning,  a  touch  of  paint  and 
some  carpentry  skills,  parishioners  at  St. 
Andrew's-by-the-Sea,  Nags  Head,  converted  a 
little-used  storage  closet  into  a  book  and  card  shop. 
With  the  encouragement  of  their  rector,  the  Rev. 
Charles  Gill,  a  new  ministry  has  been  born  where 
tables  and  chairs  once  collected  dust. 

Fr.  Gill  and  his  wife,  Delia,  wanted  to  offer 
carefully  selected  Christian  books  and  cards  to 
people  on  the  Outer  Banks.  Their  idea  came  to  life 
when  the  storage  closet  in  the  parish  hall  got  a 
facelift.  Helen  Hiltibidle  built  a  card  rack  to 
display  the  cards,  a  corner  cupboard  for  jewelry, 
and  a  shelf  for  books. 

When  the  shop  opened  in  the  fall  of  1996,  it 
sold  primarily  cards  made  by  the  nuns  of  All 
Saints  Convent  in  Catonsville,  MD.  Since  then, 
thanks  to  local  artists  who  are  parishioners,  the 
selection  of  inventory  has  increased  dramatically. 
The  shop  now  sells  Shirley  Votaw's  silver  jewelry; 
Ray  Pran's  stained  glass  pieces;  Pam  Matthew's 
tapestry  eggs  and  boxes;  and  Ray  Matthew's  photo 
cards. 

Another  artist  whose  work  is  found  in  the  shop 
is  Sandy  Ball.  A  practicing  artist  and  writer, 


Sandy  has  a  wide  selection  of  original  artwork, 
prints  and  cards  available. 

Recently,  at  the  suggestion  of  Fr.  Gill,  Sandy 
painted  the  Stations  of  the  Cross  for  St.  Andrew's. 
The  14  four-and-a-half  foot  shield-shaped  canvases 
depict  Christ's  walk  to  the  cross.  The  gift  shop 
plans  to  copy  Sandy's  canvasses  onto  note  cards 
and  sell  boxed  sets. 

The  Stations  include  depictions  of  Jesus' 
condemnation;  his  stumbling  under  the  heavy 
weight  of  the  cross;  the  stripping  of  his  garments; 
and  his  death.  Using  of  browns,  purples,  golds  and 
blues,  each  station  is  painted  on  simple  canvas 
outlined  in  gold  trim  in  a  primitive,  simple  style, 
blending  well  with  the  character  of  the  81 -year  old 
church. 

Sandy  completed  the  paintings  in  10  long  days. 
A  mother  of  five,  she  used  her  family  and  friends 
as  models  for  Christ,  Mary  and  Simon  of  Cyrene. 
"It  was  really  very  emotional  to  do  at  some  points, 
especially  when  I  was  doing  sketches  of  Christ 
with  his  mother.  It  made  me  cry."  Sandy  told  The 
Carolina  Coast  in  a  recent  interview. 

Isabel  Cooper.  Titia  Richardson  and  Delia  Gill 
staff  and  oversee  the  book  and  card  ministry.  The 


Sandy  Ball, 
a  featured  artist 
in  St.  Andrew's 
book  &  card  shop, 
created  the  Stations 
of  the  Cross 
banner  at  left. 


proceeds  contribute  to  the  church  discretionary 
fund,  which  provides  assistance  to  people  in  a 
variety  of  difficult  situations. 

The  shop  is  open  on  Sundays  from  1 1  am  until 
1  pm  and  Wednesdays  from  10  am  until  noon. 

—  //  your  church  has  a  triumph  to  trumpet,  please  call  the  editor 
at  910-938-1017. 


Trinity  Center 

June  1-2,  1997 


Mu.  Aim  Dcutijd,  gueitif) 


Treat  your  church  secretary  to  a  night  at  Trinity  Center  for  learning,  relaxation  &  fellowship 

Cost:  $36.00  per  person,  double  occupancy 

Regtifa>      MeliUa  M imply,  St  JoL'k,  P.O.  Bo*  722,  Fa^etthrM,  NC  28302 


a' 11  sure  do  some  good  praying 
in  the  diocesan  house." 

"We  sure  do,"  replied  Bishop 
Sanders  whose  own  name  is  on 
the  prayer  list. 

At  the  time  that  I  overheard  this  conversation,  I 
didn't  give  much  thought  to  the  comment.  Sure  I 
knew,  the  diocesan  house  had  a  prayer  list  and  that 
daily  prayers  were  said  for  the  names  on  the  list; 
but  other  than  Bishop  Sanders,  whom  I  consider 
sort  of  a  miracle  in  and  of  himself,  I  hadn't  had 
much  contact  with  illness.  I  had  never  really 
considered  the  effectiveness  of  prayers  for  healing. 

Shortly  after  this,  the  June  24,  1 996  cover  of 
Time  Magazine  read  "Faith  and  Healing:  Can 
Spirituality  Promote  Health?  Doctors  are  finding 
some  surprising  evidence."  Time  reported  on  a 
series  of  scientific  studies  that  had  found  that 
regular  church  attendance  is  good  for  your  health. 
It  told  of  controlled  experiments  conducted  on  the 


effect  of  prayer  on  patients'  health,  recovery  and 
reaction  to  medical  treatment.  It  reported  that  regular 
churchgoers  have  "lower  blood  pressure,  less  heart 
disease,  lower  rates  of  depression  and  generally  better 
health"  than  non-churchgoers. 

A  few  weeks  later,  a  family  member  was 
hospitalized  for  emergency  surgery  and  sure  enough  I 
asked  to  have  his  name  put  on  the  diocesan  prayer  list. 
I  quickly  learned  about  the  effectiveness  of  prayer. 

I  have  had  the  idea  for  this  feature  for  some  time, 
but  as  one  of  the  people  who  used  to  sneak  out  the 
back  door  of  church  when  the  healing  service  started, 
I  didn't  know  where  to  begin.  As  usual,  I  didn't  have 
to.  Most  of  the  stories  on  the  following  pages  have 
been  mailed  to  me  over  the  past  several  years  and 
most  of  them  were  unsolicited.  They  are  all 
testaments  to  the  healing  power  of  faith  and  prayer. 

—  Alicia  Alford,  editor 


A  Meditation  on  Healing  for  Those  We  Love 

by  Flora  R.  Shedd,  OBJN 


Almighty  God,  we  entrust  all  who  are  dear 
to  us  to  your  never-failing  care  and  love, 
for  this  life  and  the  life  to  come,  knowing 
that  you  are  doing  for  them  better  things 
than  we  can  desire  or  pray  for;  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

Amen 

The  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  p. 831 


This  prayer  for  those  we  love  has  to  be  my 
very  favorite  prayer  found  in  our  prayer  book.  I 
prayed  this  prayer  nine  years  ago  by  my  father's 
hospital  bedside  when  he  had  cancer  in  all  sorts  of 
places.  He  was  healed. 

I  prayed  this  prayer  during  my  husband's 
prostate  surgery  and  during  his  eye  surgery — one 
operation  successful  and  one  not  so  successful,  but 
he  was  healed. 

I  prayed  this  prayer  by  my  mother's  hospital 
bedside  and  at  home  as  she  died  four  years  ago. 
She  died  in  peace. 


I  continue  to  pray  this  prayer  for  all  those 
names  that  are  left  on  the  prayer  hanging  at  the 
Dame  Julian  of  Norwich  Chapel  at  Trinity  Center. 
It  is  my  litany — chanted  over  and  over  again 
when  my  prayers  are  needed  for  healing.  God 
answers  my  prayer  every  time. 

In  praying  this  prayer,  in  truly  "entrusting  to 
God's  never-failing  care  and  love"  the  person  for 
whom  we  pray,  we  are  committing  our  love  and 
care  for  that  person  to  God's  time  and  place.  Our 
prayer  acknowledges  the  Love  of  God  that  is 
present  in  us  and  in  the  person  for  whom  we  pray; 
healing  takes  place,  for  Love  never  fails. 


Jesus  the  Healer  in  the  Gospel  of  Luke 

by  Dr.  W.  Thomas  Schmid 


Jesus'  acts  of  healing  are  not  merely 
physical,  but  moral  and  spiritual  restora-tions  of 
the  person  to  the  original  state  of  well-ness  and 
community.  As  modern  gentiles,  we  naturally 
think  of  Jesus  as  fixing  the  patient's  physical 
mechanism  (eye,  ear,  legs,  heartpump),  so  it  will 
operate  properly.  We  set  his  action  in  the 
context  of  a  lawful  physical  nature.  This  is  not 
the  correct  Biblical  frame  for  understanding  his 
healing. 

Each  of  the  types  of  physical  illness  that 
Jesus  heals  had  a  moral  and  spiritual  connotation 
in  ancient  Judea.  Blindness  was  associated  with 
distorting  judgment  (See  Luke  6:39-42);  deaf- 
ness with  the  inability  to  hear  the  word  of  God 
(8:4f.);  lameness  with  the  inability  to  act  rightly 
(i.e.  to  walk  in  the  commandments  and 
ordinances  of  the  Lord);  the  leper  was  a 
"polluted/outcast  one"  (see  Lev.  13:45-46)  as 
was  the  menstruant  (Lev.  15:9f.);  and  the  dead 
could  not  be  touched  (hence  the  avoidance  of  the 
possibly  deceased  victim  by  the  priest  and 
Levite  in  the  story  of  the  Good  Samaritan  at 
10:31f.). 

These  persons  were  not  regarded  as  suffering 
from  merely  physical  disorders,  nor  were  those 
who  suffered  from  "demonic  possession"  or 
mental  illnesses,  whether  psychosomatic  (as  at 
Luke  4:38-39)  or  psychotic  (as  at  Luke  4:33f. 
and  Luke  8:27f.).  All  of  the  illnesses  Jesus 
healed  also  had  the  implication  of  social 
isolation  and  stigmatism,  and  of  moral  and 
spiritual  alienation  (hence  all  are  included  in  his 
self-characterization  as  a  healer  at  5:31-32). 
Those  who  were  deformed  and  crippled,  lepers, 
menstruants,  and  the  dead  were  excluded  from 
the  divine  order  of  Creation,  and  from  the 
human  order  of  the  Law.  It  was  often  incumbent 


on  the  observant  Jew  to  avoid  them,  and  they 
could  not  participate  in  regular  worship. 

The  wider  Lukan  frame  is  the  original  order 
of  Creation,  where  life  is  harmonious  and  per- 
fectly whole — the  order  of  Love;  the  narrower 
one  is  the  order  of  Law,  which  was  thought  to 
reflect  the  first.  Jesus  restores  the  first;  but  to  do 
so,  he  must  break  and  reform  the  second. 

This  is  why  we  will  understand  Jesus'  acts  of 
healing  better  if  we  regard  them  not  as  acts  of 
efficient  causation,  but  rather  as  acts  of  divine 
grace.  Then  we  will  think  of  Jesus  not  as 
altering  the  patient's  body,  but  rather  as  someone 
who,  by  responding  with  loving  word  and  touch, 
grants  "forgiveness"  to  the  forsaken,  downtrod- 
den person  and  thereby  releases  her  from  the 
deformity  or  mental  or  physical  illness  by  which 
she  had  been  held  captive,  which  in  turn 
empowers  the  hope  and  love  that  is  in  her — and 
it  is  by  this  hope  and  love  that  she  is  healed. 

On  this  view,  the  act  of  healing  is  not  what 
Jesus  does  to  her,  it  is  rather  something  which, 
thanks  to  Jesus,  she  is  freed  to  allow  God  to  do 
with  her,  and  this  is  a  restoration  not  only  to 
physical  well-being  of  form  and  function,  but  to 
social  and  moral  and  spiritual  well-being  as  well. 
She  has  not  only  been  "cured"  by  Christ  but 
gathered  in  by  him,  into  the  new  order  and 
community  he  is  bringing  to  all  of  humanity. 

In  his  actions,  Jesus  "broke  through"  the  laws 
of  the  world,  or  corrupted  nature,  and  restored  by 
word  and  touch  the  order  God  intended.  Through 
that  love  —  by  means  of  the  release  he  gave, 
and  the  hope  and  love  he  empowered  —  the 
person  was  restored  to  health,  and  left  with  the 
realization  that — by  a  miracle — the  gateway  to  a 
new  reality,  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven,  had  been 
opened  for  them.  This  miracle  and  this  doorway 


was  no  less  opened  for  the  witnesses  to  it,  than 
for  the  healed.  For  as  the  one  was  excluded,  so 
did  they  exclude;  as  the  one  was  blind,  so  did 
they  look  on  in  judgment;  as  the  one  was  lost  in 
sin  and  sickness,  so  had  they  been  lost  in  self- 
righteousness  and  lack  of  neighborly  love,  but 
now  in  Christ  they  might  all  be  healed  together. 

Finally,  I  suggest  that  if  we  accept  the 
modern  priority  of  the  physical  over  the 
spiritual,  in  contrast  to  the  view  that  Luke 
presents,  we  misunderstand  the  meaning  of 
Christ's  miracles.  The  "Divine  Break-through" 

—  the  miracle  —  is  no  less  with  Zaccheus 
(19: If.)  than  with  the  blind  beggar  (18:35f.),  no 
less  with  the  woman  who  anointed  him  (7:37f.) 
than  with  the  one  afflicted  with  menstrual  flow 
(8:40f.),  no  less  with  Levi  (5:27f.)  than  with  the 
man  in  the  bed  (5: 17f.).  The  restoration  of  the 
former  to  the  order  of  Creation  and  Love  —  to 
order  of  Community  and  Faith  —  was  just  as 
uncanny  a  witness  to  Christ's  miraculous  powers 
of  healing  as  of  the  latter. 

What  is  the  relevance  of  this  to  us  today? 
Clearly  we,  too,  are  called  with  and  by  Christ  to 
be  healers  of  the  sick,  the  depressed,  the  outcast 
and  neglected  ones  of  our  society — called  to 
break  down  the  barriers  within  and  without  to 
the  restoration  of  all  to  the  beloved  community. 
As  regards  what  we  call  "miracles"  in  our 
modern,  artificially  narrow,  physical  sense  of  the 
term,  I  recommend  the  wonderful  book  by  Dr. 
Bernie  Segal,  Love,  Medicine  and  Miracle.  As 
regards  miracles  in  the  broader  sense,  they  are 
all  around  us. 

—  Dr.  Schmid  is  a  member  of  St.  Paul's  Wilmington. 


The  Difference  Between  the  Unbearable  and  the  Bearable 


Homily  by  the  Rev.  Josh  T.  Mackenzie  at  a  Memorial  Holy  Eucharist  for  Christopher  C.  Barker,  Christ  Episcopal  Church,  Elizabeth  City,  North  Carolina,  October  11,  1996. 


Before  I  came  here  just  over  ten  years  ago,  I 
served  as  Rector  of  St.  Stephen's,  Durham,  NC 
for  twelve  years.  While  in  Durham,  I  spent  a  lot  of 
time  at  Duke  Hospital  and  the  University  Hospital 
in  Chapel  Hill.  I  saw  a  lot  of  illness,  a  lot  of 
cancer  patients,  and  I  guess  it  was  a  dream  or 
fantasy  of  mine  that  in  a  small  town  like  Elizabeth 
City,  I  would  not  see  so  much.  Maybe  it  had  not 
found  its  way  to  this  tranquil  town  on  the 
Pasquotank  River.  Well,  maybe  I  haven't  seen  as 
much  of  it  here,  but  today  it  doesn't  seem  to  be  so. 
You  know,  over  the  years,  what  we've  seen.  And 
now  again,  after  a  courageous  battle,  Chris  has 
died  and  it's  happened  again.  What  can  we  say? 
We  hope.  Maybe  tomorrow  or  the  next  day,  we'll 
have  the  solution.  We  are  people  of  hope  that 
research  will  find  the  complete  answer,  a 
breakthrough  to  this  dreadful  illness.  Great 
progress  has  been  made  already  so  we  give  to 
those  causes  to  help  speed  the  solution. 

I  recently  read  and  commend  to  you  a  book 
entitled  Chicken  Soup  for  the  Surviving  Soul, 
over  one  hundred  stories  written  by  people  with 
cancer.  In  it  there  is  a  short  chapter,  "50  things 
I've  learned  along  the  way"  by  Sally  Karioth, 
Ph.D.,  R.N.,  Professor  at  Florida  State  University, 
a  counselor  for  over  twenty  years.  She  says, 


"(1) 


(2) 
(3) 
(4) 


I've  learned  that  a  patient  doesn't  get 

cancer,  a  family  does. 

I've  learned  that  if  I  can't  cure,  I  can  still 


care. 


I've  learned  that  some  things  have  to  be 
believed  to  be  seen. 
I've  learned  that  no  one  promises  us 
tomorrow." 
And  for  those  who  need  a  smile,  and  God 
knows  we  all  do,  "I've  learned  that  wearing  red 
polka  dot  underwear  under  my  uniform  may  not 
be  the  best  choice." 

As  a  parish  priest,  not  an  R.N.,  I  can  verify 
that  at  least  the  first  four  of  the  above  are 
absolutely  true —  especially  #1,  "a  patient  does 
not  get  cancer,  a  family  does."  Chris  did  have 
cancer,  but  not  alone.  His  wife,  Stacey,  and  both 
families  did,  as  well  as  their  friends  in  the 
community.  And  here  you  are,  to  support  them  in 
their  grief.  That  helps;  that  heals.  And  that  is  your 
gift  to  them. 

I  was  privileged  to  be  taught  at  Virginia 
Seminary  by  Dr.  Cliff  Stanley,  a  great  man  of 
God.  When  he  coughed  I  wrote  it  down,  and 
every  word  he  said.  Dr.  Stanley  and  his  wife  had 
been  married  for  many  years  when  she  became  ill, 
growing  weaker  and  weaker  until  she  died.  Some 


days  after  her  death,  our  first  class  met  with  Dr. 
Stanley.  Visibly  grieved,  he  spoke  to  us  and  said, 
"Gentlemen,  it  is  very  hard.  What  can  I  say  to 
you?  The  difference  between  what  is  unbearable 
and  what  is  bearable,  is  our  faith.  Without  it,  I 
could  not  be  here  today." 

We  must  all  know  that  we  must  prepare  for 
that  day  with  a  strong  trust  in  Almighy  God.  From 
the  Prayers  of  the  People  in  our  Burial  Office 
(Rite  I)  we  read,  "Help  us,  we  pray,  in  the  midst 
of  things  we  cannot  understand,  to  believe  and 
trust  in  the  communion  of  saints,  the  forgiveness 
of  sins,  and  the  resurrection  to  life  everlasting." 

I  fall  back  on  that  petition  so  often  —  "in  the 
midst  of  things  I  cannot  understand,  to  believe 
and  trust .  ..."  I  do  not  believe,  I  know,  that 
cancer  is  not  the  will  of  God  for  Chris,  for  any  of 
us,  his  children.  But  there  is  cancer,  there  is 
disease  and  it  is  real.  I  don't  know  why  it  is,  but  it 
is.  But  this  I  do  know  —  absolutely,  for  sure  and 
I  proclaim  it  to  you  today  —  Our  Lord  said,  "this 
is  the  will  of  Him  who  sent  me,  that  I  should  lose 
nothing  of  all  that  he  has  given  me,  but  raise  it  up 
on  the  last  day.  This  is  indeed  the  will  of  my 
Father."  (John  6:39-40). 

This  is  God's  will  for  Chris,  for  you,  for  me. 
And  we  have  his  Word  on  it.  Amen. 


Caring  for  the  Caregiver 


Throughout  our  lives,  we  are  called  to  care  for  those  who  need  our  love  and  attention.  Sometimes  when  we  are 
caring  for  a  loved  one  over  a  long  period  of  time  we  become  so  focused  on  the  needs  of  the  beloved  that  we 
neglect  our  own.  When  we  are  exhausted,  emotionally  drained,  and  spiritually  depleted,  we  cannot  really  give  the 
best  care.  When  we  find  ourselves  in  this  state,  we  must  take  time... 


To  Find  A  Quiet  Moment  Each  Day 

In  times  of  extreme  stress,  it  is  helpful  to 
establish  patterns  which  include  some  quiet 
time.  Even  five  minutes  each  day  of  intentional 
quiet  will  make  a  difference.  Establish  a  routine 
for  each  day  which  includes  a  few  minutes  of 
solitude  and  withdrawal. 

To  Maintain  Our  Health 

When  we  are  very  focused  upon  another's 
health,  we  can  easily  forget  our  own.  Do  not 
skip  meals.  Practice  regular  exercise — it  will 
help  ease  the  tension  and  keep  your  body  strong. 
Sleep.  Your  health  must  be  maintained  if  you 
are  to  care  for  the  one  you  love. 


To  Contact  Our  Friends 

When  we  are  tired  and  weary,  with  things 
occupying  our  every  waking  moment,  it  is  easy 
to  believe  that  we  do  not  have  room  for  anyone 
else.  Take  care.  Don't  escape  into  loneliness. 
This  is  a  time  when  you  need  people  as  you 
have  never  needed  them  before.  Share  with 
trusted  friends  your  thoughts,  your  hopes  and 
fears.  Do  not  let  your  heart  grow  cold  in 
isolation.  Painful  emotions  which  are  denied 
expression  only  grow  in  loneliness. 

To  Care  For  Our  Spirits 

The  loss  of  health  often  raises  questions  in 
us.  We  wonder  if  this  is  punishment  for 
something  we  have  done.  We  wonder  how  a 
loving  God  can  allow  such  a  terrible  thing  to 


happen  to  our  loved  one.  Sometimes  our 
religion  can  be  hazardous  to  our  spiritual 
health —  if  we  believe  that  we  haven't  prayed 
hard  enough,  or  that  we  are  being  punished  by 
God  for  our  sins,  or  that  we  are  not  worthy 
enough  for  God  to  hear  us.  This  is  a  time  for 
honest  prayer.  A  time  to  share  with  God  your 
helplessness,  your  guilt,  your  anger.  God  will 
always  hear  in  love  even  our  anger.  God  is 
love,  and  Jesus  Christ  is  the  embodiment  of  that 
love.  Pray  and  share  everything  with  God. 
Arrange  for  you  and  your  loved  one  to  receive 
Communion  at  home. 

—  Reprinted  from  The  Epistle,  the  newsletter 
of  St.  Paul's,  Beaufort. 
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Jesus'  Healing  Power  Lives  Through  the  Order  of  St.  Luke 

by  Deacon  Jack  Gladstone 


Then  Jesus  went  about  all  the  cities  and 
villages,  teaching  in  their  synagogues,  and 
proclaiming  the  good  news  of  the  kingdom, 
and  curing  every  disease  and  every 
sickness. 

John  9:35 

A  well  known  Christian  author  once  said  that 
Jesus  did  two  things  during  his  ministry:  he 
healed  people  and  he  told  stories.  This  is  a  bit  of 
an  oversimplification  but  if  you  remove  the 
healing  accounts  and  the  parables  from  the 
Gospels,  especially  the  first  three,  you  have  very 
little  printed  matter  left. 

In  Mark's  Gospel,  which  most  Biblical 
scholars  agree  was  the  first  written  and  was  the 
basis  for  the  others,  we  find  four  accounts  of 
healing  in  the  very  first  chapter.  In  Mark  I,  Jesus 
is  baptized;  battles  Satan  in  the  wilderness; 
chooses  his  disciples;  and  heals.  He  spiritually 
heals  a  man  in  the  synagogue  in  Capernaum; 
physically  heals  Peter's  mother-in  law;  heals  a 
crowd  gathered  in  front  of  Peter's  house  of 
various  illnesses;  and  cleanses  a  leper. 

Jesus  made  it  very  clear  that  healing  was  a 
very  important  part  of  his  ministry  and  that  his 
disciples  and  those  who  followed  them  in  His 
name  were  to  continue  to  be  conduits  for  his 
healing  power. 

Unfortunately,  the  early  church  declared  that 
miracles,  including  healing  miracles,  ceased  to 
occur  after  the  death  of  the  apostles.  It  also 
declared  that  illness  was  God's  way  of  punishing 
us  for  our  sin. 

While  there  were  pockets  of  resistance  to 
this  kind  of  thinking,  it  was  not  until  well  into 
the  19th  century  that  the  healing  ministry  was 
revived. 

Dr.  John  Gayner  Banks,  an  Episcopal  priest 
and  his  wife,  Ethel,  became  deeply  interested  in 
the  healing  ministry  in  the  1930's  and  in  1953 
founded  The  International  Order  of  St.  Luke  the 
Physician  (OSL).  Members  of  this  order  believe 
that  Christ's  power  to  heal  today  is  just  as  great 
as  it  was  when  he  walked  on  earth. 

In  1989,  the  Rev.  King  Cole,  Rector  of  St. 
Andrew's,  Morehead  City,  asked  my  wife, 
Betty,  and  me  to  help  form  an  OSL  chapter  at  St. 
Andrew's.  We  were  already  members  of  the 
Order  and  were  very  willing  to  help  with  this 
task. 

A  few  months  later  in  May  1990, 1  was 
diagnosed  with  lung  cancer  and  given  a  1% 
chance  of  living  a  year.  Seven  years  later,  as  I 


write  this  article  I  am  cancer  free — not  just  in 
remission. 

Modern  medicine  was  certainly  a  factor  in 
my  healing  but  overarching  all  the  surgery, 
chemotherapy  and  radiation  was  the  healing 
power  of  God  in  Jesus  Christ  invoked  by  the 
prayers  of  the  OSL  members  and  many  others. 
My  doctor  still  calls  me  God's  miracle. 

Having  an  OSL  chapter  has  had  a  profound 
effect  on  the  life  of  our  parish.  Among  other 
things,  we  have  a  telephone  prayer  chain  by 
which  members  of  the  parish  as  well  as  non- 
members,  can  request  healing  prayer  for 
themselves  or  loved  ones.  At  all  three  Sunday 
services  we  have  a  prayer  station  in  the  rear  of 
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the  church  where  people  can  come  after  they 
take  communion  to  be  prayed  for  by  OSL 
members.  Once  a  month  the  chapter  meets  for 
intercessory  prayer  and  to  discuss  the  healing 
scriptures  from  the  Gospels. 

I  can  personally  promise  that  individuals  and 
parishes  will  be  blessed  and  enriched  by  being  a 
part  of  this  ministry.  Never  before  have  God's 
people  been  in  more  need  of  healing  and 
wholeness. 

Inquiries  about  membership  may  be  made  to 
the  Order  of  St.  Luke,  Box  13701,  San  Antonio, 
TX  78213,  Telephone  210-492-5222,  or  you  may 
contact  the  Order  at  St.  Andrew's,  Morehead 
City. 
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A  Meditation  on  Cataract  Surgery 

by  the  Rev.  Cherry  Livingston 

Tools  are  gifts  of  God. 

Tools  come  in  varied  shapes  and  sizes. 

Tools  properly  used  work  miracles. 

Betty  drove  me  to  surgery  properly  in  her  car. 

The  Surgery  Center's  friendly  administrators  met  me 

and  worked  their  computer  miracles  properly. 

Even  before  I  arrived  the  orderly  worked  his  miracles 

using  his  mop  and  disinfectants  properly. 

Without  him  germs  would  have  aborted  the  miracles. 

As  we  waited  nervously,  with  the  other  scared  patients, 
a  baby  crawled  over  to  get  a  look  at  my  beard. 
His  smiled  approval  gave  me  comfort  and  courage. 

A  friendly  nurse  prepared  me  properly 
with  her  intravenous  solutions 
and  proper  medications. 

The  anesthetist  properly  used  his  tools. 

The  courage  shot  had  me  looking  forward 

to  experiencing  the  disintegrator  and  vacuum  probe. 

In  the  operating  room  Dr.  Chance  encouraged  me  with  his  friendly  greeting  tool 
and  his  proper  use  of  optic  tools. 

Soon  it  was  recovery  room  people  properly  using 

their  physical  and  psychological  tools. 

Then  home  in  the  car  driven  properly  by  Betty. 

Thanks  be  to  God  for  the  gift  of  tools. 
And  Blessed  are  God's  favorite  tools, 
people  who  use  tools  properly. 

But  woe  to  those  who  misuse  God's  gifts  of  tools. 
And  foolish  the  tool  who  takes  credit 
for  what  the  Hand  has  done. 

Ponder  anew! 

What  miracles  the  Almighty  can  do 
with  tools  humbly  and  properly  used. 


Parenting  and  the  Practice  of  the  Presence  of  God 


by  the  Rev.  James  Lee  Walker 


In  the  Dtoceee  of 
East  Carolina 


r 


A  while  back, 
one  of  the  young 
dads  in  the  parish 
asked  me  about 
teaching  "the  Bible 
and  the  Christian 
basics"  to  his  pre- 
school sons. 
I  began  to  briefly 
outline  a  program  whereby  he  could  read  Bible 
stories  to  his  children  at  home  while  using  that 
occasion  to  brush  up  on  the  Bible  himself.  He 
stopped  me  and  with  a  smile  said  that  he  was 
looking  for  something  at  the  Church  that's  one  of 
those  "drop  'em  off  and  pick  'em  up  later"  kind  of 
programs. 

It  was  evident  that  this  young  father  was 
joking  with  me  ...  at  least  a  little  bit.  I  know  him 
well  enough  to  realize  that  he  doesn't  really  want 
to  just  leave  his  children's  Christian  formation  to 
some  "program"  where  he  drops  the  kids  off  like 
laundry  at  the  cleaners  and  remains  totally 
uninvolved.  Like  most  parents,  he  is  simply 
overloaded  with  all  the  other  aspects  of  child 
rearing,  plus  his  career  and  so  many  other  matters. 
And  I  am  quite  sure  that  he  doesn't  like  the  idea  of 
admitting  how  much  there  is  about  the  Bible  that 
he  doesn't  know. 

For  the  sake  of  this  dad  and  of  other  parents, 
let  me  remind  the  parents  of  the  parish  about  a  few 
of  the  basics  when  it  comes  to  leading  children  in 
the  Way  of  Christ.  First  of  all,  we  are  raising 
children  today  in  a  society  where  so  much  of  what 
they  do  and  learn  does  consist  of  taking  the 
children  to  "Drop  'em  off  and  pick  'em  up" 


programs.  We  drop  them  off  and  pick  them  up 
from  school,  athletic  events,  music  lessons, 
dancing  lessons,  special  programs  at  museums, 
concerts,  etc.  And  that's  not  all  bad.  Our  kids 
need  to  learn  many  things  in  today's  complex 
world.  Certainly  no  one  family  or  home  can  be 
expected  to  contain  gymnasiums,  science  labs, 
computer  labs  or  all  the  other  places  and  expertise 
needed  to  educate  children  today.  Special  places, 
equipment,  and  experts  are  needed  to  teach  all 
these  things. 

But  Jesus  Christ  is  not  merely  some  "thing"  or 
historic  event  to  be  taught  from  a  book  by  "ex- 
perts." Jesus  Christ  is  a  living  Presence  to  be 
encountered,  met,  known,  loved,  and  lived  with  in 
relationships.  The  most  basic  idea  about  Jesus 
Christ  that  children  need  to  learn  is  that  He  is  with 
us  always  and  that  He  loves  us  unconditionally. 
When  parents  depend  solely  on  "Church 
programs"  to  convey  the  Christian  Faith,  Jesus 
Christ  is  made  to  appear  like  some  sort  of 
commodity  that  is  kept  stored  on  a  shelf  in  a 
gothic  looking  building  where  He  remains  aloof 
from  our  real  lives.  He  becomes  an  anachronistic 
oddity  only  taken  out  for  an  hour  or  so  a  week  to 
examine  as  a  novelty.  Better  our  children  should 
learn  nothing  at  all  about  Jesus  Christ  than  to  learn 
such  a  false  image! 

Jesus  Christ  must  be  made  known  to  the 
children  first  of  all  in  the  home.  He  must  sit  with 
the  family  at  meals  where  He  is  spoken  to  directly 
in  thanksgiving.  He  must  watch  over  the  family 
members  in  sleep  and  go  with  them  to  all  their 
activities,  be  it  work  or  play.  And  like  any  con- 
stant companion,  He  must  be  talked  with  regularly. 


Editors  Work  to  Improve  Communication 


Hardly  a  conference  or  meeting  goes  by  that 
someone  does  not  bemoan  the  fact  that  the  diocese 
needs  better  communication — better  communica- 
tion within  our  churches;  between  our  churches 
and  the  diocese;  between  the  diocese  and  the 
deaneries;  and  between  our  Church  and  the 
community  at-large.  "Communication,  afterall," 
said  Bishop  Daniel  "is  the  work  of  the  Gospel." 

Bishop  Daniel  spoke  these  words  as  he  greeted 
a  group  gathered  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
improving  their  communication  skills.  Eighteen 
newsletter  editors  and  writers  attended  the 
communication  workshop  sponsored  by  Cross 
Current  on  April  14. 

Guest  presenter  Hal  Broadfoot,  a  member  of 
St.  John's,  Fayetteville,  came  equiped  with  his 
own  style  sheet  (pictured  right)  offering  a  wide 
range  of  tips  from  planning  your  newsletter,  to 
design  and  technique.  Hal,  the  editor  of  St.  John's 
quarterly  publication,  Steeples  &  People,  works 
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for  a  print  company  and  is  a  fine  artist.  With  such 
a  diverse  background,  Hal  offered  valuable  cost- 
saving  and  design  tips.  The  attendees  all  agreed 
that  Hal's  presentation  was  superb  and  several 
even  asked  if  he  could  return  again  next  year. 

In  other  sessions  Alicia  Alford,  editor  of 
Cross  Current,  offered  writing  tips  and  pointers 
on  press  releases. 

Those  attending  appreciated  the  chance  to 
exchange  ideas  and  gripes  with  fellow  editors  and 
writers.  They  agreed  to  start  a  newsletter 
exchange  among  themselves  and  several  were 
interested  in  producing  a  parish  handbook  and 
suggested  that  as  a  topic  for  next  year's 
workshop.  All  seemed  to  enjoy  the  opportunity 
for  renewal. 

"I  really  appreciate  the  hospitality.  It  doesn't 
take  much  to  make  us  volunteers  happy.  Thank 
you  for  the  renewal  experience,"  wrote  Kit 
Reddick  on  her  workshop  evaluation. 
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If  He  is  not  present  in  the  home,  how  can  He  be 
present  in  the  heart?  Is  it  not  true  that  "home  is 
where  the  heart  is?" 

Of  primary  importance  are  the  stories  of  Jesus 
in  the  Bible.  Parents  should  get  a  childrens'  Bible 
to  read  to  their  children  every  day.  Even  for  older 
children,  I  highly  recommend  The  Picture  Bible 
which  is  in  comic  book  form.  The  pictures  invite 
parent-child  dialogue  to  bring  out  feelings  and 
comments  about  Jesus  and  His  Gospel  message 
from  both  parent  and  child.  The  parent  should 
have  on  hand  a  one  volume  commentary  to  turn  to 
for  answers  to  questions  the  children  ask.  Our 
parish  bookstore  can  help  you  select  one.  Take 
your  child  with  you  to  select  some  books  about 
Jesus  when  you  buy  that  commentary.  Parents 
should  always  openly  admit  when  they  don't  know 
an  answer.  What's  important  is  teaching  the  child 
how  to  find  answers.  If  parents  don't  show  Jesus 
Christ  to  be  a  living  presence  in  their  homes  and  in 
their  lives,  then  He  will  become  nothing  more  to 
the  children  than  an  attendant  at  a  spiritual  gas 
station.  He  will  be  reduced  to  some  seldom  used 
"fix  it  guy"  who  is  only  called  on  to  "gas  us  up"  on 
those  days  when  it's  just  too  much  trouble  or  too 
hot  to  get  out  and  do  it  ourselves.  And  the  children 
will  drive  away  from  Him  each  Sunday  with  no 
remembrance  of  Who  He  is,  What  He  looks  like  or 
any  inkling  that  this  seemingly  "irrelevant 
character"  is  the  Source,  Center,  and 
Consummation  of  their  lives. 

—  Reprinted  from  the  Anglican  Digest.  First  appeared 
in  the  newsletter  of  Christ  Church,  Greenwich,  CT. 
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/.  RANDOM  THOUGHTS 


II.  THE  COMMITTEE 

A.  People  who  write. 

B.  People  who  read. 

C.  People  people. 


///.  DEFINING  YOUR 
NEWSLETTER 

A.  Who  is  your  market? 

B.  What  do  you  want 
to  tell  them? 

C.  How  often? 

D.  Delivery  options. 

E.  How  much  can  you  spend? 


ENGAGE  THE  BRAIN 

Quizzes 
Puzzles 

NAME  NAMES 

Who  is  doing  what? 
Summer  reading 

recommendations. 
Video  rental 

recommendations. 
Photo  credits. 
Bylines. 
Committees. 
Graduates. 
Newcomers. 
Confirmation  classes. 
Newly  baptized. 

PLACE  FACES 

Photos,  photos,  photos 
Cutlines  (captions)  will 

substitute  for  articles 

any  day. 
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St.  Francis'  and  St.  Paul's  Youth  Scramble-up  Dinner 


by  Libba  Shelton 

Have  you  ever  eaten  ice  cream  with  your 
hands?  Have  you  ever  had  fried  chicken  and 
gravy  for  dessert?  The  joint  EYC  of  St.  Francis 
By  the  Sea,  Bogue  Banks,  and  St.  Paul's,  Beaufort 
did  just  that  last  fall.  The  two  youth  groups  met  at 
St.  Francis  for  a  night  at  a  Captain's  Dinner. 

The  youth  were  given  a  menu  of  12  items. 
The  dinner  was  divided  into  3  courses.  They  could 
order  each  item  only  once.  The  catch  was  that  the 
menu  was  written  in  riddle  form.  The  dinner  was 
ordered  by  number.  If  a  riddle  could  not  be 
solved,  they  ordered  and  hoped  for  the  best.  The 
correct  order  was,  biscuit,  butter,  knife  and  drink. 
The  second  course  should  have  consisted  of 
chicken  beans,  potatoes,  gravy  and  fork.  The 
proper  last  course  was  peach  cobbler,  ice  cream 
and  a  spoon. 

Lots  of  laughs  were  shared  as  friends  ate  gravy 
and  butter  with  a  knife,  or  beans,  cobbler  and 
potatoes  with  their  fingers.  Such  fellowship  is 
shared  between  the  two  churches  each  Sunday 
night.  We  are  blessed  to  have  each  other. 


Try  Your  Hand  at  De-coding  the  Menu 

Guests  fill  out  your  complete  menu  from  the 
courses  offered.  Included  are  your  kife,  fork,  and 
spoon.  After  each  course  everything  will  be 
removed  except  your  beverage.  Everyone  must 
abide  by  the  captain's  orders.  There  will  be  no 
trading  or  swapping. 

1 .  Tigers  go  round  and  round 

2.  Has  eyes  but  can't  see 

3.  Sour  turned  to  sweet 

4.  Noops 

5.  Rise  and  Shine 

6.  Juice  from  within 

7.  Devil's  companion 

8.  Jack  threw  these  away 

9.  A  Georgian  delight 

10.  Couldn't  run  fast  enough 

1 1.  Boy  Scout's  Companion 

12.  One  out  of  31 


Participants  in  the  Captain 's  Dinner  found  it  finger 
lie  kin '  good. 
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French  Dinner  Serves  Haiti 


by  the  Rev.  Robert  L.  Beasley 

I  had  a  wonderful  evening  with  some  of  our 
youth  recently.  The  Senior  High  Youth  of  St. 
Philip's,  Southport,  served  24  people  a 
phenomenal  Valentine's  meal  in  February  to  help 
fund  travel  for  two  of  the  youth  to  Haiti.  St. 
Philip's  is  a  sponsoring  parish  for  the  Haiti  Fund, 
Inc.,  and  has  sent  mission  teams  for  the  past  two 
years.  Last  year  two  young  persons,  Rhyne 
Fairley  and  Hank  Funderburke,  journeyed  to  Haiti 
for  a  week  in  June.  It  opened  their  hearts  to  the 
needs  of  the  world. 

Other  youth  wanted  the  same  experience  so  the 
Senior  Highs  decided  to  host  a  French  dinner  this 
year.  Advisor  Michelle  Spencer  had  the  talents  — 
she  is  of  French-American  descent,  taught  French, 
and  can  really  cook!  Patty  Kennedy,  another 
advisor,  kept  the  clean  plates  and  silverware 
coming  out  of  the  kitchen. 

Using  Michelle's  new  house,  the  young 
persons  set  up  elegant  tables  in  her  great  room. 
Twenty-four  adults  bought  tickets  for  $25  each. 
The  meal  began  at  7:00  pm  on  a  Saturday  night 
and  the  youth  worked  from  8:00  am  preparing  the 
food  and  setting  up.  I  know  that's  hard  to  believe 
but  they  did  it! 

The  guests  were  greeted  by  their  servers  and 
seated  for  the  feast.  The  seven-course  meal 
included  a  wonderful  coq  au  vin;  baked,  stuffed 
mushrooms;  vichyssoise;  fresh  green  salad  with 


herbal  vinaigrette  dressing;  freshly  baked  French 
bread  with  cheese:  and  chocolate  mousse.  They 
raised  $400. 

A  week  later  the  Senior  Highs  gathered  to  see 
who  would  win  trips  to  Haiti.  Each  Senior  High 
young  person  received  one  chance  to  win  for  each 
hour  served  in  planning  or  preparing  the  meal. 
Their  names  were  put  in  a  hat  according  to  this 
formula  and  two  were  drawn. 

The  winners  were  Meris  Burton  and  Erin 
Chapman!  These  two  along  with  four  adults, 
including  Michelle  Spencer  and  Tom  Heller,  who 
directs  the  Haiti  Mission  for  St.  Philip's,  will  fly 
away  April  26.  They  plan  to  be  involved  in  a 
project  which  will  help  give  clean  drinking  water 
to  people  in  the  Cormiers  District  of  Haiti  near 
Leogane. 

Would  you  like  a  testimony  to  how  powerful 
the  experience  is?  Hank  Funderburke,  one  of  the 
young  persons  who  went  to  Haiti  last  summer, 
offered  to  use  the  money  he  was  saving  for  a  car  to 
pay  his  own  way,  so  he  could  return  again  this 
year!  But  we  only  have  lodging  for  so  many.  I'm 
sure  he  will  be  ministering  for  his  Lord  in  Haiti 
again. 

If  you  like  to  know  how  you  can  minister  in 
Haiti  by  sponsoring  a  child  at  school  or  involving 
your  parish  in  mission,  phone  Tom  Heller  at  910- 
278-6431  or  5201. 
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1997  Camp  Trinity 


Session 

Dates 

Rising 
Grades 

Explorers  I 

Jun.  7-13 

7-9 

Senior  High 

Jun.  15-20 

i0-12 

Adventurers 

Jun.  22-26 

all  ages 

Discoverers  1 

Jun.  1 9- July  5 

3-5 

Explorers  II 

Jul.  7-1^ 

7-9 

Discoverers  II 

Jul.  16  -22 

4-6 

Explorers  III 

Jul.  24-30 

6-8 

Discoverers  III 

Aug.  2-8 

4-6 

Discoverers  IV 

Aug  10-16 

4-6 
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Looking  at  Spiritual  Reality  —  Happening  #29 


by  Cookie  Cantwell 

In  today's  world  where  so  many  choices  must 
be  faced  and  where  so  many  decisions  must  be 
made,  it  is  exciting  to  me  that  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina  continues  to  challenge  our  young  people 
with  healthy  ideas  and  solid  foundations.  For  over 
15  years  this  diocese  has  continued  to  offer 
Happening  —  a  weekend  retreat  run  by  high 
school  students  within  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina  with  adult  support.  Happening  is 
designed  to  challenge  youth  to  look  at  spiritual 
reality  based  on  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Happening's  purpose  is  not  only  to  have  a 
wonderful  weekend  but  also  to  build  the 
foundation  for  a  life  long  commitment  to  a  loving 
life  based  on  Christian  values  and  beliefs.  It  is  a 
weekend  full  of  fellowship  and  fun,  but  it  is  also  a 
weekend  of  learning,  sharing,  growing,  loving  and 
experiencing  the  love  of  God. 

Each  Happening  experience  is  unique  and 
special  and  Happening  #29  was  certainly  no 
different.  On  the  weekend  of  March  14-16,  93 
young  people  and  adults  who  work  with  youth 
gathered  at  Trinity  Center  to  share  this  incredibly 
wonderful  weekend.  It  was  exciting  to  have  some 
young  people  from  parishes  within  our  diocese 
who  have  never  had  anyone  participate  in  a 
Happening  experience.  We  were  thrilled  to  share 
this  terrific  event  with  them  and  we  hope  that  they 
will  take  what  they  learned  and  what  they 
experienced  back  to  their  home  parishes  and  offer 
support,  love  and  growth  within  their  own  area. 

John  vonRosenberg,  Wilmington,  served  as 
the  "Rector"  for  Happening  #29.  John  has  been 


involved  with  Happening  since  his  family  moved 
to  this  diocese  and  he  has  served  graciously  and 
diligently  during  this  time.  As  Rector,  it  was 
John's  job  to  guide  this  group  throughout  the 
weekend  and  to  empower  the  staff  to  live  out  true 
servant  ministry.  John  did  a  fantastic  job  and  he 
led  with  joy,  love,  sincerity  and  kindness. 

On  a  more  personal  note,  I  have  the  pleasure  to 
work  with  John  each  week  because  he  is  an  active 
part  of  the  Youth  Ministries  Program  at  St.  James 
Parish  where  I  work.  I  can  honestly  say  that  John 
seeks  to  live  out  his  Christian  beliefs  and  values 
and  serves  freely  and  consistently  within  the 
parish  and  within  the  community.  The  world  is 
certainly  blessed  to  have  John  vonRosenberg  as 
such  a  special  part  of  its  future! 

Another  truly  incredible  young  person  who 
served  at  Happening  #29  as  the  "'Head  Gopher" 
was  Katie  Litchfield,  St.  Peter's,  Washington. 
Katie  entered  the  Happening  experience  several 
years  ago  and  she  has  continued  to  serve  quietly 
and  effectively  from  "behind  the  scenes."  Katie 
never  asks  for  any  recognition  or  any  rewards  for 
her  service.  She  gives  freely  and  lovingly  from 
her  heart!  Katie  truly  understands  the  definition  of 
"servant  ministry"  because  she  lives  it  out  in  her 
life  and  in  her  service  with  other  people.  Katie's 
preparation  and  her  attention  to  detail  made  this 
weekend  run  smoothly  and  efficiently.  It  was  an 
honor  and  a  joy  to  share  this  weekend  with  her  and 
to  watch  her  so  capably  organize  and  operate  the 
"Gopher  Hole"  for  this  Happening  experience. 

Happening  weekends  are  held  twice  each  year 


Katie  Goodman,  Maggie  Andrews  and  Kyle  Saylors 
are  all  smiles  at  Happening  #29. 


—  one  weekend  in  the  fall  and  the  other  in  the 
spring.  Happening  #30  will  be  held  on  October 
17-19,  1997  and  will  be  open  to  any  second 
semester  9th  grader  through  1 2th  grader  and  to 
adults  who  work  with  youth  (These  adults 
participate  as  "Geritols".)  Each  participant  must 
have  their  parent's  permission  and  their 
clergyperson's  signature.  Please  register  early 
because  Happening  weekends  usually  fill  up 
quickly  and  usually  several  months  prior  to  the 
actual  weekend.  The  cost  of  a  Happening 
weekend  is  $80.00  and  Registration  forms  are 
available  from  your  Youth  Advisor,  from  your 
parish  priest  or  from  Cookie  Cantwell,  Happening 
Coordinator,  2215  Waverly  Drive,  Wilmington. 
North  Carolina  28403. 


Wardens'  Conference  A  Real  "Eye  Opener!" 

by  Wanda  Dail 


Jr.  and  Sr.  Wardens  gather  for  an  "eye  opener.  " 


MAY  1997 


On  April  11-12,  40  junior  and  senior  wardens 
throughout  the  Diocese  met  at  Trinity  Center  for 
a  Wardens'  Conference  facilitated  by  Bishops 
Sanders  and  Daniel.  The  conference  combined 
worship,  small  group  discussion  and  the  choice 
of  two  out  of  four  workshops.  Workshops 
included:  How  to  Run  An  Effective  Vestry 
Meeting,  Canon  Law  and  How  It  Defines  ttie 
Role  of  Vestry,  What  to  Do  When  a  Rector 
Leaves,  and  Sizing  Up  Your  Congregation. 
Materials  were  distributed  and  diocesan 
resources  for  1997  were  available.  Other  topics 
discussed  were  the  General  Convention  taking 
place  July  15-25  in  Philadelphia  and  Hispanic 
ministry.  Despite  a  "heavy  dew"  (light  rain), 
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participants  took  a  walking  tour  of  the  new 
construction  taking  place  to  complete  Trinity 
Center. 

The  conference  was  a  wonderful  opportunity 
to  share  ideas  and  fellowship  in  an  informal 
atmosphere.  The  information  was  valuable  and 
designed  to  strengthen  wardens  in  their  nurturing 
role.  Bishop  Sanders  stressed  the  importance  of  a 
trusting  relationship.  Wardens  are  to  be  encour- 
aging, caring  and  supportive.  By  all  means 
wardens  need  to  pray  for  our  priest,  vestry  and 
parish.  After  all,  we  are  in  the  hands  of  God. 

Serving  as  a  warden  is  a  joy  and  privilege. 
Thanks  to  Bishop  Sanders  and  Bishop  Daniel  for 
the  great  leadership  and  encouragement! 

  *  - 


<■  m  Interfaith  Refugee 

Ministry 

Anda's  Journey  to  Freedom 


Judith  Castranova,  Diocesan  Refugee  Coordinator  •  Susan  Husson,  Case  Manager  •  Robert  Ruehrdanz,  Job  Developer 
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by  Susan  Husson  and  Judy  Castranova 

On  a  foggy  night  in  January,  1993.  Anda,  a  brown 
and  white  collie,  and  her  owners,  Sanja  and  Cicak 
Omerovic,  crept  out  of  the  city.  The  air  was  icy  cold 
and  mud  and  slush  were  underfoot.  They  ran  past  the 
airport  and  escaped  into  free  territory  where  they 
breathed  deeply  as  they  savored  their  freedom. 

The  war  that  had  started  the  year  before  had 
turned  their  city  into  a  prison.  Twice  before,  these 
three  had  tried  to  leave.  Twice  before,  they  were 
stopped  by  soldiers  and  returned  to  the  hell  that  was 
Sarajevo.  This  time,  they  made  it. 

Anda,  the  collie,  never  let  out  the  slightest  yip  or 
whimper  as  she  sniffed  the  air  around  them  and 
wondered  where  they  were  going.  Ears  up,  she 
watched  her  pregnant  mistress  protectively  as  they  all 
made  their  way  in  the  cold  and  dark  to  the  mountain 
headquarters  of  Cicak's  army  unit,  about  6  miles 
away. 

Once  there.  Anda  curled  up  to  sleep  near  her 
family.  She  awoke  at  the  first  stirring  and  saw  that  it 
was  daylight.  The  aroma  of  fresh-brewed  coffee  was 
an  unfamiliar  scent  to  the  collie,  but  her  owners 
eagerly  downed  a  cup,  then  put  a  bowl  of  water  and 
scraps  in  front  of  her.  Anda  had  learned  to  eat 
whatever  she  could  get  in  Sarajevo:  rice,  potatoes, 
and  a  variety  of  vegetables.  As  a  young  puppy,  she 
had  known  nothing  but  wartime  food — leftovers. 
Unlike  so  many  other  dogs  in  Sarajevo  who  refused 
to  eat  anything  but  dog  food  and  eventually  starved  to 
death,  Anda  was  a  survivor. 

After  a  few  days  at  Army  Headquarters,  Anda 
found  herself  riding  with  her  family  off  the  main  road 
by  van  to  Mostar,  about  1 80  miles  away.  Her  canine 
instinct  told  her  this  was  a  dangerous  trip,  traveling 
up  and  down  the  mountainous  mostly  muddy  terrain. 
Several  days  later,  in  Mostar,  a  warehouse-like 
building  provided  them  with  shelter,  along  with  about 
200  other  people.  Cicak  and  Sanja  slept  on  military 
field  beds,  but  it  was  cold,  so  at  night  Anda  cuddled 
on  the  bed  sharing  her  warmth  with  her  mistress. 


One  morning,  Anda  looked  up  as  she  lapped  her 
water.  Sanja  was  embracing  Cicak  in  a  farewell 
gesture.  He  was  to  stay  behind  in  Mostar  as  his  wife 
and  dog  went  on  to  her  grandmother's.  Two  people 
took  them  by  car  on  the  long  trip  to  Zadar,  Croatia, 
over  mountains  and  along  the  sea  coast  for  380 
miles.  The  cold  and  windy  weather  made  traveling 
at  night  unpleasant  and  frightening.  Anda's  head  and 
ears  perked  up  as  the  car  pulled  in  to  a  restaurant  at  a 
seaside  town.  There  were  lights!  Her  stomach  was 
empty  and  making  rumbling  noises.  A  waiter 
brought  delicious  food:  salad  and  fish.  Anda  eagerly 
consumed  the  contents  of  the  plate  placed  on  the 
floor  right  next  to  Sanja's  table. 

Sometime  later,  Sanja's  uncle  came  by  boat  to 
take  them  to  her  grandmother's  home  on  the  island 
of  Pasman.  Anda  sensed  she  was  not  welcome,  even 
though  she  didn't  understand  the  words  this  man  was 
speaking  to  Sanja.  Slowly,  hostility  gave  way  to 
acceptance,  then  love,  as  Anda  worked  her  way  into 
everyone's  hearts.  Every  morning  at  6  am,  she 
accompanied  Grandmother  to  help  feed  the  chickens, 
then  followed  her  down  the  dusty  roads  to  the 
gardens.  Soon,  she  was  even  allowed  in  the  house. 
Everyone  on  the  island  knew  the  lively,  well- 
behaved  Collie. 

Anda's  family  was  extended  to  three  during  their 
sixth  week  on  the  island.  Cicak  received  permission 
to  visit  his  wife  and  new  baby  daughter.  Soon  they 
were  fleeing  again,  this  time  to  Austria,  to  avoid 
Cicak's  forced  return  to  Bosnia  to  be  imprisoned  or 
made  to  dig  trenches  on  the  front  lines.  An  older  dog 
might  have  been  disoriented  from  all  this  travel,  but 
not  Anda.  Turmoil  is  all  she  had  ever  known  in  her 
young  life,  and  it  had  made  her  adaptable.  The  trip 
to  Austria  was  made  in  a  friend's  car  with  Sanja  and 
baby  Lorina.  Cicak  traveled  alone  on  foot,  crossing 
easily  and  quickly  into  Slovenia,  then  trekking  for 
more  than  a  month  to  finally  reach  his  family  in 
Vienna. 


Ibrahim  (Cicak),  Sanja  and  Lorina  in  their  New  Bern 
backyard  with  their  beloved  collie,  Anda. 

Several  months  later,  in  November  1993,  three 
weary,  displaced  people  and  a  bright-eyed  Collie, 
searching  desperately  for  peace  and  a  quiet  life, 
arrived  in  Berlin,  where  they  were  processed  as 
refugees. 

March  25,  1997,  marked  the  end  of  a  four-year 
journey.  On  that  Tuesday  night,  Sanja,  Cicak  and 
Lorina  exited  the  plane  to  the  welcoming  arms  of 
Cicak's  cousin  Alma  Jalovcic.  Anda,  peering 
cautiously  from  her  cage  in  the  baggage  area  at  the 
Craven  County  airport,  pricked  her  ears  and  stepped 
tentatively  into  a  new  world.  A  world  where  she  and 
her  loved  ones  would  be  free  to  live  in  peace  and  to 
make  new  lives  for  themselves. 

Anda  and  her  family  now  reside  peacefully  in 
New  Bern,  thanks  to  the  joint  sponsorship  of  Cicak's 
cousin,  Alma  Jalovcic,  and  three  Presbyterian 
churches:  Neuse  Forest,  West  New  Bern  and 
Ebenezer.  For  sponsorship  information  for  your 
church  or  organization,  contact  Judy  Castranova. 

—  Robert  Ruehrdanz  also  contributed  to  this  story. 
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1997  Calendar 

May  30 

--CJ 

St.  James',  Wilmington,  presents  a  Cantata  for  Bass,  Organ,  and 
Two  Baroque  Trumpets,  by  G.F,  Telemann,  at  12:10  pm.  Performers 
are  Barry  Bauguess,  Baroque  trumpet;  David  Williams,  bass;  and 
Candace  Williams,  organ. 

August  22-24 
J" 

The  Annual  Conference  on  Church  Music  at  Trinity  Center,  with 
Marilyn  Reiser.  This  conference  is  sponsored  by  the  Joint 
Commissions  on  Liturgy  and  Music  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina. 
More  information  will  be  forthcoming. 

The  Joint  Commission  on  Liturgy  and  Music  would  like  for  this  to  be  an  ongoing  calendar  of 
musical  offerings  in  our  diocese  and  beyond  that  are  available  to  all.  If  you  would  like  to  have 
events  in  your  parish  listed,  please  send  these  to  Mrs.  Betsy  Overton,  Rt.  1,  Box  254,  Aulander, 
NC  27805.  The  calendar  will  be  updated  with  each  edition  of  Cross  Current. 

Correction 


In  "Diary  of  a  Refugee  Resettlement"  in  the  April  paper,  Ijiljana  Cizroic 
was  incorrectly  identified  as  a  Serbian  orthodox.  She  is  a  Croatian. 


Please  send  information  about  refugee  sponsorship  to: 


NAME: 


CHURCH: 
ADDRESS: 


CITY,  STATE,  ZIP: 
PHONE  #:  


JUDY  CASTRONOVA 
208  FIRESTONE  COURT 
NEW  BERN,  NC  28562 


FOR  FASTER  SERVICE, 
CALL  JUDY  AT  919/633-9009 
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A  Call  to  Prayer 


In  his  column  for  the  May,  1997,  issue  of  Episcopal 
Life,  the  national  newspaper  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  Presiding  Bishop  Edmond  Browning  reflects 
on  the  process  of  selecting  nominees  for  the  election 
of  the  next  presiding  bishop. 

Well  I  remember  the  announcement  of  the 
nominees  in  1985.  It  was  my  birthday,  March  11. 
The  election  was  held  one  day  more  than  six  months 
later,  on  our  wedding  anniversary,  September  10. 
What  a  long  six  months  it  was! 

Fortunately,  the  timetable  is  different  this  time, 
and  only  slightly  more  than  three  months  will  elapse 
between  the  nominations  from  the  committee  and  the 
election.  I  think  this  is  a  healthy  change.  The  period 
between  the  nominations  and  the  election  is  a  kind  of 
limbo,  a  holding  time,  for  the  nominees,  their 
families,  and  their  dioceses.  It  is  a  time  when  it  is 
difficult  to  make  plans  in  any  area  of  your  life. 

Several  months  ago  during  a  visit  to  a  diocese 
someone  said  to  me:  "I  bet  you  wouldn't  have 
missed  a  moment  of  the  last  1 1  years."  I  thought 
about  that,  and  laughed  as  I  responded  that  there 
might  have  been  just  one  or  two  moments  I  wouldn't 
have  minded  missing! 

I'm  sure  you  know:  the  ministry  of  the  presiding 
bishop  is  not  all  tea  and  cakes.  There  are  rough 
patches,  tough  decisions,  stress  and  pressure.  Even 
so,  I  can't  imagine  a  greater  blessing  than  to  serve  as 
presiding  bishop.  It  saddens  me  when  people  who 
have  focused  only  on  the  difficulties  see  this  as  a 


terrible  task.  They  are  looking  at  a  tiny  piece  of  the 
picture.  This  ministry  has  incredible  possibilities  for 
serving  God  and  God's  people.  As  I've  often  said,  I 
have  the  best  job  in  the  church. 

Over  these  last  1 1  plus  years,  I  have  been  given 
an  opportunity  to  witness  the  goodness  of  people, 
their  grace-filled  ministries,  their  sacrificial 
offerings.  Because  I  am  privileged  to  be  the  church's 
chief  pastor,  I  have  learned  from  people  of  their 
struggles  and  accomplishments,  their  grief  and  their 
joys.  I  have  shared  in  very  intimate  ways  the  lives  of 
sister  and  brother  Christians,  both  in  this  country  and 
all  around  our  global  village. 

I  have  had  an  opportunity  to  challenge  the 
church  to  discern  as  a  community  what  God  is 
calling  us  to  be.  I  have  been  called  to  articulate  a 
vision  for  the  church  based  on  the  discernment  of  the 
community.  The  vision  is  not  mine  alone,  but  arises 
from  the  community  of  the  faithful.  I  have  been 
called  to  name  the  vision,  and  then  oversee  its 
realization  through  my  governance  responsibilities  as 
the  church's  chief  executive  officer. 

These  indeed  are  awesome  responsibilities,  and 
this  is  only  a  partial  accounting.  Of  this  I  am  certain: 
only  prayer  makes  it  possible  for  me  to  respond  to 
God's  call  to  me  with  both  steadfastness  and  joy.  The 
prayers  of  people  all  around  the  church  mean 
everything  to  me.  Sometimes  I  have  a  deep  sense  of 
being  carried  by  prayer.  My  own  prayer  life  is  also 
absolutely  essential.  Whoever  is  called  to  this  office, 
whatever  his  abilities,  must  be  deeply  grounded  in 


the  life  of  faith  or  he  will  simply  be  buried  under  a 
mountain  of  irrelevant  paper,  or  drown  in  a  sea  of 
care  and  worry.  That  might  sound  extreme  but  it  is  a 
lesson  I  have  learned  very  well  since  1986. 

In  my  office  we  are  keeping  a  calendar  of  events 
already  scheduled  for  the  25th  Presiding  Bishop: 
meetings  with  me  and  the  president  of  the  House  of 
Deputies,  with  the  Council  of  Advice,  with  the 
Executive  Council.  Even  though  no  commitments 
have  been  made  beyond  regularly  scheduled 
meetings,  the  pages  are  far  from  blank.  These 
calendars  will  be  given  to  each  of  the  nominees.  In  a 
way  they  will  be  symbolic  of  what  might  be,  and  of 
the  uncertainty  these  bishops  surely  will  feel  during 
the  next  three  months. 

We  owe  a  great  deal  to  the  nominees —  who 
have  prayed  and  thought  carefully  about  their  call  to 
the  Office  of  Presiding  Bishop.  It  is  a  momentous 
decision  to  allow  your  name  to  go  forward.  During 
this  time,  it  is  an  important  discipline  for  all  of  us  to 
surround  the  nominees,  their  families,  and  their 
dioceses  with  prayer.  It  is  also  important  to  pray  for 
the  House  of  Bishops  as  they  prepare  to  elect  the 
25th  Presiding  Bishop  at  General  Convention  in 
Philadelphia  on  Monday,  July  2 1 . 

There  are  many  things  that  hold  us  together — 
the  Episcopal  Church.  There  is  none  more  important 
than  our  prayer  for  one  another.  Please  know  of  my 
prayers  for  you,  and  thank  you  from  a  grateful  heart 
for  your  prayers  for  me. 


Opinions  in  Lutheran  Synods  Divided  Over  Ecumenical  Agreements 


(ENS)  Opinions  are  mixed  in  individual  synods 
of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America 
(ELCA)  over  various  ecumenical  proposals  facing 
the  church,  ELCA  bishops  learned  as  they  met  in 
Woodland  Hills,  California,  March  6-11. 

The  ELCA  Churchwide  Assembly  meeting  in 
August  is  scheduled  to  vote  on  entering  "full 
communion"  with  the  Episcopal  Church  and  with 
three  churches  of  the  Reformed  tradition:  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.),  Reformed  Church  in 
America  and  United  Church  of  Christ.  The  Episcopal 
Church  will  vote  on  the  Concordat  of  Agreement 
with  the  ELCA  at  its  General  Convention  meeting  in 
July. 

Several  bishops  at  the  March  meeting  said  that 
opinions  in  their  synods  are  mixed  or  not  supportive 
of  one  or  the  other  of  the  proposals.  A  number  of  the 
bishops  themselves  brought  strong  concerns  about 
the  Concordat  to  a  joint  meeting  with  the  Episcopal 
House  of  Bishops  in  the  Pocono  Mountains  last 
November,  but  for  the  most  part  left  the  shared 
gathering  much  more  positively  inclined. 

The  Saint  Paul  Area  Synod  in  Minnesota  is 
"deeply  divided,"  according  to  Bishop  Mark  S. 
Hanson.  He  tapped  a  common  theme  when  he  cited 
"a  visceral  response  . . .  coming  out  of  a  piety  that  is 
suspicious  of  hierarchy."  In  this  case,  "intellectual 
arguments  are  not  helpful,"  Hanson  said.  "How  can 
we  say  to  people,  it  is  okay  to  be  a  member  of  the 
ELCA  and  not  support  these  agreements?" 

Bishop  Paul  E.  Spring  of  the  Northwestern 


Pennsylvania  Synod  said  that  he  will  write  a  piece 
for  "The  Lutheran"  magazine  opposing  "A  Formula 
of  Agreement,"  which  relates  to  the  churches  of  the 
Reformed  tradition,  while  many  in  his  synod  support 
that  proposal. 

In  some  areas,  clergy  most  opposed 

In  the  Upper  Midwest  it  is  the  clergy  of  the 
ELCA  who  are  most  likely  to  be  divided  on  the 
proposals  and  most  opposed  to  the  Concordat  with 
the  Episcopal  Church,  according  to  Bishop  David  W. 
Olson  of  the  Minneapolis  Area  Synod. 

Bishop  Peter  Rogness  of  the  Greater  Milwaukee 
Synod  said,  "We  are  in  an  awkward  situation  as  the 
vote  approaches  because  the  lines  of  debate  have 
never  been  clear."  It  does  not  help  to  tell  people  their 
visceral  arguments  are  not  in  keeping  with  an 
ecumenical  spirit,  he  said. 

"We  are  burdened  by  a  process  that  never  opened 
to  the  life  of  the  church,"  Rogness  said.  He  finds 
himself  "with  some  reservations  about  the  Concor- 
dat," but  unable  to  voice  them  without  speaking 
against  the  processes  of  the  church.  Rogness  said  that 
debate  has  been  handicapped.  "We  have  not  been 
free  to  be  open  and  vigorous  in  our  expression"  for 
fear  of  inflaming  the  argument,  he  said. 

Bishop  Peter  Strommen  of  the  Northeastern 
Minnesota  Synod  said  the  church  has  "an  enormous 
stake  in  the  passage  of  the  Concordat,"  making  it 
extremely  difficult  to  oppose  it.  "One  difficulty,"  he 
said,  "is  that  a  well-  articulated  argument  against  the 


proposals  has  never  been  published  by  the  church,  so 
there  is  a  sense  of  a  highly  managed  process  with 
very  high  stakes." 

Decisions  rest  on  four  issues 

Presiding  Bishop  H.  George  Anderson  said  four 
"matters  of  judgment"  are  important  for  the  church: 
"First,  will  the  mission  work  of  this  church  be 
advanced  or  diffused  by  either  proposal?  Second, 
does  the  acceptance  of  the  gift  of  the  'historic 
episcopate'  vitiate  the  Lutheran  understanding  of 
ministry?" 

He  continued,  "Third,  are  the  differences  between 
us  and  our  partners  of  the  Reformed  tradition  over  the 
doctrine  of  the  Lord's  Supper  church-dividing?  The 
Formula  of  Agreement  asserts  that  they  are  not.  We 
must  decide  if  this  is  true,"  he  said.  "Fourth,  can  we 
accept  the  doctrinal  position  of  the  United  Church  of 
Christ  as  representative  of  its  congregations?" 

While  people  claim  that  their  opinions  have  not 
been  heard,  "both  documents  have  been  changed" 
based  on  concerns  expressed  by  the  ELCA,  pointed 
out  Bishop  Steven  L.  Ullestad  of  the  Northeastern 
Iowa  Synod.  And  Bishop  Roy  G.  Almquist  of  the 
Southeastern  Pennsylvania  Synod  said  that  he  is 
"visceral"  about  approving  the  proposals.  Some 
congregations,  he  said,  "simply  do  not  want  to 
change.  They  are  comfortable  with  who  they  are  and 
do  not  really  care  about  the  church  of  the  future." 

—  Based  on  a  news  release  from  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
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Cross  Current  on  Tape  Aids 
Visually  Impaired,  Commuters 

by  Braun  Campbell 

Mary  Cantwell,  a  member  of  St.  Mary's,  Burgaw,  usually  reads  with  a 
magnifying  glass,  but  not  her  issue  of  Cross  Current.  "I  listen  to  the  audio 
version,  and  it's  been  a  blessing,"  she  says.  For  Mary,  who  frequently  makes 
trips  to  Wilmington,  audio  Cross  Current  makes  her  ride  more  enjoyable  and 
passes  the  time  more  quickly.  "I  especially  love  listening  to  the  Bishop's 
letter;  it's  always  a  blessing,  but  particularly  when  you  hear  it." 

Mary  ordered  the  audio  version  during  last  year's  annual  convention,  and 
anyone  can  receive  it  by  contacting  Alicia  Alford,  Cross  Current  editor.  The 
audio  version  is  a  condensed  version  of  the  full  paper,  and  includes  a 
recording  of  each  issue's  most  important  articles. 

St.  Anne's,  Jacksonville,  member  Ellen  McMillan  doesn't  have  trouble 
seeing  small  print,  but  as  a  CPA,  she's  often  pressed  for  time,  particularly  in 
the  spring.  "I  really  see  it  as  a  way  to  utilize  time,"  she  says.  Ellen  listens  on 
the  way  to  and  from  work.  "It's  easy  to  order,  well  done  and  a  great  time 
management  tool,"  she  says. 

For  Nags  Head  St.  Andrew's  by-the-Sea  member  Elizabeth  Davenport,  it 
is  also  is  a  time-management  tool.  As  a  student  and  a  mother  of  a  young 
child,  she's  often  pressed  for  time.  "But  I  have  found  that  listening  makes 
you  think  about  things  differently  or  catch  something  you  would  normally 
skim  over." 

Elizabeth  says  that  the  narrator's  inflection  often  makes  her  think 
differently  about  an  issue  than  if  she  just  read  the  article.  "I  can  remember  a 
survey  in  an  issue  last  year,"  she  says.  "I  might  have  skipped  over  sections  of 
it  that  I  felt  didn't  relate  to  me,  but  listening  to  it  forced  me  to  think  about  the 
survey  as  a  whole,  rather  than  just  what  I  was  interested  in." 


J~>»  Parish  - 

WFtn-ups 


Hope 

The  word  "hope"  the  learned  say 

Is  derived  from  the  shorter  one  "Hop" 

And  leads  one  onto  "Leap." 

Plato,  in  his  turn,  says  that  the  leaping 

Of  young  creatures  is  the  essence  of  play  — 

So  be  it! 

To  hope,  then,  means  to  take  a  playful  leap 

into  the  future  — 
To  dare  to  spring  from  firm  ground  — 
To  play  trustingly  —  invest  energy,  laughter; 
And  one  good  leap  encourages  another 
On  then  with  the  dance. 

Joan  Erikson 

(Bishop  Daniel  received  this  at  the  House  of  Bishops.) 


Parish  Pin-ups  is  a  regular  feature  of  Cross  Current.  Scan  your  church  bulletin  boards, 
bulletins  and  newsletters  and  submit  your  pin-ups  to  the  editor. 


Diocesan 


Calendar 


May 


Quiet  Day,  Trinity  Center  8 

Committee  to  Evaluate  the  Deaneries,  Diocesan  House,  10  am  9 

Christ  Church,  Hope  Mills,  Parish  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  9-11 

Lower  Cape  Fear  Deanery  Meeting,  All  Soul's,  NW,  10  am  10 

Commission  on  Ministry,  Diocesan  House,  10  am  13 

Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  10  am  13 

St.  Paul's,  Wilmington,  Parish  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  16-18 

Groundbreaking,  St.  Paul's,  Greenville  18 

Web  Simons' Retirement  18 

Family  Ministries  Commission,  Diocesan  House,  10  am  21 

Executive  Council,  Diocesan  House,  9:30  am  23 

St.  Paul's  Beaufort/Thompson  Children  Home,  Trinity  Center  23-25 

Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville,  Parish  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  23-25 

Small  Church  Leadership  Conference,  Trinity  Center  27-30 


Secretaries  Conference,  Trinity  Center  1-2 

Camp  Staff  Training  1-6  J 

Synod,  Kanuga  4-6 

Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry,  Diocesan  House,  10  am  10 

Convention  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  10:30  am  10 

Explorers  I  Camp  7-13 

St.  Timothy's,  Greenville,  Women's  Retreat  13-14 

Senior  High  Camp  15-20 

Episcopal  Consultative  Committee  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  18-19 

St.  Paul's,  Greenville,  Parish  Retreat  20-22 

Adventurers  Volunteer  Staff  Training  21-22 

Adventurers  Camp  22-26 

ECTN  Broadcast:  Proposition  of  Marriage  25 

Christian  Education  Conference  27-29 

Discoverers  I  Camp  29-7/5 


The  Bishops'  Visitation  Schedules 

Bishop  Sanders 

May  I  1  St.  Paul's,  Vanceboro 

May  1 8  Washington-Tyrell  Ministries 

May  25  St.  Stephen's,  Goldsboro 

June  1  Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville 

June  8  St  Thomas',  Oriental 

June  1 5  Grace,  Whiteville 

June  22  St.  Joseph's,  Fayetteville 

Bishop  Daniel 

May  11  Holy  Innocents',  Moss  Hill 

May  18  St.  Paul's,  Greenville 

May  25  St.  Francis',  Bogue  Banks 

June  1  Trininty,  Chocowmity 

June  8  St.  Mary's,  Gatesville 

June  15  St.  Christopher's,  Havelock 

June  22  Holy  Trinity,  Hertford 

June  29  St.  Andrew's,  Goldsboro 


V><r*ss  V^urrent 


MAY  1997 


A  Magnificent  Dance —  Bishop  Sidney  Sanders  1930-1997 


by  Alicia  Alford 


In  1984  Bishop  Sidney  Sanders  translated  a  vision 
into  action  when  he  launched  "Our  Shared  Vision,"  a 
$2  million  capital  funds  campaign  to  fund  the 
construction  of  a  camp  and  conference  center  on  Bogue 
Banks.  He  had  a  vision  and  his  flock  followed. 

On  Monday,  June  9,  1997  the  flock  followed  again. 
This  time  the  vision  was  a  reality  and  the  dreamer  was 
being  interred  in  front  of  the  altar  at  Sanders  Point  on 
the  Trinity  Center  grounds. 

Close  to  1 ,000  people  from  across  the  diocese 
gathered  under  the  Centrum  and  adjoining  tents  for  a 
service  celebrating  the  life  and  ministry  of  the  Right 
Reverend  Brice  Sidney  Sanders  who  died  Thursday, 
June  5.  More  than  400  had  gathered  the  night  before  at 
St.  Mary's,  Kinston  for  a  choral  Evensong  and  prayer 
vigil. 

In  the  midst  of  the  reception  following  the  service 
Barbara  Joe  White,  Director  of  Trinity  Center's  Sound 
to  Sea  program  said,  "Isn't  it  wonderful  that  he  is 
here." 

Indeed,  Bishop  Sanders  was  there.  The  clergy  of 
the  diocese  waited  to  process  under  the  street  sign 
reading  Sanders  Point.  His  followers  packed  the 
Centrum  just  as  they  had  eleven  years  ago  when  Trinity 
Center  was  dedicated.  His  family  —  wife  Nancy, 
brother  Bill,  children  Rick,  Bob,  Lynne,  and 
grandchildren  Sydney,  Devin,  Bryce,  Robinson, 
Wesley,  and  Ensley  —  filled  the  first  row. 

During  the  service,  his  vision  was  at  work  as 
sounds  of  the  new  construction  at  Trinity  Center 
filtered  through  the  air.  The  procession  from  the 
Centrum  to  Sanders  Point  even  passed  by  newly 
constructed  camp  staff  housing  —  all  made  real 
because  Bishop  Sanders  wanted  to  complete  Trinity 
Center  before  he  died. 

As  long-time  diocesan  staff  members  Carol  Taylor, 
Judy  Covington  and  Jane  Wynne  placed  Bishop 
Sanders'  ashes  in  the  ground  on  Sanders  Point,  young 
people  with  long  faces  and  bright  Camp  Trinity  shirts 
hung  from  trees.  This,  perhaps  above  all,  surely  pleased 
Bishop  Sanders.   Bishop  Sanders  was  deeply 
committed  to  the  youth  of  this  diocese  and  played  an 
active  role  in  youth  ministries  both  at  Camp  Trinity  and 
during  Happening  and  New  Beginnings  retreats. 

As  guitarist  Jim  Sims  led  family  members,  bishops, 
priests,  Trinity  Center  staff,  diocesan  staff  and  friends 
in  "Jerusalem,  My  Happy  Home"  a  lone  gull  soared 
above  the  trees  over  Sanders  Point.  The  gull  seemed  to 
reiterate  retired  Diocese  of  North  Carolina  Bishop  Bob 
Estill's  words  from  the  homily  —  one  could  imagine 
Bishop  Sanders  through  the  gull  saying,  "Disease  has 
wrecked  my  body,  but  my  spirit  still  soars." 

Mourners  wiped  their  tears,  said  goodbye  and 
rejoiced  in  the  beauty  of  Sanders  Point,  the  beauty  of 
Bishop  Sanders'  life,  and  in  the  joy  of  God's  goodness. 

As  the  crowd  was  disbursing.  Bishop  Sanders' 
sons,  Rick  and  Bob,  and  nephew,  Jim  Hall  moved  to 
the  banks  of  Bogue  Sound  for  one  last  fitting  tribute  to 
their  father  and  uncle.  They  each  threw  a  golf  ball  into 
the  water,  leaving  him  a  mulligan  in  Trinity  Center's 
waters. 

Trinity  Center  has  long  been  the  soul  of  this 
diocese.  It  is  now  sacred  ground.  It  was  Bishop 
Sanders'  great  love  and  as  Allen  Hornthal,  a  member  of 
St.  Paul's,  Edenton,  and  diocesan  finance  committee 
chair  expressed,  "There  really  was  no  other  place  for 
him  to  be  buried." 

In  his  homily  Bishop  Estill  said  "Sid's  greatest 
contribution  to  the  diocese  and  to  the  greater  Church  is 
Trinity  Center.  Generations  will  tread  this  ground  with 
gratitude  and  with  connection  to  the  bishop." 

Sanders '  story 

Bishop  Sanders  would  be  pleased  with  this 
connection.  In  his  1995  convention  address  he  said, 


"The  gift  we  can  give  to  contemporary  man  is  that 
history  matters."  In  that  address  he  encouraged  us  to 
tell  a  story  —  our  story  and  the  Jesus  story.  Here,  in 
part,  is  his  story,  so  intricately  linked  to  the  Jesus  story. 

Brice  Sidney  Sanders  was  born  in  1930  the  second 
son  of  Nashville,  Tennessee  parents  Walter  and  Agnes 
Sanders.  His  father  was  a  traveling  salesman;  his 
mother  a  southern  gentlewomen  and  later  the  source  of 
many  sermons.   Bishop  Sanders,  by  his  own 
admission,  was  a  mischievous  child. 

In  1950  Nancy  Robinson  answered  the  phone  in 
Canterbury  House,  the  Episcopal  Student  Center  at 
Vanderbilt  University.  She  was  asked  to  deliver  a 
message  to  Sid  from  his  mother.  She  delivered  the 
message  and  they  began  dating.  They  were  married  in 
1953  and  had  three  children,  Richard  (Rick),  Robert 
(Bob),  and  Lynne. 

After  graduating  from  Vanderbilt  University, 
Sanders  attended  one  year  of  seminary  at  Sewanee.  In 
the  summer  of  1953  he  transferred  to  Episcopal 
Theological  School  in  Cambridge,  Massachusetts 
where  he  graduated.  He  served  as  priest  for  three 
mission  congregations  in  the  Diocese  of  Tennessee  and 
at  the  Eastern  Shore  Chapel  in  Virginia  Beach, 
Virginia. 

In  1975  he  joined  the  faculty  at  Virginia 
Theological  Seminary,  where  he  served  as  Associate 
Dean  of  Student  Affairs,  teacher  of  pastoral  theology 
and  personal  religion  and  chaplain.  From  1975  to  1979 
he  served  as  Dean  of  St.  Andrew's  Cathedral,  a  2,200- 
members  congregation  in  Jackson,  Mississippi. 

Dean  Sanders  was  elected  bishop  coadjutor  of  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina  in  June  1979.  He  was  elected 
on  the  second  ballot  of  the  special  convention  held  at 
Christ  Church,  New  Bern.  He  was  consecrated  on 
October  26,  1979  at  St.  Mary's,  Kinston,  becoming  the 
second  bishop  in  the  Sanders  family.  His  older  brother 
Bill  is  the  retired  Bishop  of  East  Tennessee. 
While  bishop  coadjutor,  the  Sanders  family  lived  in 
Williamston.  Lynne,  the  youngest  of  the  Sanders' 
children,  graduated  from  Williamston  High  School. 
Bishop  Sanders'  office  was  in  the  parish  house  at 
Church  of  the  Advent. 

Bishop  Sanders  became  diocesan  bishop  in  1983 
when  Bishop  Hunley  Elebash  retired. 

A  Legacy  of  Servanthood 

When  asked  by  a  Raleigh  News  &  Obser\>er 
reporter  to  say  a  few  words  about  Bishop  Sanders,  the 
Rev.  Joe  Cooper,  rector  of  Church  of  the  Servant, 
Wilmington,  simply  said,  "He  taught  the  Church  how 
to  be  a  servant." 

Preaching  on  Sunday,  June  9,  the  Rev.  Jim  Horton, 
rector  of  Church  of  the  Advent,  said  of  Bishop  Sanders, 
"I  believe,  for  him,  that  outreach  ministries  would  be 
his  choice  of  a  legacy.  When  he  talked  about  migrants 
or  latchkey  children  or  whomever,  they  were  not  words 
he  spoke  about,  but  people  he  knew  and  touched." 

Bishop  Sanders  embodied  Christian  servanthood. 
His  flock  extended  far  beyond  the  doors  of  our 
Episcopal  Churches. 

He  played  a  vital  role  in  establishing  Good 
Shepherd  House  in  Wilmington.  He  ardently 
supported  Jud  Mayfield's  work  with  affordable  housing 
in  Beaufort  and  Hyde  counties.  He  became  an  advocate 
for  the  Episcopal  Farmworkers  Ministry  in  Newton 
Grove.  He  relished  the  initiative  of  Gary  Fulton  in 
establishing  a  Hispanic  ministry  at  San  Mateo  in 
Yeatesville. 

He  pushed,  prodded  and  inspired  his  flock  to  open 
the  doors  of  our  churches  for  outreach.  He  spoke  often 
of  servanthood  and  he  modeled  it  at  the  diocesan  level. 
He  pushed  hard  to  move  the  diocese  toward  50/50 
giving —  giving  50%  of  the  operating  budget  to 
programs  beyond  the  diocese.  At  his  insistence  a  $1 
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Bishop  Sanders  and  Canon  at  Trinity  Center. 


Bishop  Sanders  during  a  visitation  at  San  Mateo, 
Yeatesville. 


million  outreach  component  was  included  in  the  1996 
"Covenant  with  the  Future"  capital  funds  drive. 

"The  Bishop  was  convinced  that  our  call  in  life 
was  to  be  servants  of  the  people  of  God  whom  we 
encountered,"  said  Horton  in  his  sermon. 
Bishop  Sanders  even  carried  that  call  with  him  into  the 
doctors'  offices  once  he  was  diagnosed  with  cancer. 
He  saw  an  opportunity  to  minister  to  those  taking 
chemotheraphy  with  him,  to  the  nurses  and  to  the 
doctors. 

/'//  dance  for  you 

Bishop  Sanders  wasn't  very  good  at  being  ill,  not 
because  he  wasn't  stoic,  but  because  it  slowed  him 
down  and  he  didn't  like  to  sit  still. 

On  several  occasions  Bishop  Sanders  declared 
with  laughter  that  he  had  never  been  sick  a  day  in  his 
life  until  he  moved  to  East  Carolina.  Shortly  after 
assuming  his  duties  as  bishop  coadjutor,  Bishop 
Sanders  was  diagnosed  with  throat  cancer.  An 
operation  left  him  with  a  distinct  but  shaky  voice.  In 
1992  he  was  diagnosed  for  lung  cancer  and  an 
operation  followed.  In  1995  the  cancer  returned 
and  Bishop  Sanders  had  been  undergoing 
chemotherpy.  He  liked  to  joke  that  he  had 
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The  Face  of  Camp  Trinity  Pales 


by  Alicia  Alford 

For  the  third  summer  in  a  row,  the  entire  Camp 
Trinity  staff  is  Caucasian. 

This  news  was  met  with  concern  and 
disappointment  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
Diocese  when  it  met  on  May  23.  The  Trinity  Center 
Board  meeting  on  May  27  was  equally  dismayed  with 
the  news. 

How  did  a  camp  built  with  the  hopes  of 
reconciliation  and  racial  unity  become  so  white? 

More  importantly,  what  is  being  done  to  address 
this  colorlessness? 

Camp  History 

To  fully  understand  why  this  news  is  so  disturbing, 
we  must  first  revisit  the  history  of  the  diocesan  camping 
programs.  Until  1987  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 
owned  and  operated  two  distinct  camps. 

Campers  at  both  camps  shared  similar  experiences. 
Teen-age  counselors  provided  role  models.  Priests 
rolled  up  their  sleeves  and  interacted  with  the  campers. 
Campers  learned  social  skills,  made  new  friends  and 
had  fun. 

Camp  Leach  was  located  on  the  Pamlico  River  near 


Washington,  NC.  Rustic  cabins  with  brightly  painted 
butterflies,  flowers  and  crosses  were  nestled  amongst 
the  pine  trees  and  Spanish  moss.  Campers  gathered 
around  the  camp  fire  to  hear  stories  of  the  doo-hammer, 
to  sing  "It  only  takes  a  spark..."  and  to  listen  to  the 
river  lap  against  the  steep  banks.  They  worshipped  at 
the  outdoor,  river-front  chapel.  White  campers 
attended  Camp  Leach. 

Camp  Oceanside  was  located  in  Ocean  City  on 
Topsail  Island  where  the  present  Wade  H.  Chestnut 
Memorial  Chapel  stands.   In  the  early  days  a  motel 
and  restaurant  served  as  a  dormitory  and  dining  hall. 
Later,  the  newly  constructed  off-white  dormitory  and 
recreation  buildings  blended  with  the  sandy  landscape. 
Campers  trekked  twice  daily  to  the  ocean  where  they 
swam  protected  from  the  undertow  by  a  human  chain 
of  interlocked  arms  or  hunted  for  shells.  Campers 
gathered  in  the  recreation  hall  to  sing,  to  perform  skits, 
play  Ping-Pong  and  have  Bible  study.  Many 
counselors  worked  for  free.  Black  campers  attended 
Camp  Oceanside. 

Though  segregation  had  long  since  been  outlawed, 
its  history  haunted  the  diocesan  camping  program.  In 


1984  the  diocese  launched  a  $2  million  capital  funds 
campaign  to  construct  a  new  camps  and  conference 
center.  The  campaign  was  called  "Our  Shared  Vision." 
Camp  Trinity  opened  its  doors  in  the  summer  of  1987. 

According  to  Bishop  Sidney  Sanders,  Trinity 
Center  could  not  have  been  built  without  the  support  of 
the  black  community  in  the  diocese,  particularly 
Caronell  Chestnut.  Mrs.  Chestnut  and  her  husband, 
Wade,  both  members  of  St.  Mark's,  Wilmington,  had 
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Retirement  Facility  Feasibility  Committee  Digs  In 


by  Alicia  Alford 

As  Cross  Current  was  being  prepared  for  the 
press,  the  newly  formed  retirement  facility 
feasibility  committee  held  its  first  meeting  on 
Wednesday,  June  1 1  at  the  diocesan  office  in 
Kinston.  Committee  Chair  retired  Rear  Admiral 
Fred  Baughman,  a  member  of  Christ  Church,  New 
Bern,  was  pleased  with  the  diversity  of  the 
committee.  The  committee  members  represent  all 
five  deaneries  in  the  diocese  and  come  to  the 
committee  with  a  variety  of  backgrounds  and 
skills.  Their  charge  is  to  spend  one  year  examining 
the  pros  and  cons  of  establishing  a  retirement 
community  in  East  Carolina. 


Since  Baughman  appeared  before  the 
Executive  Council  of  the  diocese  in  March,  he  has 
received  very  positive  feedback  from  all  over  the 
diocese.  "I  am  encouraged  by  the  response,"  said 
Baughman  in  a  phone  interview. 

Several  groups  across  the  diocese  have  already 
been  studying  the  issue  of  retirement  housing. 
Nancy  Smith  reported  at  the  June  Executive 
Council  meeting  that  the  Lower  Cape  Fear 
Deanery  has  been  researching  the  probability  of  a 
retirement  facility  near  Wilmington  and  has 
already  identified  a  piece  of  property  for  such  a 
project.   Bishop  Clifton  Daniel  reported  that  the 


Rev.  Bill  Bradbury  and  his  church,  St.  Peter's, 
Washington,  is  involved  in  an  ecumenical  housing 
project  for  retirees  in  the  Washington  area.  He  also 
said  that  the  Rev.  Charles  Gill,  rector  of  St. 
Andrew's  by  the  Sea,  Nags  Head,  has  expressed  an 
interest  in  a  senior  living  complex  for  the  folks  in 
the  northeastern  area  of  the  diocese. 

With  so  many  initiatives  happening 
independently  of  one  another,  Bishop  Daniel  feels 
strongly  that  a  retirement  facility  for  the  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina  is  "an  idea  whose  moment  has  come." 
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Recreation  —  Holier  Than  We  Can  Imagine 


by  Phil  Glick 

Summer  is  a  time  to  play,  to  get  away  from  it 
all  and  to  relax!  It  is  also  a  time  of  intense  growth 
in  the  world  of  nature  around  us.  Our  gardens  are 
shooting  upward  and  the  smell  of  lush  vegetation 
is  in  the  air.  For  Episcopalians  the  parallel  for  this 
time  of  growth  in  nature  is  the  season  of  Pentecost. 

Pentecost  is  the  green  season.  It  is  to  be  time 
for  growth  in  Christ.  We  have  come  through  the 
great  fifty  days  of  Easter  in  which  we  have  died 
with  Christ,  so  that  we  might  be  raised  in  new  life. 
Resurrection  life  has  to  do  with  rebirth — being 
born  again.  Now,  after  the  birth  comes  a  time  of 
sustained  growth  in  Christ  marked  by  the  green, 
growing  season  of  Pentecost. 

Sometimes  it  seems  odd,  though,  that  the  very 
season  which  is  to  be  marked  by  growth  in  Christ 
is  the  very  time  when  church  life  grinds  to  a  snail's 
pace.  Are  growth  in  Christ  (and  in  the  body  of 
Christ,  the  Church)  and  summer  (the  time  for 
vacations  and  long  weekends)  at  odds  with 
each  other? 


The  answer  for  some  is  probably  yes.  Church 
attendance  and  related  activities  are  an  obligation 
and  duty,  better  left  behind  at  vacation  time. 
Growth  in  Christ  seems  ponderous;  a  weighty 
matter  to  be  shed  like  winter  garments  before 
putting  on  the  light,  breezy  clothing  of  summer. 

But  spiritual  matters  and  the  recreation  of 
summer  need  not  be  in  separate  corners  of  our 
lives.  Recreation  is  an  ancient  Biblical  concept 
which  comes  from  the  doctrine  of  creation. 
Recreation  literally  means  to  be  re-created. 
Recreation  can  be  a  holy  thing  when  it  leads  to 
God,  rather  than  away;  which  is  to  say,  when  it's 
something  more  than  escape  from  life. 

God  did,  afterall,  have  fun  creating  all  that  is. 
Psalm  104:27  reports  that  God  made  the  leviathan 
"just  for  the  sport  of  it."  And  God  did  rest  after 
the  six  days  of  creation,  sanctifying,  not  just  the 
Sabbath,  but  rest.  When  we  are  truly  at  play  (not 
the  same  as  being  entertained),  we  can  begin  to 
understand  what  God  meant  when  he  pronounced 


all  of  creation  good.  It  is  while  at  rest  that  we  are 
open  to  the  movement  of  the  same  Spirit  of  God 
which  moved  over  the  face  of  the  waters,  bringing 
forth  creation  and  all  re-creation  to  follow. 

Play  and  rest  are  holier  than  we  can  imagine! 
Have  a  blessed  and  holy  summer.  And  when 
you're  at  church  while  away,  pick  up  a  bulletin  to 
bring  back. 

  Reprinted  from  The  Epistle,  the  newsletter  of  St.  Thomas, 

Ahoskie,  where  Phil  Click  serves  as  rector. 


Chestnut  Memorial  Chapel 
Open  for  Summer 

Located  in  Ocean  City  on  Topsail  Island,  the  Wade  H.  Chestnut  Memorial 
Chapel  opens  on  June  15  for  its  summer  schedule.  Holy  Eucharist  is 
celebrated  each  Sunday  at  1 1  am  beginning  June  15.  A  listing  of  the  celebrants 
for  each  Sunday  is  below. 


June  15 
June  22 
June  29 
July  6: 
July  13 
July  20 
July  27 
Aug  3: 
Aug.  10 
Aug.  17 
Aug.  24 
Aug.  31 


The  Rev.  J.  Fred  Fordham 
The  Rev.  William  J.  Hadden 
The  Rev.  Bonnie  Clark 
The  Rev.  Jeffrey  Miller 
The  Rev.  John  A.  Weatherly 
The  Rev.  Augustine  Joseph 
The  Rev.  Christian  Omeofia 
The  Rev.  David  Rose 
The  Rev.  William  Gibson 
Deacon  Vera  Hayes 
The  Rev.  Clement  Jordan 
The  Rev.  G.  William  Ray 


It's  Time 
for  the  Farmworker  Festival!! 

We  are  gearing  up  for  the  7th  Annual  Farmworker  Festival  and  we 
need  your  help.  At  Farmworker  Festival  '97,  we  will  honor  farmworkers 
for  the  important  work  that  they  do.  The  celebration  will  take  place  on 
Sunday,  August  31  in  Newton  Grove  and  will  include  music,  dancing, 
food,  children's  entertainment,  a  health  clinic,  information  booths,  and  a 
soccer  tournament.  It  is  always  a  lot  of  fun,  and  is  well  attended  by 
farmworkers  and  friends  alike.  This  event  is  entirely  funded  by  donations. 
You  can  help  to  make  this  multi-cultural  event  a  big  success  by  making  a 
donation  of  money  or  time.  Please  make  checks  payable  to  "Episcopal 
Farmworker  Ministry"  and  please  indicate  on  the  check  that  it  is  for  the 
Farmworker  Festival.  If  you  would  like  to  volunteer  at  the  Festival, 
please  call  Holly  Christofferson  at  910/567-6917.  Thanks. 


A  service  of  re-dedication  of  the  chapel  is  scheduled  for  August  16  at  10:30 
a.m.  A  picnic  lunch  will  follow  the  service.  The  chapel  has  been  extensively 
refurbished  since  it  was  damaged  during  hurricanes  Fran  and  Bertha.  All 
members  of  the  diocese  are  invited  to  attend.  Former  Camp  Oceanside  campers 
and  staff  members  are  invited  to  join  a  reunion  at  the  re-dedication. 


St.  James  the  Fisherman's 
Second  Annual  Ticket  Raffle 

Proceeds  help  support  outreach  and  building  programs. 


Only  3,500  tickets  sold 
Drawing  date:  July  17 
Tickets  are  $10.00. 


First  Prize  -  Red  Chevy  S-10  pick-up 

Second  Prize  -  4-day  cruise 
Third  Prize  -  25  inch  color  television 


To  purchase  tickets,  call  Nancy  Smith  at  800/756-9635 
or  write  her  at  P.O.  Box  68,  Shallotte,  NC  28549. 
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Coverage  of  General  Convention 


The  July  issue  of  Cross  Current  will  be  a  special  shortened  issue 
concentrating  on  the  news  and  issues  of  the  General  Convention  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  being  held  in  Philedelphia  July  16-21.  There  will  be 
limited  coverage  of  diocesan  news  items. 

If  you  are  interested  in  daily  coverage  of  the  General  Convention,  you 
may  subscribe  to  Convention  Daily  (an  order  form  is  below)  or  you  may  visit 
the  Episcopal  Church  on  the  internet  at  http://www.ecusa.anglican.org.  News 
items  will  be  posted  daily  during  convention. 

If  you  are  interested  in  attending  the  General  Convention  as  a  visitor  and 
need  more  information,  you  may  contact  the  diocesan  office  in  Kinston  at 
919/522-0885.  Because  Philedelphia  is  within  driving  distance,  the  1997 
convention  is  a  great  opportunity  to  experience  first-hand  the  workings  of  the 
church. 

We  will  return  to  regular  news  coverage  in  September.  You  may  wish  to 
use  the  summer  months  to  up-date  your  Cross  Current  mailing  list. 

All  churches  were  mailed  a  copy  of  their  mailing  list  in  October  and  only 
about  half  have  responded.  Please  contact  Alicia  Alford,  910/938-1017,  if 
you  have  any  questions  about  maintaining  your  list.  Remember  the  more  you 
up-date  it,  the  more  informed  your  members  will  be. 


Do  You  Know. . .? 


The  editor  of  Cross  Current  is  looking  for  people  in  the  diocese  -  lay 
or  clergy  -  who  personally  know  any  of  the  nominees  for  presiding 
bishop.  If  your  paths  have  crossed  at  any  time,  please  contact  Alicia 
Alford,  Cross  Current  editor,  910/938-1017.  She  would  appreciate  your 
input  for  a  story  on  the  nominees. 
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given  the  land  for  Camp  Oceanside  and  basically 
oversaw  the  operation  the  camp. 

"Because  they  were  willing  to  shut  Camp 
Oceanside  and  go  to  a  neutral  site,  Camp  Trinity 
became  a  reality,"  said  Bishop  Sanders. 

Efforts  to  Diversify 

The  Rev.  Bob  Banse,  chair  of  the  Camp  Committee, 
brought  the  issue  to  the  attention  of  both  the  executive 
council  and  the  Trinity  Center  board.  He  reported  that 
the  Camp  Committee  is  well  aware  that  Camp  Trinity  is 
not  adequately  reflecting  the  diversity  of  the  diocese. 

Carol  Taylor,  the  diocesan  Youth  and  Camp 
Coordinator,  echoed  this  concern,  "This  is  one  of  my 
biggest  frustrations.  I  have  worked  with  this  issue  for 
eleven  years." 

"We  plan  to  spend  a  lot  of  time  examining  the 
problem,"  said  Banse.  A  special  meeting  focusing  on 
the  problem  is  being  scheduled  for  the  fall. 

Part  of  the  issue  seems  to  be  marketing.  In  the  past 
Caronell  Chestnut  worked  to  recruit  black  children  to 
the  camping  program.  Chestnut  is  unable  to  continue 
her  work  and  black  youth  don't  seem  to  be  getting  the 
word  that  Camp  Trinity  is  a  viable  summer  option.  In 
1996  a  mere  8.3%  of  the  campers  represented  blacks. 
That  number  has  fallen  to  7.8%  for  the  1997  camping 
season. 

The  Hispanic  population  is  also  under-represented 
among  campers.  Banse  attributes  this  to  cultural 
differences.  "The  Hispanic  community  doesn't 
understand  why  folks  would  want  to  send  their  children 
away  for  a  week,"  explained  Banse.  "They  have  very 
close-knit  families  and  they  see  the  summer  as  a  time 


for  the  family  to  be  together.  The  idea  of  sending  their 
children  away  is  foreign  to  them." 

Banse  was  eager  to  explain  that  both  he  and  Carol 
Taylor,  the  diocesan  Youth  and  Camp  Coordinator, 
have  been  working  to  address  the  problem.  As  Camp 
Coordinator,  Taylor  has  spoken  to  diocesan  groups; 
visited  parishes;  and  met  with  individuals  to  encourage 
minority  participation  in  Camp  Trinity. 

This  summer  four  students  from  our  companion 
Diocese  of  Puerto  Rico  will  serve  as  Counselors-in- 
Training.  Six  Hispanic  campers  from  the  Kinston  area 
will  attend  camp,  thanks  to  the  sponsorship  of  St. 
Mary's,  Kinston.  For  the  first  time,  San  Mateo, 
Yeatsville,  will  send  children  to  camp  —  four  in  all. 
Fifty-four  campers  have  received  scholarship 
assistance  totalling  approximately  $10,000  for  the 
1997  camping  season  and  money  is  still  available  from 
the  Camp  Trinity  Scholarship  Fund. 

Facing  the  Challenge 

Looking  toward  the  future,  Banse  and  Taylor  are 
considering  attending  the  fall  deanery  meetings  to 
enlist  the  help  of  deaneries  in  addressing  the  problem. 

"As  we  see  it,"  said  Banse  "we  need  a  grass  roots 
recruitment  effort.  We  must  start  in  local 
congregations  getting  minority  students  to  come  to 
camp  and  experience  camp  first-hand.  Most  of  the 
camp  staff  is  there  because  they  experienced  camp 
first." 

Banse  thinks  that  he  and  Taylor  need  to  go  parish 
by  parish  visiting  clergy,  wardens  and  church  leaders  to 
ask  them  what  can  be  done  to  communicate  to 
members  of  the  diocese  and  to  encourage  participation. 


But  some  council  members  were  not  satisfied  that 
more  was  not  being  done  to  address  the  problem  for  the 
coming  summer. 

"The  camp  staff  represents  the  face  of  this  diocese," 
said  council  member  Tom  Midyette,  Rector  of  St. 
Paul's,  Greenville.  "I  am  very  concerned  that  it  reflects 
no  diversity." 

According  to  Banse,  Carol  Taylor  received  two 
camp  staff  applications  from  very  qualified  applicants. 
Unfortunately,  they  arrived  weeks  after  the  published 
application  deadline,  by  which  time  the  interview 
process  had  been  completed,  the  camp  staff  had  been 
hired  and  there  were  no  available  positions. 

Caronell  Chestnut  reiterates  the  concern.  "I  don't 
understand  why  we  let  it  get  to  this  point.  Why  wasn't 
more  done  after  the  first  summer  there  were  no 
minorities  on  the  staff?" 

"Camp  Trinity  is  a  wonderful  place,"  Chestnut 
continued.  "We  just  need  to  make  sure  all  our  children 
have  the  opportunity  to  experience  it." 

"For  years  Carol  and  Caronell  have  carried  the 
responsibility  by  themselves,"  commented  Bishop 
Clifton  Daniel.  "It  is  time  that  the  responsibility  is 
shared." 

Expressing  her  concern,  Taylor  noted,  "This  is  not 
just  a  camp  issue.  It  is  a  youth  ministry  issue  and  a 
diocesan  issue.  There  is  an  inclusive  need  for  everyone 
to  be  active." 

Great  hopes  are  being  placed  in  the  energy  being 
generated  for  the  fall  meeting  of  the  Camp  Committee. 
Taylor  and  Banse  are  both  hopeful  that  an  effective 
strategy  for  recruiting  minorities  can  be  developed  and 
effectively  implemented. 


A  Thank  You  for  the  Retired  Clan 


Alice  Landis 
and  Jack  Ormond 
during  the  retired  clergy 
conference. 


by  Rik  Barnes 

"It  was  as  good  as  a  Caribbean  cruise,  except  no 
chocolates  on  the  pillow!" 

How's  that  for  kudos  for  the  first  Retired  Clergy 
Conference  held  at  Trinity  Center,  April  20-21?  From 
around  the  diocese  two  clergy  widows,  one  never- 
married  priest,  twenty  other  clerics  and  their  wives,  two 
bishops  and  a  diocesan  office  staff-member  gathered. 
Old  friends  and  newcomers  alike  found  camaraderie 
abundant  during  those  less  than  twenty-four  hours  spent 
together  by  the  sea  in  Salter  Path.  Longtime  residents 
gave  hearty  welcomes  to  those  who'd  retired  to  Eastern 
North  Carolina  from  elsewhere. 

As  one  newcomer  later  wrote,  "It  is  awfully 
generous  of  you  to  include  those  of  us  who  are  not 
canonically  resident  in  East  Carolina." 

Following  registration,  a  wine-and-cheese 
gathering  established  the  warm  mood  of  fellowship  for 
the  conference.  Welcomes  by  Bishops  Sidney  Sanders 
and  Clifton  Daniel  and  Trinity  staff-member  Keith 
Masten's  icebreaker  carried  the  mood  on  into  supper. 
The  meal  was  a  lively  affair  where  old  friends 
reminisced  and  new  acquaintances  became  friends. 

Rodney  Kemp  filled  the  hour  between  supper  and 
compline.  Rodney,  a  local  storyteller,  entertained  the 
group  with  folk  tales.  Told  in  a  relaxed  manner,  his 
Downeast  accent  added  to  the  spirit  which  he  wove  into 
his  tales.  One  of  Rodney's  stories  brought  tears  to  a 
few  eyes. 

After  breakfast  on  Tuesday  and  morning  prayer, 
programs  by  Trinity  Center  staff  on  the  ecology  of  the 
barrier  islands  and  on  birds  of  prey  rounded  out  the 
morning  till  noonday  prayers  and  lunch.  Richmond, 
Virginia's  Margie  Nea  brought  the  conference  to  a 
reflective  conclusion  with  "Speak  to  the  Earth,"  a 
presentation  of  slides  she'd  taken,  each  accompanied  by 
a  quote  from  scripture  or  literature. 

Retta  Bonner,  one  of  the  two  widows  attending 
along  with  Margaret  Hadden,  rode  down  to  Trinity  with 
the  Rev.  Jack  Taylor  and  his  wife  Doris  from 
Chocowinity.  When  I  talked  with  her  in  her 
Washington  Park  home,  Mrs.  Bonner  said  she  felt  the 
conference  was  a  good  idea. 

"It  was  a  very  warm  group  which  melded  well,"  she 
said.  "Everyone  was  very  friendly  and  responded  well 
with  each  other."  Glad  to  be  included  in  the 
conference,  she  went  on  to  say  that  "a  clergyman's  wife 
is  neither  fish  nor  fowl.  Our  life  is  extraordinary." 

ijl    Retirement  Facility"  con't  from  page  1 

Both  Baughman  and  Daniel  foresee  the 
formation  of  a  diocesan  committee  as  an 
opportunity  to  pull  the  various  effort  together  and 
to  gain  the  benefit  of  each  other's  experience. 

A  retired  two  star  admiral  with  35  years  of 
active  duty  under  his  belt,  Baughman  should  be 
just  the  man  for  the  project.  While  active  in  the 
Navy,  Baughman  was  the  program  manager  for 
two  major  aircraft  development  programs, 
essentially  taking  the  aircraft  from  conception, 
through  bidding  and  construction  onto  the  airstrip. 
He  managed  people,  negotiated  contracts  and 
oversaw  finances. 

When  the  Rev.  Bob  Dannals,  former  rector  of 
Christ  Church,  New  Bern  approached  Baughman 


Margaret  Hadden  renewed  friendships.  "For  me, 
this  was  the  best  thing  about  the  conference,"  she  said 
in  a  conversation  at  her  home  in  Greenville.  She  also 
thought  Margie  Nea's  slide  program  was  the  high  point 
on  which  to  conclude  it. 

The  only  never-married  priest  at  the  conference, 
Wilmington's  Jack  Ormond,  echoed  the  ladies  in  a 
telephone  conversation,  "The  size  of  the  gathering 
added  to  the  joy  of  being  able  to  speak  to  everybody." 

Corky  and  Jo  Melcher  trekked  to  Trinity  from  Long 
Beach.  Corky  served  as  a  priest  in  the  Diocese  of 
North  Carolina  for  more  than  twenty-five  years  at  the 
Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd  in  downtown  Raleigh. 
He  said  over  the  phone  that  he  and  Jo  felt  truly 
accepted  in  East  Carolina.  Corky  still  fills  in  as  supply 
priest  at  churches  in  the  area. 

Like  Corky  Melcher  in  Raleigh,  Ed  Sharp  served 
Christ  Church,  New  Bern  for  over  a  quarter  of  a 
century.  Ed  and  his  wife,  Virginia,  still  live  in  New 
Bern,  where  they  also  remain  members  of  Christ 
Church.   When  we  met  at  the  church,  Ed  said,  "In  my 
forty-five  years  in  the  diocese — my  total  ministry,  by 
the  way — I'd  never  heard  of  a  conference  for  retired 
clergy  and  their  wives.  It  was  nice  to  be  remembered." 

This  was  the  overall  feeling.  "It  was  nice  to  be 
remembered." 

This  diocese,  as  Retta  Bonner  pointed  out,  relies 
heavily  on  its  retired  clergy  to  fill  in  when  needed. 


about  spearheading  a  committee  on  the  feasibility 
of  a  retirement  facility  he  gave  Baughman  three 
reasons  for  asking  him:  1.  Baughman 's  Navy 
experience  had  that  taught  him  how  to  build 
consensus;  2.  He  had  run  a  successful  $2  million 
capital  campaign  for  Grace  Episcopal  Church  in 
Alexandria,  VA;  and  3.  Being  from  outside  the 
diocese,  he  doesn't  have  a  built  in  bias  toward  a 
particular  place  in  the  diocese. 

When  asked  why  he  accepted  the  task, 
Baughman  replied,  "It  is  quite  a  challenge.  I 
have  the  time  and  there  is  a  need  for  a  loving, 
caring  community  for  senior  citizens." 

Others  obviously  agree  and  look  forward  to 
hearing  of  the  committee's  progress. 


especially  at  the  smaller  churches. 

Jane  Wynne  at  the  diocesan  office  in  Kinston  said 
gratitude  for  these  folks  was  the  primary  reason  for  the 
conference.  "A  conference  for  the  retired  clergy  had 
never  been  done  before.  This  was  our  thank  you." 

Bishop  Daniel  reiterated  this.  "Our  retired  clergy 
are  a  vital  group.  The  conference  made  me  mindful  of 
the  great  ministry  they've  done  and  are  continuing  to 
do.  We  couldn't  do  it  without  them." 

Toward  the  conference's  end,  its  organizers  passed 
out  a  questionnaire.  The  participants  found  pleasure  in 
meeting  new  friends  and  renewing  old  friendships. 
Trinity  Center's  staff  was  highly  praised.  Folks 
enjoyed  Rodney  Kemp  and  Margie  Nea. 

However,  there  were  suggestions  for  future 
conferences.  "Perhaps  some  dimension  of  music." 
"Sound!  How  about  things  to  enhance  each  speaker? 
Our  ears  are  old!"  "Maybe  a  little  more  free  time." 

"This  was  one  of  the  best  received  diocesan 
conferences,"  reported  Mike  Morgan,  Trinity  Center's 
Executive  Director.  "It  was  pure  fun  to  kick  back  and 
have  a  good  time.  Everyone  was  so  at  ease.  And  the 
camaraderie  between  the  Trinity  staff,  both  teaching 
and  dining  room,  and  the  conference  goers  was 
remarkable.  The  staff  thoroughly  enjoyed  them.  This 
made  the  conference  a  real  success." 

  Rik  Barnes  is  a  free-lance  writer  and  a  member 

of  St.  Timothy 's,  Greenville. 
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The  Rev.  Fred  L.  Goodwin,  Jr. 

Senior  Vice  'President  of  "Episcopaf  Renezvaf  Ministries 
at 

Christ  Episcopal  Church 
New  Bern,  NC 

Friday  and  Saturday,  August  22,  23 

For  more  information,  call  the  Church  office: 
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Davis  Addresses  the  Monkey  —  Joins  the  Diaconate 


by  Ron  Huskey 

On  April  26  Dave  Davis,  from  Holy  Trinity, 
Fayetteville,  became  the  diocese's  newest  perpetual 
deacon.  Davis  comes  to  the  diocese  following  a  20 
year  military  career  with  the  US  Army's  Special 
Forces.  He  retired  from  active  duty  in  1993,  and 
began  working  for  the  government  again  in  1 994  in 
his  current  job  as  the  Chief  of  the  Operations  and 
Plans  Branch  of  the  Fort  Bragg  Garrison 
headquarters. 

Originally  from  Philadelphia,  Davis  joined  the 
Army  after  completing  college  at  the  Virginia 
Military  Institute  in  1973.  During  his  military 
career  he  served  world-wide,  including 
involvement  in  Desert  Storm  and  Provide  Comfort, 
and  completed  a  Masters  degree  in  Business 
Administration. 

Davis  entered  the  diocese  and  the  Episcopal 
church  in  1987  at  Holy  Trinity.  Due  to  an  Army 
reassignment,  he  and  his  family  were  sent  to 
Europe  in  1989,  where  they  became  very  involved 
in  the  church  with  the  All  Saints'  Episcopal 
congregation  in  Heidelberg,  Germany.  It  was  in 
Germany  that  Dave  had  the  distinct  privilege  to 
become  closely  acquainted  with  the  Bishop  of  the 
Armed  Forces,  the  Rt.  Rev.  Charles  Keyser,  arid  to 
have  two  personal  audiences  with  the  Presiding 
Bishop,  the  Rt.  Rev.  Edmund  Browning  concerning 
Desert  Storm. 

During  this  time,  in  1990,  Davis  began  to  feel  a 
sense  of  calling  to  some  special  form  of  ministry. 
He  relates  that  it  was  a  calling  he  struggled  with, 
sure  that  it  must  be  a  mistake  of  some  sort,  certain 
it  could  not  be  for  him.  He  and  his  family  returned 
to  Fayetteville  and  the  Holy  Trinity  parish  family 
in  1992,  shortly  after  the  death  of  their  15  year  old 
daughter,  Vanessa,  in  Germany. 

Later  that  year  —  a  time  and  date  he 
remembers  exactly:  4:30  pm,  July  4,  1992  — 
while  cutting  the  grass,  Davis  was  so  struck  by 
God's  calling  to  the  ordained  ministry,  that  he 
could  no  longer  deny  "feeling"  the  Lord's 
immediate  presence.  He  immediately  called  his 
wife  Pat,  who  was  in  Philadelphia  at  the  time,  to 
relate  his  feelings.  She  replied,  "I  don't  know  why 
you're  just  figuring  it  out.  We've  all  known  it  for 
some  time." 

Davis  then  entered  the  process  of  discernment 
and  affirmation  with  his  rector,  the  Rev.  Ron 
Abrams,  to  determine  the  avenue  of  that  calling 
and  his  specific  ministry.  Following  a  training  and 
examination  process  with  the  diocesan  Diaconate 
Training  Program,  the  Commission  on  Ministry 
and  the  Standing  Committee,  Davis  was  ordained 
by  Bishop  Sanders.  He  is  the  last  member  of  the 
diocese's  perpetual  diaconate  program  to  be 
sponsored  by  Bishop  Sanders. 

During  the  ordination  ceremony  Davis  was 
blessed  by  the  presence  of  his  parish  family  of 
Holy  Trinity,  as  well  as  many  members  of  his  All 
Saint's,  Germany,  family  all  of  whom  had  come 
from  places  outside  North  Carolina,  some  from 
Germany.  During  the  vesting  portion  of  the 
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service,  he  was  presented  a  red  coronation  stole 
from  his  All  Saint's  family  that  had  literally  "gone 
around  the  world,"  being  signed  by  members  of 
that  congregation  that  were  now  stationed  in  other 
parts  of  Europe,  Asia  and  throughout  the  United 
States,  and  by  the  Bishop  of  the  Armed  Forces,  the 
Rt.  Rev.  Charles  Keyser.  He  was  further  blessed 
to  receive  a  beautiful  green  stole  from  his  Holy 
Trinity  family. 

During  the  post-service  reception  Dave's 
daughter  Pattie,  who  resides  in  Wilmington 
where  she  works  and  is  completing  studies  at 
UNC-W,  presented  him  with  the  cross  of  a  special 
friend,  the  Rev.  Ray  Bradley,  who  was  their  priest 
in  Germany  and  is  now  the  Associate  Dean  for  the 
cathedral  in  Indianapolis. 

Davis  emotionally  related  the  great  sense  of 
love  and  uplifting  affirmation  he  has  received 
during  this  journey  from  all  the  members  of  his 
church  family.  He  spoke  of  many  of  them  being 
God's  angels  and  messengers,  there  at  times 
needed  to  love,  guide  and  bolster  him  and  his 
family. 

During  Bishop  Sander's  homily,  he  spoke  of 
the  calling  being  like  a  monkey  on  your  back  that 
just  won't  let  go.  After  seven  years,  Davis  realizes 
just  how  tight  that  monkey  holds  on.  The  Bishop 
also  spoke  about  this  being  the  continuation  of  a 
journey  of  servant  ministry. 

Davis  will  serve  as  the  Deacon  at  Holy  Trinity 
and  will  continue  his  work  with  the  Habitat  for 
Humanity  and  CONTACT,  a  pastoral  crisis 
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Dave  Davis  after  his  ordination  in  his  coronation  stole. 

telephone  hotline.  He  will  also  be  accompanying 
the  parish's  Mission  Team  to  Puerto  Rico  this 
June.  As  the  bishop  said,  it  is  a  continuing 
ministry  to  take  the  Gospel  out  into  the  world  and 
identify  the  needs  of  the  world  to  the  church. 
Davis  prays  that  he  will  be  continually  challenged 
and  strengthened  by  God  for  the  task. 

—  Ron  Huskey  is  an  executive  council  representative  and  member 
of  St.  Paul's  in  the  Pines.  Fayetteville. 
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From 

The  Joint  Commission 
on  Liturgy  and  Music 
of 

The  Diocese 
of  East  Carolina 


The  Annual  Conference  on  Church  Music 
with  Marilyn  Reiser 

Friday  -  Sunday  August  22-24,  1997 

Trinity  Center 


For  registration  info  contact  the  diocesan  office:  919/522-0885. 
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Church  of  the  Advent  Reads  Between  the  Lines 


by  Kit  Reddick 

When  asked  to  participate  in  the  annual  Church 
Periodical  Club  (CPC)  Sunday,  Church  of  the 
Advent  in  Williamston  read  a  little  deeper.  In 
addition  to  the  traditional  financial  offering 
associated  with  CPC  Sunday,  the  children  of  the 
Church  of  the  Advent  were  also  asked  to  make 
their  own  offering  of  new  and  used  children's 
books. 

In  planning  for  CPC  Sunday,  the  Episcopal 
Church  Women  and  the  parish  CPC  chair  decided 
the  books  were  to  be  divided  between  two  places. 

One  would  be  the  shelter  maintained  by 
Options,  a  local  agency  that  responds  to  domestic 
violence.  Four  parish  women  serve  on  its  board  and 
the  agency  has  been  adopted  as  a  special  project  for 
the  Church  of  the  Advent. 

In  response  to  a  Lenten  visit  by  the  Reverend 
Nick  Ibarra,  the  Church  Women  voted  to  send  the 
other  half  of  the  books  to  San  Mateo. 


Letters  were  sent  to  the  parents  of  children  age 
birth  to  5th  grade  explaining  the  history  and 
ministry  of  CPC  and  how  CPC  Sunday  would  be 
celebrated  at  the  Church  of  the  Advent.  The  letter 
then  asked  for  the  parents'  help  and  support  for  the 
book  offering. 

In  the  parish  newsletter  and  on  two  Sundays 
prior  to  CPC  Sunday,  parishioners  were  also  told  of 
the  history  of  CPC  and  its  ministry  as  well  as  how 
it  would  be  celebrated  at  the  Church  of  the  Advent. 
All  parishioners  were  invited  to  contribute 
children's  books  as  well  as  money. 

On  CPC  Sunday,  the  children  brought  their 
books  to  the  altar  during  the  offertory  and  placed 
them  in  baskets.  The  CPC  hymn  was  sung  by  the 
congregation  and  the  Rev.  Jim  Horton  blessed  the 
offering  of  money  and  books  with  the  CPC  prayer. 

Overflowing  the  two  laundry-size  baskets,  over 
60  books  were  received  from  children  and  adults. 


In  the  past  few  years  in  celebration  of  CPC 
Sunday,  the  Church  of  the  Advent  has  used  a 
special  offering  to  purchase  Bibles  for  a  Bible 
Study  Class  at  the  local  Senior  Center  and  to 
purchase  ethnic  literature  for  the  library  of  the 
local  prison.  One  year  children's  books  were 
collected  and  given  to  the  local  Health  Department 
for  its  prenatal  program. 

Planning  for  the  special  projects,  offerings  and 
worship  services  that  make  up  CPC  Sunday 
celebrations  at  the  Church  of  the  Advent  is  a  joint 
effort  of  the  parish  CPC  chair,  the  Episcopal 
Church  Women,  the  Reverend  Jim  Horton,  and 
organist  and  choirmaster  Adele  Dees. 

—  Kit  Reddick  is  CPC  Parish  Chair  and  Editor,  Advent  Advisor, 
the  newsletter  of  Church  of  the  Advent,  Williamston. 


Holy  Trinity's  Mission 


Team  Makes  Final  Preparation  for  Trip 


Mission  team  members, 
Daniel  Harrison, 
Phil  Caldwell, 
Fred  Brown 
&  Suzann  Pinson, 
wash  cars 

during  team  fundraiser. 


by  Dave  Davis 

Living  into  their  parish  motto,  "Come  in  to 
Worship.  .  .Go  Out  To  Serve,"  the  mission  team 
from  Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville  has  begun  putting 
the  finishing  touches  on  their  preparation  for 
departure  to  the  companion  diocese  of  Puerto 
Rico. 

The  team  will  depart  June  17th  and  return  June 
28th.  Their  most  recent  efforts  include:  finalizing 
travel  and  living  arrangements;  inscribing  the  100 
Spanish  Bibles  donated  by  parish  members  to  be 
distributed  there;  establishing  work  teams  for  the 
various  tasks  to  be  done  in  Puerto  Rico;  and 
creating  a  team  banner  which  will  be  left  with  the 
Diocese  of  Puerto  Rico. 

The  team  is  straining  at  the  bit  to  get  into  place 
and  begin  work  repairing  a  hurricane  damaged 
church  and  orphanage,  and  helping  in  a  clinic  for 
children  with  AIDS.  They  also  look  forward  to 
joining  in  worship  and  fellowship  with  the 
members  of  the  companion  diocese.  They  are 
eager  to  serve  and  learn  from  fellow  brothers  and 
sisters  in  the  Body  of  Christ. 

Their  efforts  throughout  the  past  year  in  team 
building,  fund  raising,  and  group  service  projects 
with  the  Episcopal  Farmworkers  Ministry  at 


Newton  Grove  have  effectively  knitted  together  a 
strong  team,  anxious  to  serve  and  learn.  As  part 
of  their  program,  they  will  offer  their  reflections 
on  their  experience  to  the  parish  during  the 
Sunday,  June  29,  services. 

Although  the  group  of  20  will  be  going  to 
Puerto  Rico,  they  are  firmly  assured  that  they 
serve  only  as  ambassadors  of  the  entire  parish 
family.  They  fully  realize  that  it  has  only  been 


with  the  grace  of  God,  prayers,  fundraising 
support,  sponsorship,  and  cheerleading  of  the 
entire  faith  community  that  they  have  been  given 
the  gift  of  seeing  this  project  through.  They  ask 
that  everyone  in  the  diocese  hold  them  up  in  their 
daily  prayers  while  they  are  away;  and  want 
everyone  throughout  the  diocese  to  know  that  you 
will  all  be  present  with  them  while  they  are  there. 
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Pennies  from  Heaven  Rain  on  St.  Joseph's 


by  Alicia  Alford 

Mission  versus  Maintenance.  The  Episcopal 
Church  talks  a  lot  about  mission  versus 
maintenance  in  its  churches,  but  at  St.  Joseph's, 
Fayetteville,  there  is  no  time  for  talk.  This 
mission-driven  church  operates  St.  Joseph's 
Breakfast,  a  feeding  program  for  the  hungry  and 
houses  the  Homeless  Day  Center  in  its  old  rectory. 
With  this  type  of  outreach,  it  shouldn't  come  as  a 
surprise  that  members  of  this  124-year-old  church 
are  introducing  the  parish  children  to  outreach  at 
an  early  age. 

The  young  people  of  St.  Joseph's  have 
launched  an  ambitious  drive  to  raise  one  million 
pennies. 

"We  felt  it  was  time  for  the  children  to  do 
something  for  the  church,"  explained  Miltrene 
Ellis,  St.  Joseph's  Youth  Coordinator.  "This  is  a 
fundraiser  that  they  can  be  actively  involved  in. 
They  can  see  the  value  of  a  penny." 

Begun  in  October  1996,  approximately  $1,700 
in  pennies  has  been  raised  to  date.  The  $10,000 
raised  in  pennies  will  be  used  to  construct  two 
bathrooms  for  the  church. 

In  the  past,  members  have  been  so  busy 
reaching  out  that  no  one  focused  on  the  building 
within.  Now  that  too  has  become  an  outreach 
issue.  There  has  never  been  a  restroom  in  the 
church  building.  The  only  restrooms  at  St. 


Joseph's  are  located  across  the  cloister  at  the  far 
end  of  the  parish  hall.  Young  children  that  wait 
too  long  and  senior  citizens  have  a  hard  time 
making  it  to  the  restroom.  A  few  older  members 
of  the  congregation  have  even  stopped  coming  to 
church  because  of  the  lack  of  restroom  facilities. 
When  this  came  to  the  attention  of  the  vestry, 
members  knew  something  must  be  done.  That's 
when  the  penny  drive  was  launched. 

According  to  Ellis,  the  penny  drive  has 
involved  all-ages.  "The  young  children  are  so 
excited.  There  faces  light  up  when  they  bring  me 
five  or  ten  pennies.  They  come  to  church  with 
pennies  in  their  pockets." 

"The  older  children  have  a  competitive  spirit 
about  it  and  each  member  of  the  parish  sponsors  a 
child.  This  type  of  fundraiser  involves  everyone 
without  burdening  them,"  continued  Ellis. 

With  news  of  the  drive  spreading,  pennies 
have  begun  to  rain  on  St.  Joseph's.  Member 
churches  of  the  Upper  Cape  Fear  Deanery  have 
joined  in  the  penny  drive.  Community  businesses 
and  organizations  have  also  contributed. 
Following  a  story  in  the  Fayetteville  Times,  the  V- 
Point  grocery  store  offered  to  give  a  quarter  for 
every  100  pennies  counted. 

St.  Joseph's  hopes  to  reach  the  one  million 
penny  goal  by  October,  so  the  construction  of  the 


Puerto  Rican  Sister  Parish  Pays  New  Bern  a  Visit 


by  Betty  Clark 

Christ  Church,  New  Bern  was  blessed  April 
24-29  by  a  visit  from  three  couples  from  their 
Sister  Parish,  Church  of  the  Incarnation  in  San 
Juan,  Puerto  Rico.  The  group  stayed  with  three 
host  families,  who  helped  transport  them  around 
the  area.  Each  visiting  couple  attended  a  small 
group  dinner  held  at  parishioners'  homes  on 
Friday  and  Saturday  evenings. 

The  visitors  toured  some  of  the  New  Bern  area 
outreach  programs  such  as,  Religious  Community 
Services,  the  soup  kitchen,  the  shelter,  and  a 
Habitat  house.  They  also  visited  St.  Cyprian's 
Episcopal  Church  in  New  Bern. 

On  Sunday,  the  Rev.  Pedro  Balleste,  the 
Associate  Rector  of  the  Church  of  the  Incarnation, 
preached  at  the  10:30  service  and  the  choir  sang  a 
version  of  Santus,  Santus,  Santus  learned  from  the 
Church  of  the  Incarnation.  The  visitors  shared 
their  liturgical  dance  as  well.  Their  dance 
approach  comes  from  prayer  and  Biblical  study  of 


a  passage  for  that  Sunday.  It  is  not  a 
performance. 

The  Rev.  Rickie  DaCunha  led  a  retreat  at 
Trinity  Center  for  members  of  the  sister  parish 
delegations.  There,  both  groups  engaged  in  a 
Lambeth  small  group  Bible  study;  shared  the 
highlights  of  the  visit;  and  worked  on  future 
goals. 

Members  of  Christ  Church  feel  very  blessed 
by  the  faith  and  devotion  of  their  sisters  and 
brothers  from  Church  of  the  Incarnation.  During 
their  next  visit,  they  hope  to  work  together  on  a 
project  such  as  a  Habitat  house.  Christ  Church 
plans  to  send  a  youth  group  to  San  Juan  in  June 
1998  for  a  joint  work  project  and  visit. 

If  your  church  would  like  to  start  a  sister 
parish  relationship,  see  your  rector  or  wardens  for 
guidelines.  Remember  this  an  equal  partnership 
and  Puerto  Ricans  are  proud  people  who  have 
much  to  offer  us. 


restrooms  can  begin.  That,  however,  won't  end 
the  drive.  In  typical  mission-driven  spirit,  they 
plan  to  continue  the  drive  to  fund  outreach 
programs. 

While  pennies  are  the  focus,  "We  like  silver, 
checks  and  dollars,  too,"  quips  Ellis. 

If  you  would  like  to  contribute  to  the  penny 
drive,  donations  may  be  sent  to  St.  Joseph's  Youth 
Ministry  Church,  A  Million  Penny  Fundraiser, 
509  Ramsey  St.,  Fayetteville,  NC  28301. 


Jit  WANTED:*^ 

Salent  to  Sound  the  Chords 


Part-time  organist/choirmaster  needed 
for  a  program-size  downtown  church 
@  20-25  hours  per  week. 
Two  manual  38  rank  Gouiding  and  Wood  organ 
built  in  1 995,  Opus  26.  Excellent  acoustics 
and  ministry  will  enhance  congregational 
participation,  spiritual  growth 
and  glorify  Christ's  Holy  Name. 
Send  resume  to: 


Rev.  Canon  Victor  Frederiksen  III, 
St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church 
16  North  16th  Street 
Wilmington,  NC  28401 
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Fayetteville's  Episcopalians  for  Habitat  Dedicate  Project  II 


by  Dave  Davis 

On  Sunday,  April  6th,  Fayetteville's 
Episcopalians  for  Habitat  dedicated  their  second 
Habitat  for  Humanity  house.  With  God's  grace, 
and  through  the  dedicated  efforts  of  six  local 
parishes  —  Christ  Church.  Good  Shepherd,  Holy 
Trinity,  St.  John's,  St.  Joseph's,  and  St.  Paul's  in 
the  Pines  —  and  several  other  local  groups  we 
were  able  to  help  the  Quick  family  experience  the 
joy  of  having  a  decent  place  to  live  along  with  the 
responsibility  of  homeownership. 

Through  the  time,  talents,  prayers,  and 
treasures  of  everyone  involved,  this  family  was 
provided  a  hand  up.  In  return,  the  Quicks  have 
committed  to  repay  the  construction  costs  through 
a  no  interest  mortgage.  The  loan  will  be  recycled 
by  Habitat  for  Humanity  into  other  building 
projects.  In  addition,  the  Quicks  agreed  to  provide 
300  hours  of  sweat  equity  to  the  Habitat  program. 
They  have  been  fulfilling  this  by  working  on  their 
own  house  as  well  as  others. 

The  commitment  of  all  the  members  of  the 
local  parishes  to  work  as  a  team  has  been  the  key 
Xo  providing  this  house,  now  home,  to  the  Quick 
family.  This  five-bedroom  house  is  the  largest 
building  project  built  to  date  by  the  Fayetteville 
Habitat  for  Humanity  chapter.  The  tithe  from  the 


construction  funds  was  forwarded  to  Habitat 
International  to  build  an  additional  3  houses  in 
Guatemala. 

With  Project  II  completed,  Fayetteville 
Episcopalians  are  already  moving  forward  in  fund 
raising  efforts  on  a  third  project  for  this  hands  up 
empowerment  ministry.  To  date,  they  have  raised 
over  $3,000. 

It  is  indeed  exciting  to  be  able  to  drive  the  last 
nail  from  one  project  and  have  the  momentum  in 
place  to  start  on  the  next.  This  has  only  been 
possible  due  to  the  support  and  prayers  of  the 
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Dave  Zimmerman 
of  Holy  Trinity, 
Fayetteville,  works 
on  Habitat  Project. 


entire  local  Episcopal  community,  joined  with  a 
very  active  local  Habitat  for  Humanity  chapter. 

The  concern  and  dedication  to  this  ministry 
reflected  throughout  the  Fayetteville/Hope  Mills 
Episcopal  community  is  a  true  witness  to  their 
dedication  to  living  Christ's  message  of  love  and 
putting  into  action  their  call  to  "Go  out  into  the 
world,  rejoicing  in  the  power  of  the  Spirit. 
Alleluia!" 

—  Dave  Davis  is  a  vocational  deacon  and  a  member 
of  Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville. 


Spirits  Shine  During  Cursillo 


by  Mary  Vars 

Rainy  weather  couldn't  dampen  the  spirits  of 
the  approximately  40  pilgrims  and  the  more  than 
50  team  members  assembled  at  Trinity  Center  on 
April  24-27  for  the  56th  Cursillo  Weekend!  The 
lay  Rector,  Lorna  Ericson  of  Fayetteville,  and  the 
spiritual  directors,  the  Reverends  David 
Chamberlain  (St.  John's,  Fayetteville),  Bo  Etters 
(Trinity  Church,  Chocowinity),  and  Don  Overton 
(Christ  Church,  Hope  Mills),  ably  held  everything 
together. 

The  remaining  team  members  had  assignments 
ranging  from  kitchen  duty  to  making  music.  Team 
members  were  asked  to  serve  Christ  and  His 
Church  in  a  comfortable  environment.  They  were 
chosen  because  they  genuinely  care  about  helping 
fellow  Christians  find  their  apostolic  mission  in 
the  world. 

During  the  intense  and  packed  three-day 
weekend,  the  candidates  listened  to  talks  given  by 
the  laity  and  the  clergy  on  such  subjects  as  ideals, 
grace,  laity  in  church,  sacraments,  leadership, 
environment  and  Christianity  in  action  and  then 
broke  into  small  groups  for  discussion.  In 
addition,  both  candidates  and  team  members  sang, 
received  Holy  Communion  and  enjoyed  other 


activities,  including  memorable  mealtimes. 

Quoting  from  the  pamphlet  Episcopal  Cursillo 
in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  'The  total 
experience  of  Cursillo  is  hard  to  describe 
completely,  but  those  who  have  been  to  a  Cursillo 
weekend  have  found  it  to  be  a  lovely  and  joyous 
three  days  of  examining  our  faith  away  from 
everyday  distractions  and  in  the  company  of 
people  from  all  over  the  diocese.  The  experience 
of  participating  in  the  course  and  sharing  thoughts 
and  ideas  to  understand  God's  love  for  us  and  how 
to  manifest  this  in  our  day-to-day  lives  is  simply 
unique  ...  It  (the  Cursillo  Movement)  proposes  no 
new  type  of  spirituality  but  simply  a  method 
through  which  ones  spirituality  may  be  developed, 
lived  and  shared  in  any  area  of  human  life  where 
there  are  Christians  willing  to  dedicate  their  lives 
to  God  in  an  ongoing  manner." 

The  next  Cursillo  Weekend  is  scheduled  at 
Trinity  Center  on  November  6-9.  Applications  are 
already  being  received  by  Mary  Parrish.  Registrar, 
whose  address  appears  on  the  application.  Spon- 
sors, be  sure  to  get  your  candidate's  name  in 
before  it's  too  late. 

DeColores! 


Come  Celebrate 
the  40th  Anniversary 
of  Cursillo  in  Christianity 
Fourth  Day  Weekend  Retreat 

Trinity  Camp  And  Conference  Center 
October  3-5, 1997 


Theme:  Who  Are  You  Holy  Spirit? 
What  Have  You  To  Do  With  Us  Holy  Spirit? 

Presenters:  The  Reverends  King  Cole 
and  Dick  Warner 


Need  a  registration  form? 
Call  Dr.  J.  Fred  Sproul,  919/735-7582. 
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Judith  Castranova,  Diocesan  Refugee  Coordinator  •  Susan  Husson,  Case  Manager  •  Robert  Ruehrdanz,  Job  Developer 
(919)  633-9009  FAX:  (919)  633-9354  •  (919)  638-8705  FAX:  (919)  638-7570*51  •  (919)  638-6799 


American  Community  Restores  a  Bosnian  Dream 


by  Judy  Castranova 

Owning  a  home  has  often  been  called  the 
"American  Dream,"  but  people  throughout  the 
world  long  for  home  ownership.  They  aspire  to 
have  a  house  of  their  own  —  something  to  afford 
privacy  and  security  —  something  uniquely 
theirs. 

In  pre-war  Bosnia,  families  and  friends 
combined  efforts  to  achieve  this  dream.  Rather 
than  pay  a  construction  crew,  homes  were  built  by 
communities  much  like  the  American  Amish  with 
their  "barn  raising." 

Fuad  and  Desa  Karic,  hardworking  newly 
weds,  shared  this  dream.  While  living  with  family 
in  the  town  of  Bosanki  Samac  on  the  Sava  River 
in  Bosnia,  they  purchased  and  stored  materials, 
preparing  for  the  day  their  home  would  be  raised. 
The  sudden,  harsh  Bosnian  war  shattered  their 
plans,  but  not  their  dreams. 

A  sixteen-foot  fishing  boat  painstakingly  built 
by  Fuad  and  a  cousin,  a  car  that  had  cost  years  of 
savings  and  the  building  supplies  slowly 
stockpiled  for  the  future  were  all  seized  by  the 
Serbs.  Frantic  concern  for  survival  replaced  the 
couple's  peaceful  thoughts  of  preparing  for  a  new 
home. 

In  the  spring  of  1992,  leaving  his  wife,  Desa, 
and  his  small  son,  Dino,  with  his  parents,  Fuad 
swam  across  the  Sava  River  to  Croatia  where  he 
joined  the  Bosnia  Croat  Army.  He  spent  the  next 
three  years  on  the  front  lines.  A  gunshot  wound 
to  his  back  gave  him  a  mere  two-month  reprieve 
from  the  tumult  that  had  become  a  way  of  life. 

In  the  meantime,  after  two  attempts,  Fuad's 
cousins,  the  Karabegovics,  had  successfully 
escaped  torturous  imprisonment  and  were  now 
living  in  the  United  States.  Word  came  back  from 
America  that  they  were  safe  and  well.  They 
wanted  the  Karic  family  to  join  them. 


Don  Hickman 
and  the  Karic  family 
: '  •    in  front  of  their 
Hj   new  home. 


Agreeing  to  sponsor  the  family,  St.  John's, 
Wilmington  restored  the  Karics'  hopes.  Fuad, 
Desa  and  little  Dino  arrived  in  June  1995  to  a 
small  but  adequate  apartment.  Happy  to  be 
reunited  with  family,  grateful  for  the  loving 
support  of  the  St.  John's  sponsorship  committee, 
and  thankful  for  being  freed  from  the  nightmare  of 
war,  the  Karics  were  eager  to  earn  their  keep. 

Fuad  found  employment  with  Hamilton  Glass, 
where  he  installs  windshields  as  he  did  in  the 
Volkswagen  factory  in  his  native  Bosnia.  Desa 
busses  tables  at  a  local  restaurant  and  Dino  attends 
a  local  elementary  school  where  he  has  twice  been 
named  "Terrific  Kid." 

Earlier  longings  for  a  home  of  their  own  soon 
rekindled.  They  shared  these  dreams  with  their 
new-found  friends  at  St.  John's. 

Don  Hickman,  St.  John's  resettlement 
committee  member  and  friend  of  the  Karics,  did 
some  research  and  found  the  couple  was  eligible 
for  a  special  low  income  loan  at  low  interest. 


With  his  help  and  guidance,  paperwork  was 
completed.  A  small,  well-kept  home  was  located 
in  an  established  older  neighborhood  and  on  April 
30,  1997,  the  Karics  became  homeowners  for  the 
very  first  time. 

Dino  plays  in  the  yard,  vegetables  grow  in  a 
garden,  and  neighbors  drop  by  for  visits.  They 
have  a  place  to  call  their  very  own.  Though  not  in 
Bosnia,  their  new  community  has  helped  "raise" 
their  home  and  restore  a  dream. 

Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry,  with  the  generous 
help  of  many  East  Carolina  churches,  has  brought 
39  families  to  freedom  since  1993.  Of  those  39, 
four  have  purchased  their  own  homes.  For 
information  on  how  your  church  can  sponsor  a 
refugee  family,  please  contact  Judy  Castranova, 
Diocesan  Refugee  Coordinator,  (919)633-9009. 

—  Betty  Klemm,  a  member  of  St.  Andrew's  on  the  Sound, 
Wilmington,  also  contributed  to  the  article. 


O:  UJHRT  RR€  TH€  THINGS  THAT  VOU  TRK€  FOR  GRRNT6D  CVCRVDRV? 


■Si 


SH€lT€ft,  HCfflTH 


Migrant  Farmworkers,  responsible  for  harvesting  much  of  the  food 
that  you  eat  everyday,  lack  many  of  the  necessities  that  we  would  find 
hard  to  live  without.  Many  of  the  100,000  migrant  farmworkers  in  N.C. 
live  in  crowded  conditions  at  labor  camps  and  are  in  need  of  many  of 
the  basic  health  and  hygiene  products  that  we  use  daily. 

VOU  CAN  H€U>! 


Donate: 

soap,  shampoo,  toothbrushes  ,  toothpaste,  razors,  shaving  cream, 
feminine  products,  bandaids,  antibiotic  ointment,  aspirin,  baby  wipes, 
washcloths,  sunscreen  . . . 

Cash  contributions  also  accepted. 

Where? 

Tri-County  Community  Health  Center 

Newton  Grove,  NC 

LaTonya  Dillon,  910/567-6194 

Student  Action  with  Farmworkers, 
Durham,  NC  919/660-36S2 
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The  Shadow  of  his  Smile:  Bishop  Thomas  Henry  Wright 


by  Susan  Taylor  Block 

"A  merry  heart  doeth  good  like 
a  medicine. " 

—  Proverbs  17:22 

In  1993, 1  had  the  pleasure  of  doing  a  series  of 
interviews  with  Bishop  Thomas  H.  Wright  and  his 
wife  Hannah.  We  always  sat  in  the  Bishop's  study 
surrounded  by  pictures  of  Episcopal  clergymen 
and  looking  out  over  the  waters  of  Porter's  Neck. 
Hannah  knitted,  never  missing  a  stitch  when  she 
patted  Perry  the  dog  with  her  foot,  and  the  Bishop 
sat  behind  his  big  desk  full  of  mementos  from  his 
remarkable  career. 

Interruptions  were  frequent.  The  phone  still 
rang  with  the  regularity  of  an  active  Bishop's,  old 
friends  came  by  returning  books  or  dropping  off 
homegrown  tomatoes  and  additional  pets  would 
paw  and  claw  at  the  door. 

To  add  to  the  happy  confusion,  sometimes  the 
two  of  them  talked  at  the  same  time.  Nevertheless, 
they  told  me  the  stories  of  their  lives  and  it  was  so 
entertaining  that  I  often  had  to  prod  myself  to  take 
notes. 

Since  Bishop  Wright's  death  on  April  26, 
1997,  much  has  been  noted  about  his  rapid  rise 
within  the  church  hierarchy,  his  national  and 
international  achievements,  and  his  friendship  with 
luminaries  like  General  George  C.  Marshall  and 
President  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower.  But  in  his 
eighty-ninth  year,  these  were  not  the  things  he 
usually  mentioned  and  they  certainly  were  not  the 
things  that  made  his  photogenic  face  light  up. 

Perhaps  that  weepy  song,  "The  Way  We 
Were,"  is  right.  "It's  the  laughter  we  will 
remember...."  for  the  thing  he  loved  to  talk  about 
in  those  final  interviews  was  the  laughter  he  found 
in  the  world.  He  shared  his  gift  of  humor 
throughout  his  career  and  it  was  a  ministry  in 
itself.  As  Wilmingtonian  Wallace  C.  Murchison 
put  it,  "I  still  remember  sermon  illustrations  he 
used  more  than  twenty  years  ago.  His  keen  sense 
of  humor  brightened  the  spirits  and  warmed  the 
hearts  of  his  hearers." 

One  of  the  Bishop's  favorite  quotes  came  from 
an  inscription  he  and  Hannah  spotted  on  an  old 
bell  in  an  English  churchyard:  "This  bell  is  only  to 
be  rung  in  time  of  fire,  earthquake,  flood,  visitation 
of  the  Bishop  and  other  calamities." 

One  of  his  favorite  stories  occurred  in  1965  on 
a  plane  trip  from  London  to  Africa.  "My  seat  was 
at  the  back  of  the  plane,"  related  Bishop  Wright, 
"and  in  the  seat  next  to  me  was  undoubtedly  the 
largest  lady  I  had  ever  seen  outside  of  a  circus. 
Her  economy  ran  over  into  mine.  I  greeted  her 
and  soon  found  that  she  spoke  no  English.  It  was 
late  at  night  and  she  leaned  her  head  against  the 
window  and  went  fast  asleep.  The  airplane  hostess 
made  her  way  back  to  our  seats  and  asked  me, 
'Would  your  wife  like  a  pillow?' 


"Hoping  that  would  be  the  only  reference,  I 
simply  said,  'Yes.' 

"The  hostess  returned.  'Would  your  wife  like  a 
cup  of  coffee?'  I  nodded. 

"Within  minutes  the  hostess  was  back.  She 
had  a  very  large  blanket  in  her  hands  and  she 
proceeded  to  wrap  it  carefully  around  the  woman 
and  me.  She  tucked  us  into  a  blanket  cocoon 
before  turning  to  go  back  to  her  station.  It  was  all 
I  could  take.  I  tugged  at  the  sleeve  of  her  coat. 

"This  is  not  my  wife!"  I  whispered. 

She  stared  at  me  strangely,  glanced  at  my 
clerical  collar,  and  then  with  a  knowing  look 
answered,  'Don't  worry  Father,  I  won't  tell  a 
soul.'" 

Bishop  Wright  masterfully  told  the  serious 
story  of  performing  a  wedding  in  San  Francisco 
for  Madame  Chiang  Kai-shek's  brother  and  ended 
it  with  a  side  splitting  account  of  the  reception 
where  he  was  forced  to  balance  graciousness  and 
gastronomical  equilibrium  when  served  chicken 
feet  in  front  of  a  bevy  of  photographers  from  Life 
Magazine. 

His  timing  was  perfect  when  he  related  the  tale 
of  a  mundane  weekday  service  he  performed  as  a 
guest  at  Trinity  Church  in  New  York  that  produced 
a  remarkable  moment  when  the  bishop  glanced 
into  the  offering  plate  and  saw  a  personal  check  for 
a  million  dollars  from  Mr.  Eli  Lilly. 

Walker  Taylor  III  worked  closely  with  Bishop 
Wright  for  many  years,  both  in  New  York  and  in 
North  Carolina.  He  was  one  of  the  Bishop's 
greatest  fans  and  carries  on  the  tradition  of 
recognizing  and  telling  a  good  story.  "One  day  I 
had  traveled  through  the  northern  diocese  with  the 
bishop  and  came  home  that  night,  burst  in  the 
door,  and  said  to  my  wife,  'Ethel,  do  you  know 
what  today  is?  Today  is  the  twentieth  anniversary 
of  the  bishop's  consecration!' 

'"And  do  you  know  what  day  it  is,  Walker,' 
she  responded.  "Today  is  my  birthday.'" 

Bishop  Wright's  humor  undoubtedly  played  a 
part  in  the  gentle  persuasiveness  he  wielded  over 
the  diocese.  His  successor,  the  late  Bishop  Hunley 
Elebash,  related  an  amusing  story  of  his  own. 
"Bishop  Wright  always  had  an  uncanny  knack  to 
turn  things  around.  He  was  very  persuasive  in 
convincing  a  disgruntled  congregation  that  they 
actually  liked  their  minister.  I  studied  Bishop 
Wright  carefully  and  when  I  became  bishop,  I  tried 
to  repeat  the  things  he  had  said  to  congregations 
who  were  trying  to  oust  their  ministers.  I  tried  to 
say  the  same  words  he  said  and  use  the  same 
expression  he  had  used  and  when  I  was  through 
talking,  someone  in  the  room  would  invariably 
stand  up  and  say,  'We  know  this  man.  We  don't 
like  this  man,  and  we  want  him  out  of  our 
church.'" 

Gentle  laughter  was  a  lubricant  of  Bishop 


Wright's  life  and  he  spread  it  around  so  that  the 
lives  of  others  would  run  more  smoothly.  Like 
many  hundreds  of  North  Carolinians,  I  am  so 
thankful  to  have  known  him  and  to  have  seen  the 
twinkle  in  his  eye.  Our  hearts  go  out  to  inimitable 
Hannah,  but  we  know  she  will  be  comforted  by  a 
stockpile  of  very  pleasant  memories. 

—  Susan  Block  Taylor  is  a  member 

of  St.  Andrew's  by  the  Sound,  Wilmington. 


Praise 

by  John  T.  Haldane 
I  am  so  proud  of  you! 

What  a  lovely  combination  of  caring  words. 
A  statement  bringing  joy 
to  both  the  giver 
and  the  receiver. 

Sincere  praise  of  others 
seems  to  have  gone  out 
of  fashion  lately. 
Instead  we  praise  ourselves; 
telling  the  mirror 
how  special  we  are. 

Praise  is  meant  for  others; 
for  those  who  deserve  it 
through  thoughtfulness. 
It  must  go  out,  not  in. 
Caringly  used,  it  can 
make  the  birds  sing. 

How  long  ago  was  it 
you  told  your  mother 
you  love  her  dearly? 
Told  a  friend  she  is  great? 
Remember  those  sudden 
smiles  of  surprise? 

So  praise  someone  each  day. 
You'll  find  the  results 
truly  rewarding. 
So  many  good  people 
will  be  given  the  strength 
to  carry  on. 

Because  someone  told  them: 
You  are  worthy  of  praise. 

Because  someone  told  them: 
You  are  very  special. 

—  John  Haldane  and  his  wife.  Mary,  are  members  of 
St.  James,  Wilmington. 
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Kinston  Hosts  Annual  ECW  Meeting 

by  Elizabeth  Davenport 


The  magnificent  floral  arrangements,  the  lovely 
decorations  in  Mosely  Hall  and  the  entire  day 
flowed  with  a  joyful  grace,  as  women  from  across 
the  diocese  gathered  at  St.  Mary's,  Kinston  for  the 
109th  annual  meeting  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
Women  (ECW)  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina. 
Opening  with  the  hymn,  "Praise  to  God,"  the 
hostesses  made  their  labors  of  praise  appear 
effortless  throughout  the  day.  Thanks  to  the 
careful  coordination  of  Kinston  ECW  President 
Julie  Barrus  and  the  diocesan  ECW  President 
Dencie  Page,  everyone  had  a  wonderful  day. 

Guest  Speaker,  Bishop  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd, 
focused  on  proclaiming  the  gospel  in  our  lives. 

According  to  Daniel,  our  whole  lives  repeat  the 
pattern  of  proclamation,  invitation,  confrontation, 
and  salvation  (PICS)  and  a  service  centered  life 
will  render  continual  moments  of  salvation. 

After  the  inspiring  talk,  Dencie  Page  presided 
over  the  business  meeting.  Mrs.  Penny  Brinkley, 
United  Thank  Offering  Chair  (UTO),  spoke  first 
and  expressed  gratitude  for  the  attitude  of 
graciousness  among  the  women  of  our  diocese.  In 
1996  a  total  of  $34,775  was  collected  for  UTO. 

Brinkley  also  thanked  local  parishes  for 
ordering  their  own  UTO  supplies.  As  a  result  of 
this  cooperation,  the  procedure  is  now  more 
efficient.  She  asked  that  we,  "involve  clergy  with 
UTO,  by  inviting  them  to  speak  from  the  pulpit,  to 
educate,  and  to  guide  the  congregation." 


Following  the  UTO  report,  Mrs.  Mercedes 
Newsome  gave  the  Ecumenical/Christian 
Ministries  report.  She  reported  that  $  1 ,634  was 
collected  last  year  for  the  Caring  Children's  Fund 
to  assist  children  of  the  working  poor  who  cannot 
afford  insurance.  It  cost  $264  a  year  to  insure  one 
child  with  Blue  Cross.  The  Board  of  Trustees  for 
East  Carolina  allocates  to  whom  the  money  will  be 
given.  She  told  those  gathered,  "If  you  are 
thinking  your  church  is  too  small,  it  isn't.  Please 
send  in  what  you  can."  You  may  send  money  for 
the  Caring  Children's  Fund  to  Ms.  Izola  Francis, 
5613  Dodge  Drive,  Fayetteville,  NC  28303. 

Page  then  announced  that  Ms.  Deborah  Fox,  a 
postulate  from  Elizabeth  City  entering  seminary 
this  fall,  will  be  granted  the  interest  money  from 
the  ECW  Memorial  Fund  to  help  provide  for  her 
religious  education. 

Mrs.  Nancy  McCauley  is  now  serving  as 
custodian  for  the  Book  of  Remembrance.  Names 
and  monetary  gifts  for  the  remembrance  of 
deceased  ECW  members  may  be  sent  to  her  at 
6724  River  Road,  Washington,  NC  27689. 

During  his  homily,  Bishop  Sidney  Sanders 
reinforced  Bishop  Daniel's  address,  asking  that  we 
remember  our  Baptismal  Covenant.  Prior  to 
Eucharist,  Sanders  conducted  the  Installation 
Service  for  the  new  officers.  New  officers  are: 
Mrs.  Catherine  Pollard,  Upper  Cape  Fear  Co- 
Chair;  Izola  Francis,  Ecumenical/Christian 


Members  of  St.  Mary's  prepare  ECW  luncheon. 


Ministries  Chairman;  and  Elizabeth  Davenport, 
Communications  Chair. 

The  $614  offertory  collected  will  be  divided 
equally  between  the  Church  Periodical  Club  and 
the  Presiding  Bishop's  Fund  for  World  Relief, 
designated  for  the  area  of  Fargo,  North  Dakota. 

Once  the  worship  service  ended,  250  ECW 
members  moved  to  Mosely  Hall  for  a  wonderful 
luncheon  with  kind  fellowship.  We  thank  the  ECW 
of  Kinston  for  an  elegant  day  of  grace. 

—  Elizabeth  Davenport,  a  member  of  St.  Andrew's  by  the  Sea, 
Nags  Head,  senses  as  the  ECW  Communications  Chair. 


The  Value  of  Silence 

by  Nancy  Craig,  OBJN 


The  summer  months  offer  us  a  unique 
opportunity  to  explore  the  great  value  of  silence. 
During  these  less  hectic  days,  we  would  do  well  to 
carve  out  some  time  to  consider  this  important 
component  of  our  spiritual  life. 

Many  of  us  are  uncomfortable  with  this 
discipline  and  we  tend  to  fill  our  silent  spaces  with 
noise  from  without  and  within.  When  we  think  of 
silence  we  tend  to  see  it  as  the  absence  of  noise 
when  in  fact  the  noise  of  our  lives  interrupts  the 
silence. 

The  spiritual  masters  teach  us  that  silence 
is  the  primary  arena  for  our  relationship  with  God. 
Therefore  we  will  want  to  pay  great  attention  to  it 
and  set  aside  some  time  each  day  to  be  silent  and 
wait  upon  God. 

In  The  Way  of  the  Heart  Henri  Nouwen  writes: 
"Silence  guards  the  inner  heat  of  religious 
emotions.  This  inner  heat  is  the  life  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  within  us.  Thus,  silence  is  the  discipline  by 


which  the  inner  fire  of  God  is  tended  and  kept  alive." 

Give  yourself  the  gift  of  some  silent  space.  God 
is  expecting  you. 


Wait... Be  Silent 
very  silent... 
For  He  is  God. 

—  F.W.  Faber 


A  July  Quiet  Day  at  Trinity  Center 

rroiii  i  || 

July  24, 1997 

9  am  -  3  pm 

The  Rev.  William  (Scotty)  Brock 
Retreat  Leader 


The  Spiritual  Resources  Commission  of  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina  invites  you  to  a  summer 
quiet  day.  Our  retreat  leader  will  be  the  Rev. 
William  (Scotty)  Brock,  Assistant  Rector  at  St. 
John's  in  Fayetteville. 

The  schedule  for  the  day  includes  two 
meditations,  Morning  and  Noonday  Prayer  and  a 
closing  Eucharist.  Time  will  be  set  aside  for  your 
personal  reflection  and  prayer  in  the  lovely 
atmosphere  of  Trinity  Center.  Spiritual  direction 
will  be  available. 

You  may  register  by  calling  Trinity  Center  at 
919/247-5600.  The  registration  fee  of  $10  includes 
lunch.  If  you  would  like  to  extend  your  time, 
several  rooms  will  be  available  for  the  previous 
night,  July  23.  For  overnight  reservations,  call 
Jacque  mason  at  Trinity  Center. 


"Greater  Than  the  Voice  of  Many  Waters"  by  Linda  Wertwein 


"Send  Your  Rain,  Send  Your  Rain,  Pour  out 
Your  Spirit  Water,  all  the  Earth"  i  s  the  title  of  the  thesis 

work  by  Linda  Werthwein  on  exhibit  in  Mendenhall,  East  Carolina 
University,  June  through  July.  Based  on  scripture,  this  environmental  piece 
consists  of  14  canvases  (4"  x  52")  in  oil  accompanied  by  silk  gauze  textiles. 
Reflecting  the  spirit  beyond  visual  form,  her  work  is  done  in  a  semi-abstract 
style  and  contemplates  the  quiet  beginnings  of  life  to  its  full  culmination. 

Four  sections  feature  a  tranquil  sea  ("And  a  Divine  Wind  Swept  over  the 
Waters")  moving  to  an  ever  increasing  powerful  sea  ("Greater  than  the  Voice 
of  Many  Waters"),  sun,  rain,  earth  forming,  and  foilage,  culminating  in  a 
blossom  ("Send  Your  Rain,  Send  Your  Rain  .  .  .  Pour  out  Your  Spirit  Water, 
all  the  Earth"). 

The  Oceanic  and  tropical  imagery  were  inspired  by  her  life  in  the  West 
Indies,  where  she  served  as  a  resource  missionary  teacher  for  the  hearing 
impaired  on  the  island  of  Nevis  from  1987-1989  and  her  experience  with 
several  workteams  in  the  Caribbean.  Sponsored  by  her  home  church,  St. 
Andrew's  Episcopal  Church,  Morehead  City,  as  well  as  Franklin  Memorial 
Methodist,  and  Harkers  Island  Methodist,  she  received  ecumenial  support. 
Deeply  influenced  by  this  experience,  she  now  shares  in  painting  the  life  and 
spirit  of  our  Living  Lord. 

Mendenhall  is  open  Monday  through  Thursday,  7:30  am  to  5:00  pm.  For 
additional  weekend  hours  call  919/328-4700. 


Parish 

Wrm-ups 


There  is  no  such  thing  as  a  coincidence.  It 
is  only  God's  universe  in  the  process  of 
rhyming. 


—  Evelyn  Underbill 


[Shared  with  Alicia  Alford  by  Barbara  Braver 
at  the  Episcopal  Communicators  Conference.] 


Parish  Pin-ups  is  a  regular  feature  of  Cross  Current.  Scan  your  church  bulletin  boards, 
bulletins  and  newsletters  and  submit  your  pin-ups  to  the  editor. 


Diocesan 


H£  Calendar 


June 


St.  Paul's,  Greenville,  Parish  Retreat  20-22 

Adventurers  Volunteer  Staff  Training  21-22 

Adventurers  Camp  22-26 

Camp  Committee,  10:30  am,  Trinity  Center  24 

ECTN  Broadcast:  Proposition  of  Marriage  25 

Christian  Education  Conference  27-29 

Discoverers  I  Camp  29-7/5 

July 

Youth  Task  Force,  Trinity  Center  1 

Explorers  II  Camp  7-14 

Lower  Cape  Fear  Deanery  Meeting,  10  am,  St.  James',  Wilmington  12 

Discoverers  II  Camp  16-22 

General  Convention,  Philadelphia  16-29 

Church  of  the  Advent,  Williamston,  Parish  Retreat  18-20 

ECTN  Advocacy  for  Youth  &  Children  at  Risk,  4-6:30  pm, 

Diocesan  House  17 
Telecast  of  Convention  Eucharist  w/  Archbishop 

of  Canterbury,  7-9  pm,  Diocesan  House  19 

Quiet  Day,  Trinity  Center  24 

ECTN  General  Convention  Coverage  23 

Explorers  III  Camp  24-30 

August 

Church  of  the  Servant,  Wilmington,  Parish  Retreat  1-3 

Discoverers  III  Camp  2-8 

St.  James',  Shallotte,  Choir  Retreat  3-4 

St.  John's,  Fayetteville,  Parish  Retreat  8-10 

Elderhostel  10-15 

Discoverers  IV  Camp  10-16 

Standing  Committee,  1 1  am,  Diocesan  House  12 

St.  Stephen's,  Goldsboro,  Parish  Retreat  15-17 

ECW  Board  Retreat  20-21 

ECW  Annual  Luncheon  21 

Youth  Commission  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  22-24 

Liturgical  Music  Conference  22-24 

Trinity  Center  Day,  Trinity  Center  24 

St.  Mary's,  Kinston,  Parish  Retreat  29-31 

Elderhostel  31-9/5 


The  Bishop's  Visitation  Schedules 

Bishop  Daniel 

June  22      Holy  Trinity,  Hertford 
June  29      St.  Andrew's,  Goldsboro 
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Sharing  Stories  of  Sidney  Sanders 


Tell  me  a  story  about  that  which  defines  my  life  or  that  which  defines 
our  friendship.  Tell  me  a  story. 

—  Bishop  Sidney  Sanders  paraphrasing  a  quote  from  "Fried  Green  Tomatoes 


From  Hayden  Litchfield 

It  was  the  night  before  the  consecration  of  Bishop 
Daniel  and  Carol  Taylor  had  asked  a  few  of  us  to  run 
by  the  diocesan  office  to  pick-up  some  film  for  the 
next  day.  It  was  probably  around  8:00  at  night  so 
Katie  McRae,  Jennifer  Smith,  Ashton  Fox  and  I  were 
the  only  people  there.  Most  people  would  have  simply 
picked  up  the  film  and  gone  on  about  their  way,  but  we 
saw  a  perfect  opportunity  just  waiting  for  us. 

The  four  of  us  had  been  part  of  the  Camp  Trinity 
staff  the  summer  before  and  had  been  blessed  with  the 
privilege  of  getting  to  know  Bishop  Sanders  on  a  much 
more  personal  basis.  He  was  no  longer  just  the  older 
man  who  wore  a  funny  hat  and  carried  an  oversized 
cane  during  church.  He  was  a  friend;  an  amazing  man 
who  made  us  laugh  and  who  taught  each  of  us  in  his 
own  quiet  way  what  it  really  means  to  live  each  day  to 
the  fullest. 

One  of  his  favorite  things  to  do  was  to  tease  all  of 
us  about  being  up  to  no  good  and  always  looking  for 
trouble.  We  saw  no  need  in  letting  him  down  that 
night  in  the  diocesan  office.       We  found  our  source 
underneath  the  bathroom  sink  —  toilet  paper;  tons  of 
toilet  paper.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  we  cleared  them  out! 
We  rolled  Bishop  Sanders'  office  from  top  to  bottom, 
covering  every  square  inch  and,  of  course,  laughing 
the  entire  time.  We  only  wished  that  on  Monday 
morning  we  could  be  flies  on  the  wall  when  he  found 
his  ransacked  office.  We  left  the  finishing  touch  on  his 
office  door:  "CAMP  T  GIRLS  ROCK  MY  WORLD!" 
The  sign  was  still  hanging  last  time  I  checked. 

The  following  week,  I  found  a  carepackage  in  my 
mailbox.  As  a  college  student,  that  is  pretty  exciting, 
but  I  admit  I  was  a  little  confused  when  I  opened  it 
only  to  find  a  large  wad  of  toilet  paper.  The  note  in  the 
bottom  cleared  things  up:  "Who  knows  what  evil  lurks 
in  the  hearts  of  men  (i.e.females)?/  The  Bishop  do/He 
ain't  through/When  you  least  expect  it,/He's  gonna  get 
you!"  It  was  signed  "The  Bish!" 

The  toilet  paper  incident  personified  to  me  the  true 
embodiment  of  who  Bishop  Sanders  was;  a  true  man 
of  God.  For  many,  the  very  term  "bishop"  conjures  up 
an  aura  of  regality  and  even  stiffness,  causing  some  to 
be  inhibited.  Yet,  through  his  spirituality,  Bishop 
Sanders  chose  to  be  just  as  human  as  the  rest  of  us. 
His  desire  and  ability  to  do  this  inspired  both  young 
and  old  to  choose  a  closer  and  more  intimate  walk  with 
our  Lord,  realizing  that  a  walk  doesn't  mean  giving  up 
the  laughter  and  frivolities  of  life,  but  only  intensifies 
the  joy  and  fun  that  each  of  us  seeks  in  his  everyday 
life. 

From  Bob  Sanders 

Family  vacations  were  always  a  big  deal  for  us. 
We  would  take  a  wonderful,  two-week  vacation  to 
i  Vermont  or  the  beach. 

Dad  was  a  prankster.  He  loved  to  play  tricks  on 
the  kids. 

One  summer  we  were  vacationing  at  the  beach.  It 
i  was  raining  and  we  were  getting  a  little  stir-crazy 
:  when  Dad  went  outside  to  get  something.  We  decided 
ito  play  a  trick  on  him  and  leave  him  stranded  in  the 
jrain,  so  we  locked  the  sliding  glass  door  .  When  he 

discovered  that  he  was  locked  out,  he  got  even.  He 
j  found  a  broom  for  a  microphone,  climbed  up  on  the 

picnic  table  and  performed  one  of  his  favorites  for  us 
land  the  neighbors.  As  loud  as  he  could,  he  started 

singing  "I  am  he,  Don  Quixote,  the  man  of  La 

Mancha." 


From  Jack  Rivers 

Back  in  the  early  1960's,  Episcopalians,  more 
often  than  not,  fit  the  image  of  "God's  frozen  people." 
All  services  from  the  Prayer  Book  then  in  use  were 
what  we  today  call  "Rite  I  language."  Indeed,  guitars 
and  contemporary  music,  exchanges  of  Peace, 
clapping  in  church,  prayers  from  the  congregation 
during  liturgy,  etc.  were  virtually  nonexistent.  The 
very  idea  of  such  things  in  church  would  have 
shocked  many  Episcopalians. 

It  was  during  that  era  that  the  future  Bishop  Sid 
Sanders,  was  rector  of  Eastern  Shore  Chapel  in 
Virginia  Beach,  and  I  was  his  new  curater,  fresh  out  of 
seminary. 

In  the  previous  50's  decade  people  began  to  flock 
into  many  suburban  churches  including  "The  Chapel." 


What  was,  for  over  three  hundred  years,  a  small  rural 
church  and  originally  a  chapel  of  ease,  had  been  given 
new  life  by  a  move  to  a  new  building  in  a  new 
location.  During  Bishop  Sanders'  rectorship,  it  had 
grown  to  be  the  largest  congregation  in  the  Diocese  of 
Southern  Virginia. 

Shortly  after  the  move  to  the  new  location,  it  had 
become  obvious  that  the  new  building  was  too  small 
and  needed  to  be  enlarged.  During  the  construction  of 
the  additional  space,  the  pews  had  to  be  removed 
temporarily. 

One  morning  the  then  Fr.  Sanders  came  checking 
into  the  office.  He  had  just  walked  through  the 
building  where  he  had  noticed  one  of  the  older 
construction  workers  re-attaching  the  pews  to  the 
concrete  floors  with  ell  irons.  The  man  was  shaking 
his  head  and  fuming  under  his  breath.  When  Bishop 
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survived  the  two  leading  killers  of  men. 

On  May  27  Bishop  Sanders  was  taken  by 
ambulance  from  Trinity  Center  to  Carteret  General 
Hospital  where  he  was  operated  on  to  repair  a  hernia. 
He  returned  to  the  Rosevear  Cottage  at  Trinity  Center 
the  following  day  to  recuperate. 

During  the  next  few  days  Bishop  Sanders 
breathing  became  increasingly  labored.  On  Thursday, 
June  5  he  died  in  his  oncologist's  office  in  Greenville. 
He  took  his  last  breath  as  Bishop  Clifton  Daniel;  his 
wife,  Nancy  Sanders;  Jane  Wynne,  Assistant  for 
Finance  and  Administration;  and  his  nurses  prayed 
over  him. 

During  the  homily  Bishop  Estill  told  a  story  of 
Bishop  Sanders  addressing  an  ECW  group  in  the 
Diocese  of  North  Carolina  shortly  after  Sanders' 
operation  for  throat  cancer.  Bishop  Sanders  told  the 
group  that  his  doctors  had  restricted  him  from  singing. 
He  told  the  ladies  that  if  they  would  sing  for  him,  he 
would  dance  for  them. 

Bishop  Estill  continued  by  quoting  a  Greek  author, 
Nikos  Katzanzakis,  saying  that  if  a  man  cannot  dance 
he  cannot  pray  because  dance  kills  the  ego  and  with 
the  ego  gone  there  are  no  barriers  to  prayer. 

Bishop  Sanders  broke  down  barriers  for  many 
people  in  the  diocese  and  the  church  at-large.  He  was 
a  caring  shepherd  who  danced  a  magnificent  dance.  It 
is  appropriate  that  his  life  would  end  in  prayer. 

^1  "Sharing  Stories"  con't  from  page  C 

Sanders  asked  what  was  bothering  the  worker,  the  man 
said,  "Cap'n,  its  these  ell  irons.  They're  too  small. 
Come  Sunday  morning  when  your  congregation  gets  to 
worshipping  and  clapping  and  singing  and  rocking 
back  and  forth  in  these  pews,  they're  going  to  pop 
those  ell  irons  right  out  of  the  floor." 

Bishop  Sanders  made  due  note  of  the  man's 
concern  and  wondered  out  loud  to  me  if  anything  like 
that  could  possibly  happen  in  an  Episcopal  church. 
Perhaps  his  "wonderings"  were  prophetic. 

From  Frank  Warren  ,  Jr. 

I  went  to  the  funeral  of  Bishop  Sidney  Sanders  at 
Trinity  Center  on  June  9.  His  ashes  were  laid  to  rest  at 
Sanders  Point,  a  small  thrust  of  land  extending  into 
Bogue  Sound,  green  with  yaupon,  myrtle  and  gnarled 
live-oak  trees,  garlanded  with  fresh  growth,  springing 
from  seemingly  dead  branches,  like  the  green  of  the 
church  season,  and  the  hope  of  things  to  come. 

I  stood  with  many  on  the  other  side  of  a  small 
channel,  looking  across  at  the  point,  and  the  great 
waters  of  the  sound  stretched  far  away,  and  the  sound 
of  prayer  and  song  drifted  across  to  us,  muted  and 
beautiful  upon  the  breeze. 

The  words  "sea-surge"  came  to  my  mind,  as  I 
sensed  the  lapping  water,  saw  small  boats  rocking  at 
their  docks,  and  softly  sang  the  dismissal  hymn  "Now 
thank  we  all  our  God,  with  heart  and  hands  and 
voices..." 

"Sea-surge,"  the  wind  seemed  to  whisper,  and  my 
eyes  sought  the  distant  expanse  of  water,  so  large 
against  the  gentle  point. 

Bishop  Sanders,  beloved  by  so  many,  buried  now 
as  far  east  as  one  can  get  from  Tennessee,  and  still  be 
on  the  land.  Redhaired  grand-children  laughed  as  they 
rode  back  from  Sanders  Point  on  a  golf  cart,  which 
bore,  also,  those  with  silent  grief  and  tears. 

Sea-surge.  Ebb  and  flow.  Life  and  death  and  life... 

Then  it  came  to  me.  Years  ago  Bishop  Sanders  had 
written  in  Cross  Current:  "I  was  steeped  in  the 
common  prayer  of  the  church,  and  those 
prayers... because  of  their  habitual  use  became 
ingrained  in  my  consciousness  where  they  have 
remained." 

My  father,  reading  what  he  had  written,  replied  in 
words  from  William  Alexander  Percy:  "Each  morning 
(at  Sewanee)  young  men  hear  floating  across  their 
semiconsciousness  the  sea-surge  of  their  own  language 


Trinity  Campers 
mourn  the  loss 
of  a  friend. 


Trinity  Center 
staff  will  miss 
their  bishop. 


at  its  most  exalted,  clear  and  thunderous  and  salty. 
Who  could  hear  'worship  the  Lord  in  the  beauty  of 
holiness'  without  being  beguiled  into  starrier 
austerities?  If  someone  daily  prayed  'the  love  of  God 
and  the  fellowship  of  the  Holy  Ghost'  be  with  you  all 
evermore,  could  it  help  but  sober  and  comfort  you? 
Suppose  you  had  never  rambled  from  the  narrow  path 
farther  than  its  border,  still,  would  not  pity  for  the 
illness  of  things  rise  in  your  heart  upon  hearing  'we 
have  erred  and  strayed  from  thy  ways  like  lost  sheep, 
we  have  followed  too  much  the  devices  and  desires  of 
our  own  hearts'...?" 

And  my  father  wrote:  "I  believe  the  'sea-surge  of 
his  own  language. ..clean  and  thunderous  and  salty' 
had. ..a  profound  effect  on  Bishop  Sanders,"  leading 


Bishops  pay 
their  respects 
to  Sidney  Sanders, 


him  to  become  a  priest  and  later  a  bishop. 

There  is  another  place  not  far  from  Trinity  Center 
where  the  surge  of  the  sea  is  felt  each  day,  with  the  ebb 
and  flow  of  the  tides.  Oddly  enough  it  is  "Sanders 
Channel"  and  it  carries  the  clean  ocean  water  in  from 
Bear  Inlet,  surging  into  the  Inland  Waterway,  sweeping 
the  ill  and  darkened  waters  from  the  new  and 
developing  land  back  for  awhile,  cleaning  the  salt 
marshes,  bringing  fresh  life  —  as  old  as  the  great  sea 
from  which  it  came. 

But  each  day,  also,  the  peculiar  water  comes, 
flowing  outward  with  the  tide.  We  are  thankful  when 
the  "sea-surge"  comes  again  through  Sanders  Channel 
to  make  it  clean  and  fresh  once  more. 
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An  Experienced  Deputation  Heads  to  the  General  Convention 

by  Phillip  Craig 


As  Cross  Current  reaches  mailboxes  across  the 
diocese,  the  72nd  General  Convention  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  is  convening  in  Philadelphia.  An 
experienced  deputation  represents  the  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina.  Mrs.  Nancy  Broadwell  and  the  Rev. 
Charles  vonRosenberg  have  been  appointed  to  the 
Committee  on  World  Mission;  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Cooper  to  the  Committee  on  Music;  the  Rev.  Lucy 
Talbott  to  the  Committee  on  Social  and  Urban 
Affairs;  Mr.  David  Stoller  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Small  Church;  Dr.  Robert  Van  Veld  to  the 
Committee  on  Education;  and  the  Rev.  Phillip 
Craig  has  been  assigned  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Prayer  Book  and  Liturgy.  Mr.  Larry  Overton  will 
be  a  first  time  deputy.  The  Rev.  James  Cooke  and 
Mrs.  Alicia  Ragsdale,  both  of  whom  have  attended 
.  previous  conventions,  are  the  alternates. 

They  will  join  lay  and  clerical  deputies  from 
113  dioceses  who,  with  the  delegates  to  the  ECW 
Triennial,  visitors,  exhibitors  and  family  members 
will  number  close  to  15,000  persons. 

There  will  be  a  full  agenda  of  issues  for  this 
convention.  The  deputation  hopes  to  be  able  to 
deal  carefully  with  all  of  then,  rather  than  yield  to 
the  popular  media  preoccupation  with  one  or  two. 
It  is  just  as  important  how  we  shape  our  vision  of 
mission  and  evangelism  as  it  is  how  we  understand 
human  sexuality. 

Our  deputies  are  aware  of  the  importance  of  the 
General  Convention  for  the  Episcopal  Church  as  a 
whole  and  for  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina. 

"We  are  not  a  congregational  church.  We  are  a 
national  church,"  says  Nancy  Broadwell.  "We  all 
need  to  spend  a  lot  more  time  paying  attention  to 
what  happens  at  General  Convention.  It  could 
affect  us  in  the  long  term." 

Joe  Cooper  echoes  Broadwell's  sentiments: 
"For  me,  the  Episcopal  Church  is  affirmed  by  the 
national  body  because  it  gives  us  a  focus.  It  sets 
policy  for  the  whole  church  which  shapes  how  we 
run  our  own  parishes  and  our  own  lives." 

One  item  of  great  importance  to  the  whole 
church  is  the  election  of  a  new  Presiding  Bishop,  a 
decision  made  by  the  House  of  Bishops,  requiring 
House  of  Deputy  concurrence.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  new  presiding  bishop  will  impact  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina  as  the  church  moves  into 
the  new  millennium. 

Bob  Van  Veld  sees  the  General  Convention  as 
an  opportunity  to  study  differing  points  of  view  in 
great  detail.  With  the  scope  of  the  resolutions 


being  offered,  he  will  not  be  disappointed. 

A  resolution  calling  for  the  enforcement  of 
canons  on  women's  ordination  calls  on  the  four 
dioceses  who  do  not  recognize  the  validity  of 
women's  ordination  to  make  provision  to  do  so. 

One  of  the  major  issues  will  be  a  proposal  for 
the  restructuring  of  the  church.  This  proposal  will 
limit  the  appointive  powers  of  the  presiding 
bishop,  place  administrative  matters  in  the  hands 
of  a  newly  created  "executive  officer"  and 
drastically  reduce  the  number  of  standing 
committees  and  commissions  on  the  national  level. 
One  question  our  deputation  has  raised  is  why  the 
proposal  did  not  deal  with  the  size  of  the  General 
Convention. 

Of  unquestioned  historic  impact  will  be  the 
decision  regarding  full  communion  with  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America.  Many 
of  our  deputies  feel  it  is  time  to  take  this  important 
step. 

The  committee  on  World  Missions  must  decide 
on  a  new  vision  for  global  mission  and  must  deal 
with  the  resolution  on  "Central  American 
Autonomy."  This  resolution  will  put  in  place  a 
timetable  for  the  independence  of  those  churches. 

These  are  only  a  few  of  the  matters  which  will 
come  before  the  convention.  The  number  of  issues 
addressed,  the  size  of  the  convention  and  the  entire 
legislative  process  can  be  overwhelming  to  those 
directly  involved  in  the  convention  and  to  those 
observing  from  home.  Lest  you  think  the  issues 
are  dealt  with  lightly,  Broadwell  points  out  that 
the  General  Convention  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
was  set  up  by  many  of  the  same  people  who 
established  our  national  government.  The 
convention's  legislative  process  works  basically 
the  same  way  as  our  House  of  Representatives  and 
Senate.  Both  the  House  of  Deputies  and  the  House 
of  Bishops  must  concur  before  a  resolution  is 
passed. 

"To  me  the  whole  legislative  process  is 
amazing,"  says  the  Rev.  Joseph  Cooper.  "When 
something  is  passed  it  has  been  well  thought 
through.  Resolutions  are  not  handled  carelessly." 

"I  really  believe  the  Holy  Spirit  works  through 
the  process." 

—  Phil  Craig  is  the  Rector  of  St.  Mary 's,  Kinston,  and  is  head 
of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 's  deputation 
to  the  General  Convention. 
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The  deputation  from  the  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina  invites  you  to  further 
examine  the  General  Convention  issues 
covered  in  this  special  edition  of  Cross 
Current. 

They  also  ask  that  you  continue  your 
prayers  for  them  that  they  may  be  given 
the  insight  and  courage  to  speak  and 
vote  in  a  way  that  is  consistent  with 
Scripture,  Reason  and  Tradition. 
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From  the 

Bishop 


Dear  Sisters  and  Brothers  in  Christ: 

The  past  few  weeks  have  had  their  share  of 
sadness  mingled  with  thanksgiving  and  joy; 
sadness  at  the  death  of  Bishop  Sanders, 
thanksgiving  to  God  for  his  remarkable  and  vital 
ministry  as  Bishop  of  this  Diocese,  and  joy  at  the 
way  in  which  the  Diocese  came  together  to  mourn 
his  death  and  celebrate  his  life  and  ministry  among 
us. 

Thanks  be  to  God  for  each  of  you  who  have  had 
a  part  in  these  events;  for  Phil  Craig,  Sr.  and  Frank 
Russ  who  led  the  lovely  service  of  Evensong  at  St. 
Mary's,  Kinston  on  Sunday  evening,  June  8th  for 
some  400  people  unable  to  attend  the  Eucharist  and 
burial  at  Trinity  Center  on  Monday;  for  Joe  Cooper 
and  Jeff  Douglas  in  their  planning  and  doing  the 
liturgy  at  Trinity  Center;  and  Mike  Morgan,  Carol 
Taylor  and  the  wonderful  staff  at  Trinity  Center 
who  did  so  much  work  to  make  the  day  go 
smoothly  for  the  800  plus  who  gathered  at  Trinity 
on  June  9th;  and  for  the  loyal  and  dedicated  staff  at 
diocesan  house  who  gave  and  continue  to  give  of 
themselves  and  their  talents  in  these  days  of  change 
and  transition. 

On  a  more  personal  note,  I  thank  you  for  all  of 
the  kind  calls  and  notes  of  support  and  encourage- 
ment that  so  many  of  you  have  sent  me  and  for 
your  assurances  of  continuing  prayer.  Your  words 
and  prayers  have  upheld  me  during  a  busy  and 
hectic  time,  and  continue  to  do  so.  Please  know  that 
I  have  you  in  my  prayers,  too.  It  is  part  of  our  joy 
as  Christians  to  belong  to  a  communion  of  eternal 
life  and  fellowship  rooted  in  God,  "...whose  center 
is  everywhere  and  whose  circumference  is 
nowhere."  (words  of  the  Dean  of  Canterbury  on  a 
visit  to  East  Carolina  this  spring.)  Just  as  God 
prepares  a  hopeful  and  life-filled  future  for  Bishop 
Sanders  and  all  who  have  passed  through  the  gate 
of  death,  so  God  prepares  a  future  of  hope  for  each 
of  us  and  for  our  diocese  in  the  present. 

On  June  4,  the  day  before  Bishop  Sanders  died, 
I  returned  from  a  five-day  visit  to  Puerto  Rico,  our 
companion  diocese,  where  I  had  traveled  to  help 
celebrate  the  125th  Anniversary  of  the  Episcopal 
church  on  that  island.  Puerto  Rico  is  a  lovely  place 
to  visit,  and  the  hospitality  and  warm  hand  of 
welcome  made  it  all  the  more  so. 

I  was  impressed  with  a  Diocese  so  energetic  in 
its  zeal  for  servant  ministry  rooted  in  its  love  of  our 
Savior.  Especially  moving  was  a  visit  to  a 
diocesan-run  day  care  center  for  infants  and 
children  infected  with  HIV.  And  especially  fun  was 
a  visit  to  the  boardwalk  of  Ponce,  a  seaside  town, 
for  a  Saturday  night  fiesta.  The  service  of 
celebration  on  Sunday,  June  1st,  was  by  turns 
joyful  and  solemn,  colorful  and  filled  with  lovely 
music.  I  was  proud  to  represent  our  Diocese  at  this 
milestone  event. 

On  July  13th,  I  will  depart  for  General 
Convention  in  Philadelphia,  which  convenes 
formally  on  July  16th  and  ends  July  26th.  The 


General  Convention  meets  only  once  every  three 
years,  and  is  the  highest  legislative  body  in  the 
Episcopal  Church.  It  alone  has  the  authority  to 
change  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  Canons  and 
Constitution  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  as  well  as 
set  a  budget  and  program  for  the  national  church. 
Ours  is  a  bi-cameral  convention;  consisting  of  the 
House  of  Bishops  (all  active  and  retired  Bishops 
are  entitled  to  seat,  voice  and  vote),  and  the 
House  of  Deputies  (made  up  of  4  clergy  and  4 
deputies  elected  by  each  diocese). 

All  General  Conventions  are  important  in  the 
life  of  our  church,  and  this  one  for  at  least  4 
decisions  it  will  be  asked  to  make: 

1 .  We  will  elect  a  new  Presiding  Bishop 

to  succeed  the  most  Rev.  Edmond  Browning, 
for  a  term  of  9  years.  (This  election,  by  the 
way,  will  be  done  at  Christ  Church, 
Philadelphia,  where  the  first  Presiding  Bishop 
of  the  Episcopal  Church  was  elected  exactly 
200  years  ago.)  On  Monday,  July  21,  the 
House  of  Bishops  who  will  elect  and  the 
House  of  Deputies  who  will  be  called  on  to 
confirm  the  election. 

2.  The  convention  will  also  vote  to  accept  or 
reject  a  proposed  Lutheran-Episcopal 
Concordat.  This  Concordat  is  in  no  way  a 
merger  of  our  two  churches,  but  rather  a 
means  by  which  each  church  recognizes  the 
validity  of  the  ministry  and  sacraments  of  the 
other  and  open  wide  doors  of  intercommu- 
nication with  one  another.  The  Lutherans  will 
gather  coincidently,  in  Philadelphia  in  August 
to  consider  and  vote  on  the  Concordat. 
Favorable  action  by  our  General  Convention 
will,  as  with  all  legislation  adopted,  require 
the  agreement  of  both  Houses  of  the 
Convention. 

3.  A  proposed  change  to  the  Canons  of  the 
Church  would  require  that  all  dioceses  in  the 
American  Church  permit  their  congregations, 
if  desired,  to  call  an  ordained  woman  as 
rector  or  vicar.  Though  women  have  been 
ordained  in  this  church  for  twenty  years,  there 
are  still  four  dioceses  that  do  not  recognize  or 
accept  their  ministry. 

4.  Once  again,  the  Convention  anticipates 
resolutions  on  issues  related  to  sexuality,  the 
ordination  of  persons  in  committed  same- 
gender  relationships;  and  the  blessing  of 
same-gender  relationships. 

One  final  note  regarding  General  Convention: 
The  Canons  of  the  Church  are  clear  that  each 
diocese  elect  and  send  4  lay  and  4  clerical 
deputies  to  General  Convention.  The  role  of  a 
deputy  is  to  seek  and  inform  his/her  own  mind 
and  consciences  as  far  as  possible  prior  to 
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Convention  and  then  to  work  within  the  body  of  the 
Convention  to  discern  the  will  of  God  on  issues  to 
be  considered.  This  is  different  from  the  work  of 
representatives  who  represent  a  particular  point  of 
view  or  constituency.  We  in  this  Church  have 
through  the  centuries  put  our  trust  in  the  collective 
wisdom,  judgement,  and  discernment  of  God's  will 
of  those  we  elect  to  be  Deputies  from  our  various 
dioceses. 

All  of  the  decisions  the  General  Convention 
will  be  asked  to  make  will  have  an  impact  on  the 
life,  ministry  and  direction  of  our  beloved  church  in 
years  to  come.  As  our  Bishop  and  Deputies  prepare 
to  gather  with  others  in  Philadelphia,  this  is  a  time 
for  fervent  and  constant  prayer  for  guidance  from 
God  and  the  courage  to  follow  God's  leading. 

The  following  prayer  has  been  distributed  by 
the  Anglican  Fellowship  of  Prayer.  During  July,  I 
urge  its  regular  use  in  public  worship  and  in  private 
prayer: 

God.  grant  your  blessing  on  all  who  join  in  the 
General  Convention;  by  your  Spirit  give  them 
grace  to  listen  and  grace  to  speak.  Help  them 
to  discover  where  you  are  leading  this  church. 
Give  us  all  a  unity  in  mission  that  will  enable 
the  church  by  its  life  and  witness  to  fulfill  the 
ministry  you  have  entrusted  to  us;  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  AMEN. 

On  August  26-27, 1  have  invited  the  clergy  of 
the  Diocese  to  gather  with  me  at  Trinity  Center  for 
us  to  have  a  time  apart  with  one  another  and  to 
begin  to  consider  where  God  is  calling  and  leading 
us  as  people  of  God  in  this  diocese.  This  is  only  the 
beginning  point  of  a  process  that  will  eventually 
include  all  of  us  lay  and  ordained.  I  will  write  more 
about  this,  and  my  own  sense  of  direction  for  us  as 
a  diocese  over  the  next  six  months  to  a  year  in  the 
next  issue. 


Bishop  Daniel  at  the  Helm 

With  the  June  5  death  of  Bishop  Sidney  Sanders, 
Bishop  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd,  the  coadjutor  elected 
April  1996  and  consecrated  September  1996,  auto- 
matically became  the  diocesan  bishop.  He  will  be 
officially  installed  to  this  new  office  at  the  1998 
diocesan  convention  in  Fayetteville. 
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General  Convention  in  Philadelphia 
Faces  Full  Agenda 


by  Genie  Carr 

(ENS)  Some  of  the  weightiest  issues  facing  the 
Episcopal  Church  will  be  on  the  agenda  as  bishops 
and  deputies  gather  for  the  church's  72nd  General 
Convention  in  Philadelphia,  July  16-25. 

Held  every  three  years,  the  10-day  General 
Convention  serves  as  the  supreme  legislative  body 
for  the  church,  addressing  resolutions  that  shape 
the  church's  ministry,  policy  and  even  structure. 

The  slate  of  topics  for  this  convention  will 
include  the  election  of  a  successor  to  Edmond 
Browning  as  presiding  bishop;  the  enforcement  of 
canons  on  women's  ordination;  restructuring  of  the 
church;  human  sexuality;  and  adoption  of  full 
communion  with  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
in  America. 

"Depending  on  which  diocese  you  talk  to,  some 
issues  are  more  important  than  others,"  said 
Pamela  P.  Chinnis,  president  of  the  House  of 
Deputies.  Restructuring,  for  example,  will  have 
critical  implications  for  the  church's  mission  and 
ministries,  but  "people  are  so  emotional  about 
human  sexuality,"  she  said. 

Many  of  the  issues  to  be  discussed  and  decided 
at  General  Convention  have  generated  strong 
arguments  and  feelings.  The  "underlying  theme," 
Chinnis  suggested,  is  "a  deep  desire  to  keep  the 
church  together,  so  we  don't  come  apart  in 
Philadelphia." 

Money  looms  in  the  discussion  about  proposals 
for  eliminating  some  interim  bodies  of  General 
Convention,  but  the  decisions  about  which 
committees  to  retain  raise  fundamental  questions 
about  what  the  church's  mission  should  be.  Also, 
while  fewer  national  church  entities  working 


between  General  Conventions  might  be  more 
efficient,  the  reduced  number  of  committee 
members  could  also  result  in  a  less-diverse 
perspective. 

The  proposed  budget  for  the  1997-2000 
triennium  is  $120.6  million.  One  proposal  would 
change  funding  from  dioceses  from  a  graduated 
formula  to  a  flat  20  percent  of  diocesan  income. 

A  mammoth  gathering 

Approximately  900  clergy  and  lay  people  in 
the  House  of  Deputies  and  probably  200  to  225 
bishops  in  the  House  of  Bishops  will  attend  the 
General  Convention,  said  the  Rev.  Donald 
Nickerson,  secretary  of  convention.  They  will 
come  from  113  dioceses,  which  now  include  a  new 
diocese  in  eastern  Michigan  and  also  include 
Navajoland,  an  "area  mission"  that  is  counted  as  a 
diocese  because  it  has  a  seat  and  vote  at  General 
Convention. 

Each  diocese  can  send  up  to  four  clergy  and 
four  lay  deputies.  Along  with  visitors,  exhibitors, 
family  members  and  others,  that  can  add  up  to 
10,000  people  over  two  weeks.  "The  election  of  a 
presiding  bishop  brings  in  more  people," 
Nickerson  said. 

The  numbers  require  years  of  advance 
planning  and  a  large  city  with  many  hotel  rooms. 
"We  need  2,500  rooms  at  a  minimum,"  Nickerson 
said.  The  convention  space  itself  must  include  at 
least  five  large  rooms  for  the  meetings  of  the 
House  of  Bishops,  the  House  of  Deputies,  and  the 
Triennial  of  the  Episcopal  Church  Women,  as  well 
as  for  exhibitions  and  worship. 

Held  in  conjunction  with  General  Convention, 
the  Triennial  draws  national  representatives  of  the 
ECW  together,  this  year  under  the  theme,  "Enlarge 
the  Site  of  Your  Tent. "Attending  from  the  Diocese 
of  East  Carolina  are:  Penny  Brinkley,  Dencie  Page, 
Tricia  Phillips,  and  Ruby  Strouse.  The  alternatives 
are:  Anne  Parker  and  May  Williams. 

The  diocese  in  which  the  convention  is  held 
also  has  to  round  up  1 ,000  or  more  volunteer 
convention  workers.  Barbara  Ogilby,  the 
communications  officer  for  the  Diocese  of 
Pennsylvania  who  chairs  the  diocesan  local 
arrangements  committee  for  General  Convention, 
said  that  1 ,200  people  have  signed  up  as  volunteers 
for  the  10  days  of  the  convention — and  another 
200  or  so  people  have  worked  for  two  and  three 
years  on  committees  planning  logistics  and  events. 

A  strenuous  schedule 

In  Philadelphia,  some  committees  will  begin 
meeting  on  Monday,  July  14,  though  the 
convention  officially  opens  with  Eucharist  at  9 
a.m.  on  Wednesday,  July  16.  Except  for  Sunday, 
July  20 — when  participants  will  be  encouraged  to 
attend  local  places  of  worship — days  will  begin 
early  with  legislative  committee  meetings  at  7:30 
a.m.  Legislative  sessions  for  both  houses  will  be 


Lay  and  clergy  deputies  and  bishops,  accompanied 
by  thousands  of  other  Episcopalians,  will  gather 
this  summer  in  Philadelphia  for  the  Episcopal 
Church  s  General  Convention. 


held  most  mornings  and  afternoons,  with 
committee  meetings  and  other  events  occurring 
after  dinner. 

The  election  for  the  next  presiding  bishop  will 
be  held  Monday,  July  21,  in  a  special  session  of  the 
House  of  Bishops.  The  House  of  Deputies  will 
subsequently  consider  whether  to  ratify  the 
election. 

The  four  nominees  for  presiding  bishop  were 
selected  over  a  two-year  period  by  the  29-member 
Joint  Nominating  Committee  for  the  Election  of  a 
Presiding  Bishop.  All  the  nominees  had  the  same 
background  checks  required  for  active  clergy  and 
others  in  the  church's  leadership  roles. 

The  presiding  bishop  will  have  a  term  of  up  to 
nine  years  (reduced  from  1 2  years  by  the  General 
Convention).  The  bishops  nominated  are:  Frank 
Griswold  III  of  Chicago,  Robert  Rowley,  Jr.,  of 
Northwestern  Pennsylvania,  Richard  Shimpfky  of 
El  Camino  Real  (California)  and  Don  Wimberly  of 
Lexington  (Kentucky). 

Election  and  confirmation  of  the  presiding 
bishop  are  only  two  of  many  legislative  duties  of 
the  two  houses  at  the  convention.  Bishops  and 
deputies  will  see  between  400  and  500  resolutions 
that  they  will  consider,  amend,  debate,  revise, 
reject,  approve,  defeat  or  simply  avoid. 

^1  "General  Convention"  con't  on  page  4 
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A  forum  on  the  17th  will  focus  on  spirituality. 
It  will  feature  Esther  de  Waal  of  Wales,  a  widely 
known  writer  on  Benedictine  and  Celtic  traditions; 
Madeleine  L'Engle,  a  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  who  is  an  award-winning  author  and 
popular  retreat  leader;  and  the  Rev.  Martin  Smith 
SSJE,  superior  of  the  Episcopal  Church's  Society 
of  St.  John  the  Evangelist  in  Boston  and  chaplain 
to  the  House  of  Bishops. 

Tracking  resolutions 

The  550-page  Report  to  the  General 
Convention  ("Otherwise  Known  as  The  Blue 
Book")  contains  a  six-page  index  of  resolutions 
that  come  from  national  committees,  commissions, 
boards  and  organizations  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
Those  are  the  "A"  resolutions. 

Participants  will  also  deal  with  three  other 
kinds  of  resolutions: 

"B" — proposed  by  bishops; 

"C" — proposed  by  dioceses  and  provinces; 

and  "D" — proposed  by  deputies. 

Except  for  "A"  resolutions,  which  are 
alphabetized,  each  resolution  is  numbered 
according  to  its  type  and  the  order  in  which  it  is 
received,  starting  with  B-l,  C-l  and  D-l. 

Each  resolution  first  goes  to  one  of  27 
legislative  committees  of  either  the  House  of 
Bishops  or  the  House  of  Deputies.  Nickerson  said, 
"Issues  of  liturgy  or  ministry  tend  to  go  first  to  the 
House  of  Bishops.  Issues  of  national  or 
international  affairs,  social  or  urban  issues,  or 
program  and  budget  tend  to  go  first  to  the  House  of 
Deputies." 

The  presidents  of  the  two  houses  decide  before 
the  convention  opens  which  resolutions  will  go 
where;  at  convention,  Nickerson  is  the  main  traffic 
cop. 

A  committee  of  one  house  will  receive  a 
resolution  for  "action";  at  the  same  time,  the  sister 
or  "cognate"  committee  of  the  other  house  will 
receive  it  for  "information."  The  committees  often 
meet  together. 

Committees  will  often  include  recommenda- 
tions for  action  when  they  report  out  resolutions  to 
their  houses,  but  the  bishops  or  deputies  "debate 
and  vote  on  the  resolution,  not  the  committee 
report,"  Nickerson  said. 

When  one  house  approves  a  resolution,  it  is 
sent  to  the  other  house  for  concurrence.  If  the 
houses  concur,  the  resolution  becomes  official.  If 
the  second  house  amends  the  resolution,  it  goes 
back  to  the  first  house,  which  must  decide  whether 
to  accept  the  amendment. 

Convention  participants  will  have  a  break  from 
legislative  work  on  the  evening  of  July  23,  in  a 
tour  of  six  Philadelphia  cultural  institutions  during 
a  "Parkway  Night  Out."  Among  those  included 
will  be  the  Philadelphia  Museum  of  Art,  one  of  the 
nation's  most  prestigious,  as  well  as  the  Afro- 
American  Historical  and  Cultural  Museum,  the 
Pennsylvania  Academy  of  Fine  Arts  and  the 


Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  the  Franklin 
Institute  and  the  Please  Touch  Museum. 

A  foundation  of  worship 

Like  previous  General  Conventions,  the  72nd 
will  be  "about"  far  more  than  governance. 
Worship  will  precede  each  legislative  session  — 
a  time  for  praise  and  for  grounding  participants 
in  the  reason  they  are  where  they  are,  doing  what 
they  are  doing. 

With  some  3,000  worshipers  including 
bishops,  deputies,  Episcopal  Church  Women 
Triennial  delegates  and  visitors,  the  worship 
space  has  to  be  .  .  .  really  big. 

Worship  and  Bible  study  will  be  held  in  an 
exhibit  hall  the  size  of  a  football  field  at  9:15 
a.m.  daily,  except  for  Saturday  and  Sunday  July 
19  and  20,  and  Friday,  July  25.  Continuing  the 
theme  of  his  administration,  the  presiding  bishop 
has  chosen  part  of  the  Baptismal  Covenant  as  the 
theme  of  General  Convention.  "By  water  and  the 
spirit"  will  be  reflected  at  the  entrance  to  the 
worship  space  by  a  baptismal  pool  and  Paschal 
candle. 

A  variety  of  groups  will  provide  music  for 
worship.  Among  them  will  be  the  Princeton 
Singers  with  English  choral  music;  the  Absalom 
Jones  Choir  of  the  Diocese  of  Pennsylvania  with 
primarily  African-American  inspired  music; 
hymns  from  the  Miserable  Offenders  recording 
duo  from  New  York  City;  the  Lady  Chapel 
Singers  of  St.  Mark's,  Philadelphia,  with  music 
composed  by  women;  the  choir  from 
Philadelphia's  All  Souls'  Church  for  the  Deaf; 
Schola  Cantorum,  a  girls'  choir  from  Leipzig, 


Germany;  and  local  singers. 

The  Rev.  Clay  Morris,  the  liturgical  officer  at 
The  Episcopal  Church  Center  in  New  York,  said 
that  the  convention  will  also  introduce  music  from 
the  new  hymnal  supplement,  Wonder,  Love  and 
Praise,  and  will  sing  materials  from  the  new 
Hispanic  hymnal. 

Morris  said  that  after  the  Liturgy  of  the  Word  at 
most  of  the  daily  Eucharists,  in  lieu  of  a  homily, 
participants  gathered  at  round  tables  will  have  a 
Bible  study.  For  Eucharist,  stations  will  be  at  the 
front  of  the  room  and  participants  will  go  up  to 
receive  the  elements.  That  is  less  time-consuming 
than  it  sounds.  In  1994,  Morris  said,  stations 
served  "2,500  people  in  about  10  minutes." 

At  the  Opening  Eucharist  on  July  16,  the 
presiding  bishop  will  be  the  celebrant,  and 
Archbishop  Robin  Eames  of  the  Church  of  Ireland 
will  be  the  preacher.  The  General  Convention 
Eucharist  and  United  Thank  Offering  Ingathering 
will  be  at  2  p.m.  July  19  with  Browning 
celebrating  and  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  George 
Carey  preaching. 

The  Closing  Eucharist  will  be  at  9:15  p.m.  July 
24  with  Browning  as  the  celebrant  and  the 
presiding  bishop-elect  preaching.  National  officers 
of  the  Episcopal  Church  Women  and  United  Thank 
Offering  will  be  commissioned. 

The  final  worship  service  will  be  Morning 
Prayer  on  Friday,  July  25,  the  day  of  the  final 
legislative  session. 

—  Genie  Carr  is  a  freelance  writer  living  in  Winston-Salem,  North 
Carolina,  and  will  cover  General  Convention  as  a  member  of  the 
Episcopal  News  Service  press  team. 


Has  news  of  General  Convention 


The  Rev.  William  (Scotty)  Brock,  Call  Trinity  Center,  919/247-5600  to  register. 

Retreat  Leader  $10  registration  fee  includes  lunch. 
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Changes  in  Structure  Proposed  to  Streamline  and  Refocus  Church 


by  Nan  Cobbey 

(ENS)  Changes  recommended  for  the  national 
church  and  its  top  leaders  could  bring  a  greater 
sharing  of  power  with  the  church  outside  the 
national  headquarters  in  New  York  if  they  win 
approval  at  General  Convention  this  summer. 

The  Standing  Commission  on  the  Structure  of 
the  Church  will  present  5 1  resolutions.  They  call 
for  a  less  powerful  and  less  hands-on  presiding 
bishop,  a  greater  share  of  authority  for  the 
president  of  the  House  of  Deputies,  enhanced 
responsibilities  for  the  Executive  Council,  the 
addition  of  an  "executive  director"  at  the  Episcopal 
Church  Center  and  a  revision  and  reduction  of  the 
plethora  of  commissions  and  committees  that 
oversee  the  church's  work. 

"It's  a  refocus  on  the  diocese  as  the  basic  unit 
of  the  church,"  says  Judge  George  Shields, 
Executive  Council  liaison  on  the  commission.  "[It] 
recognizes  that  there  is  a  new  way  of  doing 
business  which  is  basically  networking  and  task 
forcing  ...  we  are  really  trying  to  empower  local 
mission  and  ministry." 

Such  a  refocus  had  been  the  goal  of  many  at 
General  Convention  in  1 994  when  a  series  of 
aggressive  resolutions  proposed  moving  the  church 
center  out  of  New  York,  reducing  the  size  of 
General  Convention,  reassessing  the  roles  of 
presiding  bishop,  Executive  Council  and  national 
program  staff  and  cutting  back  financial  support 
for  the  national  offices  and  staff. 

A  call  for  change 

Most  of  those  proposals  were  defeated,  but 
sentiment  for  change  remained  high,  leading 
General  Convention  to  charge  the  Structure 
Commission  with  evaluating  national  commissions 
and  committees  with  an  eye  to  reorganization.  A 
few  months  later,  Presiding  Bishop  Edmond 
Browning  and  House  of  Deputies  President  Pamela 
Chinnis  expanded  the  commission's  charge,  asking 
members  to  make  proposals  "as  if  we  were  starting 
a  new  institution." 

That  broadened  charge  allowed  the  commission 
to  focus  on  the  roles  of  presiding  bishop,  House  of 
Deputies  president,  Executive  Council  and  national 
staff.  The  final  recommendations  attempt  to 
balance  power  and  authority  at  the  top  and  redirect 
responsibility  for  program  and  ministry. 

In  brief,  the  commission  recommends: 

—  making  the  presiding  bishop  more  pastor 
and  prophet  than  CEO  by  giving  national  program 
oversight  responsibilities  to  a  new  "executive 
director"  nominated  by  the  presidents  of  both 
houses  and  responsible  to  Executive  Council. 

—  increasing  the  responsibility  and 
accountability  of  Executive  Council  and  making 
national  program  staff  responsible,  through  it,  to 
General  Convention  rather  than  the  presiding 
bishop. 

—  expanding  the  authority  of  the  president  of 
the  House  of  Deputies  and  giving  that  person,  with 
the  presiding  bishop,  the  power  of  appointing  the 
chairs  of  all  commissions  and  committees  and 


nominating  the  executive  director  and  financial 
officer  of  the  Executive  Council. 

—  reducing  and  realigning  national  commis- 
sions, committees  and  boards,  and  changing  their 
membership,  adding  more  lay  members,  reducing 
the  number  of  bishops. 

Eight  standing  commissions  would  be 
eliminated —  church  in  small  communities, 
health,  human  affairs,  the  church  in  metropolitan 
areas,  peace  with  justice,  evangelism,  church 
music  and  the  liturgical  commission.  The  Board 
for  Church  Deployment,  Board  for  Theological 
Education  and  Council  for  the  Development  of 
Ministry  would  be  merged  into  a  new  Standing 
Commission  on  Ministry.  The  Committee  on  the 
State  of  the  Church  would  be  eliminated.  Added 
would  be:  Standing  Commission  on  Common 
Worship,  Standing  Commission  on  Domestic 
Mission  and  Evangelism,  Standing  Commission 
on  National  Concerns,  Standing  Commission  on 
Anglican  and  International  Concerns. 

—  shifting  responsibility  for  program 
development  and  oversight  to  agencies,  networks 
and  task  forces. 

Emphasizing  local  ministry 

"We  are  putting  the  emphasis  on  local  dioceses 
and  congregations,"  said  Shields. 

They  would  carry  on  the  mission  and  ministry 
"with  staff  assistance  but  not  actually  have  the 
church  center  conducting  programs." 

"Local,  diocesan,  provincial  and  network 
activity...  are  to  be  preferred  over  centralized  and 
institutionalized  activities  and  programs  and 
overhead  expense,"  said  the  Structure  Commis- 
sion's report  to  convention. 

Of  all  the  commission's  recommendations, 
those  promoting  networking  could  have  the  most 
impact,  predicts  commission  chair  Betty  Gilmore 


of  the  Diocese  of  Northwest  Texas.  "The 
networking  aspect  generates  a  great  deal  of 
enthusiasm,"  she  says. 

Coupled  with  reduced  expense  because  of  the 
consolidations,  a  less  centralized,  more  local 
emphasis  should  please  many  in  the  church,  she 
believes. 

"Some  of  the  dioceses  are  responding  with  their 
pocketbooks  to  the  feeling  that  we  can  do  this 
better  and  more  cost-efficiently  at  home,"  Gilmore 
observed.  "They're  simply  not  sending  in  their 
money.  I  am  one  that  certainly  thinks  we  must 
have  a  national  church,  but  I  think  we  also  need  to 
look  at  what  can  be  done  [locally].  I  believe  some 
of  the  things  will  naturally  fall  to  the  dioceses." 

Concerns  voiced  about  scope  of  restructure 

The  commission's  proposals  do  have  critics. 
Browning  has  commented  that  they  "seem  to 
divide  program  between  the  national  church  and 
the  local  church  ...  that  loses  the  partnership 
concept  we  have  been  building." 

Diane  Porter,  senior  executive  for  program 
until  March,  fears  that  the  proposed  changes  could 
undermine  much  of  the  work  that  has  originated  at 
the  national  headquarters  which  she  calls  "an 
incubator"  for  ideas  and  ministry. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Sessum,  chair  of  the  to-be- 
eliminated  Peace  with  Justice  Commission, 
expressed  his  concern  that  the  church  may  lose  an 
important  element  of  its  international  conscience. 
The  commission  responded  by  charging  the 
proposed  Standing  Commission  on  Anglican  and 
International  Concerns  to  have  "particular 
emphasis  on  issues  of  international  peace  and 
justice." 

—  Nan  Cobbey  is  features  editor  for  Episcopal  Life,  the  national 
newspaper  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
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Clarification  of  Canons  on  Women's  Ordination  Leaves  Church  Divided 


bv  Carol  Barnwell 


(ENS)  In  an  historic  vote,  the  1976  General 
Convention  of  the  Episcopal  Church  decreed  that 
canons  on  ordination  should  apply  equally  to  men 
and  women,  officially  approving  the  ordination  of 
women  to  the  priesthood  and  episcopacy. 

But  that  vote  didn't  leave  everyone  happy.  In  an 
effort  to  find  a  middle  ground,  a  special  meeting  of 
the  House  of  Bishops  in  1977  worked  out  a  "mind  of 
the  House"  agreement  to  recognize  the  right  of 
bishops  to  refuse  to  ordain  women  if  their 
consciences  prohibited  it. 

Twenty  years  later,  bishops  from  four  of  the 
church's  1 13  dioceses  and  jurisdictions  still  will  not 
ordain  women  or  recognize  the  validity  of  ordained 
women's  ministry  in  the  church  "as  a  matter  of 
conscience." 

The  72nd  General  Convention,  to  be  held  this 
summer  in  Philadelphia,  will  consider 
recommendations  from  a  special  committee  to  help 
implement  the  canon  in  all  dioceses. 

Established  by  the  1994  General  Convention,  the 
Committee  for  Dialogue  on  Canon  M.8. 1  (the  canon 
guaranteeing  both  men  and  women  access  to  the 
ordination  process)  met  twice  to  find  ways  in  which 
women  can  be  ordained  and  carry  out  their  ministries 
in  every  diocese,  while  protecting  the  consciences  of 
those  who  do  not  believe  women's  ordinations  are 
valid. 

Bishops,  Executive  Council  endorse  report 

At  its  meeting  in  Portland,  Oregon,  in  September, 
1 995,  the  House  of  Bishops  voted  1 22  to  1 7,  with  1 8 
abstentions,  that  equal  access  to  ordination  for  men 
and  women  is  "mandatory"  throughout  the  church 
and  endorsed  the  recommendations  of  the  Committee 
for  Dialogue  for  canonical  wording  changes  to  clarify 
that  understanding.  Executive  Council  joined  the 
church's  bishops,  endorsing  the  committee's  majority 
report  at  its  November,  1995,  meeting  in 
Birmingham,  Alabama. 

The  recommended  changes  would  not  require 
bishops  to  ordain  women,  but  would  insure  that  the 
ordination  process  be  available  to  women  in  every 
diocese.  The  committee  proposals  do  not  add 
anything  new  to  the  canon,  but  offer  clarification  to 
what  has  already  been  adopted  by  the  65th  General 
Convention.  The  following  additions  are 
recommended: 

"No  one  shall  be  denied  access  to  the  ordination 
process  nor  postulancy,  candidacy  or  ordination  in 
any  parish  or  diocese  solely  on  account  of  sex"; 

"No  member  of  the  clergy  shall  be  denied  a 
license  solely  on  account  of  sex  and  letters  dimissory 
[receiving  an  ordained  priest  from  another  diocese] 
shall  not  be  denied  by  a  bishop  solely  on  account  of 
sex"; 

"Sex  alone  shall  not  be  a  factor  in  any  bishop's 
determination  of  whether  such  person  is  a  duly 
qualified  priest." 

Leaving  little  doubt  whether  the  canons  are 
"permissive"  or  "mandatory,"  the  resolution's 
explanation  states,  "The  canons  are  mandatory  and 
applicable  in  all  dioceses." 

In  an  additional  resolution,  the  committee  said 
that  while  individuals  are  free  to  disagree  on  matters 
of  theology,  to  express  those  beliefs  and  seek  change, 
they  are  not  free  to  disregard  the  canons  of  the 
church.  This  second  resolution  is  intended  to  insure 
that  no  one  be  excluded  from  vocational 
opportunities  or  from  the  life  of  the  church  because 
of  his  or  her  theological  beliefs. 


In  four  dioceses  Margaret  Shepard,  Rector  of  All  Saints,  Southern  Shores,  would  not  have  been  ordained. 


Minority  report  issued 

Currently  Bishops  William  Wantland  of  Eau 
Claire,  John-David  Schofield  of  San  Joaquin,  Jack 
Iker  of  Fort  Worth  and  Keith  Ackerman  of  Quincy 
refuse  to  ordain  women  in  their  dioceses  and  read  the 
canonical  provision  for  ordination  "equally 
applicable  to  men  and  women"  as  permissive,  but  not 
mandatory. 

In  a  statement  presented  to  the  Province  VII 
orientation  meeting  for  General  Convention,  the 
deputation  from  Fort  Worth  said  the  proposed 
canonical  changes  would  "grieve  our  diocese,"  but 
also  would  "affect  and  permanently  alienate 
thousands  of  Episcopalians  in  other  dioceses 
throughout  the  church.." 

The  deputation  held  up  the  practice  of  their 
diocese,  in  which  women  who  begin  the  process 
toward  ordina-tion  complete  it  in  the  Diocese  of 
Dallas,  as  one  example  of  an  alternative  to  blanket 
enforcement  of  the  rule. 

A  minority  report  issued  by  several  members  of 
the  committee,  including  Wantland,  claimed  that 
there  was  not  enough  time  given  to  dialogue,  and 
took  exception  with  the  appointment  of  committee 
members,  the  format  of  procedure,  "slanted"  hearings 
and  final  proceedings.  In  short,  the  minority  has 
experienced  the  true  meaning  of  the  phrase,  "tyranny 
of  the  majority,"  the  report  stated. 

"The  committee  did  not  agree,"  said  the  Rev.  Gay 
Jennings  of  the  Diocese  of  Ohio,  a  member  of  the 
committee.  She  said  that  she  was  disappointed  but 
"not  surprised"  that  the  two  sides  reached  an  impasse. 

"There  was  a  lot  of  dialogue  about  how  to 
implement  the  canon,"  she  said.  "It  was  not  intended 
to  be  dialogue  about  anyone's  specific  theological 
position." 

No  reconciliation  in  sight 

At  an  April  7  meeting  at  the  Episcopal  Church 
Center  in  New  York,  called  by  Presiding  Bishop 


Edmond  Browning,  three  of  the  four  bishops  who  do 
not  ordain  women  were  present  with  several  of  the 
committee  members.  The  meeting  was  "cordial  and 
gracious,"  said  Jennings,  "but  there  were  no  changed 
minds.  It  was  simply  an  opportunity  to  talk  and 
maintain  relationships." 

To  date,  there  does  not  appear  to  be  a 
reconciliation  of  the  two  positions  on  women's 
ordination.  The  House  of  Bishops  has  been  clear  in 
its  vote  as  has  the  Executive  Council.  Few  express 
hope  that  the  General  Convention  can  resolve  the 
issue  to  everyone's  satisfaction. 

Expecting  the  canonical  changes  to  be  approved 
at  General  Convention,  Wantland  said  he  will  resign 
following  the  convention.  Regardless  of  the 
additional  proposed  resolution  specifically  including 
those  who  held  theological  beliefs  in  opposition  to 
women's  ordination,  Wantland  said  the  1995  vote  by 
the  House  of  Bishops  left  little  doubt  that  "those  who 
follow  the  traditional  Catholic  understanding  of  holy 
orders  are  not  to  be  included  in  this  church." 

But  Sally  Bucklee,  former  president  of  the 
Episcopal  Women's  Caucus  and  a  General 
Convention  deputy  and  member  of  Executive 
Council,  stressed  in  a  recent  letter  about  the 
committee's  work  that  the  time  has  come  to  fully 
implement  "a  canon  adopted  in  1976." 

Even  the  decision  of  the  last  General  Convention 
to  establish  the  committee  that  would  discuss  the 
canon  for  one  more  year  represented  a  painful  delay, 
she  said.  "So  it  came  to  pass  that  123  years  after  the 
General  Convention  initiated  the  first  of  many  studies 
on  the  roles  and  functions  of  women  in  this  church, 
convention  resolved  once  again  that  still  further 
dialogue  about  women  was  needed,"  she  wrote. 

"Clarity  regarding  women's  roles  and  functions  is 
imperative,"  Bucklee  wrote.  "It  is  time  to  let  go  and 
move  on." 

—  Carol  Barnwell  is  editor  of The  Texas  Episcopalian  newspaper 
of  the  Diocese  of  Texas,  and  will  cover  General  Convention  for 
the  Convention  Daily  newspaper. 
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These  People  Are  Real  —  Nominees  for  Presiding  Bishop 


by  Alicia  Alford 

When  presented  with  photos,  bios,  stats  and 
various  other  data,  it's  easy  to  forget  that  any 
one  of  the  five  men  nominated  as  presiding 
bishop  has  a  personality  all  his  own.  To  make 
these  five  bishops  —  Frank  Griswold  III  of 
Chicago,  Robert  Rowley,  Jr.  of  Northwestern 
Pennsylvania,  Richard  Shimpfky  of  El  Camino 
Real  (California),  and  Don  Wimberly  of 
Lexington  (Kentucky)  and  Herbert  Thompson, 
Jr.  of  Southern  Ohio  real,  I  set  out  to  find 
members  of  the  diocese  who  knew  them. 

I  did  not  ask  for  endorsements  of  a  nominee 
or  opinions  on  whether  they  would  make  a  good 
presiding  bishop.  I  was  simply  looking  for  a 
personality  behind  the  name  and  photo.  This  is 
what  I  found. 

The  Rev.  Joe  Cooper,  Rector  of  Church  of 
the  Servant,  Wilmington,  was  a  classmate  of 
Rick  Shimpfky  at  Virginia  Seminary.  Cooper 
describes  Shimpfky  as  a  fascinating  person  who 
is  very  creative,  yet  very  organized.  "I  admire 
anyone  who  can  reconcile  the  two,"  says 
Cooper. 

According  to  Cooper,  Shimpkfky  is  warm, 
friendly  and  effective  in  his  office  and  bright. 

"Rick  is  very  much  an  entrenched 
Episcopalian,"  says  Cooper.  "He  stands  for  what 
is  good  in  our  church." 

Cooper  says  that  Shimpky  is  open  to 
listening  to  everybody,  but  not  afraid  to  take  a 
stand.  "He  takes  information  in,  evaluates  it  and 
lets  the  Holy  Spirit  lead  him." 

The  Rev.  Tom  Cure,  Assistant  Rector  at  St. 
Paul's,  Greenville,  was  in  the  Society  of  St. 
John,  the  Evangelist  with  Frank  Griswold.  Cure 
worked  with  Griswold  on  a  retreat  Griswold  led 
at  General  Seminary  in  1 982  and  attended 
another  retreat  that  Griswold  led  in  1986. 

Cure  describes  Griswold  as  being  easy  to  get 
along  with,  very  bright,  and  having  a  good  sense 
of  humor.  "He  is  a  person  of  very  deep  prayer," 
says  Cure. 

The  Rev.  Barbara  Chaffee,  Rector  of  St. 
Thomas,  Windsor  also  knows  Griswold.  In  fact, 
she  was  ordained  by  him.  She  describes 
Griswold  as  being  "very  holy,  very  spiritual  and 
a  wonderful  liturgist." 

In  1977  Anna  Faye  Campbell,  a  member  of 
St.  Anne's,  Jacksonville,  was  a  member  of  Bob 
Rowley's  church  on  the  Hawaiian  island  of 
Oahu,  shortly  after  Rowley's  ordination. 

Campbell  describes  Rowley  as  a  very  caring, 
nice  person.  She  reminisces  with  great  fondness 
that  her  children  were  crazy  about  him. 

"He  listens  to  people,  which  to  me  is 
wonderful,"  says  Campbell. 

Bets  Crean,  a  member  of  St.  Paul's, 
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Greenville,  served  on  the  executive  council  and 
several  diocesan  commissions  in  the  Diocese  of 
Lexington  shortly  after  Don  Wimberly's  election 
as  bishop.  Not  only  did  she  work  with  him,  he 
officiated  at  her  wedding. 

"Most  of  all  that  I  know  about  him,  he  does 
his  homework:  he  says  his  prayers,  he  reads  the 
Bible,  he  reads  contemporary  religious  material 
and  takes  care  of  himself  spiritually.  For  that 
reason,  I  trust  him  even  if  I  don't  always  agree 
with  him." 

Describing  Wimberly  as  a  warm,  outgoing 
fun  person  with  a  wonderful  smile,  Crean  notes 
that  Wimberly  has  never  wanted  to  be  isolated 
because  he  is  a  bishop. 

"He's  a  genuine  person,  who  will  put  his 
arms  around  you  and  ask  you  about  yourself," 
concludes  Crean. 

The  Rev.  Patricia  Pierce,  Assistant  Rector  of 
St.  Peter's,  Washington  knows  Herb  Thompson. 
Pierce,  who  moved  to  East  Carolina  four  months 
ago,  knew  Thompson  when  he  was  a  priest  in 
the  Diocese  of  Long  Island. 

Pierce  remembers  attending  a  lay  readers 
and  chalice  bearers  class  when  Thompson 
shared  his  conversion  story.  "I  thought,  'what  a 
wonderful,  solid  man  —  solid  to  take  the  risk  in 
sharing  this,  solid  in  his  faith.'" 

Pierce  describes  Thompson  as  an  extremely 
spiritual  man  who  makes  people  feel 
comfortable.  "You  don't  feel  overwhelmed  by 
him,  nor  do  you  feel  he  is  holding  back.  His 
depth  of  spirit  is  right  up  front,"  continues 
Pierce. 

The  next  presiding  bishop  will  be  elected  by 
the  house  of  Bishops  on  July  21  during  the 
General  Convention.  The  selection  will  then  be 
ratified  by  the  House  of  Deputies.   Whoever  is 
elected,  all  five  are  real  people  who  need  our 
support  and  prayers. 
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General  Convention  Faces  Historic  Decision  on  Full  Communion  with  Lutherans 


by  Walt  Gordon 

(ENS)  After  30  years  of  Episcopal-Lutheran 
dialogue,  a  moment  of  historic  decision  looms 
with  the  approaching  General  Convention  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  in  Philadelphia  in  July,  and  the 
Church-wide  Assembly  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  in  America  (ELCA),  also  in 
Philadelphia,  in  August. 

The  two  national  legislative  bodies  will  vote 
on  whether  to  approve  the  Concordat  of 
Agreement  between  their  churches,  bringing  two 
of  the  country's  major  mainline  denominations 
into  "full  communion. " 

While  the  outcome  is  still  anybody's  guess, 
early  indications  suggest  that  the  Episcopalians 
will  approve  the  groundbreaking  accord,  while 
approval  by  the  Lutherans  is  less  assured. 

In  either  church,  however,  as  the  summer 
season  of  decision  arrives,  the  issue  is  a  favorite 
topic  at  diocesan  and  synod  meetings,  in  church 
newspapers,  on  online  discussion  groups  and  in 
national  satellite  teleconference  debates. 

Some  observers  are  convinced,  in  a  convention 
that  faces  a  number  of  very  contentious  issues,  this 
decision  is  a  very  positive  attempt  to  forge  a  whole 
new  relationship  between  two  churches. 

Full  communion  means  a  sharing  of  gifts 

What  is  full  communion? 

According  to  the  Lutheran-Episcopal  Joint 
Coordinating  Committee,  full  communion  means  a 
sharing  of  the  gifts  that  have  shaped  the  identity  of 
the  two  churches  for  400  years,  and  a  commitment 
to  sharing  the  challenges  of  mission  at  every  level 
of  the  church's  life. 

For  Episcopalians,  the  gift  to  be  shared  is  the 
historic  episcopate,  tracing  the  line  of  bishops 
back  into  the  apostolic  era  as  a  means  for  handing 
on  the  faith  and  ministry  of  the  church  catholic 
from  generation  to  generation  and  guarding  the 
unity  of  the  church. 

Lutherans  bring  the  gift  of  their  church's 
historic  emphasis  on  catechesis  and  apostolic 
doctrine,  as  represented  in  the  Augsburg 
Confession.  The  two  churches  are  of  one  mind  in 
recognizing  the  pivotal  importance  of  apostolic 
succession,  even  though  this  commitment  to  keep 
faith  with  the  teaching  and  practice  of  the  apostles 
has  been  expressed  in  different  ways. 

No  structural  merger  is  involved,  at  either  the 
local  or  national  levels,  but  clergy  of  one  church 
would  be  able  to  celebrate  the  Eucharist  and 
administer  the  sacraments  in  congregations  of  the 
other  denomination,  according  to  the  worship 
forms  and  teachings  of  that  denomination. 

Legislative  steps  to  be  taken 

What  steps  will  General  Convention  take  to 
bring  this  about? 

Three  resolutions  will  come  before  the  72nd 
General  Convention.  The  first  is  to  accept  "as  a 


matter  of  verbal  content  as  well  as  in  principle" 
the  Concordat  of  Agreement  and  to  agree  to 
make  those  legislative,  canonical,  constitutional, 
and  liturgical  changes  necessary  to  implement 
the  full  communion  envisioned  by  the  Concordat. 

The  second  resolution  temporarily  suspends 
the  "Preface  to  the  Ordinal"  which  dates  from  the 
1 7th  century.  (The  text  can  be  found  in  the  Book 
of  Common  Prayer,  p.  510,  especially  the  end  of 
the  second  paragraph.)  This  allows  the  Episcopal 
Church  to  immediately  recognize  the  validity  of 
the  orders  of  all  present  Lutheran  clergy. 

The  third  resolution  provides  that  Lutheran 
pastors  and  bishops  wishing  to  serve  temporarily 
in  the  Episcopal  Church  would  not  have  to  make 
any  further  declaration  of  faith  and  obedience 
beyond  the  ones  they  made  at  their  own 
ordinations.  In  other  words,  their  Lutheran 
ordination  vows  would  be  respected. 

The  Lutheran  Churchwide  Assembly  would 
also  vote  on  several  resolutions.  One  would  be 
identical  to  the  first  resolution  voted  on  by  the 
Episcopal  Church.  The  others  would  be  specific 
to  the  Lutherans  and  would  be  the  vehicles  for 
implementing  the  first  resolution. 

A  new  ecumenical  model 

The  Concordat's  concept  of  full  communion 
without  institutional  merger  suggests  a  new 
model  for  ecumenical  cooperation  throughout 
Christendom,  one  stressing  a  shared  Christian 
identity,  teaching,  and  sacramental  ministry. 

Under  this  model,  the  Lutheran  Churchwide 
Assembly  also  will  be  voting  on  a  proposal  for 
full  communion  with  three  U.S.  church  bodies  in 
the  Reformed  tradition:  Presbyterian  Church 
(USA),  United  Church  of  Christ,  and  the 
Reformed  Church  in  America. 

In  an  April  interview,  the  Rev.  H.  George 
Anderson,  presiding  bishop  of  the  ELCA,  said 
that  he  expected  a  majority  of  that  church's 
"voting  members,"  as  the  assembly's  delegates 
are  called,  to  favor  the  Concordat  but  did  not 
know  whether  the  document  would  receive  the 
two-thirds  majority  required  for  reception  by  the 
ELCA. 

"The  mind  of  the  church  requires  more  than  a 
majority  because  it  relates  to  a  constitutional 
change,"  he  said.  "I  do  favor  the  two-thirds 
majority  provision.  It  is  important  that  we  do  not 
receive  the  Concordat  proposal  unless  we  feel 
clearly  that  the  church  is  calling  us  to  go  ahead 
with  it." 

Anderson  said  there  was  no  clear  way  to  take 
the  pulse  of  the  church  on  this  issue.  The  synods 
chose  their  voting  members  to  the  Churchwide 
Assembly  last  year,  and  candidates'  positions  on 
the  Concordat  were  an  issue  in  the  voting  in 
some  synods. 
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"However,"  Anderson  said,  "voting  members 
to  our  Churchwide  Assembly  take  very  seriously 
the  idea  that  they  are  not  instructed  delegates; 
rather,  they  are  expected  to  listen  to  the  discussion 
and  debate  and  to  vote  according  to  their 
conscience,  so  the  vote  will  be  influenced  by  the 
debate  and  discussion  in  the  months  leading  up  to 
the  Churchwide  Assembly  and  at  the  Churchwide 
Assembly  itself." 

The  role  of  bishops 

The  most  troublesome  issue  for  those 
Lutherans  who  are  uncomfortable  with  the 
Concordat  is  the  role  of  bishops  envisioned  in  the 
agreement.  In  an  interview,  Anderson  said  that 
there  are  two  reasons  for  this,  one  sociological  and 
one  theological. 

"The  theological  reason  is  that  Lutherans  tend 
to  focus  on  the  part  of  the  tradition  that  relates  to 
the  creeds,  and  the  confessions  of  faith.  Doctrine 
has  been  so  fundamental,  that  our  identity  was 
constituted  in  our  teaching.  Some  of  us  fear  that 
when  we  start  talking  about  the  role  of  bishops  we 
are  not  putting  teaching  first,  but  rather  adding  a 
structural  requirement  to  our  understanding  of 
what  is  essential  to  the  church." 

The  sociological  reason,  he  said,  "is  that  many 
Lutherans  in  this  country  came  here  out  of 
rejection  of,  and  resistance  to,  state  church 
structures  in  Europe,  and  they  have  placed  their 
emphasis  on  'the  whole  people  of  God.'" 

The  Concordat  proposes  that,  in  the  future, 
consecration  of  Episcopal  and  Lutheran  bishops 
would  include  participants  of  both  churches, 
effectively  integrating  Lutherans  into  the  historic 
episcopate.  And  Lutherans  would  agree  to  elect 
bishops  for  life  even  though  they  will  continue  to 
elect  for  specific  terms  of  office  in  a  synod. 

While  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any 
widespread  or  systematic  opposition  to  the 
Concordat  within  the  Episcopal  Church,  many  of 
those  who  do  oppose  it  do  so  out  of  a  fear  that  the 
suspension  of  the  ordinal  and  the  immediate 
recognition  of  Lutheran  orders  betrays  the 
Episcopal  Church's  Anglican  commitment  to  the 
historic  apostolic  succession  of  bishops.  And 
some  object  because  Lutheran  clergy  are  still 
allowed  to  preside  at  Episcopal  Eucharists  even 
before  all  Lutheran  bishops  are  part  of  the  historic 
episcopate. 

In  an  introduction  to  the  Concordat,  the 
committee  said,  "The  conviction  that  underlies  this 
endeavor  is  that  each  of  the  two  churches  has 
received  a  gift,  not  of  its  own  deserving  and 
certainly  not  for  its  own  possession,  but  as  the  free 
gift  of  God's  grace  ....  Both  the  Anglican  emphasis 
on  the  historic  episcopate  and  an  ordered  ministry, 
and  the  Lutheran  emphasis  on  a  full  understanding 

^1  "Communion  with  Lutherans"  con't  on  page  9 
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Grace  Church,  Whiteville,  Models  Concordat  Ideals 


by  Alicia  Alford 

The  sign  in  front  of  the  small  white  church  in 
Whiteville  reads  "Grace  Episcopal  Church  including 
Christ  the  King  Lutheran  Church."  Inside  a 
Lutheran/Episcopal  congregation  is  fully  integrated. 
Lutherans  sing  in  the  choir,  serve  as  chalice  bearers, 
lectors,  and  teach  Sunday  school.  Once  a  month,  the 
Episcopal  priest,  the  Rev.  James  (Jimmy)  Taylor, 
conducts  the  Sunday  worship  service  from  the 
Lutheran  Book  of  Worship,  a  book  Taylor  describes 
as  being  much  like  the  Episcopal  Book  of  Common 
Prayer  only  without  the  selection  of  worship  rites. 

The  very  life  of  this  church  affirms  the 
opportunities  for  mutual  ministry  should  the 
proposed  Concordat  of  Agreement  between  the 
Episcopal  Church  and  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  of  America  (ELCA)  pass  at  both  church's 
general  conventions. 

Taylor  believes  that  it  is  in  small  rural  towns  such 
as  Whiteville  that  the  Concordat  could  truly  make  a 
difference.  "I  think  it  is  a  positive  move,"  says 
Taylor.  "Small  isolated  churches  can  be  consolidated 
into  one  more  vibrant  church." 

This  is  what  actually  happened  at  Grace  Church. 
About  thirteen  years  ago,  the  North  Carolina  Synod 
of  the  ELCA  had  founded  a  mission  in  Whiteville. 
The  mission  existed  from  1972-1974.  After  the 
mission  closed,  the  Lutheran  Bishop,  Michael 
McDaniel,  met  with  the  Bishop  of  the  Episcopal 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  Sid  Sander,  to  look  for  an 
alternative  to  simply  closing  the  doors.  The  bishops 
decided  to  pool  their  resources,  both  human  and 
financial.  The  Lutheran  mission  closed  its  doors  and 
the  congregation  came  over  to  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Today  there  is  no  distinction  between  the  two 
congregations.  Of  the  100  active  parishioners,  about 
20  are  Lutherans.  There  is  no  bias  toward  the 
Lutheran  or  Episcopal  service.  Congregants  show  up 
for  both  services  despite  their  personal  denomination. 

"The  main  thing  the  Lutherans  are  after,"  says 
Taylor,  "is  Lutheran  worship  on  a  regular  basis.  They 
want  a  presence  in  Columbus  County." 

Taylor  has  also  discovered  another  advantage  of 
having  a  shared  congregation.  "There  is  one  couple 
here,  that  the  husband  is  an  Episcopalian  and  the  wife 
is  a  Lutheran,"  relates  Taylor.  "Before  coming  to 
Grace  Church,  deciding  which  church  to  attend  had 
always  been  a  source  of  contention  in  their  marriage. 


They  love  the  idea  of  both  services  in  one  church." 

"In  another  couple,  the  husband  was  a  Lutheran 
before  being  confirmed  in  the  Episcopal  church. 
Now  they  drive  over  from  Elizabethtown." 

Despite  the  success  of  the  merger  of  the  two 
congregations,  there  are  Lutherans  at  Grace 
Church  who  hope  that  the  Concordat  does  not 
pass. 

Bill  and  Connie  Ghent,  founding 
members  of  the  Lutheran  mission  in 
Whiteville  and  active  parishioners  at  Grace 
Church,  both  oppose  the  Concordat. 

"We  are  concerned  about  two 
things:"  says  Connie,  the  church 
treasurer,  "apostolic  succession  and 
the  ordination  of  homosexuals." 

Yet  Connie  concedes  that  what  is 
happening  at  Grace  Church  is  far  ahead  of 
what  is  happening  with  the  Episcopal  and 
Lutheran  churches  at  the  national  level.  If  the 
Concordat  does  pass,  Grace  Church  will  have  much 
to  offer  as  a  model  church. 


ijl  "Communion  with  Lutherans"  con't  from  page  8 


of  the  doctrine  of  the  faith,  need  to  be  appreciated 
as  gifts,  given  by  God  with  the  intention  that  the 
gift  be  shared  with  one  another  " 

A  growing  excitement  and  vision 

When  the  first  dialogue  participants  gathered 
some  30  years  ago,  their  first  goal  was  to  work  at 
understanding  each  other's  positions  and 
addressing  each  other's  concerns.  As  the 
theological  and  ecclesiastical  barriers  to  unity  were 
removed,  a  new  vision  of  what  full  communion 
might  mean  began  to  emerge,  leading  most  of  the 
participants  to  a  genuine  excitement  and  readiness 
for  action.  The  official  dialogues  produced  several 
landmark  documents  of  theological  agreement  that 
led  to  a  decision  in  1982  for  interim  sharing  of  the 
Eucharist  by  the  two  churches  and  a  final  dialogue 


that  produced  the  Concordat  in  1 99 1 . 

This  history  has  been  repeated  over  the  past 
three  years  as  the  two  denominations  have  begun 
in  earnest  to  discern  where  the  proposed 
Concordat  of  Agreement  might  lead.  The  bishops 
of  the  two  churches,  in  particular,  emerged  from 
their  first-ever  combined  meeting  last  October 
energized  and  excited. 

At  that  joint  meeting,  held  at  a  conference 
center  in  the  Pocono  Mountains,  international 
voices  reminded  the  bishops  that  the  world  also 
was  watching  the  Concordat  discussion. 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  George  L.  Carey 
praised  the  effort  "for  sending  a  message  to  both 
the  Lutheran  and  Anglican  communions  that 
different  ways  of  living  together  are  possible." 
Carey  said  the  experiment  showed  that  "it  is 


possible  to  go  ....  from  denominational  cooperation 
to  a  life  of  common  fellowship,  decision-making 
and  oversight." 

Prof.  Gunther  Gassmann,  a  German  Lutheran 
who  was  head  of  Faith  and  Order  for  the  World 
Council  of  Churches,  told  the  joint  meeting  of 
bishops  that  full  communion  must  be  expressed 
"first  of  all  by  a  new  and  mutual  awareness  of  the 
people  in  the  churches  that  they  belong  together. 
And  when  they  belong  together  more  visibly  than 
before  as  members  of  the  one  body  of  Christ,  they 
will  live  in  a  new  spiritual  relationship  of  mutual 
care  and  common  praise." 

—  The  Rev.  Wall  Cordon  is  communications  officer  for  the  Diocese 
of  Minnesota  and  will  be  a  member  of  the  ENS  team  at  General 
Convention. 
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General  Convention  Will  Consider  New  Plan  for  Partnership  in  Missions 


by  Nan  Cobbey 

(ENS)  "Every  Christian  is  called  to  be  a 
missionary,"  according  to  the  report  to  General 
Convention  of  the  Standing  Commission  on  World 
Mission. 

Three  years  ago,  when  the  Executive  Council 
proposed  eliminating  almost  entirely  the  sending 
and  supporting  of  overseas  missionaries,  General 
Convention  refused  to  go  along.  "Absolutely  not" 
was  the  message  deputies  and  bishops  sent  as  they 
restored  money  for  overseas  mission  and 
missionaries.  Then,  challenged  by  a  plethora  of 
voluntary  missionary  societies,  diocesan  lobbyists, 
sending  agencies  and  returned  missionaries, 
convention  increased  the  budget  of  the  Standing 
Commission  on  World  Mission  and  asked  its 
members  to  develop  new  strategies  for  overseas 
mission. 

"We  took  the  mandate  to  heart,"  said  the  Rev. 
Ian  Douglas,  chair  of  the  15-member  commission. 
What  they  came  up  with  is  a  daring  plan  for  sharing 
the  responsibility  for  overseas  missionaries  and 
their  work. 

New  partnership  on  mission 

As  described  in  resolution  A204  laid  out  in  the 
report,  the  Episcopal  Partnership  for  Global  Mission 
would  be  "a  network  comprising  the  whole  range  of 
organizations  engaged  in  global  mission  — 
parishes,  dioceses,  provinces,  existing  and  new 
voluntary  missionary  societies. ..and  the  Anglican 
and  Global  Relations  Office  of  the  Executive 
Council." 

Members  of  the  partnership  would  jointly 
determine  mission  policy  and  agenda,  coordinate 
and  publicize  mission  education  across  the  church, 
promote  new  approaches  and  new  ideas  and  provide 
recognition  to  those  who  have  served  overseas. 

The  partnership  would  also  help  correct 
problems  that  have  long  plagued  missionaries  and 
mission  work:  lack  of  recognition  and  meager 
participation.  The  report  predicts  the  new  strategy 
"will  allow  for  a  diversity  of  missionary 
approaches"  and  "renew  and  regenerate  the  life  of 
the  [church.]" 

Participation  in  overseas  work  through  the 
national  church's  Anglican  and  Global  Affairs 
Office —  formerly  World  Mission —  is  low.  In 
March  this  year,  the  national  church  counted  22 
salaried  missionaries,  25  Volunteers  for  Mission 
(health  insurance  and  training  provided)  and  six 
who  serve  in  "special"  capacities,  a  far  cry  from  the 
1930s  and  1940s  when  the  national  church 
supported  450  salaried  missionaries,  many  with 
families. 

But  while  the  number  of  General  Convention- 
supported  missionaries  has  dwindled,  the  number 
sent  by  private  voluntary  organizations  has  grown. 
According  to  Douglas,  the  Episcopal  Council  for 
Global  Mission  (ECGM),  the  seven-year-old 
network  of  40  different  missionary  societies  that  is 
philosophical  and  conceptual  parent  to  the 
partnership  proposal,  supports  nearly  200  short- 
term  and  long-term  missionaries  overseas. 

A  costly  proposal 

To  operate  under  the  partnership  will  require  a 
good  deal  of  faith  on  the  part  of  the  various  agencies 


0 

for  the  simple  reason  that  it  will  be  expensive. 

Under  the  plan,  the  national  church  budget  and 
the  various  voluntary  agencies  would  jointly  pay 
the  bills  of  the  partnership.  The  commission  has 
proposed  a  50-50  split  of  the  costs  —  $  1 35,000 
annually.  That  would  cover  one  full-time  and  one 
part-time  staffer,  office  expenses,  travel, 
consultations,  coordination. 

This  is  where  the  courage  comes  in.  Many  of 
the  voluntary  agencies  operate  on  tight  budgets 
already.  Some  fail  to  pay  their  dues  to  the  ECGM. 
"It's  going  to  be  as  hard,  for  the  voluntary 
societies  to  come  up  with  the  money  as  it  will  be 
for  [General  Convention's  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on]  Planning,  Budget  and  Finance  to 
find  67,500  new  dollars  every  year  for  the  next 
triennium,"  said  Douglas. 

Concerns  about  duplication 

Some  have  wondered  whether  the  new 
partnership  would  duplicate  the  work  of  the 
Anglican  and  Global  Relations  Office  at  the 
Episcopal  Church  Center.  "We  are  convinced  it 
does  not,"  says  the  report.  The  strategy  "allows  for 
the  exploration  of  new  missionary 
opportunities. ..[and]  encourages  additional  giving 
to  world  mission."  It  also  invites  participation  by 
"Episcopalians  distrustful  of  existing  structures." 

One  member  of  the  commission,  the  Rev. 
William  Wood,  rector  of  St.  John's  Episcopal 
Church  in  Wichita,  Kansas,  does  not  approve  of  all 
details  of  the  partnership  proposal.  He  believes  its 
goals  can  be  achieved  within  present  structures 
and  objects  to  what  he  calls  a  radical  shift  in  the 
role  of  the  standing  commission  from  "review, 
evaluate"  to  "implement  program." 

Wood's  dissent  is  spelled  out  in  the  report:  "It 
is  not  necessary.  It  diffuses  our  common  mission 
strategy  and  funding  processes.  It  distorts  present 
mission  structures. ..It  is  contrary  to  the  spirit  of 
the  canons." 

"The  dissent  reflects  the  general  concern  of  a 
number  of  members  of  the  commission  and 


beyond,"  said  Douglas.  "The  commission  worked 
very  hard  to  have  the  dissent  included  within  our 
report  because  it  appropriately  reflects  our 
conversation  and  process,"  he  said.  Nevertheless, 
the  proposal  will  go  before  the  convention  and 
Douglas  hopes  to  see  it  succeed. 

"It  could  signal  a  new  way  for  Episcopalians  to 
come  together  across  a  lot  of  divisions  that  currently 
exist  in  order  to  be  about  God's  work  in  the  world," 
he  said. 

In  other  recommendations  to  General 
Convention,  the  standing  commission: 

—  endorses  a  resolution  from  the  Convocation 
of  American  Churches  in  Europe  seeking  resources 
and  affirmation  of  its  "new  vision  and  mission 
outreach."  The  "new"  work  includes  indigenous 
ministry  in  Florence  by  an  Ecuadorian  priest- 
couple,  a  refugee  center  in  Rome  for  displaced 
Africans,  a  new  Francophone  ministry  at  the 
American  Cathedral  in  Paris,  fledgling 
congregations  in  Eastern  Europe,  a  Commission  on 
Ministry  now  training  bilingual  candidates  for 
ministry  and  dialogue  with  the  Church  of  England 
Diocese  in  Europe  about  a  "harmonization  of 
jurisdictions." 

—  supports  the  "expected  petition"  from  the 
dioceses  of  El  Salvador,  Nicaragua,  Guatemala  and 
Panama  to  leave  the  Episcopal  Church  USA  to  join 
the  Diocese  of  Costa  Rica  in  a  new  autonomous 
province,  but  questions  the  proposed  financial 
arrangements.  The  proposed  covenant  requests  a  40- 
year  annually  decreasing  commitment  from  the 
general  program  budget.  "Such  a  long  period  seems 
contradictory  of  the  region's  desire  for  autonomy," 
according  to  the  commission. 

—  requests  the  last  Sunday  of  Epiphany  be 
designated  World  Mission  Sunday  and  that 
resources  be  developed  and  educational 
opportunities  offered  throughout  the  church. 

—  Nan  Cobbey  is  feature  editor  for  Episcopal  Life,  the  national 
newspaper  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
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Electronic  Media  Brings  General  Convention  to  "People  in  the  Pews 


by  Diane  Walker 

(ENS)  Following  events  and  decisions  of  the 
1997  General  Convention  will  be  considerably 
easier  and  more  "user-friendly"  than  in  past 
conventions,  thanks  to  the  plethora  of  electronic 
tools  available. 

This  convention's  electronic  offerings  include 
greatly  expanded  Quest  and  Internet  coverage, 
three  teleconferences,  two  videocassettes,  one 
scheduled  broadcast  via  the  Odyssey  Cable  TV 
channel,  and  extensive  in-house  use  of  electronic 
media  to  support  the  convention's  work. 

Quest/Internet  coverage 

Official  Internet  coverage  of  the  convention 
will  be  offered  both  through  the  Episcopal  Church 
web  site  (www.ecusa.anglican.org)  and  through 
the  QUEST  InterAnglican  Information  Network, 
an  Ecunet  partner  network. 

Convention  news  stories  will  be  posted  both  to 
the  Episcopal  News  Service  online  meeting  on 
QUEST  and  to  the  web  site.  The  church's  Internet 
web  site  also  will  offer  brief  audio  segments  from 
news  conferences  and  an  online  photo  essay  of 
scenes  from  the  Philadelphia  convention  center. 

With  national  church  agencies  offering  news 
in  as  many  electronic  media  formats  as  possible, 
for  perhaps  the  first  time  in  General  Convention 
history,  news  dissemination  will  be  targeted 
directly  to  news  consumers,  and  not  just  for 
publication  editors. 

"With  background  information,  news  and 
official  documentation  from  the  Office  of  General 
Convention  being  posted  on  networks  and  the 
World  Wide  Web,  we  could  potentially  have  a  far 
more  informed  church  membership  and 
leadership,"  said  the  Rev.  Clement  "Kris"  Lee, 
director  of  electronic  media. 

Deputies  and  bishops,  many  of  whom  will  be 
logging  on  to  the  Internet  regularly  to  give  and 
receive  updates  on  convention  activities,  will  be 
better  prepared  for  legislative  work,  and  the  church 
at  large  will  be  better  equipped  "to  understand  the 
actions  of  General  Convention  and  their 
implications  for  mission  and  ministry  in  dioceses 
and  parishes,"  added  Lee.  "But  it's  like  a  news 
stand  or  library:  the  reader  must  take  initiative  to 
access  the  information  in  order  to  benefit." 

Unofficial  Internet  coverage 

In  addition  to  official  1 997  General 
Convention  coverage  from  the  Office  of  the 
Presiding  Bishop,  the  General  Convention  Office, 
Episcopal  News  Service  and  the  Convention  Daily, 
media-wise  Episcopalians  will  have,  during  and 
prior  to  Convention,  access  to  postings  from  a 
variety  of  ministry  networks,  individuals  and 
special  interest  groups. 

This  year  biographies  and  voting  records  were 
available  for  all  major  potential  candidates  for  the 
office  of  presiding  bishop;  e-mail  addresses  for 
deputies  and  bishops  are  available  online;  and 
several  web  sites  and  public  and  private  QUEST 
meetings  have  offered  opportunities  for  extended 
discussion  on  the  issues  that  will  be  considered  at 
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convention. 

"While  it  is  heartening  to  see  that 
groups  which  represent  differing  church 
viewpoints  are  all  using  the  new  media,' 
said  Lee,  interpretation  of  what's  available 
on  line  "may  vary  considerably  depending 
on  the  posting  organization  or  individuals." 
The  readers  or  the  "persons  in  the  pew,"  he 
said,  must  decide  which  versions  of  the  stories 
they  trust  and  find  helpful. 

"With  the  advent  of  lowcost  e-mail, 
group  communication  networks  and 
online  publishing  being  used  to  voice 
concerns  or  mobilize  supporters, 
readers  will  face  a  daunting  task  of  learning  more 
about  the  individual  authors,  whether  they 
represent  more  than  themselves  individually,  and 
what  their  agendas  are,  if  any,"  Lee  said. 

For  those  ministry  networks  which  need  help 
posting  their  news  or  preparing  web  pages, 
technical  assistance  will  be  available  in  the 
Electronic  Media  Office  at  convention. 

Teleconferences  and  videos 

Three  teleconferences  originating  from  the 
convention  will  be  aired  on  the  Episcopal 
Cathedral  Teleconferencing  Network  (ECTN) 

ECTN  teleconferences  can  be  viewed  in  the 
diocesan  office  in  Kinston.  If  you  are  interested  in 
viewing  one  of  the  conferences  listed  below  or 
would  like  further  information,  contact  the 
diocesan  office,  919/522-0885. 

Children  at  Risk 

(Thursday,  July  17,  4  to  6  p.m.  Eastern  time) 
Live  satellite  coverage  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
Women  Triennial's  joint  session  with  the  General 
Convention,  which  will  focus  on  "Children  At 
Risk."  Presentations  will  be  followed  by  small 
group  discussions  at  convention  and  at  the 
downlink  sites,  moderated  by  ECW  leaders. 
Participants  will  be  invited  to  sign  a  diocesan 
covenant  to  become  involved  in  ministry  with 
children  at  risk  and  their  families  or  guardians. 

Eucharist  with  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 

(Saturday,  July  19,  6:30  to  9  p.m.,  Eastern  time) 
Highlights  from  Convention  Eucharist  and 
Archbishop  Carey's  homily,  with  live  updates  of 
legislative  actions, -including  phone-in  questions 
from  downlink  sites. 

Celebrate  Presiding  Bishop  Browning's  ministry 
and  meet  our  new  presiding  bishop-elect 

(Wednesday,  July  23,  6  to  8  p.m.  Eastern  time  and 
again  at  7  to  9  p.m.,  Pacific  time) 
Segments  from  the  event  celebrating  Presiding 
Bishop  Browning's  ministry  and  excerpts  from  the 
first  news  conference  of  the  presiding  bishop-elect. 
This  teleconference  will  also  offer  live  update 
coverage  of  the  ECW  Triennial  Meeting,  General 
Convention  legislative  issues  and  actions,  and  will 
include  phone-in  questions  from  downlink  sites. 
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Videotapes 

The  electronic  media  office  also  will  produce 
educational  videocassettes  covering  forum 
presentations  and  highlights  of  convention  events 
and  legislation  and  the  ECW  Triennial  Meeting  for 
church-wide  distribution  and  sale,  including: 

a)  A  half-hour  video  documentary  on  the  Episcopal 
Church  Women  meeting  offering  segments  with 
the  presentations  of  major  speakers  at  the  Triennial 
Meeting,  suitable  for  parish  study  group  use. 
There  will  also  be  a  highlights  segment  giving 
viewers  an  overview  of  ECW  goals  and  ministry 
and  a  glimpse  of  sessions  and  activities  at  the 
Triennial  Meeting.  $15.00 

b)  "Let  The  Whole  World  See"  will  be  a  half-hour 
videocassette  program  reporting  on  the  legislative 
debates  and  official  actions  of  the  General 
Convention,  including  segments  showing  the 
convention  in  session  and  interviews  with  key 
leaders.  $15.00 

The  videocassettes  may  be  ordered  from  Eurith 
Jackson  at  the  Episcopal  Church  Center,  800-334- 
7626,  extension  5380. 

In  addition,  an  1 8-minute  video  called 
"Turning  Life  Around"  on  10  ministries  supported 
by  the  United  Thank  Offering  will  debut  at  the 
Episcopal  Church  Women's  Triennial.  Included 
are  segments  on  outreach  by  a  San  Diego  parish  to 
Sudanese  refugees  to  Haiti,  by  students  at  the 
University  of  Kansas  serving  meals  to  the 
homeless,  and  by  volunteers  in  northern  Virginia 
who  provide  mentoring  for  unwed  teenage 
mothers. 

"Turning  Lives  Around"  was  produced  by 
Fred  Huff  of  Scottsdale,  Arizona,  and  will  be 
available  for  sale  in  both  English  and  Spanish  at 
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Resolutions  Put  Sex  on  General  Convention  Agenda 

by  Mary  Lee  B.  Simpson 


(ENS)  Much  like  the  energizer  bunny,  the 
Episcopal  Church's  dialogue  on  human  sexuality 
keeps  on  going  ...  and  going  ...  and  going. 

And  it's  going  right  on  to  Philadelphia, 
during  a  General  Convention  that  is  laden 
already  with  far-reaching  and  historical,  energy- 
consuming  deliberations  for  deputies  and 
bishops:  the  election  of  a  new  presiding  bishop, 
restructure  of  the  church,  full  communion  with 
the  Lutherans,  and  the  extension  of  women's 
ordination  in  all  dioceses,  to  name  a  few. 

"I  don't  have  much  optimism  that  we'll  make 
much  progress  this  General  Convention,"  said 
the  Rev.  Jane  N.  Garrett,  deputy  from  the 
Diocese  of  Vermont  and  co-chair  of  the 
Committee  for  Dialogue  on  Human  Sexuality.  "I 
don't  sense  that  sex  is  the  big  issue  this  year." 

Though  sex  may  not  be  the  big  topic  this  time 
around,  there  will  still  be  plenty  of  it  on  the 
convention's  agenda. 

Report  developed  on  blessing  same-sex 
relationships 

The  15-page  report  on  the  blessing  of  same- 
sex  relationships,  prepared  collaboratively  by 
members  of  the  Standing  Liturgical  Commission 
(SLC)  and  the  theology  committee  of  the  House 
of  Bishops,  outlines  four  options  for  the  church 
to  consider:  continue  emphasizing  the  teaching 
that  the  right  and  proper  context  for  genital 
sexual  relations  is  within  heterosexual  marriage; 
ask  the  SLC  to  devise  a  rite  of  marriage  to  be 
authorized  for  use  equally  with  heterosexual  or 
homosexual  couples;  ask  the  SLC  to  develop  a 
rite  that  would  bestow  the  church's  official 
blessing  on  same-sex  unions,  though  in  a  manner 
that  is  clearly  not  the  same  as  marriage;  or  accept 
the  ambiguity  and  affirm  the  duty  of  local  pastors 
to  respond  pastorally. 
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The  report  will  go  to  a  convention 
committee  that  will  consider  it  and  recommend 
a  response  for  convention,  though  what  kind  of 
response  is  anybody's  guess. 

In  addition,  seven  proposed  resolutions  — 
tentative  at  this  time  —  are  expected. 

Two,  coming  from  the  Dioceses  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Missouri,  request  the  creation 
and  dissemination  of  rites  for  the  blessing  of 
committed  relationships  between  persons  of  the 
same  sex. 

Three,  from  the  Dioceses  of  El  Camino 
Real,  Newark  and  New  York,  call  for  the 
Church  Pension  Fund  to  extend  benefits  now 
available  only  to  clergy  spouses  to  life  partners 
of  gay  and  lesbian  clergy  as  well. 

Once  again,  the  Diocese  of  El  Camino  Real 
is  asking  General  Convention  to  direct  the 
church's  Medical  Trust  to  offer  health  coverage 
to  unmarried  domestic  partners.  Although 
bishops  and  deputies  in  Indianapolis  three  years 
ago  agreed  that  gay  and  lesbian  couples  need 
legal  rights  to  health  and  pension  benefits  and 
called  on  local  and  national  legislatures  to  grant 
such  protection,  they  denied  such  coverage  for 
partners  of  church  employees.  In  a  ballot  by 
orders,  the  resolution  failed  by  only  a  few  votes 
in  each  order. 

Canon  change  on  sex  outside  marriage 
for  clergy 

Bishops  and  deputies  may  also  endure  some 
lengthy  deliberations  with  two  other  proposed 
resolutions  dealing  with  changes  in  the  canons. 
One  is  an  amendment  to  prohibit  clergy  from 
sexual  relations  outside  marriage,  offered  by 
Bishop  William  C.  Wantland  of  the  Diocese  of 
Eau  Claire.  The  other  is  an  amendment 


defining  "immorality"  to  include  all  forms  of 
sexual  intercourse  between  unmarried  people. 

To  keep  the  dialogue  going  after  Philadelphia 
comes  this  resolution  from,  the  Committee  for 
Dialogue  on  Human  Sexuality:  that  the  dialogue 
continue,  on  a  voluntary  basis. 

"The  most  important  thing  our  committee 
learned  is  that  topdown  dialogue  doesn't  work," 
said  Garrett.  "People  were  deeply  suspicious 
because  of  the  topdown  approach.  Leadership  is 
crucial  but  it  must  come  from  the  local  and 
diocesan  levels." 

The  committee,  formed  by  the  1994  General 
Convention  in  Indianapolis,  was  asked  to  devise 
ways  to  encourage  use  of  the  bishops' 
"Continuing  the  Dialogue"  study  document 
throughout  the  church.  The  document  emerged 
from  attempts  by  the  House  of  Bishops  to  write  a 
definitive  pastoral  letter. 

Energy  for  dialogue  waning 

From  an  extensive  survey  of  dioceses 
studying  the  bishops'  document  and  other  human 
sexuality  resources,  the  group  also  learned  that 
energy  on  dialoguing  is  waning. 

People  are  weary  of  being  told  they  have  to 
discuss  this  topic,  according  to  the  committee's 
Blue  Book  report.  Some  equate  "dialogue"  with 
"debate"  or  "deadlock,"  the  report  notes. 
Dialogue  is  often  seen  as  a  way  of  furthering 
"their"  agenda  whoever  "they"  may  be.  And 
people  are  confused  about  what  they  are 
dialoguing  about. 

Whatever  does  or  does  not  happen  in 
Philadelphia,  the  questions  and  the  struggles  will 
keep  on  going  ...  and  going  ...  and  going. 

—  Mary  Lee  Simpson  is  editor  of  the  Southwestern  Episcopalian 
newspaper  of  the  Diocese  of  Southwestern  Virginia,  and  will 
cover  General  Convention  for  the  Convention  Daily. 


the  General  Convention  Exhibit  Hall  at  the  United 
Thank  Offering  and  Episcopal  Parish  Services 
booths,  or  through  Episcopal  Parish  Services  at 
800/903-5544. 

Odyssey  Telecast 

On  Sunday,  September  18th  at  8  p.m., 
Eastern  time,  the  Odyssey  Cable-TV  Channel 
will  air  a  one-hour  special  telecast,  based  on  the 
"Let  The  Whole  World  See"  video,  and  will 
report  on  the  work  of  the  church  and  the  ECW, 
with  an  emphasis  on  interpreting  how  and  why 
the  General  Convention  and  the  ECW  Triennial 
Meeting  are  important  to  viewers,  whether 
Episcopal  or  not.  The  Odyssey  Channel  reaches 
28  million  households. 


Communications  resolutions 

In  order  that  this  unprecedented  level  of 
information  may  begin  to  be  available  on  a 
diocesan  and  parish  scale  as  well,  a  number  of 
deputies  and  bishops  are  submitting  resolutions 
calling  on  the  church  as  a  whole,  from  parishes 
to  church-wide  agencies,  to  enhance  their 
communications  capabilities.  Most  initiatives 
emphasize  better  cooperation  and  a 
comprehensive  and  accountable  strategy  for 
intercommunication  and  information  sharing, 
seeing  information  provider  media  specialists 
as  inseparable  partners  with  the  doers  of 
ministry. 

"Whether  by  convention  action  or  not,  it 
would  increase  the  effectiveness  of  the 
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church's  use  of  ALL  electronic  media —  radio, 
television,  satellite  transmissions,  multimedia 
productions,  corporate  video,  teleconferencing, 
intranets,  and  the  full  range  of  current  and 
emerging  internet  communication  tools  —  if 
those  already  engaged  in  this  ministry  could 
form  or  increase  cooperative  planning,"  said  Lee. 
"We  need  to  be  poised  for  flexible  adoption  of 
goals  and  methods,  readily  modifying  plans  as 
new  enhancements  or  techniques  become 
viable." 

—  Diane  Walker  is  a  freelance  writer  living  on  Shaw  Island, 

Washington,  who  will  serve  as  assistant  editor  on  the  Episcopal 
News  Service  press  team  at  General  Conventi.  •!. 
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Civility  Returns  at  General  Convention;  Optimism  Restored 


Opening  Eucharist  in  the  convention  hall  in  Philadelphia. 


by  Alicia  Alford 

With  one  exception,  the  deputies  from  East 
Carolina  to  the  72nd  General  Convention  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  agree  that  there  was  "just 
something  different"  about  this  convention.  People 
were  nicer  to  each  other. 

Bishops  and  deputies  in  Philadelphia  made 
momentous  decisions —  the  25th  presiding  bishop 
was  elected;  the  Concordat  of  Agreement  with  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  was  approved; 
women's  access  to  ordination  was  made  available  in 
all  dioceses;  and  the  church  was  restructured.  They 
discussed  weighty  issues  —  the  right  of  retired 
bishops  to  vote  in  the  House  of  Bishops;  the  blessing 
of  same-sex  relationships;  and  the  ordination  of  non- 
celibate  homosexuals. 

But  perhaps  most  promising  for  the  future  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  was  the  air  of  civility  which 
prevailed  over  the  entire  convention. 

"The  tenor  of  the  debate,  both  on  the  convention 
floor  and  in  committee  hearings,  was  decidedly 
different  than  the  past  two  conventions,"  reported  the 
Rev.  Jim  Cooke,  an  alternate  to  the  convention. 

"There  was  an  air  of  respect,"  said  the  Rev. 
Charlie  vonRosenberg,  a  deputy.  "There  was  not 
mutual  approval,  but  mutual  acceptance  —  a  deter- 
mined effort  to  stay  in  community  with  each  other." 

Both  Presiding  Bishop  Browning  and  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury  George  Carey  warned  convention 
attendees  of  the  danger  of  incivility. 

In  opening  remarks  to  the  House  of  Bishops, 
Browning  stated:  "Community  is  not  simply 
sweetness  and  light. . .  .  community  means  rubbing 
up  against,  being  honed  by,  being  changed  by  not 
only  those  for  whom  we  have  a  natural  affinity,  but 
also  by  those  for  whom  our  feelings  are  less  than 
comfortable,  those  with  whom  we  disagree." 

In  the  convention  Eucharist  sermon,  Archbishop 
Carey  admonished  the  congregation  not  to  lob 
scripture  verses  like  hand-grenades  into  each  other's 
camps.  He  acknowledged  that  the  burdens  and 
challenges  facing  the  convention  were  anything  but 
light,  but  he  expressed  his  faith  in  the  tenacity  of  the 


Episcopal  Church. 

"Whatever  the  challenges,  the  tensions  that  arise 
from  time  to  time,  I  know  that  the  Episcopal  Church 
will  be  there  in  the  thick  of  things  facing  up  to  it  all," 
Carey  said. 

Having  seen  the  danger,  the  rifts  and  the  schisms 
created  by  the  inflammatory  rhetoric  of  the  Phoenix 
General  Convention  in  1991  and  to  a  lesser  extent  in 
Indianapolis  in  1994,  bishops  and  deputies  seemed 
ready  to  move  ahead  in  a  new  way. 

"People  are  tired  of  not  being  nice  to  each  other 
and  are  worried  about  the  future  of  the  church,"  said 
lay  deputy  Nancy  Broadwell. 

Deputies  eagerly  embraced  a  covenant  that  was 
circulated  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Deputies 


stating  that  deputies  agreed  to  disagree  with  respect 
and  kindness. 

Deputies  described  a  presence  of  hopefulness  and 
optimism  in  Philadelphia.  Broadwell  said,  "We're 
coming  back  to  what  Anglicanism  is  all  about.  We 
looked  at  what  we  had  in  common  rather  than  what 
was  different." 

Frank  Griswold  Elected  25th  Presiding  Bishop 

The  election  of  Frank  Griswold,  Bishop  of 
Chicago,  as  the  25th  presiding  bishop  reflects  the 
church's  change  in  tone. 
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Bishop 


Dear  Sisters  and  Brothers  in  Christ, 

I  have  just  returned  from  an  overnight  meeting 
of  the  clergy  of  the  diocese.  It  was  a  privilege  and 
pleasure  to  gather  with  this  group  of  dedicated 
men  and  women  who  give  so  much  of  themselves 
in  serving  their  congregations  and  diocese.  The 
purpose  of  the  gathering  was  to  begin  to  think 
about  our  direction  as  a  diocese  in  the  near  future. 
I  want  now  to  share  my  plans  with  you. 

The  first  thing  I  am  doing  is  forming  a 
Consulting  Committee  under  the  provisions  of 
Title  1,  Canon  8  Section  12  of  our  diocesan 
canons.  This  canon  allows  the  bishop  to  appoint  a 
committee  for  a  purpose  designated  by  the  bishop. 
The  committee  serves  for  a  one-year,  renewable 
term.  This  group  of  approximately  twelve  people 
will  have  three  tasks:  first,  to  help  me  assess  the 
current  status  of  the  diocese  and  to  respond  to  the 
most  pressing  issues;  second,  to  determine  what 
needs  and  issues  exist  that  should  be  addressed  in 
the  coming  12  months;  third,  to  work  with  me  in 
preparing  for  a  long-range  planning  process.  1 
hope  by  the  next  issue  of  Cross  Current  to  be 
ready  to  name  the  members  of  the  committee 
(invitations  have  already  been  issued  and  I  await 
responses  as  of  this  writing.) 

The  second  area  is  that  of  staffing.  I  have 
decided  to  fill  two  positions:  a  full-time  position 
of  Canon  to  the  Ordinary,  who  will  be  responsible 
for  program  and  ministry,  and  a  part-time  position 
that  will  include  responsibility  for  vacancy 
consultation  for  congregations  seeking  a  rector  or 
vicar  and  responsibility  for  clergy  deployment. 
Both  of  these  positions  will  be  for  two  years  only. 
I  am  in  conversation  presently  with  persons  who 
have  a  range  and  depth  of  experience  in  the  church 
that  make  them  excellent  candidates  for  these 
positions. 

Third,  long-range  planning.  Part  of  the  work 
of  the  Consulting  Committee  over  the  next  two 
years  will  be  to  lay  plans  for  the  hiring  of 
professionals  who  can  help  us  carry  out  a  long- 
range  planning  process  that  I  envision  taking  place 
in  1999.  Part  of  that  planning  process  will  be  to 
consult  extensively  with  all  parts  of  our  diocese 
and  its  communicants  as  we,  together,  create  a 
vision  for  our  diocese  and  chart  a  course  over  the 
first  few  years  of  the  new  millennium.  By  the 
time  the  long-range  planning  is  completed,  we  will 
have  a  better  idea  of  what  our  permanent  diocesan 
staff  configuration  needs  to  be  in  light  of  our 
vision  and  planning. 


Another  important  area  of  life  and  witness  is 
scheduling  for  the  bishop's  regular  Sunday 
morning  visitations  and  Confirmation.  I  recently 
wrote  the  clergy  of  the  diocese  regarding  my 
schedule,  for  Sunday  morning  visitations,  and  now 
want  to  share  my  thoughts  with  you.  Since  there  is 
only  one  bishop  and  over  70  congregations,  I  have 
expanded  the  cycle  of  visitation  to  18  months 
between  visitations.  This  is  due  partly  to  the  lack 
of  bishops  available  to  serve  in  a  diocese  as  an 
assistant  bishop,  partly  to  my  own  commitment  to 
visit  each  of  the  congregations  in  our  diocese,  and 
partly  because  the  long-range  plan  will  help  to 
clarify  what  kind  of  on-going  episcopal  assistance 
might  be  best  for  East  Carolina.  Since  many 
congregations  prepare  more  than  one  class  for 
Confirmation/Reception/Reaffirmation  each  year,  I 
have  added  a  series  of  deanery  services,  held  on 
Sunday  afternoons  apart  from  my  Sunday  morning 
parish  visitations.  These  will  provide  an  additional 
opportunity  for  Confirmation/Reception/Reaffir- 
mation.  Please  note  that  these  additional  services 
will  not  be  taking  the  place  of  Sunday  morning 
visitations  and  Confirmation,  but  are  additional 
services  available. 

I  will  be  writing  more  about  all  of  this  as  time 
passes  and  our  plans  unfold.  God  has  so  richly 
blessed  us  in  this  diocese  with  incredible  resources 
and  the  presence  of  such  gifted  and  generous 
leadership  among  our  clergy  and  laity.  This  is  a 
cause  for  thanksgiving  as  we  move  prayerfully 
into  the  future  God  prepares  for  us. 

God  bless  you,  and  God  bless  our  diocese. 


With  all  best  wishes,  I  remain, 
Faithfully  yours, 

Clifton  Daniel,  3rd 
Bishop  of  East  Carolina 


1997  Deanery  Confirmation  Services 

November  9    -    Trinity  Deanery 
November  1 6  -    Pamlico  Deanery 
December  7    -    Albemarle  Deanery 
December  14  -    Lower  Cape  Fear  Deanery 
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Griswold,  who  was  elected  on  the  third  ballot,  is 
known  for  his  ability  to  listen.  He  received  110  votes 
and  Bishop  Herbert  Thompson  Jr.  of  Southern  Ohio 
received  96. 

"I  think  the  new  Presiding  Bishop  will  work 
toward  greater  reconciliation  within  the  church, 
finding  ways  to  be  more  tolerant  and  understanding 
of  all  points  of  view,"  said  lay  deputy  Larry  Overton. 

In  his  first  press  interview,  Griswold  said  that 
"the  church  is  destined  to  always  contain 
diametrically  opposing  views"  and  part  of  his  task  is 
to  "help  the  different  voices  hear  one  another" 
through  continuing  conversation.  "I  see  myself  as  an 
Anglican  with  the  breadth  to  live  with  ambiguity  and 
contradicting  perspectives  and  stay  grounded." 

Griswold  has  been  credited  for  his  strong 
ecumenical  work  with  the  Roman  Catholic,  Russian 
Orthodox  and  Evangelical  Lutheran  churches.  He  is 
also  respected  for  his  strong  prayer  life  and 
commitment  to  spiritual  growth.  He  is  an  associate 
of  the  Society  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist.  He  has  a 
particular  interest  in  liturgy  and  has  served  as  the 
chair  of  the  Standing  Liturgical  Commission  for  the 
national  church. 

As  Bishop  of  Chicago,  Griswold's  term  has  been 
marked  by  greater  acceptance  of  women  priest,  a  shift 
to  a  voluntary  funded  diocesan  budget,  a  revamping  of 
congregational  development  policy  leading  to  self- 
sufficiency  for  assisted  congregations,  and  more 
emphasis  on  the  work  of  the  1 3  social  service 
agencies  of  the  diocese's  Episcopal  Charities. 

Griswold,  59,  will  serve  a  nine-year  rather  than  a 
12-year  term. 

Concordat:  Bold  Ecumenical  Move 

Several  East  Carolina  deputies  noted  the 
overwhelming  approval  of  the  Concordat  of 
Agreement  as  one  of  the  most  significant  acts  of  the 
72nd  convention. 

"The  fact  that  as  Anglicans  and  Episcopalians  we 
were  willing  to  suspend  the  ordinal  requirements  for 
the  sake  of  entering  into  a  more  significant 
relationship  with  fellow  Christians  is  of  huge 
significance,"  said  Jim  Cooke. 

On  August  18,  however,  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  in  America  (ELCA)  fell  six  votes  short  of 
approving  "full  communion"  with  the  Episcopal 
Church.  After  the  enthusiastic  embrace  by  the 
General  Convention,  some  Episcopalians  feel  as  if 
they  were  left  standing  at  the  altar. 

Although  disappointed  in  the  Lutheran  vote  the 
Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel,  Bishop  of  East  Carolina, 
remains  confident  that  the  Concordat  is  far  from  a 
dead  issue. 

"The  Concordat  was  the  boldest  ecumenical  step 
that  any  church  has  taken  in  this  century,"  said  Bishop 
Daniel.  "It  is  not  dead.  It  may  just  take  a  little 
longer." 

By  margins  over  90  percent,  the  Lutherans  passed 
two  resolutions  that  said  the  ELCA  "remains 
committed  to  the  ultimate  goal  of  full  communion" 
with  the  Episcopal  Church  and  asked  for  intensive 
study  in  the  next  two  years  "to  communicate  the 
history,  theology  and  ecclesiology"  of  both  churches. 

Deputies  Identify  Convention 's  Key  Actions 

While  most  of  the  deputies  from  the  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina  agree  the  election  of  the  new  presiding 
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Deputation 
from  the  Diocese 
of  East  Carolina 
on  the  floor  of  the 
House  of  Deputies. 


Right- 
Bishop  Daniel 
with  newly  elected 
presiding  bishop, 
Frank  Griswold. 


bishop  and  approval  of 
the  Concordat  were  high 
points  of  the  General 
Convention,  they  also 
cite  a  list  of  other  actions 
as  being  significant  for 
the  future  of  the 
Episcopal  church. 

•  Episcopal 
Partnership  for 
Global  Mission 
established.  Nancy 
Broadwell  describes 
the  initiative  as  a 
"completely  new  way 
of  doing  mission 

work."  ^ 

•  Independence 
granted  to  the 

churches   of  Central  America.  Four  dioceses, 
Nicaragua,  El  Salvador,  Guatemala  and  Panama, 
will  join  the  Diocese  of  Costa  Rica  to  form  a  new 
independent  province  called  Inglesia  Anglicana 
de  la  Region  Central  de  America  (IARCA).  Both 
Jim  Cooke  and  Charlie  vonRosenberg  liken  the 
move  to  a  parent  acknowledging  his  teenage 
child  was  old  enough  to  venture  out  on  his  own. 
"We  have  been  nurturing  the  church  in  that  area, 
now  we  are  saying  goodbye,"  said  Cooke.  "They 
are  no-longer  members  of  the  Episcopal  church. 
They  are  now  Anglicans." 

•  Women's  ordination  made  mandatory  in  all 
dioceses.  The  convention  passed  two  resolutions 
mandating  that  women  be  given  access  to  the 
ordination  process  and  acceptance  as  priests  in  all 
diocese,  at  the  same  time  protecting  the  rights  of 
those  who  disagree.  No  longer  will  bishops  be 
able  to  avoid  ordaining  women  because  to  do  so 
would  "violate  their  conscience." 

•  Vote  of  all  bishops  retained.  In  a  surprise  vote, 
the  House  of  Deputies  overruled  a  vote  by  the 
House  of  Bishops  which  restricted  the  vote  of 
retired  bishops.  The  House  of  Deputies'  action 
perplexed  many  of  the  convention  attendees. 

Of  the  3 14  bishops  present  at  the  convention, 
152  were  retired;  162  were  active.  Prior  to  the 
vote  by  the  House  of  Deputies,  the  Rev.  Phil 
Craig,  head  of  the  East  Carolina  deputation,  had 
recorded  this  observation  in  his  daily  journal:  "I 


am  impressed  that  in  the  House  of  Bishops,  the 
control  rests  in  the  hands  of  the  retired  bishops 
and  these  bishops  have  no  jurisdiction.  .  .  They 
vote  but  do  not  have  to  live  with  the  decision  as 
does  an  active  bishop." 
Position  for  CEO  created.  The  convention 
created  a  new  position  for  an  executive  director 
or  chief  operating  officer  to  run  the  day  to  day 
operations  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  The  CEO 
will  report  directly  to  the  presiding  bishop.  As 
Broadwell  explains,  this  will  free-up  the 
presiding  bishop  to  be  more  pastoral. 
Early  retirement  for  clergy  approved. 
A  Pension  Fund  proposal  to  let  55-year-old  cler- 
gy with  30  years  in  the  priesthood  retire  with  full 
benefits  was  approved.  The  new  option  will  be 
implemented  Jan.  1 . 

Support  to  small  church  ministries  continued. 

Convention  authorized  the  continuation  of  the 
office  of  rural  and  small  community  ministries 
with  a  call  that  the  positions  of  national  officer 
and  field  officer  be  filled  as  soon  as  possible. 
Structural  changes  approved  by  the  convention 
replaced  the  three  standing  commissions  on 
evangelism,  church  in  small  communities  and 
metropolitan  areas  with  a  single  Standing 
Commission  on  Domestic  Mission  and  Evange- 
lism. Clergy  deputy  Lucy  Talbott  notes  that 


ijl  "Civility  Returns"  con't  on  page  4 


SEPTEMBER  1997 


Cr*ss  Current 


ijl  "Civility  Returns"  con't  from  page  3 


the  continuation  of  support  for  small  church 
ministries  is  particularly  important  for  the 

Diocese  of  East  Carolina  which  has  a  significant 

number  of  small  churches. 

The  resolution  which  received  the  most  coverage 
in  the  secular  press —  the  extension  of  health  care 
benefits  to  domestic  partners  in  same-sex  relation- 
ships—  was  not  included  in  the  deputies'  list  of 
significant  actions  of  the  General  Convention. 

"We're  almost  beyond  sex,"  said  Lucy  Talbott, 
following  the  convention.  "I'm  so  excited  that  we 
are  finally  going  to  get  some  place." 

Convention  Responds  to  Sexuality  Issues 

When  the  72nd  convention  did  respond  to  resolu- 
tions on  issues  of  sexuality,  it  sent  mixed  signals. 
The  convention  granted  dioceses  the  option  of  ex- 
tending health  care  benefits  to  domestic  partners  of 
clergy  and  church  employees  covered  by  the 
Episcopal  Church  Clergy  and  Employees'  Medical 
Trust.  However,  it  voted  against  extending  pension 
benefits  to  survivors  of  lesbian  and  gay  clergy. 

It  also  defeated,  a  resolution  authorizing  the 
development  of  liturgies  for  same-sex  blessings.  The 
resolution  failed  by  one  vote  in  each  of  the  clergy 
and  lay  orders  of  the  House  of  Deputies.  The 
Standing  Liturgical  Commission  has  been  directed  to 
continue  studying  the  issue  and  to  report  to  the  73rd 
General  Convention  in  Denver. 

"I'm  encouraged,"  said  Bishop  Daniel.  "The  con- 
vention said  that  this  is  not  the  moment  to  take  action 
on  the  issue,  but,  it  is  the  moment  to  continue  to 
think  and  pray  on  the  issue. 

"I  think  the  Holy  Spirit  works  more  in  the  hub  of 
thinking,  meeting,  and  talking  than  in  the  stillness  of 
a  fixed  opinion." 

Other  Events  Surrounding  the  Convention 

The  death  of  former  Presiding  Bishop  John  E. 
Mines  while  the  convention  was  in  session  was 
especially  moving  for  those  gathered. 

"The  timeliness  of  Bishop  Hines  death  touches 
me  deeply,"  wrote  the  Rev.  Joe  Cooper,  deputy  to 
convention.  "He  was  truly  one  of  the  great  prophets 
of  the  Church." 

Hines,  the  22nd  presiding  bishop,  was  known  for 
his  social  activism,  especially  in  addressing  racism. 
Hines  died  July  19.  He  was  87. 

In  other  halls  of  the  convention  center,  the 
Triennial  Meeting  of  the  Episcopal  Church  Women 
met.  During  the  Triennial,  the  United  Thank 
Offering  (UTO)  announced  the  1997-2000  grants. 
East  Carolina  was  among  the  125  dioceses 
receiving  grants  totaling  over  $3  million. 

The  UTO  awarded  $28,500  to  the  Family 
Emergency  Teen  Shelter,  an  ecumenical  ministry 
that  St.  James  the  Fisherman,  Shallotte,  sponsors 
for  troubled  youths. 

The  deputies  and  representatives  had  their  own 
personal  highlights.  For  Larry  Overton  and  his 
wife  Betsy,  it  was  meeting  Archbishop  Carey  in 
the  cathedral  garden  after  the  service  at  Christ 
Church  Cathedral. 

Densie  Page's  highlight  was  an  8:30  a.m. 
Eucharist  on  the  banks  of  the  Schuylkill  River 


following  an  early  morning  canoe  trip.  With  an 
inverted  canoe  providing  the  altar,  Native 
Americans  opened  the  service  with  a  call  to  God, 
the  mother  and  father  to  bless  the  gathering. 
Bishop  Steve  Charleston,  former  Bishop  of  Alaska, 
was  the  celebrant  and  preacher  whose  sermon 
called  on  Christians  to  reclaim  the  environment. 
After  the  congregants  renewed  their  baptismal 
vows.  Bishop  Charleston  used  a  pine  branch  to 
shower  them  with  blessed  water  from  several  area 
rivers. 

For  Phil  Craig,  an  indelible  impression  was 
made  by  Pattie,  a  30-year-old  woman  with  the 
maturity  level  of  an  eight  year  old.  Pattie  and  her 
mother  sat  next  to  Craig  in  the  rear  of  the  room 
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Top: 

Betsy  Overton  chats  with  Arc  hbishop  of  Canterbury' 
George  Carey.  The  Rev.  Gwenn  Mudd,  former 
assistant  rector  of  St  Peter  s,  Washington, 
is  on  the  right. 

Above  Left: 

Bishop  Daniel  settles  into  work  in  the  House 
of  Bishops. 

Above  Right: 

Eucharist  is  set  on  the  banks  of  the  Schuylkill  River. 
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during  the  UTO  In-gathering  service.  With 
childlike  simplicity,  Pattie  delighted  in  the 
pageantry  of  the  service.  As  Pattie  waited  to 
receive  the  Eucharist,  she  placed  her  arm  around 
her  mother  and  said,  "Oh,  look  Mother.  It's  Mary." 
Her  mother  explained  to  Craig  that  Pattie  often  had 
visions  of  Mary  during  the  Eucharist. 

After  receiving  communion,  Craig  had  planned 
to  proceed  out  the  door  and  leave  when  he  heard 
Pattie  say,  "You're  leaving,  aren't  you?"  He  replied 
yes.  Pattie  said,  "Well  thank  you  for  coming,  and 
remember  that  Jesus  loves  you." 

Craig  wept. 


Deputies  marvel  at  breadth  of  Church 

The  East  Carolina  deputies  and  representatives 
in  Philadelphia  kept  personal  notes  and  journals 
recording  a  myriad  of  impressions  of  General 
Convention.  Repeatedly,  deputies  commented  on 
the  power  of  the  worship  services  throughout 
convention;  the  wonder  of  the  sermons  delivered; 
and  the  impact  of  the  music.  Deputies  and 
representatives  also  marveled  at  the  diversity  of 
people  and  ideas  within  the  Episcopal  church. 

They  recorded  concern  and  sensitivity  to 
fellow  Episcopalians  torn  by  the  controversy 
surrounding  some  issues.  They  wrote  of  their  joy 


in  being  part  of  a  church  that  welcomes  such 
diversity.  They  delighted  in  having  arrived  at  a 
point  where  the  church  has  agreed  that  it  is 
acceptable  to  disagree.  They  reported  that  the 
church  is  "alive  and  well." 

They  wrote  of  their  respect  for  their  fellow 
deputies  and  their  commitment  to  carrying  out  the 
Gospel  in  East  Carolina. 

They  are  optimistic  about  the  future. 

—  This  article  was  based  on  reports  from  the  Episcopal  News 
Service  and  the  Convention  Daily,  as  well  as  the  journals  kept 
by  the  convention  deputies  and  Triennial  representatives 
from  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina. 


Memorial  Resolutions  for  Former  East  Carolina  Bishops  Presented  in  House  of  Bishops 


In  Memoriam 
Thomas  Henry  Wright 
October.  4, 1 904  -  April  28, 1 997 

Native  son,  global  figure.  Bishop  Wright  was  baptized,  confirmed, 
ordained,  consecrated  and  buried  in  the  chancel  of  St.  James'  Church, 
Wilmington,  North  Carolina.  The  first  lesson  he  learned  was  the  theme 
of  his  last  sermon:  "mission  to  the  church  is  like  fire  to  burning." 

Following  in  the  footsteps  of  the  rector  of  St.  James',  who  was  first 
Field  Secretary  of  the  National  Council  in  1919,  young  Tom  Wright 
was  head  of  College  Work  when  church  headquarters  were  located  at 
281  Park  Avenue  South,  New  York.  Later,  as  bishop,  he  led  the  way  in 
constructing  the  new  Church  Center  at  815  Second  Avenue.  He  became 
chairman  of  the  Overseas  Department  and  was  known  throughout  the 
world. 

He  was  a  leader  at  the  Anglican  Congress  when  Archbishop  Michael 
Ramsey  introduced  the  missionary  strategy  document  "Mutual 
Responsibility  and  Interdependence  in  the  Body  of  Christ."  Bishop 
Wright  was  named  chairman  of  the  MRI  Commission  in  the  United 
States,  and  was  responsible  for  bringing  together  the  separated  dioceses 
of  the  Anglican  Communion  through  projects  of  mutual  support  and 
prayer. 

He  was  the  good  shepherd  who  gave  his  life  for  the  flock.  He  was 
chaplain  to  the  students  at  Virginia  Military  Institute  and  Washington 
and  Lee;  dean  of  Grace  Cathedral,  San  Francisco;  and  rector  of  St. 
Mark's,  San  Antonio.  But  he  was  always  the  native  son  of  East 
Carolina,  where  he  was  called  to  be  bishop  in  1945.  As  the  sole 
nominee,  he  was  unanimously  elected  on  the  first  ballot. 

He  was  an  ecumenical  figure;  his  counsel  sought  by  people  from  all 
walks  of  life.  He  held  a  special  place  in  the  hearts  of  the  laity,  men  and 
women  alike,  and  was  proud  to  be  called  "a  layman's  bishop." 

It  was  a  privilege  and  high  honor  for  anyone  to  work  for  Bishop  Wright. 
Of  him  it  must  be  sung,  Glorious  things  of  thee  are  spoken! 

Walker  Taylor  III 

Executive  of  the  MRI  Commission,  1964-1970 


In  Memoriam 

Brice  Sidney  Sanders 

October  15,  1931  -  June  5,  1997 

"Behold,  a  dreamer  cometh."  Brice  Sidney  Sanders,  IV,  son  of  the 
Church  in  Tennessee,  Bishop  of  East  Carolina,  1983-1997;  having  served 
as  Coadjutor,  1979-1983. 

Sid  Sanders  was  among  us  as  a  dreamer  and  shaper.  As  rector  of  Eastern 
Shore  Chapel,  Virginia  Beach,  Virginia  and  as  Dean  of  St.  Andrew's 
Cathedral,  Jackson,  Mississippi,  he  shaped  the  life  and  ministry  of  two  of 
the  great  parishes  of  this  church.  As  chaplain  at  Virginia  Theological 
Seminary,  his  ministry  shaped  a  generation  of  those,  both  lay  and 
ordained,  who  now  serve  the  Church  in  positions  of  leadership  and 
responsibility.  Through  those  whose  ministry  he  helped  to  form,  his 
ministry  goes  on. 

When  called  as  bishop  coadjutor,  he  brought  with  him  the  seeds  of  a 
vision  and  dream  that  took  root  and  bore  much  good  fruit  in  the  rich  soil 
of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina.  His  dream  for  a  ministry  of  servant- 
hood  rooted  in  a  community  dedicated  to  learning,  worship,  and  growth 
gave  rise  to  the  construction  of  Trinity  Center,  a  major  camp  and 
conference  center  open  to  all  people.  His  dream  for  ministry  to  young 
people  gave  rise  to  a  vigorous  youth  ministry  in  East  Carolina.  His 
vision  of  justice  let  bloom  a  ministry  to  and  among  our  Hispanic  brothers 
and  sisters  who  work  in  East  Carolina.  His  love  of  God's  Church  opened 
the  door  to  the  rise  of  new  congregations  in  his  diocese. 

Undergirding  these  great  dreams  that  through  the  years  became  incarnate 
in  the  life  of  the  diocese,  was  the  foundation  of  the  Baptismal  Covenant 
and  his  commitment  to  justice,  dignity,  and  a  love  for  all  God's  people  in 
their  wonderful  diversity. 

We  thank  God  for  the  presence  and  witness  among  us  as  one  in  whose 
life  the  fire  of  the  Gospel  burned  and  in  whose  ministry  the  light  of 
apostolic  witness  shone  so  brightly. 

Thanks  be  to  God  for  the  life,  witness,  and  ministry  of  Brice  Sidney 
Sanders,  in  whose  ministry  God  was  glorified  and  through  whose 
ministry  God's  reign  grew  wider. 

Brice  Sidney  Sanders  died  on  June  5,  1997.  On  June  9  he  was  laid  to  rest 
at  the  foot  of  the  altar  in  the  outdoor  Bishop's  Chapel  on  Sanders  Point  at 
his  beloved  Trinity  Center. 


The  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd  and  The  Rt.  Rev.  Alfred  C.  Marble,  Jr. 
VII  Bishop  of  East  Carolina  Bishop  of  Mississippi 


This  is  My  Story  —  the  Rededication  of  the  Wade  H.  Chestnut  Memorial  Chapel 

by  Alicia  Alford 


SURF  CITY —  If  the  walls  of  the  Wade  H. 
Chestnut  Memorial  Chapel  could  talk,  what  grand 
stories  they  would  tell. 

The  chapel,  located  on  the  grounds  of  the 
former  Camp  Oceanside,  the  diocesan  camp  which 
served  black  campers  from  1955-1985,  has 
nurtured  summer  campers;  welcomed  island 
residents  of  any  denomination  and  color;  and 
weathered  storms  —  both  human  and  mother 
nature's. 

On  July  12,  1996,  Hurricane  Bertha  hit  Topsail 
Island  damaging  the  roofs  of  the  Chestnut 
Memorial  Chapel  and  the  rectory.  Two  months 
later  on  September  5,  Fran  unleashed  her  fury 
causing  much  more  extensive  damage. 

Fran  further  destroyed  the  already  damaged 
roof  of  the  rectory.  The  storm  mangled  the  roof  of 
the  community  building  and  blew  off  the  exhaust 
and  attic  fans  causing  damage  to  the  interior  ceiling 
and  the  kitchen  equipment.  The  storm's  tidal  surge 
lifted  the  floor  of  the  community  building  leaving  a 
hump  in  its  center  several  inches  high. 

High  winds  destroyed  the  underpinnings  of  all 
three  buildings,  shattered  windows,  and  carried 
away  the  chapel's  signs.  In  addition,  water  lines 
were  broken  and  the  stage  on  the  side  of  the 
community  building  was  destroyed. 

But  on  Saturday,  August  16,  1997,  when  120 
people  gathered  in  the  small  chapel,  the  buildings 
looked  as  good  as  new.  A  congregation  of  mixed 
ages  and  races  gathered  to  rededicate  the  chapel 
and  to  celebrate  the  ministry  of  the  former  Camp 
Oceanside. 

Funds  from  insurance  claims  with  The  Church 
Insurance  Company  and  individual  gifts  were  used 
to  repair  and  enhance  the  buildings,  particularly  the 
chapel.  Thanks  to  the  efforts  of  Wade  H.  Chestnut, 
Jr.,  project  coordinator,  the  interior  of  the  chapel 
has  been  refitted  with  new  pews,  a  new  altar,  cross, 
lectern  and  baptismal  font —  each  with  a  story  of 
its  own. 

The  altar,  originally  from  St.  John's  in 
Wilmington,  had  been  moved  to  St.  Augustine's  in 
Kinston  where  it  was  used  up  until  a  few  years  ago. 
There  it  stood  in  a  hallway  until  the  Rev.  Bonnie 
Clarke  and  the  members  of  St.  Augustine's  offered 
it  for  use  in  the  Chestnut  Memorial  Chapel. 

The  arrival  of  the  altar  at  Surf  City  is  just  one 
of  the  incidents  Chestnuts  cites  as  evidence  of 
God's  presence  in  the  restoration  project.  Mr. 
Harvey  Beech,  an  attorney  in  Kinston,  drove  the 
altar  from  Kinston  in  his  pick-up  truck.  He  had 
planned  that  the  workers  renovating  the  chapel 
would  help  to  unload  the  massive  altar,  but  when 
he  arrived  on  Friday  afternoon,  they  had  already 
departed  for  the  day. 

As  Beech  pondered  his  dilemma,  a  supply  truck 
with  a  rear-lift  happened  by.  Beech  flagged  the 
driver  down.  The  driver  maneuvered  his  truck  and 
hoisted  the  altar  onto  the  porch  of  the  chapel  from 
where  the  two  men  pushed  the  altar  into  place.  The 
driver  offered  his  services  for  free. 

The  baptismal  font,  too,  has  a  story.  At  the 
suggestion  of  the  Rev.  Joe  Cooper,  who  helped 
with  the  interior  design  of  the  chapel,  Chestnut 
began  searching  for  a  shell  to  use  as  the  baptismal 
font.  He  had  searched  extensively  up  and  down  the 
east  coast  before  coming  across  a  classified  ad  in  a 
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local  paper  offering  three  things  for  sale.  The 
second  item  was  a  giant  killer  clam  shell.  The 
three-and-a-half-foot  shell  from  the  reefs  of 
southern  Australia  was  in  a  rose  garden  in  Hubert, 
NC.  The  shell,  imported  twelve  years  ago, 
belonged  to  the  deceased  wife  of  the  seller.  The 
memories  that  the  shell  evoked  were  too  painful  for 
the  seller.  He  was  delighted  with  the  new  life  the 
shell  would  be  given  and  be  giving. 

Chestnut  commissioned  Al  Frega,  a  metal 
artisan  and  sculptor  from  Wilmington,  to  design  a 
stainless  steel  stand  to  hold  the  shell.  Frega  also 
designed  the  cross,  the  lectern  and  the  candlesticks 
on  the  altar.  The  cross  has  a  nautical  effect 
resembling  an  anchor  from  one  perspective  and  a 
whale's  tale  from  another.  The  upper  portion  of  the 
lectern  is  made  from  the  plate  of  a  printing  press. 
Frega's  premise  is  that  the  spoken  Word  should  be 
held  with  something  that  printed  words. 

The  pews  in  the  chapel  were  a  last  minute 
addition,  arriving  just  days  before  the  rededication 
services.  They  were  a  gift  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harvey 
Beech,  residents  of  Kinston  and  North  Topsail 
Beach.  The  new  hymnals  and  prayer  books  were 
gifts  of  the  Bible  and  Common  Prayer  Book 
Society  located  in  the  offices  of  the  national  church 
in  New  York. 

In  addition  to  the  interior  chapel  repairs, 
sidewalks  were  laid  and  a  gravel  parking  lot  was 
added  to  the  grounds.  In  the  community  building, 
new  storm  doors  were  installed;  banquet  and 
meeting  tables  were  purchased;  the  bathroom  was 
renovated;  new  lighting  was  installed;  and  an 
adjacent  covered  patio  was  constructed.  The 
rectory  received  a  completely  new  roof,  new  storm 
and  screen  doors,  and  new  carpeting.  A  youth 
group,  under  the  leadership  of  the  Rev.  David  Rose 
from  Trinity  Church,  Spruce  Pine,  NC,  restored  the 
screen  porch  of  the  rectory. 

As  all  the  work  came  together,  Chestnut  came 
to  believe  that  "God  is  in  this  place." 

In  his  homily,  Bishop  Clifton  Daniel,  too 
acknowledged  that  God  was  in  the  place.  He 
commended  the  congregants  for  the  foundation  of 
love  on  which  the  chapel  and  Camp  Oceanside  had 
been  built.  The  chapel  had  begun  when  the  Rev. 
Edwin  E.  Kirton,  rector  of  St.  Mark's,  Wilmington, 
held  services  in  the  living  room  of  Wade  and 
Caronell  Chestnut's  beachhouse.  Daniel  noted  that 
the  chapel  had  been  inclusive,  even  when  society 
was  not.  Since  its  inception,  the  chapel  has 
considered  all  the  residents  of  Topsail  Island 
members  despite  their  home  denomination. 

Daniel  said  that  "the  chapel  stands  as  a  beacon 
of  liberty,  of  welcome,  of  invitation  to  a  new  life  in 
Jesus." 

As  voices  swelled  during  the  singing  of 
"Blessed  Assurance"  one  could  feel  the  pride  of 
those  gathered  —  pride  that  the  walls  of  the  Wade 
H.  Chestnut  Memorial  Chapel  tell  a  story,  a  song, 
"praising  the  Savior  all  the  day  long." 

That  story  is  not  complete  without  the  tales  of 
Camp  Oceanside.  Twenty-five  former  campers 
gathered  after  lunch  to  reminisce.  They  all  had 
fond  memories  of  Fathers  Portier,  Banks  and 
Kirton.  They  also  remembered  Miss  Sawyer  and 
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Children  on  the  steps  of  the  Wade  H.  Chestnut 
Memorial  Chapel. 


Shiela  Walker  helps  adjust  an  acolyte's  robe. 


Wade  H.  Chestnut,  Jr.  and  his  mother,  Caronell 
Chestnut,  outside  the  chapel  on  the  grounds  of 
the  former  Camp  Oceanside. 
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Trinity  Center  Staff  Rallies  for  Fitting  Tribute 


by  Alicia  Alford 

SALTER  PATH  —  It  should  come  as  no  surprise 
that  throughout  the  summer  the  bulletin  board  in 
the  Trinity  Center  office  was  plastered  with  thank 
you  notes  for  the  extraordinary  work  performed  in 
preparation  for  Bishop  Sanders'  memorial  service. 
As  a  diocese,  we  have  come  to  expect  and  to 
treasure  the  exemplary  service  offered  at  our  camp 
and  conference  center. 

What  is  amazing,  is  the  extra  hours,  the 
attention  to  details  and  the  labor  of  love  with 
which  the  Trinity  staff  prepared  for  the  service. 
Under  normal  conditions,  planning  such  a  service 
would  have  been  a  huge  undertaking.  On  Friday, 
June  6  when  the  staff  learned  that  Bishop  Sanders' 
memorial  service  would  take  place  under  the 
Centrum,  Trinity  Center  was  already  hosting  an 
Elderhostel;  Camp  Trinity  was  in  full-swing  with  a 
new  session  arriving  on  Sunday;  the  Sound  to  Sea 
summer  day  camp  was  in  operation;  and  a  large 
conference  group  was  in-house.  The  kitchen  was 
stretched.  Space  was  at  a  premium  and  the  staff 
was  experiencing  a  huge  loss  at  the  news  of  Bishop 
Sanders'  death. 

"While  it  was  difficult  to  plan  in  the  midst  of 
our  grief,"  explained  Jacque  Mason,  Trinity 
Center's  Group  Coordinator,  "we  wanted  to  do  it 
for  Bishop  Sanders.  Everyone  here  loved  him." 

"Planning  the  service  gave  us  something  to 
focus  on.  It  gave  people  a  way  to  express 
themselves  through  work,"  said  Mike  Morgan, 
Trinity  Center's  Executive  Director. 

Both  the  kitchen  and  the  maintenance  staff 
moved  into  high  gear.  According  to  Morgan,  it 
took  three  maintenance  workers  three  days  to  cut 
and  clear  the  undergrowth  on  Sanders  Point.  Under 
the  direction  of  Mike  Morris,  the  Maintenance  and 
Operations  Department  Chair,  the  maintenance 
crew  coordinated  the  arrival  and  setup  of  the  tents, 
chairs,  organ  and  Pepsi  trailer. 

"On  Monday  morning  when  I  drove  up  for 
work,"  said  Mason,  "the  Centrum  was  completely 
empty.  By  1 1:00,  it  was  set  with  an  altar,  flowers 
and  an  organ.  It  was  amazing." 
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her  spaghetti  and  ham  and  rolls. 

Mrs.  Barbara  Kane,  a  school  teacher  in 
Wilmington,  credited  Father  Kirton  with  her 
decision  to  become  an  educator  and  to  work  with 
children. 

Mr.  Neal  Stitt,  who  served  as  camp  director 
from  1975  to  1985,  noted  that  Michael  Jordan  had 
been  a  camper  there,  but  he  remembered  much 
more  vividly  a  young  lifeguard.  The  young  man 
did  not  believe  in  God  and  would  not  parti-cipate 
in  the  camp's  Bible  studies.  One  day  while  on 
duty,  the  lifeguard  saved  a  camper  from  drowning. 
A  counselor  asked  Stitt  to  purchase  a  box  of  life 
savers. 

That  evening  the  counselor  gave  the  lifeguard 
the  box  of  lifesavers  with  a  handmade  cross  glued 
to  it.  The  counselor  explained  to  the  young  man 


While  area  churches  eagerly  responded  to  the 
requests  of  Donna  Getty  to  help  prepare  food  for 
the  reception,  much  of  the  food  preparation  still 
fell  on  Majorie  Lewis,  the  Food  Service  Director. 
While  continuing  to  prepare  meals  for  the  in-house 
groups,  the  kitchen  began  preparing  extra  food  on 
Friday  and  continued  through  the  weekend.  In 
addition  many  of  the  guests  attending  the  memorial 
service  popped  in  unexpectedly  for  lunch. 

The  Camp  Trinity  and  Sound  to  Sea  staff  had 
to  coordinate  space  utilization.  With  the  Centrum 
being  used,  Camp  Trinity  was  moved  to  the  beach- 
side  of  the  property  for  the  morning  where  they 
shared  the  beach  house  with  the  Sound  to  Sea  day 
campers.  Trinity  Campers  were  given  the  option 
of  attending  the  afternoon  service  and  all  but  three 
chose  to  do  so. 

Fortunately,  the  Sound  to  Sea  day  campers  had 
plenty  of  marsh,  beach  and  other  environments  to 
explore. 

Throughout  it  all,  the  phone  was  ringing  in  the 
Point  of  Arrival.  People  wanted  more  information 
on  the  service,  on  parking  and  ways  to  help. 
Unexpected  neighbors  also  helped  out.  The 
Beacon's  Reach  Master  Association  lent  their 


that  both  he  and  God  had  saved  a  life  that  day.  The 
lifeguard  then  joined  with  the  other  campers 
holding  hands  and  singing. 

That  night  the  lifeguard  placed  the  box  of 
lifesavers  by  his  bed.  A  few  days  later  he  attended 
Bible  study. 

Years  later,  Stitt  was  reacquainted  with  the 
lifeguard.  The  lifeguard  said  that  he  still  sleeps 
with  the  lifesaver  box  and  cross  by  his  bed. 

So  successful  was  the  reunion  that  the  former 
campers  agreed  to  form  a  Camp  Oceanside  reunion 
group  to  meet  at  the  Oceanside  facilities.  Indeed, 
throughout  the  day,  the  spirit  and  life  of  Oceanside 
and  the  summer  chapel  flourished. 

The  rededication  seemed  to  be  for  more  than 
merely  the  building  itself.  Speaking  to  Wade 
Chestnut,  Jr.,  one  senses  his  commitment  to  the 


"people  mover,"  an  eight  passenger  golf  cart,  to 
help  transport  between  the  beach-side  parking  area 
and  the  soundside  Centrum. 

Morgan  explained  that  most  of  the  staff  was 
really  feeling  the  loss  of  Bishop  Sanders  up  until 
the  service  was  underway.  This  was  especially 
profound  because  Bishop  Sanders  had  spent  his 
last  few  weeks  at  Trinity  Center. 

"After  the  service  was  underway,  they  realized 
what  a  celebration  it  was.  There  was  a  tremendous 
change  in  the  morale  of  the  staff  before  and  after 
the  service,"  explained  Morgan. 

During  the  service,  the  Trinity  Center  and  the 
Camp  Trinity  staff  joined  together  to  present  the 
elements  for  Holy  Eucharist.  This  was  a  tangible 
offering.  What  they  offered  behind  the  scene  was 
a  loving  tribute.  What  they  offered  was  Christian 
hospitality. 

Memorial  Gifts  for  The  Rt.  Rev.  B.  Sidney  Sanders 

The  family  of  Bishop  Sanders  has  requested  that 
gifts  in  his  memory  be  given  to  Trinity  Center.  Checks 
payable  to  Trinity  Center  may  be  mailed  to  P.O.  Drawer 
380,  Salter  Path,  NC  28562.  Please  indicate  on  checks 
Bishop  Sanders  memorial  gift. 


ministry  of  the  chapel  and  the  camp  facilities.  He 
is  determined  to  move  forward. 

Chestnut  notes  that  the  chapel  is  the  only 
Episcopal  presence  on  the  island  and  says  that  a 
long-range  dream  is  to  offer  year-round  services  to 
residents  and  visi-tors  of  the  rapidly  growing 
island.  In  addition,  he  would  like  to  see  the 
facilities  used  throughout  the  year  for  meetings, 
retreats,  youth  outings,  reunions,  etc. 

Gifts  for  continued  renovations  and  improvements 
to  the  Chestnut  Memorial  Chapel  may  be  sent  to 
the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  P.O.  Box  1336, 
Kinston,  NC  28503.  Please  mark  on  the  check 
Chestnut  Memorial  Chapel. 
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Mission  Team  Visits  Puerto  Rico 


by  Dave  Davis  and  Martha  Honaker 

FAYETTEVILLE  —  After  a  great  deal  of 
planning,  fund  raising,  and  coordination,  a  mission 
team  of  20  parishioners  from  Holy  Trinity, 
Fayetteville,  arrived  in  Puerto  Rico  on  June  17  for 
a  two-week  mission  trip.  The  diverse  group 
included  three  youth,  the  youngest  age  15.  The 
oldest  team  member  was  a  sixty-year-old  social 
worker. 

During  the  first  week,  the  team  lived  and 
worked  at  the  diocesan  retreat  center,  formally 
named  Centro  Obispo  Colmore  in  honor  of  Bishop 
Colmore,  but  locally  known  as  El  Quinta 
Tranquilla,  "place  of  tranquillity." 

The  Center  is  located  an  hour  or  so  into  the 
mountains  in  the  Central  Western  part  of  the  island. 
Foliage  grew  close  to  the  narrow  mountain  road 
leading  to  the  center  and  trees  loaded  with  brilliant 
orange  flowers  and  mangoes  formed  a  canopy 
overhead.  The  air  had  a  sweet  fruity  smell  and 
pastel  colored  houses  hung  along  the  edge  of  the 
mountain.  Chickens,  dogs,  people  and  an 
occasional  horse  wandered  along  the  road. 

The  quarters  at  the  center  were  a  bit  sparse. 
When  the  welcome  at  the  retreat  center  included  a 
strong  injunction  not  to  put  any  paper  whatsoever 
in  the  toilets,  one  team  member  noted  that  she  had 
an  immediate  attitude  adjustment.  "Suddenly,  I 
knew  that  this  was  not  going  to  be  a  vacation,  nor 
was  it  going  to  be  easy,"  she  commented.  The 
team  was  thankful  on  more  than  one  occasion  that 
they  had  been  building  the  team  for  over  a  year. 

Being  very  zealous  to  begin  working  on  the 
beautification  and  painting  projects  at  the  Center, 
the  team  spent  the  next  few  days  going  up  and 
down  the  mountain  for  supplies. 

The  Diocesan  staff  and  local  parishioners  were 
marvelous  in  greeting  and  helping  the  team.  The 
team  also  helped  at  the  nearby  Ecumenical  Center, 


which  is  the  site  for  the  Farmworkers  Support 
committee,  an  organization  similar  to  the  Episcopal 
Farmworkers  Ministry.  One  of  the  highlights  of 
this  time  was  the  ability  to  worship  in  communion 
with  our  Puerto  Rican  sisters  and  brothers  at  their 
local  parish. 

The  team  then  moved  down  from  the 
mountains  to  the  historic  city  of  Ponce.  St.  Luke's 
Episcopal  Hospital,  a  magnificent  state-of-the-art 
health  care  facility  which  houses  the  premier 
cardiac  care  unit  of  the  Caribbean,  is  located  in 
Ponce. 

The  team  was  housed  on  the  top  floor  of  one  of 
the  old  abandoned  buildings  of  the  hospital.  It  was 
a  little  less  "luxurious"  than  the  accommodations  at 
the  retreat  center  and  much  hotter.  All  1 9  team 
members  stayed  in  one  large  air-conditioned  room, 
an  old  operating  room. 

The  focus  of  the  team's  efforts  for  the  four  days 
in  Ponce  was  to  work  at  the  Episcopal  Day  Care 
Center  for  children  who  are  HIV  positive.  There 
was  a  fence  around  the  center  which  Fr.  Jorge  said 
"the  Holy  Spirit  was  holding  up."  The  team  tore 
down  the  old  supports,  put  in  new  ones,  replaced 
the  corrugated  sheet  metal  and  gave  it  a  facelift 
with  new  paint. 

While  some  members  worked  on  the  fence, 
others  worked  with  the  staff  in  the  classrooms  of 
the  Day  Care  Center.  On  Thursday  the  team  joined 
in  giving  the  children  "fiesta."  It  was  a  carnival 
with  games  and  prizes,  face  painting,  hat  making 
and  lots  of  laughter,  play  and  fun. 

The  children  at  the  center  have  a  life 
expectancy  of  4-7  years.  Not  one  of  the  team 
members  left  without  tears  in  their  eyes. 

In  keeping  with  the  team  motto,  "La  Palabra  de 
Dios  The  Word  of  God  ...  El  Trabajo  De  Dios  The 
Work  of  God,"  the  team  presented  the  Diocese  of 


Mission  team  members  help  HIV  positive  children 
during  arts  and  crafts. 

Puerto  Rico  with  100  Bibles  in  Spanish  to  help 
spread  the  word  of  God. 

During  the  trip  members  of  the  team  were  also 
able  to  see  some  of  the  beauty  of  the  island  while 
snorkeling,  swimming  or  deep  sea  fishing  in  the 
Caribbean  and  touring  historic  Ponce  and  old  San 
Juan. 

The  trip  was  a  magnificent  experience  for  the 
parish  helping  to  raise  the  level  of  consciousness  of 
serving  beyond  the  local  community.  It  provided 
an  opportunity  to  put  into  action  Christ's  message 
of  love  through  servanthood  and  it  gave  an  insight 
into  the  beautiful  diversity  which  exists  within  the 
Church. 

The  team  is  planning  a  dinner  and  slide  show 
presentation  at  Holy  Trinity,  as  part  of  their  efforts 
to  continue  this  mission  ministry  in  the  future. 
They  have  begun  planning  for  another  trip  in  1998 
and  ask  that  everyone  in  the  diocese  continue  to 
hold  their  efforts  in  their  daily  prayers. 

—  Dave  Davis  is  a  deacon  at  Holy  Trinity.  Fayetteville, 
and  Martha  Honaker  is  the  Assistant  Rector.  Both  were 
members  of  the  mission  team. 


St.  Paul's  Receives  Grant  for  Writing  New  Adult  Education  Curriculum 


GREENVILLE  —  In  June  Trinity  Episcopal 
Church  on  Wall  Street  informed  St.  Paul's, 
Greenville,  that  the  church  had  received  a  $12,500 
grant.  The  purpose  of  this  grant  is  to  "commission 
Dr.  David  Crean  and  Ms.  Amanda  Hughes  to 
research,  write,  and  produce  Parts  II  and  III  of  The 
Adult  Journey." 

Dr.  Crean  who  recently  moved  to  St.  Paul's 
from  St.  Philip's,  Durham,  and  Ms.  Hughes  are  the 
authors  of  the  youth  curriculum,  The  Journey  to 
Adulthood.  This  has  proved  immensely  popular 
and  is  being  used  in  some  400  congregations 
throughout  the  United  States,  with  interest  also 
being  shown  in  Canada  and  England. 


The  success  of  The  Journey  to  Adulthood  led  to 
demands  for  an  adult  version  of  the  curriculum 
using  some  of  the  same  material.  The  concept 
developed  for  The  Adult  Journey  by  Dr.  Crean  and 
Ms.  Hughes  calls  for  three  parts —  Journey  as 
Story,  Journey  as  Community,  and  Journey  as 
Eucharist. 

Dr.  Crean  will  be  examining  the  rules 
governing  monastic  life,  notably  the  Rule  of  St. 
Benedict,  and  seeing  how  the  recovery  of  the  Rule 
for  our  time  can  be  applied  to  the  open  community 
of  the  parish. 

In  the  grant  application,  he  posed  a  central 
question:"How  can  we,  as  Christian  individuals, 


live  faithful  lives  in  community  while  still  being 
part  of  today's  secular  world  with  so  many 
community-denying  pressures?"  To  explore  this,  he 
plans  to  visit  several  monastic  communities 
including  The  Society  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist, 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts;  The  Order  of  Julian  of 
Norwich;  Waukesha,  Wisconsin;  and  St.  Gregory's 
Abbey,  Three  Rivers,  Michigan. 

Publication  of  the  curriculum  is  expected  to  be 
in  the  Fall  of  1998,  following  testing  of  the 
material  in  several  parishes  across  the  country. 

For  further  information,  contact  the  Rev.  C. 
Thomas  Midyette  III  (919/752-3482)  or  Dr.  David 
Crean  (919/756-0808). 
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"Meet  Me  at  the  Table"  Draws  VBS  Crowd 


by  Lisa  Shaw 

KINSTON —  St.  Mary's  in  Kinston  experienced  a 
tremendous  shot  of  energy  when  folks  of  all  ages 
gathered  for  Vacation  Bible  School.  The  inter- 
generational  function  attracted  an  average  of  64  . 
people  each  night. 

The  theme,  "Meet  Me  at  the  Table"  peaked 
interest.  People  seem  to  be  yearning  for  answers 
to  the  "why"  and  "what"  questions  about  our  Rite 
II  service. 

Each  evening  began  with  a  "Potluck/Pickup" 
meal.  This  gave  folks  the  option  of  preparing 
something  homemade  or  picking  up  a  prepared 
dish  from  the  deli.  Following  the  meal,  everyone 
gathered  around  the  piano  to  sing  childhood 
favorites  like  "This  Little  Light  of  Mine,"  "Jesus 
Loves  Me"  and  many  others. 

The  children  constructed  small  candles  from 
pipe  cleaners  &  tissue  to  use  when  singing. 

A  nametag  shaped  like  a  dogtag  was  used  to 
display  each  person's  Christian  name  on  one  side 
and  a  symbol  of  the  cross  on  the  other  side, 
labeling  each  of  us  as  Christians.  Individuals 
chose  a  different  shaped  cross  from  an  assortment 
of  designs  on  display. 

The  whole  group  artistically  designed  symbols 
of  the  church  on  white  fabric  squares  and  pieced 
them  together  to  create  a  beautiful  altar  frontal 
blanketed  in  color.  The  deacon's  stole  was 
fashioned  at  the  same  time. 

Shiny,  thin  symbols  of  the  church  in  gold  and 
silver  were  fashioned,  cut  and  tied  to  long  colorful 
satin  ribbons  and  then  attached  to  a  wooden  cross. 
This  tintinnabulum  was  carried  by  the  crucifer  in 
the  Eucharist  held  at  the  closing  of  the  week-long 
gathering. 


Lisa  Shaw  and  artists  with  "Meet  Me  at  the  Table  "  banner. 


For  keepsakes,  the  children  also  made  tiny 
tintinnabulums  with  decorated  popsicle  sticks  and 
jingle  bells. 

Everyone  had  a  hand  in  making  two  altar 
candles. 

During  one  evening's  prayerful  closing 
ceremony,  they  sang  a  Taize  song  while  processing 
in  a  circle.  Inside  the  circle  was  a  table  topped 
with  several  bowls  of  different  colored  wax  "sand" 
crystals  along  with  two  empty  glass  globes.  Each 
participant  scooped  up  a  spoonful  of  one  color  wax 
"sand"  to  add  to  one  of  the  glass  bowls.  "How 
deep  I  find  your  thoughts,  O  God!  How  great  is 
the  sum  of  them!  If  I  were  to  count  them,  they 
would  be  more  in  number  than  the  sand;  .  .  ." 
Psalm  139  was  read  prior  to  the  experience  and  all 
were  asked  to  imagine  that  just  a  tiny  portion  of 
God's  thoughts  about  them  were  represented  in  the 
spoonful  of  "sand"  which  they  added  to  the  bowl. 

An  original  painting  of  St.  Mary's  was  created 
by  the  children.  Each  child  painted  a  portion  four 


Heather  Skinner  and  Nancy  Langley  lead 
children  s  program. 


inches  square.  These  were  pieced  together  onto  a 
large  paper  banner  to  which  tissue  paper  streamers 
were  added.  The  banner  was  carried  in  the  closing 
service. 

As  the  children  worked  on  some  of  the  art 
activities  each  night,  the  adults  were  treated  to  20- 
30  minutes  of  discussion  regarding  the  nuts  and 
bolts  of  the  Rite  II  service.  This  turned  out  to  be 
an  enlightening  experience  for  all. 


Holy  Trinity  Preschool  Granted  Accreditation 

by  Frances  Morketter 


FAYETTEVILLE—  Holy  Trinity  Preschool, 
Fayetteville,  was  recently  granted  accreditation  by 
the  National  Association  for  the  Education  of 
Young  Children  (NAEYC).  This  prestigious 
recognition  has  been  achieved  by  about  only  5%  of 
early  childhood  programs  nationwide  —  some 
4,600  programs  as  of  March  1996. 

NAEYC  accreditation  is  a  rigorous,  voluntary 
process  by  which  early  childhood  programs 
demonstrate  that  they  consistently  meet  national 
standards  of  excellence.  Child  care  centers, 
preschools,  kindergartens,  and  before-and  after- 
school  programs  are  eligible  to  seek  NAEYC 
accreditation.  Approximately  9,000  programs  are 
engaged  in  seeking  accreditation. 

Programs  seeking  accreditation  undergo  an 
intensive  self-study,  collecting  information  from 
parents,  teachers,  administrators,  and  classroom 
observations.  They  receive  an  on-site  visit, 
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conducted  by  early  childhood  professionals 
specially  trained  by  NAEYC,  to  validate  their  self- 
study  results.  All  of  this  information  is 
independently  reviewed  by  a  team  of  national 
experts  who  grant  or  defer  accreditation. 
Accreditation  lasts  for  three  years. 

"The  heart  of  NAEYC  accreditation  focuses  on 
the  child's  experience,"  says  Ruth  Gillis,  director 
of  Holy  Trinity's  program.  "The  process  carefully 
considers  all  aspects  of  program  provision 
including  health  and  safety,  staffing,  staff 
qualifications,  administration,  and  physical 
environment.  But  the  greatest  emphasis  is  on  the 
children's  relationships  with  the  staff  and  how  the 
program  helps  each  child  grow  and  learn 
intellectually,  physically,  spiritually,  and 
emotionally." 

NAEYC  accreditation  began  in  1985,  with  the 
first  program  accredited  in  1986. 


The  nation's  oldest  and  largest  organization  of 
early  childhood  education,  NAEYC  established 
accreditation  in  response  to  the  growing  number  of 
American  children  spending  large  amounts  of  time 
in  group  settings  away  from  home  and  the  uneven 
and  often  inadequate  consumer  protection  afforded 
by  state  licensing  of  child  care  facilities. 

Now  in  its  37th  year,  Holy  Trinity  Preschool  is 
located  at  Holy  Trinity  Episcopal  Church  and 
serves  100  children  ranging  in  age  from  1  to  5.  A 
morning  program,  Holy  Trinity  offers  a 
developmental,  hands-on  approach  to  early 
learning.  Holy  Trinity  will  now  proudly  display 
the  NAEYC  torch  —  the  sign  of  NAEYC 
accreditation.  Parents  who  look  for  the  torch  when 
choosing  child  care  or  early  education  programs 
for  their  children  will  find  programs  that  have 
made  a  commitment  to  excellence  for  young 
children  and  families. 

 JE*  
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"What  I  Did  on  My  Summer  Vacation" 


SALTER  PATH  —  Countless  years  later,  these 
words,  "What  I  did  on  my  summer  vacation,"  can 
still  elicit  a  shudder.  A  new  school  year,  new 
teacher,  new  bulletin  boards,  new  friends,  same  old 
assignment.  Stretching  to  think  of  something  that 
would  make  your  regular  old  lazy  summer 
somehow  sound  fun  and  different.  Looking  for 
adventure.  .  .  . 

This  year,  for  many  parishioners  throughout  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  answering  that  question 
won't  be  a  stretch.  Armed  with  sunscreen  and 
bug-repellent,  they  joined  Camp  Trinity  staff, 
chaplains  Phil  Glick  and  Vicki  Peterson,  and 
campers  from  throughout  the  diocese  as 
Adventurers  for  the  week  of  June  21-26.  On  their 
summer  vacation,  these  folks: 

•  witnessed  a  volunteer  (a  doctor  in  her 
"real"  life)  race  a  golfcart  while  pushing 
an  empty  wheelchair; 

•  caught  another  volunteer  (a  retired 
policeman)  joining  the  staff  in  going  up 
and  down  and  up  AND  down  and  UP 
AND  DOWN  the  steps  from  the  pavilion 
to  the  beach  transporting  non-ambulatory 
campers; 

•  heard  the  chaplain  interviewing  campers 
about  the  prodigal  son  for  TNN  (Trinity 
News  Network),  using  a  flashlight  for  a 
microphone; 

•  smiled  at  a  huddle  of  youth  clustered  to 


comfort  a  camper  distressed  over 
relationship  problems; 

•  laughed  with  Father  Phil  as  he  jumped  high 
in  the  air  to  teach  the  "clown"  AMEN; 

•  and  cheered  with  each  other  as  the 
campers  performed  at  the  talent  show. 

"Adventurers  camp  is  the  high  point  of  my 
summer,"  says  Peterson.  "I  look  forward  to  it  all 
year,  and  then  bore  my  family  to  tears  talking 
about  it  for  weeks  after  I  get  back!" 

The  unique  camp  seems  to  inspire  that  sort  of 
enthusiasm.  Designed  to  meet  the  special  needs  of 
campers  with  developmental  disabilities, 
Adventurers  is  one  of  the  few  camps  of  its  kind  in 
the  country.  Each  camper  is  assigned  a  volunteer 
companion  who  shares  the  cabin  and  all  the 
activities,  including  swimming,  boating,  arts  and 
crafts,  games,  a  day  on  the  beach,  a  dance  and  a 
talent  show. 

"One  of  the  neatest  things  about  this  camp 
session,"  says  Carol  Taylor,  Camp  Director,  "is 
that  these  campers  never  complain.  They  like  it 
all:  the  food,  the  activities,  even  rest  period!" 

Not  only  does  the  camp  give  the  campers  a 
chance  to  enjoy  a  regular  camping  experience,  it 
gives  the  volunteers  a  chance  to  serve,  to  learn  and 
to  grow.  Volunteers  say,  "It  was  a  really  great 
experience,"  "I  had  a  wonderful  time,  and  I'm  sure 
I  received  more  than  I  gave."  "After  this  week, 
what  do  I  have  to  complain  about?  My  problems 


Rick  Poucher,  volunteer  from  St.  Timothy's,  Greenville, 
escorts  Jonathan  Ellis,  an  Adventurers '  camper, 
to  Sanders  Point. 

seem  minuscule"  and  "It  puts  a  nice  warm  feeling 
in  your  heart.  Everyone  should  try  it!" 

Adventurers  Camp  is  typically  held  each 
summer  around  the  third  week  of  June.  If  you'd 
like  to  try  it,  talk  to  Carol  Taylor,  Phil  Glick  or 
Vicki  Peterson.  The  diocesan  office  will  be  happy 
to  give  you  their  phone  numbers,  919/522-0885. 


God's  Banner  Over  Us  Is  Love 


by  Frank  Russ  and  Juliet  Hemingray 

The  Discoverers  III  camp  session  turned  out  to 
be  a  "melting  pot"  experience,  with  campers  from 
various  parts  of  the  world  and  the  Anglican 
Communion  present. 

The  hometown  folks  from  East  Carolina  were 
hosts  to  four  youth  from  our  companion  diocese  of 
La  Iglesia  Episcopal  Puertorriquena:  Javier 
Sterling,  Agustin  Munoz,  Anabel  Rivera,  and 
Tammy  Figuero. 

In  addition,  friends  from  England,  Jonathon 
and  Juliet  Hemingray,  assisted  the  chaplain,  the 
Rev.  Frank  Russ,  with  the  morning  session.  The 
Hemingray's  daughter,  Joanna  (better  known  as 
"Joey"),  joined  in  the  camp  activities  also.  Stefan 
and  Lira  Moskalev,  communicants  of  St.  Francis, 
Goldsboro,  were  among  the  80  campers.  The 
Mosklev  family  were  relocated  to  Goldsboro  from 
Russia  by  the  sponsorship  of  St.  Francis  through 
the  refugee  resettlement  program,  which  this 
diocese  supports  through  the  Interfaith  Refugee 
Ministry. 

The  Hemingrays  were  commissioned  by  the 
campers  of  the  session  to  design  and  create  a 
banner  representing  the  four  environments  of 
Trinity  Center  (the  sound,  the  sea,  the  marsh,  and 
the  maritime  forest)  as  a  tribute  to  Bishop  Sanders. 
It  was  fitting  that  Juliet  Hemingray  oversee  such  a 
task  since  she  designed  and  made  the  festive  cope 
and  miter  for  Bishop  Sanders  on  which  the  Trinity 


Jonathan,  Jeanna  and  Juliet  Hemingray  from  Derby,  England  designed  the  banner  for  the  new  Sharp  Building. 


Center  logo  appears. 

The  final  project,  which  is  a  colorful  banner, 
measures  14  feet  wide  by  8  feet  high  cut  out 
designs  made  by  the  children  and  Natural  symbols 
from  the  environment,  which  they  collected,  were 
superimposed  on  the  foundational  artwork  of  the 
Hemingrays. 

The  banner  was  presented  to  Mike  Morgan, 


Executive  Director  of  Trinity  Center,  during  the 
closing  exercises  of  the  camp  session.  According 
to  Morgan,  this  artistic  tribute  to  Bishop  Sanders 
will  hang  permanently  in  the  new  Sharp  Activity 
Building  to  be  completed  by  late  September. 

—  The  Rev.  Frank  Russ  is  rector  of  St.  Francis ',  Goldsboro,  and 
was  session  leader  for  Discoverers  III  camp.  Juliet  Hemingray 
is  a  textile  artist  from  England. 
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Camp  Trinity  Makes  Memories  for  a  Lifetime 


by  Carol  Taylor 

The  summer  of  1997  at  Camp  Trinity  has 
drawn  to  a  close  with  campers  holding  a  treasure 
chest  of  memories. 

The  summer  season  began  with  the  funeral  of 
Bishop  Sidney  Sanders  held  at  Trinity  Center. 
Many  of  the  children  at  our  opening  session  knew 
Bishop  Sanders  well.  Joining  in  the  service 
shared  by  so  many  in  the  diocese,  it  seemed 
appropriate  that  the  children  of  camp  were 
present.  His  love  for  children  was  evident  during 
the  summers  as  he  wandered  among  camp  with 
the  children,  talked  with  them,  worshipped  with 
them,  taught  them,  and  most  of  all  played  in  his 
youthful  spirit  with  them. 

Bishop  Sanders  had  baptized  and  confirmed 
many  of  the  campers.  On  one  visit  to  camp,  a 
camper  asked  him,  "Are  you  the  man  I  pray  for 
each  week?"  Bishop  Sanders  answered,  "Yes, 
thank  you!"  The  child's  response  was:  "WOW!" 
He  was  present  to  them  not  only  in  prayer  but  in 
life. 

As  the  congregation  processed  from  the 
Centrum  to  the  Bishop's  Chapel,  the  children 
followed  for  the  interment  of  Bishop  Sanders' 
ashes  in  the  grounds  of  the  outdoor  chapel  built  by 
the  youth  of  the  diocese  on  Sanders  Point.  As 


campers  hung  in  their  gold  camp  shirts  from  the 
yaupon  trees,  a  special  memory  was  created  in 
their  mind. 

On  that  day,  the  staff  knew  the  summer  was 
going  to  be  special.  They  knew  that  it  was  up  to 
them  to  carry  on  Bishop  Sanders'  vision  for  Camp 
Trinity.  They  knew  the  most  fitting  tribute  they 
could  give  their  beloved  bishop  was  a  stellar 
camping  season. 

With  601  campers  and  a  staff  committed  to 
offering  their  best,  the  noisy  songs,  laughter  and 
chatter  of  the  1 997  camp  season  manifested  the 
spontaneous  joy  of  God's  presence.  Campers 
played,  sang,  swam,  and  worshipped. 

A  special  time  was  shared  on  July  4  by  the 
campers  at  the  closing  Eucharist  for  Discoverers  I 
camp.  Bishop  Clifton  Daniel  held  his  first 
Eucharist  with  the  campers  on  his  birthday. 

The  theme  for  the  session  had  been  "Fishers  of 
People."  Prior  to  the  service,  the  campers 
decorated  the  trees  leading  to  the  Bishop's  Chapel 
on  Sanders  Point  with  fish  puppets  they  had  made. 
They  also  presented  the  bishop  with  a  special  stole 
decorated  with  fish  as  a  birthday  present. 

Throughout  the  summer,  chaplains  provided 
thought  provoking,  inspirational  and  fun  Christian 


education  programs  for  each  camp  session.  The 
chaplains  were:  The  Rev.  Phillip  Craig,  Jr.;  The 
Rev.  Sean  Cavanaugh;  The  Rev.  Phil  Glick;  Mrs. 
Vicki  Peterson;  Mrs.  Cookie  Cantwell;  Ms.  Lisa 
Shaw;  The  Rev.  Jim  Taylor;  The  Revs.  Barbara 
and  Tom  Chaffee;  The  Rev.  Matt  Stockard;  The 
Rev.  David  Stout;  The  Rev.  Frank  Russ;  and  Mr. 
Jonathan  and  Mrs.  Juliet  Hemingray. 

A  terrific  staff  ministered  to  campers.  They 
were:  Penn  Perry,  Julie  Lane,  Adam  Livengood, 
Jennifer  Smith,  Danny  Alger,  Edward  Perry,  Katie 
McRae,  Mark  Powell,  Edward  Dixon,  Anne 
Randall,  Lindsay  Werner,  John  Acce,  Austin 
Motteler,  Matt  Vatighn,  Chip  Howes,  Maggie 
Agsten,  Elizabeth  Pegram,  Erin  Peterson  and 
Hunter  Jones.  The  camp  nurses  were:  Judy  Glick, 
Becky  Temple,  Ginger  Powell,  and  Jennifer  Craig. 
This  group  offered  a  top  notched  experience  for 
the  campers  through  their  love,  leadership  and 
care. 

Thanks  to  all  who  continue  to  support  the 
camping  program  in  this  diocese.  The  memories 
and  experiences  we  give  our  children  are  for  a 
lifetime.  May  we  continue  to  grow  in  this  work 
with  the  children  of  our  parishes  and  beyond. 


Pelican  House  Makes  Retreat  Center  a  Reality 


SALTER  PATH  —  Trinity  Center  will  begin 
driving  pilings  for  a  new  retreat  center  in 
September.  Nestled  on  six  acres  of  ocean-side 
property,  the  retreat  center  will  be  separated  from 
the  daily  activities  of  Trinity  Center. 

The  building  which  will  house  six  individual 
rooms  and  a  chapel  overlooking  the  ocean  fulfills  a 
dream  begun  several  years  ago  during  a  diocesan 
Needs  &  Goals  conference.  Clergy  in  particular 
expressed  the  need  for  a  place  to  retreat. 

The  building  is  being  given  by  a  couple  who 
were  approached  about  a  gift  during  the  "Covenant 
with  the  Future"  capital  funds  campaign.  It  will  be 
named  Pelican  House. 

The  pelican  was  an  important  Christian  symbol 
in  medieval  art.  According  to  legend,  baby 
pelicans  flapped  their  wings  frightening  their 
father  who  then  killed  them.  The  mother  pelican 
then  pierced  on  her  own  breast  and  revived  the 
children  with  her  own  blood.  The  pelican  came  to 
symbolize  God  the  Father,  who  in  anger  punished 


his  children,  and  God,  the  Son,  who  sacrificed 
himself  to  save  his  children. 

Flora  Shedd,  Oblate  of  the  Order  of  Dame 
Julian  of  Norwich,  will  be  the  director  of  Pelican 
House.  Shedd  explains  that  the  intent  is  for  guests 
to  be  free  to  do  as  they  wish  while  respecting  the 
integrity  of  the  silence  there.  Her  responsibility 
will  be  to  check  on  the  guests  and  oversee  the 
house. 

Once  the  house  is  complete  the  Daily  Offices 
and  Compline  will  be  held  daily  in  the  chapel. 

Shedd  envisions  inviting  a  guest  to  stay  for  a 
month  or  so  to  act  as  a  spiritual  leader.  She  hopes 
that  the  house  will  operate  on  a  contribution  only 
basis  with  guests  contributing  what  they  are  able. 
Guests  may  be  asked  to  change  their  own  sheets 
and  help  with  the  care  of  the  house.  T  he  house 
will  be  handicapped  accessible. 

Scheduled  for  a  May  1  completion,  the  house 
will  be  opened  to  anyone  interested  in  staying 
there  to  retreat. 


< 


Flora  Shedd  will  serve  as  director  of  the  new 
Pelican  House. 


Newton  Grove  Groundbreaking 
Set  for  El  Centro  Episcopal; 
Farmworker  Festival  Follows 

NEWTON  GROVE —  Supporters  of  farmworker  ministry  will  have  a  lot  to 
celebrate  on  the  weekend  of  Sept.  13-14,  with  the  groundbreaking  for  El  Centro 
Episcopal,  a  new  community  center,  to  take  place  on  Saturday  and  the  annual 
Farm  workers'  Festival  following  the  next  day. 

Groundbreaking  for  El  Centro —  which  will  have  both  indoor  and  outdoor 
gathering  spaces  for  farmworkers  and  their  families,  a  soccer  field,  a  nursery  and 
playground,  a  kitchen,  and  new  offices  for  the  director  and  staff  of  the  Episcopal 
Farmworker  Ministry —  will  be  held  at  11:00  a.m.,  Sept.  13. 

Bishop  Clifton  Daniel  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  and  Suffragan  Bishop 
Gary  Gloster  of  the  Diocese  of  North  Carolina  will  be  present  to  break  the  ground 
and  bless  the  beginning  of  the  building  project,  which  has  been  a  dream  of  the 
ministry  board  for  several  years. 

Importantly,  the  center,  located  on  1 5  acres  of  recently  purchased  land,  will 
provide  for  the  first  time  a  regular  indoor  location  for  religious  worship,  greatly 
enhancing  the  sacramental  ministry  now  carried  on  there  by  the  Rev.  Jesus 
Antonio  Rojas. 

On  Sept.  14  the  Annual  Farmworker  Festival  will  be  held  from  1 :00-7:00 
p.m.  on  the  grounds  of  the  present  Farmworker  Ministry,  St.  Martin's  Day  Care, 
and  the  Tri-County  Health  Clinic.  Everyone  is  welcomed  to  attend.  Those 
wishing  to  donate  time  or  money  may  contact  Keith  Merritt,  Director  of  the 
Farmworker  Ministry,  at  910/567-6917. 

New  Director  at  Episcopal 
Farmworker  Ministry 

Former  Episcopal  Farmworker  Director  Holley  Christofferson  resigned  in 
August  to  accept  a  job  with  the  Salvation  Army.  Christofferson  will  be  a  program 
officer  for  community  development  and  microcredit  lending.  She  will  provide 
technical  assistance  to  the  Salvation  Army  offices  overseas  in  the  Phillipines, 
India,  Eastern  Europe  and  Latin  America.  Christofferson  served  as  director  of  the 
Episcopal  Farmworkers  from  1994-1997.  She  has  been  replaced  by  Keith  Merritt. 

Merritt,  a  member  of  Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville,  has  spent  many  hours 
volunteering  at  the  Farmworkers  Ministry  and  worked  closely  with  Christofferson. 
He  is  retired  from  the  army.  In  the  service  Merritt  commanded  a  number  of 
significant  relief  operations.  He  is  familiar  with  a  other  cultures.  He  speaks 
French  and  Italian  and  is  learning  Spanish. 


Rompen  Tierra  Para  El  Centro 
Episcopal  En  Newton  Grove. 

Sera  una  verdadera  inolvidable  celebracion  cuando  a  las  11 :00  AM 
del  1 3  de  Septiembre  rompan  el  terreno  para  la  construccion  del  edificio 
nuevo  de  la  comunidad. 

El  Obispo  Clifton  Daniel  de  la  Diocesis  de  Carolina  del  Este  y  el 
Obispo  Suffragan  Gary  Gloster  de  la  Diocesis  de  Carolina  del  Norte 
estaran  presente  para  bendecir  este  projecto. 

El  Centro  Episcopal  es  un  sueno  que  la  Junta  de  este  Ministerio  ha 
tenido  por  varios  anos.  El  cual  por  fin  sera  realizado. 

Este  Centro  servira  los  trabajadores  de  finca  y  sus  familias  en  varias 
formas.  Adentro  tendran  un  cuarto  para  la  cuida  de  ninos,  cocina  y  sala 
de  reunion.  Afuera  tendran  parque  de  recreo  con  sufficiente  terreno  para 
el  juego  de  futbol. 

Mas  importante  este  edificio  va  a  facilitar  un  local  donde  el 
Reverendo  Jesus  Antonio  "Tony"  Rojas  celebrara  sus  misas. 

El  festival  de  Trabajadores  de  finca  sera  el  siquiente  dia  14  de 
Septiembre  de  1:00-7:00  PM  en  su  presente  lugar.  Todos  estan  invitados. 
Si  desean  hacer  un  donativo  de  tiempo  o  dinero  ponganse  en  contacto  con 
Keith  Merritt,  Director  919/567-6917. 

Nuevo  Director  Para  El  Centro 

Holley  Christofferson  renuncio  su  posicion  de  Directora  de  los 
Trabajadoresde  Finca  en  Agosto  para  aceptar  una  posicion  con  el 
Salvation  Army.  Su  nueva  posicion  sera  Oficial  de  Programas  para  el 
desarollo  de  comunidades  y  pequeno  prestamos.  Va  a  proveir  asistencia 
tecnica  a  las  oficinas  del  Salvation  Army  en  los  paises  del  Filipino,  India, 
en  el  este  de  Europa  y  paises  de  America  Latina.  Ella  servio  como 
Directora  desde  1994-1997. 

Keith  Merritt  sera  el  nuevo  Director.  Merritt  es  miembro  de  la  iglesia 
Episcopal  Holy  Trinity  de  Fayetteville,  y  ha  pasado  muchas  horas 
ayudando  en  este  Ministerio.  Es  retirado  de  las  fuerzas  armadas,  y 
durante  su  servicio  el  comando  varias  operaciones  de  ayuda.  Conoce 
bien  otras  culturas.  Habla  fiances,  italiano  y  esta  aprendiendo  el  espanol. 
Tenemos  que  hacerlo  bien  venido  en  este  nuevo  ambiente. 
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St.  Peter's  By  the  Sea  Family  Supports  Hoffman's  Through  Ordination 


by  Beth  Snell 

SWANSBORO  —  Friends  and  family  gathered 
on  June  18  at  St.  Peter's  by  the  Sea  in 
Swansboro  for  a  very  special  occasion,  the 
ordination  of  their  very  own  Fred  Hoffman  as  a 
transitional  deacon.  Hoffman  returned  to  St. 
Peter's,  his  "birthplace"  as  an  Episcopalian,  to 
be  with  the  "family"  that  had  nurtured  and  cared 
for  him  and  his  family  as  he  grew  in  his 
relationship  with  Christ  and  answered  the  divine 
call  of  ministry. 

The  journey  began  in  1988  when  a  job 
change  moved  Hoffman,  his  wife  Dotsi  and  their 
three-year-old  daughter  Christina  to  Swansboro. 
The  move  brought  the  young  family  to  St. 
Peter's  by  the  Sea  where  Hoffman  joined  the 
Episcopal  Church.  While  in  Swansboro,  the 
family  grew  to  include  son  Joseph  and  Hoffman 
found  himself  increasingly  involved  in  the  life  of 
the  church. 

Hoffman's  work  included  positions  in  sales 
and  marketing  with  local  radio  and  sales  at  a 
nearby  car  dealership.  As  Hoffman  searched  to 
hear  God's  calling  for  his  life  and  his  true 
vocation,  he  began  hearing  a  call  to  a  life  of 
ministry.  He  says  that  many  of  his  friends  and 
family  affirmed  the  calling  but  he  struggled  to  be 
sure  he  was  "hearing"  God's  will.  He  knew  that 
he  felt  "at  home"  in  the  Episcopal  church.  He 
also  felt  a  passion  to  share  Christ's  love  with 
others  who  were  seeking  to  belong  to  the  family 
of  God. 

In  1 992  he  began  in  earnest  to  explore  his 
calling  to  the  preisthood.  He  presented  before 
the  Commission  on  Ministry  in  the  spring  of 
1992.  Since  he  was  a  new  Episcopalian,  the 
commission  asked  him  to  wait  a  year  before 
pursuing  seminary.  They  asked  that  he  explore 
his  calling  with  prayerful  study  and  an  internship 
at  St.  Anne's  in  Jacksonville.  During  the  same 
time,  he  worked  part-time  at  Trinity  Camp  and 
Conference  Center.  Hoffman  says  that  the 
experiences  of  St.  Anne's  and  Trinity  Center 
affirmed  his  calling  in  ways  that  he  could  not 
imagine. 

With  the  discernment  process  complete, 
Hoffman  began  in  earnest  to  explore  seminaries. 
He  met  with  Bishop  Sidney  Sanders.  In 
September  1994  Hoffman  began  his  studies  at 
Virginia  Theological  Seminary. 

Three  good  years  of  labor  and  love  brought 
Hoffman  back  to  his  home  church  for  an 
intimate  gathering  of  family  and  friends  who 
shared  in  the  glory  of  his  ordination.  Joining  in 
the  service  were:  The  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel, 
3rd  as  celebrant;  the  Rev.  Johnson  Hagood  II  as 
preacher;  the  Rev.  James  C.  Cooke,  Jr.  as 


presenter  and  litanist;  other  presenters,  the  Rev. 
Ronald  G.  Abrams,  Betty  L.  Hagood,  Evelyn  L. 
Fetzer,  Stanton  E.  Fetzer,  and  Woodrow  J. 
Warren;  minister  of  ceremonies,  the  Rev.  Jeffrey 
Douglas;  readers,  Elizabeth  N.  Crowell  and 
Esther  A.  Bristow;  Gospel  reader,  Deacon  Kay 
Swindell;  organist/choirmaster  Russell  B. 
Schmid;  trumpeter  Darius  Crawford;  acolytes 
Amanda  Yeck,  Mike  Shaughness,  Lora  Beth 
Fredenburg,  Cassie  Estes;  and  ushers  Eddie 
Sowell  and  Ulle  C.  Linton. 

Hoffman's  wife,  Dotsi,  and  children, 
Christina  and  Joseph,  presented  the  elements 
and  Hoffman  for  the  first  time  set  the  Lord's 
table. 

Hoffman  wore  a  cocobola  cross  carved  by 
Jim  Snell,  a  member  of  St.  Anne's  and  employee 
of  Trinity  Center.  Hoffman's  grandmother, 
Elizabeth  Hutaff,  and  sister,  Susan  Haskins, 
presented  him  a  red  ordination  stole.  The  family 
of  St.  Peter's  by  the  Sea  presented  him  a  white 
wedding  stole  which  he  soon  had  the  occasion  to 
wear  when  he  assisted  at  the  celebration  of 
marriage  for  his  niece  in  Raleigh. 

In  turn,  Dotsi  presented  St.  Peter's  a 
beautiful  framed  copy  of  the  Lord's  Prayer 
lovingly  cross  stitched  during  the  course  of 
Hoffman's  seminary  years.  When  presenting  the 
gift  Dotsi  said  that  stitching  and  reading  the 
timeless  prayer  reminded  her  daily  that  it  is 
God's  will  to  be  done  and  that  when  doing  His 
will,  we  can  rest  assured  that  He  will  provide  the 
strength  that  we  need  to  get  through. 

Hoffman  is  currently  serving  as  Assistant 
Rector  to  the  Rev.  Doctor  Sara  Chandler  at  St. 
Margaret's,  Woodbridge,  VA.  He  is  leading  the 
Alpha  Course,  a  program  for  the  "unchurched." 
The  program  is  designed  to  evangelize  and  bring 


Bishop  Daniel 
lays  his  hands 
on  Fred  Hoffman 
during  the 
ordination  service. 


into  the  church  family  those  who  have  fallen 
away  and  are  searching  to  belong.  He  is  the 
clergy  representative  for  all  the  youth  programs. 
He  is  also  assisting  in  designing  a  contemporary 
service  for  St.  Margaret's  to  begin  in  September. 

After  serving  for  a  year  as  a  deacon, 
Hoffman  will  be  eligible  for  ordination  to  the 
priesthood. 

—  Beth  Snell  is  a  member  of  St.  Anne  s,  Jacksonville. 


Retirement  Facility 
Committee 
Solicits  Input 

As  the  September  edition  of  Cross 
Current  was  being  finalized,  the 
Retirement  Facility  Feasibility  Committee 
was  gathering  for  its  second  meeting. 

According  to  Chairperson  Rear 
Admiral  Fred  Baughman,  the  initial  meet- 
ing in  June  was  primarily  an  organizational 
meeting  at  which  the  committee  was  divid- 
ed into  subcommittees.  During  the  August 
meeting  the  various  subcommittee  were  to 
report  preliminary  findings  and  Baughman 
planned  to  report  on  the  various  organiza- 
tions that  could  offer  professional  help. 

Within  days  of  the  August  27  meeting, 
the  committee  plans  to  mail  each  church  in 
the  diocese  a  questionnaire  to  be  circulated 
among  parishioners.  Baughman  strongly 
encourages  church  members  to  complete 
the  questionnaires  and  to  offer  their 
opinions  on  retirement  housing. 

"The  accuracy  of  our  [the  committee's] 
finding  will  only  be  as  good  as  the 
feedback  given,"  stated  Baughman. 
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Episcopal  Migration  Ministries  Conference  Addresses  Advocacy 


by  Judy  Castranova 

Advocacy  —  using  our  power  as  citizens  to 
shape  government  policy  —  is  not  only  a  vital  part  of 
our  democratic  system,  it  is  a  vital  part  of  our 
Christian  calling. 

The  Bible  contains  many  directives,  both  in  the 
Old  and  New  Testaments,  concerning  advocacy. 
Lemuel,  a  wise  king,  wrote,  "Speak  up  for  people 
who  cannot  speak  for  themselves.  Protect  the  rights 
of  all  who  are  helpless."  (Proverbs  31:8) 

Several  thousand  years  later,  Jesus  said  to  his 
disciples,  "  ....  whatever  you  do  for  one  of  the  least  of 
these  brothers  of  mine,  you  do  for  me,"  (Matthew 
25:40). 

And  later,  the  Apostle  Paul  added  his  comments, 
"Remember  those  in  prison  as  if  you  were  their 
fellow  prisoners,  and  those  who  are  mistreated  as  if 
you  yourselves  were  suffering,"  (Hebrews  13:3). 

One  of  the  objectives  of  the  Interfaith  Refugee 
Ministries,  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina's  branch  of 
the  Episcopal  Migration  Ministries,  which  relocates 
refugees  is  to  be  an  advocate  for  refugees  seeking 
entry  into  the  United  States.  With  this  in  mind,  as  the 
Diocesan  Refugee  Coordinator,  I  attended  a 
conference  on  advocating  for  the  rights  of  the 
disadvantaged. 

The  joint  conference,  In  Partnership:  Serving 
Refugees  and  Immigrants,  held  in  Arlington,  VA, 
June  4-7  was  sponsored  by  the  Church  World  Service, 
Episcopal  Migration  Ministries,  and  Lutheran 
Immigration  and  Refugee  Services.  Two  hundred 
fifty  men  and  women  from  more  than  60  affiliates  of 
the  joint  agencies  gathered  in  Arlington  to  learn  the 
how-to 's  of  effective  advocacy  and  to  meet  with  their 
congressperson  on  Advocacy  Day,  June  5. 

The  conference  opened  with  a  special  training 
session  for  novice  lobbyists.  Some  of  the  "tips" 
given  by  the  seasoned  workers  included:  be  on  time; 
don't  be  intimidated  by  someone's  position;  don't  be 
argumentative;  don't  bluff,  if  you  don't  know 
something,  admit  it;  and  be  sure  to  say  thanks  for 
work  done. 

During  the  conference,  four  major  issues  of 
concern  to  refugee  resettlement  agencies  were 
addressed . 

Refugee  Funding  and  Admissions 
Problem:  Refugee  assistance  overseas  has  remained 
frozen  over  the  past  few  years.  Total  refugee 
populations  continue  to  be  at  an  all  time  high, 
reaching  27  million  persons  categorized  as  refugees 
and  others  of  concern  to  the  United  Nations  High 
Commission  on  Refugees  (UNHCR). 

The  refugee  admissions  ceiling,  decided  each 
year  in  a  consultative  process  between  the  President 
and  Congress,  has  been  set  at  78,000  persons  for 
fiscal  year  1997.  This  represents  a  reduction  of 
32,000  persons  since  1995.  Refugee  admissions  have 
historically  been  an  integral  component  of  both 
refugee  protection  and  American  foreign  policy.  The 
United  States  needs  to  reassert  and  strengthen  its 
commitment  to  refugees  who  need  our  protection. 
Action  Needed:  Restore  the  $21  million  to  overseas 


refugee  assistance  in  the  foreign  operations 
authorization  bill,  and  reverse  the  dramatic  cuts  in 
annual  refugee  admissions  ceilings.  Raise 
admissions  ceilings  back  to  100,000. 

Benefits  and  Legal  Immigrants 
Problem:  Last  year,  when  Congress  passed  the 
Welfare  Bill,  and  the  President  signed  it,  the  goal  was 
to  "end  welfare  as  we  know  it."  This  legislation 
shreds  the  federal  safety  net  for  taxpaying  legal 
immigrants  by  banning  them  from  receiving  federal 
benefits  for  many  years.  In  most  cases,  it  renders 
them  ineligible  to  receive  food  stamps,  disability 
assistance,  public  housing  and  non-emergency  health 
care.  Refugees  and  asylees  are  exempt  from  this  ban 
for  their  first  five  years  in  the  country.  Elderly  and 
disabled  legal  immigrants  who  currently  receive 
supplemental  security  income  (SSI),  will  have  this 
crucial  means  of  support  ended. 
Action  Needed:  Reinstate  benefits  to  legal 
immigrants  who  are  elderly,  infirm  or  who  become 
disabled  after  entry  into  the  United  States. 

Naturalization 

Problem:  The  citizenship  process  has  become  the 
newest  wedge  issue  in  the  immigration  debate.  In  a 
partisan  approach,  some  members  of  Congress  have 
pursued  investigations  into  allegations  of  abuse  by 
the  White  House  which  purportedly  pressured  the 
Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service  (INS)  to 
speed  up  naturalization  to  increase  the  number  of 
voters  before  the  November  1996  elections.  In 
producing  these  one  million  new  citizens  in  time  for 
elections,  the  INS  allegedly  naturalized  thousands  of 
immigrants  who  received  criminal  background 
checks,  but  whose  eligibility  for  citizenship  is  now 
questioned  because  of  felony  arrests  on  their  records. 

Because  of  well-publicized  protests  over  the 
naturalization  process,  background  checks  on  all 
prospective  citizens  have  been  tightened.  This  has 
slowed  down  the  process  dramatically.  In  North 
Carolina,  the  current  waiting  time  between  filing  for 
citizenship  and  being  naturalized  is  almost  three 
years. 

Action  Needed:  Congress  should  take  an  active  role 
in  encouraging  and  supporting  INS  to  streamline 
operations.  The  naturalization  process  should  be 
completed  in  less  than  a  year.  At  the  very  least, 
legislation  should  be  introduced  which  would  provide 
needed  benefits  to  the  vulnerable  immigrant/refugee 
population  during  the  wait. 

Asylum  and  Summary  Exclusion 
Problem:  Asylum  seekers  are  in  many  respects  like 
refugees,  except  that  they  have  made  their  own  way 
to  the  United  States  to  seek  protection.  Sometimes 
asylum  seekers  are  already  in  the  U.S.  when  a  hostile 
takeover  of  their  home  government  takes  place  and 
they  are  unable  to  return.  The  U.S.  grants  asylum  to 
approximately  30,000  individuals  each  year.  The 
standards  for  approval  are  difficult  to  meet  and  less 
than  25  per  cent  of  those  who  request  protection  are 


From  left:  J.  Russell  Efird,  Special  Assistant 
to  Congressman  Walter  B.  Jones;  Judy  Castranova, 
Diocesan  Refugee  Coordinator,  Interfaith  Refugee 
Ministiy;  Svetlana  Brajdic,  Affidavit  of  Relationship 
Specialist,  Episcopal  Migration  Ministries,  New  York. 

granted  asylum. 

Many  asylum  seekers  are  forced  to  flee 
persecution  without  valid  travel  documents  either 
because  they  do  not  have  time  to  acquire  them  or 
because  applying  for  them  would  threaten  their  lives. 
They  arrive  in  the  U.S.  fatigued  and  traumatized  with 
little  English  ability  or  understanding  of  U.S.  law, 
and  fearful  of  the  consequences  that  may  befall  their 
loved  ones  left  behind. 

Last  year's  immigration  law  produced  major 
changes  in  the  way  an  asylee  is  treated.  A  one-year 
filing  deadline  was  placed  on  all  asylum  cases. 
Another  major  change  was  the  introduction  of  a 
"summary  exclusion"  system  for  asylum  seekers  who 
arrive  in  the  U.S.  at  an  airport  or  other  port  of  entry 
with  false  or  no  documents.  Those  persons  who 
arrive  and  claim  to  be  fleeing  religious  or  political 
persecution  will  now  be  given  an  on-the-spot 
interview  where  they  must  establish  their  fear  of 
persecution  without  the  benefit  of  assistance  from 
attorneys,  translators  or  family  members.  If  the 
interviewing  immigration  officer  does  not  believe 
their  story,  the  asylum  seeker  will  be  instantly 
deported.  The  only  check  on  those  decisions  is  an 
administrative  review  by  an  immigration  judge, 
which  must  be  completed  within  seven  days. 
Action  Needed:  Last  year's  immigration  law  should 
be  amended  so  that  immigration  officers  cannot 
deport  persons  back  to  their  persecutors  just  because 
they  lack  valid  travel  documents. 

Advocating  for  the  poor  and  the  disadvantaged 
must  be  a  continual  mission  for  the  concerned 
Christian.  Many  times  people  who  are  persecuted 
and  without  means  cannot  speak  up  for  themselves. 
It  is  up  to  those  of  us  who  can  to  intervene  for  those 
less  fortunate.  We  would  hope  to  have  it  done  for 
ourselves  if  the  roles  were  reversed.  And,  if  we 
really  believe  what  Matthew  25:40  says,  we  will  not 
want  to  miss  the  multiple  opportunities  which  enable 
us  as  we  tend  to  the  poor,  the  needy,  and  the 
downtrodden  to  minister  to  Jesus,  Himself. 
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History  Buffs  Invited  to  Church  Historians'  Meetings 

by  H.M.  Bel! 


The  first  annual  meeting  of  church  historians  and 
others  interested  in  church  history  will  be  held  under 
sponsorship  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  at  Christ 
Church,  New  Bern,  on  Saturday,  November  8. 

Dr.  Robert  J.  Cain,  head  of  the  Colonial  Records 
Office  of  the  Division  of  Archives  and  History, 
Department  of  Cultural  Resources,  will  be  the  guest 
speaker.  He  will  discuss  the  Church  of  England  in 
the  Colony  of  North  Carolina  .  The  meeting  will  also 
include  a  welcome  to  Christ  Church  by  the  Rev. 
Walton  Pettit,  Interim  Rector;  a  tour  and  history  of 
Christ  Church;  a  report  on  diocesan  archival 
activities;  lunch;  and  a  tour  of  Tryon  Palace  with 
special  references  to  Governor  William  Tryon's 
strong  interest  in  promoting  the  Anglican  Church. 

Cain  worked  as  a  researcher  in  the  Division  of 
Archives  and  History  for  several  years  in  England, 
and  is  completing  work  now  on  two  volumes  in  the 
Colonial  Records  of  North  Carolina  series  that  will 
include  much  information  on  the  Church  of  England 
in  North  Carolina  and  the  Society  for  the  Propagation 
of  the  Gospel.  He  will  share  his  latest  research  on 
these  subjects. 

A  magna  cum  laude  graduate  of  Wake  Forest 
University,  Dr.  Cain  earned  two  graduate  degrees  in 
history  at  Duke  University.  He  has  taught  at  Wake 
Forest,  Duke  and  Arcadia  Universities. 

He  is  editor  of  four  previous  volumes  (1981, 
1984,  1988  and  1994)  of  the  Colonial  Records  series 
and  has  published  articles  about  the  State  of  North 
Carolina's  British  Records  Program.  A  native  of 
Sampson  County,  Cain  is  an  active  Presbyterian 

Images  of  Jesus  Make  A 

by  Augustine  Joseph 

SALTER  PATH  —  Images  are  powerful  creations 
of  the  mind,  but  religious  images,  particularly  the 
image  we  hold  of  Jesus,  define  how  we  live  and  act 
out  our  religious  faith.  Thus  it's  important  to 
critically  examine  our  thoughts,  ideas  and  personal 
image  of  Jesus,  and  make  them  consistent  with  the 
revelation  of  Holy  Scripture. 

This  was  the  conviction  of  Canon  Lorenthro 
Wooden,  retired  priest  of  the  Diocese  of  Ohio, 
when  he  addressed  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Consultative  Commission  (ECC)  during  their 
annual  retreat  at  Trinity  Center,  June  18-19. 

Choosing  as  his  topic,  "The  Human  Face  of 
Jesus,"  he  developed  this  theme  by  drawing  from 
two  reflective  works  on  the  life  and  ministry  of 
Jesus.  Marcus  Borg's  Meeting  Jesus  Again  for 
the  First  Time,  was  complemented  by  E.P. 
Sanders'  The  Historical  Figure  of  Jesus. 

Canon  Wooden  suggested  that  the  images  of 
Jesus  portrayed  in  Holy  Scripture  differ  sometimes 
significantly  from  those  we  cherish  of  him.  He 
contended  that  Jesus  was  not  one  who  conformed 
slavishly  and  blindly  to  the  traditional  patterns  of 
the  day.  He  avoided  the  path  of  conventional  ease 
in  the  interest  of  human  need  and  the  will  of  God. 
Such  commitment  led  inevitably  to  his  death.  In 
some  ways,  he  was  looked  upon  as  a  radical. 

At  the  same  time,  we  cannot  escape  the  fact 
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layman.  He  and  his  wife  Barbara,  an  archivist,  live  in 
Raleigh. 

Registration  for  the  meeting  will  begin  at  9:30 
a.m.  The  meeting  is  not  limited  to  writers  of  church 
histories  or  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
Anyone  interested  in  the  Anglican  Church  in  the 
Colony  of  North  Carolina  is  invited  to  attend.  The 
cost  of  the  program,  which  includes  lunch  and  tour  of 
Tryon  Palace,  is  $17.50. 

For  further  information  on  the  program  and  a 
registration  form,  contact  Cynthia  Pollock  in  the 
diocesan  office,  919/522-0885. 

The  Diocese  of  North  Carolina  will  hold  their 
annual  meeting  on  Saturday,  Sept.  27,  at  St. 
Timothy's  church  in  Wilson. 

The  theme  for  this  year's  gathering  is  "The 
Episcopal  Church  in  North  Carolina  during  the  War 
Between  the  States."  The  Rev.  Canon  Ted  Malone, 
Historiographer  of  the  Diocese  of  North  Carolina, 
will  be  the  guest  speaker. 

Members  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  are 
welcome  to  attend.  The  discussion  will  cover  the 
entire  state. 

Registration,  for  which  the  cost  is  $15.00,  will 
begin  at  9:00  am.  Lunch  will  be  served  following  the 
morning  program,  with  tours  of  the  host  church  and 
other  historic  sites  after  lunch. 

To  register,  contact  Penelope  Olson  in  the 
Diocese  of  North  Carolina's  office,  800/448-8775  or 
919/787-6313,  or  the  St.  Timothy's  Parish  Office, 
919/291-8220. 


Difference 

that  the  Jesus  of  the  Gospels  is  a  Spirit  person  — 
charismatic  and  engaging —  who  held  people  in  a 
memorable  way  that  "They  couldn't  let  him  go." 

But  the  human  face  of  Jesus  was  only  part  of 
the  story.  The  whole  story  lies  in  the  fact  that  he 
made  us  see  God  Incarnate.  Our  creeds  and 
hymns  bear  witness  that  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God. 

Viewing  the  life  of  Jesus  from  different 
perspectives,  the  learned  cleric  reflected  on  Jesus 
as  a  wisdom  teacher,  healer,  social  prophet,  and  a 
movement  initiator,  who  through  his  parables  and 
metaphors,  engaged  people  in  the  process  of 
critical  thinking. 

Participants  were  invited  to  share  their  earliest 
image-forming  experiences  of  Jesus  with  one 
another.  Like  Jesus  himself  did,  the  Canon  urged 
members  not  to  rest  comfortable  with  traditional 
ways  that  offend  God,  but  like  the  Great  Galilean 
Jew,  we  must  minister  in  the  interest  of  everyone 
without  partiality  or  fear. 

Leaving  Sheila  Walker,  Chair  of  the  ECC, 
with  a  challenge,  Canon  Wooden  encouraged  the 
ECC  to  make  it  a  project  to  have  the  two  resource 
books  read  and  discussed  by  the  whole  diocese. 
The  exercise  would  be  beneficial  to  all. 

—  The  Rev.  Augustine  Joseph  is  a  member  of  the  ECC  and  is 
Rector  of  St.  Joseph 's,  Fayetteville. 
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Conference  Set 
for  Adults 

Working  With  Youth 

Do  you  ever  think  that  there  is  so  much  going 
on  that  you  can't  even  hear  what  you're  thinking, 
much  less  hear  what  your  youth  group  is  saying 
to  you  .  .  what  God  may  be  saying  in  the  midst  of 
it  all?  As  adults  who  work  with  youth,  it  is  our 
job  to  love  those  teenagers. . .  and  to  love  God. 
One  of  the  best  ways  to  show  someone  you  love 
them  is  to  listen  to  them. 

"Just  Listen.  .  .  He  Who  Has  Ears  Let  Him 
Hear"  is  the  theme  for  Adults  Who  Work  With 
Youth  (AWWWY)  conference  September  19-21 
at  Trinity  Center. 

The  conference  will  focus  on  how  to  listen 
to  God,  to  teenagers,  and  to  others  around  us. 
Attendees  will  discuss  how  to  hear  the  Gospel;  to 
proclaim  it  so  that  others  may  hear  it;  and  to 
schedule  quiet  time  for  listening. 

Rick  Giersch,  a  veteran  youth  minister  and 
musician,  will  be  with  us  to  share  his  upbeat 
music  and  antics.  A  professional  trained  to  listen 
to  teens  as  well  as  some  veteran  youth  workers  of 
the  diocese,  will  share  ideas  with  those  who  are 
new  to  youth  ministry. 

The  conference  cost  is  $1 15.00.  Space  is 
limited  to  60.  Please  contact  Carol  Taylor,  Youth 
Ministries  Coordinator,  at  919/522-0885  for  a 
registration  form. 


A  Pilgrimage  in  Prayer  and  Song 


bv  Tom  Cure 


On  July  18,  twenty-three  persons  from  the 
diocese,  mainly  from  the  Schola  Cantorum,  a  choral 
ensemble  composed  of  members  of  churches  of  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  took  off  from  the  Raleigh 
Durham  Airport  for  London  and  ten  days  of  singing 
in  England.  The  primary  goal  was  to  serve  as  the 
resident  choir  at  Gloucester  Cathedral  for  the  week  of 
the  22nd,  but  there  were  other  aims  as  well.  The  most 
unexpected  was  the  transformation  of  the  tour  into  a 
pilgrimage  to  the  Anglican  roots  of  our  faith. 

The  tone  was  set  immediately  for  us  when,  on 
Friday,  July  19,  slightly  bleary  eyed  and  weary  from 
the  overnight  flight  and  time  change,  we  assembled 
for  Evensong  at  St.  Paul's  Cathedral.  The  full  choir 
of  men  and  boys  sang  for  the  last  time  before  the 
summer  holidays. 

The  beauty  and  clarity  of  their  voices  filling  that 
spectacular  space  with  sounds  of  traditional  Anglican 
choral  Evening  Prayer  were  riveting.  The  offering  of 
Parry's  "I  was  glad"  as  the  anthem  was  electrifying. 
One  of  the  most  stirring  and  exultant  choral  pieces  of 
this  century,  it  was  written  for  the  coronation  service. 
To  hear  it  soar  and  resound  within  that  space 
transformed  a  visit  to  hear  a  fine  choir  offer  the  daily 
round  of  prayer  into  a  call  to  join  in  the  unceasing 
offering  of  our  best  to  the  praises  of  the  Trinity.  We 
emerged  in  awed  silence,  several  with  tears  on  their 
cheeks,  beginning  to  appreciate  the  special 
opportunity  we  had  been  given  by  coming  on  this 
tour. 

Leaving  London  early  Saturday  morning,  we 
spent  a  brief  time  in  the  ancient  city  of  Bath.  The 
juxtaposition  of  the  Roman  baths,  dedicated  to 
Minerva,  with  the  Abbey  church  dedicated  to  St. 
Peter,  now  a  vital  and  functioning  parish  church, 
underscored  the  centuries-old  witness  of  Christian 
prayer  in  sometimes  hostile  or  indifferent  places. 

Sunday  was  spent  at  Tewkesbury  Abbey,  the 


parish  church  for  the  town  of  the  same  name.  Again, 
we  connected  with  centuries  of  history.  This  time  we 
relived  English  history  from  the  Norman  conquest 
through  the  Wars  of  the  Roses.  The  role  the  Abbey 
had  played  then  and  plays  now  in  the  life  of  the 
community,  along  with  the  beauty  of  the  restored 
building,  gave  us  an  edge  of  excitement  when  we 
served  as  the  choir  for  Evensong  that  day. 

Gloucester,  our  final  destination,  had  the  most 
profound  and  lasting  effect  upon  us.  Arriving  around 
ten  in  the  morning  on  Monday,  we  were  all  slightly 
apprehensive  about  the  coming  week.  We  were 
going  to  be  "on"  for  the  whole  week.  We  could  not 
simply  walk  away  from  mistakes  or  blunders.  We 
would  have  to  face  some  of  the  same  people  the  next 
day,  not  the  least  of  them  being  the  Dean  and 
residential  Canons. 

The  almost  palpable  sense  of  the  presence  of  God 
and  of  the  countless  prayers  offered  within  the  walls 
of  Gloucester  Cathedral  awed  us. 

Gloucester  did  not  become  a  diocese  until  the 
Reformation.  Before  that,  it  had  been  part  of  the 
Diocese  of  Worcester.  When  the  new  See  was 
established,  the  old  Abbey  of  St.  Peter  was 
reconstituted  as  the  cathedral  with  the  new  dedication 
of  St.  Peter  and  the  Most  Holy  and  Undivided 
Trinity.  A  massive  structure  consisting  of  a  Norman 
nave  and  an  English  perpendicular  gothic  choir  and 
sanctuary,  the  very  architecture  of  the  cathedral 
attests  to  the  centuries  of  its  existence.  It  was  the 
very  presence  of  God  in  that  place  which  made  our 
offerings  possible. 

As  I  said  to  the  group  before  our  first  Evensong 
performance,  we  were  about  to  offer  in  song  that 
which  had  been  offered  by  countless  others.  It  was 
an  existing  river  of  prayer  and  praise  into  whose 
current  we  were  about  to  enter  for  a  time,  but  whose 
existence  would  be  our  support.  Only  later  in  the 


Lift  Your  Voice  and  Sing  at  the 
Albemarle  Deanery  Music  Festival 


"African  Americans  firmly  believe  that  the  Lord  is  pleased  when  His  children  come  before  His 
presence  with  a  song.  For  the  greatest  enjoyment  of  the  songs  in  this  hymnal,  singers  should 
follow  the  proclamation  of  the  prophet:  'lift  up  thy  voice  like  a  trumpet.  "' 

—  Dr.  Horace  Boyer,  introduction  to  Lift  Every  Voice  and  Sing  II 


NAGS  HEAD  —  Join  the  Albemarle  Deanery  in 
welcoming  Dr.  Horace  Boyer,  the  editor  of  the  new 
Episcopal  African-American  Hymnal  Lift  Every 
Voice  and  Sing  II  and  leader  of  the  Deanery  Music 
Festival,  October  3-5.  From  Amhurst,  MA,  Dr. 
Boyer  is  nationally  known  for  his  teaching  skills  as 
a  musician.  From  traditional  hymns  to  spirituals  to 
canticles,  you  will  not  want  to  miss  this 
opportunity  for  fun,  fellowship  and  singing  with 
members  of  the  Albemarle  Deanery. 

The  festival,  which  is  hosted  by  the  Episcopal 
Churches  of  the  Outer  Bank,  will  feature  the  music 
from  Lift  Every  Voice  and  Sing  II  which  embraces 
the  gospel  music  of  African,  Carribean,  Native 
American,  Hispanic  and  African-American 


cultures.  The  Festival  will  begin  Friday,  October  3 
at  St.  Andrew's-by-the-Sea  in  Nags  Head.  There 
will  be  an  evening  session  from  7-9  p.m.  It  will 
continue  on  Saturday,  October  4  with  morning  and 
afternoon  sessions.  There  will  be  a  break  from  1 1 
a.m. -2  p.m.  for  attendees  to  enjoy  lunch  in  the 
area.  The  crowning  event  will  be  the  gathering  on 
Sunday,  October  5  at  10  am  of  all  the  churches  of 
the  Albemarle  Deanery  for  one  great  service  of 
Holy  Eucharist  under  the  musical  direction  of 
Boyer.  The  service  will  be  held  at  the  Lost  Colony 
Theater  in  Manteo. 

The  cost  of  the  festival  is  $5.00  per  person  or 
$10.00  per  household.  For  questions,  please  call  St. 
Andrew's  office  at  919/441-5382. 


w  eek,  speaking  with  the  Dean  over  dinner,  did  some 
of  us  realize  just  how  mighty  a  stream  it  was. 

The  Dean  told  us  that  the  church's  morning  and 
evening  prayer  had  been  offered  continuously  since 
679  AD  when  the  first  Saxon  monastery  was 
founded  on  that  spot.  By  our  residency  that  week, 
we  were  maintaining  that  unbroken  thread  of  prayer 
and  praise.  We  were  truly  humbled  and  inspired. 

On  Sunday,  our  last  day  of  residency,  we  sang 
both  the  morning  Eucharist,  a  beautifully 
transcendent  setting  by  Hassler,  as  well  as  our  final 
Evensong. 

The  Dean,  the  Canons,  and  a  number  of  the 
regular  lay  people  who  had  attended  during  the  week 
made  a  point  of  thanking  us  for  our  presence.  But  it 
was  we  who  had  received  much  more  than  we  had 
given. 

We  had  explored  the  cathedral  church,  including 
a  tour  to  the  top  of  the  central  tower;  visited  nearby 
towns  and  cathedrals;  rehearsed  daily;  and  made  our 
daily  choral  offering  of  prayer.  The  cathedral 
vaulting,  stalls,  carvings  and  chapels  had  become 
familiar  and  cherished.  We  grew  to  feel  that  this  was 
our  cathedral.  The  cathedral  and  its  voices —  past 
and  present  —  had  drawn  us  in. 

Singing  praises  to  God,  we  felt  we  belonged 
there.  We  realized  in  a  way  we  had  not  known 
before  what  a  cloud  of  witnesses  it  is  which 
surrounds  us  in  the  faith.  We  realized  what  a 
privilege  it  is  for  us  to  be  able  to  give  voice  to  those 
unceasing  prayers,  never  knowing  whom  our  faithful 
witness  will  touch. 


—  The  Rev.  Tom  Cure  is  Assistant  Rector  at  St.  Paul  s 
in  Greenville  and  is  chaplain  for  the  college  ministry 
at  East  Carolina  University. 


Diocese  of 

North  Carolina  Plans 
Historians'  Meeting 

Historians  of  the  parishes  and  missions  of 
the  Diocese  of  North  Carolina  will  hold  their 
annual  meeting  on  Saturday,  Sept.  27,  at  St. 
Timothy's  church  in  Wilson. 

The  theme  for  this  year's  gathering  is 
"The  Episcopal  Church  in  North  Carolina 
during  the  War  Between  the  States."  The  Rev. 
Canon  Ted  Malone,  Historiographer  of  the 
Diocese  of  North  Carolina,  will  be  the  guest 
speaker. 

Members  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 
are  welcome  to  attend.  The  discussion  will 
cover  the  entire  state. 

Registration,  for  which  the  cost  is  $15.00 
will  begin  at  9:00  a.m.  Lunch  will  be  served 
following  the  morning  program,  with  tours  of 
the  host  church  and  other  historic  sites  after 
lunch. 

To  register,  contact  Penelope  Olson  in  the 
Diocese  of  North  Carolina's  office,  800/  448- 
8775  or  919/787-6313,  or  the  St.  Timothy's 
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Small  Congregations  Can  Make  Music 
As  Never  Before 


AHOSKIE  —  Tired  of  your  congregation 
holding  back  on  the  hymns?  Feel  like  you  can't 
sing?  Are  there  folks  in  your  church  that  don't 
even  try  to  sing?  You  are  not  alone. 

Frustrated  by  hymnals  being  closed  at  the 
opening  chords  of  unfamiliar  hymns,  the 
Episcopal  Church's  Standing  Commission  on 
Church  Music  developed  The  Leadership 
Program  for  Musicians  Serving  Small 
Congrega-tions.  The  exciting  two-year  program 
designed  to  make  music  more  accessible  is  now 
being  offered  locally.  Sponsored  by  the  Diocese 
of  East  Carolina,  classes  will  be  held  on  the 
campus  of  East  Carolina  University  in 
Greenville. 

Developed  in  1995,  the  curriculum  is  a  grass 
roots  attempt  to  teach  Episcopalians  to  sing, 
make  music  and  to  enjoy  doing  so.  Betsy 
Overton,  a  member  of  the  Schola  Cantorum  and 
coordinator  for  the  program,  attended  a 
weekend-long  overview  of  the  program  held  last 
year  at  Virginia  Seminary.  According  to 
Overton,  the  program  has  the  opportunity  to  do 
for  music  at  the  grass  roots  level  what  the 
Oxford  Movement  did  for  liturgy. 

"It  is  an  attempt  to  change  church  music  at  - 
its  very  roots,"  says  Overton.  "The  program  will 
offer  basics  like  sight-reading  music." 

In  a  diocese  where  most  of  our  churches 
have  relatively  small  congregations,  Overton 
feels  offering  the  program  locally  is  a  wonderful 
opportunity  for  growth. 

"Music  enhances  our  worship  experience," 
says  Overton.  "Participating  in  this  program  has 


the  potential  to  help  your  congregation  grow  in 
size  and  to  grow  spiritually." 

Marilyn  Keiser,  the  leader  of  this  year's 
diocesan  conference  on  church  music,  was  one 
of  the  developers  of  the  program.  She  and  other 
nationally-know  musicians  such  as  Carol  Doran, 
Ed  Kreider,  Raymond  Glover,  Williams  Bradley 
Roberts  and  Marti  Rideout  designed  the 
curriculum  which  leads  to  a  Presiding  Bishop's 
diploma  in  church  music. 

The  program  consists  of  six  courses.  Three 
are  offered  during  the  1997-98  academic  year 
and  three  will  be  offered  in  1998-99. 
Participants  attend  three  classes  from  9:30  am  to 
12:50  pm,  one  Saturday  a  month  from 
September  to  June.  Classes  begin  September 
27.  The  1997-98  courses  offered  are:  Principles 
of  Music  Leadership  taught  by  Steve  Anderson 
and  Joe  Hickman;  Leadership  and 
Accompaniment  of  Congregational  Song  taught 
by  Sam  Burke,  Jim  Sims,  Antoinette  Anglin, 
and  Adele  Dees;  and  Essentials  of  Good  Liturgy 
taught  by  Tom  Cure  and  Joe  Cooper. 

Each  course  costs  $  1 00.  The  total  for  the 
three  1997-98  courses  is  $300.  A  worship 
service  will  conclude  each  day.  Participants  and 
staff  are  encouraged  to  eat  lunch  together  to 
continue  discussion,  share  questions  and 
exchange  ideas.  Individual  lessons  in  voice, 
guitar,  organ,  etc.  will  also  be  available  for  an 
additional  $35  charge. 

Anyone  interested  in  the  program  should 
contact  Betsy  Overton  at  919/332-8222  (home) 
or  919/332-3263  (St.  Thomas,  Ahoskie). 


Church  Periodical 
Club  Up-date 

Ruby  Strouse,  Church  Periodical 
Club  (CPC)  Director  for  the  Diocese 
of  East  Carolina,  reports  that  the 
diocese  collected  $1,525.35  on  CPC 
Sunday.  Just  over  65%  or  $1,000  was 
sent  to  the  National  Book  Fund 
Chairperson. 

On  July  14,  the  last  day  of  the 
CPC  Triennial  in  Philadelphia,  PA, 
the  CPC  used  the  pooled  funds  to 
grant  book  requests  throughout  the 
Anglican  Communion.  The  remaining 
funds  are  used  to  grant  requests 
within  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina. 

Traditionally,  the  money  is  used 
for  book  grants  for  our  East  Carolina 
seminarians. 


Brunswick  County  Proclaims  "Betty  Buck"  Day 


SHALLOTTE  —  For  most  of  us  June  2  seemed 
like  just  another  summer  day,  but  in  Brunswick 
County  June  2  was  a  little  different  this  year. 
The  County  Commissioners  of  Brunswick 
County  established  June  2  as  "Betty  Buck"  day. 

The  resolution  passed  by  the  commissioners 
during  their  May  19  meeting  recognized 
Elizabeth  "Betty"  Buck  for  her  "tireless  and 
ongoing  efforts.  .  .  as  a  child  advocate."  The 
commissioners  applauded  Mrs.  Buck's  work  as  a 
guidance  counselor;  president  of  Hope  Harbor 
Home  board  of  directors;  chair  of  the 
Community-based  Alternative  Task  Force; 
member  of  the  Family  Ministries  Commission  of 
the  Episcopal  diocese;  Guardian  ad  Litem, 
director  and  volunteer;  director  of  Christian 
education  at  St.  James  the  Fisherman  Episcopal 


Church;  advisory  board  member  for  the  Teen 
Family  Development  project;  member  of  the 
Child  Fatality  Prevention  Team;  and  board 
member  of  the  Emergency  Teen  Shelter. 

Last  year  Deacon  Buck  was  chosen  as  the 
Brunswick  County  Advocate  for  Children. 
Buck  admits  that  having  a  day  in  her  honor  and 
being  chosen  for  the  county  advocate  for 
children  are  really  high  points  for  her  and  she 
appreciates  the  recognition.  Buck  clearly  states, 
however,  that  she  isn't  the  one  making  the 
difference. 

"Betty  Buck  is  not  'making  a  difference  in 
the  world,'"  states  Buck.  "I  pray  that  everyone 
sees  that  it  is  God  working  through  you  and  me 
that  makes  a  real  difference  in  His  world." 


Shortly  after  the  "Betty  Buck"  day  was 
established,  Buck  came  across  the  following 
quote  in  the  Journal  of  Women 's  Ministry: 
"May  God  bless  you  with  the  foolishness  to 
think  that  you  can  make  a  difference  in  the 
world,  so  that  you  will  do  the  things  which 
others  tell  you  cannot  be  done." 

Responding  to  the  quote,  Buck  wrote, 
"Somehow  I  cannot  leave  it  but  keep  returning 
to  it.  Maybe  it  is  because  it  speaks  so  loudly  to 
what  I  feel  Christians  are  called  to  do. 

May  God  bless  us  all  with  the  foolishness  to 
think  we  can  make  a  difference!" 

In  Brunswick  County  Betty  Buck  has  made  a 
difference.  The  children  there  are  fortunate  that 
she  has  been  blessed  with  such  foolishness. 


East  Carolina  Supports  Regional  Stewardship  Conference 


A  regional  Partnership  Conference  on 
Stewardship  will  take  place  September  12-13, 
1997,  at  Trinity  Cathedral,  Columbia,  SC.  Terry 
Parsons,  Stewardship  Officer  for  the  Episcopal 
Church  explained  that  a  partnership  conference  is 
one  which  is  sponsored  by  one  or  more  dioceses  in 
conjunction  with  the  Office  of  Stewardship. 
Sponsors  of  this  conference  are  the  Dioceses  of 
Atlanta,  East  Carolina,  Georgia,  North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina.  Upper  South  Carolina,  Western 
North  Carolina  and  the  Office  of  Stewardship. 

The  conference  begins  on  Friday  evening  at 
7:00  p.m.  and  concludes  on  Saturday  afternoon  at 
4:00  p.m.  The  registration  cost  is  $50.  Conference 
brochures  have  been  mailed  to  each  congregation 
and  are  also  available  from  the  various  diocesan 
offices  or  the  Office  of  Stewardship. 

The  conference  includes  sessions  for  beginners 
as  well  as  stewardship  veterans.  Breakout  sessions 
will  cover  topics  which  include  planned  giving, 
preparation  for  capital  campaigns,  time  and  talent 
programs,  effective  commitment  programs,  and 
building  a  year-round  stewardship  program  in  the 
congregation. 


Commenting  on  the  conference  schedule, 
Parsons  said,  "We  are  experimenting  with  a 
slightly  different  format  here,  trying  to  make  the 
schedule  and  content  more  user  friendly.  Most  of 
our  conferences  have  begun  at  noon  and  ended  at 
noon  on  Sunday.  This  conference  begins  on 
Friday  evening  so  that  participants  will  not  have  to 
take  a  whole  day  from  work.  It  ends  on  Saturday 
in  hopes  that  more  clergy  and  lay  ministry  leaders 
will  be  able  to  attend  the  entire  event.  The  variety 
of  breakout  sessions  covers  all  the  primary  topics 
that  come  under  the  stewardship  umbrella.  The 
congregation  which  can  bring  a  team  of 
participants  will  really  benefit.  The  September 
conference  is  in  plenty  of  time  for  congregations 
completing  plans  for  their  fall  activities  and  will 
give  others  a  head  start  for  1998." 

"We  have  also  tried  to  keep  the  cost  low  and 
still  provide  quality  program  materials  and 
speakers.  We  will  be  distributing  a  rough  draft  of 
some  new  materials  about  organizing 
congregational  stewardship  programs  and  asking 
for  comments  about  it." 

In  addition  to  Terry  Parsons,  the  conference 


staff  includes  John  LesCollett,  Consultant  from  the 
Diocese  of  Northern  California,  Judy 
Peckenpaugh,  Consultant  from  the  Diocese  of 
South  Carolina,  Jamie  Dent,  Consultant  from  the 
Diocese  of  Upper  South  Carolina,  and  Rocky 
Menge,  Investment  Officer  with  Wheat  First 
Bucher  Singer  in  Columbia.  All  have  extensive 
experience  in  providing  stewardship  expertise  to 
congregations  of  varying  sizes. 

For  more  information  contact  the  diocesan 
office  in  Kinston,  919/522-0885. 


Secretaries  Share  Secrets  and  Shortcuts 


by  Linda  Walsh 

Returning  home  from  the  parish 
secretaries  overnight  at  Trinity 
Center  on  June  1 ,  my  fellow 
travelers  —  a  ten-year-parish- 
veteran,  a  departing  secretary  and 
myself,  a  new  secretary  — 
compared  notes  on  the  conference. 
We  all  agreed  that  we  had  enjoyed 
the  food  at  Trinity  Center;  the 
informal  setting;  the  opportunity  to 
get  to  know  one  another;  and  the 
chance  to  gain  a  better  understanding 
of  what  all  the  secretaries  in  the 
diocese  face  each  day. 

Ideas  were  exchanged  on  the 
many  duties  that  we  perform  every 
day.  We  even  came  up  with  more 
efficient  ways  for  handling  some 
items.  Ann  Daniel,  the  Sunday 


evening  guest  speaker,  let  us  know 
how  special  we  are  to  the  church  and 
to  the  diocese  in  which  we  work. 

The  conference,  sponsored  by 
the  diocese,  gave  me  the  opportunity 
to  understand  the  work  in  the  parish 
and  in  the  diocese.  The  ladies  were 
friendly,  made  me  feel  comfortable, 
and  were  very  informative. 

I  encourage  all  secretaries  to  plan 
to  attend  the  1998  conference.  It 
will  be  held  at  Trinity  Center,  April 
26  and  27.  Nancy  Higham  from  St. 
Paul's,  Greenville,  and  I  are  planning 
next  year's  retreat. 

—  Linda  Walsh  is  the  parish  secretary 
at  St.  Thomas  ',  Windsor. 


LITURGY  DAY 


Diocese  of  East  Carolina 


Date:  November  1,  1997 
ALL  SAINTS  DAY 
Time:  10:00  AM  -  4:00  PM 


Youth  Director  Needed 

Christ  Episcopal  Church,  Elizabeth  City,  North  Carolina  has  an 
opening  for  a  Director  for  Youth  Ministries  and  Christian  Education. 

The  parish  is  seeking  an  individual  committed  to  working  with 
children  and  youth.  This  is  a  full  time  position. 

A  degree  in  Christian  Education/equivalent  experience  is  preferred. 
Salary  range  is  $18,000  to  $22,000. 

Please  send  resume  to: 

Attention  of  Christian  Education  Committee 

Christ  Episcopal  Church 
200  South  McMorrine  Street 
Elizabeth  Citv,  NC  27909 


Keynoter:  Dr.  Marion  Hatchett 
Professor  of  Liturgy  at  the 
University  of  the  South 
Sewanee,  Tennessee 
For  Priests,  Deacons,  Lay  Readers, 

Lectors,  Chalice  Bearers, 
Lay  Eucharist  Ministers,  Acolytes, 
Altar  Guilds,  Worship  Committees 


Dr.  Antoinette  Anglin,  Registrar 
St.  Mary's  Episcopal  Church 
P.O.  Box  1318 
Kinston,  NC  28503 


Complete  the  Registration  form  below  and  return  no  later  than  October  26,  1997. 
As  soon  as  your  form  is  received,  information  re:  workshops, 
presenters  &  schedules  will  be  mailed  to  you.  Thank  you! 


St.  Mary's  Church 
Kinston,  NC 


Workshops  for  all: 
flower  arranging,  reading  effectively, 
acolyte  skills,  LEM  training,  planning  good 
liturgy,  Deacon's  role,  celebrant's  actions, 

use  of  space,  etc. 

The  day  will  end  with  a  Festival  Celebration 
of  the  Eucharist  at  3:00  PM  Tuition: 
$20.00  per  person 


Enrich  the  Liturgy 
of  your  church 


Name: . 


Address: 


Registration  for  IITORGV  DAY 

 Church: 


Phone: 


Please  list  those  attending:  Name 


Position  (Priest,  Deacon,  Acolyte,  etc. 


@  $20.00  each 


Total 


Is  payment  enclosed? 


Number  attending:  

Return  by  October  26,  1997  to:    Dr.  Antoinette  Anglin,  Registrar  •  St.  Mary's  Episcopal  Church  •  P0  Box  1318  •  Kinston,  NC  28503  •  919-523-6146 
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1997  -  1998  EPISCOPAL 
YOUTH  MINISTRY  EVENTS 

THE  EPISCOPAL  DIOCESE  OF  EAST  CAROLINA 


SEPTEMBER  19-21 
ADULTS  WHO  WORK 
WITH  YOUTH  CONFERENCE 

For  Youth  Ministry  Adults 
Trinity  Center,  Pine  Knoll  Shores 


HAPPENING  #30 
OCTOBER  17-19 

For  2nd  Semester  9-1 2  Graders 
Trinity  Center,  Pine  Knoll  Shores,  NC 


SENIOR  HIGH 
DIOCESAN  YOUTH  EVENT 
OCTOBER  31 -NOVEMBER  2 

For  Grades  9-12 
Trinity  Center,  Pine  Knoll  Shores,  NC 


NEW  BEGINNINGS  #20 
NOVEMBER  15-16 

For  2nd  Semester  7-9  Graders 
Trinity  Center,  Pine  Knoll  Shores,  NC 


WINTERLIGHT 
DECEMBER  27,  1997- 
JANUARY  1,  1998 

Youth  Conference  for  Grades  9-1 2 
Kanuga,  Hendersonville,  NC 


DIOCESAN  YOUTH  CELEBRATION 
JANUARY  23-24 

For  Grades  7-1 2    St.  Timothy's  -  Greenville 


NEW  BEGINNINGS  #21 
MARCH  7-8 


For  2nd  Semester  7-9  Graders    Trinity  Center,  Pine  Knoll  Shores,  NC 


HAPPENING  #31 
MARCH  27-29 


For  2nd  Semester  9-1 2  Graders    Trinity  Center,  Pine  Knoll  Shores,  NC 


JR.  HIGH  DIOCESAN  YOUTH  EVENT 
APRIL  24-26 

For  Grades  7-9    Trinity  Center,  Pine  Knoll  Shores,  NC 


Details  and  information  for  these 
and  other  events  will  be  sent  directly  to  churches 

for  the  fall  and  spring  semesters. 
For  more  information  or  questions,  please  contact: 

CAROL  TAYLOR, 
Youth  Ministries  Coordinator 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina 
P.O.  Box  1 336 
Kinston,  NC  28503 
(919)  522-0885,  Fax  (919)  523-5272 


OFFERING 

in  Our  Diocese  and  Beyond 


September  21 


September  26 

October  12 

October  31 
J" 

October  31 

November  1 
November  23 


December  7 
J" 

December  8 
December  14 
December  19 


December  24 
J* 


1997  Calendar 


Choral  Evensong  at  St.  Paul's;  Magnificat  and 
Nunc  dimittis  by  the  Tudor  composer,  Adrian 
Batten,  sung  by  the  church  choir  at  5  pm;  Janette 
Fishell,  choirmaster/organist.  For  more 
information  call  919/752-3482. 

Soprano  Joan  Heller  performs  works  by 
Hildegaard  von  Bingen,  Dietrich  Buxtehude, 
Heinrich  Schutz,  Hugo  Wolf;  accompanied  by 
violinist  Dr.  Douglas  Vaughan  and  organist 
Candace  Williams,  St.  James,  Wilmington, 
12:10pm. 

Organ  recital  by  Richard  Rhonda, 

choirmaster/organist  at  St.  Andrews-on-the- 
Sound,  Wilmington,  5  pm.  For  more  information 
call  910/256-3034. 

Organ  recital  by  Douglas  B.  Leightenheimer  at 

St.  James',  Wilmington  at  12:10  pm 

All  Hallow's  Eve  organ  concert  played  by  the 
phantoms  of  the  opera,  at  St.  Paul's,  Greenville, 
at  1 1 :30  pm.  This  concert  will  be  followed  by  the 
liturgy  of  All  Saints  Day,  November  1,  12:30  am. 

All  Saints'  Day  Observance  with  Mass  in  G  by 
Franz  Schubert  for  choir  and  orchestra  at  St. 
James',  Wilmington,  7:30  pm. 

Abendmusik  I:  music  for  flute  and  guitar —  a 

lullaby  to  the  last  day  of  the  church  year;  with 
Christine  Gustafson  and  Elliot  Frank  in  a  concert 
of  music  for  flute  and  guitar;  St.  Paul's, 
Greenville,  at  5  pm. 

Choral  Evensong  for  Advent,  St.  Andrew's-on- 
the-Sound,  Wilmington,  performed  by  the  church 
choir  at  5  pm. 

"Walk-in  Messiah,"  directed  by  David  N. 
Williams  with  the  Wilmington  Choral  Society, 
8  pm,  location  to  be  announced. 

Advent  Lessons  and  Carols,  sung  by  St. 
Cecilia's  and  St.  Paul's  choirs  at  St.  Paul's, 
Greenville,  5  pm. 

"Carols  of  the  Season" —  a  community  sing- 
along  with  Barry  Bauguess  and  The  Kordax  Brass 
Ensemble  at  St.  James',  Wilmington,  12:10  pm. 

Christmas  Oratorio  by  Camille  Saint-Saens, 

sung  by  soloists  and  the  choir  at  St.  Paul's, 
Greenville,  10:30  pm. 


The  Joint  Commission  on  Liturgy  and  Music  sponsors  this  ongoing 
calendar  of  musical  offerings  available  to  all  in  our  diocese  and  beyond. 
If  you  would  like  to  have  events  in  your  parish  listed,  please  send  them 
to  Mrs.  Betsy  Overton,  Rt.  1,  Box  254,  Aulander,  NC  27805.  The 
calendar  will  be  updated  with  each  edition  of  Cross  Current. 
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It  is  such  a  pleasure  to  read  Cross  Current —  but  never  more  than  this  recent 
issue.  I  appreciate  every  word  about  Bishop  Sanders.  [June  1997] 

Doris  Bartels 
Burlington,  NC 

I  just  wanted  to  thank  you  for  the  section  in  the  last  Cross  Current  [May  1 997] 
that  presented  healing  as  a  major  concern  of  the  church.  I  have  been  involved  in  the 
healing  ministry  for  about  forty  years,  and  1  frankly  have  seen  it  as  one  of  the  focal 
points  in  each  one  of  my  parishes. 

I  have  never  quite  seen  the  reason  for  its  omission  from  church  publications.  Of 
course,  Sharing  Magazine  brings  healing  stories  and  teachings;  but  the  ordinary 
publications  of  the  Church  neglect  it  as  unimportant.  [June  1997] 

The  Rev.  Al  Durrance 
Ocala,  FL 

It  concerns  me  where  the  Episcopal  Faith  is  headed.  I  was  under  the  impression 
that  Episcopal  churches  were  bridge  churches.  We  had  an  old  liturgy  that  was  an 
international  link  of  sameness  wherever  you  traveled.  Now  there  is  no  telling  what 
sort  of  situation  you  will  run  into.  There  is  everything  from  Holy  rollers  to  God 
knows  what!  Tradition,  its  history  and  the  beautiful  things  are  shot  to  hell. 

I  thought  that  the  ministry  of  God  was  being  taught  to  open  up  to  him  and  the 
spirituality  of  it  all.  We  are  after  all  human  beings  with  traits  both  worthy  and 
unworthy.  Here  are  all  of  these  educated  people  gathered  together  all  in  a  tither.  If 
anyone  should  know  the  answers  it  is  GOD.  I  suggest  dropping  the  ego  and  power 
plays  and  focus  on  God's  desires!  [August  1997] 

Carroll  Biondi 
Plymouth,  NC 

A  recent  issue  [May  1997]  included  a  story  about  the  woes  of  farmworkers  in  the 
diocese.  It  is  hard  to  understand  how  our  church's  newspaper,  both  of  which  are 
assured  of  protection  under  our  basic  law,  can  appear  to  advocate  violation  of,  or 
support  for  those  who  violate,  our  laws,  however  pitiable  the  state  of  anyone.  At  the 
least,  an  editorial  disclaimer  would  seem  appropriate.  [August  1997] 

William  MacMillan  IV 
Favetteville,  NC 


Parish 

Krm-ups- 

got  up  early  one  morning, 
and  rushed  right  into  the  day 
I  had  so  much  to  accomplish 
that  I  didn't  have  time  to  pray. 

Problems  just  tumbled  about  me 

and  heavier  came  each  task, 

"Why  doesn't  God  help  me?"  I  wondered. 

He  answered,  "You  didn't  ask." 

I  wanted  to  see  joy  and  beauty, 
but  the  day  toiled  on,  gray  and  bleak; 
I  wondered  why  God  didn't  show  me. 
He  said,  "but  you  didn't  seek." 

I  tried  to  come  into  God's  presence. 
I  tried  all  my  keys  at  the  lock. 
God  gently  amd  lovingly  chided, 
My  child,  "you  didn't  knock." 

I  woke  up  early  this  morning, 
and  paused  before  entering  the  day; 
I  had  so  much  to  accomplish 
that  I  had  to  take  time  to  pray. 

—  Author  Unknown 


Parish  Pin-ups  is  a  regular  feature  of  Cross  Current.  Scan  your  church  bulletin  boards, 
bulletins  and  newsletters  and  submit  your  pin-ups  to  the  editor. 
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September 

Executive  Council  Meeting,  St.  Mary's,  Kinston,  9:30  am 
Regional  Stewardship  Conference,  Columbia,  SC 
St.  Paul's  in  the  Pines,  Fayetteville,  Parish  Retreat, 

Trinity  Center 
Happening  Board/Staff  Meeting,  Diocesan  House, 

9:30  am  -  4  pm 
Lower  Cape  Fear  Deanery  Local  Convention 

Committee  Meeting 
Finance  Committee  of  Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry, 

Christ  Church,  New  Bern,  10  am 
Adults  Who  Work  With  Youth  Conference,  Trinity  Center 
EFM  Training 

Secretariat  for  Cursillo,  Diocesan  House,  9  am 

Trinity  Deanery  Meeting,  St.  Cyprian's,  New  Bern,  10:30  am 

Interfaith  Refugee  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  10  pm 

Stewardship  Committee,  St.  Mary's,  Kinston,  2  pm 

Camp  Committee,  St.  Augustine's,  Kinston,  10  am 

St.  Andrew's  on  the  Sound,  Wilmington,  Youth  Retreat 


October 

National  Farmworkers,  St.  Mary's,  Kinston,  10  am 

Cursillo  4th  Day  Weekend 

Treasurer's  Workshop,  St.  Mary's,  Kinston 

Albemarle  Deanery  Celebration,  The  Lost  Colony,  10  am 

Elderhostel,  Trinity  Center 

Commission  on  Ministry,  St.  Mary's  Kinston,  10  am 

Christ  Church,  Elizabeth  City,  Parish  Retreat,  Trinity  Center 

Elderhostel  Sampler 

Clergy  Conference,  Trinity  Center 

Quiet  Day,  Trinity  Center 

Prison  Superintendents  Retreat 

Happening,  Trinity  Center 

St.  Thomas,  Bath,  Vestry  Retreat,  Trinity  Center 

Missionary  Outreach  Department  Meeting,  10  am 

St.  Andrew's,  Nags  Head,  Parish  Retreat,  Trinity  Center 

New  Beginnings  Board  Meeting,  1 1  am  -  1  pm,  and 

Staff  Meeting  1  -  3  pm,  St.  Mary's,  Kinston 
Standing  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  1 1  am 
Creative  Christian  Stewardship  Grant  Committee, 

Diocesan  House,  10  am 
Senior  Diocesan  Youth  Event,  Trinity  Center 


12 

12-13 

12-14 

13 

16 

16 

19-21 

21-23 

20 

20 

23 

23 

25 

27-28 
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East  and  North  Carolina  Break  Ground  for  El  Centro  Episcopal 

Dioceses  Give  Farmworkers  a  Place  to  Call  Their  Own 


by  Patrick  O'Neill,  traducido  -  pagina  5 

NEWTON  GROVE  —  The  life  of  a  migrant 
farmworker  can  often  be  nomadic  and  uncertain, 
living  and  working  in  a  country  where  little  is 
familiar  and  cultural  barriers  are  vast. 

Attempting  to  bridge  that  gap  is  the  Episcopal 
Farmworker  Ministry  (EFM),  a  19-year-old  combined 
project  of  the  Dioceses  of  East  and  North  Carolina. 
EFM  provides  help  for  the  thousands  of  Hispanic 
farmworkers  who  pass  through  our  state  each  year. 

Despite  widespread  anti-immigration  backlash  in 
many  parts  of  the  U.S.,  North  Carolina's  Hispanic 
population  continues  to  grow.  To  meet  the  needs 
associated  with  that  growth,  EFM  broke  ground  on 
September  13  for  a  community  center  that  will  bring 
a  new  degree  of  intimacy  to  a  ministry  that  has  been 
primarily  utilitarian. 

"It  will  truly  be  a  community  center  with  an 
Episcopal  Christian  backdrop  to  it,"  said  EFM  interim 
director  Keith  Merritt.  "Essentially  there's  nothing 
like  this.  I  would  say  this  is  quite  unique." 

"There  are  many  efforts  from  many  churches  and 
other  groups  to  engage  the  Hispanic  community,  but 
there's  not  really  anything  that  they  can  call  their 
own." 

A  service  to  celebrate  the  groundbreaking 
included  a  short  pilgrimage  down  Easy  Street  from 
EFM  headquarters  to  the  open  field  where  "El  Centro 
Episcopal"  will  be  erected. 

Dressed  in  full  liturgical  garb  under  a  sweltering 
late  morning  sun,  Bishop  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd  of  East 
Carolina,  Suffragan  Bishop  Gary  Gloster  of  North 
Carolina,  Deacon  Barbara  Houston  (East  Carolina), 
Deacon  Bobbie  Armstrong  (North  Carolina)  and  Fr. 
Antonio  "Tony"  Rojas  led  the  pilgrimage  and 
groundbreaking  service  that  took  place  in  the  middle 
of  a  field  of  soft  gray  dirt. 

"Nothing  that  you  or  I  can  do  that  is  worthwhile 
can  be  done  alone,  therefore  we  must  do  it  out  of  and 
in  love  for  each  other,"  Bishop  Gloster  told  the  group 


of  about  50  people  gathered  for  the  groundbreaking 
service.  "This  project  is  a  project  that  is  born  of 
faith,  hope  and  love." 

Bishop  Daniel  said  the  new  center  will  be  a 
boost  to  EFM  employees  and  volunteers  who  have 
been  working  "under  conditions  that  are  not 
optimal." 

"This  is  a  major  commitment  from  both  dioceses 
to  this  sort  of  outreach  ministry,  to  those  in  our  midst 
who  are  maybe  strangers  to  this  culture  and  to  this 
place,"  Bishop  Daniel  said.  "I  see  it  as  just  a  basic 
part  of  being  who  we  are  as  Christians,  reaching  out 
to  those  in  our  midst  who  are  the  stranger  and  the 
unknown  person  and  who  are  often  forgotten  by  this 
society." 

Welcoming  the  stranger  in  a  foreign  land  is  "the 
task  of  the  church,"  Bishop  Gloster  said,  "to  be  host 
to  everybody  in  the  name  of  Christ." 

The  Rev.  Kathleen  Awbrey,  coordinator  of 
Christian  Social  Ministries  for  the  Diocese  of  North 
Carolina,  spent  three  years  as  chairperson  of  the 
EFM  board. 

The  biggest  change  Awbrey  has  seen  is  the 
growth  of  the  ministry  and  the  larger  number  of 
Hispanics  who  are  leaving  the  migrant  steam  to  settle 
permanently  in  the  area. 

"We  still  have  a  large  number  of  migrant 
workers,  but  we  often  have  people  who  are  staying," 
she  said.  "We  felt  that  it  was  really  important  to  have 
a  gathering  place,  a  community  center.  It's  more  for 
that  than  it  is  for  office  space  for  us,  although  we 
need  that,  too.  We're  real  excited  about  having  a 
place  where  people  can  come  and  have  meetings  and 
come  to  classes." 

The  new  center  will  be  used  for  everything  from 
nursery  space  to  drivers'  education  classes. 

EFM  immigration  specialist  Silvia  Cendejas  said 
the  numbers  of  people  needing  her  help  have  gone  up 
each  year  since  she  joined  the  EFM  staff  in  1993. 

"In  the  winter  we  would  barely  have  any  work, 
and  now  we  have  work  all  year  around,"  said 


Fr.  Tony  Rojas  and  Bishops  Gloster  and  Daniel 
break  ground  for  El  Centro  Episcopal. 

Cendejas,  a  Mexican  native.  "A  lot  more  people  are 
coming  in." 

Poverty  and  unemployment  in  Mexico  are  caus- 
ing an  increase  in  the  numbers  of  Hispanics  moving 
here  to  find  work,  she  said.  Workers  often  stay  here 
and  work  for  six  months,  earning  enough  money  to 
support  their  families  in  Mexico  for  a  year.  The  new 
center,  which  will  have  a  soccer  field,  will  also  be  a 
social  gathering  place  for  Hispanics  offering  recrea- 
tional opportunities  along  with  the  support  services, 
Cendejas  said. 

Fr.  Rojas,  who  heads  the  sacremental  ministry  for 
both  dioceses  said,  "You  can  be  sure  hundreds  and 
hundreds  and  hundreds  and  hundreds  of  farmworkers 
will  pass  through  this  new  facility  we  are  starting 
today." 

—  Patrick  O  'Neill  is  a  religion  writer  from  Raleigh  who  writes  for 
several  Roman  Catholic  publications. 
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provinces. 
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A  community  of  2.5  million 
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The  Most  Rev.  Edmond  L.  Browning 
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From  the 


* 


Bishop 


Dear  Sisters  and  Brothers  in  Christ, 

As  some  of  you  may  or  may  not  be  surprised 
to  hear,  I've  received  several  letters  following  this 
past  summer's  General  Convention.  Some  of  the 
letters  express  joy  over  the  actions  of  convention, 
others  express  concern,  and  at  least  some 
proclaim  that  things  are  going  to  hell  in  a  hand 
basket. 

Now  I  don't  mean  to  take  lightly  the  concerns 
some  have  about  various  issues  swirling  around 
the  Church,  and  there  are  several  that  seem  to 
draw  the  most  attention:  ordination,  ecumenism, 
and  the  national  church  among  others.  Certainly, 
concerns  around  these  issues  need  to  be  addressed 
and  the  variety  of  viewpoints  need  to  be  included 
around  the  table.  The  Episcopal  Church  has  room 
in  its  heart  and  around  its  table  for  such  diversity. 
Because  we  are  a  church  rooted  in  a  catholic, 
orthodox  tradition,  ours  is  a  church  strong  enough 
to  include,  tolerate  and  thrive  amid  the  expression 
of  diverse  belief  and  viewpoint. 

We  are  not  a  tradition  that  claims  to  have  a 
pat  answer  for  everything,  but  we  are  a  tradition 
that  historically  has  committed  itself  to  honestly 
and  openly  struggling  as  we  seek  to  have  the 
mind  of  Christ  formed  in  us.  This  makes  me 
proud  —  to  be  part  of  a  church  that  seeks  the 
truth,  come  whence  it  may  and  cost  what  it  will. 

What  1  have  a  hard  time  with  are  people  who, 
from  a  narrow  perspective,  say  that  the  Episcopal 
Church  must  have  a  pat  answer  for  everything.  In 
not  having  one,  they  feel  the  Church  has  cast 
itself  adrift  and  is  no  longer  part  of  the  church 
catholic.  They  worry  that  because  of  the  lack  of 
neat  and  tidy  answers  to  the  ambiguities  of  life 
and  ministry,  the  Episcopal  Church,  as  they  knew 
it,  has  died. 

I  have  to  agree  with  the  last  part  of  the  assess- 
ment —  the  Episcopal  Church  has  died.  Yet,  the 
Episcopal  Church  has  died  many  times  over.  It 
died  once,  for  example,  in  the  years  following  the 
American  Revolution,  and  it  took  people  like 
Bishop  John  Henry  Hobart  to  revive  it. 

It  has  died  in  the  ditch  of  service  and 
servanthood  to  those  who  have  been  outcast,  to 
those  marginalized,  to  those  who  are  victims  of 
prejudice  and  violence,  the  poor  and  sorrowful. 
Pray  God  that  this  church  will  die  again  and  again 
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in  service  to  those  who  have  been  outcast, 
oppressed,  victimized. 

Every  time  the  Episcopal  Church  lays  down 
its  life  in  acts  of  servanthood  it  dies.  Our  faith  is 
that  our  Lord  will  resurrect  it  and  revive  us  again 
because  we  follow  a  Lord  who  himself  died  and 
was  raised  to  new  life.  Pray  God  that  we  have  the 
courage  to  go  on  and  to  die  every  time  that  we 
need  to  die  —  and  we  may  need  to  die  to  some 
cherished  prejudices  and  long-held  opinions.  Our 
sure  confidence  is  that  this  church  will  both  die 
and  be  raised  again  and  again  and  again. 

I  have  no  qualms,  no  fears  about  our  future  as 
a  Church.  We  have  a  good  future  before  us. 
These  are  great  days  to  be  a  part  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  It's  a  wonderful  time  to  be  an  Anglican. 

Our  call  is  to  faithfulness  and  trust  —  faith  in 
God  and  trust  in  God's  will  for  this  church.  God 
will  show  us  the  path  and  God  will  guard  us  in 
the  way.  Thanks  be  to  God! 


Faithfully  yours, 


Clifton  Daniel,  3rd 
Bishop  of  East  Carolina 
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Bishop  Appoints  Consulting  Committee;  Names  Canon  to  the  Ordinary 


K1NSTON  —  With  an  eye  to  the  future,  the  best 
interest  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  in  mind 
and  God's  will  at  heart,  the  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel, 
3rd  kicked-off  the  fall  season  with  a  plan  in  hand. 
After  meeting  with  the  clergy  of  the  diocese  for  an 
overnight  retreat  in  August,  Bishop  Daniel 
appointed  a  committee  of  twelve  lay  and  clerical 
leaders  to  serve  for  one  year  as  consultants  to  the 
bishop. 

The  consulting  committee  is  charged  with  a 
three-fold  task:  1 .  to  assess  the  current  status  of  the 
diocese  and  to  respond  to  the  most  pressing  needs; 
2.  to  determine  the  needs  and  issues  which  should 
be  addressed  in  the  next  twelve  months;  and  3.  to 
work  with  the  bishop  in  preparing  for  a  long-range 
planning  process. 

The  committee  members  —  Mrs.  Sheila 
Walker,  St.  Andrew's,  Goldsboro;  Mr.  Allan 
Strange,  St.  James',  Wilmington;  Mr.  Larry 
Overton,  St.  Thomas',  Ahoskie;  Mr.  Clarence 


Leary,  St.  Paul's,  Edenton;  The  Rev.  Lucy  Talbott, 
St.  Paul's  in  the  Pines,  Fayetteville;  The  Rev.  Tom 
Midyette,  St.  Paul's,  Greenville;  Mr.  David  Stoller, 
Christ  Church,  New  Bern;  The  Rev.  Frank  Russ, 
St.  Francis',  Goldsboro;  Mrs.  Nancy  Broadwell, 
Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville;  The  Rev.  Bob  Holt, 
retired;  Mr.  Carl  Ragsdale,  St.  Anne's, 
Jacksonville;  and  Mrs.  Jo  Parrott,  St.  Mary's, 
Kinston —  met  for  the  first  time  on  September  18. 
During  the  organizational  meeting,  Daniel 
announced  that  the  Rev.  Phil  Craig,  had  accepted 
the  call  to  serve  as  Canon  to  the  Ordinary  for  a  two 
year  term.  As  Canon  to  the  Ordinary,  Craig  will 
fill  a  full-time  position  responsible  for  program 
and  ministry. 

Craig  has  served  as  rector  of  St.  Mary's, 
Kinston  for  12  years.  While  rector,  Craig  has  been 
the  head  of  the  East  Carolina  deputation  to  the  past 
three  General  Conventions.  He  has  served  on  the 
standing  committee  of  the  diocese  and  has  been 
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the  chair  of  the  board  of  Trinity  Center. 

"I  am  thankful  and  grateful  that  Phil  has 
accepted  the  position,"  said  Daniel.  "He  brings  to 
the  office  wonderful  gifts  —  years  of  experience 
and  wisdom,  deep  knowledge  of  this  diocese,  and 
great  love." 

November  2  will  be  Craig's  last  Sunday  at  St. 
Mary's.  He  will  begin  work  in  the  diocesan  office 
on  Monday,  November  3. 


Clergy  Meet  Together 

by  Martha  Honaker 

"And  let  us  consider  how  to  provoke  one  another 
to  love  and  good  deeds  not  neglecting  to  meet 
together,  as  is  the  habit  of  some,  but  encouraging 
one  another... " 

(Hebrews  10:24-25  NRSV) 

SALTER  PATH  —  On  August  26  and  27  the  clergy 
of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  met  with  Bishop 
Clifton  Daniel  to  hear  his  plans  for  our  life 
together. 

For  many  of  us  it  was  the  first  time  we  had 
been  back  to  Trinity  Center  since  Bishop  Sanders' 
funeral.  It  was,  for  many  reasons,  an  important 
time  for  us  to  gather  and  celebrate  our  lives 
together  at  this  new  beginning. 

Our  work  together  was  mainly  that  of  listening 
to  each  other  and  reflecting  on  our  lives  together. 
We  gathered  in  small  groups  to  reflect  on  questions 
like:  "What  do  I  value  most  in  my  life?;  How  can 
we  incorporate  what  we  value  into  our  life  together 
in  this  diocese?"  As  we  talked  about  those  things, 
we  could  not  help  but  reflect  on  the  importance  of 
our  diocesan  life  to  us.  We  have  a  lot  to  celebrate 
and  we  have  rich  resources  which  come  out  of  our 
diversity. 

Bishop  Daniel,  who  called  us  together,  talked 
about  the  things  that  he  values  in  his  life  and  in  the 
life  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina.  He  shared 
with  us  his  plan  for  structuring  and  organizing  the 
diocese.  For  two  years  we  will  be  "in  transition." 
Bishop  Daniel  has  called  together  a  consulting 
committee  of  twelve  clergy  and  lay  persons,  who 
will  assess  the  staffing  needs  of  the  diocesan  office; 
evaluate  long  and  short  term  needs;  and  begin  the 
process  for  a  long-range  planning  initiative.  He  is 
also  hiring  a  canon  to  the  ordinary  and  a  part-time 
person  to  assist  him.  Both  of  these  positions  will  be 


filled  for  a  two  year  period  only.  The  next  two 
years  will  be  a  healthy  time  of  formation. 

The  time  we  spent  together  was  restful.  We 
took  plenty  of  time  to  simply  enjoy  the  surround- 
ings, to  rest,  and  to  enjoy  each  other. 

One  joyful  aspect  of  our  time  at  Trinity  Center 
was  seeing  that  the  construction  was  well  under- 
way. We  only  had  to  look  out  at  the  new  buildings 
going  up,  and  hear  the  saws  and  hammers  to  know 
that  Bishop  Sanders'  vision  was  being  completed 
in  that  place  which  we  all  love. 

Some  of  us  got  the  chance  to  "break-in"  the 
new  conference  quarters  on  the  campside  of  the 
property.  Finishing  touches  were  being  put  on  our 
rooms  even  as  we  had  dinner,  but  as  usual  Mike 


Morgan,  Trinity  Center  Director,  and  his  excellent 
staff  had  everything  there  that  we  needed  by  bedtime. 

On  Wednesday  morning  we  worshipped  together 
in  the  pavilion  near  the  beach  house.  We  shared  the 
Eucharist  and  reaffirmed  our  ordination  vows. 

When  it  came  time  to  leave,  I  heard  many  people 
say  that  they  were  leaving  "energized"  for  the  work 
ahead  of  them.  I  felt  like  I  made  many  new  friends 
and  reconnected  with  old  friends.  It  was  a  good  time 
doing  just  what  the  writer  of  Hebrews  reminds  us  to 
do  —  "encourage  one  another  and  provoking  one 
another  to  love  and  good  deeds." 

—  The  Rev.  Martha  Honaker  is  the  Assitant  Rector 
at  Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville. 


OCTOBER  1997 


Multi-Purpose  Facility  to  Blend  Exterior  and  Interior  Space 

by  Patrick  O'Neill 


NEWTON  GROVE  —  When  the  Episcopal 
Farmworker  Ministry  decided  to  build  El  Centro 
Episcopal,  a  new  community  center  to  enhance  the 
ministry  in  this  small  Sampson  County 
community,  the  staff  called  on  Raleigh  architect  ' 
Wesley  McClure  to  come  up  with  a  plan  that 
would  blend  both  the  exterior  and  interior  space  of 
the  1 1 -acre  site.  No  stranger  to  building  projects 
in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  McClure  was 
involoved  in  the  original  conception  and  planning 
of  Trinity  Center,  and  he  designed  the  diocesan 
house  in  Kinston  as  well  as  its  expansion. 

For  El  Centro  Episcopal,  McClure  said  his 
goal  was  to  design  a  true  multipurpose  building 
that  offered  space  for  classrooms,  administrative 
offices,  cooking  and  socializing. 

Starting  with  the  exterior,  McClure  met  a 
major  need  for  recreation  by  including  a  soccer 
field  that  he  calls  "the  main  feature  of  the 
facility." 

An  outdoor  shelter  provides  a  link  to  the 
offices  and  classrooms  and  gives  definition  to  a 
courtyard,  McClure  said. 

"We've  created  spaces  that  in  themselves  will 
enhance  what  the  building  offers,"  McClure  said. 
"There  are  a  series  of  exterior  spaces  that  provide 
opportunities  for  festivals  and  other  events  and  for 
planting  that  enhance  what  the  building  has  to 
offer. 

"The  building  offers  a  wide  range  of  space 
from  a  large  outdoor  covered  shelter  to 
classrooms,  offices  and  I  think  very  importantly,  a 
nursery  and  a  kitchen.  It  is  a  multipurpose 
building,  multipurpose  in  terms  of  the  interior  and 
exterior." 


EL  CENTRO  EPISCOPAL 

Episcopal  Farmworker  Ministry  •  Newton  Grove,  North  Carolina 

The  actual  building,  which  will  cost  about 
$450,000  to  construct,  will  include  approximately 
4,500-square  feet  of  space.  The  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina  has  contributed  $275,000  funds  raised 
during  the  1 996  Covenant  with  the  Future  capital 
funds  campaign.  The  Covenant  with  the  Future 
goal  for  EFM  was  $350,000. 

McClure  said  the  project  is  being  constructed 
in  the  "rural  traditions"  common  to  both  North 
Carolina  and  Latin  America.  He  describes  the 
facility  as  "complexes  of  buildings  on  a 
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compound"  clustered  in  such  a  way  as  to  define 
exterior  space. 

"It's  trying  to  be  expressive  of  the  area  in  which 
it's  located,  but  also  familiar  to  the  traditions  of  the 
areas  where  a  lot  of  these  people  originated," 
McClure  said. 

The  new  center  is  slated  for  completion  by 
mid-May,  said  EFM  interim  director  Keith  Merritt. 

"That's  the  goal,"  he  said.  "I  think  we'll 
meet  it." 


Un  Multi-Proposito  de  Servicios  para  Mezclar  El  Espacio 
Del  Exterior  Y  El  Interior 


traducido  por  Lillian  Creger 

Cuando  llegaron  a  la  decicion  de  constuir  El 
Centro  Episcopal,  un  centro  para  realzar  el 
ministerio  en  el  pequeno  condado  de  Sampson. 
Los  empleados  visitaron  el  architecto  de  Raleigh 
Wesley  McClure  para  que  el  encontra  o  dibujara 
un  plan  armonizante  con  el  ambiente  de  las  once 
cuerdas.  McClure  participo  en  la  concepcion 
original  del  Centro  de  la  Trinidad,  al  igual  dibujo 
la  Diocises  en  Kinston.  Conque  el  no  es  estrano  a 
los  projectos  de  esta  Diocises. 

McClure  dijo,  "mi  objeto  es  dibujar  un  edificio 
con  un  verdadero  proposito  mutliple  que  ofrecera 
oficinas,  salones  de  clases,  cocina,  salon  de  ninos 
y  espacio  para  celebracion  de  fiestas." 


Empezando  con  el  exterior,  McClure  satisfacio 
una  necesidad  mayor  para  el  recreo,  incluyo  un 
campo  para  el  juego  de  "soccer."  Lo  cual  el  dice, 
es  lo  mas  esencial  de  esta  facilidad. 

Afuera  habra  un  refugio  facilitando  entrada  a 
las  oficinas  y  salones  de  clases.  "Hemos  creado  el 
espacio  —  que  por  si  realzara  lo  que  se  ofrecera 
en  este  edificio,"  dijo  McClure. 

La  cons^uccion  costara  $450,00  y  sera  como 
4,500  metros  cuadrado  de  espacio.  La  Diocises  de 
Carolina  del  Este  ha  contribuido  $275,00,  atraves 
de  los  fondos  donativo  durante  la  campana  del 
1996  "Pacto  con  el  Future"  Aunque  el  objeto  del 
"Pacto  con  el  Futuro"  era  $350,000  para  el 
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MinisterioEpiscopal  del  los  Trabajadores  del 
Campo. 

McClure  dijo  que  la  construccion  sera 
tradicional  con  las  areas  rurales  comun  en  Carolina 
del  Norte  y  las  Americas  latinas.  Sera  expresiva 
de  la  area  donde  esta  localizado,  al  mismo  tiemo  el 
ambiente  sera  familiar  con  el  paiz  de  origin  de  las 
personas  usando  o  visitando  este  centro. 

"Este  projecto  se  terminara  a  medio  de  Mayo," 
dijo  Keith  Merritt;  el  director  internino  del 
Minisisterio  Episcopal.  "Es  nuestro  objeto,"  el 
dijo.  "Y  lo  vamos  a  lograr." 
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Farmworker  Festival  '91  Largest  Ever 

by  Patirck  O'Neill 


Festival  '97  Fue  Mas  Grande 


traducido  por  Lillian  Creger 


NEWTON  GROVE  —  Between  800  and  1,000  people  attended  the  Farmworker 
Festival  '97,  September  14,  the  largest  turnout  in  the  seven  years  the  festival  has 
been  held  as  a  joint  effort  of  Episcopal  Farmworker  Ministry  and  the  Tri-County 
Community  Health  Center. 

Although  it  was  difficult  to  estimate  the  crowd  that  came  to  the  festival  over 
the  course  of  six  hours,  judging  from  the  amount  of  food  served  the  event  drew 
close  to  1 ,000  said  Tri-County  executive  director  Michael  Baker. 

The  success  of  Farmworker  Festival  '97  came  about  thanks  to  the  volunteer 
efforts  of  about  90  people,  many  from  area  churches  who  turned  out  to  serve  food 
and  coordinate  activities  such  an  games,  crafts  and  information  booths. 

The  line  for  food  -  both  traditional  Hispanic  varieties  and  burgers  and  hot 
dogs  -  snaked  more  than  100  yards  long  throughout  the  afternoon.  Other  long 
lines  led  to  soft  drinks  and  popcorn.  Several  Hispanic  and  Anglo  musical  groups 
and  bands  entertained  the  crowd. 

While  many  people  enjoyed  the  music  and  games,  another  crowd  watched  the 
continuous  soccer  game  going  on  behind  the  EFM  offices. 

"The  festival  is  dynamic,"  said  Baker,  who  enjoyed  the  event  with  his  wife 
Christine  Alvarado,  who  is  deputy  state  director  of  Migrant  Head  Start. 

Festival  '97  was  also  co-sponsored  by  St.  Martin's  Migrant  Head  Start  and 
Durham-based  Student  Action  with  Farmworkers. 


Casi  mil  personas  atendieron  el  festival  de  trabajadores  de  campo, 
Septiembre  14.  Los  esfuerzos  del  Ministerio  Episcopal  de  los  Trabajadores 
de  Camps  y  el  Centra  de  Salud  de  Tri-County  sobre  paso  sus  expectaciones. 
"Aunque  en  realidad  fue  un  poco  dificil  calcular  cuantas  personas 
estuvieron  durante  las  sies  horas  del  festival,"  dijo  Michael  Baker, 
Director  Ejecutivo. 

El  exito  de  este  festival  se  logro  atravez  de  las  personas  (como  90)  que 
voluntariamente  servieron  comidas  y  cordinaron  las  actividades  del  dia. 

Durante  la  tarde  las  lineas  para  los  refrescos  y  comida  fueron  bien  largas. 
Se  servio  una  variedad  de  comida  hispanica  junto  a  "burgers"  y  "hot  dogs." 

Grupos  musicales  divertieron  el  gentio  con  musica  hispanica  y  americana. 
Aunque  muchos  estaban  escuchando  la  musica,  habia  un  grupo  gozando  con 
el  juego  de  "soccer"  que  estaba  ocuriendo  detras  de  las  oficinas. 

"Este  festival  es  dinamico,"  dijo  Baker,  que  disfruto  con  su  esposa 
Christine  Alvarado,  la  cual  trabaja  como  Agente  Directora  del  Estado,  de 
Emigrantes  Empezando  a  Leer. 


Las  Diocises  Rompen  Terreno 

traducido  por  Lillian  Creger 


La  vida  del  trabajador  de  campo  is  una  vida 
incierta,  viviendo  y  trabajando  en  un  pais  donde 
muy  poco  conoce  y  una  cultura  con  muchos 
obstaculos.  Hace  como  19  anos  que  estas  Diocises 
han  estado  tratando  de  cerrar  este  hueco,  con  un 
projecto  ayudando  a  miles  de  hispanicos  que  pasan 
por  nuestro  estado  cada  ano.  Por  fin  hemos 
logrado  romper  terreno  para  la  construccion  del 
centra  de  communidad  para  nuestros  hermanos 
hispanicos. 

Bajo  un  sol  achicharoso,  dos  Obispos  y  dos 
Diaconos  empezaron  la  celebracion 
con  una  peregrinacion  de  la  Calle  Easy  hasta  el 
terreno  donde  sera  construido  "El  Centra 
Episcopal." 


Comento  el  Obispo  Sufragan  Gary  Gloster  de 
la  Diocises  de  Carolina  del  Norte,  "cuando  also 
vale  la  pena  no  se  puede  hacer  solo,  si  no  por  amor 
uno  al  otro."  Este  projecto  es  un  projecto  de  fe, 
esperanza  y  amor.  Que  alegria  estar  cor.  usteds 
celebrando  este  principio.  Logremos  que  las  dos 
Diocises  y  todos  usteds  que  han  participado  en  este 
momento  historico,  la  cual  nos  ha  unido,  sigamos 
el  resto  de  nuestras  vidas  de  acuerdo  con  este 
principio. 

"Esto  es  un  compromiso  que  las  dos 
Diocises  han  hecho  a  este  ministerio,"  dijo  el 
Obispo  Daniel.  "Y  veo  nuestras  acciones 
estendiendo  ayuda  a  esos  estranjeros  o  personas 
desconocidas  como  otro  brazo  de  cristianismo  en 


nuestra  sociedad." 

En  una  palabra  "'mision'  y  juntos  se  hace  mas 
que  separados,"  anadio  el  Obispo  Gloster.  Uniendo 
nuestros  recursos  para  ayudar  y  hace  los  hispanicos 
bien  venidos  a  nuestre  pais  el  el  trajajo  de  Dios. 

Muchas  personas  hicieron  comentarios.  Todos 
llegaron  a  un  acuerdo,  la  alegria  verdadera  sera 
cuando  de  termine  este  projecto,  y  todos  disfuten 
del. 

"Pueden  estar  seguro  que  miles  y  miles  de 
trabajadores  de  campo  entraran  por 
las  puertas  del  esta  facilidad,"  comento  el  Padre 
Tony. 

—  Lillian  Creger  es  una  miembra  de  la  iglesia  San  Cristobalen 
en  Havelock. 


Responding  to  General  Convention 


With  the  General  Convention  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  two  and  a  half  months  behind  us,  there  does 
not  seem  to  be  a  clear-cut  "system"  for  responding  to 
what  transpired  in  Philadelphia.  The  problem  is  on 
two  levels:  1.  the  layperson  does  not  feel  he  or  she 
has  a  forum  to  respond  to  the  General  Convention; 
and  2.  the  churches  and  the  diocese  are  unsure  how 
they  are  to  implement  specific  resolutions. 

Forum  for  Lay  Voice 

During  the  most  recent  executive  council 
meeting,  the  Rev.  Dick  Warner  expressed  concern 
that  the  person  in  the  pew  is  frustrated  by  the  feeling 
that  there  is  no  forum  to  voice  his  or  her  concerns  or 
opinions  regarding  actions  of  the  convention.  Some 
laypersons  simply  don't  feel  their  voice  is  being 
heard. 

The  Rev.  Bonnie  Clark,  Dean  of  the  Trinity 
Deanery,  echoed  this  concern.  She  reported  that  at  the 
Trinity  Deanery  meeting  on  September  13,  many 
deanery  representatives  asked  how  they  can  learn 
more  about  what  took  place  in  Philadelphia. 

Canonically,  the  deputies  to  the  General 
Convention  are  required  to  report  back  to  the  diocese 
and  our  deputies  will  do  that  at  the  diocesan 
convention  in  February.  But  in  the  meantime,  what 
more  can  be  done? 

Many  of  the  deputies  to  the  General  Convention 
and  the  representatives  to  the  ECW  Triennial  have 
visited  churches,  deanery  councils  and  special 
groups,  such  as  the  ECW,  to  report  on  the  events  of 
the  General  Convention  and  Triennial.  If  you  would 
like  to  arrange  a  visit,  you  may  contact  a  deputy 
directly  or  contact  the  diocesan  office  and  someone 
there  will  be  glad  to  arrange  a  visit  from  a  deputy. 

Volumes  of  information  have  been  written  about 
the  General  Convention,  but  not  much  has  been 


Of  the  386  resolutions  with  which  the  72nd 
General  Convention  of  the  Episcopal  Church  dealt 
when  it  convened  in  Philadelphia  in  July  1997,  the 
three  resolutions  which  seemed  to  have  prompted  the 
most  discussion,  letter  writing  and  emotion  are 
resolutions  C003,  C024,  and  A071 .  These  are  the 
resolutions  dealing  with  issues  of  human  sexuality. 

In  order  to  clarify  exactly  what  transpired  and 
what  the  resolutions  mean  the  text  of  the  resolutions 
is  included.  Before  proceeding,  however,  it  is 
important  to  understand  the  legislative  process  of  the 
General  Convention.  Resolutions  are  not 
haphazardly  considered  on  the  floor  of  convention. 
Months  before  the  General  Convention,  resolutions 
are  submitted.  Once  submitted,  resolutions  are 
assigned  to  an  appropriate  legislative  committee. 

The  great  majority  of  the  work  of  the  General 
Convention  takes  place  in  committee  meetings.  Here 
resolutions  are  refined  through  committee 
discussions  and  open  hearings  with  deputies  and 
other  interested  parties  speaking  to  the  issue. 

The  time  and  place  of  opening  hearings  are 
posted  at  least  four  hours  in  advance  so  that  everyone 
who  is  interested  may  attend.  After  considerable 
work  and  discussion,  the  amended  or  unchanged 
resolution  is  forwarded  to  the  House  of  Deputies  and 


covered  in  the  secular  press.  Often,  the  problem  is 
finding  a  source  for  good  information. 

Episcopal  Life,  a  monthly  tabloid  newspaper 
produced  by  the  Episcopal  Church  Center  in  New 
York,  is  an  excellent  source  for  information.  Yearly 
subscriptions  are  $7  and  may  ordered  by  mailing  a 
check  to  Episcopal  Life,  1201  Chestnut  St.,  Suite 
1200,  Philadelphia,  PA  19107. 

The  Living  Church,  a  weekly  magazine  published 
by  an  independent  foundation,  is  another  good 
source  of  information  and  editorials.  Yearly 
subscriptions  are  $39.50  for  52  issues.  To  subscribe, 
send  checks  to  The  Living  Church,  P.O.  Box  92936, 
Milwaukee,  WI  53202-0936. 

On  a  practical  level  —  Implementing  Resolutions 

The  amount  of  material  generated  by  the  General 
Convention  is  mind-boggling.  Even  the  deputies 
themselves  wonder  how  the  quantity  of  legislation 
that  was  approved  at  the  convention  will  be 
implemented  on  a  diocesan  and  parish  level. 

At  the  executive  council  meeting,  the  Rev.  Jim 
Cooke,  a  General  Convention  alternate  asked,"How 
do  we  respond  to  all  that —  to  ten  days  and  all  that 
paper?" 

There  are  a  great  number  of  resolutions  passed  at 
the  General  Convention  that  require  a  response  or,  at 
least,  warrant  discussion  within  the  diocese  and/or 
churches.  There  are  issues  like  imposing  new 
disciplinary  canons  for  bishops  and  other  clergy; 
implementing  a  living  wage  as  opposed  to  a 
minimum  wage  for  church  employees;  the  option  of 
extending  health  insurance  to  domestic  partners  of 
church  employees;  receiving  unconfirmed  persons 
from  other  denominations;  and  on  and  on. 

On  one  hand  we  could  choose  to  ignore  them, 
after  all  there  are  hundreds.  It  will  take  time  and 


the  House  of  Bishops  for  a  vote.  Every  resolution 
that  comes  to  the  floor  of  either  House  has  been 
through  a  legislative  committee. 

The  three  resolutions  regarding  human  sexuality 
which  were  approved  by  the  General  Convention 
were: 
C003 

Resolved,  that  this  72nd  General  Convention  affirms 
the  sacredness  of  Christian  marriage  between  one 
man  and  one  woman  with  intent  of  lifelong 
relationship;  and  be  it  further 
Resolved,  that  this  Convention  directs  the  Standing 
Liturgical  Commission  to  continue  its  study  of 
theological  aspects  of  committed  relationships  of 
same-sex  couples,  and  to  issue  a  full  report  including 
recommendations  of  future  steps  for  the  resolution  of 
issues  related  to  such  relationships  no  later  than 
November  1 999  for  consideration  at  the  73rd 
General  Convention 
C024 

Resolved,  that  the  Episcopal  Church  Clergy  and 
Employee's  Medical  Trust  be  authorized  to  offer  to 
dioceses  which  desire  such  coverage  provision  for 
the  inclusion  of  domestic  partners  in  its  health 
insurance  plans.  The  extension  of  such  coverage 
shall  not  constitute  an  opinion  as  to  what  constitutes 


energy  to  discuss  them  and  to  figure  out  how  to 
implement  them.  But  ignoring  them  would  make  a 
mockery  out  of  the  whole  legislative  system  of  our 
church.  Ignoring  them  would  seem  to  undermine  our 
church  as  a  whole. 

To  help  raise  an  awareness  of  resolutions  and  to 
bring  some  meaning  to  what  the  resolutions  mean  to 
us  in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  especially  as  we 
begin  to  discuss  and  implement  them,  Cross  Current 
will  examine  in  the  next  several  issues  various 
resolutions  and  their  practical  applications.  If  you 
have  a  specific  resolution  that  you  would  like  to  see 
explored,  please  contact  the  editor  or  one  of  the 
General  Convention  deputies. 

General  Convention  clerical  deputies:  Phil  Craig, 
diocesan  office,  Kinston;  Charles  vonRosenberg,  St. 
James',  Wilmington;  Joe  Cooper,  Church  of  the 
Servant,  Wilmington;  Lucy  Talbott,  St.  Paul's  in  the 
Pines,  Fayetteville;  and  Jim  Cooke,  St.  Anne's, 
Jacksonville  (alternate).  General  Convention  lay 
deputies:  Nancy  Broadwell,  Holy  Trinity, 
Fayetteville;  David  Stoller,  Christ  Church,  New 
Bern;  Bob  van  Veld,  St.  Timothy's,  Greenville;  Larry 
Overton,  St.  Thomas,  Ahoskie;  and  Alicia  Ragsdale, 
St.  Anne's,  Jacksonville  (alternate). 

Sexual  Relationships 

an  ecclesiastically  sanctioned  domestic  unit. 
A071 

Resolved,  that  the  72nd  General  Convention 
commend  the  process  of  voluntary  dialogue  as  an 
effective  and  appropriate  process  for  Episcopalians  to 
use  in  facing  questions  about  sexuality  "with  honesty 
and  integrity,  avoiding  unnecessary  confrontation  and 
polarization,  in  a  spirit  of  faithful  seeking  to 
understand  more  clearly  the  will  of  God  for  our  lives 
as  Christians." 

Resolution  C003  was  a  substitute  for  resolution 
for  C002.  The  original  resolution  directed  the 
Standing  Liturgical  Commission  to  develop  rites  for 
the  blessing  of  "committed  relationships  between 
people  of  the  same-sex,  and  to  present  such  forms  to 
the  73rd  General  Convention  for  inclusion  in  the 
Book  of  Occasional  Services."  By  changing  the 
resolution,  the  convention  indicated  that  it  was  not 
ready  for  services  to  bless  same-sex  relationships,  but 
felt  that  continued  study  of  the  theology  of  same-sex 
relationships  is  needed. 

The  issue  of  ordaining  non-celibate  homosexuals 
or  heterosexuals  who  engage  in  sexual  relationships 
outside  the  institution  of  marriage  was  never 
considered  by  the  72nd  convention. 


Clarifying  General  Convention's  Actions  on 


ot  long  after  the  first  feature  on  healing 
ministry  appeared  in  Cross  Current,  I 
sat  in  the  sun  room  of  my  sister-in-law's 
house  listening  to  her  tell  me  how  lucky 
she  felt.  With  conviction  in  her  eyes, 
she  told  of  the  wonderful  doctors  and  nurses  with  which 
she  and  her  husband  had  been  blessed  during  her 
husband's  battle  with  ALS. 

I  sat  silently  in  stunned  admiration.  The  memorial 
service  for  her  husband  had  been  less  than  twenty-four 
hours  earlier.  I  was  awed  that  she  could  speak,  much  less 
talk  of  being  blessed.  In  her  moment  of  loss,  she  held 
each  of  us  together.  She  was  providing  comfort  and 
inspiration  to  us. 

As  I  listened  to  her,  I  marveled  at  her  faith,  her 
strength  and  her  forgiveness.  I  also  knew  that  through 
her  I  had  been  touched  by  God's  grace.  It  is  a  moment 


I  will  never  forget. 

Thinking  about  that  moment,  I  am  reminded  of  a  letter 
printed  in  Cross  Current  several  years  ago  from  Suzanna 
Brandis.  Suzanna  was  fighting  cancer  and  wrote  a  letter  of 
encouragement  to  Bishop  Sanders,  who  was  also  battling 
the  disease.  In  that  letter  she  wrote,'Tve  learned  to  deal 
with  what  God  has  given  me,  and  remarkably,  I  have  had 
some  joyous  lessons  and  gifts  through  what  should  be  a 
painful  misery." 

I  have  prepared  this  follow-up  feature  on  healing  to 
coincide  with  the  day  of  St.  Luke,  the  Physician,  on 
October  18.  I  have  also  prepared  it  as  a  tribute  to  those 
ordinary  saints  who  teach  us  extraordinary  lessons  about 
faith,  love  and  healing. 

—  Alicia  Afford,  editor 
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Healing  —  Equipping  the  People  of  God  for  Ministry 


by  Al  Durrance 

Christian  healing  is  rooted  and  grounded  in  the 
proclamation  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  It  is 
not  simply  a  matter  of  removing  physical  malady. 
Its  goal  is  wholeness  of  spirit,  soul,  mind,  body, 
the  community  of  the  Church,  and  our  relationship 
with  others. 

When  we  proclaim  the  Kingdom  of  God,  we 
are  proclaiming  the  reality  of  God's  presence 
revealing  Himself  to  those  who  desire  to  know 
Him.  He  invites  us  into  conversation  we  call 
prayer  that  we  might  come  to  know  the  intimacy 
with  Him  for  which  He  created  us  and  that  we 
might  find  that  purpose  He  had  in  mind  when  He 
called  us  by  name. 

When  we  minister  healing  to  the  body,  we  are 
seeking  to  communicate  God's  grace  and  power  to 
enable  us  to  fulfill  that  purpose.  Healing  is 
equipping  the  people  of  God  for  ministry. 

When  we  cast  out  demons,  we  seek  to  alleviate 
the  stresses  that  plague  the  people  of  God  by 
eliminating  those  elements  within  that  seek  to 
distract  us  from  God.  Whether  the  spirit  uses 
anger  or  fear,  it  is  a  release  to  eliminate  the  stress 
it  brings  to  the  soul. 

When  we  make  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ 


through  baptizing  them  into  His  body,  we  heal  a 
community  in  which  we  live  as  members  of 
Christ,  the  flesh  that  He  puts  on  to  continue  His 
work  in  the  world  today.  We  see  a  new  creation  in 
which  we  find  our  relationship  to  God  and  to  one 
another  defined  by  Holy  Spirit. 

When  we  teach  what  He  taught,  we  seek 
healing  of  the  mind.  We  seek  to  "think  Kingdom" 
instead  of  human  limitation.  We  seek  to  enable 
people  to  find,  to  know,  and  to  walk  with  God. 

When  we  forgive,  we  seek  healing  of 
relationships,  not  through  explanation  which 
leaves  guilt  and  sin  in  tact,  but  through  expiation 
which  sets  guilt  and  sin  aside,  nailing  them  to  the 
cross. 

Christian  healing  is  our  relinquishment  of  the 
initiative  of  our  lives  to  God,  that  He  may  direct 
us;  and  we  may  become  His  presence  as  the  Body 
in  which  Jesus  Christ  is  known  and  through  whom 
He  seeks  to  reach  out  to  touch  and  heal  the  world 
for  which  He  died. 

Healing  is  not  an  optional  entertainment 
program  for  Christians.  It  is  obedience  to  the  One 
who  has  authorized  and  powered  and  sent  us  out  to 
heal.  It  is  not  easy  to  adopt  the  disciplines  of 


prayer  and  study  and  obedience,  but  it  is  essential. 

G.K.  Chesterton  said  it  well,  "The  Christian 
faith  has  never  been  tried  and  found  wanting.  It 
has  been  found  difficult  and  not  tried." 

—  The  Rev.  Al  Durrance  is  a  retired  priest  who  resides 

in  Ocala,  Florida.  He  is  a  former  North  American  Warden, 
Order  of  St.  Luke  the  Physician.  He  was  rector  of  St.  John 's, 
Wilm  ington,  from  1981-1989. 


What  Do  We  Tell  the  Children? 

by  Dottie  Andrew 


"Let  the  little  children  come  to  me,  and 
do  not  stop  them; 

Matthew  19:14 

Often  well-meaning  adults  attempt  to  protect 
children  from  pain  and  suffering,  especially  in  the 
case  of  someone  close  to  them  dying,  by  not  talking 
openly  nor  showing  their  real  emotions  to  the 
children.  Actually,  children  need  open  and  honest 
communication  with  adults  in  order  to  work  through 
their  grief  process  in  a  healthy  way. 

Three  important  points  to  remember  in  talking 
with  children  about  the  death  of  a  loved  one  are: 

1 .  Be  open  and  honest. 

2.  Give  children  permission  to  grieve. 

3.  Include  children  as  much  as  possible. 
Children  need  honest  answers  to  their  questions 

and  concerns  based  on  their  particular  level  of 
developmental  maturity.  Typically,  preschoolers 
don't  understand  the  finality  of  death.  They  might 
ask,  for  example,  "When  is  Granny  coming  back?" 
They  need  to  hear  several  times  that  she  can't  come 
back  because  death  is  forever. 

School-aged  children  know  that  death  is  final, 
but  they  think  of  death  in  concrete  and  practical 
terms.  They  think  that  death  would  not  have  caught 
Granddad  if  he  could  have  run  faster.  They're 
interested  in  the  mechanics  of  death  and  need  to  be 
told  that  everyone  dies  sometime.  They  may  need 
further  explanation  that  even  though  we  don't  always 


know  what  causes  a  person  to  die,  we  do  know  that 
a  necessary  part  of  the  body  (such  as  the  heart)  stops 
working. 

Adolescents  are  capable  of  abstract  thinking  and, 
other  than  believing  in  their  own  invincibility,  they 
have  a  mature  understanding  of  death.  However, 
they  usually  don't  know  what  to  do  with  their 
feelings  that  often  are  extreme  and  volatile.  They 
may  act  flippant  or  engage  in  risk-taking  behavior. 
Often  they  feel  embarrassed  or  "weird"  when  a 
family  member  dies.  Most  adolescents  have  deep 
spiritual  concerns.  They  need  someone  to  tell  them 
that  their  feelings  and  concern  are  normal. 

Children  of  all  ages  and  levels  of  development 
grieve.  Their  symptoms  of  grief  often  are  not 
recognized  by  adults  who  do  not  know  what  is 
typical  behavior  for  grieving  children.  Some 
possible  symptoms  of  grief  are  the  following:  temper 
tantrums,  irritability,  fighting,  clowning,  acting 
tough  or  cool,  being  brave  or  "the  man  of  the 
house,"  rebelliousness,  regression  to  earlier 
developmental  age,  and  withdrawal. 

All  children  have  in  common  the  need  for 
emotional  support  and  an  empathic  adult  and  friends 
with  whom  they  can  share  their  thoughts,  feelings, 
concerns,  and  fears.  They  need  adult  role  models 
who  can  cry  freely  and  express  their  own  feelings 
openly  in  their  presence. 

Dr.  Earl  Grollman,  an  internationally  known 
grief  therapist,  says,  "Anything  that  is  mentionable 
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is  much  more  manageable."  It  is  important  to  talk 
with  children  openly  about  symptoms  you  notice  and 
about  how  such  feelings  as  anger,  guilt,  depression, 
fear,  relief,  or  even  lack  of  feelings  initially  are 
normal  responses  to  grief. 

Children  need  to  be  part  of  decision  making 
about  how  they  will  participate  in  funeral  or 
memorial  services.  Most  grief  therapists  agree  that 
children  at  least  three-years-old  will  benefit  from 
attending  the  funeral  or  memorial  service  and 
visiting  the  cemetery.  They  will  need  to  be  told  in 
advance  what  to  expect  and  to  be  accompanied  by 
someone  they  love.  Don't  force  a  child  under  nine- 
years-old  to  attend  the  service  or  go  to  the  cemetery, 
but  do  strongly  encourage  an  older  child  to  go  and 
even  participate  in  some  way  if  he  or  she  would  like. 
Children  can  write  letters  or  poems  to  be  read  at  the 
service,  read  scriptures  or  light  candles. 

In  summary,  remember  the  children  and  include 
them  as  much  as  possible  throughout  the  grief 
process.  Give  them  lots  of  attention  and  help  them 
feel  loved  and  secure.  Listen  to  them  and  reassure 
them  that  their  grief  is  normal.  Reminisce  with 
them,  especially  on  anniversaries  and  holidays. 
Invite  them  to  come  to  you,  and  "do  not  stop  them." 

—  Dottie  Andrew  is  a  certified  clinical  social  worker.  She  is  a 
counselor  at  the  Episcopal  Counseling  Center  and  a  the 
University  of  North  Carolina  at  Wilmington  Student 
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30  Ways  to  Help  Those  with  Serious  Illness 


1.  Don't  avoid  me!  Be  the  loved  one  ...  the  friend 
you've  always  been. 

2.  Touch  me.  A  simple  squeeze  of  the  hand  can 
tell  me  you  still  care  and  I  won't  feel  so  isolated. 

3.  Call  me  and  tell  me  you're  bringing  dinner  and 
what  time  you'll  arrive.  Bring  food  in  disposable 
containers  so  I  won't  have  to  worry  about  returns. 

4.  Take  care  of  my  children  for  me.  Offer  to  baby 
sit,  even  if  it's  just  at  my  home  and  I'm  there.  I 
need  to  have  some  free  time  with  my  spouse,  and 
my  children.  I  need  a  little  vacation  from  my 
illness. 

5.  Cry  with  me  when  I  cry  and  laugh  with  me 
when  I  laugh.  Don't  be  afraid  to  share  your 
emotions  with  me. 

6.  Take  me  out  for  a  drive  or  for  a  pleasure  trip, 
but  be  sensitive  about  how  much  I  can  do. 

7.  Call  me  for  a  shopping  list  and  make  a  special 
delivery  to  my  home. 

8.  Call  me  before  you  visit,  but  don't  be  afraid  to 
visit.  Don't  automatically  assume  that  sickness 
requires  rest  at  the  expense  of  communication.  I 
need  you.  I  am  lonely. 

9.  Help  me  celebrate  holidays  and  special 
occasions  by  decorating  my  room  in  the  hospital  or 
at  home  and  by  bringing  little  gifts  and  flowers  and 
natural  treasures. 

10.  Help  my  family.  I  am  the  sick  one,  but  they 
are  suffering  too.  Offer  to  come  stay  with  me  to 
give  my  loved  ones  a  break.  Invite  them  out.  Take 
them  places.  Encourage  my  spouse's  friends  to 
spend  time  with  him/her.  I  feel  better  knowing  my 
family  is  enjoying  life  as  much  as  possible. 

11.  Be  creative!  Ask  me  who  I'd  like  to  see  and 
bring  them  to  see  me.  Bring  me  a  magazine  or  a 
book  of  thoughts,  a  poster  for  my  wall,  cassette 
tapes  and  a  cassette  player,  a  box  of  cookies  to 
share  with  my  friends. 

12.  Let's  talk  about  it.  Don't  be  afraid  to  say  the 


word  cancer,  or  whatever  the  illness  is.  Find  out  if 
I  want  to  talk  about  it  by  asking,  "Do  you  want  to 
talk  about  it?" 

13.  Talk  to  me  about  "real  life,"  the  life  you  are 
living  in,  so  I  stay  involved  with  what's  happening 
in  the  world.  Talk  to  me  of  the  future,  tomorrow, 
next  week,  next  year. 

14.  Don't  feel  we  always  have  to  talk.  We  can  sit 
silently  together  or  just  watch  television.  If  you 
bring  a  book  or  knitting  and  just  sit  with  me. 

16.  Include  me  in  decision  making.  I've  already 
been  robbed  of  so  many  things,  I  don't  need  to  be 
left  out  of  making  decisions  in  my  family  and  for 
myself. 

17.  Bring  me  a  positive  attitude.  I  need  that! 
Besides,  it's  catching! 

18.  If  I  must  miss  happenings  and  special 
occasions  with  my  family,  take  snapshots  so  I  can 
share  in  the  event  too. 

19.  Could  you  help  me  with  some  cleaning? 
During  my  illness,  my  family  and  I  still  face  dirty 
clothes,  dirty  dishes,  a  dirty  house.  Make  a 
specific  offer.  For  example,  say,  "I  will  be  over  on 
Monday  to  do  your  laundry",  and  then  DO  IT!  I 
probably  wouldn't  ask  for  anything  if  you  just 
said,  "call  me  sometime." 

20.  Water  my  flowers. 

2 1 .  Just  send  a  card  to  say,  "I  care." 

22.  Help  with  holidays  and  special  occasions  by 
asking  if  you  can  pick  up  wrapping,  gifts,  or  cards. 

23.  Bake  homemade  goodies,  cookies,  etc.,  that 
can  be  frozen  and  included  in  the  family's  lunch 
boxes. 

24.  Offer  to  run  meaningless  errands  for  the 
family,  take  clothes  to  the  cleaners,  pick  up 
laundry,  etc.,  and  other  things  that  might  not  get 
done  otherwise. 

25.  Tell  me  what  you'd  like  to  do  for  me,  and  when 
I  agree,  please  do  it. 


26.  Pray  for  me  and  share  your  faith  with  me. 

27.  Help  me  feel  good  about  my  looks.  If  I  look 
good,  tell  me  so,  as  I  need  to  have  my  feelings 
reinforced  about  my  attractiveness.  But  if  I  don't 
look  too  well,  don't  tell  me  I  do.  I  can  always  spot 
a  phony. 

28.  Allow  both  me  and  my  family  to  feel  sad,  to 
prepare  for  the  worst  if  need  be.  Sometimes  a  good 
cry  does  much  more  than  phony  encouragement. 

29.  Remember  that  no  matter  what  I  may  look 
like  or  feel  like,  I  am  STILL  ME  inside. 

30.  Tell  me  about  support  groups  so  I  can  share 
with  others. 

[From  on  the  ALS  Communique  on  the  Internet.  Information 
provided  by:  Springfield,  MO,  Make  Today  Count,  Inc.] 


The  International  Order  of  St.  Luke  the 
Physician  is  dedicated  to  the  Christian 
healing  ministry.  Founded  by  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  John  Gayner  Banks  in  1930,  it  is  an 
ecumenical  organization  with  membership 
throughout  North  America  and  the  world. 

For  more  information  about  the  Order 
of  St.  Luke,  call  or  write:  Order  of  St. 
Luke,  P.O.  Box  13701,  San  Antonio,  TX 
78213,  210/492-5222. 

For  membership  in  the  Order  of  St. 
Luke,  send  $20  to  the  above  address. 
Membership  includes  a  subscription  to 
Sharing  magazine. 


What  About  Medical  Care,  Diet  and  Exercise? 


by  Al  Durrance 

Medicine  and  counsel  work  from  the  outside 
in.  Doctors  treat,  God  heals,  we  are  not  to  avoid 
external  treatment;  we  are  to  use  it  as  we  are  led, 
prayerfully  offering  the  physicians  and  treatments 
to  God  for  His  use.  We  trust  God  to  use  the 
physician  of  the  body  or  the  psyche  to  prepare  us 
for  his  love  to  restore  us  to  the  wholeness  He 
intends  for  us  to  use  in  our  vocation. 

I  recall  a  time  when  I  was  dealing  with  a  cyst. 
I  had  prayed  a  number  of  times,  and  it  would  come 
and  go.  I  finally  said,  "Lord,  if  you  don't  heal  this 
thing,  I  am  going  to  a  doctor." 

To  which  He  responded,  "I  will  tell  you  to 
whom  you  are  to  go." 

When  any  medical  procedure  is  used,  seek 
God's  direction  about  who  you  are  to  contact; 


commit  the  doctors,  nurses  and  all  medication  and 
treatment  to  Him,  and  let  Him  fill  the  bottom  line. 

Diet  is  important  to  our  physical  well  being. 
Since  God  has  not  made  two  of  us  alike,  there  is  no 
specific  regimen  to  which  we  must  adhere  but  it  is 
essential  that  our  food  intake  be  balanced  and  in 
accord  with  our  body's  capacity  to  metabolize  it. 
While  it  is  not  a  fetish  to  hang  around  our  necks,  it 
is  important  to  have  a  sensible  diet  that  does  not 
fall  on  either  side  of  gluttony  —  starvation  or 
overeating. 

Exercise  is  essential  to  maintain  normal  health. 
It  is  especially  necessary  for  those  who  are  subject 
to  high  stress.  Stress  that  dumps  adrenaline  into 
the  cardiovascular  system,  allows  fat  molecules  to 
enter  also.  They  must  either  be  burned  out  through 


exercise  or  settle  out  causing  cardio-vascular 
problems  with  circulation.  The  obvious  solution  is 
not  simply  exercise,  but  the  working  toward  the 
elimination  of  stress  through  the  healing  power  of 
God's  love. 

Christian  healing  is  found  in  the  context  of  a 
community  of  people  who  share  two  things  —  the 
needs  over  which  they  have  no  power,  and  the 
grace  that  God  has  given  them,  in  Jesus  Christ  to 
share  in  their  corporate  lives.  The  healing  power  of 
forgiveness  is  operative  in  that  community  to  5 
assure  that  relationships  are  kept  open  to  the  flpw 
of  the  love  of  God  that  heals  the  spirit,  soul,  b^dy, 
mind,  community  and  relationships. 

—  Reprinted  with  permission  from  the  Order  of  St.  Luke  tract, 
"What  is  Christian  Healing?  " 


Episcopal  Church  Women  Hold  Summer  Meeting  at  Trinity 


by  Elizabeth  Davenport 

One  hundred  and  ninety  women  from  across 
the  diocese  gathered  at  Trinity  on  Thursday, 
August  21,  for  the  summer  ECW  meeting. 
Dencie  Page,  ECW  Diocesan  President, 
extended  a  warm  welcome  to  all.  With 
enthusiasm,  she  spoke  briefly  about  the  Triennial 
Meeting  in  Philadelphia,  promising  to  share 
more  at  the  fall  ECW  district  meetings. 

Page  and  the  East  Carolina  ECW  deputies  — - 
Tricia  Phillips,  ECW  Diocesan  Treasurer;  Penny 
Brinkley,  United  Thank  Offering  (UTO) 
Diocesan  Coordinator;  and  alternates  Anne 
Parker  and  Ruby  Strouse,  Church  Periodical 
Club  (CPC)  Diocesan  Chair  —  will  be  the 
featured  speakers  during  the  fall  meetings.  They 
will  share  stories  of  42nd  Triennial  and  its 
theme,  "Enlarge  the  site  of  your  tent"  (Isaiah 
54:2,  3,  13). 

Page  told  the  audience  that  the  Triennial 
Delegation  had  brought  back  to  the  diocese  the 
vessels  —  a  chalice,  paten,  and  ewer  or  pitcher 
—  used  at  Triennial.  They  will  be  given  in 
memory  of  Bishop  Sid  Sanders,  to  be  used  in  the 
new  chapel  in  the  diocesan  house  in  Kinston. 
Donations  collected  at  the  ECW  meeting  were 
also  given  in  memory  of  Bishop  Sanders  for 
furnishings  for  the  new  chapel. 

Penny  Brinkley,  United  Thank  Offering 
(UTO)  Diocesan  Coordinator,  prepared  ECW 
members  for  the  UTO  material  they  would 
receive  for  the  fall.  She  also  reported  that 
Providence  Home,  an  emergency  teen  shelter  in 
Southport  scheduled  to  be  dedicated  on 
September  28,  had  received  a  1997  UTO  grant. 
The  UTO  awarded  $28,500  to  the  home  which 
provides  safe  shelter  for  troubled  youth  that  are 
unable  to  stay  at  home.  Brinkley  concluded  her 
report  by  asking  that  we  all  keep  our  eyes  open 
for  UTO  grant  projects,  because  many  have  been 
awarded  to  our  diocese,  making  miraculous 
things  possible. 

Ruby  Strouse,  the  Church  Periodical  Club 
(CPC)  Chair,  reported  on  CPC  projects.  Several 
of  the  CPC  projects  help  others  by  simply 
recycling  the  mail  that  we  receive.  We  may  give 
old  magazines  and  books  to  hospitals  or  nursing 
homes.  Used  stamps  on  envelopes  can  help 
missionaries  who  work  with  epileptics.  To  help 
with  this  project,  simply  clip  stamps  from 
envelopes  leaving  a  1/4  inch  boarder  of  paper 
and  send  them  to  the  Rev.  Otfried  Arndt,  Pastor, 
United  Church,  1920  G  Street,  NW,  Washington, 
DC  20006.  Another  way  to  recycle  is  to  save  the 
fronts  of  greeting  cards  and  send  them  to:  St. 
Jude's,  100  St.  Jude's  St.,  Boulder  City,  NV 
89005-0985. 

Izola  F.  Francis,  the  Ecumenical  Christian 
Ministries  Chair,  reported  on  The  Caring 
Program  for  Children.  She  explained  that  "this 


program  is  administered  by  Blue  Cross  and  Blue 
Shield  of  North  Carolina,  and  provides  primary 
care  and  preventive  services  for  children  who  are 
uninsured  because  their  working  parents' 
incomes  are  insufficient  to  afford  health 
insurance  coverage  after  basic  needs  are  met." 
The  current  cost  of  coverage  for  one  child  for 
one  year  is  $3 1 2.00.  The  ECW  accepts 
contributions  for  the  full  amount  for  coverage  or 
a  partial  amount.  Checks  payable  to  The  Caring 
Program  for  Children  can  be  mailed  to  Izola  F. 
Francis,  5613  Dodge  Drive,  Fayetteville,  NC 
28303. 

Other  business  discussed  included  news  that 
the  ECW  is  considering  reprinting  the  ECW 
history  book.  Please  show  your  support  for  this 
project  at  your  ECW  District  Meeting.  The 
women  gathered  were  also  reminded  that  the 
Companionsheet,  a  monthly  newsletter  produced 
by  the  diocesan  office,  is  an  excellent  tool  for 
communicating  short  announcements.  Material 
for  this  publication  may  be  sent  to  Jimi  Paderick, 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  P.O.  Box  1336, 
Kinston,  NC  28503.  The  deadline  is  the  last 
week  of  the  month.  Elizabeth  Davenport  is  also 
available  to  assist  with  ECW  publications.  Her 
number  is  919/441-0975. 

Once  all  business  was  concluded  Joanne 
Chapman  and  Ann  Parker  gave  an  inspiring 
presentation  entitled  "The  Altar:  The  Center  of 


Worship."  Together,  the  two  women  pointed  out 
and  explained  the  symbolism  of  the  altar 
furnishings.  Ann  Parker  suggested  that  before 
selecting  the  altar  flowers  look  at  what  is  in 
bloom  in  your  neighborhood.  Flowers  and 
greenery  are  God's  gift  from  nature,  returned  as 
an  oblation  to  him. 

After  a  short  break,  The  Rev.  Pamela  Stringer 
led  the  worship  service.  She  asked  that  we  all 
strive  to  be  a  part  of  the  worship  community. 
She  stated  her  belief  that  children  learn  by 
joining  the  worship  community.  We  are  one 
body  in  Christ,  sharing  his  bread  makes  us  one 
community.  Transformed,  we  are  prepared  to  go 
out  into  the  world.  May  we  all  go  forth  in  peace. 


Episcopal  Church  Women  Fall  District  Meeting  Schedule 


Albemarle 

St.  Thomas',  Ahoskie 
Monday,  September  29 


Pamlico 

St.  Peter's,  Washington 
Tuesday,  September  30 


Lower  Cape  Fear 

St.  John's,  Wilmington 

Tuesday,  October  14 


Trinity 

St.  Paul's,  Beaufort 
Wednesday,  October  29 


Upper  Cape  Fear 

St.  John's  ,  Fayetteville 

Thursday,  October  30 


We  need  help  with  our  archives.  Can  you  identify  the  people  and  events 

in  these  photographs?  If  so,  please  contact  Holley  MacBell,  Historiographer, 

Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  P.O.  Box  1336,  Kinston,  NC  28503. 
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The  Other  Ark 

Single  —  and  the  Church 


by  Kay  Collier-Slone 

"Contrary  to  popular  opinion,  God  loves  singles, 
too."  The  words  of  the  Episcopal  Ad  Project  are 
superimposed  on  an  almost-museum  print  of  animals 
on  their  way  to  the  ark.  Almost,  because  not  all  of  the 
animals  are  paired. 

It  is  difficult  for  some  single  people  to  experience 
that  message  as  nearing  the  end  of  the  20th  century, 
little  effort  has  been  made  to  evangelize  and  minister 
with  single  adults  through  the  Episcopal  Church. 

About  48  percent  of  the  population  of  the  United 
States  over  the  age  of  25  is  now  single.  That  figure  is 
projected  by  futurists  to  reach  52  percent  by  the  year 
2000.  In  the  1980  census,  the  average  age  for  first 
marriage  was  21-23.  By  1990,  that  figure  had 
reached  27  1/2,  including  high  school  dropouts.  With 
a  college-educated  population,  the  figure  nears  31.2. 
The  fastest  growing  age  group  in  the  United  States  is 
post-80,  many  of  whom  are  single.  The  divorce  rate 
is  holding  steady.  One  out  of  every  four  Episcopal 
priests  will  be  divorced,  and  90  percent  of  their 
former  spouses  leave  the  church  within  the  first  year. 

The  good  news  is  that  1  is  a  whole  number. 
Single  is  not  a  dirty  word.  Single  is  not  simply  a 
transitional  state  or  an  anteroom  to  real  life,  to  be 
moved  through  as  swiftly  as  possible.  Single  is  a 
norm  in  modem  day  society,  with  many  issues  and 
needs  particular  to  singularity,  as  well  as  those  held  in 
common  with  coupled  folk. 

Often  the  church  is  unaware  that  it  is  not  user 
friendly  for  single  adults.  And  unaware  that  "single" 
is  an  intergenerational  descriptor,  spanning  the  post- 
school  through  post-retirement  ages.  Even  more 
sadly,  unaware  that  when  the  church  becomes  aware, 
it  is  first  about  theology,  and  then  about  program. 

In  a  large  urban  parish,  the  rector  was  informed 
that  the  church  was  discriminating  against  single 
people.  Shocked  by  an  accusation  from  a  generous 
pledger,  he  asked  the  basis  of  her  comment. 
"Whenever  there  is  an  event,  it's  advertised  as 
'Families  $10.00:  single  admission  $7.50."'  The 
rector  and  vestry  so  took  the  message  to  heart  that 
when  approached  by  Presbyterian  neighbors  to  co- 
sponsor  an  event  with  such  pricing,  the  leaders 
quickly  responded  that  they  could  only  do  it  if  there 
were  equality  in  ticket  costs. 

In  another  town,  a  single  female,  university 
professor  by  vocation,  told  a  senior  clergyperson  that 
she  simply  could  not  walk  in  the  rector's  forum  on 
Sunday  morning.  "Whatever  the  true  demographics," 
she  said,  "it  feels  intensely  coupled —  and  I  feel 
completely  out  of  place."  "Oh,  you  shouldn't  feel  that 
way!"  was  the  response.  "I  told  him  that  there  were 
no  shoulds  to  feelings  —  I  felt  what  I  felt.  And,  I 
added  that  if  clergy  knew  what  it  felt  like  to  the  un- 
married when  so  many  sermon  examples,  church 
bulletins  and  discussions  are  family-oriented,  or  use 
examples  from  married  life,  it  would  help." 

A  theology  concerning  single  adults  is  more  about 
the  passive  acceptance  in  churches.  It  is  a  theology  of 
inclusiveness  that  recognizes  that  intentionality  and 
special  ministry  are  important  to  many  different 
populations  and  personalities.  All  too  often  the  single 
adults  who  are  consulted  are,  by  virtue  of  outgoing 
personality,  security  of  position  and  familiarity, 
already  integrated  into  local  parishes  and 
organizations,  and  unaware  that  few  single 
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newcomers,  or  those  in  recovery  after  being  divorced 
or  widowed,  are  able  to  find  that  involvement 
without  special  entry  points  and  interests  relevant  to 
their  lives. 

"But  we  don't  believe  in  sub-group  ministries,"  is 
an  oft-heard  rationalization  offered  by  parishes.  Yet, 
left  to  their  own  devices,  people  group.  They  create 
sub-groups  or  mini-communities  of  their  own, 
because  it  is  easier  to  build  real  community  and 
caring  in  a  group  of  10-20  than  in  a  group  of  75-100. 
Sub-groups  are  a  fact  of  life,  and  a  fact  of  church  life. 
Youth  groups,  women's  groups,  men's  groups,  music 
groups,  Christian  education  groups  attest  to  the  fact. 
Statistics  point  to  a  major  sub-group  without 
intentional  ministry  in  the  Episcopal  Church  a  sub- 
group of  society  waiting  to  be  churched,  needing  a 
church  which  has  some  idea  how  to  look  at  what  it 
means  to  be  a  singular  Christian  in  a  coupled  world. 

Ministry  with  single  adults  must  become  a  norm 
for  the  Episcopal  Church  if  it  is  to  hope  to  speak  to  at 
least  half  of  the  population  of  the  United  States  in  the 
coming  years.  That  ministry  may  take  the  form  of  a 
diocesan,  cathedral  or  corporate  parish-based 
ministry  which  offers  its  resources  to  smaller,  local 
congregations  which  cannot  afford  a  special  staff 
position,  or  which  might  have  a  scattering  of  single 
adults  spanning  several  age  groups.  It  also  may  take 
the  form  of  awareness,  training  and  intentionality  on 
the  part  of  rector  and  staff,  who  attend  to  inclusive 
language  in  publications,  preachings  and  offerings; 
who  know  local  and  diocesan  resources  and 
make  them  known  to  newcomers. 

Ministry  with  single  adults  recognizes  that  the 
singular  state  is  a  normal  state.  Ministry  with  single 
adults  assures  that  a  newcomer  to  town  sifting 
through  the  religion  pages  of  a  newspaper  will  find 
singles'  Sunday  school  class  listed  alongside  youth 
group:  a  recently  divorced  man  or  woman  will  see 
resources  for  recovery  and  friendship  listed  in  the 
parish  bulletin:  a  27-year-old  seeking  guidance  for 
her  personal  and  spiritual  development  will  know 
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that  she  does  not  have  to  wait  until  married  or  middle- 
aged  for  prayer  and  discussion  on  issues  pertinent  to 
living  single  longer  than  any  other  "younger 
generation"  before  this  time. 

At  Boston's  Trinity  Church,  Copley  Square,  the 
Rev.  Dean  Wolfe's  staff  portfolio  includes  liaison 
with  Trinity  Spirit,  the  social-educational  group  for 
single  adults.  Each  Sunday  following  the  1 1  o'clock 
service,  persons  who  wind  their  way  down  the  steps 
to  coffee  hour  can  find  a  friendly  group  of  Trinity 
Spiriters  ready  to  welcome  them  to  the  next  event  — " 
or  perhaps  an  informal  brunch  at  a  nearby  restaurant 
when  the  coffee  hour  winds  down. 

Complaints  from  parishes  which  claim  to  have 
tried  single  adult  ministry  and  found  it  unsuccessful 
tend  to  center  around  turn-over  of  lay  leaders,  who 
may  bum  out,  get  married  or  be  transferred  from  the 
area.  Closer  exploration  may  reveal: 

•  Married  leaders  without  understanding  of  the 
issues; 

•  Need-based  lay  leadership  with  the  ultimate 
purpose  of  finding  a  date  or  mate; 

•  No  accountability  to  rector  and/or  staff, 

•  The  feel  of  a  separate  and  nonintegrated  social 
program; 

•  Lack  of  training  for  leaders;  and 

•  Lack  of  funding  in  the  church  budget. 
"Contrary  to  popular  opinion,  God  loves  singles, 

too." 

"The  Episcopal  Church  welcomes  you,"  the 
familiar  blue  and  white  sign  reads.  If  you  were  single 
or  suddenly  single  again,  would  you  experience  that 
welcome  in  the  parish  nearest  you? 

If  the  answer  is  no,  it's  time  to  act.  Roughly  one- 
half  of  the  population  of  the  United  States  over  the 
age  of  25  is  waiting  for  our  welcome,  in  God's  name. 

—  Kay  Collier-Slone  is  the  founder-director  of  Solo  Flight,  a 

ministry  serving  single  adults.  She  resides  in  Lexington,  Ky.  The 
article  was  reprinted  with  permission  from  The  Living  Church.  * 


From  the  Corners 

As  Cross  Current  rolled  across  the 
presses,  music  rolled  off  tongues  in  the 
Albemarle  Deanery  where  the  deanery 
music  festival  featured  Dr.  Horace  Boyer, 
editor  of  the  new  African  American 
Hymnal  Lift  Every  Voice  and  Sing  II.  The 
festival  was  held  October  3-5  at  St. 
Andrew's,  Nags  Head.  The  November 
Cross  Current  will  hold  more  news  of 
this  big  event. 


Members  of  the  Pamilico  Deanery 

are  busy  preparing  for  their  first  area 
confirmation  when  Bishop  Daniel  will 
visit  on  November  16  at  3:00  p.m.  St. 
George's,  Lake  Landing  in  Hyde  County, 
will  host  the  deanery  confirmation 
service.  The  deanery  is  holding  joint 
preparation  classes  for  confirmation  in 
the  home  parishes  of  the  confirmands. 
The  deanery  clergy  are  sharing  in  the 
instruction  for  the  classes  and  the  Rev. 
Gary  Fulton  is  preparing  a  deanery-wide 
confirmation  liturgy  for  the  service. 
Following  the  confirmation  service,  a 
meal  will  be  served  at  St.  George's  for 
the  worshippers  and  confirmands. 


The  Trinity  Deanery  held  a  fall 
meeting  at  St.  Cyprian's,  New  Bern,  on 
September  13.  They  heard  from  three 
applicants  for  Creative  Christian 
Stewardship  grants.  General  Convention 


Convention  Committee  Calls  on  Diocese 
to  Prepare  for  '97  Theme 


by  Augustine  Joseph 

".  .  .Behold  I  Make  All  Things  New.  ..." 

Revelations  21:5 

Newness,  renewal,  innovations,  creativity, 
spiritual  renaissance:  call  it  what  you  will,  the 
convention  committee  would  like  nothing  better  than 
to  have  the  congregations  of  the  diocese  start 
working  away  at  the  theme  of  convention  1998, 
"...Behold,  I  Make  All  Things  New...."  (Revelations 
21:5). 

As  in  previous  years,  the  convention  committee 
always  gives  prayerful  thought  and  reflection  in  the 
choice  of  its  theme.  It's  important  to  note  that  the 
committee  chose  its  topic  long  before  the  death  of 
Bishop  Sidney  Sanders. 

The  theme  should  not  be  interpreted  as  a  recent 
idea  referring  to  the  "changing  of  the  guard"  with  the 
assumption  of  the  new  leadership  of  Bishop  Daniel. 
There  is  far  more  spiritual  depth  involved  in  a  theme 
of  this  nature. 

Since  it  is  God's  word  to  His  church  and  it  is  God 
Himself  doing  the  "new  thing"  with  us  and  among 
us,  we  must  be  open  to  His  revelations  to  see  what 
He  is  saying  to  us  in  this  diocese,  individually  and 
corporately.  As  individuals  and  parishes,  we  must 
create  opportunities  for  increased  perception:  "See, 
the  former  things  have  taken  place,  and  new  things  I 
declare;  before  they  spring  into  being  1  announce 
them  to  you."  (Isaiah  42:9) 

Change  is  often  frightening,  yet  it  is  biblical. 
Conversion  is  about  change.  The  new  heaven 


and  new  earth  are  about  change.  Change  is 
inevitable.  But  as  Thoreau  said,  "Things  do  not 
change;  we  do." 

Obviously,  change  is  difficult,  but  not  impossible 
when  God  is  involved.  We  need  help  to  let  go  of 
ideas  and  things.  We  need  help  with  change. 

Abraham  Lincoln  told  of  an  incident  during  a 
hunting  expedition  that  bears  some  pertinence  here. 

Some  men  went  hunting  the  wild  boar,  he  said, 
but  the  boar  came  upon  them  unawares.  All  of  the 
hunters,  except  one,  had  time  to  scamper  up  nearby 
trees.  The  lone  figure  had  no  choice  but  to  grab  the 
boar  by  its  ears.  He  wrestled  with  the  animal  for 
awhile.  Being  overpowered,  he  shouted  to  his 
companions  above,  "Boys,  come  down  and  help  me 
let  go."  We,  too,  will  need  help  to  let  go  and  let  God. 

Consequently,  in  preparation  for  the  1 998 
diocesan  convention,  rectors,  priests-in-charge, 
deacons,  Bible  class  teachers  and  leaders  may  wish  to 
include  relevant  texts  in  their  reflections  on  the 
diocesan  convention.  Some  helpful  readings  are: 
Isaiah  42:9;  62:2;  65:1725;  66:22;  Jeremiah  31:3134; 
Matthew  9:17;  1  Corinthians  11:25;  2  Corinthians 
3:6;  Galatians  6: 1 5  and  Revelations  21:17. 

Admittedly,  the  vision  and  magnitude  of  the 
theme  is  far-reaching  in  scope,  and  could  bring  about 
improved  relationships  and  productivity  in  parishes, 
deaneries  and  the  diocese  as  a  whole. 

Where  the  Holy  Spirit  is  leading  us  in  this 
dynamic  theme,  on  the  verge  of  a  new  millennium, 
God  only  knows. 


DOCC  Training  Offered  at  Trinity  Center 


Disciples  of  Christ  in  Community  (DOCC)  is  an 
experience  in  Christian  community  and  learning. 
The  program  began  at  Trinity  Church,  New  Orleans, 
in  1975,  under  the  leadership  of  the  Rev.  John  Stone 
Jenkins.  The  program  is  now  under  the  direction  of 
the  University  of  the  South  School  of  Theology 
Education  Center. 

DOCC  provides  an  opportunity  for  participants 
to  experience  the  Christian  gospel  in  the  context  of 
the  late  20th  century  world.  It  is  centered  in  the 
experience  of  the  early  church,  as  described  in  Acts 
2:42:  "And  they  devoted  themselves  to  the  apostles' 
teaching  and  fellowship,  to  the  breaking  of  bread  and 
the  prayers." 

Modeled  after  the  early  church,  small  groups  of 
10-12  people  led  by  trained  facilitators  gather  after  a 
30-45  minute  presentation  to  discuss  the  significance 
of  the  presentation  for  their  lives.  In  an  accepting, 
caring  atmosphere,  group  members  can  grow  in 
awareness  of  the  purpose  and  potential  of  the  church 
and  discover  and  define  their  personal  ministry. 

The  specific  goals  of  DOCC  are  to  help 
individuals 

•"Experience  a  deeper  spiritual  life" 
•"Learn  the  basics  of  faith" 
•"Develop  a  greater  commitment 


to  Jesus  Christ" 
•"Experience  being  a  part  of  a  caring 

community" 
•"Feel  challenged  to  exercise  a  ministry 
appropriate  to  the  call  given  to  each" 
•"Learn  to  enhance  particular  skills,  such  as 
active  listening" 
DOCC  is  parish  based  and  requires  the  active 
support  and  commitment  of  the  clergy.  Laypersons 
as  well  as  clergy  are  asked  to  commit  to  attending  the 
program  for  25-26  weeks  usually  starting  in 
September.  New  parishes  can  begin  the  DOCC 
program  after  facilitators  and  clergy  have  participated 
in  a  training  conference. 

The  East  Coast  Regional  DOCC  Conference 
sponsored  by  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  will  be 
held  at  Trinity  Center,  Salter  Path,  N.C.  May  4-7, 
1998. 

The  Rev.  Bill  Trimble  will  be  the  Basic  DOCC 
Presenter.  Dr.  Julia  Moore  will  be  Presenter  for 
DOCC  II  (Ministry,  Power  and  Christ).  The  Rev.  Ted 
McNabb  will  be  the  Music  Leader  and  Co-Presenter 
for  Basic  DOCC. 

For  more  information  please  contact  St. 
Andrew's  on  the  Sound,  Wilmington,  N.C. 
910/256-3034. 
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Episcopal  Church  in  Puerto  Rico 
Celebrates  125th  Anniversary 


PUERTO  RICO —  With  "Bomba  y  Plena,"  a  local 
musical  tune,  hymns  and  joy,  More  than  2,300 
persons  filled  the  Frankie  Colon  Stadium  in  Ponce  on 
June  1,  1997.  The  crowd,  representing  all  the 
congregations  of  the  Diocese  of  Puerto  Rico,  gathered 
to  celebrate  125  years  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in 
Puerto  Rico. 

The  Episcopal  Church  began  in  Ponce,  Puerto 
Rico,  when  Holy  Trinity  Church  was  established. 
Holy  Trinity  was  the  first  non-Roman  Catholic  parish 
in  the  Spanish  territories  of  the  New  World. 

Bishop  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd  from  the  companion 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina  participated  in  the  service  as 
did  Bishop  Antonio  Ramos,  a  Puerto  Rican  and 
former  bishop  of  Costa  Rica,  and  Bishop  Francisco 
Reus  Froylan,  former  Bishop  of  Puerto  Rico.  Bishops 
from  Venezuela,  Guatemala,  Haiti,  Costa  Rica,  El 
Salvador  and  the  Lutheran  Church  in  Puerto  Rico  also 
attended.  Representatives  from  the  dioceses  of 
Missouri,  Western  New  York,  and  Connecticut  were 
present.  Enrique  Irizarry  and  Canon  Ricardo  Potter 
represented  the  Presiding  Bishop  of  ECUSA. 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  Governor  of 
Puerto  Rico,  the  Episcopal  Church  of  Spain,  Bishop 
Ervine  Swift  and  Archbishop  Orland  Lindsay  sent 
words  of  congratulations. 

The  great  celebration  started  with  a  procession  of 
125  children  carrying  signs  telling  about  important 
events  in  the  history  of  the  Diocese  of  Puerto  Rico. 
Then,  representatives  of  all  the  congregations, 
institutions  and  diocesan  programs  preceded  the 
clergy  and  bishops. 

In  his  homily,  Puerto  Rican  Bishop  David  Alvarez 


dealt  with  the  question:  "What  are  we  doing  here?" 
He  presented  a  historical  and  theological  analysis  of 
the  work  of  the  church,  stating:  "To  celebrate  125 
years  gives  us  a  sense  of  institutional  security  and 
maturity  that  we  are  not  a  transitory  community  and 
that  we  have  the  capacity  to  continue  our  mission  in 
the  Anglican  tradition  that  distinguishes  us  because 
we  are  of  this  country  and  for  this  country." 

The  bishop  emphasized  the  new  challenges  to  the 
ministry  of  the  church  in  the  renewal  of  the  spiritual 
life  of  every  parish  centered  upon  the  Eucharist, 
education  and  service,  as  well  as  the  pastoral  needs  of 
young  people  and  the  family. 

The  celebration  concluded  with  a  recognition  of 
more  that  500  persons  who  have  been  active 
members  in  the  church  for  50  years  or  more. 

Leaving  the  stadium,  all  hearts  were  full  with 
gratitude  to  God  and  joy  for  the  event  and  for  the 
witness  for  125  years. 


Historians  Examine  Shortage  of  Anglican 
Priests  in  Colonial  North  Carolina 


by  H.M.  Bell,  historiographer 

William  Tryon  came  to  North  Carolina  as 
lieutenant  governor  in  1 764.  He  had  agreed  to  serve 
for  one  year  while  the  75-year-old  Governor  Arthur 
Dobbs  took  a  leave  of  absence  in  England.  Before 
Governor  Dobbs  departed,  Tryon  embarked  on  a  trip 
with  a  visiting  British  officer.  Tryon  accompanied  the 
officer  from  Wilmington  to  New  Bern.  Before  they 
could  reach  New  Bern,  news  reached  them  that 
Governor  Dobbs  had  died  suddenly  in  Brunswick. 

Leaving  the  officer,  Tryon  hurried  back  to 
Wilmington,  only  to  arrive  too  late  for  the  funeral  and 
to  find  that  Dobb's  last  rites  had  not  been  performed 
by  an  Anglican  priest  but  by  a  "majestrate  of  peace." 
No  clergyman  had  been  available  to  read  the  burial 
service. 

William  Tryon  vowed  to  rectify  the  shortage  of 
Anglican  priests  during  his  tenure  as  governor.  How 
he  set  out  to  accomplish  his  goal  is  one  the  themes  of 
the  first  annual  meeting  of  church  historians  and 
others  interested  in  church  history.  The  meeting, 
sponsored  by  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  will  be 
held  at  Christ  Church,  New  Bern,  on  Saturday, 
November  8.  Dr.  Robert  Cain,  the  guest  speaker,  will 
deliver  a  talk  on  the  Church  of  England  in  the  Colony 
of  North  Carolina.  During  a  tour  of  Tryon  Palace 
following  lunch,  Cain,  will  interject  special  references 
to  Governor  William  Tyron's  strong  interest  in 
promoting  the  Anglican  Church. 

The  meeting  will  also  include  a  welcome  to  Christ 
Church  by  the  Rev.  Walton  Petit,  interim  rector;  a  tour 
of  Christ  Church;  and  a  report  on  archival  activities  at 


the  diocesan  office. 

Dr.  Cain,  head  of  the  Colonial  Records  Office  of 
the  N.C.  Division  Archives  and  History,  Department 
of  Cultural  Resources,  will  present  his  latest  research 
on  the  Church  of  England  and  the  Society  for  the 
Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts,  the 
missionary  society  of  the  Anglican  Church  in  the 
1700's. 

A  magna  cum  laude  graduate  of  Wake  Forest 
University,  Dr.  Cain  earned  two  graduate  degrees  in 
history  at  Duke  University.  He  has  taught  at  Wake 
Forest,  Duke  and  Arcadia  Universities. 

Cain  is  editor  of  four  previous  volumes  (1981, 
1984,  1988  and  1994)  of  the  Colonial  Records  of 
North  Carolina  and  he  is  presently  completing  two 
more  volumes.  He  has  also  published  articles  about 
the  State  of  North  Carolina's  British  Records 
Program.  A  native  of  Sampson  County,  Cain  is  an 
active  Presbyterian  layman.  He  and  his  wife, 
Barbara,  an  archivist,  reside  in  Raleigh. 

Registration  will  begin  at  9:30  a.m.  at  Christ 
Church.  The  meeting  is  not  limited  to  writers  of 
church  histories  or  Episcopalians  but  for  anyone 
interested  in  the  Anglican  Church  in  the  Colony  of 
North  Carolina.  Cost  of  the  program,  which  includes 
lunch  and  tour  of  Tryon  Palace,  is  $17.50 

For  further  information  on  the  program  and  a  list 
of  hotels  and  motels  in  New  Bern,  write  Cynthia 
Pollock,  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  Post  Office  Box 
1336,  Kinston  28503,  or  call  919-522-0885. 


From  the  Corners 

  (continued)  — — — —— 

deputies  David  Stoller  and  Jim  Cooke 
spoke  on  the  recent  General  Convention 
in  Philadelphia  and  Tricia  Phillips  spoke 
on  the  ECW  Triennial.  The 
representatives  enjoyed  a  wonderful 
surprise  lunch  prepared  by  St.  Cyprian's. 
The  next  meeting  will  be  on  October  25, 
again  at  St.  Cyprian's. 


The  Upper  Cape  Fear  Deanery  is 

hosting  a  pulpit  exchange  on  Sunday, 
November  2.  The  clergy  of  the  deanery 
will  draw  a  church  name  out  of  a  hat  to 
see  where  they  will  preach  that  day.  The 
deanery  is  also  busy  preparing  for  the 
diocesan  convention  to  be  held  in 
Fayetteville,  February  12-14.  A  local 
committee  is  handling  many  of  the 
convention  logistics. 


The  Lower  Cape  Fear  Deanery 

spent  time  at  their  last  meeting  talking 
about  racism  and  the  community's 
acknowledgment  of  the  Wilmington 
Riots  of  1898.  They  also  discussed 
hospital  ministry  as  a  deanery  ministry 
and  the  dream  of  a  nursing  home  or 
retirement  facility  in  their  area. 

Dean  Jane  Martin  told  the  executive 
council  of  the  diocese  that  the  deanery 
had  the  possibility  of  two  new 
congregations.  She  also  announced  that 
Providence  Home,  a  teen  emergency 
shelter  in  Southport,  had  received  a 
$28,500  UTO  grant  to  fund  the  salary 
for  a  house  parent.  The  ministry  was 
dedicated  on  September  28. 
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A  Sweet  Meditation 

A  book  review  by  Frank  Warren 

"...And  All  the  Rest  Are  Trifles" 

by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Frank  W.  Pisani 

Holy  Innocents  Church,  Moss  Hill,  NC,  Publisher 

301  N.  Caswell  Street,  LaGrange,  NC  28551 

$8.95  paperback 

The  Rev.  Frank  W.  Pisani,  retired  Episcopal  priest 
and  former  President  of  St.  Mary's  College  in  Raleigh, 
NC,  has  written  a  little  book  with  a  title  taken  from 
Queen  Elizabeth  I:  "Christianity  is  God's  revelation  of 
Himself  in  Jesus  Christ.  All  the  rest  are  trifles." 

If  you  are  looking  for  "a  quaint  and  curious  volume 
of  forgotten  lore"  (as  was,  apparently,  Mr.  Poe),  this  is 
not  the  book  for  you.  Instead,  Pisani,  perhaps 
paraphrasing  Yeats'  "The  Second  Coming"  has  created 
this  work  because  "I  feel  myself  part  of  a 
world.. .suffering  and  confused...  with  a  lack  of  center 
—  with  a  flabby  sense  of  morality... often  no 
morality. .reaching  back.. .to  a  kind  of  rigidity.. .not 
moral  but  moralistic." 

Frank  Pisani  calls  us,  instead,  to  understand  the 
love  of  God  "extravagantly  given,"  and  asks  us  to 
receive  it  "wondrously  and  joyfully,"  and  to  be  the 
hands  of  Jesus,  the  Lamb  slain  for  us,  performing  his 
work  of  love  in  the  world —  forsaking  the  trifles, 

"There  is  nothing,  absolutely  nothing,  that  can 
equal  that." 

The  book,  82  succinct  pages,  covers  the 
Incarnation,  Law  and  Ethics,  the  Crucifixion, 
Resurrection,  Pentecost,  the  nature  of  the  Church,  and 
its  tools.  The  chapter  on  the  church's  tools  generally 
follows  the  order  of  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer.  Here 
he  deals  with  Baptism,  the  Eucharist,  Confirmation, 


Marriage,  Reconciliation  (penance).  Healing  (visitation 
of  the  sick,  unction).  Ordination  and  the  Burial  Office. 

In  each  chapter  he  relates  stories  of  faith  and  eternal 
truth,  leading  readers  toward  a  simpler,  warmer 
understanding  of  our  Lord  God  and  his  fatherly  love  for 
us,  his  wayward  creation. 

In  the  chapter  on  the  Incarnation  he  writes,  "The 
Virgin  Birth  does  not  prove  the  incarnation.  The 
Incarnation  is  a  mighty  act  of  God  we  accept  by  faith. 
The  Virgin  Birth  is  a  way  of  describing  the  joining  of 
humanity  and  divinity." 

In  the  chapter  on  Pentecost  Pisani  tells  the  story  of  a 
young  man  with  AIDS  who,  in  the  context  of  his  life  on 
the  street,  cared  for  others  who  were  lame,  sick  and 
hurt.  He  calls  him  Joseph.  Joseph  came  to  know  a 
minister —  a  bishop —  who  befriended  him,  and  as 
Joseph  neared  death,  he  asked  his  friend  for 
Confirmation  and  Holy  Communion —  hesitantly, 
because  he  thought  himself,  as  a  homosexual,  to  be 
thoroughly  unworthy.  His  friend  made  arrangements 
—  but  death  was  fast  coming.  Joseph  slipped  into  a 
coma,  but  emerged  as  his  family  gathered.  He  told 
them  he  knew  what  a  disappointment  his  life  had  been. 
"His  father  took  him  in  his  arms  and  tearfully  told 
Joseph  he  loved  him." 

Again  Joseph  went  into  a  deep  coma. 

Pisani  wrote;  "A  couple  of  hours  later  Joseph 
opened  his  eyes.  They  were  clear,  alert,  shining. 
'Mom,  Dad,  Sis. ..I  have  come  from  heaven.  I  saw  Jesus 
and  I  talked  to  Him.  I  said  what  a  mess  my  life  had 
been  but  he  already  knew  that.  He  said  I  had  'done  unto 
the  least  of  these,  my  brothers,  and  he  spoke  no  word  of 
judgment.  Then  I  asked  if  I  could  come  and  tell  you, 


BOOK 


and  he  let  me.  I  am  fine!  Heaven  is  wonderful!" 

"In  a  few  minutes  he  died.  Or,  in  a  few  minutes  he 
lived." 

I  know  this  sounds  like  a  fantastic  story,  but  so  does 
the  work  of  Kubler-Ross.  In  my  own  experience  I 
recall  interviewing  an  old  gentleman,  nearing  100,  who 
told  me  "I  been  to  Heaven  four  times,  but  the  Lord  says, 
'Go  back,  now.  Not  yet.'  But  I'm  ready.  Lord,  I'm 
ready."  He  smiled  so  sweetly.  Who  could  not  believe 
him? 

Frank  Pisani  ends  his  book  with  these  words: 
"Hold  us  in  your  hand.  Lord.  You  alone  are  the  way, 
the  truth  and  the  life." 

So  much  of  what  we  read  today  seems,  in  the  words 
of  Thomas  A.  Kempis  to  be  "curious  things. ..void 
speakings,  idle  circuits,  vanities  and  hearing  of  tidings." 

Kempis  advises:  "...read  such  matters  that  rather 
give  compunction  than  occupation.. .(and)  thou  shalt 
find  time  sufficient  and  convenient  to  have  sweet 
meditations." 

This  is,  indeed,  a  sweet  meditation. 

—  Frank  Warren  lives  with  his  wife,  Sandra,  and  son,  Tom, 
in  Snow  Hill,  NC.  He  is  caretaker  of  St.  Barnabas  Church, 
an  historical  site. 


A  Prayer  Book  Buried  in  the  Budget 

by  Alicia  Alford 

Deep  within  most  church  budgets  lies  a  rarely  noticed  line  item  for 
purchasing  prayer  books.  These  are  not  the  prayer  books  tucked  in  the  back 
of  the  pews.  They  are  the  prayer  books  given  as  gifts  to  graduating  seniors 
each  spring. 

The  gift  is  almost  a  rite  of  passage.  It  welcomes  the  graduate  to 
adulthood.  It  lets  them  know  that  attending  church  is  their  choice,  not  their 
parents'.  It  places  God's  word  in  their  hands  to  use,  to  ignore,  to  hoard,  to 
share. 

When  Danielle,  a  college  freshman,  packed  her  belongings  for  school  she 
included  the  prayer  book  given  to  her  by  the  church  vestry.  At  school,  she 
befriended  a  girl  named  Amy,  a  Buddist.  Sometime  into  the  fall  term,  Amy 
began  a  research  paper  comparing  Buddism  and  Christianity.  Danielle  lent 
Amy  her  prayer  book  to  use  as  a  source  for  her  research.  The  cathecisms  in 
the  back  provided  an  excellent  resource  for  her  research. 

Later  that  school  year,  Danielle  mentioned  to  her  mother  in  a  phone 
conversation  that  she  and  Amy  had  gone  to  church  on  Sunday.  When 
Danielle's  mother  inquired  about  Amy's  Buddist  beliefs,  Danielle  responded 
that  Amy  is  leaning  toward  Christianity. 

The  day  after  I  heard  this  story,  a  woman  who  helps  care  for  my  children, 
asked  me  if  I  had  anything  with  a  copy  of  the  wedding  vows  in  it.  I  pulled 
out  my  prayer  book  to  give  to  her.  It  had  been  given  to  me  by  my  church 
vestry  when  I  graduated  from  high  school. 

I  was  glad  I  could  help  her.  Like  so  many  gifts  that  God  gives  us,  the 
prayer  book  means  so  much  more  when  it  is  shared. 

The  prayer  book  line  item  teaches  about  giving,  about  evangelism  and 
%bout  stewardship.  Like  so  many  line  items  in  the  budget,  it  brings  the 
mission  of  the  church  to  life. 


Holy  Trinity 
107  Deerfield  Road 
Hampstead,  NC 


EIGHTH  ANNUAL  ECW  BAZAAR 

Friday,  November  7 
4  pm 


lam 


/  A 


Saturday,  November  8 
10  am  -  2  pm 


Lunch  served  Friday  &  Saturday 
11:30  am -1:30  pm 

Assortment  of  hand-made  items,  perfect  for  gift-giving 
Or  personal  use  •  Homemade  baked  goods  -  cakes,  pies, 
jams,  jellies  and  frozen  foods  •  Drawing  for  applique 
jacket,  $1  per  chance  or  $5  for  6  chances  •  Raffle 
for  "English  Rose" pattern  hand-quilted  queen  size 
bedspread  with  scalloped  edge,  $2  per  chance 
or  $5  for  three  chances. 

riday  lunch  $5.50  for  chicken  salad  plate  with  hot  fruit, 
Zucchini  bread,  dessert  and  beverage. 

Saturday  lunch  $3.00  for  chili,  crackers  and  beverage. 


Cr*ss 

Current 

OCTOBER  1997 

QUIET  DAY 

at  Trinity  Center 


October  15,1997 
9  AM  -  3  PM 
Flo  Shedd,  OBJN,  Retreat  Leader 


On  Wednesday,  October  15,  the  Spiritual  Resources  Commission  of  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina  will  offer  a  fall  quiet  day.  Flo  Shedd,  OBJN,  will 
lead  meditations  on  "The  Analogies  of  Divine  Love." 

The  day  will  begin  in  the  Julian  Chapel  at  9:00  a.m.  The  schedule  will 
include  two  meditations,  Morning  and  Noonday  Prayer  and  a  closing 
Eucharist.  There  will  be  time  for  quiet  walks,  meditative  reading  and 
individual  prayer  and  spiritual  direction  will  be  available. 

Shedd,  the  retreat  leader,  is  known  to  many  in  the  diocese  through  her 
faithful  ministry  of  prayer  at  Trinity  Center's  Julian  Chapel.  Daily,  at 
Morning  Prayer,  she  offers  the  intercessions  of  those  who  have  visited  the 
Julian  Chapel  and  left  their  requests,  as  well  as  prayers  for  our  diocesan 
congregations  and  clergy,  our  companion  diocese  and  the  Anglican  Church 
throughout  the  world. 

Shedd's  leadership  in  the  Spiritual  Resources  Commission  has  helped 
establish  the  diocese's  growing  tradition  of  retreats  and  times  of  quiet 
prayer.  An  oblate  of  the  Order  of  Julian  of  Norwich,  she  has  long  hoped  for 
the  establishment  of  a  retreat  house  as  an  integral  part  of  the  ministry  of 
Trinity  Center  —  a  dream  that  is  coming  true  with  the  construction  of  the 
Pelican  House  on  the  Trinity  Center  grounds. 

The  quiet  day  registration  fee  of  $10  includes  lunch.  You  may  register 
by  calling  Trinity  Center  at  919/247-5600.  There  are  a  few  rooms  set  aside 
for  those  who  wish  to  come  the  night  before.  To  reserve  a  room  contact 
Jacque  Mason  at  Trinity  Center. 
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OFFERING 

in  Our  Diocese  and  Beyond 


Calendar 

Organ  recital  by  Richard  Rhonda,  choirmaster/ 
organist  at  St.  Andrews-on-the-Sound,  Wilmington, 
5  p.m.  For  more  information  call  910/256-3034. 

Music  at  Christ  Church,  New  Bern,  performed  by 
Barry  Bauguess  in  a  program  of  modern  trumpet 
music,  at  4  p.m. 

Third  Sunday  Evensong,  church  of  the  Servant, 
Wilmington,  5:30  p.m.  For  more  information 
call  910/395-0616. 

A  Weekend  with  Alice  Parker  at  Watts  Street 
Baptist  Church  in  Durham,  examining  her  composi- 
tions and  arrangements  as  well  as  discovering  how 
to  encourage  congregations  to  sing.  For  more 
information  call  919/688-1366. 

Fridays  at  St.  James,  Wilmington,  with  Douglas 
B.  Leightenheimer  performing  pyro-gymnastics 
on  the  organ  for  your  amusement  and  entertainment  at 
12:10  p.m.  with  lunch  at  12:40  p.m.  For  luncheon 
reservations  call  910/763-1628. 

All  Hallow's  Eve  organ  concert  played  by  the 
phantoms  of  the  opera,  at  St.  Paul's,  Greenville, 
at  11:30  p.m.  This  concert  will  be  followed  by  the 
liturgy  of  All  Saints  Day,  November  1,  12:30  a.m. 

Liturgy  Day  with  Dr.  Marion  Hatchett,  sponsored 
by  the  Liturgical  Commission  of  the  diocese,  held  at 
St.  Mary's,  Kinston. 

All  Saints'  Day  Observance  at  St.  James',  Wilming- 
ton with  Franz  Schubert  Mass  in  G  for  choir  and 
orchestra  and  with  Puccini's  "requiem",  at  7:30  p.m. 

Third  Sunday  Evensong  with  Schola  Cantorum 

at  Church  of  the  Servant,  Wilmington,  5:30  p.m. 

Carmina  Burana,  performed  by  the  Wilmington 
Choral  Society  in  Roland  Grise  Auditorium  at  8:00 
p.m.  Admission  $9  for  adults  and  $7  for  seniors/ 
students.  For  more  information  call  910/458-5164. 

Abendmusik  I:  music  for  flute  and  guitar —  a 

lullaby  to  the  last  day  of  the  church  year;  with 
Christine  Gustafson  and  Elliot  Frank  in  a  concert 
of  music  for  flute  and  guitar;  St.  Paul's, 
Greenville,  at  5  p.m. 

An  Advent  Service  of  Lessons  and  Carols,  with 
Schola  Cantorum  at  St.  Francis,  Goldsboro,  5:00  p.m. 
For  more  information  call  919/735-9845. 


The  Joint  Commission  on  Liturgy  and  Music  sponsors  this  ongoing  calendar  of 
musical  offerings  available  to  all  in  our  diocese  and  beyond.  If  you  would  like 
to  have  events  in  your  parish  listed,  please  send  them  to  Mrs.  Betsy  Overton, 
Rt.  1,  Box  254,  Aulander,  NC  27805.  The  calendar  will  be  updated  with  each 
edition  of  Cross  Current. 
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Letters  to  the 


Sept,  12,  1997 

To:      Cross  Current 

From:  Pickett  Miles 

Re:      Big,  Helpful  Extended  Family 

Dear  Editor, 

Em  the  rector  of  St.  Martin's  Episcopal  Church  in  Williamsburg,  Virginia, 
and  also  the  father  of  two  grown  daughters,  one  of  whom  called  the  other  night 
vj  ith  concern  and  need. 

A  couple  of  her  college  friends,  now  married,  began  vacationing  near 
Wilmington,  NC  two  weeks  ago.  The  woman  was  six  months  pregnant.  For 
reasons  Em  still  not  clear  about,  the  baby  was  born  September  3,  weighing  1:11 
lbs.  These  people  are  from  Richmond,  Virginia  and  will  not  be  able  to  return 
home  for  quite  some  time. 

Through  a  parishioner  at  St.  Martin's  whose  parents  live  in  New  Bern,  NC,  I 
was  put  in  touch  with  Vera  Hayes  who,  along  with  the  help  of  Charlie 
vonRosenberg  and  the  good  people  of  St.  James',  Wilmington  began  reaching  out 
to  this  stranded  and  frightened  young  family. 

I  don't  know  Vera.  I  don't  know  Charlie.  I  don't  even  know  the  young 
couple.  But  I  do  know  that  several  Episcopal  Christians  in  your  area  are 
ministering  to  people  in  need.  And  I  further  know  that  we  are  a  better  people  of 
God  because  of  their  ministry. 

I  hope  you  will  publish  this  letter  so  the  people  of  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina  can  celebrate  and  give  thanks  for  yet  another  example  of  our  church  at 
work.  Isn't  it  interesting  that  the  epistle  of  James  for  the  past  couple  of  Sundays 
has  been  teaching  about  faith  as  works  in  the  name  of  Jesus? 

On  behalf  of  my  daughter  and  all  the  parishioners  at  St.  Martin's,  I  express 
my  heart  felt  thanks. 


Sincerely, 

J.  Pickett  Miles,  Jr. 


^Kg  Parish 

vrtn-ups 


MORNING  PRAYER 


^1 


Dear  Lord: 


So  far  today,  God,  I've  done  ail  right. 

I  have  not  gossiped,  lost  my  temper,  been  greedy,  grumpy, 

nasty,  selfish  or  overindulgent. 

I'm  really  glad  about  that. 

But  in  a  few  minutes,  God, 

I'm  going  to  have  to  get  out  of  bed, 

and  from  then  on  I'm  going  to  need  a  lot  of  help. 

—  reprinted  from  the  newspaper  of  the  Diocese  of  Washington. 

Parish  Pin-ups  is  a  regular  feature  of  Cross  Current.  Scan  your  church  bulletin  boards, 
bulletins  and  newsletters  and  submit  your  pin-ups  to  the  editor. 


Diocesan 


Calendar 


October 

Christ  Church,  Elizabeth  City,  Parish  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  10-12 

Elderhostel  Sampler  12-13 

Clergy  Conference,  Trinity  Center  13-14 
Department  of  Congregations  &  Development, 

St.  Mary's,  Kinston,  1 0:30  a.m.  1 5 

Clergy  Salary  Study,  St.  Mary's,  Kinston,  2:00  p.m.  15 

Quiet  Day,  Trinity  Center  1 5 

Prison  Superintendents'  Retreat  15-17 

Happening  Staff  Meeting,  Trinity  Center  16 

Foundation  Board,  St.  Mary's,  Kinston,  10:00  a.m.  17 

St.  Thomas',  Bath,  Vestry  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  17-18 

Happening  #30,  Trinity  Center  17-19 

David  Stout's  Ordination  to  Priesthood  1 8 

Episcopal  Consultative  Committee  Banquet  18 
Missionary  Outreach  Department  Meeting, 

Diocesan  House,  10  a.m.  21 

St.  Andrew's,  Nags  Head,  Parish  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  24-26 

Deadline  for  Registering  for  the  Training  for  the  Prevention  ^ 

of  Sexual  Misconduct  Workshop 
New  Beginnings  Board  Meeting,  Diocesan  House, 

11  a.m.  -  1  p.m.,  Staff  Meeting  1  -  3  p.m. 
Trinity  Deanery  Meeting,  St.  Cyprian's,  New  Bern 
Standing  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  1 1  a.m. 
Creative  Christian  Stewardship  Grant  Committee, 

Diocesan  House,  10  a.m. 
Senior  Diocesan  Youth  Event,  Trinity  Center 


November 

Liturgy  Day,  St.  Mary's,  Kinston 
Needs  &  Goals  Conference,  Trinity  Center 
LARC  Conference,  Trinity  Center  Jfk 
Cursillo  #57,  Trinity  Center 
Deanery  Evaluation  Committee,  St.  Augustine's, 

Kinston,  9  a.m.  Jm 
Training  for  the  Prevention  of  Sexual  Misconduct, 

St.  Mary's,  Kinston,  9  a.m.  8 
Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry,  Diocesan  House,  10  a.m. 

Meeting  of  the  Deans,  Diocesan  House,  10  a.m.  14 

New  Beginnings  #20,  Trinity  Center  14-16 

St.  Anne's,  Jacksonville,  Parish  Retreat  15-16 

Albemarle  Deanery  Meeting,  St.  Paul's,  Edenton  16 

Pamlico  Deanery  Confirmation,  4  p.m.  16 

Province  IV  Youth  Ministry  Network  20-23 

Executive  Council,  St.  Mary's,  Kinston,  9:30  p.m.  21 

Trinity  Board  Meeting,  Trinity  Center,  10  a.m.  25 

Diocesan  Office  Closed  for  Thanksgiving  27-28 

Elderhostel  30-12/5 
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Growing  in  the  Mix:  Increasing  Diversity  at  Camp  Trinity 


by  Alicia  Alford 

"Camp  Trinity  is  not  reflecting  the  entire  body 
of  the  diocese.  The  Camp  Board  is  aware  of  this. 
We  have  struggled  with  it  and  we  have  prayed  over 
it." 

Thus  began  the  Rev.  Bob  Banse,  chair  of  the 
Camp  Committee,  when  he  opened  the  September 
1 5  meeting  of  the  Camp  Committee. 

Seeking  to  address  the  lack  of  diversity  among 
Camp  Trinity's  staff  and  campers,  Banse  and  Camp 
Trinity  Director  Carol  Taylor  called  a  special 
meeting  of  the  Camp  Committee  and  other 
influential  diocesan  leaders,  both  black  and  white. 

The  goal  of  the  meeting  was  to  get  concerns  on 
the  floor,  to  talk  frankly  about  them,  and  to  discuss 
ways  to  address  them. 

Angela  Best-Tillman,  member  of  St.  Mark's, 
Wilmington,  broke  the  ice  for  honest  discourse 
when  she  read  a  poignant  letter  from  her  daughter 
about  an  incident  in  which  the  daughter  felt 
excluded.  The  Rev.  Tom  Chaffee  also  shared  a 
letter  from  a  camper.  The  camper,  whom  St. 
Thomas',  Winsdor,  had  sponsored,  raved  about  her 
experience  and  asked  if  she  could  return  next  year. 

In  just  a  few  moments,  the  meeting's  attendees 
had  sensed  both  the  wonder  and  frustrations  of 
camp.  The  letters  provided  an  awareness  of  both 
the  need  to  provide  opportunities  for  our  young 
people  of  all  races  and  backgrounds  and  our  need 
to  provide  sensitivity  to  our  differences. 

With  these  two  letters  serving  as  a  backdrop, 
the  group  proceeded  to  examine  the  problems  that 
need  to  be  overcome  to  recruit  more  minorities, 
specifically  blacks,  to  Camp  Trinity. 

Lack  of  Connectedness  and  Communication 

Deacon  Vera  Hayes,  who  was  instrumental  in 
the  decision  to  create  one  camp  and  conference 
center,  explained  that  one  reason  for  the  decision  to 
open  one  camp  at  a  central  location,  was  to  provide 
a  center  for  the  diocese.  The  planners  felt  that 


children  would  have  a 
better  camping 
experience  if  they 
were  centered  in  one 
place.  Unable  to 
continue  to  support  the 
two  camping  programs 
(one  at  Camp  Leach 
and  one  at  Camp 
Oceanside)  the  diocese 
closed  the  two  camps 
and  opted  for  a  better 
opportunity  for  the 
children. 

Ironically, 
according  to  those 
gathered  at  the 
meeting,  many  of  the 
black  members  of  the 
diocese  don't  feel  a 
connectedness  to 
Camp  Trinity.  Lack  of 


Campers  enjoy  a  day  at  the  beach  during  1997  Camp  Trinity. 


communication  was  one  cause  cited  as  contributing 
to  the  problem.  Some  present  were  not  aware  that  the 
counselor-in-training  (CIT)  program  continues  at 
Camp  Trinity.  Others  responded  that  they  did  not 
receive  Cross  Current  where  camp  employment  and 
application  notices  are  posted. 

Miltrene  Ellis,  member  of  St.  Joseph's, 
Fayetteville,  felt  that  the  lack  of  communication  was 
not  on  Camp  Trinity's  part,  but  because  churches  did 
not  disseminate  the  information  on  camp  and  the 
diocesan  youth  programs.  "We  have  to  absorb  some 
of  this  responsibility,"  stated  Ellis. 

Suggestions  were  made  to  appoint  parish 
contacts  to  help  identify  potential  staff  members  and 
campers  within  the  local  church  community.  Jan 
Fairley,  member  of  St.  Philip's,  Southport,  explained 
how  St.  Philip's  assigns  someone  to  follw-up  on 
each  church  application,  making  sure  that  campers 
have  transportation  to  camp,  etc.  The  church  also 


offers  camp  scholarships  in  exchange  for  community 
service  work  performed.  Another  person  reported  that 
their  church  helps  children  by  providing  free  camp 
physicals  from  parish  doctors. 

One  attendee  suggested  the  possibility  of  a 
children's  Trinity  Day  to  give  children  an  opportunity 
to  see  what  Trinity  Center  and  camp  are  all  about. 
Others  suggested  camp  days  with  a  video  in  parishes 
or  deaneries. 

Competition  for  teens '  time 

Jo  Parrott,  member  of  St.  Mary's,  Kinston, 
expressed  concern  over  our  young  people's 
competing  options  for  the  summer  months.  Some 
children  have  to  choose  between  specialized  camps, 
sports  camps,  governor's  school,  better  paying  jobs, 
etc.  Because  of  the  competing  demands  and  options, 
some  young  people  are  not  prepared  to  commit  to 

ljl  "Diversity  at  Camp  Trinity"  con't  on  page  4 


From  the 


Bishop 


You  are  loved  and  you  are  not  alone 

A  Pastoral  letter  on  Sexuality 


Dear  friends  in  Christ, 

I  write  to  you  on  this  eve  of  All  Saints  Day  as 
your  Bishop,  chief  pastor  and  co-worker  in  the 
ministry  of  proclaiming  the  Good  News  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  the  reconciling  love  of  God  entrusted  to  us 
by  the  One  who  loved  us  enough  to  die  for  us.  To 
Him  who  became  one  of  us  in  our  frailty  and 
mortality  so  that  we  might  become  like  Him  in  His 
glory  and  eternal  life,  may  the  praise  and 
thanksgiving  of  all  the  saints  in  heaven  and  on  earth 
ascend  like  clouds  of  incense  for  ever  and  ever. 

"In  responding  to  the  call  to  become  saints,"  one 
writer  notes,  "we  join  a  colorful  company,  but  not  a 
perfect  one."  Each  succeeding  generation  of 
Christians  has  faced  different  challenges  as  this 
earthen  vessel  we  call  the  church  militant  struggles  to 
bear  witness  to  the  weight  of  the  redeeming  love  of 
God  in  the  midst  of  a  broken,  sinful  and  often 
confusing  world.  As  they  encountered  the  world  in 
their  own  day,  most  of  the  earliest  saints  were 
apostles  and  many  were  martyrs;  many  of  the 
medieval  saints  were  royalty  or  mystics;  many  of  the 
nineteenth  century  saints  were  missionaries;  many  of 
the  newer  figures  on  the  calendar  of  commemoration 
reflect  the  struggle  for  human  dignity  and  freedom 
that  has  been  the  hallmark  of  our  century.  Perhaps 
the  saint  I  most  admire  and  yearn  to  be  like  is 
Chione,  an  otherwise  unknown  peasant  woman  of  the 
4th  century,  who  is  remembered  only  for  the 
inscription  on  her  tombstone:  "Here  rests  the  blessed 
Chione  who  has  seen  Jerusalem,  for  she  prayed 
much."  May  it  be  so  for  us. 

Today,  we  who  are  God's  saints,  called  to  be 
God's  holy  ones  in  this  age,  are  also  called  to  meet 
the  hopes  and  struggles  unique  to  our  own  time.  In 
this  century,  our  call  has  been  to  proclaim  the  Good 
News  of  Jesus  Christ  in  the  midst  of  so  much  that 
distorts,  debilitates  and  injures  in  human  life: 
prejudice,  human  dignity  denied,  genocide  and  mass 
destruction  on  a  scale  unknown  before  in  human 
history.  The  record  of  our  response  as  the  church  to 
the  challenges  of  this  century  has  been  a  mixed  and 
imperfect  one.  We  have  struggled  with  racism  in 
sometimes  life-giving  and  in  other  times  shameful 
ways.  We  have  sometimes  ignored  the  poor,  the 
oppressed  and  the  marginalized  in  our  midst  and  at 
other  times  have  given  of  ourselves  in  sacrificial  and 
life-giving  ways.  We  have  at  times  championed 
justice  and  at  other  times  perpetuated  injustice. 
There  is  room  in  our  life  and  history  as  a  church  both 
for  celebration  and  repentance.  We,  the  church,  are 
both  an  imperfect  company  of  those  called  to 
sainthood,  and  at  once  the  holy  folk  of  God.  We 
know  both  the  incompleteness  of  our  proclamation 
and  the  holiness  of  our  calling  to  live  out  our  witness 
to  God's  redeeming  and  reconciling  love. 

There  has  been  much  in  the  life  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  in  the  last  few  years  that  has  disturbed  and 
divided  us.  Many  of  these  issues  have  centered 
around  matters  of  sexual  orientation 
and  behavior,  ordination  and  relationships.  In  regard 


to  these  matters,  I  now  share  with  you  as  your 
Bishop,  shepherd  and  friend,  the  understandings  to 
which  I  have  come  under  the  guidance 
of  the  Holy  Spirit.   I  share  my  prayerful  thoughts 
with  you  as  a  way  to  further  the  conversation  to 
which  I  believe  we  have  been  called  by  God  to 
continue  in  faithfulness  and  prayer  as  we  seek  the 
guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

We  have  not  in  this  church  come  to  a  consensus 
concerning  matters  relating  to  sexuality.  I  am  clear 
that  the  conversation  must  continue  if  we  are  to  be 
faithful  to  God's  call  and  if  we  truly  seek  the 
guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  for  us  all.  In  the  midst  of 
this  conversation,  I  am  committed  to  giving  each 
voice  its  fair  place  at  the  table  of  fellowship  and 
discernment.,,  I  am  committed  to  hearing  each  voice 
with  the  understanding  that  it  seeks  to  speak  with 
integrity  out  of  love  of  God,  love  of  church  and  an 
honest  openness  to  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in 
hearing  the  voices  of  its  neighbors.  To  say  that  any 
one  voice  has  the  whole  of  the  truth  to  the  exclusion 
of  others  who  love  the  Lord  equally  well,  denies  the 
action  of  the  Spirit  and  leads  only  to  mistrust, 
division  and  fragmentation,  which  are  clearly  not  the 
fruits  of  the  Spirit. 

First,  I  must  say  what  I  believe  regarding  matters 
of  human  sexuality.  I  believe  that  sex  is  a  gift  from 
God.  I  believe  that  the  Christian  norm  for  human 
sexuality  is  found  in  the  lifelong,  monogamous 
relationship  between  husband  and  wife.  For 
unmarried  persons,  sexual  abstinence  is  the  Christian 
norm,  and  some  may  be  called  to  celibacy  as  a 
vocation. 

Second,  I  am  persuaded  that  sexual  orientation  is 
a  given  part  of  one's  being.  None  of  us  has  control 
over  or  elects  our  sexual  orientation,  though  each  of 
us  does  have  control  over  our  sexual  behavior.  In 
any  event,  sexual  behavior  that  is  abusive, 
exploitative,  predatory  or  promiscuous  is  a  distortion 
of  human  sexuality,  dehumanizing  and  sinful. 

In  regards  to  sexuality  and  ordination:  Ordination 
is  a  gift  to  the  church  and  the  discernment  of  a  call  to 
ordination  belongs  not  just  to  the  bishop  but  to  the 
whole' community  of  the  faithful.  It  is  the 
responsibility  of  the  bishop,  along  with  parish  clergy, 
vestry,  elected  and  appointed  representatives  of  the 
diocese  (Commission  on  Ministry,  Standing 
Committee,  lay  committee,  seminary  faculty, 
physicians  and  psychiatrists)  to  discern  both  the 
fitness  of  an  individual  for  ordination  and  the 
existence  of  a  call  to  ordination. 

In  our  tradition,  no  individual  call  to  ordination  is 
ascertained  until  it  has  been  affirmed  by  the  lay  and 
clerical,  appointed  and  elected  representatives  of  the 
diocese,  and  the  bishop.  The  bishop  is  not  a  free 
agent  in  the  ordination  process  and  can  ordain  no  one 
without  the  canonical  consent  and  agreement  of 
parish  and  diocese.  But  the  bishop  is  also  not  just 
one  voice  among  others.  The  bishop  has  a  specific 
task  in  the  ordination  process  and  a  great 
responsibility.  It  is  my  task,  as  your  bishop,  to  look 
deeply  into  the  heart  of  anyone  called  to  ordination. 


If  I  see  anything  there  that  I  believe  will  hurt  this 
diocese  or  church,  it  is  my  responsibility  to  say  no. 
Likewise,  if  I  see  what  the  representatives  of  parish 
and  diocese  have  seen,  and  am  in  agreement,  then, 
and  only  then,  can  I  give  my  consent  to  ordination. 

Regarding  the  blessing  of  same-sex  unions:  My 
position  is  that  until  such  time  as  the  General 
Convention  of  this  church  may  authorize  such 
blessings  and  devises  liturgical  forms  for  the  same,  I 
cannot  give  my  consent  for  any  clergyperson  in  this 
diocese  to  officiate  at  such  an  occasion. 

The  blessing  of  same-sex  unions  is  not  to  be 
confused  with  the  sacrament  of  Christian  marriage, 
which  involves  a  man  and  a  woman  in  a  covenantal, 
lifelong  and  monogamous  relationship  blessed  by  the 
church. 

In  all  of  this,  several  thing's  are  clear  to  me. 

1 .  All  human  beings  are  equally  loved  by  God, 
and  in  accord  with  our  baptismal  Covenant, 
are  to  be  accorded  equal  dignity  and  justice  as 
beloved  children  of  God. 

2.  Any  actions  and  responses  of  this  diocese  and 
its  bishop  must  be  rooted  in  caring  equally  for 
and  in  pastoral  and  loving  ways  to  all  people. 

3.  There  cannot  be  room  among  us  for  prejudice, 
hatred,  and  mean-spiritedness  toward  any 
human  being,  else  we  violate  our  Baptismal 
Covenant. 

4.  Each  human  being  is  created  in  God's  image, 
and  as  such,  is  deserving  of  being  treated  as  a 
unique  individual  rather  than  marginalized  or 
devalued  as  part  of  a  general  category  or 
class. 

5.  It  is  not  in  the  spirit  of  Christ  to  deny 
fellowship  or  membership  in  the  church  to 
anyone  who,  with  a  sincere  desire  to  seek  out 
God  in  our  midst  of  this  community  of  faith, 
is  desirous  of  them. 

Our  Baptismal  call  is  to  love  one  another  as  God 
loves  us,  and  to  live  that  out  in  word  and  deed. 

Pray  that  we  will  continue  the  conversation  and 
struggles  about  issues  of  our  day  and  age  which  we 
are  called  to  address.  Pray  that  we  will  continue  our 
searching  with  humility  of  spirit;  with  knowledge  of 
our  own  need  for  repentance;  and  with  confidence  in 
God's  loving  will,  purposes  and  intentions  for  this 
church,  for  all  humanity  and  for  each  individual. 
Pray,  brothers  and  sisters  ...  we  who  are  both  sinners 
and  redeemed  by  God  .  .  .  pray  that  God,  who  never 
abandons  us  individually  or  as  the  church,  may  give 
us  the  strength  and  courage  to  proclaim —  in  concert 
with  the  great  company  of  saints  in  heaven  and  on 
earth  —  to  every  human  being  the  great  Good  News 
of  our  Lord  Jesus:  You  are  loved,  and  you  are  not 
alone. 


Faithfully, 

Clifton  Daniel,  3rd 
Bishop  of  East  Carolina 
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Somos  amados,  y  no  somos  solos: 
Una  carta  del  Obispo 


traducio  por  Dorothy  Hodder 

Queridos  Amigos  en  Cristo, 

Les  escribo  en  visperas  de  la  fiesta  de  Todos 
Santos,  reflejando  que  cada  generacion  de 
santos  ha  encontrado  sus  varios  obstaculos.  En 
cada  epoca,  la  iglesia  militante  ha  trabajado 
para  atestiguar  al  amor  redentivo  de  Dios  en 
medio  de  un  mundo  quebrado,  pecador,  y 
confundido. 

Hoy  dia,  nosotros  los  santos  de  Dios 
estamos  llamados  a  confrontar  los  obstaculos  y 
las  preguntas  de  nuestro  propio  tiempo  La 
iglesia  Episcopal  ha  sido  estorbada  y  dividida 
en  anos  recientes  por  preguntas  acerca  de  la 
sexualidad  y  de  la  ordinacion  al  ministerio. 
Quiero  compartirles,  como  su  obispo,  pastor,  y 
amigo,  lo  que  el  Espiritu  Santo  me  ha  dado  a 
entender  de  estos  asuntos. 

Como  iglesia,  no  estamos  de  acuerdo  sobre 
todos  los  asuntos  de  la  sexualidad.  Hasta  que 
llegamos  a  este  acuerdo,  creo  que  Dios  nos 
llama  a  continuar  la  conversacion  el  uno  con  el 
otro,  buscando  juntos  la  direccion  del  Espiritu 
Santo.  Prometo  que  vamos  a  escuchar  a  cada 
voz  que  se  alza  en  esta  conversacion,  en  el 
amor  de  Dios  y  de  la  iglesia. 

Creo  que  la  sexualidad  es  un  don  de  Dios. 
Creo  que  la  norma  cristiana  para  la  sexualidad 
humana  se  encuentra  en  las  relaciones 
monogamas  entre  hombre  y  mujer,  casados  para 
toda  la  vida.  Abstinencia  es  la  regla  cristiana 
para  personas  solteras,  y  algunos  tienen  la 
vocacion  de  ser  celibes. 

Estoy  persuadido  que  la  sexualidad  es  parte 
del  ser  humano.  Ninguno  de  nosotros  puede 
escoger  nuestra  sexualidad,  pero  cada  uno  de 
nosotros  puede  controlar  nuestras  acciones. 
Acciones  abusivas,  explotativas,  o  promiscuos 
deformen  la  sexualidad  de  la  persona,  y  son 
pecados. 

Sobre  la  ordinacion  al  ministerio,  creo  que 
es  un  don  a  la  iglesia,  y  el  discernimiento  de  la 
llamada  a  la  ordinacion  es  una  obra  de  la 
comunidad  de  fe.  Es  la  responsabilidad  del 
obispo,  con  los  clerigos  del  parroquia,  la  junta 
parroquial,  y  miembros  elegidos  del  diocesis,  de 
discernir  si  una  persona  esta  llamada  y 
preparada  para  la  ordinacion. 

El  obispo  no  puede  ordinar  ninguna  persona 
sin  el  acuerdo  de  la  parroquia  y  el  diocesis.  La 
obra  del  obispo  es  conocer  el  corazon  de  la 
persona  que  busca  la  ordinacion.  Si  veo  en  el 
cualquier  cosa  que  me  parece  danosa  a  la 
iglesia,  es  mi  responsabilidad  rehusar  a  ordinar 
esta  persona.  Si  estoy  de  acuerdo  con  los 
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representantes  de  la  parroquia  y  del  diocesis 
acerca  de  llamada  de  esta  persona,  luego  puedo 
consentir  a  su  ordinacion. 

Mi  position  sobre  la  bendicion  de  la  union 
de  personas  del  mismo  sexo  es  la  siguiente: 
hasta  que  la  Convention  General  de  la  Iglesia 
Episcopal  autoriza  tales  bendiciones,  y  escribe 
sus  formas  liturgicas,  no  puedo  dar  mi  permiso 
a  ningiin  clerigo  en  este  diocesis  para  oficiarlo. 
La  bendicion  de  la  union  de  personas  del 
mismo  sexo  no  se  debe  confundir  con  el 
sacramento  de  matrimonio  cristiano. 

Varios  asuntos  son  claros: 

1.  Todos  seres  humanos  son  amados 
igualmente  de  Dios,  y  segun  nuestro 
Pacto  de  Bautismo  merecen  ser 
tratados  con  justicia  y  dignidad, 
como  hijos  amados  de  Dios. 

2.  Las  acciones  y  respuestas  del 
diocesis  y  del  obispo  deben  mostrar 
igual  amor  pastoral  a  todas  gentes. 

3.  No  hay  lugar  en  la  iglesia  de  Dios 
para  prejuicio,  odio,  o  mezquindad 
contra  ningun  ser  humano,  segun 
nuestro  Pacto  de  Bautismo. 

4.  Cada  ser  humano  es  creado  en  el 
imagen  de  Dios,  y  como  tal,  merece 
ser  tratado  como  individuo. 

5.  El  Espiritu  de  Cristo  no  niega 
entrada  en  la  iglesia  a  ninguno  que 
sinceramente  busca  a  Dios  a  traves 
de  la  comunidad  de  fe. 

Nuestro  Pacto  de  Bautismo  nos  llama  a 
amar  el  uno  al  otro  como  Dios  nos  ama  a  cada 
uno,  y  a  mostrar  este  amor  en  dicho  y  hecho. 

Oremos  a  Dios  que  podremos  continuar 
nuestra  conversacion  sobre  las  preguntas  de 
nuestro  dia  y  epoca.  Oremos  que  seguimos 
buscando  la  voluntad  de  nuestro  Dios  para  su 
iglesia  y  para  toda  la  humanidad,  con  humildad, 
con  arrepentimiento,  y  con  confianza. 

Oremos,  hermanos  y  hermanas,  porque 
todos  somos  pecadores  y  todos  somos 
redimidos  por  Dios.  Oremos  que  Dios  nuestro 
Senor,  quien  nunca  nos  abandone,  nos  de 
fuerzas  y  valor  para  proclamar,  con  todos  los 
santos  en  el  cielo  y  en  la  tierra,  las  buenas 
nuevas  de  nuestro  Senor  Jesus:  que  somos 
amados  y  que  no  estamos  solos. 


Fielmente, 
Clifton  Daniel,  3rd 
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summer  plans  in  March  when  the  staff  application 
process  concludes. 

Carol  Taylor  explained  that  in  November  and 
December  she  circulates  notices  of  the  staff  positions 
open  for  the  upcoming  camp  season.  January  3 1  is  the 
deadline  for  staff  applications  to  be  returned  to  the 
diocesan  office.  Taylor  informed  the  group  that  she 
generally  receives  15-20  more  applications  than  there 
are  positions.  During  a  six  week  period  in  February 
and  March,  Taylor  interviews  applicants,  often 
driving  to  campuses  for  the  interview. 

Many  teenagers  cannot  make  the  financial 
sacrifice  to  work  at  camp  because  of  the  meager 
wages  offered.  Staff  members  earn  $  1 ,200  for  a  10 
week  contract.  Some  college  scholarships  are  tied  to 
money  earned  during  the  summer  months. 

It  is  also  difficult  to  market  a  ministry  to  young 
people  who  are  bombarded  daily  with 
commercialism.  The  challenge  is  to  help  young 
people  and  parents  see  Camp  Trinity  as  an 
opportunity  among  all  the  other  choices. 

To  accomplish  this,  Vera  Hayes  suggested  an 
endowment  fund  for  staff  development  that  could  be 
used  to  help  increase  staff  salaries.  Carolyn  Jackson, 
member  of  St.  John's,  Edenton,  suggested  looking 
beyond  Episcopalians  to  serve  as  counselors.  Sheila 
Walker,  member  of  St.  Andrew's,  Goldsboro, 
suggested  that  contacts  for  potential  staff  members 
could  be  made  through  the  Canterbury  Clubs  on  the 


campuses  of  black  colleges  in  North  Carolina.  Other 
suggestions  included  asking  camp  staff  for 
recommendations  on  campers  to  serve  as  CIT's. 

Perhaps  the  most  moving  suggestion  came  from 
the  Rev.  Victor  Fredrickson,  Rector  of  St.  Paul's, 
Wilmington.  Fredrickson  told  of  his  work  in  the 
1 970s  with  Christ  Church  Camp,  an  inner-city  camp 
in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  The  camp  was  a  program  of 
cultural  integration  that  aimed  to  bring  diversity 
together  to  break  down  some  of  the  prejudices  and 
barriers  that  the  children  had  already  experienced. 

Fredrickson  recruited  counselors  and  staff  at 
camp  days  held  on  college  campuses.  He  realized  that 
he  couldn't  compete  with  ritzy  camps  with  higher 
salaries.  To  attract  interest,  he  put  the  name  of  the 
camp  in  Greek  and  also  had  a  minority  student  join 
him  at  the  table  to  help  tell  about  the  camp.  He  then 
appealed  to  the  idealism  of  college  students,  by 
explaining  that  by  being  a  counselor  they  were 
making  an  impact  on  the  society  they  were  entering. 

Campers  had  to  be  recruited  as  well,  because  as 
Fredrickson  explained,  "Kids  didn't  know  they  had 
entrance  into  camp  because  in  a  lot  of  other  areas  in 
their  lives  they  didn't  have  a  door." 

Free  clinics  were  set  up  so  that  campers  could 
receive  free  physicals.  The  camp  brochure  clearly 
stated  the  mission  of  the  camp. 

"We  were  not  just  recreational,"  stated 
Fredrickson,  "but  re-create-tional." 


Growing  in  the  mix 

Being  clear  and  intentional  about  the  mission  of 
Camp  Trinity  was  at  the  heart  of  the  meeting's 
discussion.  Many  of  those  present  expressed  how 
much  all  of  us  in  the  diocese  have  to  offer  and  teach 
each  other.  One  place  for  this  to  start  is  in  the 
camping  program. 

Citing  the  openness  and  dialogue  of  the  meeting, 
Caronell  Chestnut,  member  of  St.  Mark's, 
Wilmington,  and  co-founder  of  Camp  Oceanside, 
said,  "I  really  feel  good  about  the  meeting.  It  made 
those  gathered  more  conscience  of  the  situation  and 
as  a  result  we  are  going  to  see  some  changes." 

Those  present  felt  strongly  that  all  the  members  of 
the  diocese  -  black,  white,  Hispanic  and  others  -  have 
customs  and  traditions  to  share. 

During  the  course  of  the  meeting  Miltrene  Ellis 
told  the  story  of  some  black  children  at  a  diocesan 
youth  event  who  did  not  join  in  the  games.  "It  wasn't 
that  they  didn't  want  to  play,"  she  explained,  "they 
just  didn't  know  the  games.  It  is  just  like  the  line 
dance.  They  know  the  dance,  they  just  dance  it  to 
different  music." 

"We  need  to  exchange  some  cultural  ideas  with 
our  counter  parts,"  she  continued.  "We  all  grow  in  the 
mix." 


Looking  Ahead  to  Summer:  Camp  Trinity  1998 


Although  the  cool  autumn  weather  is  just  settling  in,  it  is  already  time  to  think 
ahead  to  the  warm  summer  days  of  Camp  Trinity  1998.  Below  is  the  1998  Camp 
Trinity  schedule,  as  well  as  opportunities  for  staff  and  volunteer  positions.  Camp 
brochures  will  be  mailed  in  mid-January,  so  keep  your  eye  out  for  them. 

1998  Camp  Trinity  Schedule 


Session 

Davs/Nights 

Dates 

Rising  Grades 

Explorers  I 

7/6 

May  30-June  5 

7-9 

Senior  High 

6/5 

June  7-12 

10-12 

Discoverers  I 

7/6 

June  14-20 

3-5 

Adventurers 

5/4 

June  22-26 

all  ages 

Explorers  II 

8/7 

June  29-July  6 

7-9 

Discoverers  II 

7/6 

July  8-14 

4-6 

Explorers  III 

7/6 

July  16-22 

6-8 

Discoverers  III 

7/6 

July  25-31 

4-6 

Discoverers  IV 

7/6 

August  28 

4-6 

Opportunities  at  Camp  Trinity 
Camp  Trinity  Staff 

Positions  open:  program  coordinator,  activities  coordinator,  music  coordinator,  arts 
and  crafts  coordinator,  waterfront  staff  (water  safety  instructors  and  lifeguards), 


and  counselors.  Applications  for  these 
positions  are  due  by  January  31,1 998. 
Nurses  are  also  needed  to  staff  the 
camp  during  the  summer.  The  summer 
season  begins  May  23  and  ends  August 
9.  Persons  applying  must  be  available 
for  this  time  frame. 

(  ounselor-in- Training  (CIT) 

Volunteer  staff  positions  are  available  for  rising  1 1th  and  12th  graders. 
Counselors-in-Training  (CITs)  will  serve  for  one  session  of  camp  during  the 
summer.  The  fee  is  one  half  of  camp  tuition  costs. 

Adventurers  Camp 

Volunteers  are  needed  to  serve  as  companions  and  counselors  for  campers  with 
mental  and  physical  disabilities  at  this  session.  Applicants  must  be  1 1th  or  12th 
graders,  college  students,  or  adults. 

Applications  for  all  positions  are  available  by  writing  Carol  Taylor,  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina,  P.O.  Box  1336,  Kinston,  NC  28503  or  you  may  call  Carol  for  more 
information  at  919/522-0885. 


Resolutions  —  Convention's  Means  to  Voice  Concerns  and  Initiate  Action 


by  Lucy  Talbott 

One  of  the  major  joys  of  the  diocesan  convention 
is  an  opportunity  for  delegates  to  discuss  topics 
important  to  the  life  of  the  Church.  The  particular 
topics  for  resolutions  come  from  sources  such  as 
experience  in  local  congregations,  the  general  theme 
of  the  convention,  or  the  bishop's  and  other  speakers 
addresses. 

Resolutions  are  a  way  in  which  the  convention 
voices  its  concerns  and  hoped-for  actions. 
Resolutions  are  generally  of  two  kinds:  those  which 
give  thanks  for  the  ministries  of  leaders  in  the  diocese, 
and  those  which  address  particular  concerns.  In  either 
case,  resolutions  serve  well  to  educate  us  about 
ministries  and  concerns  with  which  we  may  not  be 
familiar.  Consequently,  they  bring  the  diverse 
resources  and  knowledge  of  the  larger  diocesan 
family  to  the  service  of  congregational 
representatives,  widening  our  horizons. 


Resolutions  presented  to  convention  serve  the 
Church  best  when  they  promote  dialogue  on  issues, 
not  a  "we/they"  division.  In  order  to  facilitate  that 
process,  it  is  very  important  that  resolutions  be  sent  to 
the  convention  secretary  by  the  sponsors  (who  must 
be  delegates)  prior  to  the  pre-convention  deanery 
meetings.  Resolutions  thus  submitted  will  be 
discussed  at  the  pre-convention  deanery  meetings. 

The  resolutions  will  also  be  referred  to  an 
appropriate  dialogue  session  on  Thursday  afternoon 
at  the  convention.  It  is  expected  that  the  sponsors  of 
the  resolution  will  address  their  resolution  at  that 
time.  All  resolutions  must  be  submitted  to  Jane 
Wynne  at  the  diocesan  office  by  December  31,  1997, 
so  that  they  can  be  printed  in  the  convention 
workbook,  thereby  allowing  delegates  the 
opportunity  to  think  and  pray  about  them. 

Resolutions  may  also  be  inspired  by  the 


Convention's  discussions  on  Thursday  or  other  events 
and  must  be  prepared  by  1 :00  p.m.  on  Friday  of  the 
convention.  These  and  any  other  matters  arising  after 
Dec.  3 1  of  the  previous  year  must  be  sponsored  by  at 
least  ten  delegates  representing  at  least  three  parishes. 
The  deadline  on  Friday  allows  time  for  convention  to 
discuss  the  resolutions  in  hearings,  seek  consensus 
where  possible,  and  accomplish  the  work  of  typing 
and  reproducing  before  Saturday  morning. 

Resolutions  must  be  sponsored  by  delegates. 
Consequently,  delegates  are  encouraged  to  invite  their 
parishioners'  concerns  early  and  prepare  resolutions 
accordingly.  A  Christian  education  session  could  well 
be  given  to  this.  Examples  of  resolutions  can  be 
found  in  the  workbooks  and  journals  from  prior  years. 

—  The  Rev.  Lucy  B.  Talbott  is  the  Resolutions  Committee  Chair 
pro  tern  and  Rector  of  St.  Paul  s  in  the  Pine 's,  Fayetteville. 
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Dean  of  Canterbury  Shares  Vision  of  Residential  Learning  Center 


by  Ed  Butler 

St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church  of  Beaufort  was 
graced  last  weekend  with  a  visit  by  the  Very  Rev.  John 
A.  Simpson,  Dean  of  Canterbury  Cathedral,  England, 
the  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel  3rd,  Bishop  of  East 
Carolina,  and  other  Anglican  clergy  and  laity  who 
came  to  the  historic  coastal  church  for  the  ordination 
of  David  Alan  Stout  to  the  Sacred  Order  of  Priests. 

A  visit  to  a  rural  church  like  St.  Paul's  by  a  high- 
ranking  official  of  the  Church  of  England  is  rare 
indeed,  but  Dean  Simpson  had  befriended  the  new 
priest  when  Stout,  as  a  student  of  the  Divinity  School 
of  Duke  University,  undertook  Anglican  studies  at 
Canterbury  Cathedral,  England. 

Before  preaching  at  Eucharist  on  Sunday 
morning,  Dean  Simpson  addressed  a  gathering  of 
parishioners  on  church  matters,  including  an  update 
on  what  he  called  his  "vision"  to  create  a  residential 
learning  center  at  Canterbury,  England. 

By  way  of  background,  Dean  Simpson  recalled 
that  for  the  past  four  decades  there  has  been  a 
commitment  to  build  an  educational  center  at 
Canterbury  where  Anglicans  the  world  over  could 
come  to  learn  more  about  their  faith  and  "therefore 
have  greater  ease  in  interpreting  themselves  to 
others." 

Upon  becoming  Dean,  Simpson  said  he  wanted 
the  center  built  by  1997,  to  coincide  with  the 
celebration  of  the  1 ,400th  anniversary  of  the  Christian 
religion  in  England.  Unfortunately,  delays  ensued  and 
the  center  won't  be  completed  until  Easter  of  1 999,  at 
a  cost  of  5  million  pounds. 

The  center  will  serve  the  more  than  two  million 
people  who  visit  Canterbury  Cathedral  yearly.  It  will 
feature  audio-visual  theaters  capable  of  operating  in 
different  languages  simultaneously,  project  rooms  for 
the  20,000  students  who  yearly  come  for  special  work 
linked  to  the  National  Curriculum,  a  lecture  theater 
and  exhibitionaries. 

"But  over  the  last  1 0  years,"  he  continued,  "I  had 
this  other  vision —  I'm  not  afraid  to  call  it  a  vision 
—  a  vision  of  a  residential  center  associated  with  this 
education  block  where  people  can  come  from  all  over 
the  world,  get  a  course  on  Anglicanism  and  help 
discover  their  roots." 

The  need  for  a  residential  center  associated  with 
the  learning  center  became  clear  at  the  1988  Lambeth 
Conference.  Held  every  10  years  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  invites  Anglican  bishops  from  all  over  the 
world  to  the  Lambeth  Conference  for  discussions  at 
Canterbury  Cathedral,  the  Mother  Church  of  the 
World  Wide  Anglican  Communion. 

It  became  apparent  at  that  conference  a  decade 
ago,  he  explained,  that  changes  which  swept  Great 
Britain  and  the  Church  of  England  in  the  tumultuous 
1 960s  had  resulted  in  the  loss  of  contact  and 
familiarity  that  had  formerly  characterized  Anglican 
leaders  from  disparate  parts  of  the  globe.  Until  its 
1968  closing,  St.  Augustine's  College  was  the  central 
college  of  the  Anglican  Communion  where  those  with 
potential  for  church  leadership  roles  were  sent  to 
study. 

"At  the  1988  Lambeth  Conference,  600  bishops 
came  and  it  was  discovered  that  hardly  any  of  the 
bishops  knew  each  other.  For  the  first  week  of  the 
three-week  conference  we  got  them  into  small  groups 
to  talk  to  each  other  and  get  to  know  each  other  so  that 
they  trusted  each  other  during  the  rest  of  the 
conference  and  could  speak  openly  about  issues 
facing  the  whole  community,"  Simpson  said. 

"St.  Augustine's  was  closed,"  Simpson  continued, 
"not  for  financial  reasons  but  for  purely  doctrinaire 
reasons."  In  the  1960s,  the  collapse  of  the  British 
Empire  resulted  in  the  feeling  that  Mother  England 
should  let  these  new  nations  stand  on  their  own  two 


feet,  train  their  own  leadership 
and  discover  themselves. 

"This  idea  spread  into  the 
Church,  and  the  then- 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
Michael  Ramsey,  closed  St. 
Augustine's.  The  feeling  was 
that  Anglican  churches 
throughout  the  world  could  train 
their  own  leadership,  stand  on 
their  own  feet  and  be  fully  self- 
supportive." 

The  effect  of  that  1968 
closing  of  St.  Augustine's  was 
not  felt  1 0  years  hence  at  the 
1978  Lambeth  Conference, 
because  all  participants  had  been 
through  the  St.  Augustine 
courses,  but  the  harm  became 
apparent  a  decade  later  at  the 
1988  Lambeth  Conference. 

"By  then,  the  whole  loss  of 
the  college  began  to  be 

appreciated,"  Simpson  said,  referring  to  the  absence 
of  familiarity  and  openness  among  church  leaders 
who  had  not  had  the  St.  Augustine  bonding 
experience. 

Concerned  over  the  loss  of  the  St.  Augustine's 
residential  courses,  Dean  Simpson  met  with  Dennis 
Campbell,  then  dean  of  Duke  Divinity  School. 
Campbell  reported  that  a  lot  of  Anglicans  had  begun 
going  to  Duke  for  religious  courses,  and  this  fostered 
the  idea  of  building  a  residential  center  at  Canterbury 
to  complement  the  learning  center. 

Campbell  suggested  the  creation  of  a  course  on 
Anglicanism  at  Canterbury,  attached  to  King's 
College,  of  which  Simpson  is  charter.  This  was  done, 
with  good  success  over  the  past  five  or  six  years, 
Simpson  said. 

Thus  emerged  the  drive  for  a  residential  center  at 
Canterbury.  The  cornerstone  for  the  building  will  be 


co  g 


Newly  ordained  David  Stout  (left)  with  the  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd, 
the  Very  Rev.  John  Simpson,  and  the  Rev.  Matt  Stockard. 


laid  in  1999,  with  the  project  set  for  completion  by  the 
end  of  2000. 

"All  this  demands  money,"  Simpson  reminded  St. 
Paul's  parishioners.  "At  the  moment,  we  have 
sufficient  funds  for  the  first  phase  and  are  raising 
money  for  the  second  phase,  about  three  million 
pounds,"  he  said. 

"Seeking  to  raise  money  for  this  is  not  just 
creating  a  building.  I  am  very  careful  in  all  the 
publicity  about  this  to  speak  of  creating  an 
educational  foundation.  I  want  enough  to  invest  and 
provide  scholarships  for  participants  from  Third 
World  nations,  who  are  very  poor  and  need 
scholarships,"  Simpson  said. 

The  poverty  of  Third  World  Anglican  churches  is 
such  that  the  costs  of  next  year's  Lambeth  Conference 
must  be  borne  entirely  by  Great  Britain,  Australia, 
Canada  and  the  United  States,  he  concluded. 

—  Ed  Butler  writes  for  the  Carteret  County  News-Times. 


Consulting  Firms  Address  Retirement 
Facility  Feasibility  Committee 


by  Lillian  Bland 

The  Retirement  Facility  Feasibility 
Committee  met  on  October  8,  1997,  at  St.  Mary's 
in  Kinston.  The  main  item  on  the  agenda  was  the 
presentation  of  services  offered  by  two  different 
consulting/developing  groups.  In  the  morning 
Mr.  Alexander  Ewing  of  U.  S.  Retirement 
Communities,  a  firm  based  in  Media,  PA, 
outlined  the  procedures  his  company  uses  to 
develop  plans,  build  the  structure,  occupy  and 
manage  the  home.  After  lunch  Ms.  Karen 
Montgomery  and  Mr.  David  Ratchford  of 
Spectrum,  consultants  located  in  Gastonia,  NC, 
presented  the  plan  their  group  follows  to  develop 


retirement  communities. 

The  two  presenters  evoked  much  discussion 
and  questioning  from  the  committee.  The 
committee  realizes  ever  more  clearly  what  a  big 
undertaking  the  development  of  a  retirement 
community  is  and  that  we  must  proceed  cautiously 
and  carefully  toward  the  best  solution  for  our 
Diocese. 

In  the  hope  of  learning  more  about  the  wishes 
and  needs  of  our  people,  the  committee  is  sending 
a  questionnaire  to  every  church  in  the  Diocese. 
Lay  persons  in  each  church  will  keep  the 
congregations  informed  about  this. 


[ 


Congratulations  to  Nancy  Broadwell,  member  of  Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville,  for  her 
appointment  by  the  Presiding  Bishop  to  the  Standing  Commission  on  World  Mission. 
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Church  of  the  Advent  Celebrates  Twenty-Five  Years  with  Rector 


by  Kit  Reddick 

September  21  was  a  day  for  the  people  of  the 
Church  of  the  Advent  in  Williamston.  They  gathered 
to  offer  their  talents  and  gifts  in  celebration  and 
thanksgiving. 

The  occasion  was  the  usual  opening  of  Sunday 
School  following  the  summer  hiatus.  But  this  time 
the  opening  was  a  bit  different,  for  it  also  served  as  an 
opportunity  for  the  parish  family  to  celebrate  twenty- 
five  years  of  shared  ministry  and  parish  life  with  the 
Rev.  James  (Jim)  R.  Horton  and  his  wife,  Lucy. 

For  such  an  occasion,  parishioners  offered 
musical,  artistic  and  culinary  talents  and  shared  the 
gifts  of  fellowship,  memories,  tributes,  and  laughter 
inspired  by  friendship  and  good  will. 

Final  preparations  for  the  event  began  on 
Saturday  afternoon  when  the  parish  children  gathered 
in  the  parish  house  under  the  direction  of  Adele  Dees 
and  Sue  Westervelt,  Christian  Education  Commission 
members.  The  children  baked  communion  bread  and 
learned  a  new  song.  Using  their  handprints  and,  in 
the  case  of  infants,  footprints,  to  design  a  cross,  they 
created  a  children's  chasuble  as  a  gift  for  Horton. 

On  Sunday,  a  special  church  bulletin  featured  the 
children's  artwork.  An  original  drawing  by  one  of 
the  younger  parishioner  adorned  the  cover. 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd,  celebrated  Holy 
Eucharist.  During  the  service  the  children  vested  Mr. 
Horton  in  his  new  chasuble. 

Bishop  Daniel  began  his  sermon  by  noting  that  he 
was  not  at  the  Church  of  the  Advent  on  an  official 
visit  but,  instead,  to  show  honor  and  respect  to 
Horton  for  his  twenty-five  years  of  ministry  at  the 
Church  of  the  Advent,  making  Horton  the  senior 
clergy  in  the  diocese. 

As  the  service  progressed,  both  the  parish 
children  and  the  Adult  Choir  sang  special  anthems 


and  the  children  offered  their  homemade  communion 
bread  wrapped  in  a  new  bread  cloth  cross-stitched  for 
the  occassion  by  a  parishioner.  The  parish  family  had 
also  given  the  altar  flowers  in  honor  of  and  in 
thanksgiving  for  both  Jim  and  Lucy. 

After  the  service,  the  parishioners  gathered  in  the 
parish  house  for  a  covered  dish  luncheon  arranged  by 
Fellowship  Commission  member  Frankie  Biggs. 

There,  in  front  of  family  and  friends  of  Jim  and 
Lucy,  parishioner  Bill  Webb  emceed  an  offering  of 
tributes  from  members  of  the  parish  family.  The 
affair  began  with  a  musical  roast  written  and 
performed  by  Christine  Chesson  and  Adele  Dees. 
Members  of  the  diocesan  singing  group  Schola 
Cantorum,  Christine  and  Adele  took  their  inspiration 
for  the  music  of  their  "silly  little  ditty"  from  one  of 
the  plainsong  settings  used  by  Schola.  Their  effort 
brought  forth  gales  of  laughter  from  the  audience. 

The  laughter  continued  on  as  others  added  their 
own  warm,  humorous  memories  of  parish  life  with 
Jim  and  Lucy  as  well  as  tributes  to  their  leadership  in 
the  parish,  community,  and  diocese. 

The  emcee  presented  Mr.  Horton  with  a  scroll 
proclaiming  that  needlepoint  kneelers  —  for  the 
bishop's  chair,  the  priest's  chair,  and  an  acolyte  chair 

—  had  been  commissioned  in  his  honor. 
Following  closing  remarks  from  Horton,  emcee 

Bill  Webb  issued  a  challenge.  Noting  that  there  has 
been  one  priest  in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  who 
served  for  fifty  years,  Bill  expressed  hope  that  one 
day  the  parish  family  of  the  Church  of  the  Advent 
might  celebrate  fifty  years  of  shared  ministry  with  the 
Hortons. 

—  Kit  Reddick  is  a  member  of  Church  of  the  Advent  and  editor 
of  their  church  newsletter  The  Advent  Advisor. 


The  Rev.  Jim  Horton  displays  the  back  of  the  children  s 
chasuble  presented  to  him  by  the  parish  children. 
Handprints  and  footprints  form  a  cross  on  the  back. 


Cursillistas  Meet  Holy  Spirit  Again  for  the  First  Time 

by  Mary  Vars 


Seventy-three  Cursillistas  from  all  over  the 
diocese  gathered  at  Trinity  Center  on  Oct.  25  to 
celebrate  the  40th  Anniversary  of  Cursillo. 

On  Friday  night  and  Saturday  morning  the  Rev. 
King  Cole,  Rector  of  St.  Andrew's,  Morehead  City, 
led  sessions  entitled,  "Who  Are  You,  Holy  Spirit?" 
and  "What  Have  You  To  Do  With  Me?".  He 
pointed  out  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  the  life  of  God; 
that  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  to  reveal  to  us 
the  person  of  Jesus  Christ;  and  that  only  through 
the  Holy  Spirit  do  we  come  to  know  Jesus.  He 
spoke  at  length  about  spiritual  gifts,  saying  that 
they  are  given  to  us  to  use,  not  to  have.  He  made 
the  point  that  we  ourselves  belong  to  Jesus  and  that 
we  own  nothing —  all  that  we  are  and  have 
belongs  to  Jesus. 

On  Saturday,  Cole  had  the  Cursillistas 
"flapping"  the  pages  of  the  Bible  (music  to  God's 
ears)  between  passages  in  the  Old  and  New  Testa- 
ments. He  explained  how  the  Holy  Spirit  of  the 
two  Testaments  is  the  same  yet  different.  In  the 
Old  Testament,  the  Holy  Spirit  came  for  a  task  and 
then  went  away.  In  the  New  Testament,  the  Holy 
Spirit  descended  on  Jesus  and  remained  with  him 
and  on  us.  Continuing,  Cole  said  that  in  the  one- 
time event  of  baptism  the  process  of  receiving  the 
Holy  Spirit  is  begun. 

On  Sunday  morning  before  Eucharist,  the  Rev. 

-*  


Dick  Warner,  Rector  of  St.  James  the  Fisherman. 
Shallotte,  offered  a  final  session  on  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Centering  on  "God  in  Community,"  Warner  began 
by  stating  that  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit  comes  and 
dwells  in  us  so  that  we  might  use  that  gift,  through 
His  will,  to  evangelize  the  world.  Warner  added 
that  by  ourselves  we  are  powerless.  He  stated, 
"Lord,  I  will  never  'get  it  right,'  but  help  me  to 
continue  to  try." 

Warner  said  that  just  as  God  chose  12  apostles, 
He  did  not  call  us  each  individually  but  in 
community —  and  not  because  of  anything  we 
have  or  have  done,  but  just  because  we  are  His. 

"We  are  empowered  not  as  individuals  but  as 
the  community  of  faith  to  reconcile  the  world  to 
God  and  be  faithful  to  His  word  —  to  grow  in  love 
—  to  bring  the  faithful  together —  always  seeking 
to  bring  people  to  the  Church,  "  stated  Warner. 

Warner  emphasized  the  fact  that  schism  breaks 
the  heart  of  God  and  that  we  break  the  heart  of  God 
when  we  break  community  with  each  other. 
Finally,  referencing  the  story  of  Jesus  walking  on 
the  water  and  Peter  stepping  out  of  the  boat  and 
walking  toward  Him  until  he  took  his  eyes  off 
Jesus  and  began  to  sink,  Warner  stated  that  we,  too, 
can  "walk  on  the  water."  We  must  hold  to  the  Word 
of  God  in  love  and  step  out  of  the  boat  like  Peter. 

As  is  usual  at  Cursillo  activities,  there  was  an 
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abundance  of  joyful  singing,  no  lack  of  delicious 
dining  delights,  and  skits.  Each  of  the  five 
Ultreyas  or  geographical  areas  represented  at 
Cursillo  weekends,  presented  a  skit  on  Saturday 
night.  The  subjects  of  the  skits  were  1)  The  Seven 
Spiritual  Works  of  Mercy,  2)  The  Seven  Corporal 
Works  of  Mercy,  3)  The  Seven  Godly  Virtues,  4) 
Ways  of  Sharing  in  the  Sins  of  Others,  and  5) 
Seven  Stages  of  Sin.  Despite  the  serious  nature  of 
the  subjects,  the  skits  were  the  source  of  laughter, 
amusement,  raised  eyebrows,  boos,  and  just  plain 
fun.  For  example,  pfiesteria  raised  its  ugly  head 
and  Gilbert  and  Sullivan  (on  guitar  yet!)  was  sung 
to  new  lyrics. 

Other  activities  included  making  static  displays 
of  Cursillo  for  diocesan  Ultreya  use  and 
completing  a  Cursillo  banner  for  the  diocesan 
house  and  conventions.  The  highlight  of  Saturday 
evening  was  a  presentation  of  music  sung  by  Barry 
Langston  from  St.  Andrew's,  Morehead  City, 
accompanying  himself  on  keyboard  and  assisted  by 
Leonard  Barrington  on  drums.  With  words  and 
music  displayed  on  an  overhead  projector  everyone 
joined  in  the  singing,  which  created  a  perfect  lead- 
in  to  Compline. 

There  was  no  doubt  that  the  Holy  Spirit  had 
indeed  filled  the  hearts  of  73  tired  Cursillistas  by 
Sunday  afternoon. 


NOVEMBER  1997 


Acolytes  from  Shallotte  and  Nags  Head  Process  at  National  Cathedral 


Acolytes,  clergy  and  sponsors  from  St.  James 
the  Fisherman,  Shallotte,  and  St.  Andrew's  by-the 
Sea,  Nags  Head,  held  their  congregation's  banner 
high  as  they  processed  down  the  center  aisle  of  the 
Washington  National  Cathedral,  during  the 
eighteenth  annual  acolyte  festival  held  on  Saturday, 
October  1 1.  Representing  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina,  they  joined  more  than  2,000  acolytes  and 
leaders  from  nearly  every  state  in  the  nation  and 
some  from  Brazil,  Spain,  Mexico  and  North  Africa. 

The  festival  is  sponsored  each  year  by  the 
Diocese  of  Washington's  Commission  on  Liturgy 
and  Music.  Robert  Blanchard,  Carey  Britton,  Beth 
Britton,  Lauren  Schwab,  and  Michael  Richardson, 
were  attending  acolytes  from  St.  James  the 
Fisherman. 

From  St.  Andrew's  by-the  Sea,  Stephen  Ball, 
Andrew  Ball,  Lewis  Ball,  David  Buckalew,  Carey 
Foster,  Mark  Gill,  Kathryn  Godfrey,  Jess  Godfrey, 
Hannah  Godfrey,  John  Michael  Hayman,  Joshua 
Hazelwood,  Dillon  Silver,  Duncan  Silver,  Mimi 
Silver,  Creecy  Silver,  Courtney  Straub,  John 
Woolard,  Elizabeth  Burton,  Leah  Porter  and  Walker 
Jordan  attended. 

"This  year  was  our  largest  turnout  ever,  almost 
double  the  number  of  young  people  who  came  last 
year,"  said  the  Rev.  John  Ball,  chair  of  the  Diocese 


of  Washington's  commission  on  liturgy  and  music 
and  organizer  of  the  festival. 

"Every  year,"  Ball  continued,  "these  young 
people  go  back  to  their  home  churches  all  across 
the  country  telling  parishioners  and  other  youth 
about  their  experiences.  And  each  year,  more 
acolytes  show  up." 

The  day  long  festival  begins  with  a  Festival 
Eucharist  led  off  with  a  procession  of  all  2,300 
acolytes,  their  church  banners  and  processional 
crosses,  torches  and  thuribles.  The  Rt.  Rev. 
Ronald  H.  Haines,  Bishop  of  Washington  was  the 
celebrant.  The  Very  Rev.  Nathan  D.  Baxter,  Dean 
of  the  Cathedral  officiated  a  rededication  ceremony 
of  all  acolytes.  Homilists  David  Nance,  one  of  the 
Cathedral's  seven  acolytes,  and  Ginny  Lee,  from 
the  Parish  of  the  Holy  Communion,  Glendale 
Springs,  North  Carolina,  joined  Ball  reflecting  on 
their  ministries  as  acolytes  and  how  this  service 
deepens  their  relationship  with  God. 

During  the  afternoon,  a  series  of  workshops 
was  held  throughout  the  Cathedral  on  subjects  such 
as  the  role  of  the  thurifer;  the  history  of  acolyte 
ministry  and  the  role  of  the  Server;  and  the 
intricacies  of  making  and  being  in  liturgical 
processions. 

"All  these  young  people  come  away  from  this 


Alcolytes  from  St.  Andrew 's-by-the-Sea  and  St.  James 
the  Fisherman  gather  in  front  of  National  Cathedral. 


experience  with  a  sense  of  the  majesty  of  the 
Cathedral,"  said  Ball.  "But  at  the  same  time,  they 
come  away  with  a  real  sense  of  the  breadth  of  the 
Church  at  work  in  this  nation  and  the  world." 

"This  is  a  time  for  these  young  persons  to  come 
together  and  celebrate  an  especially  unique 
ministry.  And  that  is  reason  for  all  of  us  to 
celebrate  with  them." 


Mount  Olive  Children  Rise  to  the  Challenge  of  Mission 


by  Judy  Castranova 

MOUNT  OLIVE  —  Like  many  other  children  this 
summer,  the  children  attending  Vacation  Bible 
Schools  (VBS)  at  Mount  Olive's  Smith  Chapel 
United  Methodist  enjoyed  the  1997  theme 
"Becoming  Promise  Builders  for  Jesus."  The 
children,  ages  three  to  six,  explored  God's 
promises  to  us  and,  also,  our  promises  to  God. 
They  also  acted  on  our  promise  to  do  mission. 

Smith  Chapel's  VBS  committee  and  VBS 
director  Sue  McClenny  selected  the  Interfaith 
Refugee  Ministry  as  this  year's  mission  emphasis 
and  set  a  goal  of  raising  $200  for  the  ministry. 

McClenny  became  familiar  with  the  Interfaith 
Refugee  Ministry's  work  helping  refugees  when 
Smith  Chapel  decided  to  sponsor  the  resettlement 
of  a  Bosnian  refugee  family. 

On  September  18,  1996,  Slavko  and  Gordana 
Spasojevic  and  their  two  children,  Sandra  and 
Darjan,  arrived  in  Mount  Olive.  Less  than  a  year 
later,  with  the  family  comfortably  integrated  into 
an  East  Carolina  lifestyle,  Sandra  and  Darjan  were 
among  the  children  attending  VBS  at  Smith 
Chapel. 

Knowing  how  children  love  to  compete,  the 
VBS  leaders  gave  their  mission  donations  special 
emphasis.  Each  night  children  placed  coins  in 
their  class  collection  jar.  In  keeping  with  the  VBS 
building  and  construction  theme,  one  class  had  a 
toolbox  for  their  collection  container. 

Each  class  was  assigned  a  color  and  class 
collections  were  recorded  by  a  stack  of  Mega 
blocks  corresponding  to  their  class  color.  For 
every  dollar  collected,  one  Mega  block  of  the  class 
color  was  added  to  their  stack  —  producing  a 


visual  comparison. 

Monday  through  Thursday  there  were  five 
separate  stacks:  red,  green,  blue,  white  and  yellow. 
Their  height  depended  on  how  many  dollars  each 
class  had  collected.  On  Friday  night,  however,  the 
separate  stacks  disappeared,  and  all  the  blocks 
were  used  to  build  one  large  structure  —  denoting 
how  all  had  joined  together  to  "build"  something 
worthwhile. 

At  first,  the  coins  were  coming  in  slowly. 
Tuesday  night,  McClenny  devised  a  plan  to  add 
some  fun  to  the  project,  and  boost  the  offerings. 
On  Wednesday,  Sue  promised  that  at  the  close  of 
VBS  she  would  allow  the  class  bringing  in  the 
most  money  for  the  week  to  give  her  a  "shampoo" 
of  mayonnaise  and  baking  soda  (substances 
suggested  by  her  hairdresser).  There  would  be  no 
losers  in  this  contest,  Sue  continued,  because  those 
who  weren't  smearing  mayonnaise  could  be  the 
cheerleaders. 

The  next  two  evenings  saw  a  dramatic  rise  in 
donations.  The  competition  was  close  with  each 
stack  rising,  but  in  the  end,  the  blue  team,  ages  five 
and  six,  won. 

True  to  her  word,  McClenny  sat  passively 
while  the  six  youngsters  with  their  teachers 
supervising  began  the  "treatment."  Surrounded  by 
cheers  and  similar  shouts,  each  took  his  turn 
slapping  on  mayo  and  dumping  baking  soda  on  top 
of  her  head.  During  the  chaos,  Darjan  and  Sandra 
Spasojevic  kept  asking  if  Mrs.  McClenny  was  all 
right.  They  were  especially  concerned  for  her. 

After  the  festivities,  McClenny  went  home 
wrapped  in  a  towel,  soggy  and  in  much  need  of  a 


shower.  She  couldn't  help  smiling,  though.  Their 
goal  had  been  met.  The  "shampoo"  prize  had 
helped  to  raise  $210.93  for  Interfaith  Refugee 
Ministry! 


« Interfaith  Refugee 
Ministry 

Judith  Castranova 

Diocesan  Refugee  Coordinator 
(919)  633-9009  •  FAX:  (919)  633-9354 


Susan  Husson 

Case  Manager 
(919)  638-8705  •  FAX:  (919)  638-7570*51 
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Lift  Every  Voice  and 

by  Charles  Gill 


Sing 


The  Lord  leads  us  on  many  wonderful 
adventures,  and  some  of  us  in  the  Albemarle 
Deanery  were  privileged  to  experience  a  truly 
special  one  the  first  weekend  in  October.  We 
spent  Friday  and  Saturday  with  Dr.  Horace 
Boyer,  participating  in  his  music  workshops  to 
familiarize  us  with  the  hymnal  Lift  Every  Voice 
and  Sing  II.  On  Sunday  we  joined  together  with 
the  rest  of  the  Albemarle  Deanery  at  the 
Waterside  Theater  to  worship  and  sing  the 
hymns  we  had  learned. 

Dr.  Boyer  is  a  very  unique  musician.  He  not 
only  understands  the  spirit  of  a  song,  but  he 
feels  the  soul  of  that  song.  He  can  play  the 
same  song  six  different  ways,  and  each  rendition 
sounds  as  perfect  as  the  other.  With  apologies 
to  the  composer,  he  gently  explains  that  while 
the  song  is  lovely  unto  itself,  he  has  another 
idea  about  how  to  sing  it.  He  pulls  you  into  the 
depths  of  a  hymn  in  ways  you  could  never 
imagine.  We  sang  Silent  Night  with  a  beat  and 
charm  that  Hans  Gruber  would  be  proud  of  but 
probably  would  never  have  considered. 

Plan  Ahead 

for  Trinity  Center 

Reservations 

Trinity  Center  schedules  groups  two  years  in 
advance.  For  example,  in  January  of  1997,  the 
calendar  was  opened  for  1999,  and  most  of  the 
weekends  were  filled  immediately.  If  you  are 
interested  in  scheduling  a  group,  please  put  a 
note  on  your  calendar  to  call  Trinity  Center  in 
January.  No  group  is  automatically  rescheduled 
each  year.  It  is  the  responsibility  of  each  parish 
to  call  and  reserve  their  dates. 

All  diocesan-wide  events  are  put  on  the 
calendar  first.  Parish  events  are  scheduled  next 
and,  in  February,  the  calendar  is  opened  up  to 
Episcopal  churches  outside  the  Diocese  and 
other  denominations. 

Call  early  to  insure  your  choice  of  dates, 
BUT  remember  the  calendar  changes  constantly 
because  of  cancellations,  etc.,  so  don't  be 
discouraged.  The  Trinity  staff  will  do 
everything  possible  to  accommodate  your 
requests  (even  at  the  last  minute.) 


The  magnitude  of 
Dr.  Boyer 's  musical 
talent  is  more  than 
enough  to  captivate 
you,  but  the  history 
he  weaves  as  he 
introduces  each  hymn 
completely  rivets  you 
to  your  seat.  He 
acquaints  you  with 
the  life  of  every  song. 
It  becomes  a  very 
dear  friend  to  you. 
Not  one  of  the 
participants  at  the 
seminars  wanted  him 
to  stop  at  the 
scheduled  end  of  each 


Dr.  Horace  Boyer  leads  voices  lifted  during  the  music  festival. 


session.  We  all  knew  there  were  more  stories  in 
him  and  we  wanted  to  hear  them  all.  We 
wanted  to  sing  them  all.  We  wanted  to  learn 
how  to  really  sing  those  glorious  hymns  gracing 
the  pages  of  LEVAS  II.  And  we  did. 


Disciples  Of  Christ 
In  Community 

Disciples  of  Christ  in  Community 
(DOCC)  will  have  its  East  Coast 
Regional  Conference  on  May  4-7,  1998 
at  Trinity  Center,  Salter  Path,  North 
Carolina.  It  will  be  sponsored  by  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina. 

The  Rev.  Bill  Trimble  will  be  the 
presenter  for  Basic  DOCC.  Dr.  Julia 
Moore  will  be  the  presenter  for  DOCC 
1 1  (Ministry,  Power  and  Christ).  The 
Rev.  Ted  McNabb  will  be  the  music 
leader  and  copresenter  for  Basic  DOCC. 

Mark  your  calendar  now  because 
this  will  be  DOCC  at  its  best. 


For  more  information  please  contact  St. 
Andrew's  on  the  Sound,  Wilmington, 
N.C.  910/256-3034. 


Hymnal  1 982  and  LEVAS  can  be  used  and 
enjoyed  at  services  of  worship. 

—  The  Rev.  Charles  Gill  is  the  Rector  of  St.  Andrews  by  the  Sea, 
Nags  Head.  This  article  first  appeared  in  Tidings,  the  news- 
letter of  St.  Andrews  by  the  Sea. 


Looking  for  a  unique  and  moving  gift  this 
holiday  season?  Consider  sharing  the  gift  of 
Anglican  music  by  giving  the  Schola 
Cantorum 's  compact  disc,  "Trinity  of  Love." 

The  Schola  Cantorum  is  a  chamber  group 
specializing  in,  but  not  limited  to,  the  music 
of  the  Anglican  tradition.  Comprised  of 
singers  from  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina, 
the  ensemble  has  presented  choral 
Evensongs  and  concerts  for  churches  in 
North  Carolina,  Virginia,  New  York  and 
England.  The  ensemble  has  been  asked  to 
sing  during  the  1998  Lambeth  Conference  at 
Canterbury  Cathedral  in  England. 

The  cost  of  the  disc  is  $14.00.  To 
purchase  the  c.d.,  contact  Sam  Burke  at 
910/763-9946  or  Betsy  Overton  at 
919/332-8222. 
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Generous  Gifts  Spur  Construction  Across  the  Diocese 


by  Alicia  Alford 

You  don't  have  to  travel  far  in  the  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina  to  hear  the  sounds  of  bulldozers 
dozing,  hammers  hammering  and  drills  drilling. 

Construction  began  at  Trinity  Center  in  1 995 
on  the  Rosevear  Cottage,  a  residence  for  the 
bishop  and  his  family.  Two  years  later 
construction  was  underway  again  this  time  with 
plans  to  complete  the  original  plan  for  Trinity 
Center. 

Today,  Trinity  Center  Director  Mike  Morgan 
reports  that  the  Sharp  Assembly  Building  is 
nearing  completion  and  he  expects  to  take 
occupancy  in  November.  The  Lagoon  Housing 
which  provides  conference  housing  and  will 
house  the  camp  staff  during  the  summer  has 
been  open  since  August.  In  October  land  was 
cleared  for  the  Pelican  House,  a  retreat  center 
located  at  Trinity  Center.  In  Kinston,  the 
expansion  of  the  Diocesan  Office  and 
construction  of  a  chapel  are  well  underway  with 
plans  for  completion  around  the  first  of  the  year. 
In  Newton  Grove,  El  Centro  Episcopal  is  being 
constructed  at  the  Episcopal  Farmworkers 
Ministry. 

More  than  just  lumber  and  pilings,  the 
construction  is  about  expanding  ministries  and 
growth  in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina.  It  is  also 
about  generosity  and  Christian  stewardship. 

Each  of  the  buildings  mentioned  is  enabling 
a  ministry,  be  it  for  youth,  conferencing  groups, 
farmworkers  or  individuals  in  need  of  a  space  to 
worship.  And  each  of  the  construction  sites  has 
been  made  possible  by  the  generous  gifts  of 
individuals.  Many  of  the  gifts  were  made  as 
cash  pledges  through  the  1996  Covenant  with  the 
Future  capital  funds  drive. 

Three  of  the  buildings  were  made  possible 
through  larger  donations  of  stocks  and  property. 
In  1994  the  estate  of  Mrs.  Gertrude  Rosevear,  a 
member  of  St.  Paul's,  Edenton,  gave  the 
Foundation  of  the  diocese  a  gift  of  $430,689.  In 
November  1 994  the  Foundation  approved  a 
motion  to  use  up  to  $300,000  from  the  Rosevear 
bequest  for  the  construction  and  furnishings  for  a 
cottage  for  the  bishop  and  his  family.  Bishop 
Sidney  Sanders  felt  strongly  that  construction  of 
a  cottage  at  Trinity  Center  for  the  bishop  and 
family  would  help  ensure  that  future  bishops 
keep  Trinity  Center  as  a  central  focus  for  our 
diocese.  The  cottage,  now  used  by  Bishop 
Clifton  Daniel,  was  completed  in  October  1995. 

During  the  1996  Covenant  with  the  Future 
capital  funds  drive,  the  estate  of  Mrs.  Anice  H. 
Tripp,  a  member  of  St.  Paul's,  Greenville,  gave 
the  diocese  a  gift  of  real  estate  which  was  then 
sold  by  the  diocese  for  $625,000.  From  the 
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proceeds  of  the  property's  sale,  $50,000  was 
used  to  help  fund  the  construction  of  the  new 
Bishop's  Chapel  at  the  Diocesan  Office  in 
Kinston  and  $275,000  went  to  the  construction 
of  El  Centro  Episcopal  in  Newton  Grove  and 
$275,000  will  go  to  San  Mateo  in  Yeatesville. 

Also  in  1996  an  anonymous  donor  pledged  a 
gift  $300,000  for  the  construction  of  the  Pelican 
House,  a  retreat  center  at  Trinity  Center. 

Gifts  of  property,  stock  and  estate  gifts  can 
have  tax  advantages  to  individuals  whose  assets 
have  appreciated  tremendously.  By  gifting  the 
asset  to  the  diocese,  the  diocese  can  sell  it 
without  having  to  pay  the  capital  gains  tax. 
This  was  the  case  of  the  gift  of  stock  given  for 
the  construction  of  the  Pelican  House.  The 
donors  held  stocks  in  a  company  in  which  they 
had  virtually  no  basis.  To  sell  the  stocks,  they 
would  have  faced  huge  capital  gains  taxes. 
They  felt  the  gift  was  a  good  way  to  benefit 
everyone. 

Admittedly,  they  lost  the  dividend  income 
from  the  stock,  but  they  felt  this  was  offset  by 
the  benefits  of  giving  in  a  more  meaningful 
way. 

With  so  many  people  having  realized  gains 
in  the  stock  market  over  the  past  few  years,  if 
you  have  thought  about  making  a  gift  to  the 
Diocese,  now  may  be  a  good  time  to  evaluate 
your  holdings  and  consider  a  gift,  says  Robin 
Wooten,  who  manages  the  Covenant  with  the 


Future  funds  for  the  Diocese. 

When  considering  a  gift,  says  Billy  Page,  the 
Diocese's  accountant,  the  biggest  riches  to  be 
realized  from  a  gift  are  the  riches  in  your  heart. 

—  If  you  are  interested  in  making  a  gift  to  the  Diocese,  please 
contact  the  Diocesan  Office  at  919/522-0885. 


Construction  of  the  apse  for  the  Bishop  s  Chapel 
at  the  Diocesan  House. 


Office  expansion 
at  the  Diocesan 
House  in  Kinston. 


Drew  Harold  reviews  plans  for  Pelican  House 
before  ground  clearing. 
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Reminder:  Don't  Let 
Your  Covenant  with  the 
Future  Pledge  Lapse 


With  all  the  construction  at  Trinity  Center,  the 
center  is  in  need  of  cash,  reports  Director  Mike 
Morgan.  Because  Covenant  with  the  Future 
pledges  have  come  in  slowly,  Trinity  Center  has 
had  to  borrow  money  from  the  Foundation  of  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina  to  pay  contractors.  If  your 
pledge  has  lapsed,  please  try  tp  pay  it.  If  you  would 
like  to  make  a  pledge  to  the  capital  funds  drive,  you 
may  contact  your  rector  or  the  Diocesan  Office. 


General 


Interpreting  Resolution  on  Confirmation:  What  Does  It  Mean 
for  Laying  on  of  Hands? 


by  Alicia  Alford 

A  general  convention  resolution  that  passed  both 
the  House  of  Bishops  and  the  House  of  Deputies  with 
little  notice  has  created  quite  a  bit  of  discussion  here 
in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina.  Resolution  D006a, 
which  was  amended  on  the  last  day  of  the 
convention,  states  that  a  person  coming  into  the 
Episcopal  Church  who  has  made  a  mature  public 
affirmation  of  faith  in  another  church  may  be 
received,  not  confirmed.  Discussion  of  how  this 
canonical  change  should  be  interpreted  was  first 
raised  during  a  meeting  of  the  executive  council  on 
September  12  and  again  at  the  clergy  conference  on 
September  17. 

The  explanation  attached  to  resolution  D006a 
helps  clarify  the  intent  of  the  resolution.  The  rationale 
indicates  that  the  resolution  is  meant  to  make  the 
Episcopal  Church  more  welcoming  to  adults  who 
have  changed  religious  affiliation.  It  states  that  in  the 
Book  of  Common  Prayer  the  Rite  of  Reception 
"recognizes  that  the  Holy  Spirit  has  already  been  at 
work  in  them  and  that  their  change  of  membership 
is  part  of  the  continuing  work  of  God.'" 

The  explanation  notes  that  some  bishops  have 
refused  this  recognition  to  Protestants  who  join  the 
Episcopal  Church,  insisting  on  confirmation  instead. 


It  quotes  several  Anglican  theologians  who  have 
criticized  the  refusal  of  reception.  One  is  Daniel  B. 
Stevick  of  the  Episcopal  Divinity  School  whom 
states:  'The  Episcopal  Church  should  not  seem  to  say 
to  baptized  Christians  from  non-episcopal  bodies, 
'Something  essential  to  your  relationship  to  God  and 
the  Church  was  lacking  in  what  you  had  before.  We 
are  here  to  confer  it.'" 

The  last  paragraph  of  the  explanation  states  that 
the  resolution  expresses  "the  commitment  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  to  the  Ministry  of  Laity,  and 
affirms  God's  continuing  work  in  the  lives  of  our  lay 
members." 

The  discussions  of  the  executive  council  and  the 
clergy  of  the  diocese  centered  on  the  resolution's 
implication  for  the  meaning  of  apostolic  succession 
and  for  the  act  of  laying  on  of  hands  by  the  bishop. 

The  priests  of  the  diocese  feel  they  need  help  in 
defining  a  "mature,  public  affirmation."  Most  agreed, 
including  Bishop  Daniel,  that  they  would  have  to 
wait  and  see  the  implications.  The  canonical  change 
will  take  place  at  the  first  of  the  new  year. 

Many  of  the  clergy  were  concerned  with  the 
practical  issue  of  whether  or  not  bishops  will 
continue  to  lay  hands  on  confirmands.  Traditionally, 


the  Episcopal  Church  has  offered  three  options  for 
presentation  to  the  bishop:  1 .  confirmation,  for  those 
who  have  been  baptized,  but  have  never  made  a 
mature  public  affirmation  of  faith;  2.  reception,  for 
those  who  have  been  baptized  and  have  been 
confirmed  in  another  church;  and  3.  reaffirmation,  for 
those  who  wish  to  reaffirm  their  baptismal  vows.  In 
the  past,  a  bishop  would  lay  his  hands  on  the  head  of 
a  person  being  confirmed  and  take  the  hand  of  a 
person  being  received  or  reaffirmed.  Many  priests 
were  concerned  that  bishops  might  no  longer  lay 
hands  on  confirmands. 

Bishop  Daniel  addressed  those  fears  by  stating 
that  until  further  direction  from  the  House  of  Bishops, 
he  plans  to  lay  hands  on  the  heads  of  everyone 
presented  to  him. 

"I  will  lay  hands  on  everyone's  head  and  let  the 
Holy  Spirit  take  care  of  the  rest,"  Daniel  told  the 
clergy  to  a  round  of  applause. 

Daniel  advised  that  if  a  priest  is  uncertain  as  to 
whether  a  newcomer  should  be  confirmed,  received 
or  presented  for  reaffirmation,  he  or  she  should  offer 
the  full  range  of  options  and  seize  the  moment  for 
pastoral  care. 


Summary  of  Legislative  Actions  of  the  General  Convention 


The  72nd  General  Convention  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  which  met  in 
Philadelphia  July  16-25,  approved 
resolutions  on  a  broad  range  of  topics. 
What  follows  is  a  summary  of  legislative 
convention  actions,  arranged 
alphabetically  by  topic.  This  is  an  edited, 
unaudited  summary  prepared  by  the 
General  Convention  Office.  The  full 
proceedings  will  be  published  in  the 
Journal  of  the  General  Convention  1997 
which  will  be  available  in  early  1998. 
This  journal  will  be  mailed  to  bishops, 
deputies  and  to  all  parishes. 

ABORTION 

Expresses  grave  concern  about  the 
use  of  late  term,  "partial  birth  abortion," 
except  in  extreme  situations;  encourages 
the  dioceses  and  congregations  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  to  give  aid  and  support 
to  all  pregnant  women.  (D065s) 

AGING 

Encourages  congregations  to  support 
ministry  of  and  by  older  adults,  as  well  as 
ministry  to  older  adults.  (D087) 

BIBLE  TRANSLATIONS 

Directs  the  Standing  Liturgical 
Commission  to  consider  adding  the 


Contemporary  English  Version  of  the 
Bible,  from  the  American  Bible  Society,  to 
the  list  of  approved  translations  in  Title  II, 
Canon  2.  (D074) 

Instructs  Standing  Liturgical 
Commission  to  study  and  recommend  to 
the  next  General  Convention  direct 
translations  of  Holy  Scripture  from 
original  Hebrew,  Aramaic,  and  Greek 
originals  into  languages  other  than 
English  for  congregations  wishing  to 
worship  in  other  languages;  asks  that 
congregations  be  authorized  to  use  these 
translations  once  the  Commission 
determines  their  accuracy.  (D090a) 

BISHOPS 

Amends  Article  II. 4  of  the 
Constitution  to  permit  dioceses  to  have 
not  more  than  two  suffragan  bishops 
without  right  of  succession;  second 
reading,  initially  approved  in  1994. 
(A003) 

Amends  Canon  III. 22.4(a)  to  improve 
procedures  whereby  Standing 
Committees  give  consent  to  the 
ordination  of  a  bishop  in  another  diocese. 
(A011) 

Amends  Canon  III. 22.4  to  conform 
time  limit  for  consents  from  bishops  (to 
the  ordination  of  the  bishop  in  another 
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diocese)  to  time  limits  for 
Standing  Committees. 
(A012) 

Amends  the 
Constitution  to  modify 
terminology  for  various 
episcopal  offices  (Bishop 
Diocesan,  Bishop 
Coadjutor,  Bishop 
Suffragan);  first  reading. 
(A089a) 

Amends  the  Canons 
to  modify  terminology  for 
various  episcopal  offices 
(Bishop  Diocesan,  Bishop 
Coadjutor,  Bishop 
Suffragan).  (A090a) 

Consents  to  the 
election  of  Mark 
Lawrence  MacDonald  as 
Diocesan  of  Alaska; 
election  in  compliance 
with  provisions  of  Title  III,  Canon  22, 
Sec.  3.  (D106) 

Consents  to  the  election  of  David 
Conner  Bane,  Jr.,  as  Bishop  Coadjutor  of 
Southern  Virginia;  election  in  compliance 
with  provisions  of  Title  III,  Canon  22, 
Sec.  3.  (D107) 

Consents  to  the  election  of  Bruce 
Edward  Caldwell  as  Diocesan  of 


East  Carolina  deputies  voting  on  convention  floor. 


Wyoming;  election  in  compliance  with 
provisions  of  Title  III,  Canon  22,  Sec.  3. 
(D108) 

Consents  to  the  election  of  Daniel 
William  Herzog  as  Bishop  Coadjutor  of 
Albany;  election  in  compliance  with 
provisions  of  Title  III,  Canon  22,  Sec.  3. 
(D109) 
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BOOK  OF  COMMON  PRAYER 

Directs  the  Standing  Liturgical 
Commission  and  the  Standing 
Commission  on  Constitution  and  Canons 
to  submit  an  amendment  to  Article  X  of 
the  Constitution,  to  the  next  General 
Convention  for  first  reading,  authorizing 
preparation  and  use  of  additional  liturgical 
materials.  Directs  the  Standing  Liturgical 
Commission  to  prepare  a  plan,  for 
presentation  at  the  next  General 
Convention,  for  liturgical  revision  and 
enrichment  of  the  worship  of  the  church, 
reflecting  its  multicultural,  multiethnic, 
multilingual,  and  multigenerational 
character.  Asks  that  the  revised  texts, 
when  authorized,  be  made  available  in  a 
variety  of  forms,  including  multimedia 
and  electronic  options.  Asks  that  the 
Standing  Liturgical  Commission  be 
prepared  to  present  printed  forms  of 
alternative  liturgical  materials  to  the  74th 
General  Convention,  and  that  they  submit 
the  budget  needed  for  this  project  to  the 
next  General  Convention.  (C021s) 

Directs  the  Standing  Liturgical 
Commission  to  develop  supplemental 
liturgical  materials  for  the  Pastoral  Offices 
of  the  Prayer  Book  to  be  presented  to  the 
next  General  Convention.  (D086) 

BUDGET  ■  —  ■  ■  -   

Authorizes  funds  for  the  expenses  of 

the  Historiographer  of  the  Episcopal 

Church.  (A061) 

Authorizes  funds  for  continued 

collection  and  editing  of  supplemental 

liturgical  materials  and  musical  settings. 

(A077) 

Authorizes  expenditures  over  the  next 
three  years  of  $20,265,900  for  the  Offices 
of  the  Presiding  Bishop  and  the  President 
of  the  House  of  Deputies,  the  interim 
bodies,  and  the  General  Convention  itself 
including  planning  and  expenses  of  the 
meeting  in  Denver  in  2000;  $25,088,823 
over  three  years  for  administrative 
support;  and  $67,400,958  over  three 
years  for  mission  and  ministry,  including 
partnership  grants  for  local  programs 
throughout  the  church;  to  be  funded  by  a 
single  asking  of  21%  of  diocesan  income 
above  the  first  $100,000.  (A209a) 

Authorizes  an  annual  grant  of 
$10,000  to  the  Episcopal  Conference  of 
the  Deaf.  (D066) 


BUDGET— INTERIM  BODY 

Authorizes  budget  for  the  Archives  of 
the  Episcopal  Church.  (A001) 

Authorizes  budget  for  Standing 
Commission  on  Constitution  and  Canons. 
(A002) 

Authorizes  $60,000  appropriation 
from  the  Assessment  Budget  of  the 
General  Convention  for  the  Board  of 


Church  Deployment.  (A016) 

Authorizes  budget  for  the  Standing 
Commission  on  Ecumenical 
Relations.(A024) 

Authorizes  budget  for  the  Executive 
Council  Committee  on  the  Status  of 
Women.  (A049) 

Authorizes  budget  for  the  General 
Board  of  Examining  Chaplains.  (A055) 

Authorizes  funds  for  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Nominations. 
(A102) 

Authorizes  funds  for  the  Committee 
on  Pastoral  Development.  (A103) 

Authorizes  funds  for  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Planning  and 
Arrangements.  (A109) 

Authorizes  budget  for  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Program,  Budget 
and  Finance.  (A114) 

Authorizes  budget  for  the  expenses  of 
the  Standing  Commission  on  World 
Mission.  (A208) 


CHURCH  CALENDAR 

Amends  calendar  to  include 
commemorations  of  Julia  Chester  Emery, 
Martin  Luther,  Dietrich  Bonhoeffer, 
Macrina,  Elizabeth  Cady  Stanton,  Amelia 
Bloomer,  Sojourner  Truth,  Harriet 
Tubman,  Ignatius  of  Loyola,  Paul  Jones, 
Alexander  Crummell,  Hildegard,  and 
Thomas  Becket,  and  transfer  the 
commemoration  of  William  Law  from 
April  9  to  April  10.  Every  Diocesan 
Convention  must  receive  these  calendar 
changes  within  six  months.  (A080a) 

Amends  calendar  to  move 
commemoration  of  Teresa  of  Avila  from 
October  14  to  October  15,  to  conform  to 
other  churches'  calendars.  (A081) 

Directs  the  Standing  Liturgical 
Commission  to  reconsider  Florence 
Nightingale  for  inclusion  in  Lesser  Feasts 
and  Fasts  and  entry  into  the  Calendar  of 
the  Church  Year.  (D054a) 

CHURCH  CENTER  —————— 

Directs  Executive  Council  to  consider 
a  new  location  for  the  Episcopal  Church 
Center,  weighing  relocation  experiences  of 
other  denominations,  and  report  findings 
to  next  General  Convention.  (D012s) 

CHURCH  EMPLOYEE  BENEFITS 

Requests  the  Church  Pension  Fund  to 
study  the  pension  needs  of  clergy 
recruited  from  overseas,  and  to  continue 
to  explore  reciprocal  agreements  among 
retirement  funds  in  other  branches  of  the 
Anglican  Communion.  (A067s) 

Receives  the  statement  of  the 
Council  for  the  Development  of  Ministry, 
"Justice  and  Accountability  in  the  Church 
Workplace,"  and  its  finding  that  the 
quality  of  the  church  workplace  for  lay 


and  ordained 
ministers  is 
critical  to  the 
mission  and 
ministry  of  the 
church.  Refers 
the  report  to 
Executive 
Council  to 
resolve  the 
issues  raised  and 
report  their 
recommended 
actions  to  the 
next  General 
Convention. 
(A093s) 

Advises  all 
dioceses, 
congregations, 
and  Episcopal 
institutions  to 
stop  involuntary 
termination  of 
employment  for 
no  cause, 
including  pro 
forma 

resignations  of 
employees  on 
change  of  bishop 
or  clergy  in 
charge.  Asks  that 
these  institutions 
develop  plans 
that  will  ensure 

just  employment  decisions  that  respect 
the  dignity  of  all.  (A094s) 

Recommends  parity  between  clergy 
and  lay  employees  serving  in  equivalent 
positions  with  regard  to  salary,  pension, 
insurance,  and  benefits,  including  medical 
and  professional  development,  in  all 
dioceses,  churches,  and  institutions  of  the 
Episcopal  Church.  Asks  that 
compensation  and  benefits  for 
nonprofessional  contract  and  temporary 
employees  be  in  accordance  with  U.S.  fair 
labor  policy.  (B018s) 

Directs  the  printing  of  the  Church 
Pension  Fund  Report,  "Enriching  the 
Retirement  Age,"  in  the  Journal  of  the 
1997  Convention.  Encourages 
continuation  of  the  study  of  "wellness 
initiatives"  and  clergy  retirement  policies, 
and  more  frequent  sharing  of  information 
about  issues  under  consideration  by  the 
Trustees  of  the  Pension  Fund.  (B024s) 

Endorses  the  Church  Pension  Fund's 
"30-year  early  retirement  option"  and 
encourages  Bishops,  Standing 
Committees,  and  Commissions  on 
Ministry  to  report  annually  to  the  Fund  on 
the  effects  of  this  policy  on  leadership, 
morale,  and  deployment.  (C020s) 

Urges  the  Church  Pension  Fund  to 


Elements  prepared  for  Holy  Eucharist  during  General  Convention. 


give  high  priority  to  increasing  the 
minimum  retired  clergy  and  surviving 
spouse  benefits,  to  report  to  the  next 
General  Convention  on  the  feasibility  of 
suggested  minimums,  and  to  implement 
changes  prior  to  the  Convention  wherever 
feasible.  (C023s) 

Authorizes  the  Episcopal  Church 
Clergy  and  Lay  Employees  Medical  Trust 
to  include  domestic  partners  in  its  health 
insurance  plans.  (C024) 

Urges  the  Church  Pension  Fund  to 
study  future  pension  needs  of  those 
ordained  later  in  life  and  to  report  on  this 
to  the  next  Convention.  (C027s) 

CHURCH  MUSIC 

Authorizes  funds  for  the  Church 
Music  Commission  to  disseminate 
information  about  the  recent  supplement 
to  the  Hymnal  1982,  Wonder,  Love  and 
Praise.  (A098) 

Authorizes  budget  support  for 
continuation  of  the  Leadership  Program 
for  Musicians  Serving  Small 
Congregations.  (A099) 

Directs  creation  of  a  task  force  to 
determine  appropriate  theological 
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guidelines  for  selection  of  texts  for 
collections  of  music  developed  for  use  in 
the  Episcopal  Church,  balancing 
continuity  with  the  Anglican  tradition  with 
openness  to  diverse  musical  traditions. 
(A100s) 

Commends  the  Standing  Liturgical 
Commission  on  Church  Music  on  its 
work  in  preparing  a  supplement  to  The 
Hymnal  1982,  and  directs  the 
Commission  to  prepare  an  additional 
supplement  emphasizing  liturgical  music, 
hymns,  and  other  songs  by  women 
composers  and  poets,  past  and  present, 
especially  those  celebrating  the  role  of 
women  in  the  total  life  of  the  church. 
Asks  budget  appropriation  for  work  on 
the  supplement  during  the  triennium. 
(B027) 

CHURCH  PENSION  FUND 

Commends  the  Church  Pension 
Group  for  its  many  years  of  service, 
recommends  that  it  improve  its  billing 
and  communications  functions,  and  calls 
for  a  report  to  Executive  Council  not  later 
than  July  31, 1998.  (D010) 

Asks  the  Board  of  the  Church 
Pension  Fund  to  provide  to  the  next 
General  Convention  a  plan  for  achieving 
competitiveness  and  profitability  for  the 
Church  Insurance  Company.  (D063) 

Urges  Church  Pension  Fund  to 
consult  with  the  Presiding  Bishop  and  the 
Executive  Council  to  find  an  equitable 
way  to  provide  minimum  pensions  for 
retired  Church  Army  workers.  (D095s) 

COMMENDATION 

Commends  the  work  of  the 
Governmental  Relations  Office  and  the 
Public  Policy  Network  for  assisting 
grassroot  groups  in  congregations  and 
dioceses  to  advance  the  mission  of  the 
church  in  the  world.  (A060) 

Recognizes  the  50th  anniversary  of 
the  Church  of  South  India  on  27 
September  1997,  and  communicates 
thanksgiving  for  that  church's 
contribution  to  unity  and  mission  through 
the  Moderator,  the  Most  Reverend  Dr. 
Vasant  P.  Dandin.  (A207) 

Commends  corporations  which  left 
South  Africa  and  Namibia  during 
apartheid,  and  now  commends  those 
which  have  returned  to  those  countries. 
Encourages  others  to  consider  investing 
to  support  the  rebuilding  of  South 
Africa's  and  Namibia's  economic 
infrastructure.  (B014a) 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Urges  the  comprehensive  use  of 
print,  video,  audio,  digital,  and  other 
communications  media  to  disseminate 
information  and  build  community  with 


the  church.  Directs  the  Executive  Council 
to  initiate  the  development, 
implementation,  and  assessment  of  a 
unified,  coordinated  communications 
strategy  for  mission  and  ministry.  (B015a) 

CONFLICT  RESOLUTION 

Amends  Title  IV  to  provide  for 
conciliation  in  disciplinary  matters  if 
consented  to  by  all  parties.  (D061a) 

Urges  dioceses  to  use  the  training 
and  resources  of  the  Office  of  Pastoral 
Development  of  the  House  of  Bishops,  the 
Committee  on  Sexual  Exploitation,  and 
other  groups,  to  better  understand  the 
legal  ramifications  and  dynamics  of  Title 
IV.  (D094s) 

CONSTITUTION 

Amends  Article  XII  of  the  Constitution 
to  simplify  the  procedure  for  notifying 
dioceses  of  proposed  changes  in  the 
Constitution.  Second  reading;  first  action 
taken  in  1994.  (D028) 

DOMESTIC  AND  FOREIGN 
MISSIONARY  SOCIETY 

Amends  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws 
of  the  Domestic  and  Foreign  Missionary 
Society  to  conform  to  the  revisions  of 
Canon  1. 3  (A191) 

DISCIPLINE 

Amends  Canon  1.17.6  to  expand  due 
process  for  laity.  (A006a) 

Amends  Canon  IV.1 5  by  adding 
definition  to  read  as  follows:  "Discipline": 
The  Discipline  of  the  Church  shall  be 
found  in  the  Constitution,  the  Canons,  the 
Rubrics  and  the  Ordinal  of  the  Book  of 
Common  Prayer.  (A013a) 

Amends  Title  IV,  Canons  1  -1 5  to 
clarify  procedures  inherent  in 
administering  ecclesiastical  discipline  in 
cases  involving  Bishops,  Priests,  and 
Deacons;  the  changes  and  clarifications 
touch  every  aspect  of  the  functioning  of 
an  Ecclesiastical  Court,  from  basic  rules 
of  procedure  to  the  ecclesiastical  appeal 
process.  (A015a) 

Amends  Canon  IV.1 2.9  &  IV.1 3.5  to 
require  notification  of  the  Church 
Deployment  Office  in  cases  of  removal  or 
deposition  of  clergy.  (A017) 

Amends  Canon  IV.3.14  to  meet  the 
eventuality  of  a  respondent  (Priest  or 
Deacon)  being  charged  simultaneously  in 
an  Ecclesiastical  Court  and  in  a  civil  court. 
In  this  case,  the  Ecclesiastical  Court  may, 
with  the  consent  of  the  respondent, 
suspend  proceedings  until  the  conclusion 
of  the  criminal  or  civil  action.  (C033a) 

DISCRIMINATION 

Asks  the  Presiding  Bishop  and  House 
of  Deputies  President  to  remind  all  interim 


bodies  to  begin  their  work  for  the 
triennium  with  consideration  of  how 
issues  of  inclusion  may  affect  their  work, 
including  sexism  and  other  forms  of 
discrimination  in  addition  to  racism. 
(A051a) 

DOCTRINE 

Amends  Canon  IV.1 5  to  identify  the 
essential  teachings  or  doctrine  of  the 
church  as  found  or  identified  in  Holy 
Scripture  as  defined  in  the  Apostles'  and 
Nicene  Creeds,  and  in  the  sacramental 
rites,  the  Ordinal,  and  the  Catechism  as 
they  appear  in  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer.  (A014s) 

ECUMENICAL  CONSULTATION 

Reaffirms  the  commitment  of  the 
church  to  broad  ecumenical  dialogue; 
requests  the  Standing  Commission  on 
Ecumenical  Relations  to  engage  the 
National  Association  of  Evangelicals  in 
discussion  on  theology  and  ethics. 
(B031a) 

Extends  to  non-Anglican  churches 
with  whom  the  Episcopal  Church  is  in  full 
communion,  and  to  our  partners  in 
ecumenical  dialogue,  gratitude  for  the 
many  levels  of  cooperation  between 
churches.  (B038a) 

ECUMENISM 

Accepts  the  principles  and  verbal 
content  of  the  Concordat  of  Agreement 
with  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
America;  agrees  to  make  the  necessary 
canonical  and  constitutional  changes  to 
achieve  full  communion.  (A018) 

Temporarily  suspends  the 
requirement  in  the  ordinal  of  the  Book  of 
Common  Prayer  that  "no  persons  are 
allowed  to  exercise  the  offices  of  bishop, 
priest  or  deacon  in  this  Church  unless 
they  are  so  ordained,  or  have  already 


received  such  ordination  with  the  laying 
on  of  hands  by  bishops  who  are 
themselves  duly  qualified  to  confer  Holy 
Orders;"  effective  January  1,  2001,  if 
approved  on  second  reading  at  the 
General  Convention  in  2000.  (A019a) 

Amends  Constitution,  Article  VIII,  to 
permit  bishops  to  authorize  duly 
ordained  Lutheran  ministers  who  have 
made  a  promise  of  conformity  to 
officiate  as  an  authorized  minister  of  this 
church  on  a  temporary  basis;  effective 
January  1 ,  2001 ,  if  approved  on  second 
reading  at  the  General  Convention  in 
2000.  (A020a) 

Authorizes  Standing  Commission  on 
Ecumenical  Relations,  with  the  ELCA 
Department  of  Ecumenical  Affairs,  to 
establish  a  dialogue  with  the  Moravian 
Church  in  America.  (A021) 

Asks  that  the  "Blue  Book" for  the 
next  General  Convention  include  a  report 
from  the  Episcopal  members  of  the 
Governing  Board  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  USA  and  a 
report  by  Episcopal  delegates  from  he 
1998  WCC  Assembly  in  Harare.  (D077) 

EDUCATION 

Asks  that  the  Jubilee  Ministries 
Program  expand  its  internships  and 
practicums  to  the  Episcopal  seminaries. 
(A044a) 

Asks  the  Episcopal  Church  to  lift  up 
the  principal  of  lifelong  Christian 
education.  (A069) 

Makes  each  diocese  responsible  for 
establishing  minimum  accountable 
standards  of  continuing  education  for 
clergy  and  lay  professionals,  and  for 
making  a  program  available.  Dioceses 
are  required  to  submit  their  plans  for 
continuing  education  to  the  Board  for 
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Theological  Education  which,  in  turn,  wi 
report  to  General  Convention.  (D034a) 

ENVIRONMENT  — 

Reaffirms  previous  resolutions  on 
environmental  stewardship;  directs 
planners  of  General  Convention  and 
Executive  Council  meetings  to  expand 
recycling  and  create  models  of 
environmental  stewardship,  and  report 
annually  to  the  church  at  large.  (A041a) 


EVANGELISM 

Modifies  Parochial 
Report  Form  to  enu- 
merate services 
held  and  atten- 
dance. (A027a) 

Acknow- 
ledges the 
church's  failure 

to  energetically  embrace  ^"V^ 
the  Decade  of  Evangelism;  repents  our 
lack  of  commitment  to  proclaiming  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ;  reclaims  the 
essential  mission  of  evangelism.  (B029a) 
Urges  Coordinator  for  Evangelism  at 
the  Episcopal  Church  Center  to  form  a 
Network  for  Domestic  Mission  and 
Evangelism  from  the  church's  existing 
evangelism  organizations.  (D041a)  Asks 
dioceses  to  adopt  goal  of  new  church 
starts  each  year  equaling  1  percent  of  the 
number  of  congregations  in  the  diocese. 
Asks  Church  Center  Evangelism  Office  to 
work  with  Church  Building  Fund  to  make 
resources  available,  and  to  form  a 
grassroots  network  of  "church  planters." 
(D044a) 

Directs  the  Evangelism  Office,  in 
collaboration  with  the  Standing 
Commission  on  Evangelism  and  other 
networks  and  agencies,  to  prepare 
resources  and  identify  persons  to  lead 
preaching  missions  in  every  diocese  in 
1999,  and  to  prepare  additional  resources 
for  congregations  to  prepare  the  church 
spiritually  for  mission  in  the  next 
millennium.  (D050) 

Asks  the  church  to  receive  and  affirm 
the  Wellspring  Statement  on  Evangelism. 
(D098a) 

EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL 

Amends  Canon  1.4.1  (a)  to  clarify  and 
define  the  role  and  function  of  the 
Executive  Council.  (A187a) 

Amends  Canon  1.4.3(a)  on  Officers  of 
Executive  Council  to  clarify  the  role  of  the 
Presiding  Bishop  and  an  executive 
director  to  be  appointed  by  the  Presiding 
Bishop,  and  to  clarify  that  the  Treasurer, 
other  officers,  and  employees  are  staff  of 
the  Executive  Council  under  the  authority 
and  direction  of  the  Presiding  Bishop. 
(A189s) 


FAMILY 

Recognizes  the  importance  of  fathers 
in  the  life  of  families;  urges  congregations 
to  encourage  men's  spiritual 
development,  including  recognition  of 
equal  responsibility  with  mothers  in 
parenting.  (D029a) 


FISCAL  RESPONSIBILITY 

Instructs  the  Standing  Commission 
on  Constitution  and  Canons  to  prepare 
resolutions  to  bring  the  Domestic  and 
Foreign  Missionary  Society  into 
conformity  with  canonical  expectations 
placed  on  dioceses  in  terms  of 
accountability.  Instructs  the  Treasurer  to 
engage  an  accounting  firm  to  pursue 
audits  of  all  Society  funds,  and  to  make  a 
copy  of  such  audits  available  to  church 
members  on  request.  (D078) 

Amends  Canon  1.7.1  to  include 
Provinces  in  the  expectations  for 
accountability  and  sound  business 
method  in  the  church.  (D084) 

GENERAL  CONVENTION 

Selects  Denver,  Colorado,  as  the  site 
of  the  73rd  General  Convention  in  the 
millennial  year  2000.  (A112)  Authorizes 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Planning 
and  Arrangements  to  consider  as  sites  for 
the  General  Convention  in  2003  the  cities 
of  Charlotte  NC,  Kansas  City  MO, 
Minneapolis  MN,  and  Salt  Lake  City,  UT. 
(A113) 

Presents  Signatories  to  the  Covenant 
in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
State  of  the  Church,  to  be  listed  in  the 
Journal  of  the  72nd  General  Convention. 
(A135) 

Amends  Canon  1.1.1  (b)  to  allow 
President  of  the  House  of  Deputies  to 
appoint  a  Chancellor  to  the  President. 
(A193) 

Schedules  future  General 
Conventions  to  begin  on  or  after  June  1 5 
and  to  end  on  or  before  August  15. 
(D003a) 

Urges  each  diocese  to  elect  at  least 
one  deputy  to  General  Convention  who  is 
30  years  old  or  less.  (D089a) 

GUN  CONTROL  —————— 

Urges  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  to  increase  restrictions  on  the  sale, 
ownership,  and  use  of  firearms, 
particularly  "Saturday  Night  Special" 
handguns;  encourages  legislation  to 
strengthen  bans  on  carrying  concealed 
firearms;  and  urges  legislation  requiring 
the  Bureau  of  Alcohol,  Tobacco  and 
Firearms  to  develop  safety  standards  for 
use  of  firearms  and  to  monitor  and 
enforce  compliance.  (C035s) 

Urges  Congress  to  pass  national 
legislation  to  require  the  same  quality  and 


safety  standards  for  domestically 
manufactured  guns  as  are  applied  to 
imported  handguns.  Directs  the  Office  of 
Governmental  Relations  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  to  distribute  this  resolution  to 
proper  Congressional  authorities. 
(D033a) 

HEALTH  CARE 

Authorizes  the  Executive  Council  to 
produce  a  theological  introduction  and 
study  guide  for  congregations  on  the 
changing  role  of  the  church  in  the  new 
health  care  environment.  (A059a) 

HIV/AIDS 

Asks  Episcopal  Church  Center,  the 
Commission  on  HIV/AIDS,  and  the 
National  Episcopal  AIDS  Coalition  (NEAC) 
to  convene  consultations  during  the 
triennium  on  HIV/AIDS  as  it  impacts 
communities  of  color  at  all  levels,  and  to 
suggest  appropriate  responses  to 
problems  identified.  (A046) 

Continues  AIDS  prevention  work 
among  teens;  provides  financial  support 
for  Provincial  training  in  this  area; 
authorizes  funds  to  develop  a  prevention 
resource  for  young  adults.  (A047a) 
Continues  commitment  to  a  Christian 
response  to  the  HIV/AIDS  pandemic 
undertaken  at  the  last  Convention,  and  to 
preach,  pray  for,  and  pursue  a  broad- 
based  response  in  collaboration  with 
others.  (A048a) 

Commends  the  National  AIDS 
Memorial  at  the  Cathedral  of  St.  John  the 
Divine  in  New  York  City  and  the  people 
who  established  it  and  maintain  it. 
(D099a) 

HUMAN  AFFAIRS 

Asks  Church  Center  staff  to 
disseminate  the  Report  of  the  Standing 
Commission  on  Human  Affairs,  with  an 
accompanying  study  guide  and 
bibliography,  to  all  bishops  and  directors 
of  Christian  education.  Provides  funding 
to  complete  study  guide.  (A063a) 

Authorizes  a  study  on  the  theology  of 
work,  and  preparation  of  a  plan  for 
working  with  other  religious,  educational, 
governmental,  and  business  communities 
on  the  public  policy  implications  of  a 
theological  understanding  of  work. 
(C004) 

Forms  a  working  group  from  an 
existing  interim  body  to  study  the 
theological  and  ethical  implications  of  a 
broad  range  of  end-of-life  issues, 
considering  previous  resolutions  of 
General  Convention,  the  report  on 
Assisted  Suicide  from  the  Diocese  of 
Washington,  recent  Supreme  Court 
decisions,  and  other  pertinent  material, 
and  to  report  to  the  next  General 


Convention.  (C01 3s) 

Directs  an  interim  body  of  General 
Convention  to  identify  resources  for 
combating  pornography  and  direct  the 
Communications  office  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  Center  to  disseminate 
information  about  the  resources 
throughout  the  church.  (D001a) 

Apologizes,  on  behalf  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  to  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community  both  within  and  outside  the 
church,  for  years  of  rejection  and 
maltreatment,  and  pledges  a  better 
future.  (D011a) 

Creates  a  Working  Group  on 
Science,  Technology,  and  Faith  to  serve 
for  the  next  triennium  and  report  its 
findings  to  Executive  Council,  and  to 
represent  the  Episcopal  Church  at  top- 
level  gatherings,  such  as  the  Ecumenical 
Roundtable  on  Science,  Technology,  and 
the  Church.  (D024a) 

Urges  all  Episcopalians  at  every  level 
of  the  church's  life  to  actively  campaign 
for  a  national  living  wage  and  family 
health  benefits,  and  to  see  to  it  that  all 
church  institutions  abide  by  these 
standards.  (D082a) 

HUMAN  RIGHTS 

Sends  greetings  to  the  Dalai  Lama 
and  the  China  Christian  Council; 
expresses  a  further  desire  for  dialogue  to 
seek  a  better  understanding  of  the 
situation  in  China  and  Tibet;  copies  of  the 
resolution  to  be  sent  to  government  and 
church  leaders  in  China.  (C001a) 

Expresses  the  Episcopal  Church's 
solidarity  with  victims  of  religious 
oppression,  reaffirms  the  church's 
support  for  United  Nations'  work  for 
religious  freedom,  affirms  solidarity  in 
matters  of  religious  freedom  with  the 
churches  of  the  Anglican  Communion, 
and  charges  the  General  Convention 
through  the  Standing  Commission  on 
Peace  with  Justice  to  determine  the  most 
effective  further  steps  the  church  can 
take  in  reaction  to  religious  persecution 
and  repression.  Tasks  specific  offices 
and  agencies  of  the  church  with 
strengthening  and  broadening  the 
church's  position  against  religious 
oppression:  the  Anglican  and  Global 
Relations  Office  at  the  Church  Center; 
Episcopal  Migration  Ministries;  the 
Presiding  Bishop's  Fund  for  World  Relief; 
the  Standing  Commission  on  Peace  with 
Justice.  Also  suggests  that  Episcopalians 
establish  links  of  communication  and 
prayer  with  those  experiencing  religious 
repression;  that  they  support  the 
Consultation  on  Persecuted  Churches 
when  it  is  reconvened  in  1998;  that  the 
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Planning  Committee  for  the  1 998 
Lambeth  Conference  include  the  suffering 
of  persecuted  Christians  as  a  major 
agenda  item  for  the  Conference;  and  that 
the  Standing  Commission  on  Ecumenical 
Relations  explores  with  the  WCC  and 
other  ecumenical  bodies  the  advancement 
of  interreligious  understanding.  (D016s) 

Urges  that  the  resources  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  in  collaboration  with 
human  rights  organizations,  be  used  to 
expose  the  racially  biased  nature  of  the 
judicial  and  penal  systems  in  the  United 
States,  and  that  church  members  be  kept 
informed  about  current  cases  involving 
racial  bias  and  the  courts.  (D01 8s) 

HUMAN  SEXUALITY 

Commends  the  use  of  dialogue  as  an 
effective  and  appropriate  means  of 
Episcopalians  resolving  issues  of 
sexuality  and  asks  that  the  Standing 
Commission  on  Human  Affairs  or  its 
successor  continue  to  promote  the  use  of 
dialogue  as  a  means  of  illuminating  and 
resolving  issues  of  human  sexuality. 
(A071) 

Directs  Standing  Liturgical 
Commission  to  disseminate  information 
about  rites  for  blessing  same-sex 
relationships  to  enable  further 
conversation  in  the  church.  (C003s) 

Acknowledges  the  unique  role  of  the 
church  in  ministering  to  youth, 
particularly  in  the  area  of  faith  and 
morals,  and  urges  parishes  to  teach  and 
support  sexual  abstinence,  self-respect, 
and  resistance  to  peer  pressure.  (D032a) 

INDIAN  MINISTRIES 

Urges  the  Episcopal    ■  ■ 
Church  to  support  new 
directions  in  Ameri-  \ 
can  Indian  leader-  /  ^^v  \ 
ship  training  — (  xSS. 
througnthe  /  ~ 

Indigenous  Theolo-  \^^^^/ 
gical  Training  Institute^Yrrr-^ 
in  North  America  and  UN 
allocates  funding  for  the 
triennium  to  develop  the  Training  Institute 
under  the  coordination  of  the  Episcopal 
Council  of  Indian  Ministries  and  the  Office 
of  Native  American  Ministry.  (A034) 

Designates  the  decade  1997-2007  as 
The  Decade  of  Remembrance, 
Recognition  and  Reconciliation  for 
welcoming  Native  Peoples  into 
congregational  life  and  developing  an 
outreach  partnership  among  urban  Native 
Peoples.  (A035a) 

Directs  the  Episcopal  Church  to 
restore  its  missionary  commitment  to  the 
Native  peoples  of  the  Dioceses  of  South 
Dakota,  North  Dakota,  Alaska,  and 
Navajoland  Area  Mission  by  increasing 


the  block  grant  to  these  dioceses.  (D051a) 

Asserts  the  need  for  the  Episcopal 
Church  to  monitor,  combat,  and  counter 
the  exploitation  of  Native  Americans  and 
their  cultural  heritage  by  commercial 
interests  and  for  the  church  to  become 
actively  involved  in  combating  these 
influences  at  every  level  and  by  all  means 
available.  The  church  endorses  initiatives 
by  the  Crazy  Horse  Defense  Project  and 
other  groups  to  this  end.  (D053a) 

INTERFAITH  DIALOGUE 

Encourages  dioceses  to  expand 
dialogue  with  existing  faith  groups  within 
its  boundaries,  and  to  designate  Interfaith 
Liaisons  which  include  persons  with 
Ecunet  or  Internet  communications 
capability.  (A022a) 

Urges  seminaries  to  prepare  their 
graduates  for  life  in  an  interfaith  and 
religiously  pluralistic  world.  (A023) 

Reaffirms  the  Episcopal  Church's 
commitment  to  interfaith  cooperation  and 
dialogue  with  those  of  the  Jewish  faith, 
commends  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  in  America  for  its  leadership  and 
particularly  its  1994  Declaration  to  the 
Jewish  Community,  and  acknowledges, 
with  regret,  our  acts  of  moral  blindness 
and  outright  prejudice,  throughout 
history,  that  have  contributed  to  the  abuse 
and  mistreatment  of  Jews.  (D055a) 

Endorses  substantive  dialogue 
between  Christian  and  Muslim 
communities  that  maintains  the 
theological  integrity  of  both  faith 
communities  and  a  commitment  to 
human  rights  and  religious  freedom. 
(D069s) 

INTERNATIONAL  MINISTRIES 

Expresses  continuing  concern  for 
suffering  and  hardships  affecting  L'Eglise 
Episcopale  du  Rwanda.  (A108s) 

Designates  the  last  Sunday  of 
Epiphany  as  World  Mission  Sunday; 
provide  educational  opportunities  at  all 
levels  of  the  church  to  prepare  for  World 
Mission  Sunday;  and  encourage  mission 
networks.  (A205) 

Supports  the  collaboration  of  the 
Convocation  of  American  Churches  in 
Europe  with  the  other  Anglican 
jurisdictions  in  the  area  and  provide  some 
funding  for  Convocation  use  in  developing 
new  ministries.  (C031a) 

Reaffirms  the  Convention's 
declaration  that  the  year  2000  will  be  a 
Jubilee  Year  and  its  commitment  to  the 
Jubilee  imperatives  of  debt  forgiveness, 
environmental  stewardship,  and  human 
liberation;  and  acknowledge  and  support 
the  response  to  the  churches  by  the  World 
Bank  and  the  International  Monetary 
Fund.  (D015a)  Receives,  with 


appreciation  and  humility,  the  message  of 
the  Nippon  Sei  Ko  Kai  regarding  its  role 
in  Japan  during  World  War  II, 
commended  Presiding  Bishop  Edmond  L. 
Browning  for  his  statement  of  sorrow 
about  the  bombings  of  Hiroshima  and 
Nagasaki,  and  resolved  to  work  actively 
with  members  of  the  Church  in  Japan  to 
promote  reconciliation  and  friendship. 
(D049) 

INTERNATIONAL  RELATIONS 

Sends  love,  greetings,  assurances  of 
prayers  and  concern  for  the  Diocese  of 
Okinawa,  Nippon  Sei  Ko  Kai  (NSKK),  and 
assures  the  people  of  Okinawa  of  the 
Episcopal  Church's  concern  over  the 
impact  of  US  military  bases  on  daily  life 
in  Okinawa.  Pledges  to  join  with  NSKK  to 
address  this  concern  and  to  take  the 
concern  to  the  US  Government  in  hopes 
of  influencing  socially  responsible  criteria 
for  US  relations  with  the  island.  (A106) 

Expresses  its  sorrow  and 
compassion  for  the  suffering  of  the 
people  of  Central  American,  South 
American,  and  Caribbean  nations  at  the 
hands  of  military  leaders  trained  in 
special  US  military  institutions  and  calls 
upon  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
assure  that  no  US  Government- 
sponsored  facility  will  in  future  teach 
techniques  intended  to  suppress 
democracy  or  violate  Inter-American 
human  rights  conventions.  Stresses  that 
the  Episcopal  Church  stands  in  solidarity 
with  all  nations  struggling  to  build  strong, 
democratic  societies  and  institutions. 
(D009s) 

LAY  MINISTRY 

Calls  for  a  survey  of  programs  for 
education  of  the  laity  every  three  years, 
with  a  consolidated  report  to  be  provided 
to  Bishops,  Deputies,  Commissions  on 
Ministry,  and  the  Directors  of  the  training 
programs  included  in  the  survey.  (A134s) 

Amends  Canon  III. 3.5(a)(2),  dealing 
with  "Lay  Eucharistic  Ministers,"  to 
indicate  that  a  person  so  licensed  may 
also  be  known  as  a  "Lay  Eucharistic 
Visitor."  (D045) 

LITURGY   

Authorizes  continued  trial  use  of  the 
readings  and  psalms  of  the  Revised 
Common  Lectionary  for  study  and 
evaluation  during  the  triennium  beginning 
with  the  First  Sunday  of  Advent  1997, 
and  directs  the  Standing  Liturgical 
Commission  to  collect  the  suggestions 
and  changes  of  readers  to  inform  a  report 
to  the  next  General  Convention  and  also 
authorizes  funds  to  be  used  for 
consultant  expenses  in  the  triennium. 
Directs  the  Standing  Liturgical 


Commission  to  submit  to  the  next 
General  Convention  an  amendment  to 
the  Lectionary  of  The  Book  of  Common 
Prayer  to  adopt  the  Revised  Common 
Lectionary,  with  amendments,  to  take 
effect  on  the  first  day  of  Advent,  2003. 
(A072a) 

Makes  a  number  of  revisions  to 
Weekday  Readings:  Daily  Eucharistic 
Lectionary.  (A073a) 

Approves  for  study  and  occasional 
use  under  the  direction  of  the  bishop, 
The  Liturgical  Psalter:  Text  for  Study  and 
Comment  and  Psalter  for  the  Christian 
People.  (A074)  Authorizes  the 
publication  by  the  Standing  Liturgical 
Commission  of  Enriching  Our  Worship, 
editorial  changes  and  additions  to 
Supplemental  Liturgical  Materials,  for 
trial  use  during  the  1998-2000  triennium 
with  the  permission  of  the  diocesan 
bishop  or  ecclesiastical  authority. 
(A075a) 

Authorizes  diocesan  liturgical 
commissions  and  congregations,  with 
permission  of  their  ordinary,  to  make  use 
of  materials  contained  in  "Enriching  Our 
Worship,"  and  to  develop  local  materials 
in  context  of  "An  Order  for  Celebrating 
the  Holy  Eucharist  (Rite  III)."  (A076s) 

Commends  for  study,  Renewing  the 
Anglican  Eucharist,  Findings  of  the  Fifth 
International  Anglican  Liturgical 
Consultation  (Grove  Worship  Series  No. 
135).  (A079) 

MATRIMONY 

Recognizes  the  importance  of  the 
lifelong  commitment  to  and  fidelity  in  the 
marital  relationship  between  husband 
and  wife  and  urges  congregations  to 
support  and  develop  ways  to  encourage 
and  maintain  healthy  marriages  through 
marriage  retreats,  premarital  counseling, 
preaching  and  teaching  on  standards  for 
Christian  marriage,  and  by  the 
development  of  mentoring  relationships 
in  the  congregation  between  older  and 
younger  married  couples.  (D071a) 

MEMBERSHIP  — 

Amends  Canon  1.17  (c)  allowing 
reception  into  the  Episcopal  Church, 
rather  than  confirmation,  of  adults  who 
have  previously  made  a  public 
commitment  to  a  bishop  of  a  church  in 
communion  with  the  Episcopal  Church. 
(D006a) 

MIGRANT  MINISTRIES  — 

Charges  dioceses  and  provinces  to 
expand  advocacy  and  outreach  among 
migrant  and  seasonal  farm  workers. 
(A129) 
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MINISTRY 

Directs  the  Council  for  the 
Development  of  Ministry,  in  consultation 
with  the  Racial  Ethnic  Ministry 
Committee,  to  examine  the  overall 
structure  of  ministry  development, 
especially  the  ordination  process,  to 
assure  the  church  that  all  aspects  of 
ministry  are  open  to  everyone.  (A033a) 

Directs  the  Council  for  the 
Development  of  Ministry  to  continue  to 
develop  a  clear  theology  of  ministry  and 
to  undertake  a  full  review  of  Title  III 
Canons  in  order  to  propose  a  complete 
revision  of  these  Canons,  in  consultation 
with  the  Standing  Commission  on 
Constitution  and  Canons,  to  the  next 
General  Convention.  (A086) 

MISSION  STRATEGY 

Commends  the  Justice,  Peace  and 
Integrity  of  Creation  Committee  and  its 
related  networks  for  convening  the 
National  Episcopal  Summit  in  Cincinnati 
in  March,  1997;  encourages  the  church  to 
respond  actively  to  the  Summit's 
recommendations;  refers  them  to 
Executive  Council  for  implementation. 
(A037) 

Reinstitutes  a  grants  program  to 
adequately  support  the  ministries  of 
Jubilee,  Anti-Racism,  Economic  Justice, 
Environmental  Stewardship,  and  Global 
Peace  and  Justice.  (A042s) 

Authorizes  continued  support  and 
funding  for  the  nationwide  network  of 
Jubilee  Centers.  (A043) 

Gives  thanks  for  creative  ministries 
which  reach  across  racial  and  cultural 
lines;  requests  dioceses  and  provinces, 
with  support  from  the  Evangelism  Office 
at  the  Church  Center,  to  implement 
domestic  missionary  strategies  to  reach 
out  to  ethnic  groups  not  present  in  large 
numbers  in  the  Episcopal  Church. 
(A068s) 

Directs  Executive  Council  to  staff  a 
position  for  congregational  development 
in  the  next  triennium.  (A084) 

Encourages  urban  dioceses  to 
develop  broadbased  strategies  for 
congregational  development.  (A085a) 

Encourages  filling  of  positions  for  the 
Office  of  Rural/Small  Community 
Ministries.  (A127) 

Amends  Canon  I.6  to  revise  parochial 
report  procedures  and  postpone  date  for 
submission  of  diocesan  reports.  (A131a) 

Commends  the  work  of  the  Office  of 
General  Convention  and  the  Church 
Pension  Group  for  addressing 
deficiencies  of  data-gathering  for 
statistical  reporting  on  the  State  of  the 
Church,  and  instructs  the  Executive 
Council  to  support  a  continuation  of  this 
effort.  (A133) 

BmmmmmmmimmMammmMmmmmmmmmmM 
NOVEMBER  1997 


Commends  the  1 997  Report  of  the 
Standing  Commission  on  World  Mission; 
directs  Executive  Council  to  initiate 
development  of  a  Partnership  for  Global 
Mission  in  consultation  with  the  Standing 
Commission,  the  Anglican  and  Global 
Relations  Office,  and  the  Episcopal 
Council  for  Global  Mission,  and  to  report 
back  to  the  next  General  Convention. 
(A204s) 

Renews  its  historic  commitment  to 
higher  education;  urges  dioceses  to 
strengthen  budgets  for  college 
chaplaincies,  by  working  ecumenically  for 
expanded  chaplaincies,  by  supporting  the 
student  volunteer  Learning  Through 
Service  program  and  the  upcoming 
campus  ministry  conference,  Real 
Presence,  to  be  held  in  December,  1997. 
(B025a) 

Asks  the  church  to  re-establish  and 
fund  a  resource  office  and  information 
center  to  assist  persons  with  disabilities. 
(C046) 

Proclaims  the  responsibility  of  the 
church  for  ministries  to  and  with  the  poor; 
challenges  every  congregation  to  establish 
at  least  one  person-to-person  ministry 
with  the  poor;  that  ministry  will  include 
sharing  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Asks  Executive  Council  and  the  House  of 
Bishops  to  set  the  year  2000  as  the  goal 
for  establishing  person-to-person 
ministries  to  the  poor;  requests  the 
National  Jubilee  Ministries  Center  Network 
to  help  organize  and  sustain  these  faith- 
based  ministries.  (D030a) 

Asks  Convention  to  restore  the 
Episcopal  Commission  for  Black 
Ministries,  the  Episcopal  Commission  on 
Indian  Ministries,  Episcopal  Asian 
Ministries,  and  the  Hispanic  Commission 
as  advisory  councils  to  the  Episcopal 
Church  Ethnic  Desk.  (D067) 

Charges  the  Executive  Council  with 
the  establishment  of  a  resource  center 
and  clearinghouse  for  multiple  resources 
combating  the  sin  of  racism.  (D075) 

ORDAINED  MINISTRY 

Amends  Canon  111.14.4(c)  to  clarify 
procedures  for  members  of  the  clergy 
desiring  to  pursue  non-ecclesiastical 
employment,  whose  declaration  shall  be 
treated  as  though  it  were  a  declaration  of 
renunciation  of  ordained  ministry  under 
Canon  111.18.  (A008) 

Amends  Title  III,  The  Canons,  by 
adding  Canon  18,  which  addresses  the 
reasons  for  and  the  steps  in  the 
renunciation  of  the  ordained  ministry  of 
priests,  deacons,  and  bishops.  (A010a) 

ORDINATION  PROCESS 

Amend  canons  to  clarify  that  sex  shall 
not  be  a  factor  in  ordination,  the 
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acceptance  of  Letters  Dimissory,  the 
issuance  of  licenses  to  members  of  the 
clergy,  or  determination  of  priestly 
qualification.  (A052a) 

States  that  neither  sex  nor  theological 
views  on  women's  ordination  shall 
exclude  persons  from  the  ordination 
process,  license  to  officiate,  call  to  a  cure 
or  letters  dimissory,  or  participation  in 
the  governance  of  this  church;  the  canons 
regarding  the  ordination,  licensing,  and 
deployment  of  women  are  mandatory; 
dioceses  which  have  not  complied  with 
the  canons  shall  provide  status  reports 
on  progress  toward  implementation. 
(A053a) 

Authorizes  the  General  Board  of 
Examining  Chaplains  to  charge  a  fee  of 
$300  for  the  General  Ordination 
Examinations  with  the  proviso  that  the 
fees  may  be  reduced  or  waived  for 
candidates  who  are  unable  to  pay.  (A056) 

Amends  Canon  3.8.4(f)  to  allow 
certification  of  members  of  recognized 
religious  communities  by  the 
community's  superior,  person  in  charge, 
chapter  or  comparable  body.  (A088) 

Asks  that  the  Board  of  Examining 
Chaplains  study  and  evaluate  the  timing, 
function  and  purpose  of  the  General 
Ordination  Exams  and  report  to  the  next 
General  Convention.  (B006s) 

Amends  Canon  3.7.5(a)(3)  to  include 
missionary  theology  and  missiology  as 
part  of  the  Christian  theology  requirement 
for  candidates  seeking  ordination  to  the 
diaconate. 

PEACE 

Commends  those  people  actively 
participating  in  the  Guatemalan  peace 
process;  asks  the  church  to  support  the 
Diocese  of  Guatemala  in  efforts  to 
promote  societal  change;  urges  the  US 
Government  to  provide  economic  aid  to 
Central  American  countries;  encourages 
people  working  for  peace  in  other  areas 
to  look  to  the  Guatemala  process  as  a 
model.  (A105a) 

Recognizes  Jerusalem  as  the  seat  of 
the  Abrahamic  peoples;  acknowledges 
the  historic  presence  of  Jews,  Palestinian 
Christians,  and  Muslims;  affirms  that 
Jerusalem  should  serve  as  the  capital  for 
two  sovereign  and  independent  states, 
Israel  and  Palestine,  and  that  Israel 
should  treat  the  Palestinians  equally  with 
Jews.  (A107a) 

Sends  congratulations  to  Carlos  Filipe 
Ximenes  Belo,  bishop  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Diocese  of  East  Timor,  in 
recognition  of  his  receiving  the  Nobel 
Prize  in  1996,  and  supporting  his  future 
work  toward  a  just  and  peaceful  solution 
to  the  conflict  in  East  Timor.  (B012) 

Asks  the  prayers  of  the  church  for  the 
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people  of  Sierra  Leone,  their  material 
assistance  where  possible,  and  all 
efforts  through  public  policy  networks 
for  a  negotiated  peace  settlement. 
(B033) 

Supports  the  principal  of  total 
nuclear  disarmament;  notes  progress  to 
date  but  asks  for  further  efforts. 
Encourages  the  US  Government  to 
exercise  leadership  in  negotiating  an 
International  Treaty  on  Comprehensive 
Nuclear  Disarmament.  Supports  the 
World  Campaign  to  Abolish  Nuclear 
Weapons,  and  encourages  all 
Episcopalians  to  support  it.  Calls  on  our 
sister  Churches  in  the  Anglican 
Communion  to  join  us  in  the  fight  for 
disarmament.  Asks  that  this 
disarmament  resolution  be  sent  to  US 
Government  officials,  UN  officials,  and 
key  Anglican  representatives  worldwide. 
(D022s) 

PRESIDING  BISHOP 

Amends  Canon  1.2.4(a)  to  focus  the 
role  of  the  Presiding  Bishop  in  speaking 
to  and  for  the  church.  (A183) 

Amends  Canon  l.2.4(6)(iii)  to 
conform  language  regarding  celebration 
of  the  Eucharist  during  a  visitation  of  the 
Presiding  Bishop  to  the  terminology  of 
the  Prayer  Book.  (A184) 

Amends  Canon  1.2.1(e)  to  require 
the  House  of  Bishops  to  report  to  the 
House  of  Deputies  the  tallies  of  all 
ballots  in  the  election  of  a  Presiding 
Bishop.  (B003) 

Announces  that  the  House  of 
Bishops,  with  the  House  of  Deputies 
confirming,  has  duly  elected  the  Rt.  Rev. 
Frank  T.  Griswold  III  as  Presiding  Bishop 
and  Primate  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  to 
take  office  January  1, 1998.  (B052) 

PROVINCIAL  AUTONOMY 

Requests  that  Executive  Council,  in 
consultation  with  the  Dioceses  of 
Province  IX,  review  the  impact  of  the 
departure  from  the  Province  of  the 
dioceses  forming  IARCA  on  the  work  of 
the  church  in  the  Province.  (A197s) 

Approves  the  request  of  the  Central 
American  Dioceses  of  Guatemala,  El 
Salvador,  Nicaragua,  and  Panama  to 
leave  Province  IX  to  form  a  new 
Province  of  the  Anglican  Communion 
called  the  Anglican  Church  of  the  Central 
Region  of  America,  otherwise  known  as 
Iglesia  Anglicana  de  la  Region  Central  de 
America  (IARCA) ;  approves  the 
Covenant  which  includes  continued 
partnership  in  mission  and  a  forty-year 
progressive  financial  reduction;  and  asks 
the  new  Province  to  implement  a 
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pension  program  no  later  than  January  1, 
2003.  (B019sa) 

Continues  for  three  more  years  the 
experiment  in  cooperation  between  the 
Dioceses  of  Haiti  and  the  Dominican 
Republic  and  the  Caribbean  Region, 
which  includes  the  autonomous  dioceses 
of  Puerto  Rico  and  Cuba.  (C01 0a) 

RACISM 

Reaffirms  previous  resolutions 
against  racism;  directs  Executive  Council 
to  monitor  diocesan  progress  in 
implementing  anti-racism  resolutions, 
with  annual  reports  to  the  church  and 
triennial  reports  to  General  Convention. 
(A039a) 

Creates  an  Anti-Racism  working 
group  of  the  Justice,  Peace  and  Integrity 
of  Creation  Committee  of  Executive 
Council  to  collaborate  on  anti-racism 
work  with  the  Standing  Commissions  on 
the  Church  in  Small  Communities  and  the 
Church  in  Metropolitan  Areas.  (A128) 

Expresses  its  support  of  President 
Clinton's  decision  to  appoint  a  national 
commission  to  combat  the  sin  of  racism; 
offers  the  help  and  support  of  the  church 
in  the  endeavor.  (D040) 

REFUGEES 

Supports  the  rights  of  women  fleeing 
the  practice  of  female  genital  mutilation  to 
be  granted  refugee  status  and  asylum. 
(C017a) 

Charges  Episcopal  Migration 
Ministries  with  developing  and 
implementing  an  advocacy  agenda 
reflecting  the  concern  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  that  the  US  Government 
implement  a  generous  and  fair  refugee 
admissions  program  in  response  to  the 
worldwide  refugee  crisis.  (D081) 

RULES  OF  ORDER 

Deletes  references  to  "Joint 
Commissions"  in  the  Rules  of  Order. 
(A156) 

Amends  Rules  of  Order  to  shorten 
time  an  item  must  be  posted  on  the 
Consent  Calendar  before  voting  from  two 
days  to  one.  (B021,  D038) 

Adds  new  category  of  non- 
jurisdictional  bishops  who  may  have  seat 
and  voice  in  the  House  of  Bishops.  (B022) 

Directs  the  Secretary  of  General 
Convention  to  edit  the  Rules  of  Order  of 
the  House  of  Bishops  and  the  House  of 
Deputies,  and  the  Joint  Rules  of  Order,  to 
use  gender  inclusive  language  wherever 
possible.  (D039) 

SEMINARIES 

Asks  the  Presiding  Bishop  to 
designate  one  Sunday  each  year  as 
Theological  Education  Sunday.  (A200) 


STEWARDSHIP 

Directs  Exe- 
cutive Council  and 
Church  Center 
staff  to  develop 
educational 
programs  on 
planned  giving 
and  the  tithe. 
(A066) 

Reaffirms  the  tithe  as  the  minimum 
standard  of  giving;  reports  that  Deputies 
and  Bishops  have  affirmed  their  personal 
commitment  to  the  tithe  by  signing 
pledges  to  be  circulated  and  printed  in  the 
Journal;  calls  on  dioceses,  congregations, 
and  individuals  to  accept  and  teach  the 
tithe  as  the  minimum  standard.  (A138s) 

Encourages  parishes  to  continue  or 
initiate  giving  at  least  1  %  of  annual 
budget  income  to  one  or  more  accredited 
seminaries  of  this  church.  (A139a) 

Calls  on  congregations  to  develop 
strategies  of  giving  time,  talent,  and 
treasure  for  others.  (A140s) 

Urges  cooperation  with  the 
stewardship  education  program  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America. 
(A141) 

Establishes  as  a  theme  for 
stewardship  resources  for  the  next 
triennium,  "Stewardship,  Our  Covenant 
with  God" —  "Mayordomia,  Nuestro 
Pacto  con  Dios."  (A142) 

Authorizes  financial  support  for 
dissemination  of  existing  Hispanic 
stewardship  video  and  training  manuals, 
and  for  training  regional  leaders  in  their 
use.  (A143) 

Relates  Planned  Giving  Materials  to 
the  rubric  on  page  445  of  the  Book  of 
Common  Prayer,  which  calls  all  persons 
to  make  wills  while  they  are  in  good 
health.  (A146) 

States  that  the  policy  of  the  church 
discourages  church  leaders,  lay  or 
ordained,  from  using  their  relationships 
within  the  church  for  financial  gain  and 
that  any  personal  bequests  or  gifts 
connected  with  church  relationships 
should  be  transferred  to  religious  or 
charitable  use.  Encourages  dioceses  to 
adopt  practices  in  keeping  with  this 
policy.  (B017a) 

STRUCTURE  -  FINANCIAL 

Amends  the  Joint  Rules  of  Order  II, 
10  (Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Program,  Budget  and  Finance)  as  regards 
organizational  and  procedural  matters. 
(A115) 

Amends  Joint  Rules  of  Order  IV,  15 
pertaining  to  Supplemental  Money  Bills. 
(A116) 

Amends  Canon  1.1 .7  to  clarify 
relationship  and  duties  of  the  Treasurer  of 


General  Convention.  (A117a) 

Amends  Title  I,  Canon  I,  Section  9  as 
regards  approval  of  Treasurer  borrowing 
to  defray  expenses  of  General 
Convention.  (A119a) 

Amends  Canon  I.4.6  to  provide  for  a 
unified  budget  with  Canonical,  Corporate, 
and  Program  sections,  and  that  income 
be  generated  by  a  single  asking  of  the 
dioceses.  (A1 22a) 

STRUCTURE  INTERIM  BODIES 

Continues  the  Justice,  Peace  and 
Integrity  of  Creation  Committee  of 
Executive  Council  and  provides  funds  for 
its  work.  (A036) 

Continues  support  and  funding  for 
the  work  of  the  Executive  Council 
Commission  on  HIV/AIDS,  with  annual 
reports  to  the  Executive  Council.  (A045) 

Authorizes  continuation  of  Forward 
Movement  publications  under 
supervision  of  the  Presiding  Bishop. 
(A054) 

Eliminates  references  to  Joint 
Commissions  from  the  canons.  (A155a) 

Amends  Canon  1.1.2(b)  to  declare  a 
vacancy  after  two  unexcused  absences 
from  Interim  Body  meetings.  (A157) 

Amends  Canon  1.1.2(c)  about 
vacancies  on  Standing  Commissions,  to 
leave  unfilled  any  vacancies  occurring 
within  one  year  of  the  next  General 
Convention  unless  a  replacement  is 
requested  by  the  Committee.  (A1 58) 

Amends  Canon  l.1.2.(g)  to  instruct 
the  Presiding  Bishop  and  the  President  of 
the  House  of  Deputies  to  appoint  one 
member  as  convenor  of  each  Standing 
Commission.  (A160a) 

Amends  Canon  1.1.2(d)  to  provide 
that  liaisons  from  Executive  Council  may 
be  appointed  by  the  Presiding  Bishop  and 
the  President  of  the  House  of  Deputies  to 
serve  with  voice  but  no  vote  on  Standing 
Commissions,  such  participation  to  be 
funded  from  the  Council's  budget.  (A161) 

Discontinues,  as  an  omnibus 
measure,  a  number  of  interim  bodies, 
with  responsibilities  distributed  as 
indicated  below.  One  group  slated  for 
elimination  was  continued:  the  Standing 
Commission  on  the  Church  in  Small 
Communities.  (A162a) 

Amends  Canon  1.1 .2(n)  to  create  a 
new  Standing  Commission  on  Anglican 
and  International  Peace  with  Justice 
Concerns,  to  assume  responsibility  for 
the  international  matters  previously  dealt 
with  by  the  former  Standing  Commission 
on  Peace  with  Justice.  (A163a) 

Amends  Canons  to  create  a  new 
Standing  Commission  on  Liturgy  and 
Music,  taking  the  place  of  the  former 
Standing  Liturgical  Commission  and 
Standing  Commission  on  Church  Music. 


(A164,  A165,  A166a,  A167) 

Amends  Canon  l.1.2(n)(2), 
expanding  the  duties  of  the 
Standing  Commission  on 
Constitution  and  Canons  to 
include  recommending  changes 
to  the  bylaws  of  the  Executive 
Council  and  the  Domestic  and 
Foreign  Missionary  Society  to 
keep  them  in  conformity  with  the 
Constitution  and  Canons  of  the 
Episcopal  Church.  (A168) 

Amends  Canon  l.1.2(n)  to 
create  a  new  Standing 
Commission  on  Domestic 
Mission  and  Evangelism,  to 
assume  responsibility  for  matters 
previously  dealt  with  by  the 
Standing  Commission  on 
Evangelism  and  the  Standing 
Commission  on  Metropolitan 
Areas.  (A169a) 

Amends  Canon  l.1.2(n)(3)  to 
continue  the  Standing 
Commission  on  Ecumenical 
Relations  and  to  clarify  the 
reporting  relationships  of 
persons  representing  the 
Episcopal  Church  on  the 
governing  bodies  of  ecumenical 
bodies.  (A170a) 

Amends  the  canons  to  create 
a  new  Standing  Commission  on 
Ministry  Development,  to  assume 
responsibility  for  matters 
previously  dealt  with  by  the 
former  Council  for  the 
Development  of  Ministry  and  the 
Board  for  Theological  Education. 
(A171a,  A172,  A174sa) 

Amends  Canon  l.1.2(n)  to 
create  a  new  Standing 
Commission  on  National 
Concerns  to  assume 
responsibility  for  matters 
previously  dealt  with  by  the 
former  Standing  Commission  on 
Health,  Standing  Commission  on 
Human  Affairs,  and  the  domestic 
agenda  of  the  Standing 
Commission  on  Peace  with 
Justice.  (A1 75a) 

Amends  Canon  l.2(n)(10)  to 
enable  the  appointment  of 
Deacons  to  the  Standing 
Commission  on  Stewardship  and 
Development.  (A176a) 

Amends  the  Joint  Rules  of 
Order  to  establish  a  procedure  for 
General  Convention  to  authorize 
appointment  of  task  forces  on 
specific  issues,  with  clear  duties 
and  a  time  table.  (A180) 

Amends  Canon  1.4.3(a) 
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regarding  officers  of  the  Executive 
Council,  providing  for  the  appointment  of 
an  Executive  Director  by  the  Presiding 
Bishop,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  a 
majority  of  the  Council,  and  the  joint 
appointment  of  a  Financial  Officer  by  the 
Chair  and  Vice  Chair  of  the  Council  (the 
Presiding  Bishop  and  the  President  of  the 
House  of  Deputies).  (A189s) 

Amends  Canon  1. 3  regarding  officers 
of  the  Domestic  and  Foreign  Missionary 
Society.  (A190a) 

Makes  editorial  change  to  remove  the 


reference  to  the  Joint  Commission  on 
AIDS  from  Canon  l.1.2(o),  since  the  1994 
Convention  created  the  Commission  on 
HIV/AIDS  of  Executive  Council.  (A192) 
Creates  a  new  Canon  V.4  to  provide 
additional  details  about  status  and 
eligibility  for  continued  service  of 
members.  (A195a) 

Amends  Canon  1.1 .2(n)  to  modify  the 
membership  and  clarify  the 
responsibilities  of  the  Standing 
Commission  on  World  Mission.  (A203) 


^  ^  f  \   Beyond  I 

*  Ourselves 


WELFARE 

Prioritizes  issues  arising  from 
welfare  reform,  especially  as  regards  the 
lives  of  women  and  children,  in  diocesan 
mission  outreach  programs;  encourages 
dioceses  and  congregations  to 
collaborate  with  state  and  local 
government  and  other  groups  in 
addressing  the  negative  effects  of  welfare 
reform;  asks  the  Office  of  Government 
Relations  to  lobby  for  more  responsible 
approaches  to  welfare  reform  legislation. 
(A050a) 


YOUTH 

Urges  that  young 
adults  (19-30  years 
old)  be  considered  for 
appointment  to  the 
church's  committees, 
commissions,  boards,  and  agencies. 
(A147a) 

Adopts  "A  Children's  Charter  for  the 
Church"  as  a  vision  of  children's 
ministries;  asks  that  each  diocese  study 
and  use  the  Charter.  (B005) 


Episcopalians  Join  'Sacred  Assembly5  of  Promise  Keepers  in  Washington,  D.C. 

by  Michael  Harwell 


(ENS)  "I  have  to  admit  I  was 
impressed,"  said  the  Rev.  Benjamin 
Shambaugh,  Rector  of  St.  John's 
Episcopal  Church  in  Olney,  Maryland. 
"I  went  to  Promise  Keepers'  with  a 
good  deal  of  skepticism.  What  I  saw 
that  day  on  the  Mall  was  not  a  series  of 
resolutions  that  were  debated  and 
watered  down  on  a  convention  floor. 
What  I  saw  was  close  to  a  million  men 
willing  to  'walk  the  walk'  and  literally 
turn  their  lives  and  their 
world  around." 

In  an  apparent  quest  for  spiritual 
renewal,  hundreds  of  thousands  of  men 
from  across  the  country  converged  on 
Washington,  D.C,  for  a  six-hour 
"sacred  assembly"  on  Oct.  4  to  sing, 
pray,  and  confess  their  sins  of  racism, 
infidelity,  and  abandonment  of  their 
families.  They  sought  a  collective  self- 
absolution  and  were  exhorted  by 
Promise  Keepers  founder,  Bill 
McCartney,  to  become  active  in  their 
home  church. 

Characterized  as  "muscular 
Christianity"  meeting  in  a  "macho-free 
zone,"  the  revival  meeting  brought 
together  men  of  all  ages,  races, 
denominations,  and  political 
persuasions  to  focus  on  family  values, 
take  responsibility  for  their  actions, 
and  be  better  husbands  and  fathers. 
They  pledged  to  help  lead  their 
families,  communities  and  the  nation  to 
salvation  through  Jesus  Christ. 
Unofficial  estimates  of  the  crowd 
ranged  from  400,000  to  750,000. 

The  rally  theme  "Standing  in  the 
Gap"  was  derived  from  the  passage  in 
Ezekiel  where  the  Lord  looked  without 
success  for  a  righteous  man  "to  stand 
before  me  in  the  gap  on  behalf  of  the 
land  so  I  would  not  have  to  destroy  it." 


Men  from  across  the  Episcopal 
Church,  including  congregations  in 
Pittsburgh,  Montana,  Nebraska, 
Michigan,  and  all  along  the  eastern 
seaboard,  flew  in  chartered  jets  or 
drove  all  night  in  cars  and  buses  to  join 
the  rally. 

An  estimated  three  busloads  and 
more  individuals —  including  Bishop 
Robert  Duncan  —  made  the  trip  from 
the  Diocese  of  Pittsburgh,  said  the  Rev. 
Neil  Brown,  Rector  of  St.  Martin's  in 
Monroeville,  Pennsylvania.  Noting  that 
two  previous  rallies  have  been  staged 
in  Three  Rivers  Stadium  in  Pittsburgh, 
Brown  said  that  Promise  Keepers  "has 
become  a  significant  part  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  here.  And  men  are 
coming  for  the  same  reason  from  all 
over  the  U.S.,  because  this  has  struck  a 
chord  that  we  are  called  to  care  for  our 
families  and  to  pay  attention  to  our 
spiritual  life." 

The  rally  was  not  without  its 
critics.  Equal  Partners  in  Faith,  an 
ecumenical  coalition  of  clergy,  met  in 
St.  Margaret's  Episcopal  Church  in 
Washington  to  protest  Promise 
Keepers'  conservative  rhetoric  and  to 
talk  about  equality  of  men  and  women 
in  Christian  homes,  according  to  press 
reports. 

"Discussions  about  the  Promise 
Keepers  carried  out  in  Episcopal  and 
ecumenical  women's  gatherings  are 
both  optimistic  and  fearful,"  said  Ann 
Smith,  Director  of  Women  in  Ministry 
and  Mission  for  the  Episcopal  Church. 
"We  feel  optimistic  about  the  thousands 
of  men  who,  through  their  own 
personal  conversion,  are  promising  to 
be  better  husbands,  fathers,  brothers 
and  sons.  What  we  fear  is  the  political 
agenda  of  the  hierarchy.  Will  they  try 


to  influence  these  well-meaning  men  to 
help  cany  out  political  actions  that 
oppose  equality  for  all  people?  Or  will 
they  do  as  they  promise  and  be  a 
revival  movement  for  men?" 

"Is  it  terrifying?  Yes,  it  is!"  said  the 
Rev.  Bob  Lambert  an  area  missioner 
serving  two  congregations  in 
Lexington  and  Arapahoe  in  the 
Diocese  of  Nebraska.  "To  see  that 
many  men  willing  to  be  Christians,  and 
be  inclusive,  and  not  claim  power"  is 
threatening  to  many  observers. 
Lambert  went  to  Washington  with 
parishioner  Charlie  Cadwell,  who  paid 
for  his  air  fare  and  expenses  as  a  gift. 
"I  went  to  see  what  this  would  do  for 
my  ministry,"  Lambert  said, 
acknowledging  that  he  had  no  firsthand 
experience  but  was  wary  of  a 
conservative  agenda,  and  forewarned 
against  abuse  of  control,  especially  in 
relationships  between  husbands  and 
wives. 

Characterizing  himself  as  a 
"moderate  conservative"  who  is  a 
Nashota  House  graduate  with 
"evangelical  experience,"  Lambert  also 
noted  that  he  was  admittedly 
"emotionally  detached,"  primarily 
because  he  also  is  a  trained  group 
therapist.  His  professional  observation 
is  that  he  saw  "no  sense  of  emotive 
coercion"  to  force  emotional  responses 
from  the  men.  Instead,  he  saw 
"permission  to  react  or  not  react.  It  was 
a  safe  place  to  do  that.  Crying  is  not  a 
loss  of  the  male  image,"  he  observed. 
"It's  not  breaking  down  but  opening  up 
to  God's  spirit." 

"It  is  easy  for  me  to  understand 
how  fearful  it  may  be  to  some  people 
to  watch  almost  a  million  men  on  their 
knees  asking  for  forgiveness,  the 


Episcopal  men  from  dioceses  across 
the  country  joined  hundreds  of  thousands 
for  the  Promise  Keepers  rally  in 
Washington,  DC  October  4. 
(Christian  Challenge  photo/Traycik) 

power  to  follow  God's  will  in  their 
lives,  and  to  proclaim  God's  love  and 
desire  to  have  a  relationship  with  all 
mankind,"  Lambert  said.  "It  is  a 
witness  to  God's  love  empowering 
men  to  act  in  humility  and  love  in  a 
world  that  knows  this  is  much  more 
powerful  than  position,  authority  or 
control." 

"I  was  impressed.  There's  no 
getting  around  that,"  Lambert  said. 
"To  get  men  into  the  church,  to  get 
them  to  be  active  in  their  churches, 
and  to  build  up  the  church  of  Jesus 
Christ —  there's  nothing  wrong  with 
that." 

—  Michael  Bwwell  is  Deputy  Director  of  News 
and  In  formation  for  the  Episcopal  Church. 
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Technology  Breakthrough  to  Enhance  Communications  at  Lambeth  in  1998 


(ENS)  Anglican  bishops  from  around  the 
world  attending  the  1 998  Lambeth  Conference  in 
Canterbury.  England,  next  summer  will  be  able  to 
keep  in  touch  with  their  dioceses  and  each  other 
using  the  Internet. 

"The  bishops  and  conference  staff  will  be 
sending  out  news  and  other  information  in  multi- 
lingual forms  as  fast  as  possible,"  said  the  Rev. 
Peter  Moore,  an  Australian  priest  serving  as  a 
missionary'  in  Uruguay  who  is  heading  the 
electronics  media  planning  team  for  Lambeth. 
"They  will  be  able  to  keep  in  touch  with  home  and 
people  at  home  will  see  the  value  and  usefulness  of 
conferencing  here.  It  will  be  a  two-way  deal." 

The  Lambeth  Conference  is  held  every  10 
years  at  the  invitation  of  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury.  An  international  communications 
planning  team  for  Lambeth  recently  met  at  the 
University  of  Kent,  where  an  estimated  1,250 
bishops,  their  spouses  and  staff  members  will 
gather  for  three  weeks  in  July  and  August  next 
year.  Plans  include  operating  a  news  service, 
establishing  a  campus  electronic  mail  system, 
connecting  the  conference  to  the  worldwide 
Internet  and  establishing  web  pages  for  some 


dioceses  or  provinces. 

"We  will  be  disseminating  news  and 
information  throughout  the  Anglican  Communion 
more  quickly  and  widely  than  at  any  time  in 
history,"  said  the  Rev.  Kris  Lee.  Director  of 
Telecommunications  for  the  Episcopal  Church. 

"This  new  capability  to  communicate  through 
the  Inter  Anglican  Information  Networks  (IAIN) 
can  be  seen  as  an  'instrument  of  unity'  for  the 
entire  Anglican  Communion,"  said  Lee.  "Now  the 
people  in  the  pews,  around  the  world,  can 
participate  almost  as  it  happens." 

Basic  services  to  be  offered  on  campus  include 
electronic  mail  for  all  bishops. 

A  majority  of  funding  for  the  Lambeth 
communications  project  is  being  supported  by 
grants  from  Trinity  Parish,  New  York,  as  part  of 
their  global  telecommunications  ministry  for  the 
worldwide  Anglican  Communion. 

Many  of  the  advanced  telecommunications 
plans  for  Lambeth  are  the  result  of  recent 
breakthroughs  in  hardware,  software,  and  internet 
capabilities,  the  planners  explained. 

"IAIN  is  conscious  that  most  Anglicans,  up  to 
70  percent,  do  not  have  direct  Internet  access," 


Tucas  explained.  "But  IAIN  will  offer  dial-up 
access  for  global  south  users  to  be  connected  to  the 
rest  of  the  Anglican  Communion  and  to  be  able  to 
speak  to  issues  which  would  be  much  more 
difficult  by  standard  mail  or  very  expensive  by 
telephone  or  fax.  The  IAIN  managers  have  created 
a  system  that  will  allow  easy  access  and 
participation  throughout  the  communion." 

"These  technological  breakthroughs  provide  a 
distinct  advantage  for  inclusion,  especially  for 
people  in  the  global  south,"  Moore  added.  "We  can 
now  be  more  than  receivers  of  information,  we  can 
now  actively  participate." 

"We  will  finally  be  able  to  operate  IAIN  the 
way  it  was  envisioned  at  Lambeth  1988,"  Lee  said. 
"We  have  created  a  means  for  helping  the 
conference  to  communicate,  to  extend  the 
conference  beyond  next  summer,  and  provide  a 
means  for  keeping  in  touch  globally." 

The  IAIN  manager  said  they  plan  to  inaugurate 
the  new  system  on  Pentecost  Sunday  1998,  several 
months  before  Lambeth. 

—  Michael  Barwell  is  Deputy  Director  of  News  and  Information 
of  the  Episcopal  Church  and  will  serve  as  News  Director 
at  the  Lambeth  Conference. 


Traditionalists  in  England  and  the  US  Moving  Towards  Separate  Provinces 


(ENS)  Traditionalists  both  in  the  United  States 
and  in  England  are  moving  towards  separate 
provinces. 

The  Episcopal  Synod  of  America  (ESA)  has 
clarified  its  goals  in  the  wake  of  the  1997  General 
Convention  in  Philadelphia.  It  will  now  seek  to 
establish  an  Orthodox  Province  of  the  Anglican 
Communion  in  North  America.  "We  will  no  longer 
speak  of  a  mission  to  be  the  church  within  the 
Episcopal  Church  for  we  have  concluded  that  the 
institutional  Episcopal  Church  has  lost  the  will  to 
be  reformed,"  said  ESA  president  Peter  Moriarty. 

The  ESA  has  made  it  clear  it  will  minister  to 
individuals  and  parishes  without  regard  for 
diocesan  boundaries  or  the  permission  of  diocesan 
bishops.  It  has  sent  a  letter  to  parishes  in  what  it 
regards  as  "hostile"  dioceses  where  the  bishop  is 
not  of  "orthodox  conviction,"  inviting  them  to 


apply  for  oversight  by  an  ESA  bishop. 

In  a  letter  to  diocesan  bishops  October  2, 
Presiding  Bishop  Edmond  Browning  said  that  he 
had  received  phone  calls  from  bishops  alerting  him 
to  the  packet  sent  by  ESA  to  "senior  wardens  in  25 
dioceses  whose  bishops  had  signed  the  Statement 
of  Koinonia."  (The  statement,  presented  by  Bishop 
John  Spong  of  Newark  to  the  House  of  Bishops 
during  its  debate  on  sexuality  in  1994,  says  that 
sexual  orientation  is  "morally  neutral,"  that 
"faithful,  monogamous,  committed"  relationships 
of  gays  and  lesbians  should  be  honored  and  that 
gay  clergy  could  serve  as  "wholesome  examples  to 
the  flock  of  Christ.") 

Bishop  Allen  Bartlett,  Jr.  of  Pennsylvania 
wrote  to  his  clergy  September  1 8  to  warn  that  such 
an  invitation  from  the  ESA  "is  a  clear  invitation  to 
schism  and  anarchy."  If  a  parish  extended  an 


invitation  to  another  bishop  "that  parish  would 
violate  the  Constitution  and  Canons  of  the 
Episcopal  Church." 

In  a  parallel  development,  500  traditionalists 
met  in  London  in  late  September  at  the  fourth 
annual  Forward  in  Faith  conference  and  agreed  to 
work  towards  an  independent  and  autonomous 
province  in  the  Church  of  England  by  the  next 
century. 

Executive  Director  Stephen  Parkinson  said  that 
one  option  would  be  a  unilateral  declaration  of 
independence,  creating  a  province  that  would 
follow  Anglican  rites  but  seek  affiliation  with 
another  confession.  Bishop  Edwin  Barnes,  of  the 
"flying  bishops"  who  now  minister  to 
traditionalists  in  the  Church  of  England,  suggested 
that  an  affiliation  with  one  of  the  Orthodox 
churches  might  be  a  possibility. 


Anglican  Bishops  Address  Issues  of  Sexuality  and  International  Debt  at  Dallas  Meeting 


(ENS)  Emerging  from  a  closed  meeting  in 
Dallas,  a  group  of  50  Anglican  bishops  and 
archbishops  from  16  nations  issued  a  strong 
statement  September  24  that  drew  direct  links 
between  the  issues  of  international  debt  and  sexual 
morality,  both  likely  topics  at  next  summer's 
Lambeth  Conference  of  Anglican  bishops. 

The  Dallas  Statement  said  that  "unbridled 
economic  individualism"  has  led  "both  to  the 
break-up  of  families  and  the  escalation  of 
international  debt."  And  it  drew  a  direct  tie  between 
"concern  for  the  social  good  of  nations"  by 
relieving  the  debt  and  promoting  "strong  healthy 
families  through  faithful  monogamous  heterosexual 
relationships." 


The  bishops,  most  of  them  from  Africa, 
expressed  gratitude  for  the  statement  by  the 
Second  Anglican  Encounter  in  the  South,  which 
met  at  Kuala  Lumpur  last  February,  and  its 
assertion  that  "the  integrity  of  our  common  witness 
is  called  into  question  because  of  new  teaching  and 
lapses  in  discipline  relating  to  human  sexuality 
occurring  in  parts  of  the  North." 

Drawing  on  scripture's  "consistent  teaching" 
about  marriage  and  the  family,  the  bishops  said, 
"We  share  in  the  affirmation  that  the  biblical 
sexual  norm  is  clear"  and  that  "the  church  has  no 
authority  to  set  aside  clear  biblical  teaching  by 
ordaining  non-celibate  homosexuals  or  authorizing 
the  blessing  of  same  sex  relationships." 
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Drawing  a  distinction  between  homosexuality 
as  an  orientation  and  the  "gay"  agenda  as  a  socio- 
political identity,  the  statement  concluded,  "It  is  not 
acceptable  for  a  pro-gay  agenda  to  be  smuggled 
into  the  church's  program  or  foisted  upon  our 
people —  and  we  will  not  permit  it." 

The  four-day  "Anglican  Life  and  Witness 
Conference,"  followed  by  visits  to  parishes  in  the 
Dallas-Ft.  Worth  area,  was  jointly  sponsored  by  the 
Oxford  Centre  for  Mission  Studies  and  the  Ekklesia 
Society,  a  member  of  the  American  Anglican 
Council  that  stresses  biblical  orthodoxy.  It  was 
hosted  and  financially  supported  by  the  Diocese  of 
Dallas. 
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"Waiting  With  God" 

An  Advent  Retreat  at  Trinity  Center 
December  5-7 

Advent  is  a  season  of  waiting  to  behold  anew  the  coming  Messiah. 
It  is  a  time  to  make  room  to  receive  the  Christ  child.  We  wait  with  labored 
breath  to  see  the  light,  peace  and  joy  promised  since  ages  past. 

And  yet,  Advent  is  also  a  season  where  we  experience  God's  waiting  on 
us:  stooping  low  to  meet  us  in  a  way  we  can  conceive  of  Christ's  birth  in  our 
very  selves.  God  waits  on  us  until  we  are  ready  to  see  and  hear  and  enflesh 
the  coming  of  Christ,  not  only  around  us  but  also  within  us. 

During  the  1997  Advent  Retreat,  Curtis  Almquist,  a  brother  of  the  Society 
of  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  will  offer  a  series  of  meditations  on  the  great 
expectations  that  God  and  we  have  in  the  birth  of  Christ.  The  spacious,  quiet 
retreat  will  offer  time  for  common  prayer  and  worship,  for  individual  and 
group  reflection  and  for  rest  and  meditation. 

Almguist,  the  retreat  leader,  is  a  priest  and  monk,  living  at  the  monastery 
of  the  Society  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist  in  Cambridge,  MA.  He  is  active  as  a 
spiritual  director  and  retreat  leader.  He  serves  his  community  as  the  Novice 
Guardian  and  the  national  church  as  Chaplain  to  the  House  of  Bishops.  He  is 
active  in  "St.  Augustine  Ministries,"  the  Society's  year-round  work  with 
children-at-risk  in  Boston. 

The  retreat  offered  by  the  Spiritual  Resources  Commission  of  the  Diocese 
of  East  Carolina  will  be  held  at  Trinity  Center.  It  will  begin  at  5:00  p.m.  on 
Friday,  December  5  and  end  with  lunch  on  Sunday,  December  7.  The  cost  of 
the  retreat  is  $1 15  for  the  entire  weekend,  including  room  and  meals.  To 
register  send  a  $20  deposit  with  the  registration  form  below  to  Nancy  Craig, 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  P.O.  Box  1336,  Kinston,  NC  28503.  Please  make 
checks  payable  to  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina.  The  registration  deadline  is 
Monday,  December  1 . 


1997  Advent  Registration 

Name 

Address 

Phone 

Return  to:  Nancy  Craig,  i 

Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  P.O.  Box  1 

336,  Kinston,  NC  28503 

Enclose  $20  deposit,  check  payable  to  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 

November  16 

November  22 
J" 

November  23 


November  30 
J* 

December  7 

December  8 
J" 

December  13 


December  14 


December  19 
December  21 

December  24 


January  4 
J" 


OFFERING 

in  Our  Diocese  and  Beyond 


Calendar 

Third  Sunday  Evensong  with  Schola  Cantorum 

at  Church  of  the  Servant,  Wilmington,  5:30  p.m. 

Carmina  Burana,  performed  by  the  Wilmington 
Choral  Society  in  Roland  Grise  Auditorium  at  8:00 
p.m.  Admission  $9  for  adults  and  $7  for  seniors/ 
students.  For  more  information  call  910/458-5164. 

Abendmusik  I:  music  for  flute  and  guitar —  a 

lullaby  to  the  last  day  of  the  church  year;  with 
Christine  Gustafson  and  Elliot  Frank  in  a  concert 
of  music  for  flute  and  guitar;  St.  Paul's, 
Greenville,  at  5  p.m. 

An  Advent  Service  of  Lessons  and  Carols,  with 
Schola  Cantorum  at  St.  Francis,  Goldsboro,  5:00  p.m. 
For  more  information  call  919/735-9845. 

Choral  Evensong  for  Advent,  St.  Andrew's-on-the- 
Sound,  Wilmington,  performed  by  the  church  choir 
at  5  p.m. 

Walk-In,  Sing-Along  Messiah,  with  the  Wilmington 
Choral  Society  and  Orchestra  in  Grise  Auditorium, 
8  p.m.  Bring  your  own  scores.  Tickets  are  $9  for 
adults  and  $7  for  seniors/students.  For  further 
information  call  910/458-5164. 

Christmas  Kid-Sing  with  the  Wilmington  Choral 
Society  at  the  New  Hanover  County  Main  Library 
(main  branch  on  Chestnut  St.)  at  1:00  p.m.  For  details 
call  910/458-5164. 

Advent  Lessons  and  Carols,  sung  by  St.  Cecilia's 
and  St.  Paul's  choirs  at  St.  Paul's,  Greenville,  5  p.m. 

Advent  Lessons  and  Carols,  sung  by  Schola 
Cantorum,  at  Holy  Trinity,  Hertford,  6:00  p.m. 
For  more  information  call  910/426-4741. 

Advent  Lessons  and  Carols,  Christ  Church, 
New  Bern,  sung  by  the  church  choir. 

"Carols  of  the  Season"  —  a  community  sing-along 
with  Barry  Bauguess  and  The  Kordax  Brass  Ensemble 
at  St.  James',  Wilmington,  12:10  p.m.  and  lunch  at 
12:40  p.m.  For  lunch  reservations  call  910/763-1628. 

A  Festival  of  Nine  Lessons  and  Carols,  sung  by 
the  choristers  at  St.  Thomas',  Ahoskie,  5:00  p.m. 

Hanging  of  the  Greens  at  Church  of  the  Servant, 

Wilmington  at  5:30  p.m. 

Christmas  Oratorio  by  Camille  Saint-Saens, 

sung  by  soloists  and  the  choir  at  St.  Paul's,  Greenville, 
10:30  p.m. 

Boar's  Head  Festival,  St.  Mary's,  Kinston  at  3:00  p.m. 
and  5:00  p.m.  For  information  call  919/523-6146. 


The  Joint  Commission  on  Liturgy  and  Music  sponsors  this  ongoing  calendar  of 
musical  offerings  available  to  all  in  our  diocese  and  beyond.  If  you  would  like 
to  have  events  in  your  parish  listed,  please  send  them  to  Mrs.  Betsy  Overton,  Rt. 
1,  Box  254,  Aulander,  NC  27805.  The  calendar  will  be  updated  with  each 
edition  of  Cross  Current. 
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Virginia  Seminary  Awards 
Honorary  Degree  to  Bishop  Daniel 

On  October  21  at  the  1997  Alumni  and  Alumnae  Convocation  at  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Theological  Seminary  in  Alexandria,  the  Rt.  Rev. 
Clifton  Daniel,  3rd  received  the  honorary  Doctor  in  Divinity  degree.  The 
citation  was  read  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Peter  James  Lee,  Bishop  of  Virginia  and 
Chairman  of  the  174-year-old  seminary's  Board  of  Trustees. 

The  citation  noted  that  when  Bishop  Daniel  was  elected  as  Bishop 
Coadjutor  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  news  of  the  election  went  out  via 
e-mail.  It  also  recalled  that  Daniel  was  loved  by  the  Virginia  Seminary  class 
of  72  for  "his  sense  of  humor,  nautical  adventures  and  an  almost  Franciscan 
care  for  the  smallest  of  God's  creatures."  Indeed,  Vann  Daniel,  Bishop 
Daniel's  mother,  recalled  after  the  service  that  during  seminary  Daniel  had 
pet  hamsters  and  goldfish.  For  Mrs.  Daniel  the  service  recalled  a  flourish  of 
warm  memories  as  both  Bishop  Daniel  and  his  sister,  the  Rev.  Patricia  Turk, 
attended  Virginia  Seminary. 

Daniel  was  cited  for  being  a  "faithful  pastor  who  loves  the  whole  people 
of  God;  an  imaginative  preacher,  who  sees  God's  hand  in  the  pieces  of 
everyday  life;  and  a  committed  Christian." 

A  large  group  from  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  was  present  for  the 
service.  In  addition  to  Daniel's  mother,  other  family  members  present 
included  Daniel's  wife  Anne,  eldest  daughter  Margaret  and  Mother  and 
Father-in-law,  Bette  and  William  Miller.  Clergy  from  the  Diocese  included 
the  Reverends  Ron  Abrams,  Gary  Fulton  and  Jim  Taylor.  Five  seminarians 
attended:  Deborah  Fox,  Jane  Bussey,  Kim  Becker,  and  Tom  Blake  and 
Charlie  Dupree,  both  of  whom  sang  in  the  choir.  The  diocesan  staff  present 
were  Jane  Wynne,  Carol  Taylor,  Jimi  Paderick,  Judy  Covington,  Kim  Bennett 
and  Alicia  Alford.  Friends  of  Daniel's  who  attended  were  the  Rev.  Judith 
Davis  who  served  as  Daniel's  assistant  at  St.  Michael's  in  Rhode  Island  and 
Virginia  Seminary  classmate  the  Very  Rev.  Lloyd  A.  Lewis  (Tony),  Dean  of 
the  Mercer  School  of  Theology  in  Garden  City,  New  York. 


Allison  (Phil  Craig's  daughter)  explained  to  her  two  sons 
Ben  (5)  and  Tyler  (7):  "Papaw  [that's  Phil  Craig]  has  a  new 
job.  He  will  be  working  for  the  bishop.  His  title  is  'Canon  to 
the  Ordinary.'" 

The  boys  responded,  "oh"  and  went  about  whatever  boys 
that  age  are  about. 

A  few  minutes  later  Allison  overheard  this  conversation. 

Ben:  "Tyler,  what's  a  canon?" 

Tyler:  "I'm  not  sure.  I  think  it  means  that  Papaw  gets  to 
shoot  things  the  bishop  says  need  shooting." 

—  Submitted  bv  the  Rev.  Phillip  Craig,  Sr. 


Parish  Pin-ups  is  a  regular  feature  of  Cross  Current.  Scan  your  church  bulletin  boards, 
bulletins  and  newsletters  and  submit  your  pin-ups  to  the  editor. 


Diocesan 


Calendar 


November 


Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry,  Diocesan  House,  10  a.m.  1 1 

Clergy  Salary  Study,  St.  Mary's,  Kinston,  11  a.m.  12 
Celebration  of  New  Ministry,  Henry  Pauling  Roberts  III, 

Christ  Church,  Elizabeth  City,  7  p.m.  12 
Prison  Commission  Meeting,  Fletcher-Skinner-Nixon 

House,  10  a.m.  13 

New  Beginnings  #20,  Trinity  Center  14-16 

St.  Anne's,  Jacksonville,  Parish  Retreat  15-16 

Albemarle  Deanery  Meeting,  St.  Paul's,  Edenton  16 

Pamlico  Deanery  Confirmation,  4  p.m.  16 
Consulting  Committee  Meeting,  St.  Mary's, 

Kinston,  10:30  a.m.  19 

Province  IV  Youth  Ministry  Network,  Trinity  Center  20-23 

Executive  Council,  St.  Mary's,  Kinston,  9:30  a.m.  21 

Deans'  Meeting,  St.  Mary's,  Kinston  21 

Trinity  Board  Meeting,  Trinity  Center,  10  a.m.  25 

Diocesan  Office  Closed  for  Thanksgiving  27-28 

Elderhostel  30-12/5 

December 

Quiet  Day,  St.  Stephen's,  Goldsboro  1 

Missionary  Outreach  Meeting,  Diocesan  House,  10  a.m.  4 

Advent  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  5-7 

Albemarle  Deanery  Confirmation  7 

Standing  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  1 1  a.m.  9 
Youth  Commission  Meeting,  Diocesan  House,  10  a.m.-2  p.m.  13 

Lower  Cape  Fear  Deanery  Confirmation  14 
North  Carolina  Bishops  Meet,  Trinity  Center 
17-18 

Staff  at  St.  Mary's  Soup  Kitchen  until  1 :30  p.m.  19 

Diocesan  Office  Closes  at  Noon  24 

Office  Closed  25-26 

Winterlight,  Kanuga  27-1/1 

Deadline  for  Convention  Resolutions  30 
Holiday  Youth  Camp  and  New  Years  Eve  Sleepover, 

Trinity  Center  29-1/2 

Diocesan  Office  Closed  31 

The  Bishop's  Visitation  Schedule 

Zion  Church,  Washington 
Pamlico  Deanery  Celebration, 

St.  George's,  Lake  Landing 
St.  Peter's,  Washington 
Christ  Church,  Creswell 
Albemarle  Deanery  Confirmation 
St.  Philip's,  Southport 
St.  John's,  Fayetteville 
St.  Mary's,  Burgaw 
St.  Thomas',  Ahoskie 
Church  of  the  Advent,  Williamston 


Nov.  16 


Nov.  23 
Dec.  7 

Dec.  14 
Dec.  21 
Jan.  4 
Jan.  18 
Jan.  25 
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The  Episcopal  Church 

IN  THE  ANGLICAN  COMMUNION 


A  global  community 
of  70  million  Anglicans 
in  36  member  churches/ 
provinces. 


ARCHBISHOP  OF  CANTERBURY 

The  Most  Rev.  and  Rt.  Hon.  George  Carey 

Lambeth  Palace,  London,  England  SE1  7JU 
Anglican  Consultative  Council,  14  Great  Peter  Street, 
London,  England  SW1P  3NQ 

Episcopal  Seat:  Canterbury  Cathedral 
IN  THE  UNITED  STATES 


A  community  of  2.5  million 
members  in  1 1 8  dioceses  in 
the  Americas  and  abroad. 
Established  1789. 

PRESIDING  BISHOP 

The  Most  Rev.  Edmond  L.  Browning 


Episcopal  Church  Center.  8 1 5  Second  Avenue, 
New  York,  NY  10017,  (212)  867-8400 

Episcopal  Seat:  Washington  National  Cathedral, 
Mount  St.  Alban,  Washington,  DC.  20016 


IN  THE  DIOCESE 
OF  EAST  CAROLINA 

A  community  of  over  14,137 
communicants  in  70  churches. 
Founded  in  1883. 

BISHOP 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd 


Diocesan  Office,  705  Doctors  Drive,  P.O.  Box  1336, 
Kinston,  NC  28503 

Telephone:  888/622-4778 
Fax:  919/523-5272 
Email:  diocese.ec@coastalnet.com 


VISIT  THE  DIOCESAN  WEBSITE  AT 

http://www4.coastalnet.com/community_brgs/religious_orgs/diocese 


Cr*ss  Current  ~ 

EDITOR 

Alicia  Alford 


Cross  Current's  purpose  is  to  communicate  how  we  are 
keeping  the  Cross  current  in  our  daily  lives  and  in  the 
ministries  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina. 

To  contribute  material  or  ideas  contact  the  editor  at  1119 
Hendricks  Ave.,  Jacksonville,  NC  28540,  (910)  938-1017. 
Fax  (910)  938-3415 

Deadline  January  issue: 
December  12 

Subscriptions  &  Contributions  :  Every  household  with 
members  of  an  Episcopal  Church  in  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina  should  receive  a  Cross  Current  free  of  charge. 
Cross  Current  is  sent  to  households  outside  the  diocese 
upon  request.  Cross  Current  does  accept  contributions  to 
help  cover  printing  and  mailing  costs.  These  may  be  sent  to 
The  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  P.O.  Box  1336,  Kinston,  NC 
28503.  Please  contact  the  editor  for  information  on  Cross 
Current  on  audio  cassette. 

Change  of  address:  Send  to  Cross  Current,  1119 
Hendricks  Ave.,  Jacksonville,  NC  28540.  Please  note  the 
name  of  your  church  with  the  address  change  and  include 
the  mailing  label  or  the  c.c.  #  on  the  label. 


From  the 


Bishop 


Advent  Meditations-in-a-Minute 

On  my  day  off,  I  like  to  go  to  the  local  coffee  shop  in  the 
morning  to  read  the  newspaper.  Though  today  is  not  quite  mid- 
November,  this  morning's  paper  had  a  "Holiday  Guide"  enclosed. 
As  I  leafed  though  it,  the  headlines  of  various  articles  began  to  leap 
out  at  me. 

The  message  they  carry  is  one  of  a  skewed  poignancy.  The 
Headlines  of  the  "Holiday  Guide"  try  so  hard  to  convey  the 
meaning  of  Christmas,  sometimes  using  the  familiar  words,  but 
most  often  missing  the  inner,  true  meaning  of  what  they  try  to 
convey. 

From  that  newspaper  "Holiday  Guide,"  1  have  chosen  an 
actual  article  or  advertisement  headline  as  the  basis  for  these 
Advent  Meditations-in-a-Minute,  one  for  each  day  of  Advent  (of 
course,  Sundays  are  excluded  here  since  Sunday  is  always  a  feast  of 
the  Resurrection  of  our  Lord) 

Here  goes.  I  hope  you  find  them  helpful  in  your  Advent 
preparations. 

Monday,  December  1 

"Capture  The  Spirit  of  the  Season  Everywhere  You  Turn  " 

Trying  to  capture  the  spirit  of  the  Season  is  a  sure  way  to 
a  disappointing  and  unfulfilling  Christmas.  The  secret  of 
Christmas  is  to  let  the  Spirit  capture  you.  Go  to  church  next 
Sunday.  For  a  really  great  Christmas,  open  your  heart  in 
prayer  before  you  open  your  pocket  book  to  go  shopping. 

Tuesday,  December  2 

"Being  On  Your  Best  Behavior  for  the  Holidays  " 

God  doesn't  seek  us  out  because  we're  so  attractive 
when  on  our  best  behavior.  We  can't  fool  God  that  way.  To 
God  "all  hearts  are  open,  all  desires  known  and  from  God  no 
secrets  are  hid."  God  seeks  us  out  not  because  we're  on  our 
best  behavior,  but  because  God  loves  us.  Period. 

Wednesday,  December  3 

"Christmas  Tree  Huggers  " 

What  do  you  want  to  cling  to  in  your  Christmas 
celebration?  The  lights  and  tinsel?  The  toys  and  packages 
under  the  tree?  Instead  of  clinging  to  the  Christmas  tree,  how 
about  clinging  to  the  giver  of  the  true  gift  of  Christmas  — 
God,  who  became  one  of  us  in  Jesus  so  that  we  might 
become  like  Him.  That's  something  real  to  hug. 

Thursday,  December  4 

"Star  of  Bethlehem:  A  Tale  of  Planets,  Wise  Men  and 
Astrologers  " 

It's  not  about  reading  our  future  in  the  stars.  Chritmas  is 
the  story  of  God's  ocean  depths  of  love  and  forgiveness  for  us 
who  have  "followed  too  much  the  devices  and  desires  of  our 
own  hearts." 

Friday,  December  5 

"Safety  Comes  Before  the  Joy  of  the  Holiday  Season  " 

Playing  it  safe  in  life  is  a  good  way  to  get  lost  in  life. 
Following  in  the  footsteps  of  the  one  who  came  not  to  be 
served  but  to  serve  is  not  a  safe  way,  but  it  is  the  only  true  joy 
and  strength  for  living. 

Saturday,  December  6 

"Don 't  Spend  Christmas  in  the  Kitchen  " 

Give  yourself  a  break.  Spend  Christmas  in  church.  Spend 
Christmas  in  the  living  room  with  family  and  friends.  Better 
yet,  spend  Christmas  for  them. 

Monday,  December  8 

"Your  Holiday  Headquarters  " 

If  you're  baptized,  you  already  have  a  holiday 
headquarters:  in  church,  on  your  knees,  gathered  around  the 
altar  with  your  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ. 

Tuesday,  December  9 

"Holiday  St?-ess  Buster  " 

Here  it  is:  Seeking  God's  will  in  regular,  daily  prayer,  Bible 
reading  and  study. 

Wednesday,  December  10 

"The Perfect  Gift" 

The  perfect  gift  came  from  the  perfect  giver  and  was  born 
2000  years  ago  in  Bethlehem.  The  wrapped  presents  under 
your  tree  are  only  reminders  of  that  gift  of  perfect  love. 


Thursday,  December  11 

"A  Gift  That  Lasts  Forever" 

Regardless  of  what  the  newspaper  headline  promises, 
there's  only  one  gift  that  lasts  forever:  eternal  life. 
It's  the  lasting  gift  from  the  perfect  giver. 

Friday,  December  12 

"Unmask  the  Gift  of  the  Phantom  " 

The  God-child  in  the  manger  is  real  flesh  and  blood  like  us, 
and  truly  God  as  well.  l\lo  phantom  here.  Only  humanity  as  it 
was  created  and  destined  by  God  to  be. 

Saturday,  December  13 

"Help  Join  in  Holiday  Decorating" 

How  about  decorating  your  soul  as  well  as  your  house? 
Let  your  friends  and  children  see  how  you  decorate  your  life 
with  love,  forgiveness,  patience,  justice  and  prayer. 

Monday,  December  15 

"Wanted:  People  Who  Know  What  They  Want  for  the  Holidays  " 

Half  the  time,  I  don't  know  what  I  really  want  for  a  present 
and  when  I  get  it,  the  novelty  wears  off  quickly.  The  lasting  joy  of 
Christmas  is  knowing  who  wants  us:  a  heavenly  Father  whose 
eternal  Son  is  our  brother. 

Tuesday,  December  16 

"Hey  Mom,  I  Just  Made  a  New  Friend" 

The  headline  refers  to  Santa  Claus.  The  gospel  tells  us  that 
Jesus  is  a  friend  as  well  as  a  Savior.  You  can  meet  Him 
anywhere:  in  church,  yes;  but  especially  look  for  Him  in  the 
lives  of  those  who  are  seeking  to  follow  His  path  of 
servanthood. 

Wednesday,  December  17 

"Our  Racks  Are  Packed  " 

If  you  look  for  Christmas  amid  the  jumbles  of  tightly 
packed  shelves  in  a  store,  you  won't  find  it.  But  you  will  find  it 
in  a  tightly  packed  pew  on  Christmas  Eve.  (And  every  Sunday, 
for  that  matter.) 

Thursday,  December  18 

"Solo  Celebrations:  Seeking  Our  Own  Traditions  " 

You'll  never  find  Christmas  "solo."  Christmas  and  Christ 
are  found  in  the  midst  of  a  community  of  worship,  prayer  and 
servanthood. 

Friday,  December  19 

"No  One  Can  Hold  A  Candle  To  Us ... ." 

There's  a  lot  of  darkness  in  the  world:  war,  oppression, 
injustice,  prejudice  towards  those  different  from  us.  The 
candles  on  your  Advent  wreath  are  reminders  of  the  true  light 
that  is  coming  into  the  world  that  the  darkness  has  not 
overthrown.  This  same  light,  shining  in  your  life,  can  overcome 
a  lot  of  the  world's  darkness.  Is  love  shining  through  you? 
Peace?  Justice? 

Saturday,  December  20 

"Look  the  Part  for  Festive  Occasions  " 

Sure,  put  on  your  best  clothes  for  Christmas.  But  make 
sure  that  your  life  is  properly  adorned,  too  —  with  hope, 
patience,  humility  and  peace. 

Monday,  December  22 

"The  Sounds  of  the  Season  ..." 

...  are  not  just  the  "ho,  ho,  ho"  of  the  department  store 
Santa.  How  about  on  your  knees,  with  a  contrite  heart,  saying, 
"God,  have  mercy  on  me,  a  Sinner  who  has  offended  you  and 
hurt  my  neighbor."  Now  there's  a  real  sound  of  the  season. 

Tuesday,  December  23 

"Christmas  Wishes  and  Dreams  " 

Not  visions  of  sugar  plums  dancing  in  our  heads.  The  real 
wishes  and  dreams  of  Christmas  are  more  elusive,  and  more 
lasting:  Justice  for  all;  freedom  from  hunger  and  want;  an  end 
to  war  and  strife;  no  more  oppression;  no  more  abuse;  the 
courage  of  divine  love  taking  root  in  my  life.  Living  our 
baptismal  vows  are  the  dependable  ways  of  making  these 
Christmas  wishes  and  dreams  come  true. 


ADVENT  1997 


Bringing  Liturgy  to  Life 

by  Alicia  Alford 


"There  must  be  a  close  connection  between 
liturgy  and  life.  .  .  From  the  point  of  view  of 
psychology,  liturgy  will  fall  flat  unless  it  helps  man  to 
discover  his  identity.  .  .  .We  must  know  what  we  are 
doing  —  not  merely  cerebrally  but  deep  within  our 
being.  .  .  .  Our  rituals  are  doomed  to  failure  if 
followed  slavishly. " 

—  from  Celebration,  a  book  by  Clarence  Rivers 

Liturgy  literally  means  "the  work  of  the  people," 
but  perhaps  it  is  best  understood  as  the  expression  of 
the  people.  According  to  the  Rev.  Joseph  (Joe) 
Cooper,  Rector  of  Church  of  the  Servant  in 
Wilmington  and  Chair  of  the  Joint  Commission  on 
Liturgy  and  Music,  the  liturgy  of  the  church  enables 
us  to  express  life  and  our  spirituality. 

Effective  liturgy  taps  our  mental,  aesthetic  and 
spiritual  faculties.  It's  not  merely  a  printed  text  from 
the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  but  an  expression  of  our 
deepest  beliefs,  faith,  praise  and  confessions. 

"Too  often  we  just  change  the  hymns  and  the 
flowers,"  says  Cooper.  "We  really  have  to  explore  the 
things  that  can  help  people  to  be  able  to  worship  more 
fully." 

If  you  want  to  enhance  the  services  at  your 
church,  Cooper's  first  piece  of  advice  is  to  form  a 
worship  committee  of  lay  people  and  clergy  of  the 
parish  to  serve  as  an  advisory  committee  to  the  priest. 
At  the  Church  of  the  Servant,  such  a  committee  meets 
monthly.  The  first  thing  the  committee  does  is  read 
the  lessons  for  each  Sunday.  They  examine  the  lesson 
themes,  the  life  of  the  parish  and  the  world  looking 
for  intersecting  themes  to  lift  up.  They  also  note 
special  occasions  and,  of  course,  recognize  calamities. 

"We  like  to  lift  up  special  occasions  as  often  as 
possible,"  says  Cooper.  Three  times  a  year  on  All 
Saints  Sunday,  the  First  Sunday  of  Epiphany  and 


Pentecost,  the  church  welcomes  newcomers. 

Cooper  also  suggests  that  churches  use  the 
offertory  as  a  time  to  emphasize  special  occasions  or 
ministries.  Sunday  School  classes  can  present  special 
programs  or  projects  at  this  time.  On  pledging 
Sunday,  for  example,  church  members  can  place  their 
pledge  cards  on  the  altar  during  the  offertory  hymn. 

The  hymns,  prayers  of  the  people  and  various 
Eucharistic  services  (Rites  I,  II,  &  III  and 
supplemental  liturgical  texts)  are  easy  places  to  begin 
adding  variety  to  the  service.  Churches  can  vary  the 
Eucharist  prayer  with  the  season. 

As  for  the  prayers  for  the  people,  the  prayer  book 
is  set  up  to  add  intercessions  and  special  prayers  at 
the  end  of  the  prayers  of  the  people  or  we  can 
compose  our  own.  There  are  special  prayers  for  the 
birth  of  a  child,  an  adoption,  and  a  wedding 
anniversary.  There  are  also  other  sources  for  prayers 
of  the  people.  Some  churches  are  using  the  New 
Zealand  prayer  book  and  The  Book  of  Occasional 
Services.  At  Church  of  the  Servant,  they  often  use 
Intercessions  for  Christian  People,  an  ecumenical 
publication  produced  for  the  Roman  Catholic  and 
Episcopal  Churches.  It  is  based  on  the  lectionary  of 
the  year. 

Music  is  an  important  component  in  the  worship 
experience.  Cooper  recommends  using 
instrumentalists  in  the  parish  to  add  to  the  regular 
music  provided.  He  also  says  that  varying  the 
placement  of  hymns  or  omitting  them  can  be  just  as 
important  as  the  hymns  chosen.  A  silent  procession 
during  Lent  can  accent  the  penitential  nature  of  the 
season  says  Cooper.    For  change,  churches  may 
consider  beginning  the  service  with  the  opening 
acclamation  and  the  collect  for  purity  being  read  from 
the  rear  of  the  church.  Then  beginning  the  procession 
to  a  canticle,  such  as  the  Gloria  or  another  hymn  of 


Keeping  the  True  Spirit  of  Christmas 


by  Nancy  D.  Craig,  OBJN 

What  is  the  "true  spirit  of  Christmas"  and  how  can 
we  appropriate  it  for  ourselves  and  for  our  families 
and  friends?  This  is  a  question  I  have  struggled  with 
for  many  years. 

We  all  intend  to  celebrate  each  December  25  as 
the  birth  of  our  Lord,  but  few  of  us  are  familiar  with 
the  origin  of  the  gift  giving  which  consumes  so  much 
of  our  time,  energy  and  financial  resources. 

Gift  giving  was  established  in  the  third  century  by 
St.  Nicholas,  Bishop  of  Myra  in  Asia  Minor.  He  was  a 
godly  Christian  gentleman  who  left  his  gifts  for  the 
poor  in  secret  because  he  felt  this  was  the  example  of 
the  One  in  the  stable.  That  tradition  of  gift  giving 
spread  throughout  Europe  and  in  each  country  it 
absorbed  special  characteristics  of  that  culture. 

In  the  United  States,  a  story  of  St.  Nicolas  was 
retold  and  reshaped  by  Clement  C.  Moore  in  his  poem, 
"Twas  the  Night  Before  Christmas."  The  bishop's 
image  changed  to  that  of  our  familiar  jolly  old  Santa 
Claus.  Moore  also  helped  redirect  the  date  of  the  gift 
giving  from  December  6,  which  is  St.  Nicholas'  feast 
day,  to  our  now  familiar  December  25. 

It  is  a  strange  paradox  that  Nicolas'  simple  act  of 
giving  to  those  less  fortunate  has  become  an  amazing 
commercial  extravaganza.  Our  celebrations  of  this 
season  often  leave  us  exhausted  while  those  with  few 
resources  find  the  season  depressing  and  painful  for 
very  different  reasons.  Rather  than  yield  to  the  annual 


"righteous  indignation"  over  the  "commercialism"  of 
Christmas,  it  might  be  more  helpful  for  us  to  ask 
what  we  would  like  to  remember  in  January  from  our 
celebrations  this  year.  How  do  we  thank  God  for  our 
families  and  friends  and,  at  the  same  time,  recover 
Nicholas'  servant  ministry,  to  the  poor? 

We  may  begin  by  remembering  whose  birthday  it 
is.  The  holidays  in  and  of  themselves,  are  not  the 
problem.  It  is  what  we  do  with  them  that  makes  all 
the  difference.  They  are  about  people,  not  about 
things. 

The  true  spirit  of  Christmas  is  an  internal 
response  that  cannot  be  programmed  by  the  amount 
of  "stuff '  we  give  and  receive.  We  must  be 
intentional  in  our  efforts  to  remember  that  the 
celebration  of  the  Christ  child  belongs  to  the  people 
of  God.  It  is  not  a  natural  resource  to  be  strip  mined 
for  the  culture. 

To  be  involved  in  the  true  spirit  of  Christmas,  I 
invite  you  to  a  season  of  prayer  and  preparation. 
During  Advent,  determine  to  be  present  each  Sunday 
at  the  Eucharist.  Set  aside  times  of  prayer  and  study, 
asking  God  to  lead  you  to  a  simple  and  peaceful 
offering  for  the  season.  Make  use  of  the  pull-out 
Advent  calendar  found  on  the  centerfold  of  this  issue 
of  Cross  Current.  Like  St.  Nicholas,  your  offering  to 
God  will  involve  sharing  your  gifts  of  time  and 
resources  with  those  in  need. 


praise. 

During  Advent,  churches  may  wish  to  substitute 
the  Trisagion  found  on  the  bottom  of  page  356  of  the 
Book  of  Common  Prayer,  in  place  of  the  canticle.  To 
emphasize  waiting,  the  Trisagion,  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  inclusive  pieces  of  liturgy  in  the  prayer  book,  or  a 
Taize  chart  can  be  used  at  the  beginning  of  the  service 
during  the  lighting  of  the  Advent  wreath.  According 
to  Cooper  the  Hymnal  version  is  very  easy  to  sing. 

There  are  other  hymnals  that  churches  may  wish  to 
explore.  Lift  Every  Voice  and  Sing  II  was  well 
received  at  the  Albemarle  Deanery  Music  Festival  in 
October.  Wonder  Love  and  Praise,  a  supplement  to  the 
Hymnal  has  just  been  completed  by  the  Standing 
Commission  on  Music,  which  includes  a  wide  variety 
of  hymns,  both  contemporary  and  traditional. 

Other  elements  of  the  service  which  can  enhance 
the  liturgy  are  the  church  hangings  and  the  flowers. 
Most  churches  change  their  altar  hangings  seasonally, 
but  they  may  also  consider  changing  the  church 
banners  on  each  Sunday  of  a  season  such  as  on  the  four 
Sundays  of  Advent. 

Flowers  can  also  add  variety.  To  make  a  statement, 
arrangements  can  be  created  with  less  flowers  or 
placed  in  different  areas  of  church  rather  than  being 
limited  to  the  altar  area.  (See  story  page  9.) 

Cooper  likes  to  change  the  services  with  the  church 
seasons  and  because  Advent  is  the  start  of  the  church 
year  he  feels  it  is  an  especially  appropriate  time  to 
make  the  liturgy  of  your  church  a  true  expression  of  its 
people.  "There  are  lots  of  people  attending  church  this 
time  of  year,"  says  Cooper.  "It  is  important  to  see  how 
we  might  make  the  liturgy  reach  out." 

"Liturgy  can  be  one  of  the  most  effective  tools  for 
evangelizing,  but  we  need  to  be  sensitive  to  the  needs 
of  non-Episcopalians  and  the  unchurched  so  they  may 
participate  fully  and  feel  welcome." 


"If  as  Herod,  we  fill  our  lives  with  things,  if  we 
consider  ourselves  so  unimportant  that  we  must  fill 
every  moment  of  our  lives  with  action,  when  will  we 
have  time  to  make  the  long  slow  journey  across  the 
desert  as  did  the  magi?  Or  sit  and  watch  the  stars  as 
did  the  shepherds?  Or  brood  over  the  coming  of  the 
child  as  did  Mary?  For  each  one  of  us  there  is  a  desert 
to  travel,  a  star  to  discover  and  a  being  within 
ourselves  to  bring  to  life."  (Author  unknown) 

May  God  bless  your  preparation  and  celebration 
of  this  holy  season. 

—  Nancy  Craig  is  chair  of  the  Spiritual  Resources  Commission 
of  the  diocese. 


St.  John's  Episcopal  Church  in  Fayetteville 
has  helped  to  underwrite  the  cost  of  this 
special  Advent  issue  of  Cross  Current. 
On  behalf  of  the  diocese,  we  thank  them 
for  their  annual  support  from  the  Eliot 
Philantrophy  Fund. 


O  Come,  O  Come  Emmanuel! 

Preparing  for  His  Coming 


by  Tom  Cure 

Advent  is  about  expectation,  anticipation, 
preparation,  as  well  as  present  truth.  It  is  that 
season  when  we  are  reminded  that  we  are  living 
between  that  which  has  already  happened  and  that 
which  is  yet  to  come. 

"Christ  has  died.  Christ  is  risen.  Christ  will 
come  again.  " 

He  has  come  in  his  birth  at  Bethlehem,  which 
we  will  celebrate  on  December  25.  He  will  come 
again  at  the  end  of  time.  But  he  comes  again  and 
again  in  grace. 

There  is  excitement.  There  is  longing.  These 
aspects  children  can  understand  easily. 

There  is  also  serious  self-examination,  and  the 
opportunity  to  begin  to  grasp  the  great  gift  God  has 
given  us  in  Jesus  and  what  we  might  do  with  such 
a  wondrous  gift. 

Introducing  daily  observances  that  combine  the 
themes  of  Advent  with  the  coming  joy  of 
Christmas  can  add  a  new  dimension  to  the  family 
and  parish  holiday  celebrations. 

Observing  Advent 

Advent  wreaths  have  become  widespread. 
Most  churches  have  them.  How  about  getting 
together  as  a  parish  and  making  Advent  wreaths  to 
be  used  in  our  homes  daily,  as  well  as  seeing  the 
Advent  wreath  in  church?  Here  at  St.  Paul's,  it  is 
an  intergenerational  activity  on  the  First  Sunday  of 
Advent.  Some  circular  forms,  greenery,  purple  and 
pink  candles,  and  maybe  some  purple  ribbon  for 
decoration  are  all  that  is  needed.  Conclude  the 
session  with  a  blessing  of  the  wreaths.  Take  them 
home  and  light  them  when  you  say  grace  before 
dinner.  The  burning  of  an  additional  candle  each 
week  as  the  season  progresses  is  a  visible  sign  of 
the  approaching  feast. 

Advent  calendars  which  have  a  window  for 
each  of  the  twenty-five  days  leading  up  to 
Christmas  are  a  delightful  daily  activity  and 
devotion. 

The  traditional  color  for  Advent  is  purple  — 
the  royal  purple  of  the  coming  King.  (The  pink  or 
rose  color  is  a  lightening  of  the  purple  and  is 
connected  with  joy.  Anciently  used  on  the  third 
Sunday,  Gaudete  or  Rejoice  Sunday,  it  is  now  often 
used  on  the  last  Sunday,  "Mary  Sunday,"  when  the 
lessons  deal  specifically  with  the  Incarnation  of 
Christ.) 

Most  churches  in  our  diocese  hang  wreaths 
decorated  with  purple  bows  on  their  doors, 
changing  the  color  to  red  at  Christmas.  If  you 
hang  a  wreath  on  your  front  door,  why  not  do  the 
same,  changing  the  color  to  bright  red  at  the  end? 

I  grew  up  at  a  time  and  in  a  tradition  when 
Christmas  trees  were  not  put  up  until  just  before 
Christmas,  preferably  on  Christmas  Eve.  This  is 
simply  not  practical  now.  But  must  they  go  up  on 
December  1  ?  How  about  the  gradual  decoration  of 
the  house,  with  the  tree  going  up  in  mid-month?  It, 
too,  could  be  gradually  decorated,  not  reaching  its 
full  glory  until  Christmas  Eve.  It  would  remain  up 
until  Christmas  is  over  on  the  Epiphany,  or  at  least 
until  New  Year's  Day. 


If  nativity  scenes  are  set-up  in  homes  or 
churches,  the  figures  can  be  added  gradually, 
serving  as  a  visual  reminder  of  the  unfolding  story 
of  Christ's  birth.  Mary  and  Joseph  can  go  in  first 
with  the  shepherds  outside  the  stable  as  they  await 
the  Saviour's  birth.  The  wise  men  can  be  placed 
further  away,  perhaps  on  a  far  windowsill  in  the 
church  or  a  separate  bookshelf  or  table  at  home. 
Jesus  can  be  added  on  Christmas  morning  and  the 
shepherds  moved  into  the  stable.  You  may  wish  to 
move  the  magi  closer  and  closer  during  the  twelve 
days  of  Christmas  until  their  arrival  on  Epiphany. 

Linking  home  and  church  through  music 

One  of  the  most  overlooked  aids  to  linking  the 
church  and  home  Advent  observances  is  music. 
Specifically,  the  great  Advent  carol,  "O  Come,  O 
Come,  Emmanuel,"  which  is  Hymn  56  in  the 
Hymnal  1982  comes  to  mind.  Drawn  from  ancient 
liturgical  use,  it  serves  as  the  final  countdown  to 
Christmas. 

The  actual  text  in  the  hymnal  indicates  the 
specific  day  to  sing  each  individual  stanza,  and  the 
progression  of  images  becomes  ever  more  and 
more  powerful  and  concrete.  The  melody  is 
familiar.  Sing  the  assigned  stanza  on  the  final  days 
as  you  light  the  Advent  wreath. 

On  Christmas  Day,  change  the  candles  to  white 
and  sing  your  favorite  Christmas  carol.  Your  table 
and  the  Lord's  Table  will  be  linked  at  this  time  in  a 
way  they  have  not  been  before. 

Remembering  through  gifts 

Gift  giving  is  at  the  heart  of  most  Christmas 
celebrations,  religious  or  otherwise,  because  what 
we  are  celebrating  is  the  greatest  gift  of  all,  God's 
love  incarnate  in  the  Son,  Jesus.  Many  of  us  strive 
to  remember  the  less  fortunate  with  gifts  at  this 
time  by  participating  in  Project  Angel  Tree  or  Toys 
for  Tots  or  some  other  organization.  The  feast  of 
St.  Nicholas  offers  an  opportunity  to  reclaim  the 
saint  as  a  model  for  joyful  Christian  giving  from 
the  debased  excuse  for  self-indulgence  called 
Santa  Claus. 

On  a  Sunday  close  to  St.  Nicholas'  Day 


Bob  Shaw,  a  member  of  St.  Paul  s,  Clinton, 
dressed  as  St.  Nicholas  for  the  St.  Nicholas  Day 
Celebration. 

(December  6),  the  gifts  for  Project  Angel  Tree 
could  be  presented  by  the  children  at  the  Offertory 
for  St.  Nicholas  to  pick  up  and  deliver  later,  or 
someone  dressed  as  the  saintly  bishop  could  receive 
them.  Gingerbread  cookies  might  be  distributed  by 
the  saint  at  the  end  of  the  service. 

Similarly,  the  feast  of  the  Epiphany,  which 
closes  the  Christmas  season  (Christmas  Day  is  but 
the  first  of  the  twelve  days  of  Christmas), 
commemorates  the  adoration  of  the  Wise  Men  and 
the  presentation  of  their  gifts  to  the  Child  Christ. 
One  final  small  gift  might  be  reserved  to  be  given 
to  the  family  members  at  this  time,  something  on 
the  order  of  a  "stocking  stuffer,"  but  which  reminds 
us  of  the  unceasing  gift  of  God  to  us  and  of  the 
delight  which  is  ours  if  we  will  but  open  our  eyes  to 
see  it. 

The  keeping  of  Christmas  is  an  entire  occasion 
in  and  of  itself  and  lasting  twelve  days,  each  day 
with  a  character  of  its  own.  But  until  Emmanuel 
does  come,  let  us  with  joy  prepare  for  him,  even  as 
we  entreat  him  to  come. 

—  The  Rev.  Thomas  Cure  is  associate  at  St.  Paul  s,  Greenville, 
and  campus  minister  at  ECU. 


Youth  Holiday  Day  Camp  at  Trinity  Center 


Open  to  first  through  fifth  graders,  the  Youth  Day  Camp  will  run  from 
9:00  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m  on  Monday,  December  29,  1997,  through  Friday, 
January  2,  1998.  The  five-day  program  includes  a  sleepover  on  New 

Year's  Eve. 

The  camp  features  a  variety  of  activities  like  habitat  exploration, 
fish  printing,  electronic  dissection,  creating  your  own  newspaper,  and 
taking  care  of  endangered  eggs. 

The  cost  of  the  program  is  $150  per  person  for  all  instruction  and 
supervision,  one  night's  lodging,  all  lunches  and  dinner  and  breakfast  on 
the  sleepover  night. 

For  more  information  contact  Barbara  Jo  White  at  Trinity  Center,  919/247-5600. 
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Herbs  Add  Symbolism  to  Advent  Wreath 


by  Alicia  Alford 

For  Dolores  Meelheim  and  Barbara  Martin, 
members  of  St.  Paul's  in  Beaufort,  the  preparation 
and  waiting  of  Advent  begins  long  before  the 
church  season  starts.  As  early  as  March  Meelheim 
and  Martin,  who  both  work  at  the  Beaufort 
Historical  Society,  begin  planting  herbs  for  the 
church  advent  wreath. 

The  project  actually  began  six  years  ago  when 
the  altar  guild  chair  asked  Meelheim  if  she  would 
create  an  herbal  Advent  wreath.  Meelheim  began 
the  project  with  weeks  of  research. 

"If  I  was  going  to  do  it,"  says  Meelheim,  "1  felt 
it  should  have  symbolism." 

She  called  on  friends  to  help  her  research, 
collect  and  grow  the  herbs. 

Martin,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  herbs  grown  and 
sold  on-site  at  the  Historical  Society,  began  helping 
with  the  project  four  years  ago  and  now  she,  too, 
grows  herbs  for  the  wreath. 

According  to  the  dictionary,  herbs  are  plants 
that  have  a  fleshy  stem  rather  than  a  woody  stem 
like  trees  and  bushes.  Herbs  die  back  at  the  end  of 
the  growing  season. 

Meelheim  and  Martin  use  only  those  herbs  that 
they  find  referenced  in  the  Bible  or  an  herb  book. 
Everything  in  the  wreath  is  chosen  for  its  meaning 
and  symbolism. 

Rue,  for  example,  is  referenced  in  Luke  1 1 :42: 
"But  woe  to  you  Pharisees!  for  you  tithe  mint  and 
rue  and  every  herb,  and  neglect  justice  and  the  love 
of  God;  these  you  ought  to  have  done  without 
neglecting  others." 

Rue,  a  frilly  green  plant,  is  associated  with 
God's  grace  and  also  symbolizes  repentance  and 
disdain. 

Sage,  on  the  other  hand  is  not  in  the  Bible,  but  it 
is  a  symbol  of  health,  immortality  and  domestic 
happiness. 

The  base  of  the  wreath  is  constructed  of 
rosemary  from  the  two  eight-foot  rosemary  bushes 
at  the  Historical  Society.  One  legend  describes 
rosemary  as  the  herb  which  kept  silent  as  the  Holy 
Family  fled  to  Egypt,  while  the  branches  of  the 
other  bushes  cracked.  According  to  another 
legend,  the  flowers  of  the  rosemary  bush  once 
bloomed  white.  During  the  journey  to  Egypt,  Mary 
threw  her  blue  cloak  over  the  bush.  When  she 
removed  the  cloak,  the  flowers  turned  to  blue  in  her 
honor.  Rosemary  is  also  known  for  remembrance. 

Also  in  the  wreath  is  lavender,  an  herb  which 
Mary  loved.  It  represents  purity,  cleanliness  and 
virtue. 

The  chamomile  reminds  us  of  three  qualities  for 
which  we  pray  during  Advent  —  patience, 
humility  and  quietness. 

Juniper,  because  of  its  fragrance  and  evergreen 
nature,  represents  life  and  hope.  It  is  said  to  have 
sheltered  the  Holy  Family  during  their  flight  to 
Egypt. 

Sweet  bay  symbolizes  glory  and  resurrection. 

Ivy,  an  emblem  of  fidelity  and  diligence,  is  also 
used.  Trefoil  leafed  ivy  is  a  symbol  of  the  Holy 
Trinity. 

Another  legend  tells  that  thyme,  which 
symbolizes  bravery,  was  also  in  the  hay  and  straw 
of  the  manger. 

Costmary,  sometime  called  "sweet  Mary"  in 


literature  because  of  its  association  with  the 
precious  ointment  with  which  Mary  of  Bethany 
anointed  Jesus,  is  also  known  as  "Bible  leaf."  The 
long  narrow  leaves  of  the  plant  were  pressed  and 
often  used  as  Bible  markers  during  colonial  times. 
Stories  tell  that  when  chewed,  costmary 's  pungent 
flavor  helped  keep  listeners  awake  during 
seemingly  endless  sermons. 

Because  pagans  associated  myrtle  with  Venus, 
it  is  an  ancient  symbol  for  love,  peace,  joy, 
generosity  and  justice.  Some  traditions  hold  that 
the  myrtle  tree  provided  wood  for  the  cross. 

Horehound,  an  herb  which  grows  in  Palestine, 
is  associated  with  wishes  for  good  health. 

While  all  the  above  herbs  used  in  the  wreath 
are  fresh,  Meelheim  and  Martin  also  use  some 
dried  herbs.  They  harvest  yarrow  and  globe 
amaranth  when  they  are  in  bloom  and  dry  them. 
Once  dried  they  are  called  "everlastings"  and  . 
become  a  symbol  of  everlasting  life. 

The  globe  amaranth  is  planted  in  March  and 
harvested  in  September.  The  first  year  that 
Meelheim  used  globe  amaranth,  she  bought  the 
seeds  from  the  antique  herb  department  of 
Monticello,  Thomas  Jefferson's  home  in  Virginia. 
Now  both  Meelheim  and  Martin  grow  amaranth  in 
their  own  gardens. 

Because  her  yard  doesn't  have  enough  sunlight 
to  grow  yarrow,  Meelheim  must  buy  it  in  August 
when  it  is  in  bloom.  She  dries  it  in  the  attic  of  the 
Historical  society  so  it  can  be  saved  for  Advent. 

"We  are  lucky  to  live  in  a  small  town  where  we 
can  gather  and  dry  the  herbs  wherever  we  can," 
says  Martin. 

Yarrow  grows  in  Palestine  and  according  to 
legend,  in  Biblical  times  it  was  fed  to  animals  with 
their  hay.  After  it  was  used  in  the  bedstraw  of  the 
manger  where  Jesus  was  born,  it  turned  to  gold  and 
was  filled  with  a  heavenly  scent. 

Martin  and  Meelheim  also  use  cinnamon 
sticks,  which  represent  love  and  beauty. 

Lastly,  they  sprinkle  the  wreath  with 
frankincense  and  myrrh,  the  gifts  of  the  Magi. 
Frankincense,  an  aromatic  resin,  denotes  prayer 
and  obedience.  Myrrh,  highly  prized  from  earliest 
times,  is  associated  with  love.  An  aromatic  gum,  it 
is  used  as  a  base  for  perfume  and  incense  and  as  a 
preservative  in  embalming. 

While  saying  that  the  wreath  is  a  "real  joy  to 
do,"  Meelheim  also  admits  that  it  is  a  lot  of  work. 
The  first  year  she  constructed  the  wreath,  it  took 
seven  hours  to  assemble  and  that  didn't  include  the 
time  spent  researching,  growing  and  collecting  the 
herbs.  Now  Meelheim  and  Martin  can  assemble 
the  wreath  in  about  half  a  day. 

"The  main  struggle,"  says  Martin,  "is  keeping 
it  fresh." 

The  ladies  use  a  form  with  oasis  and  place  the 
fresh  herbs  in  water  tubes.  Although  they  water  it 
throughout  Advent,  some  of  the  herbs  still  dry. 

Meelheim  and  her  husband,  Dick,  give  the 
wreath  in  memory  of  their  parents  and  Martin 
gives  it  in  memory  of  her  father  and  in  honor  of  her 
95 -year-old  mother. 

"This  is  something  I  can  do  with  my  own  labor 
to  honor  them,"  says  Meelheim. 

The  ladies  use  their  vital  interest  in  herbs  to 


Dolores  Meelheim  and  Barbara  Martin  clip 
rosemary  for  the  herbal  Advent  wreath.  Yarrow 
and  globe  amaranth  are  in  the  basket  below. 


combine  the  tradition  of  the  church  and  the 
symbolism  of  herbs.  The  result  of  their  labor  and 
love  is  an  Advent  wreath  rich  in  meaning. 

Martin  dreams  of  one  day  having  an  herb 
garden  at  St.  Paul's  so  herbs  can  be  used  in  the 
church  throughout  the  year. 


Deadlines  and  Other  Reminders 

•  Resolutions  for  the  1 1 5th  Diocesan  Convention 
are  due  to  the  diocesan  office  by  December  31, 
1997. 

•  Representatives  to  the  convention  must  register 
by  January  15,  1998.  Anyone  registering  after 
January  15  will  owe  a  $15.00  late  fee. 

•  When  registering  for  convention,  please  note 
that  hotel  registration  is  separate.  You  must 
complete  a  hotel  registration  form  and  return  it 
to  the  hotel  NOT  to  the  diocesan  office. 

•  Reminder  to  priests,  anyone  in  your  parish 
interested  in  postulancy  to  the  priesthood  or  the 
vocational  diaconate  must  meet  with  Bishop 
Daniel  by  December  3 1  in  order  to  be  prepared 
for  the  Commission  on  Ministry's  meeting  in 
March. 

•  January  2 1  is  the  deadline  for  the  February 
Cross  Current. 

•  Camp  Trinity  Staff  applications  are  due  to  Carol 
Taylor  by  January  31,1 998.  For  more 
information  contact  Taylor  at  the  diocesan  office 
1-888-622-4778. 
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The  Light  Returns  at  St.  Mary's  Boar's  Head  Festival 

by  Antoinette  Anglin 


In  early  January,  the  hustle  and  bustle  of  the 
holidays  are  behind  us —  greetings  have  been 
exchanged,  obligations  met.  We  have  given  and 
received,  most  of  us,  in  abundance.  Yet  for 
many,  this  flurry  of  activity  falls  short.  The 
season  is  lacking  unless  its  meaning  is  given  a 
voice,  until  the  Gift,  the  Giver,  comes  home  to 
us. 

So  it  happens  that  on  the  Sunday  nearest 
Epiphany,  at  St.  Mary's,  Kinston,  a  community 
gathers,  huddled  together  in  the  dark,  waiting  for 
the  symbolic  return  of  the  Light.  Trumpets  blast, 
the  doors  are  thrown  open,  and  the  elaborate 
processions  of  the  Boar's  Head  and  Yule  Log 
Festival  begin.  Lords  and  ladies,  peasants  and 
kings,  beefeaters,  jugglers,  tumblers,  singers  and 
dancers,  torchbearers,  skipping  sprites, 
woodsmen  with  a  log  kindled  from  last  year's 
embers,  bejeweled  kings  and  their  pages 
following  a  star  and  tiny  angels,  shepherds,  a 
kindly  wizard,  waits  filled  with  mischief,  maids 
of  good  cheer,  cooks  with  their  fragrant  creations 
—  from  every  comer,  every  walk  of  life,  they 
come  to  bear  witness,  to  pay  homage. 

No  one  knows  how,  exactly,  the  festival  at  St. 
Mary's  comes  about.  It  is  too  big,  really,  for  a 
parish  the  size  of  St.  Mary's  to  manage.  Barbara 
Houston  and  I  realized  this  as  we  planned  our 
first  attempt  in  1 99 1 .  Even  with  the  help  and 
advice  of  those  more  experienced  at  such  things 
[and  the  help  was  generous,  from  St.  James', 
Wilmington;  Christ  Church,  Cincinnati;  and 
University  Christian  Church,  Fort  Worth]  it  is  a 
tremendous  undertaking,  requiring  months  of 
preparation. 

If  liturgy  is  the  work  of  the  people,  then  truly, 
the  Boar's  Head  Festival  qualifies.  Every 
interest  and  skill  is  needed.  Almost  every 
parishioner  over  kindergarten  age  is  involved, 
either  in  costume  or  behind  the  scenes.  Every 
contribution  counts.  Some  who  have  participated 
every  year  have  never  seen  the  festival  in  its 
entirety,  never  received  its  full  impact.  It  is, 
simply,  a  gift —  to  those  who  give  the  gift,  and 
to  those  who  come. 

Why  do  so  many  people  attend?  Well,  of 
course,  it  is  a  splendid  celebration,  something 
Episcopalians  do  very  well.  It  is  a  feast  for  the 
senses:  real  silk  and  damask;  live  musicians  and 
dancers;  and  a  real  boar's  head,  the  trophy  of  a 
real  huntsman  in  the  parish.  (Real  camels  have 
been  requested  and  denied.) 

One  may  come  strictly  for  the  drama,  the 
music,  the  dance,  the  spectacle.  It  is  a  high 
moment  when,  voices  raised,  an  impressive  band 
of  believers  goes  forth,  proclaiming  the  Good 
News. 


But  the  festival 
doesn't  stop  here, 
where  it  easily  could, 
in  a  great  wave  of 
nostalgia  and 
participation  mystique. 
The  birth  we  celebrate 
is  not  so  simple,  not  so 
safely  removed  from 
our  own  time  and 
place.  Our's  is  a  story 
which  may  be  read  on 
many  levels;  she  who 
has  ears  may  hear. 

The  drama  before 
us  is  at  the  same  time 
unfolding  within  us.  In 
the  symbolic  language 
of  the  psyche,  every 
figure,  every  element, 
is  an  opportunity  for 
reflection.  We  are  all 
the  Poor  Man,  scraping 

together  enough  to  make  it  through  another  day. 
We  are  all  King  Wenceslas,  capable  of 
compassion,  rich  enough  to  share.  We  are  all 
more  than  the  costumes  we  wear  when  we 
display  our  most  developed  faculties.  We  are  all 
called  to  serve. 

When  we  gather,  we  pray,  ".  .  .  not  for  solace 
only,  but  for  strength  .  .  ."  At  what  seems  like  the 
end  of  the  party,  a  crucial  task  remains,  one 
which  the  mind  cannot  fully  grasp,  but  only  the 
heart  can  bear.  In  silence,  the  Light  we  have  long 
awaited  waits  for  us.  But  most  of  us  don't 
notice. 

Our  guard  is  still  'on.'  Then,  abruptly,  the 
footsteps  of  earthly  power  and  accomplishment 
recede,  and  with  them,  our  certainty,  our 
righteousness.  In  that  moment,  literally,  our 
defenses  are  gone.  We  are  left  in  silence  to 
experience  a  moment  of  emptiness  which  is 
pregnant  with  meaning. 

Wondering,  like  children,  what  is  next,  we  are 
free  to  notice  what  is  there.  The  light  remains, 
and  it  is  the  heart  innocent  of  all  pretense  which 
sees,  which  tugs  at  the  sleeve  of  the  wise.  Then, 
in  that  great  leap  of  faith  only  possible  for  the 
reckless  and  the  spiritually  mature,  the  wise  one 
heeds  the  small  voice,  bows  to  the  mystery, 
accepts  the  invitation,  takes  the  risk.  The  heart 
that  is  young  enough  to  remember  how  reaches 
out  to  the  heart  that  has  been  broken  enough  to 
surrender,  and  together,  they  go  out  in  silence, 
bearing  the  light,  dancing  in  the  dark. 

—  Antoinette  Anglin  is  the  organist  and  choirmaster 
at  St.  Maty 's  in  Kinston. 


Beefeaters  prepare  for  Boar  s  Head  Festival. 


History  of  the  Boar's  Head 
and  Yule  Log  Festival 

The  Boar's  Head  and  Yule  Log  Festival,  probably  the  oldest 
continuing  festival  of  the  Christmas  season,  was  already 
ancient  in  tradition  when  it  was  presented  at  Queens  College, 
Oxford,  in  1340. 

This  pageant  has  its  roots  in  ancient  times  when  the  boar 
was  sovereign  of  the  forest.  A  ferocious  beast  and  menace  to 
humans,  it  was  hunted  as  a  public  enemy.  At  Roman  feasts, 
boar  was  the  first  dish  served.  Like  our  Thanksgiving  turkey, 
roasted  boar  was  a  staple  of  medieval  banquet  tables.  As 
Christian  beliefs  overtook  pagan  customs  in  Europe,  the 
presentation  of  a  boar's  head  at  Christmas  time  came  to 
symbolize  the  triumph  of  the  Christ  Child  over  sin. 

The  festival  as  we  know  it  grew  out  of  an  ancient  legend: 
an  Oxford  University  student  was  charged  by  a  wild  boar  as  he 
strolled  through  the  forest  on  his  way  to  Christmas  Mass. 
Thinking  quickly,  the  student  thrust  his  heavy  volume  of 
Aristotle  down  the  animal's  throat,  ending  its  deadly  threat, 
this  victory  of  reason  over  brute  force  was  celebrated  in  a  great 
feast  at  the  College,  and  the  boar's  head,  finely  garnished,  was 
carried  into  the  dining  room 
". .  .in  honor  of  the  King  of  bliss." 

The  boar's  head  tradition  was  carried  on  in  many  of 
England's  great  manor  houses,  and  grew  to  include  a  host  of 
characters  from  all  walks  of  life-lords,  ladies,  knights,  cooks, 
huntsmen,  and  the  like.  Shepherds  and  wisemen  were  added 
to  tell  the  story  of  the  Nativity.  The  whole  was  then  embellished 
with  carols  sweetly  sung  and  Yuletide  traditions,  both  savory 
and  symbolic. 

It  was  in  this  form,  as  an  elaborate  Christmas  celebration 
for  family  and  friends,  that  the  festival  was  brought  to  colonial 
America  by  the  Bouton  family,  persecuted  French  Huguenots 
who  had  learned  of  the  custom  during  a  period  of  exile  in 
England.  The  Boutons  settled  in  Troy,  New  York,  and  were 
closely  connected  with  the  Episcopal  Church  and  its  schools, 
including  Hoosac  School  where  their  descendent  became 
Rector  in  1888.  The  first  known  public  presentation  of  the 
Boar's  Head  in  America  was  at  Hoosac  School,  Hoosick,  New 
York,  in  1892. 

St.  Mary's  began  this  rich  tradition  in  1991,  the  651st 
anniversary  year  of  the  original  production  at  Queens  College. 
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Worshiping  the  Lord  in  the  Holiness  of  Beauty 

by  Susan  Taylor  Block 


The  Church  of  the  Servant  in  Wilmington  got  a 
real  bonus  in  unusual  talent  when  they  picked  up  an 
energetic  member  twelve  years  ago  named  Mary  Lee 
Hawse.  Not  only  is  she  a  graduate  of  Sewanee's 
Education  For  Ministry  (EFM)  program,  a  former 
National  Flower  Show  Judge,  and  a  teacher  of 
liturgical  dance,  but  she  is  also  a  talented  floral 
designer  who  regularly  adorns  the  church  in  a  novel 
way. 

"Every  Sunday,  we  have  a  'Reading  of  the  Day' 
and  the  songs  are  chosen  to  go  with  the  scripture. 
The  sermon  is  inspired  by  the  scripture.  So  I  thought, 
'Why  not  try  to  create  flower  arrangements  that  go 
along  with  the  reading?'"  says  Hawse. 

Although  she  has  been  an  aficionado  of  Ikebana, 
"the  art  of  flower  arranging,"  for  25  years,  she  credits 
late  Wilmingtonian,  Effie  Barefoot  Burney,  with  her 
passion  for  the  Japanese  art  of  balancing  a  microcosm 
of  nature  in  a  carefully  chosen  container.  Later  she 
studied  under  Mary  Takahashi,  a  full  professor  in  the 
Ikenobo  School.  Now  Hawse  works  in  Ikebana 
Designs  and  Accessories,  a  flower  shop  just  north  of 
Wilmington. 

"In  floral  design,  we  use  space,  line,  form,  size, 
color,  texture,  and  pattern  to  achieve  balance, 
proportion,  scale  rhythm,  dominance,  and  contrast," 
Hawse  states.  It  is  a  discipline  that,  for  her,  has  many 
spiritual  parallels.  "I  was  taught  to  arrange  flowers 
rather  than  inserting  them.  To  arrange,  means  to 
bring  out  the  inherent  beauty  of  the  flowers,  and  at 
the  same  time  express  one's  own  spirit. 

The  flowers  are  sacrificial.  Unplucked,  they  are 
so  alive  that  they  follow  the  sun  throughout  the  day. 
They  die  to  be  a  part  of  an  arrangement.  Meaning 
should  come  from  their  sacrifice." 

Hawse  doesn't  just  use  flowers  in  her 
arrangements.  She  uses  different  forms  and  textures 
from  nature —  rocks,  wood,  greenery.  And  all  that 
she  uses  is  from  nature.  "For  me,"  says  Hawse,  "that 
is  where  God  speaks." 

"He  has  given  us  all  that  we  need,"  she  continues. 
"We  just  need  to  look  for  it." 

Like  a  sonnet  in  botanical  form,  the  meaning 
within  Hawse's  liturgical  arrangements  is  actually  as 
open  to  the  interpretation  of  other  worshipers  as  the 
nuances  of  a  good  poem  are  to  its  readers.  Hawse 


says  the  arrangements  speak  to  her,  but  admits  that 
they  may  be  interpreted  differently  by  others. 

The  arrangement  she  had  prepared  for  our 
interview  was  based  on  Genesis  1 :  29:  "God  also 
said,  'I  give  you  all  plants  that  bear  seed  everywhere 
on  earth,  and  every  tree  bearing  fruit  which  yields 
seed:  they  shall  be  yours  for  food.  All  green  plants  I 
give  for  food  to  the  wild  animals,  to  all  the  birds  of 
heaven,  and  to  all  reptiles  on  earth,  every  living 
creature.'  So  it  was;  and  God  saw  all  that  he  had 
made,  and  it  was  very  good." 

Using  nandina  with  berries,  purple  liatris,  celosia, 
bells  of  Ireland,  mums,  camellia  foliage,  fantail 
willow,  purple  astors,  green  moss,  yellow  lilies, 
rocks,  water,  and  a  suiban  dish,  she  had  created  a 
fleeting  piece  of  art  that  invited  second  glances  at 
every  angle. 

The  vivid  color  of  the  lilies  took  me  back  to  the 
memory  of  a  jaw-dropping  azure  and  peach  sunrise  I 
had  seen  that  morning  over  Wrightsville  Sound.  Both 
the  flowers  and  the  sunrise  bore  witness  to  the  artistry 
only  God  can  wield.  Admittedly,  that  wasn't  exactly 
the  message  of  Genesis  1 :29,  but  the  flower 
arrangement  did  take  me  back  to  the  essence  of 
Genesis. 

While  Hawse's  work  bears  a  marked  Oriental 
flair,  she  doesn't  limit  herself.  She  uses  different 
styles  —  Flemish,  Ikebana  and  mass.  Both  the 
readings  and  a  limited  church  budget  influence  her 
arrangements. 

"Sometimes  it  is  nice  to  use  a  grand  mass  to  shout 
out  'Celebrate!'  or  to  exclaim  one  point.  Other  times 
you  can  offer  just  a  few  flowers,"  suggests  Hawse. 

Hawse's  creations  actually  begin  with  research 
and  meditation.  After  looking  up  the  lectionary 
reading  for  Sunday,  Hawse  feels  it  is  important  to 
know  the  lesson.  She  uses  several  books  from  the 
EFM  course  to  learn  more  about  the  reading  and 
often  visits  the  library  for  further  reasearch.  After 
reading  and  studying  the  scripture,  Hawse  meditates 
on  it. 

"Being  quiet  and  just  listening  so  the  reading 
becomes  part  of  who  I  am  is  very  important,"  says 
Hawse.  "The  rest  just  flows." 

When  asked  for  hands-on  advice,  Hawse  states 
that  it  is  important  to  use  meaningful  flowers  that 


Mary  Lee  Hawse  makes  the  final  touches  on  her 
arrangement  based  on  Genesis  1:39. 

show  up  in  the  space  with  which  you're  working. 
While  pansies  may  relay  the  message,  they  won't  show 
up  in  front  of  a  large  altar.  A  big  mass  in  the  corner  is 
wonderful  for  the  burning  bush.  Scriptures  on  Martha 
and  Mary  are  an  opportunity  to  use  nature's  contrasts. 
Look  around  at  nature  for  what  can  express  the 
gentleness  of  one  and  the  businesses  of  the  other. 

Don't  be  afraid  to  use  open  spaces  says  Hawse. 
They  invite  the  viewer  in  and  provide  a  resting  place. 
"Space  is  an  element  around  flowers  and  also  in 
flowers  and  on  flowers,"  she  says. 

It  is  also  important  to  work  with  your  priest,  warns 
Hawse.  You  have  to  do  what  is  suited  for  your  church. 

Hawse  believes  the  flowers  can  be  a  tremendous 
asset  to  the  worship  experience.  "If  you  listen  to  the 
lesson,  meditate  on  the  arrangement  and  hear  the 
music,  you  get  the  full  benefit  of  the  service." 

—  Susan  Taylor  Block  is  a  member  of  St.  Andrews 
on  the  Sound,  Wilmington. 
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Looking  for  a  unique 
and  moving  gift  this 
holiday  season?  Consider  sharing 
the  gift  of  Anglican  music  sung  by  the  diocese's  own 
Schola  Cantorum.  The  group's  compact  disc,  "Trinity  of 
Love"  is  available  for  $14.00  by  contacting  Sam  Burke 
at  9 1 0/763-9946  or  Petsy  Overton  at  9 1 9/332-8222. 

The  Schola  Cantorum  is  a  chamber  group  specializ- 
ing in,  but  not  limited  to,  the  music  of  the  Anglican 
tradition.  Comprised  of  singers  from  the  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina,  the  ensemble  has  presented  choral 
Evensongs  and  concerts  for  churches  in  North  Carolina, 
Virginia,  New  York  and  England.  The  ensemble  has 
been  asked  to  sing  during  the  1998  Lambeth  Conference 
at  Canterbury  Cathedral  in  England. 
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The  Gift  of  Silence 

For  a  personalized  gift  certificate  for  an  upcoming  quiet  day, 
complete  the  form  below  and  return  it  to  Nancy  Craig,  Diocese 
of  East  Carolina,  P.O.  Box  1336,  Kinston,  NC  28540  with  a  check 
for  the  appropriate  amount. 

1998  Quiet  Davs 

Winter.  February  19 

Spring  May  8, 

Feast  of  Julian  of  Norwich 

Summer.  July  23 

Autumn  October  22 

1998  Retreats 

Lenten  March  6-8 

Advent  December  3-5 


The  Gift  of  Silence 


Recipient  of  certificate: 
A  gift  from:  


Please  mail  to: 


Phone  number  of  giver:  

Gift  Selected:   Quiet  Day  ($12.00) 

 Overnight  &  Quiet  Day  ($53.00) 


"Offering  Plate  Sermons"  Yield  What  Inquiring  Minds  Want  to  Know 

by  George  Glazier 


In  the  Dec.  15,  1996,  issue  of  The  Living  Church, 
there  was  an  article  in  the  editor's  column  that  began 
this  way: 

"Want  to  put  some  life  into  the  sermons  at  your 
church?  You  could  try  what  the  Rev.  Peter  A.R. 
Stebinger  is  doing.  Fr.  Stebinger,  Rector  of  Christ 
Church,  Bethany  Conn.,  does  what  he  calls  an 
'offering  plate  sermon'  whenever  there  is  a  fifth 
Sunday  in  a  month. 

'We  hand  out  pieces  of  paper  and  people  write 
questions  on  them,'  he  writes,  'I  answer  them  as  best  I 
can,  in  less  than  five  minutes.  They  are  placed  in  an 
offering  plate  and  I  just  reach  in  and  draw  one  out." 

This  unusual  way  of  preaching  seemed  intriguing. 
So,  when  the  Worship  Committee  at  Grace  Church, 
Chattanooga,  met  in  the  spring,  I  put  forward  the  idea 
that  we  try  this  during  the  summer. 

We  decided  that  the  first  Sunday  of  June,  July  and 
August  would  be  an  Offering  Plate  Sermon.  I  simply 
thought  this  would  be  a  way  to  "perk  up"  summer 
worship.  Little  did  I  know  I  was  tapping  a  deep  vein  of 
the  congregation's  often  hidden  spirituality. 

"And  the  seed  grows,  the  sower  knows  not  how...  " 

I  remember  the  first  Sunday  we  had  an  Offering 
Plate  Sermon  wondering  if  there  would  be  any 
questions.  Here  is  what  I  learned... 

1.  Children  ask  the  hardest  questions.  Here  are 
two:  Why  did  God  create  bugs  that  bite?  Why  did  God 
give  me  mean  brothers? 

2.  People  come  to  church  with  real  questions. 
Those  real  questions  do  not  always  get  answered 
because  of  our  style  of  worship  and  the  way  we  format 
Christian  Education.  In  education,  we  seek  to  provide 
opportunities  for  people  to  ask  questions  and  to  get 
answers.  But  most  of  the  time  we  are  "anticipating" 
what  we  think  people  need.  The  needs  are  far  more 
varied  than  we  think. 

•  Some  people  want  ceremonial  clarification:  Why 
do  we  bow?  What  times  are  appropriate  for  making  the 
sign  of  the  cross?  What  are  the  last  rites  and  how  are 
they  performed? 

•  Some  people  struggle  with  fundamentalistic 
understandings  of  scripture:  What  is  the  Episcopal 
teaching  on  "the  rapture?"  God  told  two  people,  Adam 


and  Eve,  to  populate  the  earth,  which  must 
have  included  incest  which  God  condemns.  Is 
this  a  biblical  contradiction? 

•  Some  people  struggle  with  the  demands 
of  living  a  Christian  life:  How  much  doubt  can 
we  reasonably  have  and  still  be  Christian?  I 
often  feel  crushed  between  the  demands  of 
work  and  family.  Everyone  wants  a  piece  of 
me,  and  there's  little  time  left  for  me  to  seek  a 
quiet  place  to  find  God.  Any  advice? 

3.  The  average  "Jane  and  Joe"  sitting  in  the 
pews  of  our  Episcopal  churches  are  "working 
out  their  own  salvation  in  fear  and  trembling" 
and  the  Offering  Plate  Sermon  with  its 
anonymous  questions  is  one  way  to  honor  their 
struggle. 

We  preachers  can  honor  their  struggle  by 
struggling  with  their  questions.  People  have 
wondered  how  I  could  be  so  brave  (or 
foolhardy)  as  to  try  to  answer  the  questions  I 
randomly  chose  from  the  offering  plate. 

After  the  first  few  questions,  I  was 
overcome  by  the  courage  of  those  who  wrote 
the  questions. 

I  don't  think  I  have  ever  felt  so  close  to  a 
congregation  in  their  spiritual  struggles  as  I 
did  on  those  Sundays  of  the  Offering  Plate 
Sermons. 

"Once  sown,  the  seed  springs  up  and 
grows  taller  than  any  other  plant...  " 

There  were  several  questions  I  expected: 
What  is  this  concordat  with  the  Lutheran 
Church?  What  might  happen  at  the  General 
Convention?  What  does  the  church  say  to  its 
gay  and  lesbian  parishioners  regarding  the 
inclusion  of  all  members? 

Expecting  them  did  not  make  the  questions 
easier.  I  found  it  was  better  not  to  prepare  an 
answer  in  advance,  but  to  speak  spontaneously 
from  the  heart. 

By  now,  you  are  probably  wondering  when 
I  am  going  to  talk  about  my  answers.  I'm  not. 
My  answers  are  not  as  important  as  the 
questions.  That  is  not  humble  pie.  It  is  the 


truth,  I  have  always  believed  that  struggling  with 
the  questions  is  more  authentic  than  providing 
"right"  answers.  One  of  the  first  things  I  noticed 
about  the  Episcopal  Church  when  I  entered  it  at  age 
1 6  was  that  people  would  tell  me  what  they 
thought,  but  never  did  they  try  to  tell  me  what  to 
think.  I  still  think  that  is  a  hallmark  of  our  tradition. 
If  any  of  my  answers  helped  someone  to  form  their 
own  answer,  then  it  was  a  success. 

If  my  struggle  with  a  question  convinced 
someone  it  was  OK  to  struggle  with  a  question,  to 
accept  that  there  might  not  be  one  right  answer, 
then  I  would  call  that  a  success.  If  someone 
absolutely  hated  my  answer  and  that  made  them 
formulate  their  own  answer,  then  I  would  also  call 
it  a  success. 

Anytime  the  people  of  a  congregation  are 
allowed  to  reveal  the  questions  in  their  hearts, 
regardless  of  the  outcome,  I  would  call  it  a  success. 

We  plan  to  continue  with  Offering  Plate 
Sermons  at  Grace.  Rather  than  once  a  month,  we 
plan  to  follow  Stebinger's  lead  and  have  them 
every  fifth  Sunday. 

The  more  I  think  about  it,  the  more 
Episcopalian  the  whole  process  seems.  It  is  very 
participatory.  Think  about  it.  Up  to  the  sermon  and 
after  the  sermon,  the  congregation  is  quite  involved 
in  the  liturgy-making  responses,  singing,  listening 
to  scripture,  participating  in  the  prayers.  Why  at  the 
sermon  does  that  participation  ebb  to  just  listening? 
Why  must  the  sermon  be  one  way  communication? 

The  interaction  of  question  and  answer  changes 
the  whole  feel  of  preaching  for  preacher  and 
congregation. 

And  from  this  interaction,  grows  a  bond  that  is 
more  important  than  both  the  question  and  the 
answer,  the  bond  of  priest  and  people  — 
companions  on  the  way! 

—  The  Rev.  George  Glazier  is  Rector  of  Grace  Church 

in  Chattanooga.  This  article  first  appeared  in  the  East  Tennessee 
Episcopalian.  It  was  reprinted  with  permission. 


Walk  in  Love  at  Winterlight  XXII:  December  27, 1997  -  January  1, 1998 


Twenty-two  years  and  having  as  much  FUN  as 
ever,  Winterlight  XXII  is  for  young  people  in 
grades  9-12.  The  conference  includes  INSPIRING 
conference-wide  and  small  group  sessions, 
SPIRITED  worship,  LIVELY  music,  and  a  staff 
full  of  SURPRISES.  It's  a  time  to  be  with  friends 
in  the  awe-inspiring  mountains  of  Western  North 
Carolina. 

Staff  and  participants  will  explore  the  Offertory 
Sentence  from  The  Book  of  Common  Prayer, 
"Walk  in  love,  as  Christ  loved  us  and  gave  himself 
for  us,  an  offering  and  sacrifice  to  God." 
(Ephesians  5:2). 

Together  we  will:  look  back  on  our  journey  to 
"see  where  the  love  was;  look  at  the  present  to  see 
where  the  love  is;  and  look  at  the  future  knowing 


—  having  faith  that  we  will  be  loved. 

Applications  for  Winterlight  XXII  are  available 
from  parish  youth  advisors.  Applications  should 
be  returned  to  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  P.O. 
Box  1336,  Kinston,  NC  28503. 

Winterlight  coordinators  are  Penn  Perry  and 
Kathy  Rock  Pfister.  Perry,  the  Associate  Director 
of  Camp  Trinity  and  a  graduate  of  Wake  Forest 
University  and  Duke  Divinity  School,  is  currently 
working  on  his  Ph.D.  in  19th  Century  British 
Literature  at  the  University  of  Georgia.  Pfister,  the 
Director  of  Youth  Ministry  at  Trinity  Church  in 
New  Orleans,  is  active  in  youth  ministry  in  her 
diocese  and  at  Kanuga. 

Kanuga  favorite  Fran  McKendree  will  lead  the 
music.  McKendree  is  nationally  and 


internationally  known  as  a  performer,  songwriter, 
recording  artist  and  program  leader  at  church  youth 
conferences. 

Staff  members  from  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina  will  include  the  Rev.  Sean  Cavanaugh 
from  St.  Andrew's  on  the  Sound,  Wilmington; 
Cookie  Cantwell,  Youth  Coordinator  at  St.  James', 
Wilmington;  and  Carol  Taylor,  Coordinator  for 
Youth  Ministries.  Other  staff  members  include:  the 
Rev.  Andy  Andrews  from  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana; 
Carol  Percy  from  the  Diocese  of  East  Tennessee; 
and  Beau  Williams  from  Pensacola,  Florida. 

For  more  information  contact  Carol  Taylor  at 
919/522-0885. 
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Completing  the  Word:  A  Musician's  Perspective  on  Music  and  a  Living  Liturgy 


by  Janet  tc  Fish  til.  D.M  us. 

In  an  age  which  seems  to  value  the  speed  of 
communication  more  than  the  quality  of  the  thought 
communicated,  we  are  truly  blessed  to  be  part  of  a 
church  which  places  great  value  upon  the  beauty  of 
language,  gesture,  and  art.  One  of  the  joys  of  being  an 
Episcopal  church  musician  is  being  part  of  a  tradition 
which  sees  not  only  the  validity  but  the  necessity  of 
worshiping  God  in  the  beauty  of  holiness  and  in  the 
holiness  of  beauty. 

By  intentionally  planning  worship  which  reflects 
that  precept,  we  experience  liturgy  which  brings  the 
elements  of  word  and  sacrament  together  in  a  glorious 
amalgam  of  rich  symbol  and  profound  statement.  When 
we  consider  the  power  which  symbols  have  not  just  to 
reinforce  but  to  complete  the  word  of  God  we  can  begin 
to  appreciate  the  need  for  music  which  provides  a 
window  to  the  transcendent,  reflecting  the  mystery  of 
God's  love  and  call  to  us  even  as  it  unites  us  in  songs  of 
praise  and  prayer. 

Avoiding  the  liturgical  straitjacket 

In  this  kind  of  worship  experience  the  Book  of 
Common  Prayer  and  the  Hymnal  1982  become  road- 
maps  which  help  us  chart  an  exciting  trip  which  we  take 
toward  God  with  our  fellow  Christians.  All  too  often, 
however,  these  same  wonderful  resources  begin  to 
resemble  a  straitjacket  of  mindlessness  and  banality 
which  seem  to  bind  musicians,  clergy  and  congregation 
in  a  weekly,  monthly  and  seasonal  cycle  of  "sameness." 
But  how  does  one  avoid  or  learn  how  to  quickly  climb 
out  of  musical/liturgical  ruts? 

I  believe  the  best  way  for  all  of  us  to  avoid  the 
liturgical  straitjacket  is  to  follow  these  four  simple,  yet 
challenging,  rules: 

1.  Insist  upon  art  of  the  highest  possible  quality; 

2.  Maintain  a  focus  on  the  congregational  nature  of 
worship; 

3.  Sustain  a  commitment  to  professional  growth  which 
increases  and  strengthens  the  gifts  one  has  to  offer  in  the 
service  of  our  Lord;  and 

4.  Keep  an  openness  to  the  creativity  bestowed  on  all  of 
us  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Selecting  Music  to  reflect  God's  creation 

Music  which  transcends  time  and  place  and  which 
brings  us  closer  to  a  fuller  knowledge  of  God  does  not 
need  to  be  difficult  or  highly  sophisticated.  Simplicity  is 
not  a  vice  and  complexity  is  not  necessarily  a  virtue.  We 
all  might  agree  that  simple  music  done  well  is  better  than 
difficult  music  done  badly. 

While  judging  the  quality  of  music  for  worship  is  a 
highly  subjective  business,  we  do  have  some  criteria 
which  should  guide  our  selection  process.  Music  for  the 
liturgy  should  reflect  the  qualities  which  we  see  in  God's 
own  Creation:  those  of  honesty  and  permanence.  We 
must  search  for  music  which  brings  a  "realness"  to  our 
worship —  real  integrity  of  text  and  real  musical  beauty 
and  craft,  however  simple  the  song.  Music  worthy  of  a 
place  in  our  liturgy  should  not  be  the  compositional 
equivalent  of  the  "flavor  of  the  month"  any  more  than 
the  prose  of  scripture  and  prayers  should  sound  like  the 
latest  best  selling  novel. 

It's  not  only  the  music  of  Bach  and  Handel  which 
stands  the  test  of  time.  "Amazing  Grace"  has  just  as 
much  honesty  and  permanence  as  Messiah.  In  choosing 
music  for  worship,  we  must  search  for  a  balance  between 
"reaching  down"  and  "lifting  up." 

Musicians  need  to  live  with  the  inherent  tension 
which  will  always  exist  between  the  perfection  of  God 
(and  a  fully  paid  professional  choir!)  and  the 
imperfections  of  humanity.  When  a  compromise  is 
needed  for  the  greater  needs  of  the  community,  make  it . 
. .  but  be  sure  that  your  compromises  are  worthy  ones! 

Embracing  the  creativity  within  us 

Liturgy  (from  the  Greek  ergon=work  and 
/ao5=people)  is  literally  the  "the  work  of  the  people"  and 
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should  not  be  confused  with  ceremonial  (or  "smells  and 
bells").  As  a  liturgical  church  we  must  never  lose  sight 
of  the  fact  that  our  music  must  inspire  and  enable  the 
common  worship  of  the  gathered  assembly  whose 
responsibility  it  is  to  be  active  participants,  not  a  passive 
audience. 

This  does  not  preclude  moments  in  worship  when 
soloists,  choir  or  instrumentalists  offer  their  musical 
prayer  and  praise  on  behalf  of  the  congregation; 
however,  if  the  congregation  doesn't  sing  hymns  with 
enthusiasm  week  after  week  it  really  doesn't  matter  how 
glorious  the  choir's  anthem  or  the  organist's  postlude  is 
since  the  real  point  of  liturgy  will  be  missed. 

Given  the  number  of  continuing  educational 
opportunities  that  exist  in  eastern  North  Carolina, 
sustaining  a  commitment  to  professional  growth  is 
easier  now  ever.  To  name  a  few:  The  Leadership 
Program  for  Musicians  Serving  Small  Congregations 
(LPM),  a  monthly  course  which  leads  to  the  Presiding 
Bishop's  Certificate  in  Church  Music;  Trinity  Center 
Conference  on  Church  Music  (usually  meeting  in  late 
August);  and  the  East  Carolina  Religious  Arts  Festival 
which  meets  the  last  weekend  of  January  at  East 
Carolina  University. 

It  is  also  possible  to  study  church  music-related 
courses  and  applied  music  as  either  a  degree  or  non 
degree  student  at  universities  and  community  colleges 
in  our  area.  Making  the  commitment  to  serve  God  as  a 
musician  is  an  ongoing  decision. 

Creativity  costs  nothing  .  . .  and  everything,  for  it  is 
far  easier  to  do  the  same  old  canticles,  hymns,  anthems 
and  voluntaries  year  after  year  than  to  actively  engage 
the  word  and  sacraments  anew  each  "mini  Easter"  of  a 
Sunday  morning.  But  there  is  no  way  out  of  the 
straitjacket  without  being  open  to  the  creative  spark 
within  you. 

Chief  among  the  contributing  factors  to  liturgical 
malaise  is  the  belief  that  small  churches  with  limited 
resources  cannot  experience  a  vibrant,  living  liturgy. 
By  embracing  the  creativity  within  us,  with  a 
commitment  to  quality  and  to  the  congregation, 
musicians  serving  small  congregations  can  also 
experience  a  living  liturgy,  week  after  week  and  season 
after  season. 

Breaking  out  of  the  liturgical  rut 

Some  concrete  suggestions  on  how  to  climb  out  of 
the  liturgical  "rut"  follow.  (WARNING:  Strive  to 
balance  the  familiar  with  a  bit  of  the  new  at  all  times!) 

•  Teach  your  congregation  a  hymn  of  the  month  and 
write  a  brief  article  in  the  newsletter  or  bulletin  about 
its  history;  use  it  every  Sunday  in  some  form 
(voluntary,  anthem  or  hymn). 

•  Vary  methods  of  singing  and  accompanying  hymns 
such  as:  "men  only"  and  "women  only"  stanzas;  add 
percussion  instruments  on  Renaissance  or  Baroque 
hymn  tunes  like  #67  Psalm;  use  hymns  such  as  266, 
"Nova,  Nova,"  as  anthems  with  soloists  on  dialogue 
and  choir  as  narrator. 

•  Incorporate  responses,  canticles  and  psalms  which 
use  choir  or  cantor  in  alternation  with  the 
congregation  which  sings  an  easy  refrain  printed  in 
the  bulletin. 

•  Teach  your  congregation  enough  settings  of  service 
music  that  you  can  change  it  seasonally. 

•  Randomly  ring  handbells  to  add  a  musical  "halo" 
when  accompanying  chant,  psalms,  etc. 

•  Incorporate  choir  or  soloists  into  voluntaries  by 
having  them  sing  the  tune  upon  which  organ  chorale 
preludes  are  based. 

•  Celebrate  Evensong  or  Compline.  If  your  choir  is 
too  small  to  sing  an  entire  choral  service,  use  hymns 
and  canticles  from  the  hymnal,  join  with  another 
choir  or  invite  a  guest  choir  to  sing.  Let  these 
wonderful  services  punctuate  the  changing  of  the 
liturgical  seasons,  providing  a  musical/liturgical 
transition  to  the  next  step  in  our  Christian  journey. 
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Handbells  add  a  musical  "halo  "  to  services. 


•  Schedule  one  "Singing  School"  per  semester  when 
the  choir  teaches  new  music  to  an  adult 
education  class  or  at  a  parish  dinner  meeting.  Other 
tips  on  teaching  new  music:  after  the  opening 
voluntary,  bring  the  choir  in  front  of  the  congregation 
and  "line  out"  the  new  music  having  the  choir  sing  a 
phrase  with  the  congregation  repeating.  If  your  choir 
sings  in  a  gallery  have  them  go  downstairs  and 
surround  the  congregation  at  the  point  in  the  service 
when  the  new  music  is  to  be  sung  and  so  that  they 
reinforce  the  efforts  of  the  congregation. 
Maintaining  eye  contact  between  a  cantor  or  choir 
and  congregation  will  increase  congregational 
receptivity. 

Ideas  for  a  living  liturgy 

Some  other  ideas  for  a  living  liturgy  through  the 
year: 

•  Advent-Christmas-Epiphany:  Celebrate  Advent 
Lessons  and  Carols  with  anthems  and/or 
congregational  hymns;  sing  Advent  prose  in  Sunday 
morning  Eucharists  and  Magnificat  on  "Mary" 
Sunday;  let  figures  of  the  Nativity  begin  their  Advent 
march  to  Bethlehem  on  window  ledges,  finally 
stopping  at  the  manger  on  Christmas  Eve.  Sing 
"Gloria  in  excelsis"  through  Christmas  and  Jack 
Noble  White's  "Surely  it  is  God  Who  Saves  Me" 
(Canticle  9)  or  Martin  How's  "Arise,  Shine" 
(Canticle  1 1)  in  Epiphany.  At  the  end  of  Alleluia 
Sunday  symbolically  "bury"  the  alleluia  while 
singing  hymn  #710  to  the  text  "Alleluia." 

•  Lent-Holy  Week-Easter:  In  Lent  sing  the 
Decalogue  with  choir  and/or  organ  providing  the 
sustaining  pitch  throughout;  observe  Compline  as  the 
church's  Lenten  liturgical  discipline.  Incorporate 
foot  washing  at  Maundy  Thursday  accompanied  by 
"Ubi  caritas"  (hymn  606  or  Taize  setting).  Good 
Friday  observe  Stations  of  the  Cross  singing  a  hymn 
and  Trisagion  S#102  at  every  Station.  At  Easter 
Vigil  a  cantor  sings  "Exsultet"  and  the  organ's  joyful 
voluntaries  are  accompanied  by  random  handbell 
peals  during  lighting  of  altar  candies. 

•  Pentecost-All  Saints-Christ  the  King:  Release  red 
balloons  while  singing  "Veni  Creator  Spiritus"  on 
Pentecost.  Follow  a  late-night  All  Hallows  Eve 
Celebration  or  Concert  with  the  first  Eucharist  of  All 
Saints  Day.  Begin  Christ  the  King  Sunday  with 
Larry  King's  Introit  for  a  Feast  Day  which  includes 
handbells,  percussion,  clergy  and  choir;  sing  the  Te 
Deum  as  the  opening  canticle. 

—  Janette  Fishell  is  the  Director  of  Music  and  Organist  at  Saint 
Paul  s  Episcopal  Church,  Greenville,  and  an  Associate  Professor 
of  Organ  and  Church  Music  at  East  Carolina  University. 


LThe  Secret  of  "The  Twelve  Days 
of  Christmas" 

by  Al  MacKenzie 

The  following  is  a  sermon  the  Rev.  Al  Mackenzie 
preached  at  St.  Thomas  on  January  8th,  1995.  It  was 
originally  reprinted  in  St.  Thomas '  newsletter  and  in 
the  December  1995  issue  of  Cross  Current. 

"The  Twelve  Days  of  Christmas,  "  was  written  in 
the  early  throes  of  the  Protestant  Reformation  in 
England  during  which  the  reformers  were  strongly 
anti-papists  and  Archbishop  Cramer  himself  had 
sentiments  towards  Presbyterianism.  A  friend  of  MacKenzie,  the  Rev.  Elred 
Johnson  researched  the  Hymn  and  shared  his  finding. 

There  is  a  Christmas  carol  which  we  hear  and  sing  each  year  during  the 
Christmas  season.  The  problem  is  that  for  most  of  us  we  have  no  idea  what  the 
words  mean.  The  song  is  the  Twelve  Days  of  Christmas.  Of  course,  we  know  that 
the  twelve  days  of  Christmas  are  actually  from  December  25th  to  the  6th  of 
January,  or  from  Christmas  day  to  the  Epiphany. 

The  rest  of  the  words  sound  like  some  love  sick  person  who  went  overboard  in 
giving  gifts  to  his  lover.  "The  twelve  days  of  Christmas,  my  true  love  sent  to  me,  a 
partridge  in  a  pear  tree.  The  second  day,  my  true  love  sent  to  me  two  turtle  doves. 
The  third  day,  three  French  hens,  four  calling  birds,  five  golden  rings,  six  geese  a 
laying,  seven  swans  a  swimming,  eight  maids  a  milking,  nine  ladies  dancing,  ten 
lords  a  leaping,  eleven  pipers  piping  and  then  12  drummers  drumming." 

This  song  was  written  by  a  Roman  Catholic  Priest  for  children  of  his  parish 
because  he  was  afraid  that  they  would  forget  their  Catechism.  In  England  in  1 558, 
Roman  Catholics  were  forbidden  to  practice  their  faith  publicly  until  1 829.  So  he 
wrote  this  song  to  remind  them  of  the  teachings  they  already  knew,  but  would  be 
hidden  from  other  people.  The  fact  that  over  these  many  years  most  of  us  did  not 
understand  what  the  words  meant,  means  he  was  successful  in  his  project.  Now  I 
am  going  to  share  with  you  what  the  words  really  mean. 

"The  first  day  of  Christmas,  my  true  love  sent  to  me..."  Who  is  our  true  love? 
Of  course,  it  is  God.  The  Partridge  in  a  pear  tree  reminds  us  of  one  who  died  on  a 
tree  for  us,  which  is  Christ  the  Lord. 

"The  second  day  of  Christmas,  my  true  love  sent  to  me,  two  turtle  doves."  He 
gave  us  the  Old  and  the  New  Testament,  the  revelation  of  God's  love  for  us. 

The  third  day  —  we  received  three  French  hens  which  represent  the  three  gifts 
of  "Faith,  Hope,  and  Charity." 

The  fourth  day  —  we  receive  four  calling  birds  which  proclaim  to  us  the 
message  of  the  Good  News —  the  Gospels —  Matthew,  Mark,  Luke  and  John. 

The  fifth  day  —  we  receive  five  golden  rings,  precious  old  gifts  —  The 
Pentateuch  the  first  five  books  of  the  Old  Testament —  The  Torah  or  the  laws. 

The  sixth  day —  we  receive  six  geese  a  laying,  which  represents  the  six  days 
of  creation. 

The  seventh  day  of  Christmas,  we  receive  seven  swans  a  swimming.  These  are 
the  seven  gifts  of  the  Spirit,  which  are  wisdom,  understanding,  counsel,  fortitude 
(strength),  knowledge,  godliness  and  fear  (respect). 

The  eighth  day  of  Christmas,  we  receive  eight  maids  a  milking,  which 
symbolizes  eight  gifts  that  can  make  us  happy  or  blessed.  These  are  the 
Beatitudes. .  .Blessed  are:  the  poor  in  spirit;  those  who  mourn;  the  meek;  those 
who  hunger  and  thirst  after  righteousness;  the  merciful;  those  who  are  pure  in 
heart;  the  peace  makers;  and  those  who  are  persecuted  for  my  name's  sake. 

The  ninth  day,  we  have  nine  ladies  dancing.  You  will  have  to  go  to  the  book  of 
Galatins,  the  fifth  chapter  to  find  the  answer  of  the  nine  ladies  dancing.  They  are 
called  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit."Love,  Joy,  Peace,  Patience,  Kindness,  Goodness, 
Faithfulness,  Humility  and  Self  Control." 

The  ten  lords  a  leaping  represent  the  Ten  Commandments. 

The  eleven  pipers  piping  are  the  disciples  who  went  out  and  spread  the  good 
news  to  the  world. 

The  twelve  drummers  drumming  are  the  twelve  parts  of  our  faith  as  they  are 
expressed  in  the  Creeds.  "We  believe. ..in  God  the  Father;  Creator;  God  the  Son; 
Crucified,  died,  buried;  Raised  from  the  dead;  Ascended  into  heaven;  God  the 
Holy  Spirit;  the  holy  Catholic  Church;  Communion  of  Saints;  Forgiveness  of  sins; 
Resurrection  of  the  body;  and  Life  everlasting." 

NOW,  you  also  know  the  secret  of  the  carol  of  the  Twelve  Days  of  Christmas, 
and  it  may  help  you  to  remember  your  Catechism. 
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OFFERING 

in  Our  Diocese  and  Beyond 


Choral  Evensong  for  Advent,  St.  Andrew's-on- 
the-Sound,  Wilmington,  performed  by  the  church 
choir  at  5  p.m. 

Walk-In,  Sing-Along  Messiah,  with  the 
Wilmington  Choral  Society  and  Orchestra  in  Grise 
Auditorium,  8  p.m.  Bring  your  own  scores.  Tickets 
are  $9  for  adults  and  $7  for  seniors/students.  For 
further  information  call  910/458-5164. 

Christmas  Kid-Sing  with  the  Wilmington  Choral 
Society  at  the  New  Hanover  County  Main  Library 
(main  branch  on  Chestnut  St.)  at  1:00  p.m.  For 
details  call  910/458-5164.  ■ 

Advent  Lessons  and  Carols,  sung  by  St.  Cecilia's 
and  St.  Paul's  choirs  at  St.  Paul's,  Greenville, 
5  p.m. 

Advent  Lessons  and  Carols,  sung  by  Schola 
Cantorum,  at  Holy  Trinity,  Hertford,  6:00  p.m. 
For  more  information  call  910/426-4741. 

Advent  Lessons  and  Carols,  Christ  Church, 
New  Bern,  sung  by  the  church  choir. 

"Carols  of  the  Season"  —  a  community  sing- 
along  with  Barry  Bauguess  and  The  Kordax  Brass 
Ensemble  at  St.  James',  Wilmington,  12:10  p.m. 
and  lunch  at  12:40  p.m.  For  lunch  reservations  call 
910/763-1628. 

A  Festival  of  Nine  Lessons  and  Carols,  sung  by 
the  choristers  at  St.  Thomas',  Ahoskie,  5:00  p.m. 

Hanging  of  the  Greens  at  Church  of  the  Servant, 

Wilmington  at  5:30  p.m. 

Christmas  Oratorio  by  Camille  Saint-Saens, 

sung  by  soloists  and  the  choir  at  St.  Paul's, 
Greenville,  10:30  p.m. 

Boar's  Head  Festival,  St.  Mary's,  Kinston 
at  3:00  p.m.  and  5:00  p.m.  For  information  call 
919/523-6146. 


The  Joint  Commission  on  Liturgy  and  Music  sponsors  this  ongoing  calendar 
of  musical  offerings  available  to  all  in  our  diocese  and  beyond.  If  you  would  like 
to  have  events  in  your  parish  listed,  please  send  them  to  Mrs.  Betsy  Overton,  Rt. 
1,  Box  254,  Aulander,  NC  27805.  The  calendar  will  be  updated  with  each  edition 
of  Cross  Current. 


The  Rev.  Al  MacKenzie  is  retired  and  living  in  Belhaven. 
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Griswold  Invested  as  25th  Presiding  Bishop  of  Episcopal  Church 


by  James  Solheim 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  (ENS)  In  a  sweeping  liturgy 
that  combined  soaring  choral  music,  the  heady  rhythms 
of  Native  American  drums  and  African  American 
spirituals,  with  the  spectacle  and  color  of  stately 
processions,  Frank  Tracy  Griswold  of  Chicago  was 
invested  as  the  25th  presiding  bishop  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  at  Washington  National  Cathedral  January  10. 

After  an  extensive  musical  prelude,  drawing  on  a 
wide  variety  of  church  traditions,  almost  200  bishops  of 
the  church  were  joined  by  ecumenical  guests  and,  for 
the  first  time,  representatives  of  Islam  and  Judaism,  in 
processions  that  flowed  into  the  cathedral  from  all 
directions.  Banners  and  colored  streamers  captured  the 
festive  air  of  the  occasion,  as  the  nearly  4,000 
participants  filled  the  cathedral  to  inaugurate  a  new 
season  of  leadership  in  the  church. 

About  35  to  40  people  from  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina  attended.  They  were  joined  by  church 
members  at  more  than  200  downlink  sites  across  the 
country  who  watched  a  live  satellite  television 
broadcast.  A  simultaneous  audio  feed  over  the 
worldwide  Internet  extended  the  audience 
internationally. 

Welcoming  the  presiding  bishop 

When  all  had  taken  their  places,  a  delegation  moved 
to  the  west  entrance  to  welcome  the  new  presiding 
bishop.  The  moment  of  expectant  silence  was  pierced 
by  a  loud  knock  at  the  portal.  Bishop  Ron  Haines  of 
Washington  opened  the  doors,  Griswold  asked 
permission  to  enter  and  members  of  the  Standing 
Committee  of  the  Diocese  of  Chicago  introduced  the 
new  presiding  bishop  to  the  church. 

After  Griswold  affirmed  his  commitment  to  his  new 
ministry,  the  Episcopal  Church's  ecumenical  partners 
stepped  forward  with  gifts  and  symbols.  The  Greek 
Orthodox  presented  an  icon.  The  Lutherans  brought  a 
copy  of  their  Confessions.  The  National  Council  of 
Churches  offered  a  copy  of  the  Bible.  A  representative 
of  the  Consultation  on  Christian  Union  brought  a 
liturgy.  Representatives  of  the  Anglican  Communion 
offered  symbols  of  "the  diversity  of  our  worldwide 
communion  and  the  challenges  of  our  future  together." 

In  one  of  the  most  poignant  moments  of  the  liturgy, 
Browning  presented  the  primatial  staff  to  Griswold,  a 
symbol  of  the  role  of  presiding  bishop.  When  Browning 
presented  his  successor  to  the  congregation,  the 
cathedral  erupted  in  sustained  applause. 


Homily  emphasizes  community 

In  his  homily,  Griswold  related  an  experience  he 
had  at  Assisi,  at  the  foot  of  a  crucifix  that  "spoke  to  St. 
Francis,"  in  the  church  where  Francis  prayed  at  the 
beginning  of  his  conversion. 

As  he  sat  in  the  dark  chapel,  Griswold  said  that  he 
was  "drawn  to  the  cross  as  though  it  were  a  magnet" 
and  soon  moved  "from  observer  to  participant,"  reciting 
a  prayer  written  by  Francis  at  the  foot  of  the  cross.  "In 
the  silence  of  the  chapel,  the  prayer  spoke  to  me," 
Griswold  said. 

He  discovered  that  God's  call  to  Francis  was  a  clear 
one —  "go  rebuild  my  church,"  a  call  that  soon  took 
hold  of  Griswold  as  well.  With  it  came  the  realization 
that  the  task  was  not  his  alone,  that  God  was  saying  that 
"it  belongs  to  everyone  who  has  been  baptized  into  my 
death  and  resurrection.  You  are  all  called  to  rebuild  my 
church." 

In  closing,  Griswold  said  that  he  was  "immensely 
hopeful"  about  the  future  of  the  church,  "because  of  the 
goodwill  and  generosity  of  spirit  which  meet  me  almost 
everywhere  I  go... because  of  the  vitality  and 
faithfulness  of  congregations  large  and  small. ..because 
of  the  deep  desire  on  all  sides  to  move  beyond  threat 
and  accusation  to  a  place  of  conversation,  conversion, 
communion  and  truth...." 

Renewal  of  the  Baptismal  Covenant 

In  what  he  called  "the  ground  of  today's  liturgy," 
Griswold  and  a  group  of  assisting  bishops  moved  to  a 
large  baptismal  font  in  the  middle  of  the  nave  and  led 
the  congregation  in  a  renewal  of  their  Baptismal 
Covenant.  After  filling  bowls  of  water  from  the  font,  the 
party  moved  throughout  the  cathedral  sprinkling  the 
entire  congregation  with  the  water. 

Following  Eucharist,  Griswold  blessed  the 
congregation  and  then  moved  slowly  down  the  aisle, 
pausing  at  the  baptismal  font,  where  he  was  joined  by 
his  wife  Phoebe  and  his  family.  Drawing  on  a  common 
theme  of  his  ministry —  accessibility  and  availability 
—  he  greeted  the  hundreds  who  pressed  forward  with 
words  of  welcome  and  encouragement. 

A  reality  check 

Expressing  his  "need  for  a  different  view  of 
Washington,"  on  Sunday,  Griswold  and  his  wife 
journeyed  to  the  other  end  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
for  what  he  called  "a  reality  check." 

Far  from  the  Gothic  glories  of  the  cathedral, 


A  crowd  of  nearly  4,000 fills  Washington  National 
Cathedral  for  installation  of  new  Presiding  Bishop 
Frank  T.  Griswold. 

Griswold  and  his  party  were  greeted  by  the  Rev.  William 
Lewis,  rector  of  the  Chapel  of  St.  Philip  the  Evangelist 
in  Anacostia,  for  a  walk  through  one  of  the  poorest  areas 
in  the  city  prior  to  the  morning  service. 

At  Imani  (faith  in  Swahili),  the  only  sit-down 
restaurant  in  the  area,  they  had  coffee  with  the  owner, 
Lamont  Mitchell,  who  described  his  attempts  to  create  a 
human  space,  a  beacon  of  hope  for  those  who  needed  a 
lift.  "Nothing  is  more  basic  than  gathering  at  the  table," 
Griswold  said  in  response. 

During  the  service,  Lewis  offered  a  warm  welcome 
to  Griswold,  expressing  deep  appreciation  that  he  had 
chosen  the  parish  for  his  first  visit  after  investiture. 
"Your  visit,"  Lewis  said,  "confirms  your  determination 
to  be  the  bishop  of  all  the  people." 

—  James  Solheim  is  director  of  news  and  information 
for  the  Episcopal  Church. 
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The  Episcopal  Church 

IN  THE  ANGLICAN  COMMUNION 


A 

A  global  community 
of  70  million  Anglicans 
in  36  member  churches/ 
provinces. 


ARCHBISHOP  OF  CANTERBURY 

The  Most  Rev.  and  Rt.  Hon.  George  Carey 

Lambeth  Palace,  London,  England  SE1  7JU 
Anglican  Consultative  Council,  14  Great  Peter  Street, 
London,  England  SW 1 P  3NQ 

Episcopal  Seat:  Canterbury  Cathedral 

IN  THE  UNITED  STATES 

A  community  of  2.5  million 
members  in  1 1 8  dioceses  in 
the  Americas  and  abroad. 
Established  1789. 

PRESIDING  BISHOP 

The  Most  Rev.  Frank  T.  Griswold 

Episcopal  Church  Center,  8 1 5  Second  Avenue, 
New  York,  NY  10017,  (212)  867-8400 

Episcopal  Seat:  Washington  National  Cathedral, 
Mount  St.  Alban,  Washington,  D.C.  20016 


IN  THE  DIOCESE 
OF  EAST  CAROLINA 

A  community  of  over  14,137 
communicants  in  70  churches. 
Founded  in  1883. 

BISHOP 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd 


Diocesan  Office,  705  Doctors  Drive.  P.O.  Box  1336, 
Kinston,  NC  28503 

Telephone:  888/622-4778 
Fax:  919/523-5272 
Email:  diocese. eclScoastalnet. com 


VISIT  THE  DIOCESAN  WEBSITE  AT 

http://www4.coastalnet.com/community_orgs/religious_orgs/diocese 


Cr*ss  Current 

EDITOR 

Alicia  Alford 


Cross  Current's  purpose  is  to  communicate  how  we  are 
keeping  the  Cross  current  in  our  daily  lives  and  in  the 
ministries  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina. 

To  contribute  material  or  ideas  contact  the  editor  at  1119 
Hendricks  Ave.,  Jacksonville,  NC  28540,  (910)  938-1017. 
Fax (910)  938-3415 

Deadline  February  issue:  January  21 
Deadline  March  Issue:  February  18 

Subscriptions  &  Contributions  :  Every  household  with 
members  of  an  Episcopal  Church  in  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina  should  receive  a  Cross  Current  free  of  charge. 
Cross  Current  is  sent  to  households  outside  the  diocese 
upon  request.  Cross  Current  does  accept  contributions  to 
help  cover  printing  and  mailing  costs.  These  may  be  sent  to 
The  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  P.O.  Box  1336.  Kinston,  NC 
28503.  Please  contact  the  editor  for  information  on  Cross 
Current  on  audio  cassette. 

Change  of  address:  Send  to  Cross  Current,  1119 
Hendricks  Ave.,  Jacksonville,  NC  28540.  Please  note  the 
name  of  your  church  with  the  address  change  and  include 
the  mailing  label. 


From  the 


Bishop 


At  Heart  a  Proclamation 

A  fellow  bishop  recently  wrote  of  a  priest 
who  once  confessed  that  he  never  looked 
forward  to  Christmas  because  he  had  run  out 
of  ideas  for  preaching  at  this  great  festival  of 
the  Christian  year.  The  bishop  asked  how 
that  might  be.  The  priests'  reply  was  that  he 
had  preached  about  Christmas  as  a  picture  of 
the  oppressed;  a  paradigm  of  the  poor;  a 
model  of  homelessness;  a  view  of  rejection; 
and  now  he  had  no  more  pictures  or 
paradigms  of  Christmas  to  use  in  his 
preaching.  He  felt  there  was  nothing  more  to 
proclaim  or  even  to  believe  in  this  season.  A 
pity  that  he  could  not  see  the  joy  and 
refreshment  the  Christmas  and  Epiphany 
seasons  bring. 

The  glory  of  Christmas  is  that  God  came 
near.  .  .  and  that  God  continues  to  come  near 
to  the  human  race,  near  to  your  life  and 
mine.  God  came  near  to  us  in  the  form  of  a 
child  and  in  the  midst  of  rejection, 
homelessness,  oppression  and  poverty,  for  he 
suffered  all  of  these  at  the  hands  of  a 
humanity  who  had  learned  to  distrust  and 
disobey  God.  The  glory  of  Christmas  is  not 
just  that  God  came  near  to  a  sinful  humanity, 
near  to  you  and  to  me  in  our  sinfulness,  but 
that  God  stays  near  —  near  to  all  humans, 
near  to  you  and  to  me.  Even  in  the  face  of 
our  sinfulness,  distrust  and  disobedience,  God 
responds  to  us  with  steady,  unswerving, 
ocean-depths  of  love,  acceptance  and 
forgiveness. 

The  story  of  Christmas  and  Epiphany  is 
finally  not  a  picture  or  a  paradigm.  The  story 
of  these  seasons  is  at  heart  a  proclamation  — 
a  cry  from  the  depths  of  our  being  and  from 
the  rooftops  of  our  lives  —  a  shouting  out  of 
the  saving  grace  and  love  of  God  who  comes 
near  to  us  this  and  every  moment  and  offers 
all  humanity  and  each  of  us  acceptance, 
forgiveness,  peace  and  eternal  life. 

The  proclamation  of  Christmas  and 


Epiphany  is  joyful  news  for  all  the  human 
family.  Christmas  is  Good  News  of  peace, 
forgiveness,  redemption  for  those  among  whom 
God  is  pleased  to  dwell.  With  this  joyful  news 
in  our  hearts  in  this  happy  season  of  our 
redemption,  the  newborn  babe  of  Bethlehem 
invites  us  to  become  newborn  children  of  God 
through  our  baptism. 

Our  baptism  calls  us  to  set  our  hearts  toward 
being  a  people  who,  like  the  God  whom  we 
worship,  are  filled  with  forgiveness  for  one 
another;  a  people  who  proclaim  and  work  for 
peace  and  justice  in  the  world  and  in  our 
neighborhood;  a  people  known  for  generosity  in 
giving  and  for  our  open,  accepting  and  loving 
hearts. 

Dear  friends  in  Christ,  during  this  season  of 
Christmas  and  Epiphany,  we  gather  to  proclaim 
the  birth  of  the  Prince  of  Peace  and  to  resolve 
to  make  him  known.  In  this  new  year,  let  us  be 
sure  to  keep  this  celebration  resolving  within 
ourselves  to  be  known  from  this  time  forward 
as  people  with  loving  hearts,  forgiving  spirits, 
generous  souls  and  joyful  lives.  For  in 
Christmas  and  Epiphany,  this  is  how  we  know 
God  to  be.  And  this  is  how  we  can  be,  too,  in 
God. 

God  bless  you  and  Godspeed  in  the 
new  year. 

Faithfully, 

Reverend  Clifton  Daniel,  III 
Bishop  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 
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Una  proclamation  al  corazon 

Traducido  por  Dorothy  Hodder 


Un  sacerdote  confeso  a  su  obispo  que  no  pudo  gozar  en  la  Navidad  y  la 
Epifania  porque  no  pudo  pensar  en  nada  nuevo  para  decir  acerca  de  estas 
grandes  fiestas  del  ano  cristiano.  Habia  predicado  acerca  de  lo  que  la  Navidad 
y  la  Epifania  tienen  que  ver  con  los  oprimidos,  y  con  los  pobres,  y  con  los 
que  faltan  hogar,  y  con  los  rechazados,  hasta  que  no  tenia  ninguna  otra  idea 
para  sus  sermones.  Sentia  que  no  habia  ninguna  otra  cosa  que  podia 
proclamar  o  creer  acerca  de  estas  estaciones.  Que  lastima  que  no  podia  ver  la 
alegria  y  el  refresco  que  nos  ofrecen  la  Navidad  y  la  Epifania. 

La  gloria  de  la  Navidad  es  que  Dios  se  acerco  a  nosotros,  y  que  sigue 
acercandose  a  la  raza  humana,  acercandose  a  tu  vida  y  a  la  mi'a.  Dios  se 
acerco  en  forma  de  un  nino,  rechazado,  sin  casa,  oprimido,  y  pobre.  Sufrio  a 
los  manos  de  una  humanidad  desobediente  y  desconfiado.  El  milagro  de  la 
Epifania  es  que  Dios,  habiendose  acercado  a  nosotros  pecadores,  permanece 
con  nosotros.  Dios  responde  a  nuestros  pecados,  a  nuestra  desconfianza,  y  a 
nuestra  desobediencia,  con  un  amor  que  no  puede  cambiar,  con  aceptacion,  y 
con  perdon. 

La  historia  de  la  Navidad  y  de  la  Epifania  es  una  proclamacion,  un  grito 
que  viene  de  la  parte  mas  honda  de  nuestros  seres,  y  de  las  alturas  de  nuestras 
vidas.  Proviene  de  la  gracia  y  el  amor  de  Dios,  quien  se  acerca  a  nosotros  en 
cada  momento,  y  quien  nos  ofrece  a  todos  y  a  cada  uno  aceptacion,  perdon, 
paz,  y  vida  eterna. 

La  Navidad  y  la  Epifania  traen  buenas  nuevas  para  toda  la  familia 
i  humana,  buenas  nuevas  de  paz,  perdon,  y  redencion  para  los  con  quien  Dios 
;habite.  El  nino  de  Belen  nos  invite  a  convertirnos  en  hijos  recien  nacidos  de 
|  Dios,  por  medio  de  nuestro  bautismo.  Nuestro  bautismo  nos  llama  a  perdonar 
uno  al  otro.  Nos  llama  a  proclamar  paz  y  trabajar  para  justicia  en  el  mundo 
|jy  en  nuestros  vecindarios.  Nos  llama  a  la  generosidad  y  al  amor. 

Queridos  amigos  en  Cristo,  durante  al  Navidad  y  la  Epifania  proclamamos 
id  nacimiento  del  Principe  de  Paz.  Durante  este  ano  nuevo,  les  ruego  que 
bontinuemos  la  celebracion,  viviendo  juntos  como  un  pueblo  que  ama,  que 
jperdona,  que  practica  generosidad  y  que  vive  en  alegria.  Asi  entendemos  la 
liaturaleza  de  Dios,  revelado  en  la  Navidad  y  la  Epifania.  Asi  podemos  ser 
nosotros  tambien,  con  la  ayuda  de  Dios. 

Que  Dios  les  bendiga  en  el  ano  nuevo. 


Fielmente, 

Clifton  Daniel  el  tercero 

Obispo  del  diocesis  del  este  de  Carolina 


What's  Happening 
in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 

* 

How  to  Share  Your  Faith 

The  Rev.  Mary  Hays 
Assistant  Professor  of  Pastoral  Theology 
Trinity  Episcopal  School  for  Ministry 

Christ  Church,  New  Bern 
January  30  -  February  1 

For  details  call  Christ  Church.  9 1 9/633-2 1 09 

Join  the  Rev  Mary  Hays  tor  coffee  in  the  parish  half  al  2  30  p  m . 
Saturday.  January  31  All  are  invited  to  come  and  learn 
about  Trinity  School  tor  Ministry 


7  \ 


Disciples  of  Christ  In  Community 
East  Coast  Regional  Conference 

Sponsored  by  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 

Trinity  Center,  Salter  Path,  North  Carolina 
May  4-7, 1998 

The  Rev.  Bill  Trimble 

Presenter  for  Basic  DOCC 

Dr.  Julia  Moore 
Presenter  for  DOCC  II 

(Ministry,  Power  and  Christ) 

The  Rev.  Ted  McNabb 

Music  Leader  &  Co-presenter  for  Basic  DOCC 

Mark  your  calendar.  This  conference  will  be  DOCC  at  it's  best. 
For  more  information  please  contact  Paula  Sparboe, 
St.  Andrew's  on  the  Sound.  Wilmington,  NC  910-256-3034. 
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Province  IV  Youth  Coordinators  Network  at  Trinity  Center 

by  Carol  Taylor 


SALTER  PATH  —  The  Province  IV  Youth 
Ministry  Network  Meeting  was  hosted  by  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina  at  Trinity  Center, 
November  20-23.  Eight  dioceses  from  across 
the  southeast  attended  this  annual  meeting. 

Johanna  St.  Germaine  from  Holy  Trinity. 
Fayetteville  attended  as  the  youth  representative 
from  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  and  Carol 
Taylor,  diocesan  Youth  Coordinator  attended  as 
the  adult  supervisor  and  diocesan  hostess.  Mrs. 
Cookie  Cantwell  from  St.  James',  Wilmington 
served  as  meeting  facilitator. 

Other  dioceses  represented  were:  North 
Carolina;  Atlanta;  Alabama;  East  Tennessee; 
Lexington;  and  Kentucky. 

The  attendees  were  treated  to  a  wonderful 
reception  at  Trinity  Center  and  they  were  most 
impressed  with  the  conference  and  camp  facility 
here  in  East  Carolina. 

The  meeting  time  was  spent  networking  and 
sharing  diocesan  programs,  developing  a  job 
description  for  a  provincial  coordinator  who  is 
to  be  appointed  in  1998,  and  beginning  the 
planning  for  a  Provincial  Youth  Event  to  be  held 


this  summer  in  Georgia.  The  group  worked  hard 
for  two  days  in  meetings  guided  by  the 
leadership  of  Cantwell. 

On  Friday  evening,  the  group  held  a  special 
outreach  event,  "Operation  Christmas  Child," 
sponsored  by  Samaritan's  Purse.  Each  diocese 
represented  was  given  a  shoe  box  to  decorate 
and  a  specific  allocation  of  money  to  spend. 
Participants  then  went  shopping  to  fill  the  box 
with  goodies  to  be  sent  abroad  to  a  third  world 
child  in  need. 

The  group  had  a  blast  trying  to  squeeze  their 
purchases  into  a  tiny  shoe  box.  The  group  from 
East  Carolina  managed  to  fill  the  box  with  a 
teddy  bear,  building  blocks,  a  coloring  book, 
crayons,  socks,  underclothes,  a  hat,  hairbows 
and  a  pair  of  sneakers  with  pink  butterflies  on 
them. 

There  was  also  time  for  the  visitors  to  have  a 
taste  of  East  Carolina's  local  color.  A  trip  to 
Beaufort  for  dinner  and  a  sunset  cruise  on  the 
Shackleford  had  a  perfect  ending  when  a  school 
of  dolphins  showed  up  to  escort  the  group. 

The  meeting  time  was  productive,  yet  the 


thing  which  everyone  enjoyed  deeply  was  the 
worship  time  in  the  Chapel  of  St.  Julian  where 
everyone  shared  in  African  Bible  study  and 
Eucharist. 

To  gather  with  others  from  across  the 
Southeast  was  a  rich  experience  as  all  shared, 
learned  and  prayed  together.  How  fortunate  East 
Carolinians  are  to  be  able  to  share  in  the  church 
beyond  this  diocese. 


Cookie  Cantwell,  Carol  Taylor,  and  Johanna 
St.  Germaine  stuff  a  shoe  box  for  Operation 
Christmas  Child. 


Refugee  Committee  Rewarded  for  Christian  Unity 


by  Judy  Castranova 

ROBERSONVILLE  —  When  the  Rev.  Ann 
Benson,  then  pastor  of  Robersonville  United 
Methodist  Church,  was  initially  approached  by 
the  Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry  about  refugee 
sponsorship,  she  was  intensely  interested.  After 
her  congregation  and  advisory  board  heard  the 
information  on  the  sponsorship,  however,  the 
consensus  was  that  they  were  too  small.  They 
felt  inadequate  for  the  task. 

Some  in  the  congregation  were  concerned 
about  job  availability  and  adequate  housing  for 
the  refugees.  Others  were  concerned  about 
finances. 

Benson,  however,  felt  the  nudging  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  continue  the  quest,  regardless  of 
the  obstacles.  She  approached  the  pastors  of 
Robersonville's  First  Baptist  and  First  Christian 
Churches. 

Representatives  of  all  three  churches  met  for 
another  presentation  of  the  program.  In  addition 
to  Judy  Castranova  of  Interfaith  Refugee 
Ministry,  they  heard  from  Judy  Whichard,  the 
committee  chair  of  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  in 
Greenville,  and  one  of  the  sponsored  refugees 
from  St.  Paul's,  Naira  Cizmic. 

Within  the  week,  First  Baptist  Church  voted 
to  sign  the  sponsorship  commitment  form  which 


would  enable  Naira's  relatives  to  enter  this 
country  for  the  promise  of  a  future  of  peace  and 
safety. 

When  asked  what  she  would  say  to  a  church 
that  would  like  to  sponsor  but  feels  they  do  not 
have  the  resources,  Benson  answers  easily,  "If 
the  Lord  is  in  it,  nothing  can  stand  against  it." 

It  seemed  as  if  everything  was  against  the 
Robersonville  sponsorship  —  jobs,  housing, 
money  and  even  volunteers  —  but  when  the 
three  churches  came  together,  they  felt  led  by 
the  Holy  Spirit.  Affordable  housing  was  found. 
Sufficient  money  was  donated. 

Dzevad  Music,  his  wife  Ljiljana  and 
daughter  Ajlana  arrived  on  October  17,  1996. 
Dzevad  and  Ljili  were  employed  within  five 
weeks  of  their  arrival.  When  not  working  at  his 
full-time  job,  Dzevad  was  doing  side  jobs  for 
neighbors. 

The  family  integrated  easily  into  an  East 
Carolina  lifestyle. 

The  town  of  Robersonville  is  proud  of  the 
Music  family's  accomplishments  and  boasts  of 
their  successes  in  school  and  employment.  They 
rejoice  in  the  Music's  presence  as  neighbors  and 
friends. 

In  fact,  so  successful  was  the  Robersonville 


sponsorship,  that  the  United  Methodist's  North 
Carolina  Conference  Commission  on  Christian 
Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns  awarded  the 
Robersonville  Refugee  Committee  a  $500  grant 
and  the  1997  Christian  Unity  Award.  The  award 
recognizes  people  of  different  faiths  for  their 
cooperative  work  on  a  joint  mission  project. 

The  Robersonville  Refugee  Committee 
envisions  using  the  $500  as  seed  money  to  bring 
new  life  and  hope  to  another  family  of  refugees. 
The  Committee  is  excited  to  know  that  small 
churches  in  small  communities  can  work 
together  to  accomplish  so  great  a  mission. 


Interfaith  Refugee 


S  Ministry 


Judith  Castranova 

Diocesan  Refugee  Coordinator 
(919)  633-9009  •  FAX:  (919)  633-9354 


Susan  Husson 

Case  Manager 
(919)  638-8705  •  FAX:  (919)  638-7570*51 


St.  Francis-by-the-Sea  Finds  Permanent  Home 

by  Jolene  McCann 

SALTER  PATH  —  Despite  the  drizzle  during  their 
fifth  anniversary  celebration,  the  spirits  of  the 
parishioners  of  St.  Francis-by-the-Sea  shone  bright. 
The  parish  family  had  added  reason  to  celebrate. 
The  search  for  land  for  the  permanent  home  of  St. 
Francis-by-the-Sea  was  finally  over. 

The  search  for  worship  space  of  their  own 
seemed  to  have  been  a  part  of  St.  Francis'  inception 
in  August  1992.  Following  the  first  organizational 
meeting,  parishioners  met  in  homes  to  worship 
until  the  Trinity  Center's  Chapel  of  Dame  Julian  of 
Norwich  was  made  available.  By  December  1992, 
they  were  outgrowing  the  chapel  and  moved  the 
mission  west  into  the  parish  hall  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Salter  Path.  The  mission  gained  full 
parish  status  in  February  1 993  at  the  111  th 
Diocesan  Convention  in  Greenville,  and  it  wasn't 
long  before  the  church  had  outgrown  the  Methodist 
parish  hall,  as  well.  With  thoughts  of  building  their 
own  worship  space,  the  church  pursued  land 
available  in  Salter  Path  and  Pine  Knoll  Shores. 

The  seemingly  elusive  land  has  finally  been 
found  just  four  tenths  of  a  mile  east  from  their 
present  site  towards  Trinity  Center.  The  church  has 
acquired  1 .77  acres  of  pristine  land  fronting  Salter 
Path  Road  and  adjacent  to  the  George  Earl 
Thompson  Park  and  Nature  Preserve  overlooking 
Bogue  Sound.  The  acquisition  was  made  possible 
with  the  help  of  many  people  within  and  outside 
the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  and  particularly  our 


own  Bishop,  the  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd. 

An  anonymous  donation  of  $100,000.00  made 
the  $275,000.00  price  of  the  land  affordable.  The 
remaining  $  1 55,000.00  is  a  6. 1 2  per  cent  loan  from 
the  Foundation  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina, 
requiring  a  monthly  payment  of  $  1 730. 1 7  over  the 
next  ten  years  and  a  $20,000.00  down  payment  by 
St.  Francis-by-the-Sea. 

The  $100,000.00  donation  is  tied  to  the 
Covenant  With  the  Future  capital  funds  campaign. 
Once  the  designated  funds  pledge  for  Trinity 
exceeds  $100,000.00,  the  anonymous  donor  will  be 
repaid  interest  free.  At  that  time,  the  donor  offers 


The  unveiling  of  the  sign 
at  the  newly  acquired 
property  for 
St.  Francis-by-the-Sea. 


to  match  building  funds  raised  by  St.  Francis-by- 
the-Sea  up  to  $  1 00,000.00.  If  St.  Francis  does  not 
raise  the  entire  $100,000.00,  the  donor  will  match 
the  funds  raised  and  donate  the  difference  to 
Trinity. 

If  you  are  traveling  down  Salter  Path  Road, 
don't  miss  the  sign  at  the  new  site.  It  was  proudly 
placed  there  on  St.  Francis'  anniversary  celebra- 
tion. Parishioners  made  a  pilgrimage  from  the  old 
site  to  the  new,  where  the  Rev.  Bob  Holt  gave  a 
blessing  as  the  sign  was  unveiled. 


Outreach  Ministries  Face  Financial  Challenges  in  1998 

by  Ron  Speer 


KTNSTON  —  More  than  a  million  pounds  of  food  a 
year  is  provided  for  the  hungry  in  northeastern 
North  Carolina  by  Albemarle  Manna  in  Elizabeth 
City. 

At  Greenville  and  Wilmington,  campus 
ministries  encourage  students  to  participate  in 
fellowship  and  worship. 

The  Rev.  Nick  Ibarra,  a  tireless,  modern  version 
of  a  circuit  rider,  finds  facilities  and  deals  with  the 
spiritual  and  physical  needs  of  growing  Hispanic 
communities  in  Beaufort,  Hyde  and  Pamlico 
counties. 

The  prison  ministry  recruits  and  trains 
volunteers  to  work  with  the  incarcerated  in  eastern 
state  prisons. 

Crisis  assistance  is  provided  the  elderly  and  the 
poor  in  coastal  Hyde  and  Beaufort  counties  by  the 
Shepherd's  Staff. 

Personnel  and  training  are  provided  our 
companion  diocese  in  Puerto  Rico. 

Seasonal  and  migrant  farm  workers  and  their 
families  are  given  spiritual,  physical  and  legal  aid 
under  the  Episcopal  Farmworker  Ministry. 

The  homeless  of  Wilmington  are  provided  food, 
shelter  and  safety  at  the  Good  Shepherd  House. 

These  and  other  programs  are  funded  in  part  by 
the  7 1  parishes  and  missions  of  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina  through  Outreach  Ministries,  but  there's 
never  enough  money  to  meet  all  the  needs. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Gill,  chair  of  the  diocesan 
Department  of  Missionary  Outreach,  met  on  Dec.  4 
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with  representatives  of  about  a  dozen  outreach 
ministries  that  receive  funds  from  the  diocesan 
budget.  The  purpose  for  the  meeting  was  to  identify 
and  prioritize  the  monetary  needs  of  the  diocesan 
outreach  ministries. 

Everyone  quickly  learned  that  the  price  of 
helping  the  less  fortunate  is  going  up  as  the 
government  cuts  back  on  welfare  programs  funded 
by  federal  and  state  agencies.  For  example,  in  the 
winter  of  1996,  $100,000  in  government  funds  was 
available  in  Sampson  County  for  emergency  heat 
for  the  poor.  This  year  only  $4,000  is  allocated  to 
keep  the  poor  warm. 

The  diocese  provided  the  department  $22 1 ,900 
in  outreach  funds  in  1997.  The  request  for  1998 
totaled  $277,600.  That's  an  increase  of  about  25 
percent. 

With  Bishop  Clifton  Daniel  listening,  Gill  asked 
representatives  at  the  Kinston  meeting  to  explain 
their  ministry's  mission  and  justify  requests  for 
increases. 

Pleas  for  more  facilities,  more  equipment,  more 
personnel  came  from  almost  every  organization. 

When  the  last  cry  for  help  was  heard,  Gill 
recommended  that  all  the  requests  be  forwarded  to 
the  diocesan  Finance  Committee. 

The  Finance  Committee  considers  the  budget 
requests  of  the  six  diocesan  departments: 
Congregations  and  Development;  Christian 
Formation;  Communication;  Missionary  Outreach; 
Youth  and  Camps;  and  Administration.  After 
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careful  review  of  the  requests  and  funds  available 
from  1998  pledges,  the  Finance  Committee  forwards 
a  proposed  budget  onto  the  Executive  Council. 
After  approval  from  the  Executive  Council,  the 
budget  is  presented  to  the  diocesan  convention  for  a 
vote. 

Each  department  is  responsible  for  allocating 
funds  to  its  ministries  and  commissions.  Neither 
the  Finance  Committee,  Executive  Council  nor  the 
Convention  make  line  item  cuts.  Instead,  a  flat  sum 
is  allocated  to  each  department  based  on  the  budget 
requests.  It  is  up  to  the  department's  ministries  to 
set  priorities  and  to  distribute  the  funds  amongst 
themselves. 

Limited  funds  and  the  scope  of  the  ministries 
within  the  Department  of  Missionary  Outreach  have 
prevented  the  full  fiscal  request  from  being  met  in 
past  diocesan  budgets. 

"There  is  no  question  about  the  needs,"  Gill 
said.  "The  only  question  is  how  to  allocate  the 
money  available." 

EDITOR 'S  NOTE:  The  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  also 
supports  outreach  ministries  outside  the  Department  of 
Missionary  Outreach.  In  the  past  up  to  $60. 000  has  been 
granted  annually  through  Creative  Christian  Stewardship 
Grants.  The  diocese  also  allocates  funds  to  the  National 
Church  and  church  institutions  such  as  St.  Maiy's  College,  the 
University  of  the  South,  St.  Augustine's  College  and 
Thompson  s  Children  Home.  In  total,  3  7%  of  the  diocesan 
budget  goes  to  giving  beyond  ourselves.  The  diocese  is 
working  toward  a  goal  of  allocating  50%  of  the  budget  to 
mission  outside  ourselves. 
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Living  Water  Heightens  Baptismal  Experience 


Staff  Report 

SHALLOTTE/WASHINGTON  —  The  first  line  of 
the  explanation  preceding  the  service  of  Holy 
Baptism  begins,  "Holy  Baptism  is  full  initiation  by 
water  and  the  Holy  Spirit  into  Christ's  Body  the 
Church."  ( 1 979  BCP,  p.,  298)  For  most  of  us  our 
"full  initiation"  came  with  the  sprinkling  of  water 
on  our  heads  as  opposed  to  full  immersion.  As  the 
punchline  from  one  joke  goes,  most  Episcopalians 
were  "dry-cleaned"  not  "laundered." 

But  for  brothers  Jeremiah  Rodney  and  Travis 
Andrew  Earney  of  St.  James  the  Fisherman, 
Shallotte,  their  initiation  came  with  full  immersion. 

The  waters  of  the  Intracoastal  Waterway 
weren't  the  Jordan  River  on  that  crisp  Saturday, 
September  21st,  but  the  baptism  could  not  have  had 
a  more  profound  effect  on  those  who  participated. 
The  family  and  friends  of  Rocky  and  Leanne 
Earney  gathered  to  participate  in  the  baptism  of  the 
two  children.  The  Rev.  Dick  Warner,  Rector  of  St. 
James  the  Fisherman,  had  never  participated  in  an 
immersion,  but  had  long  wanted  to,  and  was  happy 
to  oblige  when  the  Earney's  asked. 

Gathered  at  the  very  spot  along  the  waterway 
where  St.  James  the  Fisherman  had  gotten  its  start, 
Warner  waded  out  into  the  water  following  the 
opening  prayers  and  readings  from  Scripture. 

Reflecting  on  the  baptism,  Warner  points  out 
that  the  whole  symbolism  of  the  liturgical  event 
was  heightened  by  the  immersion.  "There  was  a 
greater  connection  between  our  Lord's  baptism  and 
this  baptism." 

"I  began  to  feel  a  sense  of  joy  and  anticipation 
that  went  beyond  similar  feelings  from  earlier 
baptisms,  baptisms  more  in  keeping  with  Episcopal 
tradition.  I  must  admit  I  was  also  a  little 
concerned,  I  wasn't  sure  exactly  how  to  do  it,'" 
wrote  Warner  shortly  after  the  event. 

"Running  through  my  mind  were  Sid's  [The  Rt. 
Rev.  Sidney  Sanders,  Bishop,  1979-1997]  words 
about  baptism  by  immersion —  'I  want  to  hold 
them  under  until  the  bubbles  come  up  and  then  let 
them  up';  I  was  afraid  I  might  hold  them  too  long. 


Left:  The  Rev.  Dick  Warner  baptizes  a  child 
in  the  waters  of  the  Intracoastal  Waterway. 

Bottom:  The  Rev.  Bradbury*  holding  Keais 
Lynch  after  his  baptism  in  the  Pamlico  River. 
(Also  pictured  are  his  parents  and  god-parents.) 


"Then  the  moment  arrived  and  the  boys  waded 
out  to  where  I  stood.  Each  in  turn  received  the 
Sacrament  of  Baptism  by  immersion.  While  I  did 
not  see  a  dove  I  know  that  Christ  was  there  and 
Jeremiah  Rodney  Earney  and  Travis  Andrew 
Earney  became  part  of  Christ's  body.  When  they 
came  out  of  the  water  I  knew  that  they  had  been 
washed  clean,  made  new  creations.  I  know  that 
their  baptism  was  no  better  than  any  baptism  that  I 
have  had  the  honor  of  being  a  part  of,  but  it  sure  did 
feel  special  and  you  better  believe  I  will  try  and  do 
it  again." 

Warner  is  not  the  only  priest  who  has  visited  the 
banks  of  our  waterways  to  baptize  a  child.  On 
October  6,  1996,  the  Rev.  Bill  Bradbury,  Rector  of 


St.  Peter's,  Washington  baptized  Murray  Keais 
Lynch  during  the  church's  annual  River  Eucharist. 

Like  Warner,  Bradbury  agreed  to  the  baptism  at 
the  request  of  the  child's  parents,  Walker  and 
Stacey  Lynch.  It  was  also  Bradbury's  first  time  to 
baptize  a  child  in  living,  running  water. 

While  Keais  was  not  immersed  in  water, 
wearing  boots  Bradbury  did  wade  into  the  Pamlico 
River  to  administer  the  sacrament. 

Bradbury  agreed  with  Warner  that  a  baptism  in 
a  living  body  of  water  heightens  the  sacramental 
nature  of  the  service.  "One  sees  the  symbolism  of 
what  Baptism  is  all  about  and  connects  it  with  real 
life." 


No  Shortage  of  Angels  at  Cursillo  #57 


by  Mary  Vars 

SALTER  PATH  —  God  must  have  had  a  smile  on 
His  face  when  He  beheld  what  went  on  at  Trinity 
Center  on  the  weekend  of  November  6-9  when  39 
pilgrims  and  62  team  members  gathered  there  for 
Cursillo  #57.  In  between  Stations  of  the  Cross  on 
Thursday  night  and  the  closing  service  on  Sunday 
afternoon  one  never  knew  from  one  minute  to  the 
next  whether  he/she  would  be  shedding  tears  at 
the  wonder  of  God's  love,  be  the  butt  of  a  goat 
joke,  or  be  doubled  over  with  laughter  at  the  antics 
of  an  unusually  creative  kitchen  staff.  But  during 
it  all,  everyone  did  indeed  stand  on  holy  ground 
and  knew  "that  there  were  angels  all  around." 

Wanda  Dail  of  St.  Timothy's,  Greenville,  did 
a  commendable  job  as  Lay  Rector  and  was 
successful  in  holding  the  group  to  the  tight 
schedule  that  is  typical  of  a  Cursillo  weekend  -  not 
an  easy  task  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  bell  kept 


"disappearing."  It  was  no  secret  that  Wanda  is  an 
"angel  person"  and  by  the  time  the  last  of  15  talks 
were  over,  it  was  a  surprise  to  no  one  that  there 
were  15  small  white  crocheted  angels  in  a  row 
across  the  top  of  the  podium! 

Serving  as  Spiritual  Directors  were  The 
Reverends  John  Grayson,  Assistant  Rector  of  St. 
Andrew's,  Morehead  City,  Bob  Hobgood,  Rector 
of  St.  Timothy's,  Greenville  and  Deacon  Scott 
Luce  from  St.  Paul's  Greenville.  Bishop  Daniel, 
having  accepted  Dail's  invitation,  came  to  give  the 
talk  on  "Sacraments." 

When  the  weekend  came  to  a  close  and  things, 
seen  and  unseen,  had  woven  themselves  in  and 
around  all  the  activities  of  these  four  days, 
everyone  appeared  to  have  been  truly  "touched  by 
an  angel." 

The  next  Cursillo  Weekend,  the  58th  in  the 


Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  is  scheduled  for  April 
29-May  3.  For  anyone  wishing  to  deepen  his/her 
spiritual  life  by  developing  a  closer  relationship 
with  Christ,  the  Cursillo  experience  is  "a  well- 
tested  aid,"  says  the  Rev.  Tom  Cure,  Assistant 
Rector  of  St.  Paul's,  Greenville.  The  weekend  -  a 
short  course  in  Christianity  -  offers  the  already 
practicing  Christian  "a  more  solid  foundation  from 
which  to  embark  upon  an  intentional  life;  through 
teaching,  worship,  fellowship  and  fun  we  are  able 
to  see  the  different  aspects  of  our  lives  in  a  new 
relationship  with  Christ,"  explains  Cure. 

One  who  has  already  had  this  experience  can 
answer  questions,  give  prayerful  consideration  to 
being  a  sponsor,  and  help  an  interested  person  to 
file  an  application.  Parish  secretaries  should  also 
be  able  to  direct  one  to  a  Cursillista  for  more 
information. 
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Preparing  for  the 

Convention 


Discerning  Where  the  Holy  Spirit  Is  Leading  Us 


by  Alicia  Alford 

FAYETTEVILLE —  With  a  new  presiding  bishop,  a 
new  diocesan  bishop,  numerous  new  buildings  being 
constructed  across  the  diocese,  and  a  new  site  for  the 
diocesan  convention,  how  appropriate  that  the 
convention  theme  for  the  1 15th  annual  diocesan 
convention  to  be  held  at  the  Holiday  Inn  Bordeaux  in 
Fayetteville,  February  12-14  is  "Behold  I  make  all 
things  new."  (Revelations  21:5). 

But  if  the  truth  must  be  known,  the  theme  was 
selected  a  year  ago  with  little  thought  about  all  these 
new  "things."  In  a  meeting  with  Bishops  Sanders  and 
Daniel,  the  convention  committee  selected  the  theme 
because  it  allows  the  diocese  together  to  examine 
those  "new  things"  to  which  God  is  calling  us  as 
individuals,  as  a  church  and  as  a  diocese.  The  theme 
was  selected  prior  to  the  death  of  Bishop  Sanders  in 
May  1997  because  it  asks  "Where  is  the  Holy  Spirit 
Leading  Us?". 

"I  think  that  it  is  fitting  to  carryout  a  theme  that 
Bishop  Sanders  approved  of,"  says  Convention 
Committee  Chair  Pat  Howe.  "It  is  a  positive 
reinforcement  of  the  philosophy  he  had.  And  that's 
what  we're  doing —  looking  ahead." 

Such  collective  soul-searching,  self-examination 
and  "looking  ahead"  comes  at  an  opportune  time.  In 
the  Fall  of  1997,  Bishop  Daniel  called  together  a 
consultation  committee  to  examine  the  future  needs  of 
the  diocese.  Just  this  month,  the  new  Presiding 
Bishop,  Frank  Griswold,  spoke  during  his  installation 
sermon  of  rebuilding  the  church.  In  July  1998 
Anglican  bishops  from  around  the  world  will  gather  at 
the  Lambeth  Conference  in  England  to  share  in  their 
common  mission. 

The  convention  theme  is  about  listening  — 
listening  to  each  other;  listening  to  the  Holy  Spirit.  It 
is  about  sharing —  sharing  ideas;  sharing  Bread 
together.  It  is  about  renewal. 

The  convention  committee  has  prepared  a 
convention  that  will  provide  an  opportunity  for  each 
of  these  things.  The  facilities —  both  the  convention 
floor  and  the  worship  space  —  can  accommodate 
plenty  of  visitors.  Members  of  the  diocese  are 
encouraged  to  drop  in  as  visitors  for  any  portion  of  the 
convention  to  get  a  glimpse  of  how  the  diocese  works 
and  worships  together. 

Listening  and  Sharing  Begins  with  Dialogue 
Sessions 

The  Convention  will  open  on  Thursday,  February 
12,  with  an  orientation  for  new  delegates.  The 
orientation  helps  newcomers  get  their  "feet  wet"  by 
reviewing  the  workings  and  procedures  of  convention. 

The  convention  holds  dialogue  sessions  hosted  by 
the  various  departments  of  the  diocese,  the  institutions 
and  agencies  of  the  Episcopal  Church  and  the 
diocesan  deputies  to  General  Convention  from  3:00 
p.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Convention  delegates  have  their 
choice  of  attending  one  or  several  of  the  seven 
sessions  offered. 

The  sessions  offered  are:  Congregation  and 
Development;  Christian  Formation;  Missionary 
Outreach;  Communications;  Stewardship; 
Institutions/agencies  of  the  Episcopal  Church;  and 
General  Convention  issues. 

During  the  dialogue  session,  department  heads 


and  committee  chairs  will  give  brief  reports.  The 
majority  of  the  time,  however,  will  be  spent  in 
discussion.  The  sessions  are  a  time  for  delegates, 
alternates  and  visitors  to  offer  suggestions,  express 
opinions  and  ask  questions  about  the  ministries  of  the 
diocese.  They  are  also  a  time  to  review  the  needs  and 
goals  identified  at  the  1997  Needs  &  Goals 
Conference  (see  related  story  page  13.) 
Bishop  Installed  during  Opening  Service 

While  the  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd  has  been 
our  diocesan  bishop  since  June  1997,  his  official 
installation  will  take  place  during  the  opening  service 
and  festival  Eucharist  on  Thursday  night,  February 
12.  The  service  will  be  held  at  St.  Patrick's  Roman 
Catholic  Church.  The  church  holds  800  people  so  all 
interested  people  are  welcome  to  attend. 

In  addition  to  the  pagentry  of  the  procession  of 
banners,  the  glorious  music  from  the  diocesan  choir 
and  the  beauty  of  the  liturgy  designed  by  the 
Commission  on  Liturgy,  the  installation  promises  to 
add  unique  Anglican  tradition  and  symbolism  to  the 
already  special  service.  Before  entering  the  church, 
Bishop  Daniel  will  knock  on  the  doors  and  ask 
permission  to  enter.  A  welcoming  committee  will 
then  greet  him  and  present  him  to  those  gathered. 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Edward  Lloyd  Salmon,  Jr.,  Bishop 
of  the  Diocese  of  South  Carolina  and  President  of 
Province  IV  will  preside.  The  Rt.  Rev.  David 
Alvarez,  Bishop  of  our  companion  Diocese  of  Puerto 
Rico  will  also  be  present.  The  Very  Rev.  Lloyd  A. 
Lewis,  Dean  of  the  Mercer  School  of  Theology  in 
Garden  City,  New  York  will  deliver  the  homily. 

Getting  Down  to  Business 

The  diocesan  convention  is  about  the  work  of  the 
diocese  and  the  business  begins  on  Friday  morning, 
February  13,  and  continues  on  Saturday,  February  14. 
On  Friday  morning  Bishop  Daniel  will  make  his 
address  to  the  convention. 

During  the  legislative  session,  the  convention 
votes  on  nominees  for  diocesan  offices;  resolutions, 
amendments  to  the  constitution  of  the  diocese  and 
canonical  changes;  and  the  diocesan  budgets.  Reports 
are  given  by  the  Standing  Committee,  the 
Foundation,  the  Department  of  Congregations  and 
Development,  Trinity  Center,  the  Youth  Commission, 
and  the  Camp  Committee. 

Hearings  on  the  resolutions,  canonical  changes, 
amendments  and  the  diocesan  budget  are  held  on 
Friday  from  3:45  p.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  The  hearings  are  a 
crucial  time  for  dialogue  and  discussion  on  the  issues 
being  presented  to  the  convention. 

Grounded  in  Worship 

Grounded  in  worship,  the  Daily  Offices  provide 
the  framework  for  the  legislative  sessions  of  the 
convention.  The  morning  sessions  open  with  morning 
prayer  and  on  Friday  the  convention  will  break  for 
Noonday  Prayers  following  table  discussions  . 

Explaining  the  format  of  Friday  morning,  Pat 
Howe  says  that  Bishop  Daniel's  address  on  Friday  is 
going  to  raise  issues  that  he  wants  the  diocese  to  think 
about.  Attendees  to  the  convention  will  get  the 
chance  to  respond  immediately  during  table 
discussions  that  follow.  The  ideas  and  feedback 
generated  will  be  collected  and  given  to  the 


Grounded  in  worship  Eucharist  is  a  crucial  part 
of  the  convention. 

Committee  on  the  Bishop's  Address  that  in  turn  will 
forward  them  to  the  diocesan  consulting  committee. 

"This  is  the  first  chance  that  diocesan 
representatives  have  to  participate  directly  in  the 
future  of  the  diocese,"  says  Howe.  "I  think  it  is  very 
exciting." 

On  Friday  evening,  Evensong  with  the  Schola 
Cantorum  is  offered  at  St.  Paul's  in  the  Pines  at  6:00 
p.m.  Friday  evening  is  a  special  banquet  with 
entertainment.  Anyone  who  is  not  registered  for  the 
convention  but  wishes  to  attend  may  do  so  by 
contacting  Jimi  Paderick  at  the  diocesan  office  by 
February  9.  The  cost  for  the  dinner  is  $  1 5  per  person. 

Tables  for  the  banquet  may  be  reserved  by 
contacting  the  information  booth  once  at  the 
convention.  In  order  to  avoid  duplicate  reservations, 
please  have  only  one  member  of  a  delegation  reserve 
a  table. 

The  convention  concludes  with  the  Liturgy  of  the 
Table  at  12:30  p.m.  on  Saturday. 

Again,  the  convention  committee  encourages 
anyone  who  wishes  to  come  sample  the  flavor  of 
convention  to  do  so.  Whether  it  is  to  browse  through 
the  display  area  and  bookshop,  worship  during  the 
opening  Eucharist,  attend  a  dialogue  session,  listen  to 
the  bishop's  address,  or  join  a  table  discussion,  you 
are  welcome. 
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Proposed  Resolutions  Being  Presented  at  the 

115th  Annual  Convention 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  Where  additional  explanation  is  necessary,  notes  appear  in  italics  following  the 
proposed  resolution.  These  notes  have  been  made  by  the  editor. 


Supporting  Transit  2001 

Whereas,  public  demand  for  transportation  is  increasing  at  a  rate  greater  than  population  growth;  and 

Whereas,  North  Carolina's  system  of  streets  and  highways  is  becoming  increasingly  congested,  both  in 
rural  and  urban  area;  and 

Whereas,  environmental  damage  and  the  consumption  of  present  and  projected  levels  of  petroleum  fuels 
are  disproportionately  greater  from  personal  vehicles  then  from  mass  transit  systems;  and 

Whereas  mass  transit  systems  provide  mobility  for  those  who  do  not  have  access  to,  or  cannot  operate, 
personal  vehicles;  and 

Whereas,  mass  transit  systems  are  significantly  safer  than  other  modes  of  transportation;  and 

Whereas,  the  availability  of  mass  transit  in  North  Carolina  is  severely  limited,  both  in  our  rural  and 
metropolitan  (urbanized?)  areas;  and 

Whereas,  Transit  2001  proposes  reasonable  and  sound  mass  transit  alternatives  to  excessive  highway 
construction,  pollution,  environmental  damage  and  lives  lost  in  highway  accidents;  now 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  that  the  1 1 5th  Annual  Convention  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  meeting  in 
Fayetteville,  hereby  endorses  the  recommendations  of  the  Transit  2001  Commission  to  the  Honorable 
James  B.  Hunt,  Jr.,  Governor  of  North  Carolina,  and  to  the  members  of  the  North  Carolina  General 
Assembly;  and 

Be  it  Finally  resolved,  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  provided  to  each  member  of  the  General  Assembly. 

m 

Submitted  by, 
Hal  Broadfoot,  Jr. 
Delegate,  St.  John's,  Fayetteville 
coauthored  by  Don  Stewart, 
David  Chamberlain, 
Lucy  Talbot 

For  more  information  on  Transit 
2001,  see  the  related  article 
on  page  14. 


Concerning 
Qualifications 
for  Trustees  of  the 
University  of  the  South 


Throughout  pages  8- 10  we  will  be  featuring  photos  from  our  archives. 
Your  help  is  needed  to  identify  the  people  and  events.  If  you  can  help 
update  the  archives,  please  contact  Historiographer  Mac  Bell  at  the 
diocesan  office. 


Whereas,  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 

is  one  of  the  owning  dioceses  of  the  University  of  the  South;  and 

Whereas,  each  Convention  (or  Council)  of  the  owning  dioceses  is  responsible  for  electing  one  presbyter 
and  two  lay  communicants  as  Trustees  of  the  University;  and 

Whereas,  the  University's  Board  of  trustees  has  adopted  the  following  minimum  qualifications  for  and 
expectations  of  its  members; 

1 .  Trustees  shall  be  personally  committed  to  the  aims  and  purposes  of  the  University  as  set  forth  in  its 
Mission  Statement  and  Constitution,  Ordinances  and  other  governing  documents. 

2.  Each  Trustee  shall  demonstrate  his  or  her  personal  commitment  to  the  University  by,  among  other 
things,  attending  the  Board  of  Trustee's  annual  May  meeting,  such  other  special  meetings  as  may  be  called, 
and  one  orientation  session  for  new  trustees,  which  sessions  are  held  immediately  prior  to  each  annual 
meeting.  Trustees  shall  also  familiarize  themselves  with  the  Trustee  Handbook  and  the  University's 
governing  documents,  including  its  charter,  as  amended,  constitution  and  ordinances. 

3.  Trustees  shall  serve  as  direct  communicators  between  the  University  and  the  diocese  from  which  the 
trustee  was  elected,  and  shall  timely  inform  that  diocese  of  the  actions  of  the  Boards  of  Trustees  and 
Regents  and  the  University  administration. 

4.  Trustees  shall  provide  a  meaningful  level  of  annual  financial  support  to  the  University  as  a  symbol  of 
their  commitment  to  its  mission  and  financial  well-being. 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  does  hereby  adopt  and  ratify  the  above- 
stated  qualifications  and  shall  hereafter  use  and  consider  them  in  the  election  of  Trustees  of  the  University 
of  the  South. 


Respectfully  Submitted, 

The  Rev.  William  B.  Trimble,  Jr. 

Rector,  St.  Andrew's  On  the  Sound,  Wilmington 

If  this  resolution  passes,  it  will  be  necessary  to  vote  on  the  addition  of  a  new  Canon  V.  Trimble 
has  submitted  a  proposed  new  canon  with  the  same  wording  as  the  above  resolution. 

Implementing  Resolution  for  New  Canon  5, 

Trustees  of  the  University  of  the  South,  Title  IV,  Church  Institutions 

Whereas  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  University  of  the  South  of  which  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 
is  an  owning  diocese,  has  requested  that  the  terms  of  office  of  its  members  be  staggered, 

And  whereas  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  has  heretofore  elected  its  three  Trustees  to  the  University  of  the 
South  to  serve  concurrent  terms; 

And  whereas  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  is  electing  its  three  trustees  (two  lay  and  one  clerical)  to  the 
University  of  the  South  at  this,  the  1 1 5th  Annual  Convention  of  the  diocese; 

Now  therefore  be  it  resolved  that  the  lay  person  receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  be  elected  to  a 
three  year  term  as  trustee,  the  lay  person  receiving  the  second  highest  number  of  votes  be  elected  to  a  two 
year  term  as  trustee,  and  the  clergy  person  receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  be  elected  to  a  one  year 
term  as  trustee. 


Respectfully  Submitted, 

The  Rev.  William  B.  Trimble,  Jr. 

Rector,  St.  Andrew's  On-the-Sound,  Wilmington 


Recording  of  Advent  Hymns 

Whereas  Advent  is  the  first  season 
of  the  Church  Year,  and 

Whereas  there  are  many  beautiful  hymns 
of  the  Advent  season,  and 


Whereas  Advent  hymns  are  recorded  sparingly  with  Christmas  hymns,  and 

Whereas  a  complete  recording  of  Advent  hymns,  if  it  exists,  is  difficult  to  obtain,  and 

Whereas  Episcopalians  and  other  Christians  do  not  have  access  to  a  compact  disc  of  only  the  loved  and 
adored  hymns  of  the  Advent  season,  and 

Whereas  the  Vestry  of  St.  Thomas  Episcopal  Church,  the  oldest  church  in  North  Carolina,  has  voted 
unanimously  to  request  a  complete  recording  of  Advent  hymns  to  be  produced  on  compact  disc, 

Be  it  therefore  resolved  that  the  Convention  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  petition  the  National  Episcopal 
Church  to  produce  or  support  the  production  of  a  recording  exclusively  of  Advent  hymns,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  this  recording  of  Advent  hymns  be  recorded  in  an  appropriate  church  or 
cathedral  equipped  with  an  outstanding  organ  and  by  a  choir  and/or  orchestra  of  great  quality. 

Respectfully  submitted  on  this  the  thirtieth  day  of  December,  1997,  by 

Ira  M.  Hardy  II,  Member  of  the  Vestry 

St.  Thomas  Episcopal  Church,  Bath,  North  Carolina 

Supporting  Organizations  Ministering  to  Issues  of  Human  Sexuality 

Whereas  issues  of  Human  Sexuality  are  very  grave  concerns  facing  our  church  today,  and 

Whereas  there  are  organizations  ministering  to  these  issues, 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  the  1 1 5th  Annual  Convention 
of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  encourage  and  morally 
support  the  ministries  of  such  nationally  recognized 
organizations  as  Exodus,  whose  ministry  is  founded  upon 
the  truths  of  Holy  Scripture,  Prayer,  and  professional  counseling. 

Submitted  by  P.S.  McMullen,  Convention  Delegate 
Holy  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  Hertford 

Exodus  is  an  organization  which  seeks  to  "convert"  homosexuals  to  heterosexuals 
through  counseling,  prayer  and  pastoral  support. 
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Endorsing  the  Kuala  Lumpur  Statement 
on  Human  Sexuality 

Whereas  under  the  Chairmanship  of  the  Archbishop  of  Nigeria,  delegates  representing  the  Anglican  Church 
of  the  South  and  between  80-90%  of  the  Anglicans  in  the  world  met  in  Kuala  Lumpur  and  adopted  the 
following  statement: 

1.  God's  glory  and  loving 
purposes  have  been  revealed 
in  the  creation  of  humankind. 
(Romans  1:18;  Genesis  1:26, 
27)  Among  the  multiplicity 
of  his  gifts  we  are  blessed 
with  our  sexuality. 

2.  Since  the  Fall  (Genesis  3), 
life  has  been  impaired  and 
God's  purposes  spoilt.  Our 
fallen  state  has  affected  every 
sphere  of  our  being,  which 
includes  our  sexuality.  Sexual 
deviation  has  existed  in  every 

time  and  in  most  cultures.  Jesus'  teaching  about  lust  in  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  (Matthew  5:27,  30) 
makes  it  clear  that  sexual  sin  is  a  real  danger  and  temptation  to  us  all. 

3.  It  is,  therefore,  with  an  awareness  of  our  own  vulnerability  to  sexual  sin  that  we  express  our 
profound  concern  about  recent  developments  relating  to  Church  discipline  and  moral  teaching  in  some 
provinces  in  the  North  specifically,  the  ordination  of  practicing  homosexuals  and  the  blessing  of  same- 
sex  unions. 

4.  While  acknowledging  the  complexities  of  our  sexual  nature  and  the  strong  drives  it  places  within 
us,  we  are  quite  clear  about  God's  will  in  this  area  which  is  expressed  in  the  Bible. 

5.  The  Scripture  bears  witness  to  God's  will  regarding  human  sexuality  which  is  to  be  expressed  only 
within  the  lifelong  union  of  a  man  and  a  woman  in  (holy)  matrimony. 

6.  The  Holy  Scriptures  are  clear  in  teaching  that  all  sexual  promiscuity  is  sin.  We  are  convinced  that 
this  includes  homosexual  practices  between  men  or  women,  as  well  as  heterosexual  relationships 
outside  marriage. 

7.  We  believe  that  the  clear  and  unambiguous  teaching  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  about  human  sexuality 
is  of  great  help  to  Christians  as  it  provides  clear  boundaries. 

8.  We  find  no  conflict  between  clear  biblical  teaching  and  sensitive  pastoral  care.  Repentance 
precedes  forgiveness  and  is  part  of  the  healing  process.  To  heal  spiritual  wounds  in  God's  name  we 
need  his  wisdom  and  truth.  We  see  this  in  the  ministry  of  Jesus,  for  example  his  response  to  the 
adulterous  woman,  "neither  do  I  condemn  you.  Go  and  sin  no  more."  (John  8:11) 

9.  We  encourage  the  church  to  care  for  all  those  who  are  trapped  in  their  sexual  brokeness  and  to 
become  the  channel  of  Christ's  compassion  and  love  towards  them.  We  wish  to  stand  alongside  and 
welcome  them  into  a  process  of  being  whole  and  restored  within  our  communities  of  faith.  We  would 
also  affirm  and  resource  those  who  exercise  a  pastoral  ministry  in  this  area, 

1 0.  We  are  deeply  concerned  that  the  setting  aside  of  biblical  teaching  in  such  actions  as  the 
ordination  of  practicing  homosexuals  and  the  blessing  of  same-sex  unions  calls  into  question  the 
authority  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  This  is  totally  unacceptable  to  us. 

1 1 .  This  leads  us  to  express  concern  about  mutual  accountability  and  interdependence  within  our 
Anglican  Communion.  As  provinces  and  dioceses,  we  need  to  learn  how  to  seek  each  other's  counsel 
and  wisdom  in  a  spirit  of  true  unity,  and  to  reach  a  common  mind  before  embarking  on  radical 
changes  to  Church  discipline  and  moral  teaching. 

1 2.  We  live  in  a  global  village  and  must  be  more  aware  that  the  way 
we  act  in  one  part  of  the  world  can  radically  affect  the  mission  and 
witness  of  the  Church  in  another. 

And  whereas  the  Vestries  of  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church  of  Edenton, 
North  Carolina  and  St.  Andrew's  Episcopal  Church  of  Morehead  City, 
North  Carolina  have  adopted  the  foregoing  Kuala  Lumpur  Statement 
on  Human  Sexuality  and  have  requested  their  delegates  to  the  One 
Hundred  Fifteenth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Diocese  of  North  Carolina 
to  introduce  this  resolution  at  said  Convention, 

Now  therefore  be  it  resolved  that  the  One  Hundred  Fifteenth  Annual 
Convention  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  hereby  adopts  and  endorses 
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the  Kuala  Lumpur  Statement  on  Human  Sexuality,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  copies  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  appropriate  officials  of  the  National 
Episcopal  Church  and  each  diocese  thereof. 

Respectfully  submitted  by  Peggy  Anne  Vaughan  on  behalf  of  the  Vestries  of  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church, 
Edenton  and  St.  Andrew's,  Morehead  City 

Adopting  the  American  Anglican  Council's 
"A  Place  to  Stand:  A  Call  to  Mission" 

Whereas  the  American  Anglican  council  promulgated  and  adopted  a  mission  statement  on  August  7, 1 996 
as  follows: 

PREFACE 

The  mission  of  the  Church  is,  according  to  Jesus'  Great  Commission,  to  "go  and  make  disciples  of  all 
nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father  and  of  the  Son  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  teaching  them 
to  obey  everything  that  I  have  commanded  you"  (Matthew  28:19-20).  In  a  fresh  commitment  to  that 
mission,  we  join  together  in  common  confession  of  the  Gospel  and  in  a  radical  commitment  to  support  one 
another  in  accordance  with  classical  Anglican  orthodoxy. 

A  COMMON  CONFESSION  OF  THE  GOSPEL 

The  Gospel  and  the  Triune  God:  we  rejoice  in  the  grace  of  the  Triune  of  God,  who  has  forgiven  our  sins  and 
given  us  redemption  in  Jesus  Christ.  We  proclaim  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  fully  human  and  fully  divine, 
who  became  incarnate  from  the  Virgin  Mary,  lived  a  life  of  perfect  obedience  to  his  heavenly  Father,  died  on 
the  cross  to  atone  for  the  sins  of  the  world,  and  rose  bodily  in  accordance  with  the  Scriptures.  God  the 
Holy  Spirit  draws  us  to  faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  through  whom  alone  we  are  justified  and  found  acceptable  by 
God  the  Father. 

Christian  Obedience:  We  confess  Jesus  as  the  Lord  to  whom  all  authority  in  heaven  and  earth  has  been 
given  by  the  Father.  We  commit  ourselves  to  follow  him  and  love  him  above  all  else  and  to  conform  our 
lives  to  his  example  and  teaching  by  the  grace  of  the  Holy  spirit. 

Holy  Scripture:  We  believe  all  Scriptures  were  "written  for  our  learning"  (Romans  15:4),  that  they  are 
"God's  word  written,"  and  that  we  are  to  "hear,  read,  mark,  learn,  and  inwardly  digest  them."  We  commit 
ourselves  to  regular  Bible  study  and  to  preach  and  teach  only  that  which  is  in  accordance  with  Holy 
Scripture. 

Congregational  Life:  We  hold  corporate  worship,  discipleship, 
and  mission  to  be  interconnected  and  indispensable  aspects 
of  our  response  to  God  as  he  revealed  himself  to  us  in  Jesus  Christ. 
We  are  committed  to  being  sacrif icially  involved  in  all  three  aspects 
of  congregational  life. 

Mission  and  Missions:  The  Risen  Lord  commissioned  his  disciples 
to  preach  the  gospel  and  to  follow  his  commandments.  The  mission 
of  the  Church  includes  both  evangelistic  proclamation  and  deeds 
of  love  and  service.  We  commit  ourselves  and  our  resources  to  this 
mission,  both  locally  and  to  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth.  We 
affirm  our  particular  responsibility  to  know,  love,  and  serve  the  Lord 
in  our  local  settings  and  contexts.  Since  the  biblical  pattern  of 
witness  moves  from  the  local  to  the  global,  we  will  endeavor  to  be 
well-informed  about  our  local  communities  and  active  in  church 
planning,  evangelism,  service,  social  justice,  and  cross-cultural,  international  mission,  with  particular 
concern  for  the  poor  and  the  unreached  peoples  of  the  world. 

Historic  Faith,  Ecumenical  Vision:  We  affirm  the  Faith  of  the  Church  as  it  is  set  forth  in  the  Nicene  and 
Apostle's  Creeds  and  in  the  classical  Prayer  Book  tradition,  including  those  documents  contained  in  the 
"Historical  Documents"  section  of  the  1979  Book  of  Common  Prayer.  We  further  affirm  the  principles  of 
the  Chicago  Lambeth  Quadrilateral  as  an  expression  of  the  normative  authority  of  Holy  Scripture  and  a 
basis  for  our  present  unity  with  brothers  and  sisters  in  the  Anglican  Communion  and  for  the  future  reunion 
of  all  the  divided  branches  of  Christ's  one  holy,  catholic  and  apostolic  Church. 

CONTEMPORARY  IMPLICATIONS  OF  THE  GOSPEL 

Christian  mission  is  rooted  in  unchanging  biblical  revelation.  At  particular  times,  however,  specific 
challenges  to  authentic  faith  and  holiness  arise  which  require  thoughtful  and  vigorous  response.  We 
therefore  speak  to  the  following  issues  of  our  time  and  culture. 

The  Uniqueness  of  Jesus  Christ:  While  religions  and  philosophies  of  the  world  are  not  without  elements  of 
truth,  Jesus  Christ  alone  is  the  full  revelation  of  God.  In  and  through  the  Gospel,  Jesus  judges  and 
corrects  all  views  and  doctrines.  All  persons  everywhere  need  to  learn  of  him,  come  to  know  and  believe  in 
him,  and  receive  forgiveness  and  new  life  in  him,  as  there  is  no  other  name  given  under  heaven  by  which 
we  must  be  saved  (Acts  4:12). 
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Church  and  State:  Biblical  social  commandments  and  Christian  ethical  principles  are  foundational  to  the 
well-being  of  every  society.  Recognizing  the  call  of  Christians  to  be  faithful  witnesses  and  a  challenging 
presence  in  society,  we  are  committed  to  seek  ways  to  express  these  commandments  and  principles  in  all 
spheres  of  life,  including  the  public  life  of  the  nation. 

Sanctity  of  Life:  All  human  life  is  a  sacred  gift  from  God  and  is  to  be  protected  and  defended  from 
conception  to  natural  death.  We  will  uphold  the  sanctity  of  life  and  bring  the  grace  and  compassion  of 
Christ  to  those  who  face  the  realities  of  previous  abortion,  unwanted  pregnancy,  and  end-of-life  illness. 

True  Inclusivity:  In  grateful  response  to  Christ 
Jesus,  in  whom  there  is  neither  Jew  nor  Greek, 
slave  nor  free,  male  nor  female,  we  will  extend 
the  welcome  of  the  Church  to  every  person, 
regardless  of  race,  sex,  social  or  economic  status, 
sexual  orientation,  or  past  behavior.  We  will 
oppose  prejudice  in  ourselves  and  others  and 
renounce  any  false  notion  of  inclusivity  that  denies 
that  all  are  sinners  who  need  to  repent. 

Marriage,  Family,  and  the  Single  Life:  God  has 
instituted  marriage  to  be  a  lifelong  union 
of  husband  and  wife,  intended  for  their  mutual 
joy,  help,  and  comfort,  and,  when  it  is  God's  will,  for  the  procreation  and  nurture  of  children.  Divorce  is 
always  contrary  to  God's  original  intention,  though  in  a  fallen  world  it  is  sometimes  a  tragic  necessity.  The 
roles  of  father  and  mother,  exercised  in  a  variety  of  ways,  are  God-given  and  profoundly  important  since 
they  are  the  chief  providers  of  moral  instruction  and  godly  living.  The  single  life,  either  by  call  or  by 
circumstance,  is  honored  by  God.  It  is  therefore  important  for  unmarried  persons  to  embrace  and  be 
embraced  by  the  Christian  family. 

Human  Sexuality:  Sexuality  is  inherent  in  God's  creation  of  every  human  person  in  his  image  as  male  and 
female.  All  Christians  are  called  to  chastity;  husbands  and  wives  by  exclusive  sexual  fidelity  to  one  another 
and  single  persons  by  abstinence  from  sexual  intercourse.  God  intends  and  enables  all  people  to  live  within 
these  boundaries,  with  the  help  and  in  the  fellowship  of  the  church. 

SUPPORT  OF  THE  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH 

We  desire  to  be  supportive  of  congregations,  dioceses,  provinces,  and  the  national  structures  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  and  the  worldwide  Anglican  Communion.  However,  when  there  arise  within  the  Church  at 
any  level  tendencies,  pronouncements,  and  practices  contrary  to  biblical,  classical  Anglican  doctrinal  and 
moral  standards,  we  must  not  and  will  not  support  them.  Councils  can  err  and  have  erred,  and  the  Church 
has  no  authority  to  ordain  anything  contrary  to  God's  Word  written  (Article  of  Religion  XIX,  XX) .  When 
teachings  and  practices  contrary  to  Scripture  and  to  this  orthodox  Anglican  perspective  are  permitted 
within  the  Church  or  even  authorized  by  the  General  Convention  in  obedience  to  God,  we  will  disassociate 
ourselves  from  those  specific  teachings  and  practices  and  will  resist  them  in  every  way  possible. 

INVITATION  TO  ASSOCIATION 

We  invite  all  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church  who  concur  in  this  classical  Anglican  perspective,  to  stand 
with  us  for  mutual  enlightenment,  encouragement,  mission  and  ministry,  and,  where,  necessary,  for 
protection  of  the  right  to  live  and  minister  in  obedience  to  Scripture,  Anglican  tradition,  and  conscience. 
We  further  invite  all  persons  who  share  this  faith  to  stand  with  us. 

And  Whereas  the  Vestries  of  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church  of  Edenton,  North  Carolina  and  St.  Andrew's 
Episcopal  Church  of  Morehead  City,  North  Carolina  have  endorsed  and  affirmed  the  American  Anglican 
Council's  "A  Place  to  Stand:  A  Call  to  Mission"  and  have  requested  their  delegates  to  the  One  Hundred 
Fifteenth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  introduce  this  Resolution  at  said  Convention, 

Now  therefore  be  is  resolved  that  the  Convention  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  hereby  endorses  and 
affirms  the  American  Anglican  Council's  "A  Place  to  Stand:  A  Call  to  Mission"  and 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  copies  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  appropriate  officials  of  the  National  Episcopal 
Church  and  each  diocese  thereof. 

Respectfully  submitted  by  Peggy  Anne  Vaughan  on  behalf  of  the  Vestries  of  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church, 
Edenton  and  St.  Andrew's,  Morehead  City 

Regarding  Centennial  Celebration  of  St.  Joseph's,  Fayetteville 

Whereas  the  Parish  of  St.  Joseph  was  officially  chartered  in  1873  in  Fayetteville; 

And  whereas  it  was  blessed  with  a  gift  of  a  church  building  and  land  by  the  loving  and  generous 
benefactor,  Mrs.  Eva  Cochran.  (1846-1909); 

And  whereas  the  church  building  was  erected  in  1896  and  consecrated  in  1897  by  The  Rt.  Rev.  Dr.  B. 

Watson; 

And  whereas  the  Congregation  of  St.  Joseph  continues  to  exercise  its  ministry  in  the  life  of  the  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina,  on  the  same  site  of  its  consecration  100  years  ago; 

And  whereas  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  has  supported  the  ministry  of  the  rector,  vestry,  and 


congregation  (past  and  present); 

And  whereas,  in  recognition  of  this  significant  landmark  in  the  historic  ministry;  the  rector,  vestry  and 
people  of  St.  Joseph's  offer  grateful  Thanksgiving  to  Almighty  God; 

And  whereas  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  is  holding  its  1 1 5th  Annual  Convention  in  the  city  of  the 
parish's  consecration  100  years  ago; 

Be  it  resolved  that  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  continue  to  affirm,  and  support  the  ministry  of  the  people 

of  St.  Joseph's  as  they  rejoice  in  continuing  to  support  the  ministry  of  Christ  within  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina. 

Presented  by  The  Rev.  Augustine  Joseph,  Mrs.  Mary  Mitchell  &  Mrs.  Buelah  Quick 
Proposed  Amendment  to  the  Constitution 

Article  VII:  When  to  Vote  by  Orders;  When  to  Vote  by  Orders  and  Parishes;  When  to  Vote  by  Delegates 

Section  1 .  (A).  Unless  otherwise  provided,  voting  upon  all  questions  before  the  Convention  shall  be  by 
Delegates,  with  a  simple  majority  of  all  ballots  cast  to  determine  the  issue. 

(B)  .  Upon  any  question  before  the  Convention 
when  it  may  be  required  by  any  one  clerical  or 
lay  member,  the  two  orders  shall  vote  separately. 
If  a  vote  by  Orders  is  required,  each  clerical 
member  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote  and  each 
lay  member  to  one  vote,  and  a  concurrence  of 
majorities  of  both  orders  shall  be  necessary  to 
a  decision. 

(C)  .  A  vote  by  Orders  and  Parishes  is  required 
in  the  election  of  a  Bishop,  or  Bishop  Coadjutor, 
or  a  Bishop  Suffragan,  as  provided  by  Article  XIII. 
A  vote  by  Orders  and  Parishes  is  required  to 
amend  this  constitution,  as  provided  by  Article  XVI. 
If  a  vote  by  Orders  and  Parishes  is  required,  each 
clerical  member  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote  and 
each  Parish  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  number 
of  votes  as  the  number  of  its  lay  delegates. 
For  example,  a  Parish  with  five  lay  delegates  shall 
be  entitled  to  five  votes,  and  a  Parish  with  four  lay 

delegates  shall  be  entitled  to  four  votes.  A  vote  by  Orders  and  Parishes  shall  be  conducted  in  this 
manner:  First,  a  quorum  for  the  purpose  of  voting  shall  be  necessary.  A  quorum  for  voting  by  orders  and 
Parishes  shall  mean  the  presence  of  a  majority  of  all  clergy  entitled  to  seat  and  vote  (exclusive  of  non- 
parochial  clergy),  and  the  presence  of  delegates  of  two-thirds  of  the  Parishes  entitled  to  representation 
and  vote.  Second,  the  vote  shall  be  taken  by  first  calling  the  roll  of  the  clergy  with  each  clerical  member 
depositing  his  or  her  ballot  with  the  tellers,  and  then  calling  the  roll  of  the  Parishes  with  one  lay  delegate 
depositing  the  ballots  of  the  Parish  with  the  Tellers.  Third,  a  majority  of  both  Orders  on  the  same  ballot 
shall  be  required  for  an  election  or  an  affirmative  vote  to  amend  the  Constitution. 

Section  2.    All  elections  shall  be  by  ballot  unless  otherwise  unanimously  ordered. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

The  Rev.  Robert  Hobgood  on  behalf  of  the  Commission  on  Constitution  and  Canons 

This  amendment  was  passed  at  the  1 14th  Annual  Convention.  Amendments  to  the  Constitution 
require  passage  two  consecutive  years:  therefore  this  amendment  will  be  voted  on  again  at  the  1 15th 
Annual  Convention. 


Peggy  Perdew 
from  Wilmington 
identified 
the  lady  second 
from  the  left 
as  Roi  Penton. 
The  lady  second 
from  the  right 
is  Olivia  Lynch 
Hardin. 
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EDITOR'S  NOTE:  The  information  on  the  nominees  is 
reprinted  from  the  nomination  forms  submitted  to  the 
Committee  for  Nominations  by  December  31.  There  may  be 
additional  nominees  prior  to  convention. 

BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES- 
UNIVERSITY  OF  THE  SOUTH 

The  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  elects  three  trustees, 
two  lay  and  one  clerical  to  serve  on  the  board. 

LAY  NOMINEES 

Mr.  Griffith  (Griff)  Garner 

Grace  Church,  Whiteville 

Reason  for  Nominating:  Mr.  Garner  is  a  hard-working, 
faithful  committee  member  of  Grace  Church.  He  graduated 
from  the  University  of  the  South  in  1985  with  a  degree  in 
English.  He  serves  as  a  Lay  Reader  in  our  church.  He  is  a 
lawyer,  husband  and  father  of  two  children. 
Nominated  by:  The  Rev.  James  E.  Taylor 

Mr.  Paul  J.  Greeley 

St.  Andrew's  On-the-Sound,  Wilmington 

Parish  Involvement:  Active  Member 

Reason  for  Nominating:  Greeley  graduated  from  the 

University  of  the  South  in  1954  and  is  a  former  alumni 

trustee  and  current  vice  president  of  reunion  giving.  He  is 

involved  with  and  committed  to  Sewanee  and  would 

represent  the  diocese  well. 

Nominated  by:  The  Rev.  William  B.  Trimble 

LTC  Carl  M.  Jordan,  Jr. 

St.  John's,  Fayetteville 

Parish  Involvement:  Treasurer  for  seven  years. 
Reason  for  Nominating:  Jordan  has  been  an  avid  fan  of 
genealogical  study  for  some  time.  Dis-covering  a  family 
connection  in  his  past  to  the  University  of  the  South  and  its 
creation  and  development,  as  well  as  finding  his  impression 
favorable  about  the  campus  of  today,  causes 
me  to  believe  him  to  be  more  than  qualified 
for  the  position. 

Nominated  by:  The  Rev.  David  G.  Chamberlain 

Mr.  Frank  Wakefield 

Holy  Trinity,  Hampstead 

Parish  Involvement:  Senior  Warden 

Diocesan  Involvement:  Trinity  Center  Board;  Trinity  Center 

Finance  Committee  Chair;  Foundation 

Reason  for  Nominating:  As  an  alumnae  of  the  University  of 

the  South  and  an  active  member  of  the  Diocese  of  East 

Carolina,  Frank  Wakefield  will  serve  the  diocese  well  on  the 

Board  of  Trustees.  His  knowledge  of  financial  matters,  his 

leadership  abilities  and  his  commitment  to  the  greater  Church 

will  be  an  asset  as  a  board  member. 

Nominated  bv:  Alicia  H.  Ragsdale 


CLERGY  NOMINEES 

The  Rev.  Margaret  S.  Shepard 

All  Saints'  Episcopal  Church,  Southern  Shores 
Reason  for  Nominating: 
In  the  year  since  Shepard's  arrival  as 
rector  of  All  Saints'  we  have  grown 
from  about  40  to  95  families;  more 
than  doubled  the  number  of  pledges; 
have  Christian  Education  and  a  youth 
program  up  and  running;  a  women's 
group  forming  with  plans  to  become 
the  ECW;  a  small,  enthusiastic  group 
of  Cursillistas.  Her  enthusiasm  is 
contagious  and  I  believe  we  have  a      Margaret  Shepard 
happy  congregation,  which  reflects  the  time  and  energy  she 
devotes  to  us. 

An  honors  graduate  from  the  University  of  the  South, 
Shepard  won  the  Hebrew  Prize.  Active  during  her  student 
days,  she  continues  to  support  the  university  attending  the 
EFM  mentor  program,  DOCC  and  the  DuBose  lectures.  She 
has  maintained  a  strong  contact  with  faculty  members  and  is 
deeply  interested  in  good  theological  education  as  well  as 
sound  general  liberal  arts  training. 

I  believe  Margaret  Shepard  would  bring  enthusiasm, 
experience,  and  dedication  to  a  position  on  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  University  of  the  South. 
Nominated  by:  Helen  van  Laer 

The  Rev.  William  B.  Trimble 

St.  Andrew's  On-the-Sound 
Reason  for  Nominating: 
Trimble  graduated  from  both 
the  College  (1962)  and 
Seminary  (1969).  He  is 
completing  his  fourth  three-year 
term  as  a  Trustee  and  has 
served  a  six-year  term  on  the 
Board  of  Regents.  Through  his 
long-term  experience  and  commit- 
ment to  the  University,  he  would  serve  this  diocese  well. 
Nominated  bv:  Patricia  Howe 

STANDING  COMMITTEE 

According  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  the  Standing  Committee  is  elected  to  serve 
primarily  as  the  "Bishop's  Council  of  Advice. "  The 
Standing  Committee's  canonical  responsibilities  include: 
giving  consent  for  the  election  and  consecration  of  a 
bishop  for  any  diocese  in  the  Episcopal  Church;  advising 
the  bishop  in  cases  of  alienation  or  encumbrance  of 
church  property;  approving  candidates  for  ordination  as 
deacons  and  priests;  advising  the  bishop  in  cases  of 
renunciation  of  the  ministry  by  clergy  and  in  cases  of 
abandonment  of  the  Communion  of  the  Church  by  a  priest 
or  deacon.  When  there  is  no  bishop,  the  Standing 
Committee  becomes  the  Ecclesiastical  Authority. 


William  Trimble 


Larry  Overton 


The  Standing  Committee  consists  of  three 
clergypersons  of  the  diocese  and  three  lay  persons. 
Members  are  elected  for  three  year  terms. 

LAY  NOMINEES 

Mr.  Larry  S.  Overton 

St.  Thomas',  Ahoskie 
Diocesan  Involvement: 
Executive  Council; 
Foundation;  Delegate, 
Diocesan  Convention; 
Dispatch  of  Business, 
Diocesan  Convention;  Trinity 
Board  of  Visitors;  Nominating 
Committee  for  Bishop 
Coadjutor,  Corresponding 
Secretary;  Covenant  With  the 
Future  Board  Member; 
Committee  on  Constitution  and  Canons 
Parish  Involvement:  Youth  and  Adult  Sunday  School  Teacher; 
Chalice  Bearer;  Lay  Reader;  Vestry  Member;  Jr.  &  Sr.  Warden; 
Search  Committee  Chair;  Stewardship  Chairman; 
Acolyte  Master 

Reason  for  Nominating:  Overton  is  a  churchman.  He  is 
dedicated  to  serving  in  the  Name  of  Christ  to  the  well-being 
of  Christ's  church  in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina.  Active  in 
the  parish,  diocese,  and  on  the  national  level,  he  is  a  man  of 
prayer  whose  spirituality,  intelligence,  calm  manner  and 
leadership  will  benefit  the  church. 
Nominated  by:  The  Rev.  Phillip  R.  Glico 

CLERICAL  NOMINEES 

The  Rev.  Ron  G.  Abrams 

Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville 
Diocesan  Involvement: 
Commission  on  Ministry;  Dean 
Upper  Cape  Fear;  Executive 
Council;  Board  of  Trinity  Center 
Chair  of  Camp  Trinity  Board; 
Trial  Court 

Reason  for  Nominating: 
Ron  Abrams  will  be  an  asset 
to  the  Standing  Committee. 
He  knows  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina  well,  having  served  on  the  various  diocesan 
committees  noted.  He  is  an  excellent  administrator  and  has  a 
rich  knowledge  of  and  love  for  the  church. 
Nominated  by:  The  Rev.  Martha  Anne  Honaker 

The  Rev.  Fredericka  DaCunha  Steenstra 

Church  of  the  Good  Shepard,  Wilmington 

Parish  Involvement:  Recior,  Church  of  Good  Shepard;  Interim 

Rector;  St.  Christopher's,  Havelock 


Ron  Abrams 
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The  Rev.  Fredericka  DaCunha  Steenstra  (cont) 

Diocesan  Involvement:  Commission  on  Ministry 
Reason  for  Nominating:  Good  understanding  of  Standing 
Committee  function:  competent  and  intelligent  leader;  exper- 
ienced clergyperson  who  is  willing  to  serve  in  this  capacity. 
Nominated  by:  The  Rev.  Marjorie  M.  McCarty 

The  Rev.  Charles  G.  vonRosenberg 

St.  James',  Wilmington 

Parish  Involvement:  Rector  of  St.  James'  since  1994 
Diocesan  Involvement:  Standing  Committee  (1997);  General 
Convention  (Two  Dioceses);  Executive  Council  (Three 
Dioceses);  Commission  on  Ministry  (Two  Dioceses);  Canon 
to  the  Ordinary  (Diocese  of  Upper  South  Carolina) 
Reason  for  Nominating:  Charlie  vonRosenberg 's  extensive 
diocesan  and  national  church  experience  will  serve  the 
Stand-ing  Committee  well.  He  has  a  broad  perspective  of  the 
Church  and  is  able  to  perceive  issues  from  various  points  of 
view. 

For  the  past  year,  vonRosenberg  has  filled  an  unexpired 
term  on  the  Standing  Committee,  and  he  is  eligible  for 
election  now.  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  working  with  him 
on  this  committee.  He  has  demonstrated  keen  insight, 
balanced  and  wise  judgement,  and  an  openness  to  all  points 
of  view.  His  election  would  add  needed  continuity  and 
"corporate  memory"  to  the  functioning  Committee. 
Nominated  by:  David  A.  Stoller 


EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL 

LAY  AT-LARGE 


Mrs.  Judy  Glick 

St.  Thomas,  Bath 
Parish  Involvement: 
Senior  Warden,  two  years; 
Stewardship  Co-Chair,  four  years; 
Vestry  Clerk,  one  year;  Outreach 
Committee  member,  one  year; 
Lay  Reader 

Diocesan  Involvement: 


Past  Member  Creative  Christian  Judy  Glick 

Stewardship  Committee,  three  years;  Stewardship  Committee 
Member,  five  years;  Camp  Trinity  Nurse,  seven  seasons;  Past 
Executive  Council  Member,  one  year;  Dean  of  Pamlico 
Deanery,  present 

Reason  for  Nominating:  Judy  Glick  is  a  sensible,  caring 
Christian  woman  whose  devotion  to  the  Lord  and  His  Church 
is  evident  in  the  many  leadership  tasks  she's  performed  so 
superbly  in  her  parish,  the  community  and  diocese. 
Nominated  by:  The  Rev.  John  C.  Rivers 

Robert  T.  "Bob"  Swindell 

St.  Anne's,  Jacksonville 

Parish  Involvement:  Lay  Eucharistic  Minister;  Stewardship 


Committee  Member;  Vestry  Member;  Finance  Committee 
Member;  Diocesan  Convention  Delegate 
Diocesan  Involvement:  Executive  Council;  Stewardship 
Commission;  Trinity  Center  Finance  Committee;  Lay  Rector 
Cursillo  #36;  Lay  Rector  New  Bern  Ultreya;  Happening  Staff; 
New  Beginnings  Staff 

Reason  for  Nominating:  Bob  Swindell  is  a  faithful,  active 
confirmed  communicant  of  St.  Anne's  in  Jacksonville,  having 
served  in  a  variety  of  leadership  roles.  His  knowledge  and 
experience  in  both  parish  and  diocesan  life,  his  grasp  of 
stewardship  and  financial  matters,  and  his  desire  to  serve 
make  him  an  exceptional  candidate. 
Nominated  by:  The  Rev.  James  Cooke,  Jr. 

Dr.  David  0.  Wright 

St.  Paul's,  Edenton 

Parish  Involvement:  Two-term  Vestry  Member;  Lay  Reader; 
Chalice  Bearer 

Diocesan  Involvement:  Lay  Delegate  to  the  Diocesan 
Convention,  1996  &  1998 

Reason  for  Nominating:  Dr.  Wright  has  a  strong  interest  and 
concern  about  the  direction  of  the  Episcopal  Church  on  a 
national  level  and  would  like  to  help  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina  react  appropriately  to  the  divisive  issues  which  are 
undermining  this  branch  of  Christ's  body. 
Nominated  by:  Debra  Ellis  Boyle 


The  Diocese  of  East  Carolina's 
115th  Annual  Convention 


Schedule  of  Events 

February  12-14,  1998,  Fayetteville 
Theme:  "Behold  I  Make  All  Things  New" 


Thursday,  February  12 

Noon  to  7:00  p.m.      Registration,  Information  Booth  -  South  Corridor,  Holiday  Inn 
Orientation  for  New  Delegates  -  Palais  Room 
Convention  opens  with  Dialogue  Sessions,  Holiday  Inn* 
Bus  to  St.  Patrick's  Roman  Catholic  Church,  Fayetteville 
Clergy  Photo,  St.  Patrick's,  Fayetteville 
Opening  Eucharist  -  St.  Patrick's,  Fayetteville 
Reception  -  Holiday  Inn,  Fayetteville 


2:00  p.m. 
3:00-  5:00  p.m. 
7:00-  7:45  p.m. 
7:15  p.m. 
8:00  p.m. 
9-30  p.m. 
Friday,  February  13 
8:00  a.m. -Noon 
8:30  a.m. 

9:00  a.m. 


10:15a.m. 
10:30  a.m. 
11:00  a.m. 
11:15a.m. 
12:15 

12:30  p.m.-1:30  p.m. 
2:00  p.m. -2:45  p.m. 

2:45-  3:30  p.m. 
3:45  p.m. -5:00  p.m. 
5:15  p.m. -5. 45  p.m. 
6:00  p.m. 
6:45  p.m. 
8:00  p.m. 

Saturday.  February  14 

8:30  a.m. 


For  rooms  and  schedules  see  box  at  bottom  of  page 


12:30  p.m. 
Adjourn 


Registration,  Information  -  South  Corridor,  Holiday  Inn 

Legislative  Session  begins  with  Morning  Prayer:  Bishop's  appointments:  Convention  Committee  Report; 
Introduction  of  New  Clergy 

Nominations  Report;  Report  of  Department  of  Congregations  and  Development;  Standing  Committee  Report; 
Constitutional  Amendment  Change  -  vote  by  Parishes  and  Orders;  Capital  Funds  Report;  Presentation 
of  1997  Budget;  Foundation  Report 
Coffee  Break 
Bishop's  Address 

Homily  -  The  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel,  3d 
Table  Discussions 
Noonday  Prayer 

Lunch,  Marseille  Room  and  Wellingtons,  Holiday  Inn 

Introduction  of  Nominees  to  Diocesan  Offices;  Constitution  &  Canons  Report;  Presentation  of  1 998  Budget; 
Vote  on  Standing  Committee 

Introduction  of  Resolutions;  Announcement  of  Location  of  Hearings  for  Budget,  Canon  Changes  &  Resolutions 
Hearings 

Bus  Available  to  Evensong.  St.  Paul's  in  the  Pines,  Fayetteville 
Evensong,  St.  Paul's  in  the  Pines,  Fayetteville 
Social  Time  -  (Cash  Bar  Available)  -  Wellington's,  Holiday  Inn 
Banquet  -  (reservations  may  be  made  at  the  Information  Booth  at  time  of  registration) 

Liturgy  of  the  Word  Elections;  Vote  on  Constitution  &  Canons,  Resolutions;  Trinity  Center;  Youth/Camp  Report; 
Vote  on  1998  Budget;  Bishop's  Nominations;  Courtesy  Resolution;  Response  to  the  Bishop's  Address 
Liturgy  of  the  Table 


Deadlines* 


1st  Half  of  1998 


Issue 

Deadline 

Press  Date* 

Jan. 

Dec.  12 

Jan.  10 

Feb. 

Jan.  21 

Feb.  6 

Mar. 

Feb.  18 

Mar.  6 

April 

Mar.  1 1 

Mar.  27 

May 

Apr.  15 

May  1 

June 

May  20 

June  5 

*  Subject  to  change  at  discretion 
of  bishop  or  editor. 


Cr*ss  Current 


JANUARY  1998 


Ideas  Abound  at  Annual  Needs  &  Goals  Conference 


by  Simon  Whitehead 

The  changing  population;  the  decline  of  rural 
churches;  the  burgeoning  of  others;  the  overall 
movement  of  people,  migrants  and  long-term  residents 
alike,  become  at  once  a  problem,  a  challenge,  a  demand 
and  an  opportunity.  These  issues,  together  with  more 
traditional  influences,  are  likely  to  present  the  Episcopal 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina  a  variety  of  problems  and 
challenges. 

These  were  the  issues  that  the  participants  at  the 
1 997  Needs  and  Goals  Conference  dealt  with  at  Trinity 
Center,  November  2  and  3. 

In  preparation  for  the  coming  year,  the  diocesan 
planning  and  budgeting  representatives  of  various 
diocesan  departments,  committees,  ministries,  churches 
and  missions  were  invited  to  Trinity  Center  to  explore 
ideas  and  perceptions  of  what  is  needed  for  the  diocese 
in  the  years  to  come. 

Under  the  guidance  of  the  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel, 
3rd,  a  detailed,  hardworking  examination  of  the  many 
elements  that  make  up  the  diocese  was  examined. 

Bishop  Daniel  introduced  this  year's  conference  by 
first  exhorting  everyone  to  a  reasonable  civility.  During 


the  first  session,  he  instructed  and  led  a  disciplined 
approach  that  looked  at  those  aspects  of  diocesan  life 
that  had  made  us  hopeful  or  sad  and  also  those  that 
might  be  encouraging  or  discouraging.  He  reminded  us 
that  what  might  be  one  person's  sadness  could  be 
another's  encouraging  opportunity.  No  attempt  was 
made  to  distinguish  these  possibilities. 

This  first  session  identified  many  shortcomings  as 
well  as  joys  and  desires.  Among  the  "hopeful"  items 
identified  is  the  presence  of  a  strong  youth  program 
which  bodes  well  for  the  future.  Also  identified  was  the 
progress  of  new  construction  around  the  diocese,  which 
was  considered  to  be  indicative  of  the  overall  strength  of 
the  diocese. 

A  process  of  "affinity  groupings"  and  summariza- 
tion followed  in  the  second  session.  The  variety  and 
range  of  freely  expressed  ideas  were  distilled  into  more 
manageable  form.  Single  sentence  summaries  were 
collectively  developed  for  related  groups  of  ideas. 
From  these  summa-ries,  rational  lists  were  created.  The 
individual  items  listed  were  each  assigned  to  an  existing 
committee  for  consideration  or  further  work. 


In  finity  groupings 
used  to  identify 
needs  and  goals 
for  diocese. 


The  final  result  is  not  a  "short"  list  by  any  means.  It 
represents  a  wide  range  of  thinking  and  discussion  by  the 
participants.  There  are  no  shortages  of  ideas  for  the  years 
to  come. 

—  Simon  Whitehead,  a  member  of  St.  Thomas  '.  Oriental,  serves 
on  the  Executive  Council. 


Problems,  Joys,  Demands  and  Opportunities  Identified  at  the  1997  Needs  &  Goals  Conference 

The  department,  committee  or  commission  to  whom  the  item  has  been  referred  appears  in  italics  following  the  item. 


Joys 

Being  part  of  a  congregation  and  diocese  that  feels  like  family 
Yeah!  Trinity  Center 

Sharing  Ideas  —  "hands  on"  work  together 
We  are  asked  to  serve 

Our  clergy  and  lay  leaders  are  faith-filled,  dedicated,  enthusiastic 
and  active  in  leadership 
We  have  joy  in  our  increased  awareness 

Discovering  Christ  in  new  ways  through  involvement  with  new  communities 
Increased  awareness  of  opportunities  in  Congregation  and  Development 
Sharing  our  joys  and  sorrows  as  family 
Joy  in  our  sacraments  and  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer 
Joy  in  small  parishes 

Because  Christ  is  among  us  we  have  joy  as  we  sing  and  worship 
and  gather  together 

Flexibility  to  try  new  ways  of  bringing  deaneries  together, 
i.e.  deanery-wide  confirmation 

Diocese  of  East  Carolina  epitomizes  Psalm  16,  verse  6  -  "My  boundaries 
enclose  a  pleasant  land;  indeed,  I  have  goodly  heritage"  (and  family) 
Competent  dedicated  staff  of  Episcopal  Farmworkers  Ministry 
Prayer  group  meeting;  call/prayer  for  those  in  need 
We  share  a  significant  joy  in  corporate  worship  and  fellowship 
Enthusiasm  of  our  youth  as  expressed  in  parishes  and  diocesan  programs 
Thank  God  for  our  new  bishop;  his  conviction,  energy,  enthusiasm 
There  is  a  joy  with  the  diocesan  staff  and  joy  for  new  facilities 
at  Trinity  and  Diocesan  House 

Problems 

Lack  of  organized  ways  to  provide  Continuing  Education  for  Deacons 

Clergy  Continuing  Education 

Lack  of  active  evangelism  Executive  Council 

Lack  of  racial  diversity  and  leadership  in  diocesan  and  parish  activities 
Executive  Council 

Our  problem  has  been  coming  to  grips  with  our  human  sexuality 
Executive  Council 

•  To  encourage  more  people  in  our  diocese  to  become  involved  so  that  we  are  not 
burning  out  a  small  group  leading  the  church 

Executive  Council  and  Diocesan  Convention 

Our  lack  of  racial  diversity  and  leadership  in  diocesan  and  parish  activities 
Stewardship 

Follow  the  golden  rule  'Do  unto  others  as  you  would  have  them  do  unto  you'  - 
Out  of  negativity,  let  us  come  togther  in  constructive  ways  Missionary  Outreach 

•  Communication  of  immediate,  specific  needs  of  our  outreach  (e.g.  Albemarle 
Manna's  need  of  a  new  center —  Trailer  needed  for  Shepard's  staff) 
Missionary  Outreach 

•  Bringing  us  together  to  share  and  work  together  in  outreach  or  inreach 
to  each  other  Missionary  Outreach 

Deanery  problems  which  need  to  be  addressed  are  size,  communication  and  value 
Deanery  Evaluation  Committee 

Growing  problem  with  parochialism,  "my  parish"  Deaneries 
Proper  celebration  of  1 50  years  of  service,  Holy  Trinity,  Hertford  Cross  Current 
Lack  of  understanding  of  Episcopal  policy  and  structure  Communications 
Problem  with  communicating  the  Episcopal  ideal  throughout  the  diocese  from  the 


bishop  to  the  parish  and  from  one  parish  to  another  Communications 
Small  churches  are  struggling  due  to  lack  of  resources,  costs  of  ministry 
(clergy,  program,  and  facility)  Congregations  and  Development 
The  road  to  Hell  is  paved  with  good  intentions 
Resistance  to  change 

Demands 


To  be  more  inter-dependent  in  the  ministries  we  share  as  we  are  diverse  and  led  by 
the  Holy  Spirit  Executive  Council 

There  is  a  continuing  need  for  ecumenical  efforts  with  Lutherans 
Executive  Council 

There  is  a  demand  for  a  group  to  study  and  plan  in  the  area  of  racism 
Executive  Council  and  Racism  Commission 

There  is  a  demand  for  diocesan  position  for  congregational  development 
to  assist  new  parishes  and  small  parishes  Long  Range  Planning 
Through  our  deaneries,  coordinate  support  of  our  smaller  congregations 
giving  of  time,  talent,  treasure  Deaneries 

Addressing  the  problems  of  time  and  distance  which  limit  participation 
Deaneries 

Through  our  diocesan  Department  of  Congregations  and  Development, 
coordinate  building/refurbishing  buildings  through  hands-on  involvement 
Congregations  &  Development 

Developing  mission  strategies  for  intentional  growth  of  new  churches 
Congregations  &  Development 

There  is  a  demand  to  constantly  be  looking  for  new  avenues  for  communication 
Communications 

It  is  incumbent  as  Christians  to  listen  to  God  so  we  might  listen  with  civility 
to  each  other  on  issues  of  conflict  and  controversy  Communications 
Keep  stewardship  issues  and  training  as  a  high  priority  for  the  diocese 
Stewardship 

Strengthen  the  priority  of  Trinity  Center  as  a  ministry  of  the  diocese 
Trinity  Board 

Opportunities 

We  have  an  opportunity  to  tell  our  story  to  a  broader  audience  Communications 
There  is  an  opportunity  to  celebrate  1 50  years  of  service  by  Holy  Trinity, 
Hertford  Communications 

We  have  the  opportunity  for  better  communication  in  the  diocese  (from 
diocese  to  parish  to  deaneries)  Communications  and  deaneries 
We  have  an  opportunity  to  corporately  do  worship  and  learn  from  each  other 
Liturgy  Commission 

There  is  opportunity  in  the  diversity  of  our  diocese  Executive  Council 
The  growth  of  population  in  eastern  North  Carolina  is  giving  us  opportunities 
for  both  the  planting  of  new  churches  and  the  development  of  new  ministries 
and  outreach  Congregation  &  Development  and  Missionary  Outreach 
We  have  so  much  to  give  to  so  many  Missionary  Outreach 
It  is  important  that  our  servant  ministries  always  be  informed  by  the  larger 
community  of  our  culture  and  the  world  so  we  might  truly  be  servants 
Missionary  Outreach 

We  have  an  opportunity  to  tell  our  story  to  a  broader  audience 
Continuing  Education 

Across  the  diocese,  people  are  looking  for  spiritual  direction  and  this  is 
especially  true  of  our  youth  Spiritual  Formation 
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Transit  2001  Addresses  Christian  Principles 

Staff  Report 


Almighty  God,  in  giving  us  dominion  over  things  of 
the  earth,  you  have  made  us  fellow  workers  in  your 
creation:  Give  us  wisdom  and  reverence  so  to  use  the 
resources  of  nature,  that  no  one  may  suffer  from  our 
abuse  of  them,  and  that  generations  yet  to  come  may 
continue  to  praise  you  for  your  bounty;  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 

( Prayer  4 1 ,  Book  of  Common  Prayer) 

The  opportunity  for  stewardship  comes  to  us  in 
many  forms.  As  Christians  we  know  that  all  we  have 
has  been  given  us  by  God  and  that  we  are  called  to  be 
responsible  for  its  rightful  and  careful  use.  We  are 
also  called  to  share  our  God  given-bounty  with  those 
less  fortunate  than  ourselves. 

Don  Stewart,  author  of  the  resolution  supporting 
Transit  2001,  and  Hal  Broadfoot,  Jr.,  resolution 
sponsor,  both  members  of  St.  John's,  Fayetteville, 
believe  that  the  recommendations  in  the  Transit  2001 
report  address  issues  that  fall  within  basic  Christian 
teachings  —  issues  of  stewardship,  servanthood  and 
concern  for  our  fellow  human  beings. 

Comprised  of  government,  business  and 
community  leaders,  the  Transit  200 1  Commission 
appointed  by  Governor  Hunt  in  September  1995,  was 
charged  with  making  recommendations  to  improve 
public  transportation  in  North  Carolina  for  the  21st 
century.  Chaired  by  Dr.  Thomas  K.  Hern,  Jr., 
President  of  Wake  Forest  University,  Transit  2001 
determined  that  the  role  of  public  transportation  must 
be  enlarged  to  keep  up  with  the  state's  phenomenal 
growth. 

The  Commission's  recommendations  insure  basic 
mobility;  provide  auto-competitive  rail  passenger 
services;  and  define  the  proper  role  of  state 
government  in  transit  funding.  Through  a  number  of 
public  forums  and  the  work  of  four  sub-committees, 
the  Commission  examined  four  key  issues:  Rural  and 
human  service  transportation;  urban  and  regional 
transit;  intercity  rail  passenger  service;  and  land  use 
and  development. 

"As  exciting  as  the  work  and  vision  of  Transit 
2001  are,"  says  Stewart,  "it  is  simply  the  initial  step 
in  addressing  issues  that  we,  as  Christians,  already 
have  ownership  of." 

Christians  readily  acknowledge  that  the  earth, 
"having  been  given  dominion  over  it"  are  ultimately 
responsible  for  its  preservation  and  well-being.  We 
also  accept,  through  our  tithes  and  offerings  and 
various  serving  ministries,  our  calling  to  share  our 
gifts  from  God  with  those  less  fortunate  than 
ourselves.  Support  of  Transit  2001  is  an  extension  of 
these  beliefs. 

In  spite  of  our  best  efforts  as  stewards,  we 
unwittingly  continue  to  do  more  environmental 
damage  than  we  offset  and  marginalize  whole 
segments  of  our  population,  simply  by  how  we,  as  a 
nation,  state  and  community,  address  one  of  our  most 
basic  needs —  mobility. 

Without  question,  the  personal  vehicle,  be  it  car, 
van  or  truck,  is  the  primary  mode  of  transportation 
for  most  Americans.  This  is  certainly  true  here  in 
North  Carolina,  the  "Good  Roads  State,"  and  within 
our  diocese. 

Roads  provide  benefits,  but  at  a  cost 

The  benefits  of  our  "good  roads"  have  been 
especially  enormous.  Our  vast  highway 
transportation  network,  along  with  a  favorable 
climate,  friendly  business  environment  and  other 


factors,  have  helped  make  North  Carolina  one  of  the 
fastest  growing  states  in  the  nation.  In  the  last  two 
and  one  half  decades,  our  population  has  increased  by 
20%  and  our  economy  has  more  than  doubled.  An 
interesting  indicator  of  the  success  of  our  highway 
program  is  that  tourism  is  now  North  Carolina's 
second  leading  industry.  Accessibility  has  played  a 
prominent  role  in  its  exceptional  growth. 

For  every  benefit,  however,  there  must  also  be  a 
cost.  In  North  Carolina,  we  are  among  the  national 
leaders  in  deaths  attributed  to  accidents  involving 
tractor-trailers.  In  1995  highway  accidents  cost  an 
average  of  $580  dollars  lor  each  man.  woman  and 
child  in  the  United  States,  with  only  a  fraction  of  this 
paid  by  the  beneficiaries. 

Both  the  production  and  consumption  of 
petroleum  based  energy  products  impose  a  heavy  toll 
on  our  environment;  global  warming  is  another  of  the 
many  negative  externalities  of  our  nation's  growing 
transportation  demand. 

Maintaining  our  military  "security"  force  in  the 
Persian  Gulf,  estimated  at  between  $30  to  $60  billion 
per  year  is  another  cost.  At  $40  billion  it  equates  to  a 
subsidy  of  $77  dollars  per  barrel  of  oil  from  that 
region.  These  costs  do  not  account  for  the  time  that 
our  service-members  must  be  away  from  home  or  the 
risks  they  face  in  that  dangerous  and  unstable  part  of 
the  world. 

Poor  transportation  impedes  access 

While  many  of  us  enjoy  an  unprecedented  level 
of  personal  mobility,  there  is  a  growing  number  of 
people  that  for  varying  reasons  do  not  have 
reasonable  access  to  basic  transportation  services. 
These  include  the  elderly,  low  income,  and  the 
physically  or  visually  disabled.  Typically,  they  have 
very  limited  options  for  mobility.  Without  access  to 
transportation,  basic  human  services  as  medical  and 
education  become  difficult,  even  impossible, 
to  obtain. 

Better  public  transportation  would  have  a 
dramatic  impact  on  many  of  the  ministries  operating 
in  the  Diocese,  points  our  Kirk  Mattson  in 
Lumberton.  Any  church  operating  a  soup  kitchen  or  a 
shelter  knows  that  transportation  is  often  a  barrier  to 
employment  and  often  to  the  shelter  itself.  The 


Episcopal  Farmworkers  Ministry  (EFM)  faces 
transportation  challenges  daily  trying  to  provide  rides 
for  migrant  workers  from  work  camps  to  medical 
clinics,  to  drivers  education  and  English  as  second 
language  classes,  and  to  the  EFM  office  itself.  Father 
Nick  Ibarra,  the  Rector  at  San  Mateo,  just  recently 
received  a  van  purchased  through  funds  from  the 
Covenant  With  the  Future  campaign  funds  so  that  he 
could  help  transport  seasonal  workers. 

Non-personal  automobile  mobility  alternatives 
are  especially  limited  within  the  bounds  of  our 
Diocese.  Only  three  of  our  communities  have  urban 
mass  transit  systems  and  only  one  has  access  to 
intercity  passenger  rail  (Amtrak).  As  bad  as  our 
transportation  situation/picture  now  appears,  it  is 
destined  to  get  far  worse. 

Addressing  future  needs 

North  Carolina's  economy  and  population  are 
growing  at  a  rate  that  is  nearly  30%  faster  than  the 
rest  of  the  nation.  The  US  Census  Bureau  predicts 
that  this  high  rate  of  growth  will  continue  for  at  least 
the  next  three  decades.  To  compound  this  matter,  over 
the  last  ten  years  vehicle  miles  driven  have  increased 
at  a  rate  three  times  that  of  the  population.  The 
mobility  that  we  take  for  granted  is  being 
compromised  by  the  very  growth  that  has  made  North 
Carolina  such  a  desirable  state  in  which  to  live  and 
work  and  do  business. 

Transportation  planners  are  beginning  to  realize 
that  even  though  personal  vehicles  will  continue  to  be 
the  most  prevalent  form  of  transportation  within  our 
state  for  decades  to  come,  we  are  not  going  to  be  able 
to  simply  build  more  highways  to  solve  the  problem 
of  growing  highway  congestion. 

To  meet  the  transportation  challenges  of  the 
future,  with  their  inherent  environmental,  energy  and 
economic  implications,  we  will  increasingly  have  to 
turn  to  alternative  modes  that  offer  superior 
efficiencies  to  personal  vehicles  as  viable  components 
of  our  overall  transportation  strategy. 

In  order  for  Transit  2001  to  be  successful,  it  must 
receive  the  full  support  of  our  Governor  and  General 
Assembly,  explains  Stewart.  For  this  reason,  a 
resolution  in  support  of  Transit  2001  is  being  brought 
before  the  diocesan  convention. 


Cr*ss  Current 


JANUARY  1998 


Pushing  Aside  Spirits  for  The  Spirit 

by  The  Rev.  Deacon  Barbara  Houston,  AOJN 

For  you,  were  the  seasons  of  Advent  and  Christmas  filled  with  The  Spirit 
or  with  the  spirits  of  busy-ness,  frustration,  anxiety,  exhaustion? 

We  all  know  about  spirits.  At  play  there  is  the  spirit  of  the  game.  We  are 
in  good  spirits  when  happy,  or  in  high  spirits  when  excited  or  vivacious. 
There  in  also  "the  ole  college  spirit"  of  enthusiastic  loyalty.  Then  there  are 
bad  spirits  of  depression,  melancholia  or  hatred.  Alcohol  is  often  referred  to 
as  spirits.  There  are  many  spirits  that  are  a  part  of  our  lives. 

To  be  human  in  to  be  subject  to  actions  in  spirit.  Often  we  invite  this 
myriad  of  lesser  spirits  to  fill  us  and  thus  crowd  out  God's  Spirit.  Sometimes 
we  just  allow  ourselves  to  be  carried  away  by  the  spirit  of  the  moment, 
whatever  that  may  be.  And  for  some,  these  spirits  may  even  seem  to  cry  out 
against  The  Spirit  saying,  "What  have  you  to  do  with  me?" 

But  what  of  The  Spirit?  The  Spirit  of  God  that  breathes  through  all  of 
creation.  It  is  only  God's  Spirit  that  can  fill  us  with  love,  joy,  peace,  patience, 
kindness,  generosity,  faithfulness,  gentleness,  and  forbearance  —  these 
combine  to  form  true  compassion  for  each  other  and  love  of  all  God's  crea- 
tion. These  cannot  be  separated.  They  are  God's  gifts  of  the  Spirit  to  us.  Our 
task  is  to  recognize  the  presence  of  God's  Spirit  in  the  midst  of  our  busy  day. 

We  are  filled  with  the  breath  of  life  from  God  —  to  be  made  in  God's 
image  is  to  be  filled  with  Spirit.  To  maintain  our  life  in  The  Spirit,  we  must 
make  time  to  just  be  with  God  as  we  would  make  time  to  be  with  any  good 
friend.  We  need  to  make  the  space  inside  ourselves  to  allow  God's  Spirit  to 
work  in  us. 

One  way  to  do  this  is  to  sit  lovingly  in  God's  presence  a  part  of  each  day. 
When  we  fail  to  be  still,  to  be  quiet  and  listen  for  the  God  within,  we  risk 
allowing  the  lesser  spirits  to  take  over,  to  crowd  out  God's  Spirit. 

What  Spirit/spirits  fill  the  seasons  of  your  life?  God's  desire  is  to  be 
born  within  each  of  us  daily.  Take  time  each  day  to  empty  yourself  of 
spirits  in  order  to  be  filled  with  The  Spirit.  Epiphany  is  upon  us.  May 
God's  Spirit  so  fill  our  lives  that  the  Light  of  Christ's  Love  shows  through 
each  and  every  one. 

—  The  Spiritual  Corner  is  a  new  column  being  sponsored  by  the  diocesan  Spiritual 
Resource  Commission. 

A  Lenten  Quiet  Day 

February  19, 1998 
9:00  a.m.  -  4:00  p.m. 

The  Rev.  James  Cooke,  Jr.,  Retreat  Leader 

The  first  Quiet  Day  of  1998  will  be  led  by  the  Rev.  James  Cooke,  Jr., 
Rector  of  St.  Anne's,  Jacksonville.  He  brings  many  years  of  experience  as  a 
parish  priest  and  counselor.  The  Spiritual  resources  Commission  of  the 
diocese  offers  this  day  as  an  opportunity  to  enjoy  a  time  of  silence  and  prayer 
during  the  Lenten  season. 

The  schedule  for  the  day  includes  two  meditations,  Morning  and  Noonday 
Prayers  and  a  closing  Eucharist.  Spiritual  direction  will  also  be  available. 

You  may  register  by  calling  the  diocesan  house  at  919/522-0885.  The  $12 
registration  fee  includes  lunch. 

If  you  would  like  additional  time,  you  may  come  the  night  before.  Several 
rooms  will  be  available  and  you  may  reserve  one  by  calling  Jacque  Mason  at 
Trinity  Center,  9 1 9/247-5600. 


Convention  Theme 

Carried  Into  Lenten  Retreats 

"Behold,  I  make  all  things  new. " 

Sister  Monica,  from  the  Order  of  Julian  of  Norwich  (OJN),  will  be  the 
retreat  leader  for  both  the  1998  Clergy  Lenten  Retreat  and  the  Weekend  Lenten 
Retreat.  The  theme  for  both  retreats  will  be  the  same  as  the  that  of  our 
diocesan  convention:  "Behold,  I  make  all  things  new." 

A  contemplative  order,  the  Order  of  Julian  of  Norwich  is  located  in 
Waukesha,  Wisconsin.   Sister  Monica  came  to  the  order  from  St.  James' 
Episcopal  Church,  Wilmington,  four  years  ago. 

CLERGY  LENTEN  RETREAT 
MARCH  1-3,  1998 

The  retreat  will  begin  at  5:30  p.m.  on  Sunday  afternoon  and  will  end  with 
lunch  on  Tuesday.  In  addition  to  Sister  Monica,  the  Rev.  Matthew  Stockard, 
Rector  of  St.  Paul's,  Beaufort,  will  be  a  retreat  leader.  Each  day  will  be 
ordered  by  the  Daily  Offices.  Meditations  will  be  offered  Sunday  evening, 
Monday  and  Tuesday  mornings.  There  will  be  ample  time  for  silence  and 
reflection  as  well  as  opportunities  for  confession  and  /or  private  conversation 
with  the  retreat  leaders. 


REGISTRATION  FORM 

Clergy  Lenten  Retreat      March  1  -3 

The  retreat  costs  $115  including  room  and  meals.  To  register  return  this 
form  with  a  $20  deposit  to  Nancy  Craig,  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  P.O. 
Box  1336,  Kinston,  NC  28503.  Please  make  checks  payable  to  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina. 


Name 


Address: . 


Phone: 


WEEKEND  LENTEN  RETREAT 
MARCH  6-8,  1998 

The  retreat  will  begin  on  Friday  evening  at  5:30  p.m.  and  will  conclude  on 
Sunday  with  lunch.  Morning  Prayer,  noonday  Prayer  and  Compline  will 
provide  the  rhythm  for  each  day.  Sister  Monica  will  offer  meditations  on  the 
theme,  "Behold,  I  make  all  things  new."  There  will  be  time  to  walk  on  the 
beach,  read,  pray  and  reflect.  The  Rite  of  Reconciliation  and  spiritual_direction 
will  be  available. 


REGISTRATION  FORM 

Weekend  Lenten  Retreat     March  6-8 

The  retreat  costs  $115  including  room  and  meals.  To  register  return  this 
form  with  a  $20  deposit  to  Nancy  Craig,  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  P.O. 
Box  1336,  Kinston,  NC  28503.  Please  make  checks  payable  to  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina. 


Name 


Address: 


Phone: 
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OFFERING 

in  Our  Diocese  and  Beyond 


Second  Annual  East  Carolina  Religious  Arts  Festival, 

"Lift  High  the  Cross,"  in  Greenville,  NC.  Sponsored  by  the 
ECU  School  of  Music.  Clinicians  will  be  John  Horman  and 
David  Briggs.  For  more  information  call  Dr.  Janette  Fishell 
at  ECU  919/328-1261. 

Tenor  Perry  Smith  in  Concert  at  Christ  Church, 
New  Bern,  4  p.m. 

All-Bach  Benefit  Concert  presented  by  Janette  Fishell 
for  the  new  organ  project,  a  cooperative  venture  between 
St.  Paul's,  Greenville  and  ECU.  First  Presbyterian  Church, 
Greenville,  8  p.m. 

Diocesan  Choir  Rehearsal  to  prepare  for  diocesan 
convention  in  Fayetteville.  To  sing  at  the  opening  service, 
you  must  come  to  rehearsal.  St.  Patrick's  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  Fayetteville,  10  a.m. 

All-Bach  Benefit  Concert  presented  by  Janette  Fishell 
for  the  new  organ  project,  a  cooperative  venture  between 
St.  Paul's,  Greenville  and  ECU.  Zion  Episcopal  Church, 
Washington,  4  p.m. 

Diocesan  Choir  Rehearsal,  St.  Patrick's  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  Fayetteville,  5:30  p.m. 

Evensong  with  Schola  Cantorum  at  St.  Paul's 
in  the  Pines,  Fayetteville,  6  p.m. 

All-Bach  Benefit  Concert  presented  by  Janette  Fishell 
for  the  new  organ  project,  a  cooperative  venture  between 
St.  Paul's,  Greenville  and  ECU.  First  Presbyterian  Church, 
New  Bern,  4  p.m. 

Alleluia  Sunday  Evensong  by  the  Cecillia's  Choir 
and  the  women  of  the  St.  Paul's  Choir  at  St.  Paul's, 
Greenville,  5  p.m.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  service, 
the  choir  and  the  congregation  will  enact  the  ceremonial 
"burying"  of  the  Alleluia  that  will  reappear 
at  the  Easter  Vigil. 

The  Badgett  Sisters  sing  a  capella  gospel  and  regional  rap 
for  Fridays  at  St.  James,  Wilmington,  12:10  p.m.  followed 
by  lunch.  Make  reservations  for  lunch  by  calling 
910/763-1628. 


The  Joint  Commission  on  Liturgy  and  Music  sponsors  this  ongoing  calendar 
of  musical  offerings  available  to  all  in  our  diocese  and  beyond.  If  you  would  like 
to  have  events  in  your  parish  listed,  please  send  them  to  Mrs.  Betsy  Overton,  Rt.  1, 
Box  254,  Aulander,  NC  27805.  The  calendar  will  be  updated  with  each  edition 
of  Cross  Current. 
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It!  Calendar 


January 

Executive  Council,  9:30  am  23 

Deans'  Meeting  23 

Diocesan  Youth  Celebration,  St.  Timothy's,  Greenville  23-24 

St.  Paul's,  Greenville,  Vestry  Retreat  23-24 

St.  Mary's,  Kinston,  Vestry  Retreat  23-24 

St.  Stephen's,  Goldsboro,  Vestry  Retreat  23-24 
Trinity  Deanery  Meeting,  St.  Cyprian's,  New  Bern,  10:30  am  24 
Lower  Cape  Fear  Deanery  Meeting,  Church  of  the  Servant, 

Wilmington,  10  am  24 

Church  of  the  Servant,  Wilmington,  Vestry  Retreat  24-24 
Albemarle  Deanery  Meeting,  Christ  Church, 

Elizabeth  City,  3  pm  25 
Spiritual  Resources  Commission  Overnight,  Trinity  Center  25-26 

Trinity  Board  Meeting,  Trinity  Center,  10  am  27 

ECW  Board  Retreat  27-28 

Pamlico  Deanery  Meeting,  St.  Peter's,  Washington  29 

Christ  Church,  Elizabeth  City  Vestry  Retreat  30-2/ jd 

St.  John's,  Wilmington,  Vestry  Retreat  30-2/1 

St.  Philip's,  Southport,  Parish  Planning  30-2/1 
New  Beginnings  Board,  11  am-1  pm. 

Staff  Meeting  1  pm-3  pm,  Diocesan  House 
St.  Paul's,  Beaufort 

February 

St.  Thomas',  Oriental,  Women's  Retreat 
Youth  Commission  Retreat,  Trinity  Center 
Diocesan  Choir  Rehearsal,  St.  Patrick's  Roman  Catholic 

Church,  Fayetteville,  10:30  a.m.  7 
Diocesan  Choir  Rehearsal,  St.  Patrick's  Roman  Catholic 

Church,  Fayetteville,  5:30  p.m.  12 

Foundation  Board,  Holy  Trinity  Fayetteville,  12  pm  12 

115th  Diocesan  Convention,  Fayetteville  12-14 

Elderhostel  15-20 

Camp  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  10  am  19 

St.  James',  Wilmington,  Parish  Retreat  20-22 

Christ  Church,  New  Bern,  Parish  Retreat  27-3/1 

Happening  Board/Staff,  Diocesan  House  28 

Sharp  Building  Dedication,  Trinity  Center,  1:30  pm  28 


The  Bishop 's  Visitation  Schedule 

Jan.  18  St.  Thomas',  Ahoskie 

Jan.  25  Church  of  the  Advent,  Williamston 

Feb.  1  St.  Timothy's,  Greenville 

Feb.  8  St.  Andrew's,  Wilmington 

Feb.  15  Absalom  Jones  Service,  St.  Augustine's,  Kinston 

Feb.  22  Trinity,  Lumberton 

Upper  Cape  Fear  Deanery  Confirmation 
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Providence  Home  Offers  Adolescents  Shelter  from  the  Storm 


by  Alicia  Alford 

BRUNSWICK  COUNTY  —  Imparting  "divine 
direction"  in  the  stormy  teenage  and  adolescent  world 
may  seem  like  a  lofty  ideal,  but  the  founders  of 
Providence  Home  in  Brunswick  County  have  seen 
God's  guidance  at  work.  They  have  created  a  haven 
graced  by  His  guardianship. 

An  idea  born  at  St.  James1  the  Fisherman's  1995 
vestry  retreat,  the  Providence  Home,  which  opened  in 
September  1 997,  is  licensed  to  house  six  at  risk 
children  ranging  from  10  to  18  years-old. 

Reaching  beyond  the  Episcopal  Community 

To  move  from  a  retreat  vision  to  a  working 
ministry,  St.  James'  vestry  members  realized  that 
they  had  to  reach  beyond  the  Episcopal  community 
for  support.  Church  member  Nancy  Smith  and 
Deacon  Elizabeth  Buck  spearheaded  the  effort  to 
recruit  other  interested  parties. 

They  approached  local  churches  and  civic  clubs, 
sharing  their  vision  of  a  place  to  house  young  people 
who  were  not  already  in  trouble,  but  those  who, 


without  help,  would  be 
inclined  to  get  in  trouble. 
These  children  include 
run-aways,  adolescents 
with  crisis  situations  at 
home  and  teenagers  who 
just  need  a  "cool-down 
period"  with  their  parents. 

So  successful  were 
Buck  and  Smith's  efforts 
that  by  the  winter  of  1 996 
an  ecumenical  board  was 
formed  and  three  months 
later  the  "Sheltered 
Treasure,"  a  thrift  shop, 
was  opened  to  begin 
funding  the  ministry. 

"The  different 


Providence  home  where  teenagers  find  divine  guidance. 


churches  brought  different  pieces  to  the  project  and 
to  the  board,"  explains  Nancy  Smith.  "Everyone  on 
the  board  had  their  own  vision." 


By  the  end  of  its  first  year,  the  thrift  shop, 
located  in  Seaside,  a  small  town  between  Sunset 

iff  "Providence  Home"  con't  on  page  4 


Gift  Proves  "Dreams  Really  Do  Come  True" 


by  Alicia  Alford 

NEWTON  GROVE  —  Despite  the  driving  rain  on 
Thursday,  January  15,  "somewhere  over  the 
rainbow"  was  Newton  Grove,  North  Carolina. 
Thanks  to  a  generous  donor,  St.  Paul's,  Beaufort,  and 
the  Episcopal  Farmworkers  Ministry  (EFM),  young 
migrant  boys,  girls  and  expectant  mothers  learned 
that  "dreams  really  do  come  true." 

On  that  rainy  Thursday  afternoon,  the  Rev.  David 
Stout,  Assistant  Rector  of  St.  Paul's,  Beaufort,  and 
Mrs.  Donna  Getty,  a  St.  Paul's  member,  delivered 
new  children's  clothing  valued  at  over  $13,000  to  the 
Episcopal  Farmworkers  Ministry  (EFM). 

The  Episcopal  Farmworkers  Ministry,  co- 
sponsored  by  the  Dioceses  of  East  and  North 
Carolina,  is  an  outreach  ministry  to  migrant 
farmworkers.  With  farmworkers  averaging  a  $7,000 


income,  people  come  daily  asking  for  bare 
necessities.  New  clothing  is  an  anomaly. 

The  donation  was  made  by  Kyra  Moore,  former 
owner  of  "Over  the  Rainbow,"  a  high-end  children's 
clothing  store  in  Morehead  City. 

Having  recently  sold  the  store,  Moore  decided  to 
donate  the  remaining  inventory  to  charity.  In  search 
of  a  needy  recipient,  Moore  contacted  Stout  to  see  if 
St.  Paul's  could  use  the  clothes  for  any  of  the 
church's  ministries.  Stout  suggested  the  Episcopal 
Farm-workers  Ministry. 

Moore  had  met  Stout  only  once  at  "Festival  of 
the  Trees,"  a  Hospice  fund-raiser.  According  to 
Getty,  when  Moore  began  considering  a  charitable 
gift,  her  husband  recommended  contacting  "the 
Episcopal  priest  you  really  liked." 


"She  made  the  gift  because  of  David  Stout's 
charisma,"  says  Getty. 

Moore  donated  maternity  clothes,  coats  in  a 
spectrum  of  sizes  from  infant  to  6X,  dresses,  summer 
clothes,  shoes  and  sandals.  After  filling  a  van,  Stout 
and  Getty  drove  to  Newton  Grove  to  deliver  the 
gifts.  In  the  pouring  rain,  they  unloaded  the  apparel. 
When  they  finished,  the  small  EFM  trailer 
overflowed  with  new  clothing. 

"There  was  one  family  in  the  corner  when  we 
arrived,"  recounts  Stout.  "Their  eyes  were  getting 
bigger  and  bigger  as  the  clothes  kept  coming  and 
coming  out  of  the  van." 

"I  kept  thinking  of  the  thrill  some  little  girl  was 

%t  "Gift"  con't  on  page  4  ■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■ 
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provinces. 
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Bishop 


Drawing  Strength  From  Convention  Fellowship 


Dear  Sisters  and  Brothers  in  Christ, 

On  February  12,  our  annual  Diocesan 
Convention  will  begin  at  8  p.m.  with  a  festival 
celebration  of  the  Eucharist  at  St.  Patrick's 
Roman  Catholic  Church  in  Fayetteville,  to 
which  each  of  you  is  invited. 

For  115  years,  leaders  of  the  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina  have  gathered  faithfully  in 
convention  to  do  what  has  been  entrusted  to  us 
in  this  day:  to  worship  and  pray  together  as  a 
diocesan  family;  to  enjoy  fellowship;  to  deepen 
our  ties  to  one  another,  our  diocese  and  the 
larger  church;  to  take  the  actions  necessary  for 
the  ordering  and  direction  of  our  shared  life  and 
mission  in  the  year  to  come;  and  to  seek  God's 
will  for  us  in  this  moment  in  history.  In  all  our 
deliberations  and  actions,  our  aim  is  to  glorify 
God  and  to  do  all  that  lies  within  us  for  the 
spread  of  God's  reign. 

Through  our  time  together,  my  own  hope  is 
that  each  person  who  attends,  either  as  delegate 
or  visitor,  will  leave  the  convention  nourished 
by  word  and  sacrament,  with  a  refreshed, 
renewed  and  expanded  vision  of  our  larger  life 
and  witness  as  a  diocese.  Our  convention 
reaffirms  that  we  belong  to  one  another;  that  we 
make  one  another  stronger  through  our  shared 
life  and  witness  as  a  diocese. 

In  our  tradition  as  Anglican  and  Catholic 
Christians,  we  understand  that  the  diocese  is  the 
basic  unit  of  the  church.  Through  its  life  and 
witness,  the  diocese  expresses  the  fullness, 
diversity  and  catholicity  of  the  life  and  ministry 
of  the  church.  Symbolically,  the  office  of  bishop 
links  the  diocese  to  the  life  and  witness  of  the 
church  throughout  the  world. 

The  diocese  also  exists  to  support  and 
encourage  congregations  in  local  life  and 


ministry.  The  diocese  exists  to  proclaim  and 
remind  us  of  the  great  Good  News  of  Jesus  for 
every  congregation  and  for  every  human  being 
in  every  time  and  place:  You  are  loved  and  you 
are  not  alone. 

God  grant  that  we  may  all  draw  strength  and 
encouragement  for  our  common  life  and 
individual  ministries  as  baptized  persons 
through  our  time  at  this  convention.  May  it 
please  God  that  through  the  work  of 
convention,  our  diocesan  life  and  the  life  and 
mission  of  each  congregation  is  celebrated, 
energized  and  strengthened. 

Pray  that  the  Holy  Spirit  —  the  continuing 
presence  of  the  risen  Jesus  with  his  church  — 
will  be  with  us  to  guide,  comfort  and  cheer 
during  convention  and  in  the  days  and  year 
ahead. 


I  remain. 
Faithfully  yours, 


Clifton  Daniel,  3rd 
Bishop  of  East  Carolina 
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Ganando  Fuerzas  de  la  Comunion  en  la  Convention  Diocesana 

Traducido  por  Dorothy  Hodder 

Queridos  hermanos  y  hermanas  en  Cristo, 

A  las  ocho  de  la  noche  del  dia  12  de  febrero,  la  conversion  anual  del  diocesis  comenzara  con  la 
celebracion  de  la  misa  en  la  iglesia  Catolica  de  San  Patrick  en  Fayetteville.  Cada  uno  de  ustedes  es 
invitado  a  asistir.  Para  115  anos,  lideres  del  diocesis  del  este  de  Carolina  se  han  reunidos  fielmente  cada 
ano  en  convencion  para  orar  y  adorar  a  Dios  nuestro  Senor  juntos,  para  disfrutar  de  la  comunion  de  la 
familia  de  Dios,  para  unirse  el  uno  al  otro,  para  ordenar  los  negocios  de  la  iglesia  para  el  ano  siguiente,  y 
para  buscar  la  voluntad  de  Dios.  Nuestro  fin  en  todas  nuestras  discusiones  y  acciones  es  que  Dios  sea 
alabado  y  que  su  reino  sea  extendido. 

Durante  este  tiempo  juntos,  espero  que  cada  persona  que  asiste  sea  alimentado  por  la  palabra  de  Dios 
y  por  los  sacramentos,  y  que  regrese  a  casa  con  una  nueva  vision  de  la  vida  y  el  testimonio  del  diocesis. 
En  nuestra  convencion  afirmamos  de  nuevo  que  pertenecemos  el  uno  al  otro,  y  que  nuestra  vida  comun 
nos  da  fuerzas  para  seguir  la  obra  de  Dios. 

Nuestras  tradiciones  Anglicanas  y  Catolicas  nos  ensenan  que  el  diocesis  es  la  unidad  mas  basica  de  la 
iglesia.  La  vida  del  diocesis  muestra  la  plenitud,  la  diversidad,  y  el  catolicismo  de  la  iglesia.  El  oficio  del 
obispo  es  simbolo  de  la  union  del  diocesis  con  la  iglesia  mundial. 

El  diocesis  tambien  existe  para  ayudar  y  animar  a  las  congregaciones  en  sus  vidas  y  ministerios 
locales.  El  diocesis  existe  para  proclamar  las  buenas  nuevas  de  Jesucristo  para  cada  ser  humano:  que  Dios 
nos  ama  y  nunca  nos  abandonara. 

Dios  permite  que  durante  esta  convencion  todos  obtengamos  animas  para  nuestra  vida  comun  y  para 
nuestros  ministerios  individuates.  Si  Dios  quiere,  la  vida  del  diocesis  y  la  mision  de  cada  iglesia  sera 
celebrada  y  fortalecida  por  medio  del  trabajo  de  la  convencion. 

Les  ruego  que  oren  que  el  Espiritu  Santo,  la  presencia  del  Cristo  resucitado  con  su  iglesia,  sea  con 
nosotros  para  guiar,  consolar,  y  animar  durante  la  convencion  y  en  el  ano  que  viene. 

Fielmente, 


Clifton  Daniel,  tercero 

Obispo  del  diocesis  del  este  de  Carolina 


Registration  Opens  for  Summer  Sound  to  Sea  Day  Camp 


Trinity  Center  s  Summer  Sound  to  Sea  Day  Camp 
is  now  accepting  registrations  from  Episcopalians. 

Rising  first  through  sixth  graders  are  invited 
to  explore  Trinity  Center's  five  barrier  island 
habitats  during  the  summer  day  camp.  Week-long 
sessions  operate  from  9:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m.  daily. 
Weekly  session  costs  $75  and  runs  from  June  8 
through  August  7. 

Two  "mini-sessions"  will  operate  from  August  3-7. 
Minil  will  operate  from  9:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m. 
and  costs  $55.  Mini2  will  operate  from  9:00  a.m. 
to  12  noon  and  costs  $30.  Rising-kindergarteners 
are  welcome  during  Mini2. 


To  enroll  a  child,  please  complete  the  registration  form 
and  return  it  and  the  fee  to  Trinity  Center,  P.O.  Drawer 
380,  Salter  Path,  NC  28575.  Please  make  checks  payable 
to  Trinity  Center.  For  more  information,  contact  Barbara 
Jo  (B.J.)  White  at  919/247-5600. 

Sound  to  Sea  Summer  Day  Camp  Registration 

Child's  Name:  

Parent's  Name:  

Address:  


Home  Phone:  _ 
Beach  Phone:  _ 
Home  Church: 


Grade  Entering  Fall  '97: 


Session  Preference  (list  dates): 

1  st  choice:  

2nd  choice:  

3rd  choice:  


*  list  names  of  other  campers 
coming  with  your  camper: 


If  your  address  will  be  different  2  weeks  prior  to  or  during  the  session, 
please  note.   

(Please  photocopy  and  enlarge  the  registration  form.  Please  complete  one  fo. 


Sessions: 
Jun  8-12 
Jun  15-19 
Jun  22-26 
Jun  29-Jul  3 
Jul  6-10 

-  Jul  13-17 

-  Jul  20-24 
Jul  27-31 

Aug  3-5/Minil&2 

each  child.) 


Deployment  Officer 
Joins  Diocesan  Staff 

KINSTON  —  On  January  1,  Mr.  Bruce  E. 
Nolin  became  the  newest  member  of  the 
diocesan  team.  Serving  as  Assistant  to  the 
Bishop  For  Deployment,  Nolin  will  work 
primarily  out  of  his  home  in  Kill  Devil  Hills, 
traveling  to  Kinston  and  around  the  diocese 
as  needed. 

Nolin,  a  member  of  St.  Andrew's  by  the 
Sea,  Nags  Head,  joins  the  staff  with  a  wealth 
of  experience  in  teaching  and  consulting. 

He  is  the  current  president  and  eight-year 
member  of  the  Quality  Mutual  Ministry 
Institute,  Inc.  which  specializes  in  church 
revitalization,  conflict  resolution,  mutual 
ministry  teambuilding  and  interim 
consulting.  A  member  of  the  Congregations 
and  Development  Committees  in  both  East 
Carolina  and  Southern  Virginia,  Nolin  has 
consulted  with  church  organizations  in  the 
Dioceses  of  Southern  Virginia,  East 
Carolina,  and  Quincy;  and  the  East  Virginia 
Presbytery. 

Since  1995,  Nolin  has  served  as  a  trainer 
for  the  Interim  Ministry  Network  (IMN)  and 
since  1996,  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Network's  Research  and  Development 
Committee.  He  designed,  developed  and 
currently  presents  a  three-stage  church 
consultant  training  course  for  IMN. 

Nolin  has  20  years  of  experiential  design 
experience.  He  served  as  a  curriculum  design 
and  instructor  training  officer  at  the  U.S. 
Navy  Human  Resource  Management  School 
for  four  years.  He  taught  for  three  years  as 
an  assistant  professor  at  Commonwealth 
College  in  Virginia  Beach. 

Nolin  is  active  in  youth  ministry  and  is 
presently  serving  on  the  Diocesan  Youth 
Commissions  in  Southern  Virginia  and  East 
Carolina.  He  also  serves  on  the  Happening 
staff  for  both  dioceses  and  is  an  advisor  to 
the  youth  advisors  at  St.  Andrew's  by  the 
Sea,  Nags  Head. 

"He  can  really  make  a  difference.  I  wish 
we'd  used  him  sooner,"  says  Dr.  Allen 
Hornthal,  a  member  of  St.  Paul's,  Edenton, 
where  the  search  committee  recently  engage 
Nolin 's  help. 
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Executive  Council  Forwards  '98  Budget  to  Convention 

by  Alicia  Alford 


Dr.  Allen  Hornthal,  chair  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  presented  a  balanced  budget  to  the 
Executive  Council  on  January  23.  After  making 
one  change,  the  Executive  Council  approved  the 
budget  for  a  vote  at  the  diocesan  convention. 

The  $1,760,625  budget  includes  close  to 
$60,000  in  new  pledges.  While  at  first  glance  this 
is  encouraging,  Hornthal  pointed  out  that  it 
represents  only  a  half  percent  increase. 

The  budget  draws  $342,000  from  Foundation 
funds  (stocks  held  through  gifts  made  to  the 
diocese)  to  support  the  budget.  This  figure 
represents  almost  7%  of  the  funds  available  from 
the  Foundation. 

Hornthal  reported  that  a  few  years  ago  the 
Finance  Committee  was  committed  to  reducing  by 
10%  a  year  the  diocese's  dependency  on 
Foundation  funds  to  support  the  operating  budget. 
At  one  point,  he  said,  the  diocese  was  almost  down 
to  zero,  but  recently  had  begun  heading  the  other 
way.  He  explained  the  trend  by  citing  the  strong 
performance  of  the  stock  market  (the  foundation 
corpus  equals  approximately  $8  million)  and  the 
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Beach  and  Ocean  Isle,  contributed  its  $32,000 
profit  to  the  establishment  of  the  Home. 

By  1997,  all  the  pieces  began  to  fall  together. 
In  the  spring  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  gave  the 
Family  Emergency  Teen  Shelter,  as  it  was  then 
called,  $7,500.  In  July  1997,  the  United  Thank 
Offering  of  the  Episcopal  Church  granted  the 
Home  $28,500.  Grants  were  also  received  from 
the  Roman  Catholic  and  Methodist  Churches. 
Today  sixteen  different  churches  and  county-wide 
civic  organizations  support  the  budget  for 
Providence  Home. 

"The  beauty  of  the  ministry,"  says  the  Rev. 
Dick  Warner,  Rector  of  St.  James'  the  Fisherman, 
"is  the  ecumenical  nature.  It's  a  laity-driven 
ministry." 

Finding  a  home 

Not  long  after  the  finances  began  to  fall  in 
place,  a  house  was  found  to  hold  the  ministry. 
With  few  large  houses  in  the  county,  the  one  found 
was  a  treasure. 

Built  in  1926  by  Dr.  J.  Arthur  Dosher  who 
started  the  hospital  in  Southport,  the  three-story 
house  originally  served  as  both  hospital  and  home. 
In  more  recent  years,  it  housed  a  bed  and 
breakfast,  for  which  six  bathrooms  were  added. 
Because  it  was  built  for  a  family,  explains  Smith, 
it  has  a  warm,  homey  atmosphere  providing  just 
the  needed  environment. 

By  August  1997,  hundreds  of  people  from  all 
walks  of  life  gathered  at  Providence  Home  for  the 
dedication.  In  unison  the  gathered  crowd  placed 
their  hands  on  the  house  and  blessed  it. 

With  two  sets  of  house  parents  in  place, 
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growth  of  the  diocese's  outreach  ministries.  The 
$342,000  being  drawn  from  the  Foundation 
represents  approximately  75%  of  the  $678,465 
budgeted  for  "Mission  Outside  Ourselves." 

The  amount  budgeted  for  "Mission  Outside 
Ourselves"  represents  39%  of  the  budget,  a  two 
percent  increase  over  last  year  and  a  step  closer  to  a 
budget  which  allocates  50%  for  giving  outside  the 
diocese  and  50%  for  ministries  within  the  diocese. 

New  items  added  to  the  budget  include  a  line 
item  for  Aids  Ministry,  an  addition  requested  by 
Bishop  Daniel.  The  $1,400  will  fund  scholarships 
for  persons  living  with  AIDS  and  their  caregivers 
to  attend  a  conference  at  Kanuga.  The  Rev.  Carrie 
Craig,  who  works  with  AIDS  patients  and  their 
caregivers  at  Pitt  Memorial  Hospital  in  Greenville, 
will  head  this  new  ministry. 

The  Executive  Council  voted  to  add  $  1 ,000  for 
continuing  education  for  laity.  This  line  item  is 
included  under  training  for  ministry. 

Outside  the  operating  budget,  funding  for  three 
separate  items  is  being  requested  of  the  Foundation 
Board.  The  bishop  has  asked  that  $17,500  be  used 


Providence  Home  opened  its  doors  in  September 
1997.  Five  children  spent  the  first  night  and  it  has 
been  full  with  six  ever  since. 

Offering  divine  guidance 

Inside  the  Home  is  where  the  real  story  of  this 
ministry  takes  place. 

A  pair  of  siblings  were  among  the  first  children 
admitted  to  Providence  Home.  Because  of 
problems  at  home,  they  had  nowhere  to  go. 

While  at  the  Home,  teenagers  follow  a  strict 
evening  schedule:  a  9:30  snack,  followed  by 
facewashing  and  teeth-brushing,  then  bed-time.  On 
one  occasion  when  a  little  girl  started  to  brush  her 
teeth,  she  began  to  cry. 

Worried  that  she  was  frightened,  the  house 
mother  inquired  as  to  what  was  wrong.  Through 
tears,  the  little  girl  replied,  "It's  wonderful  to  have 
someone  care  enough  about  me  to  tell  me  to  go  to 
bed." 

Later  that  night,  when  she  was  tucked  into  bed, 
she  cried  again. 

"The  kids  that  come  to  Providence  House," 
explains  Smith,  "are  happy  to  be  there.  They  are 
grateful  for  a  home-cooked  meal,  for  someone 
waking  them  up,  for  going  to  church  on  Sundays. 
It  is  incredible  what  has  happened  here." 

The  children  find  their  way  to  Providence 
Home  through  churches,  social  services,  and  the 
sheriff's  office.  Once  there,  they  find  a  loving, 
nurturing  environment.  They  find  adults  offering 
God's  divine  guidance  through  human 
hands. 
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to  hire  a  consulting  firm  to  facilitate  the  long  range 
planning  process  for  the  diocese.  The  Retirement 
Facility  Feasibility  Committee  has  requested  up  to 
$50,000  to  pay  consultants.  The  Department  of 
Congregations  and  Development  has  asked  for 
$14,000  over  a  three  year  period  to  join  PERCEPT, 
a  partnership  for  demographic  research  and 
ministry  preferences.  PERCEPT  is  not  limited  to 
the  building  of  new  churches,  but  also  looks  at  the 
revitalization  of  existing  churches. 

In  other  budgetary  concerns,  Ms.  Jane  Wynne, 
Assistant  to  the  Bishop  for  Finance  and 
Administration,  announced  that  the  Foundation  had 
approved  raising  the  total  amount  of  the  Creative 
Christian  Stewardship  funds  granted  for  1998  to 
$100,000.  The  Creative  Christian  Stewardship 
grants  are  awarded  bi-annually  to  worthy 
organizations  within  the  diocese.  Organizations 
need  not  be  affiliated  with  the  Episcopal  Church  to 
apply.  Applications  are  made  through  the  deanery 
councils. 
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EFM  Director  Keith  Merritt  and  Fr.  David  Stout 
pause  from  unloading  clothes  to  the  ministry. 


going  to  have  in  her  new  Easter  dress,"  says 
Getty.  "I  would  have  loved  to  have  seen 
someone  receive  those  clothes." 

"It  was  a  wonderful  gift,"  reports  EFM 
Director  Keith  Merritt.  "It  is  remarkable  to 
have  new  clothes.  Many  of  these  people  have 
had  only  hand-me-downs  since  they  left 
Mexico,  Guatemala,  or  Nicaragua. 

"It  is  hard  to  explain  how  much  it  means  to 
have  such  beautiful,  fine  clothes,  especially  for 
the  girls.  These  are  children  growing  up  in 
camps." 

Despite  his  obvious  appreciation,  Merritt 
makes  a  point  to  say  that  he  does  not  want  to 
discourage  gifts  of  other  good,  functional 
clothing.  The  clothes  need  not  be  new  to  be 
useful  and  appreciated. 

The  clothes  are  being  distributed  by  Fr. 
Tony  Rojas  and  his  wife  Lucia  in  conjunction 
with  church  services  and  as  they  travel  around 
the  different  migrant  camps. 

"I  think  it  is  wonderful  that  the  clothes  are 
being  distributed  as  part  of  this  growing 
ministry,"  says  Merritt.  "Fr.  Tony  brings  the 
Gospel,  clothes  and  friendship  to  the 
farmworkers." 
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Construction  Completed  on  The  Bishop's  Chapel 

by  Bets  Borries  Crean 


On  May  16,  in  conjunction  with  the  blessing 
of  the  new  construction  at  the  diocesan  house. 
Bishop  Daniel  will  also  consecrate  the  new 
chapel.  The  chapel  is  a  product  of  the  design  of 
the  noted  liturgical  architect.  Terry  Eason  of 
Chapel  Hill.  Mr.  Eason"s  design  retains  the  peaked 
ceiling  of  the  original  building  and  includes  the 
addition  of  an  apse  where  the  bishop's  chair  and 
crozier  will  be  placed. 

The  chapel  is  part  of  the  recent  expansion  and 
construction  at  Diocesan  Headquarters  which 
includes  new  office  and  conference  space.  The 
idea  for  inclusion  of  a  chapel  came  from  Bishop 
Daniel  himself  and  is  a  result  of  money  realized 
from  the  sale  of  property  in  Greenville  which  was 
willed  to  the  diocese  by  Anice  Tripp.  Bishop 
Daniel  said  in  a  recent  interview  that  he  thought  at 
least  a  part  of  the  money  should  be  put  into  a 
memorial  to  Mrs.  Tripp  and  thus  the  chapel 
became  a  reality  when  the  Executive  Council 
approved  the  memorial  in  the  Spring  of  1997. 

The  chapel  has  a  seating  capacity  of  50  and 
will  be  called  simply  "The  Bishop's  Chapel." 
Bishop  Daniel  has  said  that  it  will  incorporate  "a 


regular  pattern  of  daily  prayers  and  worship." 
Already  on  many  weekdays,  Noonday  Prayers  are 
said.  In  addition,  the  Bishop  will  be  using  the 
chapel  for  special  services  which  are  frequently 
performed  at  the  diocesan  headquarters  such  as 
the  reception  of  clergy  and  communicants  from 
other  communions  and  the  occasional 
confirmation. 

The  chapel  also  provides  a  liturgical  space  for 
worship  for  the  many  meetings  occurring  at  the 
diocesan  headquarters.  The  first  Eucharist  was 
held  in  the  chapel  on  January  23  when  the 
Executive  Council  gathered  to  worship  prior  to 
their  quarterly  meeting.  In  the  future  a  regular 
schedule  of  celebrations  of  the  Holy  Eucharist 
will  be  established  and  published. 

Memorial  gifts  to  furnish  the  chapel  are  still 
needed  particularly:  chapel  chairs,  a  large  oriental 
rug,  the  Bishop's  chair,  a  large  cross  and  stained 
glass  windows.  If  you  would  like  to  make  a 
memorial  gift,  please  contact  Bishop  Daniel's 
office. 

—  Bets  and  David  Crean  are  members  of  St.  Paul's,  Greenville. 


 *  

Top  right: 

Apse  exterior  under  construction. 
Bottom  right: 

Apse  exterior  nears  completion. 
Right: 

Completed  apse  interior.  The  Bishop  s 
chair  and  crozier  will  reside  here. 


Bottom  left: 

Chapel  interior. 


photos  by  David  Crean 
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Upper  Cape  Fear  Deanery  Welcomes  Visitors 


compiled  by  Hal  Broadfoot 

"They  will  know  we  are  Christians  by  our 
love,  by  our  love."  The  words  of  that  familiar 
song  will  ring  true  for  visitors  to  the  Upper  Cape 
Fear  Deanery.  From  historic  downtown  churches 
to  rural  congregations,  the  churches  of  the  deanery 
offer  Christian  hospitality  to  visitors  and 
neighbors  alike.  Through  numerous  outreach 
ministries,  they  offer  compassion  and  hope. 
Through  active  parish  programs,  they  offer 
fellowship  and  Christian  community. 

As  the  deanery  welcomes  delegates,  alternates 
and  visitors  to  the  1 1 5th  diocesan  convention,  it 
also  welcomes  you  to  take  a  glimpse  inside  their 
church  doors. 

Christ  Church  -  Hope  Mills 

The  Rev.  Donald  E.  Overton,  Rector 

We  are  an  historic  mill  town  parish  that 
continues  to  serve  working  families  through 
ministries  of  healing,  education  and  service. 
Christ  Episcopal  Church  is  a  founding  partner  of 
ALMS  HOUSE,  a  cooperative  project  of  13 
churches.  We  provide  food,  clothing  and  help  with 
utilities  to  the  homeless  and  poor.  Recent  outreach 
missions  include  a  thrift  shop,  quarterly  breakfasts 
for  the  needy  and  an  ingathering  and  distribution 
of  food  and  goods  to  area  homeless  shelters  and 
ministries  that  help  the  needy.  Sherry  Tabb 

Good  Shepherd  -  Fayetteville 

The  Rev.  William  Hemingway,  Rector 

Good  Shepherd  is  such  a  small  friendly  parish 
that  we  feel  like  a  family  and  we  try  to  make 
visitors  feel  at  home,  too.  On  an  average  Sunday, 
we  might  have  just  nineteen  parishioners  come  to 
worship.  But,  our  small  size  doesn't  stop  us  from 
being  strong  in  our  community.  Our  food  pantry, 
our  meals  outreach  program  and  our  welcoming 
spirit  make  us  known  as  a  compassionate 
neighbor.  Cheryl  Pipman 

Holy  Trinity  -  Fayetteville 

The  Rev.  Ronald  G.  Abrams,  Rector;  The  Rev. 
Martha  A.  Honaker,  Associate  Rector;  The  Rev. 
Grayson  L.  Carter,  Assistant  Rector;  The  Rev. 
David  Davis,  Deacon 

Founded  in  1951,  Holy  Trinity  has  grown 
from  an  initial  congregation  of  less  than  50  to  a 
parish  numbering  over  700.  Seeking  to  live  out  its 
motto,  "Come  in  to  worship,  go  out  to  serve,"  the 
parish  is  actively  involved  with  regular 
Wednesday  and  Sunday  worship,  numerous  other 
opportunities  for  alternative  worship,  and  an 
abundance  of  outreach  activity.  Holy  Trinity 
supports  outreach  ministry  through:  Fayetteville 
Urban  Ministry;  the  Care  Clinic;  Contact;  Newton 
Grove  Migrant  Ministry;  St.  Joseph's  breakfast 
ministry;  mission  trips  to  our  companion  diocese 
of  Puerto  Rico;  sponsoring  over  30  families  at 
Thanksgiving,  Christmas  and  Easter;  Habitat  for 
Humanity;  and  a  new  program  providing  supplies 
and  tutors  after  school  for  the  Hay-Branson 
Bridges  program.  Tom  Holt 


St.  Christopher's  -  Elizabethtown 

The  Rev.  Lloyd  Fonvielle,  Interim  Rector 

Located  in  Elizabethtown,  St.  Christopher's  is 
the  first  and  only  Anglican  Church  in  Bladen 
County.  Even  though  we  were  established  in  1978, 
we  have  a  long  history  of  worship  and  service. 
Our  church  grew  out  of  St.  Gabriel's  in  Faison, 
which  was  established  in  1878. Our  active  ECW 
leads  our  outreach.  We  work  with  our  county 
Social  Services  agency  and  with  local  nursing 
homes.  Betty  Bradley 

St.  John's  -  Fayetteville 

The  Rev.  David  M.  Chamberlain,  Rector;  The  Rev. 
William  M.  Brock,  Associate  Rector 

Located  in  downtown  Fayetteville,  the  900 
member  congregation  of  St.  John's  seeks  to 
proclaim  the  Word  of  God  and  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  through  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  In  a 
traditional  setting,  we  meet  the  spiritual  needs  of  a 
diverse  congregation  in  six  weekly  services.  We 
offer  opportunities  for  fellowship  and  spiritual 
growth  through  our  Wednesday  night  dinners, 
Sunday  School,  Lenten  Bible  Study  and  foyers 
program  and  through  participation  in  EYC,  ECW 
and  Altar  Guild.  In  service  to  our  Lord  we  actively 
participate  in  and  support  outreach  ministries  such 
as  our  Preschool  Program,  the  Salvation  Army, 
Operation  Inasmuch,  The  Care  Clinic,  St.  Joseph's 
breakfast  program  and  Thompson  Children's 

Home.  Catherine  Pollard 

St.  Joseph's  -  Fayetteville 

The  Rev.  Augustine  Joseph,  Rector 

On  the  same  site  for  100  years,  we  are  not  only 
an  historic  downtown  landmark,  but  also  a  door  of 
hope  to  the  community  as  well  as  to  the  people  we 
feed  spiritually,  educationally  and  physically 
throughout  the  year.  Our  beautiful  church's 
exterior  matches  the  beautiful  sharing  spirit  of 
God's  people  within.  Dozens  of  the  homeless  and 
low-income  people  enter  our  doors  daily  to  be 
served  breakfast  by  our  members  and  friends.  The 
assistance  of  our  sister  churches  in  this  outreach 
makes  our  breakfast  program  truly  a  community 

outreach.  Gwendolyn  Hodges 

St.  Paul's  -  Clinton 

The  Rev.  Pamela  Stringer,  Interim  Rector 

St.  Paul's,  Clinton  sits  at  the  heart  of  Sampson 
County  and  ministers  to  Episcopalians  and 
Lutherans  in  a  two  county  area.  Our  church's 
diversity  is  found  in  its  members  who  farm,  teach, 
own  businesses  and  work  in  health  fields.  We  have 
an  on-going  relationship  with  U-Care,  a  domestic 
violence  center,  the  county  Crisis  Center  and 
Prison  Fellowship  Ministry.  We  strive  to  support 
the  agencies  and  institutions  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  both  nationally  and  within  this  diocese,  as 
well  as  the  needs  of  our  community. 

St.  Paul's  in  the  Pines  -  Fayetteville 

The  Rev.  Lucy  B.  Talbott,  Rector 

Our  welcoming  open  arms  have  come  to 
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OF  THE  UPPER  CAPE  FEAR, 
MANY  PARTS-  ONE  BODY 


identify  St.  Paul 
Pines  over  the  h 
years.  We  are  al 
becoming  know 
reaching  out  to 
greater 
Fayetteville 
through  our 
HIV/AIDS 
ministry  and 
Cumberland 
Interfaith 
Hospitalit 
y  Network 

homeless  ministry.  Our  mission  statement  is  as 
follows:  "As  a  diverse  family,  we  seek  and  serve 
God  through  joyful  worship,  love  and  respect  for 
creation,  promotion  of  social  justice  and  growth 

into  the  image  of  Christ.  Sarah  Goodwin 

Trinity  -  Lumberton 

The  Rev.  Gary  Noteboom,  Rector 

Trinity  Lumberton  is  an  active  parish  of 
approximately  100  families  offering  many 
opportunities  for  spiritual  growth.  Trinity's 
outreach  includes  a  thrift  shop  whose  proceeds 
support  community  services.  We  have  adopted  a 
local  public  school  where  volunteers  assist  in  each 
classroom.  In  addition,  we  provide  a  food  pantry, 
give  Christmas  gifts  to  children  of  prisoners  and 
provide  a  noontime  Advent  cultural  arts  program 

for  the  community.  Ruth  Saunders 


Diocesan  Stewardship 
Conference 

SB  lllflr  "r^T^lr 

arch  13-14 
Trinity  Center 


Featuring  The  Rev.  Hugh  Magers, 
Director  of  the  Office  of  Evangelism 
at  the  Episcopal  Church  Center, 

as  the  Keynote  Speaker 
His  Topic:  "Maslow  Meets  Jesus" 


Reservations  being  accepted  now 
for  CLERGY,  WARDENS 
AND  STEWARDSHIP  CHAIRPERSONS. 

To  register,  call  Jimi  Paderick 
at  the  diocesan  house:  1/888-622-4778. 


Cr*ss  G 


urrenT 


FEBRUARY  1998 


Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry  Reaches  Goals  for  '91  and  Looks  to  '98 


by  Judy  Castronova  and  Susan  Husson 

1997  proved  to  be  a  challenging  year  for 
Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry.  Two  of  the  three  part- 
time  paid  staff  people  were  in  new  positions,  and 
major  program  changes  were  put  in  place  by  our 
affiliate.  Episcopal  Migration  Ministries.  The  ghosts 
of  three  hurricanes  lingered  in  East  Carolina, 
interfering  with  sponsorship  development  efforts. 
When  the  tally  was  made  in  late  December,  however, 
the  results  matched  our  goals.  Forty-one  Bosnians 
were  reunited  with  family  members. 

New  Bern  was  the  busiest  resettlement  center, 
with  six  cases  —  a  total  of  16  new  residents,  and  our 
first  refugee  dog!  (Cross  Current,  May  1997.) 
Sponsoring  churches  were  Trinity  United  Methodist; 
Neuse  Forest  Presbyterian  with  the  help  of  Ebenezer 
Presbyterian  and  West  New  Bern  Presbyterian;  First 
Presbyterian;  First  Baptist  and  Christ  Episcopal. 

This  was  the  second  sponsorship  for  First 
Presbyterian  Church,  who  sponsored  a  family  of  four 
in  1995.  They  promised  that  they  would  also  sponsor 
the  parents  of  either  the  wife  or  husband.  They  made 
good  on  their  promise  on  April  7. 

Christ  Episcopal  Church,  amazingly,  took  on  the 
responsibility  of  their  eighth  refugee  family,  a  family 
of  four. 

Wilmington  came  alive  with  the  arrival  of  four 
families  —  eight  people.  Sponsors  were  Church  of 
the  Servant  with  the  help  of  the  Unitarian 
Universalist  Church;  St.  John's  Episcopal;  St.  Paul's 
Episcopal;  and  Myrtle  Grove  Presbyterian  Churches. 
St.  John's  and  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Churches  both 
sponsored  for  the  second  time. 

Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry  also  entered  into  a 
contract  with  Lutheran  Immigration  and  Refugee 
Services  to  monitor  an  asylum  case  in  Wilmington. 
Board  member  Betty  Klemm  assisted  in  the  asylee's 
case  management  and  provided  volunteer  services 
above  and  beyond  our  expectations. 

Three  refugee  families  who  arrived  in  1 995  were 
in  our  spotlight  last  year.  We  rejoiced  when  two  of 
these  families  purchased  homes:  the  Karics  and  the 
Karabegovics.  (Cross  Current,  June  1997.)  Sadly,  in 
May,  we  mourned  the  untimely  loss  of  Zeljko 
Ninkovic,  who  left  behind  a  widow  and  two  young 
sons. 

Goldsboro  graciously  received  two  new  families 
—  six  people.  They  were  sponsored  by  St.  Luke's 
United  Methodist  and  Salem  United  Methodist 
Churches. 

Edenton,  the  home  of  our  late  board  member 
Snooky  Bond,  welcomed  two  families  —  three 
people.  Snooky,  who  died  early  last  year,  participated 
in  the  refugee  ministry  until  the  end.  Her  parting  gift 
to  our  organization  was  the  development  of  a  sponsor 
for  the  relatives  of  a  family  sponsored  by  her  church, 
St.  Paul's,  in  1995.  Edenton  United  Methodist  Church 
said  yes.  Edenton  Baptist  Church  also  was  a  sponsor 
for  1997. 

First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Mount  Olive 
and  White  Oak  Church  of  God  in  Bogue  each 
sponsored  a  family  of  four  people. 

Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry  receives  funding 
from  the  federal  and  state  governments.  Last  year 
marked  the  beginning  of  major  program  changes 
which  specified,  for  the  first  time,  how  the  funds  are 
to  be  spent. 


A  DAY 

AT  THE  BEACH: 

The  Omerovic  family 
visits  Interfaith  Refugee 
Ministry  Board  Member 
Betty  Klemm  at  her 
home  in  Wrightsville 
Beach.  On  the  far  right 
is  Baki  Karabegovic, 
another  refugee, 
who  lives  in  Wilmington. 


Beginning  in  1997,  the  funds  received  from  the 
Early  Employment  Program,  a  matching  grant 
program,  can  only  be  used  on  employment-related 
activities  during  the  refugees'  first  three  months  in 
this  country.  With  stricter  matching  grant 
stipulations,  the  ministry's  operational  and 
administrative  costs  were  no  longer  covered  by  grant 
money.  Overnight,  the  ministry's  budgetary  needs 
more  than  doubted.  For  the  first  time,  fund-raising 
ideas  became  a  topic  of  board  meetings. 

Refugees  and  sponsors,  however,  have  directly 
benefited  from  the  changes.  Though  more  tightly 
regulated,  more  funds  are  being  disbursed. 

Transportation  grants  to  help  purchase  cars,  car 
insurance  and  for  driver's  education  are  now 
available.  Early  employment  bonuses  are  offered  and 
emergency  grant  money  is  usually  available  for 
churches  that  run  short  of  funds. 

Although  funding  will  continue  to  be  a  subject  of 
concern,  the  Board  of  the  Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry 
believes  that  God  will  provide,  as  He  has  done  in  the 
past.  The  board  has  seen  His  hand  on  this  ministry  in 
remarkable  ways.  Without  soliciting,  the  ministry 
received  a  surprise  donation  of  $2 1 0.93  in  August 
from  Smith  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Mount  Olive.  (Cross  Current,  November  1997.)  In 
the  midst  of  transition  and  uncertainty,  the  board  is 
encouraged. 

The  ministry's  goal  for  1998  is  again  40 
refugees.  With  God's  help  and  yours,  they  will 
achieve  their  goals  and  meet  their  financial 
commitments. 


Interfaith  Refugee 

Ministry 


Judith  Castranova 

Diocesan  Refugee  Coordinator 
(919)  633-9009  •  FAX:  (919)  633-9354 


Susan  Husson 

Case  Manager 
(919)  638-8705  •  FAX:  (919)  638-7570*51 


The  Homeless  Perspective 

The  night  is  still  and  holds  much  fear 
For  those  who  sleep  in  the  open  air. 
No  one  else  will  know  the  pain 
Of  those  who  sleep  and  feel  the  rain. 

Some  who  have  means  accuse  the  poor 
Not  seeking  opportunity  door  to  door: 
But  they,  in  fact,  don't  understand 
The  plight  of  one  single  homeless  man. 

The  system  itself  needs  to  know  — 
For  these  United  States  to  grow, 
An  equal  chance  must  be  for  all 
Regardless  of  race,  big  or  small. 

But  to  those  who  care  enough 
To  realize  life  is  sometimes  tough  — 
Who  give  to  help  the  ones  in  need: 
God  won't  forget  their  kindly  deeds. 

God  will  remember  too  the  mind 
That's  insensitive,  callous,  and  unkind 
And  always  speaks  against  the  poor, 
Whom  Jesus  loves  still  more  and  more. 

—  The  Rev.  Augustine  Joseph 

EDITOR'S  NOTE: 

Below  is  an  excerpt  from  the  cover  letter 
which  accompanied  the  above  poem.  The  letter 
was  written  by  Mary  S.  Hendrickson,  Executive 
Director  of  The  Homeless  Project.  Fr.  Joseph  is 
the  rector  of  St.  Joseph's,  Fayetteville. 

"Father  Joseph  is  such  a  modest  person  that  I 
believe  most  people  who  know  him,  even  within 
the  church,  are  unaware  of  the  extent  of  his 
talents  or  the  intensity  of  his  devotion  to 
disenfranchised  persons." 
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From  the  Corners 

On  November  9,  the  Trinity  Deanery 

presented  29  people  to  the  bishop  during  the 
first  deanery  confirmation  which  was  held  at  St. 
Paul's,  Beaufort.  Though  Bishop  Daniel  has  said 
that  the  confirmations  are  not  about  numbers, 
Dean  Bonnie  Clarke  feels  that  such  a  response 
from  a  deanery  that  has  struggled  for  several 
years  over  a  lack  of  vision  and  cohesiveness  is 
quite  significant.  "It  also  shows  strong  support 
for  Bishop  Daniel  and  a  willingness  to  adapt  to 
new  ways  of  doing  things  in  the  diocese,"  wrote 
Clarke  in  a  memo. 

Regarding  the  deanery's  future,  the  Deanery 
Evaluation  Committee  has  recommended  to  the 
Executive  Council  that  no  change  be  made  in  the 
boundaries  of  the  Trinity  Deanery. 

Two  organizations  within  the  deanery 
received  fall  Creative  Christian  Stewardship 
Grants.  They  are:  the  MERCI  Clinic  in  New  Bern 
receiving  $6,000;  and  St.  Cyprian's  in  New  Bern 
receiving  $5,000. 

The  deanery  has  formed  a  fund  to  help  the 
Rev.  Christian  Umeofia,  former  Rector  of  St. 
Andrew's,  Goldsboro,  and  his  family  with  out-of- 
pocket  expenses  resulting  from  the  birth  of  his 
son,  Ugochukwu,  12  weeks  prematurely. 

The  Trinity  Deanery  has  started  their  own 
newsletter.  Along  with  valuable  information,  it 
contains  a  deanery  prayer  list. 


The  Upper  Cape  Fear  Deanery  scrambled 
things  up  and  held  a  pulpit  exchange  in 
November.  On  February  22  they  joined  together 
forming  a  joint  choir  for  the  Deanery 
Confirmation  held  at  Trinity  Church,  Lumberton. 

The  deanery  has  been  busy  preparing  for 
the  116th  annual  diocesan  convention  in 
Fayetteville,  February  12-14. 

A  deanery  Lenten  retreat  is  scheduled  for 
March  21  at  Trinity  Church,  Lumberton.  The 


Rogue  Priests  Served  Among  the 

A  Report  from  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  9s  first  meeting  of  chu 


by  Mack  Bell,  Historiographer 

Compared  to  Virginia  and  South  Carolina,  the 
Church  of  England  in  colonial  North  Carolina  never 
flourished.  Indeed,  the  Anglican  Church  in  North 
Carolina  remained  chronically  undernourished  during 
the  entire  colonial  period.  The  reasons  were 
numerous. 

For  one,  the  Quakers  got  here  very  early, 
organized,  and  did  not  hesitate  to  use  their  political 
clout  to  make  their  wants  known.  They  were  not  the 
mild,  turn-the-other-cheek  Friends  of  later  times. 
They  were  very  much  opposed  to  the  Church  of 
England  and  its  "hireling  priests."  They  objected  to 
being  taxed  to  pay  "priests'  wages." 

"And  they  were  not  reluctant  to  make  their 
objections  known  in  a  forceful  way  by  getting  control 
of  the  government.  The  showdown  came  with  the 
Cary  Rebellion  early  in  the  1700s,"  said  Dr.  Robert  J. 
Cain,  speaking  to  36  Episcopalians  and  one  Methodist 
gathered  for  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina's  first 
meeting  of  church  historians,  held  November  8  at 
Christ  Church,  New  Bern. 

Cain,  head  of  the  Colonial  Records  Branch  of  the 
North  Carolina  Division  of  Archives  and  History  of 
the  Department  of  Cultural  Resources,  brought  to  his 
discussion  on  "The  Church  of  England  in  Colonial 
North  Carolina"  the  distillation  of  six  years  of 
research  in  England  for  Archives  and  History. 

"Anglicanism  in  the  1 7th  century,"  he  explained, 
"was  not  organized  into  any  kind  of  structure,  as  far  as 
we  know.  We  have  no  idea  of  their  numbers.  We 
don't  know  whether  or  not  there  were  any  religious 
services.  If  so,  they  took  place  in  homes  or 
courthouses  or  outdoors,  since  there  were  no  church 
buildings  in  the  early  period." 

Some  clergymen  from  Virginia  probably  visited 
and  occasionally  held  services,  thinks  Cain.  It  seems 
pretty  certain  that  there  was  no  resident  Anglican 
clergyman  before  1 700  or  thereabouts.  However,  the 
new  Colonial  Records  of  North  Carolina,  edited  by 
Cain,  show  that  a  "Parson  John  Wood"  settled  in 
Pasquotank  Precinct  around  1 679  and  stayed  for  some 
years  as  "parson  of  the  place." 

Actually,  there  were  individual  Anglicans  as  early 
as  1585  —  members  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  ill-fated 
"Lost  Colony"  on  Roanoke  Island.  An  Anglican 
clergyman  was  probably  in  the  group  because  we 
know  that  Manteo,  the  "friendly  Indian,"  was  baptized 
in  August  1589.  Virginia  Dare,  the  first  child  of 
English  parentage  born  in  the  New  Word,  was 
christened  a  few  days  later. 

Clergy  numbers  and  caliber  plagued 
colonial  church 

Even  when  Cary's  Rebellion  ended,  the  most 
serious  problem  remained:  the  Church  of  England 
never  had  enough  clergy.  There  were  24  parishes  in 
1755,  but  only  six  settled  clergy  in  that  year;  only 
eight  clergymen  in  1759;  and  in  1765,  with  32 
parishes,  there  were  only  five  Anglican  clergymen  in 
the  colony. 

Not  only  were  there  not  enough  clergymen,  many 
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of  those  who  came  were  "not  of  he  highest  caliber." 
Royal  Governor  William  Tryon  called  the  majority  of 
them  the  "sweepings  of  the  universities."  He  said  he 
needed  priests  of  "character."  Governor  Tryon's 
judgment  may  have  a  bit  harsh,  but  a  number  of  priests 
were  really  not  "of  the  highest  caliber." 

To  give  them  their  due,  the  early  Anglican  priests 
endured  a  tough  life.  The  new  Colonial  Records '  inde> 
entry  "Clergy  —  hardships  of  is  a  very  long  one. 

"Life  for  Anglican  ministers  was  by  and  large  less 
genteel  than  many  of  Virginia  or  South  Carolina," 
observes  Dr.  Cain.  This  meant  fewer  priests  of  first-rat  "a 
ability  volunteering  to  go  to  North  Carolina. 

James  Adams,  writing  on  May  27,  1710,  from  "N 
Carolina  Currituck,"  informed  the  Society,  "I  have 
struggled  these  two  years  with  a  lawless  and  barbarous 
people  in  general  and  endured  more,  I  believe,  than  any  K 
of  the  Society's  Missionaries  has  ever  done  before  me 
...  I  am  quite  tired  of  my  life  in  a  place,  where  there  has 
been  neither  law  nor  government  since  I  came  to  it.  I 
shall  most  cheerfully  and  readily  go  whithersoever  you 
agree  to  send  me,  for  I  am  very  positive  I  cannot  go  to 
worse  place  in  all  respects." 

Apart  from  the  "barbarians,"  priests  had  to  contenj 
with  beastly  summers  and  often  frigid  winters.  Fevers 
and  other  illnesses  took  their  toll.  Transportation  was 
difficult;  roads  hardly  existed,  and  travel  by  water  was 
inconvenient  and  costly. 

No  wonder  British  authorities  thought  North 
Carolina  was  a  place  for  clergymen  who  were  either 
"weary  of  life  or  fit  to  appear  nowhere  else." 

Colorful  clerics  answer  call 

A  strong  Anglican,  Henderson  Walker  became 
governor  in  1699,  determined  to  pass  the  first  church 
law  in  North  Carolina.  By  "a  great  deal  of  care  and 
management,"  he  secured  the  Vestry  Act  of  1701, 
officially  establishing  the  Church  of  England.  The  law 
provided  for  the  laying  out  of  parishes,  the  organizatio 
of  vestries,  the  erection  of  churches  and  a  poll  tax  on  a 
tithables  for  support  of  clergymen. 

Passed  by  the  North  Carolina  Assembly  meeting  ir 
Edenton,  the  act  also  provided  for  the  creation  of  five 
parishes.  The  salary  of  each  minister  was  fixed  at  £30 
year.  Several  vestry  acts  were  passed  periodically 
through  the  years. 

The  colony  had  been  40  years  "without  priest  or 
altar"  when  Governor  Walker  asked  the  Bishop  of 
London  to  send  a  missionary.  In  time  he  had  reason  tc 
regret  his  request. 

Sent  by  the  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Christian 
Knowledge  (SPCK),  the  Rev.  Daniel  Brett,  behaved 
himself  in  a  modest  manner  for  about  a  year  and  a  hallf^p 
Walker  reported  to  the  Society,  "but  after  that,  in  a  mo 
horrid  manner,  broke  out  in  such  an  extravagant  cours 
that  I  am  ashamed  to  express  his  carriage,  it  being  so 
high  a  nature."  Brett  proceeded  to  commit  crimes  "toe  r 
abominable  to  name." 

The  Rev.  Richard  Marsden  who  had  a  checkered 
career  ministering  in  England,  Maryland,  South 
Carolina  and  Jamaica,  where  he  was  chaplain  to  the  f*pl 
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arbaric  Settlers  in  Colonial  N.C 


historians 


tvernor,  wound  up  in  the  lower  Cape  Fear  region  in 
730s.  He  was,  according  to  Colonial  Records,  a 
aud,  a  cheat,  an  embezzler  and  a  bigamist;  but 
parently  quite  an  able  man,  a  charmer  and  a  powerful 
eacher.  He  was  very  popular  with  the  various 
ngregations  he  served. 

Another  of  the  "colorful  clerics"  was  the  Rev. 
ichael  Smith,  an  Irishman  who  in  the  1750s  and  early 
60s  served  in  Johnston  and  New  Hanover  Counties. 
z  was  also  capable  and  a  poet,  but,  added  Dr.  Cain, 
lere  were  some  apparently  well-founded  allegations 
out  a  pretty  torrid  affair  with  a  servant  girl  before 
ming  to  North  Carolina." 

The  Rev.  John  Boyd,  a  physician  in  Virginia  in  the 
00s,  sought  ordination  and  was  described  by  the 
u  jmmissary  of  Virginia  as  a  good  surgeon  and  "as 
>od  a  Divine  as  most  that  come  abroad  are." 
msidering  Governor  Tryon's  characterization  of 
iests  in  America  as  "the  sweepings  of  the 
iversities,"  this  is  damning  with  faint  praise, 
oreover,  Boyd  seems  also  to  have  had  a  serious 
oblem  with  the  bottle.  It  was  said  that  he  was  found 
e  Sunday  morning  drunk  and  fast  asleep  on  the  road 
Edenton  with  his  horse's  reins  tied  around  his  leg. 

Few  pious  exceptions 

There  were  some  notable  exceptions.  The  Rev. 
ement  Hall,  a  dedicated  and  pious  parson,  performed 
otal  of  10,000  baptisms  in  13  years,  instructed  slaves 
d  children  to  prepare  them  for  baptism,  churched 
Dmen,  visited  the  sick,  and  distributed  tracts  sent  by 
z  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  (SPG). 
i  also  wrote  a  book,  A  Collection  of  Many  Christian 
-periences,  Sentences,  and  Several  Places  Of 
ripture  Improved  the  first  non-governmental  book 
Wished  in  North  Carolina. 

He  suffered  a  fire  which  burned  his  books,  sermons, 
Jthes,  and  "necessaries"  equal  to  six  years'  salary, 
hen  he  died  his  estate  amounted  to  little  over  £6, 
out  a  month's  salary.  Comments  about  him  reveal 
m  to  be  a  godly  man. 

Some  churches  did  well,  for  example,  St.  James's, 
ilmington  and  the  larger  eastern  parishes,  like  Christ 
lurch,  New  Bern  and  St.  Paul's,  Edenton.  These 
torches  had  more  wealth  and  less  dissenter  strength. 

In  Edenton,  The  Rev.  Daniel  Earl,  the  "herring- 
tching  parson"  of  St.  Paul's  Church,  unlike  many 
iglican  priests,  made  a  smooth  transition  from  Church 
England  priest  before  the  Revolutionary  War  to 
triotic  American. 

Although  refusing  to  sever  his  connection  with  the 
lurch  of  England,  which  he  believed  to  be  of  divine 
^gin,  pragmatic  Parson  Earl  actively  supported  the 
volution. 

Unlike  poor  Parson  Clement  Hall,  Parson  Earl 
ospered.  He  ran  a  highly  regarded  classical  school 
r  boys  at  his  Chowan  River  plantation,  "Brandon," 
med  for  his  homes  in  Ireland.  He  left  a  sizable 
gacy:  more  than  £150  found  in  the  house,  over  1,500 
res  he  had  bought,  in  addition  to  the  3 16  acres  of  the 
linor  plantation,  39  slaves,  plus  10  more  he  had 
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Dr.  Robert  J.  Cain,  head  of  the  Colonial  Records  Branch 
of  the  NC  Division  of  Archives  and  History,  speaking  at 
Christ  Church,  New  Bern. 

advanced  to  his  daughter  Elizabeth —  not  to  mention 
six  cases  of  gin  and  26  barrels  of  herrings. 

A  pioneer  in  shad  and  herring  fishing,  Earl  had 
shown  local  farmers  not  only  better  ways  of  fishing 
but  also  improved  methods  of  weaving  and  preparing 
flax  for  the  loom.  All  this  gave  rise  to  the  famed 
doggerel  pinned  on  the  church  door:  A  tumble-down 
church;  And  a  broken  down  steeple;  A  herring- 
catching  parson;  And  a  damned  set  of  people. 

Deciding  to  go  "where  the  harvest  was  truly  great 
but  the  labourers  few"  Earl  turned  down  better  offers 
to  stay  in  Edenton.  He  had  "an  invitation  to  a  very 
lucrative  and  agreeable  parish  in  South  Carolina,  as 
well  as  one  to  be  Master  of  a  Grammar  School  in  the 
College  of  William  and  Mary  in  Williamsburg." 

Most  Anglican  priests  possessed  neither  Earl's 
political  flexibility  nor  his  business  acumen.  As  the 
Revolutionary  War  continued,  finances  became 
increasingly  tight  for  many  parishes  and  priests. 
Many  priests  returned  to  England  out  of  necessity. 

Historians  grateful  for  preserved  past 

Many  entirely  new  documents  have  been 
uncovered  since  William  L.  Saunders'  monumental, 
much  quoted  1886-1890  ten-volume  Colonial 
Records  of  North  Carolina  was  published.  Not  only 
church  historians  need  be  thankful  to  Dr.  Robert  J. 
Cain  for    his  thorough  research  on  the  Church  of 
England  in  colonial  North  Carolina,  but  Anglicans, 
historians  and  genealogists  in  general  will  welcome 
the  new  material  transcribed  from  originals, 
annotated  and  exhaustively  indexed  in  Cain's  two 
new  volumes  in  the  Colonial  Records  of  North 
Carolina  series. 
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From  the  Corners 
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Rev.  Canon  Phillip  Craig  will  facilitate.  The 
retreat  theme  is  reconciliation. 


The  Pamlico  Deanery  Confirmation  on 
November  16  was  a  great  success  with  100 
people  in  attendance,  eleven  confirmands  and  a 
great  meal  at  St.  George's,  Lake  Landing. 

In  response  to  the  deanery's  interest  in 
setting  up  an  Education  For  Ministry  (EFM) 
program  in  the  deanery,  the  Rev.  Jim  Lupton, 
Rector  of  St.  George's,  Lake  Landing  and  an 
EFM  mentor,  presented  information  on  EFM  at 
the  most  recent  deanery  meeting.  Mr.  Bob 
Kubicek  from  the  Retirement  Facility  Feasibility 
Committee  also  spoke  to  the  deanery  council. 

Dean  Judy  Glick  reported  the  Shepherd's 
Staff,  on  outreach  ministry  in  Hyde  County,  has 
raised  a  total  of  $40,000  to  replace  a  building 
destroyed  by  the  1996  hurricane.  The  deanery 
contributed  $500. 

A  Lenten  Quiet  Day  is  scheduled  for  the 
deanery  on  Saturday,  February  28  at  St.  Peter's, 
Washington  from  9:00  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m.  Mrs. 
Nancy  Craig,  ObJN  and  Deacon  Barbara 
Houston  will  lead  the  Quiet  Day. 


The  Albemarle  Deanery  Confirmation  was 
held  on  December  7.  Six  people  were 
presented  to  the  bishop.  The  deanery  is  already 
preparing  for  the  next  deanery  confirmation  in 
May.  They  are  also  preparing  for  a  fall  deanery 
celebration  which  will  coincide  with  the  150th 
anniversary  of  Holy  Trinity,  Hertford. 


The  Lower  Cape  Fear  Deanery  presented 
15  people  to  the  bishop  during  their  area 
confirmation  on  December  14. 

The  deanery  is  currently  involved  in  the 
1898  Centennial  Foundational  00  year 
commemoration  of  the  Wilmington  riots. 
Several  priests  and  laypeople  are  working  on 
the  planning  committee  for  the  city's 
commemorations.  The  deanery  council  has 
committed  itself  to  addressing  the  issue  of 
racism  through  discussion  at  deanery 
meetings  and  in  the  churches  of  the  deanery. 

The  deanery  has  appointed  a  sub- 
committee to  discuss  the  possibility  of  new 
congregations  in  the  area. 


Young  People  Flock  to  Winter  Conferences 


by  Carol  Taylor 

Winterlight  Tradition  Continues 

The  Winterlight  Conference  held  at  Kanuga 
Conference  Center  has  become  a  Christmas 
tradition  for  many  of  the  youth  of  the  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina.  For  many  of  the  seventy  attending 
from  East  Carolina,  it  is  the  gift  they  request  for 
Christmas. 

Two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  young  people 
from  across  the  country  gathered  at  Kanuga  from 
December  27  to  January  1  to  share  in  the 
Christmas  season  and  to  explore  the  conference 
theme,  "Walk  in  Love." 

Through  a  variety  of  presentations,  workshops, 
and  worship  opportunities,  the  attendees  spent  the 
week  focusing  on  the  walk  we  take  with  Christ. 


East  Carolina  s  Winterlight  participants. 


Penn  Perry,  Associate  Camp  Trinity  Director, 
co-coordinated  the  conference  with  Kathy  Rock,  of 
Trinity  Cathedral,  New  Orleans.  Perry  first 
attended  Winterlight  in  1986  as  a  high  school 
student.  For  years,  he  has  staffed  the  conference 
and  now  represents  the  diocese  with  his  leadership 
as  coordinator. 

One  of  the  biggest  treats  of  the  week  was  the 
days  of  snow.  For  some  of  the  participants,  snow 
was  a  first.  The  beauty  of  the  snow  around  the  lake 
at  Kanuga  and  on  the  evergreen  trees  intensified 
their  excitement.  The  young  people  gathered  were 
surrounded  by  God's  beauty  and  loving  spirit  as 
they  "walked  in  love"  with  our  Lord. 


Record  Numbers 
Celebrate  at  Annual 
Youth  Event 

A  lively  group  of  270 
young  people  from  27 
churches  across  the  diocese 
gathered  in  Greenville  for 
the  annual  Diocesan  Youth 
Celebration,  hosted  by  St. 
Paul's  and  St.  Timothy's, 
Greenville  and  Emmanuel 
Church,  Farmville.  Over  a 
hundred  families  in  the  area 
opened  their  doors  to  house 
the  participants  in  the 
overnight  event  held 
January  23-24. 

With  abundant  energy, 


Youth  celebrate  at  annual  gathering. 

the  young  people  lived  into  the  gathering's  theme, 
"Celebrate,  We  Will!"  Rob  Pearson,  a  nationally 
noted  Christian  musician  and  storyteller,  from 
Seattle,  Washington,  brought  a  lot  of  enthusiasm  to 
the  weekend.  He  shared  great  biblical  stories  set  in 
contemporary  fashion.  Sam  Hensley  from  Chapel 
Hill  was  the  guest  musician. 

Bishop  Daniel  celebrated  at  the  closing  Eucharist 
held  at  St.  Paul's.  He  recalled  attending  the  youth 
convention,  now  called  the  youth  celebration,  35 
years  ago  at  St.  Paul's.  He  noted  that  the  host  home 
in  which  he  stayed  was  next  door  to  the  home  in 
which  he  and  his  family  are  living  today. 

He  told  the  young  people  that  they  were  not  the 
church  of  the  future,  but  the  church  today.  He  shared 
ways  in  which  the  church  needed  young  people, 
their  questions  and  ideas. 

As  always,  times  when  the  young  people 
gather  are  full  of  much  excitement  and  joy.  Thanks 
to  all  the  parishes  in  the  diocese  for  their  support  of 
our  young  people.  They  are  a  gift  to  us  in  our 
communities  and  a  reason  for  much  celebration. 


Camp  Trinity  Notes 


Camp  Applications 

Applications  for  Camp  Trinity  are  available  in  parishes  throughout  the 
diocese.  Camp  sessions  fill  quickly  so  register  early! 

Volunteers  for  Adventurers  Camp 

If  you  are  interested  in  serving  as  a  volunteer  for  the  Adventurers  camp 
session  which  serves  campers  with  mental  and  physical  disabilities. 
Applications  are  available  from  Kim  Bennett,  the  Camp  Registrar. 

Counselor-in-Training 

Applications  for  the  Counselor-in-Training  (CIT)  program  are  available  for 
rising  junior/senior  high  youth  .  This  program  is  a  volunteer  staff  position 
for  a  week  session  during  the  summer.  For  an  application  contact  Kim 
Bennett,  the  Camp  Registrar. 

Kim  Bennett,  the  Camp  Registrar,  can  be  reach  at  the  diocesan  office. 
Phone:  1-888-622-4778.  Email:  diocese.ec@coastalnet.com  U.S.  Mail: 
P.O.  Box  1336,  Kinston,  NC  28503.  Applicants  for  both  Adventurers 
volunteers  and  CIT's  will  be  chosen  in  April. 
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The  newest  community  at  St.  Mary's  in  Kinston,  the  prEYC  Angels,  were 
asked  by  Mary  Smith,  4-H  Agent  of  the  NC  Cooperative  Extension 
Service  to  create  a  Loch  "Neuse  "  Monster  called  "Messie.  "  Messie  was 
part  of  a  walking  environmental  message  of  water  pollution  solutions 
that  was  presented  in  the  annual  Kinston  Christmas  Parade  on 
December  11.  All  of  the  youngsters  (4-6th  graders)  thoroughly  enjoyed 
the  opportunity  to  help  in  promoting  environmental  stewardship  in  their 
community. 
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Lambeth  Conference  Provides  Study,  Worship,  Sharing 
for  Anglican  Communion  Bishops 


by  Braun  Campbell 

This  July  and  August,  another  great  pilgrimage 
will  be  made  to  Canterbury,  by  at  least  800  bishops 
representing  36  provinces  in  the  Anglican 
Communion.  Like  the  famous  literary  pilgrimage, 
tales  will  be  told  and  fellowship  shared.  The 
bishops  meet  to  share  in  their  common  mission  at 
what  is  known  as  the  Lambeth  Conference. 

For  the  past  130  years,  the  Lambeth  Conference 
has  provided  Anglican  bishops  a  forum  to  study, 
worship  and  meet  on  common  ground  together  as 
they  adopt  reports  and  resolutions  to  advise  and 
guide  national  Churches.  Except  for  interruptions 
during  World  War  I  and  II,  the  Lambeth 
Conference  has  met  every  1 0  years  at  the  invitation 
of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  This  year  the 
Conference  will  be  convened  by  Archbishop 
George  Carey. 

Rich  in  History 

In  1 865  Canadian  bishops  requested  a  meeting 
of  bishops  from  around  the  world  to  bring  unity 
and  continuity  to  Anglican  Churches  in  several 
countries.  In  response  to  this  request  in  1 867,  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  Charles  Thomas 
Longley,  invited  all  diocesan  bishops  to  attend  a 
conference  at  his  residence  in  London,  Lambeth 
Palace.  The  goals  of  the  conference  were  to  create 
greater  communication  and  coordination  among 
bishops  and  the  Church.  At  the  first  conference,  76 
bishops  from  England,  Scotland,  the  United  States, 
Canada,  Ireland  and  Australia  attended.  Today,  the 
conference  is  recognized  as  the  main  tool  for  inter- 
Anglican  life. 

The  Lambeth  Conference  is  not  unlike 
meetings  of  the  early  church  to  resolve  differences, 
except  that  the  Lambeth  Conference  is  not 
legislative:  its  resolutions  are  not  binding  within 
the  Anglican  Communion.  Still,  the  resolutions 
adopted  there  carry  weight,  so  much  in  fact  that 
one  British  historian  has  said  that  its  influence  is 
"hardly. .  .distinguishable  from  [authority]." 

Some  notable  issues  that  have  arisen  at  past 
Lambeth  Conferences  include:  the  1948 
Conference  called  the  ordination  of  women 
contrary  to  Anglican  tradition;  the  1988  conference 
discussed  etiquette  toward  women  bishops;  the 
1978  Conference  called  for  diocesan  studies  on  the 
moral  issues  of  clinical  abortion  and  a  study  of 
homosexuality;  prior  to  World  War  II,  the 
Conference  condemned  any  form  of  totalitarianism; 
and  in  1988,  it  carried  this  resolution  further  by 
asserting  that  everyone  has  the  right  of  self 
determination. 

Goals  and  Themes 

As  during  past  Lambeth  Conferences,  the  1998 


conference  will  provide  an  environment  of 
discussion,  study  and  resolution.  During  1 997, 
nine  pre-Lambeth  regional  meetings  were  held  in 
preparation  for  the  Conference,  and  bishops  from 
around  the  world  have  begun  to  formulate  papers 
that  will  be  read  and  discussed  at  the  conference. 

The  international  Lambeth  Design  Group  is 
headed  by  Australia's  Archbishop  Keith  Rayner, 
and  it  has  developed  four  themes  to  promote 
dialogue  and  thought.  These  are: 

•  Called  to  full  humanity. 

•  Called  to  live  and  proclaim  the  Good  News. 

•  Called  to  be  faithful  in  a  plural  world. 

•  Called  to  be  One. 

In  a  letter  to  bishops,  Rayner  asked  every  bishop  to 
"  'bring  your  diocese  with  you  to  Lambeth,'" 
so  that  the  Conference  will,  in  the  truest  sense, 
represent  and  express  the  'mind  of  the  Anglican 
Communion.'" 

The  objectives  of  the  conference  support  the 
themes.  They  are  ". .  .gather  in  the  name  of  the 
Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit"  to: 

•  maintain  and  strengthen  the  technological, 
spiritual  and  personal  bonds  of  our  Communion; 
•stimulate,  encourage  and  renew  the  bishops  in 
their  episcopal  ministry  of  guarding  and 
interpreting  the  faith  and  leasing  the  mission  of  the 
Church;,  and 

•to  clarify  the  mind  of  the  bishops  on  certain 
designated  issues  which  will  be  significant  for  the 
Church's  fulfillment  of  its  mission  as  we  enter  the 
2 1  st  Century. 

Some  concerns  that  will  be  discussed  during 
meetings  are:  the  international  debt;  the  question 
of  the  Church's  attitude  toward  homosexuals  and 
their  ordination;  youth  in  the  Church;  and 
interfaith  relations  and  ethics  in  the  diverse 
cultures  of  the  Anglican  Communion. 

The  more  than  1 ,800  attendees,  including  600 
spouses  of  bishops,  will  reside  at  the  University  of 
Kent  from  July  18  to  August  9.  The  spouses  will 
take  part  in  a  program  designed  for  them  and 
hosted  by  Eileen  Carey,  wife  of  Archbishop  Carey. 

In  addition  to  meetings  and  prayer,  worship  at 
St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  a  garden  party  at  Buckingham 
palace  and  seminars  are  all  on  the  menu  of 
activities.  Archbishop  Carey  has  invited  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina's  Schola  Cantorum,  a 
vocal  ensemble,  to  perform  during  the  conference. 
The  tentative  date  for  the  performance  is  July  28 
during  a  luncheon  at  Lambeth  Palace. 

Not  Without  Controversy 

No  union  ever  exists  without  some  division, 
and  this  division  has  already  been  felt  in 
preparation  for  the  Lambeth  Conference.  In  a 


series  of  letters,  Bishop  John  S.  Spong,  Diocese  of 
Newark,  New  Jersey  and  Archbishop  Carey  battled 
over  the  issue  of  homosexuality. 

Spong  distributed  a  statement  requesting  equal 
rights  for  homosexuals,  including  ordination.  The 
statement  was  signed  by  73  bishops  and  sent  to 
Archbishop  Carey  and  primates  of  the  Anglican 
Communion.  In  the  statement  Spong  accesses  the 
primates  of  ignoring  the  "Gospel  Imperative"  and 
practicing  apartheid  tactics  by  not  addressing  the 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Christian  Movement. 

Although  Carey  rarely  responds  to  this  type  of 
accusation,  he  immediately  answered  Spong, 
accusing  him  of  adding  fuel  to  an  already  explosive 
situation  and  promoting  division  of  the  Communion 
and  all  people.  Carey  also  wrote,  "I  assure  you  that 
there  will  be  open  and  honest  debate  on  all  issues 
that  concern  our  Communion." 

Technology 

Open  debate  is  not  the  only  distinguishing 
characteristic  of  the  Conference.  A  50-member 
communication  team  from  around  the  world  will 
send  out  the  actions  of  the  bishops  via  the  Internet. 
The  communications  team  will  operate  a  news 
service,  establish  an  e-mail  system  on  the  campus, 
and  connect  the  conference  to  the  world  wide  web 
as  well  as  develop  web  pages  for  some  provinces 
and  dioceses. 

A  large  portion  of  the  funding  for  the 
communications  project  comes  from  grants  from 
Trinity  Parish,  New  York,  as  part  of  its  global 
telecommunications  ministry  for  the  worldwide 
Anglican  Communion. 

Rich  in  tradition,  the  1 998  Lambeth  Conference 
is  also  making  history  at  the  same  time.  With  the 
most  participants  in  its  history,  including 
participating  women  bishops  and  Internet  access  for 
the  first  time,  the  pilgrimage  to  Lambeth  is  one  that 
takes  the  Anglican  Communion  into  the  2 1  st 
Century. 
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New  Presiding  Bishop  Reveals  Core  Of  His  Spirituality 
During  First  Press  Conference 


Presiding  Bishop  Frank  Griswold  celebrates  Eucharist  at  his  investiture 

Presiding  Bishop  Frank  T.  Griswold,  assisted  by  Deacon  Richard  Pemble  of  Chicago,  celebrated  the  Eucharist 
at  his  investiture  at  Washington  National  Cathedral  January  10.  (ENS photo  by  David  Skidmore.) 


by  Michael  Barwell 

(ENS)  At  the  stroke  of  midnight  on  January  1,  1998, 
as  the  silver  globe  descended  atop  Times  Square  in  New 
York  City,  Bishop  Frank  Tracy  Griswold  officially 
became  the  25th  presiding  bishop  of  the  Episcopal 
Church. 

But  1,000  miles  away  it  was  still  1 1  p.m.  as 
Griswold  entered  the  sanctuary  of  the  Church  of  the 
Ascension  on  LaSalle  Street  in  Chicago  to  begin  the 
liturgy  celebrating  the  first  day  of  January. 

"It  is  the  Feast  of  the  Holy  Name,  which  is  also  my 
baptismal  day,"  Griswold  told  a  group  of  reporters  the 
day  before  his  investiture  on  January  10  in  Washington 
National  Cathedral.  "So  in  the  homily  I  pointed  out  that 
I've  come  a  long  way  from  that  font.  Why  I  am  here 
now  is  directly  related  to  that  experience  60  years  ago 
when  I  was  innocently  baptized.  So  I  said,  'Watch  out! 
You  never  know  where  your  baptism  might  in  fact  take 
you.'" 

He  was  introduced  formally  as  the  new  presiding 
bishop  at  the  announcement  time  in  Chicago,  well  after 
midnight  eastern  standard  time.  But  for  Griswold, 
spiritual  matters  and  the  liturgy  took  precedence  to 
becoming  "an  ecclesial  functionary." 

Grounded  in  prayer 

Griswold  is  a  voluble  and  eloquent  story  teller,  and 
his  remarks  during  his  first  press  conference  in 
Washington  provided  an  early  glimpse  at  how  he  will 
respond  as  presiding  bishop.  Often  throughout  the  45- 
minute  meeting  with  religious  and  secular  press, 
Griswold  redirected  and  focused  questions  and  answers 
in  spiritual  terms  and  values  while  relating  a  story. 

Even  his  "first  official  act  as  presiding  bishop"  led 
to  a  story  about  how  he  centers  his  spiritual  life. 

"I  fled  to  a  monastery  in  upstate  New  York  for  five 
days  of  retreat  because  I  thought  it  was  very  important 
that  I  regained  my  center  and  approached  this  new 
ministry  out  of  a  grounded  place  of  prayer  and 
reflection,"  he  said. 

Griswold  has  been  going  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
Benedictine  community  of  Mount  Savior  Monastery  in 
Elmira,  New  York,  for  34  years  and  the  brothers  there 
"have  followed  me  through  every  turning  in  my  life." 

Griswold  confided  that  he  is  well  aware  of  the 
pressures  facing  him  during  the  next  nine  years.  He  said 
that  he  told  the  Benedictines,  "You're  going  to  be  very 
important  to  me  in  the  months  and  years  to  come 
because  by  virtue  of  the  office  of  presiding  bishop  I'm 
going  to  become  a  center  of  controversy —  like  it  or 
not.  And  probably  in  some  people's  minds,  I'm  not  even 
going  to  be  a  human  being.  I'm  simply  going  to  be  a 
living  issue  of  some  sort,"  he  said.  "It's  very  important 
therefore  that  some  people  have  a  sense  of  who  Frank 
Griswold  really  is  who  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
Episcopal  Church  and  its  ecclesial  systems,  but  simply 
know  him  as  a  person  of  prayer,  a  devotee  of  St. 
Benedict  and  a  long-time  friend." 

Some  tough  first  questions 

The  questions  from  the  press  began  with  some 
tough  queries  and  perceptive  answers. 

"Where  do  you  expect  to  lead  the  church?"  was  the 
first  query. 

Griswold  pounced  on  the  question:  "1  hope  to  lead 
the  church  in  the  right  direction,"  he  said  with  a  chuckle, 
displaying  his  well-known  wit  and  humor,  immediately 
switching  gears  to  provide  a  serious  answer.  "I  think 
that —  just  to  stay  with  the  Benedictinism  that  I 
referred  to  earlier —  one  of  my  models  for  ministry  is 
the  abbot  as  depicted  in  the  role  of  St.  Benedict.  And  the 
abbot  is  seen  very  much  as  one  who  listens  to  the 
different  voices  within  the  community,  can  be  aware  of 
the  different  needs  that  exist  in  the  community,  can  also 
listen  to  the  visitor  who  introduces  a  word  of  insight  or 


criticism  that  the  community  might  not  be  aware  of  by 
virtue  of  simply  living  the  life. 

"But  the  abbot  is  going  to  listen  to  a  diversity  of 
voices  and  hearing  all  those  voices,  and  what  they  have 
to  say  into  the  ongoing  life  of  the  community,"  he 
explained.  "So  I  think  broadly  conceived,  mine  is  a 
ministry  of  drawing  people  together  in  conversation, 
mine  is  a  ministry  of  listening  with  care  to  the  diverse 
voices  in  the  community,  and  making  sure  that  diversity 
is  honored." 

'Discovering  together ' 

Several  times  he  referred  to  his  "rather 
foundational"  experiences  as  a  priest  and  bishop  in 
responding  to  questions  about  his  leadership  style. 

Comparing  his  first  experiences  in  a  wealthy, 
suburban  parish  in  Bryn  Mawr,  Pennsylvania,  and  a 
smaller  congregation  in  Yardley,  Griswold  said  he  "had 
to  learn  all  over  again  what  it  meant  to  be  a  minister 
Over  time  it  became  very  clear  to  me  that  I  was  not  so 
much  shaping  and  forming  them,  as  I  was  being  shaped 
and  formed  by  them  —  and  that  together  we  were 
discovering  in  a  living  way  the  word  of  God  in  our 
midst." 

"I  have  found  since  then,  moving  on  to  another 
congregation  and  then  into  my  life  as  the  diocesan 
bishop,  that  in  each  case  I  have  been  formed  by  the 
community,"  he  said,  "and  that  the  Word  has  emerged 
from  our  life  shared  rather  than  being  something  that  I 
simply  declared." 

As  he  enters  into  his  new  ministry,  Griswold  said 
that  he  wonders  "first  of  all  what  community  is  going  to 
be  because  it  is  so  diverse  and  spread  out.  It's  not  so 
much  a  question  of  Frank  Griswold  determining  what 
needs  to  be  done,  or  what  should  be  said,  but  Frank 
Griswold  listening  with  care  and  out  of  what  is  heard  in 
the  conversation  with  the  community  then  speaking.  It's 
an  unfolding,  dynamic  notion.  . ." 

Always  an  open  door 

Questioned  about  various  groups  within  the  church 
vying  for  leadership  or  attention,  Griswold  returned  to 
the  promise  he  made  in  his  election  acceptance  remarks 
at  General  Convention. 

". .  .A  bishop's  heart  must  be  open,  a  bishop's  door 
must  be  open  to  everyone,  absolutely  everyone,"  said 
Griswold,  quoting  a  Brazilian  Roman  Catholic  bishop. 
"Don't  try  to  pin  me  down  either  to  the  right  or  to  the 
left.  My  sense  is  that  I'm  ready  for  conversation.  The 
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door  is  open  and  I  do  hope  that  some  of  those  who  feel 
alienated  and  devalued  in  the  life  of  the  church  will  find 
a  way  to  sit  down  and  possibly  together  we  can  find  a 
new  way  to  live  in  communion  with  one  another. 

What  is  truth? 

One  questioner  suggested  that  both  sides  in  the  issue 
of  ordaining  homosexuals  claim  either  "prepositional 
truth"  or  personal  experience  as  the  ultimate  authority. 

"There  are  different  modes  of  truth  and 
prepositional  truth  is  one  mode  of  that  truth,"  Griswold 
explained.  "Truth  is  presented  to  us  relationally.  Jesus 
says  T  am  the  truth.'  The  only  way  to  know  the  truth  in 
Jesus  is  through  relationship.  T  in  you  and  you  in  me' 

—  the  mutual  indwelling,  which  is  certainly  supported 
by  the  whole  sacramental  system  of  the  church.  It's  all 
a  question  of  relationship." 

It  is  important,  Griswold  said,  "for  people  who 
take  their  stand  on  Scripture  to  realize  that  Scripture 
itself  is  an  account  of  people's  experience  of  God,  and 
that  the  Lord  of  Scripture  —  that  is,  the  risen  Christ 

—  presents  truth  relationally  and  experientially." 

Final  reassurances 

Pressed  to  offer  an  absolute  or  firm  assurance  that 
"the  church  should  be  able  to  give  to  people  who  are 
seeking  God,"  Griswold  returned  to  the  basics  of 
church  teachings. 

"Our  salvation  is  in  Jesus  Christ  our  risen  Lord. 
That's  where  I  would  start,"  Griswold  said. 

"I  would  say  that  Christ  is  the  Lord  of  Scripture," 
he  continued.  "My  sense  is  that  Christ  continues  to 
make  the  scriptural  word  the  living  word  in  our 
experience  through  the  power  of  the  spirit  that. . 
.unfolds  it  over  time.  The  truth  is  developmental.  We 
are  always  growing  into  the  truth  who  is  Christ  and  so 
we  must  listen  carefully  and  discerningly  to  truth  as  it 
comes  to  us  in  a  variety  of  ways  and  see  that  as  part  of 
the  unfolding  mystery  of  the  risen  Christ  in  our 
midst." 

For  Griswold,  the  bottom  line  will  be  "this 
common  search  for  the  Word  . . .  and  that's  something 
that  I  will  be  shaped  by  as  time  goes  by." 

—  Michael  Barwell  is  deputy  director  of  news  and  information 
for  the  Episcopal  Church. 
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Teams  Revising  Lutheran-Episcopal  Concordat  Should  Strive 
For  Clarity  and  Candor 


by  Ann  Hafften  and  James  Solheim 

(ENS)  The  writing  teams  appointed  to  revise 
the  Concordat  of  Agreement,  calling  for  full 
communion  between  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  in  America  (ELCA)  and  the  Episcopal 
Church,  should  strive  for  clarity  and  candor, 
according  to  reports  from  a  mid-  December 
meeting  in  Chicago. 

The  writing  teams  met  with  an  advisory  panel 
appointed  by  the  two  churches  to  represent  the 
wide  range  of  opinion,  especially  in  the  ELCA. 
The  General  Convention  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
endorsed  the  Concordat  in  July  but  the  ELCA  fell 
six  votes  short  of  the  two-thirds  needed  to  accept 
the  Concordat.  In  subsequent  resolutions,  the 
ELCA  called  for  an  intense  period  of  study  and 
preparation  of  a  revised  proposal  for  its  regional 
synods  and  in  time  for  its  Churchwide  Assembly 
in  1999. 

In  greeting  the  group,  Presiding  Bishop  H. 
George  Anderson  of  the  ELCA  said  that  the 
advisory  panel  would  "assess  concerns,  represent 
various  regions  of  the  church  and  points  of  view, 
and  help  the  drafters  see  both  possibilities  and 
how  issues  rank  in  importance." 

Anderson  said  that  the  Concordat  is  an  effort 
to  come  to  some  reconciliation  of  the  ministries 
of  both  churches  through  the  historic  episcopate, 
taking  into  account  the  context  of  Lutherans  in 
the  United  States  today. 

What  are  we  talking  about? 

"No  one  seemed  to  agree  on  what  the  text  of 
the  Concordat  meant,"  said  the  Rev.  Joan  Mau  of 
Wisconsin.  "To  agree  on  a  document  we  need  to 
know  what  we're  talking  about." 

Former  governor  Albert  Quie  of  Minnesota 
said,  "Lutheran  folks  are  so  divided  over  the 
historic  episcopate,"  which  emerged  as  the  most 
divisive  component  of  the  discussion  at  the 
Church-wide  Assembly.  "We  need  to  find  a  point 
of  unity  within  the  ELCA  and  provide  clarity  of 
language  that  will  lead  to  trust,"  he  said. 

After  nearly  30  years  of  official  dialogue,  the 
two  churches  have  agreed  on  the  meaning  of 
"apostolic  succession,"  faithfulness  to  the  Gospel 
proclamation  through  the  centuries.  But 
Episcopalians  have  maintained  the  historic 
episcopate,  the  consecration  of  bishops  in  a 
traditional  line  going  back  to  the  early  church. 

Bishop  Peter  Rogness  of  Milwaukee 
underscored  the  agreement  on  apostolic 
succession  and  added,  "Our  understandings  of 
oversight  and  authority  are  much  the  same.  The 
proposal's  increased  emphasis  on  clergy  is  not  as 


massive  as  some  in  the  ELCA  think.  It  does  not 
call  for  such  a  big  shift,  just  an  affirmation  of 
both  traditions." 

Dangerously  divided? 

Prof.  Todd  Nichol  of  Luther  Seminary  in  St. 
Paul,  one  of  three  Lutheran  members  of  the 
writing  team,  said,  "There  is  a  practical  element 
to  the  situation.  We  are  quite  badly  strained, 
quite  deeply  divided,  perhaps  even  dangerously 
so.  We  Lutherans  need  to  be  tending  to  the  unity 
of  our  household." 

Nichol  is  convinced  that  the  task  is  "to 
achieve  a  consensus  as  broad  and  deep  as 
possible  so  as  many  ELCA  members  as  possible 
can  say  Yes.  Ecumenism  begins  at  home,"  he 
said.  "Our  ecumenical  efforts  need  to  take 
account  of  the  fact  that  the  ELCA  is  a  young  and 
tender  church,  only  10  years  old." 

In  an  effort  to  deal  honestly  with  the  issues, 
Nichol  argued  that  both  churches  "need  to  be 
absolutely  clear  with  each  other,  so  that  each 
fully  understands  and  agrees  to  the  meanings  and 
consequences  attached  by  the  other  to  words  and 
gestures,  documents,  practices  and  ritual 
actions." 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Prinz  of  Virginia  said  that 
the  issue  is  "not  just  a  matter  of  Lutheran  unity.  . 
.not  primarily  an  interior  issue,  but  a  particular 
part  of  the  call  to  unity  in  Christ.  Lutheran  unity 
alone  will  fall  short  of  the  larger  goal." 

Some  participants  expressed  concern  that 
major  changes  in  the  Concordat  could  threaten 
the  whole  process.  Dr.  Michael  Root  of  the 
Ecumenical  Institute  in  Strasbourg,  another 
member  of  the  writing  team,  cautioned  against 
"changing  the  Concordat  too  much,"  stressing 
the  need  for  "clarity  and  a  mission  context."  He 
said  that  the  ELCA  should  "not  try  so  hard  for 
85  percent  of  the  vote  if  that  means  not 
producing  something  that  will  get  75  percent." 

Episcopalians  encouraged 

The  Rev.  David  Perry,  the  Episcopal 
Church's  ecumenical  officer,  said  that  he  was 
impressed  with  the  "breadth  and  openness  and 
forthrightness"  of  the  Lutheran  advisory  panel. 
'Their  commitment  to  the  task,  to  find  a  way  to 
bring  our  two  churches  to  full  communion,  is 
very  encouraging.' 

Perry  does  not  minimize  the  difficulty  of  the 
task,  observing  that  "it  will  require  of  all  of  us  a 
sensitivity  to  the  issues  which  have  brought  us  to 
this  point."  Yet  he  continues  to  believe  that  "the 
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Spirit  will  help  us  do 
what  God  wants." 

Perry  also  expressed 
confidence  in  the 
Episcopal  writing  team 
—  Prof.  J.  Robert 
Wright  of  the  General 
Theological  Seminary, 
the  Rev.  William  Norgren,  former  ecumenical 
officer,  and  Bishop  Chris  Epting  of  Iowa,  who 
chairs  the  team. 

"These  people  have  been  involved  from  the 
beginning  of  our  dialogue  and  they  will  represent 
our  church  very  well"  he  said. 

The  Standing  Commission  on  Ecumenical 
Relations  will  serve  as  the  Episcopal  Church's 
advisory  panel  since  it  is  broadly  representative 
of  the  church  and  has  direct  access  to  the  General 
Convention. 

Epting  agreed  with  Perry,  adding  that  "our 
conversations  at  this  point  are  full  and  rich  — 
but  we  are  in  the  earliest  stages  of  our  work  on 
the  Concordat."  He  is  also  convinced  that  both 
sides  must  proceed  with  "the  greatest  care  and 
sensitivity"  if  they  hope  to  put  together 
something  that  will  move  Episcopalians  and 
Lutherans  forward  in  mission. 

"If  we  succeed  in  our  task,  it  would  be  a  very 
hopeful  sign  for  other  churches  in  this  country, 
and  lead  us  into  a  whole  new  area  in  ecumenical 
relations." 


Clergy-in  Transition 
Workshop 

March  19, 1998 
10:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m. 
at 

The  Summit 

Facilitator:  Ruth  Wright 

This  workshop  is  offered  by  the  Diocese 
of  North  Carolina  to  clergy  and  their  spouses. 
The  Bishop  encourages  vestries  to  provide  this 
opportunity  for  their  new  clergy,  assistants,  or  rectors. 

To  register,  contact  Vlcki  Wesen's  office  at 
800/448-8775. 
The  fee  is  $25.00  per  person. 
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The  Moral  Intelligence  of  Children 


Robert  Coles.  Random  House,  1997,  218  pages. 


Moral  Development  as  A  Way  of  Thinking 


by  John  Y.  Powell,  Ph.D. 

Too  often  those  writing  about  moral  and  ethical 
issues  of  children  tend  to  refer  to  children  as  if  they 
were  objects  that  adults  need  to  somehow  manipulate 
and  change.  Typically,  children  are  portrayed  as  either 
innocent  victims  or  as  having  been  corrupted  by  society. 
How  refreshing  it  is  to  read  Robert  Coles'  book  for  he 
"listens"  to  children  as  they  struggle  to  make  sense  out 
of  their  lives.  He  sees  children  as  pilgrims  on  a  journey 
of  discovery,  and  he  "models"  how  we  might  assist 
them  on  their  pilgrimage. 

The  book  is  divided  into  three  sections:  ("I.  Moral 
Intelligence,  II.  The  Moral  Archaeology  of  Childhood, 
and  III.  Letters  to  Parents  and  Teachers").  In  the  first 
section,  several  children  come  to  life  such  as  Elaine,  age 
9,  who  is  accused  of  cheating  by  another  student. 
Should  the  incident  be  dismissed  because  Elaine  was 
going  through  a  "stressful"  time?  What  about  the 
reporting  student;  what  should  be  the  response  to  his 
intervention  that  might  assist  him  in  his  own  moral 
development? 

A  legalistic  courtlike  process  ensued,  but  Dr.  Coles 
wondered  "For  the  sake  of  that  entire  fourth-grade 
classroom,  however,  I  hope  that  had  I  been  its  teacher  I 
would  have  been  willing  and  able  to  take  immediate 
notice  of  what  was  happening,  moved  quickly  to  talk 
with  Elaine  and  her  observers,  her  skeptics,  and  her 
accusers,  individually  and  together.  I  would  have  made 
clear  to  all  of  them  that  this  was  a  serious  matter,  that 
the  integrity  of  the  entire  class  was  at  stake,  that 
cheating  was  impermissible,  and  that  henceforth, 
cheating  noticed  by  others  would  become  an  issue  for 
the  entire  class  to  consider.  In  that  way,  I'd  be  sparing 
Elaine  and  those  who  alleged  wrongdoing  on  her  part  an 
immediate  public  confrontation —  unless  there  was  a 
next  time.  I  would  also  hope  to  have  learned  from  this 
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experience,  so  that  at  some  point  the  whole  class  would 
indeed  be  asked  to  engage  with  the  issues  of  cheating 
through  discussions  and  written  compositions." 

Interspersed  with  such  moving  stories  about 
children,  Dr.  Coles  lets  readers  be  privy  to  his  thoughts 
and  mental  images.  He  shares  memories  and  readings 
from  the  past  such  as  Anna  Freud's  "yes"  and  "no": 
"We  have  learned,  I  think,  that  the  yes  that  goes  with 
understanding  a  child's  drives  has  to  be  balanced  by  the 
no  that  goes  with  understanding  something  else,  the 
requirements  of  a  reliable  conscience."  And  from 
Pascal,  "  'When  I  consider  the  short  duration  of  my  life, 
swallowed  up  in  the  eternity  before  and  after,  the  little 
space  which  I  fill,  and  even  can  see,  engulfed  in  the 
infinite  immensity  of  spaces  of  which  I  am  ignorant, 
here  rather  than  there;  for  there  is  no  reason  why  here 
rather  than  there,  why  now  rather  than  then.  Who  has 
put  me  here?  By  whose  order  and  direction  has  this 
place  and  time  been  allotted  me?'  (Coles  adds)  A 
seventeenth-century  Frenchman,  a  scientist  and  moral 
philosopher  struggling  to  find  his  bearings,  asking  the 
great  whys  of  existence  in  a  most  humble  way  —  even 
as  I  had  just  heard  a  bright,  knowing  late-twentieth- 
century  American  girl  similarly  try  to  fathom  the 
mystery  of  her  particular  life,  its  qualities  and  gifts,  their 
ultimate  meaning,  if  any.' 

In  the  Section  II,  Dr.  Coles  helps  us  understand  the 
"Moral  Archaeology  of  Childhood"  as  he  shares  with  us 
his  observations  of  and  conversations  with  children  as 
seekers  of  the  meaning  of  life,  of  what  is  right  and 
wrong,  from  a  moral  life  that  precedes  language  to 
adolescent  struggles  for  identity.  And  in  the  final 
Section  III,  "Letters  to  Parents  and  Teachers,"  he  begins 
with  this  paragraph:  "By  now  I  hope  it  has  become  clear 
to  you,  the  reader,  that  our  sons  and  daughters,  our 


students,  of  whatever  age,  are  on  the  lookout  for  moral 
(as  well  as  psychological,  cognitive,  or  intellectual) 
direction.  Babies  need  to  learn  no  and  yes;  elementary 
school  children  need  to  learn  how  to  get  along  with 
others,  how  to  engage  with  them  (in  the  tradition  of  the 
Golden  Rule)  as  one  would  hope  to  be  engaged  by  them; 
teenagers  need  to  figure  out  how  to  regard  their  newly 
capable,  yearning  bodies  and,  too,  the  various  interests 
and  preferences  and  attitudes  constantly  being  thrust 
upon  them,  by  friends,  by  advertisements,  by  actors  and 
actresses,  announcers,  singers  and  musicians,  by  sports 
heroes.  How  ought  we,  you  and  I,  as  parents  or  as 
teachers  (parents  are,  again  always  teachers)  to  do  the 
best  possible  job  of  handing  our  principles  and 
convictions  and  values  to  this  next  generation,  which 
belongs  to  our  children  or  students?" 

What  does  this  book  have  to  offer —  certainly  not 
moral  platitudes  or  "preaching"  —  but  new  ways  of 
joining  with  our  children  and  those  we  work  with  as 
guides  and  fellow  explorers  in  a  journey  of  discovery 
and  change.  For  parents,  Sunday  School  teachers,  and 
others  who  regularly  interact  with  children,  it  can  help 
us  to  see  that  moral  development  is  not  simply  a 
pedagogical  curriculum  but  a  way  of  thinking,  acting 
and  feeling  that  can  help  children  (and  indeed  adults  — 
for  we  also  can  learn  from  and  with  children)  become 
morally  intelligent. 

I  heartily  recommend  this  book  to  everyone 
interested  in  children,  and  I  thank  Robert  Coles  for 
writing  this  major  contribution  to  child  development  and 
religious  education  literature 

—  Dr.  Powell  is  an  Associate  Professor  in  the  School  of  Social  Work 
at  East  Carolina  University  and  a  member  of  St.  Paul 's  Episcopal 
Church,  Greenville. 


TO:  diocese.ec@coastalnet.com 

CONGRATULATIONS!  And  thank  you.  The  Advent  1997  issue  of  Cross 
Current  is  the  best  yet!  Concise.  Precise.  Topical.  Useful.  The  Slow  down.  Quiet. 
It's  Advent!  calendar  is  helpful  to  remind  us  to  keep  the  Advent  season  special. 
And  our  dear  Bishop's  Advent  Meditations-in-a-Minute  are  a  most 
thoughtprovoking  spiritual  guide  for  daily  reflection  during  this  penitential 
season.  Both  are  on  my  refrigerator  and  keep  reminding  me  that  this  is  a  time  to 
prepare  for  the  glorious  birth  of  our  Lord  and  Savior,  Jesus  Christ.  Praise  be  to 
God! 

And  thank  you  again  for  a  wonderful  Cross  Current.  May  God  be  with  you  all 
as  you  continue  sharing  the  good  news  of  our  diocese  with  us. 

Sincerely, 
Su  Vick 

St.  John  s  Episcopal  Church,  Fayetteville 
To  the  Editor: 

Because  the  issue  of  human  sexuality  is  a  major  concern  of  our  church  today, 
we  would  like  to  inform  the  people  of  our  diocese  about  an  organization  called 


Exodus  International.  Exodus  is  a  nationally  recognized  support  group  whose 
purpose  is:  ".  .  .to  glorify  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  by  proclaiming  his  desire  and 
incredible  power  to  release  people  from  life  controlling  problems.  .  ."  such  as 
those  concerning  human  sexuality,  ".  .  .  both  heterosexual  and  homosexual." 

Their  program  consists  of  insight-oriented  teaching  toward  the  goal  of 
understanding  and  self  management.  "It  is  through  weekly  support  group 
meetings  that  our  clients  find  the  encouragement  needed  to  persevere  and 
progress."  Exodus  believes  that  support  groups  such  as  AA  are  helpful  means  to 
assist  in  overcoming  ".  .  .many  types  of  life  controlling  problems." 

We  believe  that  Exodus  can  be  an  outstanding  resource  of  help.  Them  are  five 
chapters  of  Exodus  in  North  Carolina  and  chapters  in  Virginia  as  well.  The 
Exodus  office  closest  to  Eastern  Carolina  is  located  in  Raleigh.  The  Executive 
Director  is  Mr.  Ron  Elmore.  The  Raleigh  Office  may  be  reached  at  919/859-9191 
(fax  and  voice  mail).  Their  address  is  P.O.  Box  28294,  Raleigh  NC  27611-8294. 
Exodus  International,  North  America,  may  be  reached  at  P.O.  77652,  Seattle,  WA 
98177.  Their  fax  is  206/784-7872.  Their  telephone  is  206/784-7799. 

We  bid  your  prayers  and  help  in  encouraging  and  supporting  this  ministry. 

Sincerely, 
Nancy  D.  Rascoe 
Philip  S.  McMullan 
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Lent  —  A  Healing  Balm  for  the  Soul 

by  Jo-Ann  McRae 

I  believe  that  at  our  conception  God  blew  the  breath  of  life  into  us  —  as  surely 
as  he  gave  breath  to  Jesus  in  Mary's  womb.  Think  of  our  blood,  if  you  will,  as  the 
carrying  case  for  that  instrument  of  love  and  life  that  lives  within  us  —  the  vehicle 
to  carry  the  living  Christ  that  dwells  within  is  all. 

We  have  the  choice  to  accept  or  deny  that  which  indwells  within  us.  Our  choice, 
however,  does  not  alter  the  fact  that  He  lives  with  each  of  us  —  flowing  throughout 
our  body  in  our  blood  —  engulfing  our  soul  with  the  energy  to  empower  our  spirit 
to  know  His  spirit. 

What  a  comfort  to  know  we  are  never  alone  —  even  when  we  feel  lonely.  Our 
"feelings"  do  not  validate  the  reality  of  his  presence.  We  always  have  access  to 
"bring  up"  our  awareness  of  God  —  but  too  often  we  delete  that  capacity  by  the 
sheer  act  of  indifference  and  apathy. 

The  season  of  Lent  can  be  a  prescription  to  mend  and  heal  this  dis-ease  of 
indifference  into  which  we  fall  —  falling  sometimes  without  any  awareness  of  the 
acute  risk  in  which  our  soul  abides. 

The  pill  of  penitential  reflection  is  a  bitter  one  for  many  to  swallow,  but  once 
ingested,  its  smoothing  balm  releases  a  deep  healing  within  our  being.  We  need  the 
40  days  of  intensive  care  before  we  can  rejoice  on  Easter  morning  in  a  state  of 
healing  grace. 

In  the  reality  of  our  physical  world,  we  cannot  move  from  a  devastating  disease 
to  complete  recovery  without  a  period  of  recuperation.  Do  not  expect  to  reap 
completely  the  harvest  of  Easter  without  first  experiencing  the  slow  deliberate 
renewal  of  your  precious  soul  in  Lenten  oblation. 

Lenten  services  offered  at  your  local  parish  can  be  instrumental  in  the  healing 
process  for  every  searching  soul.  Beginning  with  Ash  Wednesday,  we  can  start  the 
self-examination  of  our  inner  life.  I  invite  you  to  allow  Bible  reading,  prayer  time, 
holy  listening  and  Lenten  devotions  to  be  the  medicine  which  will  replenish  the  dis- 
ease of  your  soul.  Exercise  your  freedom  to  keep  Maundy  Thursday,  Good  Friday 
and  Holy  Saturday  as  part  of  His  prescribed  treatment. 

The  healing  power  of  His  grace  will  be  evident  to  you  on  Easter  morn  when  you 
have  walked  with  Him  in  humble  submission  during  the  days  of  Lenten  oblation. 
The  joys  of  Easter,  felt  within  our  soul,  is  reached  through  the  realization  of  what  He 
gave  up  so  that  we  might  live  forever  with  Him.  This  Easter  experience  can  be  our 
personal  joy  over  and  over  again.  It  is  up  to  us  to  allow  His  healing  balm  to  relieve 
the  disease  of  our  soul  —  day  after  day  —  one  day  at  a  time  —  forever  more. 

—  Jo-Ann  McRae  is  an  Oblate  of  the  Order  of  Julian  of  Norwich  and  a  member 
of  the  Spiritual  Resources  Commission. 

Mend  and  Heal  Your  Soul 
During  A  Lenten  Quiet  Day 

Quiet  Day  at  Trinity  Center 

The  Rev.  James  Cooke,  Jr.  rector  of  St.  Anne's,  Jacksonville,  will  lead  the 
Lenten  Quiet  Day  on  February  1 9  at  Trinity  Center. 

The  Day  includes  two  meditations,  Morning  and  Noonday  Prayers  and  a  closing 
Eucharist.  Spiritual  direction  will  also  be  available. 

To  register  call  the  diocesan  house,  1/888/622-4778.  The  $12  registration  fee 
includes  lunch. 

If  you  would  like  additional  time,  you  may  come  the  night  before.  Several 
rooms  will  be  available  and  you  may  reserve  one  by  calling  Jacque  Mason  at  Trinity 
Center,  919/246-5600. 

Lenten  Quiet  Day  at  St.  Francis,  Goldsboro 

The  Rev.  Tom  Cure  will  lead  a  quiet  day  on  Saturday,  March  28  from  9:00  a.m. 
to  3:00  p.m.  at  St.  Francis',  Goldsboro.  To  register  call  the  church  office,  919/735- 
9845.  The  $10  registration  fee  includes  lunch  and  is  payable  the  day  of  the  retreat. 


"Behold,  I  Make 
All  Things  New" 

It's  Not  Too  Late.  .  . 
Register  now  for  the  Lenten  Retreats 

Sister  Monica  from  The  Order  of  Julian  of  Norwich  (OJN)  will  lead  both  the 
Clergy  and  Diocesan  Lenten  Retreats  held  at  Trinity  Center. 

To  register,  please  fill  out  the  appropriate  registration  form  and  return  it  with 
your  registration  fee  to  Nancy  Craig,  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  RO.  Box 
1336,  Kinston,  NC  28503.  Please  make  checks  payable  to  the  Diocese 

of  East  Carolina.  Q 



Clergy  Lenten  Retreat 

5:30  p.m.  Sunday,  March  1  -  Lunch,  Tuesday,  March  3 

Retreat  costs:  $115  including  room  and  meals.  $20  deposit  required. 


Name 


Address:. 


Phone: 


Diocesan  Lenten  Retreat 

5:30  p.m.  Friday,  March  6  -  Lunch,  Sunday,  March  8 

Retreat  costs:  $115  including  room  and  meals.  $20  deposit  required. 


Name 


Address: 


Phone: 
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OFFERING 

in  Our  Diocese  and  Beyond 


February  13       Evensong  with  Schola  Cantorum  at  St.  Paul's 
-D  in  the  Pines,  Fayetteville,  6  p.m. 

February  15       All-Bach  Benefit  Concert  presented  by  Janette  Fishell 
for  the  new  organ  project,  a  cooperative  venture  between 
St.  Paul's,  Greenville  and  ECU.  First  Presbyterian  Church, 
New  Bern,  4  p.m. 

February  22        Alleluia  Sunday  Evensong  by  the  St.  Cecillia's  Choir 
and  the  women  of  the  St.  Paul's  Choir  at  St.  Paul's, 
Greenville,  5  p.m.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  service, 
•D  the  choir  and  the  congregation  will  enact  the  ceremonial 

"burying"  of  the  Alleluia  that  will  reappear 
at  the  Easter  Vigil. 

February  27       The  Badgett  Sisters  sing  a  capella  gospel  and  regional  rap 
for  Fridays  at  St.  James,  Wilmington,  12:10  p.m.  followed 
by  lunch.  Make  reservations  for  lunch  by  calling 
910/763-1628. 

March  1  John  Rutter  Requiem  performed  by  several  church  choirs 

•D  at  St.  Mary's,  Kinston,  5  p.m. 

March  1  Evensong  with  the  Christ  Church  Choir,  Christ  Church, 

New  Bern,  5  p.m.  Dinner  to  follow. 

March  1-29        Sunday  Lenten  Concerts  and  Compline  at  St.  Paul's, 
Jj  Greenville,  5p.m. 

March  8  Evensong  with  the  Schola  Cantorum  at  Christ  Church, 

New  Bern,  5  p.m.  Dinner  to  follow. 

March  13  Festival  Eucharist  with  "Requiem"  excerpts 

•U  at  Christ  Church,  New  Bern. 

March  15  Evensong  with  the  St.  James',  Wilmington,  Choir 

at  Christ  Church,  New  Bern,  5  p.m.  Dinner  to  follow. 

March  22  Happy  Birthday,  Johann  Sebastian  Bach!  Fifth  Gala 

Concert  of  Organ,  Instrumental  and  Vocal  music  by  the 
master,  performed  at  St.  James',  Wilmington. 

March  28  An  Evening  with  Mozart,  performed  by  the  Wilmington 

Choral  Society,  directed  by  David  Williams  at  St.  James', 
a  Wilmington,  8  p.m.  The  evening  will  feature  the  Miss 

Brevis  in  F  and  Regina  Coeli.  Cost  for  adults  is  $9  and 
seniors/students  is  $7. 

The  Joint  Commission  on  Liturgy  and  Music  sponsors  this  ongoing  calendar 
of  musical  offerings  available  to  all  in  our  diocese  and  beyond.  If  you  would  like 
to  have  events  in  your  parish  listed,  please  send  them  to  Mrs.  Betsy  Overton,  Rt.  1, 
Box  254,  Aulander,  NC  27805.  The  calendar  will  be  updated  with  each  edition 
of  Cross  Current. 
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IJ!  Calendar 


February 

Foundation  Board,  Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville,  12  p.m. 
115th  Diocesan  Convention,  Fayetteville 
Elderhostel 

Cross  Current  Deadline 
Camp  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  10  a.m. 
Quiet  Day,  Trinity  Center 
St.  James',  Wilmington,  Parish  Retreat 
Upper  Cape  Fear  Deanery  Confirmation, 
Trinity  Church,  Lumberton,  3:30  p.m. 
Christ  Church,  New  Bern,  Parish  Retreat 
Happening  Board/Staff,  Diocesan  House 
Sharp  Building  Dedication,  Trinity  Center,  1 :30  p.m. 

March 

Clergy  Lenten  Retreat 

House  of  Bishops,  Kanuga 

Diocesan  Lenten  Retreat 

New  Beginnings  #21,Trinity  Center 

Commission  on  Ministry  Overnight,  Trinity  Center 

Stewardship  &  Wardens'  Conference 

Elderhostel 

Church  of  the  Advent,  Williamston,  Women's  Retreat 

St.  Thomas',  Windsor,  Vestry  Retreat 

St.  Mary's,  Kinston,  Couples  Retreat 

Happening  #31,  Trinity  Center 

Board  of  Trinity  Center,  Trinity  Center,  10  a.m. 


12 

12-14 

15-20 

18 

19 

19 

20-22 
22 

27-3/1 

28 

28 


1-3 
4-9 

6-  8 

7-  8 
9-10 
13-15 
15-20 
21-22 
27-28 
27-28 
27-29 
31 


The  Bishop's  Visitation  Schedule 

Feb.  15  Absalom  Jones  Service,  St.  Augustine's,  Kinston 
Feb.  22      Trinity,  Lumberton 

Upper  Cape  Fear  Deanery  Confirmation 
Mar.  1        St.  Peter's,  Washington 
Mar.  8        House  of  Bishops,  Kanuga 
Mar.  15      Wardens'  Conference 
Mar.  22      Holy  Trinity,  Hampstead 
Mar.  29      St.  Andrew's,  Nags  Head 
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East  Carolina's 
Convention  Welcomes 
the  New 


by  Alicia  Alford 

or  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  the 
theme  of  the  1 1 5th  diocesan 
convention,  "Behold,  I  make  all  things  new" 
(Revelations  21:5),  could  not  have  been  more 
prophetic.  Working  with  late  diocesan  Bishop 
Sidney  Sanders  and  then  Bishop  Coadjutor  Clifton 
Daniel,  3rd,  the  convention  committee  chose  the 
theme  in  early  1 997  not  knowing  the  changes  the 
year  would  bring. 

The  convention's  opening  service  melded  a 
celebration  of  the  life  and  ministry  of  Absalom 
Jones,  the  first  Afro-American  priest  of  the 
Episcopal  church,  and  the  investiture  of  Bishop 
Daniel  as  diocesan  bishop.  (He  has  been  serving 
in  this  capacity  since  June  1997  when  Bishop 
Sanders  died.)  African  drummers  and  dancers, 
colorful  banners,  and  African-American  spirituals 
combined  for  a  stunning  representation  of  the 
church  in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina.  Even  the 
visiting  bishops  — •"  the  Rt.  Rev.  David  Alvarez, 
bishop  of  East  Carolina's  companion  diocese  of 
Puerto  Rico;  the  Rt.  Rev.  Ernest  M.  Shalita, 
Bishop  of  the  Diocese  of  Muhabura  in  Uganda; 


Bishops  from  across  the  Anglican  Communion  celebrate  Holy  Eucharist  at  the  115th  diocesan  convention. 


and  the  Rt.  Rev.  Edward  L.  Salmon,  Jr.,  Bishop  of 
the  Diocese  of  South  Carolina  and  President  of 
Province  IV  —  seemed  to  reflect  the  growing 
diversity  among  the  church  in  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina. 

Focusing  on  inclusivity  and  love  for  all, 
Bishop  Daniel's  address  set  the  tone  for  the 
convention  and  outlined  his  vision  for  the 
diocese. 

"The  Church  is  not  meant  to  be  dull  or 
homogenous,"  stated  Daniel,  "but  expansive, 


diverse,  restless,  searching  out  God's  will  and 
new  arenas  for  ministry,  growing." 

Daniel  outlined  several  new  initiatives  for 
ministry  begun  in  the  past  year:  a  system  of 
pastoral  care  for  retired  clergy;  a  ministry  for 
persons  with  AIDS  and  their  caregivers;  a 
Commission  on  Hunger,  Peace  and  Justice;  a 
Spirituality  Commission;  a  committee  studying 
the  feasibility  of  establishing  a  retirement 
community  in  the  diocese;  and  a  consulting 
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IN  THE  ANGLICAN  COMMUNION 

A  global  community 
of  70  million  Anglicans 
in  36  member  churches/ 
provinces. 


ARCHBISHOP  OF  CANTERBURY 

The  Most  Rev.  and  Rt.  Hon.  George  Carey 

Lambeth  Palace,  London,  England  SE 1  7JU 
Anglican  Consultative  Council,  14  Great  Peter  Street, 
London,  England  S  W 1 P  3NQ 
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IN  THE  UNITED  STATES 


A  community  of  2.5  million 
members  in  1 1 8  dioceses  in 
the  Americas  and  abroad. 
Established  1789. 

PRESIDING  BISHOP 

The  Most  Rev.  Frank  T.  Griswold 


Episcopal  Church  Center,  8 1 5  Second  Avenue, 
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IN  THE  DIOCESE 
OF  EAST  CAROLINA 

A  community  of  over  14,137 
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Founded  in  1883. 
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The  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd 
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committee  to  begin  working  on 
a  long-range  plan  for  the 
diocese. 

Plans  for  the  coming  year 
include  appointing  an 
archdeacon  for  pastoral 
oversight,  placement  and 
education  of  deacons  and 
developing  a  long-range  plan 
for  the  diocese. 

Daniel  also  recalled  the 
image  of  Rosa  Parks  on  the  bus 
in  Montgomery,  Alabama  in  the 
1950s.  Daniel  related  his  wish 
that  he  could  have  sat  beside 
her  on  that  bus  and  washed  her 
feet.  Noting  that  the  fight  with 
racism  is  not  over,  Daniel 
stated,  "I  share  this  image  of 
kneeling  at  the  feet  of  Rosa 
Parks  because  it  is  part  of  my 
vision  for  being  your  bishop." 

More  than  200  people 
attended  the  hearing  on  three 
resolutions  addressing  issues  of 
human  sexuality  —  one  calling 
for  support  of  the  ministry  of 
"Exodus";  one  seeking 
endorsement  of  the  Kuala 
Lumpur  statement  on  human 
sexuality;  and  one  to  adopt  the 
American  Anglican  Council's  A 
Place  to  Stand:  A  Call  to 
Mission  —  all  three  resolutions 
were  soundly  defeated  on  the 
convention  floor.  The  only 
other  resolution  which  failed  to 
pass  was  one  permitting 
absentee  ballots  during  parish 
elections. 

Resolutions  which  did  pass  were:  in 
memoriam  of  Bishops  Thomas  Henry  Wright, 
the  fourth  Bishop  of  East  Carolina,  and  Brice 
Sidney  Sanders,  the  sixth  Bishop  of  East 
Carolina;  supporting  the  centennial  celebration  of 
St.  Joseph's  Church  in  Fayetteville;  supporting 
Transit  200 1 ,  a  state-wide  plan  for  mass  transit; 
supporting  dialogue  between  growers  and 


The  Rev.  Canon  Phillip  Craig,  Sr. 
delivers  sermon  at  opening 
service. 


Youth  representative  speaks 
on  convention  floor. 


Thurifer  David  Abbott  processes 
during  the  opening  service. 


Dean  Jane  Martin  receives 
communion  during  the  closing 
of  convention. 


M  CftPE  FEAR  DEANERY  • 


 — . 


Proceeds  from  bake  sale  support  deanery  outreach  ministries. 


farmworkers;  and  requesting  a  recording  of 
Advent  hymns  by  the  Schola  Cantorum,  a 
diocesan  vocal  ensemble. 

In  other  business,  the  convention  approved  a 
$1.7  million  budget  for  1998.  The  Rev.  Phillip 
Craig,  Sr.  was  invested  as  Canon  to  the  Ordinary 
and  Bruce  Nolin  was  welcomed  as  the  new 
deployment  officer  for  the  diocese. 
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Receiving  Post  -  Its  from  God 

The  Bishop  s  Homily  to  the  115th  Diocesan  Convention 


Bishop  Daniel  joined  by  (Ift.  to  rt.)  the  Rev.  Augustine  Joseph  and  Deacons  Vera  Hayes  and  Sue  Moody-Duvall 
during  the  Liturgy  of  the  Table. 


Saturday  morning  of  the  diocesan 
convention  was  destined  to  be  a  long  one. 
The  schedule  on  this  last  day  of  convention 
included  voting  on  several  controversial  and 
emotional  resolutions.  Resolutions  supporting 
the  ministry  of  "Exodus,"  endorsing  the  Kuala 
Lumpur  statement  on  human  sexuality,  and  the 
American  Anglican  Council's  A  Place  to  Stand: 
A  Call  to  Mission  had  attendees  a  bit 
apprehensive  about  what  the  morning  would 
bring. 

Those  present  on  the  convention  floor 
welcomed  the  opportunity  to  begin  the  day  with 
prayer  and  worship.  Delegates,  alternates  and 
visitors,  alike,  looked  to  their  bishop  to  set  the 
tone.  They  looked  to  him  for  leadership. 

The  bishop's  words  broke  the  ice  and  lifted 
the  dread  enveloping  the  room.  Daniel 
reminded  those  gathered  that  God  is  a  joyful 
God  and  that  the  work  we  offer  up  to  God, 
whether  at  home,  at  church  or  at  convention,  is 
to  be  offered  prayerfully  and  JOY  fully. 

Bishop  Daniel  began  by  telling  of  his 
assistant  priest  in  Rhode  Island  who  believed 
that  God  sent  her  post-it  notes.  The  notes  were 
gentle  reminders  of  God's  constant  presence. 
They  were  little  things  like  a  billboard  saying 
"Phone  Home"  at  just  the  moment  she'd  been 
out  of  touch  with  her  family. 

Daniel  admitted  that  for  awhile  he  had 
looked  at  these  post-its  of  hers  with  skepticism, 
unsure  if  they  were  some  strange  form  of 
voodoo  or  new-age  Christianity.  But  over  time 
he,  too,  had  developed  an  awareness  of  post-it 
notes  in  his  life. 

Bishop  Daniel  then  told  of  his  arrival  at  the 
hotel  in  Fayetteville.  "I  arrived  feeling  like  an 
anxious  boy,"  he  recalled.  He  felt  alone, 
overwhelmed  by  what  lay  ahead.  But  his 
trepidation  had  been  laid  aside  when  early  in 
the  convention,  Daniel  received  three  post-it 
notes  from  God. 

The  first  one  appeared  Thursday  afternoon 
when  he  walked  out  of  his  room  to  the  parking 
lot.  A  rainbow  appeared  in  the  sky. 

"The  rainbow,  a  sign  of  promise  from  God  . 
.  .  a  promise  that  I  am  always  with  you.  You 


are  never  alone.  You  are  not  quite  as  lost  as 
you  feel,"  said  Daniel. 

On  Thursday  night,  he  received  his  second 
post-it.  He  pulled  into  the  parking  lot  at  St. 
Patrick's  Roman  Catholic  Church  for  the 
opening  Eucharist  of  convention;  he  parked 
behind  a  car  with  a  license  plate  reading 
"ORATE!" 

"Pray.  .  .  in  the  imperative.  Exclamation 
Point.  That  was  God  saying  to  me,"  recounted 
Daniel,  "your  work  now  is  to  simply  pray.  Pray 
through  the  service.  Pray  through  the 
convention,  your  life  and  your  work.  Pray  so 
that  prayer  becomes  soothing,  a  natural  rhythm 
of  your  life." 

Bishop  Daniel's  third  post-it  came  twice. 
When  he  greeted  Bishop  Ernest  Shalita,  Bishop 
of  Muhabura  in  Uganda,  Bishop  Shalita 
introduced  his  wife  Joy. 

"I  met  his  wife  Joy,"  recalled  Daniel.  "I 
thought  what  a  lovely  name,  what  a  lovely 
word.  A  few  minutes  later  Joy  Page  from 
Lumberton  walked  across  the  room  and  I 
caught  a  glimpse  of  her  name  tag,  JOY.  I 
thought  T  got  it  this  time  Lord.' 

"This  post-it  says  salvation  and 


reconciliation  come  from  God  to  you.  You  are 
not  saved  because  you  are  so  cute  or  so  good. 
Our  response  is  not  trying  to  become  the  perfect 
person.  Our  response  is  a  prayerful  response, 
saying  'I'm  a  mess  Lord,  a  prayerful  mess. 
Save  me.  Put  me  in  the  community  I  need  to  be 
in  to  find  your  salvation.' 

"Our  mission  is  to  find  those  around  us  and 
to  say  to  them  'you  are  loved  and  you  are  not 
alone." 

"The  knowledge  of  God's  salvation  brings 
joy.  There  is  a  difference  between  joy  and 
happiness.  Happiness  is  fleeting.  Joy  is  the 
foundation  stone  to  build  a  life  of  ministry  and 
prayer.  Joy  comes  from  without.  Joy  is  from 
God." 

"Joy  is  God's  love  apprehended  in  a  way 
that  is  life  changing.  Joy  is  the  presence  of 
God." 

Bishop  Daniel  concluded  his  homily  by 
warning  those  gathered  not  to  rush  out  looking 
for  God's  post-its.  "Don't  go  looking  for  post- 
its,"  he  said,  "they  find  you." 

"Pray  God  that  we  be  alert  to  respond  to 
God's  love  so  we  may  be  people  of  joy  and 
share  that  joy  with  others." 
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Ties  Abound  in  the  Anglican  Communion 

Ugandan  Bishop  Visits  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 

by  Alicia  Alford 


When  the  Rev.  Charles  Gill,  rector  of  St. 
Andrew's  by  the  Sea,  Nags  Head,  was  ordained 
to  the  diaconate  on  June  3,  1978,  the  fact  that  the 
day  was  the  day  of  the  Martyrs  of  Uganda  meant 
little  to  him  personally.  Since  then  it  has  come 
to  mean  a  lot. 

One  of  the  first  things  Gill  was  asked  to  do  as 
a  young  priest  was  to  drive  Ugandan  Bishop 
Yona  Okoth  around  Richmond,  Virginia.  Bishop 
Okoth  had  fled  Uganda  after  being  summoned  to 
Kampala,  the  capital  of  Uganda,  by  Idi  Amin. 
Those  summoned  by  Amin  were  rarely  seen 
again. 

While  en  route  to  Kampala,  the  car  in  which 
Okoth  and  his  family  were  traveling  broke  down. 
The  convoy  of  soldiers  left  the  Bishop  and  his 
family  with  a  guard  while  they  went  to  retrieve 
a  spare  part.  While  the  soldiers  were  away, 
Okoth  converted  the  guard  to  Christianity  and 
the  whole  group  fled,  winding  up  in  the  United 
States.  Later,  Okoth  returned  to  Uganda  and 
became  archbishop. 

For  Gill,  meeting  Bishop  Okoth  created  a 
personal  connection  to  his  ordination  day.  Since 
then,  Gill  has  become  an  active  advocate  of 
African  Team  Ministries,  a  ministry  which  aids 
orphans  and  needy  African  children,  particularly 
with  their  educational  expenses. 

Through  Gill's  involvement  with  African 
Team  Ministries,  another  connection  was  made. 
The  Rt.  Rev.  Ernest  Shalita,  Bishop  of 
Muhabura,  Uganda,  and  his  wife,  Joy,  joined  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina  for  its  1 15th  annual 
convention.  Shalita  was  visiting  the  United 
States  as  one  of  the  directors  of  African  Team 
Ministries. 

Shalita  is  the  first  bishop  of  Uganda's  newest 
diocese,  the  Diocese  of  Muhabura,  formed  in 
1990.  The  diocese,  located  in  the  south  of 
Uganda  along  the  Rwandan  border,  has  88,000 
members  served  by  32  parishes  and  52  clergy. 
(There  are  6  million  Anglicans  in  the  27 
Ugandan  dioceses.) 


The  Diocese  of  Muhabura  is  one  of  the 
dioceses  that  administers  African  Team 
Ministries'  funds.  African  Team  Ministries  asks 
sponsors  to  contribute  $20  per  month  to  sponsor 
a  child.  The  money  is  given  to  the  children  to 
help  pay  for  school  uniforms  and  scholastic 
materials.  In  the  Diocese  of  Muhabura,  2,000 
orphans  have  been  helped  and  another  2,000 
remain  on  a  waiting  list  for  aid.  Even  with 
assistance  available,  only  about  45%  of  the 
school-age  children  attend  school.  Of  those  that 
do  attend,  they  spend  an  average  of  seven  years 
in  school. 

According  to  Bishop  Shalita,  the  main  reason 
that  children  don't  attend  or  drop  out  of  school  is 
lack  of  finances.  The  government  pays  school 
entry  fees,  but  Uganda's  impoverished  families 
cannot  afford  the  remaining  expenses. 

Bishop  Shalita  sees  education  as  an  important 
ministry  in  the  diocese  and  an  important  tool  for 
evangelism.  In  addition  to  sponsoring  children 
in  primary  school,  the  diocese  operates  a 
vocational  training  center  for  children  who  have 
dropped  out  of  school.  The  vocational  center 
teaches  carpentry,  building,  masonry  and  home 
economics.  Shalita  points  out  that  it  is  important 
that  girls  are  given  opportunities  as  well  as  boys. 

According  to  Shalita,  these  children  are 
"being  helped  so  they  can  help  others.  We  want 
to  teach  them  how  to  handle  living  by 
themselves." 

Self-sufficiency  is  a  theme  of  all  the 
ministries  of  the  Diocese  of  Muhabura,  and  in  a 
country  with  1.5  million  people  testing  HIV 
positive  this  is  no  small  task.  The  preface  to  the 
79  page  outline  of  the  Diocese  of  Muhabura's 
five-year  development  plan  states,  "The  people 
of  Uganda  face  many  economic,  political  and 
social  problems.  The  Church  seeks  to  alleviate 
these  in  a  holistic  way,  addressing  the  needs  of 
body,  mind  and  spirit  of  individuals,  who 
ultimately  contribute  to  a  healthy  community." 

The  plan  outlines  diverse  ministries 
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Bishop  Ernest  Shalita  and  his  wife,  Joy,  enjoy 
the  convention  banquet. 


including:  literacy  campaigns;  building  water 
catchment  tanks;  teaching  re-forestation 
techniques;  forming  agricultural  co-operatives 
and  projects,  like  bee  keeping,  poultry  keeping, 
zero  grazing;  providing  health  services  and  safe 
drinking  water;  and  improving  nutritional 
standards  and  housing. 

Bishop  Shalita  considers  all  of  these 
ministries  acts  of  evangelism.  "We  reach  people 
then  they  hear  the  word  and  the  Holy  Spirit 
works  in  them  —  what  we  call  reverence,"  says 
Shalita. 

Speaking  with  Bishop  Shalita,  one  is 
impressed  by  the  scope  of  the  diocese's 
undertakings  and  by  the  gentle  reverence  that  he 
manifests.  Evidence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  at  work 
can  be  found  within  Shalita's  own  family. 
Growing-up,  Shalita's  family  was  not  Christian. 
Shalita  attended  a  Christian  school  and  his  life 
began  to  change,  as  did  his  family.  While 
Shalita  was  a  priest,  his  father  was  baptized  and 
his  mother  was  baptized  while  he  was  a  bishop. 
Shalita  later  confirmed  his  own  mother. 
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Music  of  Convention  Draws  on  Diverse  Traditions 


by  Joyce  Lipe 


The  sound  of  trumpets  began  the  prelude. 
The  music  swelled  with  hymns  of  praise.  Then 
the  vibrant  rhythm  of  African  drums  was  heard 
and  felt.  In  a  glorious  moment,  singers,  dancers 
and  drummers  led  the  procession  down  the 
center  aisle  of  St.  Patrick's  Roman  Catholic 
Church  in  Fayetteville.  As  the  congregation 
joined  in  and  hundreds  of  voices  blended  in 
harmony,  the  115th  Convention  of  the  Diocese 
of  East  Carolina  was  underway,  rejoicing  in  the 
glory  of  God. 

Music  brings  such  life  to  the  liturgy. 
Hearing  the  marvelous  mixture  of  harmonies, 
cultures  and  languages  left  no  doubt  that  "music 
is  a  universal  language." 

Even  the  choirs  of  the  diocese  presented  a 
mixture  of  styles  and  traditions.  The  Episcopal 
Consultative  Commission  (ECC)  Choir  offered 
hymns  with  a  wonderful  gospel  sound,  while 
the  Schola  Cantorum  presented  traditional 
Anglican  anthems.  The  Diocesan  Choir 
members  came  together  from  across  the  diocese 
determined  to  learn  difficult  music  in  two 
rehearsals,  all  for  the  love  of  music  and  the  love 
of  God. 

Through  the  innovative  use  of  music,  the 
service  offered  diversity  in  praise  and 
thanksgiving  to  our  Lord.  The  musical  offering 
included  Randall  Thompson's  "Alleluia!"; 
newer  settings  for  familiar  words,  such  as  the 
Sanctus  set  to  the  old  hymn,  "Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem"  and  the  Proclamation  of  Faith  set  to 
the  tune  of  "We  Shall  Overcome";  the  beautiful 
Mozart,  "Ave  Verum";  and  the  dismissal  hymn, 
"All  Hail  the  Power  of  Jesus'  Name."  With 
such  variety,  every  musical  appetite  was  fed  and 
nourished. 

As  the  convention  proceeded,  an 
introduction  to  further  innovative  settings  gave 
credence  to  the  convention  theme,  "Behold,  I 
make  all  things  new."  Just  because  the 
convention  is  over  doesn't  mean  the  singing 
stops. 

Keep  the  song  alive  and  well  in  your  heart. 
Music  IS  that  international  language  that 
speaks  to  all. 


Thuriber,  dancers 
and  drummers 
combine  for 
a  moving  prelude 
to  the  opening  service. 


Diocesan  choir  members  singing  during  convention  services. 
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Saint  Matthew's  Episcopal  Church,  near 
Belhaven,  is  reaching  out  to  migrant 
farmworkers  in  ways  that  make  a  difference  in 
their  lives. 

One  of  the  church's  successful  ventures  last 
year  was  sponsoring  a  men's  soccer  team  in  the 
International  Soccer  League  of  New  Bern.  In 
their  first  season,  Deportivo  San  Mateo  finished 
second  in  the  league,  with  12  wins,  two  ties, 
and  two  losses,  bringing  home  a  four  foot  tall 
trophy. 

The  members  of  Deportivo  San  Mateo  are 
21  young  men,  ages  16  to  28.  They  work  in 
sawmills  and  in  the  fields.  Most  of  them  speak 
little  English,  but  on  the  soccer  field  they  have 
a  common  language  with  their  North  American 
opponents. 

The  church  collected  donations  for  their 
uniforms,  and  the  team  chose  the  colors  of  the 
Mexican  flag — green  and  white  shirts  with  the 
Episcopal  shield  on  the  front,  and  red  and  white 


socks.  The  players  coach  themselves,  practicing 
wherever  they  can  find  a  field  around  New 
Bern,  Newton  Grove,  and  Kinston.  They  catch 
rides  to  games  and  practices  with  friends. 

Transportation  is  a  major  problem  for  most 
of  the  Hispanic  congregation  of  San  Mateo. 
Father  Nick  Ibarra  explained  that  members  of 
the  church  couldn't  cheer  at  Deportivo  San 
Mateo's  games  because  they  had  no  way  to  get 
there,  and  he  feels  that  the  reason  the  team  lost 
some  games  was  that  some  of  the  players  were 
not  able  to  get  rides. 

Father  Nick  himself  is  on  the  road  "more 
hours  than  I  can  remember,"  he  says,  seven  or 
eight  hours  most  days.  Up  until  last  November 
he  relied  on  the  mission's  1989  Toyota,  which 
seats  four,  to  carry  food  to  the  food  bank  at  the 
church,  and  to  transport  members  of  his 
congregation  to  church  services  and  Bible 
studies,  to  the  doctor  and  to  social  services. 

Thanks  to  a  grant  from  the  diocese  provided 


through  funds  from  the  Covenant  With  the 
Future  capital  campaign,  he  is  now  driving  a 
1998  Ford  van  that  seats  up  to  18  people  and  is 
equipped  with  a  cellular  phone  so  that  he  can 
carry  on  his  pastoral  work  while  he  drives. 

The  van  will  be  even  more  important  come 
summer,  when  Father  Nick  and  Dolores  Zepeda, 
his  secretary /altar  guild/food  coordinator/nurse, 
ride  a  circuit  of  1 1  migrant  worker  centers, 
providing  medical  care  for  crab  pickers  with 
crab  poisoning  in  their  hands,  religious  services, 
and  loving  care. 

Their  route  takes  in  Belhaven,  Aurora, 
Windsor,  Fairfield,  Mattamuskeet,  Oriental, 
Pamlico,  and  Engelhart.  Their  congregation, 
which  numbers  around  110  in  the  winter,  swells 
to  around  800  in  the  summer  with  the  seasonal 
work  in  the  tobacco  fields  and  the  seafood 
industry.  Every  year,  Father  Nick  says,  there 
are  more. 
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Seeking  Reconciliation  by  Reading  the  Bible  —  Cover  to  Cover 


WILMINGTON  —  On  the  First  Sunday  of 
Lent,  March  1 ,  the  Church  of  the  Good 
Shepherd  in  Wilmington  opened  its  doors  for 
worship  and  members  opened  their  heart  for 
reconciliation. 

At  1 :00  p.m.  they  also  opened  the  Bible 
beginning  on  page  one  with  the  Book  of 
Genesis.  They  wouldn't  shut  it  until  late 
afternoon  March  3,  when  they  had  read  the  last 
word  of  the  Book  of  Revelation. 

As  an  offering  toward  the  reconciliation  of 
the  races  in  Wilmington,  Church  of  the  Good 
Shepherd  organized  the  24-hour-a-day  Bible 
reading.  The  offering  was  in  conjunction  with 
the  work  of  the  1 898  Centennial  Committee,  a 
committee  formed  to  commemorate  the  100th 
year  anniversary  of  the  Wilmington  race  riots  of 
1898.  The  committee  is  "a  community  effort 
for  remembrance  and  reconciliation." 

The  idea  to  read  the  entire  Bible  aloud  was 


born  from  one  of  the  great  acts  of  reconciliation 
that  occurred  in  the  Bible.  In  Nehemiah, 
Chapter  8,  when  the  people  returned  from  exile, 
Ezra,  the  scribe,  read  the  Law  aloud  to  them 
from  a  wooden  platform.  The  people  heard 
God's  word  and  reclaimed  their  identity  as  the 
people  of  God. 

"It  is  our  hope  that  our  offering  is  an  act  of 
reconciliation  between  us,  our  brothers  and 
sisters,  and  our  God,"  says  the  Rev.  Fredricka 
"Rickie"  Streenstra,  rector  of  Church  of  the 
Good  Shepherd. 

Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd  organized 
teams  of  two  people  who  signed-up  for  one 
hour  time-slots  over  a  four  day  period.  During 
the  one-hour  period,  one  person  from  the  team 
read  aloud  as  the  other  person  listened  and  then 
they  switched  places.  In  this  way,  the  Word 
was  read  aloud  and  heard  from  the  Book  of 
Genesis  to  the  Book  of  Revelation. 


Readers  came  to  Good  Shepherd  from  all 
over  the  community  of  Wilmington.  Many 
heard  of  the  "cover  to  cover"  reading  on  the 
radio  or  read  about  it  in  the  newspaper  and 
called  to  sign  up.  The  readers  were  as  young  as 
nine  and  as  old  as  91.  There  were  parents  who 
craddled  infants  as  mothers  and  fathers  read. 

"It  has  been  a  blessing  beyond  belief,"  says 
Streenstra. 

"We  are  beginning  to  hear  stories  about 
'what  happened  when  they  read,'"  she 
continues.  "Lives  have  been  blessed  in  many 
and  various  ways." 

The  event  as  had  such  an  impact  that  the 
Wilmington  Star  News  ran  a  feature  story  and 
various  radio  stations  including  ABC  New  York 
aired  stories.  Look  for  a  more  in-depth  story  in 
the  April  issue  of  Cross  Current. 


Exito  en  San  Mateo 


par  Dorothy  Hodder 


La  Iglesia  Episcopal  de  San  Mateo  ministra 
a  los  trabajadores  hispanos  en  varias  maneras, 
sirviendoles  en  sus  vidas  diarias.  Una  empresa 
de  la  iglesia  que  tuvo  mucho  exito  en  1997  fue 
formar  un  equipo  de  futbol.  En  su  primera 
temporada  de  competition  en  la  Liga 
Internacional  de  Futbol  de  New  Bern,  Deportivo 
San  Mateo  gano  segundo  lugar.  Los  jugadores 
del  equipo  ganaron  12  partidos,  perdieron  dos,  y 
quedaron  empatados  dos  veces.  Ganaron  un 
trofeo  de  mas  de  un  metro  de  alto  para  la 
iglesia. 

Los  miembros  de  Deportivo  San  Mateo  son 
21  jovenes,  que  tienen  entre  16  y  28  anos. 
Trabajan  en  la  madereria  y  en  los  campos.  La 
mayoria  de  ellos  hablan  poco  ingles,  pero  en  el 
campo  de  futbol  tienen  lengua  comun  con  sus 
oponentes  norte  americanos.  La  iglesia 
colecciono  donaciones  para  comprar  sus 
uniformes,  y  el  equipo  escogio  los  colores  de  la 
bandera  mexicana.  Sus  camisas  son  verdes  y 
blancas,  y  llevan  el  escudo  episcopal  en  frente. 
Sus  medias  son  rojas  y  blancas.  No  tienen 
manager  ni  campo,  asi  que  practican  donde 
pueden  encontrar  un  campo,  sea  en  New  Bern, 


Newton  Grove,  o  Kinston.  Dependen  de 
amigos  para  transportation  a  partidos  y 
practicas. 

A  los  miembros  de  la  congregacion  de  San 
Mateo  siempre  les  hace  falta  el  transporte. 
Padre  Nick  Ibarra  explica  que  miembros  de  la 
iglesia  no  pudieron  asistir  a  los  partidos  para 
animar  al  equipo  porque  no  tenian  manera  de 
llegar  al  campo,  y  piensa  que  el  equipo  perdio 
algunos  partidos  porque  algunos  jugadores  no 
tuvieron  transporte.  A  pesar  de  esto,  algunos 
parroquianos  llegan  a  misa  en  San  Mateo  desde 
tan  lejos  como  Wilson  y  Morehead  City. 

Padre  Nick  esta  en  camino  siete  o  ocho 
horas  cada  dia,  o  como  dice,  "mas  horas  que 
puedo  recordar."  Hasta  el  mes  de  noviembre  del 
ano  pasado  usaba  el  auto  de  la  iglesia,  que 
puede  llevar  cuatro  pasajeros,  para  traer  comida 
a  la  iglesia,  y  para  llevar  a  parroquianos  a  la 
misa,  al  doctor,  y  a  los  servicios  sociales.  En 
noviembre,  gracias  a  un  subsidio  del  diocesis, 
compro  un  van  nuevo  que  puede  llevar  1 8 
personas  y  que  tambien  tiene  telefono,  asi  que 
Padre  puede  seguir  con  su  trabajo  pastoral 
mientras  esta  manejando.  En  cuatro  meses,  el 


van  ya  ha  viajado  17,000  millas,  o  27,200 
kilometros. 

En  el  verano  el  van  se  usara  mucho  mas, 
cuando  Padre  Nick  y  su  ayudante,  Dolores 
Zepeda,  visitan  1$  centres  de  trabajadores  para 
ofrecer  la  misa,  ayuda  medica,  y  otros  servicios. 
Van  a  Belhaven,  Yeatesville,  Aurora,  Windsor, 
Fairfield,  Mattamuskeet,  New  Holland,  Oriental, 
Pamlico,  and  Engelhard.  La  congregacion  de 
unos  110  personas  en  el  invierno  crecera  hasta 
1500  cuando  regresan  los  trabajadores 
temporeros.  Cada  ano,  dice  Padre  Nick,  vienen 
mas.  ^Como  servirles?  Ha  pedido  otro  subsidio 
del  diocesis  para  comprar  otro  van. 
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The  Revs. 
Nick  Ibarra 
and  Tony  Rojas 
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Retired  Clergy  join  Noonday  Prayers 


Delegates  greeting  one  another. 


Giving  thanks.  .  .  Collection  was  give 
ministries  of  the  convention  hosts,  th 
Deanery. 


The  faces  of  the  115tiD 
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Delegates  join  in  prayer. 


Algernon  Butler  and  Bill  Morris  from  St.  John  s,  Wilmington 
review  resolutions. 
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Sanela  Kisic  (front  row,  left)  and  Zarifa  Bjelac  (front  row,  right)  take  a  rest  before  serving 
delicious  homemade  German  cake  to  guests.  Bojan  (rear,  left)  and  Igor  (rear,  right)  join 
in  the  festivities.  The  Bjelac  family  stayed  with  the  Kisics  for  six  days  until  an  apartment  could 
be  made  ready  for  them. 


Christ  Church,  New  Bern,  Continues  Reuniting  Families 

Church  sponsors  eighth  refugee  family 

by  Judy  Castranova 

In  January  of  1993,  Stanko  and  Zarifa  Bjelac 
and  their  two  sons,  Igor  and  Bojan,  reluctantly  left 
their  beloved  homeland  to  seek  refuge  in  nearby 
Germany.  Their  lives  had  been  shattered  by  the 
brutal  ethnic  cleansing  in  Bosnia.  Stanko,  an 
orthodox  Christian,  and  Zarifa,  a  Muslim,  were 
prime  targets  for  extinction  because  of  their 
"mixed  marriage." 

Like  other  Bosnian  refugees  in  Germany,  the 
Bjelacs  thought  the  war  would  be  over  quickly  and 
they  would  soon  be  able  return  to  their  home  in 
Bosnia.  After  four  and  a  half  years  in  Germany, 
the  Bjelacs  were  ready  to  rebuild  their  lives; 
however,  this  time  it  would  be  in  Houston,  Texas. 

On  October  21,  1997,  the  Bjelacs  were 
welcomed  to  Houston  by  the  Episcopal  Migration 
Ministries  Houston  affiliate,  Interfaith  Ministries. 
Interfaith  Ministries  would  provide  resettlement 
services  to  the  new  family  and  aid  them  in 
adjusting  to  their  new  home. 

Integration  into  the  Texas  community  did  not 
come  easy  for  the  Bjelacs.  The  shock  of  the 
sudden  war  coupled  with  years  of  feeling  displaced 
while  in  Germany  may  have  finally  taken  its  toll. 
Despite  the  care  of  Interfaith  Ministries,  the  family 
felt  overwhelmed  in  Houston. 

There  were  no  familiar  faces.  They  felt  alone 
and  abandoned.  To  make  matters  worse,  none  of 
them  spoke  a  word  of  English.  Zarifa  had  the 
name  and  phone  number  of  her  distant  cousin, 
Sanela  Kisic,  who  now  lives  in  New  Bern,  North 
Carolina.  Zarifa  called  Sanela  and  shared  her 
situation.  The  two  wondered  if  the  Bjelacs  could 
relocate  to  New  Bern. 

If  the  Bjelacs  were  to  come  to  New  Bern,  it 
would  have  to  be  done  quickly.  Government 
funding  is  available  to  help  refugees  resettle,  but  it 
is  time  restricted.  A  one-time  grant  of  $300  per 
refugee  is  given  to  the  sponsoring  church  which 
helps  defray  the  first  month's  set-up  expenses. 

The  following  three  months  are  partially 
funded  by  the  government  with  matching 
donations  from  the  sponsoring  church.  To 
complicate  matters  further,  the  second  funding 
period  is  an  extension  of  the  first.  This  means  that 
the  two  periods  cannot  be  split  up.  In  order  to  help 
the  Bjelacs  move,  the  Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry 
(IRM)  in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  reached  an 
agreement  with  the  Houston  affiliate  that  the  case 
be  transferred  in  its  entirety. 

Much  of  the  first-month  grant  monies  had  been 
spent  already  on  apartment  rent,  utilities,  food  and 
clothing  needs  for  the  family.  The  bus  fare  to  East 
Carolina  would  use  up  the  remainder.  Though 
money  was  tight,  the  Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry 
in  East  Carolina  was  ready  to  meet  the  challenge. 
The  next  step  was  to  find  a  church  sponsor,  and 
there  was  no  time  to  lose. 

With  no  time  to  train,  IRM  looked  for  a  church 


familiar  with  the  refugee  sponsorship  procedures. 
One  that  would  be  ready  to  act  immediately. 

Christ  Church,  New  Bern  had  already 
sponsored  seven  families:  a  Vietnamese  family  in 
1993;  two  Bosnian  families  in  1994;  three  Bosnian 
families  in  1995;  and  one  Bosnian  family  in  1996. 
Would  they  be  willing  to  sponsor  again?  Within  a 
day,  the  answer  came  back  a  resounding  YES! 
Rosemary  Stark,  the  founder  and  chair  of  IRM,  had 
chaired  Christ  Episcopal's  refugee  committee  for 
all  seven  sponsorships.  This  time,  she  passed  the 
torch  to  Harriet  Milde,  who  had  worked  on  the 
committee  for  the  past  five  years. 

The  Bjelacs  arrived  in  New  Bern  on  November 
16  to  a  large  welcoming  committee  of  Christ 
Episcopal  church  members,  local  refugees, 
Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry  staff  and,  of  course, 
cousin  Sanela  and  her  husband  Brane.  Tired  after  a 
two-day  journey,  their  spirits  were  temporarily 
lifted  when  they  saw  all  the  friendly  faces  waiting 
to  greet  them.  Even  though  the  family  did  not 
speak  English,  the  church's  welcoming  message  of 
love  reached  them.  They  knew  from  the  hugs, 
smiles  and  "dobros  doslis,"  a  Bosnian  greeting  of 
welcome,  that  they  had  found  a  home.  Cousin 
Sanela  housed  the  family  for  six  days  until  an 
apartment,  just  two  doors  away,  was  available. 

The  next  month  was  a  whirlwind  of  activity  for 
the  four  Bjelacs:  English  as  a  second  language 
(ESL)  classes;  private  language  tutoring;  job 
interviews;  shopping;  and  school  registration  for 
the  boys.  What  seemed  to  be  missing  in  Houston 
—  companionship  —  came  in  abundance  in  New 
Bern.  Friendships  were  forged,  and  weekends 
were  soon  filled  with  social  activities. 

Job  prospects  were  worrisome,  though  — 
it  was  holiday  time.  Thankfully,  fears  of 
unemployment  quickly  proved  to  be  unfounded. 


Both  Stanko  and  Zarifa  were  hired  within  a  few 
weeks  of  their  arrival.  He  was  employed  by  TESI 
for  Bosch,  and  is  now  a  permanent  Bosch 
employee.  She  was  hired  by  Kitchen  on  Trent,  a 
local  eatery. 

And  the  language?  It's  hard  to  comprehend 
how  quickly  a  motivated  refugee  can  learn  a  new 
language.  In  January,  Zarifa  was  in  attendance  at 
the  ESL  class  at  Craven  Community  College.  She 
approached  me  and  asked,  "Judy,  you  have 
photographs  of  me  when  I  come?" 
"Yes,"  I  replied. 

"Can  I  have?  I  need  send  to  my  mother."  Even 
I  was  stunned  by  this  remarkable  progress.  It  had 
been  less  than  two  months  since  they  arrived! 

Many  churches  have  sponsored  once,  and  IRM 
is  truly  grateful  to  them.  Some  churches  have 
sponsored  twice,  and  we  commend  them  mightily 
for  the  wonderful  work  they  have  done  to  bring 
hope  to  the  desperate  and  weary  of  the  world. 
Christ  Church  stands  alone  with  the  remarkable 
accomplishment  of  eight  sponsorships  in  five 
years.  How  can  they  do  it?  Harriet  Milde 
responds  very  matter-of-factly  about  the  eighth 
sponsorship,  "They  are  a  wonderful  family.  How 
could  we  say  no?" 


Interfaith  Refugee 

Ministry 

Judith  Castranova 

Diocesan  Refugee  Coordinator 
(919)  633-9009  ♦  FAX:  (919)  633-9354 


Susan  Husson 

Case  Manager 
(919)  638-8705  ♦  FAX:  (919)  638-7570*51 
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Is  It  AM  or  FM? 


by  Bonnie  Peck 

WASHINGTON/TYRELL  COUNTIES  — 
WTEM  is  neither  AM  or  FM.  WTEM,  an 
acronym  for  the  Washington-Tyrrell  Episcopal 
Ministry,  is  an  innovative  ministry  in  the 
northeast  corridor  of  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina. 

WTEM  was  formed  to  fill  the  void  left  when 
Coalition  16,  a  coalition  of  sixteen  rural 
churches,  ended  in  the  late  1980s.  The  creation 
of  the  WTEM  joined  the  small  Episcopal 
congregations  in  Washington  County  and  the  two 
Episcopal  congregations  in  Tyrrell  County.  The 
ministry,  also  known  as  a  cluster,  includes  four 
congregations:  Christ  Church,  Creswell;  Galilee 
Mission,  Lake  Phelps;  St.  Andrew's,  Columbia; 
and  St.  Luke's/St.  Anne's,  Roper. 

The  structure  is  somewhat  different  from  the 
typical  parish.  Each  congregation  has  its  own 
vestry,  senior  and  junior  wardens;  manages  its 
own  funds;  and  prepares  and  submits  its  own 
parochial  reports,  etc.  WTEM  has  a  coordinator, 
Bonnie  Peck,  who  is  the  central  point  of  contact 


SEWANEE,  TN  —  The  Doctor  of  Ministry 
Program  of  the  University  of  the  South  begins  its 
twenty-fourth  year  this  summer. 

The  Doctor  of  Ministry  program  is  one  of  the 
few  in  the  U.S.  which  operates  only  during  the 
summer  months.  This  means  that  clergy  can 
participate  in  the  program  without  a  major 
interruption  in  their  parish  responsibilities.  It 
affords  an  opportunity  for  students  to  study  in  an 
Episcopal  seminary  in  a  university  setting. 

The  program  stresses  the  relationship 
between  the  practice  of  ministry,  and  biblical, 
historical,  and  theological  knowledge.  A  Master 
of  Sacred  Theology  program  focusing  on 
research  skills  is  also  available.  The  program 
usually  takes  three  or  four  summers  to  complete. 

The  D.Min.  program  consists  of  30  semester 
hours.  Students  are  required  to  complete  a  major 
project,  which  is  a  study  of  some  dimension  of 
one's  ministry  or  the  ministry  of  the  church. 
Financial  aid  is  available. 

An  Anglican  Heritage  Tour  Course  will  be 
offered  June  4-17,  1998.  Instructors  will  be 
Dean  Guy  F.  Lytle  et  al. 

Church  Development  Institute  dates  this 
summer  will  be  June  14-26. 


for  diocesan  and  deanery  issues.  The 
coordinator  is  also  responsible  for  the  WTEM 
monthly  schedule  of  services,  which  includes 
scheduling  priests,  layreaders,  lectors, 
intercessors,  and  chalicists  and  producing  the 
monthly  newsletter. 

The  coordinator  position,  created  in 
September  1997,  was  made  possible  through  a 
grant  from  the  diocese.  The  grant  enabled 
WTEM  to  purchase  the  necessary  office 
equipment  to  set  up  the  new  office. 

None  of  the  congregations  within  the  WTEM 
have  a  full-time  priest.  Three  priests,  John 
Eberman,  Webster  Simons,  and  Hilary  West, 
serve  the  whole  cluster.  The  priests  provide 
liturgical  and  spiritual  guidance  to  the 
congregations  and  are  paid  by  WTEM  for  each 
service  they  officiate. 

WTEM  also  has  a  Steering  Committee 
comprised  of  a  convenor,  Martha  Blount 
Simpson,  and  three  representatives  from  each 
congregation.  The  committee  serves  as  the 


Inquiries  about  the  Anglican  tour  course  and 
CDI  should  be  addressed  to  the  Programs 
Center,  School  of  Theology,  335  Tennessee 
Avenue,  Sewanee,  TN  37383-0001. 

The  dates  for  the  Advanced  Degree  summer 
courses  of  1998  are  June  24  -  July  29.  Courses 
offered  this  summer  in  the  Advanced  Degrees 
program  will  be  "In  the  Company  of  the  Word: 
Pastoral  Preaching  and  the  New  Homiletic"  by 
Dr.  Neil  Alexander;  "The  History  and  Theology 
of  the  Episcopal  Church"  by  Dr.  Donald 
Armentrout;  "The  Eucharist"  by  Dr.  Marion 
Hatchett;  "Galilee  Moments:  The  Historical 
Jesus  and  the  Revival  of  Ordained  Ministry  in 
Today's  Church"  by  Dean  Guy  Lytle;  and 
"Beginning  New  Testament  Greek"  by  Dr. 
Richard  Smith. 

The  course  on  "The  Eucharist"  is  designed 
for  clergy,  organists  and  choir  directors. 

Inquiries  about  the  Advanced  Degrees 
summer  courses  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Director's  Office,  Advanced  Degrees  Program, 
School  of  Theology,  335  Tennessee  Avenue, 
Sewanee,  TN  37383-0001.  Telephone  800-722- 
1974  for  all  of  the  above  courses. 


"vestry"  of  WTEM. 

WTEM  holds  a  joint  Holy  Eucharist  service 
the  first  Sunday  of  each  month,  which  rotates 
between  the  four  churches.  On  the  other 
Sundays,  one  church  has  Holy  Eucharist  and  the 
two  others  have  Morning  Prayer.  Due  to  their 
proximity  to  one  another,  the  congregations  of 
Christ  Church  and  Galilee  Mission 
congregations  meet  together  and  share  Sunday 
services.  One  of  the  three  WTEM  priests 
presides  over  the  Sunday  Holy  Eucharist 
services  and  layreaders  lead  Morning  Prayer. 

WTEM  has  102  baptized  members  of  whom 
seven  are  layreaders,  20  are  lectors,  20  are 
intercessors,  four  are  chalicists,  and  four  are 
organists.  WTEM  holds  monthly  layreader 
training,  Bible  study,  Lenten  study,  and  has  an 
active  women's  group. 

Members  of  WTEM  feel  blessed  that  they 
are  able  to  combine  their  resources  to  sustain  this 
innovative  ministry. 


 *  

The  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd,  (center) 
pictured  with  The  Rt.  Rev.  Don  Wimberly 
(left)  and  Dr.  Samuel  R.  Williamson  (right) 
following  the  Easter  semester  convocation 
at  the  University  of  the  South  on  January  27 
Bishop  Daniel  received  an  honorary  degree 
during  the  service. 


D.  Min.  Program  Begins  Twenty-Fourth  Year 


Letter  to  the 


K  Editor 


Has  the  Episcopal  Church  of  the  Diocese  of  North  Carolina  shot  itself  in 
the  foot  again  at  its  1 1 5th  Annual  Convention  held  in  Fayetteville  this  past 
month?  Or  worse  than  that,  killed  itself  and  its  soul?  Church  members  who 
do  not  know  what  I  am  referring  to,  let  me  inform  them  that  two  very 
important  Resolutions  7  and  8,  endorsing  the  Kuala  Lumpur  statement  on 
Human  Sexuality  and  the  adoption  of  the  American  Anglican  Council's  'A 
Place  to  Stand:  A  Call  to  Mssion"  —  both  rejecting  the  blessing  of  same  sex 
unions  and  the  ordination  of  practicing  homosexuals  were  defeated. 

These  Resolutions  affirmed  the  Episcopal  Church  practices  of  traditional, 
moral,  doctrinal,  and  biblical  scriptural  standards.  Those  of  us  who  endorse 
these  Resolutions  acknowledge  that  we  are  all  sinners  and  have  fallen  short 
of  the  Grace  of  God.  We  welcome  all  sinners  into  our  churches,  'including 
homosexuals.'  But  we  must  repent  and  sin 
no  more. 

The  Holy  Scriptures  bear  witness  to  God's  will  in  that  all  Christians  are 
called  to  chastity;  husbands  and  wives  by  exclusive  sexual  fidelity  to  one 
another  and  single  persons  by  abstinence  from  sexual  intercourse. 

One  of  the  failings  of  many  in  the  church  is  that  they  neglect  to  hold 
Bible  study  of  the  Word  of  God  which  would  make  clear  the  authority  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  and  also  our  catechism  (page  853  in  the  Episcopal  prayer 
book)  states  "we  understand  the  meaning  of  the  Bible  by  the  help  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  who  guides  the  Church  in  the  true  interpretation  of  the  Scripture." 

Fred  Korwan 

St.  Peter's,  Swansboro 


Editor's  Note 


Cross  Current  welcomes  letters  to  the  editor.  Letters  should  be  a 
maximum  of  500  words  and  include  the  writer's  name,  address  and, 
for  those  in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  parish.  Letters  can  be 
sent  via  mail,  e-mail  or  fax.  Letters  addressed  to  the  editor  will  be 
assumed  as  intended  for  publication,  unless  noted  otherwise.  The 
editor  reserves  the  right  to  edit  letter  for  style,  taste  and  length. 
Letters  will  be  printed  as  space  allows. 


April  26  and  27 
Trinity  Center 


Look  for  information  in  the  mail. 


^  Kjutrent 


hosts  a  Communication  Workshop  on 
Thursday,  May  7 
9:30  a.m.  -  1:00  p.m. 

Featuring  a  special  guest  offering  tips  on  writing. 
MARK  YOUR  CALENDARS! 

The  workshop  is  open  to  newsletter  editors,  church  secretaries, 
persons  who  organize  retreats  at  their  own  church,  for  the 
Diocese  or  at  Trinity  Center  and  to  anyone  interested  in 
spreading  the  Good  News  of  the  work  and  ministries  of 
Episcopalians  in  East  Carolina. 

To  register  call  910/938-1017. 
No  charge  for  conference. 


BULLETIN 

On  Saturday,  May  30,  Bishop  Daniel,  along  with  the  Hunger, 
Peace  and  Justice  Commission,  will  host  a  briefing  at  diocesan  house  on 
welfare  reform  and  its  potential  impact  on  our  parish  outreach 
programs. 


If  you  wish  to  attend,  please  call: 


Bets  Crean 
919-756-0808 
fax  919-355-8087 


See  next  month's  Cross  Current  for  further  details. 


THE  SMALL  CHURCH 
LEADERSHIP  CONFERENCE 

26-29  May  1998 
Trinity  Conference  Center 
Salter  Path,  NC 


Conference  Cost: 

$135.00  with  lodging  at  Trinity  Center; 
$175.00  lodging  at  Ramada  Inn 


i1:  


'lis  a  Gift  to  be  Joyful ' 
The  Spiritually  Healthy  Small  Church 
Workshops,  small  groups  and  presenters  will  help  define,  recognize 
and  build  on  the  characteristics  that  lead  to  Spiritual  Health  in  individuals 
and  in  congregations. 

To  register  contact:  Ms.  Happy  Pullman,  Small  Church  Leadership  Conference, 
The  Diocese  of  Virginia,  1 10  West  Franklin  Ave.,  Richmond.  VA  23220 
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The  True  "Find"  of  Easter 


by  Matthew  Stockard 

All  of  our  lives,  we  spend  a  great  deal  of  time 
searching  for  things.  Clothes.  Shoes.  Food.  Homes. 
Furnishings.  Wallpaper.  Meaning. 

We  are  often  looking  for  that  one  hard-to-find 
item  which  will  bring  us  a  sense  of  momentary 
happiness.  Americans  even  have  a  special 
colloquial  noun  for  these  sorts  of  things:  when  we 
locate  one,  it  is  a  "find." 

Finds  take  all  manner  of  forms.  It  may  be 
spotting  something  wonderful  for  a  good  bargain, 
locating  a  special  gift  for  a  friend,  or  something  as 
simple  as  getting  your  favorite  type  of  pimento 
cheese. 

Whatever  the  item,  there  is  joy  in  finding  it.  It 
is  perhaps  an  extension  into  the  rest  of  life  of  the 
great  joy  of  that  first  Easter  Egg  hunt. 

The  quest  for  "finds"  enters  into  all  parts  of  our 
nature.  Even  in  our  spirituality,  we  are  sometimes 
driven  to  frenzy  as  we  look  for  significance, 
emotional  comfort,  freshness,  the  power  of  God.  It 
is  easy  to  become  addicted  to  looking  for  some 


new  spiritual  find,  and  this  desire  can  distract  us 
from  an  awareness  of  the  present  gifts  of  God. 

Once  again,  Easter  gives  us  resurrection.  The 
joy  and  triumph  of  Easter  is  that  what  Mary 
Magdalene  and  Joanna  and  Mary,  the  mother  of 
James,  and  the  other  women  were  looking  for  was 
not  present. 

The  treasure  of  this  day  is  that  Jesus  Christ  has 
triumphed  over  death  and  despair  and  that  he  has 
risen  to  newness  of  life.  A  new  day,  a  new  age,  a 
new  creation  have  been  brought  into  our  lives  in 
this  Resurrection.  We  are  free,  not  because  of  any 
new  thing  we  found,  but  because  there  is  only 
empty  space  in  Jesus'  tomb. 

We  are  often  so  distracted  by  our  desire  to  fill 
the  emptiness  of  our  lives  that  we  miss  out  on  the 
reality  of  this  new  creation.  The  promise  of  Easter 
is  that  the  emptiness  of  our  lives  will  not  be  filled 
by  our  own  will,  but  by  the  will  of  God. 

We  do  not  need  to  constantly  try  to  find  that 
perfect  thing  which  will  fill  our  internal  void. 


Christ  will  fill  us  with  gladness,  even  filling  the 
empty  holes  of  our  lives  with  the  joys  of  the  Easter 
promise. 

The  true  "find"  of  this  season  is  not  something 
that  we  can  hold  or  touch  or  smell  or  see.  The 
wonderful  "find" —  the  unanticipated  discovery 

—  of  Easter  day  is  not  tangible,  but  it  is  eternal. 
So  also,  the  promises  which  we  made  (or  were 

made  for  us)  at  our  baptisms,  are  things  which  do 
not  seem  very  material  to  us,  but  these  promises 
are  part  of  an  unending  relationship  with  God  — 
they  are  eternal. 

Even  when  we  come  up  empty,  and  fail  to  keep 
our  end  of  the  covenant,  Christ  is  faithful  to  us, 
ever  present  on  our  behalf.  During  the  Great  Fifty 
Days  of  Easter,  let  us  hold  in  our  own  hearts  the 
triumph  of  the  empty  tomb  and  the  hope  which 
comes  of  God. 

—  The  Rev.  Matthew  Stockard  is  rector  of  St.  Paul 's,  Beaufort 
and  a  member  of  the  Spiritual  Resources  Commission. 


DISCIPLES 
OF  CHRIST 
IN  COMMUNITY 


East  Coast  Regional  Conference,  Trinity  Center,  Salter  Path,  NC. 
Sponsored  by  The  Diocese  of  East  Carolina. 
DOCC  is  a  parish  based  community  building  program. 

TRINITY  CENTER  is  an  Episcopal  Conference  Center 
for  East  Carolina  located  near  Morehead  City,  NC. 

Conference  begins  at  5  PM  on  May  4,  1 998 
and  ends  at  1 :30  PM  on  May  7,  1998. 


The  Rev.  William  Trimble  •  Presenter  for  Basic  DOCC 

DR.  JULIA  MOORE  •  Presenter  for  DOCC  II 
(Ministry,  Power  and  Christ) 

THE  Rev.  Ted  McNabb  •  Music  Leader  &  Co-presenter  for  Basic  DOCC 


Conference  fees:  Lodging  and  meals: 

$125  for  presenters  $225  single 

$85  for  facilitators  $175  double 

$110  commuter 
For  more  information,  call  Paula  Sparboe  (910)  256-2513. 


True  Lenten  Discipline 


Lent  is  a  time  to  soberly  fast  from  some  things  while  joyously  feasting  on  others.  It  is  a 
season  in  which  we  could: 


FAST  from  judging  others;  FEAST  on  Christ  dwelling  in  them. 

FAST  from  emphasis  on  differences;  FEAST  on  the  unity  of  all  life. 

FAST  from  apparent  darkness;  FEAST  on  the  reality  of  light. 

FAST  from  thoughts  of  illness;  FEAST  on  the  healing  power  of  GOD. 

FAST  from  words  that  pollute;  FEAST  on  phrases  that  purify. 

FAST  from  discontent;  FEAST  on  gratitude. 

FAST  from  anger;  FEAST  on  patience. 

FAST  on  pessimism;  FEAST  on  optimism. 

FAST  from  worry;  FEAST  on  God's  providence. 

FAST  from  complaining;  FEAST  on  appreciation. 

FAST  from  negatives;  FEAST  on  affirmatives. 

FAST  from  unrelenting  pressures;  FEAST  on  unceasing  prayer. 

FAST  from  hostility;  FEAST  on  nonresistance. 

FAST  from  bitterness;  FEAST  on  forgiveness. 

FAST  from  self-concern;  FEAST  on  compassion. 

FAST  from  personal  anxiety;  FEAST  on  eternal  truth. 

FAST  from  discouragement;  FEAST  on  hope. 

FAST  from  facts  that  depress;  FEAST  on  verities  that  uplift. 

FAST  from  lethargy;  FEAST  on  enthusiasm. 

FAST  from  suspicion;  FEAST  on  truth. 

FAST  from  thoughts  that  weaken;  FEAST  on  promises  that  inspire. 
FAST  from  shadows  of  sorrow;  FEAST  on  the  sunlight  of  serenity. 
FAST  from  idle  gossip;  Feast  on  purposeful  silence. 
FAST  from  problems  that  overwhelm;  FEAST  on  prayers  that  sustain. 

—  From  the  Trinity  Center  office  bulletin  board. 
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Colonial  Church  Suffered 
Because  Of  No  Resident  Bishop 

A  Note  from  the  Historiographer,  Mac  Bell 

Lest  your  readers  think  the  historiographer  and  Dr.  Robert  Cain  tried 
to  do  a  number  on  early  Americans  in  North  Carolina,  let  me  add  some 
lines  you  were  unable  to  include  in  "Rogue  Priest  Served  Among 
Barbaric  Settlers  in  Colonial  NC"  in  the  February  Cross  Current. 

For  further  reading,  we  recommend  The  Episcopal  Church  in  North 
Carolina,  1701-1959,  edited  by  Lawrence  Foushee  London  and  Sarah 
McCulloh  Lemmon. 

Based  on  earlier  records,  much  the  same  story  told  by  Dr.  Cain  at  the 
church  historians'  meeting  at  Christ  Church,  New  Bern,  is  conveyed  in 
two  chapters  by  the  late  Hugh  Talmage  Lefler,  author  of  North  Carolina: 
The  History  of  a  Southern  State  and  for  many  years  professor  of  history  at 
the  University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill. 

Lefler  wrote,  'The  church  was  never  as  strong  and  as  popular  as  it  was 
in  Virginia  and  South  Carolina."  He  attributed  this  to  the  church's  forms, 
doctrines,  and  ritual;  its  aristocratic  outlook  and  "lack  of  interest  in  the 
common  people;"  its  lack  of  emphasis  on  preaching;  and  lack  of 
emotional  appeal. 

Lefler  thought  perhaps  the  greatest  weakness  of  the  Anglican  Church 
in  all  of  North  America  was  the  lack  of  a  resident  bishop.  Priests  could 
not  be  ordained.  Also,  North  Carolina  never  had  a  commissary,  the  Bishop 
of  London's  representative  in  the  colony,  to  supervise  the  affairs  of  the 
church,  as  did  South  Carolina,  Virginia  and  Maryland. 

For  our  final  authority,  we  quote  Bishop  Joseph  Blount  Cheshire:  "The 
Church  in  North  Carolina  was  helpless,  blind  and  paralyzed." 

It  is  amazing  how  brilliantly  Episcopalians  in  the  successor  church 
have  performed  in  the  200  years  since.  We  have  unaccountable  reasons  to 
be  proud  of  what  has  been  accomplished,  and  the  great  work  being  done 
in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina. 

The  first  meeting  of  church  historians  revealed  a  very  welcome 
interest  in  preserving  documents,  books  and  papers  at  the  diocesan  office 
in  Kinston,  where  the  historiographer  has  new  quarters  in  the  enlarged 
building.  We  look  forward  to  the  service  of  willing  volunteers  in  this 
heroic  task  of  historic  preservation. 


Correction 


The  article  entitled  "Construction  Completed  on  the  Bishop's 
Chapel"  on  page  five  of  the  February  Cross  Current  incorrectly 
identified  Terry  Byrd  Eason  as  a  "liturgical  architect."  Eason  is  a 
liturgical  design  consultant.  His  firm,  Eason  &  Farlow,  PA,  is  an 
architectural  firm;  however,  on  this  project,  the  firm  served  as 
design  consultants.  The  architect  for  diocesan  house,  both  the 
orginal  structure  and  the  addition,  is  Wesley  McClure,  FAIA  of 
Architects  +/Envirotek,  Inc. 


Some  OLD  photos 


Jane  Venters 

identified 

the  lady 

on  the  far 

right 

as  Libby 

Clark. 


Charles 
"Sandy"  Tate 
and  Jane  Venters 
identified 
the  man 
on  the  left 
as  Walker 
Taylor  HI. 


THANKS 


for  helping  to  update  our  archvives. 


The  Rev.  William  L.  Smith, 
rector  of  St.  Anne  s, 
Jacksonville.  March  1962- 
December  1968.  Identified 
by  Mrs.  Cris  Koonce. 


Laying  the  cornerstone  at  St.  John  s, 
Wilmington.  Pictured  left  to  right: 
Mrs.  Thomas  Darden,  Mr.  Paul 
Woodson,  Mrs.  David  Murchison, 
Mr.  E.F.  "Pete  "  Capps.  Identified 
by  Wallace  Murchison. 
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F  F  E  R  I  N  G 


in  Our  Diocese  and  Beyond 


Evensong  with  the  St.  James',  Wilmington,  Choir 

at  Christ  Church,  New  Bern,  5  p.m.  Dinner  to  follow. 

Happy  Birthday,  Johann  Sebastian  Bach!  Fifth  Gala 
Concert  of  Organ,  Instrumental  and  Vocal  music  by  the 
master,  performed  at  St.  James',  Wilmington,  12:00  noon. 

Evensong  with  the  St.  Mary's,  Kinston  Choir  at  Christ 
Church,  New  Bern,  5  p.m.  Supper  will  follow. 

An  Evening  with  Mozart,  performed  by  the  Wilmington 
Choral  Society,  directed  by  David  Williams  at  St.  James', 
Wilmington,  8  p.m.  The  evening  will  feature  the  Missa 
Brevis  in  F  and  Regina  Coeli.  Cost  for  adults  is  $9  and 
seniors/students  is  $7. 

John  Rutter  Requiem  performed  by  St.  Thomas', 
Ahoskie  choir  plus  the  Baptist  Vocal  Ensemble. 
First  Baptist  Church,  Ahoskie,  8  p.m. 

Festival  Eucharist  and  Celebration  of  Easter  with  brass 
quintet  at  Christ  Church,  New  Bern,  9  and  1 1  a.m. 

Abendmusik  III:  Early  Music  for  a  Late  Afternoon 

presented  at  St.  Paul's,  Greenville,  by  the  East  Carolina 
University  Early  Music  Consort,  directed  by  Prof.  Thomas 
Huener  at  5  p.m. 

Evensong  with  Schola  Cantorum  at  St.  Michael's, 
Bon  Air  in  Richmond,  Virginia.  Time  T.B.A. 

Dr.  Frank  Bongiorno  brings  jazz  to  Fridays 
at  St.  James',  Wilmington  at  12:10  p.m.  followed 
by  lunch.  Reservations  for  lunch  are  required. 
Call  910/763-1628. 

Chamber  Music  for  Flute,  Voice,  and  Cello  at  Christ 
Church,  New  Bern,  4  p.m. 

The  Wilmington  Choral  Society  presents 
"Cafe  Vienna"  at  the  Scottish  Rite  Masonic  Temple 
in  Wilmington,  at  5  and  8  p.m.  Cost  is  $12  for  adults 
and  $10  for  seniors/students. 


4j<5&\    §    -  V. 

The  Joint  Commission  on  Liturgy  and  Music  sponsors  this  ongoing  calendar 
of  musical  offerings  available  to  all  in  our  diocese  and  beyond.  If  you  would  like 
to  have  events  in  your  parish  listed,  please  send  them  to  Mrs.  Betsy  Overton, 
Rt.  1,  Box  254,  Aulander,  NC  27805.  The  calendar  will  be  updated  with  each 
edition  of  Cross  Current.     *  X 


Diocesan 


^  Calendar 


March 

Stewardship/Wardens'  Conference  13-14 

Wardens'  Conference  continues  14-15 

Elderhostel  15-20 
Trinity  Deanery  Lenten  Quiet  Day,  St.  Mary's  Chapel, 

Kinston,  10  am  to  1  pm  21 

Church  of  the  Advent,  Williamston,  Women's  Retreat  21-22 

Elderhostel  22-27 
Spiritual  Resources  Commission  Meeting, 

Diocesan  House,  10  am  23 

Convention  Committee  Meeting,  Diocesan  House,  10  am  24 
Trinity  Finance  Committee  Meeting,  Trinity  Center,  10  am  26 

St.  Thomas',  Windsor,  Vestry  Retreat  27-28 

Happening  #3 1 ,  Trinity  Center  27-29 

Board  of  Trinity  Center,  Trinity  Center,  10  am  31 

April 

St.  Thomas',  Oriental,  ECW  Retreat  2 

Elderhostel  12-17 

Prison  Ministry  15-17 

St.  Christopher's,  Elizabethtown,  PFR  17-19 

Clergy  Salary  Study  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  10  am  18 

Junior  Diocesan  Youth  Event,  Trinity  Center  24-26 

Parish  Secretaries'  Retreat  26-27 

Retired  Clergy  Conference,  Trinity  Center  27 

Episcopal  Farmworkers'  Ministry  Board  28-29 

Cursillo  29-5/3 


The  Bishop  '$  Visitation  Schedule 

Mar.  22  Holy  Trinity,  Hampstead 

Mar.  29  St.  Andrew's,  Nags  Head 

Apr.  5  St.  James',  Wilmington 

Apr.  10  Christ  Church,  New  Bern 

Apr.  12  St.  Thomas',  Bath 

Apr.  26  St.  Mary's,  Kinston  &  Pamlico  Deanery 
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St.  Andrew's,  Goldsboro,  Recreates  Itself 

by  Alicia  Alford 


GOLDSBORO  —  Gathered  around  a  table  in  the 
small  ten  by  fifteen  foot  fellowship  hall  of  St. 
Andrew's  in  Goldsboro,  four  women  talk  with  hope 
and  excitement.  They  have  a  vision  they  hope  will 
carry  this  small  ninety-year-old  church  into  the 
future. 

The  women,  all  vestry  members,  speak  of  a  new 
church  where  the  fellowship  hall  is  bustling  with 
daily  activity  —  tutorial  programs,  Christian 
education,  youth  and  senior  activities  and  more. 
They  envision  a  vibrant  multi-cultural,  multi-racial, 
ivilian  and  military  congregation.  They  see 
members  and  the  church  rector  reaching  out  to  the 
community  through  civic  involvement  and  outreach 
ministries. 

The  ladies,  Annette  Bryant,  Ruby  Siler,  Manetta 
Stovall  and  Bertha  Case,  realize  the  odds  seem 
insurmountable.  They  admit  that  claiming  the  vision 
is  both  exciting  and  frightening. 

"But  we  can't  be  quitters,"  says  Case.  Besides, 
the  ladies  feel  that  St.  Andrew's  has  already  been 
visited  by  an  angel  —  or  two. 


In  1996  an 
anonymous  donor 
committed  $300,000  for 
the  construction  of  a  new 
church  building.  A  second 
donor  then  gave  the 
congregation  a  three  acre 
parcel  of  land  on  which  to 
construct  it.  The  gifts 
have  infused  the  ladies 
with  renewed  energy  and 
commitment. 

"We  don't  want  to 
build  a  church  for  now. 
We  want  to  build  a  church 
for  the  future,"  says 
Stovall,  a  church  member 
for  seventy-one  years. 

"We  want  to  be  a 
vibrant  part  of  the  community.  A  place  to  come  to 
feel  free,  supported  and  nurtured,"  adds  Siler. 

"We  want  to  be  an  inclusive  church.  We  want  to 


i  i  pm 


mm***. 


Members  of  St.  Andrew 's  on  church 's  future  site. 


include,  not  exclude,  the  unchurched  and  those 
in  lower  economic  brackets,"  explains 

iffi  "St.  Andrew's,  Goldsboro"  con't  on  page  7  ■■■■■■ 


Christ  Church  Pays  Tribute  to  Ed  Sharp 


by  Alicia  Alford 

INE  KNOLL  SHORES  —  In  the  magic  setting  that 
rrinity  Center  so  often  provides,  over  250  people 
gathered  on  February  28  to  pay  tribute  to  the  Rev.  Ed 
harp  and  ask  God's  blessing  on  the  new  Sharp 
Assembly  building.  The  service,  designed  and 
>rchestrated  by  the  Rev.  Joe  Cooper,  head  of  the 
Commission  on  Liturgy  and  Music,  combined  a 
ledication  service,  a  festival  Eucharist  and  a 
;elebration  of  creation  through  an  artist's  canvas  and 
iturgical  dance. 

Gathering  outside  the  door,  the  crowd  waited  as 
he  bishop  knocked  on  the  door.  As  the  doors  were 
>pened,  the  bishop  marked  the  threshold  with  the  sign 


of  the  cross  and  asked  that  "Peace  be  to  this  house, 
and  to  all  who  enter  here."  The  congregation  then 
processed  inside  to  "The  Church's  One  Foundation." 

Members  of  St.  Paul's,  Beaufort,  his  parish  from 
1955-1962,  members  of  Christ  Church,  New  Bern, 
where  he  served  from  1962-1983;  friends  and  family 
members  comprised  the  crowd  that  came  to  honor  Ed 
Sharp  and  his  39  years  of  ordained  ministry  in  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina. 

Reflecting  on  the  day,  Sharp  says,  "  The  whole 
experience  is  overwhelming,  from  the  naming  of  the 
building  to  the  dedication.  It  was  a  great  and 
wonderful  day. 


"It  was  tremendously  moving,  one  of  the  great 
experiences  of  my  life." 

The  gift  for  the  naming  of  the  building  was  made 
by  Christ  Church  during  the  Covenant  with  the 
Future  capital  funds  campaign.  David  Stoller 
explains  that  when  Christ  Church  received  their 
proposed  goal  for  the  funds  drive,  they  decided  that  if 
they  were  to  raise  such  a  sizable  amount  of  money, 
they  would  like  to  designate  it  as  a  gift  honoring  their 
former  rector. 

"Ed  Sharp  meant  so  much  to  the  life  of  the  parish 

iffi  "Christ  Church  Pays  Tribute"  con't  on  page  7  ■■■■■■■■■■ 
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The  Episcopal  Church 

IN  THE  ANGLICAN  COMMUNION 


,++++ 

1 

A  global  community 
of  70  million  Anglicans 
in  36  member  churches/ 
provinces. 


ARCHBISHOP  OP  CANTERBURY 

The  Most  Rev.  and  Rt.  Hon.  George  Carey 

Lambeth  Palace,  London,  England  SE1  7JU 
Anglican  Consultative  Council,  14  Great  Peter  Street, 
London,  England  SW1P  3NQ 

Episcopal  Seat:  Canterbury  Cathedral 

IN  THE  UNITED  STATES 

A  community  of  2.5  million 
members  in  1 1 8  dioceses  in 
the  Americas  and  abroad. 
Established  1 789. 

PRESIDING  BISHOP 

The  Most  Rev.  Frank  T.  Griswold 

Episcopal  Church  Center,  8 1 5  Second  Avenue, 
New  York,  NY  10017,  (212)  867-8400 

Episcopal  Seat:  Washington  National  Cathedral, 
Mount  St.  Alban,  Washington,  D.C.  20016 


IN  THE  DIOCESE 
OF  EAST  CAROLINA 

A  community  of  over  14,137 
communicants  in  70  churches. 
Founded  in  1883. 

BISHOP 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd 


Diocesan  Office,  705  Doctors  Drive,  P.O.  Box  1336, 
Kinston,  NC  28503 

Telephone:  888/622-4778 
Fax:  919/523-5272 
Email:  diocese. ec@coastalnet.com 


VISIT  THE  DIOCESAN  WEBSITE  AT 

http://www4xoastalnet.com/community_orgs/religious_orgs/diocese 
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From  the 


Bishop 


A  Challenge  for  CPC  Sunday 


Dear  Ones  in  Christ, 

Since  1888,  the  Church  Periodical  Club 
(CPC)  has  sent  books  and  periodicals  free  of 
charge  to  missionaries  and  missions  throughout 
the  world.  These  books  and  periodicals  support 
and  enable  ministries  with  limited  financial 
resources. 

As  Anglicans,  we  are  a  people  of  the 
printed  word.  We  rely  deeply  on  it  through 
our  use  of  the  Bible,  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer  and  the  Hymnal.  CPC  helps  deepen 
and  spread  the  ministry  of  Word  expressed  in 
these  great  books. 

Last  year,  CPC  grants  helped  purchase  a 
biblical  commentary  in  Mexico;  a  variety  of 
theological  books  for  a  Spanish-speaking  parish 
in  Miami;  50  Bibles  for  the  work  of  the  church 
in  El  Salvador;  copies  of  Lift  Every  Voice  and 
Sing  for  an  Afro-American  Parish  in  Chicago; 
schoolbooks  for  children  in  Haiti;  and  books 
for  persons  preparing  for  ordained  ministry  in 
Alaska.  The  list  goes  on. 

In  1997,  parishes  throughout  East  Carolina 
gave  $2,692  to  the  CPC.  This  year,  my  own 
hope  is  that  $5,000  can  be  raised  through 
voluntary  giving. 

CPC  Sunday  is  May  3,  1998.  I  hope  on  that 
day  many  of  us  in  East  Carolina  will  make  our 
own  personal  contributions,  and  that  vestries, 
ECW  and  Youth  groups  will  make  their  own 


contributions  as  well,  to  reach  our  modest  goal 
of  $5,000. 

As  Christians  and  Anglicans,  we  are  a 
people  of  the  Word  and  a  people  of  the  Book. 
Help  spread  the  word  through  the  gift  of  books 
made  possible  through  the  good  ministry  of 
CPC. 

God  bless  us  all  in  our  life  and 
ministry. 

I  remain, 
Faithfully  yours, 

Clifton  Daniel,  3rd 


Note: 

Changes  to  the  Cross  Current  mailing  list  are  ongoing.  If  you  have  requested  a  change,  please  be  patient. 
If  the  change  has  not  been  made  within  two  issues  of  the  paper,  please  contact  the  editor. 
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The  teenage  years  —  a  Treacherous  Time 


Overview  of  The  Journey  to  Adulthood 

by  Alicia  Alford 


David  Crean  considers  himself  one  of  the  "crazy 
people  who  thoroughly  enjoys  working  with  junior 
high  and  high  school  kids."  Lucky  for  them  that  he  is. 
Crean  has  co-authored  one  of  the  most  exciting  and 
life-changing  Christian  education  programs  available 
—  The  Journey  to  Adulthood. 

The  three-part  program  is  designed  to  help 
adolescents  and  teens  explore  their  lives,  especially  in 
the  areas  of  self,  sexuality/gender,  spirituality,  and 
society.  Key  to  the  program's  success  are  the  ideas  of 
mentoring  not  teaching;  confidentiality  without 
secrecy;  and  prayer. 

The  program  provides  teens  with  a  safe  and 
affirming  forum  in  which  to  navigate  the  treacherous 
journey  from  childhood  to  adulthood.  It  aims  to  help 
teens  develop  into  responsible  adults  who  are 
grounded  by  Christian  beliefs;  and  who  are  taking 
part  in  church  life;  and  engaging  in  a  personal 
relationship  with  God. 

The  Program 's  evolution 

Crean  recalls  vividly  "waking-up"  while  working 
with  a  junior  high  class  at  St.  Luke's  in  Montclair, 
New  Jersey.  The  class  hadn't  been  interested  in  the 
available  Christian  education  curriculum  and  was 
more  interested  in  talking. 

On  the  first  Sunday  in  Lent,  the  class  was  talking 
about  temptation.  Crean  asked  the  teenagers,  "What 
are  some  modern  temptations?" 

A  normally  shy,  quiet  student  answered,  "The 
temptation  to  conform." 

"And  then  the  flood  gates  opened,"  says  Crean. 
"The  kids  wanted  to  talk  about  the  pressure  to 
conform.  They  had  the  basics  from  church.  They 
were  trying  to  make  sense  out  of  what  was  going  on 
in  their  lives." 

"Kids  want  to  talk  and  talk  about  themselves  — 
themselves  and  scriptures." 

Crean  had  learned  his  lesson.  One  that  he  soon 
had  a  chance  to  apply  to  a  larger  audience. 

In  1992  the  Director  of  Religious  Education  at  St. 
Philip's  in  Durham  asked  Crean  to  teach  Rite  13,  the 
first  part  of  The  Journey  to  Adulthood,  a  program 
started  by  St.  Philip's  in  1984.  In  June  1993  the  Rev. 
Tom  Midyette,  then  rector  of  St.  Philip's,  asked  Crean 
to  work  with  Amanda  Hughes  to  re-write  The 
Journey  to  Adulthood  and  have  it  published  by 
January  31,1 994.  Crean  and  Hughes  met  their  goal 
and  the  result  is  a  three-part  curriculum  from 
LeaderResources.  Participating  churches  buy  a 
license  to  use  the  curriculum  which  includes  a  hard 
copy  plus  a  program  on  computer  disk. 

Rite  13  —  from  childhood  to  adulthood 

Rite  13,  the  first  of  the  three-part  program,  is  so 
called  because  the  kids  participating  turn  13 
sometime  during  the  two-year  class.  The  program 
corresponds  to  a  time  when  kids  are  moving 
emotionally  and  physically  from  childhood  into 
adulthood. 

The  program  revolves  around  two  concepts:  1. 
manhood  and  womanhood  is  a  gift  from  God;  and  2. 
adulthood  must  be  earned. 

"A  lot  of  what  teens  do  is  to  prove  that  they  are 
"real"  men  or  "real"  women.  Unfortunately  that 
usually  has  a  sexual  component,"  says  Crean.  "We 
take  away  that  burden  from  kids." 

"We  say,  'you  are  men  and  women  because  God 


created  you.  You  earn  adulthood." 

According  to  Crean,  Rite  1 3  addresses  these 
issues  of  sexuality  as  a  gift  from  God  and  lays  the 
foundation  for  the  work  to  follow.  During  the  two 
years,  kids  look  at  Gospel  readings  in  light  of  what  is 
transpiring  in  their  own  lives.  They  learn  that  being 
an  adult  means  acquiring  certain  skills. 

When  the  kids  turn  13,  a  ceremony,  modeled 
loosely  after  the  Jewish  bar-  and  batmitzvahs,  is  held 
in  the  church.  During  the  ceremony,  the  13-year-old 
is  presented  as  a  young  man  or  a  young  woman  and 
the  congregation  pledges  to  support  them. 

So  powerful  is  the  liturgy,  explains  Crean,  that  he 
has  never  been  to  one  that  someone  is  not  moved  to 
tears.  "It's  usually  at  the  point  where  the  parents  lay 
their  hands  on  the  shoulders  of  their  child  as  the  child 
kneels  at  the  altar  rail." 

The  response  to  the  liturgy  has  been  so  positive 
that  it  has  been  sent  to  the  national  church's  Standing 
Committee  on  Liturgy  and  Music  to  consider 
inclusion  in  the  Book  of  Alternative  Services. 

"Kids  come  out  of  Rite  13  with  two  things:  that 
the  Bible  has  relevance  in  their  life;  and  how  to  pray 
—  not  just  going  to  God  with  a  shopping  list,  but 
holding  a  conversation  with  God,"  says  Crean. 

Part  II,  acquiring  adult  skills 

The  second  part  of  the  program,  Journey  to 
Adulthood  (J2A)  helps  young  adults  acquire  adult 
skills.  The  teens  discuss  active  listening  —  learning 
to  listen  attentively  to  themselves,  others  and  God. 
They  learn  to  be  assertive  without  being  overbearing. 
They  learn  negotiation  skills  —  that  the  desirable 
outcome  is  win/win. 

"We  read  Leviticus  1 9  and  look  at  the  rules  laid 
out  and  figure  out  why  they  are  there,"  explains 
Crean. 

The  teens  discuss  research  and  information  skills, 
learning  how  to  find  and  use  information  in  the 
Bible.  They  are  introduced  to  partnership  and 
leadership  skills. 

During  the  program,  the  kids  go  on  a  pilgrimage. 
J2A  groups  have  opportunities  to  make  pilgrimages 
to  Ireland,  Russia,  Salisbury,  Canterbury,  Washington 
National  Cathedral,  St.  John  the  Divine  in  New  York, 
Grace  Cathedral  in  San  Francisco  and  a  parish  in 
Arizona  with  a  trip  to  Navajoland. 

"The  kids  go  with  the  intention  of  meeting 
Christ,"  says  Crean.  "They  come  back  changed.  It's 
astonishing." 

At  the  end  of  the  J2A,  the  kids  are  1 5  to  17  years 
old  and  they  make  a  choice  to  be  confirmed  or  not. 
Crean  considers  one  of  the  great  successes  of  the 
program  the  fact  that  not  one  kid  coming  out  of  J2A 
has  said  he  or  she  is  not  ready  to  be  confirmed. 

"The  kids  make  the  decision,  not  mom  or  dad, 
not  their  peer  group.  It  is  their  decision,"  says  Crean. 

Part  III,  practicing  adult  skills 

During  the  final  stage  of  the  program,  Young 
Adults  in  Church  (YAC),  kids  put  their  adult  skills 
into  practice.  According  to  Crean,  the  kids  do  just 
about  everything  in  the  parish  —  run  for  vestry, 
serve  as  layreaders,  chalice  bearers,  etc.  The 
congregation  is  asked  to  support  and  treat  them  as 
adults  and  to  give  them  the  privilege  of  saying  no 
like  adults.  They  are,  essentially,  adults  with  training 
wheels. 


David  Crean  reviews  notes  from  Rite  13  Curriculum. 


Although  the  curriculum  for  this  final  stage  is  still 
developing,  Crean  foresees  the  evolving  lesson  plans 
introducing  Biblical  scholars  and  gifted  spiritual 
leaders  like  Thomas  Merton,  Henri  Nouwen  and 
Julian  of  Norwich. 

Program 's  use  growing 

In  the  short  time  since  its  licensing  in  1994, 
interest  in  The  Journey  to  Adulthood  has  exploded. 
Over  500  congregations,  including  some  Methodist, 
Lutheran  and  Presbyterian  congregations  are  using 
the  curriculum. 

In  1997  a  study  of  30  congregations  that  had  been 
using  the  program  for  two  years  found  that  the 
number  of  kids  involved  in  the  youth  program 
increased  dramatically  with  the  use  of  The  Journey  to 
Adulthood.  Congregations  with  an  already  active 
youth  program  reported  a  35%  increase  and  in 
congregations  where  there  was  little  or  no  youth 
program  the  increase  was  as  high  as  500%. 

So  popular  is  the  program  that  Crean  has  been 
given  a  grant  from  Trinity  Parish,  Wall  Street  to  write 
The  Adult  Journey —  an  adaptation  for  adults.  This 
curriculum  will  contain  three  parts:  Journey  as  Story 
—  examining  how  our  stories  reflect  Gospel  stories; 
Journey  as  Community  —  the  meaning  of  a  Christian 
community  in  a  increasingly  secular  world;  and 
Journey  as  Eucharist  —  what  it  means  to  be  gathered, 
broken  and  shared. 

Crean,  who  moved  to  Greenville  in  1997,  is  on 
the  road  several  weekends  a  month  holding  training 
sessions  for  parishes  embarking  on  The  Journey  to 
Adulthood  program.  He  has  offered  to  train  mentors 
within  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  for  expenses 
only.  Anyone  interested  in  contacting  him  may  do  so 
through  the  diocesan  office. 

As  for  Crean's  reaction  to  the  success  of  the 
program,  he  states  rather  modestly,  "I'm  still  dazed 
when  I  think  that  God  has  called  me  to  do  this." 
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ECU  Religious  Art  Festival  Lifts  High  the  Cross 

by  Betsy  Overton 


The  second  annual  ECU  Religious  Arts 
Festival  held  January  29-February  2  firmly 
established  the  availability  of  talented  musicians 
and  art  offerings  in  the  eastern  part  of  North 
Carolina.  Artists  and  musicians  were  fortunate 
to  have  the  opportunity  to  receive  the 
instruction,  inspiration,  and  encouragement  to 
"Lift  High  the  Cross,"  the  festival's  theme.  The 
festival  demonstrated  and  taught  that,  through 
art  and  music,  congregations  can  elevate  their 
praise  and  thanksgiving.  Truth  and  beauty 
expressed  through  art  and  music  become 
intrinsic  to  worship,  thus  making  that  place  and 
time  a  paradise  on  earth. 

The  festival,  orchestrated  by  Jeanette  Fishell, 
offered  participants  a  chance  to  hear 
observations,  advice  and  ideas  from 
inspirational  clinicians  like  David  Briggs, 
director  of  music  at  Gloucester  Cathedral  in 
England,  and  John  Honnan,  a  retired  public 
school  music  teacher  and  27-seven-year  director 
of  music  at  Warner  Memorial  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Kensington,  Maryland.  Briggs  led 
master  conducting  and  improvisation  classes. 
Horman,  using  the  Greenville  Children's  Choir 
as  an  example,  demonstrated  successful 
techniques  to  use  with  children's  choirs. 

Growing  on  the  success  of  last  year's 
festival,  subjects  extended  beyond  music  and 
included  the  use  of  flowers  and  literature  in 
worship.  During  the  sermon  at  the  Friday 
evening  Vespers  service,  the  Rev.  John  H. 
Anglin,  minister  at  Mill  Creek  Christian  Church, 
issued  a  call  for  bringing  good  art  into  worship. 

"When  you  think  about  it,"  he  said,  "our 
churches  are  just  about  impoverished  when  it 
come  to  art.  If  not  for  the  fine  music.  .  .where 
would  any  aspect  of  art  creep  in?  On  bulletin 
boards?  Through  the  pre-printed  bulletins, 
Sunday  school  or  vacation  Bible  school  posters? 
On  felt  banners  or  from  fiberglass  steeples?" 

"In  most  churches.  .  .there  is  not  one  piece 
of  original  art  worth  mentioning.  ...  It  amazes 
me  in  this  sophisticated  age  —  with  all  the 
good  music,  all  the  rich  availability  of  art  that 
mediocrity  is  so  much  embraced.  .  .  .  You  [a 
church  musician]  are  the  one  person,  maybe,  in 
the  whole  church  who  can  bring  other  arts 
along." 

The  musical  offerings  at  the  festival  were 


absolutely  splendid.  British  organist  Colin 
Andrews  gave  a  brilliant  concert  Thursday  night 
on  the  Aeolian-Skinner  organ  at  First 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Kinston.  Selections 
included  works  by  Bach,  Bonnet,  Liszt,  and  a 
world  premiere  performance  of  "Circination,"' 
written  by  composer  Mark  Alan  Taggart. 

A  hauntingly  beautiful  worship  service, 
"Stations  of  the  Cross:  A  Journey  To,  and 
Through,  the  Cross  via  Music,  Art,  and  Poetry," 
was  offered  Friday  night.  Charles  Chamberlain, 
professor  of  art  at  ECU,  displayed  his  stunning 
Stations  of  the  Cross  sculptures,  commissioned 
by  Saint  Paul's  Episcopal  Church  in  Greenville 
in  1995.  Eight  poetry  readings  in  both  French 
and  English  were  each  followed  by  Briggs' 


incredible  improvisations  on  the  organ. 

Saturday  concluded  with  a  glorious  hymn 
and  choral  festival.  Briggs  conducted  the  adult 
choir  singing  British  anthems,  and  Horman 
directed  the  children's  choir.  Fishell  and  Briggs 
shared  organ  responsibilities,  and  ECU  faculty 
member  John  O'Brien  was  piano  accompanist 
for  the  children's  choir.  The  final  worship 
service  was  enhanced  by  a  spectacular  floral 
display  in  front  of  the  altar,  designed  and 
implemented  by  Mary  Lee  Hawse  of 
Wilmington  to  illustrate  the  responsive  readings. 

—  Betsy  Overton  is  a  member  of  the  diocesan 

Commission  on  Liturgy  and  Music  and  the  choirmaster 
at  St.  Thomas  ',  Ahoskie. 
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Come  and  help  us  celebrate  the 

lOfli  Anniversary 
Conference  on  Cliiircli 


Diocese  of  East  Carolina 
at  Trinity  Center,  Salter  Path,  NC 


TULS1C 


with  three  of  our  past  favorite  leaders! 


Dent  Davidson  Ben  Hutto 

St.  Mark's  Episcopal  Cathedral  Christ  Church 

Seattle,  Washington  Charlotte,  North  Carolina 


William  Bradley  Roberts 
St.  Phillip's  in  the  Hills 
Episcopal  Church 
Tuscon,  Arizona 


TLursdiay,  Kriclay,  Saturday  and  Sunday 
l  OA*  97. 


*  Extra  sessions  with  our  leaders  have  been  added  on  Thursday  and  Friday! 


A  new  addition  for  4th  thru  7th  graders: 


Saturday  and  Sunday 
They  will  also  sing  at  the  Special  Diocesan  Celebration 


Special  Diocesan  Celetration  of  tne  Eucnarisf 

with,  special  music 

11.00  AM  Sunday,  August  23,  1998 
Registration  brochures  and  more  details  will  be  in  your  parish  office  mid-May 
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Four  Keys  to  a  Successful  Refugee  Sponsorship 


by  Judy  Castranova 

What  makes  a  sponsorship  successful?  Why  do 
some  sponsors  seem  to  struggle,  while  others  just 
breeze  through  the  project?  Recently,  the  Interfaith 
Refugee  Ministry  staff  sought  the  answers  to  these 
questions.  As  they  reviewed  the  sponsorships  of 
the  past  several  years,  they  discovered  similarities 
among  the  outstanding  sponsorships.  They 
identified  four  components  necessary  for  a 
successful  sponsorship:  prayer,  communication, 
community,  and  contact. 

Prayer 

Sponsorship  is  an  act  of  faith.  The  Interfaith 
staff  tells  potential  sponsors  to  trust  in  God  to 
provide  what  is  needed  (money,  time,  employment 
opportunities,  affordable  housing,  etc.)  This  takes 
prayer.  The  committees  that  have  taken  the  time  to 
start  their  meetings  in  prayer,  and  who  pray  at  other 
times  for  their  refugee  family's  needs,  usually  have 
amazing  results.  The  Robersonville  Refugee 
Committee,  for  example,  was  concerned  about 
housing  for  their  incoming  family.  The  committee 
prayed.  Miraculously,  they  not  only  found  a  house, 
but  found  one  rent-free  for  three  months. 

Communication 

Sponsorship  is  intended  to  be  a  body  ministry. 
Just  as  our  physical  bodies  are  made  up  of  many 
parts  that  work  together,  all  the  parts  of  the  refugee 
committee  must  work  together.  Regular  meetings 
enable  all  committee  members  to  come  together 
and  give  their  individual  reports  on  what  they  have 
been  doing,  and  what  they  may  have  heard  or 
learned  while  assisting  the  family.  Without  proper 
communication,  committees  soon  find  that  efforts 
are  duplicated,  time  is  wasted,  and  clashes  can 
occur.  When  regular  meetings  are  held,  and  all 
members  report  on  their  activities,  the  "foot"  will 
know  what  the  "hand"  is  doing,  and  the  whole 
body  works  in  unison. 

The  difference  in  language  and  culture  can 
cause  confusion  and  misunderstandings.  One 
young  Bosnian  couple  arrived  speaking  excellent 
English.  Everyone  assumed  that  they  understood 
all  that  was  said  to  them.  The  church  became  upset 
when  the  couple  insisted  on  having  a  "two- 
bedroom"  apartment.  Susan  Husson,  the  case 
manager,  met  privately  with  the  couple.  It  turned 
out  that  they  thought  two  bedrooms  meant  two 
rooms. 

It  is  easy  to  forget  just  how  complicated  the 
English  language  is.  Even  when  refugees  speak 
English  fairly  well,  they  may  still  misinterpret  what 
they  hear  and  fail  to  understand  everything. 
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Community 

Refugee  sponsorship  is  a  project  for  the  entire 
church,  not  just  for  a  few  people.  Everyone  has 
something  to  offer.  The  best  way  to  involve  the 
whole  church  community  is  by  prayer  and 
communication.  First,  pray  about  the  need.  Then 
put  it  before  the  congregation.  Carole  Ray,  the  co- 
chair  of  the  Refugee  Committee  at  St.  Paul's 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Goldsboro  said  her 
job  was  so  easy  that  she  felt  she  hardly  did 
anything.  The  job  was  easy  because  so  many  at 
St.  Paul's  participated. 

It's  a  good  idea  to  keep  the  congregation 
informed  of  the  family's  progress.  One  of  the 
sponsors  decided  to  involve  the  whole 
congregation  in  the  donation  of  a  car  to  their 
family.  A  local  car  dealer  had  donated  a  car.  The 
keys  to  the  car  were  presented  to  the  family  at  the 
Sunday  morning  service,  so  the  whole  church 
could  rejoice  with  them.  When  the  congregation 
is  kept  advised  of  milestones  in  the  family's  life, 
the  refugees  become  "their  family,"  rather  than 
only  the  committee's  family. 

Contact 

The  Refugee  Committee  members  must  have 
regular  contact  with  each  other  so  that  they  can 
work  as  a  team.  Dialogue  with  the  Interfaith  staff 
before  major  decisions  is  also  important,  and  can 
be  helpful  in  avoiding  mistakes. 

Although  staff  members  cautioned  refugee 
committee  members  not  to  rent  living  quarters 
until  the  family  arrives,  one  church  committee, 
forgetting  their  budget  and  long  term  outlook 
rented  an  apartment  more  than  a  month  before 
their  family  was  expected.  When  the  family 
arrived,  the  committee  made  another  decision 
without  consulting  the  Interfaith  staff.  They 
bought  four  month's  worth  of  food  for  the  family 
even  though  the  ministry  encourages  declining 
support.  At  the  end  of  the  sponsorship,  the  church 
complained  that  their  costs  exceeded  the  initial 
estimate.  The  extra  rent  and  food  payments  had 
put  a  strain  on  their  budget. 

The  refugees  also  need  contact.  Once  they 
start  to  work,  the  committee  often  breathes  a  sigh 
of  relief  and  assumes  the  refugees  are  resettled. 
Visits  sometimes  drop  off  dramatically  as 
volunteers  feel  they  are  no  longer  needed. 
Refugees  have  just  gone  through  some  of  the  most 
traumatic  changes  of  their  lives.  They  have  left 
their  beloved  homeland;  any  possessions 
accumulated  over  the  years  are  lost;  friends  and 
family  are  scattered  or  gone  forever.  Worse  yet, 
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people  they  trusted  have  betrayed  them.  Emotional 
wounds  don't  heal  in  a  mere  four  months.  Having 
volunteers  drop  in  for  coffee,  someone  to  laugh 
with,  cry  with,  or  even  complain  to  can  make  all 
the  difference.  After  the  work  of  sponsorship  is 
done,  the  friendship  can  begin. 

The  late  Betty  Klemm  of  St.  Andrew's  on  the 
Sound,  Wilmington,  chaired  St.  Andrew's  refugee 
committee  sponsoring  two  Bosnian  brothers.  She 
became  so  close  to  the  two  men  that  they  referred 
to  her  as  their  "mother."  During  Hurricane  Fran, 
Betty  stayed  with  her  two  "sons"  in  Wilmington 
until  she  was  able  to  return  to  her  home  in 
Wrightsville  Beach.  The  men  helped  her  put  her 
house  back  together  after  the  storm.  When  Betty 
died  in  early  1998,  her  obituary  referred  to  the  two 
men  as  surviving  family  members. 

Not  all  sponsorships  will  form  such  close 
bonds,  but  many  committee  members  develop 
lasting  relationships  with  refugees.  Refugees  need 
to  feel  they  are  a  part  of  a  societal  unit  again.  To 
heal  emotionally,  they  need  to  be  able  to  trust 
again.  Sponsors  can  be  a  vital  link  in  the  healing 
process  by  maintaining  contact. 

There  is  no  perfect  sponsorship,  and  each 
committee  member  has  unique  weaknesses  as  well 
as  strengths.  All  sponsorships  are  successful  in 
that  they  enable  a  refugee  to  begin  a  new  life  in  a 
safe  land.  Some  just  seem  to  run  smoother  than 
others.  Sponsors  who  take  to  heart  the  four  keys  of 
prayer,  communication,  community  and  contact 
will  be  well  on  their  way  to  a  rewarding  and 
fulfilling  ministry. 


Interfaith  Refugee 


9f  Ministry 

Judith  Castranova 

Diocesan  Refugee  Coordinator 
(919)  633-9009  •  FAX:  (919)  633-9354 


Susan  Husson 

Case  Manager 
(919)  638-8705  »  FAX:  (919)  638-7570*51 


Convention  Responds  to  Bishop's  Address  in 


Table  Discussions 


by  Alicia  Alford 

Following  the  bishop's  address  to  the  115th 
annual  convention  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina, 
delegates,  alternates  and  guests  were  invited  to 
join  table  discussions  to  respond  to  his  address. 
Each  table  was  given  a  sheet  of  paper  with  three 
questions  and  space  to  submit  a  written  response. 
The  ideas  generated  were  collected  and  will  be 
forwarded  to  the  Consulting  Committee  for  use  as 
they  prepare  for  the  long  range  planning  process. 

Thirty-three  tables  submitted  responses.  The 
response  varied  from  specific  suggestions  to  brief 
notes  to  emphatic  statements,  like  "We  want  the 
children  back.  We  want  an  emphasis  on  family." 

Maintaining  the  conversation 

The  first  question  was  "How  do  we  as  a 
diocese  maintain  the  conversation  that  helps  keep 
us  in  vital  and  growing  communion?" 

Many  of  the  responses  dealt  with  creating  a 
caring  atmosphere  where  all  people  are  welcomed 
without  fear.  One  table  wrote,  "We  need  to 
minister  one  to  one  as  we  share  the  story  of  our 
faith,  remembering  especially  every  opportunity  to 
welcome  the  poor,  the  dispossessed,  and  those 
who  are  simply  tired  and  in  need  of  the  Good 
News." 

Several  tables  suggested  forums  for  discussing 
important  issues.  One  table  wrote  that  they  would 
like  to  see  "an  opportunity  for  dialog  in  the  parish 
in  a  forum."  Another  wrote  that  we  can  maintain 
the  conversation  "through  conferences.  What  we 
have  are  good,  but  could  be  organized  around 
other  interests."  People  would  like  to  see  "a  forum 
outside  a  legislative  convention.  In  a  setting  more 
conducive  to  deal  with  the  education,  theological, 
and  Christian  aspects  of  what  such  issues  present." 

One  table  wrote  that  they  would  like  to  "put  a 
personal  face  on  hard  issues."  Another  suggested  a 
monthly  survey  of  churches  to  monitor  the  "pulse 
of  the  diocese."  The  survey  would  be  used  for 
continued  discussion  within  the  churches  and  the 
results  would  be  submitted  to  the  bishop. 

Many  responses  dealt  with  improving 
communication.  E-mail,  a  web  site  and  videos 
were  recommended.  Several  tables  wrote  that  they 
would  like  to  have  been  able  to  share  the 
convention's  opening  service  with  their  parish  via 
video.  A  suggestion  was  made  to  hold  a  "diocesan 
Sunday"  when  leaders  visit  parishes  to  talk  about 
the  diocese. 

One  survey  suggested  that  Cross  Current 
include  more  articles  on  news  outside  the  diocese. 
Another  suggested  that  the  paper  could  include 
more  news  of  meetings  and  activities  in  the 
diocese.  One  table  suggested  that  Sunday 
bulletins  include  notes  advising  congregants  to 
read  certain  Cross  Current  articles.  . 

Quite  a  few  tables  offered  suggestions  for  the 
deaneries.  These  included:  using  the  deaneries  to 
bring  individual  churches  together;  holding  an 
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annual  meeting  at  Trinity  Center  for  the  deanery 
representatives;  having  deanery  representatives 
report  back  to  parishes  following  deanery  council 
meetings;  and  having  communication  flow  from 
parish  through  deanery  to  the  diocesan  office  rather 
than  vice  versa. 

Other  ideas  to  enhance  communication 
included  pulpit  exchanges  and  a  sister  parish 
program. 

Several  tables  commended  the  conversation 
and  fellowship  which  occurs  at  Trinity  Center  both 
among  Episcopalians  and  other  groups. 

Delegates  and  clergy  expressed  a  desire  to  have 
more  opportunities  to  visit  with  the  bishop  in  an 
informal  setting.  They  made  suggestions  that  he 
visit  every  parish,  large  and  small  and  that  there  be 
more  personal  contact  between  clergy  and  the 
bishop.  One  table  recommended  that  the  Canon  to 
the  Ordinary  visit  parishes  to  discuss  issues. 

Other  responses  included  being  involved  with 
committees  and  commissions  of  the  diocese;  letting 
people  know  who  is  serving  on  these  committees; 
praying;  and  listening. 

Discerning  and  practicing  God's  reign 

The  second  question  was  "Christian  leadership 
is  the  capacity  to  discern  and  practice  the  reign  of 
God.  How  does  our  diocese  engage  in  this 
discernment  and  practice?" 

Tables  listed  outreach  ministries,  strong 
leadership,  committee  work,  the  annual  diocesan 
Needs  &  Goals  Conference,  the  work  of  the  ECW, 
youth  ministries,  creative  Christian  stewardship 
grants,  conferences  at  Trinity  Center,  Trinity 
Center,  and  the  convention  as  ways  in  which  the 
diocese  successfully  engages  in  this  discernment 
and  practice.  Two  tables  cited  the  successful 
retreats  and  Quiet  Days  and  the  construction  of  a 
retreat  house  at  Trinity  Center  as  evidence  that  we 
are  improving  in  this  area. 

One  table  suggested  that  we  need  to  better 
educate  people  so  that  they  are  "aware  that  the 
parish  is  a  member  of  a  larger  body." 

Several  tables  wrote  that  prayer  and  listening 
are  the  best  tools  for  discerning  the  will  of  God. 
One  table  wrote,  "take  the  diocesan  'invitations' 
seriously  as  perhaps  containing  an  invitation  to  the 
reign  of  God."  Another  felt  Bible  study  and  being 
"Bible-centered"  was  the  best  way. 

Sharing  ministry  with  the  bishop 

The  third  question  was:  "The  bishop  describes 
how  he  intends  to  stand  with  us  and  this  diocese. 
How  do  we  share  with  the  bishop  the  ministry  to 
which  we  are  called  as  Christ's  body?" 

One  response  was:  "We  must  be  part  of  the 
vision  for  the  diocese.  It's  an  opportunity  for 
everyone  from  the  bottom  up  to  help  shape  the 
future.  We  need  to  communicate  that  each  person 
has  a  responsibility  by  baptism  to  do  ministry." 
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Delegates  record  responses  during  table  discussions. 


Most  tables  agreed  that  to  share  with  the 
bishop  in  ministry,  we  must  be  ready  to  support 
these  ministries  with  our  time,  talent  and  treasure. 
The  majority  of  the  tables  called  on  individuals 
and  parishes  to  financially  support  the  ministries  of 
the  diocese. 

Most  tables  also  agreed  that  when  we  stand 
together  in  worship  and  participate  in  the 
sacraments  we  are  sharing  with  the  bishop. 

One  table  wrote  that  we  share  with  the  bishop 
when  we  "take  the  bishop  and  his  ministry  as  a 
pattern  for  our  parish  and  personal  ministry." 

Responses  stressed  the  need  for  shared 
ministry  and  collaboration.  Many  answers  echoed 
the  responses  from  the  first  two  questions,  such  as 
"more  contact  between  diocese  and  parish  staff  to 
supplement  bishop's  visits." 

Embarking  on  the  walk  of  faith 

In  all,  the  responses  generated  from  the  table 
discussion,  seemed  to  reflect  support  for  the 
bishop,  enthusiasm  for  the  ministries  in  which  we 
are  engaged  and  an  eagerness  to  face  the 
challenges  of  God's  call.  They  provided 
thoughtful  suggestions  and  comments. 

The  answers  affirm  the  response  to  the 
bishop's  address  composed  during  convention  by 
the  Committee  on  the  Bishop's  Address.  As  the 
Rev.  Matt  Stockard  read  on  the  convention  floor, 
"We  are  ready  to  embark  on  the  walk  of  faith  with 
you  as  our  guide  and  friend.  .  .  .  We  embrace  the 
initiatives  you  have  begun.  We  ask  that  you 
continue  to  seek  out  new  ways  to  help  us  sustain 
this  communion,  to  let  us  'see  and  know  that 
things  which  were  cast  down  are  being  raised  up, 
and  things  which  had  grown  old  are  being  made 
new,  and  that  all  things  are  being  brought  to  their 
perfection  by  Him  through  who  all  things  were 
made.'" 
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Dedication  of  Sharp  Assembly  Building 


Top:  Elaine  Holt 
&  Din  Elebash  share 
a  moment  with  Ed  Sharp. 

Right:  Crucifer  Anne 
Sto Her  prepares  to  lead 
procession  into 
the  Sharp  Assembly 
building. 
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for  so  many  years  and  Trinity  Center  meant  so  much 
to  him.  It  seemed  like  a  natural  fit,"  explains  David 
Stoller,  a  member  of  Christ  Church. 

Those  attending  seemed  delighted  that  Sharp  and 
his  family  were  able  to  take  part  in  the  dedication. 
His  three  children  presented  the  elements  for 
Eucharist 

"The  timing  was  marvelous,"  says  Jane  Millns, 
another  member  of  Christ  Church  and  a  long-time 
friend  of  Sharp's.  "Ed  could  attend  and  be  a  part  of 
it.  It  was  an  honor  due  this  fine,  fine  priest  of  the 
Church." 

Millns,  who  read  one  of  the  lessons  during  the 
service,  was  especially  grateful  that  so  many 
members  of  Christ  Church  had  been  invited  to  take 
part  in  the  service.  "It  was  an  honor  to  be  part  of 
such  a  glorious  service,"  says  Millns. 

David  Stoller  concurred.  His  daughter,  Anne, 
was  the  crucifer.  "My  kids  have  all  been  very  close 
to  Ed,"  says  Stoller.  "Anne  was  thrilled.  For  me,  it 
was  a  real  special  moment." 

During  the  homily,  Bishop  Clifton  Daniel 
reminisced  about  Camp  Leach  and  experiences  he 
and  Sharp  shared  there.  Dink  Elebash,  the  wife  of  the 
late  Hunley  Elebash,  the  fifth  bishop  of  East 
Carolina,  and  Jane  Millns  both  agreed  that  is  was 
heart-warming  to  hear  about  the  former  diocesan 
camp. 

"The  homily  was  a  wonderful  tribute  to  Ed  and  it 
was  neat  to  hear  about  Camp  Leach,"  said  Jacque 
Mason,  Trinity  Center's  conference  coordinator. 

Sharp  was  very  active  in  the  ministry  of  Camp 
Leach  and  has  been  a  supporter  of  Trinity  Center 
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since  its  inception.  As  rector  of  Christ  Church,  he 
was  one  of  the  first  priests  to  plan  and  hold  a  parish 
retreat  at  the  conference  center,  a  fact  not  missed  by 
members  of  Christ  Church  attending  the  parish 
retreat  being  held  the  weekend  of  the  dedication. 

In  his  modest  manner,  Sharp  reflected  on  the 
day.  "Em  so  overwhelmed,  I  still  don't  know  why  it 
was  done  —  why  it  was  done  to  me." 

"It  was  a  great  day."  And  he  adds,  "we  all  owe  a 
lot  to  Mike  Morgan  for  his  marvelous  management 
of  Trinity  Center  and  his  supervision  of  the  new 
building  that  has  gone  on.  We  also  owe  Jacque 
Mason." 

It  is  no  wonder  the  people  of  Christ  Church 
thought  naming  an  assembly  building  at  Trinity 
Center  in  honor  of  Ed  Sharp  was  a  natural  fit. 


Senior  Warden  Bryant. 

The  land  given  to  the  church  seems  to  be  ideally 
located  to  accomplish  these  goals.  It  sits  along  Harris 
Street,  a  busy  thoroughfare  which  leads  to  the  back 
entrance  of  Seymour  Johnson  Air  Force  Base.  The 
neighborhood  of  1 , 100  is  two-thirds  black.  The 
property  is  bordered  by  a  housing  project  not  unlike 
one  where  St.  Andrew's  already  operates  a  tutorial 
program  for  school  children.  A  senior  citizens 
village  is  just  down  the  road  and  the  city  is  proposing 
construction  of  a  low  income  housing  development 
across  the  street.  Initial  contact  with  the  base 
chaplains  indicates  that  there  are  quite  a  few 
Episcopalians  worshiping  at  the  base  chapel  and 
looking  for  a  church  home.      "I  am  excited  about 
the  uniqueness  of  this,"  says  Bishop  Clifton  Daniel, 
3rd.  "It's  an  established  congregation  that's  ready  to 
set  out  in  a  completely  new  direction." 

The  women  are  working  with  Bruce  Nolin,  the 
diocesan  deployment  officer,  to  develop  practical 
steps  toward  implementing  their  vision.  According  to 
Nolin,  the  situation  at  St.  Andrew's  is  much  closer  to 
that  of  establishing  a  new  church  than  that  of 
revitalizing  an  old  one. 

"The  first  step  is  to  try  to  be  a  viable  church,  then 


build  the  building,"  says  Nolin.  "They  are  going  to 
have  to  get  out,  knock  on  doors,  get  members  and  get 
funds  flowing." 

Nolin  predicts  that  if  the  church  can  raise  the 
funds  within  the  next  two  years  to  support  a  full-time 
supply  priest,  their  vision  will  become  a  reality. 

The  women  realize  that  to  build  a  new 
congregation,  St.  Andrew's  must  recreate  itself. 
With  Nolin's  help  they  are  looking  at  the  services 
held  and  examining  ways  to  enhance  the  music  and 
the  presentation  of  prayers  and  worship.  They  are 
looking  at  the  neighborhood  where  the  new  land  is 
located  to  identify  who  is  there  and  what  type  of 
ministry  is  needed.  They  are  visiting  established 
churches  in  Goldsboro  to  learn  about  them  and  their 
ministries.  They  are  talking  with  the  base  chaplains 
and  are  considering  an  Education  for  Ministry  (EFM) 
or  Disciples  of  Christ  in  Community  (DOCC) 
program. 

"We  have  to  be  creative.  To  be  religious  doesn't 
mean  to  be  pigeon-holed,"  Bryant  says.  "It's 
important  to  preach  the  Gospel  and  to  make  the 
Gospel  liveable  for  all  kinds  of  people." 

On  the  occasion  of  St.  Andrew's  90th 
anniversary  on  November  30,  1997,  Bishop  Daniel 


Resource  Center  Relocates 


Annette  Bryant 
says  goodbye 
to  present  home 
of  St.  Andrew  s. 


wrote  to  the  congregation,  "St.  Andrew  is  the  first 
evangelist.  My  prayer  for  St.  Andrew's  is  that  you 
may  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  your  namesake  and, 
like  him,  may  tell  many  of  the  good  news  of  our  Lord 
and  bring  them  into  a  life-giving  relationship  with  our 
Lord." 

It  seems  that  with  much  hard  work,  many  prayers 
and  a  few  angels  the  members  of  St.  Andrew's  are  on 
their  way  to  doing  just  that. 


The  resource  center  has  moved  from  Goldsboro  to  the  diocesan  house  in  Kinston.  Resource  Center  Directo  Peggy  Luna  will  be  establishing  regular  hours  once 
the  move  is  complete.  For  further  information,  contact  the  diocesan  house,  1/888/622-4778. 
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Barbara  Jo  White 
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council  members 
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Junior  High  Youth  Rejoice  at  New  Beginnings  #21 


Ninety-one  youth  and  adults  shared  in  the 
largest  New  Beginnings  ever.  New  Beginnings 
#21  was  held  March  7-8  at  Trinity  Center  in  the 
new  Sharp  Assembly  Building.  Participants  did 
not  miss  the  appropriateness  of  New  Beginnings 
being  the  first  group  to  use  the  newly  completed 
building. 

Shepherd  Henry  Hart,  a  senior  from  St. 
James',  Wilmington,  and  Prayer,  Share  and  Care 
Coordinator  Rhyne  Fairley,  another  senior  from 
St.  Philip's,  Southport,  did  an  outstanding  job  as 
youth  leaders.  They  worked  with  the  youth  staff 


to  provide  a  fun  and  spirit-filled  weekend. 
Throughout  the  weekend,  the  youth  staff  led  the 
group  in  worship,  songs  and  skits. 

Richard  and  Vicki  Peterson  served  as  the 
adult  coordinators  and  the  Rev.  Martha  Honaker 
served  as  spiritual  leader  for  the  weekend. 

New  Beginnings  is  a  weekend  of  joy,  fun, 
worship  and  teaching  for  junior  high  youth.  It 
focuses  on  relationships  with  family,  friends  and 
our  Lord.  The  next  New  Beginnings  is  in 
November. 


New  Beginnings  participants  spell-out  NB  #27  on  the 
new  field  in  front  of  the  Sharp  Building  at  Trinity  Center. 


St.  Peter's  A  to  Z  to  Benefit  Local  Outreach 


WASHINGTON,  NC  —  Looking  for  treasures? 
You'll  likely  find  some  at  the  Inside/Outside  A  to 
Z  sale  to  be  held  Tuesday,  April  28,  through 
Thursday,  April  30,  at  the  Washington  Civic 
Center,  Washington,  N.C.  Sale  hours  are  4:00  p.m. 
to  7:30  p.m.  Tuesday,  April  28;  9:00  a.m.  to  8:00 
p.m.  Wednesday,  April  29;  and  9:00  a.m.  to  12 
noon,  April  30. 

From  attics  to  basements  and  outdoor  sheds, 
the  families  of  St.  Peter's  Episcopal  Church, 
Washington,  have  rediscovered  no-longer-needed, 
but  very  usable  or  decorative  items  and  donated 
them  to  the  sale.  Some  items  will  be  auctioned  at 
7:30  p.m.  Tuesday,  April  28. 

Proceeds  from  sale  will  benefit  the  work  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  Women  and  two  area  outreach 
programs,  Eagle's  Wing  and  Options  for  Domestic 
Violence.  Fifty-one  percent  of  the  profits  will  be 


divided  between  Eagle's  Wings  and  Options. 

Both  agencies  provide  emergency  help  for 
individuals  and  families  in  need  or  crisis.  Eagle's 
Wings,  primarily  supported  by  local  churches, 
gives  help  with  food  and  utility  bills  in  western 
Beaufort  County.  Options  operates  a  safe  house 
for  battered  women  and  their  children.  It  is  the 
only  shelter  in  a  five-county  area. 

According  to  A  to  Z  co-chair  Laura  Bell,  the 
sale  is  one  response  to  St.  Peter's  175th 
anniversary  last  year.  "We  celebrated  our  175th 
anniversary  with  the  theme,  'Blessed  by  the  past  to 
be  a  blessing  to  the  future',"  she  said.  "We're 
looking  to  that  future  now,  asking  how  we  can 
continue  to  be  of  service  to  our  Lord  in  the 
community.  This  is  one  response." 

The  sale,  almost  a  year  in  the  planning,  is  built 
around  the  theme  of  a  country  village  with  eleven 


shops.   Feather  Your  Nest  holds  the  decorative 
items,  ranging  from  antique  picture  frames  to  odd 
glasses  and  china  currently  favored  for  "mix  and 
match"  table  settings.  The  Art  Gallery  has  works 
by  local  artists.  The  Secret  Garden  will  have  plants 
and  gardening  materials.  The  Larder  is  stocked 
with  homemade  preserves,  casseroles,  soups, 
chilis,  and  gourmet  treats.  The  Angel  Food  Bakery 
features  the  best  of  baking  in  the  great  Southern 
tradition  and  even  includes  homemade  dog  biscuits 
taste-tested  by  Babe  and  her  canine  companions. 
The  Goodly  Grill  is  stocked  with  barbecue, 
pimento  cheese  sandwiches,  chips  and  soft  drinks 
for  quick  snacks.  Furs,  costume  jewelry,  linens 
collected  and  created  by  the  women  of  the  church, 
hardware,  appliances,  children's  furniture,  toys, 
teen  gear,  sports  equipment,  exercise  bicycles  and 
much  more  will  be  sold. 


Males  Needed  to  Serve 
at  Adventures 
Camp 

Camp  Trinity  is  looking  for  any  males  who  would  be  interested 
in  serving  for  a  week  during  Camp  Trinity's  Adventurer  camp. 
Adventurer  Volunteer  Companions  must  be  at  least  16  years  of  age 
and/or  be  at  least  a  rising  1 1th  grader.  Volunteer 
Companions/Counselors  will  be  assigned  to  work  with  one  or 
more  campers  depending  on  the  degree  of  the  camper's 
disabilities.  Campers  have  developmental  and  physical 
disabilities.  Ages  range  from  12  to  mid-to-late  50s.  This 
rewarding  program  is  held  June  2 1  st- June  26th. 

If  you  would  like  an  application  or  have  any  questions, 
please  contact  Carol  Taylor  or  Kim  Bennett  at  888/622-4778. 


Christ  Church,  New  Bern  Seeks  Youth  Director 

The  vestry  of  Christ  Church,  New  Bern  is  recruiting  a  permanent  youth 
director.  Resumes  will  be  presented  to  the  new  rector  when  he/she  arrives.  The 
rector  will  make  the  final  hiring  decision. 

The  basic  duties  of  this  part-time  5-18  hour  position  are  as  follows: 

•  plan,  coordinate  and  execute  all  youth  group  events,  retreats,  work  trips, 
projects,  and  special  trips  for  Christ  Church  youth 

•  recruit,  select,  train  and  coach  adult  leaders  for  youth  groups 
promote  diocesan  youth  events  and  coordinate  Christ  Church  youth 
involvement 

•  coordinate  youth  participation  in  summer  programs,  Summer  in  the  Sun  and 
Adventure  Camp 

lead  weekly  Bible  study 

•  participate  in  weekly  and  other  staff  meetings 

The  youth  director  reports  directly  to  the  rector  and  works  with  the  youth 
commission  on  an  advisory  basis.  Formal  education  and/or  training  in  youth 
work  is  desirable.  Must  have  at  least  two  year's  experience  leading  youth 
groups.  Must  exhibit  an  ability  to  delegate  responsibility  and  accept  suggestions. 
Must  be  an  emotionally  mature  team  player  who  can  work  with  a  large  staff  and 
has  demonstrated  an  active  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  and  the  ability  to  share  it  with 
young  people. 

Interested  parties  should  forward  a  resume  and  a  letter  of  interest  to  the 
Personnel  Committee  c/o  Interim  Rector,  Christ  Church,  RO.  Box  1246,  New 
Bern,  NC  28503  by  April  20. 
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Welfare  Reform  Briefing 

Sponsored  by  the  Hunger,  Peace  and  Justice  Commission 


Saturday,  May  30 
10:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m. 
Diocesan  House,  Kinston 


Speakers: 

Ted  Gartman,  professor  of  Social  Work  at  ECU 
Elizabeth  Cogsdale,  social  worker  with  the 
Department  of  Social  Services 


Small  group  discussion,  question  and  answer  session  and  theological  reflection  are  included  in  the 
design.  Open  to  anyone  interested  in  welfare  reform  and  its  potential  impact  on  parish  outreach 
programs.  No  charge.  Lunch  is  provided. 

REGISTRATION  FORM 


Name: . 


Address: 
Phone:  _ 
Parish:  _ 


day 


Organization: 


Please  return  to  :  Bets  Borries  Crean,  415  Lee  Street.  Greenville.  NC  27858.  phone  252/756-0808,  fax  252/355- 


THE  SMALL  CHURCH 
LEADERSHIP  CONFERENCE 

26-29  May  1998 
Trinity  Conference  Center 
Salter  Path,  NC 


Conference  Cost: 


$1 35.00  with  lodging  at  Trinity  Center; 
$175.00  lodging  at  Ramada  Inn 


"lis  a  Gift  to  be  Joyful' 

The  Spiritually  Healthy  Small  Church 

Workshops,  small  groups  and  presenters  will  help  define,  recognize  and  build 

on  the  characteristics  that  lead  to  Spiritual  Health  in  individuals  and  in  congregations. 

To  register  contact:  Ms.  Happy  Pullman.  Small  Church  Leadership  Conference, 
The  Diocese  of  Virginia,  110  West  Franklin  Ave..  Richmond,  VA  23220 


Se&ietmie& 


April  26  and  27,  Trinity  Center 

Look  for  information  in  the  mail. 


Retired  Clergy  and  Widow's  Conference 

5:00  p.m.,  April  27  to  3:00  p.m.  April  28 
Trinity  Center 

To  register,  contact  the  diocesan  office,  1/888/622-4778. 


07ie  ^Diocesan  iftaff  and  efamiiij 
invite  you  to  join  tfie 
Dedication  of  the  Diocesan  House  Enlargement 
and  Rogation  Celebration 

May  16 
Beginning  10:00  a.m. 

Come  for  music,  lunch,  worship  and  more. 


>  Memorial  Gift  Opportunities  are  available  at  the  Diocesan  House 
for  furnishings  for  the  Bishop's  Chapel  and  landscaping. 
For  more  information,  contact  Jane  Wynne,  1/888/622-4778. 


MAJOR  RELIGIOUS  FAITHS  IN  OUR  COMMUNITY 


Please  join  us  at  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church,  Greenville,  for  a  series  on  major 
religious  faiths  in  our  community.  It  is  our  hope  that  through  this  type  of  inter- 
change, we  can  deepen  our  understanding  of  our  own  faith  and,  in  learning 
about  other  faiths,  build  toward  a  broader  sense  of  community,  locally  and 
globally. 

HINDUISM 

Presenter:  Dr.  Umesh  Gulati 
Sunday,  April  19,  7:30  to  9:00  p.m. 

ISLAM 

Presenter:  Dr.  Mohammed  Saeed  Dar 
Sunday,  April  26,  7:30  to  9:00  p.m. 

BUDDHISM 

Presenter:  Dr.  Byron  Coulter 
KTC  of  Greenville 
Sunday,  May  3,  7:30  to  9:00  p.m. 

JUDAISM 

Presenter:  Rabbi  Michael  Cain 
Congregation  Bayt  Shalom 
Sunday.  May  10,  7:30  to  9:00  p.m. 

CHRISTIANITY 

Presenter:  The  Rev.  Canon  C.  Phillip  Craig,  Sr. 
Episcopal  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 
Sunday,  May  17,  7:30  to  9:00  p.m. 


THE  PUBLIC  IS  CORDIALLY  INVITED 
Please  feel  free  to  attend  as  many  sessions  as  you  like 

(There  is  no  admission  fee) 


St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church  is  located  at  401  E.  4th  Street,  Greenville,  NC. 
Presentations  will  be  held  in  the  Parish  Hall  (3rd  Street  side  of  building,  next 
to  the  parking  lot).  Questions?  Please  call  919/752-3482. 
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9l  Deaths 


The  Reverend  Charles  E.  Dove 

The  Rev.  Charles  Edward  Dove,  77,  died  Feb.  11  at  Craven  Regional  Medical 
Center. 

He  was  a  much  beloved  member  of  St.  Christopher's  Episcopal  Church.  He 
was  a  highly  decorated  veteran  serving  in  World  War  II,  Korea  and  Vietnam  as  a 
Marine  aviator  in  the  U.S.  Marine  Corps.  He  had  a  Masters  in  Divinity  from 
Virginia  Theological  Seminary  and  a  Bachelor  of  Science  Degree  from  East 
Carolina  University.  He  was  ordained  to  the  diaconate  on  June  29,  1985  and  to 
the  priesthood  on  April  23,  1986.  He  served  as  s  supply  priest  for  St.  Paul's  in 
Edenton,  St.  Cyprian's  in  New  Bern,  Holy  Cross  in  Aurora,  and  St.  Christopher's 
in  Havelock. 

A  memorial  service  celebrating  Dove's  life  was  held  Feb.  16  at  St. 
Christopher's  Church  in  Havelock.  The  Rev.  Marjone  McCarty  officiated  and  the 
Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel ,  3rd  was  the  celebrant. 

"Charlie  was  a  much  beloved  member  of  this  parish  and  we  will  miss  him 
terribly,"  said  St.  Christopher's  rector,  Marge  McCarty. 

Dove  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mary  Jane  Dove;  two  sons,  Edward  Dennis 
Dove  of  Alexandria,  Virginia  and  Charles  Brian  Dove  of  Wilmington;  a  daughter, 
Jacqueline  D.  Lothorp  of  Beech  Grove,  Indiana;  and  two  brothers,  Dr.  Paul  D. 
Dove  of  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio  and  George  D.  Dove  of  Kenansville. 

A  memorial  fund  in  honor  of  Dove  has  been  established  at  St.  Christopher's 
Church,  Havelock. 

The  Reverend  Porter  Burks  Cox 

The  Rev.  Porter  Burks  Cox  of  Wilmington  died  February  20  at  New  Hanover 
Regional  Medical  Center.  He  was  73. 

Cox  was  born  in  Silver  Springs,  Maryland,  on  August  25,  1924.  He  was  a 
U.S.  Army  veteran,  having  served  in  World  War  II.  After  serving  for  twenty-three 
years  as  a  chaplain  with  the  U.S.  Air  Force,  Cox  retired  and  worked  as  a  supply 
priest.  He  served  St.  Andrew's  in  Greensboro,  St.  Paul's  in  Thomasville,  St. 
Christopher's  in  Elizabethtown  and  All  Souls,  Northwest. 

A  memorial  service  honoring  Cox's  life  and  ministry  was  held  at  St.  John's, 
Wilmington.  The  Rev.  Bob  Banse  officiated.  Cox's  ashes  were  interred  in  the  St. 
John's  memorial  garden. 

Cox  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Eleanor  Ross  Cox;  two  daughters,  Anne  C. 
Johnston  of  Nashua,  New  Hampshire  and  Wendy  C.  Bromley  of  Magnolia,  Texas; 
and  four  grandchildren. 

Memorial  gifts  may  be  made  to  the  Good  Shepherd  House,  515  Queen  St., 
Wilmington,  NC  28401. 

H.  Horton  Rountree 

H.  Horton  Rountree,  a  founding  member  of  St.  Timothy's,  Greenville,  died  on 
March  14.  He  died  at  age  76,  following  a  courageous  battle  with  cancer. 

Rountree  was  a  former  district  court  judge,  state  legislator,  ECU  Trustee  and 
attorney.  Rountree  led  the  legislative  effort  to  bring  university  status  to  East 
Carolina  and  was  instrumental  in  the  establishment  of  the  Medical  School  at  East 
Carolina. 

During  his  lifetime,  Rountree  received  numerous  awards  and  recogition  for 
distinguished  service  to  his  community,  his  profession  and  East  Carolina 
University. 

Rountree  graduated  from  the  University  of  North  Carolina  in  1843,  served  in 
the  Navy  Air  Corps  during  World  War  II,  and  received  his  law  degree  from  the 
University  of  North  Carolina  in  1950.  He  practiced  law  in  Farmville  and 
Greenville  and  served  as  Assistant  Attorney  General. 

A  service  celebrating  Rountree's  life  was  held  at  St.  Timothy's  on  March  17. 
The  Rev.  Bob  Hobgood  officiated. 

Rountree  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Helen  Lotz  Rountree;  four  children,  Charles 
S.  Rountree  II  of  Tarboro,  Kathryn  R.  Cameron  of  Raleigh,  Mary  Helen  R.  Ellis  of 
Bath,  and  Dorene  R.  Chambers  of  Rutherfordton;  seven  grandchildren;  and  one 
great  grandchild. 

Memorial  gifts  may  be  made  to  St.  Timothy's  Church,  105  Louis  St., 
Greenville,  NC  27858  or;  the  Leo  Jenkins  Cancer  Center,  ECU  School  of 
Medicine,  525  Moye  Blvd.,  Greenville,  NC  27834. 


A  team  from  the  Episcopal  Diocese  of  Central  Florida  surveys  the 
damage  wreaked  by  a  tornado  in  the  Hyde  Park  neighborhood  of 
Winter  Springs,  Florida.  (Episcopal  News  Service  photo  by  Joe  Thoma) 


Organist  -  Choir  Director  Position  Available 

J"  ~  St.  Anne's,  Jacksonville  jJVjpSl 

Part-time  Negotiable  Position  Description 
Flexible  Rehearsal  Time 

Call  the  Rev.  Jim  Cooke,  Rector:  (910)  347-3774  or  (910)  347-6211 


<CURKEy 

Jn  the  Footsteps  of  St.  Paul  &  St.  John 

[WSonallv  escorted 

1  by 

The  Reverends  Barbara  &  Thomas  Chaffee 
St.  Thomas'  Episcopal  Church 
London 

November  2  -  12,  1998 


For  more  information, 
contact  Worldwide 
Pilgrimage  Ministries 

A  Mission  Subsidiary 
of  FRESH  Ministries 
1131  North  Laura  Street, 
Jacksonville,  FL  32206 
1-800-260-5104 
Fax  904-355-3004 

OR 

Barbara  &  Tom  Chaffee 

at  919-794-3420 


A  Mission  Subsidiary  of  FRESH  Ministries 
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hosts  a  Communication  Workshop  on 

Thursday,  May  7 
9:30  a.m.  -  1:00  p.m..  Diocesan  House 

Featuring  Scott  Nunn,  Assistant  News  Editor  for  The  Wilmington  Star  News 
MARK  YOUR  CALENDARS! 

The  workshop  is  open  to  newsletter  editors,  church  secretaries,  persons  who  organize 
retreats  at  their  own  church,  for  the  Diocese  or  at  Trinity  Center  and  to  anyone 
interested  in  spreading  the  Good  News  of  the  work  and  ministries  of  Episcopalians  in 
East  Carolina. 

To  register  call  910/938-1017. 

No  charge  for  conference.  Lunch  included. 
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Former  Presiding  Bishop  John  M.  Allin  Dies 


John  Maury  Allin,  the  23rd  presiding  bishop 
of  the  Episcopal  Church  from  1973-1985,  died 
March  6,  1998,  after  suffering  a  stroke  while 
undergoing  treatment  for  cancer.  He  was  76. 

Characterized  by  some  as  theologically 
conservative  but  socially  progressive,  especially 
in  fighting  racism,  Allin  was  elected  in  October 
1973  as  the  church  was  losing  members  and 
facing  tensions  over  liturgical  changes  and  the 
ordination  of  women. 

Bishop  Allin  served  during  a  time  of 
significant  change  in  the  church  and  society. 

During  his  term  the  Episcopal  Church 
ordained  women  as  priests  and  revised  its  Book 
of  Common  Prayer.  At  the  same  time,  the 
church  embarked  on  its  most  successful  fund- 
raising  effort,  the  "Venture  in  Mission." 

Allin  was  credited  with  reversing  the  decline 
in  church  membership  and  improving  diocesan 
support  of  the  national  church,  which  reached 
an  all-time  high  during  his  tenure  as  presiding 
bishop.  Giving  to  the  Presiding  Bishop's  Fund 
doubled  from  1979  to  1987  as  did  the  giving  to 
the  United  Thank  Offering  of  the  Episcopal 


Church  Women.  Allin  also  initiated  the 
Volunteers  in  Mission  program  that  has  sent 
hundreds  to  work  on  mission  in  the  United 
States  and  abroad. 

"Bishop  Allin  came  into  the  leadership  of 
the  church  at  a  time  when  it  was  greatly 
challenged,"  said  the  Rt.  Rev.  Don  A. 
Wimberly,  bishop  of  the  Episcopal  Diocese  of 
Lexington  and  chancellor  of  the  University  of 
the  South. 

"He  brought  a  pastoral  concern  that  was 
needed,  he  brought  a  lot  of  humor  to  it,  and  he 
was  a  great  visionary  and  a  great  leader. 
Among  his  many  accomplishments,  I  would 
point  to  the  Venture  in  Mission  campaign  .  .  . 
which  expanded  the  Church's  mission  work  and 
helped  individual  dioceses.  Throughout  his  life, 
Bishop  Allin  was  a  presence  in  whom  people 
rejoiced." 

Ordained  a  deacon  in  1944  and  priest  the 
following  year  by  Bishop  R.B.  Mitchell,  Allin 
served  congregations  in  Arkansas  and  Louisiana 
before  being  elected  president  and  rector  of  All 
Saints'  Junior  College  in  Vicksburg,  Mississippi, 


in  1958,  a  post  he  held  until  his  election  as 
bishop  in  1961. 

He  served  many  posts  in  the  national  church, 
including  a  six-year  term  on  the  Executive 
Council  as  chair  of  the  communications 
committee,  and  as  a  member  of  the  Ecumenical 
Standing  Committee  and  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Church  and  Contemporary  Issues.  At  the  time  of 
his  election  as  presiding  bishop  he  was  chair  of 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Ecumenical  Relations  of 
General  Convention  and  was  a  member  of  the 
commission's  Anglican-Roman  Catholic 
Consultation. 

Allin  is  survived  by  his  wife  of  48  years, 
Ann,  and  four  children:  Marcie  Skelton  and 
John,  Jr.,  of  Jackson,  Mississippi;  Kelly  Ann 
Butler  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  and  Frances 
Elizabeth  Hazel  of  Brevard,  North  Carolina;  and 
12  grandchildren. 

Memorial  services  were  held  on  March  9  at 
St.  Andrew's  Cathedral  in  Jackson,  Mississippi 
and  on  March  14  in  All  Saints  Chapel,  at  the 
University  of  the  South,  Sewanee,  Tennessee. 


Griswold  Names  New  Pastoral  Development  Officer 


(ENS)  Presiding  Bishop  Frank  Griswold  has 
named  Suffragan  Bishop  Frank  Clayton 
Matthews  of  Virginia  to  the  position  of 
executive  director  of  the  office  of  pastoral 
development  of  the  House  of  Bishops.  He  will 
succeed  the  Rev.  Harold  A.  Hopkins,  Jr.,  who  is 
retiring.  In  making  the  appointment,  Griswold 
said  that  he  had  chosen  Matthews  from  a 
number  of  nominees  presented  to  him  by  the 
committee  on  pastoral  development.  "Bishop 
Matthews'  gifts  and  his  involvement  on  the 
council  for  the  development  of  ministry,  as  well 
as  the  committee  on  pastoral  development, 
make  him  eminently  suited  for  his  new  post," 
Griswold  said.  The  office  of  pastoral 
development  is  responsible,  on  behalf  of  the 
Presiding  Bishop,  for  systems  of  pastoral  care 
for  bishops,  as  well  as  support  for  dioceses  in 


the  episcopal  election  process  and  conferences 
on  effective  exercise  of  ordained  ministry.  The 
office  also  provides  consultation  to  dioceses  in 
the  episcopal  election  process. 

In  1987,  Matthews  was  called  by  Bishop 
Peter  James  Lee  of  Virginia  to  be  canon  to  the 
ordinary,  the  bishop's  chief  clergy  assistant.  He 
was  elected  suffragan  bishop  of  Virginia  on 
May  1,  1993.  He  was  recently  elected  chair  of 
the  standing  commission  on  ministry 
development,  and  serves  on  the  General 
Convention's  committee  on  canons,  the 
committee  on  ministry,  and  the  committee  on 
sexual  exploitation.  Matthews,  who  is  known  as 
"Clay,"  will  begin  his  new  work  in  early  June. 
He  and  his  wife,  Martha,  plan  to  continue  to 
live  in  Virginia. 


EFM  Offered  in  Pamlico  Deanery 

Beginning  September  '98,  the  Rev.  Jim 
Lupton  of  Belhaven  will  mentor  Education  for 
Ministry  (EFM)  in  the  Pamlico  Deanery.  The 
program  is  open  to  all,  both  within  and  outside 
the  deanery.  Bi-monthly  sessions  are  planned 
with  sessions  rotating  among  local  parishes  of 
the  deanery. 

EFM,  an  extensive  four-year  study  by  the 
School  of  Theology  of  the  University  of  the 
South,  Sewanee,  is  for  adult  lay  people  wishing 
to  enhance  their  theological  training  for  more 
effective  local  ministry.  The  curriculum  offers  a 
complete  overview  of  scripture,  tradition  and 
history,  as  well  as  pastoral  theological  reflection. 
The  development  of  the  Church's  liturgy  is 
reviewed  and  given  form  with  worship, 
according  to  the  patterns  of  different  eras.  An 
opportunity  for  personal  sharing  and  fellowship 
is  provided. 

Cost  is  approximately  $400  per  year. 
Scholarship  help  may  be  available.  For  more 
information,  call  the  Rev.  Jim  Lupton  242/  943- 
63 1 8  or  Dean  Judy  Glick,  252/923-605 1 . 
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Contemporary  Art  as  an  Invitation  to  Prayer 


by  Antoinette  Anglin 

Through  her  writing,  Sister  Wendy  Beckett,  a 
British  Carmelite  nun,  became  my  Lenten 
companion.  Living  in  solitude,  Sister  Wendy  is 
blessed  with  friends  who  supply  her  with  great 
books  on  art.  I  spend  much  of  my  waking  life 
immersed  in  musical  art  and  am  blessed  with 
great  friends  who  supply  me  with  books  on 
prayer. 

One  such  book  appeared  on  my  desk  just 
before  Midnight  Mass  Christmas  Eve. 
Somewhat  daunted  by  the  topic  of  contemporary 
art  as  a  medium  for  spiritual  reflection,  I  vowed 
to  take  it  up  sometime,  after  finishing  several 
other  worthy  projects  already  in  progress.  Lent 
presented  the  opportunity,  and  Sister  Wendy 
caught  me  by  surprise. 

Having  viewed  her  popular  television  series 
for  BBC,  "The  Story  of  Painting"  and  seen 
subsequent  interviews,  I  was  already  familiar 
with  her  engaging  frankness.  I  was  nevertheless 
unprepared  for  the  impact  of  her  Lenten 
challenge. 

In  The  Gaze  of  Love,  Meditations  on  Art  and 


Spiritual  Transformation  (Harper  San  Francisco, 
1993),  Sister  Wendy  provides  spiritual  essays  on 
forty  works  of  contemporary  art,  one  for  each 
day  of  Lent.  Her  interest  in  the  subject  is  not 
passing  or  pedantic,  but  an  approach  to  art  and 
to  spirituality  that  invites  us  to  take  our  own 
deeper  look. 

The  introduction  offers  more  than  a  basis  for 
using  unfamiliar  visual  art  as  a  medium  for 
entering  into  prayer.  Years  of  contemplative 
experience  —  of  truth  gazing  upon  Truth  — 
shine  through  her  simplest  statements.  She 
says,  "prayer  is  like  an  underground  stream  that 
flows  to  the  surface  at  the  times  when  we  can 
give  it  undiverted  space.  Art  that  is  not 
specifically  religious  expresses  this  truth:  if  we 
do  not  see  the  Lord  everywhere,  however 
unconsciously,  we  shall  find  it  hard  to  recognize 
Him  when  we  look  into  His  face  at  prayer  time." 

Sister  Wendy  doesn't  do  all  the  work  for  us, 
but  instead  shares  her  method  and  encourages  us 
to  enter  into  our  own  process,  to  allow  the 
artwork  to  assist  us  in  our  own  inner  work.  She 


insists  that  her  reflections  only  serve  ".  .  .to  keep 
one  within  the  presence  of  the  art."  All  this 
discipline  is  not  to  imply  any  stuffiness  or  (to 
the  amazement  of  a  non-contemplative  public) 
prudish  inhibitions.  Sister  Wendy  gazes  upon 
what  presents  itself  to  her  with  a  deep,  upwelling 
enthusiasm  for  creation  and  for  God's  call  in  all 
its  complexity. 

As  I  traced  the  path  of  forty  days  once  again, 
I  was  bombarded  with  the  promises  and 
demands  of  a  popular  culture  to  settle  for  what  is 
quick  and  easy,  fun  the  first  time,  requiring  no 
investment  on  my  part:  resurrection  without 
crucifixion,  Easter  without  Lent.  Faced  with  the 
reality  of  Holy  Week  from  which  the  Christ  was 
not  exempt,  I  am  grateful  for  my  companions  in 
the  Way,  fellow  singers  and  soul-searchers  who, 
beyond  all  generosity,  cheerfully  accompany  me 
into  the  abyss,  awaiting  the  good  pleasure  of  the 
One  in  whose  Gaze  all  things  are  made  new. 

—  Antoinette  Anglin,  DMA,  is  the  Organist  and  Choir- 
master at  St.  Mary  s,  Kinston  and  a  member 
o  f  the  Spiritual  Resources  Commission. 
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Spring 

/Quiet  Day  4> 

on  the  Feast  Day  of  Julian  of  Norwich 

May  8, 1998 
9  a.m.  -  4  p.m. 

The  Rev.  Honaker,  Retreat  Leader 

The  Rev.  Martha  Honaker,  assistant  rector  at  Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville,  since  1993  will  lead 
the  Spring  Quiet  Day  on  Monday,  May  8,  the  feast  day  of  Julian  of  Norwich  .  Her  interest  in  Icons 
and  Taize  music  has  found  expression  in  her  work  with  contemplative  spirituality.  Recently  she, 
conducted  a  forum  for  the  adults  at  Holy  Trinity  in  which  she  portrayed  Dame  Julian  of  Norwich, 
answering  questions  from  the  forum  in  the  character  of  Julian  . 

The  schedule  for  the  day  includes  two  meditations,  Morning  and  Noonday  Prayers  and  a 
closing  Eucharist.  Spiritual  Direction  will  be  available. 

Register  by  calling  the  diocesan  house  at  252/522-0885  or  1/888/622-4778.  The  $12 
registration  fee  includes  lunch. 

If  you  desire  additional  time,  several  rooms  are  available  on  May  7.  To  reserve  one,  contact 
Jacque  Mason  at  Trinity  Center,  252/247-5600. 
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As  Limbs  of  Christ's  Risen  Body 


Q 

I  "Resurrection  is  profoundly  unsettling, 
\j  because  it  is  an  overturning  of 
reality  as  we  perceive  it  and  an  entrance  into 
what  St.  Paul  can  only  describe  as  dying  and 
rising  in  union  with  Christ,  which  is  tantamount 
to  a  "new  act  of  creation." 

In  the  Eastern  tradition  the  mystery  of 
resurrection  is  celebrated  in  an  icon  which 
shows  the  risen  Christ  standing  on  the  battered- 
down  doors  of  Hell,  below  which  are  to  be  seen 
locks  and  chains  and  other  signs  of  bondage  and 
imprisonment.  His  arms  are  extended  to  Adam 
and  Eve.  And,  grasping  them  firmly  by  their 
wrists,  Christ  is  literally  pulling  them  out  of 
their  boxlike  tombs  into  the  full  force  and 
freedom  of  his  risen  life. 

As  I  contemplate  this  icon,  I  am  put  in  mind 
of  a  poem  by  George  Herbert,  The 
Dawning: 

Arise  sad  heart;  if  thou  dost  not  withstand, 
Christ's  resurrection  thine  may  be; 
Do  not  by  hanging  down  break 

from  the  hand 
Which  as  it  riseth,  raiseth  thee... 


The  question  I  am  then  bidden  to  ask 
myself  is,  "How  am  I  resisting  Christ's  grasp? 
In  what  ways  do  I  prefer  the  security  of  my 
limited  and  constricted  vision  of  life,  of  the 
Church,  of  my  own  place  in  the  risen  Christ's 
ever  unfolding  and  all  embracing  ministry  of 
reconciliation,  reordering  and  making  all  things 
new?  In  what  ways  do  I  resist  being  forcibly 
pulled  out  of  my  places  of  confinement  into  the 
deathless  freedom  of  Christ? 


In  an  ancient  Easter  homily  Christ  addresses 
Adam  and  Eve  with  these  powerful  words: 
"Rise  up,  work  of  my  hands,  you  who  were 
created  in  my  image.  Rise.  Let  us  leave  this 
place,  for  you  are  in  me  and  I  am  in  you; 
together  we  form  only  one  person  and  we 
cannot  be  separated. . .the  banquet  is  ready... the 
treasure  houses  of  all  good  things  lie  open.  The 
kingdom  of  heaven  has  been  prepared  for  you 
from  all  eternity." 

As  we  celebrate  the  Paschal  mystery,  may 
we  as  limbs  of  Christ's  risen  Body  and  members 
of  the  Anglican  Communion,  be  firmly  held  in 
Christ's  resurrection  grasp  and  rise  up,  leaving 
fear  and  self-preoccupation  behind,  and  enter 
into  the  treasure  house  of  God's  new  creation. 
The  banquet  is  ready.  Therefore  let  us  keep  the 
feast.  Alleluia. 

Tk  Moit  Ret/.  Fnmk  T.  GniiwoU 
Presiding  Bishop  and  Primate 


^  00  o 


Mensaje  del  Obispo  presidente  para  la  Pascua  de  Resurreccion 


T 

a  resurreccion  nos  estorba 
\  J  profundamente,  porque  trastorna 

la  realidad  como  lo  conocemos.  Segun  San 
Pablo,  somos  muertos  y  resucitados  en  union 
con  Cristo,  que  es  decir,  somos  una  nueva 
creacion. 

En  el  este  el  misterio  de  la  resurreccion  se 
celebra  con  un  icono  que  muestra  el  Cristo 
resucitado  de  pie  sobre  las  puertas  caidas  del 
infierno,  bajo  de  las  cuales  se  pueden  ver 
cadenas  y  cerraduras  y  otros  signos  de  prision  y 
de  esclavitud.  Sus  brazos  se  extienden  a  Adan  y 
a  Eva,  y  agarrandoles  de  sus  manos,  Cristo  les 
saca  de  sus  rumbas  y  les  alza  al  poder  y  la 
libertad  de  su  vida  resucitada. 

Cuando  contemplo  este  icono,  recuerdo  una 
poema  de  George  Herbert,  que  dice: 


Levantate,  corazon  triste;  si  no  resistes 
La  resurreccion  de  Cristo  puede  ser  tuya; 
No  te  opongas,  perdiendo  el  mano 
Que  mientras  asciende,  te  alza  a  ti... 

Me  pregunto  a  mi  mismo,  ^Estoy  resistiendo 
el  mano  de  Cristo?  ^Es  que  prefiero  la  seguridad 
de  mis  propias  ideas  pequenas  y  limitadas 
acerca  de  la  vida,  de  la  iglesia,  del  lugar  a  que 
Cristo  me  ha  llamado  en  su  ministerio  de 
reconciliacion?  /,Es  que  me  opongo  a  ser  alzado 
de  mis  prisiones  hasta  la  libertad  de  Cristo,  que 
nunca  mas  sufrira  la  muerte? 

La  palabra  poderosa  de  Cristo  a  Adan  y  Eva 
es:  "Levantanse,  obra  de  mis  manos,  creados  en 
mi  imagen.  Levantanse.  Vamonos  de  aqui, 
porque  vosotros  sois  en  mi  y  yo  soy  en  vosotros, 
y  somos  una  persona  que  no  puede  ser  separada. 


La  fiesta  esta  preparada,  las  tesorerias  de  todas 
buenas  cosas  estan  abiertas.  El  reino  del  cielo 
esta  preparado  para  vosotros  desde  la  eternidad." 

Mientras  celebramos  el  misterio  pascual 
como  miembros  del  cuerpo  resucitado  de  Cristo 
y  la  comunion  anglicana,  espero  que  todos 
nosotros  permanecemos  en  los  manos  de  nuestro 
Senor,  y  que  dejemos  atras  temor  y 
preocupacion  con  nosotros  mismos,  y  que 
entremos  juntos  al  tesoreria  de  la  creacion  de 
nuestro  Dios.  La  fiesta  esta  lista.  Celebremos. 
Aleluya. 

—  Traducido  por  Dot  Hodder 

Tk  Moit  Rw.  Flank,  T.  GliiuioU 
Obispo  Presidente  y  Primado 
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in  Our  Diocese  and  Beyond 


John  Rutter  Requiem  performed  by  St.  Thomas', 
Ahoskie  choir  plus  the  Baptist  Vocal  Ensemble. 
First  Baptist  Church,  Ahoskie,  8  p.m. 

Festival  Eucharist  and  Celebration  of  Easter  with  brass 
quintet  at  Christ  Church,  New  Bern,  9  a.m.  &  1 1  a.m. 

Abendmusik  III:  Early  Music  for  a  Late  Afternoon 

presented  at  St.  Paul's,  Greenville,  by  the  East  Carolina 
University  Early  Music  Consort,  directed  by  Prof.  Thomas 
Huener  at  5  p.m. 

Evensong  with  Schola  Cantorum  at  St.  Michael's, 
Bon  Air  in  Richmond,  Virginia,  5  p.m. 

Dr.  Frank  Bongiorno  brings  jazz  to  Fridays 
at  St.  James',  Wilmington  at  12:10  p.m.  followed 
by  lunch.  Reservations  for  lunch  are  required. 
Call  910/763-1628. 

Chamber  Music  for  Flute,  Voice,  and  Cello  at  Christ 
Church,  New  Bern,  4  p.m. 

The  Wilmington  Choral  Society  presents 
"Cafe  Vienna"  at  the  Scottish  Rite  Masonic  Temple 
in  Wilmington,  5  p.m.  &  8  p.m.  Cost  is  $12  for  adults 
and  $10  for  seniors/students. 

Steve  Anderson  in  Concert  on  the  organ  at  Christ 
Church,  New  Bern,  4  p.m. 

TENTH  ANNUAL  EXPANDED  MUSIC 
CONFERENCE  with  Ben  Hutto,  William  Bradley  Roberts 
and  Dent  Davidson  as  leaders.  (See  page  4  for  more  details.) 


The  Joint  Commission  on  Liturgy  and  Music  sponsors  this  ongoing  calendar 
of  musical  offerings  available  to  all  in  our  diocese  and  beyond.  If  you 
would  like  to  have  events  in  your  parish  listed,  please  send  them  to  Mrs. 
Betsy  Overton,  Rt.  1,  Box  254,  Aulander,  NC  27805.  The  calendar  will  be 
updated  with  each  edition  of  Cross  Current. 


Diocesan 


V  Calendar 


April 

Diocesan  Office  Closed  for  Good  Friday 

Diocesan  Office  Closed 

Elderhostel,  Trinity  Center 

Prison  Ministry  Retreat,  Trinity  Center 

St.  Christopher's,  Elizabethtown,  Parish  Family  Retreat 

Clergy  Salary  Study  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  10  am 

Junior  Diocesan  Youth  Event  (DYE),  Trinity  Center 

Parish  Secretaries  Retreat 

Retired  Clergy  &  Widows  Conference,  Trinity  Center 
Episcopal  Farmworkers  Ministry  Board,  Trinity  Center 
Cursillo,  Trinity  Center 


10 

13 
12-17 
15-17 
17-19 

18 
24-26 
26-27 

27 

28-  29 

29-  5/3 


Convention  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  10  am 

Quiet  Day,  Trinity  Center 

Dedication  and  ground  breaking,  All  Saints', 

Southern  Shores 
St.  Paul's,  Wilmington,  Parish  Family  Retreat,  Trinity  Center 
Dedication  of  the  Diocesan  House  Enlargement 

and  Rogation  Day,  1 0  am 
Trinity  Deanery  Confirmation  and  Celebration, 

Holy  Innocent's,  Kinston,  4  pm 
Creative  Christian  Stewardship  Grant  Committee, 

Diocesan  House,  1 0  am 
Planning  Committee  for  Clergy  Conference, 

Diocesan  House,  1 2  pm 
Diocesan  Staff  at  St.  Mary's  Soup  Kitchen,  9  a.m.  -  12  p.m. 
Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville,  Parish  Family  Retreat,  Trinity  Center 
St.  Paul's  Beaufort/Thompson  Childrens  Home,  Trinity  Center 
Diocesan  Office  Closed 
Trinity  Center  Board  Meeting,  Trinity  Center 
Small  Church  Conference,  Trinity  Center 
Christ  Church,  Hope  Mills,  Parish  Family  Retreat 
Welfare  Reform  Briefing,  Diocesan  House,  10  am 
Explorers  I  Camp 
Elderhostel 


16 
17 
19 

19 

22 
22-24 
22-24 
25 
26 
26-29 

29-  31 
30 

30-  6/5 

31-  6/5 


The  Bishop's  Visitation  Schedule 

April  5        St.  James',  Wilmington 
April  10       Christ  Church,  New  Bern 
April  12       St.  Thomas',  Bath 
April  26       St.  Mary's,  Kinston 
Pamlico  Deanery 

May  3  St.  Andrew's,  Morehead  City 
May  1 0       Christ  Church,  Elizabeth  City 

Albemarle  Deanery  Confirmation 
May  17        St.  Francis,  Bogue  Banks 

Trinity  Deanery  Confirmation 
May  24        St.  Stephen's,  Goldsboro 
May  31        St.  John's,  Wilmington 

Lower  Cape  Fear  Deanery  Confirmation 
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Bishop  Holds  Briefing  on  Impact 
of  Welfare  Reform 


KINSTON  —  In  anticipation  of  the  welfare 
reform  act  taking  act  on  July  1,  Bishop  Daniel 
has  scheduled  a  briefing  for  all  interested  parties 
at  10:00  a.m.  on  May  30  at  the  diocesan  house 
in  Kinston.  The  bishop  is  concerned  for  the 
many  hands-on  agencies  in  the  diocese  which 
provide  food,  clothing,  medicine,  shelter  and 
money  for  rent  and  utilities. 

In  a  recent  interview,  Daniel  said  that  he 
feared  telephones  in  our  churches  would  start 
ringing  on  July  1  with  urgent  pleas  for  help  from 
those  who  have  lost  their  benefits.  In  response  to 
the  impending  crisis  and  in  conjunction  with  the 
newly  formed  Hunger,  Peace  and  Justice 
Commission,  he  has  arranged  the  briefing  for 
those  working  directly  with  the  poor  who  live  in 
the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  and  anyone  who  has 
any  interest  or  feeling  about  this  subject. 

Daniel  feels  it  is  urgent  that  as  many  people 
as  possible  attend  this  briefing  session  in  order  to 
learn  what  to  expect  after  July  1 .  The  session  is 
designed  to  be  an  opportunity  for  workers  to  ask 
questions.  Ted  Gartman,  a  professor  of  social 
work  at  East  Carolina  University,  and  Elizabeth 
Cogsdale,  a  social  worker  in  the  Work  First 
program  of  Pitt  County,  will  lead  the  discussion. 

The  design  of  the  day  is  to  open  with 


Eucharist  celebrated  by  Bishop  Daniel.  The 
bishop  will  also  preach,  setting  the  theological 
tone  for  the  day.  Then  a  presentation  will  be 
made  by  the  two  speakers  followed  by  small 
group  discussions  with  trained  leaders.  Lunch 
will  be  provided  by  the  diocese  and  then  there 
will  be  a  plenary  session  for  identifying  and 
sharing  particular  problems  which  have  been 
identified.  The  session  will  end  at  2:00  p.m. 

If  you  volunteer,  run  or  work  in  a  social 
service  agency,  please  come.  The  bishop  has 
emphasized  repeatedly  how  important  it  is  for 
all  agencies  to  be  ready  for  this  crisis. 


Bishop  Daniel  preparing  sandwiches  at  St.  Mary  s 
Soup  Kitchen  in  Kinston. 


WELFARE  REFORM  BRIEFING 
REGISTRATION  FORM 


Name: 


Address: 


Phone: 
Parish: 


day . 


evening 


Organization: 


Please  return  to  :  Bets  Borries  Crean,  415  Lee  Street,  Greenville,  NC  27858, 
phone  252/756-0808,  fax  252/355-8087 
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The  Church 
in  Cyberspace 


The  Episcopal  Church 


IN  THE  ANGLICAN  COMMUNION 

A  global  community 
of  70  million  Anglicans 
in  36  member  churches/ 
provinces. 


ARCHBISHOP  OF  CANTERBURY 

The  Most  Rev.  and  Rt.  Hon.  George  Carey 

Lambeth  Palace,  London,  England  SE1  7JU 
Anglican  Consultative  Council,  14  Great  Peter  Street, 
London,  England  SW1P  3NQ 

Episcopal  Seat:  Canterbury  Cathedral 


v+ 

IN  THE  UNITED  STATES 

A  community  of  2.5  million 
members  in  1 1 8  dioceses  in 
the  Americas  and  abroad. 
Established  1789. 

PRESIDING  BISHOP 

The  Most  Rev.  Frank  T.  Grisvvold 


Episcopal  Church  Center,  8 1 5  Second  Avenue, 
New  York,  NY  10017,  (212)  867-8400 

Episcopal  Seat:  Washington  National  Cathedral, 
Mount  St.  Alban,  Washington,  D.C.  20016 


IN  THE  DIOCESE 
OF  EAST  CAROLINA 

A  community  of  over  14,137 
communicants  in  70  churches. 
Founded  in  1883. 

BISHOP 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd 


Diocesan  Office,  705  Doctors  Drive,  P.O.  Box  1336, 
Kinston,  NC  28503 

Telephone:  888/622-4778 
Fax:  919/523-5272 
Email:  diocese. ec(a>coastalnet. com 


VISIT  THE  DIOCESAN  WEBSITE  AT 

http://www4.coastalnet.com/community_orgs/religious_orgs/diocese 


Cr*ss  Current  — 


EDITOR 

Alicia  Alford 

Cross  Current's  purpose  is  to  communicate  how  we  are 
keeping  the  Cross  current  in  our  daily  lives  and  in  the 
ministries  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina. 

To  contribute  material  or  ideas  contact  the  editor  at  1119 
Hendricks  Ave.,  Jacksonville.  NC  28540,  (910)  938-1017. 
Fax  (910) 938-341 5 

Deadline  June  Issue:  May  13 

Subscriptions  &  Contributions  :  Every  household  with 
members  of  an  Episcopal  Church  in  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina  should  receive  a  Cross  Current  free  of  charge. 
Cross  Current  is  sent  to  households  outside  the  diocese 
upon  request.  Cross  Current  does  accept  contributions  to 
help  cover  printing  and  mailing  costs.  These  may  be  sent  to 
The  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  P.O.  Box  1336,  Kinston,  NC 
28503.  Please  contact  the  editor  for  information  on  Cross 
Current  on  audio  cassette. 

Change  of  address:  Send  to  Cross  Current,  1119 
Hendricks  Ave.,  Jacksonville,  NC  28540.  Please  note  the 
name  of  your  church  with  the  address  change  and  include 
the  mailing  label. 


Stewardship  Conference  is  Prelude 
for  Wardens 


by  Scott  Nunn 

PINE  KNOLL  SHORES  —  Who  says  stewardship 
training  has  to  be  boring?  Certainly  not  the  Rev. 
Hugh  Majors,  who  led  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina's  annual  stewardship  conference  March 
13-14  at  Trinity  Center.  Majors  is  the  evangelism 
officer  at  the  Episcopal  Church  Center. 

Though  he  works  in  New  York  City,  it  was 
Majors'  Texan  sense  of  humor  and  storytelling 
ability  that  kept  the  attention  of  parish  stewardship 
chairmen,  as  well  as  wardens  and  clergy  from  across 
the  diocese. 

Majors  offered  some  astonishing  figures  to  his 
audience.  When  it  comes  to  giving,  the  Episcopal 
Church  has  the  fifth  best  track  record  among  U.S. 
churches,  with  an  average  annual  pledge  of  $  1 ,400 
(East  and  West  Tennessee  are  the  highest,  with  an 
average  pledge  of  $  1 ,900.)  The  average  annual 
pledge  in  the  Southern  Baptist  church  is  $380  and  in 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church  it's  $186.  Giving 
within  Episcopal  parishes  has  gone  up  86  percent  in 
the  past  25  years.  So,  Majors  said,  the  church 
already  has  a  good  record  of  giving.  But  how  do  we 
get  better  at  stewardship? 

"If  you  want  to  change  people's  giving  habits, 
you  have  to  change  how  people  know  about  God" 
said  Majors. 

Important  to  know  your  audience 

Before  you  approach  someone  in  your  church 
about  stewardship,  it  is  important  to  know  who  your 
audience  is.  Majors  told  the  group.  We  are  a  diverse 
church.  Majors  pointed  out.  In  any  congregation  we 
may  find  anglo-catholics,  evangelicals, 
charismatics,  social  activists  and  traditionalists.  He 
also  described  the  different  levels  in  which  people 
fall  in  the  congregational  dynamics  of  almost  any 
church. 

There  are  people  in  what  Majors  described  as 
the  survival  group.  These  are  people  who  may  be 
going  through  a  crisis,  be  it  death  or  illness, 
financial  trouble  or  divorce.  What  they  need  most 
from  the  church  is  pastoral  care,  not  just  from  the 
rector,  but  from  the  entire  congregation.  Some 
people  are  at  the  safety  level,  and  are  just  starting  to 
feel  comfortable  in  the  community  of  the 
congregation.  There  are  people  at  the  community 
level  who  desire  mainly  fellowship  and  want  more 
information  about  the  church.  And  there  are  people 
at  the  identity,  meaning  and  purpose  levels.  These 
are  the  leaders  of  the  congregation  and  these  groups 
provide  the  most  financial  support  for  the  church. 

Avoid  the  blanket  approach 

Majors  stressed  that  you  can't  take  a  blanket 
approach  to  stewardship  when  there  are  people  in  so 
many  different  traditions  and  at  so  many  levels  of 
participation  in  the  congregation.  In  fact,  he  says 
there  are  people  in  the  congregation  who  should  not 
be  approached  individually  about  stewardship  at  all, 
including  those  at  the  survival  and  safety  levels. 

Majors  argued  that  these  people  have  too  many 
other  issues  going  on  in  their  lives  at  the  time,  and 


can  be  hurt  when  asked  to  pledge. 

A  good  way  to  introduce  them  to  stewardship  is 
asking  them  to  contribute  to  a  specific  cause,  such 
as  a  parish  fundraiser.  This  gives  them  a  chance  to 
give  to  the  church,  but  does  not  put  the  pressure  of 
a  long-term  commitment  on  people  who  may  not  be 
ready  yet. 

As  for  the  nuts  and  bolts  of  a  stewardship  drive, 
Majors  said  that  visits  in  homes  are  not  the  best 
way. 

"The  home  is  the  one  place  where  people  feel 
they  can  escape  from  the  world,"  Majors  said.  "The 
last  thing  they  want  is  for  a  stranger  to  come  into 
their  home  and  talk  about  money." 

Instead,  he  said,  intensive  mailing  campaigns 
and  celebration  dinners  are  better  alternatives. 

Wardens  share  problems,  challenges  and  joys 

As  the  stewardship  conference  came  to  an  end 
Saturday  afternoon,  the  wardens  conference  was 
beginning  that  evening. 

The  wardens  conference  gave  senior  and  junior 
wardens  from  the  diocese  a  chance  to  share  their 
problems  and  challenges,  but  perhaps  more 
important,  to  share  their  joys.  As  wardens  gathered 
in  small  groups,  it  soon  became  evident  that  there 
were  more  personal  connections  in  this  far-flung 
diocese  then  many  had  thought. 

Participants  attended  workshops  on  canon  law 
and  how  it  defines  the  role  of  the  vestry  and 
wardens;  what  to  do  when  your  rector  leaves; 
parish  finances  and  relationship  of  the  national 
church,  diocese  and  parish. 

The  conference  also  gave  wardens  and 
opportunity  to  meet  with  Bishop  Daniel  and  two 
new  faces  at  the  diocesan  house,  the  Rev.  Phil 
Craig,  Canon  to  the  Ordinary,  and  Bruce  Nolin,  the 
deployment  officer. 

—  Scott  Nunn,  a  member  of  Church  of  the  Good  Shepard, 
is  the  Assistant  News  Editor  for  The  Wilmington  Star  News. 


Hugh  Majors  and  conference  attendee  look  over 
stewardship  notes. 
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 From  the 

Bishop  

Bishops  Experience  Grace-filled  Dance  at  Kanuga 


Dear  Ones  in  Christ, 

Just  a  few  weeks  ago,  along  with  155  others,  I 
attended  the  first  meeting  of  the  House  of  Bishops 
with  Frank  Griswold,  our  new  presiding  bishop. 
The  place  of  our  gathering  was  Kanuga,  a  national 
conference  center  for  the  Episcopal  Church. 
Kanuga  is  located  near  Hendersonville,  N.C.  and 
our  own  diocese  is  one  of  the  owning  dioceses  of 
this  great  place. 

Our  pattern  of  life  for  the  five  or  so  days  that 
we  were  together  was  to  gather  at  7:30  a.m.  for 
morning  prayer,  eucharist  at  1 1 :00  a.m.  and 
evening  prayer  at  5:30  p.m.  Along  with  good  food 
and  time  for  rest  and  recreation,  we  gathered  daily 
in  small  groups  of  eight  for  ongoing  conversation. 
For  several  days,  we  gathered  as  a  body  in  the  main 
lodge,  seated  in  semicircular  rows  facing  the 
massive  stone-faced  fireplace.  Bishop  Griswold 
stood  before  us  to  speak,  engaging  us  in  theological 
presentation,  discussion  and  reflection.  Here  is  a 
sampling  of  what  he  said: 

Catholicity  is  God s  fullness  made  manifest  in  Jesus 
Christ. 

Through  our  baptism,  we  are  caught  up  in 
solidarities  not  of  our  own  choosing. 

We  have  exhausted  clubhouse  Anglicanism.  It  is 
over.  It  is  not  a  matter  of  "Do  I  like  you?  "  or  "Are 
you  like  me?  ",  but  that  we  have  been  baptized  into 
the  Body  of  Christ  and  belong  to  one  another. 

In  the  House  of  Bishops,  we  are  to  be  for  each 
other  not  only  as  companions,  but  as  the  source  of 
salvation  through  whom  Christ  can  work. 

These  days  contained  moments  of  grace  and 
gracefulness  during  which  the  House  of  Bishops 
came,  I  believe,  to  a  new  place  and  found  a 
renewed  foundation  of  mutuality  in  its  search  for 
collegiality  and  communion.  I,  along  with  so  many 
others,  found  myself  enriched  by  the  depth  of  our 
presiding  bishop's  theological  insight  and  was 
reassured  that  he  is  deeply  rooted  in  the  authority 
of  scripture,  in  theology,  pastoral  sensitivity  and  the 
rich  tapestry  that  is  the  Anglican  Way.  Bishop 
Griswold  said  his  ministry  is  dedicated  to  "keeping 
an  open  heart.  A  bishop's  heart  must  be  open  and  a 
bishop's  door  must  be  open  to  everyone,  absolutely 
everyone.  Our  salvation  is  in  Jesus  Christ,  our 
risen  Lord.  Christ  is  the  Lord  of  Scripture.  My 
sense  is  that  Christ  continues  to  make  the  scriptural 
word  the  living  word  in  our  experience  through  the 
Spirit  that  unfolds  over  time.  We  are  always 
growing  into  the  truth  who  is  Christ,  and  so  we 
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must  listen  carefully  and  discerningly  to  truth  as  it 
comes  to  us  in  a  variety  of  ways  and  see  that  as  a 
part  of  the  unfolding  mystery  of  the  risen  Christ 
who  is  in  our  midst.  Our  common  search  for  the 
word  is  something  I  will  be  shaped  by  as  time 
goes  by." 

This  remarkable  moment  in  our  common  life 
as  bishops  of  the  church  seemed  to  me  to 
transcend  and  put  much  of  what  divides  us  into  a 
realistic  and  hopeful  perspective.  This  was  noted 
by  two  of  the  leading  conservative  bishops  of  the 
House.   Bishop  Schofield  from  the  Diocese  of 
San  Joaquin  said,  "I  thought  the  atmosphere  was 
amazingly  moving."  Bishop  Wantland  from  the 
Diocese  of  Eau  Claire  said,  "Bishop  Griswold 
speaks  the  same  theological  language  that  we  do." 
As  did  most  of  my  fellow  bishops,  I  went  away 
from  this  remarkable  meeting  refreshed,  renewed 
and  in  good  hope.  I  was  saddened  a  few  weeks 
afterward  to  read  that  another  bishop  (who  did  not 
attend  the  meeting  of  the  House)  rather  sourly 
advised  a  gathering  of  lay  and  clergy  regarding 
their  stance  toward  the  church:  "Stay.  Pray. 
Disobey.  Don't  pay."  While  the  first  two  words 
draw  us  deeper  into  community  and  communion, 
the  last  two  words  of  disobedience  and  disunity 
both  sadden  and  portray  a  spiritual  desolation  that 
draw  us  apart.  How  I  wish  he  had  shared  in  our 
time  together  in  Kanuga.  While  issues  that  face  us 
as  a  church  are  real  and  deserve  to  be  met  with  all 
charity  and  seriousness,  I  do  believe  that  as  we 
commit  ourselves  to  deepening  our  love  for  and 
communion  with  one  another  as  disciples  of  the 
risen  Christ,  so  will  our  ability  to  face  them 
together  as  followers  of  a  shared  Lord.  I  do  thank 
God  for  the  moments  of  grace  and  encouragement 
that  were  experienced  and  shared  at  Kanuga. 

On  the  Friday  of  our  time  together,  Bishop 
Griswold  announced  that  on  Saturday  evening 
there  would  be  circle  dancing  in  Balthis 
Auditorium.  He  had  invited  two  folk  dancers  to 
teach  us  and  to  lead  the  dancing.  At  least  100  pair 
of  eyebrows  shot  up  in  unison.  Saturday  night 
found  your  House  of  Bishops  in  Balthis,  standing 
in  two  concentric  circles,  gathered  around  a  basket 
of  flowers  and  four  flickering  candles  set  on  the 
floor  in  the  center  of  the  room.  To  the  sounds  of 
Eastern  European  music,  our  teachers  began  by 
teaching  us  the  Romanian  Midwives'  Dance. 
Holding  hands,  we  moved  inward  and  outward  in 
soft  waves,  stepping  gently  from  side  to  side.  We 
circled  right,  as  instructed,  dipped  and  circled  left, 


again  and  again.  Even  I,  with  my  two  left  feet  (or 
is  it  two  right  feet?  I  can  never  tell  the  difference.) 
moving  in  time  with  the  music,  sensed  along  with 
my  brother  and  sister  bishops  that  Bishop  Griswold 
was  on  to  something.  The  dancing  in  Balthis  that 
night  was  about  community  and  communion.  But 
more  important,  our  dancing,  even  with  faltering 
steps  was  (as  Bishop  Thompson  of  Southern  Ohio 
said)  really  about  our  identity,  our  purpose,  our  call 
as  followers  of  Jesus  Christ  our  risen  Lord.  That 
evening,  the  words  of  this  hymn  sprang  to  mind. 

Dance,  then,  wherever  you  may  be. 
I  am  the  Lord  of  the  dance,  said  he. 
And  I'll  lead  you  all,  wherever  you  may  be. 
And  I'll  lead  you  all  in  the  dance,  said  he. 

I  rejoice  that  God  has  raised  up  Frank  Griswold 
as  our  presiding  bishop.  I  rejoice  in  our  good  and 
strong  life  in  the  Episcopal  Church  as  bishops, 
clergy  and  laity  united  in  the  common  service  of 
our  risen  Lord.  I  praise  the  Lord  of  the  Dance  who 
has  led  us  to  this  day  and  leads  us  onward  in  the 
dance,  even  when  we  follow  with  faltering  feet. 

As  Anna  says  in  The  King  and  I,  "Shall 
we  dance?" 

God's  peace  and  Godspeed, 


Note: 

Changes  to  the  Cross  Current  mailing  list  are  ongoing.  If  you  have  requested  a  change,  please  be  patient. 
If  the  change  has  not  been  made  within  two  issues  of  the  paper,  please  contact  the  editor. 
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Proclaiming  the  Word  —  Cover  to  Cover 

by  Perry  Fisher 


The  First  Book  of  Moses,  called 

Genesis 


N    the    beginning    God    created  the 
heaven  and  the  earth. 
2  And  the  earth  was  without  form,  and 
void:  and  darkness  was  upon  the  face  of 
(he  deep.  And  the  Spirit  of  God  moved 
upon  the  face  of  the  wafers. 
3  And  God  said.  Let  there  he  light  and 
fhere  was  light, 

4  .And  God  saw  the  light,  that  //  tut 
good;  and  God  divided  this  light  Jr.»m 
die  darkness 

5  AndGiKi  called  the  ttigfai  t     ,  *f^. 
darkness  he  ...ailed  Spiffed    A/»d  ux  c%< 
iimg  and  the  ftiojiuiif  »;it         pt»  kJ  < 
o  f  And  t  »od  .w.d  1  «•<  (her*  '*  A  f 
mem  in  tiic  a  %*# 
Jitidr  the  fiftMNi  Am  » 

And  *#»»d  tt«A«Jte          ?„.»  . 
 '■*>  !  


of  the  heaven  to  give 

18  And  to  rule  ov 
the  night,  and  to  dtv 
darkness:  and  C.oct 

19  And  the  event 
were  the  fourth  d»J 

20  And  <  .<»d  said 
forth  abundantly 
t lt.it  hath  I 
the  earth 
heaven. 

2  i  \f>4  t 
c  »  c  r  »  I;  *  i«i 
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WILMINGTON  —  The  Bible.  It's  the  history 
of  our  faith.  The  greatest  book  in  the  world. 
Have  you  read  it  from  cover  to  cover?  Church 
of  the  Good  Shepherd  in  Wilmington  has. 

The  idea  came  from  the  church's  rector,  the 
Rev.  Rickie  Steenstra.  Her  idea  for  a  cover-to- 
cover  reading  was  based  on  the  Old  Testament 
story  in  Nehemiah,  Chapter  8,  where  Ezra  reads 
the  law  of  Moses  to  the  people  of  Israel  who 
have  returned  from  Exile. 

Strenstra  envisioned  the  non-stop  Bible 
reading  as  a  two-fold  discipline:  1.  an  act  of 
rededication  for  the  parish  as  Lent  began;  and  2. 
as  an  offering  of  racial  reconciliation  as 
Wilmington  observes  the  100th  anniversary  of 
the  city's  race  riots.  The  race  riots  of  1898  still 
scar  the  city's  racial  relations. 

At  1  p.m.  on  Sunday,  March  1,  the  first 
Sunday  of  Lent,  Steenstra  began  reading  from 
Genesis.  In  the  78  hours  that  followed,  more 
than  80  people  stood  in  the  pulpit  to  read  from 
the  same  Bible  around  the  clock.  On 
Wednesday,  March  3  at  7  p.m.,  one  of  the 
church's  oldest  members,  90-year-old  Grace 
Sharpe,  read  the  last  chapter  of  Revelation: 
Amen.  Come,  Lord  Jesus.  The  grace  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  be  with  all  the  saints.  Amen. 

There  was  always  one  person  reading  and  at 
least  one  person  to  listen.  News  of  the  reading 
was  reported  in  newspapers  across  the  state  as  a 
well  as  the  Wall  Street  Journal.  It  was  also 
reported  on  NBC  radio  in  New  York,  broadcast 
over  three  continents,  and  on  the  Paul  Harvey 
radio  show.  A  parish  from  Arizona  heard  it  on 
the  radio  and  called  wanting  details. 

Reflecting  on  how  the  story  grew  from  one 
person  reading  in  the  pulpit  to  news  on  another 
continent,  Streenstra  said,  "It's  amazing  what 
happens  when  you  proclaim  God's  word." 

Between  the  Book  of  Genesis  and  the  Book 
of  Revelation  came  a  multitude  of  experiences 
for  the  different  people  that  read  and  for  those 
that  listened. 

"It  made  me  realize  how  ancient  our  faith 
is,"  said  Scott  Nunn,  one  of  the  80  readers.  "We 
go  to  church  on  Sundays  to  be  part  of  a 
continuing  story  from  the  beginning  of  time.  We 
are  part  of  Abraham." 

Jean  Little  felt  as  though  she  wasn't  saying 
the  words  as  much  as  hearing  them,  "Like  I 
wasn't  reading,  it  was  just  coming  out  of  me." 

Time  flew  for  a  number  of  readers.  Susan 
Dillard  and  Elise  Rocks  said  their  predawn  and 
latenight  readings  were  "very  strong,"  especially 
the  readings  from  Psalms. 


"It's  a  lot  of  'where  are  you,  Lord?'  and  Can 
we  come  back?'"  Dillard  observed.  It  made  her 
think  of  herself  as  a  Christian  and  about  where 
society  is  today.  Rocks  called  her  reading  of 
Psalms  a  gift.  Other  readers,  quite  euphoric  upon 
completing  a  reading,  were  surprised  to  feel  a 
sense  of  elation. 

A  number  of  readers  were  touched  to  the 
point  of  tears.  Steenstra  struggled  to  get  the 
words  out  as  she  read  verses  that  had  been  read 
at  her  ordination. 

When  my  turn  came,  I  read  Job's  self- 
condemnation,  with  its  penetrating  depth  and 
literary  mastery.  I  had  to  stop  and  compose 
myself,  wiping  away  tears.  I  had  never  read  Job, 
but  I  heard  his  voice  resonating  across  the 
sanctuary.  It  sounded  practical  and  lyrical.  It 
didn't  feel  as  though  it  was  coming  from  me. 

The  act  of  reading  the  Bible  full  voice  gave 
its  stories  new  meaning.  When  I  shared  that 
experience  with  Strenstra,  she  smiled  with  an 
understanding  look  and  said,  "The  Bible  is 
meant  to  be  proclaimed" 

For  my  final  shift,  I  read  Malachi,  finishing 
the  Old  Testament,  and  began  Matthew,  I  was 
able  to  read  Christ's  words  as  he  was  tempted  by 
Satan  and  then  his  Sermon  on  the  Mount.  I 
didn't  want  the  moment  to  end. 

Later  I  came  to  realize  how  blessed  we  are  to 
be  Christians.  The  Old  Testament's  epic 
struggles  and  pain,  its  long  lineages  and  rigid 
laws  lead  to  something.  The  New  Testament, 
like  Christ's  life,  is  fleeting,  simple  and 
complete.  It  gives  meaning  to  what  came  before. 


It  doesn't  end  our  pain,  but  it  shows  us  how  to 
let  it  go. 

One  reader  said  the  main  lesson  he  had 
learned  is  that  the  Bible  is  one  big  lesson  in 
faith;  being  called  to  be  a  faithful  people. 

It  is  meant  to  be  proclaimed.  Cover  to  cover. 

—  Perrry  Fisher  is  a  radio  reporter  in  Wilmington  and  a  member 
of  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd. 


&  Single?  A 

Solo  Flight  Conference  m« 
/  ^  for  Single  Adults 


Keynoter:  the  Rev.  Tom  Schultz,  OHC, 
and  an  all-star  staff,  including 
the  Rev.  Louis  "Skip"  Schueddig, 

the  Rev.  Bruce  Stewart, 
Whitty  Bohmer,  Kay  Collier-Slone, 
Cynthia  Winborn, 
and  the  Rev.  James  Dunkerly 
invite  you  to 


Come  to  the  Table" 


Labor  Day  Weekend  1998 

Kanuga  Conference  Center 
Hendersonville,  NC 

For  brochures  and  further  information, 
write  Solo  Flight,  Box  610,  Lexington,  Ky  40588-0610 


Province  IV  Holds  7th  Annual  AIDS  Retreat  at  Kanuga 


GREENVILLE —  The  Diocese  of  Eastern 
Carolina  along  with  the  AIDS  ministries  of  thirteen 
dioceses  in  the  southeastern  United  States  and  the 
National  Episcopal  AIDS  Coalition  will  co-sponsor 
the  7th  annual  HIV/AIDS  retreat  at  Kanuga 
Conference  Center,  June  12-14,  1998. 

Jesse  Milan,  Jr.,  former  president  of  the 
National  Episcopal  AIDS  Coalition  (NEAC),  an 
attorney  and  a  person  living  with  HIV,  will  lead  the 
meditations.  The  musical  group,  The  Miserable 
Offenders,  will  provide  the  musical  background. 
The  Rt.  Rev.  Dorsey  Henderson  of  the  Diocese  of 
Upper  South  Carolina  will  preside  at  the  Saturday 
evening  healing  service  and  the  Rt.  Rev.  Bennett 
Sims,  retired  bishop  of  the  Diocese  of  Atlanta,  will 
preside  at  the  closing  Celebration  Eucharist. 

The  retreat,  New  Hope  and  Old  Fears:  A 
Spiritual  Retreat  for  AIDS  in  the  90s  will  focus  on 
the  strength  of  the  community  of  Christians,  in  the 
power  of  the  Spirit  and  in  God's  love  as  the  90s 
comes  to  an  end.  Medical  advances  have  helped 
many  people  yet  many  others  are  not  so  fortunate; 
many  continue  to  live  without  access  to  these 


expensive  and  difficult  treatments  and  for  some  the 
medications  do  not  work  at  all.  Long-standing 
concerns  still  remain  as  we  move  into  the  new 
century  with  hope.  How  do  we  reconcile  these 
two  conflicting  feelings?  The  retreat  will  help  us 
find  the  strength  again. 

The  retreat  is  open  to  anyone.  The  retreat 
welcomes  people  who  are  HIV  positive,  living 
with  AIDS,  working  in  AIDS  work,  family 
members,  partners  or  friends  of  someone  living 
with  or  who  has  died  of  AIDS  or  anyone  interested 
in  building  their  spiritual  base  for  living  in  a 
Christian  community  as  the  community  lives  and 
prays  with  AIDS  in  its  midst.  Scholarships  are 
available  through  the  diocesan  AIDS  ministry,  call 
919/355-9161  for  more  information. 

The  fourteen  dioceses  co-sponsoring  the  retreat 
with  NEAC  are  Atlanta,  Alabama,  Central 
Florida,  Central  Gulf  Coast,  Eastern  Carolina,  East 
Tennessee,  Georgia,  Mississippi,  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Southeast  Florida, 
Southwest  Florida,  Upper  South  Carolina,  and 
Western  North  Carolina 


Jesse  Milan,  Jr.  Esq.,  former  NEAC  President, 
will  lead  the  retreat. 


Resources  Center  Moves  to  Diocesan  House 


KINSTON  —  With  the  completion  of  the 
remodeling  and  addition  at  the  diocesan  office,  the 
diocesan  resource  center  has  found  a  new  home. 
The  resource  center,  formerly  located  at  St. 
Stephen's  in  Goldsboro,  has  moved  to  the  diocesan 
house  in  Kinston. 

Relocating  the  center  will  make  it's  resources 
more  accessible.  Now  visitors  to  the  diocesan 
house  will  have  the  opportunity  to  browse  the 
center's  offerings. 

The  center  will  continue  to  be  maintained  by 
Peggy  Luna,  who  commutes  to  Kinston  to  work  a 


half-day  once  a  week.  Cynthia  Pollock,  the 
diocesan  receptionist,  fills  in  during  Luna's 
absence. 

Luna  hopes  to  keep  all  parishes  up-dated  and 
informed  about  new  materials  as  they  arrive.  To 
check  out  a  book  or  video  tape,  you  may  contact 
Pollock  or  leave  a  voice  mail  message  for  Luna  at 
888/622-4778. 

Suggestions  and  ideas  may  be  mailed  to  Luna 
c/o  St.  Stephen's,  P.O.  Box  984,  Goldsboro,  NC 
27533-0984. 


0%e  ^biocesan  £ftaff  and  ^family 
invite  you  to  join  the 

Dedication 
of  the  Diocesan  House  Enlargement 
and  Rogation  Celebration 

May  16 
Beginning  10:00  a.m. 


Come  for  music,  lunch,  worship  and  more. 


THE  SMALL  CHURCH 
LEADERSHIP  CONFERENCE 

26-29  May  1998 
Trinity  Conference  Center 
Salter  Path,  NC 


Conference  Cost: 


$135.00  with  lodging  at  Trinity  Center; 
$175.00  lodging  at  Ramada  Inn 


Tis  a  Gift  to  be  Joyful ' 

The  Spiritually  Healthy  Small  Church 

Workshops,  small  groups  and  presenters  will  help  define,  recognize  and  build 

on  the  characteristics  that  lead  to  Spiritual  Health  in  individuals  and  in  congregations. 


To  register  contact:  Ms.  Happy  Pullman,  Small  Church  Leadership  Conference, 
The  Diocese  of  Virginia.  110  West  Franklin  Ave.,  Richmond,  VA  23220 


MAJOR  RELIGIOUS  FAITHS  IN  OUR  COMMUNITY 

Please  join  us  at  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church,  Greenville,  for  a  series  on  major 
religious  faiths  in  our  community.  It  is  our  hope  that  through  this  type  of  inter- 
change, we  can  deepen  our  understanding  of  our  own  faith  and,  in  learning 
about  other  faiths,  build  toward  a  broader  sense  of  community,  locally  and 
globally. 

JUDAISM 

Presenter:  Rabbi  Michael  Cain 
Congregation  Bayt  Shalom 
Sunday,  May  10,  7:30  to  9:00  p.m. 

CHRISTIANITY 

Presenter:  The  Rev.  Canon  C.  Phillip  Craig,  Sr. 
Episcopal  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 
Sunday,  May  17,  7:30  to  9:00  p.m. 

THE  PUBLIC  IS  CORDIALLY  INVITED 
Please  feel  free  to  attend  as  many  sessions  as  you  like 

(There  is  no  admission  fee) 

St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church  is  located  at  401  E.  4th  Street,  Greenville,  NC. 
Presentations  will  be  held  in  the  Parish  Hall  (3rd  Street  side  of  building,  next 
to  the  parking  lot).  Questions?  Please  call  919/752-3482. 


The  Church  in  a 


CVBEI 


Spiritual  Workouts  on  the  Web 


by  Robert  Owens  Scott 


Is  "mindful  web  site"  an  oxymoron?  Not  by  the  silicon 
in  your  Pentium  chip.  We 've  found  a  number  of  sites 
that  offer  opportunities  for  centering,  reflection,  and  prayer. 


Parallax  Press 

http://www.parallax.org 

Thich  Nhat  Hanh  reaches  a  global  audience  with 
his  mindfulness  retreats  and  books  about 
Buddhist  practice,  including  The  Miracle  of 
Mindfulness',  Living  Buddha,  Living  Christ; 
and  Being  Peace.  At  his  publisher's  home  on 
the  web,  the  master  will  ring  the  mindfulness 
bell  to  lead  you  in  meditation.  At  the  start  page, 
click  on  the  icon  for  Plum  Village  (Village  de 
Pruniers),  a  monastic  community  in 
southwestern  France  where  Thich  Nhat  Hanh 
"teaches,  writes,  gardens,  and  works  to  help 
refugees  worldwide."  Then  click  on  the 
"Mindfulness  Bell"  for  "a  short  meditation  with 
Thich  Nhat  Hanh."  Short  is  the  operative  word 
here,  but  the  bell  calls  us  to  a  welcome  break 
in  a  busy  day. 

Yogaclass.com 

http://www.yogaclass.com 
The  benefits  of  yoga  are  well  known,  but 
sometimes  you  just  can't  get  to  class.  With  "the 
world's  first  interactive  multimedia  yoga 
instruction  web  site,"  all  you  need  are  a  little 
space,  some  loose-fitting  clothes,  and  a  pair  of 
bare  feet  ("essential").  As  if  to  prove  that 
enlightenment  needn't  ward  off  hype,  the 
welcome  page  announces:  "Search  no  further. 
This  is  the  site  where  browsing  ends  ...  and 
fulfillment  begins."  To  reach  this  digital 


Nirvana,  you'll  need  to  download  a  True  Speech 
Internet  Player,  which  is  free  and  cool  (it 
provides  streaming  audio,  comparable  in  sound 
quality  to  the  better-known  RealAudio,  allowing 
you  to  get  right  into  the  routines  with  negligible 
download  time).  You  can  customize  your 
routine  from  their  database.  And  just  in  case 
their  opening  salvo  makes  you  fear  the  site's 
creators  are  a  tad  ego-stuffed,  the  welcome 
announcement  assures  that  they  are  "truly 
humbled  by  the  opportunity  [the  web]  gives  us 
to  serve  everywhere,  all  the  time." 

Spirituality  &  Health:  The  Soul/Body 
Connection 

http://www.spiritualityhealth.com 
Trinity  Church,  New  York  launched  a  new  web 
page  this  spring.  It  offers  resources  to  support 
spiritual  growth  and  development.  The  site 
contains  interactive  psychological  and  spiritual 
tests;  news;  advice  on  prayer,  spiritual  practice, 
and  meditation  from  leading  teachers;  reviews 
of  books  and  tapes  on  spirituality,  religion,  and 
health;  essays  by  prominent  writers;  and 
discussion  groups  to  talk  about  all  of  the  above 
with  like-minded  folks. 

The  Taize  Community 

http :  //  www.  taize .  fr 

The  village  of  Taize  in  southern  France  (hmm, 
like  Plum  Village  —  could  the  French  be  trying 


to  corner  the  market  on  mindful  web  sites?)  is 
home  to  a  monastic  community  whose  home 
page  offers  the  most  soothing  music  we've  yet 
found  on  the  web.  Beyond  that,  they  invite  the 
cyber-seeker  to  join  them  in  their  twice-daily 
prayer  routine.  The  site  contains  daily 
reflections  by  Brother  Roger,  founder  of  the 
community,  Bible  verses  used  in  that  day's 
services,  quotes  —  and  you  can  send  the 
brothers  your  "prayer  intentions"  by  email.  Is 
the  stress  building?  Just  close  your  office  door 
and  make  a  quick  retreat  to  the  monastery. 

The  Ten-Minute  Home/Office 
Spiritual  Workout  © 

http://www.betham-miami.org/workout/workout.html 
Rabbi  Terry  A.  Bookman  of  Temple  Beth  Am,  a 
Reform  congregation  in  Miami,  Florida,  says 
hundreds  of  emails  have  come  in  from  all  over 
the  world  since  this  (copyrighted,  please  note) 
Ten-Minute  Home/Office  Spiritual  Workout 
went  on-line  last  year.  Updated  weekly  for 
every  day  except  the  Sabbath  (to  encourage 
users  to  go  out  and  share  the  day  with  others), 
the  site  literally  bursts  with  prayers,  verses, 
reflections,  and  questions  on  which  to  meditate. 
Its  goal:  "To  work  on  your  connection  to  self 
and  the  Transcendent  Power  of  the  Universe  we 
call  God.  At  the  same  time,  we  hope  to  create  a 
kind  of  'cyber  minyan'  of  individuals  who 
connect  to  one  another,  and  who  have  the 
opportunity  to  share  their  prayer  experiences." 
Let  Rabbi  Bookman's  friendly  warning  serve  as 
a  final  word  on  mindful  web  sites,  in  fact  on 
spiritual  practice  in  general:  "If  you  feel  faint  or 
light  headed  at  any  point  during  this  workout, 
keep  going  and  enjoy  it!  You  are  getting  the  full 
effect  of  what  this  workout  has  to  offer." 

—  reprinted  from  Trinity  News,  Volume  45,  No.  1,  a  publication 
of  Trinity  Church,  New  York. 
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Taking  Your  Church  Into  Cyberspace 


by  the  Rev.  David  Garnett 

EDITOR'S  NOTE:  The  author  is  the  rector  of 
Church  of  the  Annunciation  in  Newport, 
Tennessee.  Like  many  other  small  churches, 
Church  of  the  Annunciation  does  not  have  a 
secretary,  a  full-time  sexton  or  even  a  choir.  But  it 
does  have  its  own  email  address  and  its  own  site  on 
the  world  wide  web,  which  cost  the  church  nothing. 

Before  you  begin  designing  a  web  page,  it's  a 
good  idea  to  know  where  you're  going  to  put  it. 
People  talk  about  "cyberspace"  as  if  it  was  just  out 
there  in  the  air  somewhere. 

To  be  accessible  on  the  world  wide  web,  your 
page  has  to  be  physically  present  somewhere  on  a 
computer  with  a  recognized  domain  name  attached 
directly  to  the  Internet  —  which  is  a  long,  way  of 
saying  a  web  server.  You  will  need  to  rent,  beg, 
borrow,  or  buy  space  on  a  web  server. 

Space  can  be  bought  from  any  ISP  (Internet 
Service  Provider),  but  if  it  is  sold  as  commercial 
space  it  is  likely  to  be  expensive.  If  you  have  a 
local  ISP,  it  is  worth  checking  to  see  if  it  has  a 
special  rate  for  churches  and  charities. 

You  could  put  your  page  on  the  ChurchSurf 
pages;  they  offer  a  small  (250  kilobytes)  free  home 
page,  with  additional  space  available  for  very 
moderate  fees.  The  site  is  primarily  supported  by 
advertising. 

Full  details  are  available  at: 
<<http://www.churchsurf.com.>> 

Putting  it  together 

Now  that  you've  got  a  place  to  put  it,  how  do 
you  put  it  together? 

The  computer  language  for  World  Wide  Web 
pages  is  known  as  HTML  (Hyper- Text  Markup 
Language).  It  is  quite  simple,  and  now  there  are  a 
number  of  HTML  editing  programs  that  make 
putting  a  page  together  quite  easy. 

A  warning:  None  of  the  editing  programs  are 
capable  of  showing  you  exactly  what  you  will  see 
in  your  browser,  and  different  browsers  will  display 
the  same  page  quite  differently.  If  you  have  people 
in  your  congregation  who  already  have  experience 
in  creating  web  pages  —  use  them!  One  word  of 
caution  to  whoever  is  doing  the  page:  apply  the 
elements  of  a  good  newsletter —  easily  read  font 
sizes  and  styles,  balanced  composition,  a 


background  that  does  not  distract,  and  clear  and 
concise  writing.  These  elements  are  much  more 
important  than  including  every  HTML  gimmick 
you  know. 

What  to  include 

Some  things  are  obvious:  the  church's  name 
and  address,  service  times,  the  current  parish 
leadership.  Make  sure  to  include  an  email  address 
where  you  can  be  reached.  If  you  do  not  have  a 
church  email  account,  there  are  free  email  services 
available. 

Annunciation's  home  page  contains  the 
following  elements: 

1 .  An  introductory  page,  with  the  church's 
name  and  address,  a  picture  of  the  church,  service 
times,  any  "late  breaking"  news  and 
announcements,  an  email  link,  and  links  to  the 
other  pages.  Think  of  your  first  page  as  something 
like  a  letterhead,  giving  the  most  essential  basic 
information. 

2.  A  page  containing  a  short  history  of  the 
church,  and  attempting  to  give  a  feel  for  the  kind 
of  community  we  are  and  the  activities  in  which 
we  are  involved.  This  page  contains  pictures  of  the 
buildings  we  have  and  people  at  parish  events. 
These  "people  pictures"  are  important.  Don't  give 
visitors  the  idea  that  you  are  only  a  structure! 

3.  The  "online  edition"  of  the  current  church 
newsletter.  This  is  helpful  to  all  your  parishioners 
who  misplace  their  copies,  and  also  gives  a  sense 
of  the  life  of  your  parish  community  to  casual 
visitors. 

4.  A  current  service  rota  (assignments  for  lay 
readers,  acolytes,  etc.).  This  takes  away  one  more 
excuse  from  your  acolytes. 

5.  A  current  prayer  list.  Hopefully,  a  reminder 
to  take  intercessory  prayer  a  little  more  seriously. 

6.  A  list  of  our  current  parish  leadership 
(clergy,  parish  officers,  and  members  of  the 
vestry). 

The  entire  website  takes  up  just  a  little  under 
200  kilobytes  (well  under  the  250k  maximum  for 
the  free  homepages  offered  by  ChurchSurf). 

With  a  little  more  space,  I  think  it  would  be 
good  to  "put  faces  to  the  names"  and  include 
pictures  of  the  parish  leadership,  both  lay  and 


clergy,  on  the  leadership  page. 

Other  tricks 

There  are  other  things  to  watch  that  may  not 
quite  be  so  obvious.  There  is  a  place  in  most 
HTML  editors  to  enter  keywords  and  a  title  for 
your  page.  You  want  your  page  to  be  found  by 
people  searching  for  "episcopal,"  "church,"  and 
possibly  your  town  or  diocese.  Be  sure  and  put 
those  words  in  the  keywords  and  the  title.  These 
are  the  parts  that  are  catalogued  by  the  automated 
"web  crawlers"  that  build  up  the  databases  for  the 
major  search  engines. 

Update  your  page  frequently.  It  is  hard  to 
overemphasize  this.  You  don't  want  people  to 
come  to  your  page  and  find  announcements  about 
Ash  Wednesday  on  Easter,  or  a  monthly  newsletter 
from  several  months  ago.  An  "unkept  home  page" 
has  the  same  effect  on  visitors  as  an  unkept 
physical  plant. 

Now  comes  the  hard  part  —  making  sure 
people  are  able  to  find  it.  The  most  beautifully 
constructed  home  page  in  the  world  doesn't  do  a  bit 
of  good  if  no  one  finds  it. 

Your  carefully  chosen  title  and  keywords  will 
help.  However,  for  maximum  accessibility  there  is 
no  substitute  for  manually  submitting  your  website 
to  all  the  major  search  engines.  While  there  are 
some  "universal  submission"  services,  none  of 
them  does  half  the  job  of  "doing  it  the  hard  way." 

This  means  getting  into  the  home  page  of  each 
major  search  engine  (WebCrawler,  Yahoo, 
Excite,  AltaVista,  HotBot,  etc.,  finding  their  own 
form  for  submitting  your  site,  and  filling  it  out. 
This  is  slow  hard  work,  but  there  is  no  substitute 
for  it  if  you  really  want  your  page  to  be  as  obvious 
on  the  web  as  your  church  sign  is  on  the  street. 

Cost  vs.  benefit 

The  cost  in  dollars  to  put  up  a  church 
homepage  is  small  to  none,  though  there  is  a  cost  in 
time.  The  benefits  are  quite  large.  When  people 
go  looking  for  a  church  in  your  community,  they 
look  on  the  internet  and  you  want  to  be  there 
waiting  for  them  to  come  in. 

—  Reprinted  from  the  East  Tennessee  Episcopalian. 
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Habitat  for  Humanity  Provides  Home  for  Refugee 

by  Rosemary  Stark  and  Judy  Castranova 


NEW  BERN  —  Amila  Koristovic  and  her  son 
Vedran  arrived  in  New  Bern  September  28, 
1 994.  They  were  welcomed  by  their  cousins, 
the  Cokljats,  and  the  Refugee  Committee  of 
Christ  Episcopal  Church.  Natives  of  Sarajevo  in 
Bosnia,  the  Koristovics  had  been  forced  to  flee 
for  their  lives  when  war  broke  out.  The  Cokljats 
made  room  in  their  house  for  Amila  and  Vedran 
while  Christ  Church's  Refugee  Committee 
prepared  a  second-story  garage  apartment  in  one 
of  the  older  sections  of  town. 

The  next  few  years  were  a  time  of  transition. 
Vedran  attended  school  and  Amila  worked  hard 
to  support  the  two.  They  moved  to  a  larger 
apartment  to  accommodate  an  incoming  refugee 
cousin,  then  back  to  a  smaller  apartment  when 
the  cousin  moved  out.  A  job  layoff  for  Amila 
put  a  crimp  in  the  Koristovics'  already  tight 
budget.  Rents  were  also  being  increased,  and 
Amila  worried  about  her  future.  As  a  single 
parent  and  the  only  wage  earner,  she  felt  she 
needed  the  security  of  fixed  monthly  payments. 
Owning  her  own  home  might  be  the  solution, 
but  how  could  she  qualify,  with  her  meager 
savings  and  low  income? 

Rosemary  Stark,  Christ  Episcopal  Refugee 
Committee  Chair,  made  some  inquiries  of  the 
local  Habitat  for  Humanity  Director,  Laura 
Brown.  Habitat  has  four  basic  eligibility  criteria 
for  applicants: 

1 .  The  applicant  must  live  in  substandard, 
unsafe  or  inadequate  housing,  or  rent  must 
exceed  50%  of  income. 

2.  The  applicant  must  have  the  ability  to  pay  the 
mortgage. 

3.  The  applicant  must  be  willing  to  partner  with 
Habitat  by  putting  in  350  hours  of  "sweat 
equity." 

4.  The  applicant  must  have  been  a  resident  of  or 
worked  in  the  town  for  one  year. 

Amila  felt  she  would  qualify  on  all  counts. 
In  the  fall  of  1997,  she  applied  to  Habitat  and 
was  accepted  as  the  applicant  for  a  rehabilitated 
100  year-old  home  near  the  historic  district  in 
New  Bern.  Her  first  task  was  to  put  50  hours  of 
her  time  into  the  rehabilitation  process.  Next, 
she  needed  to  recruit  volunteers  who  would  help 
her  complete  300  more  hours  of  work  on  the 
home. 

Amila's  friends  and  relatives  in  the  New 
Bern  refugee  community,  along  with  the  Habitat 
"Ghostbusters"  crew,  spent  many  weekends 
helping  to  restore  her  home.  Amila's  Christ 
Episcopal  Church  "family"  logged  in  many 
hours  and  a  cousin  in  Swansboro  often  made  the 


19  9  7 

Amila  s  home 
before  restoration. 


19  9  8 

After  the  Habitat 
for  Humanity 
restoration. 


hour-long  drive  to  contribute. 

Anxious  to  have  the  work  completed,  Amila 
even  approached  newly  arrived  refugees  to  ask 
for  help.  Sinisa  Ostovic  arrived  in  New  Bern 
from  Belgrade,  Yugoslavia,  January  22,  1998, 
and  was  working  on  the  house  by  the  following 
weekend. 

The  house  began  to  change.  The  warped  and 
broken  boards  which  covered  the  outside  walls 
were  replaced  by  smooth  new  yellow  vinyl 
siding.  Windows  and  doors  were  given  a  face 
lift  with  white  paint.  Inside,  broken  pipes  were 
replaced,  kitchen  cabinets  and  bathroom  fixtures 
were  installed,  and  fresh  colors  covered  walls. 
New  carpeting  and  tile  in  place  of  old,  worn 
floors  completed  the  transition.  After  many  long 
hours,  the  house  was  ready. 

At  the  dedication  ceremony  on  March  29, 
Amila  thanked  the  Habitat  organization  and  all 
the  volunteers  who  had  helped  her  to  achieve  her 
dream.  She  especially  thanked  octogenarian 
Marcus  Dill,  a  member  of  the  Christ  Church 
refugee  committee,  who  put  in  over  1 60  hours 
on  the  project. 

Amila's  new  life  in  America  had  not  been 
easy  so  far.  The  day-to-day  struggles  of  a  single 


parent  were  magnified  for  her  as  a  refugee  trying 
to  learn  a  new  culture  and  language.  But  on 
March  29,  she  and  her  son  were  being  welcomed 
home  to  a  100-year-old  house. 

The  dedication  was  a  special  moment  in 
Amila's  life  story.  Many  wonderful  people  had 
sacrificed  to  assist  her  in  refurbishing  an  old 
house  and  now  they  had  gathered  in  her  honor. 
Warm  temperatures  and  a  bright  sun  seemed  to 
confirm  the  arrival  of  a  longawaited  spring  —  a 
time  of  new  life,  new  beginnings. 

Both  Amila  and  the  house  had  weathered  a 
lot.  Both  were  prepared  to  start  again. 
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UTO  Ingathering  —  a  Time  for  Thanks 

As  churches  across  the  diocese  begin  preparing  for  the  United  Thank  Offering's  (UTO)  spring 
ingathering,  Julie  Rose,  the  Episcopal  Church  Women's  new  diocesan  UTO  coordinator,  prepared  the 
following  list  of  UTO  grants  received  by  ministries  within  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina.  She  thinks  you'l 
agree  that  we  have  many  reasons  to  give  thanks.  Please  do  so  by  supporting  the  1998  spring  ingathering. 


Year 


UTO  Grant 


Recipient/Town 


1989  $17,500  Albemarle  Food  Bank  Pantry,  Elizabeth  City 
A  grant  to  add  a  social  work  component  to  educate  and  support  families. 

1990  $  19,000  Episcopal  Urban  Ministries  of  Wilmington 
A  grant  to  expand  a  day  shelter  to  include  an  on-site  program  for  the  mentally  ill. 

1990  $21,600  Project  Jervay,  CrossRoads,  Wilmington 

A  grant  to  pay  staff  salaries  for  tutoring,  mentoring  and  running  summer  camp  programs  for  children 
from  low  income  families. 

1991  $16,800  Crossroads  of  Wilmington 

A  grant  to  buy  a  van  for  use  by  125  children  from  low  income  families  and  their  tutors  on  educational  outings. 

1993  $23,000  Iglesia  de  San  Mateo,  Yeatesville 

A  grant  for  capital  needs  to  expand  the  ministry  for  Hispanic  farm  workers  and  seafood  processors. 

1994  $27,000  Onslow  Community  Ministries,  Inc.,  Jacksonville 

A  grant  to  purchase  a  truck  to  deliver  meals  from  the  soup  kitchen  to  the  poor  in  rural  areas . 

1995  $14,757  St.  Joseph's  Breakfast  Ministry,  Fayetteville 

A  grant  to  remodel  and  install  commercial  appliances  and  storage  facilities  for  a  breakfast  program 
which  feeds  the  homeless. 

1 997  $1 5,000  Coalition  of  Success  Project  Preparation,  Wilmington 

A  grant  to  help  support  a  tutoring  and  mentoring  program  for  kindergarten  through  second  grade  children 

from  low  income  families. 

1997  $28,500  Family  Emergency  Teen  Shelter,  Brunswick  County 

A  grant  to  help  start  an  emergency  shelter  for  teens. 


Break-through  for  Bishops  at  Latest  Meeting 

by  James  Solheim 


(ENS)  The  bishops  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
emerged  from  a  closed  retreat  in  the  mountain  of 
North  Carolina  brimming  with  optimism  that  they 
had  experienced  a  "breakthrough"  in  their  pursuit 
of  collegiality. 

The  March  5-10  meeting  at  the  Kanuga 
Conference  Center  is  the  seventh  meeting  since  a 
rancorous  House  of  Bishops  meeting  at  the  1991 
General  Convention  led  former  Presiding  Bishop 
Edmond  Browning  to  move  the  bishops  into  an 
unprecedented  series  of  executive  sessions  and 
later  propose  the  Kanuga  retreats. 

Last  year's  session  was  marked  by  some 
anxiety  as  the  bishops  faced  a  General  Convention 
in  Philadelphia  and  a  host  of  potentially  divisive 
issues  —  and  the  election  of  a  new  presiding 
bishop. 

As  he  waited  for  his  van  to  the  airport,  Bishop 
Ted  Gulick  of  Kentucky  seemed  to  express  the 
feelings  of  many  of  his  colleagues.  "We  just 
experienced  five  days  of  transformation,"  he  said, 
"where  we  climbed  out  of  our  liberal  vs. 
conservative  trenches  and  met  each  other  in  a 
deeper  spiritual  place,  a  place  of  gifted  honesty." 

Introducing  a  group  of  about  20  bishops  who 
had  agreed  to  meet  with  the  press  at  the  end 
of  the  meeting,  Presiding  Bishop  Frank  Griswold 
said  that  the  meeting  had  been  marked  by  "a  deeper 
level  of  community"  where  participants  spent 
more  time  discussing  "blessings  than 
impediments."  He  pointed  out  that  155  bishops 
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attended,  "the  largest  number  ever." 

Collegiality  is  possible 

As  the  microphone  moved  around  the  circle, 
the  bishops  recited  a  litany  of  hope  for  the  future. 
Geralyn  Wolf  of  Rhode  Island  said  that  the  meeting 
proved  to  her  that  "collegiality  is  possible, 
community  is  possible,  hope  is  here." 

Frank  Gray  of  Northern  Indiana  and  others 
gave  most  of  the  credit  to  a  series  of  presentations 
by  Griswold.  Charles  Bennison  of  Pennsylvania 
said  that  he  was  "overwhelmed"  by  the  presiding 
bishop's  "gifts  of  intellect  and  his  ability  to  teach." 
He  strongly  endorsed  Griswold's  observation  that 
"our  ability  to  live  with  the  tension  of  ambiguity  is 
our  gift  to  American  society." 

Ripple  effect? 

William  Smalley  of  Kansas  said  that  the 
"present  moment  in  history"  was  made  possible  by 
a  seven-year  process  that  brought  the  bishops  to  a 
point  where  they  were  ready  for  a  breakthrough. 
Previous  meetings  "paved  the  way,"  added  David 
Bowman  of  Western  New  York  in  a  quick  airport 
interview  "It  finally  all  came  together."  It  helped, 
he  said,  not  to  be  "inundated  with  an  outside 
agenda  so  we  could  focus  on  Griswold's  vision." 

The  optimism  was  tempered  with  realism. 
Bowman  and  others  warned  that  "the  road  won't  be 
all  smooth,  we  will  face  challenges  in  the  future." 
The  bishops  committed  themselves,  for  example, 
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to  continue  their  struggle  against  the  sin  of  racism 
in  what  Chester  Talton  of  Los  Angeles  called  "a 
more  sensitive  theological  and  spiritual  way." 

Wallace  Ohl  the  new  bishop  for  Northwest 
Texas,  said  that  he  had  heard  the  "horror  stories" 
about  previous  meetings  but  expressed  his  gratitude 
for  the  "gift  of  grace  and  the  opportunity  to  make 
friends  with  colleagues  who  had  a  different 
perspective.  Yet  he  argued  that  the  church  "must  be 
willing  to  face  the  issues,"  while  trying  to  avoid 
being  issue-driven." 

Several  bishops  pointed  to  what  they  hoped 
would  be  a  "ripple  effect"  throughout  the  church. 
Chris  Epting  of  Iowa  expressed  relief  that  the 
bishops  had  moved  from  the  highly  politicized 
climate  at  Phoenix  to  a  "replenishing"  of  their 
spirituality. 

"The  church  at  large  should  rejoice,"  said 
Roskarn,  "because  this  meeting  will  help  disperse 
cynicism"  and  offer  the  church  evidence  that  the 
bishops  were  determined  to  "exercise  spiritual 
leadership." 

The  presence  of  newly  consecrated  bishops, 
most  of  whom  don't  even  remember  the  issues  at 
Phoenix,  helped  change  the  tone  of  the 
conversations,  some  bishops  observed.  "We  came 
here  with  great  expectations,"  said  Bishop  Robert 
Ihloff  of  Maryland.  The  meeting  comes  in  the 
"fullness  of  time,"  he  added,  "when  most  of  us  are 
yearning  to  move  on  with  the  church's  mission,  to 
move  beyond  divisive  issues." 


Presiding  Bishop  to  Keynote  Trinity  Institute 


The  Presiding  Bishop,  Frank  T.  Griswold  III,  will  be  the  featured  speaker 
at  Trinity  Institute's  29th  National  Conference,  "Acquiring  a  Listening  Heart" 
on  May  26-28,  1998.  He  will  be  joined  by  Fred  Buechner,  Gail  Godwin  and 
Michael  Curry. 

Bishop  Griswold  will  give  the  opening  sermon  and  two  talks  on  the  art 
and  practice  of  listening  for  the  Word  of  God  in  all  its  varied  forms;  written, 
spoken,  and  embodied.  The  other  speakers  will  tell  stories  about  the  texts, 
people,  and  events  which  God  uses  to  break  through  our  consciousness  and 
crack  open  our  hearts.  Among  other  signals  of  transcendence,  the  conference 
will  explore  and  illustrate  ways  in  which  we  can  learn  to  hear  God's  truth  in 
one  another,  what  Bishop  Griswold  calls  "my  truth  giving  room,  giving  space, 
giving  welcome,  to  your  truth." 

Fred  Buechner  is  a  noted  author  whose  literary  life  has  been  devoted  to 
listening  to  God.  He  has  published  sermons,  novels,  theological  essays  and 
autobiographical  memoirs  on  the  topic.  He  will  read  from  a  work  in  progress: 
the  fourth  volume  of  his  memoirs. 

Gail  Godwin,  the  author  of  Father  Melancholy's  Daughter  and  The  Good 
Husband  among  other  highly  acclaimed  fiction,  will  read  from  her  new  novel, 
Evensong,  which  will  be  published  next  year.  In  Evensong  Godwin  explores 
the  life  and  vocation  of  an  Episcopal  clergy  couple:  their  relationship  with  one 
another  and  with  God. 

Michael  Curry  is  a  teacher,  storyteller  and  author  who  is  considered  by 
many  to  be  one  of  the  finest  preachers  in  the  nation.  As  the  Rector  of  St. 
James  Episcopal  Church  in  Baltimore,  he  not  only  leads  a  vibrant  inner  city 
parish,  but  he  also  preaches  to  enthusiastic  audiences  all  over  the  country. 

The  conference  will  be  broadcast  live  from  Trinity  Church,  Wall  Street, 
via  satellite  over  the  Episcopal  Cathedral  Teleconferencing  Network  (ECTN). 
It  will  begin  with  an  opening  Eucharist  at  8:30  p.m.  on  Tuesday,  May  26,  and 
close  at  mid-day  on  Thursday,  May  28.  A  simultaneous  audio  feed  will  be 
available  on  the  Internet  at  www.trinitywallstreet.org.  To  get  further 
information  on  how  to  attend  either  the  live  event  or  a  satellite  downlink  call 
1-800-559-3286,  fax  1-212-602-0722  or  e-mail  info@ectn.org. 
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Featured  Speakers 
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Kesiime  on  a  Prospective  Rector 


The  Vestry  of  a  parish  was  seeking  advice  about  a  possible  new  Rector.  The 
following  letter  was  received  by  the  Senior  Warden  of  the  Parish: 

"Gentlemen: 

"Understanding  that  your  parish  is  vacant,  I  should  like  to  apply  for  the 
position.  I  have  many  qualifications  that  I  think  you  will  appreciate.  I  have  been 
blessed  to  preach  with  power  and  have  had  some  success  as  a  writer.  Some  say 
that  I  am  a  good  organizer.  I  have  been  a  leader  in  most  places  I  have  gone. 

"Some  folks,  however,  have  some  things  against  me.  I  am  over  fifty  years  of 
age.  I  have  never  preached  in  one  place  more  than  three  years  at  a  time.  In  some 
places  I  have  left  town,  after  my  work  caused  riots  and  disturbances,  and  have  to 
admit  that  I  have  been  in  jail  three  or  four  times,  but  not  because  of  any  wrong- 
doing. My  health  is  not  good,  although  I  still  get  a  good  deal  done.  I  have  had  to 
work  at  my  trade  to  help  pay  my  way.  The  churches  I  have  preached  in  have  been 
small,  though  located  in  several  large  cities. 

"I  have  not  gotten  on  too  well  with  the  religious  leaders  in  different  towns 
where  I  have  preached.  In  fact,  some  of  them  have  threatened  me,  taken  me  to 
court  and  even  attacked  me  physically. 

"I  am  not  too  good  at  keeping  records.  I  have  even  been  known  to  forget 
whom  I  baptize.  However,  if  you  can  use  me.  I  shall  do  my  best  for  you,  even  if  I 
have  to  work  to  help  with  my  support." 

The  Senior  Warden  read  this  letter  to  the  Vestry  and  asked  them  if  they  were 
interested  in  the  applicant.  The  Vestry  replied  that  he  would  never  do  for  the 
church.  They  were  not  interested  in  any  unhealthy,  contentious,  trouble-making, 
absent  minded,  ex-jailbird;  in  fact  they  felt  insulted  that  his  application  had  been 
presented.  Also,  he  was  too  old. 

The  Vestry  asked  the  name  of  the  applicant.  The  Senior  Ward  answered, 
"The  Apostle  Paul." 

—  From  The  Pastoral  Staff  and  The  Episcopal  Church  Day 

Parish  Pin-ups  is  a  regular  feature  of  Cross  Current.  Scan  your  church  bulletin  boards, 
bulletins  and  newsletters  and  submit  your  pin-ups  to  the  editor. 
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This  Summer,  Read  Between  the  Lines 


The  Spirituality  Resource  Commission  would 
like  to  offer  our  Cross  Current  readers  a  list  of 
books  for  your  summer  reading  pleasure. 
Hopefully,  these  next  three  months  will  provide 
each  of  us  a  more  relaxed  schedule  and  some 
quality  time  for  reading  and  reflection.  Perhaps 
you  will  find  in  the  following  list  a  good 
companion  or  two  for  the  weeks  ahead. 
Happy  Reading. 

Kathleen  Morris,  Amazing  Grace:  A  Vocabulary  of 

Faith,  New  York:  Riverhead  Books,  1998. 

Following  the  successes  of  Dakota  and  the 
best-selling  The  Cloister  Walk,  Norris  is  becoming 
a  leading  spiritual  writer.  This  series  of  brief 
essays  deal  with  topics  as  diverse  as  faith, 
eschatology,  infallibility,  antichrist,  preaching  and 
Annunciation,  to  name  just  a  few.  A  delightful 
book  to  read  in  small  nibbles  and  to  ponder. 

Thomas  Cahill,  The  Gifts  of  the  Jews,  New  York: 
Doubleday,  1998. 

Like  is  previous  How  the  Irish  Saved 
Civilization,  this  book  examines  how  a  tribe  of 
desert  nomads  changed  everyone's  outlook  on  life 
and  offers  fresh  perspectives  on  our  own  religious 
and  spiritual  life. 

Douglas  C.  Vest,  On  Pilgrimage,  Cambridge,  Mass.: 
Cowley  Publications,  1998. 

Using  the  format  of  actual  pilgrimages  to 
Durham  Cathedral,  the  island  of  Iona,  and 
Lourdes,  among  others,  the  author,  an  Episcopal 
priest,  raises  fascinating  insights  into  the  nature  of 
pilgrimage  and  our  preparation  for  the  journey. 

Esther  de  Waal,  The  Celtic  Way  of  Prayer:  The 
Recovery  of  the  Religious  Imagination,  New  York: 
Doubleday,  1997. 

de  Waal,  a  leading  authority  on  Benedictine 
and  Celtic  spirituality,  has  written  a  critical  and 
insightful  examination  of  the  nature  of  Celtic  / 
prayer,  which  she  describes  as  "prayer  with  the 
whole  of  myself."  The  book  is  written  with  style 
and  clarity. 

Jane  Yolen,  Sacred  Places,  New  York:  Harcourt 
Brace  &  Copy,  1996. 

This  is  a  children's  book  which,  like  Yolen's 
Old  Turtle,  isn't  really  a  children's  book.  The 
poetic  reflections  are  marvelous  and  suitable  topics 
for  meditation.  The  illustrations  by  David 
Shannon  are  superb. 


Carolyn  G.  Heilbrun,  The  Last  Gift  of  Time:  Life 
Beyond  Sixty,  New  York:  The  Dial  Press,  1997. 

Perhaps  not  a  "religious"  or  "spiritual"  book  in 
the  strict  sense  of  the  word,  this  is  nonetheless  a 
book  which  offers  enormous  insights  into  the 
spirituality  of  aging.  "I  find  it  powerfully 
reassuring,"  Heilburn  writes,  "now  to  think  of  life 
as  borrowed  time.  .  .  I  daily  choose  life  the  more 
earnestly  because  it  is  a  choice." 

Frederick  Buechner,  The  Longing  for  Home: 
Recollections  and  Reflection,  New  York:  Harper 
Collins,  1996. 

Buechner  does  it  again!  There  are  two  forms 
of  home  —  the  home  we  remember  and  the  home 
we  imagine.  In  searching  for  the  latter  we  are,  in 


fact,  searching  for  God.  With  warmth  and  insight, 
Buechner  leads  us  on  this  journey. 

Carol  Lee  Flinders,  Enduring  Grace:  Living  Portraits 
of  Seven  Women  Mystics,  San  Francisco:  Harper, 
1993. 

This  is  a  real  gem.  Flinders  teachers  at 
University  of  California  at  Berkeley  and  is  co- 
author of  Laurel's  Kitchen.  The  mystics  are  Clare 
of  Assisi,  Mechtild  of  Magdeburn,  Julian  of 
Norwich,  Catherine  of  Siena,  Catherine  of  Genoa, 
Teresa  of  Avila,  and  Theresa  of  Lisieux.  The 
essays  are  written  with  both  wit  and  sensitivity. 
This  is  a  book  that  keeps  one  coming  back.  It 
would  be  great  for  a  parish  study  group. 


Come  and  help  us  celebrate  the 

JLOtli  Ajijniversary 
of  tike  Conference  on  Cjku.rcjk  JVJltulsic 


Diocese  of  East  Carolina 
at  Trinity  Center,  Salter  Path,  NC 


with  three  of  our  past  favorite  leaders! 


Dent  Davidson 

Ben  Hutto 

William  Bradley  Roberts 

St.  Mark's  Episcopal  Cathedral 

Christ  Church 

St.  Phillip's  in  the  Hills 

Seattle,  Washington 

Charlotte,  North  Carolina 

Episcopal  Church  , 
Tuscon,  Arizona 

Tnuirsday,  Friday,  Saturday  and  Sunday 
A  jl  9A*  97. 


Extra  sessions  with  our  leaders  have  been  added  on  Thursday  and  Friday! 


A  new  addition  for  4th  thru  7th  graders: 


Saturday  and  Sunday 
They  will  also  sing  at  the  Special  Diocesan  Celebration 


Special 


le  JC/ucnans 


11:00  AM  Sunday,  August  25,  1998 
Registration  brochures  and  more  details  will  be  in  your  parish  office  mid-May 
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Letter  to  the 


9l  Editor. 


Dear  Editor: 

I  was  a  member  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  for  many  years  prior 
to  my  move  to  Virginia. 

I  still  read  the  Cross  Current  regularly  and  visit  the  diocese  from  time 
to  time.  I  was  very  distressed  to  read  the  March  1998  issue  discussing  the 
diocesan  convention.  In  one  breath  the  presence  of  Bishop  Ernest  Shalita 
of  Uganda  is  welcomed,  and  in  another  the  Kuala  Lumpur  statement  is 
described  in  prideful  terms  as  being  soundly  defeated.  The  Kuala  Lumpur 
statement  represents  the  thinking  of  the  vast  majority  of  the  African 
Bishops  and  the  rest  of  the  third  world  church.  You  do  not  seem  to 
recognize  and  understand  the  contradiction.  The  church  in  the  United 
States  is  out  of  touch  with  the  rest  of  the  Anglican  Communion  including 
the  Latin  American  churches. 

The  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  is  steadily  losing 
membership  while  the  African  churches  are  gaining  more  members  each 
year  than  the  total  membership  of  the  church  in  the  United  States  and  still 
we  maintain  that  we  know  better  than  the  rapidly  growing  African  and 
Hispanic  churches  where  the  RIGHT  THINKING  is.  Isn't  this  racism  of 
the  worst  sort? 

I  only  hope  that  the  upcoming  Lambeth  Conference  win  not  result  in 
the  American  Church  being  denied  continued  membership  in  the  wider 
Anglican  Communion  due  to  our  heretical  doctrinal  attitudes.  I  certainly 
hope  that  is  not  the  case.  The  Cross  Current  owes  more  to  the  people  of 
the  diocese  than  the  article  which  you  printed. 

Sincerely  yours, 
Stephen  Bamberger 
Dumfries,  Virginia 


Martha  Elemore  identified  Lawrence  "Larry  "A.  Lyles  in  the  backrow 
center  and  Kathryn  Elizabeth  Wilkeron  in  the  front  row  far  right. 
Elemore  believes  this  may  have  been  an  outing  of  the  ECU  Canterbury 
Club  in  the  late  1970s  or  early  1980  s. 
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May 

Communications  Workshop,  Diocesan  House,  10  a.m.  -  1  p.m. 
Missionary  Outreach,  Diocesan  House,  10  a.m. 
Quiet  Day 

Deans  meet  with  Bishop,  12  noon 

Dedication  for  the  ground  breaking  for  All  Saints',  Southern  Shores 

Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry,  Diocesan  House,  10  a.m. 

Youth  Task  Force,  Diocesan  House,  10  a.m. 

Upper  Cape  Fear  Deanery  Clergy  Lunch  with  Bishop 

St.  Paul's,  Wilmington,  Parish  Family  Retreat,  Trinity  Center 

Dedication  of  the  Diocesan  House  enlargement 

and  Rogation  Day  Celebration,  10  am 
Trinity  Deanery  Confirmation  and  Celebration,  Holy  Innocent's,  Kinston,  4 
Companion  Diocese  Committee,  Christ  Church,  New  Bern,  10  a.m. 
Interim  Ministry,  Diocesan  House,  1-3  p.m. 
Standing  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  1 1  a.m. 

Creative  Christian  Stewardship  Grant  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  10  am 

Planning  Committee  for  Clergy  Conference,  Diocesan  House,  12  pm 

Trinity  Center's  Finance  Committee,  Trinity  Center,  10  a.m. 

Diocesan  Staff  at  St.  Mary's  Soup  Kitchen 

Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville,  Parish  Family  Retreat 

St.  Paul's  Beaufort/Thompson  Childrens  Home 

Office  Closed 

Trinity  Center  Board  Meeting,  Trinity  Center,  10  a.m. 
Small  Church  Conference,  Trinity  Center 
Executive  Council,  Diocesan  House,  9:30  a.m. 
Deans  meet  with  bishop 

Christ  Church,  Hope  Mills,  Parish  Family  Retreat 
Welfare  Reform  Briefing,  Diocesan  House,  10  am 
Explorers  I  Camp 
Elderhostel 


June 

Insurance  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  10  a.m.  -  12  noon 
Committee  on  Archives  and  History,  Diocesan  House,  11  a.m. 
Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry,  Diocsan  House,  10  a.m. 
Commission  on  Ministry,  St.  Paul's,  Greenville,  10  a.m. 
Senior  High  Camp,  Trinity  Center 

St.  Timothy's,  Greenville,  Parish  Family  Retreat,  Trinity  Center 

Discoverers  I  Camp,  Trinity  Center 

Standing  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  11  a.m. 

Episcopal  Consultative  Commission  Overnight,  Trinity  Center 

St.  Paul's,  Greenville,  Staff  Retreat,  Trinity  Center 

Adventurers  Camp  Volunteer  Training,  Trinity  Center 

Adventurers  Camp,  Trinity  Center 

Elderhostel,  Trinity  Center 

Explorers  II  Camp,  Trinity  Center 


pm 


7 
7 
8 
8 
9 
12 
13 
13 
15-17 

16 
17 
18 
18 
19 
19 
19 
21 
22 
22-24 
22-24 
25 
26 
26-29 
29 
29 

29-  31 
30 

30-  6/5 

31-  6/5 


1 

3 
9 
9 

7-12 
14-20 
12-14 
16 
17-18 

21-  22 
21 

22-  26 

28-  7/3 

29-  7/6 


The  Bishop 's  Visitation  Schedule 

May  10        Christ  Church,  Elizabeth  City 

Albemarle  Deanery  Confirmation 

May  1 7        St.  Francis,  Bogue  Banks 

Trinity  Deanery  Confirmation 

May  24        St.  Stephen's,  Goldsboro 

May  3 1        St.  John's,  Wilmington 

Lower  Cape  Fear  Deanery  Confirmation 

June  7  St.  Paul's,  Beaufort 

June  14  Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville 

June  2 1  Holy  Trinity,  Hertford 

June  28  St.  Thomas,  Oriental 
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JUNE  1998 


Camp  Trinity  Reverses  Trend 

First  Session  Opens  With  Tremendous  Diversity 


by  Alicia  Alford 

PINE  KNOLL  SHORES  —  Strolling  up  to  the  Camp 
Trinity  pool  during  first  session  pool  Olympics,  I  was 
greeted  by  the  screams  and  squeals  that  accompany  the 
flounder  toss,  the  splashes  of  cannonball  contestants 
and  the  cheers  of  relay  teams.  The  noise,  the 
commotion,  but  mostly  the  colorfulness  of  the  event, 
struck  me  head  on.  Gone  was  the  all  white  camp 
session.  Before  me  were  campers  and  counselors  who 
were  black,  white  and  Hispanic,  all  delighting  in  the 
carefully  orchestrated  chaos. 

Camp  Trinity  has  taken  great  strides  to  achieve  such 
diversity.  In  the  first  1 998  session  Hispanic  campers 
from  San  Mateo,  Puerto  Rican  campers  from  our 
companion  diocese,  and  black  campers  from  New  Bern, 
Belhaven,  and  Greenville  contributed  to  the  diversity. 
Two  young  black  men,  both  former  Trinity  campers,  are 
serving  on  the  1998  staff.  Nathaniel  Tobbins  "Toby" 
from  St.  Mary's  in  Belhaven  is  the  sports  assistant  and 
Clemonte  "Monte"  Mills  from  Kinston  is  a  counselor. 
Later  in  the  summer,  seven  of  the  1 6  counselors  in 
training  (CITs)  are  black  and  another  young  black  man 


will  join  the  staff  for  a 
two-week  staff  in 
training  position. 

The  successful 
recruiting  efforts  can  be 
credited  to  Carol 
Taylor,  the  camp 
director,  The  Rev.  Bob 
Banse,  chair  of  the 
Camp  Committee, 
numerous  camp 
committee  members 
and  scores  of  parish 
liaisons. 

Just  a  year  ago  the 
Camp  Committee 
reported  to  the 

Executive  Council  that  for  the  third  year  in  a  row  the 
entire  Camp  Trinity  staff  was  white.  Concerned  over 
the  trend,  the  Camp  Committee  organized  a  fall 
meeting  to  address  the  subject  of  recruiting  minority 


First  1998  camp  session  celebrates  diversity  with  minority  representation  on  the  staff 
and  hispanic,  black  and  white  campers. 


staff,  CITs  and  campers. 

One  of  the  suggestions  from  the  meeting  was  that 

ijl  "Camp  Trinity  Reverses  Trend"  con't  on  page  2  7 


What's  Happening  to  the  'Poorest  in  Our  Midst9 


KINSTON  —  Forty  years  ago  most  of  the  people  in  the 
case  load  of  a  social  worker  were  elderly  people  without 
pension  or  social  security  and  unable  to  work.  Today, 
the  majority  are  women  between  1 8  and  25  with  one  or 
more  children.  Soup  kitchens,  pantries  and  shelters 
have  already  seen  their  numbers  swell  as  welfare  reform 
laws  impact  former  welfare  recipients.  And  the  most 
sweeping  welfare  reform  is  still  to  come.  (It  becomes 
effective  July  1,  1998.) 

"The  new  law  gives  you  a  total  of  five  years  for  the 
rest  of  your  life  to  receive  welfare  cash  assistance," 
explained  social  worker  Elizabeth  Cogsdale.  "It  you  are 
now  age  21  and  have  a  two-year-old  child,  your  benefits 
will  end  when  your  child  is  age  seven.  North  Carolina's 
welfare  reform  program  called  Work  First  Family 
assistance  may  further  limit  your  time  to  two  years." 


Bishop 
3  Looks 

to  Lambeth 


Most  of  this  information  wasn't  new  to  the  40 
attendees  of  the  bishop's  briefing  on  welfare  reform 
held  May  30  at  the  diocesan  house  in  Kinston.  Mostly 
lay  people,  those  in  attendance  were  veterans  from  the 
front  lines  of  servant  ministries  to  the  poor.  They 
shared  stories  and  insights,  brainstormed,  and 
supported  one  another  in  their  common  calling.  They 
were  encouraged  to  become  advocates  for  the  poor. 

"It  was  a  wonderful  group,"  said  Bishop  Daniel. 
"They  expressed  great  concern  over  what  is  happening 
to  the  poorest  in  our  midst,  especially  children  who  will 
bear  the  brunt  of  changes  in  welfare." 

Briefing  organizer  and  Chair  of  the  Hunger,  Peace 
and  Justice  Committee,  Bets  Crean  said,  "I  felt  extreme 
happiness  and  gratitude  that  so  many  people  had  come 
together.  I  sensed  that  they  were  all  so  glad  to  be  with 


Newest  Province 
11      of  Anglican 
Community 


each  other  because  they  all  did  the  same  kind  of  work 
and  they  all  had  a  real  need  for  networking  —  that  is  as 
'servants  on  the  front  lines.'" 

Many  questions  were  raised  from  "To  what  extent 
are  we  addressing  a  cycle  of  despair?"  to  "Why  are 
there  so  few  clergy  here  today?"  One  attendee 
commented  that  they  was  a  lot  of  information  dispersed 
about  the  impact  of  welfare  reform  on  society,  but  no 
contingency  plan  was  offered.  The  bishop  suggested 
that  the  response  would  be  unique  to  each  parish. 

The  participant  agreed  with  Crean  that  the  most 
valuable  part  of  the  day  was  the  opportunity  to  network 
with  others  facing  the  same  challenges.  "It  was  a 
beginning  —  an  impetus  to  continue." 


PB  Visits 
Middle  East 
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Each  year  the  Episcopal  Communicators,  an 
association  of  editors,  writers  and  communicators 
within  the  Episcopal  Church,  honors  the  best  work 
of  the  past  year  by  awarding  the  Polly  Bond 
Awards.  Fifteen  judges  waded  through  478  entries 
for  the  1997  competition. 

Cross  Current  received  the  award  of 
excellence,  the  highest  honor,  for  a  news  story 
appearing  in  a  newspaper  with  a  circulation  below 
12,000.  The  award  winning  article,  entitled  "The 
Face  of  Camp  Trinity  Pales,"  appeared  in  the  June 
1997  issue.  It  was  written  by  Alicia  Alford. 

In  the  general  excellence  category  for 
magazines,  awards  of  merit  went  to  Virginia 
Seminary  Journal,  edited  by  Alexandra  Dorr,  and 
the  Journal  of  Women 's  Ministries,  edited  by 
Marcy  Darin.  The  top  award  of  excellence  went  to 
The  Witness,  edited  by  Jeanie  Wylie-Kellerman  and 

Future  Cross  Current 

Look  for  the  next  issue  of  Cross  Current  in 
September.  There  will  not  be  a  paper  printed 
during  the  months  of  July  and  August.  The 
deadline  for  submitting  material  for  the  September 
paper  is  August  1 0. 

For  each  issue  thereafter,  the  deadline  will  be 
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parish  liaisons  be  utilized  to  recruit  and  follow-up 
on  perspective  counselors,  CITs  and  campers. 
According  to  Taylor,  it  takes  people  in  the  parish 
to  work  with  potential  applicants  to  keep  them 
interested  in  the  program.  "Seeds  have  been 
planted  with  the  liaisons,"  says  Taylor.  "We  need 
to  continue  to  cultivate  that  interest." 

Bishop  Daniel  agrees  that  the  broader  base  of 
support  has  made  the  difference  for  the  1998 
camping  season.  "Ensuring  that  the  staff  at  Camp 
Trinity  is  racially  diverse  has  been  a  standing 
commitment  of  the  Camp  Committee,"  said 
Daniel,  "but  last  year  we  realized  that  asking  Carol 
Taylor  and  Caronell  Chestnut  to  be  solely 
responsible  was  not  enough.  We  needed  a  broader 
based  effort.  It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Camp 
Committee  and  all  of  us." 

Both  Taylor  and  Camp  Committee  Chair  Banse 
noted  that  the  best  way  to  maintain  interest  in  the 
staff  program  is  to  keep  children  active  in  the 
camping  program. 

Pointing  to  the  camping  experience  of  both 
Tobbins  and  Mills  ,  Banse  says,  "If  we  are  going 
to  count  on  diversity  in  the  staff,  we  must  begin 
with  diversity  among  the  campers.  We  have  to 
really  work  on  getting  all  the  children  of  this 
diocese  in  the  program  as  campers." 


Julie  Wortman. 

In  the  general  excellence  category  for 
newspapers  with  a  circulation  over  12,000,  awards 
of  merit  went  to  The  Episcopal  News  in  the 
Diocese  of  Los  Angles,  edited  by  Bob  Williams, 
and  the  Virginia  Episcopalian,  edited  by  Sarah 
Bartenstein.  The  award  of  excellence  went  to 
Anglican  Advance  in  the  Diocese  of  Chicago, 
edited  by  David  Skidmore. 

In  the  general  excellence  category  for 
newspapers  with  a  circulation  below  12,000, 
awards  of  merit  went  to  The  Dayspring  in  the 
Diocese  of  West  Virginia,  edited  by  Elizabeth 
Walker,  and  the  Crosswalk  in  the  Diocese  of  Upper 
South  Carolina,  edited  by  Pam  Steude.  The  award 
of  excellence  went  to  The  Record  in  the  Diocese  of 
Michigan,  edited  by  Herb  Gunn. 


on  the  tenth  of  the  month  proceeding  publication. 
For  example,  the  deadline  for  the  October  issue  is 
September  10;  for  November,  October  10;  and  for 
December,  November  1 0. 

Material  is  gladly  accepted  prior  to  the 
deadline. 


Taylor  is  greatly  encouraged  by  the  increase  in 
the  number  of  minority  campers  and  CITs  this 
year.  According  to  Taylor,  the  camping  and  CIT 
programs  plant  seeds  of  interest  for  future  staff 
positions.  If  a  camper  quits  coming  to  camp 
explains  Taylor,  she  loses  track  of  them  and  then 
they  are  lost  to  the  CIT  program  and  to  recruiting 
as  staff  members. 

Former  Camp  Committee  member  Caronell 
Chestnut  expresses  her  gratitude  for  the  effort 
made  to  recruit  and  involve  young  black  persons  in 
the  1 998  camping  program,  but  she  warns  that  the 
effort  must  continue. 

"This  is  an  effort  that  I  have  been  concerned 
about  for  a  long  time,"  says  Chestnut.  "The 
success  is  very  satisfying.  I  hope  it  will  continue 
to  grow  so  all  our  youngsters  can  enjoy  the  camp 
experience." 

Banse  echoes  her  concern:  "It  is  very  clear  that 
we  are  all  going  to  have  to  be  very  intentional 
about  focusing  on  the  diversity  of  camp  and  be 
very  proactive  in  making  sure  that  camp  reflects 
the  diversity  of  the  diocese.  This  cannot  be  a  one 
summer  attempt.  This  proactivity  and 
intentionality  will  have  to  continue  in  the  years 
ahead." 


Gr*ss  Current 


EDITOR 

Alicia  Alford 

Cross  Current's  purpose  is  to  communicate  how  we  are 
keeping  the  Cross  current  in  our  daily  lives  and  in  the 
ministries  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina. 

To  contribute  material  or  ideas  contact  the  editor  at  1 1 1 9 
Hendricks  Ave..  Jacksonville,  NC  28540,  (910)  938-1017. 
Fax  (910)  938-3415 

Deadline  September  Issue:  August  10 

Subscriptions  &  Contributions  :  Every  household  with 
members  of  an  Episcopal  Church  in  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina  should  receive  a  Cross  Current  free  of  charge. 
Cross  Current  is  sent  to  households  outside  the  diocese 
upon  request.  Cross  Current  does  accept  contributions  to 
help  cover  printing  and  mailing  costs.  These  may  be  sent  to 
The  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  P.O.  Box  1336,  Kinston,  NC 
28503.  Please  contact  the  editor  for  information  on  Cross 
Current  on  audio  cassette. 

Change  of  address:  Send  to  Cross  Current,  1119 
Hendricks  Ave.,  Jacksonville,  NC  28540.  Please  note  the 
name  of  your  church  with  the  address  change  and  include 
the  mailing  label. 


Deadlines 


JUNE  1998 


 From  the 

Bishop  

Lambeth  Explores  Meaning  and  Nature  of  Communion 


Dear  friends  in  Christ, 

From  July  15  to  August  9,  some  860  bishops  and 
600  spouses  will  gather  in  Canterbury,  England  and  at 
its  cathedral,  the  spiritual  center  of  the  world-wide 
Anglican  Communion  of  which  the  Episcopal  Church  is 
a  part.  This  three  week  gathering  of  all  the  bishops  of 
the  Anglican  Communion  takes  place  once  every  ten 
years  at  the  invitation  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
and  is  known  as  the  Lambeth  Conference. 

For  three  weeks,  the  bishops  will  worship,  pray, 
study  II  Corinthians,  consider  the  life  and  witness  of  the 
communion,  celebrate,  deepen  our  unity,  and  face  issues 

i  in  the  life  of  the  church  and  the  world  that  threaten  to 

i  disrupt. 

Although  the  Lambeth  Conference  itself  has  no 
binding  legislative  authority  in  the  various  provinces 

I  and  national  churches  that  make  up  the  Anglican 

|  Communion,  it  does  have  a  moral  witness  and  teaching 
office  that  is  heeded  closely  as  the  bishops  wrestle  with 
the  pressing  issues  that  face  the  church  in  various  parts 
of  the  world  in  our  own  day. 

Earlier  Lambeth  Conferences  have  dealt  with  issues 
as  diverse  as  polygamy,  birth  control,  family  planning, 
and  the  ordination  of  women  to  the  priesthood  and 
episcopate.  No  Lambeth  Conference  has  ever  offered 
"the  final  word"  on  any  of  these  or  other  issues.  Each 
conference  has  given  the  church  a  way  to  continue  in 
and  strengthen  its  commitment  to  our  fundamental  unity 
as  Anglicans  as  we  continue  to  face  issues  in  ways  that 
are  faithful,  hopeful  and  life-giving.  Each  conference 
has  given  the  Church  a  way  to  continue  to  grow  in  our 
communion  with  one  another. 

For  example,  the  1988  Lambeth  Conference,  faced 

I  with  the  potentially  divisive  issue  of  the  ordination  of 
women  to  the  priesthood  and  episcopate,  devised  a 
means  by  which  Anglicans  of  different  views  might  live 
together  in  "...  the  highest  degree  of  unity  possible 
while  different  views  and  practices  concerning  the 

,  ordination  of  women  continued  to  be  held  within  the 
communion."  (From  the  Report  of  the  Inter- Anglican 
Theological  and  Doctrinal  Commission,  also  known  as 
"The  Virginia  Report.")  In  other  words,  the  Lambeth 
Conference  found  a  way  through  which  Anglicans  could 
disagree  and  continue  to  maintain  and  express  the 

j  essential  unity  that  binds  us  together  as  witnesses  to  a 
shared  faith  and  a  common  Lord  . 

The  1988  Lambeth  Conference  also  resolved  that, 

;  in  preparation  for  1998,  there  be  an  exploration  of 
"...  the  meaning  and  nature  of  communion  with  a 
particular  reference  to  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  the 
unity  and  order  of  the  church,  and  the  unity  and 
community  of  humanity."  (Resolution  18)  To  that  end, 
a  commission  was  established  and  has  produced  the 
above  referenced  "Virginia  Report"  as  a  foundational 
document. 

The  Virginia  Report  notes,  first,  that  from  the 
earliest  time  in  the  Christian  community,  the  church  has 
struggled  to  respond  in  faith  to  our  Lord's  prayer  that 
his  followers  be  one  (John  17:20-21).  It  notes  that  the 
church  has  found  that  consensus  on  a  wide  variety  of 
subjects  has  been  difficult  to  achieve  (the  dispute  over 
the  inclusion  of  gentiles  in  the  life  of  the  church  as 
described  in  Acts,  for  example,  or  the  controversy  of  the 


third  century  regarding  which  gospels  and  letters  would 
be  included  in  the  New  Testament.)  Often,  in  the 
history  of  the  church,  the  controversies  of  one  age  were 
themselves  stages  on  a  road  toward  greater  consensus 
that  came  clear  only  later. 

Put  another  way,  we  believe  that  the  hand  of  God  is 
always  moving  in  the  church  towards  the  fulfillment  of 
God's  will,  even  in  the  midst  of  our  deepest  divisions 
and  greatest  controversies.  The  call  to  the  church  in 
every  age  is  to  face  the  issues  of  the  day  openly  and 
with  charitableness  towards  our  neighbor  while  at  the 
same  moment  being  faithful  to  the  basic  unity  of  the 
church  that  comes  through  an  abiding  trust  in  the  Lord 
of  the  church. 

The  Virginia  Report  address  this  in  various  ways: 
"What  makes  unity  and  interdependence  particularly 
difficult  today?  In  the  last  200  years  the  world  has  seen 
extraordinary  development  in  the  political,  scientific, 
economic  and  psychological  spheres  [that]  have 
brought  many  blessings  to  the  peoples  of  the  world. 
At  the  same  time  there  has  been  the  disintegration  of 
traditional  cultures,  values,  and  social  structures  and 
unprecedented  threats  to  the  environment.  Within  this 
context  Anglicans  strive  to  be  faithful  to  the  Gospel  in 
there  particular  cultural  context...  For  example,  issues 
of  justice  and  human  rights,  including  sexuality,  the 
family  and  status  of  women,  racial  equality,  religious 
freedom  and  the  use  and  distribution  of  resources 
demand  attention.  Our  response  to  these  issues  is 
conditioned  by  our  particular  cultural  context,  our  way 
of  interpreting  the  Bible,  our  degree  of  awareness  of 
being  part  of  a  wider  human  community  and  our 
attentiveness  to  the  response  of  other  ecumenical 
partners,  and  to  the  concerns  of  those  of  other  faith." 
(Section  1 :3ff)  The  Lambeth  Conference  and  the 
Anglican  Communion  will  struggle  to  find  a  faithful 
response  to  these  concerns  within  a  life  of  communion 
and  interdependence. 

The  Virginia  Report  goes  on  to  ask  what  may  well 
be  the  central  question  of  the  '98  Lambeth  Conference: 
"When  Christians  find  themselves  passionately 
engaged  in  the  midst  of  complex  and  explosive 
situations,  how  do  they  avoid  alienation  from  those 
who  by  baptism  are  their  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ, 
who  are  embraced  in  the  communion  of  God  the  Holy 
Trinity,  but  who  disagree?  How  do  they  stay  in 
communion  with  God  and  each  other;  how  do  they 
behave  towards  each  other  in  the  face  of  disagreement 
and  conflict?  What  are  the  limits  of  diversity  if  the 
Gospel  imperative  of  unity  and  communion  are  to  be 
maintained?"  (Section  1 :8) 

In  the  face  of  this  question,  the  860  bishops 
gathered  at  Canterbury  will  be  divided  into  four 
sections  to  consider  and  speak  to  the  following  topics 
and  themes: 

Section  I:  Called  to  Full  Humanity 

Theme  1 :  Human  Right  &  Human  Dignity 
(This  is  the  group  to  which  I  have  been  assigned.) 
Theme  2:  The  Environment 
Theme  3:  Human  Sexuality 
Theme  4:  Modern  Technology 
Theme  5:  Euthanasia 

Theme  6:  International  Debt  &  Economic  Justice 


Section  II:  Called  to  Live  and  Proclaim  the  Good  News 
Section  III:  Called  to  be  a  Faithful  Church  in  a  Plural  World 
Section  IV:  Called  to  be  One 

Theme  1 :  Toward  a  Vision  of  the  Unity  We  Seek; 

Making  Visible  the  Unity  We  Share 
Theme  2:  Convergence  in  Faith  and  Order: 

Dialogues  with  Other  Churches 
Theme  3:  Anglican  Relations  with  New  Church 
and  Independent  Christian  Groups 

I  ask  all  members  of  the  church  in  East  Carolina  to 
keep  the  Lambeth  Conference  in  your  prayers  daily  July 
1 8-August  9.  Pray  that  God  will  deepen  our  unity, 
further  our  communion,  expand  our  vision  of  the 
ministry  of  reconciliation  entrusted  to  us  and  confirm  us 
in  the  awareness  of  our  interdependence  on  one  another. 
Let  us  be  confident  in  knowing  that  by  prayerfully  facing 
the  issues  that  may  divide  and  growing  in  appreciation  of 
all  that  unites,  we  will  indeed  be  about  seeking  and 
doing  God's  will  in  the  knowledge  that  we  will  move 
ahead,  perhaps  slowly,  imperfectly  and  sometimes  with 
pain. 

Above  all,  let  us  be  assured  and  confident  that,  in  the 
words  of  the  Virginia  Report,  "The  church  looks  forward 
in  Christ,  through  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  the 
day  when  God's  name  will  be  made  holy,  God's 
Kingdom  come,  when  God's  will  is  done  on  earth  as  in 
heaven.  The  seventh  century  theologian,  St.  Maxims  the 
Confessor,  put  it  this  way:  'The  things  that  are  past  are 
shadow;  those  of  the  present  icon;  the  truth  is  to  be 
found  in  the  things  of  the  future.'  Faithful  Christian 
community  with  God,  the  Holy  Spirit,  is  focused  in  a 
vision  of  the  final  and  ultimate  reign  of  God."  (Section 
2:15) 

1  will  write  more  about  the  conference  when  I  return. 
Until  then,  God's  peace  be  with  you,  and  Godspeed. 


Faithfully, 


Transportation  a  Problem  for  Resettled  Refugees 

by  Judy  Castranova 


The  lack  of  public  transportation  in  the  small 
towns  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  —  except 
for  Greenville,  Goldsboro  and  Wilmington  — 
leaves  resettled  refugees  struggling  for 
transportation.  Refugees  who  come  to  eastern 
North  Carolina  almost  always  need  a  car  for 
transportation  to  and  from  work. 

Although  some  refugees  have  successfully 
used  the  public  transportation  available  in 
Greenville  and  Wilmington,  there  are  service 
limitations.  One  family  in  Wilmington  spent  four 
hours  a  day  commuting  to  their  jobs  via  bus.  The 
sponsoring  church  assumed  that  since  the 
family's  apartment  was  near  the  bus  line, 
transportation  was  not  a  problem.  What  they 
didn't  realize  was  that  the  refugees  needed  to 
take  more  than  one  bus  to  get  to  the  job.  The 
waiting  times  for  connections  added  considerably 
to  the  commute. 

Placing  refugees  within  walking  distance  of 
jobs  is  a  good  idea,  but  one  that  is  not  easily 
carried  out.  At  the  time  the  apartment  is  secured, 
the  refugees  may  not  yet  be  in  the  country,  much 
less  have  a  job.  Sponsoring  churches  are  advised 
to  scout  for  jobs  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
refugee's  living  quarters.  Historically,  however, 
very  few  refugees  have  found  employment  within 
walking  distance. 

One  refugee  woman  in  New  Bern  walked 
over  two  miles  a  day  to  and  from  her  job.  She 
was  56  years  old  and  had  some  health  problems. 
On  days  when  the  temperature  reached  96 
degrees,  this  was  no  small  feat. 


Bicycles  can  sometimes  be  a  good  alternative 
to  cars,  but  the  dangers  posed  are  more  than 
traffic  related.  One  female  refugee  used  a  bicycle 
to  commute  to  her  restaurant  job  in  Edenton.  She 
worked  some  evenings  until  1 1 :00  p.m.  Biking 
home  alone  in  the  dark,  she  was  constantly 
fearful  of  what  might  happen  to  her. 

When  refugees  are  lucky  enough  to  have  a  car 
donated  to  them,  everyone  thinks  their  problems 
are  solved.  In  reality,  the  logistics  of  driving  can 
get  complicated  with  several  family  members 
working  at  different  jobs.  In  one  refugee  family, 
the  wife  was  going  in  four  directions  each  day. 
First,  she  got  up  early  to  drive  her  husband  to 
work.  Then  she  returned  to  drive  her  sister  and 
father  to  work  (two  different  jobs),  and  finally, 
she  drove  to  school  to  translate  for  her  brother. 
When  that  was  completed,  she  had 
to  pick  everyone  up  from  their  jobs  and  return 
them  to  home. 

Resettled  refugees,  like  Americans,  don't 
want  the  extra  expense  of  owning  a  second  car, 
but  sometimes  the  best  solution  is  just  that.  In 
East  Carolina,  cars  are,  and  will  continue  to  be, 
the  accepted  mode  of  transportation.  If  you  have 
a  vehicle  in  good  working  order  that  does  not 
need  major  repairs  or  have  chronic  problems, 
consider  donating  it  to  a  refugee  family.  There  is 
no  cost  to  transfer  the  title  and  the  gift  is  tax 
deductible.  If  you  can  help  ease  the 
transportation  problems  of  a  refugee  family, 
please  call  Judy  Castranova  at  252/633-9009. 


Cursillo  #58  —  a  time  to  listen  more  closely 


by  Mary  Vars 

SALTER  PATH  —  What  was  going  on  when  37 
candidates  and  56  team  members  introduced 
themselves,  and  the  names  of  their  dogs,  cats, 
rabbits,  goats,  and  birds  surfaced  right  along 
with  the  names  of  their  spouses,  siblings, 
children  and/or  grandchildren?  From  April  29  to 
May  3,  another  Cursillo  Weekend  was  in  full 
swing  at  Trinity  Center. 

Cursillo  weekend  is  a  short  course  in 
Christian  living  in  which  there  are  1 5  short  talks, 
table  discussions,  church  services,  spiritual 
direction,  singing,  good  food,  and  moments  of 
boisterous  merriment. 

Lay  Rector  Tom  Price  from  St.  Andrew's, 
Nags  Head  ably  guided  the  candidates  of 
Cursillo  #58  through  the  traditional  agenda.  The 
Rev.  David  Chamberlain  from  St.  John's, 


Fayetteville,  Deacon  Kay  Swindell  from  St. 
Anne's,  Jacksonville,  the  Rev.  Lloyd  Fonvielle 
from  St.  Christopher's,  Elizabethtown,  and  the 
Rev.  Charles  Gill  from  St.  Andrew's,  Nags  Head 
served  as  spiritual  directors  for  the  weekend.  To 
the  delight  of  team  members,  the  expansion  of 
Trinity  Center  made  it  possible  for  everyone  to 
be  housed  in  conference  housing.  For  the  first 
time,  the  new  Sharp  Building  was  used  as  the 
Cursillo  weekend  chapel. 

Following  the  closing  Eucharist,  Price 
commented,  "It  really  has  been  a  wonderful 
experience.  It  made  me  stop  and  listen  more 
closely  to  God."  Judging  from  the  remarks 
made  by  the  new  Cursillistas,  they  shared 
his  sentiments. 


The  war  in  Bosnia  could  not  eradicate  the  loyalty 
to  homeland  felt  by  this  car  owner.  The  car 
was  made  possible  by  the  Swansboro  Rotary  Club  s 
International  Fund  and  matching  donations. 
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Team  from  Christ  Church,  New  Bern  Visits  Sister  Parish  in  Puerto  Rico 


NEW  BERN  —  On  February  5,  1998  Christ 
Church,  New  Bern  sent  a  third  group  to  visit  their 
sister  parish,  Church  of  the  Incarnation,  in  San 
Juan,  Puerto  Rico.  The  compositions  and  settings 
of  Christ  Church  and  Church  of  the  Incarnation 
differ  significantly.  Church  of  the  Incarnation  is  a 
small  church  community  of  about  one  hundred 
families  in  the  very  large,  predominately  Catholic 
city  of  San  Juan.  In  contrast,  Christ  Church  is  a 
very  large  church  community  of  about  three 
hundred  families  in  the  small  town  of  New  Bern. 

Despite  these  differences,  the  two  churches 
have  forged  a  considerable  bond  since  the  sister 
parish  relationship  was  first  established  in  1995. 
A  total  of  six  visits,  three  from  Christ  Church  to 
Puerto  Rico  and  three  from  Incarnation  to  New 
Bern,  and  the  blessing  of  the  Holy  Spirit  have 
helped  to  build  the  relationship.  The  most  recent 
visit  by  six  team  members  —  Diane  and  Art 
Vance,  Ralph  and  Beverlee  Redding,  Prudy 
Brocklesby  and  Suzanna  Talton  —  continued  to 
strengthen  the  relationship. 

The  people  of  the  Church  of  the  Incarnation 
rented  a  van  large  enough  to  accommodate  the  six 
team  members  and  their  hosts,  so  every  place  the 
group  went,  they  traveled  together.  The  van  trips 
were  a  wonderful  means  of  building  community. 
Also,  each  evening  they  shared  a  meal  together  at 
the  home  of  one  of  the  host  families. 

"By  the  end  of  the  stay  there,"  said  Beverlee 
Redding,  "we  truly  felt  like  one  big  family.  The 
love  and  joy  and  overwhelming  spirit  of  giving 
were  very  infectious." 

The  outreach  ministries  of  the  Episcopal 
church  in  Puerto  Rico  left  a  lasting  impression  on 
the  Christ  Church  team  members.  The  team 
visited  a  preschool  for  children  afflicted  with 
AIDS.  They  were  struck  by  the  laughter,  singing 
and  tots  flying  around  on  tricycles  like  in 
numerous  childcare  centers.  They  were  impressed 
by  the  dedicated  staff,  full  of  love  and  fun. 
The  center  was  not  a  sad  place,  and  the  realization 
that  these  children  were  all  going  to  die  was 
painful  for  the  visitors. 

The  team  visited  a  large  Episcopal  school  and 
had  the  privilege  of  sharing  a  meal  with  Bishop 
David  Alvarez,  a  very  warm,  outgoing  man  who 
put  them  immediately  at  ease.  He  told  the  group 
about  the  Hospital  Episcopal  San  Lucas,  a  large 
modern  hospital  in  Ponce  run  by  the  church. 

They  learned  of  the  Church  of  the  Incarnation's 
growing  ministry  to  people  with  AIDS,  and  had 
the  opportunity  to  meet  and  talk  with  one  of  their 
church  members  who  is  a  benefactor  of  this 
program.  As  part  of  this  evolving  ministry,  they 
established  a  kitchen  and  food  service  program  to 
provide  daily  meals  for  AIDS  patients.  The  meals 


cater  to  the  special  diets  and  nutritional  needs  of 
persons  with  AIDS. 

On  Saturday  evening  team  members 
participated  in  a  service  to  renew  their  wedding 
vows.  It  was  a  beautiful,  holy  time  followed  by  a 
champagne  reception  complete  with  wedding 
cake.  Each  couple  cut  their  own  piece.  "We  felt 
like  we  had  been  married  all  over  again,"  said 
Beverlee  Redding. 

Sunday  morning  when  they  entered  the  church 
and  were  handed  their  bulletins  they  were 
surprised  to  see  their  names  on  the  cover  in  large 
letters  and  the  words  "Welcome  Christ  Church." 

"Through  these  loving  people  the  Holy  Spirit 
wove  us  together  into  one  loving  family  where  our 
unity  in  Christ  and  his  bounteous  love  overcame 
any  differences  in  language  or  culture.  We  were 
truly  'one  in  the  Spirit,  one  in  the  Lord,'"  wrote 
Redding  upon  her  return. 

The  relationship  between  Christ  Church  and 
Church  of  the  Incarnation  will  continue  to  grow  in 
June  when  a  group  of  teenagers  from  Christ 


Church  will  travel  to  Puerto  Rico.  Eight  high 
school  students,  four  boys  and  four  girls,  will  work 
with  the  youth  from  Church  of  the  Incarnation  and 
two  other  Puerto  Rican  churches  on  a  number  of 
services  projects. 


Holy  Trinity's  Mission  Team  Returns 
to  Puerto  Rico 


by  Dave  Davis 

FAYETTE VILLE  —  Following  the 
tremendous  opportunity  and  experience  of 
the  1997  trip  to  the  Diocese  of  Puerto  Rico, 
the  parish  mission  group  at  Holy  Trinity, 
Fayetteville,  dedicated  itself  to  sending 
another  team  to  continue  their  work  with  the 
companion  diocese.  Throughout  the  year  the 
group  has  been  doing  a  great  deal  of 
planning,  fund  raising,  and  coordination.  A 
team  of  10  parishioners  is  ready  to  return  to 
Puerto  Rico  from  June  15  -  26. 

During  this  time,  the  team  will  live  and 
work  in  the  area  of  Yuaco,  doing  work 
projects  designated  by  the  Diocese  of  Puerto 
Rico.  In  Yuaco  the  team  will  have  the 
opportunity  to  join  in  fellowship  and  worship 
with  fellow  sisters  and  brothers  in  the  local 
parishes.  They  hope  to  share  in  the  lives, 
cultures,  and  traditions  of  the  gracious  people 
of  Puerto  Rico.  Team  members  look  forward 
to  meeting  with  friends  who  were  so  helpful 
during  last  year's  trip. 


In  keeping  with  the  team  motto,  "La 
Palabra  de  Dios  —  The  Word  of  God.  .  .  El 
Trabajo  De  Dios  —  The  Work  of  God,"  the 
team  will  take  several  cases  of  Spanish 
Bibles  that  have  been  donated  by  members 
of  the  parish  in  memory  or  honor  of  others. 
The  Bibles  will  be  presented  to  the 
companion  diocese  as  a  small  offering  to 
help  spread  the  Word  of  God. 

This  trip  will  once  again  offer  the  entire 
parish  a  magnificent  opportunity  to  learn 
and  share  Christ's  message  of  love  and 
servanthood  beyond  the  local  community. 
It  will  also  offer  a  unique  opportunity  to  live 
within  the  beautiful  diversity  which  exists  in 
our  church  worldwide. 

The  team  is  truly  excited  and  grateful  for 
the  great  opportunity  the  companion  diocese 
has  so  graciously  afforded  us  to  serve.  As 
part  of  this  journey,  the  mission  team  asks 
that  you  include  the  team  and  all  our  fellow 
companion  diocese  members  in  your  prayers. 


St.  Stephen's,  Goldsboro  Hosts  110th  Annual  ECW  Meeting 

by  Elizabeth  Davenport 


Women  from  across  the  diocese  gathered 
at  St.  Stephen's  Church  in  Goldsboro  for  the 
110th  annual  Episcopal  Church  Women's 
(ECW)  meeting.  Guest  speaker  Rosmari 
Sullivan,  rector  of  Church  of  St.  Clement 
in  Alexandria,  Virginia,  spoke  on  "Women 
of  the  Church:  Knowing  Our  Tradition  and 
the  Power  of  Truth."  Sullivan  served  as  chaplain 
to  the  House  of  Deputies  during  the  1997 
General  Convention  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in 
Philadelphia. 

As  Sullivan  spoke,  she  wove  together  the 
story  of  Monnica,  mother  of  Augustine,  the 
Bishop  of  Hippo,  and  lines  from  the  Hymn  "I 
Sing  a  Song  of  the  Saints  of  God."  Monnica, 
who  died  in  332  a.d.,  lived  a  life  guided  by  God 
through  prayer.  Sullivan  left  the  audience  with 
a  message  that  we,  too,  can  be  "patient,  brave, 
and  true"  as  we  serve  the  Lord  in  our  own  lives. 

At  the  opening  of  the  business  meeting,  Julie 
Rose  announced  that  she  will  serve  as  the  new 
diocesan  United  Thank  Offering  (UTO) 
coordinator.  Mrs.  Rose  wore  a  hand-size  penny 
around  her  neck  as  a  reminder  of  how  pocket 
change  can  enrich  the  lives  of  others  through 
the  UTO. 

For  information  on  UTO  boxes,  posters, 
coloring  books  or  other  supplies,  contact  Rose 
at  409  North  Highland,  Grifton,  NC  28530, 
telephone:  252/524-5983. 

Church  Periodical  Club  (CPC)  director  Ruby 
Strouse  reported  that  CPC  donations  totaled 
$2,692.33  CPC  has  given  prayer  books.  Bibles, 
hymnals  and  chair  racks  to  San  Mateo,  the 
Hispanic  ministry  at  Newton  Grove.  They  also 
donated  some  1928  chapel-size  prayer  books  to 
a  group  of  worshippers  on  Hatteras  Island  who 
meet  monthly  for  services  held  by  the  Rev. 
Charles  Gill  in  a  Catholic  Church.  Revised 
chapel-sized  prayer  books  are  needed  and  may 
be  sent  to  Ruby  Strouse  at  5745  Dobson  Dr., 
Fayetteville,  NC  28311. 

Following  the  business  meeting,  Bishop 
Daniel  celebrated  Eucharist.  In  his  homily,  he 
said,  "The  church  is  a  memory-filled  place  of 
weddings,  funerals,  and  confirmations." 
"Memory  is  not  enough,"  he  continued. 
"We  must  make  a  living  encounter  with  Jesus 
through  prayer." 

"Only  a  living  presence  is  strong  enough  to 


sustain  a  church  for  more  than  2000  years  and 
us  in  our  struggles,"  he  added. 

During  the  service  the  following  new 
officers  were  installed:  Carolyn  Jackson, 
Edenton;  Heather  Perry,  Washington;  Joe  Anne 
Kilday,  Emerald  Isle;  Pat  Robinson,  New  Bern; 
Margaret  Adkinson,  Wilmington;  Gwen 
Hodges,  Hope  Mills;  Inez  Elliot,  Fayetteville; 
President  Elect  Ann  Parker,  Wilmington;  and 
Treasurer  Tricia  Phillips,  Beaufort. 

The  offering  collected  was  for  a  triptych 
banner  to  hang  at  Trinity  Center  in  memory  of 
Bishop  Sidney  Sanders,  sixth  Bishop  of  East 
Carolina.  Designer,  Juliet  Hemingray  of 
England  said  that  the  theme  of  the  banner  is 
"Jesus  is  Lord." 

"The  idea  for  the  design  came  from  seeing 
Bishop  Sanders'  life  centered  on  Jesus  Christ." 

The  banner  is  a  rich  tapestry  of  Christian 


symbols  colorfully  illustrating  that  Jesus  is  Lord 
of  the  universe.  Members  of  the  diocesan  vocal 
ensemble,  the  Schola  Cantorum,  that  will  be 
performing  at  Lambeth  Conference  in  England 
this  summer  will  bring  the  banner  back.  The 
banner  will  be  hung  at  Trinity  Center  in  time  to 
dedicate  it  at  the  August  20  ECW  meeting. 

■ 


A  1998  Solo  Flight  Conference 
^*  Held  at  Kanuga 

Labor  Day  Weekend 


The  annual  Solo  Flight  National  Conference  for  Episcopal  adults  who  are  single  will 
be  held  Labor  Day  weekend,  September  4-7  at  Kanuga  Conference  Center  in 
Hendersonville,  North  Carolina.  The  theme  for  the  ninth  annual  conference  will  be 
"Come  to  the  Table"  —  an  invitation  to  those  who  are  always  single,  separated, 
divorced,  and  widowed  that  they  are  important  members  of  the  Body  of  Christ,  and  an 
invitation  to  explore  the  role  of  food,  meals  and  community  in  the  single  life. 

Solo  Flight  1998  offers  several  exciting  new  features  this  year: 

•  artists-in-residence  who  are  single  adults 

•  special  discussion  for  single  clergy  on  how  to  have  a  personal  life  and  work 
in  the  church  today 

•  special  networking  sessions  for  young  adults  (post- formal  education  to  35) 
and  workshops  on  ministry  with  young  single  adults 

•  workshops  on  the  theology  and  nuts  and  bolts  of  ministry  with  single  adults. 

Cost  of  the  conference  is  $285.  Arrival  time  should  be  planned  for  Friday  afternoon 
no  later  than  5:00  p.m.  with  departure  after  1 :00  p.m.  on  Monday.  For  brochures  and 
further  information,  write  Solo  Flight  Conferences,  Box  610,  Lexington,  KY  40586. 
Conference  Coordinator:  Dr.  Kay  Collier-Slone. 
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All  Saints',  Southern  Shores,  Breaks  Ground  for  New  Worship  Space 


SOUTHERN  SHORES  —  Saturday,  May  9  was  a  great  day  for  the  parish  of 
All  Saints',  Southern  Shores,  as  they  broke  ground  for  their  new  worship 
space.  The  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd,  the  celebrant  for  the  service,  marked 
the  ground  with  the  sign  of  the  cross,  as  the  Rev.  Margaret  Shepard,  rector,  and 
members  of  the  vestry  and  building  committee  broke  ground.  The  Rev. 
Charles  Gill,  rector  of  St.  Andrew's-by  the-Sea,  and  Susie  White,  president  of 
the  Albermarle  Deanery  also  took  part  in  the  service. 

All  Saints'  developed  as  a  mission  of  St.  Andrew 's-by-the  Sea,  Nags  Head 
and  became  a  parish  at  the  1997  diocesan  convention.  In  just  a  year 
All  Saints'  has  grown  from  one  service  to  two,  and  from  50  members  to  over 
140.  Temporarily  worshiping  at  Kitty  Hawk  Elementary  School  lunchroom, 
All  Saints'  is  looking  forward  to  a  permanent  place  of  their  own  to  more 
effectively  carry  out  a  number  of  mission  projects  begun  by  the  vestry 
and  EC  W. 

Parish  Mayfair  Raises  Funds 
for  Outreach 

by  Dave  Davis 

In  response  to  God's  gracious  abundance  in  the  parish  budget,  Holy 
Trinity,  Fayetteville,  was  able  to  turn  the  annual  Mayfair  event  from  raising 
funds  for  the  operating  budget  to  gathering  funds  for  use  in  our  outreach 
projects. 

This  annual  event  gives  the  parish  a  great  opportunity  for  fellowship  and 
service.  It's  a  giant  yard  sale,  held  on  the  parish  lawn,  offering  attic  classics, 
books,  baby  items,  clothing,  plants,  a  raffle,  baked  goods  and  food  —  all  at 
truly  "blue-light  special"  low  prices.  It  also  offers  kids'  games  so  that  parents 
might  have  more  time  to  browse  and  shop. 

This  year  Holy  Trinity  was  blessed  with  beautiful  weather,  a  great  turn 
out,  and  wonderful  sales  exceeding  $6500.  As  in  past  years,  they  turned  all 
unsold  items  over  to  a  local  Christian  ministry,  which  sells  them  at  their  New 
Life  store  and  uses  the  funds  to  help  both  the  homeless  and  the  addicted. 

The  sale  takes  a  lot  of  preparation  and  coordination.  The  efforts  of  the 
entire  parish  family  contributed  to  its  success.  Everyone  played  key  roles  in 
providing  sale  items,  getting  the  word  out,  sorting  and  pricing,  setting  up, 
staffing  booths,  cleaning  up,  and,  of  course,  praying. 

A  great  sense  of  dedication  and  commitment  came  from  the  awareness 
that  the  proceeds  would  support  various  outreach  programs.  The  funds  will  be 
used  to  assist  the  parish  mission  team  in  buying  supplies  in  Puerto  Rico  for 
their  work  projects,  increasing  our  financial  support  to  the  Episcopal 
Farmworkers  Ministry  in  Newton  Grove,  and  providing  additional  disaster 
relief  funds  for  use  by  our  Servant  Life  Council. 


Say  CHEESE! 

Have  Those  VBS  Children  Hold 


The  Journey  to  Adulthood 

A  Program  of  Spiritual  Formation  for  Teenagers 


Participants  in  St.  Paul  s,  Wilmington,  Rite  13  group  carrying  the  cross 
on  Good  Friday. 


•  Now  being  used  in  over  500  parishes-and  growing 

•  Making  a  difference  in  the  lives  of  teenagers  and  their  mentors 

•  Keeping  teenagers  in  the  church 

•  Giving  new  meaning  to  the  sacramental  rite  of  Confirmation 

WHY? 
Come  and  find  out  on 
Saturday,  August  15 
at  St.  Francis'  Episcopal  Church,  Goldsboro 
from  9:30  a.m.  until  4:00  p.m. 


That  Smile  While  You  Snap  Away. 

Take  your  camera  to  Vacation  Bible  School  (VBS) 
to  capture  the  moment.  Then  submit  your  best  photos 
to  Cross  Current  for  an  end-of-summer  VBS  collage. 

To  identify  photos,  please  use  a  post-it  note.  Be  careful 
not  to  write  on  the  back  of  your  photographs.  If  you  do,  the 
ink  may  smudge  your  photos. 

If  you  would  like  your  photos  returned,  please  include  a 
self-addressed  envelope. 

Have  fun  at  VBS  and  snap  away! 


The  training  workshop  will  be  led  by  DAVID  CREAN  and  others  in 
the  diocese  using  The  Journey  to  Adulthood  program. 
Topics  to  be  covered  include: 

•  Starting  the  program  in  your  parish 

•  The  Rite- 13  Service  as  teaching  and  community  building  tool 

•  Using  lesson  plans  from  Rite- 13  and  J2A 

•  Planning  for  pilgrimage 

•  What  to  do  with  YACs 

•  The  Adult  Journey 
.  .  .  and  more 
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gitures,  about  a  hundred  members  of  the  Diocese 
■ay  16  at  the  diocesan  house  in  Kinston  to 
iiouse  addition  and  the  construction  of  the 

I  ig  fair —  face  painting,  cotton  candy,  karaoke, 
i  nily  reunion.  Visitors  milled  through  the  newly 
(I  :ious  southern  lunch  of  barbecue,  ham  biscuits 
s  ped  together. 

n  :dication,  a  rogation  day  celebration  and  Holy 
I  unds,  worshippers  joined  Bishop  Daniel  in 
a  ig  the  Bishop's  Chapel,  planting  a  dogwood 

5,  sprinkling  grass  seed  and  blessing  the  pigs, 
|  The  procession  ended  under  a  boldly  stripped 

?d. 

)  1  that  the  diocesan  house  was  called  such 
3  re  a  family.  .  ."  he  said,  "flung  to  the  far 
1  ission  and  purpose." 


A  young  pirate  feeds  a  goat. 


i  Martha  Anne 

p  dogwood  given  jjm  gjms  performs  an  anthem  during  Eucharist, 

lev.  B.  Sidney  Sanders. 
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Bishop  Daniel  blesses  the  animals  at  the  diocesan  house. 
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Composer,  Organist  Sam  Owens  Dies 


LOUISVILLE,  KY  —  Sam  Batt  Owens,  an 
internationally  recognized  church  composer, 
concert  organist,  teacher  and  consultant  for  parish 
arts  programs  and  pipe  organ  design,  died  in 
Louisville,  Kentucky  on  April  30  after  battling 
cancer.  He  was  70. 

Owens  served  as  organist  and  choir  master  at 
St.  Andrew's  on-the-Sound  in  Wilmington  from 
February  1994  to  December  1996. 

Owens  wTote  approximately  500  pieces  of 
music  —  choral  compositions,  organ  pieces,  vocal 
solos  and  hand  bell  tunes.  One  of  his  most 
performed  pieces  was  Go  Forth  for  God.  Among 


his  favorites  were:  Prelude  on  Sacred  Harp 
Hymns,  Fantasy  on  Christmas  Carols  and  Drop, 
Drop,  Slow  Tears,  scored  for  handbells  and  mixed 
choir.  As  well  as  his  musical  talents,  he  was 
known  for  his  down-to-earth  sense  of  humor  and 
integrity. 

A  funeral  service  for  Dr.  Owens  was  held  on 
Monday,  May  4  in  Louisville,  Kentucky  at  St. 
Francis  in  the  Fields  Episcopal  Church.  Richard 
Rhoads,  present  organist  and  choir  master  at  St. 
Andrew's  on-the  Sound  and  John  Jordan,  organist 
and  choir  master  for  St.  Andrew's  Covenant 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Wilmington  both  attended 


the  service.  A  week  later,  a  service  in  memory  of 
Dr.  Owens  was  held  at  St.  Andrew's  on-the  Sound. 

In  a  fitting  tribute,  the  choirs  of  both  St. 
Andrew's  Episcopal  and  Presbyterian  churches 
performed  several  of  Owens'  compositions 
including  Hide  Me  under  the  Shadow  of  your 
Wings  and  O  How  Glorious. 

Owens  is  survived  by  a  daughter,  Jody  Clark  of 
Louisville  and  a  sister  Martha  Brown  of  Austell, 
Georgia.  The  family  asks  that  any  memorial  gifts 
be  sent  to  the  American  Cancer  Society. 

—  Information  in  this  article  is  from  an  obituary  which  appeared 
in  The  Commercial  Appeal  of  Memphis,  Tennessee  on  May  2. 


Lutherans  Release  Revised  Draft  of  Concordat 
for  Full  Communion  with  Episcopal  Church 


ENS  —  A  proposal  calling  for  full  communion 
between  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
America  (ELCA)  and  the  Episcopal  Church  was 
put  back  on  track  with  the  April  9  release  of 
"Called  to  Common  Mission:  A  Lutheran  Proposal 
for  a  Revision  of  the  Concordat  of  Agreement." 

The  original  Concordat  was  overwhelmingly 
approved  by  last  summer's  General  Convention  of 
the  Episcopal  Church  but  failed,  by  only  six  votes, 
to  receive  the  required  two-thirds  majority  in  the 
ELCA  Churchwide  Assembly. 

In  a  subsequent  vote,  by  margins  over  90 
percent,  the  assembly  passed  two  resolutions, 
affirming  its  continuing  commitment  "to  the 
ultimate  goal  of  full  communion,"  and  calling  for 
intensive  study  and  a  new  proposal  in  time  for  the 
1999  assembly. 

The  draft,  hammered  out  in  four  intense 
months  of  work,  now  goes  to  meetings  of  the  65 


ELCA  synods  in  the  coming  months  and  could  be 
revised  again  before  the  Church  Council  sends  a 
final  draft  to  the  Churchwide  Assembly  in  the 
summer  of  1999. 

In  a  covering  letter  sent  with  the  draft  and 
several  comments  by  the  Lutheran  members  of  the 
drafting  committee,  Bishop  Christopher  Epting  of 
the  Episcopal  Diocese  of  Iowa  said,  "This  text, 
while  addressing  many  Lutheran  concerns,  stands 
in  essential  continuity  with  the  document  already 
voted  by  the  General  Convention  of  1997."  He 
expressed  the  "hope  and  trust"  that  the  General 
Convention  of  2000  could  take  a  second  vote  on 
"related  constitutional  changes."  Epting  headed  the 
team  of  Episcopal  participants  in  the  drafting 
process. 

The  new  draft  clarifies  what  emerged  at  last 
summer's  Churchwide  Assembly  as  the  main 
stumbling  block  for  Lutherans-the  provision  of  the 


Concordat  that  they  join  Episcopalians  in  the 
historic  episcopate,  a  continuity  of  bishops  traced 
back  to  the  apostolic  era. 

Lutherans  regard  their  ministry  as  a  single 
order,  including  pastors  and  bishops.  Bishops  are 
elected  for  six-year  terms  to  a  ministry  of  oversight 
and  then  may  return  to  the  parish  or  other  church 
work.  Under  the  Concordat  they  would  be  elected 
to  office  for  life,  although  they  would  continue  to 
serve  terms,  and  they  would  be  "installed"  by  at 
least  three  bishops  in  historic  succession. 

The  revised  draft  alters  the  way  in  which  that 
would  happen,  making  it  clear  that  bishops  would 
be  "taking  up  a  sign  already  shared  by  many 
churches,  including  Lutheran  churches  in  Europe, 
Asia,  Africa  and  Latin  America."  Episcopal 
bishops  would  participate  but  would  be  joined  by 
other  bishops  in  succession. 


Archbishop  of  Canterbury  Calls  on  Vatican  to  Lift  Ban  on  Intercommunion 


ENS  —  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  George  Carey 
has  called  on  the  Vatican  to  lift  the  ban  on  non- 
Roman  Catholic  participation  in  the  Eucharist. 

Preaching  at  an  ecumenical  service  in 
Luxembourg's  Catholic  cathedral,  Carey  said  that 
no  church  should  claim  ownership  of  the 
sacrament,  pointing  out  that  the  Church  of  England 
invites  baptized  members  of  other  churches  to 
receive  Holy  Communion  as  "a  reminder  that  the 
Eucharist  does  not  belong  to  us,  we  do  not  own  it, 
rather  it  is  a  gracious  gift  from  God." 

By  extending  "eucharistic  hospitality"  to 
members  of  other  churches,  Carey  added,  "We 
have  found  this  to  be  a  source  of  great  fellowship 
and  joy  -  a  visible  sign  and  foretaste  of  the  unity  to 
which  we  are  called." 


Citing  mixed  marriages  as  a  situation  where 
such  hospitality  "would  be  especially  valued," 
Carey  said,  "We  understand  the  pain  and  hurt 
when,  at  deep  moments  of  joy,  celebration,  sadness 
and  despair,  Christians  divided  by  the  past  are  not 
able  to  share  eucharistically  with  those  they 
already  perceive  themselves  to  be  one." 

Carey  argued  that  laity  of  all  traditions  "are 
impatient  for  change...  aware  that  we  have  so  much 
in  common  and  shared  mission  in  a  broken  world 
only  highlights  the  distressing  situation  of 
eucharistic  separation." 

While  not  ignoring  "sensitive  theological  issues 
that  surround  this  matter,"  Carey  said  that  "we 
need  some  positive  signs  of  hope.  Perhaps  the 
Millennium,  the  great  Jubilee,  is  an  opportunity  for 


such  signs  —  bold  signs,  hospitable  signs,  signs  of 
promise."  Even  if  it  proves  impossible  to  move 
towards  eucharistic  hospitality  now,  Carey  said  that 
the  Jubilee  might  be  "an  opportunity  to  express  in  a 
radical  way  the  reality  of  the  spiritual  communion 
in  which  we  already  share." 

Initial  responses  from  Roman  Catholic  leaders 
were  lukewarm,  most  of  them  contending  that 
theological  agreement  must  precede  eucharistic 
sharing.  "The  pain  that  we  experience  at  being 
unable  to  celebrate  the  common  Eucharist  should 
inspire  us  to  work  more  courageously  to  overcome 
the  obstacles  that  still  separate  us,"  said  Bishop 
Corinac  Murphy-O'Connor,  who  chairs  the  Roman 
Catholic  department  for  mission  and  unity. 


IARCA  Becomes  Newest  Province  of  Anglican  Communion 

by  Nancy  Broadwell 


The  newest  province  of  the  Anglican  Communion 
officially  came  into  being  on  April  18,  1998,  when  its 
first  presiding  bishop  was  invested.  The  Dioceses  of 
Panama,  Nicaragua,  El  Salvador  and  Guatemala  which 
had  been  part  of  Province  IX  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
USA  (ECUSA)  joined  with  the  already  autonomous 
Diocese  of  Costa  Rica  to  form  the  new  province.  The 
bishops  of  these  dioceses  will  be  at  the  Lambeth 
Conference  for  the  first  time  not  as  part  of  the 
representation  from  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
USA  (PECUSA)  but  as  Inglesia  Anglicana  De  La 
Region  Central  de  America  (IARCA). 

The  1997  General  Convention  approved  the 
resolution  on  autonomy  for  this  region  which  became 
official  January  1 ,  1 998  but  became  a  real  entity  April 
16-18  when  the  first  synod  meeting  of  the  new  province 
took  place  in  San  Jose,  Costa  Rica.  The  synod  elected 
The  Rev.  Rosa  Brown  of  the  Diocese  of  Costa  Rica  as 
president  of  the  House  of  Deputies,  and  the  House  of 
Bishops  elected  The  Rt.  Rev.  Cornelius  Wilson  of  Costa 
Rica  as  presiding  bishop  and  the  Rt.  Rev.  Martin 
Barahona  of  El  Salvador  as  vice  president  of  the  House 
of  Bishops. 

The  delegation  from  the  PECUSA  was  led  by  the 
Presiding  Bishop  Frank  Griswold,  and  Dr.  Pamela 
Chinnis,  president  of  the  House  of  Deputies.  The  Rev. 
John  Peterson,  Secretary  General  of  the  Anglican 
Communion  represented  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
and  officially  welcomed  the  new  province.  Delegations 
from  the  Diocese  of  North  Carolina,  companion  diocese 
to  Costa  Rica,  and  the  Diocese  of  Central  New  York, 
companion  to  the  Diocese  of  El  Salvador,  were  present 
along  with  many  other  friends,  both  official  and  not. 

Steps  toward  autonomy 

The  road  to  autonomy  has  not  been  easy.  The 
dioceses  of  Central  America  are  separate  countries  with 
different  governments,  monetary  systems  and  social  and 
fiscal  realities.  The  countries  are  at  different  stages  of 
development  and  many  have  been  plagued  by  war 

Iglesias  Anglicanas  en 

por  Nancy  Broadwell,  traducido  por  Dot  Hodder 

La  Iglesia  Anglicana  de  la  Region  Central  de 
America  (IARCA)  se  initio  el  dia  18  de  abril  de  1998, 
en  San  Jose,  Costa  Rica.  Esta  nueva  provincia  de  la 
comunion  anglicana  incluye  los  diocesis  de  Panama, 
Nicaragua,  El  Salvador,  y  Guatemala  (los  cuales  antes 
fueron  miembros  de  la  Iglesia  Protestante  Episcopal  de 
los  Estados  Unidos  de  America,  o  PECUSA),  y  el 
diocesis  de  Costa  Rica,  que  habia  ganado  su  autonomia 
antes.  En  su  primera  reunion,  el  sinodo  de  la  nueva 
provincia  escogio  al  Reverendo  Cornelius  Wilson  de 
Costa  Rica  como  su  primer  obispo  presidente.  La 
Reverenda  Rosa  Brown  de  Costa  Rica  fue  elegida 
presidente  de  la  Casa  de  Deputados,  y  el  Reverendo 
Martin  Barahona  de  El  Salvador  fue  elegido  vice 
presidente  del  Consejo  Provincial.  El  Reverendo  Frank 
Griswold,  Obispo  Presidente  de  PECUSA,  y  el 
Reverendo  John  Peterson,  representante  del  Arzobispo 
de  Canterbury,  y  muchos  otros  invitados  asistieron  en 
esta  ocasion  alegre. 

Misioneros  anglicanos  de  Inglaterra  empezaron  a 
trabajar  en  Centroamerica  en  1740.  El  primer  edificio 
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through  much  of  the  time  they  have  been  working 
toward  autonomy.  In  addition,  the  church  family  of 
IARCA  is  made  up  of  Latinos,  Blacks,  Mayas, 
Miskitos,  Creoles  and  other  races  and  cultures  with 
much  diversity  of  language  and  customs.  However,  the 
dream  of  worshiping  with  their  own  customs  and 
liturgical  expression  and  governing  themselves  has 
been  alive  throughout  the  struggle. 

A  regional  council  has  met  bi-annually  for  the  past 
six  years  to  iron  out  differences  and  to  accomplish  the 
goals  set  by  PECUSA  for  autonomy.  The  regional 
council  was  assisted  in  the  process  by  a  covenant 
committee,  composed  of  the  bishops  of  the  five 
dioceses,  one  lay  or  clergy  person  from  each  of  the  five 
dioceses  and  four  persons  from  PECUSA.  The 
covenant  committee  had  no  decision  making  power  but 
acted  as  a  council  of  advice.  Their  task  has  been  to 
work  together  to  see  that  all  the  provisions  for 
autonomy  were  met  on  time  and  in  a  manner  to  best 
serve  the  establishment  of  the  new  province  and 
continued  communication  between  the  people  of  that 
province  and  PECUSA. 

The  covenant  committee  assisted  the  council  in 
producing  its  own  constitution  and  canons;  writing  a 
ten  year  regional  work  plan  for  pastoral  concerns  such 
as  Christian  education,  evangelism,  stewardship,  social 
concerns,  etc.;  establishing  a  regional  office  headed  by 
an  executive  secretary;  adopting  an  official  liturgy  for 
the  region  (they  are  using  the  1979  Book  of  Common 
Prayer  until  they  can  develop  their  own);  drawing  a 
financial  plan;  establishing  a  pension  fund  plan;  and 
writing  a  covenant  between  IARCA  and  PECUSA. 

At  the  present  time  financial  support  to  these 
dioceses  from  PECUSA  will  amount  to  slightly  more 
than  three  million  dollars  for  the  triennium.  The 
Covenant  between  IARCA  and  PECUSA  provides  for  a 
gradual  decrease  of  financial  support  to  the  region  over 
a  period  not  to  exceed  forty  years. 

The  investiture  for  the  new  presiding  bishop  on 
Saturday,  April  18  was  a  joy-filled  time  of  fulfillment 

Centroamerica  Ganan 


para  una  iglesia  anglicana  fue  empezado  en  1 896  en 
Bluefields,  Nicaragua.  Entre  1947  y  1956  las  misiones 
anglicanas  en  Nicaragua,  Costa  Rica,  Panama, 
Colombia,  Honduras,  Guatemala,  y  El  Salvador  fueron 
transferidos  de  la  Iglesia  de  Inglaterra  a  la  Iglesia 
Episcopal  USA  (PECUSA).  Desde  la  conferencia  de 
obispos  en  Lambeth  en  1958,  el  objetivo  de  PECUSA 
ha  sido  formar  indigenas  iglesias  anglicanas  en 
latinoamerica. 

Los  diocesis  de  Centroamerica  son  paises  distintas, 
con  diferentes  sistemas  de  gobierno  y  finanzas. 
Algunos  son  mas  desarollados  que  otros.  Muchos  han 
sufrido  guerras  durante  anos.  Sus  ciudadanos  son 
latinos,  negros,  mayas,  miskitos,  criollos,  y  otras  razas, 
con  diversos  lenguas  y  costumbres.  El  proceso  de 
unirlos  en  una  iglesia  regional  no  se  ha  cumplido 
facilmente,  pero  sus  miembros  han  perseverado  para 
poder  adorar  a  Dios  segun  sus  propias  costumbres  y 
gobernarse  ellos  mismos. 

El  Consejo  Regional  de  IARCA  ha  trabajado 
durante  seis  anos  para  alcanzar  la  autonomia.  Con  la 
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Anglican  World  photo  by  Jim  Rosenthal 


Bishop  Cornelius  Wilson  of  Costa  Rica  greets 
the  congregation  after  the  creation  of  a  new  Anglican 
Province  in  Central  America  and  his  installation 
as  its  first  presiding  bishop. 

for  those  who  have  worked  so  hard  to  make 
this  happen. 

"I  was  glad  to  be  part  of  it  for  I  have  come  to  love 
and  respect  many  of  these  people  as  we  have  worked 
together  through  this  process  for  the  last  five  years," 
said  covenant  committee  member  Broadwell. 

"They  will  need  our  prayers  and  support  as  they 
begin  the  real  work  of  living  together  in  their  new 
covenant.  I  shall  miss  them  personally  and  our  General 
Convention  will  be  poorer  for  their  absence.  Their  joy 
in  self-governing  is  great  and  I  believe  that  the  joys 
outweigh  the  risks.  Financial  support  will  not  be  all 
that  they  need  from  us  and  they  have  much  to  offer  us 
as  equal  partners." 

—  Nancy  Broadwell  served  on  the  Covenant  Committee  helping 
Province  IX  reach  autonomy. 

Su  Autonomia 


ayuda  de  los  obispos  de  los  cinco  diocesis  de 
Centroamerica,  un  representante  clerigo  o  laico  de  cada 
diocesis,  y  cuatro  representantes  de  PECUSA,  el 
consejo  ha  escrito  su  constitution  y  leyes,  ha  planeado 
su  trabajo  pastoral  para  los  siguientes  diez  anos,  ha 
establecido  su  oficina  regional,  y  ha  planeado  sus 
finanzas.  Nancy  Broadwell  del  diocesis  de  Carolina  del 
Este  era  una  de  las  representantes  de  PECUSA.  Dice 
Nancy,  "Oremos  para  ellos  mientras  empiezan  el  trabajo 
de  vivir  juntos  en  su  nueva  provincia.  Sienten  tanta 
alegria  en  gobernarse  ellos  mismos,  y  creo  que  su 
alegria  es  mucho  mas  grande  que  los  riesgos."  PECUSA 
seguira  dando  ayuda  economica  a  IARCA  para 
cuarenta  anos. 

El  nuevo  obispo  presidente  de  IARCA  dijo  que  la 
independencia  fue  un  paso  natural  para  la  iglesia 
anglicana  en  Centroamerica.  "Pero  no  queremos 
separarnos  de  nuestros  amigos  y  hermanos  y  hermanas 
en  Cristo.  Queremos  cooperar  en  un  espiritu  de  respeto 
mutuo  para  avanzar  el  reino  de  Dios,  porque  somos 
compaheros  en  la  comunion  anglicana  mundial." 


Prayer  Card  Will  Support  Presence  of  First  Female  Bishops 
at  Lambeth  Conference 


ENS  —  The  church's  committee  on  the  status  of 
women  has  commissioned  a  prayer  to  express 
support  for  the  presence  of  1 1  female  bishops 
among  the  800  Anglican  bishops  from  around  the 
world  who  will  attend  this  summer's  Lambeth 
Conference  in  Canterbury,  England. 

Calling  attention  to  a  "truly  historic  moment  in 
the  life  of  the  Anglican  Communion,"  the 
committee  asked  Avery  Brooke  of  Connecticut  to 
write  a  prayer  as  part  of  an  effort  to  "call  the 
church  to  a  new  vision  of  itself,  a  church  which 
will  become  a  safe,  sacred  and  healthy  place  for  all 
people,"  according  to  a  press  release  from  Marjorie 
Burke  of  Massachusetts,  chair  of  the  committee. 

Brooke  is  a  retreat  leader  and  teacher  of  prayer, 
as  well  as  spiritual  director  and  an  oblate  of  the 
Order  of  the  Holy  Cross,  an  Episcopal  monastic 
community. 

The  prayer  has  been  translated  into  the  seven 
official  languages  of  the  Lambeth  Conference  — 
English,  Spanish,  French,  Portuguese,  Arabic, 


Swahili  and  Japanese.  It  is  available  in  sets  of  25 
from  Morehouse  Publishing  (800/877-0012).  The 
committee  hopes  that  the  prayer  will  be  included  in 
Prayers  of  the  People  in  Episcopal  and  Anglican 
congregations  around  the  world,  as  well  as 
personal  devotions. 

The  prayer: 

Lord  Christ,  when  we  think  of  the  many 
Anglican  Christians  brought  together  for  the 
Lambeth  Conference  from  all  over  the  world,  we 
are  awed  and  grateful,  and  we  pray  that  your  Holy 
Spirit  will  be  with  them  in  their  prayers  and 
conversations. 

For  the  first  time  there  are  at  Lambeth  women 
who  are  bishops.  They  come  rejoicing  that  it 
seemed  good  to  the  Holy  Spirit  and  to  us  that  they 
be  called  to  be  priests  and  bishops.  But  it  is  a 
lonely  path,  Jesus,  and  there  is  much  opposition. 
We  ask  that  you  be  with  them  in  their  joy  and 
rejection.  We  also  pray  with  and  for  all  who 


believe  that  having 
women  priests  and 
bishops  is  wrong. 
May  we  respect  their 
hearts  and  minds 
and  may  all  your 
servants  know  the 
goodness  of  your 
love,  the  glory  of 
your  healing  grace 
and  the  teaching  of 
your  Spirit. 

Compassionate  Lord,  this  is  not  the  only 
conflict  and  difficulty  that  will  come  before  our 
leaders  at  Lambeth.  We  who  should  love  each 
other  often  come  close  to  hate.  Jesus,  help  us  to 
forgive  each  other  as  you  forgive  us  and  to  work 
together  for  your  kingdom.  Amen. 


Come  and  help  us  celebrate  the 

XOfli  Ajtmiversary 
of  fine  Conference  on  CKiulipcIl  JVtusic 

Diocese  of  East  Carolina 
at  Trinity  Center,  Salter  Path,  NC 

with  three  of  our  past  favorite  leaders! 


Dent  Davidson 

Ben  Hutto 

William  Bradley  Roberts 

St.  Mark's  Episcopal  Cathedral 

Christ  Church 

St.  Phillip's  in  the  Hills 

Seattle,  Washington 

Charlotte,  North  Carolina 

Episcopal  Church  , 
Tuscon,  Arizona 

Tkursilay,  Friday, 


August  20 


* 


*  Extra  sessions  with  our  leaders  have  been  added  on  Thursday  and  Friday! 


A  new  addition  for  4th  thru  7th  graders: 

Itoutli  Clioir  Overmiglif 
Saturday  and  Sunday 
They  will  also  sing  at  the  Special  Diocesan  Celebration 


tt  cue  JC/TicJiiarist 

witL  special  music 

AM  Sunday,  August  23,  1998 
Registration  brochures  and  more  details  will  be  in  your  parish  office  mid-May 


NCC  Television 
Specials  Explore  Race 
in  Church  and  Media 


ENS  —  The  National  Council  of  Churches 
(NCC)  is  producing  two  one-hour 
documentaries  that  explore  how  the  church  and 
the  media  reflect  the  spiritual  and  cultural 
diversity  of  modern  American  life.  Race  and 
Media  delves  into  the  personal  visions  of 
women  and  men  who  used  film  to  bridge  racial 
and  cultural  divides.  Racism  and 
Reconciliation  examines  how  several  faith 
communities  are  coming  to  terms  with  the 
racism  in  their  midst. 

"The  millenium  is  getting  a  lot  of  attention 
these  days,  but  in  two  years  we  also  will  enter 
another  century,"  said  David  Pomeroy,  NCC 
director  of  electronic  media.  "The  NCC  is 
marking  this  occasion  with  two  programs  that 
survey  the  incredible  events  of  the  last  half  of 
this  century  that  have  changed  forever  how  we 
see  ourselves." 

Race  and  Media  is  the  last  of  four 
programs  in  the  annual  Horizons  of  the  Spirit 
series  and  will  be  distributed  to  Odyssey  and 
NBC  affiliate  stations  in  September  1998. 
Racism  and  Reconciliation  is  the  first  program 
in  the  annual  Vision  and  Values  series  and  will 
be  offered  to  Odyssey  and  ABC  affiliate 
stations  in  October  1998. 
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Griswold's  Pastoral  Visit  to  Middle  East  Comes 
at  Very  Tense  Time  in  Peace  Process 


by  James  Solheim 


ENS  —  The  blue-and-white  flags  with  the  Star  of 
David  were  flying  all  over  Israel  as  Presiding 
Bishop  Frank  T.  Griswold  arrived  for  his  first 
pastoral  visit  to  the  Diocese  of  Jerusalem  and  the 
Middle  East.  In  a  series  of  high  level 
conversations  with  church  and  government  leaders 
—  Israeli  and  Palestinian  —  he  and  his  party 
discovered  that  the  celebration  of  the  country's 
golden  anniversary  came  at  a  time  when  the  search 
for  peace  in  the  region  had  screeched  to  an  abrupt 
halt  and  there  was  growing  concern  for  the 
Christian  presence. 

"We  hope  that  we  will  find  a  way,  but  for  now 
the  peace  process  is  frozen,  some  would  say  that  it 
is  dying,"  said  Faisel  Husseini,  who  represents  the 
Palestinian  Authority  in  Jerusalem.  Warning  of  the 
"high  price"  both  sides  would  pay  if  the  Americans 
didn't  succeed  in  putting  the  process  back  on  track, 
he  offered  a  sober  assessment  of  the  very  difficult 
struggle  the  Palestinians  face  in  rebuilding  their 
society.  He  sounded  a  theme  that  would  haunt  the 
intense  five-day  visit  in  early  May  —  the 
diminishing  presence  of  Christians  in  the  land  of 
Christ's  birth.  "As  a  Muslim  I  cannot  see 
Jerusalem  without  Christians  because  they  are 
important  for  our  life." 

"You  might  come  back  in  20  years  and  no  one 
will  be  here  to  greet  you,"  warned  Bishop 
Coadjutor  Riah  El  Assal  of  the  Diocese  of 
Jerusalem  and  the  Middle  East.  "The  church  is 
under  obligation  to  reverse  the  trend  and  urge 
Christians  to  return  to  Jerusalem,"  he  said. 

Riah  tells  about  growing  up  in  Nazareth  at  a 
time  when  90  percent  of  the  city  was  Christian. 
"Now  it  is  only  about  34  percent,"  he  says.  "And 
Bethlehem  is  already  a  Muslim  city.  I  remember 
what  President  Jimmy  Carter  said  to  us  years  ago, 
that  if  we  ever  get  our  act  together  we  would  have 
a  wonderful  future." 

Riah  sees  some  hopeful  sign  that  Christians  are 
beginning  to  return  and  that  the  churches  are 
entering  a  new  era  of  cooperation. 

Whose  future? 

While  Vice  President  Al  Gore  congratulated 
Israel  on  its  anniversary  for  being  one  of  the  most 
vibrant  democracies  in  history"  and  "a  wellspring 
of  productivity  and  prosperity,  wisdom  and 
humanity,"  Palestinians  expressed  deep  anger  that 
their  struggle  was  ignored. 

A  glum  President  Yasser  Arafat  welcomed  the 
presiding  bishop  and  his  party  to  Palestinian 
Authority  offices  in  the  West  Bank  city  of 
Ramallah  hours  before  he  was  scheduled  to  fly  to 
London  for  American-sponsored  talks  on  restoring 
the  peace  process. 

Arafat  expressed  disappointment  with  Gore's 
speech  and  said  that  Prime  Minister  Benjamin 
Netanyahu  is  implementing  the  threats  he  made 
during  his  political  campaign  to  guarantee  the 


security  of  the  nation. 
"And  we  are  paying  the 
price.  If  it  continues  no  one 
can  imagine  what  will 
happen." 

Griswold  reminded 
Arafat  that  the  Episcopal 
Church  had  expressed  its 
consistent  support  for  the 
"struggles  of  the  Palestinian 
people  and  the  search  for  a 
just  peace."  Arafat  urged 
American  Christians  to 
pressure  the  Clinton 
Administration  into  using 
its  leverage  with  the 
Israelis. 

"Unless  the  Americans 
push,  nothing  is  going  to 
happen,"  said  the  Rev. 
Nairn  Ateek,  an  Anglican 
who  directs  a  peace 
institute  in  Jerusalem,  in  a 
conversation  prior  to  the 
meeting  with  Arafat.  "We 
are  close  to  peace  and  yet 
very  far  from  it.  While  vast 
majorities  on  both  sides  are 
in  favor,  they  are  held 
hostage  by  extremists." 


Women  pay  a  heavy  price 

Arafat  was  not  the  only 
one  outraged  by  Gore's 
comments.  In  an  intensely 
emotional  conversation 
with  a  group  of  Palestinian 
Christian  women,  Phoebe 

Griswold  heard  a  string  of  personal  testimonies  to 
the  difficulties  of  everyday  life. 

"We  have  lost  everything,"  said  one  woman 
from  the  West  Bank  "As  women,  we  are  part  of  a 
nation  that  is  not  free,"  added  another.  "We  are 
suffering  from  50  years  of  dispossession  and 
injustice  where  even  our  most  basic  human  rights 
are  denied." 

The  women  said  that  Gore's  praise  for  Israel 
ignored  the  fact  that  Israel  was  a  nation  "built  on 
the  ruins  of  another  people,  without  any  hint  that 
Israel  should  face  its  moral  obligations." 

"Sometimes  we  are  in  danger  of  losing  our 
faith,"  one  woman  admitted  quietly.  "But  we  are 
also  builders  of  faith.  We  have  kept  faith  alive 
because  we  can't  afford  to  lose  our  faith." 

"As  we  go  through  our  daily  struggles  we  often 
ask,  Ts  God  here,  is  God  with  us?'"  added  another 
woman.  "Yet  we  learn  to  see  God  in  every 
person." 

"What  is  your  hope*?"  Mrs.  Griswold  asked.  In 
a  chorus,  the  women  said  that  they  wanted  a 


Presiding  Bishop  Frank  T.  Griswold  (right)  and  Bishop  Coadjutor  Riah 
Abu  El  Assal  of  Jerusalem  and  the  Middle  East  met  with  church  leaders, 
including  Patriarch  Manoogian  of  the  Armenian  Orthodox  Church, 
during  a  recent  pastoral  visit  to  the  area.  (Episcopal  News  Service  photo 
by  James  Solheim) 


peaceful  life,  freedom  for  their  children,  no  more 
soldiers  beating  Palestinians.  "Without  hope  I 
would  move  away,"  said  a  young  woman. 

They  urged  Mrs.  Griswold  to  share  their  hopes 
with  Christians  in  America.  "Tell  them  who  we  are 
and  remind  them  that  there  are  Christians  here  in 
the  land  where  Jesus  lived.  .  .  .  We  want  to  live 
without  war  but  we  cannot  do  this  by  ourselves  .  .  . 
Help  us  keep  the  church  alive  because  we  have  a 
mission,  a  witness." 

In  response,  Mrs.  Griswold  said  that  she  was 
convinced  that  they  could  change  the  world  with 
their  stories.  "And  we  will  be  back." 

The  road  to  peace  is  twisted 

"I  want  a  happy  neighbor,  not  a  hungry 
neighbor,"  said  President  Ezer  Weizman  in 
welcoming  the  group  to  his  office  in  Jerusalem. 
When  the  presiding  bishop  observed  that  the  visit 
came  at  "a  very  significant  time,  with  the 
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precariousness  of  the  peace  process,"  the  president 
said  that  he  was  convinced  that  the  Israelis  and 
Palestinians  could  find  a  way  of  "sharing  and 
living  together." 

Weizman  admitted  his  concern  with  the  stalled 
peace  process,  observing  that  "the  road  to  peace  is 
very  twisted."  Yet  his  cautious  optimism  was 
based  on  the  fact  that  everyone  has  so  much  at 
stake." 

"It  has  taken  50  years  to  make  a  nation,"  the 
president  said,  but  "for  now  the  main  task  is  to 
move  to  settle  the  problems  with  the  Palestinians." 
The  economic  links  may  provide  a  way  to  draw 
both  sides  closer  together,  he  suggested.  "Charily 
begins  at  home.  We  must  take  care  of  the  needs  of 
the  Arabs." 

The  president's  comments  echoed  an  earlier 
conversation  with  Jerusalem's  ebullient  mayor, 
Ehud  Olmert,  who  said  that  the  city  was  "the  most 
inspiring  and  exciting  place  in  the  universe."  Even 
though  it  was  never  "a  city  of  peace,  that  is  our 
dream."  He  outlined  what  he  called  a  growing 
partnership  in  building  the  city. 

The  city's  strength,  however,  is  based  on  its 
unity.  "Jerusalem  won't  be  shared  politically" 
because  the  Jews  have  "a  political  history  going 
back  3000  years"  while  the  Palestinians  "have  no 
political  history  in  the  city." 

Living  stones 

In  sermons  at  St.  George's  Cathedral  in 
Jerusalem,  the  presiding  bishop  reminded  a  diverse 
congregation  that  they  were  all  "pilgrims  in  this 
holy  place,  this  holy  land."  Yet  he  warned  against 
becoming  "fixed  on  echoes  of  the  past"  and  urged 
them  to  remember  that  "Christ  is  here.  Christ  is 
the  living  presence,"  represented  by  the  small 
Christian  community,  which  he  called  "the  living 
stones." 

Griswold  described  Jerusalem  as  "a  sacrament 
of  division"  since  "every  conflict  is  in  some  way 
represented  in  the  life  of  this  holy  city."  And  yet 
the  fractured  humanity  so  apparent  in  the  city 
cannot  obscure  "the  vision  of  peace  represented  by 
Jerusalem.  When  that  vision  is  made  concrete  in 
human  relationships,  when  the  conflicts  are 
resolved,  then  the  divisions  will  be  resolved,  and 
we  will  all  be  bound  together  in  peace  and  justice." 

"As  a  sign  and  symbol  of  the  world's 
conflicts,"  he  added,  "when  peace  comes  here  it 
will  come  everywhere." 

Issues  in  sharper  relief 

Even  though  it  was  his  fourth  visit  to  the 
Middle  East,  Bishop  Griswold  said  that  the  issues 
were  in  "sharper  relief  this  time  because  of  his 
wider  contacts  with  political  leaders  and  with  the 
Palestinian  community. 

In  an  interview  at  the  end  of  the  visit,  he  said 
that  he  was  struck  by  the  "universal  concern  over 
the  decline  of  the  indigenous  Christian 
population."  Yet  the  situation  seemed  to  be 
drawing  the  church  leaders  closer  together.  He 
based  his  conclusion  on  visits  with  the  leaders  of  a 
half  dozen  churches.  He  cited  the  agreement,  after 


many  years  of  argument,  by 
the  churches  with 
jurisdiction  over  the  Church 
of  the  Holy  Sepulchre  to  fix 
the  dome,  "a  good  sign  and 
symbol  of  their  willingness 
to  seek  a  common  mind." 

Yet  the  presiding  bishop 
admitted  that  he  was 
surprised  and  alarmed  by 
the  "hopelessness  expressed 
over  the  stymied  peace 
process  —  and  the  growing 
fear  that,  if  the  process 
doesn't  move  in  a  positive 
direction,  there  will  be 
violence  and  destructive 
rage,  further  polarizing  the 
population." 

Bishop  Griswold  is 
encouraged  that  there  are 
Jewish  leaders  who  are 
concerned  about  the  plight 
of  the  Palestinians  and 
strong  supporters  of  the 
peace  process,  both  in  the 
United  States  and  the 
Middle  East.  "There  are 
some  heroic  efforts  to 

bridge  the  gap  and  make  Israel  a  place  of  justice." 
During  a  shabbat  dinner  with  a  rabbi  who  is  very 
active  in  the  political  life  of  Israel,  he  found  that 
they  shared  a  deep  concern  for  the  Palestinians  and 
the  search  for  peace. 

"Being  here  makes  some  of  our  domestic 
controversies  pale  in  comparison  because  these 
people  are  dealing  with  survival  issues,"  the 
presiding  bishop  said. 

Depths  of faith 

Phoebe  Griswold  added  that  she  had  "never 
really  heard  this  story  before,  that  a  people  could 
face  annihilation,  that  a  political  leader  could  say 
that  the  Palestinians  have  no  history,  that  they 
could  think  that  they  are  a  people  with  no  song  to 
sing,  no  stories  to  tell ....  Yet  through  their 
suffering  the  Palestinians  have  found  a  depth  of 
faith  that  few  of  us  have  experienced." 

"At  this  point  of  transition  in  leadership  it  is 
important  to  remind  them  of  our  consistent  concern 
as  a  church,"  the  presiding  bishop  said.  He 
expressed  gratitude  for  the  ministry  of  Ed  and  Patti 
Browning  in  the  region,  "the  rock  on  which  this 
visit  was  built."  (The  former  presiding  bishop  will 
serve  as  a  chaplain  at  St.  George's  College  for 
three  months  this  winter,  according  to  Bishop  Bob 
Jones,  dean  of  the  college.) 

Both  the  presiding  bishop  and  Phoebe  agreed 
that  their  "enthusiastic  reception  had  been 
strengthening,  a  clear  sign  of  hope.  Our  visit 
reminds  them  that  they  have  not  been  forgotten." 
"It  is  clear  in  our  conversation  with  political  and 
religious  leaders  that  they  know  who  we  are  and 
our  church's  position  on  the  issues  and  that  they 
expect  us  to  support  efforts  for  peace,"  said  the 


Presiding  Bishop  Frank  T.  Griswold  and  his  wife  Phoebe  pause  outside 
the  Damascus  Gate  to  the  Old  City  of  Jerusalem  during  a  pastoral  visit 
to  the  church  in  the  Middle  East.  (Episcopal  News  Service  photo 
bv  James  Solheim) 


Rev.  Brian  Grieves,  the  church's  peace  and  justice 
officer  and  staff  support  on  the  pastoral  visit. 

—  James  Solheim  is  the  Episcopal  Church  s  director  of  news  and 
information. 
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Ordinary  Time 

by  David  E.  Crean 

The  season  after  Trinity  Sunday  .  .  .  the  season 
after  Pentecost . .  .whatever  it's  called,  it  is  the 
longest  Season  of  the  Church  year  and  it's  now 
designated,  as  those  familiar  with  the  Catechesis  of 
the  Good  Shepherd  will  recognize,  as  ordinary 
time. 

That's  an  odd  word  to  use —  ordinary. 
Synonyms  include  common,  commonplace,  usual, 
average,  customary,  standard,  normal,  everyday, 
routine,  familiar,  typical,  conventional,  traditional, 
habitual,  unexceptional,  stereotyped,  run-of-the- 
mill,  mediocre,  unimpressive,  uninspired, 
unimaginative,  pedestrian,  so-so,  uninteresting, 
dull,  humdrum,  unimportant,  inconsequential, 
insignificant,  trivial. 

In  ordinary  time  there  are  no  babies  in  stables 
with  boisterous  angels  singing  alleluias.  There  are 
no  doves  descending,  or  even  tongues  of  fire. 
There  are  no  really  exciting,  earth-shattering  events 
happening  —  no  triumphal  entry  into  Jerusalem, 
no  great  con-frontations,  no  betrayal,  no  trial,  no 
cross,  no  empty  tomb.  It's  ordinary  time.  It's 
routine.  Nothing  much  happens. 

It's  summertime  and  the  livin'  is  easy.  It's  a 
lazy  time,  a  time  to  find  God  on  the  golf  course. 
It's  a  time  to  relax,  to  take  things  easy.  There's  no 
real  agenda,  God's  on  vacation.  It's  ordinary  time 
and  nothing  much  is  happening. 

But  something  is  happening.  There  are  hungry 
people  to  be  fed,  sick  people  to  be  visited, 
homeless  people  to  be  sheltered,  strangers  to  be 
welcomed.  There  are  prayers  to  be  offered,  praises 
to  be  sung,  thanks  to  be  given.  Ordinary  time  is  the 
time  when  the  Church  gets  down  to  business  —  to 
some  good,  solid  work.  The  liturgical  color 
changes.  Dorothy  Sayers  in  one  of  her  mystery 
novels  (Unnatural  Death)  says  that  this  is  the  time 
when  the  church  doffs  its  finery  and  puts  on  its 
workaday  green.  It's  the  time  to  buckle  down  to 
work  —  work  that  is  no  less  valuable  for  being 
commonplace  or  everyday  or  ordinary. 

So  it  is  with  our  spiritual  lives.  There  is  no  pre- 
paration here  for  some  great  event,  as  with  Advent 
or  Lent,  or  even  Epiphany.  It  is  a  time  like  that  ex- 
perienced by  the  children  of  Israel  in  the  desert. 
Then  there  was  no  agenda,  simply  a  call  to  be  faith- 
ful, to  trust.  That's  ordinary  time  —  a  time 
between  times,  liminal  time,  time  to  change. 

Ordinary  time  is  that  time  when  we  are  called 
upon  to  pay  attention  to  what's  happening  to  our- 
selves. There  are  no  distractions  and  we  can 
concen-trate,  really  concentrate,  on  what  God  is 
saying  to  us.  We  can  "be  still  and  know  that  God  is 
God"  (Psalm  46:11). 

Ordinary  time  is  a  time  for  us  to  refresh  our- 
selves spiritually.  We  can  explore  new  disciplines. 


We  can,  for  example,  go  to 
the  beach  and  learn  to  pray 
with  the  tides.  Or  we  can  go 
to  the  mountains  and  learn 
to  "lift  up  our  eyes  to  the 
hills"  and  to  recognize  from 
whence  comes  our  help 
(Psalm  121:1). 

Yes,  ordinary  time  is  the 
time  when  we  can  refresh 
ourselves  and  prepare 
ourselves  in  body,  mind  and 
spirit.  Ordinary  time  is  a 
time  when  we  can  truly 
pray,  "with  the  Spirit's  gifts 
empower  us  for  the  work  of 
ministry"  (Hymn  528). 

Grant  to  us,  Lord,  we 
pray,  the  spirit  to  think  and 
do  always  those  things  that 
are  right,  that  we,  who 
cannot  exist  without  you, 
may  by  you  be  enabled  to 
live  according  to  your  will; 
through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord,  who  lives  and  reigns 
with  you  and  the  Holy 
Spirit,  one  God,  for  ever 
and  ever.  Amen.  (Proper 
Collect  14;  the  Sunday 
closest  to  August  10) 


Summer  Quiet  Day 

Slow  Down  in  Prayer 


"Prayer  is  as  natural  as 
breathing  and,  perhaps,  no 
more  difficult  than  walking," 
says  The  Rev.  Phillip  Glick, 
leader  of  the  mid-summer 
Quiet  Day.  "Yet  even  with 
breathing  we  must  at  times 
slow  down  and  breath  more 
deeply,  and  even  people  who 
spend  the  day  on  their  feet  go 
out  for  a  walk  in  the  early 
morning  hours  or  in  the 
evening  as  the  sun  sets." 

Glick,  the  rector  of  St. 
Thomas'  in  Ahoskie  looks 
forward  to  the  summer  quiet 
day  on  Thursday,  July  23  at 
Trinity  Center  from  9:00  a.m. 
to  4:00  p.m.  He  sees  it  as  a 
time  to  slow  down,  breath 


deeply  and  to  take  long  walks, 
all  in  prayer. 

During  the  day,  Glick  will 
lead  two  meditations,  hold 
morning  and  noonday  prayers 
and  celebrate  a  closing 
Eucharist.  Spiritual  direction 
will  also  be  available. 

To  register  contact  Cynthia 
Pollock  at  the  diocesan  house, 
252/522-0885  or  888/622- 
4778.  A  registration  fee  of 
$12  will  be  collected  upon 
arrival  at  the  Quiet  Day.  If 
rooms  are  available  at  Trinity 
Center,  you  may  come  the 
evening  before.  These 
reservations  can  also  be  made 
with  Mrs.  Pollock. 


JUNE  1998 

Cr*ss 

Current 

Diocese  Hosts 
Trinity  Center  Conferences 

Clergy  Conference 


Retired  clergy  and  spouses  enjoy  a  round  of  aquarium  jeopardy. 


Category:  Jewels  of  the  Diocese 

Answer:  A  group  greatly  appreciated  by  the  diocese. 

Question:  Who  are  retired  clergy  and  spouses? 

Secretaries  Conference 


Nancy  Higham,  Wanda  Butler,  and  Jim  Sims  relax  with  Bishop 
Daniel  during  the  Secretaries  Conference. 


Diocesan 


warn?  i  diocesan 

V  Calendar 


June 

Standing  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  1 1  a.m. 

Episcopal  Consultative  Commission  Overnight,  Trinity  Center 

Convention  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  10  a.m. 

St.  Paul's,  Greenville,  Staff  Retreat,  Trinity  Center 

Adventurers  Camp  Volunteer  Training,  Trinity  Center 

Adventurers  Camp,  Trinity  Center 

Elderhostel,  Trinity  Center 

Explorers  II  Camp,  Trinity  Center 

July 

Discoverers  II  Camp,  Trinity  Center 
Explorers  II  Camp,  Trinity  Center 

Church  of  the  Advent,  Williamston  Parish  Family  Retreat,  Trinity  Center 
Lambeth  Conference 
Quiet  Day,  Trinity  Center 
Discoverers  III  Camp,  Trinity  Center 

August 

St.  John's,  Wilmington,  Youth  Leaders,  Trinity  Center 

St.  James  the  Fisherman,  Shallotte,  Choir  Retreat,  Trinity  Center 

Discoverers  IV  Camp,  Trinity  Center 

St.  John's,  Fayetteville,  Parish  Family  Retreat,  Trinity  Center 

Elderhostel,  Trinity  Center 

Standing  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  1 1  a.m. 

ECW  Board  Retreat,  Trinity  Center 

ECW  Annual  Luncheon,  Trinity  Center 

Church  Music  Conference,  Trinity  Center 

Youth  Commission  Retreat,  Diocesan  House 

Festival  Eucharist  with  Diocesan  Choir,  Trinity  Center 

Trinity  Center  Board  of  Visitors,  Trinity  Center 

Elderhostel,  Trinity  Center 

September 

Missionary  Outreach  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  10  a.m. 

St.  Paul's  in  Pines,  Fayetteville,  Parish  Family  Retreat,  Trinity  Center 

Elderhostel,  Trinity  Center 

Executive  Council,  Diocesan  House 

Church  of  the  Servant,  Wilmington,  Parish  Family  Retreat 

Holy  Trinity,  Hampstead,  Parish  Family  Retreat,  Trinity  Center 

Elderhostel,  Trinity  Center 


The  Bishop's  Visitation  Schedule 

June  14  Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville 

June  2 1  Holy  Trinity,  Hertford 

June  28  St.  Thomas',  Oriental 

Sept.  1 3  Holy  Cross,  Aurora 

Sept.  20  St.  Joseph's,  Fayetteville 

Sept.  27  St.  Augustine's,  Kinston 


16 
17-18 
19 

21-  22 
21 

22-  26 

28-  7/3 

29-  7/6 


8-14 

16-  22 

17-  19 

18-  8/9 
23 

15-31 


1-  2 

2-  3 
2-8 
7-9 

9-14 
18 

19-  20 
20 

20-  23 

21-  23 
23 

28-30 
30-9/4 


3 
4-6 
6-11 
11 

11-13 
11-13 
13-18 
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Dread  of  Bonnie  Worse 
Than  Storm's  Impact 


by  Alicia  Alford 

As  hurricane  Bonnie  meandered  toward  the 
coast  of  North  Carolina,  East  Carolinians  from 
Southport  to  Southern  Shores  boarded  up  windows, 
stock  piled  drinking  water,  checked  flashlight 
batteries  and  waited. 

The  waiting  began  on  Wednesday,  August  26 
and,  for  some,  was  not  over  until  Friday,  August  28 

"Waiting  was  the  hard  part,"  explained  the  Rev. 
Charles  VonRosenberg,  rector  of  St.  James'  in 
Wilmington.  "The  hurricanes  from  two  years  ago 
affected  all  of  us.  A  feeling  of  dread  crept  in  as 
people  anticipated  the  storm." 

The  waiting  did  not  just  proceed  the  storm,  but 
continued  as  the  storm  made  landfall.  The  storm 
made  a  direct  hit  on  the  coastal  area  around 
Shallotte  and  Southport  on  Wednesday,  August  26. 
The  storm  then  stalled  and  hung  around  moving 
slowly  north  through  Wilmington,  Jacksonville, 
New  Bern  and  Oriental.  It  eventually  reached 
Nags  Head  on  Friday  after  being  downgraded  to  a 
tropical  storm. 


Waiting  worse  than 
aftermath 

All  along  the  coast 
and  as  far  inland  as 
Clinton,  Kinston,  and 
Greenville,  thousands  of 
people  were  evacuated 
as  Bonnie  made  her 
presence  known.  But  in 
all  these  areas,  residents 
reported  that  the  waiting  and  the  dread  of  the 
storm's  aftermath  was  far  worse  than  the  damage 
she  inflicted. 

In  Southport,  where  the  eye  came  ashore,  the 
Rev.  Bob  Beasley  reported  that  residents  were  very 
lucky.  In  his  opinion  "there  was  a  lot  of  hype  from 
news  sources  and  rescue  workers."  Beasley  felt 
many  people  were  needlessly  moved  from  their 
homes  during  the  storm. 

Further  up  the  road  in  Shallotte,  about  50 
people  who  were  evacuated  from  area  beaches, 


Trinity  Center  s  deck  left  hanging  after  Bonnie  causes  further  erosion. 


gathered  in  the  parish  hall  of  St.  James'  the 
Fisherman  to  ride  out  the  storm.  While  most  of  the 
people  who  spent  Wednesday  and  Thursday  nights 
were  parishioners,  the  church  welcomed  all. 
Unlike  local  shelters,  they  even  allowed  pets. 
Those  gathered  spent  their  time  playing  cards, 
board  games,  eating  and  visiting  the  church  library. 

Leanne  Earney,  the  parish  coordinator,  reported 
that  all  those  staying  in  the  parish  hall  remained  in 


iji  "Bonnie"  con't  on  page  1 3 


New  Teen  Center  Offers  a  Safe  Alternative 


by  Gary  Fulton  and  Vicki  Peterson 

QUESTION:  What  do  you  get  when  you 
cross  an  abandoned  volunteer  fire  department 
building  with  a  caring  community  concerned 
about  the  effects  of  alcohol  abuse  on  their 
young  people? 

ANSWER:  The  Northside  High  Teen 
Center  in  Bath. 


998 
Camp 
Trinity 


BATH  —  The  parents  in  the  Northside  Parent 
Support  Group  had  witnessed  school  expulsions, 
auto  accidents,  young  people  in  treatment  for 
substance  abuse,  and  two  alcohol-related  traffic 
fatalities.  They  were  painfully  aware  that  their 
community,  Eastern  Beaufort  County,  offered  no 
safe  haven  for  their  children.  With  the  Rev. 
Gary  Fulton,  rector  of  St.  Thomas,  Bath,  they 
explored  their  need  for  a  safe,  alcohol  and  drug 


free  space  where  young  people  could  gather 
when  they  were  out  of  school.  They  hit  upon  the 
idea  for  a  teen  center. 

While  the  group  was  investigating  the 
feasibility  of  relocating  and  renovating  a  small, 
dilapidated  building  offered  by  the  state,  the  old 
Bath  Volunteer  Fire  Department  building  came 


ijl  "New  Teen  Center"  con't  on  page  2 


—  9-11 


from 
Lambeth 


i 


Spiritual 
Corner 


The  Episcopal  Church 

IN  THE  ANGLICAN  COMMUNION 


A  global  community 
of  70  million  Anglicans 
in  36  member  churches/ 
provinces. 


ARCHBISHOP  OF  CANTERBURY 

The  Most  Rev.  and  Rt.  Hon.  George  Carey 

Lambeth  Palace.  London,  England  SE 1  7JU 
Anglican  Consultative  Council,  14  Great  Peter  Sheet, 
London,  England  SW 1 P  3NQ 

Episcopal  Seat:  Canterbury  Cathedral 


v 

■ 

IN  THE  UNITED  STATES 

A  community  of  2.5  million 
members  in  1 18  dioceses  in 
the  Americas  and  abroad. 
Established  1  789. 

PRESIDING  BISHOP 

The  Most  Rev.  Frank  T.  Griswold 


Episcopal  Church  Center,  8 1 5  Second  Avenue, 
New  York,  NY  10017,  (212)  867-8400 

Episcopal  Seat:  Washington  National  Cathedral, 
Mount  St.  Alban,  Washington,  B.C.  20016 


IN  THE  DIOCESE 
OF  EAST  CAROLINA 

A  community  of  over  14,137 
communicants  in  70  churches. 
Founded  in  1883. 

BISHOP 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel.  3rd 


Diocesan  Office,  705  Doctors  Drive,  P.O.  Box  1336, 
Kinston,  NC  28503 

Telephone:  888/622-4778 
Fax:  919/523-5272 
Email:  diocese.ec@coastalnet.com 


VISIT  THE  DIOCESAN  WEBSITE  AT 

http://www4.coastalnet.com/community_orgs/religious_orgs/diocese 


Cr*ss  Current 


EDITOR 

Alicia  Alford 

Cross  Current's  purpose  is  to  communicate  how  we  are  keeping 
the  Cross  current  in  our  daily  lives  and  in  the  ministries  of  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina. 

To  contribute  material  or  ideas  contact  the  editor  at  1119 
Hendricks  Ave.,  Jacksonville,  NC  28540,  (910)  938-1017.  Fax 
(910)938-3415 

Deadline:  Tenth  of  each  month  preceding  month  of  publication 

Subscriptions  &  Contributions  :  Every  household  with 
members  of  an  Episcopal  Church  in  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina  should  receive  a  Cross  Current  free  of  charge.  Cross 
Current  is  sent  to  households  outside  the  diocese  upon  request. 
Cross  Cuirent  does  accept  contributions  to  help  cover  printing 
and  mailing  costs.  These  may  be  sent  to  The  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina,  P.O.  Box  1 336,  Kinston,  NC  28503.  Please  contact 
the  editor  for  information  on  Cross  Current  on  audio  cassette. 


Change  of  address:  Send  to  Cross  Current,  1 1 19  Hendricks 
Ave.,  Jacksonville,  NC  28540.  Please  note  the  name  of  your 
church  with  the  address  change  and  include  the  mailing  label. 


iff  "New  Teen  Center"  con't  from  page  1 

on  the  market.  Dr.  Ira  Hardy,  a  St. Thomas 
parishioner,  purchased  the  building  and  gave  it  to 
the  church  for  the  new  center. 

Next,  a  24-member  Board  of  Directors  was 
formed  to  represent  the  interests  of  the  Belhaven, 
Pantego  and  Bath  communities.  The  board 
members  are  adults  and  teenagers,  African 
Americans  and  Anglos,  males  and  females, 
students,  teachers,  counselors,  clergy,  and 
business  people,  all  of  whom  share  the  goal  of 
creating  a  safe  port  for  community  youth. 

After  learning  from  the  county  inspectors  of 
the  extensive  renovations  required  to  make  the 
building  meet  standards,  the  board  immediately 
set  about  seeking  funding  for  their  project. 
According  to  Fulton,  they  have  been  awarded  a 
$13,500  grant  from  the  United  Thank  Offering, 
and  a  $10,000  Creative  Christian  Stewardship 
grant  from  the  diocese.  Chuck  Wheeler  of  St. 
Thomas  donated  $5,000  to  the  project,  and  an 
additional  $200  was  received  from  the  Bath 
Christian  Church  Youth  Group.  On  June  7,  a 


carnival,  complete  with  WITN-TV  news 
personality  Gary  Dean  in  the  dunking  booth, 
netted  another  $3,  000.  In  addition,  local 
contractors  have  volunteered  their  expertise  and 
materials  at  cost,  and  residents  have  offered  to 
pound  nails,  paint,  and  fix  up. 

Teenagers  on  the  Board  have  suggested  that 
the  ground  floor  be  designated  as  a  senior  center. 
Other  members  hope  that  eventually  a  classical 
music  station  will  mount  a  "translator"  on  the 
property's  150'  radio  tower,  so  that  the  station 
will  be  used  by  local  students  and  will  bring 
Suzuki  violin  training  from  ECU  into  the 
community. 

The  primary  goal  of  the  Northside  High  Teen 
Center  remains  strong  in  the  hearts  of  local 
residents:  to  give  the  community's  youth  a  space 
where  they  can  relax  from  the  pressures  that  are 
all  too  evident  in  the  world  around  them.  As 
one  mother  puts  it,  "If  we  can  save  one  child's 
life,  it  will  be  worth  it!" 


Public  Invited  to  Celebrate 
with  the  Chapel  of  the  Cross, 
Chapel  Hill 

CHAPEL  HILL  —  The  Chapel  of 
the  Cross  in  Chapel  Hill  will 
celebrate  the  150th  anniversary  of  the 
consecration  of  its  chapel  with  a 
service  of  Holy  Eucharist  at  7:00 
p.m.  on  Sunday,  October  18. 

Because  North  Carolina  was  one 
diocese  at  the  time  of  the  chapel's 
consecration  and  because  the  chapel 
is  a  focus  of  ministry  to  UNC 
students  from  the  entire  state,  all 
three  North  Carolina  diocesan 
bishops  will  participate  in  the 
service. 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Robert  Johnson  of 
North  Carolina  will  preside,  assisted 
by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd  of 
East  Carolina  and  the  Rt.  Rev.  Robert 
H.  Johnson  of  Western  North 
Carolina. 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Peter  James  Lee  of  Virginia,  the  only  living  former  rector  of  the  parish, 
will  preach. 

The  public  is  invited  and  contributions  for  the  renovation  of  the  chapel  will  be  gratefully 
received.  The  mailing  address  is  Chapel  of  the  Cross,  304  E.  Franklin  St.,  Chapel  Hill,  NC 
275 14.  Please  indicate  that  your  gift  is  for  renovations. 
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From  the 


Bishop 


Discovering  the  Many  Secrets  of  Adventurers  Camp 


Dear  friends  in  Christ, 

During  the  last  week  of  June,  I  discovered  one 
of  the  secrets  of  our  diocesan  life  and  ministry  that 
takes  place  each  summer  at  Camp  Trinity.  It's 
called  Adventurers  Camp. 

For  a  week  each  summer,  about  40  other-abled 
campers,  both  teens  and  adults,  are  treated  to  a 
wonderful  week  of  camp  life.  These  campers,  who 
have  a  variety  of  impairments,  are  paired  one-on- 
one  with  members  of  the  permanent  staff  at  Camp 
Trinity  and  volunteers  from  all  over  the  diocese. 

Some  of  the  campers  are  in  wheelchairs,  some 
have  difficulty  speaking,  but  that  doesn't  dampen 
their  enthusiasm  and  enjoyment  of  a  full  range  of 
camp  activities  and  experiences. 

One  experience  that  brought  tears  to  my  eyes 
was  to  watch  all  the  campers,  staff  and  volunteers 
head  out  for  an  afternoon  on  the  beach.  To  get  to 
the  ocean's  edge  at  Trinity  Center,  one  must 
navigate  a  steep  set  of  stairs  that  lead  from  the  top 
of  the  sand  dunes  down  to  the  beach. 

One  by  one,  the  campers  who  could  walk  made 
their  way  down  with  the  assistance  of  staff  and 
volunteers.  Those  who  could  not  walk  were  placed 
on  a  special  carrying  chair,  strapped  in  and 
carefully  carried  down  the  stairs  by  sturdy  staff 
members. 

For  some  of  the  campers,  this  was  their  first 
experience  of  the  ocean,  and  what  fun  they  had. 
Some  played  games  on  the  beach,  others  splashed 
around  at  the  water's  edge,  and  others  sat  quietly, 
lost  in  the  wonder  of  the  sea. 

The  afternoon  over,  the  long  climb  back  up  the 
stairs  began  as  they  were  taken  up  one  by  one  by 
staff  and  volunteers. 

The  other  memorable  moment  for  me  was  the 
great  talent  show  on  the  last  night  of  camp.  Some 
campers  sang,  others  danced,  one  recited  an 
original  poem,  others  put  on  a  skit.  All  of  us  sang, 
clapped  our  hands,  laughed,  cried  and  cheered  the 
efforts  and  accomplishments  of  these  remarkable 
people. 

Beyond  the  spirit  and  spunk  of  these  37 
extraordinary  campers  with  such  big  hearts  and 
sturdy  spirits,  two  other  groups  of  people  stood  out 
for  me  during  those  days. 

The  first  group  is  the  outstanding  cadre  of 
young  adults  who  make  up  the  summer  staff  at 
Camp  Trinity.  For  the  most  part,  the  staff  members 
are  college-age  young  adults  who  give  of 
themselves  in  ways  that  are  loving,  generous  and 
energetic.  Throughout  the  summer,  they  work  with 
a  total  of  some  600  campers. 

Giving  Thanks 

I  don't  know  of  many  other  places  where  one 


The  1998  Camp  Trinity  Staff. 


can  go  to  find  such  a 
group  of  caring  people 
gathered  in  one  place. 
All  are  dedicated  to  the 
care  of  youth  within  the 
context  of  a  Christian 
community  gathered  for 
a  week  of  fun  and  activity 
in  a  camp  setting. 

I  applaud  and  give 
thanks  for  each  one  of 
them  for  their  commit- 
ment, dedication  and 
generous  self-giving  as 
part  of  our  diocesan 
ministry  to  and  with 
youth. 

They  are:  Penn  Perry; 
Julie  Lane;  Carol  Taylor; 
Adam  Livengood; 
Jennifer  Smith;  Mark 
Powell;  Anne  Randall; 
Elizabeth  Pegram;  Monte 
Mills;  Becky  Temple; 
Edward  Perry;  Danny 
Alger;  Matt  Motteler; 

Katie  Bradbury;  Erin  Peterson;  Austin  Motteler; 
Judy  Glick;  Toby  Toppins;  Katie  McRae; 
Charleigh  Barr;  Hunter  Jones;  John  Acee;  Matt 
Vaughn;  and  Ginger  Powell. 

The  second  group  is  at  least  as  remarkable  as 
the  first.  These  are  the  volunteers  who  come  each 
summer  to  Adventurers  Camp  to  be  paired  with  a 
special-needs  camper.  Some  of  these  people  are 
adults  like  Harry  Douglas  of  Holy  Cross,  Aurora, 
who  has  volunteered  each  year  for  the  past  nine 
years.  Others  are  teenagers  like  Elizabeth  Daniel 
of  St.  Paul's,  Greenville  who  stepped  in  to  fill  a 
place  left  by  a  volunteer  unable  to  come  at  the  last 
minute.  These  two  are  representatives  of  those 
volunteers  named  below,  all  of  whom  are  such 
wonderful  examples  of  servant  ministry  and  for 
whose  generous  self-giving  all  of  us  in  East 
Carolina  can  give  thanks. 

They  are:  Mary  Burchette;  Suzanna  Berg; 
Caitlyn  Willis;  Anne  Glick;  Kate  Carpenter;  Hank 
Funderburke;  Matt  Sloan;  Tiffany  Walters;  Bryan 
Mclntyre;  Raoul  Clements;  Vicki  Peterson; 
Kathryn  Glick;  Megan  Whitley;  Hollins  Gause; 
Anna  Arnett;  Chris  Yoakum;  Charlie  Boisky;  Catie 
Harrell;  Reme  Fullwood;  Emily  Anderson;  David 
Frederiksen;  The  Rev.  Phil  Glick;  Janet  Ensign; 
Judy  Covington;  Liz  Stroff;  James  Glick;  Ashton 
Fox;  Fuller  Parham;  Janie  Finnan;  and  Powell 
Bland. 


Sharing  the  Secret 

That's  the  secret  of  Adventurers  Camp  and 
Camp  Trinity  that  I  discovered.  This  dedicated, 
happy  band  of  campers,  staff  and  volunteers  who 
came  and  lived  together  for  a  week  in  a  camp 
session  that  exemplified  the  hallmarks  of  Christian 
community  —  love,  acceptance  of  our  differences 
and  similarities,  affirmation,  servanthood  and  self- 
giving,  recognition  and  celebration  of  the  Risen 
Lord  in  our  midst,  and  joy —  always  a  sign  of  the 
presence  of  God. 

There's  another  secret  behind  that  one.  Like 
the  first  secret,  I  hope  that  neither  one  remains 
hidden. 

It's  the  open  secret  that  all  Christians  know  and 
proclaim —  the  joy  and  deep  peace  that  comes 
from  living  one's  life  in  the  presence  of  our 
resurrected  Lord;  spending  ourselves  by  following 
in  his  footsteps  of  servanthood,  footsteps  that  lead 
to  a  deep  hope  and  eternal  life. 

Now  that's  a  secret  that  should  not  be  kept  to 
oneself!  The  only  way  to  hold  on  to  it  is  to  share  it 
with  others. 

May  God  give  to  each  of  us  in  this  diocese  the 
courage  and  strength  to  shout  this  Good  News  from 
the  rooftops  of  our  lives. 

Faithfully, 
Clifton  Daniel,  3rd 
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Cabin  Tug-of-War  during  Field  Events. 


Excellent  Staff,  Volunteers  and  Campers  Combine 
for  Successful  1998  Camp  Trinity 

by  Carol  Taylor 

PINE  KNOLL  SHORES  —  Moments  of  awe  are  daily  experiences  at  Camp 
Trinity  and  this  summer  was  no  different.  This  year  622  campers 
participated  in  the  1998  camping  season,  which  lasted  from  May  30  to 
August  8. 

Days  were  filled  with  singing,  Christian  education,  worship,  shareshops, 
swimming,  cabin  clean-up  competitions,  sailing,  arts  and  crafts,  challenge 
course  activities,  marshing,  canoeing,  carnivals,  water  festivals,  cabin  field 
events,  twilight  swims,  beach  games,  movie  nights,  pavilion  picnics,  dances, 
talent  shows  and  more. 

The  experienced  1 998  camp  staff  members  leading  the  activities  were  all 
previous  campers  themselves  or  had  been  involved  in  youth  ministry  in 
some  manner.  A  few  of  the  members  were  serving  on  the  staff  for  their 
second,  fourth  and  sixth  years.  (For  a  listing  of  staff  names,  see  the  bishop's 
letter  on  p.  3). 

The  staff  provided  love,  care  and  guidance  to  all  the  campers.  They 
were  not  called  to  a  job,  but  to  a  ministry  with  the  children  of  Camp  Trinity. 
Their  leadership  is  a  blessing  to  the  camping  program  and  to  the  diocese. 

The  chaplains  who  lead  the  children  weekly  in  Christian  education 
teaching  and  worship  are  also  to  be  credited  for  the  outstanding  season. 
They  were:  the  Rev.  Ron  Abrams,  Holy  Trinity,  Fayettville;  Anne  Bustard, 
Christ  Church,  New  Bern;  the  Rev.  Phil  Glick,  St.  Thomas1,  Ahoskie;  Mrs. 
Vicki  Peterson,  St.  Timothy's,  Greenville;  the  Rev.  Barbara  Chaffee,  St. 
Thomas',  Windsor;  the  Rev.  Tom  Chaffee,  St.  Mary's,  Gatesville;  the  Rev. 
Pamela  Stringer,  St.  Paul's,  Clinton;  the  Rev.  Charles  Gill,  St.  Andrew's-by- 
the-Sea,  Nags  Head;  the  Rev.  Sean  Cavanaugh,  St.  Andrew's,  Wilmington; 
and  Molly  and  Eric  Stoffregen,  Pittsboro. 

Of  the  39  Adventurers  campers  attending  this  summer,  half  were 
Episcopalians.  Many  of  the  campers  have  been  attending  for  ten  or  more 
years  and  the  camp  is  a  wonderful  reunion  for  them. 

The  Adventurers  session  is  for  campers  with  mental  or  physical 
handicaps.  During  the  session,  each  camper  is  matched  with  a  volunteer 
companion.  The  camp  was  fortunate  to  have  an  increase  in  males  among 
the  27  volunteers  who  helped  with  the  session.  More  male  volunteers  are 
always  needed  because  of  the  a  large  number  of  male  campers 
that  attend. 

One  of  the  biggest  differences  for  the  1998  season  was  the 
completion  of  the  construction  at  Trinity  Center.  The  new 
buildings,  field  and  conference  swimming  pool  made  a  huge 
impact  on  the  camping  program.  The  camp  used  the  Sharpe 
Assembly  Building  throughout  the  summer  for  a  variety  of 
activities.  The  newly  refurbished  field  provided  a  marvelous 
addition  to  the  sporting  program.  It  added  greatly  needed  space 
for  games.  Being  able  to  house  the  summer  staff  in  the  lagoon 
housing  provided  an  additional  sense  of  security  and 
convenience. 

The  most  important  element  of  the  entire  summer  program, 
however,  was  the  children.  The  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  is 
blessed  by  the  ministry  and  experiences  shared  among  our 
children  each  summer.  Thanks  to  all  who  believe  in  this  ministry 
and  share  their  wonderful  children  with  this  community. 

—  Carol  Taylor  is  the  Director  of  Summer  Camps. 


Fayetteville  Mission  Team  Leaves  Footprints  in  Puerto  Rico 


FAYETTEVILLE —  After  much  planning,  fund 
raising,  and  coordination,  the  1998  Fayetteville  Mission 
Team  arrived  safely  in  Maricao,  Puerto  Rico  on  June  17. 
An  advance  team  of  three  —  Kitty  Kramer,  the  Rev. 
Martha  Honaker,  and  Deacon  Dave  Davis  —  arrived 
June  15th  to  set  up  a  living  area  and  make  arrangements 
for  the  team's  work  project.  The  remaining  seven 
members  —  Sarah  Craig,  Pat  Davis,  Eileen  Merritt, 
Maggie  Nance,  Suzanne  Pinson,  members  of  Holy 
Trinity  and  Becky  &  Chris  Kinkade,  members  of  St. 
Paul's  in  the  Pines —  arrived  on  June  17. 

The  team  set  up  housekeeping  in  the  Diocese  of 
Puerto  Rico's  mountain  retreat  center,  La  Quinta 
Tranquilla.  This  would  serve  as  their  home  for  the  ten- 
day  stay. 

The  team's  work  project  was  to  build  a  rustic  chapel 
at  the  Western  Ecumenical  Center  located  in  Mayaguez. 
The  chapel  would  provide  a  facility  for  the  local 
farmworkers  and  their  families  to  gather  and  worship. 
A  team  from  the  Diocese  of  Puerto  Rico  and  members 
of  local  parishes  were  also  helping  with  the  project. 

Mayaguez  is  located  in  the  heart  of  the  Puerto  Rican 
mountains  up  a  steep,  narrow  and  very  windy  road. 
Each  morning  the  team  began  its  day  with  an  hour  and  a 
half  car  ride  up  into  the  mountains. 

Despite  daily  rain  and  heat  indexes  of  100  degrees, 
the  team  poured  and  smoothed  two  truckloads  of  cement 
and  constructed  an  open-sided  structure  measuring  1 8 
by  36  feet. 

In  keeping  with  the  team  motto.  La  Palabra  de  Dios 
—  The  Word  of  God  ...El  Trabajo  De  Dios —  The 
Work  of  God,  the  team  presented  40  Bibles  in  Spanish, 
as  a  dedication  gift  for  the  new  chapel. 

"This  project  was  a  marvelous  and  uplifting 
experience,"  said  Deacon  Davis.  "Our  work  reminded 
us  of  Bishop  Daniel's  confirmation  sermon  message  at 
Holy  Trinity  only  a  week  before  the  team  left,  about 
leaving  our  'footprints'  in  this  community.  We  felt  we 
left  ours  there,  just  as  they  left  theirs  in  our  hearts." 


Kris  Kinkade  concurred  when  he  explained  why  he 
didn't  just  send  money  and  let  the  Puerto  Ricans  build 
their  own  facility.  "Working  side  by  side  to  the  glory  of 
God,  attempting  to  communicate,  sweating  and 
struggling  for  a  common  goal  puts  more  in  everyone's 
hearts  than  a  check.  Letting  people  know  we  care 
enough  to  give  ourselves  our  time,  and  our  money  to 
help  them  is  worth  far  more  than  just  mere  money." 

For  Kinkade,  one  of  the  highlights  of  the  trip  was 
attending  an  Episcopal  Eucharist  in  Spanish.  He  found 
the  crucifix  depicting  Jesus  with  bloody  knees, 
shoulders  and  elbows  especially  touching. 

The  Sunday  service  coincided  with  Father's  Day 
which  was  an  extra  treat.  After  the  service,  the  team 
was  given  seats  of  honor  in  the  parish  hall  for  the 
special  Father's  Day  show.  Children  sang,  danced  and 
read  poems  to  honor  their  fathers.  They  gave  each 
father,  team  members  included,  a  coffee  cup  with  the 
words  "felicidiades  papa"  on  it. 

"The  passion  expressed  during  the  mass  and  during 
the  show  was  very  obvious  and  I  thought  how  different 
that  is,"  remarked  Kinkade.  "We  seem  more  reserved 
and  I  wonder  what  we  might  be  missing  in  our  faith/life 
experience." 

The  members  of  the  Ecumenical  Center  and  local 
parishes  provided  the  team  with  numerous  other  joint 
social,  worship  and  educational  opportunities  which 
helped  the  team  better  understand  the  culture  and 
current  events  of  Puerto  Rico. 

The  team's  education  in  the  cultural,  economic  and 
political  situations  of  the  people  of  Puerto  Rico  was 
enhanced  by  a  strike  during  their  stay.  The  telephone 
company  was  striking  over  issues  regarding 
privatization. 

"Through  this  issue,"  wrote  Deacon  Davis  shortly 
after  the  team's  return,  "we  were  able  to  witness  the 
sense  of  Christian  presence  the  Episcopal  church 
maintains  by  standing  as  a  via  media  among  a  people 
torn  by  the  issues  of  statehood  versus  territory  versus 
independence." 


Team  members  (L  to  R)  Dave  Davis,  Pat  Davis,  Suzanne 
Pinson,  and  Kris  Kinkade  prepare  rafters. 

"Among  the  turmoil  that  was  ongoing,"  continued 
Davis,  "everyone  treated  us  with  a  sense  of  dignity  and 
love  regardless  of  their  view  of  U.S.  interference  in  their 
affairs.  We  were  always  made  to  feel  safe  and  wanted 
throughout  our  stay." 

The  team  members  felt  the  prayers  of  the  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina  throughout  their  journey  in  Puerto  Rico 

—  as  they  swatted  mosquitoes,  poured  cement,  broke 
bread  and  shared  laughs.  A  chance  to  join  Bishop 
Daniel  in  prayer  at  the  airport  before  their  departure 
enhanced  their  sense  of  being  sent  as  ambassadors  of  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina.  They  were  keenly  aware  that 
they  were  representing  their  home  parishes  and  diocese 
in  reaching  out  to  others. 

The  team  has  already  begun  planning  a  1 999 
mission  project.  Gracias  a  Dios!  (Thanks  be  to  God!) 

—  This  article  was  compiled  from  reports  by  Deacon  Dave  Davis 
and  Kris  Kinkade. 


Equipo  Misionero  Deja  Huellas  en  Puerto  Rico 


por  el  diacono  Dave  Davis  y  Kris  Kinkade,  traducido  por  Dot  Hodder 


Despues  de  mucho  trabajo,  el  equipo  misionero 
de  Fayetteville  para  1998  llego  sin  problema  en 
Maricao,  Puerto  Rico.  Kitty  Kramer,  la  reverenda 
Martha  Honaker,  y  el  diacono  Dave  Davis  se 
adelantaron  para  preparar  la  casa,  llegando  el  dia  15 
de  junio.  Los  otros  que  llegaron  el  dia  17  fueron 
Sara  Craig,  Pat  Davis,  Eileen  Merritt,  Maggie  Nance, 
y  Suzanne  Pinson,  miembros  de  la  Iglesia  de  la  Santa 
Trinidad,  con  Becky  y  Kris  Kinkade,  miembros  de  la 
Iglesia  de  San  Pablo  de  los  Pinos.  Los  visitantes 
vivieron  por  diez  dias  en  el  retiro  que  tiene  el  diocesis 
de  Puerto  Rico  en  las  montanas.  Vieron  con  gusto 
que  tienen  la  bandera  presentada  por  el  equipo 
misionero  de  1 997  al  diocesis  de  Puerto  Rico  colgada 
en  el  refectorio  del  retiro. 

El  trabajo  del  equipo  durante  su  visita  fue  edificar 
una  capilla  rustica  en  el  Centro  Ecumenico 
Occidental  en  Mayaguez,  donde  podran  adorar  los 
campesinos  locales.  Trabajaron  con  miembros  del 
diocesis  de  Puerto  Rico  y  de  parroquias  locales. 
Mayaguez  se  encuentra  en  medio  de  las  montanas  de 
Puerto  Rico,  al  pico  de  un  camino  empinado, 
estrecho,  y  lleno  de  curvas.  Cada  manana  el  equipo 
tuvo  que  viajar  por  coche  una  hora  y  media  para 
llegar  al  trabajo. 

A  pesar  de  lluvia  diaria  y  calor  de  hasta  38  grados 


de  temperatura,  el  equipo  construyo  un  edificio  de 
concreto  tamano  seis  metros  por  doce  metros. 
Siguiendo  su  lema,  "La  Palabra  de  Dios,  el  Trabajo 
de  Dios,"  presentaron  40  biblias  en  espanol  como 
regalo  de  dedication  a  la  capilla  nueva. 

Este  proyecto  fue  una  experiencia  maravillosa, 
dijo  diacono  Davis.  "Nuestro  trabajo  nos  hizo 
recordar  el  mensaje  de  nuestro  obispo  Daniel  a  la 
Iglesia  de  la  Santa  Trinidad  la  semana  antes  de 
nuestro  viaje,  cuando  dijo  que  debieramos  dejar 
huellas  en  la  comunidad,  tal  como  los  que  ayudamos 
dejan  huellas  en  nuestros  corazones." 

Kris  Kinkade  explico  el  motivo  para  venir  y 
trabajar,  en  vez  de  mandar  dinero  para  un  edificio. 
"Trabajando  juntos  para  la  gloria  de  Dios,  tratando  de 
comunicar,  sudando  y  luchando  para  un  gol  comun, 
eso  toca  los  corazones  de  todos  mas  que  un  cheque. 
Eso  dice  que  ademas  de  nuestro  dinero  queremos  dar 
de  nosotros  mismos,  de  nuestro  tiempo." 

Para  Kinkade  lo  mas  destacado  del  viaje  fue 
asistir  una  misa  anglicana  en  espanol.  El  crucifijo 
con  el  imagen  de  Jesus  con  sus  rodillas,  hombros,  y 
codos  sangrientos  le  cayo  profundamente 
conmovedor.  Aquel  domingo  era  dia  del  Padre,  que 
era  un  gran  gusto.  Despues  de  la  misa  los  ninos 
cantaron,  bailaron,  y  leyeron  poemas  honrando  sus 


padres.  Cada  padre,  incluyendo  los  visitantes,  recibio 
una  taza  con  la  inscription  "Felicidades  Papa."  "La 
emotion  de  los  puertorriquenos  era  muy  obvia,"  dijo 
Kinkade,  "y  me  di  cuenta  que  somos  muy  diferentes. 
Nosotros  somos  mas  reservados,  y  me  pregunto  si  nos 
hace  falta  algo  en  nuestra  vida  de  fe." 

El  equipo  disfruto  muchas  otras  oportunidades 
para  aprender  acerca  de  la  cultura  puertorriqueha, 
gracias  al  Centro  Ecumenico  y  las  iglesias  locales. 
Hicieron  amigos,  aprendieron,  trabajaron,  comieron, 
jugaron,  reyeron,  adoraron,  y  se  acomodaron  los  unos 
a  los  otros.  Durante  su  visita,  hubo  huelga  de 
telefonistas  sobre  asuntos  de  privatization.  "Pudimos 
ver,"  dijo  Davis,  "el  poder  de  la  presencia  de  la  iglesia 
para  unir  una  gente  dividida  por  preguntas  politicas. 
En  medio  de  estos  estorbos,  todos  nos  trataron  con 
amor  y  dignidad  a  pesar  de  lo  que  piensan  de  los 
Estados  Unidos  entrometiendose  en  sus  asuntos.  Nos 
hicieron  sentir  seguros  y  bienvenidos." 

Las  oraciones  de  nuestro  diocesis  acompanaron  al 
equipo  durante  su  viaje.  El  obispo  oro  sobre  ellos  en 
el  aeropuerto  antes  su  partida,  mandandoles  como 
embajadores  del  diocesis  de  Carolina  para  ayudar  a 
otros.  El  equipo  ya  ha  empezado  a  planear  un 
proyecto  misionero  para  1999.  Gracias  a  Dios! 
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Union  of  Black  Episcopalians  Holds  30th  Annual  Conference  in  Raleigh 


by  Anne  C.  Pugh 


RALEIGH  —  More  than  600  men,  women  and 
children  were  present  for  the  Grand  Festive 
Eucharist  at  Christ  Church,  Raleigh  on  the  evening 
of  June  29.  The  service  was  part  of  the  30th 
Annual  Business  Meeting  and  Conference  of  the 
Union  of  Black  Episcopalians  (UBE).  Those 
unable  to  be  seated  in  the  nave  and  balconies 
watched  the  celebration  by  means  of  closed  circuit 
TV  in  the  downstairs  auditorium.  The  mood  of  the 
clergy  and  congregation,  some  in  African  or 
Afrocentric  clothing  and  vestments,  was  joyful  as 
members  welcomed  the  Most  Rev.  Frank  T. 
Griswold  III,  presiding  bishop,  with  enthusiasm. 
Led  by  the  I.  Sherman  Greene  Chorale,  Norfolk, 
Va.,  with  Dr.  Carl  Haywood  conducting,  music 
included  traditional  hymns  as  well  as  spirituals  and 
contem-porary  African  music.  A  reception,  hosted 
by  the  Diocese  of  North  Carolina,  followed  the 
service. 

Registered  for  the  conference  were  584 
Episcopalians  from  Canada,  Panama,  South  Africa, 
Belize,  Cuba,  Costa  Rica,  Neves,  and  the  West 
Indies,  as  well  as  most  of  the  United  States.  The 
conference,  which  brings  Black  Episcopalians 
together  to  work  on  important  issues  in  the  church 
and  in  society,  took  place  at  St.  Augustine's 
College  in  Raleigh  beginning  June  28  and 
concluding  July  2.  The  theme  for  the  meeting  was 
"Celebrating  the  Black  Presence  in  the  Episcopal 
Church." 

Presiding  Bishop  Griswold  was  the  preacher 
for  the  Monday,  June  29,  evening  worship 
celebration.  This  event  marked  the  first  visit  of  the 
new  presiding  bishop  to  the  Diocese  of  North 
Carolina.  Chief  celebrant  was  Suffragan  Bishop 
Arthur  B.  Williams,  Jr.,  of  Ohio,  with  the  Bishop 
Robert  C.  Johnson,  Jr.  of  North  Carolina, 
concelebrant. 

Addressing  the  congregation,  the  presiding 
bishop  said  that  all  Christians  are  by  baptism  kin. 
"We  are  all  brothers  and  sisters,"  he  said.  He  called 
on  the  congregation  to  draw  forth  from  one  another 
the  image  of  Christ. 

Keynote  speaker  for  the  Bishop  Primo 
Memorial  Eucharist  on  Sunday  evening,  June  28, 
the  opening  day  of  the  conference,  was  the  Rev. 
Canon  Nan  Peete,  Associate  for  Pastoral  Care  and 
Outreach  Ministries  at  Trinity  Church,  New  York. 
The  most  senior  clergy-person  present,  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Edward  S.  Brightman,  ret.,  Temple  Hills,  Md., 
was  celebrant. 

The  Rev.  Canon  Edward  Rodman,  Canon 
Missioner,  Diocese  of  Massachusetts  and  author 
of  Let  There  Be  Peace  Among  Us,  was  the 
keynote  speaker  for  the  opening  plenary  session  on 
Monday.  Other  sessions  focused  on  the  UBE's 
education,  preparation,  and  empowerment  of  its 
members  to  respond  to  a  call  for  a  paradigm  shift 
in  the  effective  development  and  strengthening  of 
the  leadership  and  presence  of  clergy  and  lay 
persons  of  African  descent  in  the  Episcopal 
Church  by  the  Rev.  Kwasi  A.  Thornell,  rector,  St. 
Philip's,  Columbus,  Ohio.  The  National  Church 


Worshipers  lift 
every  voice 
and  sing  during  Union 
of  Black  Episcopalians 
30th  Conference. 


Office,  the  UBE  and  most  of  the  bishops  of  African 
descent  have  endorsed  the  call  for  Fr.  Thornell's 
concept  of  a  leadership  summit.  That  summit,  to  be 
held  in  Miami,  Florida,  from  June  28  through  July 
1,  1999,  will  be  called  "The  Rt.  Rev.  Quintin  E. 
Primo  Leadership  Summit."  Bishop  Primo,  who 
died  recently,  was  considered  a  leader  of  the  entire 
church. 

All  business  and  plenary  sessions  of  the 
conference  were  held  on  the  campus  of  St. 
Augustine's  College  in  Raleigh.  The  Rev.  Monroe 
Freeman,  St.  Titus',  Durham,  was  conference 
chaplain. 

Running  concurrently  with  the  adult  conference 
was  a  full  schedule  of  youth  conference  activities 
for  children  and  teens,  including  special 
workshops,  and  a  Tuesday  evening  Youth  Mass. 

Founded  in  1968  as  the  Union  of  Black  Clergy 
and  Laity,  and  dedicated  to  justice  and  the  ministry 
of  blacks  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  the 
organization's  name  was  later  changed  to  the 
Union  of  Black  Episcopalians.  The  UBE  is 
committed  to  fighting  racism  in  the  church  and  the 
world  and  to  encouraging  the  involvement  of 


blacks  in  every  aspect  of  the  life  and  work  of  the 
church.  Ministry  of  the  UBE  includes  evangelism 
to  encourage  greater  participation  of  blacks, 
communication  to  prepare  and  educate  members 
for  wider  ministries,  and  advocacy  against  racism 
and  other  issues  that  affect  black  Episcopalians. 

Currently  there  are  55  chapters  and  interest 
groups  located  throughout  the  continental  United 
States  and  the  Caribbean,  in  addition  to  members 
in  Africa,  Canada,  and  Latin  America.  To  serve  the 
UBE's  ever  increasing  growth,  this  year's 
conference  served  as  a  kick-off  for  a  capital  funds 
campaign  to  help  implement  plans  for  a  permanent 
national  UBE  office.  Officers  elected  at  the 
conference  were:  president,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Sandra  A. 
Wilson,  Denver,  Colo.,  vice-president,  Carlton 
Mitchell,  Queens  Village,  N.Y,  secretary,  Patricia 
Simpson-Turner,  Chicago,  and  treasurer,  R.P.M. 
Bowden,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

—  The  Rev.  Anne  C.  Pugh  is  a  deacon  in  the  Diocese 

of  North  Carolina  currently  living  in  Richmond,  Virginia. 
This  article  originally  appeared  in  the  July  1 998  issue 
of  The  Communicant,  the  newspaper  of  the  Episcopal  Diocese 
of  North  Carolina. 
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Unique  Heritage,  Continued  Service  Hallmark  of  St.  Joseph's  125  Years 


by  Roy  Parker  Jr. 

FAYETTEVILLE  —  More  than  likely,  any  story 
about  Saint  Joseph's  Episcopal  Church  in 
Fayetteville  revolves  around  the  handsome  late 
19th-century  building  (it's  on  the  National  Register 
of  Historic  Places)  and  especially  the  colorful 
Tiffany  glass  windows.  But  unique  as  it  is,  there  is 
much  more  to  story  of  this  historic  African 
American  parish  than  the  101 -year-old  sanctuary. 

For  125  years,  since  its  founding  in  1873,  the 
church's  story  is  intertwined  with  the  city's  history 
—  a  major  chapter  in  the  experience  of  black 
Fayettevillians  and  of  their  contributions  to  the 
place.  And  it  isn't  all  history. 

The  story  continues  today  as  one  of  vital 
service  to  the  community  as  the  parish  observes  the 
125th  anniversary  of  its  founding.  The  birthday 
was  celebrated  on  May  1 7  at  the  church  at  the 
corner  of  Moore  and  Ramsey  streets.  The  day 
honored  founders,  early  leaders,  former  priests,  and 
descendants  of  benefactors. 

Central  among  the  latter  was  Mrs.  Eva  Smith 
Cochran  (d.  1910),  a  wealthy  white  New  Yorker 
from  Yonkers,  who  in  1 896  gave  the  money  and 
provided  the  architect  for  the  building.  In  the  early 
1 890s,  Mrs.  Cochran  acquired  Myrtle  Hill  planta- 
tion, now  the  grounds  of  the  Veterans  Medical 
Center  on  Ramsey  Street,  as  a  wintering  spot. 

Her  widespread  philanthropy  included  purchase 
of  a  former  physician's  residence  that  became  the 
"Cochran  Annex"  for  black  patients  who  weren't 
allowed  in  the  original  1 890s  Highsmith  Hospital 
at  the  corner  of  Hay  and  Green  streets  in  downtown 
Fayetteville. 

At  the  May  celebration,  the  family  was  repre- 
sented by  a  descendant,  none  other  than  Alexander 
Cochran  Ewing,  who  is  chancellor  of  the  North 


Carolina  School  of  the  Arts  in  Winston-Salem. 

The  founders  of  Saint  Joseph's  were  originally 
antebellum  members  of  Saint  John's  Episcopal 
Church,  Fayettevi lie's  oldest  parish,  which  dates 
to  1816. 

The  first  vestry  of  Saint  Joseph's  included  such 
important  town  personalities  as  former  free  black 
saddlemaker  Matthew  Leary  and  his  son,  John 
Sinclair  Leary;  undertaker  James  R.  McNeill; 
barber  Abram  Henderson;  builder  James  H. 
Waddell;  steamboat  pilot  Dan  Buxton;  Louis 
Hadley;  and  David  Jackson. 

The  congregation  first  worshiped  in  a  rented 
Hay  Street  building,  and  then  in  a  former  Baptist 
church. 

The  first  full-time  rector  was  Dr.  Joseph 
Caldwell  Huske,  longtime  rector  at  Saint  John's. 
He  took  the  job  after  retiring  from  his  tenure  at 
Saint  John's. 

Dr.  Huske  was  instrumental  in  getting  the 
charter  for  Saint  Joseph's,  and  his  descendants 
were  honored  guests  at  the  125th  birthday  service. 

In  the  early  1 890s,  Huske  also  approached  Mrs. 
Cochran  about  financing  a  new  sanctuary.  He  got 
the  idea  from  Charlotte  McNeill,  a  Saint  Joseph's 
parishioner  who  was  Mrs.  Cochran's  housekeeper 
and  plantation  assistant. 

Charlotte  McNeill's  history  and  a  portrait  of 
Mrs.  Cochran  are  on  memorial  display  in  the  small 
chapel  at  the  church.  They  represent  the 
indispensable  role  of  women  in  the  life  of  St. 
Joseph's  since  its  earliest  days.  Mrs.  McNeill's 
descendents  also  came  to  the  May  meeting, 
including  Malissa  McNeill  Brice  from  Michigan. 

When  the  new  sanctuary  was  dedicated  in 
1897,  Buxton  was  still  serving  on  the  vestry. 


Others  were  builders,  store  owners  and 
professionals —  George  E  H.  Williams,  George  R. 
Eliot,  Richard  Thaggard,  Sol  T.  Evans,  Frank  P 
Willston,  and  Abe  Dunn. 

All  this  is  rich  local  history  of  a  significant 
institution.  But  Saint  Joseph's  is  a  lot  more  than  its 
proud  past  and  its  Tiffany  windows.  With  a 
congregation  of  fewer  than  100,  it  carries  on  a  large 
community  outreach  effort,  much  of  it  unique  in 
Fayetteville. 

In  the  past,  the  church's  parish  hall  has  been 
used  variously  over  the  years  as  a  parochial  school, 
a  USO,  a  kindergarten,  a  recreation  center,  a 
meeting  place  for  a  teen  center  and  for  the  NAACP. 

For  the  past  1 1  years,  morning  in  and  morning 
out,  the  parish  hall  has  been  a  place  where  the 
homeless  of  Fayetteville's  streets  can  get  a  free  hot 
breakfast.  The  program  serves  50  to  85  meals  a 
day.  Begun  by  a  small  team  of  parishioners,  the 
breakfast  project  is  now  supported  on  some 
mornings  by  teams  from  other  churches. 

First  financed  solely  by  the  congregation,  the 
program  has  received  private  and  public  grants  as 
well  as  support  from  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 
and  other  Episcopal  social-action  organizations. 

The  breakfast  ministry  still  largely  remains  a 
labor  of  love  and  of  incredible  dedication  of  those 
who  started  it. 

The  former  church  rectory  is  also  a  service 
facility.  Since  1995,  it  has  been  leased  as  a  day 
care  center  for  the  Coalition  for  Services  to  the 
Homeless.  More  than  1,000  homeless  people  have 
signed  in  there  at  one  time  or  another. 

Unique  heritage,  continued  service.  That  has 
been  the  St.  Joseph  story  since  that  small  group 
gathered  in  the  spring  of  1 873. 


East  Carolina  Priests  Pay  Summer  Visits  to  the  Capitol 


While  most  urban  dwellers  flock  from  the 
city's  heat  during  the  summer  months,  two  priests 
from  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  did  just  the 
opposite.  They  paid  summer  visits  to  our  nation's 
capitol  to  support  and  encourage  our  public 
servants. 

The  Rev.  Stan  Easty  and  his  wife,  Reba,  were 
personal  guests  of  President  Bill  Clinton.  Fr. 
Easty  has  been  one  of  many  clergy  serving  as 
spiritual  counsel  to  the  president  over  the  past  six 
years.  During  that  time,  Easty  has  visited, 
exchanged  correspondence  with  and  talked  to 
Clinton  on  numerous  occasions. 

Easty  and  his  wife  were  invited  by  Clinton  to 


the  White  House  in  honor  of  Easty 's  birthday. 
The  Easty's  were  entertained  at  a  luncheon  in  the 
White  House.  Following  lunch,  they  were  driven 
to  Andrew's  Air  Force  Base,  where  presidential 
co-pilot  Lt.  Col.  Russ  Elliott  gave  them  a 
personal  90-minute  tour  of  Air  Force  One. 

About  a  month  later  on  July  9,  the  Rev.  James 
H.  Lupton,  priest-in-charge  of  St.  George's,  Lake 
Landing,  served  as  the  guest  chaplain  for  the  U.S. 
Senate.  He  open  the  business  of  the  day  with  a 
prayer  for  the  senate. 

The  Rev.  Stan  Easty  and  wife,  Reba, 
descend  the  steps  of  Air  Force  One. 
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Lambeth  Conference  Marks  'Defining  Moment' 
for  Anglican  Communion 


by  James  Solheim 

(ENS)  When  nearly  750  bishops  of  the  Anglican 
Communion  poured,  in  a  river  of  purple  cassocks, 
into  historic  Canterbury  Cathedral  on  July  20  to  open 
the  1 3th  Lambeth  Conference,  the  worship  service 
was  a  powerful  display  of  the  diversity  that  now 
marks  the  world's  70  million  Anglicans. 

Greeting  the  congregation  in  Swahili, 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  George  Carey,  joined  in  a 
procession  by  the  primates  of  the  37  members  of  the 
Anglican  Communion  and  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
presided  over  a  liturgy  that  included  liturgical 
dancers  from  Panama  and  music  from  many  cultures. 

In  his  sermon,  Bishop  Simon  Chiwanga  of 
Tanzania,  chair  of  the  Anglican  Consultative 
Council,  said  that  the  conference  had  a  special 
opportunity,  a  "holy  moment,"  to  demonstrate  "our 
ability  to  speak  the  truth  in  love"  while  engaging  in 
"passionate  debates."  He  urged  them  to  look  for  the 
Christ  in  each  other. 

In  90-minute  Bible  study  sessions  each  morning, 
and  closed  sessions  in  four  groups  that  dealt  with  the 
major  issues,  the  bishops  crossed  cultural  barriers 
and  groped  for  a  common  understanding.  In  the 
process,  the  bishops  from  the  younger  churches,  most 
of  them  the  heirs  of  Western  missionary  efforts, 
found  their  own  voice. 

When  the  conference  adjourned  after  three 
weeks,  it  was  clear  that  the  center  of  gravity  of 
Anglicanism  had  shifted  to  the  developing  church  in 
the  developing  world  and  that  the  bishops,  especially 
from  Africa  and  Asia,  had  some  sobering  messages 
for  their  brothers  and  sisters  on  controversial  issues 
such  as  human  sexuality. 

Despite  efforts  to  balance  the  agenda,  sexuality 
issues  dominated  the  conference.  After  a  lengthy  and 
emotional  debate,  by  an  overwhelming  vote  of  526  to 
70,  with  45  abstentions,  the  bishops  passed  a 
resolution  that  said  homosexual  practice  is 
"incompatible  with  scripture"  and  that  the  choice  for 
Anglicans  is  between  "faithfulness  in  marriage 
between  a  man  and  a  woman  in  life-long  union"  or 
abstinence.  At  the  same  time,  the  resolution  called  on 
the  bishops  to  "listen  to  the  experience  of 
homosexual  people,"  assuring  them  that  "they  are 
loved  by  God  and  that  all  baptized,  believing  and 
faithful  persons,  regardless  to  sexual  orientation,  are 
full  members  of  the  body  of  Christ."  The  bishops  said 
that  they  "cannot  advise  the  legitimizing  or  blessing 
of  same-sex  unions,  nor  the  ordination  of  those 
involved  in  such  unions." 

In  a  move  that  opened  him  to  criticism, 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  George  Carey  endorsed 
the  resolution  before  the  final  vote,  saying  that  he 
saw  "no  room  in  holy  scripture  or  the  entire  Christian 
tradition  for  any  sexual  activity  outside  of 
matrimony"  and  that  the  resolution  merely  reinforces 
"Anglican  belief  and  morality." 

A  statement  released  the  day  after  the  resolution, 
and  signed  by  146  bishops,  including  65  American 
bishops  and  the  primates  of  Canada,  Ireland,  Brazil, 
Central  Africa,  New  Zealand,  Southern  Africa,  Wales 
and  Scotland,  pledged  the  church  to  work  for  the  full 
inclusions  of  homosexuals  in  the  life  and  ministry  of 
the  church,  apologizing  for  "any  sense  of  rejection." 

Reaction  to  the  resolution  varied.  Presiding 
Bishop  Frank  T.  Griswold  abstained,  saying  that  he 


found  parts  of  the  resolution  "positive  in  both  in  tone 
and  content"  but  adding  that  he  "took  exception  to 
other  parts  and  believed  that  we  must  explore  more 
fully  the  whole  question  of  what  is  compatible  with 
Scripture."  He  issued  a  letter  to  the  church  August  14 
assuring  his  "continuing  concern  for  and  commitment 
to  all  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church  who 
recognize  themselves  as  gay  and  lesbian."  (See  letter 
on  page  10.) 

Bishop  James  Stanton  of  Dallas  hailed  the 
resolution,  calling  it  "good  news  for  the  American 
church  and  for  our  ministry  in  American  society."  Yet 
Bishop  Catherine  Waynick  of  Indianapolis  said,  "I 
think  we  have  chosen  foolishly  today,  but  I  believe 
God  is  still  reigning." 

Strong  action  on  international  debt 

Despite  the  high  visibility  of  sexuality  issues, 
international  debt  emerged  at  the  top  of  nearly 
everyone's  agenda  in  pre-Lambeth  regional 
conferences.  The  final  report  and  resolution 
demanded  a  response  from  governments  and 
financial  institutions  but  also  churches. 

"International  debt  is  the  new  slavery  of  the  20th 
century,"  said  Archbishop  Njongonkulu  Ndungane  of 
the  Province  of  Southern  Africa,  who  chaired  the 
section  that  discussed  the  issue.  "The  human  costs  of 
the  international  debt  burden  is  intolerable.  Its  effects 
are  evil  and  sinful,"  he  said. 

The  resolution  points  to  the  damage,  both 
materially  and  spiritually,  of  the  expansion  of  the 
power  of  money  and  borrowing,  largely  as  a  result  of 
action  by  Western  banks  in  the  1 970s.  World  Bank 
President  James  Wolfensohn  strongly  objected  to  the 
image  painted  in  a  video,  calling  it  "quite  simply 
wrong.  We  do  not  get  up  every  morning  and  think 
what  we  can  do  to  ruin  the  world." 

Instead,  he  called  for  a  partnership  with  the 
churches,  asking  them  to  realize  the  limits  of  the 
World  Bank's  capacity  to  forgive  debts  because  they 
are  accountable  to  the  countries  which  fund  the 
organization. 

Words  of  support  for  traditionalists 

Traditionalists  who  continue  to  oppose  the 
ordination  of  women  found  some  comfort  in  a 
resolution  passed  by  a  margin  of  80  percent  that  said 
no  bishop  should  be  compelled  to  ordain  or  license 
women  and  that  provision  should  be  made  for  those 
who  continue  to  dissent. 

Worked  out  by  some  of  the  1 1  women  bishops, 
present  at  Lambeth  for  the  first  time,  the  amended 
resolution  calls  on  the  provinces  of  the  communion 
"to  make  such  provision,  including  appropriate 
episcopal  ministry,  as  will  enable  them  to  live  in  the 
highest  degree  of  communion  possible,  recognizing 
that  there  is  and  should  be  no  compulsion  on  any 
bishop  in  matters  concerning  ordination  or  licensing." 

Several  American  bishops  quickly  pointed  out 
that  the  resolution  contradicts  the  action  of  last 
summer's  General  Convention  that  calls  on  the  four 
dioceses  which  block  access  to  ordination  or 
licensing  of  women  to  develop  a  plan  to  implement 
the  church's  canon  guaranteeing  access. 


The  Sun  Never  Sets  on  the 
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The  Anglican  Communion  is  a  fellowship  of 
Churches  in  over  160  countries.  They  are  united 
by  bonds  of  affection,  common  roots  in  liturgy 
and  doctrine,  and  by  being  in  communion  with 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

A  map  of  the  Anglican  Communion  covers 
the  world  and  is  structured  in  provinces  and 
dioceses  as  follows . . . 

Provinces  of  the  Anglican  Communion 

1.  The  Anglican  Church  in  Aotearoa,  New  Zealand 
and  Polynesia 

2.  The  Anglican  Church  of  Australia 

3.  The  Episcopal  Anglican  Church  of  Brazil 

4.  The  Church  of  the  Province  of  Burundi 

5.  The  Anglican  Church  of  Canada 

6.  The  Church  of  the  Province  of  Central  Africa 

7.  The  Anglican  Church  of  the  Central 
America  Region 

8.  The  Church  of  the  Province  of  the  Congo 

9.  The  Church  of  England  (inc.  The  Diocese 
in  Europe) 


10.  The  ClfleP" 

1 1 .  The  Cftlretar; 

12.  The  HfiolicC 

13.  The  Etthci 
and  SI  le  East 

14.  The  Church 

15.  The/ 

16.  The  i 

17.  The  HI 
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23.  The  fn 
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25.  The  C-fHieP,r 
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jlican  Communion 


the  Province  of  the  Indian  Ocean 
Ireland 

lolic  Church  in  Japan 
Church  in  Jerusalem 
e  East 

hurch  of  Kenya 
Church  of  Korea 
the  Province  of  Melanesia 
Church  of  Mexico 
the  Province  of  Myanmar  (Burma) 
the  Province  of  Nigeria 
Ihurch  of  Papau  New  Guinea 
Episcopal  Church 

of  the  Episcopal  Church  of  Rwanda 
piscopal  Church 
the  Province  of  Southeast  Asia 
the  Province  of  Southern  Africa 
Jhurch  of  the  Southern  Cone 


27.  The  Episcopal  Church  of  the  Sudan 

28.  The  Church  of  the  Province  of  Tanzania 

29.  The  Church  of  the  Province  of  Uganda 

30.  The  Episcopal  Church  (USA,  incl.  Convocation 
in  Europe)"1" 

31.  The  Church  in  Wales 

32.  The  Church  of  the  Province  of  West  Africa 

33.  The  Church  in  the  Province  of  the  West  Indies 

The  Churches  in  which  Anglicans  joined  other 
denominations 

34.  The  Church  of  South  India 

35.  The  Church  of  North  India 

36.  The  Church  of  Pakistan 

37.  The  Church  of  Bangladesh 

Churches  outside  provinces  but  in  the  Anglican 
Communion  under  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 

38.  The  Lusitanian  Church  of  Portugal 

39.  The  Spanish  Reformed  Episcopal  Church 

40.  The  Church  of  Ceylon  (Sri  Lanka) 

41.  Bermuda 


Autonomous,  under  Metropolitan  Council  of  the 
primates  of  the  West  Indies,  Canada  and  ECUSA 
Prov.  IX 

51.  Cuba 

Province  in  formation 

52.  Hong  Kong  (Province  in  Formation) 
Holy  Catholic  Church  in  China 
(now  past  denominational  church) 


ECUSA  (outside  the  borders  of  the  USA) 

42.  Colombia 

43.  Dominican  Republic 

44.  Ecuador 

45.  Haiti 

46.  Honduras 

47.  Puerto  Rico 

48.  Taiwan 

49.  Venezuela 

50.  Virgin  Islands 

(+) 

9,  30  The  Convocation  of  American  Churches  in  Europe  includes  parishes  in  Belgium,  France, 
Germany,  Italy,  and  Switzerland  that  are  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Presiding  Bishop  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  USA.  The  Church  of  England,  Diocese  in  Europe  has  parishes  in  virtually  all 
countries  in  Western,  Central,  and  Eastern  Europe  and  in  Turkey  and  Morocco. 

—  Adapted  from  materials  distributed  at  Lambeth  Conference. 
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One  of  the  four  bishops,  Jack  Iker  of  Ft.  Worth, 
said  that  the  resolution  "made  me  feel  that  I'm  not  on 
the  extreme  right-wing  side,  but  stand  with  most 
bishops."  Bishop  Catherine  Roskam  of  New  York,  on 
the  other  hand,  pointed  out  that  the  resolution  had  no 
binding  effect  in  the  United  States  and  "doesn't  mean 
anything  in  terms  of  our  own  polity."  She  said  that 
she  doubted  that  the  House  of  Deputies  "is  going  to 
take  that  one  sitting  down." 

Despite  tension  over  the  acceptance  of  women  in 
the  priesthood  and  episcopacy,  the  Lambeth  1 1  said 
that  they  had  been  welcomed  with  "a  gracious  and 
generous  spirit,"  in  the  words  of  Bishop  Victoria 
Matthews  of  Edmonton  (Alberta).  Even  bishops  who 
do  not  ordain  women  went  out  of  their  way  to 
welcome  the  women,  often  asking  for  a  photo. 

While  she  joined  the  procession  into  the  cathedral 
for  the  opening  Eucharist,  Bishop  Geralyn  Wolf  of 
Rhode  Island  said  that  another  bishop  reached  for  her 
hand  and  said,  "Welcome  to  Canterbury  Cathedral." 

A  stronger  Anglican  Communion 

In  a  closing  press  conference,  Carey  said  that  the 
Anglican  Communion  left  Canterbury  "significantly 
stronger  than  when  we  began."  Pointing  to  the 
resolutions  on  sexuality  and  international  debt,  he 
said  that  the  bishops  "had  the  opportunity  of 
wrestling  together  over  three  weeks  with  issues 
which  are  profoundly  important  for  the  life  of  people 
and  churches  around  the  world." 

Carey  said  that,  in  both  the  Bible  studies  and 
small  groups,  "we  have  heard  marvelous  stories  of 
fortitude  and  heroism  in  the  face  of  the  multitude  of 
problems,  and  have  tried  to  offer  an  honest  message 
to  the  Communion  and  to  the  wider  world,  of  where 
our  common  understanding  rests  at  this  moment." 

In  the  face  of  obvious  disagreements,  especially 
on  the  resolution  on  homosexuality.  Carey 
underscored  his  determination  "to  listen,  to  try  to 
understand  more  of  their  experience  of  the  church, 
and  I  invite  them  to  continue  the  journey  with  us, 
however  painful,  and  I  ask  them  to  listen  to  the  voice 
of  the  church  as  much  as  the  rest  of  us  listen  to 
them." 

In  other  actions,  the  Lambeth  Conference: 

•  reaffirmed  a  resolution  from  1988  which  bars 
bishops  and  priests  from  exercising  their 
ministries  in  another  diocese  without 
permission  of  the  local  bishop; 

•  declared  that  euthanasia  should  not  be  permitted 
in  civil  legislation  and  that  those  who  advocate  it 
"show  little  awareness  of  the  Christian 
experience  that  people  may  be  redeemed  and 
transfigured  through  their  suffering;" 

•  condemned  Pakistan's  blasphemy  law  and  called 
for  the  release  of  prisoners  who  are  unjustly 
accused  and  detained; 

•  set  up  a  body  to  monitor,  promote  and  offer 
advice  on  interfaith  relations,  especially  with 
Islam,  "and  to  arrange  for  adequate  support  and 
relief  for  Christians  who  are  persecuted;" 

•  recognized  the  autonomy  of  member  churches 
but  asked  for  exploration  of  a  way  for  the 
primates  and  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury  to 
exercise  more  authority,  especially  in  resolving 
conflicts  in  the  Communion. 

—  James  Solheim  is  the  Episcopal  Church  s  director  of  news 
and  information  and  covered  the  Lambeth  Conference  for  ENS. 


From  the 


Presiding  Bishop 


My  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ: 

As  your  Presiding  Bishop  and  Chief  Pastor 
I  write  you  as  the  Lambeth  Conference  of 
Anglican  bishops  has  just  concluded  in 
Canterbury,  England. 

On  one  of  the  final  days  of  the  conference, 
I  called  together  our  House  of  Bishops  for  a 
time  of  prayer.  Our  chaplain,  the  Rev.  Martin 
Smith,  Superior  of  the  Society  of  St.  John  the 
Evangelist,  observed  that  it  is  as  if  the  bishops 
have  each  taken  mental  photographs  of  the 
conference  that  have  yet  to  be  placed  in  the 
developing  solution.  Our  negatives  must  be 
processed.  During  these  next  days  of  quiet  I 
will  begin  to  put  in  perspective  and  process  in 
prayer  the  gathering  of  bishops.  I  will  have 
more  to  say  in  the  autumn,  and  also  look 
forward  to  sharing  impressions  with  other 
bishops  after  they  too  have  had  time  for 
reflection. 

However,  I  write  now  with  a  pastoral  word, 
knowing  that  many  in  our  church  are 
concerned  about  the  vote  of  the  conference  on 
sexuality.  I  want  to  assure  you  all  of  my 
continuing  concern  for  and  commitment  to  all 
members  of  the  Episcopal  Church  who 
recognize  themselves  as  gay  and  lesbian. 

For  me,  homosexuality  is  not  primarily  a 
cause  or  an  issue:  it  is  a  matter  of  men  and 
women  I  know,  respect  and  love,  and  whose 
lives  bear  ample  witness  to  the  fruits  of  the 
Spirit  as  enumerated  in  Galatians  5:22.   It  is 
about  people  with  whom  I  have  shared 
ministry  and  friendship,  whose  many  gifts  have 
enriched  my  life  and  continue  to  bless  and 
upbuild  the  Church. 

Though  the  Lambeth  Conference  is  not  a 
legislative  body,  each  of  the  four  subject 
"sections"  brought  forth  "resolutions"  which 
were  debated  and  voted  in  plenary.  A 
resolution  on  sexuality  was  brought  forward  by 
the  section  working  on  this  topic. 

Their  resolution  was  based  on  the  careful 


report  they  had  crafted  over  more  than  two 
weeks  of  intense  conversations.  This  group  of 
persons  of  widely  diverse  opinions  opened 
themselves  to  show  one  another  the  deep 
sense  of  the  action  of  God  in  their  lives  and 
particular  circumstances,  and  offered  to  the 
conference  the  fruits  of  their  efforts.  Their 
resolution  was  amended  during  the  plenary 
discussions. 

I  chose  to  abstain  during  the  vote.  I  did  so 
because  I  found  parts  of  the  resolution 
positive  both  in  tone  and  content,  particularly 
when  considered  in  relationship  to  the  nuances 
of  the  report  on  which  it  is  based.  At  the 
same  time,  I  took  exception  to  other  parts  and 
believe  that  we  must  explore  more  fully  the 
whole  question  of  what  is  compatible  and 
"incompatible  with  Scripture."  It  must  be 
noted  that  faithful  persons  in  our  church,  who 
see  themselves  as  under  the  authority  of 
Scripture,  do  not  all  interpret  the  Bible  in  the 
same  way. 

It  is  my  hope  and  prayer  that  the  Lambeth 
resolution  commitment  "to  listen  to  the 
experience  of  homosexual  persons"  will  lead 
to  a  broader  conversation  which  will  more 
fully  reveal  God's  lived  word  of  grace  at  work 
in  the  lives  of  gay  and  lesbian  Anglican 
Christians. 

In  the  days  ahead,  I  will  do  everything  I 
can  to  foster  a  climate  of  frank  and  respectful 
conversation  which  will  allow  different  points 
of  view  to  address  and  hear  one  another,  not 
only  within  our  own  Episcopal  Church,  but 
more  widely  in  the  Anglican  Communion. 

With  the  prayer  that  the  Spirit  of  Truth 
will  guide  us,  and  with  gratitude  for  the  life 
we  share  as  members  of  Christ's  risen  body, 
I  am 

Yours  in  Christ, 
Frank  T.  Griswold 
Presiding  Bishop  and  Primate 


■     -  I 
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St.  Paul's,  Spearheads  Ecumenical  Effort  to  Welcome  a  Stranger 


by  Judy  Castranova 


BEAUFORT —  From  1995  through  1996  Interfaith 
Refugee  Ministry  staff  members  made  several  visits 
to  Beaufort  churches  in  the  hopes  of  spreading  the 
spirit  of  refugee  sponsorship.  While  each  church 
visited  agreed  it  was  a  good  idea,  a  sponsorship  never 
developed. 

Another  attempt  in  May  1 997  was  made  to 
encourage  St.  Paul's  to  participate  in  refugee 
resettlement.  This  last  effort  proved  to  be  timely. 

The  Reverend  Matthew  Stockard,  rector  of  St. 
Paul's  Church,  had  recently  hired  a  new  program 
coordinator,  Marlene  Anderson.  Anderson,  a  member 
of  the  Lutheran  Church,  envisioned  an  outreach 
ministry  which  would  encourage  the  town's  churches 
to  work  together.  Just  what  that  ministry  would  be 
had  remained  a  puzzle  to  her. 

After  hearing  Judy  Castranova,  the  Diocesan 
Refugee  Coordinator,  speak  to  a  group  of 
approximately  20  people  gathered  at  St.  Paul's,  the 
puzzle  was  solved.  Refugee  sponsorship  would 
become  Beaufort's  ecumenical  effort. 

Anderson  knew  first-hand  of  the  blessings  that 
come  with  sponsorship.  Her  former  church  in 
Pittsburgh,  PA,  had  sponsored  a  Vietnamese  family  in 
the  early  1960's. 

Anderson  began  contacting  individuals  she  knew 
in  various  Beaufort  churches.  She  recruited  fifteen 
volunteers  from  various  churches  to  work  as  a  team 
to  help  resettle  the  incoming  refugee. 

With  a  commitment  from  the  churches,  Judy 
Castranova  had  the  problem  of  deciding  what  family 
awaiting  sponsorship  to  send  to  Beaufort.  After 
praying  for  guidance  on  this  important  matter, 
Castranova  received  paperwork  for  a  single  adult 
male  from  Bosnia.  His  occupation  was  listed  as 
"shipbuilding  engineer."  Beaufort  seemed  the  perfect 
place  for  Vladimir  Damjanovic. 

On  March  2,  1998,  sponsorship  training  was  held 
at  St.  Paul's.  Five  churches  were  represented:  Ann 


Street  United  Methodist,  Grace  Presbyterian,  St. 
Egbert's  Roman  Catholic,  First  Baptist,  and,  of 
course,  St.  Paul's  Episcopal.  The  eager  volunteers 
had  caught  Anderson's  infectious  energy  and 
enthusiasm  for  the  resettlement.  They  excitedly 
exchanged  information  about  their  preparation  efforts 
and  listened  attentively  to  Case  Manager  Susan 
Husson's  instructions.  They  were  anxious  to  start  the 
project  right  away.  The  only  glitch  was  a  slowdown 
in  German  processing  that  was  delaying 
Damjanovic's  arrival. 

Two  months  later,  on  May  8,  the  notice  of  arrival 
was  received.  Damjanovic  was  scheduled  to  arrive 
May  18.  A  few  days  later,  when  the  domestic 
bookings  became  available,  it  was  learned  that 
Damjanovic  would  be  staying  overnight  in  New 
York,  then  arriving  in  New  Bern  on  May  19. 

May  19  finally  arrived,  and  the  committee 
prepared  for  their  excursion  to  New  Bern. 
Damjanovic  was  welcomed  by  five  committee 
members  that  Tuesday  evening. 

Outgoing  and  friendly  by  nature,  Damjanovic 
bonded  quickly  with  the  volunteers  who  provided 
resettlement  services  for  him.  He  wasted  no  time  in 
letting  everyone  know  that  he  was  ready  to  begin 
work.  He  had  not  been  allowed  to  hold  a  job  while  in 
the  refugee  camp  in  Germany,  and  several  years  of 
an  unproductive  lifestyle  was  enough  for  this 
intelligent  and  industrious  man. 

On  June  1 ,  exactly  two  weeks  after  he  entered  the 
United  States,  Damjanovic  began  working  at  Jarrett 
Bay  Boat  Works  in  Marshallberg  as  a  boat  carpenter. 
The  volunteers  drove  him  back  and  forth  from  his 
temporary  apartment  in  Morehead  City  to  the  job  site 
for  several  weeks  until  he  passed  his  driver  test  and  a 
suitable  car  was  found.  Vladimir  now  resides  in 
permanent  rental  quarters  which  are  located  within  a 
short  distance  of  Jarrett  Bay's  new  plant  in  Beaufort. 


Vladimir  Damjanovic  arrives  in  East  Carolina. 

According  to  Marlene  Anderson  of  St.  Paul's,  the 
sponsorship  truly  was  an  ecumenical  ministry.  Each 
participating  church  contributed  something  to  the 
resettlement  effort. 


Interfaith  Refugee 

Ministry 

Judith  Castranova 

Diocesan  Refugee  Coordinator 
(919)  633-9009  ♦  FAX:  (919)  633-9354 


Susan  Husson 

Case  Manager 
(919)  638-8705  •  FAX:  (919)  638-7570*51 


Fayetteville  Churches  Dedicate  Third  Habitat  House 

by  Dave  Davis 


FAYETTEVILLE  —  On  Sunday,  August  2nd,  the 
Fayetteville/Hope  Mills  area  Episcopalians  for 
Habitat  program  dedicated  their  third  Habitat  for 
Humanity  house.  With  God's  grace,  and  through  the 
dedicated  efforts  of  the  six  local  parishes  —  Christ 
Church,  Good  Shepherd,  Holy  Trinity,  St.  John's,  St. 
Joseph's,  and  St.  Paul's  in  the  Pines,  the  churches 
were  able  to  help  the  Simmons  family  experience  the 
joy  of  receiving  a  decent  place  to  live  along  with  the 
responsibility  of  home  ownership. 

The  time,  talents,  prayers,  and  treasures  of 
everyone  involved  helped  provide  the  family  a  hand 
up,  for  which  they  committed  to  repaying  the 
construction  costs  through  a  20-year  no  interest 
mortgage  and  providing  350  hours  of  sweat  equity  to 
the  Habitat  program.  The  no  interest  mortgage  is 
recycled  by  Habitat  for  Humanity  into  other  building 
projects  and  the  350  hours  of  sweat  equity  is  met  by 
working  on  their  own  and  others'  houses. 

Like  the  previous  two  Habitat  projects,  this  one 
was  truly  the  commitment  of  all  the  members  of  the 
local  parishes.  Working  as  a  team  was  the  key  to 
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providing  this  third  house,  now  home,  to  the 
Simmons  family. 

The  tithe  (10%)  from  the  construction  funds  went 
to  Habitat  International  to  help  build  four  additional 
houses  in  Guatemala.  With  the  completion  of  this 
third  project  the  Fayetteville  Episcopalians  have 
actually  helped  provide  decent  quality  homes  for  1 5 
families  (three  locally  and  12  in  Central  America). 

The  Episcopalians  for  Habitat  program  started  in 
1993,  when  the  local  Episcopal  parishes  in  the 
Fayetteville/Hope  Mills  area  joined  together  to  raise 
funds  and  build  three  Habitat  houses  over  a  6-year 
period.  The  tremendous  response  to  this  outreach 
program  has  allowed  the  group  to  meet  its  goals  in  5 
years.  In  addition,  they  have  laid  a  solid  foundation 
for  continued  work  in  this  ministry. 

The  success  has  been  possible  due  to  the  support 
and  prayers  of  the  entire  local  Episcopal  community, 
joined  with  a  very  active  Habitat  for  Humanity 
chapter.  The  concern  and  dedication  to  this  ministry, 
reflected  throughout  the  area's  parishes,  has  been  a 
true  witness  to  their  dedication  to  live  Christ's 
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message  of  love.  The  Fayetteville  churches  have  put 
into  action  the  call  to  "Go  out  into  the  world  in  peace, 
to  love  and  serve  the  Lord.  Alleluia!" 

—  Dave  Davis  serves  as  a  deacon  at  Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville. 


David  Zimmerman  and  two  Habitat  homeowners  frame 
newest  Habitat  home. 


Trinity  Center  Hosts  Diocesan  ECW  Meeting 


by  Elizabeth  Davenport 

As  ECW  board  members  gathered  at  Trinity 
Center  on  August  20,  they  were  delighted  to  see  the 
triptych  banners  in  memory  of  Bishop  Sanders 
hanging  in  the  small  conference  room.  Created  in 
England  by  designer  Juliet  Hemingray,  the  banners 
colorfully  depict  Jesus  as  Lord  of  the  universe. 
The  banners  were  purchased  through  the  generous 
gifts  of  ECW  chapters  across  the  diocese. 

The  day  included  an  enlightening  program  led 
by  ECW  President  Dencie  Page,  Eucharist  cele- 
brated by  the  Rev.  Fredericka  "Rickie"  Streenstra 
from  the  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd  in 
Wilmington  and  a  wonderful  Trinity  Center  lunch. 

CPC  report 

The  business  meeting  included  a  report  from 
Church  Periodical  Club  (CPC)  Director  Ruby 
Strouse.  From  January  1998  to  July  1998,  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina  has  collected  $2602.58 
for  the  CPC.  These  funds  were  raised  from  three 
separate  collections.  The  CPC  Sunday  collection 
totaled  $878.46  with  approximately  20-25  churches 
participating.  Sixty-five  percent  of  the  monies 
collected  are  sent  to  the  Episcopal  Church  Center 
in  New  York  where  they  are  disbursed  to  people 
around  the  world  in  need  of  books  and  periodicals. 

The  second  collection,  the  Miles  of  Pennies, 
helps  purchase  books  for  children  from  preschool 
to  grade  twelve.  Change  is  collected  in  jars  passed 
at  district  meetings  and  board  meetings.  A  few 
churches  have  placed  collection  jars  in  their  parish 
halls  and  other  public  places.  As  of  July  the 
diocese  had  raised  $  1 5 1 .84  for  Miles  for  Pennies. 
The  money  from  this  fund  is  sent  to  the  Episcopal 
Church  Center  for  disbursement. 

The  third  collection,  the  Special  Fund,  was 
begun  about  two  years  ago  to  help  defray  the  cost 
of  books  for  the  diocese's  seminarians.  The  fund  is 
supported  by  12-15  churches  in  the  diocese.  It 
helps  seminarians  from  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina  with  text  book  and  personal  library 
expenses.  By  July,  funds  in  this  collection  totaled 
$1639.12. 

The  CPC  has  made  a  special  request  for 
religious  literature  for  churches  in  the  Philippines. 
In  July,  Strouse  mailed  books  on  behalf  of  the 
diocese  to  the  Philippine  National  Church. 
Individuals  with  used  copies  of  the  Anglican 
Digest,  Guidepost,  Upper  Room,  Forward  Day  by 
Day,  etc.  are  encouraged  to  mail  them  to  the 
Philippine  dioceses  noted  in  the  sidebar. 

To  reduce  your  mailing  expenses,  Strouse 
suggests  you  use  a  padded  postal  bag,  book  postal 
rate  and  ship  surface  mail. 

UTO  Report 

United  Thank  Offering  Chair  Julie  Rose 
reported  that  over  the  past  two  years  there  has  been 
a  downward  trend  in  giving  to  the  United  Thank 
Offering  (UTO).  This  is  not  only  true  in  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  but  nationally  as  well. 

In  1998,  the  UTO  received  a  185  grant  requests 
for  a  total  of  $5,645,403.72.  Only  $2,670,  423.45 
was  available,  limiting  the  requests  granted  to  123. 
The  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  was  fortunate  to  be 
the  recipient  of  one  of  these  grants.  The  North/ 


South  Teen  Center  being  organized  in  Bath 
received  $13,350  (See  article  on  page  one.) 

During  the  meeting,  past  ECW  President  Billie 
Page  recommended,  that  the  diocese  incorporate 
more  prayer  in  our  offerings.  Along  those  lines. 
Rose  encourages  everyone  in  every  parish  to 
practice  an  awareness  of  thankfulness  first  and 
foremost  in  prayer  life. 

"Together  we  can  make  this  a  UNITED  effort," 
wrote  Rose  following  the  meeting.  "If  we  make  a 
conscious  effort  to  THANK  God  and  others,  I  have 
no  doubt  our  OFFERING  will  increase  this  fall." 

Spiritual  Resources  Commission  Report 

Nancy  Craig,  Chair  of  the  Spiritual  Resources 
Commission,  spoke  about  "The  Prayer  of  Silence." 
Craig  explained  that  in  the  "busy-ness"  of  our  lives 
we  must  decide  to  arrange  to  talk,  listen  and  be 
with  God  on  a  regular  basis.  With  gentleness,  she 
assured  the  audience  that  each  one  would  then 
know  a  deeper  relationship  with  God.  A  relation- 
ship that  would  enhance  everything  in  our  lives. 

Craig  recommended  the  Fall  Quiet  Day  on 
Thursday,  October  22  as  an  opportunity  to  meet 
with  God.  The  Quiet  Day  will  be  led  by  the  Rev. 
Carrie  Craig  at  Trinity  Center.  (For  more 
information  see  page  15.) 

Dates  for  Fall  District  Meetings 

The  district  chairpersons  announced  the 
following  dates,  places  and  guest  speakers  for  the 
fall  ECW  meetings:  Albemarle  -Tues.,  Oct.  20, 
Church  of  the  Advent,  Nancy  Craig,  guest;  Lower 
Cape  Fear  -  Tues.,  Oct.  6,  Church  of  the  Good 
Shepherd,  Wilmington;  Pamlico  -  Tues.,  Sept.  22, 
Zion  Church,  Washington;  Trinity  -  Wed.,  Nov.  4, 
St.  Thomas,  Oriental,  Thompson  Children's  Home 
Director  Volunteer  Services;  and  Upper  Cape 
Fear  -  Tues.,  Oct.  13,  Trinity  Church,  Lumberton. 


Philippine  Mailing  Addresses 
for  Sending  CPC  Booklets 


Phillipine  National  Church 

Francis  K.  Laoyan 
Easter  School 
P.O.  Box  6 

Baguio  City,  Philippine 


Central  Philippines 

Ellen  Gawigawen 
P.O.  Box  3167 
Manila,  Philppines 


Northern  Luzon 

Mercedes  Romero 

Dagupan,  Tabuk  Lakinga-Apayao 

Philippines  1401 

North  Central  Philippines* 

Ursula  Daoey 

Brent  School,  P.O.  Box  35 

Baguio  City,  2600,  Philippines 

Philippine  National  Office* 

Rose  Maliaman 

275  Rodriqez  Sr.  Blvd. 

Quezon  City,  Philippines 

Northern  Phillippines 

Neives  Ngislawan 
Chico  terrace 

Bontoc,  Mt  Province,  Philippines 

Southern  Philippines* 

Viola  Manguramas 

P.O.  BOx  113 

Cotabato  City,  Philippines 

*  Asterix  indicates  dioceses  which  have  welcomed  past 
CPC  shipments. 


Second  Annual  Historians  Meeting  to  Focus 

on  Parish  Histories  and  Preserving  Parish  Records 

Writing  parish  histories  and  preserving  parish  records  are  main  discussion  topics  for  the 
second  annual  church  historians  meeting  to  be  held  in  Fayetteville  on  Friday  and  Saturday, 
November  6  and  7. 

Featured  speaker  will  be  Michelle  Francis,  archivist  of  the  Presbyterian  Historical  Society 
at  Montreat.  An  Episcopalian,  Francis  has  extensive  experience  as  an  archivist,  including 
work  at  the  Diocese  of  North  Carolina  in  Raleigh. 

Roy  Parker,  Jr.,  contributing  editor  of  The  Fayetteville  Observer-Times,  will  review  the 
history  of  Fayetteville  churches.  Writer  and  historian,  Parker  is  the  author  of  Cumberland 
County:  A  Brief  History.  A  member  of  Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville,  he  served  on  the  Diocesan 
Executive  Council  from  1990  to  1994  and  vestry  of  Holy  Trinity  from  1975  to  1978. 

The  meeting  will  also  include  an  overview  of  diocesan  archival  holdings  and  a  discussion 
of  future  action.  Visits  to  Fayetteville  churches  are  also  planned. 

Historiographer  Mack  Bell  suggests  you  mark  your  calendar  now  for  November  5  and  6. 
More  information  and  a  brochure  with  full  details  and  an  application  will  be  released  soon. 
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Turning  "Mad"  Into  "Glad" 

by  Julie  Rose 


The»General 

amsgimna 


Almighty  God,  Father  of  all  mercies, 

We  thine  unworthy  servants 

Do  give  thee  most  humble  and  hearty  thanks 

For  all  thy  goodness  and  loving  kindness  f$mr 
To  us  and  to  all  men. 

We  bless  thee  for  our  creation,  preservation,  /Jrv 
and  all  the  blessings  of  this  life;  /  lm^ 

But  above  all  for  thine  inestimable  love  H3k 
In  the  redemption  of  the  world  by  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
For  the  means  of  grace,  and  for  the  hope  of  glory.  \  ^ 

And,  we  beseech  thee,  Give  us  that  due  sense  of  all  thy  mercies,       \  \ 
That  our  hearts  may  be  unfeignedly  thankful;  V 
And  that  we  may  show  forth  thy  praise,  /  m 

Not  only  with  our  lips,  but  in  our  lives,  M 
By  giving  up  our  selves  to  thy  service,  \F 
And  by  walking  before  thee 
In  holiness  and  righteousness  all  our  days; 

Through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  To  whom,  with  thee  and  the  Holy  Ghost, 
Be  all  honor  and  glory,  world  without  end.  Amen. 


As  the  "new"  UTO  coordinator  for  the  Diocese 
of  East  Carolina,  I'd  like  to  introduce  myself. 

I  am  a  member  of  St.  John's/St.  Mark's,  Grifton 
and  have  served  as  our  ECW  secretary  and 
president.  I  have  also  served  as  a  cook  in  St. 
Mary's,  Kinston,  Boar's  Head  and  Yule  Log 
Festival,  ECW  district  chair  and  co-chair  and 
convention  delegate. 

In  the  last  couple  years,  I  have  literally  made 
giving  thanks  a  priority  in  my  life.  Just  before 
Thanksgiving,  I  decided  I  would  show  my  thanks 
in  a  tangible  way,  to  someone  I  truly  needed  to 
thank.  I  fixed  a  basket  for  our  school  principal  - 
threw  in  a  couple  of  ribeyes,  a  bottle  of  wine,  and 
all  the  fixin's.  He  and  his  wife  loved  it.  Except. . . I 
loved  it  more.  It  was  real  joy. 

I've  found  there's  a  flip  side  to  giving  thanks 
though.  We  recently  lost  this  fine  man  as  our 
principal  due  to  reassignments  by  our  school 
superintendent.  Those  of  you  in  Pitt  County 
know  the  story,  I'm  sure.  What  you  don't  know 
is  how  mad  I  was. 

What  could  I  do?  I  couldn't  write  a  letter  to  the 
editor  that  truly  expressed  my  feelings  (they 
certainly  wouldn't  have  been  able  to  print  it).  Or 
could  I?  As  I  thought  and  meditated  about  it,  my 
"mad"  turned  to  "glad."  The  result  being  a  public 
letter  of  thanks  for  the  two  years  we  had  this  fine 
man.  (This  doesn't  mean  I'm  not  still  mad  by  any 
stretch  of  the  imagination.  I  just  put  my  "brussel 
sprouts"  on  the  back  burner  to  simmer  and  have 
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"sweet  syrup"  boiling  on  the  front  burner,  instead 
of  vice  versa). 

Through  meditation  this  scenario  turned  into 
an  opportunity  to  be  thankful  instead  of  hateful. 


How  does  this  translate  to  UTO?  A  conscious 
awareness  of  thankfulness  in  ALL  things.  Now  I 
just  have  to  put  my  money  where  my  mouth  is. 
Maybe  the  prayer  above  will  help  us  all. 


good  spirits  throughout  the  storm.  "With  the  fellow- 
ship of  having  others  around,  there  wasn't  as  much 
time  to  worry  about  what  was  happening,"  said  Earney. 

Bonnie  did  cause  some  minor  damage  to  the  roof 
of  St.  James'  causing  water  damage  to  the  baptistry. 

In  Wilmington  the  Good  Shepherd  House,  a  full 
service  day  shelter  for  homeless  individuals,  had  to 
shut  down  during  the  storm  because  it  is  not  approved 
as  a  FEMA  emergency  shelter.  Executive  Director  Dr. 
Randall  Medlock  explained  that  the  large  glass 
window  across  the  front  of  the  building  and  the  lack  of 
a  generator  prohibit  its  approval.  The  ministry's 
participants  were  referred  to  the  emergency  shelters 
opened  in  local  schools  and  many  chose  to  go  to  the 
Salvation  Army  for  shelter. 

Without  electrical  power  the  ministry  was  not  able 
to  open  on  Thursday,  but  the  Red  Cross  used  the 
parking  lot  as  a  feeding  site.  By  Friday,  the  day  labor 
program  was  running  again  and  many  of  the  day 
laborers  helped  in  area  clean  up.  By  Monday,  the 
ministry's  full  services  were  back  in  operation. 
Fortunately,  no  food  was  lost  due  to  the  power  outage. 

On  Topsail  Island,  which  received  the  brunt  of 
Fran's  wrath  in  1986,  structural  damage  was  minimal. 
Bonnie,  however,  did  cause  some  damage  to  the  Wade 
T.  Chestnut  Memorial  Chapel  in  Surf  City.  The  storm 
blew  shingles  off  the  chapel  and  Caronell  Chestnut 
believes  a  new  roof  will  be  necessary.  The  storm  also 
caused  water  damage  to  some  of  the  paneling  in  the 
chapel  and  blew  out  a  window  in  the  adjacent 
community  building. 

Despite  the  damage,  services  continued  in  the 
chapel  immediately.  Chestnut  reported  that  the  sermon 
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on  the  Sunday  following  Bonnie  included  an 
uplifting  message  reminding  worshipers  that  we're 
not  in  charge  of  everything. 

Trinity  Center  suffers  beach  erosion 

At  Trinity  Center  in  Salter  Path,  the  most  visible 
damage  was  additional  erosion  on  the  beach  and  to 
the  dunes.  While  the  beach  steps  survived  the  storm, 
the  dunes  under  the  steps  were  swept  away,  leaving 
the  stairs  hanging  in  mid-air.  Keith  Mastin,  the 
Elderhostel  coordinator,  estimated  that  six  feet  of 
dunes  were  probably  lost. 

Further  evidence  of  the  storm  could  be  seen  on 
the  beach,  where  hundreds  of  tires  littered  the  area. 
In  the  1980's,  100,000  tires  had  been  dumped  into  the 
ocean  in  an  effort  to  create  an  artificial  reef.  Over 
time  the  metal  cables  which  once  connected  the  tires 
have  eroded  and  Bonnie's  currents  washed  them 
ashore.  Chris  Mohr,  the  Soundings  editor,  guesses 
that  there  were  350  tires  on  Trinity  Center's 
beachfront. 

Mastin  predicted  that  evapotranspiration,  the 
process  by  which  moisture  is  drained  from  vegetation 
due  to  high  winds,  will  be  a  problem.  "After  Fran," 
said  Mastin,  "the  maritime  forest  looked  dead  for  two 
years."  When  the  upper  vegetation  is  lost  due  to 
winds  and  salt  spray,  explained  Mastin,  the  under- 
growth explodes.  Vines,  especially  poison  ivy, 
become  a  problem. 

As  in  other  places,  most  of  the  damage  at  Trinity 
Center  was  more  of  a  nuisance  than  a  tragedy. 
Shingles  had  to  be  repaired  on  buildings.  The  tar 
paper  on  the  unfinished  roof  of  the  Pelican  House 
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had  to  be  replaced.  Branches  had  to  be  cleared. 

The  economic  impact  at  Trinity  Center  is  still 
being  determined  said  JoAnn  Bowers,  Trinity 
Center's  office  manager. 

Trinity  Center  has  a  policy  that  the  center  is 
evacuated  even  at  the  threat  of  a  hurricane.  By  6:00 
p.m.  on  Tuesday,  all  the  in-house  groups,  as  well  as 
the  staff,  had  left  the  island.  Mike  Morgan,  the 
executive  director,  and  his  wife  Helen,  were  the  only 
exception. 

Remarkably,  many  staff  members  were  back  as 
early  as  Friday,  cleaning  up  storm  debris.  "We  have  a 
very  special  group  of  people  at  Trinity  Center," 
explained  Bowers.  "Most  people  here  consider  the 
center's  ministry  as  part  theirs.  They  always  rally  to 
help  it  go  on." 

By  Sunday,  scheduled  groups  were  returning  to 
the  center. 

Residents  bounce  back  quickly 

Trinity  Center  wasn't  the  only  place  to  suffer  from 
revenue  loss.  In  Nags  Head,  a  member  of  St. 
Andrew's  by  the  Sea  reported  that  most  of  the  locals 
found  the  storm  to  be  very  discouraging  because  of 
the  evacuation. 

Despite  the  inconvenience  of  storm  debris,  power 
outages,  and  area  flooding,  most  people  seemed  to 
have  bounced  back  from  the  storm  fairly  quickly. 

As  Ann  Suther  at  St.  Andrew's  on  the  Sound  in 
Wilmington  said,  "Most  people  remember  Fran  from 
two  years  ago  and  expected  the  worst.  When  they 
saw  how  minor  the  damage  was,  they  were  overjoyed 
and  thanked  God." 
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Developing  Spiritual  Friendships 


by  Flora  R.  Shedd,  ObJN 


Beginning  a  conversation  with  another  person 
about  a  life  of  prayer  and  faith  could  be  the  start  of 
a  bold  adventure  in  stewardship,  in  healing,  and 
evangelism.  If  we  start  with  a  spiritual  friend,  the 
possibilities  are  endless. 

The  Spiritual  Resources  Commission  of  the 
diocese  is  currently  working  to  enable  the 
development  of  spiritual  friendships  through  the 
use  of  spiritual  directors.  The  commission  is 
drawing  up  guidelines  for  spiritual  direction  to  be 
included  in  a  report  to  the  bishop. 

Developing  guidelines  for  spiritual  directors  is 
not  an  easy  task,  for  truly  only  the  Holy  Spirit  calls 
persons  to  this  vocation.  The  commission  hopes 
that  the  report  will  be  helpful  to  the  bishop  as 
persons  in  our  diocese  seek  to  find  resources 
available  for  spiritual  direction  and  are  called  to  a 
vocation  in  holy  listening. 

What  would  happen  in  the  life  of  the  Diocese 
of  East  Carolina  if  all  members  of  every  church 
sought  out  someone  this  year  to  discuss  their  life 
as  Christians?  What  if  we  were  encouraged  by  our 
priest  to  talk  to  anyone  just  as  long  as  we  faithfully 
talked  of  our  journey?  Whom  would  you  choose? 

Think  about  it  in  your  own  situation.  Would 
you  chose  a  priest,  a  deacon,  a  member  of  the 
vestry;  maybe  that  quiet  serene  woman  who  sits  in 
the  fourth  pew  on  the  gospel  side  Sunday  after 
Sunday;  perhaps  a  pillar  in  the  community  that  is 
respected;  or  a  friend  —  a  spiritual  friend? 


Seeking  help  with  one's  spiritual  life  is  a  long 
respected  tradition  in  the  Church  and  many  books 
and  letters  have  been  written  directly  to  persons 
seeking  counsel.  St.  Paul  in  his  letters  to  Timothy 
advised  him  not  only  on  his  life,  but  on  the 
instruction  of  the  people  of  Ephesus: 

"First  of  all,  then,  I  urge  that  petitions,  prayers, 
intercessions,  and  thanksgivings  be  offered  for 
everyone,  for  sovereigns  and  all  in  high  office  so 
that  we  may  lead  a  tranquil  and  quiet  life,  free  to 
practice  our  religion  with  dignity.  Such  prayer  is 
right,  and  approved  by  God  our  Savior,  whose  will 
is  that  all  should  find  salvation  and  come  to  know 
the  truth."  ( I  Timothy  2: 1-4) 

St.  Frances  De  Sales  (1567  -  1622)  who  spent 
his  life  in  spiritual  direction,  wrote  a  helpful  book 
to  Marie  du  Chastel,  a  maid  of  honor  in  the 
household  of  Catherine  of  Cleves,  Duchess  of 
Guise.  The  Introduction  to  the  Devout  Life,  has 
become  a  timeless  classic.  Addressing  her  as 
Philothea,  he  wrote  that  every  person  can  lead  a 
devout  life —  not  just  ordained  ministers  and 
members  of  religious  orders: 

"No,  Philothea,  true  devotion  does  us  no 
harm  whatsoever,  but  instead  perfects  all  things  .... 
It  not  only  does  no  injury  to  one's  vocation  or 
occupation,  but  on  the  contrary  adorns  and 
beautifies  it.  All  kinds  of  precious  stones  take  on 
greater  luster  when  dipped  into  honey,  each 
according  to  its  color.  So  also  every  vocation 


Fall  Quiet  Day 

October  22,  1998 
9:00  a.m.  -  4:00 p.m. 
The  Rev.  Carrie  Craig,  Retreat  Leader 

The  Spiritual  Resources  Commission  invites  you  to  a  Fall  Quiet  Day  at  Trinity  Center.  The 
Rev.  Carrie  Craig  will  be  the  retreat  leader.  A  graduate  of  The  Church  Divinity  School  of  the 
Pacific,  Carrie  began  her  ministry  in  Greenville  in  1992,  where  she  served  as  Director  of  Religious 
Education  for  St.  Timothy's.  Craig  is  now  in  her  sixth  year  as  a  Chaplain  at  Pitt  Memorial 
Hospital.  She  is  serving  as  the  chair  of  the  newly  formed  diocesan  AIDS  Commission. 

A  member  of  Spiritual  Directors  International,  Craig  has  a  broad  background  in  religious 
studies.  She  has  been  involved  in  the  dialogue  among  world  religions  for  a  number  of  years.  Craig 
brings  many  special  gifts  to  the  quiet  day. 

The  day's  schedule  includes  two  meditations,  Morning  and  Noonday  Prayers  and  a  closing 
Eucharist.  Spiritual  Direction  will  be  available. 

You  may  may  register  by  calling  Cynthia  Pollack  at  the  diocesan  house  at  252/522-0885 
or  888/622-4778.  The  $12  registration  fee  includes  lunch  and  is  due  upon  arrival.  You  may  also 
check  with  Pollack  on  the  availablity  of  rooms  at  Trinity  Center  prior  to  or  following  the  Quiet  Day. 


becomes  more  agreeable  when  united  with 
devotion." 

Today  there  are  countless  books  and  articles 
on  prayer,  and  walking  the  road  of  Christ  and  with 
Christ.  The  person  who  seeks  an  ever  deepening 
devotion  should  seek  spiritual  counsel  for  the 
journey  goes  through  dark  nights,  dry  valleys, 
and  desert  mirages.  There  are  moments  of 
transfiguration  when  one  can  say  with  St.  Paul 
that  the  voice  of  God  was  heard,  "for  we  were 
with  him  on  the  holy  mountain"  (  2  Peter  16:18); 
however,  most  often  there  is  just  ordinary  time 
with  all  that  daily  living  brings. 

My  spiritual  director  was  so  right  when  he 
advised  me  just  before  I  joined  my  profession 
as  an  oblate  of  The  Order  of  Julian  of  Norwich: 
"just  remember,  priests,  deacons,  and  those  in  the 
religious  life  are  just  ordinary  folk,  making  the 
same  mistakes  that  others  do,  and  you  will,  too; 
do  not  be  discouraged  when  you  fail  as  you  seek 
God  on  the  mountain  —  we  all  do." 

St.  Bernard  wrote,  "He  who  sets  himself  up 
as  his  own  teacher  becomes  the  pupil  of  a  fool," 
so  why  not  ask  another  person  to  sit  with  you  in 
prayer  as  together  you  seek  the  guidance  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  your  life. 

Perhaps  a  gentle  beginning  is  with  a  spiritual 
friend. 


O  God,  in  the  course  of  this  busy 
life,  give  us  time  of  refreshment  and  peace; 
and  grant  that  we  may  so  use  our  leisure  to 
rebuild  our  bodies  and  renew  our  minds, 
that  our  spirits  may  be  opened  to  the 
goodness  of  your  creation;  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord. 


Book  of  Common  Prayer,  p. 825 
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Going  Once,  Going  Twice,  Gone 

Tickets  to  St  Francis'  Auction 
Are  Going 


BOGUE  BANKS  —  St.  Francis'  by  the  Sea  is  organizing  its  first  ever  gala 
event  complete  with  a  silent  auction  and  a  grand  drawing  for  a  trip  to  St. 
Maarten.  The  event  will  be  held  on  October  10  from  7:00  to  9:00  p.m. 
at  the  Coral  Bay  Club  at  Atlantic  Beach.  Reservations  are  $25.00  per  person 
and  include  heavy  hors  d'oeuvres  and  cocktails.  Attire  is  casual  and  the 
bidding  will  be  hot. 

Silent  auction  items  include  ACC  basketball  tournament  tickets,  a  bike  by 
Ross,  a  pager  preloaded  with  200  free  pages,  and  a  dinner  for  four  prepared 
by  Ken  and  Sally  Benson  and  Frank  and  Dot  Fagan. 

The  invitation  is  issued  to  one  and  all.  Space  restricts  the  number  who 
can  attend,  so  don't  hesitate  to  contact  Marian  Jernigan  at  252/247-4337  to 
make  your  reservations. 

Along  with  the  silent  auction,  there  will  a  drawing  for  a  trip  including 
airfare  and  accommodations  to  the  sunny  Carribean.  A  one  week  trip,  March 
6-13,  1999  in  St.  Maarten  will  be  the  grand  prize. 

Airfare  for  two  from  Raleigh-Durham  airport  is  part  of  the  package.  The 
two  bedroom,  two  bath  suite  at  the  beautiful  Belair  Beach  Hotel  located  on 
Little  Bay,  just  south  of  Philipsburg,  sleeps  six,  has  a  fully-equipped  kitchen 
and  is  listed  in  the  guidebooks  as  expensive. 

Only  1200  tickets  will  be  sold  and  the  cost  is  just  $10.00  per  ticket.  If 
you  would  like  to  buy  or  sell  tickets,  contact  Al  Orcutt  at  252/240-1470. 


n* Parish  - 

vrtn-ups 


Commitment  is  what  transforms  a  promise  into  reality.  It  is 
words  that  speak  boldly  of  intentions.  And  the  actions  which 
speak  louder  than  words.  It  is  making  the  time  when  there  is 
none.  Coming  through  time  after  time,  year  after  year. 
Commitment  is  the  stuff  character  is  made  of,  the  power  to 
change  the  face  of  things.  It  is  the  daily  triumph  of  integrity  over 
skepticism. 

—  reprinted  from  the  newsletter  of  St.  Paul s  in  the  Pines,  Fayetteville. 


Parish  Pin-ups  is  a  regular  feature  of  Cross  Current.  Scan  your  church  bulletin  boards, 
bulletins  and  newsletters  and  submit  your  pin-ups  to  the  editor. 


Diocesan 


— ■  — —  — -   —  «  mm*  l^lOCCSilll 

^Calendar 


Adults  Who  Work  With  Youth  Conference,  Trinity  Center 

Convention  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  10:00  a.m. 

Trinity  Deanery  Clergy  Luncheon  with  Bishop  Daniel 

Upper  Cape  Fear  Deanery  Clergy  Luncheon  with  Canon  Craig 

Camp  Committee  Meeting,  Diocesan  House,  10:00  a.m. 

Trinity  Center  Finance  Committee  Meeting,  Trinity  Center,  10:00  a.m. 

Happening  Board  Meeting,  Diocesan  House,  9:00  a.m.  -  1 1 :00  a.m. 

Happening  Staff  Meeting,  Diocesan  Staff,  12:00  p.m.  -  4:00  p.m. 

St.  Peter's  by  the  Sea,  Swansboro,  Youth  Retreat,  Trinity  Center 

St.  Andrew's  on  the  Sound,  Wilmington,  Youth  Retreat,  Trinity  Center 

Spiritual  Resources  Commission,  Diocesan  House, 

10:00  a.m.  -  12:00  p.m. 
Interim  Ministry  Meeting,  Diocesan  House,  1:00  -  3:00  p.m. 
Trinity  Center  Board  Meeting,  Trinity  Center,  10:00  a.m. 
The  Rev.  Thomas  M.  Rickenbaker  Celebration  of  New  Ministry, 

St.  Paul's,  Edenton,  7:00  p.m. 


18-20 
21 
22 
22 
24 
24 
26 
26 
26-27 
26-27 

28 
2K 
2c> 

30 


Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  Wilmington,  Parish  Family  Retreat, 
Trinity  Center 

Trinity  Church,  Lumberton,  Parish  Family  Retrat,  Trinity  Center 
St.  Thomas',  Bath,  Parish  Family  Retreat,  Trinity  Center 
Training  of  Trainers  for  Prevention  of  Sexual  Misconduct, 

Diocesan  House 
Companion  Diocese  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  10:30  a.m. 
Pamlico  Deanery  Clergy  Luncheon  with  Bishop  Daniel 
St.  Francis',  Goldsboro,  Parish  Family  Retreat,  Trinity  Center 
Cursillo  Secretariat  Meets,  St.  Mary's,  Kinston,  10:00  a.m. 
New  Beginnings  Board  &  Staff  Meeting,  Diocesan  House 
Clergy  Conference,  Trinity  Center 

Clergy  Salary  Study  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  10:00  a.m. 
Happening  #32,  Trinity  Center 

Trinity  Church,  Cocowinity,  Adult  Retreat,  Trinity  Center 
150th  Anniversary  Celebration,  Holy  Trinity,  Hertford 
Standing  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  1 1:00  a.m. 
Fall  Quiet  Day,  Trinity  Center 

Creative  Christian  Stewardship  Grant  Committee  Meeting, 

Diocesan  House,  10:00  a.m. 
St.  Andrew's  by  the  Sea,  Nags  Head,  Parish  Family  Retreat, 

Trinity  Center 
Prison  Ministry,  Superintendents  Retreat,  Trinity  Center 
Senior  Diocesan  Youth  Event,  Trinity  Center 
Second  Annual  All  Hallows  Eve  Organ  Benefit  Concert 

followed  by  All  Saints  Day  Eucharist ,  St.  Paul's,  Greenville, 

1 1p.m.- 12:30  a.m.  Costumers  encouraged! 

The  Bishop's  Visitation  Schedule 

Sept.  13  Holy  Cross,  Aurora 

Sept.  20  St.  Joseph's,  Fayetteville 

Oct.  4  St.  Francis',  Goldsboro 

Oct.  1 1  St.  James'  the  Fisherman,  Shallotte 

Oct.  18  St.  Paul's,  Wilmington 

Oct.  25  St.  Thomas',  Windsor 


2-4 
2-4 
2-4 

3 
5 
6 

9-11 
10 
10 
11-13 
16 
16-18 
16-18 
18 
20 
22 

23 

23-25 
28-30 
30- 11/1 


31 
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Church  of  the  Advent  with  First  Christian  Church,  Williamston 


Christ  Church,  New  Bern 


St.  Mary's,  Kinston 


rom  Bible  Blast  Offs  to  Fishin' 
Missions,  Vacation  Bible  School 
offered  children  across  the 
diocese  the  opportunity  to 
spend  time  with  Jesus  and  one 
another  in  fellowship.  Whether 
building  arks,  painting  t-shirts  or 
singing  songs,  smiles  lit  the 
faces  of  young  and  old  alike. 


Trinity,  Chocowinity 
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Christ  Church,  Elizabeth  City 
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St  Paul's,  Beaufort 


Christ  Church,  Elizabeth  City 
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Wellness  Ministry  Extends  St.  Andrew's  Caring  Community 


by  Alicia  Alford 

St.  Andrew's  on  the  Sound  in  Wilmington  has 
introduced  an  innovative,  caring  and  effective 
ministry  built  on  the  Christian  principals  of  healing 
and  caring  for  one  another.  Originally  begun  as  an 
exercise  class  for  elders,  the  ministry  is  now  a  full- 
fledged  wellness  program,  complete  with  a  parish 
nurse,  monthly  health  screenings,  educational 
classes,  home  visitations,  and  bereavement 
counseling. 

"This  parish  is  remarkable  in  its  loving,  caring 
community  and  this  program  is  just  a  natural 
xtension  of  that,"  explains  Natalie  Ling,  Chair  of 
the  Wellness  Committee  at  St.  Andrew's  on  the 
Sound. 

Parish  Nurse  Gari  Nell  Eberhardt  concurs, 
explaining  that  the  ministry  is  an  intentional  effort 
to  care  for  one  another,  physically,  emotionally  and 
spiritually. 

Building  community  through  exercise 

The  idea  for  an  exercise  class  grew  out  of 
Ling's  desire  to  combine  her  Disciples  of  Christ  in 
Community  (DOCC)  experience,  her  work  with  the 
tninistry  on  aging  and  her  own  desire  for  more 
regular  physical  exercise.  With  the  help  of  Dr. 
Marsha  Fratwell,  a  gerontologist,  Ling  recruited  a 
specialist  in  physical  fitness  training  for  elders  to 
teach  an  exercise  class  at  St.  Andrew's.  The  result 
was  a  weekly,  low  impact  aerobics  class  begun  in 
lune  1997.  The  class  focuses  on  building  strength, 
flexibility  and  endurance.  But  the  class  is  not 
merely  about  building  physical  health,  it  is  also 
ibout  building  community. 

While  the  class  is  geared  toward  adults  over  50, 
:he  class  of  12  ranges  in  age  from  the  40s  to  the 
30s.  Two  males  and  ten  females  participate.  They 
are  of  all  shapes  and  sizes  and  are  not  all  members 
Df  St.  Andrew's.  One  person  has  Parkinson's 
disease  and  another  participant  is  deaf. 
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Thanks  to 
participant  Jeanette 
Withrow  proclaiming, 
"I  call  this  a 
fellowship,"  the  class, 
originally  called 
"Building  Community 
through  exercise,"  has 
become  known  as 
"exercise  fellowship." 

To  build 
fellowship  and  a 
caring  community, 
Ling  maintains  the 
names  and  phone 
numbers  of  all 
participants.  If 
someone  misses  a 
class,  she  calls  or 


Parish  Nurse  Gari  Eberhardt,  Rector  Bill  Trimble,  and 
Wellness  Committee  Chair  Natalie  Ling  lead  St.  Andrew  s 
innovative  wellness  program. 


sends  them  a  card,  just  to  let  them  know  they  are 
missed  and  someone  cares. 

Expanding  the  wellness  program 

It  didn't  take  the  Rev.  Bill  Trimble,  rector  of 
St.  Andrew's,  long  to  recognize  the  success  of  the 
class  and  the  need  it  was  filling  for  seniors  in  the 
congregation.  (St.  Andrew's  has  approximately 
750  members,  one  third  of  whom  are  over  50.)  In 
the  fall  of  1997,  Trimble  approached  the  wellness 
committee  with  the  idea  of  a  parish  nurse.  Trimble 
had  read  about  such  a  program  in  his  former 
parish,  Grace-St.  Mark's  in  Memphis,  Tennessee. 

In  January  of  1998,  Debbie  Hooser,  the  parish 
nurse  at  Grace-St.  Mark's,  came  to  St.  Andrew's 
for  a  Saturday  workshop  and  presentation  on  the 
parish  nurse  program.  About  25  health 
professionals  and  people  from  a  variety  of  medical 
and  health  related  fields  attended. 

Gari  Eberhardt  was  among  them.  Eberhardt,  a 


St.  Augustine's 
Honors  the 
Rev.  Joseph 
Banks 


nurse,  had  recently  retired  from  a  career  in  public 
health,  hospice  work  and  case  management. 

"I  was  looking  for  something  to  fill  the  void," 
said  Eberhardt.  "[During  the  workshop,]  I  felt  a 
call.  I  felt  very  compulsive  really." 

Eberhardt  wanted  to  meld  the  wealth  of  people 
and  medical  expertise  she  saw  in  the  room  into  "a 
machine."  She  saw  an  opportunity  to  do  within  her 
own  parish,  exactly  what  she  had  done  all  her  life 
for  people  that  she  did  not  know. 

The  ministry  of  a  parish  nurse 

As  a  volunteer,  Eberhardt  became  St.  Andrew's 
parish  nurse.  Eberhardt  launched  the  wellness 
program  with  a  series  of  screenings  offered  at  the 
church  following  the  11:15  Sunday  services.  She 
has  organized  blood  pressure  and  diabetes 
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screenings  and  is  working  to  organize  cholesterol 
and  hearing  screenings,  as  well.  Thanks  to  the 
diabetes  screening,  20  parishioners  were 
identified  as  diabetic. 

Eberhardt  attends  the  church's  weekly  staff 
meetings  and  takes  referrals  from  the  church 
staff  ranging  from  hospital  visitations  to 
questions  on  medication  or  home  health  care 
needs.  She  has  helped  connect  caregivers  with 
people  in  need.  She  sends  cards  to  parishioners 
who  are  hospitalized.  She  visits  parishioners  at 
home  to  assist  with  the  transition  from  hospital 
to  home.  She  helps  with  nursing  home  moves. 

She  also  organizes  lay  volunteers  to  help  care 
for  the  parishioners.  A  volunteer  now  regularly 
visits  a  parishioner  suffering  from  emphysema. 
Another  regularly  visits  a  woman  in  a  nursing 
home. 

Eberhardt  has  organized  a  group  to  assist 
with  bereavement  counseling.  To  prepare,  the 
eight  parishioners  attended  the  Lower  Cape  Fear 
Hospice's  bereavement  and  hospice  training 
program. 

In  July  1998,  Eberhardt  attended  a  one-week 
course  on  congregational  nursing  offered  by  the 
Georgia  Baptist  College  of  Nursing.  It  was  the 
first  such  program  for  parish  nurses. 

She  hopes  to  attend  the  eleven-week  summer 
program  that  New  Hanover  Hospital  offers  for 
hospital  chaplains.  She  explains  that  having 
access  to  parishioners  while  they  are  in  the 
hospital  would  be  very  helpful  to  the  ministry. 

The  wellness  ministry  also  includes  an 
educational  component.  A  six-week  adult 


Sunday  school  class  focusing  on  stress  and  its 
relation  to  the  mind,  body  and  spirit  is  scheduled 
for  November  and  December.  Dr.  Bruce  A. 
Baldwin,  a  practicing  psychologist,  will  teach 
the  class.  Another  six-week  class,  "The  Many 
Faces  of  Grief,"  is  scheduled  to  begin  in 
January. 

Despite  the  already  enormous  scope  of  the 
ministry,  Eberhardt  concedes  that  it  is  in  its 
initial  stages  of  development.  She  has  plans  for 
an  ECW  sponsored  health  fair,  a  parenting 
course,  immunization  boosters  for  adults, 
hearing  and  vision  screening  for  children's 
Sunday  school  classes.  According  to  her,  "the 
possibilities  are  unlimited." 

"Being  accepted  and  being  cared  for" 

When  Ling  and  Eberhardt  talk  about  this 
new  ministry,  they  exude  enthusiasm,  joy  and 
contentment.  It  is  obvious  that  the  ministry  has 
brought  each  of  them  a  great  deal  of  personal 
satisfaction.  They  both  admit  that  the  ministry  is 
as  much  about  ministering  to  those  being  cared 
for  as  it  is  about  giving  people  an  opportunity  to 
share  their  gifts. 

"Seeing  people  take  on  that  which  is  most 
important  to  them  and  sharing  it  with  others,  is  a 
very  important  part  of  this  ministry,"  says 
Eberhardt. 

The  ministry  is  building  community  for  the 
caregivers,  as  well  as  for  the  receivers. 

"This  ministry  has  opened  up  a  feeling  of 
being  accepted  and  cared  for,"  says  Ling,  before 
humbly  adding,  "That's  all  we're  really  doing." 


Bulletin  to  Participants  of  the  May  30 
Welfare  Briefing 

And  Other  Interested  Parties 

Learn  about  creative  ways  in  which  your 
Faith  Community  can  help! 
Come  to  the  workshop  on: 
Creating  Caring  Communities:  Churches  Responding  Faithfully  to  Welfare  Reform 

October  24, 1998 

The  Bishops'  Initiative  on  Children  and  Poverty  (United  Methodist  Church,  North  Carolina 
Conference)  is  presenting  a  conference  on  the  effects  of  welfare  reform  on  children  with 
a  particular  focus  on  the  counties  of  Eastern  North  Carolina. 

It  will  be  held  at  the  United  Methodist  Church  of  Vanceboro,  Farmlife  Ave.,  8:30  AM  to  1  PM; 
lunch  and  snacks  provided.  Farmlife  Avenue  is  off  Main  St.  at  the  only  traffic  light  in  Vanceboro. 
The  cost  is  $10.00.  Scholarships  are  available. 

To  register,  please  call  Bets  Borries  Crean,  Chair  of  the  Hunger,  Peace  and  Justice  Commission 
at  252/756-0808,  Judy  Jolly  (UMC)  252/948-0361,  or  Carol  Hayes  (NC  Conference)  800/849-4433. 
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Bishop  Daniel  among  other  Anglican  bishops  posing  for  a  group  photo. 


Dear  friends  in  Christ, 

It  was  in  Canterbury  that  Christianity  was 
reestablished  in  England  almost  1500  years  ago 
with  the  arrival  of  Augustine  and  his  small  and 
frightened  band  of  monks  from  Rome.  597  AD  is 
the  date  that  the  history  books  give  us.  What  is 
not  often  mentioned  is  that  Queen  Bertha,  a 
Christian  herself,  was  already  there  in 
Canterbury  eager  to  greet  the  monks  and  to 
welcome  their  mission. 

While  in  England  for  the  Lambeth 
Conference,  I  stood  one  day  in  the  small  chapel 
that  Bertha  used,  and  where  for  some  30  years 
she  prayed  that  the  pope  would  undertake  such  a 
mission  to  her  kingdom. 

The  foundation  of  Anglicanism,  then,  was  not 
laid  when  Augustine  arrived.  Augustine  and  his 
monks  arrived  and  built  on  the  foundation  laid  by 
Queen  Bertha  with  30  years  of  prayer,  day  by 
day,  prayer  by  prayer.  On  that  foundation, 
Christianity  in  England  was  built.  From  the  deep 
roots  of  Bertha's  prayers,  hope  and  faithfulness 
have  grown  into  what  we  celebrate  and  love  as 
the  world-wide  Anglican  Communion. 

The  face  of  the  Lambeth  Conference 

It  was  to  that  same  work  of  prayer,  hope  and 
faithfulness  that  some  750  bishops,  most  with 
spouses,  from  1 60  nations  around  the  world, 
representing  almost  1000  dioceses  and  70  million 
faithful  contained  within  the  Anglican 
Communion,  gathered  in  Canterbury  for  three 
weeks  in  July  and  August.  In  this  ancient  and 
poignant  city  and  its  cathedral,  much  of  our 
history  as  Anglicans  has  been  written  and  much 
of  our  life  as  a  church  has  been  formed. 

Processing  down  the  aisle  with  all  the  bishops 
gathered  for  the  opening  service  at  Canterbury 
Cathedral  and  sitting  near  the  spot  where  the 
Archbishop  Thomas  Becket  was  martyred  in 
1 1 70  was  a  moving  moment.  I  found  tears 
welling  up  more  than  once  as  we  saw  the  flash  of 
dancers,  the  rumble  of  drums  and  proclaimed  and 
sang  in  many  languages:  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord! 

The  conference  itself  was  housed  at  the 
University  of  Kent,  set  on  a  hill  about  a  mile 
from  the  center  of  town  and  the  cathedral.  From 
the  dining  hall  where  we  ate  our  meals,  we  could 
look  out  and  see  the  cathedral  which  served  as  a 
silent,  and  constant  reminder  of  who  we  are  and 
what  we  were  about  as  bishops  gathered  for  the 
XIII  Lambeth  Conference. 

The  majority  of  bishops  were  black-  and 
brown-skinned,  reflecting  the  great  growth  and 
expansion  of  the  Anglican  Communion  in 
Africa,  the  Southern  Cone  and  Pacific  Rim.  For 
most,  English  was  not  their  first  language.  By 
sheer  numbers,  these  bishops  dominated  the 
conference.  Ten  years  ago,  130  bishops 
represented  Africa.  This  year,  there  were  228. 
The  church  in  Nigeria  alone  has  grown  from  26 
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to  61  dioceses  over  the  past  decade. 

Through  their  stories  of  poverty,  suffering 
and  struggles  with  Islamic  fundamentalists  and 
political  oppression,  bishops  from  these  areas 
made  a  powerful  witness  to  the  more  settled, 
wealthier  churches  in  the  northern  hemisphere. 


linguistically  and  theologically  —  as  a 
communion  than  I  have  ever  imagined.  Part  of 
the  challenge  of  this  Lambeth,  different  from  the 
12  preceding  conferences,  is  that  we  experienced 
a  power  shift  from  the  North  and  West  to  the 
South  and  East. 


One  Communion, 
many  cultures 

The  Anglican 
Communion  in  Africa  is 
young,  mostly  poor  and 
in  many  places  suffering. 
The  church  in  the  more 
southerly  parts  of  the 
Western  Hemisphere  and 
the  Pacific  is  a  struggling 
and  developing  church. 
The  Church  of  Europe, 
North  America,  and 
Australia  is  settled  and 
privileged. 

Each  of  these 
circumstances,  as  I 
learned,  brings  its  own 
joys  and  challenges  as 
the  church  struggles  to 
communicate  the  Gospel 
in  a  way  that  is  meaning- 
ful and  life-giving  within 
the  context  and  culture  of 
the  region.  Difficulties  and  tensions  are  bound 
to  arise  as  the  church  in  one  set  of  circumstances 
tries  to  understand  the  church  and  its  proclama- 
tion in  another  setting  and  circumstance. 

We  are  incredibly  more  diverse  —  culturally, 
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Archbishop  of  Canterbury  George  Carey  sits  on  the  throne  of  St.  Augustine 
in  Canterbury  Cathedral  during  the  opening  Eucharist  at  the  1998  Lambeth 
Conference,  surrounded  by  the  primates  of  the  Anglican  Communion 
and  750  bishops.  (Episcopal  News  Service  photo  by  Jeff  Sells/Anglican  World) 


We  were  challenged  fo  come  to  understand 
one  another  and  the  varied  contexts  in  which  we 
minister.  We  were  challenged  to  bridge  our 
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differences  in  a  way  that  maintains  our  unity, 
promotes  our  mutual  understanding,  and  furthers 
the  spread  of  the  Gospel. 

As  we  met  day  after  day,  we  did  our  talking, 
listening  and  praying.  I  believe  that  in  our 
diversity,  we  grew  in  our  ability  to  trust  that  each 
of  us  follows  a  common  Lord,  possesses  a  shared 
faith  and  that  the  church,  in  whatever  its  setting 
or  circumstances  throughout  the  world,  is 
working  to  proclaim  the  faith  of  Christ  crucified 
with  integrity  and  vigor  to  the  culture  in  which  it 
exists. 

As  we  pray  through  our  Anglican  cycle  of 
prayer  daily  in  the  chapel  at  the  diocesan  house, 
the  names  of  dioceses  and  bishops  come  to  me 
now  not  just  as  words  on  a  page,  but  as  faces  and 
stories  remembered.  I  remember  African 
bishops  who  told  me  of  starvation,  arrest,  torture 
and  murder;  a  bishop  whose  wife  was  blown  up 
by  a  land  mine;  political  oppression  in  Myanmar; 
a  bishop's  wife  who  is  struggling  to  get  her 
children  out  of  her  country  to  a  safe  haven  in 
England,  due  to  fear  of  arrest  and  imprisonment; 
bishops  whose  families  have  grown  to  include 
scores  of  children  orphaned  by  genocide. 

The  Anglican  Communion  now  has  a  face  for 
me,  and  names,  and  a  story.   I  will  never  think  of 
the  church  in  quite  the  same  way  again.  Though 
there  is  pain  in  this  new  knowledge  and 
awareness,  there  is  also  joy  and  peace. 

The  whole  of  the  conference  was  undergirded 
and  soaked  with  prayer,  worship  and  Bible  study. 
Each  day  began  with  Eucharist  celebrated 
according  to  the  liturgy  of  one  of  the  numerous 
provinces  of  the  communion. 

The  day  of  "clubhouse  Anglicism"  is  gone, 
in  which  the  church  throughout  the  world  is  of 
one  mind  theologically,  socially  and  culturally 
and  so  is  the  day  of  1 662  Book  of  Common 
Prayer.         We  worshiped  at  various  times  in 
Swahili,  Pidgin,  and  Japanese.  Sometimes  the 
music  and  prayers  were  familiar  and  at  other 
times  exotic  images  and  musical  instruments  I 
had  never  heard  were  used. 

We  stopped  each  day  for  Noonday  Prayers 
and  later  for  Evening  Prayer.  We  prayed  in  our 
Bible  study  groups,  and  in  our  plenary  sessions. 
Our  worship  ranged  from  the  informal  as  when  a 
few  gathered  and  held  hands  to  pray,  to  the 
majestic  and  formal  when  we  gathered  in 
Canterbury  Cathedral. 

Daily  life  during  Lambeth 

Each  day  began  with  Eucharist  and  breakfast, 
followed  by  Bible  study,  in  which  II  Corinthians 


was  our  topic,  and  the  theme  was 
"Leadership  Under  Pressure." 
There  were  12  bishops  in  my  group 
—  two  from  the  United  States,  one 
from  England,  one  from  Myanmar, 
two  from  India,  one  from  New 
Zealand,  five  from  Africa.  We 
were  a  microcosm  of  the 
communion  and  of  the  conference. 

We  talked  and  shared  our 
stories,  our  perspectives  and  our 
beliefs.  We  agreed  and  we 
disagreed.  We  laughed  and  we 
cried  together.  Through  it  all,  our 
trust  and  respect  for  one  another 
grew.  In  many  ways,  the  Bible 
study  group  was  the  Lambeth 
Conference  for  me. 

Following  lunch,  there  was 
usually  a  plenary  session  each 
afternoon,  lasting  about  two  and  a 
half  hours.  There  were  sessions  on 
scripture,  ethics,  poverty  and 
international  debt,  persecution, 
youth,  interfaith  relations,  and  the 
ministry  of  women.  We  heard 
such  speakers  as  James 
Wolfhenson,  President  of  the 
International  Monetary  Fund; 
Susan  Howatch,  an  author;  Tony 
Blair,  the  British  Prime  Minister; 
and  others.  It  was  a  rich  diet  of 
thought  and  insight. 

Following  dinner  in  the  dining 
hall  overlooking  Canterbury 
Cathedral,  there  were  special 
programs  on  about  half  the 
evenings.  An  early  night  would  find  Anne  and 
me  back  in  our  small  condominium  around  1 1 
p.m. 

There  were  certainly  fun  moments  and 
exciting  ones.  Our  trip  to  London  was  one.  It 
took  59  buses  to  transport  the  whole  conference. 
We  had  a  superb  and  elegant  lunch  under  a  great 
tent  with  an  orchestra  in  the  garden  at  Lambeth 
Palace. 

From  there  we  moved  to  Buckingham  Palace 
for  tea  with  Queen  Elizabeth.  This  was  a  small 
garden  party  —  only  2000  of  us  instead  of  the 
usual  8,000  who  attend.  After  the  Queen's 
arrival  and  the  playing  of  God  Save  The  Queen, 
the  queen  moved  through  the  crowd  and  was 
introduced  to  selected  persons,  including 
Anne,  who  had  the  opportunity  to  greet,  shake 
hands  and  converse  with  Her  Majesty  for 


Bishop  Daniel  and  visiting  bishops  and  spouses  at  the  ruins 
ofBoltin  Abbey  in  the  Diocese  of  Bradford.  Back  Row,  left  to  right: 
Clifton  Daniel;  Neff  Powell  of  Southwestern  Virginia;  Rebecca 
Scruton  and  Gordon  Scruton  of  Western  Massachusetts,  Front  row: 
Suzanna  Elbersh  of  Kadugli,  Sudan;  Rachel  and  Tia  Bullas 
of  Khartoum,  Sudan;  Anne  Daniel;  and  Dorothy  Powell. 


a  few  minutes. 

Following  the  Garden  Party,  it  was  down  to 
the  Thames  for  a  one  and  a  half  hour  trip  on  the 
river.  Our  captain  said  it  was  the  largest  flotilla 
on  the  Thames  since  the  Romans  invaded.  Then 
it  was  back  on  the  buses  for  the  60  mile  trip  back 
to  Canterbury  after  a  full  and  momentous  day. 

One  of  the  last  nights  of  the  conference  we 
saw  a  musical  written  and  produced  by  the 
spouse  of  a  bishop  and  a  cast  of  what  seemed  to 
be  thousands  of  spouses.  Our  last  night  at 
Lambeth  included  an  outdoor  barbecue  and 
fireworks  extravaganza  —  quite  a  fitting 
conclusion  to  our  three  weeks 
at  the  Lambeth  conference. 

Friendships  from  the  conference 

A  week  before  the  conference  began,  Anne 
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David  Smith,  Bishop  of  Bradford,  his  wife  Mary  and  Anne  and  Clifton  Daniel  outside  Lambeth  Palace. 


and  I  were  guests  of  the  Rt.  Rev.  David  Smith, 
Bishop  of  the  Diocese  of  Bradford  and  his  wife 
Mary.  Bradford  is  in  the  north  of  England,  near 
York.  We  spent  a  wonderful  week  visiting 
schools  and  hospitals,  churches  and  nursing 
homes,  getting  to  know  people  and  coming  to 
love  and  appreciate  England. 

Our  companions  for  the  week  included  two 
other  American  bishops  and  their  spouses  (Neff 
and  Dorothy  Powell  of  Southwestern  Virginia, 
and  Gordon  and  Rebecca  Scruton  of  Western 
Massachusetts)  and  five  Sudanese  bishops  and 
their  spouses.  During  this  week,  we  learned 
something  of  the  harsh  climate  in  which 
Christianity  exists  in  much  of  Africa.  We  found 
our  hearts  smitten  with  the  terrible  cost  many  must 
pay  in  Africa  for  the  privilege  of  being  a 
follower  of  Christ. 

While  at  the  conference,  we  shared  a  "condo" 
with  Duncan  and  Di  Buchanan  from 
Johannesburg,  South  Africa,  where  Duncan  is 
bishop.  Duncan  served  as  chair  of  the 
conference  group  that  dealt  with  the  topic  of 
sexuality.  We  shared  many  evenings  of 
fellowship  and  good  conversation  with  the 
Duncans.  Besides  coming  to  know,  love  and 
enjoy  Duncan  and  Di,  Anne  and  I  began  to  better 


understand  what  it  was  like  to  live  in  South 
Africa  under  apartheid  (frightening)  and  what  it 
is  like  for  whole  society  to  repent  of  its  racism 
(breathtaking). 

There  are  so  many  other  people  we  came  to 
know  and  appreciate,  and  whose  hospitality  we 
enjoyed:  Di  and  Malcolm  Halliday  with  whom 
we  stayed  in  Bradford,  where  Di  is  a  parish 
priest  and  Malcolm  is  diocesan  administrator. 
Our  first  night  with  the  Hallidays,  we  drove  a 
few  miles  out  into  the  moors  and  suddenly  found 
ourselves  in  Haworth,  where  the  sisters  Bronte 
lived  with  their  father  the  vicar.  It  was  a  windy, 
cloudy  and  cool  night.  I  half  expected  to  see 
Heathcliffe  striding  across  the  moors. 

I  think  also  of  John  Simpson,  Dean  of 
Canterbury  and  his  wife,  Ruth,  who  hosted  us 
for  a  lovely  lunch  in  the  deanery  one  Sunday 
after  services  at  the  cathedral.  I  am  so  grateful 
for  the  friendship  of  Stan  and  Judi  Kirk,  lay 
volunteers  at  Lambeth,  who  hosted  us  for  several 
wonderful  excursions  to  places  like  Leeds  Castle 
and  the  Cliffs  of  Dover.  Judi  and  Stan  are  in  the 
business  of  setting  up  web  pages  for  companies, 
and  created  their  own  "an  unofficial"  Lambeth 
web  page  that  will  tell  you  day  by  day,  what  the 
Lambeth  Conference  was  like  and  what 


happened,  including  some  great  photos.  The  web 
page  is  www.redpen.co.uk/blean. 

One  Sunday,  it  was  our  privilege  to  hear  an 
absolutely  marvelous  sermon  at  Canterbury 
Cathedral  by  the  Very  Reverend  John  Pritchard, 
Archdeacon  of  Canterbury  and  Vice  Dean  of  the 
Cathedral.  Later  it  was  our  pleasure  to  spend  an 
afternoon  with  John  and  his  wife,  Wendy,  in  their 
house  on  the  cathedral  close.  We  explored  this 
old  building  which  includes  steps  on  which 
Thomas  Becket  trod  and  rooms  that  housed 
pilgrims  to  Canterbury  long  before  Geoffery 
Chaucer  immortalized  his  little  pilgrim  band. 
How  happy  I  am  that  John  has  accepted  our 
invitation  to  come  and  preach  at  Diocesan 
Convention  in  February.  We  are  all  in  for  a  treat. 

Building  on  the  foundation 

All  in  all,  it  was  a  stretching,  tiring, 
sometimes  elating  and  sometimes  difficult  three 
weeks.  (Anne,  like  so  many  others,  came  down 
with  the  "Canterbury  crud"  and  spent  some  days 
in  bed,  made  several  trips  to  the  infirmary  and 
took  two  courses  of  antibiotics.) 

We  spent  one  week  in  Bradford  and  three 
weeks  in  Canterbury,  along  with  our  fellow 
bishop/pilgrims  and  spouses,  continuing  to  build 
on  that  foundation  laid  so  long  ago  by  a  solitary 
Queen  Bertha,  who  said  her  prayers  faithfully  in 
a  small  chapel  just  a  couple  of  miles  from  where 
we  were  gathered.  I  pray  that  we  continue  to 
build  well  on  that  solid  foundation  laid  so  many 
centuries  ago. 

Next  time,  I  will  write  about  the  work  of  the 
conference,  and  what  the  XIII  Lambeth 
Conference  did  and  said  regarding  the  life  and 
witness  of  the  church. 


Faithfully, 


For  One  Moment  Our  Lives  Touched 

A  visitor  s  look  at  the  Lambeth  Conference 


by  Scott  Nunn 

CANTERBURY,  ENGLAND  —  It  was  completely 
by  coincidence  that  I  found  myself  on  a  Sunday  in 
July  not  only  in  the  cradle  of  Anglicanism,  but  also 
at  the  opening  of  a  conference  that  for  three  weeks 
adds  a  noticeable  bloom  of  purple  to  the  already 
colorful  streets  and  lanes  of  Canterbury. 

I  had  been  offered  an  unsolicited  house  swap 
with  a  friend  of  a  friend  in  London.  It  wasn't  until 
only  a  few  weeks  before  I  was  to  leave  that  I  realized 
my  trip  would  coincide  with  the  Lambeth 
Conference,  the  once-a-decade  gathering  of  the 
bishops  of  the  Anglican  communion. 

I  wasn't  sure  when  the  conference  started  and 
actually  thought  that  it  would  be  held  at  Lambeth 
Palace  in  London. 

The  Sunday  morning  service  at  Canterbury  was 
to  be  my  first  trip  out  of  London,  and  as  I  read  the 
newspaper  on  the  train  I  was  surprised  and,  at  the 
time,  delighted  to  see  that  my  pilgrimage  to 
Canterbury  was  going  to  land  me  right  in  the  middle 
of  Lambeth's  opening  service  at  Canterbury 
Cathedral. 

I  would  be  quickly  disappointed,  however.  I 
approached  the  gate  leading  into  the  cathedral  close, 
and  there  tacked  to  the  wall  like  Martin  Luther's  95 
Theses  was  an  official-looking  sign  with  the  words 
"Cathedral  Closed  to  Public  All  Day  for  Lambeth 
Conference." 

No,  it  couldn't  be.  I  had  made  my  pilgrimage  all 
the  way  from  North  Carolina.  The  cathedral  can't  be 
closed.  Let  me  in!  Doesn't  the  Anglican  Church 
pride  itself  on  inclusivity?  What  about  the  big  tent 
that  had  room  for  everyone?  I  had  my  Bible  and  I 
had  my  reason  but  I  certainly  felt  like  that  third  leg 
of  tradition  was  quickly  being  knocked  out  from 
under  me. 

I  knew  what  I  would  do.  I  would  find  Bishop 
Daniel.  He  could  get  me  in.  Just  look  for  the  guy  in 
the  purple  shirt.  Right?  There  were  only  750  of 
them. 

But  there  at  the  bottom  of  the  sign  was  my  day's 
salvation:  Public  invited  to  Evensong  at  5:00  p.m. 

That  would  do.  OK,  I  would  miss  the  fanfare  of 
the  opening  service;  the  chance  to  hear  the 
archbishop;  maybe  even  a  royal  sighting;  but 
Evensong  would  be  just  fine,  a  nice  way  to  close  a 
day  in  Canterbury  before  the  train  ride  back  to 
London. 

At  4:30  I  made  my  way  toward  the  cathedral 
doors  and  joined  the  line  —  queue,  they  say  there  — 
at  the  southwest  transept.  To  my  delight  many  of  the 
purple-cloaked  bishops  joined  me  in  line  and  I  tried 
to  catch  a  glimpse  of  their  name  tags,  looking  for  a 
familiar  name  or  diocese. 

The  nave  of  the  cathedral  slowly  filled  and  the 
bustle  of  backpacks  and  cameras  and  shifting  chairs 
was  soon  replaced  by  the  warm  sound  of  the  great 


organ.  How  quickly  music  in  an  ancient  cathedral 
can  quiet  a  busy  mind;  how  quickly  the  words  of  the 
psalms  and  the  prayer  book  can  ease  you  with  a 
soothing  sense  of  familiarity. 

This  conference  was  already  being  hyped  in  the 
British  press  as  showdown  over  sexuality  issues. 
Lambeth  also  coincided  with  debate  in  the  English 
Parliament  over  the  age  of  sexual  consent  for 
homosexuals.  A  contentious  conference  was  being 
predicted  and  the  press  wondered  if  the  Anglican 
churches  could  indeed  stay  in  communion  with  each 
other. 

I  hoped  that  at  least  for  this  hour  that  would  all 
be  put  aside. 

Beside  me  sat  two  women  who  looked  to  be  in 
their  early  20s.  They  were  dressed  in  the  typical 
dark-colored  thrift  store  clothing  that  seems  to 
dominate  fashion  among  young  British  women  and 
teenagers.  They  don't  look  like  the  church  type,  I 
thought.  I  wonder  what  they  think  about  this  service. 
They're  probably  just  here  to  see  the  sights.  They 
can't  know  anything  about  the  church. 

But  I  soon  saw  how  they  comfortably  moved 
through  the  service;  how  they  seemed  to  know  the 
responses. 

In  front  of  me  an  older  woman  stood  holding  a 
restless  baby.  With  her  dark  complexion  I  thought 
she  might  be  from  Spain.  Perhaps  she's  Catholic. 
Why  did  she  bring  that  baby  into  the  service,  I 
thought. 

There  I  sat,  almost  kept  out  of  the  see  of  my 
religion  by  a  meeting  of  bishops,  judging  the  faith 
and  motives  of  others  who  did  not  look  like  me  or 
dress  like  me. 

I  was  quite  amazed  at  the  variety  of  foreign 
accents  I  heard  as  the  prayers  were  said.  I  soon  was 
keenly  aware  of  the  varied  tongues  blending  together 
in  common  words  and  rising  from  the  choir  into 
every  crevice  of  the  cathedral:  words  leaving  the 
mouths  of  many;  words  returning  as  one  voice. 

The  commentators  and  news  reporters  —  in 
England  it  is  often  hard  to  distinguish  between  the 
two  —  were  not  kind  to  Lambeth  and  its  bishops. 
The  respected  Guardian  newspaper  declared  that 
"with  great  self-importance,  they  declare  to  the  world 
that  these  evils  [nuclear  weapons,  environmental 
degradation,  abuse  of  human  rights]  must  not  be 
tolerated."  Then  the  writer  asks,  "but  who  is 
listening." 

The  writer  then  declares,  "Surely  the  Lambeth 
Conference  should  abandon  its  pontificating  to  the 
world  and  accept  what  it  is  —  a  theology  seminar 
with  a  lot  of  praying,  of  little  interest  to  anyone 
except  its  participants  and  a  few  devotees  back 
home." 

She  may  have  a  point.  But  I  hope  that  people  do 
not  underestimate  the  importance  of  coming  together 


for  dialogue,  for  social  encounters  and  worship,  for 
the  strength  we  find  in  communion  with  each  other 
and  with  our  God. 

The  Evensong  service  was  growing  long  now  and 
I  grew  weary  as  I  thought  about  the  train  trip  back  to 
London.  In  front  of  me  the  woman  holding  the  baby 
stood  rocking  gently  back  and  forth  as  the  child  now 
slept  on  her  shoulder. 

Then  suddenly  she  rocked  back  too  far  and  was 
falling  toward  me  and  the  two  young  women  beside 
me.  In  one  motion  we  reached  our  hands  out  and 
braced  the  woman's  fall.  She  regained  her  balance 
and  we  went  on  with  the  service,  on  with  our 
separate  lives. 

For  that  one  moment,  however,  in  that  holy 
space,  in  that  gathering  of  people  from  around  the 
world,  our  lives  touched  and  we  were  in  communion 
as  we  stood  balanced  against  each  other,  the  strength 
and  necessity  of  the  group  —  with  God  in  the 
midst  —  greater  than  that  of  the  individual  members. 

My  Lambeth  experience  was  complete.  As  the 
train  pulled  out  of  Canterbury  East  Station,  the 
cathedral's  Bell  Harry  Tower  faded  into  the  distance. 
The  bishops  would  now  get  on  with  the  work  of  the 
conference.  By  coming  together  in  Canterbury, 
I  pray  that  they  left  as  more  faithful,  more  humble 
children  of  God. 

I  did. 

—  Scott  Nunn  is  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd, 
Wilmington  and  an  editor  for  the  Wilmington  Star  News. 


Bishops  at  Lambeth  Conference  Push  Initiative  on  International  Debt 


by  James  Solheim 

(ENS)  International  debt  and  economic  justice 
emerged  at  the  top  of  nearly  everyone's  agenda  at 
the  1998  Lambeth  Conference.  The  economic 
issues  are  life-and-death  matters  for  Anglican 
bishops  from  the  developing  world  and  they 
infused  the  conference  with  a  sense  of  urgency. 

Reporting  to  the  diocesan  executive  council 
following  the  conference,  Bishop  Daniel  said, 
"International  debt  lept  out  at  me  as  the  major 
issue  that  the  conference  dealt  with.  It  is 
horrifying  —  unbelievable." 

"It  is  not  just  a  paper  issue,"  he  explained.  "It 
affects  life  in  the  villages,  schools,  infrastructure, 
medicine,  medical  care  and  hospitals.  " 

"For  every  $1.00  the  United  States  lends  in  aid, 
we  get  $  1 1 .00  in  interest  and  the  interest  is 
compounded  when  countries  don't  make  payments. 

"Leaders  borrow  the  money,  but  it's  the  nations 
that  are  saddled  with  the  debt." 

Archbishop  Ndungane  leads  call  to  address 
international  debt 

Archbishop  Njongonkulu  Ndungane  of  the 
Church  of  Southern  Africa  is  an  ardent  critic  of 
banking  policies  and  he  chaired  the  conference's 
section  that  discussed  international  debt.  In 
several  key  speeches  during  Lambeth,  he  called  for 
a  new  partnership  between  the  developed  and  the 
developing  worlds  that  would  reflect  their  mutual 
dependence. 

"International  debt  is  the  new  slavery  of  the 
20th  century,"  he  said  in  introducing  the  report  of 
the  section  dealing  with  the  issue,  which  he 
chaired.  "The  human  cost  of  the  international  debt 
burden  is  intolerable.  Its  effects  are  evil  and 
sinful." 

The  discussion  quickly  moved  beyond 
abstractions  as  bishops  offered  personal 
testimonies  of  the  effects  of  the  debt  trap.  A 
bishop  from  Zambia  said  that  the  rural  poor  of  his 
country  are  lucky  to  have  one  meal  a  day  and  the 
extended  family  is  breaking  down  in  the  struggle 
to  survive.  Many  children  take  to  city  streets  to 
beg  in  an  effort  to  help. 

"We  are  not  asking  for  debt  forgiveness,  we  are 
asking  for  justice,"  said  Archbishop  Alberto 
Ramento  of  the  Philippine  Independent  Church. 
He  said  that  40  percent  of  the  Filipino  budget  goes 
to  service  the  country's  $46  million  debt.  Much  of 
the  debt  was  incurred  during  the  corrupt  Marcos 
regime.  "We  are  paying  for  the  shoes  of  Imelda 
Marcos,"  he  said. 

Developing  countries  are  "fighting  a  war," 


Ramento  said.  "We  are  fighting  to  live  with 
dignity  and  cannot  win  this  war  because  we  do  not 
have  the  power  to  win  it  on  the  streets  of  Manila 
alone.  But  it  can  be  won  in  the  streets  of  London 
and  Washington  by  those  who  have  the  power." 

Several  bishops  pointed  to  the  underlying 
economic  order  as  a  major  source  of  the  problem. 
"Debt  cancellation  will  not  change  anything  long- 
term;  there  is  a  need  for  a  new  economic  order," 
argued  Bishop  Lulz  Osofio  Prado  Pires  of  Brazil. 
He  is  convinced  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  change 
the  underlying  unjust  global  structures  for  people 
to  become  fully  human. 

World  Bank  president  calls  for  new  level  of 
cooperation 

The  20-minute  film,  Chains  of  Debt,  highly 
critical  of  the  World  Bank,  introduced  the  issue  at 
a  plenary  session.  The  film  graphically  displayed 
hunger  and  health  issues  caused  by  debt  issues  in 
Tanzania  and  Jamaica. 

World  Bank  President  James  Wolfensohn, 
flew  to  England  to  address  the  plenary  and 
expressed  his  dismay  at  how  the  World  Bank  was 
portrayed,  calling  it  "difficult  to  take  and  very 
unattractive." 

In  an  emotional  response,  he  said  that  the  film 
"would  have  you  believe  that  I  rather  like  children 
dying,  that  I  have  no  faith,  that  my  interest  is  to 
collect  debts,  that  I  have  no  understanding  of 
education  or  health,  that  I  know  nothing  about  the 
impact  of  payments  imposed  by  governments...." 

Wolfensohn  said  he  was  "upset"  because  the 
film  painted  "a  picture  of  our  institution  which  is 
quite  simply  wrong.  I  work  with  10,000  people  in 
the  bank  who  are  committed  to  poverty 
eradication. 

He  called  on  the  bishops  to  move  beyond 
confrontation  "because  I  am  doing  many  of  the 
things  that  the  church  wishes  to  do  and  should  do 
itself...  Let's  see  what  we  can  do  together."  He 
concluded  by  asking  the  bishops  to  work  with  the 
bank  "to  focus  on  the  kids  that  are  dying,  and  on 
the  children  who  are  not  being  educated  and  on 
the  horrors  of  poverty  together." 

Bishops  meet  with  government  leaders 

During  the  conference,  a  high-level  meeting  of 
a  delegation  of  bishops  and  British  government 
leaders  was  set  up  by  Archbishop  George  Carey  at 
Lambeth  Palace  in  London  and  included 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  Gordon  Brown  and 
Secretary  of  State  for  International  Development 


James  Wolfensohn,  president  of  the  World  Bank, 
addresses  Anglican  bishops  at  the  Lambeth  Conference, 
calling  for  a  new  partnership  in  dealing  with  world  debt. 
(Episcopal  News  Service  photo  by  Lynn  Ross/Anglican 
World) 


Clare  Short,  as  well  as  diplomats  from  Canada, 
Germany  and  Russia  and  senior  representatives  of 
the  World  Bank,  the  International  Monetary  Fund 
and  international  banks. 

Participants  stressed  the  urgency  of  the 
situation  in  heavily  indebted  countries,  and  the 
moral  case  for  change,  as  well  as  attempting  to 
identify  policies  which  would  link  debt  reduction 
with  effective  long-term  policies  for  economic  and 
social  development  and  the  eradication  of  poverty. 

According  to  reports  emerging  from  the  closed 
meeting,  it  was  not  a  case  of  morality  and 
economics  opposing  each  other  but  rather  a  mutual 
attempt  to  establish  moral  economics. 

Chancellor  Brown  promised  the  bishops  that 
Britain  would  step  up  its  efforts  to  tackle  the 
"mountain  of  debt"  in  response  to  the  pleas  and 
arguments  of  the  churches.  "I  believe  our 
inescapable  duty  is  to  try  to  ensure  by  the  year 
2000  all  highly  indebted  poor  countries  are 
embarked  on  a  systematic  process  of  debt 
reduction,"  he  said.  Bishops  reported  that  Brown 
credited  the  churches  with  pushing  the  debt  issue 
to  the  top  of  the  agenda  in  a  way  that  would  not 
have  happened  otherwise. 

No  moral  free  lunch 

"We  thought  it  critical  to  put  a  resolution 
before  you  that  was  not  a  moral  free  lunch...  not  an 
exhortation  to  other  people  to  do  something  but 
one  that  affected  our  lives  as  churches  and  as  a 

^1  "Bishops  at  Lambeth  Push  Initiative"  con't  on  page  8  ■■■■■ 


ift  "Bishops  at  Lambeth  Push  Initiative"  con't  from  page  7 

communion,"  said  Bishop  Peter  Selby  of  England 
whose  subsection  wrote  the  report  and  resolution 
on  international  debt. 

The  report  and  its  resolution  call  on  church 
leaders  to  join  political  and  economic  leaders  in 
creditor  and  debtor  nations  to  monitor  the 
situation,  perhaps  through  a  mediation  council  that 
would  scrutinize  both  lending  and  borrowing 
policies,  assess  a  country's  capacity  to  repay  a 
debt,  and  challenge  corruption. 

It  is  "a  scandal"  that  developing  nations  pay  up 
to  1 0  times  as  much  each  year  in  debt  repayment 
as  they  receive  in  aid  from  wealthier  nations,  said 
the  report.  Much  of  the  problem  stems  from  the 
"vast  expansion"  in  the  power  and  amount  of 
money  and  the  material  and  spiritual  damage  done 
by  the  huge  increases  in  borrowing. 

"The  crisis  of  indebtedness...  must  be  placed 
in  the  context  of  decisions  by  Western  banks  in 
the  1970s  to  disburse,  rapidly  and  widely, 
petrodollar  loans  as  a  way  of  averting  a  crisis  of 
inflation  in  the  West,"  the  report  said.  As  the 
debt  crisis  developed,  the  IMF  and  World  Bank 
offered  loans  with  low  interest  and  extended 
repayment  to  help  service  those  loans.  "By  the 
mid-90s  it  had  become  clear  that  these  loans 
were  adding  to  the  problem." 

"We  all  live  in  the  grip  of  an  economy  which 
encourages  over-lending  and  over-borrowing,  an 
economy  which  drives  us  relentlessly  into  debt," 
Ndungane  told  the  plenary.  "But  the  poorest, 
those  with  very  little  income  to  depend  on  ...  are 
enslaved  by  it.  They  live  in  bondage  to  their 
creditors." 

"To  be  born  in  debt  and  die  in  even  bigger 
debt  is  the  fate  of  a  third  of  the  world's 
population,"  said  Archbishop  Glauco  de  Lima  of 
Brazil.  He  was  among  those  who  thought  the 
combined  voice  of  the  Lambeth  bishops  could 
influence  those  who  run  the  world's  economy. 

Many  bishops  left  Lambeth  with  lingering 
questions  of  how  effective  their  efforts  to 
address  the  issues  of  debt  and  economic  justice 
could  be  in  such  a  complex  economic  context. 
Yet  many  bishops  from  the  developing  world 
felt  heartened  that  the  issue  had  been  so 
thoroughly  discussed  and  said  they  were  now 
able  to  return  to  their  countries  with  a  glimmer 
of  hope. 

—  James  Solheim  is  the  Episcopal  Church  s  director 

of  news  and  information.  Information  from  the  diocesan 
executive  council  meeting  and  from  "Bishops  take  tough  stand 
on  international  debt,  "  an  article  by  Nan  Cobbey 
which  appeared  in  the  September  issue  of  Episcopal  Life, 
was  added  to  the  article. 


From  Canterbury:  Glimpses 
of  the  Eternal  Design 


by  The  Most  Rev.  Frank  Griswold 


Having  just  returned  from  the  Lambeth 
Conference,  1  am  still  in  a  time  of  sorting  and 
sifting  the  events  of  those  weeks  in  Canterbury 
with  my  brother  and  sister  bishops.  I  have 
written  a  first  letter  to  the  church  about  one 
aspect  of  the  conference,  and  will  have  more  to 
share  in  the  autumn  about  various  learnings  and 
impressions. 

Now,  I  might  simply  say  that  during  those 
weeks  at  the  conference  I  felt  that  a  metaphor  for 
our  common  life  in  Christ  is  to  be  found  in 
Canterbury  Cathedral  itself,  the  great  cathedral 
church  which  was  in  constant  sight  by  day  and 
by  night  during  the  conference.  Looking  down 
from  the  hillside  above  the  town  it  appeared  as  a 
serene  and  unified  structure.  But  once  you  drew 
close,  once  you  entered  the  church,  you  found 
that  the  unity  is  made-up  of  an  incredible 
diversity  of  architectural  styles  representing  a 
multiplicity  of  historical  moments.  Norman 
gives  way  to  early  gothic  and  naive  architectural 
experiments  are  artfully  worked  into  later  more 
confident  and  assured  developments  of  pillars 
and  arches.  One  portion  has  been  added  to 
another,  and  the  ever-expanding  whole  is  bonded 
and  knit  together  through  a  dynamic  of  stress 
and  counterstress,  by  one  stone  pressing  against 
another  and  thereby  producing  an  overall  state  of 
equilibrium  and  concord. 

That  which  is  true  of  Canterbury  Cathedral  is 
also  true  of  that  spiritual  temple  not  made  with 
hands  of  which  God  in  Christ,  through  ceaseless 
working  of  the  Spirit,  is  the  architect  and  builder, 
namely  the  Church.  Through  baptism  we 
become,  each  one  of  us,  "living  stones," 
incorporated  by  God's  grace  and  desire,  into  a 
spiritual  house  of  which  God  alone  knows  the 
ultimate  design. 

How  we  all  fit  together,  how  our 
singularities  are  made  sense  of,  how  our 
divergent  views  and  different  understandings  of 
God's  intent  are  reconciled  passes  all 
understanding.  All  that  we  can  do  is  to  travel  on 
in  faith  and  trust,  knowing  that  all  contradictions 
and  paradoxes  and  seemingly  irreconcilable 
truths  —  which  seem  both  consistent  and 
inconsistent  with  Scripture  —  are  brought 
together  in  the  larger  and  all  embracing  truth  of 
Christ,  which,  by  Christ's  own  words,  has  yet  to 
be  fully  drawn  forth  and  known. 

Meanwhile,  in  our  desire  for  certitude,  for 


answers  to  deliver  us  from  the  pain  and 
uncertainty  of  living  the  questions,  we  declare 
that  we  have  arrived  at  our  destination  —  the 
answer  —  only  to  find  that  what  we  considered 
resolved  and  settled  continues  to  present  itself 
and  refuses  to  go  away  until  the  Spirit  of  Truth, 
who  draws  all  things  from  the  mind  and  heart 
of  the  risen  Christ,  leads  us  "into  all  the  truth," 
and  we  find  that  all  the  contradictions  and 
divergent  perspectives  are  reconciled  in  Christ 
who  is  the  truth. 

Patience,  mutual  affection,  the  willingness 
to  bear  one  another's  burdens  and  to  make 
room  for  one  another's  truths,  are  all  part  of  our 
being  built  up  into  the  spiritual  house  of  God's 
design.  These  qualities  are  all  integral  to  our 
growing  up  into  Christ  and  coming  to  full 
maturity  in  the  Spirit. 

Saxon  and  Norman.  Gothic  early  and  late, 
decorated  and  undecorated,  stress  and  counter- 
stress  are  all  caught  up  into  one  soaring 
structure  at  unity  with  itself.  So  it  will  be  with 
the  Church  and  with  our  Anglican  Communion 
if  we  are  faithful  and  allow  ourselves  to  be  built 
up  in  love. 

This  is  one  moment 
But  know  that  another 
Shall  pierce  you  with  a  sudden  painful  joy 
When  the  figure  of  God's  purpose 
is  made  complete. 

So  observes  Thomas  Becket,  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  in  T.  S.  Eliot's  Murder  in  the 
Cathedral,  which  was  performed  during  the 
conference  in  the  Cathedral  undercroft.  They 
are  words  I  am  called  to  reflect  upon  over  these 
next  weeks,  along  with  some  other  words 
spoken  by  one  of  Thomas'  priests:  Even  now  in 
sordid  particulars  the  eternal  design  may 
appear. 

Each  one  of  us  has  his  or  her  part  to  play, 
and  together  we  support  and  challenge  one 
another  as  God's  design,  revealed  in  Christ, 
becomes  —  through  the  driving  motion  of  the 
Spirit  —  the  desire  and  joy  of  our  hearts.  My 
brothers  and  sisters,  may  we  be  faithful  to  this 
process,  this  journey  of  grace  and  truth. 

—  This  column  appeared  in  the  September  issue 
d/Episcopal  Life. 
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CROPWALKS  Ease  Rigor  of  Village  Life 


by  Joseph  Moran 


MAZIYAYA,  MALAWI  —  The  jeep  came  to  a  stop 
on  a  plain,  it  seemed  to  me,  in  the  middle  of 
nowhere.  Five  perspiring  Church  World  Service  staff 
persons  stumbled  out  of  the  cramped  vehicle,  glad  to 
have  our  feet  on  solid  ground.  Before  long  a  small 
group  of  villagers  emerged  from  a  nearby  cornfield. 

Mrs.  Andrea,  president  of  the  water  committee, 
and  other  village  dignitaries  greeted  us  and  led  us  to 
the  site  of  their  newly  installed  well  and  hand  pump. 
They  beamed  with  obvious  pride. 

Maziyaya,  Malawi  is  one  of  hundreds  of  villages 
where  wells  have  been  installed  during  the  past  few 
years  by  the  Malawi  Christian  Service  Committee, 
with  financial  help  from  Church  World  Service's 
CROPWALKS,  and  technical  assistance  from  the 
European  development  agency,  Dutch  Aid. 

After  commending  the  committee  and  the 
villagers  on  their  efforts,  I  questioned  them  about 
how  their  life  was  before  the  well. 

"Where  did  you  used  to  have  to  go  to  fetch 
water?"  I  asked 

"To  the  river,"  Mrs.  Andrea  answered. 

"How  far  away  is  the  river?"  I  queried 

"It's  about  1.5  kilometers  away,"  she  offered 
matter-of-factly. 

I  immediately  thought  of  the  1 0  kilometers  that 
Cropwalkers  hike  every  year,  in  some  2000 
communities  around  the  USA.  Compared  to  that,  1 .5 
kilometers  sounded  easy. 

"Hmmm...,"  I  commented  half  aloud  to  one  of 
my  traveling  companions,  "that's  not  too  bad  a 
distance." 

Our  Malawi  guide  translated  my  words  to  the 
well  committee. 

Mrs.  Andrea,  a  woman  in  her  fifties,  stepped 
forward  from  the  group,  her  eyes  intent  on  mine  as 
she  listened  to  the  translation  of  my  remark.  I 
became  nervous.  My  comment  had  not  been 


intended  for  them. 

But  Mrs.  Andrea  nodded  and,  surprisingly, 
agreed  with  me. 

"No,"  she  answered,  "it's  not  too  bad;  at  least  not 
for  us  grown  women.  We're  stronger  and  more 
accustomed  to  the  distance  and  the  load.  But  in  our 
village  it's  both  the  women  and  the  children  who  haul 
the  water,  and  it's  a  lot  harder  on  the  children  because 
they're  smaller." 

Of  course,  she  was  right.  What  had  I  been 
thinking? 

"You  see,"  she  went  on,  "a  lot  of  them  are  sick 
and  malnourished."  I  glanced  around  at  two  dozen 
dusty  and  barefooted  kids.  It  was  more  than  obvious. 
I  became  embarrassed  that  I  bad  opened  my  mouth 
at  all. 

"Not  to  mention  the  fact,"  she  continued,  "that 
the  pails  of  water  are  heavy;  they  weigh  about  30  to 
35  pounds  each.  And  the  river  is  downhill  from  the 
village,  so  the  little  ones  had  to  haul  the  water 
uphill." 

I  am  convinced  that  Mrs.  Andrea's  purpose  was 
not  at  all  to  "put  me  down,"  but  merely  to  inform  me 
about  the  way  things  had  been  before  the  well  was 
dug.  Deep  down  inside,  however,  I  was  squirming. 

"After  all  that  work  of  carrying  the  water  uphill 
to  the  village,"  she  went  on,  "the  river  water  is 
polluted.  It's  full  of  guinea  worms,  amoebas  and 
other  parasites.  That  means  walking  another  couple 
of  kilometers  to  get  firewood  to  boil  and  purify  it." 

Mrs.  Andrea  could  have  rested  her  case  at  that 
point.  I  was,  figuratively  speaking,  groveling  and 
working  frantically  to  extricate  both  my  feet  from  my 
mouth.  Then  again,  perhaps  a  coup  de  grace  was 
needed  to  finalize  the  lesson  —  to  one  who  should 
have  known  better  —  that  it  is  so  easy  to  under- 
estimate the  obstacles  that  the  world's  rural  poor  face 
in  their  pursuit  of  the  basic  necessities  of  life. 


And  so  it  was  that  she  fired  off  almost  as  an 
afterthought,  and  very  nonchalantly,  "Oh,  yes! 
I  almost  forgot  to  mention  the  fact  that  fetching 
water  from  the  river  was  quite  risky  for  the 
children.  You  see  the  river  is  crocodile 
infested." 


There  is  probably  nothing  that  we  consume 
on  a  daily  basis,  besides  air,  that  we  take  more 
for  granted  than  clean  water.  It  is  crucial  for  the 
health  and  well-being  of  every  man,  woman  and 
child  on  this  planet.  Yet  60%  of  rural  families 
in  the  developing  world  still  do  not  have  access 
to  safe  drinking  water. 

For  children  who  are  malnourished 
waterborne  diseases  can  spell  death  in  as  few  as 
48  hours. 

Please  never  doubt  that  your  walking  in  the 
CROPWALK  makes  a  critical  difference  in  the 
lives  of  rural  villagers  the  world  over.  Your 
mindful  support  for  the  millions  who  walk 
every  day  for  the  bare  necessities  of  life  is  an 
act  of  inestimable  value. 

Somewhere,  on  a  plain  near  a  cornfield  in 
the  middle  of  south-central  Malawi,  there  is  a 
diplomatic  yet  outspoken  water  committee 
president  who  —  along  with  30  families  and 
scores  of  healthier  children —  would  most 
heartily  agree. 

—  Joseph  Moran  is  the  Regional  Director  of  Church  World 
Service  Programs  in  North  Carolina.  The  CROPWALK 
for  the  hungry  is  CWS's  "flagship  "  community  fund- 
raising  event. 


Call  the  Chaplain  or  Superintendent  and  ask  how  your  church  can  become  involved 


For  a  speaker,  or  assistance  from  the  Diocesan  Prison  Commission, 

call  Cynthia  Pollock  at  the  Bishop's  office  (1/888/622-4778  or  252/522-0885) 


City/County 


Facility 


Phone 


Brunswick/Columbus  Columbus  CC 
Burgaw/Pender  Pender  CI 

Columbia/Tyrell  Tyrrell  PWF 

Elizabeth  City/Pasquotank  Pasquotank  CI 


Superintendent 


Gatesville/Gates 
Goldsboro/Wayne 
Goidsboro/Wayne 
Goldsboro/Wayne 
Greenville/Pitt 
Kenansville/Duplin 
Lumberton/Robeson 
Lumberton/Robeson 
Maple/Currituck 
Maury/Greene 
Maury/Greene 
Newport/Carteret 
Swan  Quarter/Hyde 
Vanceboro/Craven 
Williamston/Martin 
Wilmington/New  Han. 
Wilmington/New  Han. 


Gates  CC 
Goldsboro  CC 
Neuse  CI 
Wayne  CC 
Eastern  Area 
Duplin  CC 
Lumberton  CI 
Robeson  CC 
Currituck  CC 
Eastern  CI 
Greene  CC 
Carteret  CC 
Hyde  CC 
Craven  CC 
Martin  CC 
New  Hanover  CI 
WilmFacWmn 


910/642-3285 
910/259-8735 
919/796-1085 
919/331-4881 
919/357-0778 
919/731-5673 
919/731-2023 
919/734-5580 
252/ 830-3466 
910/296-0315 
910/618-5574 
910/618-5535 
252/453-2161 
252/747-8101 
919/747-3676 
252/223-5100 
919/926-1810 
252/244-3337 
919/792-2910 
910/251-2666 
910/251-2671 


Joel  Hunt 
J.V.  Turlington 
Anthony  Hathaway 
Charles  Creecy 
D.  Wads  worth 
John  Crawford 
Wm.  E.  McMichael 

Michael  Bell 
Carla  O'Konek  Adm. 
Wm.  Barker 
Pat  Chavis 
Ralph  Stamey 
Ernest  Sutton 
Robert  Smith 
Russell  Ginn 
Duncan  Daughtry 
David  Chester 
Wilford  Shields 
Derrick  Wadsworth 
Larry  Snead 
Laura  Overstreet 


Chaplain 


Thad  Prevatte 
Suzanna  Graves 

Eugene  Wigelsworth 
Charles  Johnson 

Steve  Bird 
George  Lajueness 

Wm.  Garris 
Achilles  Johnson 
Roger  Thompson 
Maurice  Stackhouse 
Ken  Payne 
Harry  Grubbs 
Joseph  Dunlap 
John  Sunburn 
Marshall  Parvin 
Salvidor  Pellicano 
James  Williams 
Keith  Wiley 


Jays 

PRISON  MINISTRY 


Simply  call  your  local  prison 
and  see  how  you  can  become  involved. 


ECC  Reflects  on  Congregations  in  Waiting 

by  Augustine  Joseph 


A  long  winded  attorney  was  arguing  a  case 
before  one  of  the  judges  of  the  superior  court. 
During  his  tiresome  speech,  he  took  time  out  to 
comment:  "I  sincerely  trust  that  I  am  not  unduly 
trespassing  on  the  time  of  this  court.  " 

After  this,  the  honorable  judge  replied:  "My 
friend,  there  is  a  considerable  difference  between 
trespassing  on  time  and  encroaching  upon 
eternity.  " 

Certainly  ministry  concerns  both  time  and 
eternity  because,  "For  everything  there  is  a  season, 
and  a  time  for  every  matter  under  heaven." 
(Ecclesiastes  3:1)  This  was  the  theme  chosen  by  the 
Rev.  Earlie  Clemens  of  St.  Francis  of  Assisi 
Episcopal  Church,  Prairie  View,  Texas,  when  he 
opened  and  directed  the  over-night  workshop  of  the 
Episcopal  Consultative  Commission  (ECC)  in  mid- 
June  this  year  at  Trinity  Center. 

Opening  with  the  celebration  of  the  Holy 
Eucharist,  the  small  group  of  energetic  participants 
soon  got  down  to  work  discussing  how  vacant 
parishes  should  spend  their  time  while  awaiting  the 
new  priest.  What  form  should  ministry  take  in  this 
interim? 

This  was  the  challenging  question  posed  by  the 
learned  and  engaging  cleric,  who  noted  that 
"interim"  must  not  be  understood  as  spare  time,  but 
prime  time  for  growth  and  development;  like  a 
pregnancy  advancing  to  the  day  of  fulfillment. 

Similarly,  congregations  "in  waiting"  dare  not 


sit  back  and  wait  as  though  nothing  is  happening, 
because  an  inner  life  is  at  work.  We  must  take  the 
time  to  observe  it  and  recognize  it,  with  all  the 
other  meaningful  things  that  we  deem 
insignificant,  but  throb  with  life  in  the  parish. 

One  of  the  ways  of  identifying  them  he 
suggested,  was  to  reflect  on  the  little  things  that  we 
take  for  granted  in  parish  life.  Occasions  like 
birthday  celebrations,  prayer  group  meetings, 
Bible  study  groups,  hymn  singing,  coffee  hour, 
EYC,  and  simply  enjoying  one  another's 
fellowship,  are  great  moments  of  renewed  life  and 
ministry.  The  laity  must  exploit  them  for  the  on- 
going spiritual  resource  they  contain. 

Underpinning  the  workshop  with  Bible  study, 
Rev.  Clemens,  a  knowledgeable  theologian,  put 
before  us  the  9th  chapter  of  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles  relating  to  Saul's  conversion,  and  how 
God  snatched  him  in  the  interim  between 
Jerusalem  and  Damascus.  Each  of  the  three  groups 
was  given  the  task  of  identifying  seven  points  from 
the  text  in  which  God  deals  with  us  in  the  process 
of  time. 

Among  the  points  noted  was  Ananias'  deep 
suspicion  of  Saul  in  the  interim.  Ananias  was  not 
prepared  to  work  with  him  in  ministry.  But  in 
time,  when  God  showed  him  his  plan  for  Saul's 
ministry  he  no  longer  saw  him  as  a  bother,  but  as  a 
brother.  He  embraced  him  with  the  words  "Brother 
Saul." 

Clearly,  the  strong  message  here  for  us  as  a 


parish,  a  diocese  or  the  people  of  God,  is  for  us  to 
grow  in  time,  welcoming  one  another  as  brothers 
and  sisters  in  ministry.  This  is  possible  only,  when 
like  Ananias,  we  see  God's  plan,  and  not 
necessarily  our  plans  for  ministry.  Otherwise,  we 
could  misuse  and  abuse  our  time  in  the  church,  and 
be  found  lacking,  trespassing  on  God's  time,  as 
well  as  encroaching  upon  eternity  itself. 

Members  left  the  workshop  excited  with  a 
charge  from  Mrs.  Sheila  Walker  to  start  promoting 
the  next  conference  set  for  June  1 999  when  the 
Rev.  Colonza  Hubbard  from  Emmanuel  Episcopal 
Center  in  Memphis,  Tennessee  will  be  the 
consultant. 


1998  LARC  East  XIII  Conference 

Lutheran,  Anglican  and  Roman  Catholics 

"Diversity  Within  and  Between  the  Churches 

November  10-11, 1998 

Trinity  Center,  Pine  Knoll  Shores,  NC 

Keynote  Speaker:  The  Rev.  Dr.  James  H.  Provost 
A  priest  in  the  Diocese  of  Helena,  Montana  and  a  professor  of 
canon  law  at  The  Catholic  Univeristy  of  America. 


A  conference  for  all  interested  in  the  faith  journey 
of  our  churches. 


Cost  $65,  including  meals,  double  occupancy  room 
and  program. 


For  a  registration  form  and  brochure  contact 
the  diocesan  house,  1/888/622-4778. 


October  17,  1998 

Time:  10:30  a.m. 


ECC  Meeting 

Location:  Diocesan  House 

705  Doctor's  Drive,  Kinston,  NC 


November  14,  1998 

Time:  Noon 


ECC  Banquet 

Location:  King's  Restaurant 
Hwy  70  East,  Kinston 

Speaker: 

The  Rev.  Colonzo  Hubbard,  Director 
Emmanuel  Episcopal  Center,  Memphis 

Donation:  $15.00 
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Bishop  Daniel  Joins  St.  Augustine's  In  Honoring  Father  Banks 


Father  Banks  poses  with  his  son, 
Michael  Banks,  his  daughter, 
Yolanda  Banks  Anderson,  and  his 
granddaughter,  Michaela  Anderson. 


KINSTON—  On  Sunday,  August  30,  1998,  St. 
Augustine's  Episcopal  Church,  Kinston, 
turned  their  annual  bishop's  visitation  into  an  even 
more  special  occasion.  Bishop  Daniel's  visit 
happened  to  coincide  with  the  annual  patronal  feast 
honoring  St.  Augustine  of  Hippo,  for  which  many 
friends  of  the  church  are  invited.  This  year,  in 
addition  to  remembering  St.  Augustine,  the  church 
chose  to  honor  one  of  their  retired  rectors,  the  Rev. 
Joseph  Banks,  for  his  fifty  years  of  ministry  there. 

On  June  1,  1948,  Father  Banks  became  Rector  of 
St.  Augustine's  as  well  as  St.  Andrew's,  Goldsboro; 
St.  Andrew's,  Greenville;  and  St.  Timothy's, 
Farmville.  (The  churches  in  Greenville  and 
Farmville  have  since  closed.)  While  Father  Banks 
officially  retired  in  1978,  he  has  remained  in  Kinston 
and  has  continued  to  be  available  for  supply  at  St. 
Augustine's  and  St.  Andrew's,  Goldsboro. 

An  anonymous  donor  chose  to  mark  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  St.  Augustine's  relationship  with 
Father  Banks  by  donating  a  portrait  of  Father  Banks 
to  the  church.  During  his  official  visit,  Bishop 
Daniel  was  able  to  unveil  and  dedicate  this  portrait. 

Surprise  out-of-town  "visitors"  to  the  service 
included  Father  Banks'  daughter  Yolanda, 
granddaughter  Michaela,  son  Michael,  and  other 
family  members.  Members  of  other  Kinston 
denominations  as  well  as  other  Episcopalians  in  the 
diocese,  including  a  full  contingent  from  St. 
Andrew's,  Goldsboro,  also  came  to  give  thanks  to 
God  for  the  ministry  of  Father  Banks. 

"He  baptized  my  children  and  my  brother's 
children,"  said  Mrs.  Virginia  Payton,  a  long-time 
member  of  St.  Augustine's.  Indeed,  many  people 
present  could  look  back  to  baptism  as  the  beginning 
of  their  long  and  fruitful  relationship  with 
Father  Banks. 


Bishop  Daniel  remembered  that  when  he  was  a 
newly-ordained  deacon  at  St.  Mary's,  Kinston,  he 
found  comfort  in  knowing  of  the  wisdom  and  tenure 
of  Father  Banks  as  they  both  ministered  in  Kinston. 

In  his  sermon,  Bishop  Daniel  spoke  about  St. 
Augustine  and  lessons  that  we  can  glean  from  his 
life.  Recalling  the  unceasing  prayers  of  St. 
Augustine's  mother,  Monnica,  as  she  prayed  for 
Augustine  to  end  his  wild  life  and  to  be  converted  to 
Christianity,  Bishop  Daniel  called  for  the  church 
never  to  give  up  on  others  because  God  is  always  at 
work.  He  then  spoke  about  the  great  impact  that  St. 
Augustine  has  had  upon  Christianity  especially 
through  his  writings  such  as  The  City  of  God. 

Bishop  Daniel  ended  by  comparing  Father  Banks 
to  St.  Augustine,  and  he  called  Father  Joseph  Banks 
"St.  Joseph." 

Mr.  Nehemiah  Parker,  who  presented  the  portrait 
on  behalf  of  the  anonymous  donor,  spoke  of  how 
much  he  appreciated  the  Bishop's  sermon.  "This  is 


just  what  we  need  to  hear  from  our  Bishop,"  he  said. 

Many  people  present  spoke  of  how  much  the 
music  touched  them.  Music  for  the  service  was 
chosen  to  honor  St.  Augustine  and  Father  Banks. 
Several  members  of  the  ECC  choir  volunteered  to 
come  and  sing  with  the  St.  Augustine's  choir.  From 
the  Lift  Every  Voice  and  Sing  Hymnal,  the 
processional  hymn  "Marching  to  Zion"  set  up  the 
image  of  "The  City  of  God,"  and  Harold  Lewis' 
hymn  about  St.  Augustine  reminded  the 
congregation  of  details  in  St.  Augustine's  life.  "The 
Church's  One  Foundation,"  Father  Banks'  favorite 
hymn,  was  used  at  the  portrait  dedication.  St. 
Augustine's  choir  members  Margaret  Dixon  and 
Eddie  Shackleford,  Jr.,  under  the  direction  of  organist 
Patricia  Bryant,  sang  an  offertory  anthem  learned  at  a 
prior  diocesan  music  conference. 

Musicians  and  congregation  alike  were  happy  to 
welcome  Bishop  Daniel  and  to  give  thanks  for  the 
continuing  unfolding  legacy  of  Father  Banks. 


Program  Change  for  November  7  Historian  Meeting 

by  Mack  Bell 


Don  Lennon,  director  of  East  Carolina 
Manuscript  Collections,  coordinator  of  Special 
Collections  and  associate  professor  of  history  at 
East  Carolina  University,  will  be  the  featured 
speaker  at  the  second  annual  church  historians' 
meeting  to  be  held  at  10  a.m.  at  Holy  Trinity 
Church,  Fayetteville  on  Saturday,  November  7. 

Changes  in  the  program  were  announced  by 
Historiographer  Mack  Bell  following  cancellation 
by  a  previously  scheduled  speaker.  The  program 
will  be  confined  to  one  day. 

Mr.  Lennon,  contracted  as  consultant  by  the 
diocese  through  a  grant  received  from  the  State 
Historical  Records  Advisory  Board,  will  speak  on 
his  review  of  the  archival  holdings  of  the  diocese 
and  make  recommendations  for  preservation. 

Lennon,  whose  archival  career  spans  34  1/2 
years,  served  as  archivist  at  the  North  Carolina 
Department  of  Archives  from  1964  to  1967. 

He  received  B.  S.  and  M.  A.  degrees  from  East 
Carolina  University.  He  has  also  done  advance 
study  in  archives  administration  at  American 
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University  and  North  Carolina  State  University. 
He  is  certified  by  the  Academy  of  Certified 
Archivists. 

Author  of  several  volumes  and  articles,  he  co- 
authored  A  Quest  for  Glory:  Major  General  Robert 
Howe  and  the  American  Revolution  with  Charles 
E.  Bennett;  Harnett,  Hooper  and  Howe: 
Revolutionary  Leaders  of  the  Lower  Cape  Fear 
with  Dennis  R.  Lawson  and  Alan  D.  Watson;  and 
Politics,  Bar  and  Bench:  A  Memoir  ofU.  S. 
District  Judge  John  Davis  Larkins,  Jr.  with  Fred 
D.  Ragan. 

He  is  a  member  of  several  professional 
organizations,  including  the  Society  of  American 
Archivists,  Association  of  Historians  in  North 
Carolina,  and  the  Society  of  North  Carolina 
Archivists.  He  has  served  as  president  of  the 
Historical  Society  of  North  Carolina  and  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  North 
Carolina  Preservation  Consortium. 

Roy,  Parker,  Jr.,  contributing  editor  of  The 
Fayetteville  Observer-Times,  will  present  the 
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history  of  Holy  Trinity  Church  as  well  as  a 
historical  overview  of  Fayetteville  churches. 

Parker  received  the  Distinguished  Alumnus 
Award  from  the  University  of  North  Carolina  at 
Chapel  Hill  on  University  Day  in  1986.  He  served 
as  president  of  the  North  Carolina  Literary  and 
Historical  Association,  the  North  Carolina  Arts 
Society  and  the  North  Carolina  United  Way. 
He  is  chairman  of  the  Friends  of  Hope  of  Historic 
Hope  Plantation  at  Windsor.  A  writer  and 
historian,  Parker  is  the  author  of  Cumberland 
County:  A  Brief  History. 

A  member  of  Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville,  he 
served  on  the  diocesan  executive  council  from 
1990  to  1994  and  the  vestry  of  Holy  Trinity  from 
1975  to  1978. 

The  Rev.  Ronald  G.  Abrams,  rector  of  Holy 
Trinity,  will  welcome  the  group. 

For  additional  information  and  to  register  for 
the  annual  meeting,  call  Cynthia  Pollock  at  the 
Diocesan  office,  1-888-622-4778. 


Youth  Commission  Exports  New  Beginnings 


by  Alicia  Alford 


So  successful  is  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina's 
New  Beginnings  youth  program,  that  three 
dioceses —  Alabama,  North  Carolina  and  Puerto 
Rico  —  and  the  military  base  in  Kefalvik,  Iceland 
have  requested  help  starting  programs  of  their 
own. 

The  Diocese  of  North  Carolina  is  sending  a 
team  of  youth  and  adults  to  participate  and  observe 
the  March  1999  New  Beginnings  weekend  and  the 
Diocese  of  Alabama  has  been  invited  to  do  the 
same. 

The  military  base  in  Iceland  has  expressed  an 
interest  in  the  program,  through  one  of  their 
chaplains,  the  Rev.  Jeremiah  Day,  former  rector  of 
Trinity  Church  in  Chocowinity.  The  group  in 
Iceland  has  sent  funds  to  help  send  a  team  of  two 
youth  and  two  adults  to  Iceland  to  help  run  the  first 
New  Beginnings  weekend.  The  team  has  also 
received  a  creative  Christian  stewardship  grant  for 
travel  to  Iceland.  Original  plans  called  for  a  team 
to  travel  to  Iceland  September  24-26,  but  Day 
postponed  the  trip  until  the  spring  of  1999. 

The  trick  to  helping  launch  the  New 
Beginnings  program,  says  New  Beginnings 
coordinator  Richard  Peterson,  is  not  in  sharing  the 
material  for  the  carefully  scripted  weekend,  but  in 
sharing  the  spirituality  of  it.  It  is  ideal  for  a  team 
to  visit  an  East  Carolina  New  Beginnings  weekend 


to  experience  its  operation  and  atmosphere. 

New  Beginnings  is  for  teens  in  the  second 
semester  of  the  seventh  grade  though  ninth  grade. 
The  weekend  begins  for  staff  on  Friday  evening 
and  for  participants  on  Saturday  morning  and  runs 
through  Sunday  afternoon. 

The  youth  staff  is  selected  and  trained  by  the 
New  Beginnings  Board,  comprised  of  youth  and 
adults,  to  organize  and  staff  each  New  Beginnings 
weekend.  Each  year  approximately  70  teens 
participate  on  the  staff  of  New  Beginnings.  Two 
youth  leaders  are  selected  for  each  weekend:  the 
Prayer,  Share,  and  Care  Coordinator  and  the 
Shepherd. 

The  Prayer,  Share  and  Care  coordinator  and 
staff  provide  support  and  oversee  the  behind-the- 
scenes  work  —  preparing  materials,  snacks,  etc. 
The  Shepherd  and  staff  are  the  front  workers  who 
keep  the  talks  on  schedule  and  the  weekend 
flowing.  The  New  Beginnings  adult  coordinators 
and  the  adults  on  the  New  Beginnings  Board 
provide  organizational  support  for  the  training  of 
the  teen  staff.  The  youth  run  the  weekend. 

The  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  holds  two  yearly 
New  Beginnings  weekends  —  one  in  the  fall  and 
one  in  the  spring.  Each  weekend  has  about  40  par- 
ticipants and  35  to  40  staff  members.  Teens  give 
talks  on  the  church,  siblings,  families,  and  God. 


"The  focus  of  the  weekend  is  on  relationships," 
says  diocesan  youth  coordinator  Carol  Taylor. 
"Developmentally,  this  is  where  teens  this  age  are." 

"New  Beginnings  is  a  bridge  for  youth  from 
Sunday  school  to  becoming  an  adult  —  to  making 
decisions  for  one's  self  as  far  as  membership  in  the 
church  and  one's  spiritual  path,"  explains  Peterson. 

"Prior  to  this  age,"  he  continues,  "children  take 
things  as  handed  to  them.  They  have  the  faith  of  a 
child.  At  this  age,  they  are  beginning  to  think,  to 
question,  to  reason." 

Peterson  points  out  that  New  Beginnings 
provides  leadership  opportunities  that  are  just  as 
valuable  for  staff  members  as  taking  part  in  the 
weekend  as  a  participant.  For  some  teens,  New 
Beginnings  is  their  first  time  to  make  decisions,  to 
be  responsible,  and  to  learn  that  they  have  skills. 
Peterson  feels  the  program  is  developing  future 
leaders  for  the  church. 

"I  have  had  young  people  tell  me,"  says 
Peterson,  "that  it  has  helped  them  get  connected 
with  the  church,  with  God." 

"These  young  people  are  so  open  and  willing 
to  share,"  he  continues.  "They  are  very  brave  in 
what  they  do....  It  is  what  keeps  me  coming  back." 

Diocesan  Youth  Coordinator  Carol  Taylor  finds 
the  opportunities  to  share  this  experience  very  ex- 
citing. "It's  evangelism  of  this  program,"  she  says. 


Adults  "Get  Charged  Up"  For  Youth  Ministry 


PINE  KNOLL  SHORES  —  An  enthusiastic  group 
of  committed  youth  advisors  gathered  at  Trinity 
Center  for  the  Adults  Who  Work  With  Youth 
(AWWWY)  Conference  held  September  18-21. 
The  weekend  theme  was  "Get  Charged  Up!" 

The  conference  was  a  working  lab  in  which  the 
participants  used  an  experiential  model  to  develop 
youth  group  programs.  They  then  presented  their 
programs  to  the  other  attendees.  Some  excellent 
programs  on  fellowship,  study,  service  and  worship 
were  offered. 

Sam  Hensley,  a  gifted  musician,  from  UNC- 
Chapel  Hill  led  the  music  throughout  the 
conference. 

Also  during  the  conference,  the  Prevention  of 
Sexual  Misconduct  training  was  presented  by 
Pamela  Jenkins  and  Jo  Parrott,  diocesan  trainers 
for  this  program. 

Time  was  set  aside  for  envisioning  the 
possibilities  for  youth  ministry.  The  group  looked 
at  opportunities  and  challenges  which  face  this 
vital  ministry. 

"The  excitement  and  commitment  of  the  youth 
leaders  were  outstanding,"  reported  diocesan  Youth 
Coordinator  Carol  Taylor.  "We  have  so  many 
gifted  adult  role  models  offering  their  time,  talents 
and  care  for  the  youth  in  our  parishes." 


Youth  advisors  place  "tree  people"  representing 
themselves  on  youth  ministry  tree.  Many  who  began 
the  weekend  "out  on  a  limb  "  ended  it  grounded 
around  the  trunk. 

"This  ministry  is  important  in  our  parishes 
and  in  the  diocese,"  she  continued.  "Take  time 
to  affirm  this  ministry,  our  youth  and  especially 
our  adult  advisors  in  your  parish.  It  takes  a  lot 
of  time  and  love  for  this  ministry.  Thank  them 
for  their  work." 


Coming  Youth 

1998  £ocnls 

The  diocesan  youth  packet  with  listing  of  all 
the  events  and  registration  information  for 
youth  conferences  was  mailed  to  parishes  in 
A  ugust.  Please  see  your  clergyperson  or  youth 
advisors  for  additional  information  on  the 
exciting  programs  for  this  school  year! 

Happening  #32 

October  16- 18,  1998,  Trinity  Center 

Senior  Diocesan  Youth  Event 

The  Sr.  DYE  will  be  held  at  Trinity  Center 
Oct.  30-Nov.l.  It  is  for  9-12  graders.  The 
conference  theme  is  "Rebel  with  a  Cause!" 
Registration  information  is  available  from  your 
parish  office. 

New  Beginnings  #22 

November  14-15,  Trinity  Center 

Winterlight, 

December  27- January  1, 1999,  Kanuga 
Please  register  through  the  diocesan  office  in 
order  to  reserve  a  seat  on  the  bus  from  East 
Carolina.  Registration  information  is  available 
in  the  youth  packet. 
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Youth  and  Adults  Join  Voices  During  Music  Conference 


bv  Betsy  Overton 


PINE  KNOLL  SHORES  —  Church  musicians  from 
across  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  gathered  at 
Trinity  Center  on  August  21-23,  1998,  for  the  10th 
Annual  Conference  on  Church  Music.  Three  past 
leaders  returned  to  teach  and  lead  music  for  the 
anniversary  event.  Ben  Hutto  of  Christ  Church, 
Charlotte,  North  Carolina,  was  the  very  first  leader  in 
1988  and  leader  again  in  1990;  William  (Bill) 
Bradley  Roberts  of  St.  Philip's  in  the  Hills  Episcopal 
Church,  Tucson,  Arizona,  led  in  1995;  and  Dent 
Davidson  of  St.  Mark's  Episcopal  Cathedral  in 
Seattle,  Washington,  was  conference  leader  in  1996. 

Two  new  additions  to  this  year's  conference 
made  it  particularly  special.  Conference  planners 
added  an  extra  day  so  that  the  conference  began  on 
Thursday.  A  youth  choir  overnight  for  4th  through 
7th  graders  was  added.  Adele  Dees  of  Church  of  the 
Advent,  Williamston,  Catherine  Charles  of  St. 
Thomas',  Ahoskie,  and  Louis  Moore  of  St.  Cyprian's, 
New  Bern  coordinated  the  youth  portion.  Speaker 
Bill  Roberts  commented  that  he  believes  this  is  the 
only  Episcopal  music  conference  in  America  that  has 
simultaneously  operated  an  adult  and  youth 
component. 

In  addition  to  the  keynote  speakers,  there  were 
numerous  workshops  offered  by  people  such  as  Joe 
Hickman  from  Church  of  the  Servant,  Wilmington, 
who  addressed  voice  technique;  Sally  Gent,  music 
director  from  Shallowford  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Winston  Salem,  who  led  Taize  chant;  Steve 
Anderson,  organist/choirmaster  at  Christ  Church, 
New  Bern,  who  introduced  anthems  and  music  for 
small  choirs;  Carolyn  Price,  organist/choirmaster  at 
St.  Andrew's  by  the  Sea,  Nags  Head,  who  rang 


handbells;  Betsy  Overton, 
choirmaster  at  St. 
Thomas',  Ahoskie,  and 
Sam  Burke, 
organist/choirmaster  at 
Church  of  the  Servant, 
Wilmington,  who 
rediscovered  the  canticles; 
Richard  Rhoads  of  St. 
Andrew's  on  the  Sound, 
Wilmington,  who 
explained  service  playing; 
Lewis  Moore  of  St. 
Cyprian's,  New  Bern,  who 
explored  Lift  Every  Voice 
and  Sing;  Marylee  Hawse 
of  Church  of  the  Servant, 
Wilmington,  who 
demonstrated  liturgical 
dance  and  movement;  and 
Jim  Sims  from  Church  of 
the  Servant,  Wilmington  who  shared  insight  into 
composition. 

The  conference  was  filled  with  opportunities  to 
experience  various  forms  of  worship.  Morning  and 
Noonday  prayers  were  offered  daily.  Ben  Hutto 
conducted  the  Schola  Cantorum  in  Evensong  at  First 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Morehead  Saturday  evening. 
Bill  Roberts  directed  a  small  ensemble  in  a  motet 
Sunday  morning,  and  Dent  Davidson  led  the 
children's  choir  in  a  choral  presentation  also  on 
Sunday  morning.  The  Sunday  service  was  a  special 
diocesan  celebration  of  the  Eucharist  with  music 
performed  by  both  choirs,  separately  and  together. 


Music  conference  leaders,  Ift.  to  rt.:  Ben  Hutto,  Dent  Davidson,  and  Bill  Roberts. 


The  conference  also  offered  a  cabaret  Saturday 
evening.  The  performance  revealed  certain  musical 
and  oratorical  gifts  which  were  heretofore  unknown. 
It  created  hilarity  of  a  high  degree. 

Next  year's  music  conference  dates  are  Thursday, 
August  19  through  Sunday,  August  22,  1999.  Plans 
are  underway  for  David  Flood,  organist  and  master  of 
choristers  at  Canterbuiy  Cathedral  to  be  the  keynoter 
for  adult  musicians,  and  Dent  Davidson  of  St.  Mark's 
Cathedral  in  Seattle  to  lead  the  youth  choir.  For 
further  information,  call  the  Rev.  Joe  Cooper  at 
910/395-0616. 


RING 


in  Our  Diocese  and  Beyond 


[§22£P    Evensong:  Music  in  the  High  German  Baroque  Style,  sung  by 
the  choir  at  Christ  Church,  Charlotte,  5:00  p.m.  Benjamin  Hutto,  choirmaster/ 
organist  will  play  organ  works  of  J.S.  Bach  in  a  short  concert  at  5:45  p.m. 
For  more  information  call  704/333-8420. 


All  Saints  Evensong,  Church  of  the  Servant,  Wilmington 

with  the  church  choir  under  the  direction  of  Sam  Burke,  5:30  p.m. 
Richard  Rhoads,  organist/choirmaster  at  St.  Andrew's  by  the  Sound, 
Wilmington  will  present  a  short  organ  concert.  Call  910/395-0616  for 
more  information. 


jgm     All  Saints  Day  Festival  Eucharist,  Christ  Church, 
Charlotte,  church  choir  under  the  direction  of  Benjamin  Hutto,  Haydn, 
Missa  brevis  and  anthems  of  Mozart  and  Victoria,  11:15  a.m.  Call 
704/333-8420. 


Deanery  and  150th  Anniversary  Celebration  at  Holy  Trinity, 
Hertford,  beginning  at  2:00  p.m.  with  a  festive  procession  through  town  to 
the  courthouse  followed  by  a  Eucharist  at  church,  then  tea  in  the  parish  hall  at 
4:00  p.m.  then  dinner  in  Newbold  house,  the  oldest  brick  house  in  North 
Carolina  at  5:00  p.m.  The  Schola  Cantorum  will  present  a  concert  beginning 
at  6:00  p.m.  For  more  information  call  252/426-5542. 


Evensong:  Music  of  Edwardian  England  at  Christ 
Church,  Charlotte,  sung  by  the  church  choir.  5:00  p.m.  A  short 
concert  will  follow  by  Mark  Peskir,  saxophonist,  and  Clara  Godshall, 
keyboardist.  Call  704/333-8420  for  more  information. 


ttrajp**    Concert:  The  Choir  of  Girls  and  Men  of  Salisbury  Cathedral, 
England,  directed  by  Simon  Lole  at  Christ  Church,  Charlotte.  Donation  $10; 
$5  for  student  and  seniors.  Reception  follows.  Call  704/333-8420  for  more 
information. 


Concert  at  St.  Thomas',  Windsor,  with  Dorothy 
Papadokas,  organist  from  the  Cathedral  of  St.  John  the  Divine,  New 
York  City,  and  Rachel  Rosales,  soprano  with  the  New  York  City  Opera, 
7:30  p.m.  Evensong  will  precede  the  concert  at  7:00  p.m.  Call 
252/794-3277. 


Second  Annual  Hallows  Eve  Organ  Benefit  Concert  followed 
by  All  Saints  Day  Eucharist,  Janette  Fishell  and  Colin  Andrews,  organists, 
with  the  choir  at  St.  Paul's,  Greenville,  11:00  p.m.  to  12:30  a.m.  For  more 
information  call  252/752-3482. 


— -MBBf 

i  r 


Vespers  at  Church  of  the  Servant,  Wilmington,  with 
Dorothy  Papadokas,  organist  from  the  Cathedral  of  St.  John  the  Divine 
in  New  York  City,  offering  improvisation  on  Gregorian  chants,  7:30 
p.m.  Call  910/395-0616  for  more  information. 


The  Joint  Commission  on  Liturgy  and  Music  sponsors  this  ongoing  calendar  of  musical  offerings  available  to  all  in  our  diocese  and  beyond.  If  you  would  like  to  have  events  in  your  parish  listed,  please 
send  them  to  Mrs.  Betsy  Overton,  Rt.  1 ,  Box  254,  Aulander,  NC  27805.  The  calendar  will  be  updated  with  each  edition  of  Cross  Current. 
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Spiritual 

Corner 


Trust  in  the  Slow 
Work  of  God 

by  Nancy  Craig 

In  a  world  that  moves  at  a  frantic  pace  and 
offers  us  ever  increasing  opportunities  to  have  fast 
food,  quick  diets,  drive-through  banking  and  even 
instant  mashed  potatoes,  it  is  refreshing  to  come 
upon  a  piece  such  as  the  one  below.  It  reminds  us 
how  slowly  and  carefully  God  works  in  our  world 
and  in  our  lives. 

I  offer  this  to  you  for  your  reflection  and 
meditation  hoping  that  it  will  encourage  each  of  us 
to  breath  deeply,  slow  down  a  bit  and  apply  its 
wisdom  to  all  the  different  pieces  of  our  lives. 

Above  all,  trust  in  the  slow  work  of  God. 
We  are,  quite  naturally, 
impatient  in  everything  to  reach  the  end 
without  delay. 

We  should  like  to  skip  intermediate  stages. 

We  are  impatient  of  being  on  the  way  to 

something  unknown,  something  new. 

And  yet  it  is  the  law  of  all  progress  that  it 

is  made  by  passing  through 

some  stages  of  instability  — 

and  that  it  may  take  a  very  long  time. 

And  so  I  think  it  is  with  you. 
Your  ideas  mature  gradually  — 
let  them  grow. 

Let  them  shape  themselves  without  undue 
haste. 

Don 't  try  to  force  them  on,  as  though  you 
could  be  today 

what  time  (that  is  to  say,  grace  and 
circumstances  acting  on  your  own  good 
will),  will  make  you  tomorrow. 

Only  God  could  say  what  this  new  spirit 
forming  within  you  will  be. 
Give  our  Lord  the  benefit  of  believing  that 
his  hand  is  leading  you, 
and  accept  the  anxiety  of  feeling  yourself 
in  suspense  and  incomplete. 

Teilhard  de  Chardin,  S.J. 
(1881-1955) 

—  Nancy  Craig  is  the  Chair  of  the  Spiritual  Resources 
Commission. 


Fall  Quiet  Day 

October  22,  1998 


It  is  not  too  late  to  register  for  the  Fall  Quiet  Day  at  Trinity  Center.  The  retreat  leader  will  be  the 
Rev.  Carrie  Craig.  Craig  will  lead  two  meditations,  celebrate  Eucharist  and  offer  spiritual  direction 
and  reconciliation.  The  day  will  also  include  Morning  and  Noonday  Prayer. 

To  register,  call  Cynthia  Pollock  at  the  diocesan  house,  252/522-0885  or  888/622-4778. 

The  registration  fee  of  $12  includes  lunch  and  is  due  upon  arrival  at  Trinity  Center.  If  rooms  are 
available,  participants  may  come  the  evening  of  Oct.  21.  Please  contact  Ms.  Pollock  from  room 
availability. 


Annual  Advent  Retreat  Offers 

a  Special  Time  to  Prepare  for  Christmas 

The  Spiritual  Resources  Commission  is  pleased  to  offer  the  annual  Advent  Retreat  at  Trinity 
Center  on  December  4-6,  1998.  The  retreat  will  begin  at  5:00  p.m.  on  Friday  and  end  with  lunch  on 
Sunday.  Retreat  leader  Pam  Noble  will  explore  Living  the  Present  Moment:  A  Contemplative 
Exploration  of  Surrender. 

"Learning  to  live  in  the  present  moment  is  to  learn  to  acknowledge  and  experience  the  stirring  of 
that  still,  small  voice  within  each  of  us,  the  voice  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Through  exercises  involving 
prayer,  silence,  reflection  and  optional  journal  writing,  we  will  explore  what  it  means  to  surrender  to 
the  Spirit  in  the  ordinary  events  of  each  day,"  says  Ms.  Noble. 

Noble  is  a  spiritual  director  and  psychotherapist  in  private  practice  in  Boone,  NC.  A  graduate  of 
Duke  University,  she  has  explored  many  avocations  on  her  way  to  discovering  her  true  vocation,  that 
of  creating  space  in  which  people  can  experience  healing,  renewal  and  the  joyful  present  moment 
li\  ing. 

Noble  is  the  director  of  Horizon  Hermitages  and  has  completed  the  spiritual  director's  training 
sponsored  by  the  Diocese  of  South  Carolina.  She  is  involved  in  Numina  Inc.,  a  nonprofit 
corporation  established  in  the  Diocese  of  Western  North  Carolina,  which  provides  creative 
mentoring  for  those  seeking  to  explore  their  spiritual  journey. 

Noble  lives  on  a  ridge  off  the  Blue  Ridge  Parkway,  where  she  has  constructed  a  mountain 
labyrinth  beside  her  home. 

The  concept  of  present  moment  living  is  presented  in  succinct  form  in  Abandonment  to  Divine 
Providence,  a  small  spiritual  classic  by  Jean  Pierre  de  Caussade.  Though  the  book  is  not  required  for 
the  retreat,  participants  may  find  it  helpful  reading  as  preparation  and  follow  up.  A  copy  of  the  book 
may  be  ordered  from  Nancy  Craig  at  the  diocesan  house.  The  cost  is  $10.00. 

To  register  for  the  retreat  complete  the  form  below  and  return  it  to  the  diocesan  house  by 
Monday,  November  23.  The  $1 15.00  retreat  cost  includes  rooming  and  meals.  A  $20.00  deposit  is 
due  with  registration.  Only  30  rooms  will  be  available,  so  register  early  to  reserve  a  place. 

The  Spiritual  Resources  Commission  urges  you  to  give  yourself  the  first  gift  of  the  season  by 
preparing  for  a  holy  Christmas  in  this  quiet,  reflective  way. 


ADVENT  RETREAT  REGISTRATION  FORM 

December  4-6,  1998 

The  retreat  costs  $1 15.00  including  room  and  meals. 

To  register  return  this  form  with  a  $20.00  deposit  to  Nancy  Craig  -  Advent  Retreat,  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina,  P.O.  Box  1336,  Kinston,  NC  28540.  Please  make  checks  payable  to  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina. 

Name  


Address . 
Phone  _ 
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School  for  Dolphins 
and  Awards  Luncheon 


ST.  FRANCIS  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH 
Saturday,  October  24,  1998 
9:30am-  1:30pm 

SPEAKERS: 

Sally  Woodard,  MSW. 

Social  Work  Supervisor, 
Geriatric  Intermediate  Care 
Facility,  Cherry  Hospital 
Tips  on  Visiting  with  the  Elderly  in  Nursing  Homes 

Steve  Teapue,  DMin, 

Chaplain,  Kitty  Askins  Center 
When  a  Friend  Dies:  Dealing  with  our  grief 

The  Dolphins  of  Wayne  County  is  an  ecumenical  lay  ministry.  We  visit  with 
nursing  and  rest  home  residents  and  with  homebound  parishioners. 


Who  Should  Attend? 

•  All  Dolphins 

•  Anyone  who  visits  an  elderly  friend  or  relative  in  a  nursing  home 
or  anywhere  else 

•  Anyone  who  has  lost  a  friend  or  relative  recently 


St.  Christopher's  Church 
Elizabethtown 

will  celebrate  its 
20th  Anniversary 

October  25, 1998 

with  an  1 1 :00  a.m.  worship  service 
and  dinner  on  the  grounds. 
All  are  welcome  to  attend. 


Diocesan 


^1  Calendar 


Cursillo  Secretariat  Meets,  St.  Mary's,  Kinston,  10:00  a.m. 
New  Beginnings  Board  &  Staff  Meeting,  Diocesan  House 
Clergy  Conference,  Trinity  Center 
Happening  #32,  Trinity  Center 

Trinity  Church,  Chocowinity,  Adult  Retreat,  Trinity  Center 
St.  Anne's  Parish  Retreat 

150th  Anniversary  Celebration,  Holy  Trinity,  Hertford 
Standing  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  1 1 :00  a.m. 
Fall  Quiet  Day,  Trinity  Center 

Creative  Christian  Stewardship  Grant  Committee  Meeting, 

Diocesan  House,  10:00  a.m. 
St.  Andrew's  by  the  Sea,  Nags  Head,  Parish  Family  Retreat, 

Trinity  Center 

Prison  Ministry,  Superintendents'  Retreat,  Trinity  Center 

Senior  Diocesan  Youth  Event,  Trinity  Center 

Second  Annual  All  Hallows  Eve  Organ  Benefit  Concert  followed 

by  All  Saints  Day  Eucharist,  St.  Paul's,  Greenville, 

1 1p.m.- 12:30  a.m.  Costumers  encouraged! 


10 
10 
11-13 
16-18 
16-18 
16-18 
18 
20 
22 

23 

23-25 
28-30 
30-11/1 
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Christ  Church,  Elizabeth  City,  Parish  Family  Retreat  6-8 

Diocesan  History  and  Archive  Workshop,  Fayetteville  7 

Convention  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  10:00  a.m.  9 

Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry,  Diocesan  House,  10:00  a.m.  10 
Lutheran,  Anglican  Roman  Catholic  (LARC)  Conference, 

Trinity  Center  10-11 

Executive  Council,  Diocesan  House,  10:00  a.m.  13 

New  Beginnings  #22,  Trinity  Center  13-15 

St.  Andrew's  on  the  Sound,  Wilmington,  Parish  Family  Retreat  13-05 

Episcopal  Consultative  Committee  Banquet  14 

Standing  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  11:00  a.m.  17 

Cursillo  18-22 

Trinity  Center  Finance  Committee  Meeting,  Trinity  Center  19 

Trinity  Center,  Sacraments  Rollo  21 

Trinity  Center  Board  Meeting,  Trinity  Center,  10:00  a.m.  24 

Diocesan  House  closed  for  Thanksgiving  26-27 


The  Bishop 's  Visitation  Schedule 

Oct.  1 1  St.  James'  the  Fisherman,  Shallotte 

Oct.  18  St.  Paul's,  Wilmington 

Oct.  25  St.  Thomas',  Windsor 

Nov.  1  St.  Paul's,  Greenville 

Nov.  8  St.  Paul's,  Edenton 

Nov.  22  St.  Anne's,  Jacksonville 
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Sulejman  Kasamovic  of  Greenville  and  Larisa 
Elkasevic  of  Kinston  compare  notes  from  "back  home. 


Anela  Cizmic  is  a  first-generation  American,  born 
in  Greenville  to  Bosnian  parents. 


Judy  Castranova,  DRC;  Rita  Shepard;  and  Susan 
husson,  Case  Manager;  all  of  New  Bern,  chat  with 
Samir  Dumpor  of  Greenville. 


Interfaith  Refugee 


IS  Ministry 

Judith  Castranova 

Diocesan  Refugee  Coordinator 
(252)  633-9009  •  FAX:  (252)  633-9354 


Susan  Husson 

Case  Manager 
(252)  638-8705  •  FAX:  (252)  638-7570*51 


/ 


Sponsors  from  St.  Francis,  Goldsboro  lend  a  hand 
in  the  kitchen  while  Jasna  Ostovic  of  New  Bern 
looks  on. 


Phyllis  and  Dan  Speakman  of  Holy  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Greenville  with  sponsoree 
Indira  Burcak. 


esettled  refugee  families,  hosts  and 
sponsorship  committee  members  spent  a  delightful 
afternoon  making  new  friends,  renewing 
acquaintances  and  dining  on  delicious  food.  The 
East  Carolina  Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry 
sponsored  the  ecumenical  event  held  September  13 
at  St.  Francis'  Church  in  Goldsboro.  About  100 
people  attended,  fifty  of  whom  were  resettled 
refugees  from  ages  two  to  70. 

Many  of  the  resettled  refugees  spent  time 
tracking  down  news  of  friends  and  relatives  from 
Bosnia  and  rekindling  connections  from  their 
homeland.  A  Bosnian  woman  in  Goldsboro 
discovered  a  high  school  acquaintance  is  now 
living  in  Greenville.  A  woman  in  Wilmington 
learned  that  a  man  with  whom  she  worked  in 
Sarajevo  now  lives  in  Kinston. 

By  the  end  of  the  gathering,  the  American  food 
remained  and  the  Bosnian  food  was  gone;  phone 
numbers  had  been  exchanged  and  new  friendships 
were  formed;  and  plans  were  underway  for  the  next 
gathering. 

—  photos  bv  Judy  Castranova 


Zoran  and  Julijana  Kovarevic  are  all  smiles.  Sponsored 
by  Faith  Alliance  and  St.  Francis ',  they  arrived  in  the 
states  in  June  1998.  Julijana  put  in  many  hours 
preparing  for  the  party. 


Ante  Sikic  of  Goldsboro  and  Engin  Tokaj  ofEdenton  catch  up. 


11TH  ANNUAL  CHRISTMAS  BAZAAR 

at  Holy  Trinity  Episcopal  Church 
107  Deerfield  Dr. 
Hampstead,  NC 

v  FRIDAY  NOV!  6  10:00  A.M.  -  4:00  P.M. 

Saturday;  noV.  7  10:00  a.m.  -  3:00  p.m. 


Lunch  will  be  served  both  days  from  11:00  a.m.  to  1:30  p.m. 


Bazaar  features  beautiful  handmade  crafts,  Christmas  decorations,  and  floral  arrangements; 
baked  goods,  preserves  and  ether  delicious  goodies;  and  a  room  full  of  precious  previously 

owned  treasures.  y»*w 

In  addition,  raffle  tickets  are  available  from  now  until  Dec.  15  for  a  chance  to  win  an  Amish 
Country  bride  quilt  handmade  by  the  churchwomen  of  Holy  Trinity.  Raffle  tickets  are  $2.00 
each  or  three  for  $5. 00.  Tickets  will  be  sold  during  the  bazaar. 
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Hurricane  Mitch  Devastates  Honduras  and  Nicaragua 


Hurricane  Mitch,  a  huge  category  five  storm, 
has  caused  untold  disaster  in  both  Honduras  and 
Nicaragua,  two  of  the  poorest  countries  in  Central 
America.  Some  people  have  labeled  it  the  worst 
natural  disaster  in  the  area  this  century. 

Heavy  rains  —  in  some  cases  24  inches  in  24 
hours  —  have  caused  streams  to  flood  and,  worse, 
mud  slides  of  unprecedented  severity.  Five 
thousand —  perhaps  as  many  as  7,000 —  people 
have  lost  their  lives,  although  the  final  total  may 
never  be  known.  One  official  said,  "it  would  be 
appropriate  to  declare  the  area  of  the  tragedy  a 
'national  cemetery,'"  and  seal  it  off. 

Rescue  workers  use  phrases  to  describe  the 
affected  areas  as  "a  vision  out  of  Dante"  or  "a 
deluge  of  biblical  proportions."  One  survivor  said, 
"It's  like  a  wilderness  there  now.  You  don't  see 
anything  except  bodies  half-buried  in  mud  or  limbs 
protruding  from  debris." 

"We're  not  talking  about  so  many  people 
without  electricity;  or  so  many  trees  down,"  said 
Joe  Moran,  Carolinas  Regional  Director  for  Church 
World  Service,  best  known  for  its  CROPWALKS. 


"We're  talking  about  parents  who  can't  find  their 
children.  Whole  villages  have  been  washed  away." 

In  addition  to  the  immediate  tragedy,  longer 
term  effects  are  being  felt.  Hunger  is  already 
setting  in  with  the  destruction  of  crops.  Attendant 
disease  —  typhoid,  dengue  fever  and  dysentery  — 
will  add  to  the  survivors'  misery. 


The  president  of  Honduras,  Carlos  Flores 
Facusse,  has  estimated  that  70  per  cent  of  his 
country's  economic  infrastructure —  bridges, 
roads,  ports,  hospitals,  schools  —  has  been  so 
seriously  affected  that  it  will  take  years  for  the 

^1  "Hurricane  Mitch"  con't  on  page  2  I 


vonRosenberg  Elected  Third  Bishop  of  East  Tennessee 


The  Rev.  Charles  vonRosenberg,  rector  of  St. 
James  Church,  Wilmington,  was  elected  the  third 
bishop  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Tennessee  on 
Saturday,  October  17.  The  election  at  St.  John's 
Cathedral,  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  took  about  five 
hours  and  15  ballots.  On  the  final  ballot 
vonRosenberg  received  the  necessary  two-thirds 
votes  in  both  orders  with  63  clergy  votes  and  1 08 
lay  delegate  votes.  He  needed  59  clergy  votes  and 
91  votes  to  be  elected. 

vonRosenberg  was  elected  from  a  field  of 
eleven  nominees.  Ten  names  were  presented  by  the 


Episcopate  Committee  and  one  person  was 
nominated  from  the  floor. 

"I  am  honored  and  humbled  by  the  election," 
said  vonRosenberg  in  a  phone  interview  shortly 
after  the  election. 

vonRosenberg  will  succeed  the  Rt.  Rev.  Robert 
Tharp  as  bishop.  Bishop  Tharp,  who  is  70,  plans 
to  retire  shortly  after  vonRosenberg 's  consecration. 

When  asked  about  the  upcoming  move,  he 
responded,  "I  will  miss  East  Carolina  and,  in 
particular,  St.  James.  The  move  will  mean  that  I 
will  not  have  a  parish  family  and  I  expect  this  to 


be  the  most 
difficult  part." 

vonRosenberg 
explained  that 
when  he  received 
the  initial 
information 
inviting  him  to 
place  his  name  in 


ijl  "vonRosenberg"  con't  on  page  2 


St.  Francis 
Builds  Columbarium 
and  Addresses 
End-of-Life  Issues 


Church 
of  Servant 
Launches 
Program 
for  Racial 
Reconciliation 


The  Episcopal  Church 


IN  THE  ANGLICAN  COMMUNION 

A  global  community 
of  70  million  Anglicans 
in  36  member  churches/ 
provinces. 


ARCHBISHOP  OF  CANTERBURY 

The  Most  Rev.  and  Rt.  Hon.  George  Carey 

Lambeth  Palace,  London,  England  SE1  7JU 
Anglican  Consultative  Council,  14  Great  Peter  Street, 
London,  England  SW1P  3NQ 

Episcopal  Seat:  Canterbury  Cathedral 
IN  THE  UNITED  STATES 


A  community  of  2.5  million 
members  in  118  dioceses  in 
the  Americas  and  abroad. 
Established  1789. 

PRESIDING  BISHOP 

The  Most  Rev.  Frank  T.  Griswold 


Episcopal  Church  Center,  815  Second  Avenue, 
New  York,  NY  10017,  (212)  867-8400 

Episcopal  Seat:  Washington  National  Cathedral, 
Mount  St.  Alban,  Washington,  D.C.  20016 


IN  THE  DIOCESE 
OF  EAST  CAROLINA 

A  community  of  over  14,137 
communicants  in  70  churches. 
Founded  in  1883. 

BISHOP 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd 


Diocesan  Office,  705  Doctors  Drive,  P.O.  Box  1336, 
Kinston,  NC  28503 

Telephone:  888/622-4778 
Fax:  919/523-5272 
Email:  diocese.ec@coastalnet.com 


VISIT  THE  DIOCESAN  WEBSITE  AT 
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"Hurricane  Mitch"  con't  from  page  1 

economy  to  recover. 

From  the  diocesan  house  in  Kinston,  Bishop 
Clifton  Daniel  reported  that  the  church  has  yet  to 
hear  directly  from  the  bishops  in  this  area:  the  Rt. 
Rev.  Leo  Frade  and  the  Rt.  Rev.  Sturdie  Downs. 
"However,"  he  said,  "I  want  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  call  on  my  sisters  and  brothers 
in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  to  respond 
compassionately  to  this  crisis." 

He  suggests  that  you  send  your  contributions  to: 

The  Presiding  Bishop's  Fund 

for  World  Relief 

c/o  Bankers  Trust 

"vonRosenberg"  con't  from  page  1 

nomination,  he  felt  called  to  enter  the  process  for 
three  reasons. 

"First  the  size  of  the  Diocese  of  East 
Tennessee  is  small,  so  there  is  the  opportunity  to 
have  a  pastoral  relationship  with  the  clergy  and  the 
congregations.  That's  the  kind  of  ministry,  as 
bishop,  that  I  am  interested  in." 

"Secondly,  East  Tennessee  is  involved  in  a 
ministry  to  Haiti."  He  explained  that  when  he  was 
in  the  Diocese  of  Upper  South  Carolina  he  spent 
ten  years  as  part  of  a  Haitian  ministry  leadership 
team.  "The  experience  was  life-giving  and 
supporting  of  my  own  faith." 

"Finally,  East  Tennessee  recently  passed  a 
mission  strategy.  It  places  responsibility  for 
mission  initiative  and  actualization  in  local  regions 
in  cooperation  with  the  diocesan  structure." 

vonRosenberg  explained  that  when  he  was  in 


P.O.  Box  12043 

Newark,  NJ  071  01 
Make  your  checks  payable  to  The  Presiding 
Bishop's  Fund  for  World  Relief,  and  mark  them 
Nicaraga/Honduras  Relief.  All  contributions 
to  the  Fund  are  tax-deductible  to  the  extent 
provided  by  law. 

"I  ask  that  you  contribute  generously  to  relieve 
the  suffering  of  our  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ, 
the  Christ  who  came  to  fill  suffering  with  his 
presence  and  who  said,  T  was  hungry  and  you  fed 
me,'"  wrote  Daniel  in  a  letter  to  members  of  the 
diocese. 


Upper  South  Carolina,  he  served  as  a  member  of  a 
mission  team  for  starting  new  missions.  He  feels 
this  type  of  ministry  provides  tangible  evidence  of 
the  spreading  of  God's  kingdom. 

The  election  of  an  East  Carolinian  as  bishop  of 
East  Tennessee  continues  a  series  of  close 
connections  between  the  dioceses  of  East 
Tennessee  and  East  Carolina.  The  late  B.  Sidney 
Sanders,  sixth  bishop  of  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina,  was  a  native  of  East  Tennessee  and  his 
brother,  the  Rt.  Rev.  William  E.  Sanders,  was  the 
first  bishop  of  East  Tennessee.  The  Diocese  of 
East  Tennessee  was  formed  in  1985. 

vonRosenberg's  consecration  is  tentatively 
planned  for  February  1999.  vonRosenberg  and  his 
wife,  Annie,  will  move  to  East  Tennessee  in 
December. 


Cross  Current  Schedule  Amended 
During  Editor's  Leave 


Please  note  that  there  will  be  no  January  or  February  1999  Cross  Current.  The  editor 
Alicia  Alford  will  be  taking  maternity  leave. 

Notices  that  need  to  be  disbursed  prior  to  the  diocesan  convention  should  be  sent  to 
Jimi  Paderick  at  the  diocesan  house.  She  will  be  preparing  a  special  pre-convention  edition 
of  the  Companionsheet  to  be  mailed  in  January  to  all  clergy,  deanery  representatives  and 
convention  deputies. 

Scott  Nunn,  news  editor  for  the  Wilmington  Star-News  and  a  member  of  Church  of  the 
Good  Shepherd,  has  graciously  agreed  to  attend  the  diocesan  convention  and  to  serve  as 
editor  for  the  March  issue  of  Cross  Current.  We  are  delighted  to  have  him  on  staff  for  this 
period. 

Any  address  changes  that  occur  from  January  to  March  3 1 ,  should  be  sent  to  Cynthia 
Pollock  at  the  diocesan  house. 
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International  Debt  Emerges  As  Key  Issue  at  Lambeth 


Dear  friends  in  Christ, 

In  last  month's  article,  I  described  the  setting  of 
the  Lambeth  Conference  and  some  of  my 
experiences  and  reflections.  This  month,  I  am 
writing  to  describe  in  more  detail  the  work  and 
results  of  the  conference. 

Defining  Lambeth 

First,  let  me  set  the  context  for  the  work  of  the 
conference.  The  Lambeth  Conference  is  just 
that  —  a  conference.  From  the  first  Lambeth 
Conference  in  1 867,  it  has  been  clear  that  the 
Lambeth  Conference  is  an  occasion  for  the  bishops 
of  the  Anglican  Communion  to  come  together  to 
pray,  worship  and  confer  on  matters  relating  to  the 
life,  work  and  mission  of  the  Anglican 
Communion.  This  means  that  the  conference  does 
not  speak  with  a  final  voice  on  any  of  the  matters 
that  form  the  substance  of  the  conference.  This  is 
true  for  several  reasons. 

First,  we  are  an  Anglican  Communion,  made  up 
of  38  independent,  self-governing  provinces 
throughout  the  world,  all  of  which  are  in 
communion  with  the  See  of  Canterbury.  We  are 
not  organized  as  a  world-wide  church  with  a 
"central  office"  located  in  Canterbury. 

What  further  binds  us  together  as  a  communion 
is  a  shared  tradition  of  worship,  polity  and  theology 
rooted  in  a  reformed  Catholicism,  and  our 
traditional  Anglican  understanding  of  dispersed 
authority.  This  authority  is  represented  by  various 
instruments  of  unity:  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  who  meets  with  fellow  bishops  as 
"first  among  equals';  the  Lambeth  Conference,  at 
which  the  bishops  of  the  Communion  gather  for 
prayer,  worship  and  consultation;  the  Anglican 
Consultative  Council,  made  up  of  representatives, 
lay  and  ordained  of  the  38  provinces  of  the 
Communion,  which  meets  twice  in  the  years 
between  Lambeth  Conferences;  and  the  regular 
meeting  of  the  primates —  i.e.,  the  presiding 
bishops  and  archbishops  —  of  the  provinces 
of  the  Communion. 

It  is  this  concept  of  being  in  communion  with 
the  See  of  Canterbury,  having  dispersed  authority 
and  being  instruments  of  unity  that  has  held  the 
Anglican  Communion  together  through  the  past 
450  years.  This  is  what  uniquely  defines  what  we 
have  come  to  know  and  love  as  the  traditional 
Anglican  way. 


Authority  and  Biblical 
interpretation  underlie 
Lambeth  discussions 

Though  there  were 
various  issues  discussed 
and  pronouncements 
made  by  the  conference, 
it  impressed  me  that  two 
issues  underlay  much  of 
the  discussion.  The  first 
was  authority,  and  the 
second  was  interpretation 
of  the  Bible. 

There  were  voices  at 
Lambeth  that  wished  to 
push  the  Communion  in 
the  direction  of  speaking 
in  a  magisterial  way, 
making  pronouncements 
on  various  issues  that 
were  definitive  and  final 
for  the  whole  of  the 
Communion.  Other 
voices  at  Lambeth  urged 
toward  a  "litmus  test"  or 
confessional  statement  of 
beliefs  that  would  —  or 
would  not  —  define  one 
as  Anglican.  While  all 

bishops  affirm  the  

i  u  t  h  o  i it)  of  scripture, 

some  voices  I  heard  argued  for  an  interpretation  of 
scripture  best  described  as  selective  literalism. 

All  of  these  voices  were  present  at  Lambeth, 
just  as  they  all  are  present  in  the  life  of  the 
Episcopal  Church.  Each  of  these  extreme  voices 
betrays  its  own  misunderstanding  of  authority  and 
biblical  interpretation  that  has  been  our  traditional, 
catholic,  orthodox,  consultative  and  conversational 
way  as  Anglicans  for  four  and  a  half  centuries. 

There  is  an  old  saying:  "Rome  has  spoken;  the 
case  is  closed."  Paraphrased  for  Anglicans,  it 
would  read:  "Lambeth  has  spoken;  the  case  is  not 
closed."  Several  Lambeth  Conferences  have 
revisited  and  revised  statements  of  previous 
conferences,  since  in  the  intervening  years, 
conversation  around  various  topics  has  continued 
and  deeper  insights  have  been  gained. 

We  will  go  on  from  this  Lambeth  Conference 
in  our  own  Anglican  way,  remaining  open  to  a 
variety  of  voices.  We  will  give  space  to  deepening 
conversation  in  which  all  have  opportunity  to  be 
heard.  All  this  will  be  done  as  a  way  of  waiting 
and  giving  space  for  the  Holy  Spirit  to  bring  clarity. 


"Brother  bishops  from  Africa  and  Asia  told  story 
after  heartwrenching  story  of  the  burden  of  their 
nations  and  people  resulting  from  international  debt. 


Growing  in  commitment  to  conversation, 
consultation  &  deliberation 

As  the  bishops  of  the  Communion  gathered  for 
prayer,  worship  and  consultation,  we  came  away 
from  Lambeth,  I  believe,  firmer  in  our  commitment 
to  our  traditional  Anglican  way  of  conversation, 
consultation  and  deliberation.  Through  the 
meeting  and  sharing  of  our  stories  and  struggles 
with  one  another  in  close  and  personal  ways,  we 
came  away  stronger  in  the  bonds  of  love  for  one 
another  and  in  our  commitment  to  a  shared  Lord,  a 
common  faith,  and  a  beloved  way  of  being 
Christians  we  know  as  the  Anglican  Communion. 

Matters  of  sexuality  not  most  pressing  concern 

Most  of  the  energy  and  attention  given  to  the 
work  of  the  Lambeth  Conference  has, 
unfortunately  in  my  estimation,  been  focused  on 
the  resolution  regarding  sexuality.  I  say  that  this  is 
unfortunate  because  first,  the  bishops  of  the 
Communion,  in  all  our  diversity,  shared  a 
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remarkable  solidarity  around  the  other  critical 
issues  we  dealt  with. 

Often,  press  reporting  of  the  conference  made 
it  sound  as  if  the  fractious  conversation  around 
sexuality  was  normative  for  the  conference;  it  was 
not.  The  bishops  shared  a  high  degree  of  unity  and 
unanimity  on  all  of  the  major  issues  dealt  with. 

The  all-too-often  impression  given  in  various 
publications  is  that  all  the  bishops  talked  about  was 
sexuality,  as  if  matters  of  sexuality  are  the  central 
and  most  pressing  concern  in  the  life  and  mission 
of  the  church.  They  were  not,  and  are  not. 

The  conference  had  much  to  say  about  various 
topics  of  concern:  euthanasia,  ecumenical  matters, 
evangelism,  living  in  an  increasingly  pluralistic 
world,  human  rights  and  human  dignity, 
environmental  concerns,  among  others.  There  is 
not  enough  space  here  to  go  into  any  detail  about 
what  the  conference  said  about  these  matters. 

If  you  really  wish  to  understand  in  a  full, 
intelligent  and  informed  way  what  the  conference 
said  about  sexuality  or  any  of  the  other  topics 
addressed,  I  recommend,  urge  and  encourage  you 
to  obtain  a  copy  of  the  reports  and  resolutions  of 
the  conference.  The  real  work  of  the  conference  is 
to  be  found  especially  in  the  reports,  which  I 
believe  are  more  representative  of  the  mind  of  the 
conference  than  the  various  resolutions  passed. 

International  debt  —  a  new  form  of  slavery 

One  issue  —  international  debt  —  leapt  out  at 
me  at  Lambeth  Conference  in  a  way  that  I  had  not 
anticipated.  I  had  known  nothing  about  the  issue 
before  my  arrival  in  Canterbury. 

International  debt  is  largely  hidden  from  you 
and  me  as  inhabitants  of  the  wealthy  and  secure 
Northern  Hemisphere.  (We,  who  live  in  the 
Northern  Hemisphere,  represent  roughly  20%  of 
the  world's  population,  but  control  80%  of  the 
world's  wealth  and  resources.)  For  our  brothers 
and  sisters  in  the  Southern  Hemisphere  (who 
represent  80%  of  the  world's  population  and  have 
access  to  only  20%  of  the  world's  wealth  and 
resources),  international  debt  is  a  reality  that 
literally  and  directly  affects  daily  living  in  a  life 
and  death  way. 

Brother  bishops  from  Africa  and  Asia  told 
story  after  heartrending  story  of  the  burden  of  their 
nations  and  people  resulting  from  international 
debt.  Many  bishops  from  Africa  likened 
international  debt  to  a  new  form  of  slavery 


imposed  by  the  wealthy  nations  of  the  north.  The 
physical  chains  of  slavery  in  the  past  have  been 
replaced  by  the  economic  shackles  of  the  present. 

This  whole  topic  is  new  to  you  and  me  as 
citizens  of  the  world's  wealthiest  nation.  We  are 
far  removed  from  the  poverty,  insecurity  and 
instability  in  which  the  majority  of  the  world's 
people  live. 

The  whole  topic  of  international  debt  is 
complex  and  difficult  to  understand.  But  it  is  not 
difficult  to  understand  that  for  every  $1  our  nation 


"It  surely  must  be  the  work  of  the 
Evil  One  to  focus  our  attention  on 
the  narrow  issue  of  sexuality,  about 
which  our  Lord  had  little  to  say; 
while  at  the  same  time  diverting  our 
energy  from  the  issues  of  justice, 
feeding  and  caring  for  our  brother 
and  sister,  about  which  our  Lord 
had  so  much  to  say ..." 


sends  out  in  foreign  aid  or  in  the  form  of  loans,  we 
receive  $  1 1  back  in  interest  on  international  debt. 
It  is  not  difficult  to  understand  that  people  are 
dying  because  of  international  debt.  It  is  not 
difficult  to  understand  the  anger  and  frustration  of 
those  living  in  the  Southern  Hemisphere  toward 
those  of  us  living  in  the  Northern  Hemisphere.  It 
is  not  difficult  to  recognize  suffering  and  injustice 
on  such  a  massive  scale. 

I  urge,  encourage,  recommend,  suggest,  and 
fervently  hope  that  someone  in  your  parish  will 
undertake  a  project  to  inform  and  educate  the 
parish  around  this  matter  of  international  debt. 
You  can  write  to  request  further  information  from: 
Mrs.  Bets  Crean 

Chair,  Diocesan  Commission  on  Hunger, 

Peace  &  Justice 

415  Lee  St. 

Greenville,  NC  27858 
Above  all,  pray  that  our  brothers  and  sisters  in 
the  Southern  Hemisphere  are  released  from  this 
crushing  burden  and  freed  from  the  shackles  of 
international  debt. 
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Is  the  Evil  One  diverting  our  energies? 

Millions  in  our  world  are  suffering  and  dying 
from  lack  of  food,  medicine  and  education.  Our 
brother  and  sister  believers  in  many  parts  of  the 
world  suffer  oppression,  persecution  and 
imprisonment  simply  for  being  Christians.  The 
Lambeth  Conference  addressed  these  issues,  and 
more,  in  ways  that  were  strong,  clear  and  hopeful. 

We  have  heard  precious  little  about  what  our 
bishops  said  regarding  international  debt,  religious 
persecution,  and  human  rights.  We  have  heard  a 
great  deal  about  the  one  resolution  the  conference 
passed  regarding  sexuality. 

It  seems  to  me  that  it  surely  must  be  the  work 
of  the  Evil  One  to  focus  our  attention  on  the 
narrow  issue  of  sexuality,  about  which  our  Lord 
had  little  to  say;  while  at  the  same  time  diverting 
our  energy  from  the  issues  of  justice,  feeding  and 
caring  for  our  brother  and  sister,  about  which  our 
Lord  had  so  much  to  say  and  to  which  our 
baptismal  vows  so  clearly  and  unambiguously 
call  us. 

I  wish  that  we  in  the  church  had  as  much 
energy,  fervor,  passion,  time  and  money  to  devote 
to  our  suffering  neighbors  both  nearby  and  far 
away  as  we  seem  to  have  to  devote  to  every  jot, 
tittle,  fly-speck  and  nuance  of  conversation  around 
matters  of  sexuality. 

God  bless  you  in  your  continuing  work  and 
ministry.  Godspeed  in  the  days  ahead.  I  keep  you 
all  in  my  prayers. 

Faithfully, 


NOVEMBER  1998 


Archbishop  Mourns  the  Death  of  Bishop  Daniel  Zindo  of  Sudan 


(ACNS)  —  The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  has 
been  deeply  saddened  today  to  learn  of  the  death  of 
Bishop  Daniel  Zindo,  Bishop  of  Yambio,  and 
Acting  Archbishop  of  the  Episcopal  Church  of 
Sudan,  in  a  car  crash  near  Kampala,  Uganda. 

Bishop  Zindo  was  well  known  personally  to  the 
Archbishop,  and  played  a  prominent  part  in  the 
Lambeth  Conference  this  summer.  Only  a  few 
months  ago,  he  was  elected  by  the  Sudanese 


bishops  to  act  as  Archbishop  until  a  suitable 
opportunity  presented  itself  to  hold  a  proper 
election  -  which  in  the  current  circumstances  in 
Sudan  could  be  some  time  away.  Bishop  Zindo's 
death  will  come  as  a  bitter  blow  to  the  Episcopal 
Church  in  Sudan,  and  to  the  many  people  around 
the  world  who  pray  for  and  support  the  Sudanese 
people. 

The  Bishop's  sudden  death  is  doubly  hard 


because  it  is  less  than  a  year  since  his  wife  Grace 
was  murdered,  along  with  other  family  members. 

The  Archbishop  and  Mrs.  Carey  extend  their 
deepest  sympathy  to  their  children  who  are  now 
left  orphans.  They  ask  for  the  prayers  of  Anglicans 
worldwide  for  them,  their  many  friends  and  the 
Episcopal  Church  of  Sudan  at  this  sad  time. 


First  Meeting  Between  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  Lesbian  and  Gay  Christian  Movement  (LGCM) 


(ACNS)  ENGLAND  —  The  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  the  Most  Rev.  George  Carey,  met  with 
members  of  the  LGCM  on  Friday  October  1 6, 
1998.  The  Rev.  Richard  Kirker  (General  Secretary) 
and  Dominic  Richards  (Chair)  were  invited  to 
Lambeth  Palace,  for  the  first  time  meeting, 
honoring  a  pledge  made  during  the  recent  Lambeth 
Conference,  when  Archbishop  Carey  attended  a 
Reception  for  Bishops  and  LGCM  Partners  in 
Canterbury. 

According  to  an  LGCM  press  release  the 


meeting  was  "constructive."  The  statement  read: 
"In  a  very  constructive  and  positive  atmosphere  it 
was  stressed  on  both  sides  that  transcending 
hostility  was  the  central  purpose  of  the  meeting.  It 
was  acknowledged  that  difficulties  which  had 
strained  relationships,  in  particular,  between  the 
Church  of  England,  and  lesbian  and  gay  Christians 
were  serious  and  required  sensitive  handling  if 
they  were  to  be  overcome".  LGCM  officials  said, 
"Steps  were  discussed  to  achieve  these  objectives, 
by  working  co-operatively,  while  both  sides 


respected  the  differences  which  still  remain 
between  them.  Possibilities  for  sustaining  the 
debate  and  discussion  will  be  kept  under  review." 

LGCM  will  sponsor  a  "post-Lambeth 
Conference"  forum,  jointly  with  the  University  of 
Derby,  on  February  6,  1999. 

Other  gay  and  lesbian  Christian  groups  working 
for  affirmation  in  the  Anglican  Communion  are 
Integrity,  Changing  Attitude  and  Anglicans  for  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Ordination. 


Sidney  Diocese  Passes  Lay  and  Diaconal  Administration  Motion 


(ACNS)  SYDNEY,  AUSTRALIA  —  The 
synod  of  the  Anglican  Diocese  of  Sydney  passed  a 
motion  this  week  requesting  their  Standing 
Committee  to  bring  to  the  next  Synod  "such 
legislation  as  would  enable  a  5  year 
experimentation  of  lay  and  diaconal  administration 
of  the  Lord's  Supper".  This  motion  was  proposed 
and  moved  as  a  way  forward  in  the  debate  in  the 
diocese  about  women's  ministry. 

The  full  text  of  the  motion  is  as  follows:  "In 
response  to  the  Conference  on  Women's  ministry, 
this  Synod  requests  that  the  Standing  Committee 
bring  to  the  1  st  session  of  the  45th  Synod  such 
legislation  as  would  enable  a  5  year  experimenta- 
tion of  lay  and  diaconal  administration  of  the 


Lord's  Supper  (in  the  presence  or  absence  of  the 
minister)  as  a  principle  means  by  which  we  may 
reduce  the  tensions  and  synodical  divisions  over 
the  ordination  of  women  to  the  priesthood. 

Such  legislation  should  provide  for  the 
Standing  Committee  to  monitor  and  report  to 
Synod  on  the  operation  of  lay  and  diaconal 
administration  of  the  Lord's  Supper  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  trial." 

In  moving  the  motion,  the  Rev.  Phillip  Jensen, 
rector  of  St.  Matthias,  Centennial  Park,  said  that 
the  proposal  is  "way  forward"  for  the  diocese  on 
the  issue  of  women's  ministry. 

He  said  that  his  motion  preserves  the 
theological  principles  that  Synod  has  regularly 


endorsed  in  its  voting.  It  also  seeks  to  "confirm, 
strengthen,  expand  the  ministry  to  and  by  women", 
to  "maintain  the  principle  of  the  unity  of  the 
diocese"  and  to  "maintain  the  unity  and  the 
fellowship  of  the  Anglican  Communion." 

Jensen  said  the  motion  proposed  "a  carefully 
introduced  experiment  in  lay  and  diaconal 
administration"  and  "like  all  expediencies  it  is  less 
than  satisfactory  for  all  the  parties."  However,  he 
added,  "We  believe  that  the  majority  of  the  Synod 
and  the  diocese  would  welcome  it." 

The  debate  lasted  two  hours  and  finally  the 
motion  received  strong  support  from  the  Synod. 


New  Province  for  Anglicans  in 

(ACNS)  LONDON  —  The  newest  official 
Province  of  the  world-wide  Anglican  Communion, 
the  Province  of  Hong  Kong  Sheng  Kung  Hui,  the 
Hong  Kong  Anglican  Church,  was  inaugurated  in  a 
colorful  liturgy  on  25  October  1998. 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  Most  Rev. 
George  L.  Carey,  was  present  in  Hong  Kong  for 
the  historic  celebration  as  this  growing  Church 
became  the  38th  Province  of  world  Anglicanism. 
Guests  were  present  from  England,  USA, 
Southeast  Asia,  Canada,  Australia  and  other  parts 
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Hong  Kong 

of  the  Communion.  The  Secretary  General  of  the 
Anglican  Communion,  Canon  John  L.  Peterson, 
read  the  mandate  giving  the  metropolitical 
authority  to  the  new  Province. 

The  celebration  marked  the  enthronement  and 
recognition  of  the  election  of  the  newest  Primate 
(Chief  pastor)  in  the  Anglican  Communion, 
Archbishop-elect  Peter  Kwong.  The  new  province 
includes  the  Dioceses  of  Hong  Kong  Island, 
Eastern  Kowloon  and  Western  Kowloon  and  the 
Missionary  area  of  Macau. 
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The  history  of  the  Church  dates  back  to  the 
mid- 19th  century  with  an  influx  of  missionaries 
provided  by  the  American  Church,  as  well  as  the 
Churches  in  Ireland,  Canada,  Australia,  New 
Zealand  and  England. 

The  province  has  over  30,000  communicants. 
On  mainland  China,  Anglicans  are  now  part  of  the 
post  denominational  Church  (the  Three  Self 
Movement)  and  are  members  of  the  China 
Christian  Council. 


Experiencing  the  Holiness  of  Creation  and  Creatures 


by  Hilary  Morgan  West 


Tertullian,  a  Roman  theologian  and  Christian 
apologist,  in  one  of  his  gentler  discourses,  wrote  of 
prayer  and  beasts:  "The  whole  creation  prays. 
Cattle  and  wild  beasts  pray  and  bend  their  knees, 
and  in  coming  forth  from  their  stalls  and  lairs,  look 
up  to  heaven,  their  mouths  not  idle,  making  the 
Spirit  move  in  their  own  fashion.  Moreover,  the 
birds  taking  flight,  lift  themselves  up  to  heaven  and 
instead  of  hands,  spread  out  the  cross  of  their 
wings,  while  saying  something  which  may  be 
supposed  to  be  a  prayer." 

This  wasn't  exactly  what  Kay  Grayson  had  in 
mind  when  one  of  life's  right  angle  turns  landed 
her  in  the  midst  of  Tyrrell  County's  wilderness 
near  the  Alligator  River.  She  left  a  rather  colorful 
life,  which  had  included  stints  as  a  Las  Vegas 
showgirl  and  professional  sailing  in  the  Caribbean, 
to  check  on  a  friend's  long  distance  ownership  of  a 
thousand  uninhabited  acres  in  Tyrrell  County. 

When  her  friend  died  unexpectedly  10  years 
ago,  Ms.  Grayson  returned  to  North  Carolina  and 
moved  a  pop-up  trailer  onto  the  wooded  land, 
planning  to  camp  out  long  enough  to  settle  the 
estate.  Before  she  met  with  probate,  however,  she 
met  her  now  neighbors  —  the  bears.  Coming  to 
investigate  the  trailer  early  one  morning,  they 
literally  knocked  on  the  door.  Scared,  not  quite  to 
death,  Kay  fell  in  love  with  the  beasts,  and  another 
of  life's  right  angle  turns  revealed  what  she 
believes  is  now  her  life's  work. 

This  work,  she  is  convinced,  is  to  create  and 
maintain  in  the  970  acres  she  calls  Bear  Song,  a 
safe  haven  from  poachers  and  other  human 
harassment  for  some  of  Tyrrell  County's  black 
bears,  and  to  remind  the  rest  of  us  that  God  created 
two-legged,  four-legged,  winged  and  creepy 
crawly  beings  to  live  in  relationship,  blessing  and 
respect  with  each  other. 

The  bears  Kay  knows  by  face,  muzzle,  and  fur 
and  by  the  names  she's  given  them,  she  also  knows 
by  her  observations  of  the  complexities  of  bear 
culture.  For  example.  Mamma  Girl,  who  is  12  to 
16  years  old,  and  whose  role  is  what  Kay  calls  the 
'bullet  bear'.,  emerges  cautiously  and  ponderously 
from  the  swamp  into  the  open  to  sample  chunks  of 
dog  food  and  thrift  bakery  bread  set  out  along  the 
trail.  As  unseen  bears  watch  from  the  woods, 
Mamma  Girl  searches  the  air  for  trouble  or 
hunters.  Only  when  Mamma  Girl  returns,  unshot, 
do  the  others,  one  at  a  time,  venture  out. 

Grayson  lives  in  the  woods,  in  a  larger  trailer 
now,  but  still  without  power,  running  water  or  a 
phone.  Many  who  know  her  or  know  of  her  worry 
about  her  safety.  She  says  she  has  more  fear  of 
poachers  than  bears.  Many  disagree  with  what  she 
does,  concerned  that  the  bear —  human 
relationship  is  being  blurred  and  that  the  bears  are 
becoming  too  trusting  of  humans  and  dependent 
upon  them.  She  is  convinced  that  her  attempt  to 
protect  and  care  for  the  bears  is  true  advocacy  — 
and  a  calling.  As  with  most  of  life,  the  truth  is 


difficult  to  sort  out 
and  impossible  to 
pin  down. 

What  does  seem 
clear,  however,  is 
that  Grayson  knows 
something  of  the 
unsentimental 
holiness 
of  creation  and 
creatures.  And  after 
an  afternoon 
in  the  woods,  so  do 
her  visitors.  One 
afternoon  went  like 
this:  nuthatches  and 
chickadees  vied  for 
seeds;  squirrels 
sailed  from  tree  to 
tree;  a  great  blue 
heron  rose  suddenly 
from  the  swamp, 
while  frogs  splashed 

and  ribbeted.  As  we  waited  and  watched  in  the 
noisy  silence,  it  seemed  we  were  being  watched. 
We  waited  quite  a  while.  And  then,  the  slosh  of 
something  very  big,  as  yet  unseen,  punctuated  the 
moment.  The  show  began.  Mamma  Girl,  her 
daughter  Munchka,  Munchka's  daughter  Susan, 
bear  after  baggy  bear  appeared,  and  finally  Raven, 


The  Reverend  Hilary  Morgan  West  blesses  Raven,  a  bear  living  in  Bear  Song,  a  safe 
haven  for  bears. 


a  skittish  young  mother  trusted  her  cub  Miss  Webb 
to  the  visitor's  presence.  The  visitor  wept. 

It  does  seem  that  all  of  us  are  here  to  bless  and 
to  be  blessed. 

—  The  Rev.  Hilary  Morgan  West  serves  as  a  priest  for  the 
Washington-Tyrell  Episcopal  Ministry. 
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Some  have  all  the  answers,  Anglicans  value  the  questions. 
Some  make  you  "qualify"  to  enter.  Anglicans  are  open  to  all. 
Some  serve  themselves.  Anglicans  strive  to  serve  others. 
Some  encourage  uniformity.  Anglicans  respect  diversity. 
Some  seek  salvation  from  the  world.  Anglicans  seek  salvation  of  the  world. 
Some  find  identity  in  what  they  oppose.  Anglicans  find  identity  in  what  they  value  most. 

Some  make  moral  choices  by  rules.  Some  by  situations.  Anglicans  make  moral  choices  by  principles  which  encompass  both. 

8.  Some  see  the  Church  as  the  institution  of  God.  Anglicans  see  the  Church  as  the  people  of  God. 

9.  Some  say  sacramental  worship  is  just  ancient  ritual.  Anglicans  experience  sacramental  worship  as  the  sharing  of  God's  life  in 
community. 

1 0.  Some  reject  Christian  tradition  and  reason  as  sources  of  authority.  Anglicans  believe  that  they  are  essential  to  the  life  of  faith. 

1 1 .  Some  say  the  goal  of  life  is  being  good.  Some  say  it's  feeling  good.  Anglicans  say  the  goal  is  doing  good. 

1 2.  Some  say  the  Bible  is  the  whole  truth.  Anglicans  say  God  is  the  truth  to  which  the  Bible  points. 

13.  For  some,  science  and  religion  are  enemies.  For  Anglicans,  science  asks  the  "How?"  question.  Religion  asks  the  "Why?" 

1 4.  Some  use  Biblical  texts  to  "prove"  their  present  point  of  view.  Anglicans  look  to  the  text's  context  n  the  whole  Bible  and  its  writer's 
original  purpose  before  judging  its  meaning  for  today. 

1 5.  Some  think  that  the  Bible  calls  on  us  to  dominate  and  rule  creation  and  each  other.  Anglicans  believe  our  stewardship  of  creation 
means  to  live  in  harmony  with  God's  plan  for  both  humankind  and  nature,  for  Christ  died  and  rose  to  make  the  whole  creation  new, 
not  just  its  people. 

16.  Some  say  prayer  is  talking  to  God.  Anglicans  say  prayer  is  responding  to  God  in  word  and  deed. 

17.  Some  are  converted  once.  Anglicans  experience  conversion  as  a  continuing  process. 
18 
19 


Some  say  prophecy  is  knowing  the  future.  Anglicans  say  it's  asking  the  right  questions  of  the  present. 
Some  think  righteousness  is  being  right.  Anglicans  think  righteousness  is  being  real. 


20.  Some  say  sin  is  broken  rules.  Anglicans  say  sin  is  broken  relationships. 


Parish  Pin-ups  is  a  regular  feature  of  Cross  Current.  Scan  your  church  bulletin  boards, 
bulletins  and  newsletters  and  submit  your  pin-ups  to  the  editor. 
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St.  Francis  Dedicates  Columbarium 


by  Winkie  Lee 

Nestled  in  the  garden,  inside  a  small  fenced-in 
area  in  the  churchyard  at  St.  Francis'  Church  in 
Goldsboro,  is  an  attractive,  semi-circular  shaped  brick 
wall.  It  is  a  structure  built  to  fill  a  need  at  one  of  life's 
saddest  times.  Called  a  columbarium,  it  is  a  place 
where  cremated  remains  can  be  entombed. 

The  7-foot-high,  16-inch-thick  structure  was 
dedicated  by  Bishop  Clifton  Daniel  and  Father  Frank 
Russ,  St.  Francis'  rector  on  October  4.  In  addition  to 
the  dedication,  the  church  also  had  its  first  committal 
in  the  columbarium. 

The  columbarium  has  56  niches.  One  urn  or 
container  can  be  placed  in  each  niche  or,  if  desired,  a 
husband  and  wife's  remains  can  be  placed  in  the  same 
niche.  If  they  prefer,  family  members  can  choose  for 
the  remains  of  a  loved  one  to  be  buried  in  the  ground 
inside  the  fence. 

Cost  for  the  entombment  is  $250  and  will  help 
pay  toward  the  $16,730  construction  cost. 

The  columbarium  harks  back  to  a  time  when 
churches  were  the  keepers  of  cemeteries,  only  this  has 
a  modern  twist.  Increasingly,  people  are  choosing 
cremation.  According  to  a  St.  Francis  Columbarium 
Committee  report,  in  1972  about  five  percent  of  the 
funerals  in  the  United  States  were  cremations  as 
contrasted  to  20  percent  in  1992. 

In  addition  to  being  less  expensive,  cremation 
takes  less  space. 

The  earth  is  among  the  gifts  God  has  given 
mankind  and  in  turn,  people  are  expected  to  serve  as 
its  stewards,  Russ  says.  By  using  cremation,  "we  are 
taking  care  of  the  land.  We  use  a  lot  of  land  (for 
burials)  and  eventually  a  cemetery  runs  out  of  space." 

Russ  says  he  believes  there  is  less  theological 
objection  over  cremation  than  in  the  past  because 
people  are  more  informed  and  sophisticated.  They 
"realize  that,  in  decay,  the  body  reduces  to  ash." 

There  can  be  "personal  discomfort  that  in  burning 
one  is  destroying  the  body,"  he  says,  "but,  it  is  just  the 
acceleration  of  natural  progression." 


The  wall  provides  a  place  for  people  to  go  and 
remember,  Russ  says.  In  religion  and  in  culture, 
walls  have  long  served  as  places  for  remembrance. 

"Some  prefer  the  wall  with  its  association  of 
Jesus  Christ's  burial  in  a  sepulchre  and  the  'Wailing 
Wall'  of  Jerusalem,"  a  Columbarium  Committee 
report  says.  "The  Jews,  believing  in  the  restoration 
of  things  past,  visit  the  wall  in  remembrance  of  their 
heritage.  They  honor  a  sacred  place  to  be  set  aside  as 
a  visible  symbol  of  their  beliefs  in  a  bodily 
resurrection.  The  Christians  in  Rome,  too,  buried 
their  dead  in  the  walls  of  the  catacombs.  The 
Vietnam  Memorial  gives  us  a  modern-day  sculpture 
that  echoes  these  traditions." 

St.  Francis'  wall  is  a  one-of-a-kind  design 
explains  Russ.  A  columbarium  committee  chaired 
by  Dave  and  Liz  Meador  was  formed  in  April  1997. 
The  committee  visited  several  churches  to  view  their 
columbariums  and  then  developed  a  rough  design 
sketch  of  the  wall.  The  sketch  was  then  redrawn  for 
construction  purposes  by  the  contractor.  In  October 


1997,  trees  and  undergrowth  were  removed  and  the 
building  of  the  wall  began  in  May  1998. 

Although  the  wall  has  already  been  formally 
dedicated,  work  on  and  around  the  wall  continues. 
Landscaping  will  continue  under  the  direction  of  Jean 
and  Sandy  Siler  and  Charlotte  Campbell. 

Early  next  year,  the  wall  will  be  decorated  with  a 
brick  sculpture  done  by  local  artist,  Pat  Turlington. 
The  sculpture  will  depict  St.  Francis  releasing  a  dove 
and  will  include  the  last  line  of  prayer  attributed 
to  St.  Francis:  "It  is  in  dying  the  we  are  born  to 
eternal  life." 

Memorial  plaques  will  also  be  added  on  its  two 
tallest  columns.  They  will  list  the  names  of  people 
who  were  cremated  and  whose  remains  were 
scattered  or  placed  elsewhere. 

—  This  article  is  a  modified  version  of  an  article  which  first 
appeared  in  the  Goldsboro  News-Argus.  It  has  been  edited 
and  reprinted  with  permission  by  the  author. 


"To  Dust  You  Shall  Return" 

St.  Francis  examines  end-of-life  issues 


by  Alicia  Alford 

Talking  about  death  is  not  an  easy  conversation 
for  most  of  us.  Even  thinking  about  it  is  something 
we  would  just  rather  put  off.  That  is  why  the  work  of 
St.  Francis'  columbarium  committee  is  remarkable. 
But  even  for  this  Goldsboro  church  of  250 
congregants,  it  took  an  experience  with  death  to  help 
the  congregation  address  the  issue. 

After  two  failed  initiatives  to  build  a  colum- 
barium, St.  Francis'  vestry  moved  forward  with  the 
project  after  the  1996  death  of  college  senior  Josh 
Meador.  Josh,  a  student  at  the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  Chapel  Hill,  died  suddenly  from  viral 
myocarditis,  a  virus  that  causes  inflammation  of  the 
heart's  muscular  walls. 

Following  his  funeral  and  cremation,  there  was 
no  place  to  put  his  ashes.  St.  Francis'  vestry  decided 
it  was  time  to  build  the  wall.  Liz  and  Dave  Meador, 
Josh's  parents,  volunteered  to  chair  the  columbarium 
committee. 

In  the  year  and  a  half  since  the  committee  was 
formed,  the  group  of  twelve  parishioners  has 
provided  the  catalyst  for  members  of  the  church  to 


explore,  prepare  for  and  respond  to  death  and  end-of- 
life  issues.  According  to  St.  Francis'  rector,  the  Rev. 
Frank  Russ,  "The  committee  has  used  the  energy 
from  their  own  grief  in  a  very  positive  way." 

"From  the  outset,"  explains  Russ,  "the  committee 
wanted  to  be  more  than  about  building  a  wall.  They 
wanted  to  provide  resources  to  prepare  people  for 
death;  to  help  others  as  a  support  through  death." 

The  committee  broke  into  sub-groups  with 
specifically  assigned  tasks.  One  group  visited 
columbariums  at  other  churches  and  developed  a 
rendering  of  the  wall.  A  second  looked  into  the  legal 
questions  surrounding  health  care  power  of  attorney. 
A  third  researched  living  wills  and  medical 
directives.  A  fourth  developed  a  form  for  planning 
the  funeral  service.  Another  developed  policies  and 
procedures  for  using  the  columbarium  and 
purchasing  a  niche. 

The  committee's  work  resulted  in  a  funeral 
customary  that  includes  legal  and  liturgical 
documents.  The  committee  hopes  that  the  informa- 
tion provided  will  assist  parishioners  with  end-of-life 


decisions  and  help  families  before  death  happens. 

As  a  means  of  sharing  their  work  with  the 
congregation,  the  committee  organized  a  Lenten 
program  entitled,  "Remember  that  you  are  dust." 
They  used  the  Before  Death  Happens  video  from  the 
Diocese  of  Colorado  to  introduce  the  topics  contained 
in  the  funeral  customary.  Following  each  section  of 
the  video,  members  of  the  columbarium  committee 
and  special  guests  facilitated  discussions  on  preparing 
for  death. 

A  physician,  a  hospice  nurse  and  a  committee 
member  led  the  discussion  on  living  wills  and  health 
care  power  of  attorney.  Fr.  Frank  Russ  and  Deacon 
Gloria  Price  led  the  session  on  liturgy.  A  marriage 
and  family  therapist,  a  hospice  grief  counselor  and  a 
hospice  nurse  fielded  questions  on  grief.  Committee 
member  Dave  Meador  led  the  session  on  funeral  and 
burial  options. 

"The  Lenten  series  helped  people  to  discuss  in 
proactive  terms  an  uncomfortable  topic,"  says  Russ. 
"I  have  seen  people  begin  to  talk  more  openly  about 
their  own  death  and  planning  for  it." 


Church  of  the  Servant  Launches  Program  to  Foster  Racial  Reconciliation 


by  R.C.  West 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  In  April  1998  Church  of  the 
Servant,  Wilmington  launched  a  pilot  program  for 
racial  reconciliation  led  by  R.C.  West.  Below  is 
Deacon  West's  account  of  what  led  him  to  a 
ministry  in  reconciliation. 

I  was  born  in  Norfolk,  Virginia  in  1933.  My 
family  subsequently  relocated  to  New  Bern,  North 
Carolina,  where  I  was  confirmed  at  St.  Cyprian's 
Episcopal  Church  on  April  15,  1944,  by  the  Rt. 
Rev.  Thomas  C.  Darst,  third  Bishop  of  the 
Episcopal  Diocese  of  East  Carolina. 

During  these  years,  segregation  and 
discrimination  were  the  normal  way  of  life.  In 
order  to  escape  briefly  from  these  oppressions, 
many  black  people  vacationed  or  worked  "up 
North"  in  the  summer. 

I  have  been  faced  with  some  form  of  racism  — 
prejudice,  bigotry,  stereotyping,  discrimination, 
and  scapegoating  —  all  my  life,  simply  because  I 
am  black.  As  with  countless  other  blacks,  I 
endured  much  suffering,  mostly  mental.  Today, 
mental,  physical,  and  economic  sufferings  are  still 
in  existence. 

Naturally,  since  I  have  faced  racism  all  my  life, 
I  first  became  active  in  racial  reconciliation  in 
1951  by  playing  a  role  in  the  integration  of  the 
United  States  Navy.  After  my  retirement  from  the 
military  in  1970, 1  continued  to  be  involved 
through  my  work  in  union  activities.  In  1972, 1 
relocated  to  Wilmington,  North  Carolina  to  assist 
in  integrating  building  trades  in  the  Wilmington 
and  Southport  area. 

In  1975, 1  accepted  a  position  in  industry  that 
provided  an  opportunity  to  further  my  anti-racist 
goals.  Wonderful  things  began  to  happen.  The 
head  of  the  electrical  engineering  department  was  a 
retired  Navy  commander.  The  head  of  the 
electronics  and  instrumentation  division  was  a 
retired  Air  Force  chief  warrant  officer  who  was 
born  in  Wilmington,  attended  the  University  of 
North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill,  but  left  to  serve  his 
country  during  World  War  II.  My  two  mentors 
were  God-sent. 

Being  retired  military  personnel,  all  three  of  us 
—  the  two  white  men  and  myself  —  were  at  one 
time  charged  to  make  President  Truman's  mandate 
of  implementing  racial  integration  of  all  armed 
forces  a  reality.  We  carried  this  practice  in  civilian 
life.  As  we  became  closer  in  our  relationship,  we 
discussed  the  sin  of  racism.  We  shared  examples 
of  our  experiences,  the  good  and  bad,  the  pleasant 
and  unpleasant,  and  the  Godly  and  ungodly. 

Eventually,  the  Navy  commander  was 
transferred  to  a  site  in  Mexico,  leaving  my  Air 
Force  buddy  and  me  behind.  It  was  at  this  time 
that  my  life  as  a  black  man  in  Wilmington,  North 
Carolina  began  to  change. 

My  Air  Force  buddy  who  owned  commercial 


and  residential  real  estate  at 
Wrightsville  Beach,  and  I  became 
very  good  friends.  He  often 
mentioned  to  his  family  and  close 
friends  that  I  was  like  a  brother  to 
him.  We  spent  lots  of  time 
together,  not  only  at  the  work 
place,  but  at  our  homes  and  at 
social  activities.  During  my 
visits  to  his  home,  we  often  sat 
overlooking  the  waterway  sharing 
our  thoughts,  feelings,  hopes  and 
dreams.  It  seems  we  solved  all 
the  problems  of  the  world  many 
times  over. 

It  was  during  one  of  these 
sharing  events  that  he  told  me  of 
an  incident  he  witnessed  on  this  very  property  in 
the  early  1930's  when  he  was  a  boy.  At  the  time 
of  the  incident,  this  property  was  his  family's 
summer  home.  He  related  a  soul-wrenching 
incident  of  how  several  men  dressed  in  white 
robes,  tied  a  black  man  to  a  tree  and  whipped  him. 
I  will  never  forget  the  pain  and  tears  in  his  eyes  as 
he  told  the  story.  Even  more  hurtful  was  how  he 
explained  the  pain  in  the  voice  of  his  grandmother 
as  she  tried  to  comfort  him  and  explain  to  him  the 
wrong  of  this  ungodly  act. 

He  told  me  that  his  grandfather  had  an  active 
role  in  the  Wilmington  race  riot  of  1898.  His 
grandfather  was  also  one  of  the  Secret  Nine,  the 
inner  circle  of  powerful  white  men  who  plotted  to 
"redeem"  the  fair  City  of  Wilmington  from  "Negro 
domination". 

My  friend  was  a  sensitive  man  who  disliked 
any  form  of  discrimination,  be  it  segregation, 
racism,  or  sexism.  I  later  understood  the  pain  in 
his  remark,  "my  ole  man  would  die  all  over  again 
if  he  knew  that  black  people  are  welcomed  to  his 
home  as  equals,  not  as  servants." 

It  was  also  during  one  of  our  dreaming 
sessions  that  we  came  up  with  the  idea  of  starting 
a  racially  mixed  group  composed  of  ex- 
servicemen  and  their  families  when  we  retired 
from  industry.  We  had  envisioned  forming  these 
groups  for  the  sole  purpose  of  setting  examples  for 
the  civilian  population,  and  start  the  process  of 
helping  to  rid  this  nation  of  racism.  We 
envisioned  a  white  and  a  black  family  adopting 
each  other  with  hopes  that  later  other  families 
would  be  included  within  that  group. 

Unfortunately,  our  plans  never  progressed 
beyond  the  dreaming  stage  because  my  friend 
became  ill  and  retired  early.  I  continued  with  my 
work  in  racial  reconciliation  in  addition  to 
pursuing  ordination  to  the  diaconate.  Suddenly,  I 
realized  that  progress  in  racial  healing  had  almost 
stopped.  Racially  motivated  crimes  were 
common;  social  and  economic  conditions 
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worsened.  Then,  it  happened  to  me,  face  to  face  at 
the  opening  service  of  a  diocesan  convention  —  a 
racial  slur.  I  joined  the  other  clergy,  some  of  whom 
had  witnessed  or  overheard  the  incident,  and  no 
one  spoke.  I  realized  how  much  racial  healing  had 
regressed. 

As  a  result  of  this  realization,  I  tenaciously 
gathered  information  from  books,  papers,  and 
seminars  that  related  to  racial  healing.  After 
reflecting  on  my  experiences  and  on  the 
information  I  had  gathered,  I  decided  to  write  a 
guide  (utilizing  the  plan  my  buddy  and  I 
visualized)  that  would  possibly  help  eliminate 
racism  in  the  Episcopal  Church.  In  my  research,  I 
found  a  manual,  Resource  For  A  Natural  Dialogue 
On  Anti-Racism  In  the  Episcopal  Church.  As  I 
read  this  first  sentence  in  the  introduction,  I  felt 
greatly  relieved:  "The  sin  of  racism  is  experienced 
daily  in  our  society,  in  our  church  and  its 
institutions,  and  in  the  House  of  Bishops  (Pastoral 
Letter,  House  of  Bishops,  March  1994)".  The 
manual  contained  a  sense  of  tremendous  energy 
and  anticipation.  I  thanked  God  that  the  Episcopal 
Church  recognized  racism  as  a  sin.  I  renewed  my 
commitment  to  support  racial  healing,  and  to  help 
rid  the  Church,  the  nation,  and  perhaps  the  world 
of  the  sin  of  racism. 

In  the  meantime,  my  Air  Force  buddy,  a 
Southern  Baptist,  died.  True  to  his  word,  he 
instructed  his  family  that  should  he  predecease  me, 
I  was  to  conduct  his  memorial  service.  On 
Wednesday,  December  31,  1997,  at  Andrews 
Mortuary  Chapel,  Wilmington,  North  Carolina, 
after  counsel  with  my  rector,  the  Rev.  Joe  Cooper, 
and  despite  my  emotional  fragility,  I  conducted  his 
memorial  service.  His  passing  accelerated  my 
plans  for  a  racial  reconciliation  program. 

I  realized  that  I  needed  a  white  friend  to  work 
with  me.  This  had  to  be  someone  I  trusted,  and 
someone  who  had  a  mutual  trust  in  me.  I  needed 
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Local  Move  Brings  Meaning  to  Scope  of  Resettlement  Work 

by  Judy  Castranova 


Recently  my  husband  and  I  sold  our  home 
and  built  a  new  one  in  the  same  neighborhood, 
just  two  miles  down  the  road.  It  should  have 
been  a  fairly  easy  move,  but  we  were  forced  to 
[vacate  ahead  of  schedule.  Our  furniture  went  to 
the  new  house,  and  we  stayed  with  neighbors  for 
three  weeks. 

Since  the  kitchen  and  baths  in  the  new  house 
were  not  complete,  no  furniture  or  boxes  could 
be  placed  in  them  yet.  To  make  matters  worse, 
the  driveway  was  not  yet  installed. 
Subcontractors  came  in  and  out,  tracking  mud 
and  dirt  with  them.  Dust  and  debris  from  the 
continuing  work  accumulated  throughout  the 
house  and  onto  furniture,  rugs  and  boxes  which 
were  stacked  in  piles. 

As  for  our  temporary  housing  arrangement, 
our  neighbors  couldn't  have  been  more 
hospitable.  They  gave  us  the  key  to  their  home 
and  put  a  television  in  our  bedroom.  Coffee 
brewed  each  morning,  and  hot  meals  were  ready 
for  us  at  night.  Their  graciousness  definitely 
helped  to  ease  our  discomfort.  But  it  wasn't  our 
home.  We  had  been  uprooted.  Our  normal 


everyday  routines  were  disrupted,  leaving  us 
feeling  disoriented  and  out  of  control. 

Thankfully,  we  are  in  our  new  home  now, 
but  this  recent  happening  has  given  me  an 
understanding,  on  a  much  smaller  scale,  of  what 
refugees  experience.  Their  move,  unlike  ours, 
is  not  by  choice,  and  their  transition  is  greater. 
I  think  of  the  help  we  needed  and  received  from 
friends,  neighbors  and  relatives  in  order  that  we 
could  effect  a  simple,  short-distance  move. 
What  would  these  poor  people  do  if  there  were 
no  one  to  give  them  assistance  as  they  learn  a 
new  language  and  a  new  culture  as  well  as  find 
jobs  and  make  new  friends? 

As  the  season  for  thankfulness  approaches,  I 
feel  especially  grateful  for  the  wonderful 
churches  in  East  Carolina  which  have  provided 
hundreds  of  resettlement  volunteers  to  help 
refugees.  The  Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry 
Board,  Susan  Husson  and  I  deeply  appreciate  the 
hours  of  volunteer  service  and  many  generous 
donations  which  have  been  made  in  order  to 
minister  to  the  world's  downtrodden.  Our 
ministry  is  totally  dependent  upon  the 


continuation  of  church  involvement  in  refugee 
sponsorship. 

In  my  mind's  eye,  I  see  the  refugees,  on  one 
side  of  a  bridge.  They  are  distressed,  homeless 
and  desperate.  Then  I  see  the  church 
resettlement  team,  holding  their  hands  and 
walking  them  across  the  bridge  to  healing  and  a 
new  life.  What  a  vital  ministry!  Thank  you  to  all 
who  have  participated. 
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someone  who  could  withstand  the  pressures  that 
would  surely  be  exerted  from  people  of  both  races. 

As  providence  would  have  it,  my  friend's  death 
coincided  with  the  1898  Centennial  Foundation's 
commemoration  of  the  1898  race  riots  in 
Wilmington.  For  a  year,  the  Foundation  held 
seminars,  hosted  speakers,  and  organized  special 
events  to  promote  racial  harmony. 

Glenn  Barefoot ,  a  member  of  Church  of  the 
Servant,  was  always  present  at  the  Foundation 
meetings,  the  Wilmington  Leadership  Foundation 
meetings,  and  seminars  pertaining  to  community 
racial  healing.  Glenn  shared  my  dream  and  desire 
to  help  eliminate  the  sin  of  racism.  She  became 
that  needed  friend. 

Recognizing  that  true  racial  reconciliation  does 
not  happen  easily  or  without  a  conscious  effort. 
Glenn  and  I  met  over  many  months  to  create  a 
pilot  program  to  encourage  the  process  of  racial 
reconciliation.  I  reluctantly  withdrew  from  active 
participation  in  the  1 898  Centennial  and  the 
Wilmington  Leadership  Foundations  to  devote  my 
fforts  exclusively  to  developing  the  racial 
reconciliation  pilot  program. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  study  what  had  not 
worked  in  the  church  and  what  may  be  working  in 
other  communities  to  promote  lasting,  cross- 
Icultural  relationships  prefaced  by  understanding 
and  acceptance,  and  based  on  the  love  of  God. 


This  pilot  program  for  racial  reconciliation  is 
designed  to  be  an  open,  flexible  experience  of 
getting  to  know  others  of  a  different  race  or  culture 
by  setting-up  cultural  exchange  partners.  The  bi- 
racial  partners  meet  to  pray,  sing,  confront 
misunderstandings,  learn,  and  play  together. 
Participants  and  their  "side  kicks"  are  partnered  to 
meet  outside  the  structured  sessions  to  build  a 
personal  relationship  and  to  accomplish  jointly 
selected  goals.  The  process  is  being  perfected  as 
we  go  along,  hopefully  creating  a  model  worthy  of 
being  replicated  in  other  churches. 

The  group  members  and  I  are  encouraged  by 
the  personal  intent  and  support  our  Bishop,  the  Rt. 
Rev.  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd,  has  shown  in  the 
program.  He  has  sent  us  "God's  blessings  and 
Godspeed  in  your  good  work  and  ministry."  He 
also  sent  us  a  copy  of  a  paper  from  the  Episcopal 
Divinity  School  in  Cambridge,  Massachusetts 
entitled,  Modern  Racism:  New  Melody  For  the 
Same  Old  Tunes.  The  paper  is  written  by  Valerie 
Batts,  and  the  following  excerpt  reinforces  my 
belief  that  Glenn  and  I  are  on  the  right  course 
of  action: 

Expressions  of  Racism 

Behavioral  strategies  used  in  the  struggles 
to  change  old-fashioned  racism  typically 
included  cultural  exchange  activities  as 


well  as  confrontational  training  seminars  or 
workshops.  The  cultural  exchanges  often 
heightened  awareness  of  differences,  but 
without  continuous  contact,  did  not  create 
substantial  change  in  attitude  or  behavior. 
Confrontational  change  workshops  often 
left  participants  feeling  blamed  or  attacked. 
Other  participants  came  away  having  a 
sense  of  what  it  feels  like  to  be 
oppressed,  but  feeling  guilty  and  powerless. 

Most  of  the  work  of  racial  reconciliation  will  not 
take  place  in  meetings.  It  takes  place  when  it 
becomes  a  part  of  life. 

With  a  core  group  of  26,  the  number  of 
participants  at  meetings  fluctuates  between  24  and 
1 0,  depending  on  the  day  of  the  week.  The  beauty 
of  it  all  is  that  the  participants  are  energetic, 
dedicated,  and  serious.  They  recognize  the  value 
and  growth  potential  of  the  program  and  will  be 
well  qualified  to  take  this  program  to  other 
churches  and  communities  when  it  is  finalized. 

Finally,  the  race  problem  in  America  is  not 
going  to  be  solved  by  the  church,  the  schools,  or 
by  any  institution  or  policy.  Regardless  of  our 
race,  culture,  or  religion,  we  have  to  solve  racism 
individually.  Simple?  Impossible?  By  God's  grace, 
all  things  are  possible. 
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Episcopalians  Join  Nationwide  Mourning  for  Murdered  Gay  Student  in  Wyomin 


by  Kathryn  McCormick 

(ENS)  Shock,  sadness  and  anger  at  the 
gruesome  murder  of  a  21 -year-old  gay  college 
student  reached  across  the  country  as  his  family 
and  friends  made  plans  for  his  funeral  Friday, 
October  16  in  the  Episcopal  church  in  Casper, 
Wyoming,  where  he  had  often  served  as  an 
acolyte. 

Matthew  Shepard  died  Monday,  October  12, 
five  days  after  he  had  been  pistol-whipped  and 
lashed  to  a  fence  post  in  near-freezing 
temperatures  outside  Laramie,  Wyoming.  Two 
men  have  been  charged  with  his  murder;  their 
girlfriends  have  been  charged  as  accessories  to 
murder. 

Police  have  said  that  robbery  was  the  main 
motive  for  the  attack,  but  they  have 
acknowledged  that  Shepard  apparently  was 
chosen  in  part  because  he  was  gay.  Shepard  had 
said  that  he  had  been  beaten  twice  in  recent 
months,  attacks  he  attributed  to  his  open 
homosexuality. 

Shepard's  fellow  students  at  the  University  of 
Wyoming  and  on  campuses  throughout  the 
country,  politicians  from  Wyoming  to  the  White 
House,  and  many  others,  including  leaders  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  reacted  swiftly  to  the  attack, 
gathering  in  vigils,  calling  for  strengthened  hate- 
crime  legislation,  and  reflecting  on  the  meaning 
of  the  young  man's  death. 

One  of  the  voices  was  that  of  the  Rev.  Bill 
Bacon,  rector  of  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church  in 
Fort  Collins,  Colorado,  near  the  hospital  where 
Shepard  was  taken  for  treatment  and  where  he 
died.  Bacon  was  called  to  Shepard's  bedside  by 
the  family. 

Noting  that  Shepard  had  been  active  in  the 
Episcopal  Church  and  had  attended  Canterbury 
Club  while  at  the  University  of  Wyoming,  Bacon 
recalled  in  an  essay  written  for  the  Colorado 
Episcopalian,  "Gathered  around  his  bandaged 
body,  we  began  the  Litany  at  the  Time  of  Death. 
As  lights  blinked  and  the  respirator  purred,  I 
though  of  the  obscenity  of  the  Lambeth 
Resolution  on  Sexuality"  that  condemned 
homosexual  activity.  "Especially,"  he  said,  "the 
bit  included  as  an  afterthought,  and  not 
unanimously,  'We  wish  to  assure  them 
(homosexuals)  that  they  are  loved  by  God  and 
that  all  baptized,  believing  and  faithful  persons, 
regardless  of  sexual  orientation  are  full  members 
of  the  Body  of  Christ.' 

"Matthew,  a  child  of  God  by  Baptism.  .  .a 
Son  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  The  obscenity  of 
even  thinking  that  a  vote  had  to  be  taken  to 
ensure  that  he  was  a  full  member  of  the  Church," 
Bacon  said. 


Can 


Mourners  filled  New  York's  Cathedral  of  St.  John  the  Divine  for  a  memorial  for  Matthew  Shepard, 
the  gay  college  student  who  was  murdered  in  Wyoming.  (Episcopal  News  Sendee  photo  by  James  Solheii^f^ 
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Shepard's  death  which  came  at  the  beginning 
of  national  Gay  Awareness  Week,  fueled  calls 
from  President  Bill  Clinton  for  stronger  national 
hate-crime  legislation  and  from  Bishop  Bruce 
Caldwell  of  Wyoming  for  a  hate-crime  law 
in  that  state. 

Of  the  41  states  that  have  such  laws,  21 
specifically  cover  offenses  motivated  by  the 
victim's  sexual  orientation.  Several  efforts  to 
pass  a  law  in  Wyoming  have  failed.  Less  than  a 
week  before  the  beating,  Caldwell  noted, 
Wyoming's  diocesan  convention  had  urged  the 
state  legislature  to  pass  an  anti-bias  bill. 

Acknowledging  Shepard's  death,  Dr.  Pam 
Chinnis,  president  of  the  Episcopal  Church's 
House  of  Deputies,  pointed  out  in  a  statement 
that  four  months  earlier,  an  African-American 
man,  James  Byrd,  Jr.,  was  beaten  and  then  killed 
in  Jasper  County,  Texas,  a  victim  of  racial  hatred. 
"These  horrifying  crimes,  committed  under  cover 
of  darkness  on  lonely  country  roads,  warn  of  the 
potential  for  evil  that  lurks  in  every  town  and 
city,  and  in  our  churches,  too,"  she  said.  "We 
must  take  the  message  of  these  hate  crimes 
seriously  —  our  faith  requires  it,  and  our  survival 
as  a  civilization  depends  on  it." 

Presiding  Bishop  Frank  Griswold,  in  a 
separate  statement,  said  he  mourned  the  young 
man's  death  adding,  "The  fact  that  Matthew  was 
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an  Episcopalian  makes  our  grief  no  more  sharp*' 
but  it  does  give  us  a  particular  responsibility  to 
stand  with  gays  and  lesbians,  to  decry  all  forms 
of  violence  against  them  —  from  verbal  to 
physical,  and  to  encourage  the  dialogue  that  can 
with  God's  help,  lead  to  new  appreciation  for 
their  presence  in  the  life  of  our  church  and  the 
broader  community." 

According  to  news  reports  Shepard  was  bon  mere 
in  Casper,  Wyoming.  He  attended  schools  in 
Switzerland,  on  the  East  Coast  of  the  U.S.  and  i 
Denver.  He  traveled  the  world  with  his  parents, 
who  were  employed  by  an  oil  company,  before 
returning  to  Casper.  He  later  attended  Casper 
Junior  College  before  transferring  this  fall  to  fh<  i 
University  of  Wyoming,  where  he  studied 
political  science. 

Matthew  Shepard's  funeral  was  held  in  St 
Mark's  Church  in  Casper.  The  Rev.  Anne  Kite!] 
assistant  at  St.  Peter's  Church,  Peekskill,  New  <t ood Ne 
York,  whose  husband  is  a  cousin  of  Shepard, 
was  invited  to  preach.  St.  Matthew's  Episcopal1 
Cathedral  in  Laramie  also  held  a  memorial 
service  Friday  for  those  unable  to  attend  the 
funeral. 
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Kathryn  McCormick  is  associate  director  of  the  Office  ofNe\\  m^r 


and  Information  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
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Conference  Centers  on  Special  Gifts  Children  Bring  to  the  Church 

y  Carol  E.  Barnwell 


The  National 
Episcopal  Children  s 
Ministries  Conference 
explores  ways 
to  include  the  special 
gifts  of  children 
in  the  life  of  the  church. 
Presiding  Bishop 
Frank  T.  Griswold 
joined  con  ference 
participants 
in  a  worship  service. 
(Episcopal  News  Service 
photo  by  Carol  Barnwell) 


(ENS)  "What  happens  when  we  assume  a  child 
as  an  identical  and  as  urgent  a  claim  on  Sunday 
'orship  as  anyone  in  the  congregation?"  the  Rev. 
jaroline  Fairless  asked  participants  during  the  1998 
lational  Episcopal  Children's  Ministries 
'onference.  Her  comments  challenged  Christian 
ducators  to  do  more  than  "accommodate"  children 
i  worship. 

"It  is  to  our  soul's  health  that  we  listen  to  children 
id  let  their  natural  awe  and  wonder  draw  us  out," 
residing  Bishop  Frank  Griswold  told  participants, 
e  said  the  ministry  of  children  "changes  adults, 
lowing  them  to  recover  a  sense  of  mystery"  in 
orship,  noting  that  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer 
ives  the  Church  "authentic  ways  to  stretch 
adition"  and  to  create  alternative  ways  to  integrate 
lildren  fully  into  worship. 

The  conference,  two  years  in  the  planning,  was 
>onsored  by  the  Office  of  Children's  Ministries  of 
e  Episcopal  Church  and  was  designed  to  chart  a 
)urse  for  children  in  the  church.  According  to  the 
;sign  team  chair,  Anne  Tuohy  of  the  Diocese  of 
hicago,  the  five-day  conference  at  Camp  Allen, 
2xas,  was  based  on  the  Children's  Charter  adopted 
the  last  General  Convention. 

"The  conference  proclaims  the  Children's  Charter 
id  gives  participants  the  tools  to  incorporate  it  into 
e  fullness  of  the  church,"  Tuohy  said.  She  gave 
edit  to  the  vision  of  Howard  Williams,  former 
rector  of  Children's  Ministry,  for  the  idea  of  the 
harter.  "Seven  years  ago,  12  dioceses  began  using 
;w  models  of  ministry  with  children  and  that 
amber  grew  to  20.  From  those  models  came  the 
lharter,"  she  explained.  It  is  a  commitment  to  fully 

I  aw  children  "into  our  lives,"  she  said,  pointing  out 
le  "key  piece  is  listening  to  children's  voices  and 
[lowing  them  to  lead  us." 

I'or/rs/ro/js  offer  variety 

More  than  425  participants  came  to  the  rolling, 
Iney  woods  of  East  Texas  from  across  the  United 

II  ates,  from  Ireland  and  Australia.  Each  day  of  the 
Inference  focused  on  one  of  the  three  parts  of  the 
Ihildren's  Charter:  nurturing  of  the  child;  ministry  to 

lildren-church  and  the  world  and  advocating  on 
eir  behalf;  and  ministry  of  the  child-engaging  and 
ipporting  children  to  encourage  lifelong  ministry. 

More  than  75  workshops  engaged  conference- 
's in  every  aspect  of  children's  ministries  and 
eluded:  preaching  to  children,  advocating  on  behalf 
"children,  nurturing  volunteers,  recognizing  the 
fts  of  "special"  children,  a  pastoral  response  to  gay 
id  lesbian  children,  children's  health  issues  and 
eir  spiritual  development. 

Helen  Barron,  president  and  CEO  of  Living  the 
ood  News  for  1 6  years,  now  produces  Christian 
iucation  materials  for  the  family  with  her  new 
impany,  Candle  Press  in  Denver.  She  suggested 
•ategies  for  godparenting  in  her  workshop  and  felt 
e  conference  was  "outstanding."  "The  design  and 
urgy  team  built  a  community  and  then  invited  us 
to  it,"  Barron  said,  clearly  elated  to  be  with  so 
any  people  who  "have  a  heart  for  children's 
inistry."  The  challenge,  she  believes,  will  be  to  put 
e  ideas  to  work  in  congregations  which  are  not 
ten  to  change. 
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Paula  Baldwin,  Director  of  Religious  Education 
at  Palmer  Memorial  Church,  Houston,  Texas,  was 
especially  touched  by  plenary  speaker  Dr.  Eileen 
Lindner  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches.  "She 
listed  the  five  times  in  a  child's  life  when  they  want 
the  church  to  be  there  and  the  five  times  clergy  think 
the  church  should  be  present.  They  didn't  jive  at 
all!"  Baldwin  noted. 

Children  listed  divorce,  the  death  of  a  pet,  being 
held  back  in  school  or  a  friend  moving  while  the 
Church's  list  included  times  like  Baptism  and 
marriage. 

"This  kind  of  conference  helps  adults  learn 
to  open  their  hearts  to  hear  each  other  and  our 
children,"  Baldwin  said.  "We  need  to  respond  rather 
than  react  to  how  we  plan  children's  and  family 


services,"  she  added. 

During  the  closing  Eucharist,  Griswold  told  eight- 
year-old  Andy's  story:  Andy  clenched  a  piece  of  bread 
in  his  fist  following  a  Eucharist  only  revealing  his 
treasure  on  the  car  ride  home.  He  was  "taking  it  to 
Mom"  who  had  not  attended  the  service.  At  home, 
Mom  was  still  busy  preparing  for  the  arrival  of  dinner 
guests.  Andy  walked  up  behind  her,  handed  the  bread 
to  her  and  said,  "Mom,  the  body  of  Christ." 

"Now,  who  understands  the  Eucharist?"  Griswold 
asked.  He  called  the  Children's  Charter  "a  living 
response  of  God's  love  for  us,"  and  admonished  each 
person  to  carry  it  forth. 

—  Carol  Barnwell  is  the  editor  of  the  Texas  Episcopalian, 
the  newspaper  for  the  Diocese  of  Texas. 


AIDS  Prayer  Week  Set  for  First  Week  of  December 

In  conjunction  with  World  AIDS  Day  on  December  1,  the  Aids  Commission  of  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina  will  be  offering  prayers  for  those  living  with  AIDS  and  in  memory  of  the  those  who  died  of 
AIDS,  during  the  week  of  November  30  to  December  4.  Prayers  will  be  said  in  the  Bishop's  Chapel  in 
the  diocesan  house  in  Kinston.  If  you  have  names  you  would  like  placed  on  the  list,  please  contact  the 
diocesan  house  or  the  Rev.  Carolyn  Craig,  chair  of  the  commission,  (email:  ccraig@pcmh.com, 
phone:252/355-9161,  address:  227  Wedgewood  Dr.,  Greenville,  NC  27858) 

We  Are  Loved  and  Affirmed  —  A  Corporate  Prayer 

As  a  worshipping  community,  we  have  been  challenged  by  such  a  moment  as  this! 
A  moment  when  we  are  living  with  AIDS  and  that  we  are  loved  and  affirmed. 
A  moment  in  which  we  can  offer  compassion  to  those  with  AIDS  and  HIV. 
A  moment  where  we  can  sit  and  comfort  those  who  suffer  illness  or  grieve  loss. 
A  moment  where  we  stand  in  solidarity  with  care  partners,  health  care  workers, 

and  researchers  as  they  continue  their  diligent  labor. 
A  moment  and  an  opportunity  to  be  with  all  those  who  are  ill  with  any  disease. 

Those  worried,  fearful  or  weary.  Those  carrying  others  in  prayer. 
In  this  moment: 

We  all  stand  in  need  of  God's  healing. 

From  Worship  Resource  for  HIV  and  AIDS  Ministries  by  Patricia  D.  Brown  and  Adele  K.  Wilcox,  p.  8,  copyright  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries,  General  Board  of  Global  Ministrie,  The  United  Methodist  Church. 
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The  Story  of  SPCK—  300  Years 


Three  hundred  years  ago,  an  Anglican  priest  in 
the  Church  of  England,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Bray, 
formed  a  society  to  "promote  learning  in  the 
plantation  abroad  and  to  propagate  Christian 
knowledge  at  home."  Thomas  Bray  was  sent  to  this 
new  nation  by  the  Bishop  of  London.  He 
crisscrossed  the  colonies  on  horseback  noting  the 
need  for  books  and  resources  that  would  ensure  a 
healthy  future  for  Christianity. 

When  he  returned  to  England,  he  saw 
wonderful  things  his  newly  founded  agency,  The 
Society  for  Promoting  Christian  Knowledge 
(SPCK),  could  do.  Within  weeks  of  his  return  to 
England  the  Society  was  preparing  libraries  for 
shipment  to  Maryland,  South  Carolina,  and  New 
York.  As  time  passed,  SPCK  provided  libraries  for 
our  first  universities  and  began  our  public  school 
system. 

Since  1698,  SPCK  has  distributed  over  30 
million  books  and  provided  the  means  for 
translating  the  Prayer  Book  in  more  than  200 
languages.  SPCK  sent  the  first  printing  presses  to 
India,  opened  the  first  British  schools  for  poor 
children,  gave  equal  education  to  girls,  sent  the 
first  printed  books  to  Australia,  established 
libraries  for  clergy  and  missionaries  in  many 
countries,  and  published  the  first  Braille  books. 

The  Society  is  the  oldest  Anglican  missionary 
society  in  existence.  Although  SPCK  has  changed 
with  the  times,  its  fundamental  mission  remains 
the  same:  to  sound" the  Gospel  to  all  peoples  in  all 
nations  by  providing  them  ways  to  produce, 


publish,  and  distribute  Christian  knowledge  in  print 
and  other  media.  Today  SPCK  Worldwide  consists 
of  branches  in  Great  Britain,  Australia,  New 
Zealand,  Ireland,  and  the  United  States. 

SPCK/USA  was  established  in  1983  at  the 
School  of  Theology  of  the  University  of  the  South 
in  Sewanee,  Tennessee.  Through  the  Society  you 
are  provided  an  exciting  opportunity  to  participate 
with  all  the  provinces  of  the  Anglican  Communion 
in  a  joint  effort  for  Christian  mission  in  over  125 
countries.  As  missionary  society  and  servant  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  SPCK/USA  works  for  the 
proclamation  and  understanding  of  the  Gospel  in 
and  by  all  nations. 

SPCK/USA  invites  you  to  join  with  us  working 
toward  the  fulfillment  of  Christ's  command,  "Go 
ye  therefore  and  make  disciples  of  all  nations.  .  ." 
Opportunities  to  assist  the  growing  church  in  other 
lands  beg  for  attention. 

•  Seminary  libraries  and  schools  around  the 
world  daily  request  theological  books  for  their 
libraries. 

•  The  Church  in  Haiti  needs  Creole  Bibles. 

•  Paper  and  other  printing  materials  are  need  by 
St.  Tikhon's  Theological  Institute  in  Moscow  to 
prepare  course  materials  for  over  800 
correspondence  students. 

•  The  Russian  Orthodox  Churches  in  Russia  have 
a  critical  shortage  of  priests.  Funds  are  needed 
to  supplement  the  training  of  their  seminarians. 

•  The  library,  at  the  newly  opened  Lillian  Valley 


Indian  School  in  Idaho  needs  funding  to  buy 

books  for  their  library. 
•    The  Bishop  of  Cuba  has  asked  for  help  to 

purchase  much  needed  Christian  education 

resources  for  the  children. 

SPCK/USA  has  no  endowment,  and  depends 
on  the  gifts  of  our  donors  and  grants  from  parishes 
and  foundations.  We  invite  you  and  your  parish  to 
join  us  as  we  reach  out  to  peoples  around  the  world 
sharing  God's  love. 


of  Vestry  Papers  Available  to  New  Subscribers 


SPCK  Needs  Books 


Do  you  have  old  theological  books  or  a  set 
of  Interpreter's  Bibles  that  you  are  no 
longer  using? 

If  so,  SPCK  can  use  them.  Please  contact 
Bets  Borries  Crean,  diocesan  SPCK 
representative,  by  phone  252/756-0808  or 
by  fax  252/355-8087. 


Complimentary  Issue 


MEMPHIS,  TN —  Cornerstone,  a  ministry  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
Foundation  and  publisher  of  Vestry  Papers,  is  offering  a  complimentary  issue 
of  its  highly  informative  publication  to  all  new  subscribers  between  now  and 
December  31,  1998. 

Vestry  Papers  was  developed  by  Cornerstone  in  1 996  in  response  to  a  need 
expressed  by  many  vestries  for  practical  tips  and  useful  resources  to  help  them 
do  a  better  job  as  the  elected  lay  leaders  in  their  congregations.  Published  five 
times  annually,  each  issue  covers  a  specific  topic,  offers  suggestions  for 
follow-up  resources,  and  provides  questions  for  group  discussion.  Each 
represents  a  diverse  spectrum  of  the  Episcopal  Church  nationwide  —  small 
and  large  congregations,  rural  and  urban  settings,  clergy  and  laity. 

According  to  Bill  Craddock,  director  of  Cornerstone,  the  stories  and 
illustrations  in  Vestry  Papers  often  describe  a  set  of  circumstances  surrounding 
an  event  or  issue.  They  seek  to  answer  the  questions  of  how  it  evolved  and 
what  was  the  end  result,  what  process  was  used,  and  what  reflections  can  be 
gleaned  from  it.  "We  want  to  provide  spiritually  grounded,  easy-to-read 
vignettes  that  offer  practical  suggestions  on  the  myriad  issues  that  vestries  deal 
with  day  in  and  day  out,"  stated  Craddock.  "An  'ah-ha'  moment  if  you  will  — 
'we  can  do  that  too,'  or  'why  didn't  we  think  of  that?'" 

Upcoming  issues  of  Vestry  Papers  will  deal  with  such  topics  as 
partnerships  within  communities,  models  for  vestry  structure,  responsibilities 
of  vestries  and  wardens,  support  of  volunteers,  and  managing  conflict,  to  name 
a  few.  "We  are  constantly  evaluating  each  issue  and  adapting  to  meet  the  needs 
of  our  readers,"  said  Stephanie  Turnbull,  editor.  "We  ask  for  suggestions  on 
ways  to  improve  what  we  do  and  topics  of  interest,  and  we  pay  close  attention 
to  the  information  vestries  give  us." 


Cornerstone  was  initiated  in  1987  by  the  Episcopal  Church  Foundation  to 
research  the  core  issues  of  ministry.  Its  mission  is  to  strengthen  the  personal 
and  professional  lives  of  those  called  to  lead  Episcopal  congregations. 

A  subscription  to  Vestry  Papers  is  $25  annually  and  includes  twelve  copies 
of  each  of  the  five  issues.  For  additional  information  about  other  Cornerstone 
programs  and  publications,  call  910/527-1450. 
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Published  by  Cornerstone,  a  ministry  of  The  Episcopal  Church  Foundation,  Vestry  Papers 
provides  practical  tips  and  useful  resources  to  help  vestries  do  a  better  job  as  the  elected  lay 
leaders  in  their  congregations.  To  subscribe,  please  complete  the  following  information: 


Subscribe  between  now  and 
December  31st 
and  receive  one  issue 
FREE! 


Contact  Person . 
Parish  


Diocese 


Address 


City/State/Zip . 
Phone  


Payment  Enclosed  $ . 


Number  of  Subscriptions  . 


A  one-year  subscription  includes  five  issues,  with  twelve  copies  per  issue,  and  costs 
twenty-five  dollars  ($25)  per  subscription.  Please  remit  payment  with  this  order.  You  will 
receive  one  free  issue  with  this  order. 

Please  make  check  payable  to  Cornerstone  and  mail  to:  266  S.  Front  Street,  Suite 
204,  Memphis,  Tennessee  38103.  For  additional  information,  call  (901)  527-1450. 
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Mary's  Market  Set  for  November  23, 1998 


Area  visitors  to  Kinston's  St.  Mary's  Episcopal 
Church  may  get  a  jump-start  on  the  holidays  while 
helping  those  less  fortunate.  The  Episcopal  Church 
Women  are  sponsoring  the  2nd  Annual  Mary's 
Market  opening  at  1 1 :30  a.m.  on  November  23. 

The  market's  purpose,  according  to  ECW 
President  Juliet  Barrus  is  to  bring  the  church 
women  together  for  a  common  cause  and  to 
provide  funds  for  community  outreach  programs. 

"We  provide  Christmas  gifts  for  foster  children 
whose  names  are  given  to  us  by  Social  Services, 
and  families  within  our  church  sign  up  for  each 
child  and  shop  for  them,"  Barrus  said. 

"These  gifts,  in  most  cases,  are  all  those 
children  will  receive  on  Christmas  morning.  Funds 
from  the  market  will  help  buy  more  expensive  gifts 
such  as  bicycles.  Also,  every  summer  we  send 
several  children  to  Camp  Trinity  for  one  week  who 


otherwise  could  never  have  had  a  camp 
experience,"  she  said.  "We  also  help  supply  food, 
clothing  and  basic  needs  of  others  through  Mary's 
Soup  Kitchen,  Inner  Church  Outreach,  the 
Homeless  Shelter  and  other  local  charities." 

Featured  in  the  day-long  market  will  be  lunch 
for  $5,  consisting  of  vegetable  soup,  chicken  salad 
sandwiches,  chocolate  or  lemon  pie;  a  sale  of  food 
and  specialty  items  including  frozen  casseroles, 
cheese  biscuits,  fresh  seafood,  baked  goods  and 
turkey  cookies. 

A  silent  auction  will  feature  paintings  by  Juliet 
Barrus,  Judy  Sanders,  Bet  Seville  and  Coleman 
Dance;  hand  painted  furniture  by  Linda  Clark;  and 
a  catered  meal  prepared  by  Mary  Hosea. 

Tickets  for  an  18K  gold  bracelet  will  be 
available  throughout  the  day. 


Local  Author  Uses  Modern  Hero  to  Share  Message 


WILMINGTON  —  Althea  Carlson,  a  member  of 
St.  Andrew's  on  the  Sound  in  Wilmington  has 
published  her  first  national  book,  Riding  a  White 
Horse  —  Ted  Turner 's  Goodwill  Games  and  Other 
Crusades.  Carlson,  who  feels  that  writing  is  her 
ministry,  uses  a  famous  person  and  Episcopalian  to 
carry  her  deeply  held  episcopal  beliefs  to  a  broader 
audience. 

The  biographical  narrative  is  written 
completely  in  Ted  Turner's  own  words  with  a  few 
added  eyewitness  accounts.  Carlson  spent  two 
years  researching  and  gathering  the  quotes  from 
hundreds  of  different  sources.  She  provides  the 
introduction  and  the  conclusion. 

The  book  opens,  "I  want  to  be  Charlemagne.  I 
want  to  ride  in  on  a  white  horse  and  cure  all  the 
evils  in  the  world."  According  to  Carlson,  Turner 
has  always  lived  his  life  with  a  strong  sense  of 
mission,  never  seeking  money  or  power.  He  once 
said,  "Everything  I  do  is  a  war.  It's  a  war  between 
the  forces  of  good  and  evil,  hatred  and  stupidity, 
greed  and  materialism  versus  the  forces  of  light." 

The  book  tells  of  Turner's  childhood  reading 
great  books,  his  billboard  and  television 
businesses,  the  Atlanta  Braves,  the  America's  Cup, 
the  creation  of  CNN  and  how  he  matured  as  he 
traveled  crusading  for  peace  and  the  environment. 

Carlson  believes  this  is  an  excellent  book  for 
young  people.  "They  will  be  inspired  by  a  larger 


than  life  swashbuckling  hero  surrounded  by 
humor,  color,  drama  and  wisdom." 

Riding  a  White  Horse  retails  for  $19.95.  It  is 
available  in  bookstores  or  through  the  publisher, 
Episcopal  Press,  910/256-3537.  The  ISBN  number 
is  0-9663743-0-40. 


Althea 
Carlson 


Barbara  Crafton 
Writes  a  New  Book 
of  Meditations 
for  Advent 
and  Christmas 

Based  on  the  words  and  poetry  of  the 
beautiful  seasonal  hymns  of  the  1982  Hymnal, 
Let  Every  Heart  Prepare  —  Barbara  Crafton 's 
new  book  of  daily  meditations  on  faith,  prayer, 
forgiveness,  and  healing  for  Advent  and 
Christmas  —  makes  an  excellent  companion 
for  the  season. 

"I  hope  that  you  find  yourself  humming 
familiar  tunes  to  yourself  as  you  read,  and  that 
this  condition  persists  for  the  rest  of  the  day," 
says  Crafton. 

Barbara  Cawthorne  Crafton,  an  Episcopal 
priest,  serves  as  rector  of  St.  Clement's  Church 
in  Manhattan's  theatre  district.  She  is  the  author 
of  The  Sewing  Room:  Uncommon  Reflections 
on  Life,  Love  and  Work  and  Blessed  Paradoxes: 
The  Beatitudes  as  Painted  Prayer,  both  from 
Morehouse  Publishing,  and  Meditations  on  the 
Book  of  Psalms. 

Let  Every  Heart  Prepare  is  available  for 
$7.95  from  bookstores  or  direct  from 
Morehouse  Publishing  (plus  $3.50  shipping), 
P.O.  Box  1321,  Harrisburg,  PA  17105.  To 
order,  call  toll  free  800-877-0012. 


Papadakos  and  Rosales  to  Perform  at  St.  Thomas'  Church  on  November  15 


WINDSOR —  Dorothy  Papadakos,  composer  and 
principal  organist  at  the  Cathedral  of  St.  John  the 
Divine  in  New  York  City,  and  Rachel  Rosales, 
soprano  artist  of  the  operatic  stage,  orchestral 
concerts,  solo  recitals,  TV,  radio  and  studio 
recording,  will  return  for  their  fourth  annual  concert 
at  St.  Thomas'  Episcopal  Church  on  Sunday 
evening,  November  15. 

Services  will  begin  with  a  choral  evensong  at  7 
p.m.,  with  the  Rev.  Barbara  Chaffee,  rector  of  St. 
Thomas'  Church,  officiating.  The  concert, 
sponsored  by  the  Bertie  County  Arts  Council  with 
partial  funding  from  the  North  Carolina  Arts 
Council,  will  follow  at  7:30  p.m.  A  reception 
honoring  the  artists  will  be  held  in  the  Parish  House 
after  the  concert. 

Ms.  Papadakos,  a  native  of  Reno/Tahoe,  Nevada, 
is  the  first  woman  to  be  appointed  principal  organist 
at  the  Cathedral  of  St.  John  the  Divine  in  New  York 
City.  She  began  her  studies  in  jazz  piano  at  age  nine, 
graduated  from  Barnard  College  in  1982  and  the 
Juilliard  School  in  1986  with  a  masters  degree  in 
organ  performance. 

As  a  composer  and  songwriter,  Papadakos 
receives  numerous  commissions,  especially  for  film, 
television,  theater  and  ballet.  Her  accomplishments 
are  numerous.  She  wrote  the  score  for  the  Discovery 
channel  documentary,  The  Science  of  Whales; 
Christmas  Traveller,  a  jazz  concerto  for  orchestra, 
choir  and  soloists;  Night  Without  Objects,  another 
score  for  a  documentary  film;  My  Beloved  is  Mine,  a 
song  for  Judy  Collins;  and  Mona  7,  a  score  for  a  new 
off-Broadway  play. 

As  a  performer,  Papadakos  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Paul  Winter  Consort  since  1984.  She  was  a 
featured  artist  in  the  1998  Spoleto  Festival  and  has 


been  a  guest  performer  with  the  American  Symphony 
Orchestra,  The  Little  Orchestra  Society,  the  Brooklyn 
Philharmonic  Orchestra  and  the  Lancaster  Festival 
Orchestra. 

Artists  she  has  worked  with  include  Bill  Irwin, 
Jessye  Norman,  Judy  Collins,  Midori,  the  Boys  Choir 
of  Harlem,  the  Klezmatics  and  filmmaker  Bo 
Boudart. 

She  has  received  critical  acclaim  for  her  organ 
improvisations  and  compact  disc  recordings.  She 
appears  regularly  on  radio,  particularly  National 
Public  Radio's  Weekend  Edition. 

Ms.  Rosales'  repertoire  ranges  from  early 
baroque  to  contemporary  music.  She  has  appeared 
with  the  National  Symphony,  conducted  by  Mstislav 
Rostropovich,  at  music  festivals  all  over  the  world 
and  with  such  companies  as  the  New  York  City 
Opera,  including  a  PBS  Live  from  Lincoln  Center 
telecast,  Canadian  Opera,  and  tours  of  France  and  the 
Philippines. 

Within  the  past  few  years,  Rosales  has  firmly 
established  herself  as  an  artist  in  the  bel  canto 
tradition.  Her  performances  in  Bellini's  La 
Sonnambula  at  the  Arizona  Opera,  prompted  a  critic's 
praise  for  her  "uncommon  accuracy  and  total  self- 
confidence." 

She  made  her  debut  in  1982  at  the  Arizona  Opera 
in  Prokofiev's  The  Love  for  Three  Oranges.  At  the 
San  Francisco  Opera  she  performed  the  queen  of  the 
night  in  Tvlozart's  Die  Zauberflote  Opera,  which  she 
has  subsequently  performed  with  the  Canadian 
Opera,  Calgary  Opera,  New  York  City  Opera,  Wolf 
Trap,  New  Orleans  Opera,  and  on  tours  in  France  and 
the  Philippines. 

Highlights  of  the  1997-98  season  including  two 
appearances  with  the  highly  regarded  Bronx  Art 


Ensemble,  included  a  stage  performance  of  Robert 
Sieffa's  rarely  performed  opera,  El  Mensajero  de 
Plata,  which  was  subsequently  recorded  for  New 
World  Records. 

Also  sought  after  for  a  wide  range  of  repertoire  in 
opera,  oratorio  and  concert  performances,  Rosales' 
engagements  have  included  Carnegie  Hall 
performances  of  Beethoven's  Missa  Solemnis  and 
Symphony  No.  9,  Mendelssohn's  Lobesgang, 
Dvorak's  Stabat  Mater,  Mahler's  Symphony  No.  8 
with  the  National  Symphony  conducted  by  Mstislav 
Rostropovich. 

Opera  performances  include  Donna  Anna  in  Don 
Giovanni,  the  title  role  of  Amina  in  Bellini's  La 
Sonnambula  with  Arizona  Opera  and  Bizet's  Les 
Pecheurs  des  Perles,  with  the  New  York  City  Opera 
as  Leila. 

Internationally,  Rosales  has  toured  with  Musica 
2 1 1 0  in  performances  of  The  Magic  Flute  in  France, 
as  well  as  with  the  Opera  Company  in  the 
Philippines.  She  has  made  international  concert 
debuts  in  Frankfurt,  Vancouver,  Manila,  Copenhagen 
and  throughout  Germany. 


Diocesan  Choir  Prepares 
for  Convention 


The  joint  diocesan  choir  will  once  again 
perform  during  the  opening  service  of  the  diocesan 
convention  being  held  in  Fayetteville,  February  11- 
14.  Anyone  interested  in  singing  with  the  choir 
should  plan  to  attend  choir  practice  on  Saturday, 
February  6  in  Fayetteville.  The  time  and  place  have 
yet  to  be  announced. 


OFFERING 


in  Our  Diocese  and  Beyond 


Concert  at  St.  Thomas',  Windsor,  with  Dorothy  Papadakos, 

organist  from  the  Cathedral  of  St.  John  the  Divine,  New  York 
City,  and  Rachel  Rosales,  soprano  with  the  New  York  City 
Opera,  7:30  p.m.  Evensong  will  precede  the  concert  at  7:00 
p.m.  Call  252/794-3277. 

Vespers  at  Church  of  the  Servant,  Wilmington,  with 
Dorothy  Papadakos,  organist  from  the  Cathedral  of  St.  John 
the  Divine  in  New  York  City,  offering  improvisation  on 
Gregorian  chants,  7:30  p.m.  Call  910/395-0616  for  more 
information. 

Evensong  at  Church  of  the  Servant,  Wilmington,  with  the 
Schola  Cantorum  singing  Advent  carols,  directed  by  Sam 
Burke,  5:30  p.m.  call  910/395-0616  for  more  information. 

Annual  Advent  Procession  with  Lessons  and  Carols,  Christ 
Church,  Charlotte,  sung  by  the  church  choir,  directed  by 
Benjamin  Hutto,  11:15  a.m.  and  6:00  p.m.  Call  704/333-8420 
for  more  information. 


Advent  Lessons  and  Carols,  sung  by  the  St.  Cecilia's 
and  St.  Paul's  choirs,  directed  by  Beth  Ulfers  and 
Janette  Fishelle,  at  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church, 
Greenville,  5:00  p.m.  Call  252/752-3482  for  more 
information. 

A  Festival  of  Nine  Lessons  and  Carols  at  St.  Thomas' 
Episcopal  Church  in  Ahoskie,  4:00  p.m.  The  St. 
Thomas'  choir  and  Chorus  Angelicus  are  directed  by 
Betsy  Overton,  with  Catherine  Charles,  organist.  Call 
252/332-3263  for  more  information. 

The  "O"  Antiphons  for  the  Fourth  Sunday  of 
Advent  will  be  sung  at  St.  Paul's,  Greenville  by  the 
church  choir,  directed  by  Janette  Fishelle,  11:15  a.m. 
Call  252/752-3482  for  more  information. 

The  Third  Annual  East  Carolina  Religious  Arts 
Festival.  Call  the  ECU  School  of  Music,  252/328-6258 
for  more  information. 

Diocesan  Choir  Rehearsal  for  all  parties  interested  in 
singing  during  the  opening  service  of  the  diocesan 
convention.  Place  and  time  to  be  announced. 


The  Joint  Commission  on  Liturgy  and  Music  sponsors  this  ongoing  calendar  of  musical  offerings  available  to  all  in  our  diocese  and  beyond.  If  you  would  like  to  have  events  in  your  parish  listed, 
please  send  them  to  Mrs.  Betsy  Overton,  Rt.  1,  Box  254,  Aulander,  NC  27805.  The  calendar  will  be  updated  with  each  edition  of  Cross  Current. 
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Advent  Retreat 

Living  the  Present  Moment: 
A  Contemplative  Exploration  of  Surrender 

led  by  Pam  Noble 
December  4-6 
Trinity  Center 

Retreat  Cost:  $115  including  room  and  meals 


ADVENT  RETREAT  REGISTRATION  FORM 

December  4-6,  1998 

The  retreat  costs  $1 15.00  including  room  and  meals.  To  register, 
return  this  form  with  a  $20.00  deposit  to  Nancy  Craig  -  Advent 
Retreat,  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  P.O.  Box  1336,  Kinston,  NC 
28540.  Please  make  checks  payable  to  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina. 

Name  


Address 


Phone . 


1999 

Retwats 


QuigfjDays 


Quiet  Days 

Winter 
Spring 
Summer 
Fall 

Retreats 

Clergy  Lenten 
Diocesan  Lenten 
Diocesan  Advent 


February  4 
May  6 
July  22 
October  14 


February-  March  2 
March  19-21 
December  3-5 


Diocesan 


^  Calendar 


Executive  Council,  Diocesan  House,  10:00  a.m. 
Workshop  led  by  the  Rev.  Colonzo  Hubbard, 

Diocesan  House,  3-  6  p.m. 
New  Beginnings  #22,  Trinity  Center 

St.  Andrew's  on  the  Sound,  Wilmington,  Parish  Family  Retreat 
Episcopal  Consultative  Committee  Banquet, 

King's  Restaurant,  Kinston 
Standing  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  1 1 :00  a.m. 
Commission  on  Ministry,  Diocesan  House,  10:00  a.m. 
Clergy  Salary  Study  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  10:00  a.m. 
Cursillo 

Trinity  Center  Finance  Committee  Meeting,  Trinity  Center 
Trinity  Center  Board  Meeting,  Trinity  Center,  10:00  a.m. 
Diocesan  House  closed  for  Thanksgiving 
Elderhostel,  Trinity  Center 


13 

13 
13-15 
13-15 

14 
17 
17 
IS 

18-22 
19 
24 
26-27 
29/12-4 


Companion  Diocese  Committee,  Christ  Church, 

New  Bern,  10:30  a.m. 
St.  Mary's,  Kinston,  EYC  Retreat 
Advent  Retreat,  Trinity  Center 
Elderhostel  Senior  Reunion,  Trinity  Center 
Ordination  of  Drake  Whitelaw,  St.  James,  Wilmington,  7:00  p.m. 
Youth  Commission  Meeting,  Diocesan  House,  10:00  a.m. 
Standing  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  11:00  a.m. 
Diocesan  Staff  at  soup  kitchen,  9:00  -1 1:00  a.m. 
Diocesan  House  closes  at  noon 
Diocesan  House  closed 

Winter  Adventure  Day  Camp  for  people  with  special  needs, 

Trinity  Center 
Winterlight  XXIII,  Kanuga 

The  Bishop's  Visitation  Schedule 

Nov.  8        St.  Paul's,  Edenton 
Nov.  22      St.  Anne's,  Jacksonville 
Dec.  6       Good  Shepard,  Wilmington 

Lower  Cape  Fear  Deanery  Confirmation 
Dec.  13      St.  John's,  Edenton 


1 

4-5 
4-6 
6-11 
11 
12 
15 
18 
24 
25-28 

27-31 
27-31 
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Dear  Editor: 

I  am  enclosing  the  Beaufort-Hyde  News  for  September  30  and  also  the  issue 
immediately  after  Hurricane  Bonnie. 

I  took  issue  with  the  article  in  the  September  issue  of  Cross  Current  in  which 
you  minimize  the  storm  and  the  damage  done.  What  concerns  me  is  that 
people  along  the  shores  of  North  Carolina  will  not  heed  mandatory 
evacuations  in  the  future.  The  next  storm  may  be  a  killer  and  it  surely  is  not 
prudent  to  wait  until  it  arrives  before  deciding  to  evacuate. 

Sincerely, 
Carole  S.  MacKay 

publisher/editor,  Beaufort-Hyde  News 


Carole's  Comments 

reprinted  from  the  Beaufort-Hyde  News,  September  30,  1998 

I  just  read  an  article  in  a  church  newspaper  saying  that  the  dread  of 
hurricane  Bonnie  was  worse  than  the  storm's  impact.  They  went  on  to  say 
that  many  thought  the  media  and  rescue  workers  hyped  the  storm  more  than 
necessary.  One  Episcopal  priest  felt  the  people  had  been  "needlessly  moved 
from  their  homes  during  the  storm." 

While  we  are  thankful  some  areas  of  the  coast  anticipated  more  rather  than 
less  from  Bonnie  ,  we  know  that  in  Belhaven  evacuation  and  planning  was 
necessary.  Just  last  week  the  North  Carolina  Department  of  Crime  Control 
and  Public  Safety  and  Billy  Ray  Cameron,  Assistant  Secretary  of  Public 
Safety  Coordination,  were  in  Belhaven  to  discuss  the  recovery  efforts  related 
to  Bonnie,  the  hurricane-turned-tropical-storm.  These  gentlemen  credited 
preparedness  not  only  with  saving  lives  but  saving  millions  of  dollars.  As  it  is 
Bonnie's  damages  within  the  state  total  nearly  $500  million. 

"No  one  will  tell  me  these  damages  are  lower  than  we  thought  they  were 
going  to  be  because  of  mitigation  that  everybody  in  this  county  is  responsible 
for  before  the  storm  hit,"  Moore  said.  Many  more  people  worked  hard  to 


Belhaven  s  Main  Street  after  Hurricane  Bonnie. 


board  up  their  houses  and  businesses,  elevated  furniture  and  office  equipment 
and  according  to  Moore,  lives  were  saved  as  well  as  "hundreds  of  millions  of 
dollars"  because  we  did  what  we  were  supposed  to  do. 

The  trouble  with  statements  and  articles  such  as  the  ones  I  just  read  are 
that  they  tend  to  make  people  complacent.  Next  time,  some  good  parishioner 
will  remember  his  priest's  comments  and  will  not  evacuate,  when  ordered 
to  do  so. 

1  have  complained  that  the  National  Hurricane  Center  is  not  giving  us 
explicit  tracks  of  storms  as  they  once  did.  Perhaps  they,  too,  have  been 
criticized. 

Those  who  do  not  evacuate  put  more  lives  than  their  own  in  danger. 
Rescues  have  had  to  be  made  endangering  the  lives  of  many  for  the  stubborn 
few  who  refuse  to  listen. 

I  would  like  to  send  a  copy  of  the  issue  which  showed  the  results  of  Bonnie 
to  the  publication  making  light  of  the  storm !  The  pictures  might  wake  those 
folks  up  too. 


Delegation  Carries  Aid  to  Puerto  Rico 


by  Dot  Hodder 


Betty  Clarke  and  Canon  Phil  Craig 
will  represent  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina  at  the  Diocese  of  Puerto 
Rico's  Convention  in  San  Juan  on 
November  13  and  14.  In  addition  to 
attending  the  conference  they  will  meet 
with  the  Puerto  Rican  Companion 
Diocese  Committee  to  evaluate  the 
relationship  that  has  developed  during 
the  last  two  years  and  to  set  future 
goals. 

The  Convention  was  originally 
scheduled  for  October  23  and  24,  but 
was  postponed  because  of  the  damage 
left  behind  by  Hurricane  Georges. 
Bishop  Daniel  sent  $1000  in  aid  to  the 
Diocese  of  Puerto  Rico  immediately 
after  the  hurricane,  and  Clarke  and 
Craig  hope  to  deliver  additional  aid 


collected  by  the  Companion  Diocese 
Committee  in  the  last  few  weeks. 

Betty  Clarke's  Puerto  Rican 
contacts  report  that  the  diocesan  offices 
and  conference  center  are  still 
operating  on  generator  power,  and  that 
communities  in  the  mountains  will  be 
without  power  for  another  three 
months.  Many  trees  are  down,  and 
many  homes  damaged  or  destroyed. 
Clarke's  home  church,  Christ  Church, 
New  Bern,  has  raised  over  $500, 
including  $  1 89  from  a  youth  group 
bake  sale. 

All  contributions  for  Puerto  Rico 
should  be  sent  to  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina,  Companion  Diocese  Relief 
Fund,  P.O.  Box  1336,  Kinston,  NC 
28503. 


Delegacion  lleva  ayuda  a  Puerto  Rico 


por  Dot  Hodder 


Betty  Clarke  y  el  Reverendo 
Canonigo  Phil  Craig  representaran  al 
diocesis  de  Carolina  del  Este  en  la 
Convencion  Diocesana  de  Puerto 
Rico,  en  San  Juan  el  13  y  14  de 
noviembre.  Ademas  tendran  una 
reunion  con  la  Comision 
Puertorriquena  del  Diocesis 
Companero,  para  avaluar  el  trabajo  de 
los  dos  anos  pasados  y  para  establecer 
objetivos  para  el  futuro. 

La  Convencion  iba  a  tomar  lugar 
el  23  y  24  de  octubre,  pero  fue 
posponido  a  causa  del  dano  hecho  por 
el  huracan  Georges.  El  obispo  Daniel 
mando  $1000  inmediatamente,  y 
Clarke  y  Craig  esperan  llevar  ayuda 
adicional  cuando  hacen  su  visita. 

Betty  Clarke  dice  que  sus  amigos 
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puertorriquenos  avisan  que  las  oficinas 
diocesanas  todavia  estan  usando 
generador  para  su  poder  electrico,  y 
que  los  pueblos  en  las  montanas 
estaran  sin  electricidad  otros  tres 
meses.  Muchos  arboles  cayeron 
durante  el  huracan,  y  muchas  casas 
fueron  dahados  o  destruidos.  Clarke 
dice  que  su  iglesia,  Christ  Church  en 
New  Bern,  ha  coleccionado  mas  o 
menos  $500  para  Puerto  Rico, 
incluyendo  $189  que  ganaron  los 
jovenes  vendiendo  pasteles. 

Si  quiere  hacer  donacion  para 
Puerto  Rico,  debe  mandarlo  a: 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  Companion 
Diocese  Relief  Fund,  P.O.  Box  1336, 
Kinston,  NC  28503. 
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Albemarle  Manna  Prepares  to  Double  Food  Distribution 


ELIZABETH  CITY  —  In  the  early  years  of 
operation,  Albemarle  Manna  food  bank  annually 
moved  about  1 1 ,600  pounds  of  food  to  needy 
agencies.  In  1997,  close  to  a  million  pounds  flowed 
through  the  cramped  warehouse  space.  In  the  coming 
two  years,  the  food  bank  hopes  to  move  2-3  million 
pounds  a  year. 

To  prepare  for  the  necessary  increase  and  growing 
demand,  Albemarle  Manna  broke  ground  for  a  new 
warehouse  and  offices  on  Thursday,  October  22.  It 
also  formally  announced  a  capital  fund  raising 
campaign  for  the  much  needed  new  warehouse. 

Albemarle  Manna  has  not  had  a  permanent  home 
since  its  inception  in  1982.  It  has  moved  from  a 
rented  room  in  another  non-profit  agency,  to  a 
donated  church  to  the  current  5,000  square  foot 
facility  with  a  leaky  roof,  a  rented  cooler  and  poor 
layout. 

The  agency  addresses  critical  food  needs  by 
gathering,  storing  and  distributing  food  and  other 
grocery  items  such  as  diapers,  paper  products,  soap, 
toothpaste,  etc.,  so  storage  space  is  critical. 

The  items  distributed  are  received  from  local 
stores,  restaurants,  farmers,  hunters,  fisheries,  prisons 


and  other  food  banks  from  around  the 
country.  Manna  also  distributes 
government  commodities  obtained 
from  the  NC  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  Supplemental 
Nutritional  Assistance  Program  funds 
are  used  to  purchase  items  that  are 
not  usually  donated,  such  as  butter 
and  eggs. 

Albemarle  Manna  serves  about 
90  agencies  —  food  pantries,  soup 
kitchens,  shelters,  residential  homes 
for  children  and  the  elderly,  non- 
profit day  care  centers,  and 
nutritional  sites  —  in  1 5  counties. 
(Beaufort,  Bertie,  Camden,  Chowan, 
Currituck,  Dare,  Gates,  Hertford,  Hyde,  Martin, 
Northampton,  Pasquotank,  Perquimans,  Tyrrell,  and 
Washington.) 

The  food  bank  is  located  in  the  rural  northeast 
corner  of  the  state,  where  there  are  few  food 
producers,  processors,  and  wholesalers.  Although  it 
receives  many  community  donations  of  food,  it  exists 
primarily  through  its  association  with  Second 


Harvest.  The  food  bank  received  560,472  pounds  of 
food  from  Second  Harvest  in  1997  and  had  to  turn 
down  hundreds  of  thousands  of  additional  pounds  due 
to  lack  of  storage  space. 

"We've  been  planning  on  this  for  about  four  years 
now,"  said  Executive  Director  Cindy  Wagner.  "The 
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Diocese  Reaching  Out  to  Area's  Growing  Hispanic  Population 


by  Jennifer  Hughes 


WASHINGTON,  N.C.  —  When  a  woman's  son  was 
killed  in  a  car  accident,  and  she  was  too  far  from 
home  to  even  attend  his  funeral,  the  Rev.  Gary 
Fulton,  rector  of  St.  Thomas  Church  in  Bath,  went  to 
her.  But  there  wasn't  a  lot  he  could  do.  She  spoke 
another  language. 

He  did  his  best  with  a  hastily  recruited  translator. 

"I  had  a  man  in  my  parish  who  had  lived  in 
Mexico  for  over  10  years.  He  and  I  tried  to  console 
this  woman,  and,  in  my  opinion,  it  was  pretty 
disastrous.  It  was  almost  impossible  with  an 
interpreter.  That's  when  I  decided  we  needed  to  get  a 
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Mexican  priest,"  Fulton  said. 

That  was  in  1993.  Since  then,  the  Episcopal 
church  has  brought  over  1 ,000  people  into  its 
Hispanic  Ministry. 

Father  Nick  Ibarra  is  the  Mexican  priest  Fulton 
hoped  for  when  he  realized  the  need  to  offer  more  to 
a  growing  Mexican  population.  Ibarra  is  in  his  third 
year  serving  Beaufort,  Hyde  and  Pamlico  Counties. 

It  wasn't  easy  for  Fulton  to  round  up  funding  for 
the  position,  then  finding  a  priest  was  another 
challenge. 

"It  was  at  that  point  I  created  a  board  ...  and  we 


wrote  some  grants,  raised  $50,000  to  hire  a  priest 
from  Mexico....  It's  been  pretty  difficult  to  get 
names,  even,  to  invite  people  to  talk  about  it," 
Fulton  said. 

He  appealed  to  the  Episcopal  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina,  all  the  Episcopal  churches  east  of  U.S. 
Interstate  95,  for  more  solid  funding. 

"I  asked  them  to  'own'  that  ministry  and  budget  it, 
Fulton  said.  "They're  still  funding  it." 

Now  the  Episcopal  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  is 
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The  Episcopal  Church 


IN  THE  ANGLICAN  COMMUNION 

A  global  community 
of  70  million  Anglicans 
in  36  member  churches/ 
provinces. 


ARCHBISHOP  OF  CANTERBURY 

The  Most  Rev.  and  Rt.  Hon.  George  Carey 

Lambeth  Palace.  London,  England  SE 1  7JU 
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Carolina,  P.O.  Box  1 336,  Kinston,  NC  28503.  Please  contact 
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Change  of  address:  Send  to  Cross  Current,  1119  Hendricks 
Ave.,  Jacksonville,  NC  28540.  Please  note  the  name  of  your 
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You  are  cordially  invited  to  attend 
The  Annual  Convention  Banquet  Buffet  and  Dance 
Friday  evening,  the  twelfth  of  February 
Nineteen  hundred  and  ninety-nine 
eight  o'clock  in  the  evening 

The  Holiday  Inn 
Fayetteville,  North  Carolina 


Non-delegate  cost:  $20.00  per  person 
Please  make  reservations  through 
your  local  parish. 


Dancing  to  the  music  of 
The  Riverboat  Gamblers 


Diocesan  Choir  Rehearsal 


Saturday,  February  6 
10:30  a.m-12:30  p.m. 
Holy  Trinity  Church 
Fayetteville 


Thursday,  February  11 
3:30  p.m. 

St.  Patrick's  Roman  Catholic  Church 
Fayetteville 


Anyone  wishing  to  join  with  the  diocesan  choir, 
is  encouraged  to  attend  both  rehearsals. 


Publication  Schedule  Amended 

Cross  Current  editor  Alicia  Alford  will  be  taking  maternity  leave  during  January 
and  February.  Cross  Current  will  not  be  published  during  these  two  months.  If  you 
have  information  to  disburse,  please  use  the  diocesan  clergy  newsletter, 

The  Companionsheet .  To  include  information  in  that  publication,  please  contact  Jimi  Paderick  in  the 
diocesan  house. 

The  March  issue  of  Cross  Current  will  be  edited  by  Scott  Nunn.  Material  may  be  submitted  to 
him  via  email  atjsnunnl@aol.com  or  fax,  910/763-2891.  He  may  be  reached  by  telephone  during 
the  day  at  910/763-8013  or  at  night  at  910/343-2380. 

The  deadline  for  submitting  material  will  continue  to  be  the  tenth  of  each  month. 
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"Give  Us  An  Inquiring  Mind  and  a  Discerning  Heart 

116th  Diocesan  convention  adds  teaching  element 


KINSTON  —  Building  on  the  Episcopal  and 
Anglican  foundations  of  scripture,  tradition  and 
reason,  the  1 1 6th  Convention  of  the  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina  will  add  a  teaching  element  to  its 
traditional  format  of  worship,  discussions, 
legislation  and  fellowship.  The  change  in  format  is 
in  response  to  evaluation  forms  from  past 
conventions.  Over  the  past  several  years  delegates 
have  increasingly  requested  that  an  educational 
component  be  included  during  convention. 

To  that  end,  the  Archdeacon  of  Canterbury,  the 
Venerable  John  Pritchard,  has  been  invited  to  be 
the  guest  speaker.  He  will  open  the  convention 
with  a  teaching  session  from  3:00  -  4:30  p.m.  on 
Thursday,  February  1 1 . 

Pritchard  is  a  dynamic  speaker  who  will  offer  a 
unique  and  informative  perspective  on  the  recent 
Lambeth  conference  as  well  as  on  the  growth, 
diversity  and  spirituality  of  the  Anglican 
Communion.  All  members  of  the  diocese  are 
invited  and  encouraged  to  attend. 

Pritchard  will  participate  in  the  convention's 
opening  Eucharist  at  St.  Patrick's  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  The  service  begins  at  6:00  p.m.  on 
Thursday.  The  change  to  an  earlier  time  is  another 
response  to  evaluations  from  previous  conventions. 
The  earlier  time  will  allow  for  dinner  following  the 
service. 

In  another  effort  to  offer  a  learning  opportunity, 
each  deanery  has  been  asked  to  select  one  outreach 
ministry  on  which  to  give  a  short  report  from  the 
floor  of  the  convention.  Personal  testaments  to 
God's  work  through  these  ministries  will  be 
interspersed  with  the  business  of  Friday  and 
Saturday.  By  highlighting  one  ministry  from  each 
of  the  five  deaneries,  the  committee  hopes  to 
provide  a  sampling  of  the  scope  of  ministries 
operating  within  our  diocese. 


On  Friday  evening, 
business  will  be  set  aside  and 
merriment  will  reign.  A 
buffet  dinner  with  begin  at 
8:00  p.m.  Following  dinner, 
the  Riverboat  Gamblers  will 
provide  dancing  music. 

Reservations  for  seating 
can  be  made  at  the 
information  booth  on  site. 
Tables  will  be 
for  parties  of  ten. 

The  convention 
committee  hopes  that  all 
members  of  the  diocese  will 
come  and  sample  some 
portion  of  the  convention. 
The  convention  offers  a 
wonderful  overview  of  the 
scope  of  ministry  within  this 
diocese.  Visitors  may  be  particularly  interested 
in  the  opening  Eucharist,  the  teaching  session  and 
the  dinner  on  Friday.  Visitors  are  also  welcome 
to  listen  to  the  discussions  and  business  on  the 
convention  floor,  visit  the  exhibitions,  and 
attend  the  hearings  on  Friday  afternoon  from  3:45 
-  5:00  p.m. 

Convention  Notes 

•  When  registering  for  convention,  please 
remember  that  the  hotel  registration  is  a 
separate  reservation  and  must  be  made 
directly  with  the  hotel. 

•  Beginning  on  January  15,  a  $15  late  fee  will 
be  added  to  convention  registrations. 

•  Convention  exhibits  should  be  up  by  noon  on 
Thursday,  February  1 1 . 

•  The  bishop  has  asked  each  church  to  bring 


Anne  and  Clifton  Daniel  visited  with  John  and  Wendy  Pritchard  last 
summer  during  the  Lambeth  Conference. 


three  8x10  photographs  of  the  outside  of  their 
church  to  convention.  One  photo  should  be 
framed  with  a  neutral  color  mat.  These  will 
be  displayed  at  convention  and  later  hung  in 
the  bishop's  chapel  in  the  diocesan  house. 
The  other  photos  will  be  used  for  publicity 
and  archives. 

All  members  of  the  diocese  are  encouraged  to 
attend  the  teaching  session  with  the  Venerable 
John  Pritchard,  Archdeacon  of  Canterbury. 
The  session  will  be  Thursday  at  the  Holiday 
Inn  Bordeaux  from  3:00  -  4:30  p.m. 
The  opening  Eucharist  will  be  held  at  St. 
Patrick's  Roman  Catholic  Church  at  6:00  p.m. 
on  Thursday,  February  1 1 . 
All  active  clergy  are  invited  to  remain  in 
Fayetteville  for  the  clergy/spouse  conference. 


New  Twist  Introduced  to  Clergy/Spouse  Conference 


KINSTON —  The  1999  diocesan  sponsored 
clergy/spouse  conference  will  fall  immediately  on 
the  heels  of  the  1 16th  diocesan  convention.  In  an 
effort  to  offer  the  active  clergy  of  the  diocese  and 
their  spouses  a  night  out  and  a  day  off,  Bishop 
Daniel  has  invited  them  to  stay  in  Fayetteville  for 
the  24  hours  following  the  close  of  the  diocesan 
convention. 

The  clergy  and  their  spouses  are  being  treated 
to  dinner  and  a  night  at  the  Cape  Fear  Regional 
Theatre  to  see  "The  King  and  I."  On  Sunday,  they 
will  gather  for  breakfast  and  Eucharist. 

In  a  letter  to  church  vestries  encouraging 
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attendance  at  the  conference,  Bishop  Daniel 
states  that  one  of  his  primary  goals  is  to  enhance 
and  strengthen  the  community  of  ordained 
persons  in  this  diocese.  He  feels  that 
strengthening  the  life  of  this  community  renews 
and  affirms  ordained  persons,  therefore 
strengthening  their  ministry. 

To  encourage  attendance  and  assist  churches 
with  Sunday  services,  he  has  asked  the  retired 
clergy  in  the  diocese  to  stand  ready  to  celebrate 
Eucharist,  if  invited  to  do  so.  He  also 
encourages  churches  to  highlight  the  ministry 
of  the  laity  by  asking  lay  readers  to  lead 
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morning  prayer. 

Traditionally,  on  the  Sunday  following  the 
diocesan  convention,  many  churches  in  the 
diocese  read  the  bishop's  convention  sermon. 
Bishop  Daniel  plans  to  provide  copies  again  this 
year  so  churches  can  make  use  of  it  in  the 
absence  of  their  priest. 

Bishop  Daniel  hopes  that  vestry  and  churches 
will  encourage  their  priest  to  take  advantage  of 
this  opportunity  for  renewal  and  community 
building.  It  is  an  opportunity  for  each  parish  to 
give  thanks  for  the  dedication  of  their  priest. 




Three  North  Carolina  Bishops  Celebrate  Chapel  of  the  Cross  Anniversary 


bv  E.  T.  Malone,  Jr. 


CHAPEL  HILL  —  Bishops  of  the  three  North 
Carolina  Episcopal  dioceses  and  a  packed 
congregation  of  625  gathered  in  Chapel  Hill  to 
celebrate  the  150th  anniversary  of  the  consecration 
of  the  Chapel  of  the  Cross,  a  20th-century  leader  in 
the  arena  of  peace,  justice,  and  racial  cooperation. 

"This  has  been  a  place  where  a  clear  experience 
of  the  Christian  faith  was  not  seen  in  any  way  as 
being  in  conflict  with  the  religious  search  for 
truth,"  said  Virginia  Bishop  Peter  J.  Lee,  a  former 
rector  of  the  parish,  who  preached  for  the 
commemorative  evening  prayer  service. 

Located  on  the  edge  of  the  University  of  North 
Carolina  campus,  the  church  served  generations  of 
North  Carolina  episcopal  students  during  the  years 
when  the  entire  state  was  included  in  one  diocese. 
After  the  formation  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 
in  1883  and  the  Diocese  of  Western  North  Carolina 
in  1922,  their  bishops  continued  until  sometime  in 
the  late  1950s  to  make  regular  visitations  to 
confirm  the  large  number  of  their  students  at  the 
university. 

"What  we  mark  today  is  the  heritage  of 
breaking  down  barriers  in  the  name  of  Christ,"  said 
Lee.  He  noted  that  the  Rev.  Alfred  Lawrence,  who 
became  rector  in  1 92 1 ,  stood  against  the  biblical 
fundamentalism  of  the  day.  A  later  rector,  the  Rev. 
David  Yates,  was  a  pacifist  during  World  War  II 
and  at  the  1949  General  Convention  proposed 
including  a  prayer  for  our  enemies  in  the  Book  of 
Common  Prayer,  a  provision  finally  enacted  in  the 
1979  edition. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Thrasher,  the  only  white 
clergyman  in  Montgomery,  Ala.  to  support  the 
Rev.  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.,  lost  his  job  there 
and  was  called  as  rector  to  the  Chapel  of  the  Cross  - 
in  the  1960s. 

In  the  late  1970s,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Pauli  Murray,  the 
first  black  woman  ordained  priest  in  the  Episcopal 
Church,  celebrated  her  first  Eucharist  in  the  old 
Chapel  of  the  Cross,  where  her  grandmother  had 
sat  in  the  balcony  as  a  slave.  Murray  read  the 
lesson  that  day,  said  Lee,  from  a  tattered  Bible 


From  left  to  right:  The  Rt.  Rev.  Robert  C. 
Johnson  Jr.,  Bishop  of  North  Carolina; 
The  Rt.  Rev.  Robert  H.  Johnson,  Bishop 
of  Western  North  Carolina;  The  Rt.  Rev. 
Peter  James  Lee,  Bishop  of  Virginia;  and 
The  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel  III,  Bishop  of 
East  Carolina  prepare  for  the  service 
celebrating  the  150th  anniversary 
of  the  consecration  of  the  original 
Chapel  of  the  Cross  in  Chapel  Hill. 


given  to  her  by  her  grandmother. 

Today,  the  church  has  a  sister  parish 
relationship  with  St.  Paul's  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  a  black  congregation,  and  on 
Saturday  morning  as  part  of  the  day-long 
celebration  a  human  chain  stretched  from  the  altar 
of  the  old  chapel  to  the  pulpit  of  St.  Paul's.  Called 
"Faith  on  Franklin  Street,"  the  event  included 
members  from  Presbyterian,  Lutheran,  Baptist,  and 
Methodist  churches  as  well,  who  canceled  their 
Sunday  school  classes  and  joined  hands  in  a  chain 
numbering  well  over  1,000  people. 

Lee  challenged  the  people  of  the  Chapel  of  the 
Cross  to  move  into  the  future  with  integrity, 
imagination  and  inclusivity. 

Diocese  of  North  Carolina  Bishop  Robert  C. 
Johnson  Jr.  said,  "It's  a  rare  occasion  when  all  three 
bishops  of  all  three  dioceses  in  the  state  come 
together  for  an  event.  We  bring  you  prayers  and 
congratulations  from  all  the  Episcopalians  of  North 
Carolina." 

All  of  the  North  Carolina  bishops  have  ties  to 
the  Chapel  of  the  Cross.  Robert  C.  Johnson  Jr.  was 
ordained  there  to  the  priesthood  in  1965.  Diocese 
of  Western  North  Carolina  Bishop  Robert  H. 


Johnson's  son  received  an  M.B.A.  degree  from  the 
University,  and  Bishop  Clifton  Daniel  3rd  of  East 
Carolina  graduated  from  the  University  of  North 
Carolina. 

"As  a  student,  when  I  went  to  church,  this  is 
where  I  went  to  church,"  quipped  Daniel.  Not  to  be 
outdone,  Bishop  Bob  Johnson  of  Raleigh  (known  in 
the  House  of  Bishops  as  "Low  Bob"  to  distinguish 
him  from  Bishop  "High  Bob"  Johnson  of 
mountainous  Western  North  Carolina)  replied,  "I'm 
just  glad  to  be  celebrating  something  older  than  I 
am." 

To  end  the  service,  the  congregation  flowed 
out  of  the  "new"  Chapel  of  the  Cross,  a  large,  stone 
building  built  in  the  1920s  and  joined  to  the  old 
chapel  by  a  cloister.  Hundreds  of  people  held 
lighted  candles  as  the  bishops  stood  together 
on  the  steps  of  the  venerable  Gothic  church  and 
read  concluding  prayers  of  rededication.  Then  nine 
members  of  the  Meyer  family,  parishioners  for 
three  generations,  rang  the  chapel  bell  150  times. 

—  Ted  Malone  is  director  of  communications  for  the  Diocese 
of  North  Carolina. 


Former  Wilmington  Priest  Accepts  Appointment  from  Secretary 
General  of  Anglican  Communion 


JACKSONVILLE,  FL—  The  Rev.  Paul 
Hamilton  "Ham"  Fuller  IV,  former  rector  of  St. 
Paul's  ,  Wilmington,  has  accepted  an  appointment 
to  serve  as  an  assistant  to  the  Secretary  General  of 
the  Anglican  Communion.  He  will  begin  January 
1,  1999,  serving  as  the  Project  Coordinator  of 
Bethlehem  2000.  He  will  be  a  special 
representative  of  Canon  John  Peterson  and  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  Most  Rev.  George 
Carey.  He  will  be  charged  with  developing 
resources,  furnishing  artwork  and  museum 
materials  for  a  Peace  Center  under  construction  for 
the  new  millennium  in  Manger  square,  Bethlehem. 
In  1995,  plans  began  for  a  Center  for  Peace  in 


thanksgiving  for  the  birth  of  Christ  and  the  new 
millennium.  The  Anglican  Communion  is  the  only 
denomination  invited  to  participate. 

The  Swedish  government  will  construct  the 
building  and  the  Anglican  Communion  has  the 
opportunity  to  equip  and  furnish  the  religious 
component. 

Fuller  will  continue  to  reside  in  Jacksonville, 
Florida,  where  he  has  been  rector  of  St.  Mark's. 
He  will  travel  to  coordinate  various  aspects  of  the 
millennium  project  which  includes  completing 
architectural  designs  for  the  building  and 
furnishing;  calling  together  and  facilitating  an 
international  group  to  plan  for  the  artwork  and 


display;  calling  together  and  facilitating  a  group  to 
develop  and  coordinate  an  educational  component 
and  the  theological/faith  component;  developing  a 
process  to  hire  a  resident  director  and  appropriate 
staffing;  and  developing  the  financial  and 
professional  resources  to  open  the  Center. 

Despite  serving  as  a  representative  of  the 
Secretary  General  and  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  there  is  no  budgetary  support  for  the 
project.  Fuller  will  be  using  his  personal  resources 
and  those  offered  by  friends. 

He  asks  for  your  prayers  as  he  embarks  of  this 
new  ministry  to  help  bring  peace  to  the  Holy  Land. 
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1^1  "Food  Bank"  con't  from  page  1 


: 


national  office  of  Second  Harvest  has 
mandated  this  move.  Manna  is  not  in 
compliance  with  their  standards 
regarding  size.  Two  years  ago,  we  were 
notified  that  a  move  was  mandatory. 
Now  they  have  given  us  a  deadline.  If 
we  do  not  have  larger  and  more 
appropriate  space  by  May  1,  1999,  we 
will  lose  our  affiliation  with  them,"  said 
Wagner. 

The  agency  plans  on  raising 
$800,000  for  the  construction  and 
equipping  of  the  new  building.  They  are 
seeking  pledges  for  a  four  year  period 
and  have  recently  completed  the  'quiet' 
portion  of  their  fundraising  effort.  To 
date  the  campaign  has  raised  $400,000  or 
half  of  the  campaign  total. 

The  new  warehouse  will  be  about 
five  times  the  size  of  the  current  one. 
Second  Harvest  estimates  that  within  a 
year  of  moving,  Manna  will  be 
distributing  between  two  and  three 
million  pounds  of  food  throughout  its 
23,000  square  mile  area. 

"This  year  we  have  already  moved 
over  a  million  pounds  of  food  through 
3,400  square  feet  of  warehouse  space  but 
we  simply  cannot  push  these  limits 
further.  An  increasing  demand  for  food, 
inadequate  trucks  and  equipment,  and 
our  current  space  constraints  are 
prohibiting  us  from  reaching  everyone 
that  has  a  need  in  our  1 5  county  service 
area,"  stated  Wagner. 

In  a  survey  conducted  last  fall,  61% 
of  the  agencies  served  by  Albemarle 
Manna  responded  that  they  are  seeing 


more  new  clients  and  clients  who  are 
returning  more  often.  A  majority  also 
said  that  Manna  is  a  major  source  of 
food  for  their  agency.  A  staggering  78 
percent  said  that  if  Manna  could  no 
longer  provide  food  to  them,  the  impact 
would  be  "devastating." 

The  ministry  of  Albemarle  Manna 
is  critical  to  the  area,  explained  former 
Christ  Church  rector  Josh  MacKenzie. 
"These  are  some  of  the  poorest  counties 
in  the  whole  state.  Albemarle  Manna  is 
meeting  a  lot  of  people's  needs  for  basic 
food,"  said  Mackenzie. 

Northeastern  North  Carolina  has  the 
distinction  of  having  one  of  the  poorest 
populations  in  the  United  States. 
Twelve  of  its  fifteen  counties  are 
classified  as  "depressed"  by  the  NC 
Department  of  Commerce.  The 
percentage  of  poor  persons  ranges  from 
13%  to  28%.  In  some  areas,  the 
number  of  poor  children  reaches  36%. 
This  reflects  52,000  men,  women  and 
children  in  the  areas  who  are  suffering 
from  the  effects  of  hunger. 

Second  Harvest  projects  that  to 
respond  to  the  needs  in  the  next  two 
years,  Albemarle  Manna  will  have  to 
move  between  2-3  million  pounds  of 
food  to  100  agencies  that  are  enabling 
people  to  supplement  the  nutritional 
needs. 

Anyone  interested  in  more 
information  on  Albemarle  Manna  or  in 
making  a  pledge  can  contact  Albemarle 
Manna  at  252/336-4036  or  the  Rev. 
Josh  MacKenzie  at  252/335-7082. 


•  Thirty  million  Americans  are  hungry, 
for  at  least  a  few  days  every  month.  There 
are  more  hungry  people  in  America  today 
than  at  any  time  in  the  last  25  years. 

•  Malnutrition  can  lead  to  permanent 
tissue  damage,  and  leaves  its  sufferers, 
particularly  children  and  the  elderly, 
susceptible  to  illness  and  infection. 

•  One  out  of  every  five  children  lives  in 
poverty,  and  is  unable  to  maintain  a 
minimally  adequate  diet. 


•  In  Northeastern  North  Carolina,  over 
50,  000  people  live  at  or  below  the 
poverty  level,  and  many  families  are 
having  to  choose  between  buying  food 
and  paying  rent.  In  Pasquotank  County 
alone  over  2,  000  meals  are  provided 
each  month. 

•  The  Albemarle  Manna  Food  Bank 
distributes  over  700,000  pounds  of  food 
to  over  60  food  assistance  agencies 
yearly. 


Creative  Christian  Stewardship  Grants  Announced  for  Fall  1998 


KINSTON —  During  the  November  13  meeting  of 
the  executive  council,  funding  was  approved  for  the 
distribution  of  $50,000  for  fall  1998  creative 
Christian  Stewardship  grants. 

Creative  Christian  Stewardship  grants  (CCSG) 
are  distributed  twice  a  year,  once  in  the  spring  and 
once  in  the  fall.  Any  organization  that  is  involved  in 
Christian  outreach  or  servant  ministry,  regardless  of 
its  affiliation  with  the  Episcopal  Church  or  lack 
thereof,  is  eligible  for  a  CCSG. 

Grant  requests  are  made  through  the  deaneries. 
With  the  deaneries'  and  a  local  priest's  endorsement, 
requests  are  forwarded  to  the  CCSG  committee  for 
review.  The  committee  reviews  the  grant  requests, 
makes  funding  proposals  and  then  forwards  their 
report  to  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  diocese  for 
final  approval. 

At  the  last  diocesan  convention  the  Foundation  of 
the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  announced  an  increase 
in  1 998  in  the  funding  available  for  the  Creative 
Christian  Stewardship  grants.  It  set  aside  $  1 00,000 
for  grants.  This  is  an  increase  of  $35,000  over  the 
past  several  years. 

The  Executive  Council  approved  grants  to  the 
following  programs  and  organizations. 

The  Episcopal  Hispanic  Ministry —  The  grant  will 


be  used  for  the  Family  Assistance  Program  to  help 
Latino  families  in  the  Washington  area,  who  have 
pressing  needs  for  medical  care,  emergency  food  and 
housing.  Requested:  $5,000.  Approved  $5,000. 

(See  story  page  1) 

Hope  Clinic —  The  purpose  of  Hope  Clinic  will  be 
to  provide  basic  medical  services  and  referrals  to  the 
un-  and  under-insured  members  of  the  Pamlico 
County  community.  Hope  Clinics  will  open  by 
January  1,  1999,  on  Thursday  evenings  from  5:00  to 
7:30  pm.  The  grant  will  assist  with  expenses  during 
the  first  year  of  operation.  Requested:  $12,000. 
Approved:  $12,000. 

Eagle's  Wings  —  This  program  operating  in 
Chocowinity  provides  crisis  assistance  with  food, 
clothing  and  utility  payments.  Requested:  $10,000. 
Approved:  $10,000. 

Merci  Clinic,  Inc.  —  The  funding  will  aid  in  the 
continued  free,  high  quality  medical  service  to  the 
uninsured  adult  population  of  New  Bern  and  the 
surrounding  communities.  Expenses  for  medications 
are  the  greatest  liability.  The  grant  will  be  used  to 
provide  medication  for  new  patients  who  would  have 
otherwise  been  turned  away.  Requested:  $6,000 
Approved:  $6,000. 


Greenville  Community  Shelter,  Inc. —  This  grant 
will  be  used  to  financially  bolster  the  Emergency 
Assistance  Ministry,  a  crisis  assistance  program  of  the 
Greenville  Community  Shelters,  Inc.  as  it  begins  its 
second  year  of  operations.  Specifically,  the  grant  will 
be  used  for  staffing  and  overhead  costs,  so  that  the 
service  delivery  funds  can  be  maximized.  Requested: 
$6,000.  Approved:  $6,000. 

Albemarle  Manna  Food  Bank —  This  grant  will 
provide  upright  refrigerators  and  chest  freezers  for 
twelve  Albemarle  Manna  Food  Bank  member 
agencies.  The  lack  of  these  appliances  is  prohibiting 
the  distribution  of  nutritious  produce  and  government 
commodity  food  to  the  people  in  their  communities. 
Requested:  $9,760.  Approved:  $9,760. 

(See  story  page  1 ) 

Bishop's  Discretionary  Fund —  The  bishop  uses 
discretionary  funds  to  assist  those  in  financial  need 
due  to  personal  mishap,  natural  disasters,  medical 
complications  or  other  reasons.  Approved:  $1,240 

Total  requests:  $50,000 
Total  Approved:  $50,000. 
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sponsoring  further  expansion  of  the  Hispanic 
Ministry  program. 

The  Rev.  Bill  Bradbury  of  St.  Peter's  in 
Washington  is  the  new  chairman  of  the  Hispanic 
ministry  board  for  the  diocese. 

He  has  high  hopes  of  closing  the  gap  between 
the  Spanish-speaking  population  of  the  area  and  a 
sometimes  distant  English-speaking  majority. 

"I  heard  a  terrible  quote  the  other  day,  second 
hand.  The  person  said,  the  gist  of  it  was,  'I'll  buy 
their  lettuce,  but  I  hope  then  they'll  go  home.' 
That  they'll  come  do  their  job,  we'll  reap  the 
benefits  of  their  crab  picking  and  then  they'll  leave 
us,"  Bradbury  said. 

This  is  something  he  wants  to  see  change, 
because  it  doesn't  reflect  a  very  Christian  outlook. 

"I  don't  think  'exploitation'  gets  deep  enough 
....  I  think  it's  a  failure  to  see  these  people  as 
human  beings,  worthy  of  our  respect  and 
friendship,"  he  said. 

"...We  see  this  as  a  Christian  vision.  We're 
called  to  reach  out  in  Christ's  name  to  these  folks, 
who  are  our  brothers  and  sisters,"  he  said. 

Beyond  that,  Bradbury  thinks  the  time  for 
getting  the  cultural  melting  pot  melting  is  now. 
Incorporating  a  growing  population  of  people  with 
a  different  cultural  heritage  into  the  community  is 
the  key  to  that  community's  long  term  welfare. 

"Our  goal  is  to  help  integrate  the  Hispanic 
community,  so  that  in  the  next  generation  they  are 
active  in  our  schools,  and  in  our  churches  and  in 
our  businesses,"  Bradbury  said. 

"If  that  doesn't  happen  for  this  group,  then  the 
next  group  will  be  even  more  alienated,  even  more 
ostracized.  The  timing  is  crucial. 

"We  either  love  and  accept  and  reach  out  to 
these  people  now,  make  them  our  friends,  or  the 
communities  will  become  estranged,  fragmented." 

An  important  part  of  reaching  out  to  the 
Hispanic  population  and  integrating  them  into  the 
community  is  helping  them  learn  what  it  takes  to 
get  by  in  practical  terms,  ministry  officials  said. 

The  details  of  daily  life  are  difficult  enough  in 
a  foreign  country,  much  less  trying  to  make 
friends. 

"We're  trying  to  expand  this  ministry  beyond 
liturgy  and  pastoral  care,"  said  Fulton.  "...Our 
goals  are  to  be  intentional  about  health  care  and 
health  care  delivery.  So  we  have  an  R.N.,  Dolores 
Zepeda,  and  her  job  is  to  sort  of  triage  sick 
Latinos,  refer  them  to  physicians  or  the  hospital." 

The  Episcopal  Diocese  has  provided  funding 
for  Ibarra,  Ms.  Zepeda,  and  a  program  director, 
Annie  Burns. 

Zepeda  will  cover  the  health  aspect  of  the 
outreach  program. 

"She'll  do  health  care  education,  preventive 
medicine,  deliver  non-prescription  medicine...  " 
Fulton  said. 

Ms.  Burns,  who  moved  to  Washington  recently 
from  Chapel  Hill,  has  an  office  in  St.  Peter's.  She 
will  be  working  on  needs  assessment  in  the 
community,  trying  to  help  the  Latino  people 
identify  their  needs  and  help  them  work 
cooperatively,  Fulton  said. 

"For  instance,  day  care,  after  school  care, 


Goya  Alcantor  (center)  now  learns  English  at  Head  Start. 


helping  mothers  get  their  children  into  Head  Start 
programs. 

Burns  said  identifying  what  people  need  was 
the  first  step  in  helping  them.  It  takes  awhile  to 
just  get  to  know  a  new  population  in  an  area. 

"I  think  it's  important  not  to  start  programs 
right  off  the  bat,"  she  said.  "Just  get  to  know 
people.  When  you  know  people  they  tell  you  what 
they  need  and  they  can  be  a  part  of  developing  a 
program." 

As  she  makes  more  and  more  friends  in  the 
Hispanic  community,  Burns  finds  that  many  of 
their  needs  are  very  basic.  She  works  primarily 
with  women,  so  far,  who  are  working  in  the 
seafood  industry. 

They  are  having  a  tough  time,  Ms.  Burns  said, 
because  of  the  language  barrier. 

"I'm  getting  to  know  some  families  that  have 
children,  a  lot  of  needs  are  really  basic,  like  food, 
clothing,  education  and  medical  care,"  she  said. 
"If  you  don't  speak  the  language,  it's  hard  to 
negotiate  your  way." 

A  lot  of  what  Burns  does  is  act  as  an  advocate, 
or  intermediary  between  the  Latino  families  and 
programs  already  available  to  help  them. 

She  said,  for  example,  "When  I  came  here  this 
summer  there  had  been  no  Mexican  children  in 
Head  Start,  ever.  The  big  reason  is  the  Mexicans 
don't  know  about  it.  They  don't  know  that  all 
children  are  eligible  to  go  to  Head  Start." 

Now  there  is  at  least  one  Mexican  child 
benefitting  from  the  program,  Goya  Alcantor. 

Marie  Hogans,  lead  teacher  at  Belhaven  Head 
Start,  said  having  Goya  in  the  program  was  a 
pleasure. 

"She's  a  delight.  She  tries  hard."  Ms. 
Hogans  said. 

Cr*ss  Current 


Goya  is  learning  English  very  quickly  through 
the  exposure  she  gets  in  the  program. 

"She  can  count  up  to  seven  using  regular 
English,"  Ms.  Hogans  said.  "She  likes  to  say  the 
Lord's  prayer.  She  learned  that." 

Finding  out  Goya's  age  over  the  phone  was  no 
problem.  With  all  she's  learned,  she  just  answered 
the  question.  Teachers  called,  "Goya,  how  old 
are  you?" 

in  the  background,  then  Hogans  returned,  "She  said 
she's  four." 

—  This  article  first  appeared  in  the  Washington  Daily  News  on 
Sunday,  November  8,  1998.  It  is  reprinted  with  permission 
from  the  author  and  the  managing  editor. 


Walker  Named 
Principal  of  the  Year 
for  Lenoir  County 

KINSTON  —  In  October  the  Lenoir  County 
schools  named  Sheila  Walker  principal  of 
the  year  for  the  county.  The  area  winner 
will  be  announced  in  February. 

Ms.  Walker,  the  principal  of  the  Lewis 
Center,  is  a  member  of  St.  Andrew's, 
Goldsboro,  Chair  of  the  Episcopal 
Consultative  Commission,  and  has  been 
active  in  the  diocese  for  many  years. 
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East  Carolina  Sends  Representatives,  Friendship  and  Aid 
to  Puerto  Rican  Convention 


by  Dot  Hodder 

The  Reverend  Canon  Phil  Craig  carried 
greetings  from  Bishop  Daniel  and  the  Diocese  of 
Eastern  North  Carolina  to  the  Convention  of  the 
Diocese  of  Puerto  Rico.  The  convention  was  held 
at  the  St.  Just  Confererence  Center  in  San  Juan  on 
November  13  and  14.  Bertie  Clarke  of  Christ 
Church  in  New  Bern  presented  Bishop  Alvarez  a 
check  for  over  $6,000  in  donations  from  the 
diocese  for  hurricane  relief. 

Approximately  150  persons  attended  the 
convention,  representing  the  44  parishes  and 
missions  of  Puerto  Rico.  Bishop  Alvarez  presented 
awards  to  Puerto  Rican  clergy  and  parishes  for 
their  work  in  the  past  year,  and  gifts  to  the  visitors. 
Mrs.  Clarke  and  Canon  Craig  were  treated  with 
great  hospitality  during  their  visit,  and  had  several 
meals  with  Bishop  Alvarez  and  his  family. 

Before  the  convention,  Craig  and  Clarke  met 
with  the  Puerto  Rican  Sister  Diocese  Commission, 
including  Bishop  Alvarez,  the  Rev.  Canon  Emily 
Morales,  Fr.  Jorge  Rivera,  and  Candido  Rivera. 
The  group  assessed  the  sister  diocese  relationship, 
and  agreed  that  the  emphasis  for  future 
collaboration  will  be  on  youth  exchanges.  In 
addition,  Puerto  Rico  will  send  Spanish-speaking 
staff  to  assist  when  East  Carolina  holds  its  first 
Spanish  Cursillo. 

Bertie  Clarke  feels  that  the  relationship  with 
Puerto  Rico  has  increased  cultural  awareness  and 
interest  in  Hispanic  ministries  here  at  home.  On 
Sunday  she  met  with  the  vestry  at  Church  of  the 
Incarnation  to  discuss  their  sister  parish 
relationship  with  Christ  Church. 

While  in  Puerto  Rico  Craig  and  Clarke  toured  a 


Right:  Betty  Clarke  presents  a  $6,000  plus 
check  to  Bishop  Alvarez  for  hurricane 
relief.  Canon  Craig  looks  on. 

Betty  Clarke  y  el  Rev.  Canonigo  Phil  Craig 
presentan  $6,000  a  I  Obispo  Alvarez 
de  Puerto  Rico  para  victimas  del  huracdn. 

Below:  Extensive  damage  from  Hurricane 
George  litters  the  island  of  Puerto  Rico. 

Huracdn  Georges  hizo  bastante  daho 
en  la  isla  de  Puerto  Rico. 


new  diocesan 
mission  project  for 
at-risk  teens  in  a 
poverty  stricken 
area  called  Loiva, 
and  visited  a 
number  of 
Episcopal  social 
services,  including 
home  health  care 
and  hospice 
facilities,  and 
hospitals  in  Ponce 
and  Guayana 
specializing  in 
cardiac  care, 
obstetrics  and 
pediatrics.  A  new 
hospital  in  Ponce  is 
planned,  after 
which  the  original 
building  will  be 
devoted  to  mental  health  care.  The  income  from 
the  hospitals  is  used  by  the  diocese  of  Puerto  Rico 
to  finance  other  social  service  projects. 

Clarke  reports  that  while  roads  are  clear  in  San 
Juan  and  most  people  in  the  city  have  at  least 
temporary  electrical  power,  there  is  still  a  great 
deal  of  cleanup  and  repair  to  be  done,  especially  in 
the  countryside.  The  diocese  of  Puerto  Rico  has 
307  Episcopal  families  whose  homes  were  totally 
destroyed  by  Hurricane  Georges,  and  many  others 
with  serious  damage.  The  diocese  has  distributed 
from  $100  to  $250  to  these  families,  depending  on 


the  amount  of  damage,  to  give  them  hope  and  a 
new  start. 

In  spite  of  their  own  losses,  the  main  concern  of 
the  Episcopal  Church  in  Puerto  Rico  at  this  time  is 
for  the  Dominican  Republic  and  Haiti.  They  have 
sent  a  cargo  container  of  medical  supplies  to  that 
island,  and  plan  to  begin  collecting  aid  for  the 
people  of  Honduras  next.  Their  plea  to  us  is  not  for 
themselves  but  for  help  for  their  brothers  and 
sisters  in  the  Caribbean  who  have  been  devastated 
in  this  year's  hurricanes. 


Una  Visita  a  Puerto  Rico 

por  Dot  Hodder 


El  Reverendo  Canonigo  Phil  Craig  llevo 
saludos  del  Obispo  Daniel  y  el  Diocesis  de  Eastern 
North  Carolina  a  la  Convencion  del  Diocesis  de 
Puerto  Rico,  que  tuvo  lugar  en  el  Centro  de  St.  Just 
en  San  Juan  el  13  y  14  de  noviembre.  Bertie 
Clarke  de  Christ  Church  en  New  Bern  presento 
mas  de  $6000,  coleccionado  en  nuestro  diocesis 
para  victimas  del  huracan,  al  Obispo  Alvarez. 

Algunos  1 50  personas  asistieron  a  la 
convencion,  representando  las  44  parroquias  y 
misiones  de  Puerto  Rico.  El  Obispo  Alvarez 
conferio  varios  honores  a  sus  clerigos  por  su 
trabajo  en  el  ano  pasado,  y  dio  regalos  a  los 
visitantes.  Bettie  Clarke  and  el  Rev.  Craig  fueron 
recibidos  con  gran  hospitalid  por  todos,  y  comieron 
varias  veces  con  el  obispo  y  su  familia. 

Antes  de  la  convencion,  el  Rev.  Craig  y  Sra. 
Clarke  se  reunieron  con  la  Comision 
Puertorriquena  para  el  Diocesis  Companero, 
inclusivo  el  Obispo  Alvarez,  la  Rev.  Canoniga 
Emily  Morales,  Fr.  Jorge  Rivera,  y  Candido  Rivera. 


El  grupo  evaluo  nuestra  amistad,  y  se  puso  de 
acuerdo  que  seguiremos  colaborando  en 
experiencias  de  intercambio  para  los  jovenes.  El 
Diocesis  de  Puerto  Rico  tambien  va  a  proveer  de 
personal  para  ayudar  cuando  tenemos  nuestro 
primer  Cursillo  en  espanol.  Bettie  Clarke  siente 
que  nuestra  amistad  con  Puerto  Rico  ha  aumentado 
nuestro  interes  en  la  cultura  hispana  y  el  ministerio 
a  los  hispano  hablantes  en  nuestro  diocesis.  El 
domingo  despues  de  la  convencion  ella  se  reunio 
con  miembros  de  su  parroquia  companera  en  la 
Iglesia  de  la  Incarnacion. 

Durante  su  visita  en  Puerto  Rico,  Craig  y 
Clarke  vieron  un  proyecto  nuevo  del  diocesis  para 
jovenes  en  Loiva,  y  visitaron  varios  servicios 
sociales  Episcopales,  inclusivo  un  hospicio,  y 
hospitales  en  Ponce  y  Guayana  que  se  especializan 
en  medicina  cardiaca  y  el  salud  de  mujeres  y 
ninos.  Una  nueva  hospital  en  Ponce  se  dedicara  al 
cuidado  de  los  con  enfermedades  mentales.  El 
diocesis  usa  los  ingresos  de  los  hospitales  para 


mantener  otros  servicios  sociales. 

En  cuanto  al  huracan,  Clarke  relata  que  en  San 
Juan  las  calles  estan  abiertas,  y  la  mayoria  de  la 
gente  tiene  electricidad.  Todavia  queda  mucho 
trabajo  para  componer  todo  el  dano,  especialmente 
en  el  campo.  Hay  307  familias  episcopales  en 
Puerto  Rico  que  pierdieron  sus  casas  y  todo  lo  que 
tenian,  y  muchos  otros  sufrieron  dano  a  sus 
hogares.  El  diocesis  les  ha  dado  de  $100  a  $250 
para  ayudarles  empezar  de  nuevo. 

A  pesar  de  lo  que  han  perdidos  ellos  mismos, 
las  iglesias  episcopales  de  Puerto  Rico  estan 
ocupandose  de  las  victimas  del  huracan  en  la 
Republica  Dominicana  y  en  Haiti.  Han  mandado 
medicina,  y  ahora  estan  coleccionando  ayuda  para 
la  gente  de  Honduras.  Nos  ruegan  que  juntamos 
con  ellos  en  mandar  ayuda  a  sus  hermanos  en  el 
Caribe  que  estan  sufriendo  a  causa  de  las  huracanes 
de  este  verano. 


Diocese  Undertakes  Plan  for  Preserving  and  Storing  Records 

by  Mack  Bell,  Historiographer 

■ 


FAYETTEVILLE —  The  consultant  working  on  a 
long-term  plan  for  preservation  and  storage  of 
diocesan  records  found  some  pleasant  surprises  in  the 
records  at  the  diocesan  house.  Don  Lennon,  director 
of  East  Carolina  University  Manuscript  Collection, 
said  he  also  found  "a  multitude  of  problems  that 
should  be  of  great  concern  to  everyone  interested  in 
the  history  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  eastern  North 
Carolina." 

Lennon  presented  a  preliminary  report  of  a  five- 
week  survey,  along  with  recommendations,  to  the 
second  annual  historians  meeting  November  7  at 
Holy  Trinity  Church,  Fayetteville. 

Lennon's  consultancy  is  financed  by  a  $2,000 
grant  from  the  State  Historical  Record  Advisory 
Board  of  North  Carolina.  His  findings,  he 
emphasized,  were  not  only  preliminary  but  also 
subject  to  dramatic  change  before  his  final  report. 

After  reading  the  report,  Bishop  Daniel  stated 
that  the  files  must  be  arranged  in  order;  proper 
storage,  including  book  shelves,  must  be  planned  for 
them;  and  someone  must  be  found  to  keep  the  files. 

In  Lennon's  talk  to  the  church  historians  in 
Fayetteville,  he  reported  that  his  "greatest  delight" 
was  finding  a  quantity  of  records  that  predate  the 
establishment  of  the  diocese  in  1883.  There  are 
minutes  and  financial  accounts  of  the  Albemarle 
Convocations  from  1859  to  1871,  as  well  as  the 
minutes  of  the  Pamlico  Convocations  from  1867 
to  1881. 

Dividing  the  records  into  ten  series  of  files, 
Lennon  gave  a  quick  overview  of  what  is  and  is  not 
in  the  files. 

The  bishop's  files  he  called  "frightfully  sparse 
and  almost  non-existent"  for  Alfred  A.  Watson, 
Robert  Strange,  Thomas  H.  Wright  and  Hunley 
Elebash.  The  most  substantive  item  for  Bishop 
Strange  is  a  diary  covering  the  period  of  1907  to 
1912.  For  Bishop  Wright  there  are  scattered  letters  in 
a  general  file  and  a  3 1  page  typescript  manuscript 
entitled  "Bishop  Wright  Visits  Alaska  and  the 
Orient." 

There  is  a  significant  quantity  of  records  for 
Bishop  Darst,  but  they  are  concentrated  in  the  period 
1936  and  1945,  with  very  few  documents  for  the 
period  between  1915  and  1936.  Material  for  Bishop 
Elebash  appears  to  be  limited  to  scattered 
correspondence  in  a  file  drawer  size  subject  file 
covering  the  period  from  1954  to  the  present. 
Records  of  Bishop  Sanders'  administration  are 
"probably  complete,"  according  to  Lennon,  but  they 
need  to  be  brought  together  in  a  coherent  body. 

Other  gaps  were  found  in  the  subject  and  general 
file  series,  which  are  basically  limited  to  the  period 
since  1954.  A  few  records  exist  for  the  1919-1920 
period. 

The  confirmation  records  appear  complete  from 
1915  to  the  present.  Whether  there  are  general  or 
record  files  for  the  period  between  1920  and  1954 
remains  to  be  seen. 

The  individual  church  series  contains  clippings, 
photographs,  church  histories,  programs  and  other 
materials  on  each  church,  along  with  some  parish 
histories  and  nine  original  parish  registers  dating 
between  1901  and  1963. 

Endowment  trust  fund  files  appear  to  be 
complete,  beginning  with  the  establishment  of 
the  Kenan  Trust  in  1953. 


Financial  records,  the  largest  records  series,  have 
few  substantive  files  prior  to  1965.  Trustee  ledgers 
do  cover  the  period  between  1 94 1  and  1 960.  Also  in 
this  series  are  files  dealing  with  insurance,  payroll, 
tax  matters,  grants,  cashbook  and  ledger  accounts, 
investment  summaries,  audits  and  other  like  matters. 

Records  of  the  churchwomen  occupy  a  full  file 
drawer  and  include  annual  reports,  manuals  and 
handbooks  for  the  years  between  1955  and  1979  as 
well  as  journals  containing  names  of  those  attending 
meetings  between  1916  and  1970,  a  ledger  of  receipts 
and  disbursements  covering  1938  to  1948,  and 
records  of  Churchwomen  or  Women's  Auxiliary 
convocations. 

A  bright  spot  in  the  records  picture  is  the 
photograph  collection,  the  bulk  of  which  is  housed  in 
acid-free  archival  boxes,  sleeved  in  acid  free  archival 
envelopes.  Two  boxes  of  more  recent  photographs 
remain  to  be  processed. 

"The  present  system  of  storage  should  be  a  cause 
for  some  alarm."  warned  Lennon,  who  is  also 
coordinator  of  special  collections  and  professor  of 
history  at  ECU.  "Rusty  paper  clips  and  staples  are 
common  and  some  file  drawers  are  so  overfilled  that 
it  is  impossible  to  access  the  material  without 
damaging  documents." 

Most  of  the  diocesan  journals  and  other 
publications  are  stacked  in  file  drawers  rather  than 
properly  shelved.  Other  instances  of  improper  filing 
were  found.  Papers  of  Bishop  Darst  and  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Drane  are  housed  in  turn-of-the-century  style  boxes 
that  contain  highly  acidic  index  dividers. 

Where,  Lennon  asked,  are  the  25  file  four-drawer 
file  cabinets  of  records  Bishop  Sanders  said  he 
inherited  in  1983?  "Was  he  exaggerating  the  number 
of  cabinets  or  were  some  records  left  in  Wilmington 
when  the  diocese  moved  to  Kinston?  Are  there 
descendants  of  other  bishops  who  may  have  files  in 
their  personal  possession?" 

Lennon  recommended  that  records  should  be 


reorganized,  re-filed  and  properly  maintained  to 
minimize  damage.  A  complete  run  of  journals 
should  be  bound  and  shelved  for  easy  access. 

The  location  of  the  existing  file  cabinets  in  a 
major  thoroughfare  of  the  diocesan  house  is  not 
conducive  to  proper  security  and  could  lead  to  loss  of 
important  historical  records.  It  happens  all  the  time 
that  some  individuals  feel  free  to  help  themselves 
from  unlocked  and  unsupervised  cabinets,  explained 
Lennon. 

"On  a  more  long-term  basis,"  advised  Lennon, 
"the  diocese  should  seriously  consider  the  permanent 
solution  to  its  records  problems."  Although  the 
diocesan  headquarters  is  a  very  handsome  and  well- 
designed  facility,  it  is  of  frame  construction  which 
mitigates  against  permanent  safety  of  records. 

The  records  should  be  maintained  in  a  secure 
space  —  a  separate  locked  room  —  where  records 
could  be  properly  shelved  in  archival  containers  and 
the  newly  rebound  printed  volumes  could  be  housed 
on  library  shelving. 

Several  alternatives  could  be  pursued: 

1 .  A  room  or  rooms  in  the  present  building  could  be 
renovated  to  provide  secure,  thorough  fire-protected 

space. 

2.  An  arrangement  might  be  reached  with  an 
established  archival  program  that  has  proper  facilitie 
to  preserve  the  records,  for  example,  North  Carolina 
State  Archives  or  a  state  university  library,  as  wouk 
the  University  of  the  South  at  Sewanee  which  aspire 
to  be  the  repository  for  the  28  owning  dioceses. 

3.  The  three  dioceses  in  North  Carolina  could  come 
together  and  cooperatively  establish  a  central 
archives  for  the  Episcopal  Church  statewide.  Thus 
they  could  justify  the  expense  of  employing  a  profes- 
sional archivist  and  provide  full  archival  security  and 
protection  for  the  records  all  three  dioceses. 
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LARC  East  XIII: 

Lutherans,  Anglicans,  Roman  Catholics  seek  to  define  organic  unity 

by  E.  T.  Malone  Jr. 


PINE  KNOLL  SHORES,  Nov.  10-1 1  —  The  Rev. 
Dr.  Vincent  Cushing,  OFM,  opened  his  remarks  to 
the  1 3th  annual  LARC  Conference  here  by  saying  he 
sees  the  ecumenical  movement  as  a  search  for 
"organic  unity."  During  the  next  24  hours  the  North 
Carolina  Lutheran,  Episcopal,  and  Roman  Catholic 
leaders  who  formed  his  audience  struggled  to  seek 
agreement  on  just  what  organic  unity  means. 

Cushing,  a  Franciscan  friar  ordained  to  the 
priesthood  in  1963,  has  served  for  the  past  27  years 
as  president  of  the  Washington  (D.C.)  Theological 
Union.  A  respected  authority  on  ecumenical 
relations,  he  was  president  of  the  Association  of 
Theological  Schools  in  the  United  States  and  Canada 
during  the  1980s. 

"The  highest  possible  goal  would  be  full 
communion  among  all  Christians,"  said  Cushing. 
"But  immediately  below  that  is  something  we  call 
organic  unity,  which  entails  sacramental,  doctrinal, 
and  spiritual  sharing." 

Some  people  think  the  path  to  unity  is  "You  join 
us,"  he  said.  Organic  unity  is  not  a  program  of 
"Come  home  to  Rome,"  but  it  is  also  not  a  matter  of 
peace  at  any  cost. 

Cushing  presented  three  lectures  —  afternoon, 
evening,  and  morning  —  after  which  participants 
met  in  small  discussion  groups  led  by  attending 
bishops  and  canons. 

The  conference  concluded  with  a  panel 
discussion  including  Bishop  Joseph  Gossman, 
Catholic  Diocese  of  Raleigh;  Bishop  Leonard  Bolick, 
Synod  of  North  Carolina  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  of  America  (ELCA);  Bishop  Clifton  Daniel 
3rd  and  Canon  Phil  Craig,  both  of  the  Episcopal 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  and  Canon  E.  T.  Malone 
Jr.,  Episcopal  Diocese  of  North  Carolina. 

Roman  Catholic  Bishop  William  Curlin  (Diocese 
of  Charlotte)  also  attended  the  conference. 

Cushing  asked  whether  Christians  "can  get 
beyond  the  tokenism  we  engage  in,  the  once-a-year 


coffee  and  Danish  during  the  Week  of  Christian 
Unity." 

A  communion  of  communions 

He  suggested  that  "organic  unity"  might  be 
achieved  not  through  creation  of  some  sort  of  super 
non-denominational  church  but  rather  by  a 
"communion  of  communions."  In  this  model  existing 
traditions  would  retain  their  distinctiveness  but  come 
together  on  the  things  they  have  in  common.  "This 
confronts  us  with  very  serious  issues  of  what  is  the 
substance  of  our  faith,"  he  pointed  out. 

"We  Roman  Catholics  have  looked  at  Lutherans 
and  Anglicans  somewhat  as  unfaithful  in-laws  who 
have  left  the  family  for  no  good  reason,"  he  quipped. 
"But  there  must  be  mutual  respect,"  he  urged.  "We 
must  drop  our  comfortable  prejudices  against  one 
another." 

Is  there  a  possibility  of  the  communion  of 
bishops  yet  divergence  in  other  ways?  he  asked. 

Is  the  most  effective  path  to  unity  doctrinal  unity? 

Cushing  said  Christianity  is  best  understood  as  a 
radical  communion  of  people  and  bishops  with  other 
churches. 

Roman  Catholicism  in  the  past  has  had  a 
tendency  to  view  other  churches  as  sociological 
gatherings  of  well-intentioned  people,  but  not  as 
valid  churches,  he  said. 

Vatican  II  said  the  Roman  Catholics  would 
acknowledge  the  "churchly  realism"  of  other 
churches  and  confessions,  but  the  Roman  church 
does  not  recognize  the  validity  of  Anglican 
ordinations.  Vatican  II  also  said  that  the  true  Church 
of  Christ  "subsists"  in  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
but  that  elements  of  it  exist  in  other  communions. 

In  the  discussions  that  followed,  participants 
talked  about  the  validity  and  fairness  of  such 
statements. 

There  are  four  identifying  marks  of  a  true  church, 
said  Cushing.  It  must  have  preaching,  servanthood, 


community,  and  eucharist. 

Cushing  said  the  Roman  church  has  a  "nostalgia 
for  triumphalism."  He  believes  that  clericalism  is 
making  a  comeback.  "Handling  of  dissent  within  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  is  a  problem,"  he  said.  "The 
bond  of  charity  is  sometimes  not  maintained." 

Still,  there  is  hope,  he  noted.  He  sees  a  re- 
appropriation  of  ecumenism  within  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church.  And  there  is  now  a  wider  respect  for 
theological  scholarship,  so  that  sometimes  one  can 
make  a  case  for  change. 

"Ministry  has  to  encompass  the  ministry  of  the 
faithful  as  it  is  experienced  in  the  community.  But  not 
everything  in  the  community  is  good.  We  must  test  it. 
We  are  not  simply  blotters  of  the  community,"  he 
said. 

Hierarchy  should  always  be  within  the  context  of 
the  community  and  at  its  service,  he  noted.  "But  too 
much  egalitarianism  leads  to  chaos  and  endangers  our 
communion."  Hierarchy  should  be  inclusive  and 
integrative,  balancing  unity  with  diversity,  he 
observed.  "The  Church  is  not  a  democracy,  but  it  is 
not  a  dictatorship  either." 

He  called  the  current  papacy  "vibrant  and 
powerful,  acting  on  principle. ..but  difficult  to  work 
with  internally." 

In  the  panel  discussion  that  followed.  Bishop 
Gossman  said  that  the  North  Carolina  Council  of 
Churches  has  shied  away  from  discussions  of 
doctrine.  "The  Council  has  a  better  track  record  on 
social  issues  than  anything  else,"  he  said. 

Bishop  Daniel,  noting  that  Cushing  had  said 
perhaps  something  is  lacking  in  all  our  ordinations, 
observed,  "Wouldn't  it  be  wonderful  if  we  could  each 
give  and  receive  the  gifts  that  would  fill  those  empty 
places?" 

—  Ted  Malone  is  director  of  communications  for  the  Diocese 
of  North  Carolina. 


Looking  for  a  unique  and  heart- felt  gift?  Give  someone  you 
care  about  a  quiet  moment  with  God  —  give  a  gift  certificate  to 
a  1 999  quiet  day  or  retreat  at  Trinity  Center. 

For  a  personalized  gift  certificate,  complete  the  gift 
registration  and  return  it  with  a  check  to  Nancy  Craig,  Diocese 
of  East  Carolina,  P.O.  Box  1336,  Kinston,  NC  28540. 


1999  Quiet  Days 

Winter   February  4 

Spring   May  6 

Summer  July  22 

Fall  October  14 


1999  Retreats 

Clergy  Lenten  February  28-March  2 

Diocesan  Lenten  ..March  1 9-2 1 
Advent   December  3-5 
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SLOW  DOWN.  QUIET. 

Twenty-six  days  and  a  variety  of  ways  to  to 


SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER  29 

FIRST  SUNDAY  OF  ADVENT 

Make  Cor  bay)  an  Advent  wreath 
and  light  itevery  evening- 
Add  a  candle  each  Sunday 


sunday,  december  6 
Second  sunbay  of  advent 


THIRD  SUNDAY  OF  ADVENT 


Fourth  sdnday  of  advent 


MONDAY,  NOVEMBER  30 

Simplify* 
Simplify. 

-Henry  David  Du>r*au 


(He  must  have  been  "talking  about 
Advent.) 


MONDAY,  DECEMBER  7 
Be  welcoming  or  Kind  or  helpful 
to  a  Stranger. 

"Often,  often  comes  the  Christ  in 
the  stronger*  quise 

*  -Gaelic  rune 


^/  Think  about 
1  'someone  you 
rrrtss.  Give  that 
person  a  call. Or 
write  a  note.  Let 
■them  know  vou  care 
about  them. 


FEAST  OF  ST.THOMAS 


Skeptics,  tote  Dole 
In  these  last  days 
©f  Advent,  we 
honor  "Thomas 
who  had  trouble 
.  believing  -even 
when  he  looked 
into  the  face  of 
-me  risen  Christ. 


TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  1 
FEAST  OF  NICHOLAS  FERRAR 

who  founded  a  religious  commun- 
ity at  Little  Giddina  in  nth  c 
England..  ' 

Vk  shall  not  ceast  from  cylwaJtw>v 
(And  tki  trd  ofmr  exptorma 
Witt,  be  to  arrive  rvhert  we  started 
(Andkrwifaffajvcfafatiin* 

-1.s.euott  , 
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TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  b 


Worried  about  the  troubled 
places  in  the  world?  pray  for  mem 


Bead  Psalm  13Q  and  think 
about  what  it  means  for  the 
soul  to  wait.  After  all,  this 
Season  presents  many  oppor- 
tunities to  wait. 


You  may  have  had  enough  of 
scandal  this  year,  but  reflect  on  the 
more  edifying  (and  important) 
'Scandal  of  particularity?  that  God 
entered  human  history  and  was 
bom  and  lived 
one  of 


WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  2 

Share  -your  Christmas  prepara- 
tion with  a  friend  or  your  family 
Don't  do  it  all  yourself. 


WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  9 

Bead  Isaiah  U:\-9. Think  about 
h°v<  people  waited  for  Jesus' 
birth. Think  about  how  -they 
waited  for  better  times,  when 
all  creation  will  live  in  peace 


WEDNE^ 
Beethoven's  bv 


Hhday.Wha 
Hymn376.it 


Wherever 
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|  even  help  wth  road  ro^L_ 


JOYFUljom.ltf  ADORE  THEE 


3 


Take  time  1o  rest.  CA  very  counter- 
culture -mingtodo  at  this  point 
in  the  season).  Remember  what 
St.  Augustine  saki  The  heart  is 
restless  untiij  * 
rest  in  thee* 
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T'S  ADVENT! 

p  faith  with  the  season 


MBER3 


kea  quiet 
ice  in  your 
use  and 
iy  in  it 
«n  briefly> 
ch  day. 
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FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  4 

Feeling  empty  ?<3od  never 
wastes  anything,  even  oar 
emptiness- 


FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  11 


Sometimes  Advent  is  a  wilder- 

Bess  experience, 
on't  be  afraid  to  explore  it. 


IDAY,  DECEMBERS 

Mnou  anticipate  holiday 
gatherings ,  remem  ber  the 
wisdom  of  Anatole  prance: 
4Vt  is  difficult  to  be  a  saint 
in  the  midst  cfonefrttamily.> 

THATSPcRl 


THE  FEAST  OF  THE  NATIVITY 


SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  5 

Tomorrow  in  church  we  read 
Matthew  3  ;  Mi .  Read  it  ahead 
of  time  and  thin*,  about 
John  the  Baptist  and  how  he 
prepaid  for  Christ's  arrival. 


r 


toftp  of  fyt%Qt*. 
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SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  12 

Tomorrow  in  church  we  read 
iAatthew  R  :2-H,  the  story  of 
John  the  Baptist  in  prison.  Read 
it  ahead  of  time-  Think  and 
pray  about  those  in  prison. 


Tomorrow  in  church  We  read 
Matthew  I*  i«-i5  m  Which  we 
hear  that  Marys  child  will  be  r 
called  Emmanuel.  To  pteoare  tor 
-Sunday,  read  -this  aojpel  and 
sing  Hymn  56  xO  came,  Ocowe 
Errimanuel  i  All  the  great 
Advent  themes  are  in  it. 


Remember  that  Christmas  is 
more  -than  one  day.  It  is  a 
season  lasting  until 
Epiphany,  so  keep  on 
celebrating  Jesus' 
arrival.  A 


This  is  the  irrational  season 
When  love  blooms  bright  and  wild 
Had  Mary  been  filled  with  reason 
There'd  have  been  no  room  for  the  child. 

—  Madeline  L'Engle 
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Seeing  Christ  in  the  Eyes  of  the  Stranger 

A  meditation  in  the  season  of  Advent 


by  Katerina  K.  Whitley 

I  am  writing  this  as  the  news  from  the 
devastation  wrought  on  Central  America  by 
Hurricane  Mitch  gets  bleaker  and  bleaker.  Too 
enormous  for  the  mind  to  comprehend,  too 
painful  for  the  heart  to  take  in.  Like  that 
passage  in  the  Gospel  of  Matthew  that  I  have 
difficulty  in  confronting.  It  is  the  slaughter  of  the 
innocents,  as  the  Church  decided  to  call  it,  the 
massacre  of  the  infants  because  Herod  could  not 
find  the  one  infant  he  really  wanted  to  kill,  the 
incarnate  son  of  God  born  of  Mary,  a  peasant 
girl  from  Nazareth.  (Matthew  2:13-23) 

Matthew  tells  us  that,  in  order  to  spare  the 
child  Jesus,  Joseph  was  warned  by  an  angel  to 
take  the  mother  and  the  child  and  to  flee  to 
Egypt  and  stay  there  until  further  notice.  This  is 
one  of  those  stories  that  have  entered  the  lore  of 
wonder-filled  and  terror-filled  accounts 
associated  with  the  incarnation.  So  many 
promises,  so  many  terrors.  The  promised  one, 
the  child  called  a  savior,  is  almost  immediately 
forced  into  the  state  of  a  refugee.  It  is  a  blessing 
that  infants  forget  what  happened  to  them  in 
infancy;  it  is  the  mothers  and  fathers  who 
remember. 

I  have  visited  many  museums  recently  and 
have  spent  hours  looking  at  early  photographs  of 
human  misery  in  the  20th  century:  of  the  two 
world  wars,  of  people  arriving  at  Ellis  Island,  of 
terrified  human  beings  running  from  bombs. 
And  I  always  focus  on  the  faces  of  the  babies 
held  in  the  desperate  arms  of  mothers.  I  see 
them  sleeping  peacefully,  secure  in  the  arms  that 
hold  them.  For  them,  those  arms  of  love  are 
enough.  But  oh,  the  terror  in  the  faces  of  the 
parents  who  hold  them!  Those  faces  tell  me,  "If 
only  I  were  by  myself,  it  wouldn't  matter  this 
much.  But  now  that  I  have  this  child  to  care  for, 
all  my  fears  are  for  him,  all  my  worry  is  for 
her."  And  I  find  myself  weeping  for  these 
mothers  now  long  dead.  I  wonder  what 
happened  to  them.  What  kind  hands  were 
stretched  to  them  to  rescue  them  from  the 
despair  of  being  a  refugee? 

When  I  was  still  a  child  in  Greece,  I  read  a 
powerful  novel  about  the  greatest  refugee 
disaster  to  ever  hit  my  country.  In  the 
Catastrophe  of  '21,  as  it  is  known  in  Greece,  one 

Ei 


and  a  half  million  Greeks  from  Asia  Minor  were 
forced  from  the  land  where  their  ancestors  had 
dwelled  for  centuries  back  into  the  Greek 
mainland.  They  were  known  as  the  refugees, 
pr^sphyges,  those  who  run  to....  The  Greek  word 
doesn't  define  to  what.  But  the  meaning  of  the 
word,  to  a  child  who  knew  nothing  of 
etymology,  was  one  of  sorrow.  I  could  see  it  in 
the  faces  of  refugees  two  decades  later.  Some  of 
them  never  felt  at  home  in  the  mainland  because, 
for  them,  their  home  was  back  where  their  roots 
had  been  for  generations. 

We  cannot  understand  the  sorrow  of  the 
refugee  experience  unless  we  have  lived  it.  To 
leave  everything  behind;  to  abandon  all  that  is 
familiar;  to  run  toward  the  mercy  or  derision  of 
others;  to  lose  your  identity;  to  even  have  your 
name  changed  by  strangers  who  cannot  or  will 
not  pronounce  the  name  given  to  you  by  your 
parents.  This  is  some  of  what  it  means  to  be  a 
refugee. 

The  Incarnate  Christ  who  lived  through  the 
human  experience  of  pain,  lived  the  life  of  the 
refugee  also.  He  was  an  infant,  so  like  other 
refugee  infants  in  the  history  of  the  human  race, 
he  was  not  aware  of  his  status  of  homelessness. 
But  his  parents  were.  What  was  it  like  to  cross 
into  the  Sinai  Desert  where  Egypt  began  in  those 
days?  How  long  did  it  take  them?  What 
hardships  did  they  undergo? 

Whether  this  story  of  the  flight  into  Egypt  is 
a  creation  of  tradition  only  and  not  of  fact,  it 
does  not  matter.  What  does  matter  is  that  Jesus 
grew  up  knowing  what  it  meant  to  have 
"nowhere  to  lay  his  head."  In  that  he  shared  the 
experience  of  millions  upon  millions  of  men, 
women  and  children.  He  had  compassion  for  the 
stranger,  and  urged  his  followers  to  share  their 
food  and  drink,  clothes  and  shelter  with  them. 
(Matthew  25:31-46) 

In  this  rich  land  of  ours,  lost  and  lonely  and 
frightened  people  in  danger  of  losing  their  lives 
and  their  families  if  they  remain  in  their 
homelands  have  come  to  find  refuge.  They  come 
after  facing  great  personal  danger  and, 
oftentimes,  after  experiencing  torture.  If  they 
already  have  a  member  of  their  family  here,  the 
arrival  is  not  as  traumatic  as  for  those  who  know 


no  one.  Many  arrive  from  countries  that  have  n 
emerged  from  the  last  century  into  the 
technological  marvel  and  terror  of  the  most 
industrialized  country  on  earth.  They  arrive 
knowing  no  English.  In  most  cases,  it  is  the 
church  that  stretches  the  welcoming  hand. 

In  my  travels  to  the  dioceses  of  the  Episco 
Church  I  have  met  many  refugees,  from  black- 
skinned  Sudanese  and  Liberians  to  pale  Russia 
and  Bosnians.  There  is  something  in  their  eyes 
that  I  recognize —  the  sadness  of  having  left 
loved  ones  behind;  the  distance  of  those  who  a 
not  at  home  with  the  language;  the  timidity  of 
those  who  are  still  in  an  unknown  territory.  Th 
smile  is  tentative,  the  handshake  uncertain.  An 
have  seen  what  wonders  are  wrought  by  the 
people  of  God  on  these  lives. 

One  of  the  most  innovative  and  effective 
programs  is  that  of  the  Institute  of  Education 
Advocacy  in  Minneapolis,  which  has  strong 
connections  to  the  Episcopal  Church.  There 
refugees  and  immigrants  are  taught  English  s 
that  the  language  barriers  fall  and  strangers  fe 
a  part  of  their  new  community.  Their  method  i 
teaching  English  is  unique.  It  is  based  on  the 
great  legacy  of  democracy,  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  and  the  Bill  of  Rights.  In  that 
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Meeting  God  at  the  Gate 


by  Matt  Stockard 


In  December  of  1 989,  I  was  the  eager,  new 
Rector  of  St.  Paul's  Church,  Beaufort.  On  the 
Friday  night  before  Christmas  of  that  year  we 
heard  a  weather  report  that  indicated  that  the 
clear  cold  day  would  conclude  with  around 
seven  inches  of  snow.  "Nonsense,"  I  thought, 
"we  live  at  the  beach."  The  forecasters  seemed 
serious,  so  by  8  o'clock  that  evening,  we  were 
on  the  road  to  Wilmington,  to  retrieve  Lisa's 
mom  before  the  anticipated  snows  began.  I,  of 
course,  thought  we  would  beat  the  storm.  The 
snow  commenced  as 

we  drove  into  Wilmington  around  10  o'clock. 
We  met  Lisa's  mother  at  the  appointed  place, 
and  Lisa  drove  with  her  back  to  Beaufort.  I 
drove  home  alone. 

Now,  I  grew  up  in  Greensboro,  and  am  a 
Sewanee  graduate.  I've  seen  snow.  But  I  had  to 
come  to  East  Carolina  to  see  a  snow  like  this 
one.  The  ground  and  air  were  the  same  color 
within  minutes  of  its  beginning.  I  had  never  seen 
such  snow.  Visibility  was  poor.  In  driving 
through  Camp  Lejeune,  I  was  overwhelmed  by  a 
tremendous  sense  of  anxiety  and  loneliness.  The 
light  played  odd  tricks  in  the  dense  blizzard. 


Accompanied  only  by  my  headlights  and  the 
snow,  the  blackness  of  the  night  seemed  to 
enclose  me.  The  snow  was  no  longer  pretty,  or 
interesting,  just  a  threat  to  my  travel.  I  saw  no 
other  car,  only  whiteness  everywhere,  not  even 
a  clear  road. 


For  our  sake,  God  is  wrapped 
in  swaddling  clothes  and  rests 
in  a  manger. 


After  an  eternity,  the  gate  appeared  before 
me.  A  short,  shivering  sentry  wished  me  well, 
and  said  "Merry  Christmas."  I  was  never  so 
glad  to  see  another  human  being.  To  me,  he  was 
as  good  as  a  whole  hoard  of  angel  choristers 
singing  "Glory  to  God." 

Christmas  is  of  such  great  importance  to 
Episcopalians  because  our  theology  places  such 
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northern  state,  people  from  warm  climes  have 
found  a  home,  Somalis  and  Hmong  among 
them. 

In  the  city  of  Rochester,  New  York,  a  young 
Sudanese  man  who  escaped  dangers  that  would 
break  the  strongest  among  us,  flashes  his  sweet 
luminous  smile  while  he  works  at  the  check-out 
counter  of  one  of  the  local  supermarkets. 

Back  in  Minnesota,  a  young  Liberian,  with 
deeply  hurt  eyes,  tells  of  his  harrowing  five  days 
and  nights  of  trying  to  escape  from  murderous 
thugs.  He  is  safe  now;  life  begins  anew,  but  he 
longs  to  go  help  others. 

A  Bosnian  family,  the  warmth  of  their  love 
and  their  happiness  in  being  safe  together 
filling  their  apartment,  know  that  they  will 
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never  return. 

In  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  Bosnian 
families,  wounded  from  the  civil  war  that 
destroyed  their  country  and  memories,  are 
finding  homes  and  jobs  because  church  people 
organized  to  resettle  them. 

And  the  examples  multiply  as  one  travels 
and  finds  the  people  of  God  working  on 
resettling  those  who  have  lost  their  homes.  It 
usually  starts  with  one  person  fully  committed 
to  seeing  that  the  refugees  find  a  home  here. 
Around  that  one  person,  a  handful  of  others 
gather  to  help.  And  what  of  the  rest  of  us?  Is  it 
enough  for  us  to  contribute  some  pots  and  pans 
and  clothes?  Those  are  needed,  yes,  but  where 
does  our  responsibility  end? 
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great  emphasis  on  the  doctrine  of  the 
Incarnation.  The  awe  and  majesty  of  this  feast 
comes  from  the  miracle  of  God  seeking  us  in 
the  middle  of  a  sin-wracked,  love-starved,  God- 
killing  world.  God  takes  on  our  frailty  and 
limitations  to  be  with  us,  to  show  us  the 
ultimate  revelation  of  love.  For  our  sake,  God 
takes  on  need.  For  our  sake,  God  takes  on 
weakness.  For  our  sake,  God  is  wrapped  in 
swaddling  clothes  and  rests  in  a  manger.  God  in 
Christ  shares  the  fullness  of  our  experience.  God 
has  hungered,  and  wept,  been  ignorant,  hurt, 
betrayed,  cold,  lonely.  All  of  this  so  that  we 
might  know  that  what  we  are,  Christ  has  been. 

There  was  no  midnight  mass  at  St.  Paul's 
Church  that  Christmas  Eve  of  1989,  but  I'll 
always  remember  that  incredible  incarnational 
moment  at  a  gate  in  Camp  Lejeune.  We  all 
travel  on  pathways  that  are  sometimes  obscured; 
our  roads  are  seldom  constantly  clear.  Pray  that 
we  may  have  the  grace  to  see  the  Christ  in  those 
we  meet  every  day. 

—  Matt  Stockard  is  the  rector  of  St.  Paul  s,  in  Beaufort. 


During  this  season  of  Advent  and  Christmas 
let  us  move  to  the  next  step.  Let  us  seek  out  the 
human  being  behind  the  refugee:  look  into  the 
eyes  of  the  stranger  and  see  the  Christ  there; 
know  the  person  and  call  him  and  her  by  name. 
The  work  of  resettlement  is  very  difficult  and 
draining.  It  should  not  fall  on  the  shoulders  of 
just  one  person  and  a  committee.  We  should  all 
join  in  and  carry  some  of  the  burden. 

"Do  not  lag  in  zeal,  be  ardent  in  spirit,  serve 
the  Lord.  Rejoice  in  hope,  be  patient  in 
suffering,  persevere  in  prayer.  Contribute  to  the 
needs  of  the  saints;  extend  hospitality  to  the 
strangers. "  Romans  12:11-13. 
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Biblical  Monologues  Reveal  the  Hearts  of  Women 


Speaking  for  ourselves: 
Voices  of  Biblical  Women 

By  Katerina  K.  Whitley 
Morehouse  Publishing  $10.95. 


12  pages. 


Reviewed  by  The  Rev.  Judson  T.  Mayfield 

By  giving  authentic  voice  to  twelve  of  our 
strong,  suffering  mothers  (ranging  from  Mary,  the 
new  Eve,  to  Gomer,  the  sacred  prostitute  of  Baal 
whom  God  commanded  the  Prophet  Hosea  to 
marry),  Ms.  Whitley  tells  spell-binding  stories  and 
brings  us  face  to  face  with  God.  Each  of  the 
women  focuses  her  soul  on  the  companion  who 
sits  before  her  and  pushes  aside  her  veil  so  that 
through  her  eyes  we  can  glimpse  the  thoughts  of 
her  heart.  Through  long  years  spent  in  the  "school 
of  suffering,"  all  who  speak  have  been  freed  from 
the  need  to  impress  us  and  set  themselves  in  the 
right;  they  simply  share  their  stories  because  that  is 
a  gift  that  friends  bestow  on  one  another  and 
mothers  owe  their  children.  As  we  listen,  we  walk 
beside  them  and  catch  glimpses  of  Immanuel. 

They  are  a  diverse  group,  these  mothers 
of  ours. 

•    Mother  Mary  and  Elizabeth  (John  the  Baptist's 
mother)  are  "beyond  my  ken":  their  holiness 
and  goodness  make  me  unable  to  empathize 


with  them,  though  I  rejoice  in  their  earthiness 
and  their  outstretched  arms.  Their  stories 
make  us  face  an  awesome  dimension  of  God's 
election  and  our  perceiving  his  angels 
(messengers):  a  call  to  bare  our  hearts  to  the 
sword  thrust  of  love; 

•  a  successful  entrepreneur  and  power-broker 
(Lydia); 

•  a  victim  of  rape  by  her  brother  and  neglect  by 
her  father  (Tamar); 

•  an  abused,  cynical  woman  whose  men  sat  in 
the  seat  of  power  (Michal); 

•  an  earthy,  stay-at-home  housewife  who  "kept 
the  home  fires  burning"  while  her  man  turned 
the  world  upside-down  (Peter's  wife);  et.  al. 

Each  speaks  from  her  soul,  dares  to  be  herself, 
"makes  her  complaint"  to  the  God  of  her  life 
(Psalm  22),  and  is  embraced  by  mercy  and 
anointed  with  grace  and  power. 

When  you  pick  up  Speaking  for  Ourselves, 
allot  three  or  four  hours  for  reading  it,  settle  down 
in  a  comfortable  chair,  and  get  ready  for  a  feast. 
You  will  not  want  to  put  it  down  until  you  have 
read  all  the  stories,  except  to  dry  tears  of  inter- 
mingled sorrow  and  joy. 

—  Katerina  Whitley  (Katy)  is  available  for  presentations  of  these 
monologues  and  for  book  signings.  Please  ask  your  local 
bookstore  for  the  book  or  call  Morehouse,  800/R77-0012. 


A  Reluctant  Pilgrim 

by  Alicia  Alford 


Recently,  I  was  given  a  gift.  I  attended  Cursillo 
#59  at  Trinity  Center. 

Now,  for  those  of  you  who  have  never  attended 
Cursillo  and  can't  imagine  that  you  ever  will,  and 
for  those  who  are  put  off  by  the  funny  vocabulary 
and  the  veil  of  secrecy  that  surrounds  the 
experience,  please  keep  reading. 

You  see,  I  went  reluctantly.  At  the  time  that  my 
husband  and  I  sent  in  our  application,  it  seemed 
like  a  great  idea.  But  as  the  weekend  drew  closer,  I 
was  having  serious  second  thoughts. 

Among  many  fears,  I  was  afraid  that  the  whole 
thing  would  be  to  "cutesy"  for  me.  I  might  have  to 
give  too  many  hugs  or  open  up  more  than  I  was 
prepared  to  do.  It  just  didn't  seem  for  me. 

As  my  husband  and  I  packed  on  Thursday,  we 
bantered  back  and  forth  about  whose  great  idea  this 
was.  Even  as  we  arrived  at  Trinity  Center,  I 
wondered  what  I  was  doing  there. 

Over  the  course  of  the  weekend,  several 
candidates  or  pilgrims,  as  we  were  called, 


expressed  their  initial  trepidation.  It  seems  I 
wasn't  the  only  pilgrim  with  cold  feet. 

Our  fears  were  soon  swept  aside.  What  we 
experienced  was  an  incredibly  warm,  supportive, 
encouraging,  loving,  Christ-filled  community. 

Over  the  course  of  the  weekend,  we  laughed. 
We  sang.  We  cried.  We  prayed  and  we  grew. 

We  saw  Christ  personified.  We  saw  the  living 
Church. 

We  made  friends  with  each  other,  with 
ourselves  and  with  Christ. 

The  experience  was  overwhelming  in  an 
awesome  and  magnificent  way.  It  was  an 
experience  meant  to  be  shared. 

If  you  are  not  sure  that  Cursillo  is  for  you,  go 
anyway.  Give  yourself  a  gift,  be  a  reluctant 
pilgrim. 

Cursillo  weekends  are  held  twice  a  year  at 
Trinity  Center.  You  may  see  your  rector  for  an 
application. 
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Voices  of  Biblical  Women 


Resolutions  for  Spiritual  Health  1999 


by  John  Powell 


Editor's  Note:  This  was  originally  published  in 
1995,  but  the  resolutions  still  have  relevance  as 
we  move  toward  a  new  millennium. 

It  is  traditional  on  New  Year's  Eve  to  make 
resolutions  for  the  next  twelve  months.  Many 
such  resolutions  are  made  in  an  attempt  to 
achieve  idealized  mental  visions  of  ourselves, 
and  often  such  resolutions  are  unrealistic.  For 
example,  males  and  females  alike  list  "going  on  a 
diet"  as  a  top  priority  resolution.  In  our  mind's 
eye,  we  may  see  ourselves  strolling  along  the 
beach,  with  a  model's  physique.  Yet  our  average 
bodies  will  not  equal  Hollywood  standards,  no 
matter  what  we  do.  Even  if  our  weight 
objectives  were  met,  our  genetic  physical 
structures  will  not  allow  us  to  meet  fantasized 
images. 

Rather  than  setting  realistic  goals,  we 
frequently  hold  on  to  unachievable,  romanticized 
ones.  When  progress  toward  such  elusive  goals 
bogs  us  down,  we  tend  to  quickly  discard  the 
goals  altogether. 

For  instance,  some  years  ago  I  would  set  a 
personal  resolution  of  becoming  "super 
organized"  each  New  Year's  Eve.  All  types  of 
appointment  books  and  filing  systems  were  tried, 
but  I  was  never  able  to  achieve  my  mental  ideal. 
Year  after  year,  I  would  set  my  "super  organized" 
goal  only  to  have  it  discarded  by  late  January. 

I  shared  my  frustration  with  a  colleague,  and 
she  commented  that  I  thought  in  an  "organized, 
outline-like  manner".  She  continued  by  saying, 
"why  bruise  yourself  emotionally  trying  to 
achieve  perfection  —  just  figure  out  how  you 
can  keep  a  balance." 

I  began  observing  that  many  writers  and 
scholars  mentioned  that  they  were  most 
productive  when  they  achieved,  as  one  said, 
"organized  chaos."  So  now,  rather  than  trying  to 
completely  restructure  my  life,  I  concentrate  on 
fine  tuning  and  main-taining  a  healthy  balance 
that  affords  enough  structure  and  yet  allows  for 
unstructured,  creative  time. 

Another  fallacy  is  for  us  to  set  resolutions 


that  are  superficial  rather  than  concentrating  on 
more  important,  substantive  matters. 
Psychoanalyst  Erich  Fromm,  in  his  book  To 
Have  or  to  Be?,  distinguished  between  "to  have" 
goals  that  lead  to  self-centeredness  and  "to  be" 
goals  that  lead  to  interdependence  —  i.e. 
appreciating  our  own  worth  but  connecting  our 
life  to  the  welfare 
of  others. 

When  we  concentrate  on  "having,"  we 
acquire  acquisitions  but  usually  little  else. 
Setting  "to  be"  goals  leads  us  on  paths  of 
discovery;  we  discover  more  about  ourselves, 
others  we  interact  with,  and  the  ecological 
environment  upon  which  we  depend.  Seeking 
"to  be"  means  that  we  strive  to  lift  our  lives  to 
their  highest  values  —  thus  we  live  richer,  fuller 
lives.  With  this  in  mind,  here  are  some 
suggestions  that  may  help  you  to  set  resolutions 
that  can  enhance  your  spiritual  health  in  1999: 

1.  Seek  to  be  warmer  and  more  responsive  to 
those  you  love  and  those  you  associate  with. 

Share  your  feelings —  don't  hesitate  to  say  "I 
love  you"  when  it  is  appropriate. 

2.  Claim  time  for  yourself  so  that  you  can 
develop  and  grow  emotionally  and  spiritually. 

Remember  that  you  are  "one  of  a  kind"  —  no 
one  else  is  like  you  are,  so  develop  your  own 
uniqueness.  You  bring  special  talents  and  gifts 
to  share  with  others,  but  you  also  need  to  take 
care  of  yourself. 

3.  Choose  a  theme  for  1999  that  you  want 
to  explore  and  develop  for  yourself. 

For  example,  you  may  wish  to  expand  your 
artistic  talents.  Skill  building  classes  may  be 
taken,  and  trips  to  museums  may  be  planned. 
By  year's  end,  you  will  likely  have  enjoyed 
yourself  and  at  the  same  time  you  will 
have  developed  another  facet  of  your 
personality  —  in  this  example,  a  love  for 
and  an  appreciation  of  art. 


4.  Remember  that  you  do  not  need  to 
completely  remake  yourself. 

You  already  possess  many  strengths  and  personal 
resources.  Discover  your  best  qualities  and  build 
upon  them. 

5.  Associate  with  those  you  can  learn  from 
and  who  are  willing  to  learn  from  you. 

Seek  to  share  and  learn  to  receive.  Be  willing  to 
accept  leadership  roles,  but  avoid  the  temptation 
to  dominate  and  control  others. 

6.  Don't  rush  through  1999.  Take  time  to 
enjoy  the  seasons,  your  family,  your  friends,  and 
the  beauty  of  Eastern  North  Carolina. 

7.  Claim  victories  and  celebrate  your 
accomplishments. 

8.  Plan  ahead  —  be  prudent,  but  try  not  to 
worry  about  every  eventuality. 

Look  as  much  as  possible  upon  new 
circumstances  as  opportunities. 

9.  Practice  forgiveness,  and  when  possible 
reconciliation. 

10.  Remember  God  loves  us  for  who  we  are. 

We  can  grow  spiritually  and  emotionally  when 
we  commune  with  God,  but  we  cannot  earn 
God's  love  —  it  is  already  present  for  us  to  rely 
on. 

1 

11.  Live  each  day  to  its  fullest  potential.  We 

do  not  know  what  the  next  day  brings,  but  we 
can  savor  the  joys  of  today.  So  take  time  to 
reflect  upon  and  appreciate  your  family,  your 
friends,  your  community,  your  vocation  and  your 
life  —  one  day  at  a  time  throughout  1999. 

—  Dr.  John  Powell  is  a  professor  in  the  School  of  Social  Work 
and  Criminal  Justice  Studies  at  East  Carolina  University. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  St.  Paul  s,  Greenville. 
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Offering  a  Constant —  God's  Presence  in  Military  Communities 


Cooke  Joins  15th  Annual  Observance  of  Beirut  Bombing 


by  Alicia  Alford 


JACKSONVILLE  —  On  a  cool  sunny  day  in 
October,  approximately  350  men  and  women 
gathered  in  a  pine-shaded  glean  off  Highway  24 
between  Jacksonville  and  Camp  Lejeune,  North 
Carolina.   Military  and  civilian  neighbors  from  near 
and  far  stood  united  in  their  grief  and  their  gratitude 
for  241  servicemen  and  women  killed  15  years  ago 
half-way  around  the  world. 

They  stood  before  the  Beirut  Memorial,  a  white 
marble  wall  enscribed  with  the  simple  phrase,  "They 
came  in  peace."  In  the  center  of  the  broken  wall 
stands  a  solitary  soldier —  a  peacekeeper. 

The  crowd  came  to  the  memorial,  sometimes 
known  as  the  "other  wall,"  to  mark  the  1 5th 
anniversary  of  the  Beirut  bombing.  The  annual 
Beirut  Memorial  Observance  is  held  every  year  on 
Oct.  23  to  honor  those  servicemen  and  women  killed 
during  the  suicide  attack  on  the  Battalion  Landing 
Team  eighth  headquarters  building  in  Beirut, 
Lebanon.  Those  men  and  women  were  deployed  to 
Beirut  as  the  American  contingent  to  a  multi- 
national peace  keeping  force. 

During  the  observance,  the  Rev.  James  C. 
Cooke,  rector  of  St.  Anne's,  Jacksonville,  read  the 
convocation.  Cooke  joined  Jacksonville  Mayor 
George  Jones,  Major  General  Ray  L.  Smith,  the 
Commanding  General  of  Camp  Lejeune,  retired 
Major  Robert  T.  Jordan,  the  Executive  Director  of 
the  Beirut  Veterans  of  America  and  General  Charles 
Krulak,  the  Commandant  of  the  Marine  Corps,  in 


paying  homage  to  the  sacrifice 
made  by  the  men  and  women 
killed  in  the  Beirut  bombing. 

Mrs.  Judith  Young,  the  mother 
of  a  serviceman  killed  in  the 
bombing,  read  "The  Other  Wall,"  < 
poem  written  by  R.A.  Gannon. 
Among  those  laying  wreaths  on 
the  wall  was  the  Rev.  Danny  G. 
Wheeler,  pastor  of  Milltown 
Lutheran  Church  in  Milltown. 
Wisconsin.  Wheeler  was  one  of 
the  few  survivors  pulled  from  the 
barrack  wreckage. 

"There  was  a  respectful 
solemnity  and  dignity —  a  sense 
of  gratitude  among  the  crowd 
gathered,"  explained  Cooke.  "It 
was  a  remembering,  a  calling  into 
the  present  the  sacrifice  that 
people  who  serve  our  country  are  willing  to  make." 

Cooke,  who  was  honored  to  play  a  part  in  the 
observance,  said  he  felt  the  morning  "demonstrated 
the  perils  and  dangers  that  our  servicemen  and 
women  face  in  their  job  of  defending  our  country." 

He  viewed  his  small  role  as  acting  as  an 
ambassador  for  the  Episcopal  church.  "It  shows  the 
support,  care  and  concern  that  the  Church  has  in  its 
ministry  to  members  of  the  military  community." 

"There  is  a  role  for  the  Church,"  he  continued. 


The  Rev.  Jim  Cooke  takes  a  moment  to  reflect  at  the  Beirut  Memorial 
in  Jacksonville. 


"in  providing  a  presence  in  the  midst  of 
deployments,  transfers  and  transitions  to  new 
communities." 

"This  was  a  simple  way  to  visually  demonstrate 
our  ministry  to  military  families.  It  is  a  recognition 
of  a  unique  ministry  to  a  transient  population.  By 
being  a  constant,  the  Church  is  a  symbol  of  the 
unchanging  love  of  God." 


RING 


in  Our  Diocese  and  Beyond 


Advent  Lessons  and  Carols,  sung  by  the  St.  Cecilia's  and 
St.  Paul's  choirs,  directed  by  Beth  Ulfers  and  Janette 
Fishelle,  at  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church,  Greenville,  5:00 
p.m.  Call  252/752-3482  for  more  information. 

Fridays  at  St.  James  presents  Carols  of  the  Season  with 
the  Kordax  Brass.  St.  James,  Wilmington.  12:10  concert 
and  12:40  lunch. 

A  festival  of  nine  Lessons  and  Carols  at  St.  Thomas' 
Episcopal  Church  in  Ahsokie,  4:00  p.m.  The  St.  Thomas' 
choir  and  Chorus  Angelicus  are  directed  by  Betsy  Overton, 
with  Catherine  Charles,  organist.  Call  252/332-3263  for 
more  information. 

The  "O"  Antiphons  for  the  Fourth  Sunday  of  Advent 

will  be  sung  at  St.  Paul's,  Greenville  by  the  church  choir, 
directed  by  Janette  Fishell,  11:15  a.m.  Call  252/752-3482 
for  more  information. 


The  Third  Annual  East  Carolina  Religious  Arts 
Festival.  Call  the  ECU  School  of  Music,  252/328- 
6258,  for  more  information. 

Diocesan  Choir  Rehearsal  for  all  parties  interested  in 
singing  during  the  opening  service  of  the  diocesan 
convention.  Holy  Trinity  Church,  Fayetteville,  10:30 
a.m. -12:30  p.m. 

Diocesan  Choir  Rehearsal  for  all  parties  interested  in 
singing  during  the  opening  service  of  the  diocesan 
convention.  St.  Patrick's  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
Fayetteville,  3:00  p.m. 

Fridays  at  St.  James  presents  Wind  and  Strings 

presented  by  Petrea  Warneck  on  oboe,  Kathy  Meyer  on 
cello  and  Candance  Williams  on  harpsichord.  St. 
James,  Wilmington.  12:10  concert  and  12:40  lunch. 


The  Joint  Commission  on  Liturgy  and  Music  sponsors  this  ongoing  calendar  of  musical  offerings  available  to  all  in  our  diocese  and  beyond.  If  you  would  like  to  have  events 
in  your  parish  listed,  please  send  them  to  Mrs.  Betsy  Overton,  Rt.  1,  Box  254,  Aulander,  NC  27805.  The  calendar  will  be  updated  with  each  edition  of  Cross  Current. 


'91  Resolution  Spreads  Vision  for  Global  Mission 


by  Nancy  Broadwell 


One  of  the  resolutions  adopted  at  the  1997 
General  Convention  set  aside  the  last  Sunday  in 
Epiphany  as  World  Mission  Sunday.  In  1999  that 
falls  on  February  14th,  the  Sunday  after  the  diocesan 
convention. 

It  is  a  Sunday  when  world  mission  should  be  in 
our  hearts  and  a  part  of  the  Sunday  service.  If  you 
know  of  people  around  you  who  have  served  in  the 
mission  field,  it  will  be  a  good  day  to  honor  them  or 
to  invite  them  to  participate  in  the  Sunday  service. 

The  office  of  Anglican  and  Global  Relations 
plans  to  send  materials  to  parishes  for  use  in 
preparing  for  the  day.  The  materials  will  feature 
work  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mark  Nikkei  who  has  spent 
many  years  in  the  Sudan. 

Another  resolution  at  General  Convention  dealt 
with  persecuted  and  suffering  churches  of  which  the 
church  in  Sudan  is  one.  In  April  1998,  a  conference. 
Hear  the  Cry:  Standing  in  Solidarity  with  the 
Suffering  Church  was  organized  and  brought  into 
being  by  the  Episcopal  Council  for  Global  Mission. 
A  report  from  this  conference  has  been  sent  to  each 
bishop.  For  those  interested  in  obtaining  a  copy,  they 
are  available  from  Margaret  Larom  in  the  office  of 
Anglican  and  Global  Relations  at  the  Episcopal 
Church  Center,  800/334-7626. 

The  Episcopal  Council  for  Global  Mission  is  one 
of  the  shining  examples  of  how  a  common  mission 
and  love  of  Christ  can  enable  people  of  widely 
different  theological  views  to  work  together  for  the 
spread  of  God's  word  and  love.  The  growth  in  trust 
and  community  that  this  group  has  experienced  over 


the  past  ten  years  have  given  hope  and  a  vision  of 
how  all  groups  within  the  Episcopal  Church  (the 
Domestic  and  Foreign  Missionary  Society)  might 
work  together  in  a  more  effective  ministry  to  all  the 
world  including  receiving  ministry  from  those  in 
other  parts  of  the  world. 

This  vision  was  presented  to  the  1997  General 
Convention  which  passed  the  resolution  directing  the 
Executive  Council  to  initiate  the  development  of  a 
Partnership  for  Global  Mission,  in  consultation  with 
the  Standing  Commission  on  World  Mission,  the 
Anglican  and  Global  Relations  Office  of  Executive 
Council  and  the  existing  mission  network  known  as 
the  Episcopal  Council  for  Global  Mission. 

The  purpose  of  this  partnership  is  to  strengthen 
the  Domestic  and  Foreign  Missionary  Society  and  its 
work  with  other  mission  groups;  and  to  increase 
churchwide  participation  and  cooperation  in  the 
sending  and  receiving  of  missionaries.  This  process 
will  begin  in  January  with  a  meeting  of  represen- 
tatives of  these  various  groups.  This  is  exciting  for 
those  who  are  involved  in  mission  in  any  way. 

Our  diocese  and  parishes  participate  in  a  wide 
variety  of  mission  both  at  home  and  abroad.  It  is 
exciting  for  me  to  be  a  part  of  the  mission  of  which 
we  are  all  part  through  our  interest,  time  and 
resources. 

—  Nancy  Broadwell  is  a  member  of  the  Standing  Commission 
on  World  Mission  and  a  member  of  Holy  Trinity  Church, 
Favetteville. 


East  Carolina  Priest  Establishes 
New  Ministry  for  Africa 


GOLDSBORO—  The  Rev.  Christian  Umeofia,  a 
native  of  Nigeria  who  now  resides  in  Goldsboro, 
North  Carolina,  has  founded  a  new  ministiy  to  aid  the 
people  and  the  growing  church  in  Africa,  especially 
in  the  Province  of  Nigeria.  Umeofia  has  established 
the  Christ  Foundation  for  Missionary  Works  and 
Education  for  Africa,  Inc. 

The  tax-exempt,  non-profit  corporation  was 
formed  to  respond  to  the  needs  of  the  poor  in  Africa. 
The  ministry  targets  projects  that  help  the 
uneducated,  the  homeless,  beggars,  refugees, 
unemployed  youth,  the  sick,  the  thirsty,  and  those 
hungry  for  God's  Word. 

The  Christ  Foundation  plans  to  aid  the 
underprivileged  by  supporting  the  Anglican  Church 
in  Africa.  The  Anglican  Church  has  grown  with  such 
rapid  speed  that  there  are  not  enough  church  leaders, 
teachers,  workers,  organists,  and  other  leaders  to 
minister  to  the  vast  church  population. 

Specific  goals  of  the  foundation  are  to: 

•  train  missionary  doctors,  nurses,  clergy 
school  teachers,  agriculturist  and  social 
workers; 

•  supply  food,  clothing,  textiles,  bedding, 
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agricultural  material,  medicine,  purified 
drinking  water; 

•  support  orphanages,  welfare  institutions, 
hospitals,  medical  clinics  and  leprosy 
hospitals; 

•  provide  scholarships  to  help  students  attend 
schools,  colleges,  universities  and 
seminaries; 

•  discourage  juvenile  criminal  behavior 
by  creating  jobs. 

Umeofia  has  worked  with  friends  and  leaders  in 
Africa  to  develop  plans  to  establish  an  Anglican 
graduate  theological  seminary;  college  for  Christian 
education,  church  music  and  youth  leadership;  and  a 
college  for  vocational  training. 

Umeofia  is  available  to  speak  to  churches  and 
groups  that  are  interested  in  learning  more  about  this 
new  ministry.  He  may  be  contacted  at  919/739- 
0003.  Donations  may  be  sent  to:  Christ  Foundation 
...  Africa,  P.O.  Box  832,  Goldsboro,  NC  27533-0832. 


Members  of  the  Episcopal  Council 
for  Global  Mission 

African  Palms 
African  Team  Ministries 
American  Committee  for  KEEP 

(Kiyosato  Educational  Experiment  Project) 
Anglican  Frontier  Missions 
Anglican,  Global  and  Ecumenical  Studies 
Committee  to  Assist  the  Episcopal  Church 

of  Honduras 

Christ  Church  Cathedral,  Indianapolis 
Christian  Eye  Ministry 
Church  of  the  Apostles,  Fairfax,  VA 
Church  Periodical  Club 
Companion  Diocese  Network 
Companions  in  World  Mission 
Diocese  of  Massachusetts 
Diocese  of  New  York 
Diocese  of  San  Diego 
Diocese  of  Southern  Ohio 
Diocese  of  Virginia 
Diocese  of  Western  Massachusetts 
The  Domestic  and  Foreign  Missionary 
Society 

The  Episcopal  Church  Missionary 
Community 

Episcopal  Church  Women 
Episcopal  World  Mission,  Inc. 
Global  Episcopal  Mission  Network, 
Missions  to  Seamen  in  North  America 
and  the  Caribbean 

The  Order  of  the  Daughters  of  the  King 
The  Presiding  Bishop's  Fund 

for  World  Relief 
The  Programs  Center 
The  School  of  Theology,  University 

of  the  South, 
Province  V 

Companions  in  Mission 

Russian  Ministry  Network 

South  American  Missionary  Society 

Seaman's  Church  Institute  International  Training 

Center 

Seminary  Consultation  of  Mission 
The  Society  of  St.  Margaret  (SSM) 
Sharing  of  Ministries  Abroad 
The  Society  for  Promoting  Christian 
Knowledge/USA 

St.  Peter's  Church,  Cambridge,  MA 
The  Standing  Commission 
on  World  Mission 
Stanway  Institute 
Trinity  Church  Grants  Program 
United  Thank  Offering 
Volunteer  Oklahoma  Outreach  Mission 
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Lighten  Up,  Learn  to  Laugh  — 

Lessons  Learned  at  Adventurer's  Camp 


by  Emily  Anderson 


I  looked  down  at  my  watch  for  the  fifth  time  in 
ten  minutes.  It  was  5:07  PM.  Everyone  else's 
"buddy"  had  already  arrived.  I  sat  alone  in  the 
Centrum  waiting  for  my  buddy  —  the  suspense 
was  almost  unbearable  —  my  stomach  churned 
with  both  excitement  and  dread.  It  was  the 
summer  of  1 998  at  Camp  Trinity  —  my  first  time 
ever  volunteering  at  the  Adventurers  session  of 
camp  for  mentally  and/or  physically  challenged 
men,  women,  and  children. 

Suddenly,  out  of  the  corner  of  my  eye,  I  saw  a 
figure  moving  towards  me.  The  twenty-four  hours 
of  training  and  the  information  sheet  about  my 
"buddy"  had  not  prepared  me  for  the  sight  I  took 

in  as  I  turned  my  head.  Regret  swept  through 
me.  My  four  foot,  two  inch,  seventy-two  pound, 
bug-eyed,  clown  nosed,  unshaven,  twenty-one  year 
old  "buddy"  hobbled  towards  me  on  his  two 
stubby  legs. 

Putting  on  a  mask,  I  smiled  and  introduced 
myself.  He  confidently  offered  his  hand  and 
introduced  himself  as  Michael.  As  I  shook  his 
small,  cold,  dry,  rough  hand,  he  said,  "I  like  you." 
All  regret  left  me  as  quickly  as  it  had  come. 

I  helped  Michael  settle  in  his  cabin  and  I  soon 
discovered  that  he  had  a  tracheotomy  and  was 
slightly  retarded.  Throughout  the  course  of  the 
week  I  got  to  know  Michael  —  we  did  almost 
everything  together:  dangled  our  feet  in  the  pool, 
rode  in  the  motorboat,  played  "red  light/green 
light,"  "Duck-duck-goose,"  and  "crazy  softball," 
whizzed  Frisbees,  tossed  footballs,  dug  in  the  sand, 
sang  around  the  campfire,  told  stories,  danced  and 
laughed  —  a  lot.  And  each  day,  no  matter  what 
we  were  doing  or  how  much  fun  we  were  having, 
he  always  made  sure  to  tell  me  "I  like  you." 

One  night,  directly  after  the  talent  show  (in 
which  Michael  had  enthusiastically  participated), 
;ve  were  patiently  waiting  outside  the  nurse's 
station  for  his  evening  checkup.  As  we  were 
waiting,  I  began  humming  a  tune  softly.  I  turned  to 
look  at  Michael,  who  immediately  produced  his 
precious  harmonica  from  his  pocket.  Since  I  was 
still  humming,  he  readily  joined  in,  despite  his  lack 
of  musical  ability,  and  soon  we  were  as  loud  as 
frogs  on  a  humid  summer  night.  We  were  both 


having  loads  of  fun,  enjoying  ourselves  and  each 
other's  screeching.  Suddenly,  we  both  stopped  and 
smiled  at  each  other.  I  am  sure  it  had  all  just  been 
a  fun  game  to  Michael,  but  he  did  not  realize  how 
strongly  he  had  just  touched  me. 

The  song,  "It's  the  little  things  that  make  you 
want  to  smile,  it's  the  little  things  that  make  it  all 
worthwhile,"  seemed  so  appropriate  during  that 
precious  moment.  My  little  man  was  not  afraid  to 
enjoy  life  and  he  did  not  care  what  other  people 
thought  of  him. 

Michael  reminded  me  that  life  is  not  whom  you 
know  or  what  kind  of  car  you  drive,  how  much 
money  you  have  or  even  what  you  score  on  the 
SAT.  It  is  how  much  you  care,  what  you  do  for 
others,  and  the  good  deeds  you  contribute  to  the 
world.  Michael  taught  me  to  be  optimistic,  to  help 
as  much  as  I  can,  always  accept  a  challenge,  never 
turn  down  an  opportunity,  show  my  childish  side 
every  now  and  then,  enjoy  life,  and  sing  a  lot. 

What  can  the  world  learn  from  my  experience? 
Lighten  up,  learn  to  laugh,  "forgive  and  forget." 
"Few  cases  of  eye  strain  have  been  developed  by 
looking  on  the  bright  side  of  things."  (Author 
unknown) 


Camp  Staff 
and  Volunteer 
Applications  Available 
for  Summer  of  '99 

Applications  for  1999  Camp  Trinity  staff, 
counselor-in-training  (CIT)  and  adventurers 
volunteers  are  now  available  from  the 
diocesan  house  in  Kinston. 

Staff  positions  include  counselors  and 
waterfront  and  program  staff. 

CITs  serve  as  a  staff  assistants  for  one 
camp  session.  Positions  are  open  to  rising 
11th  and  12th  graders. 

Adventurers  volunteers  serve  as 
companions  to  campers  with  mental  and 
physical  disabilities.  Positions  are  for  rising 
1 1th  and  12th  graders  and  adults  of  all  ages. 
Male  volunteers  are  always  greatly  needed. 
The  adventurers  session  is  June  20-24. 

For  more  information  or  an  application, 
contact  Carol  Taylor,  the  camp  coordinator, 
or  Kim  Bennett,  the  camp  registrar. 


1999  Camp  Trinity 

Scfutit* 


Session 

Davs/Nights 

Dates 

Rising  Grades* 

Explorers  I 

7/6 

May  28-June  3 

7-9 

Senior  High 

6/5 

June  5-10 

10-12 

Discoverers  I 

7/6 

June  12-18 

3-5 

Adventurers 

5/4 

June  20-24 

all  ages 

Explorers  II 

8/7 

June  27-July  4 

7-9 

Discoverers  II 

7/6 

July  6-12 

4-6 

Explorers  III 

7/6 

July  14-20 

6-8 

Discoverers  III 

7/6 

July  23-29 

4-6 

Discoverers  IV 

7/6 

July  3 1  -  August  6 

4-6 

*  Grades  may  change  prior  to  the  distribution  of  camp  brochures  in  January. 
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Happening  Continues  to  Challenge  Youth 


y  Cookie  Cantwell 

PINE  KNOLL  SHORES  —  In  today's 
world  where  so  many  choices  must  be 
faced  and  where  so  many  decisions 
must  be  made,  the  Diocese  of  East 
arolina  continues  to  challenge  our 
young  people  with  healthy  ideas  and 
solid  foundations.  For  over  1 7  years 
this  diocese  has  continued  to  offer 
Happening  —  a  weekend  retreat  run  by 
Kigh  school  students  with  adult  support. 
Happening  is  designed  to  challenge 
>routh  to  look  at  spiritual  reality  based 
m  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Happening's  purpose  is  not  only  to 
lave  a  wonderful  weekend  but  also  to 
Duild  the  foundation  for  a  life  long 
commitment  to  living  a  life  based  on  Christian 
values  and  beliefs.  It  is  a  weekend  full  of 
fellowship  and  fun,  but  it  is  also  a  weekend  of 
earning,  sharing,  growing,  loving  and  experiencing 
:he  love  of  God. 

Each  Happening  experience  is  unique  and 
special  and  Happening  #32  was  certainly  no 
different.  On  the  weekend  of  October  16  -  18, 
1998,  76  young  people  and  adults  who  work  with 
youth  gathered  at  Trinity  Center.  It  was  exciting  to 
lave  some  young  people  from  parishes  within  our 


Cookie  Cantwell,  Happening  Coordinator,  Eleanor  Tayloe, 
Rector,  Catie  Harrell,  Head  Gopher  and  Deacon  Andy  Atkinson, 
Happening  Spritual  Director. 


diocese  who  have  never  had 

anyone  participate  in  a  Happening  experience. 

Eleanor  Tayloe  of  Goldsboro,  served  as  the 
Rector  and  Catie  Harrell  of  Edenton  served  as  head 
gopher. 

Happening  weekends  are  held  twice  each  year 
—  one  weekend  in  the  fall  and  the  other  in  the 
spring.  They  are  open  to  any  second  semester  9th 
grader  through  1 2th  grader  and  to  adults  who  work 
with  youth. 


Youth  Rebel  for  Christ  at  Sr.  D.Y.E. 


PINE  KNOLL  SHORES  —  The  Senior  Diocesan 
Youth  Event,  held  at  Trinity  Center  October  30 
:hrough  November  1 ,  offered  1 1 7  high  school 
youth  the  opportunity  to  explore  being  a  "Rebel 
with  a  Cause." 

During  the  weekend,  Bishop  Clifton  Daniel 
ent  time  with  the  young  people  sharing  his 
xperiences  of  being  a  rebel.  "I  shared  with  them  a 
lme  that  I  should  have  rebelled  for  Christ  and  I 
iidn't,  and  a  time  that  I  should  have  and  I  did," 
aid  Daniel. 

The  weekend  included  an  outdoor  Eucharist, 
omplete  with  a  Christian  rock  band  from 
harleston,  South  Carolina.  Carol  Taylor,  the 
ocesan  youth  coordinator,  felt  the  weekend  really 
it  home  with  today's  youth.  Young  people 
lanned  the  whole  weekend  from  selecting  the 
heme,  to  the  Eucharist,  to  helping  with  the  tee- 
hirt  design  by  Lisa  Shaw. 

"It  was  an  incredible  weekend  for  both  the 
outh  and  adults  in  attendance,"  said  Taylor. 
It  was  full  of  God's  love.  We  learned  how  we 


good  causes. 

"Through  Bible  study  we  learned 
of  times  that  Jesus  was  a  rebel  for 
God,  the  sacrifices  he  made  and  the 
ultimate  rebellion —  His 
Resurrection! 

"We  discovered  that  we  are  called 
to  be  a  rebel  for  Christ  and  with  Christ 
as  part  of  our  Christian  journey." 


Music,  song,  and  dance 
were  a  great  part  of  Sr.  D.  Y.E. 


New  Beginnings  #22 


PINE  KNOLL  SHORES  —  The  weekend  of 
November  14-15  found  the  Sharp  Building 
at  Trinity  Center  overrun  with  people  proudly 
wearing  bright  red  shirts  emblazoned  with 
the  sunrise-over  the  waves  logo  of  New 
Beginnings.  Almost  90  young  people,  from 
7th  through  1 2th  grades  and  their  adult 
advisors  (fondly  known  as  "moms"  and 
"dads")  spent  the  weekend  hearing  talks, 
singing,  and  joining  in  small  group 
discussions  of  their  relationships  with  their 
peers,  their  families,  their  churches  and  their 
God.  Matt  Sloan  of  Wilmington  was  the 
Shepherd  for  the  weekend,  and  Jennifer 
Agsten  of  Kinston  was  the  Prayer/Share/Care 
coordinator.  The  Rev.  David  Stout  of 
Beaufort  served  as  the  spiritual  director. 

The  new  participants  in  the  New 
Beginnings  program  were  so  impressed  with 
their  weekend  experience,  that  their  applica- 
tions to  serve  on  staff  for  the  next  New 
Beginnings  arrived  in  the  next  day's  mail! 


The  diocesan  Youth  Celebration  will  be  held  on  January  22-23,  1999  in  Wilmington.  The  event 
is  for  7th- 12th  graders. 

Cookie  Cantwell,  the  youth  minister  at  St.  James,  Wilmington,  will  be  the  keynote  speaker.  Mrs. 
Cantwell  is  active  in  youth  ministry  within  her  own  parish  and  in  the  diocese  as  the  Happening 
coordinator.  She  also  leads  youth  conferences  nationally. 

Parish  youth  advisors  have  applications  for  all  youth  events. 
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L^^_  Letter  to  the 

*  Editor  

Dear  Editor: 

I  am  an  inmate  at  the  Federal  Prison  Camp  at  Seymour  Johnson  Air  Force 
Base.  For  the  last  nineteen  months,  I  have  been  attending  the  Episcopal 
service  here.  The  Episcopal  Church  has  been  very  supportive  of  the  inmates 
here.  I  don't  know  what  I  would  have  done  without  the  priest  that  comes  out 
here  every  week.  He  has  brought  us  the  Word  and  teachings  of  God. 
Through  him,  I  know  that  God  cares  for  me. 

I  have  lost  everything... everything  but  God's  love.  This  is  part  of  the  message 
the  priest  has  brought  to  me.  The  Episcopal  Church  and  the  priest  have  kept 
my  faith  and  hope  alive.  I  would  like  to  thank  them  for  helping  me. 

A  friend  brought  me  a  copy  of  your  Cross  Current.  He  brought  me  the 
meditation  in  the  spiritual  corner  "Trust  in  the  Slow  Work  of  God"  by  Nancy 
Craig.  It  was  up-lifting.  My  heart  and  my  mind  had  a  weight  lifted  off  them 
with  the  help  of  my  friend  and  the  article. 

I  know  that  God  is  going  to  watch  after  me  and  help  me.  It's  something 
wonderful  when  total  strangers  come  to  your  aid.  This  has  to  be  the  work 
of  God. 

My  story  had  to  be  told  to  thank  God,  the  priest  and  my  friend.  Thank  you 
and  may  God  bless  you. 

Thomas  Webb 


Can  the  Bishop 

St.  Paul's  Church  in  Wilmington  held  a  "Can  the  Bishop"  food 
drive  in  celebration  of  Bishop  Daniel's  visit.  The  drive  ran  appro- 
ximately two  weeks,  culminating  with  a  wheelbarrow  presentation 
to  Bishop  Daniel  by  the  children  of  St.  Paul's. 


Diocesan 

Calendar 


Ordination  of  Drake  Whitelaw,  St.  James,  Wilmington,  7:00  p.m.  11 

Youth  Commission  Meeting,  Diocesan  House,  10:00  a.m.  12 

Standing  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  1 1 :00  a.m.  15 

Diocesan  Staff  at  soup  kitchen,  9:00  -11:00  a.m.  18 

Diocesan  House  closes  at  noon  24 

Diocesan  House  closed  25-28 
Winter  Adventure  Day  Camp  for  people  with  special  needs, 

Trinity  Center  27-3 1 

Winterlight  XXIII,  Kanuga  27-3 1 

Christ  Church,  New  Bern,  Vestry  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  8-9 

St.  Christopher's,  Havelock,  Vestry  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  8-9 

St.  Paul's  Greenville,  Vestry  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  8-9 

Christ  Church,  Elizabeth  City,  Vestry  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  8-10 
Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  Wilmington,  Vestry  Retreat, 

Trinity  Center  8-10 

St.  Peter's,  Swansboro.  Vestry  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  9 

Holy  Trinity  Hertford,  Vestry  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  9-10 

Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry  Meeting,  Diocesan  House,  10:  00  a.m.  12 

Finance  Committee  Meeting,  Diocesan  House,  10:00  a.m.  15 

St.  Timothy's,  Greenville,  Vestry  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  15-16 

Holy  Trinity,  Hampstead,  Vestry  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  15-16 

St.  Paul's,  Wilmington,  Vestry  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  15-17 

St.  James,  Wilmington,  Vestry  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  15-17 

Holy  Trinity  Fayetteville,  Vestry  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  15-17 

Elderhostel  17-22 

Executive  Council  Meeting,  Diocesan  House,  10:00  a.m.  22 

St.  Anne's,  Jacksonville,  Vestry  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  22-24 

Secretariat  Meeting,  Diocesan  House  10:00  a.m.  30 

New  Beginnings  Board  Meeting,  Diocesan  House,  1 1  a.m.  6 

New  Beginnings  Staff  Meeting.  Diocesan  House,  1:00  p.m.  6 

1 1 6th  Diocesan  Convention,  Fayetteville  11-13 

Clergy  Spouse  Conference,  Fayetteville  14 

Youth  Commission  Retreat,  Greenville  19-20 

St.  Stephen's,  Goldsboro,  Vestry  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  22-23 

St.  Mary's,  Kinston,  Vestry  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  22-23 

St.  James,  Shallotte,  Vestry  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  22-24 

Christ  Church,  New  Bern,  Women's  Connection,  Trinity  Center  23-24 

ECW  Board  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  26-27 

Happening  Board  Meeting,  Diocesan  House,  9:30-1 1 :00  a.m.  27 

Happening  Staff  Meeting,  Diocesan  House,  12-4:00  p.m.  27 

Christ  Church,  New  Bern,  Stephen  Ministry,  Trinity  Center  29-30 

Trinity  Church,  Scotland  Neck,  Vestry  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  29-30 

St.  John's,  Wilmington,  Vestry  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  29-3 1 

Grace  Church,  Plymouth,  Vestry  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  29-3 1 

St.  Thomas,  Oriental,  Vestry  Retreat,  Trinity  Center  30-3 1 
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Left:  The  Venerable  John  Pritchard,  Archdeacon  of 
Canterbury,  Bishop  Clifton  Daniel  III  and  the  Rev.  Phil 
Craig,  Canon  to  the  Ordinary,  at  the  convention's 
opening  service  at  St.  Patrick's  Catholic  Church  in 
Fayetteville. 


BISHOP  DANIEL'S  ADDRESS  TO  CONVENTIOI 


The  Episcopal  Church 

In  the  Anglican  Communion 

A  global  community  of  70  million  Anglicans  in  36 
member  provinces/churches. 

Archbishop  of  Canterbury 

The  Most  Rev.  and  Rt.  Hon.  George  Carey 

Lambeth  Palace,  London,  England  SE1  7JU 
Anglican  Consultative  Council,  14  Great  Peter  St. 
London,  England  SW1P  3NQ 

Episcopal  Seat:  Canterbury  Cathedral 

In  the  United  States 

A  community  of  2.5  million  members  in 
118  dioceses  in  the  Americas  and  abroad. 
Established  in  1 789. 

Presiding  Bishop 

The  Most.  Rev.  Frank  T.  Griswold 

Episcopal  Church  Center,  815  2nd  Ave,  New  York,  N.Y. 
10017  (212)  867-8400 

Episcopal  seat:  Washington  National  Cathedral,  Mount 
St.  Alban,  Washington,  D.C.,  20016 

In  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 

A  community  of  more  than  14,137  communicants  in  70 
churches.  Founded  in  1883. 

Bishop 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd 

Diocesan  Office,  705  Doctors  Drive,  P.O.  Box  1336, 
Kinston  N.C.  28503 
Telephone:  (888)  622-4778 
Fax:  (919)  523-5272 
E-mail:  diocese.ec@coastalnet.com 
Web  site: 

http://www4.coastalnet.com/community_orgs/religious_orgs/diocese 

Cross  Current 

Editor 

Alicia  Afford 

Cross  Current's  purpose  is  to  communicate  how  we  are 
keeping  the  Cross  current  in  our  daily  lives  and  in  the 
ministries  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina. 

To  contribute  materials  or  ideas,  contact  the  editor  at 
1119  Hendricks  Ave.,  Jacksonville,  N.C.  28540  (910)  938- 
1017;  fax:  (910)  938-3415. 

Deadline:  Tenth  of  each  month  preceding  month  of 
publication 

Subscriptions  &  contributions:  Every  household  with 
members  of  an  episcopal  church  in  the  diocese  of  East 
Carolina  should  receive  a  Cross  Current  free  of  charge. 
Cross  Current  is  sent  to  households  outside  the  diocese 
upon  request.  Cross  Current  does  accept  contributions  to 
help  cover  printing  and  mailing  costs.  These  may  be  sent  to 
The  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  P.O.  Box  1336,  Kinston,  N.C, 
28503.  Please  contact  the  editor  for  information  on  Cross 
Current  on  audio  cassette. 

Change  of  address:  Send  to  Cross  Current,  1119 
Hendricks  Ave.,  Jacksonville,  N.C.  28540.  Please  note  the 
name  of  your  church  with  the  address  change  and  include 
the  mailing  label. 


A  Vision  for  East 

What  an  honor,  joy  and  privilege  I  count  it  to  stand 
before  you  for  the  second  time  as  your  Bishop  of  this  our 
beloved  diocese  of  East  Carolina.  Now,  for  the  116th  time 
since  its  founding  in  1883,  The  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 
gathers  in  conventions  to  worship  and  pray,  to  deliberate 
and  to  celebrate  as  God's  people.  I  thank  God  each  day  for 
the  parishes,  clergy  and  16,000  baptized  ministers  who  hold 
up  this  diocese  and  give  of  themselves  in  such  liberal  and 
generous  ways  for  the  well-being  of  the  church  and  for 
ministry  to  the  heartache  of  the  world. 

I  suppose  that  I  knew  I  had  finally  arrived  when,  on  one 
Sunday  mistakenafter  the  service  and  as  I  was  greeting  the 
congregation  at  the  door  of  the  church,  one  lady  shook  my 
hand  and  said  "Our  bishop,  it's  so  good  to  see  you  again,  but 
when  do  we  get  to  see  the  new  bishop?"  To  which  her 
companion  responded  before  I  had  a  chance  to  speak,  "Dear, 
he  is  the  new  bishop;  He  just  doesn't  seem  that  way  any 
more." 

I  pause  briefly  here  to  give  thanks  for  the  life,  witness 
and  ministry  inthis  diocese  of  two  men  who  are  with  us 
today,  and  who  will  be  leaving  the  positions  they  have 
occupied  for  many  years  and  in  which  they  have  served  so 
well.  The  first  is  PC  Barwick  of  St.  Mary's,  Kinston,  who 
has  served  as  Chancellor  of  this  diocese  for  10  years.  PC 
came  to  my  office  one  afternoon  a  few  months  ago  and 
broached  the  matter  on  his  mind  as  delicately  as  he  could 
put  it:  "Bishop,  he  said,  "I've  been  Chancellor  of  this  diocese 
for  10  years.  If  you  wish  to  reappoint  me  this  year,  you 
may,  and  I  am  willing  to  serve.  But,  if  you  do  reappoint  me, 
know  that  I  will  also  expect  to  be  put  on  the  pension  list 
next  year."  Through  these  years,  PC  has  offered  wise 
counsel  and  patient  advice  to  Bishop  Sanders  and  myself.  I 
am,  as  we  all  are,  grateful  for  his  generous  sharing  of 
himself  in  this  way. 

The  second  person  I  recognize  is  a  person  who  made 
the  mistake  of  first,  volunteering  and  second,  of  offering  to 
come  on  board  for  a  few  months  to  help  out.  Now,  he  has 
announced  his  intention  to  retire,  which  he  will  do  at  the 
end  of  this  year.  I  refer,  of  course,  to  Mike  Morgan. 
Executive  Director  of  Trinity  Center.  Through  his  tireless, 
energetic  and  wise  efforts,  Trinity  Center  has  become  a 
premier  camp  and  conference  center  and  is  a  flagship  facility 
on  the  east  coast.  Mike,  and  his  wife  Helen,  have  brought 
the  gifts  of  friendship,  hospitality,  generosity  and 
commitment  to  Trinity  Center  and  this  diocese. 

PC,  Mike,  Helen,  for  all  you  have  done  for  so  many  and 
for  the  good  of  this  diocese,  and  for  all  that  you  mean  to  all 
of  us.  Thank  you,  and  for  all  the  blessings  you  have  brought 
to  this  diocese,  may  they  be  returned  a  thousandfold. 
Thank  you,  and  thank  God  for  you  and  for  the  loving  ways 
you  have  given  of  yourselves  to  our  diocese. 

Two  more  words  of  thanks:  first  to  what  must  be  the 
greatest  diocesan  staff  in  the  whole  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
-  who  give  unstintingly  and  unselfishly  of  themselves  to  the 
bishop  and  the  diocese  in  ways  that  are  supportive,  life 
giving  and  generous:  Cynthia,  Jimi,  Kim,  Jane,  Judy,  Carol, 
Phil,  Bruce,  Alicia.  Please  stand  to  be  recognized  and  to 
hear  the  thanks  of  those  you  serve  so  well. 

And  lastly,  to  those  for  whom  I  most  often  and  most 
deeply  give  thanks  -  my  wife,  Anne,  and  children:  Margaret, 
Elizabeth,  Charlotte.  Your  love,  support,  encourage, 
challenge  and  hold  me  up  in  ways  you  do  not  even  know, 
and  for  you,  I  give  thanks  upon  thanks. 

I  stand  at  this  moment  in  the  unenviable  position  of  a 
mosquito  to  in  a  nudist  colony:  so  much  territory  to  cover 
and  so  little  time.  In  the  main  body  of  my  address,  I  will 
spend  a  little  time  looking  at  our  diocesan  life  over  the  past 
year,  and  then  spend  the  greater  part  of  the  address  sharing 
to  you  my  visioning  for  our  future  as  a  diocese. 

THE  YEAR  PAST 

Our  diocesan  life  has  been  full  and  rich  in  the  last  year, 
and  time  does  not  permit  an  exclusive  recounting  of  all  that 
we  have  accomplished.  Let  us  share  briefly  to  you  four  (4) 
areas  of  work  that  impress  me  as  especially  worthy  of  note. 
Two  are  area  in  which  we  are  beginning  new  work;  one  area 
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represents  counting  and  growing  endeavor;  and  one 
represents  an  area  to  which  we  need  to  pay  closer  attention 
and  recommit  ourselves  in  a  stronger  way.  I  will  close  this 
section  with  some  remarks  about  staffing  for  our  diocesan 
work. 

The  first  area  of  new  work  is  one  about  which  we  will 
hear  more  later  today  and  to  which  the  convention  will  later 
address  its  attention  since  wehave  come  to  a  point  or 
decision.  I  refer  to  the  work  of  the  Retirement  Feasibility 
Study  Committee  under  the  leadership  of  Admiral 
Baughman  of  Christ  Church,  New  Bern.  This  group  has, 
over  the  past  year,  worked  and  studied  and  will  bring  before 
the  convention  a  resolution  asking  whether  or  not  we  are  of 
a  mind  to  commit  ourselves  to  the  next  step.  The  possible 
creation  and  construction  of  a  retirement  Faculty  is  a  large 
undertaking  and  one  that,  if  encouraged  by  the  action  of  this 
convention  later  today  is 

still  several  years  down  the  road.  We  will  hear  more  about 
this  later  today.  The  second  area  of  new  work  undertaken 
in  the  past  year  is  an  extension  of  our  existing  work  in 
ministry  to  Hispanics,  done  so  ably  and  so  well  by  Fr.  Nick 
Ibarra  and  the  congregation  of  San  Mateo  at  the  eastern  end 
of  our  diocese,  and  by  Keith  Merritt  and  the  farmworkers 
ministry  at  the  western  edge  of  the  diocese.  While  both  San 
Mateo  and  Farmworkers  ministry  have  done  magnificent 
and  meaningful  work  and  ministry,  we  are  only  barely 
touching  the  lives  of  the  thousands  of  Latinos  who  work, 
live  and  move  through  East  Carolina.  In  order  to  broaden 
the  scope  and  depth  of  that  ministry,  I  have  formed  a  board 
for  Episcopal  Hispanic  Ministry  under  the  able  leadership  of 
The  Rev.  Bill  Bradbury,  rector  of  St.  Peter's, 
Washington.  I  have  asked  this  board  to  determine  how  we 
might  broaden  and  deepen  our  ministry  to  Hispanics  in  our 
midst  in  order  that  we  might  respond  to  this  great  flood  of 
newcomers  in  our  midst.  Thankfully,  this  group  has  begun 
its  work  in  the  past  few  months,  and  God  willing,  we  will 
hear  more  from  them  in  days  ahead. 

The  third  area  of  work  in  the  past  year  is  a 
growing  and  deepening  of  existing  work,  but  with  a  new 
edge.  I  refer  to  the  work  of  supporting,  strengthening  and 
encouraging  the  life  and  ministry  of  those  ordained 
Christians  in  our  midst  we  know  as  priests  and  deacons. 
We  have  striven  to  continue  to  build  a  sense  of  community 
of  fellowship  among  this  wonderful  group  we  know  as  the 
clergy  of  our  diocese.  We  have  made  good  strides  in 
rejuvenating  the  Clergy  Salary  Committee.  I  have  recently 
appointed  a  new  Clergy  Continuing  Education  Committee, 
and  when  this  convention  closes,  many  of  the  clergy  and 
their  spouses  will  remain  for  an  evening  of  relaxation  and 
entertainment  as  one  small  way  of  saying  thank  you  to 
these  few  who  do  so  much  for  many.  Strengthening  our 
clerical  community  is  all  to  the  good,  but  there  is  a  new 
edge  to  it.  I  believe  within  the  near  future,we  will  be  facing 
a  shortage  of  clergy  in  this  church  in  the  years  ahead. 

Continued  on  next  page 
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There  will,  I  believe,  be  fewer  clergy  and  more  positions 
open.  Not  only  will  parishes  be  competing  for  a  decreasing 
number  of  clergy,  so  will  dioceses.  By  putting  considerable 
time  and  intentional  effort  into  building  up  and  caring  for  our 
community  and  its  morale,  I  believe  we  can  put  East  Carolina 
in  the  forefront  of  dioceses  in  terms  of  our  ability  to  attract 
the  high  level  of  clerical  leadership  we  have  become 
accustomed  to  in  East  Carolina.  To  that  end,  I  have  asked 
the  Rev.  Canon  Vic  Fredericksen,  rector  of  St.  Paul's, 
Wilmington,  to  chair  a  clergy  wellness  study  that  will  indicate 
to  us  the  status  of  our  clerical  community  in  terms  of  its 
morale  and  effectiveness  as  well  as  some  ways  we  might  go 
about  strengthening  it.  I  want  us  to  do  all  that  we  can,  for  the 
good  of  our  clergy,  parishes  and  diocese,  in  order  to  continue 
to  strengthen  our  ability  to  attract  the  best  available  ordained 
leadership  for  our  parishes  and  diocese. 

The  last  area  of  work  in  the  past  year  is  one  to  which  we 
need  to  pay  closer  attention  to  and  to  recommit  ourselves  in  a 
stronger  way.  I  refer  now  to  the  area  of  diocesan 
stewardship.  By  now,  you  who  are  clergy  and  delegates  know 
that  our  diocese  suffered  a  shortfall  in  pledged  income  from 
parishes  this  year  and  that  while  pledges  from  parishes  for 
1999  remained  at  1998  levels,  some  $250,000  in  askings  for 
diocesan  programs  had  to  be  cut.  East  Carolina  has  always 
been  committed  to  voluntary  pledges  from  congregations, 
rather  than  a  fixed  assessment,  and  this,  I  believe, 
represents  a  good  model  of  stewardship.  But  the  price  for 
voluntary  pledging  from  congregations  is  constant  vigilance 
and  awareness.  In  the  coming  year,  I  am  going  to  ask  the 
Department  of  Stewardship  to  visit  the  vestry  of  each 
congregation  in  order  to  communicate  the  budget,  work  and 
aspirations  of  our  diocese  as  vestries  begin  to  prepare  their 
own  budgets  and  consider  their  diocesan  pledge  in  the 
coming  year.  A  parish's  pledge  to  the  diocese  is  not 
something  you  do.. .it  is  an  expression  of  who  we  are:  a 
diocese  gathered  in  mutuality  and  interdependence  which 
expresses  its  life  and  ministry  both  on  and  beyond  the  local 
level.  Without  the  "beyond  ourselves"  piece,  we  sink  into 
parochialism  and  isolation.  This  is  simply  not  who  we  are. 
The  diocese  is  more  than  a  confederation  of  autonomous 
parishes.  Giving  beyond  the  boundaries  of  our  local 
congregation  is  a  barometer  of  our  spiritual  health,  vision  and 
understanding  of  who  we  are  as  Episcopalians  in  the  broad 
river  of  Anglican  and  catholic  tradition.  A  parish's  pledge  to 
its  diocese  is  one  way  the  parish  projects  its  ministry  on  the 
wider  stream  of  life  and  ministry  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
diocese.  A  parish's  diocesan  pledge  links  us  to  one  another 
and  to  those  we  are  called  to  serve  in  our  Lord's  name  in 
stronger  and  wider  ways.  Pray  that  God  will  deepen  our 
commitment  to  one  another  and  to  God's  world,  by  means  of 
our  parish  pledges  in  the  coming  year. 

Finally,  some  words  about  our  present  and  future  staffing 
on  the  diocesan  level.  As  you  may  remember  that  in  1997, 
following  Bishop  Sander's  death,  I  took  an  interim  step  by 
naming  the  Rev.  Canon  Phil  Criag  to  become  my  Canon  to 
the  Ordinary  and  Mr.  Bruce  Nolin  my  part-time  assistant  for 
deployment,  both  for  a  period  of  two  years.  This  coming 
December  we  will  come  to  that  two  year  mark  on  that 
arrangement.  Let  us  say  now  that  both  of  these  dedicated 
and  talented  men  have  brought  good  gifts  of  skill,  experience 
and  insight  to  their  respective  positions.  Phil  and  Bruce  have 
served,  and  continue  to  serve  our  diocese  well.  For  them, 
and  their  work,  I  know  you  join  me  in  giving  thanks  to  God. 
In  the  coming  months,  I  will  be  preparing  to  come  to  a 
determination  as  to  a  permanent  configuration  for  these  two 
positions,  and  I  will  be  sharing  my  plans  with  you  as  next  fall 
begins.  Pray  with  me  in  the  months  ahead  for  God's 
guidance,  and  with  continuing  thanksgiving  for  Phil  and 
Bruce's  work  on  our  behalf. 

The  Vision 

Surely,  no  more  and  no  less  than  the  church  in  every 
generation,  are  we  a  pilgrim  people.  The  church  is  a 
community  of  faith  and  hope  and  witness  and  ministry  which 
is  on  a  pilgrimage  at  God's  call  and  under  God's  guidance. 
Now  a  pilgrimage  is  an  intentional  journey  to  a  specific 
destination  undertaken  within  the  understanding  that 
undertaking  a  pilgrimage  is  ain  intentional  seeking  of  an 
encounter  with  God  and  always  opens  the  pilgrim  to  change. 
A  pilgrimage  is  always  toward  a  holy  place,  and  along  the  way 


God's  life  and  human  life  will  touch  and  intersect,  sometimes 
meeting  as  the  smoke  that  always  rises  when  sinfulness  and 
holiness  meet  and  grind  upon  one  another,  and  sometimes 
meeting  in  moments  of  miraculous  transformation.  That  is 
what  it  means  to  be  a  pilgrim  people:  always  moving,  always 
searching,  never  static,  always  aware  and  ready  for  self 
discovery  and  surprise  encounters  with  the  risen  Christ. 
Hymn  527  describes  the  church's  pilgrimage  in  the  vivid 
imagery  of  Israel's  Exodus  and  liberation  from  slavery  in 
Egypt  in  this  way,  "Singing  songs  of  expectation,  onward  goes 
the  pilgrim  band.  Through  the  night  of  doubt  and  sorrow, 
marching  to  the  promised  land.  Clear  before  us  through  the 
darkness  gleams  and  burns  the  guiding  light:  trusting  God  we 
march  together  stepping  fearless  through  the  night." 

In  a  few  months,  we  will  mark  the  end  of  this  century  and 
the  beginning  ofthe  next  millennium  (even  though,  a  monk's 
error  in  addition,  the  actual  millennium  of  Jesus  birth  has 
probably  come  and  gone  some  years  ago. .  .a  fitting  image,  no 
doubt,  for  what  happens  when  a  divine  task  is  entrusted  to 
finite  human  hands.)  I  just  saw  in  a  magazine  this  past  week, 
an  advertisement  for  a  monthly  magazine  whose  sole  topic  is 
matters  relating  to  the  end  of  the  world  in  the  year  2000.  For 
a  mere  $250,  the  publisher  is  offering  a  2-year  subscription 
which  ends  2001  and  the  magazine  includes  hot  tips  for  which 
stocks  to  buy  for  the  best  returns  on  long-term  growth!  And 
so  it  goes  when  humans  presume  to  predict  the  day  and  time 
and  place  of  God's  actions.  As  we  approach  the  millennium,  I 
do  so  as  a  Christian,  firm  in  the  knowledge  that  Jesus  may 
return  in  glory  at  any  time  and  also  in  the  knowledge  that 
until  that  time,  we  are  called,  in  the  words  of  the  Gospel,  to 
be  awake  and  to  watch. .  .for  we  do  not  know  the  exact  day  or 
how  the  Lord  will  return.  But  we  are  confident  in  the 
knowledge  that  Jesus  will  return,  and  that  we  will  greet  him 
without  shame  or  fear,  and  with  the  confidence  born  of  love 
and  trust. 

Now,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  benchmark  of  the  beginning 
of  a  new  millennium  is  a  good  point  for  us  as  a  diocese  to 
begin  our  visioning  for  the  years  ahead.  I  share  with  you 
now,  the  beginnings  of  my  own  visioning  for  our  life  as  a 
diocese.  I  do  so  in  the  understanding  that  my  own  vision  is 
partial  until  we  have  all  had  a  hand  in  shaping  it  and  the  vision 
has  become  our  vision  as  a  diocese. 

Vision  comes  from  God.  Vision  has  an  "out  there"  part, 
that  has  to  do  with  the  invitations  God  issues  to  us  for  new 
and  renewed  ministry  as  God's  pilgrim  church  travels  the 
road  toward  its  heavenly  destination.  Vision  also  has  an 
"interior"  part  consisting  of  what  rests  uneasily  on  our  souls, 
producing  restlessness  and  prodding  which  urges  us  toward 
action  and  response  to  what  is  and  to  what  might  be.  Vision 
comes  only  with  labor,  prayer,  discernment,  listening, 
discussion,  struggle,  and  sometimes  conflict.  But  vision  is  so 
central  to  our  pilgrimage  that  one  writer  in  the  Bible  said, 
"Where  there  is  no  vision,  the  people  perish."  A  vision 
then,  describes  the  present,  projects  into  the  future  and 
involves  us  as  God's  people  in  creative  and  meaningful 
actions  arising  from  our  trust  in  God  and  in  our  commitment 
to  ministry  to  God's  world. 

My  vision  has  three  parts.  The  first  is  this:  currently 
there  are  roughly  16,000  Episcopalians  in  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina.  I  envision  that  by  the  year  2005  that  we  double  our 
number  to  32,000  or  more.  Remember  that  bringing  others 
into  the  life  and  fellowship  of  the  church  is  not  an  extra  for 
us,  and  not  an  optional  piece  of  our  life,  if  we  take  our  Lord's 
command  seriously  to  "go  and  baptize  all  nations."  Every  one 
of  us  here  today  knows  at  least  one  person  or  one  family  who 
do  not  have  a  church  home.  Every  one  of  us  here  today  have 
found  in  the  church  wholeness,  healing,  forgiveness, 
acceptance  and  hope.  Every  one  of  us  here  today  is  called  by 
our  Lord  through  our  baptism  to  introduce  and  bring  others 
into  the  joy  and  hopefulness  of  a  greater  relationship  to  the 
risen  Lord  within  the  fellowship  of  the  church.  I  want  the 
worship  of  each  congregation  in  this  diocese  to  be  glorious 
and  life-giving  every  Sunday.  I  want  each  congregation  in 
this  diocese  to  become  a  community  of  miraculous 
transformation  where  lives  are  strengthened,  souls  are 
healed  and  bold  ministry  is  empowered.  And  why  not?  Such 
worship,  mission  and  ministry  is  not  just  something  we 
choose  to  do  or  not;  it  is  an  expression  of  who  we  are.  When 
I  shared  this  part  of  my  vision  with  one  person  recently,  she 
said,  "Oh  you  mean  each  one  bring  one,  and  you're  giving  us 
five  years  to  do  it."  Precisely!  Today,  I  want  us  to  commit 
ourselves,  as  a  diocese,  to  doubling  the  number  of 


Episcopalians  by  2005.  Our  struggle  will  be  to  plan  how  we 
can  support  and  encourage,  through  our  life  as  a  diocese, 
individuals,  and  parishes  living  into  this  vision.  We  can  do  it. 
Jesus  calls  us  to  do  it.  We  have  the  resources  to  do  it.  The 
only  question  is,  do  we  have  the  will  to  do  it? 

The  second  part  of  my  vision  is  to  establish  what  I  am 
calling  an  Anglican  Academy.  The  purpose  of  this  is  to 
provide  on  a  parish,  deanery  and  diocesan  level,  educational 
opportunities,  leadership  training  events  and  occasions  for 
spiritual  growth  that  arise  from  and  give  witness  to  the  deep 
nourishment  from  the  wellspring  of  our  magnificent  heritage 
as  Christians  and  as  Anglicans.  In  scriptural  terms,  I  am 
describing  "equipping  the  saints"  for  continuing  our 
pilgrimage.  I  envision  developing  a  wide  range  of  academic 
and  experiential  opportunities  for  learning  and  growth;  for 
example,  courses  in  the  traditional  areas  of  Biblical  studies, 
Theology,  Church  History,  Moral  Theology  and  Ethics,  and 
liturgy,  among  others.  I  envision  opportunities  for  growth  for 
both  ordained  and  lay  people  in  those  practical  areas  that 
relate  to  the  practice  of  ministry  such  as  leadership  training 
for  ordained  and  laity,  conflict  resolution,  organization  and 
management,  stewardship,  evangelism  and  church  growth. 

The  third  part  of  my  vision  is  to  establish  a  cathedral  for 
the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  something  which  our  diocese 
has  never  had.  Now  when  I  say  cathedral,  what  I  don't  mean 
is  erecting  a  large  building  of  stone.  To  me,  a  cathedral  is 
many  things,  but  principally  it  is  a  place  where  certain 
relationships  are  modeled  and  celebrated.  First,  the 
cathedral  is  the  seat  of  the  bishop  and  the  spiritual  center  of 
our  diocese  from  which  all  baptismal  and  Eucharistic 
ministry  flows  into  all  the  parishes  of  our  diocese.  The 
cathedral  is  then  the  spiritual  heart  of  our  diocese.  Second, 
the  cathedral  belongs  equally  to  all,  and  every  parishioner  of 
our  diocese  can  visit  the  cathedral  and  say,  "This  is  my 
cathedral.  This  is  the  wellspring  of  my  home  parish's 
worship,  witness,  mission  and  ministry.  I  belong  here  as  do 
the  other  16,000  communicants  of  this  diocese."  Third,  the 
cathedral  is  the  great  crossroads  of  our  diocese  to  which 
people  are  drawn  on  pilgrimage  -  and  I  say  on  pilgrimage 
because  one  sets  out  on  pilgrimage  to  the  expectation  that  on 
one's  journey  there  will  be  an  encounter  with  the  divine,  a 
rendezvous  with  the  risen  Christ  in  unique  and  surprising 
ways.  The  cathedral,  then  is  the  place  from  which  all 
ministry  in  our  diocese  flows  and  that  place  to  which  we  are 
drawn  on  pilgrimage.  The  cathedral  is  a  sign  of  our  unity,  our 
oneness  in  Christ,  and  from  which  we  are  sent  back  into  our 
parishes,  lives  and  ministries,  renewed  and  strengthened  and 
equipped  for  the  pilgrimage  that  is  ours  as  God's  saints. 

Therefore,  I  intend  to  establish  the  cathedral  of  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina  at  the  one  place  that  we  all  know  to 
be  the  spiritual  heart  of  our  diocese,  the  great  crossroads  of 
our  diocese;  that  place  to  which  we  are  drawn  for  education, 
fellowship  and  refreshment,  and  from  which  we  return 
to  our  everyday  life  and  ministry  renewed  and  strengthened. 
I  intend  to  place  our  cathedral  at  Trinity  Center. 

Note  that  Trinity  Center  itself  is  not  the  cathedral,  since 
Trinity  Center  is  one  expression  of  the  life  and  mission  of  the 
cathedral.  Rather,  I  envision  placing  a  building  at  Trinity 
Center  to  be  the  physical  expression  and  focal  point  of  the  life 
of  our  cathedral.  I  would  love  to  find  an  existing  church 
building,  one  that  is  perhaps  small  in  size,  unused  in  a 
regular  way  at  present;  a  building  that  is  perhaps  of  venerable 
age,  with  links  to  both  our  historical  past  and  present 
ministry.  And  upon  finding  such  a  building  then  to  move  it  to 
Trinity  Center  in  order  that  it  become  the  Cathedral  of  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina.  Restored  and  refurbished,  the 
building  becomes  the  center  of  daily  worship  for  Trinity 
Center  itself,  and  a  place  of  worship  for  the  various  meetings 
and  gatherings  of  our  diocese  at  Trinity  Center.  The  building 
itself  need  not  be  large  in  a  material  way  in  regards  to  its 
physical  size.  For  what  place  built  with  human  hands  can 
contain  the  risen  Christ?  Small  though  it  may  be  in  physical 
size,  our  cathedral's  heart  will  be  enormous.  Large  enough 

Continued  on  next  page 


March  1999 


Cross  Current 


3 


THE  BUDGET 


In  turnaround,  budget 
becomes  hot  topic  at 
this  year's  convention 


By  Scott  Nunn 

While  controversial  issues  on 
world  debt  and  sexuality  came  before 
the  116th  Convention  of  the  Diocese 
of  East  Carolina,  for  the  first  time  in 
recent  years  it  was  the  diocesan 
budget  that  stood  out  as  the  biggest 
issue  at  convention. 

The  convention  committee  had 
reserved  a  small  room  for  the  hearing 
on  the  budget,  which,  according  to 
Jane  Wynne,  diocesan  assistant  for 
administration  and  finance, 
traditionally  draws  only  a  handful  of 
people. 

It  was  a  different  story  this  year, 
however,  as  the  room  was  crowded 
with  delegates  eager  to  ask  questions 
of  Ms.  Wynne  and  budget  committee 
chairman  Allen  Hornthal. 

The  reason  was  clear:  the  numbers 
were  falling  short  this  year  and 
program  budgets  were  being  cut. 

Convention  ultimately  passed  a 
budget  of  $1,711,909,  compared  with 
last  year's  $1,760,625  budget.  But  for 
1999,  churches  pledged  $1,250,900 
compared  with  $1,293,000  in  1998.  To 
make  matters  worse,  of  the  1,293,000 
pledged  in  1998,  only  $1,241,921  was 
actually  paid. 

The  1999  budget  puts  pay 
increases  for  diocesan  staff  at  1 
percent,  which,  delegates  noted,  is 
less  than  the  cost  of  living  increase 
recommended  by  the  government. 

One  of  the  budget  areas  that 
received  the  most  attention  was 
missionary  outreach,  which  makes 


grants  to  groups  such  as  Albemarle 
manna,  Episcopal  Farmworkers 
Ministry,  Good  Shepherd  House, 
college  work  and  San  Mateo.  The 
Missionary  Outreach  received 
$261,668  in  1998  and  was  requesting 
$305,230  for  1999.  The  1999  budget 
allocates  $266,400. 

As  in  years  past  there  was  also 
discussion  about  the  amount  the 
diocese  was  receiving  from  the 
.Foundation  -  the  diocesan  endowment 
-  for  its  operating  budget.  This  year 
$382,500  will  come  from  the 
foundation  to  help  balance  the  budget. 

Some  delegates  said  that  that  was 
what  the  Foundation  was  for  but 
others  noted  that  the  more  money  was 
needed  for  the  operating  budget,  the 
less  could  be  used  for  grants  and  other 
outreach.  It  was  also  pointed  out  that 
the  Foundation's  $9  million  balance 
had  been  achieved  in  an  extraordinary 
stock  market  and  that  such 
performance  cannot  be  guaranteed  in 
the  future. 

When  the  budget  came  up  for  a 
vote  on  the  convention  floor,  several 
delegates  urged  the  convention 
members  to  return  to  their  vestries 
and  urge  them  to  increase  their 
pledges  to  make  up  the  shortfall  in 
giving.  One  church  even  presented  a 
check  as  in  increase  in  its  pledge. 

Budget  chairman  Allen  Hornthal 
said  he  was  determined  to  see  the 
budget  improve.  Noting  that  it  may 
soon  be  time  for  him  to  step  down 
from  his  position,  he  said  emphatically, 
"I'm  not  going  out  like  this." 


116th  Convention  Election  Results 


General  Convention  Deputies 
Clerical  Order 

1.  Lucy  Talbott  -  Chair  of 
Deputation  -  St.  Paul's  in-the- 
Pines, Fayetteville 

2.  Ronald  Abrams  -  Holy  Trinity, 
Fayetteville 

3.  Joseph  Cooper  -  Church  of  the 
Servant,  Wilmington 

4.  Barbara  Chaffee  -  St.  Thomas, 
Windsor 

5.  C.  Thomas  Midyette  (first 
alternate)  -  St.  Paul's,  Greenville 

6.  William  J.  Bradbury  (second 
alternate)  -  St.  Peter's,  Washington 

7.  Thomas  Rickenbaker  (third 
alternate)  -  St.  Paul's,  Edenton 

General  Convention  Deputies 
Lav  Order 

1.  David  A.  Stoller  -  Christ,  New 
Bern 

2.  Nancy  Broadwell  -  Holy  Trinity, 
Fayetteville 

3.  Larry  Overton  -  St.  Thomas, 
Ahoskie 

4.  Jo  Parrott  -  St.  Mary's,  Kinston 

5.  Harriette  Wagner  -  St.  John's, 
Wilmington  (first  alternate) 

6.  Myrtle  Pritchard  -  Christ, 
Elizabeth  City  (second  alternate) 

Trustee  of  the  Diocese 

Mrs.  Alice  (Dill)  Lynch  -  St.  Peter's, 

Washington 

Standing  Committee  -  Lay  Order 
Susie  White  -  St.  Andrew's,  Nags 
Head 


Standing  Committee  -  Clerical 
Order 

Rickie  Steenstra  -  Good  Shepherd, 
Wilmington  (three  year  term) 
Ronald  Abrams  -  Holy  Trinity, 
Fayetteville  (unexpired  two  year 
term) 

Trustees.  University  of  the  South 
The  Rev.  William  Trimble  Jr.  -  St. 
Andrew's  on-the-Sound,  Wilmington 

Executive  Council  At-Large  -  Lay 
Ed  Fox  -  St.  John's,  Fayetteville 
Helen  vanLaer  -  All  Saints' , 
Southern  Shores 

Executive  Council  At-Large  - 
Clerical 

Lucy  Talbott  -  St.  Paul's  in-the- 
Pines,  Fayetteville 

Executive  Council  Deanery  Reps 

Albemarle  Deanery  -  The  Rev. 
Margaret  Shepard,  All  Saints, 
Southern  Shores 

Pamlico  Deanery  -  Doug  Cutler, 
Zion  Washington 

Trinity  Deanery  -  Patricia  Phillips, 
St.  Paul's,  Beaufort 

Upper  Cape  Fear  -  Carl  Rosenbaum, 
St.  John's,  Fayetteville 

Lower  Cape  Fear  -  The  Rev.  Richard 
Warner 


BISHOP  DANIEL'S  ADDRESS  TO  CONVENTION 
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to  hold  God's  heart,  and  small  enough  to  hold  yours,  and  mine. 

There  will  be  more  to  the  vision,  and  more  added  to  it  as 
our  visioning  widens  to  include  all  of  us  in  the  diocese. 
There  will  be  more  to  the  vision,  and  more  added  to  it  as  our 
visioning  widens  to  include  all  of  us  in  the  diocese. 

Such  visioning  will  require  restructuring;  restructuring 
and  reorganizing  our  diocesan  structures  to  serve,  enhance 
and  promote  the  vision.  And  so  I  close  with  a  few  words  about 
how  your  bishop  understands  what  it  means  to 
be  diocese  together,  and  what  the  structures  that  serve  our 
diocese  might  look  like. 

First,  I  understand  diocese  to  mean  not  structures,  but 
relationships.  Our  diocese,  and  every  diocese,  is  a  body,  a 
living  organism  that  is  an  expression  of  the  life  of  the  risen 
one  who  animates  the  body.  That  is  the  only  reason  to  have  a 
body:  to  give  expression  to  the  life  that  is  in  it.  Our  life,  our 
relationships  as  a  diocesan  body  are  rooted  in  the  baptismal 
relationship  each  has  and  all  have  with  the  risen  Christ. 
Diocese  is  a  relationship  rooted  in  a  body  and  expressive  of 
the  life  within  that  body.  Our  individual  relationship  with  the 
risen  Christ  through  baptism,  our  corporate  life  and 
relationships  as  the  living  body  of  Christ,  our  relationship  with 


the  world  which  our  Lord  calls  us  to  minister.  Diocese  -  it's 
all  about  relationships,  with  a  structure  to  serve  the 
relationships,  and  not  the  other  way  around. 

There  are,  I  think,  two  ways  of  seeing  our  life  as  a  diocese 
in  a  structural  way.  The  first  is  to  see  the  diocese  as  a 
pyramid;  broad  at  its  base,  built  on  a  foundation  of  perhaps  lay 
persons  and  parishioners,  narrowing  as  it  moves  upward 
through  the  smaller  numbers  of  priests  and 
deacons.  And  then  at  the  apex  of  the  pyramid  sits  the  bishop. 
That  is  one  way  to  think  about  the  diocese  structurally.  But 
there's  a  problem  with  this  view.  The  problem  is  that  a 
pyramid  is  static,  immovable,  and  in  itspurpose,  a  pyramid  is  a 
tomb. 

There  is,  I  believe,  a  more  dynamic,  organic  and  life-giving 
way  of  thinking  about  our  life  and  structure  as  diocese.  I  like 
to  think  of  our  diocesan  life  as  a  tree:  a  tree  that  sends  its 
roots  deep  into  the  nourishing  soil  of  scripture  and  tradition 
and  reason;  a  tree  held  up  by  a  sturdy  trunk  representing  the 
life  of  the  diocese,  a  trunk  through  which  nourishment  and  life 
moves  up  from  the  roots  to  the  branches  and  leaves.  I  think 
of  the  branches  and  leaves  and  fruit  as  being  the  life  of  the 
congregations  and  people  of  East  Carolina;  nourished  by  the 
food  from  the  roots,  and  in  return  replenishing  the  roots.  For, 
you  see,  even  through  our  diocese  is  the  basic  unit  of  the 


church,  our  diocese  also  exists  to  serve  the  parishes  and 
people  of  our  diocese.  After  all,  our  call  as  Christians 
is  always  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  him  who  came  to  serve, 
and  not  to  be  served. 

And  so  we  who  are  the  body  of  Christ  in  this  world, 
ministering  with  His  hands  and  following  in  His  footsteps  of 
servant  hood,  we  continue  on  our  pilgrims'  way,  neither 
neglecting  our  Lord's  commission  to  minister  in  His  name  noi 
forgetting  the  heavenly  prize  that  is  our  final  and  unending 
pilgrim's  rest.  As  we  journey  in  our  pilgrimage,  let  us  sing: 
confidently,  boldly,  hopefully.  Let  our  song  fill  the  hearts  of 
all  who  hear  it,  unstop  the  ears  of  all  who  catch  its  melody  an< 
open  the  eyes  of  all  who  glimpse  its  power.  "Awake  my  soul,' 
says  the  hymn,  "Awake  my  soul  and  stretch  every  nerve,  and 
press  with  vigor  on;  a  heavenly  race  demands  thy  zeal,  and  an 
immortal  crown,  and  an  immortal  crown." 

May  God  give  us  the  will  to  do  these  things,  and  the  grace 
and  power  to  pursue  them  as  we  go  about  our  God-given  worl 
of  proclaiming  the  Good  News  of  Jesus  Christ  to  every  persoi 
in  East  Carolina:  You  are  loved.  You  are  not  alone.  We 
belong  to  one  another.  We  make  one  another  stronger.  Such 
is  the  Gospel  we  proclaim  as  a  pilgrim  people. 
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AN  INTERVIEW  WITH  JOHN  PRITCHARD,  ARCHDEACON  OF  CANTERBURY 


An  archdeacon  full  of  grace  and  powerful  words 


By  Katerina  Whitley 

For  those  whose  image  of  a 
Church  of  England  archdeacon 
derives  from  the  novels  of 
Anthony  Trollope  and  Susan 
Hawatch,  Canterbury 
Archdeacon  John  Pritchard 
comes  as  a  delightful  surprise. 
Down  to  earth,  erudite,  kind,  possessing  a 
sharp  intelligence,  he  was  a  hit  at  the 
diocesan  convention.  In  an  interview  with 
Cross  Current,  he  acknowledged  the 
traditional  image  of  the  archdeacon  as  "the 
eyes  of  the  bishop,"  or  "the  bishop's  hit  man." 
He  sees  the  role  now  as  pastoral,  designed  to 
help  the  bishop,  the  diocese,  and  the  clergy. 
He  likened  the  functions  of  the  archdeacon  to 
those  of  a  ship's  engineer  who  is  in  charge  of 
property  and  finance,  but  who  also  goes  on 
the  bridge  to  check  on  the  vision  and 
direction  (of  the  dioceses),  and  wanders  about 
on  the  deck  listening,  resourcing,  and  being 
pastoral. 

There  are  at  least  two  archdeacons  in 
each  diocese,  the  Rev.  John  Pritchard  said, 
but  in  large  dioceses,  like  that  of  London, 
there  can  be  as  many  as  six  or  eight.  The 
archdeacon  can  stay  in  the  role  for  life  or  rise 
to  the  position  of  dean  or  bishop.  But 
Pritchard  finds  it  also  humbling  "to  see  the 
name  of  Thomas  . . .  Becket  inscribed  in 
Canterbury  Cathedral  and  to  realize  that  he 
also  served  as  archdeacon."  Archdeacons  are 
appointed  by  the  bishop  or  the  archbishop  as 
was  the  case  with  Pritchard  who  serves  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  "But  it  is  now 
more  democratic,"  he  added  about  the 
selection  process.  There  was  a  large  number 
of  names  proposed  to  the  Archbishop  who 
interviewed  the  candidates  and  selected 
among  them.  Those  who  listened  to  the 
presentations  of  John  Pritchard  on  Thursday 
afternoon  and  Saturday  morning  expressed 
the  opinion  that  the  Archbishop  has  made  an 
excellent  choice. 

The  talk  of  archdeacons  brings  to  mind 
the  historic  position  of  the  cathedrals  in  the 
life  of  all  the  people  of  the  British  isles  and  of 
the  Church  of  England  in  particular.  What  of 
the  cathedrals?  Are  they  simply  monuments 
to  architecture?  Are  they  the  Parthenons  of 
England  pointing  only  to  a  glorious  past  and 
remaining  empty  of  believers  because  the 
faith  is  no  longer  practiced? 

They  are  in  a  time  of  renaissance,"  the 
archdeacon  said  of  the  cathedrals  in  England. 
"Their  new  role  is  as  flagships  of  the  spirit, 
the  human  spirit.  In  Canterbury  I  see  more 
and  more  young  people.  Cathedrals  are 
becoming  important  in  their  educational  role 
which  they  are  taking  more  seriously.  They 
are  holding  festivals,  they  are  recapturing 
their  role."  He  also  explained  that  there  is  a 
new  measure  in  parliament  to  rewrite  the 
statutes  of  cathedrals  so  they  will  not  become 
relics. 

The  conversation  moved  on  to 
fundamentalism  and  the  tension  between  the 
traditionalists  or  conservatives  and  those  who 
see  the  church  as  moving  and  changing  with 
the  times.  Pritchard  explained:  "There  are 
two  wings  in  the  Church  of  England  coming 
to  an  unholy  alliance.  The  conservative 
evangelical  wing,  called  Reformed,  are 
withholding  money.  The  other  wing  is  the 
Forward  in  Faith  movement  of  Anglo- 
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Catholicism  which  objects  to  the  ordination  of 
women."  Pritchard  sees  them  as  "a  danger  to 
the  church,  but  I  am  being  not  too 
pessimistic,  because  the  church  is  feeling  the 
importance  of  unity  for  mission." 

The  common  ground  and  his  cause  for 
optimism  is  focused  on  evangelicals  who  hold 
positions  of  responsibility  in  the  Church  of 
England,  and  they  are  finding  lines  of 
communication.  "They  have  worked  hard  to 
talk  to  Forward  in  Faith  members,  and  they 
have  been  very  successful  in  Canterbury." 

The  other  subject  that  is  troubling  so 
many  in  our  church,  homosexuality,  Pritchard 
called  a  real  dilemma.  "The  church  has  been 
able  to  put  a  cap  on  the  cauldron  as  the 
Archbishop  tries  to  control  potential 
disaster."  With  a  wry  smile  he  added,  "The 
Church  of  England  has  a  long  record  of 
handling  controversy  by  moving  slowly  and 
by  delaying  and  coming  to  one  mind 
eventually.  It  is  an  elongated  conversation." 
He  continued:  "The  Church  has  an  uneasy 
statement  that  says  that  homosexuality  is  not 
equal  and  parallel  (to  the  marriage  and  love 
between  male  and  female),  but  if  lay  people  in 
prayer  and  integrity  decide  that  this 
relationship  is  of  God,  then  the  Church  can 
live  with  that."  However,  the  same  does  not 
hold  true  for  the  clergy. 

And  the  final  question  brought  out  John 
Pritchard's  enthusiasm.  "What  is  your  hope 
for  the  Church?" 

"I  hope  that  it  will  take  into  its  heart  the 
movement  from  pastoral  to  mission.  That  it 
doesn't  withdraw  from  the  people  of  England, 
especially  the  children  and  youth  who  are  in  a 
bad  state.  I  want  to  see  it  shed  some  of  the 
bureaucracy  and  fear,  to  become  streamlined 
spiritually  and  materially." 

Then  he  expressed  his  hope  for  a  new 
form  of  establishment  in  the  Church  of 
England  in  its  relationship  to  the  state.  The 


prime  minister  still  has  the  power  to  refuse  a 
bishopric  to  a  priest  the  church  deems  worthy 
of  the  position.  The  prime  minister  still  put 
the  names  of  the  candidates  to  the  Queen. 
But  if  there  is  a  total  separation  from  the 
state,  "the  Church  runs  the  risk  of  becoming  a 
sect,  and  it  would  lose  a  huge  pastoral  and 
evangelistic  mission." 

Ultimately,  it  is  mission  that  concerns 
John  Pritchard.  In  his  brilliant  teaching 
lecture  on  Thursday  afternoon,  he  enlarged 
upon  the  theme  of  the  convention,  "Give  us 
an  inquiring  mind  and  a  discerning  heart"  by 
concluding  with  the  importance  of  mission  in 
the  life  of  the  Church  and  of  the  Christian. 
"Mission  is  what  the  Church  is  here  for  and 
what  we  are  here  for...  Mission  is  at  the  very 
heart  of  God.  It  isn't  something  God  does;  it's 
what  he  is,  the  source  of  overflowing  love." 

He  said  that  the  Church  of  England  is 
lacking  in  the  social  action  aspect  of  mission. 
"Not  like  you  here  in  the  States,"  he  added. 
He  noted  that  when  parishioners  pull  back  on 
resources,  social  action  suffers.  During  his 
lecture  he  saw  mission  as  three  interlocking 
circles.  The  first  one  is  evangelism.  "The 
second  interlocking  circle  of  mission  is  social 
action,  enacting,  living  out,  the  love  of  God 
which  we  talk  about  in  evangelism.  Showing 
people  they  matter,  profoundly,  to  God.  And 
not  just  as  spiritual  beings;  but  as  whole 
human  beings  living  in  an  ambivalent  society 
that  often  works  against  them  as  well  as  for 
them." 

And  the  third  of  the  interlocking  circles  is 
the  renewal  of  the  Church. 

Listening  to  John  Pritchard  one  is  filled 
with  hope  for  the  Church  which,  through  the 
grace  and  love  of  Jesus  Christ,  has  a  servant 
of  his  discerning  heart,  incisive  mind  and 
committed  will. 


HIS  WORDS 


'Where  is  the 
spiritual  fire  in  your 
church?  Could  you  point 
to  the  powerhouse  that 
sustains  the  parish?' 

'Do  people  come  to 
church  expectantly?  Do 
they  expect  to  meet  the 
living  God?' 

'Someone  passed  on 
the  faith  to  us.  I  don't 
know  who;  I  don't  know 
how.  And  if  we  don't 
pass  it  on  to  the  next 
generation  there  will  be 
no  church.' 

'What  we  need  is  a 
church  in  constant 
renewal,  open  to  the 
Spirit  of  God.' 
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116TH  ANNUANL  CONVENTION:  AN  OVERVIEW 


Pilgrims  converge  for  convention 


By  Scott  Nunn 


A 


mid  colorful  streamers  waved  by  dancers 
and  a  rich  sea  of  church  banners,  the 
116th  Annual  Convention  of  the  Diocese 
of  East  Carolina  opened  Feb.  11  with  the 
theme  "Give  us  an  inquiring  and 
discerning  heart." 

Brass  and  organ  accompanied  the  choir 
for  the  opening  service  at  St.  Patrick's 
Catholic  Church  in  Fayetteville  as  they  sang  "We  rely 
on  the  power  of  god  who  has  saved  us  and  called  us  to 
holiness." 

The  cross-led  procession  of  acolytes,  priests, 
deacons  and  seminarians  resembled  a  band  of  pilgrims 
as  they  led  Bishop  Clifton  Daniel  into  the  large  church 
as  light  clouds  of  incense  rose  toward  the  ceiling. 

"Stir  into  a  flame  the  gift  that  God  has  given:  not  a 
spirit  of  fear,  but  a  spirit  of  strength,  and  of  love  and  of 
wisdom"  said  the  procession  anthem. 

After  hearing  the  words  of  scripture,  delegates  and 
quests  renewed  their  baptismal  vows  with  words  from 
the  sacrament  from  which  the  convention  theme  was 
draw: 

. . .  Sustain  them,  0  Lord,  in  your  Holy  Spirit.  Give 
them  an  inquiring  and  discerning  heart,  courage  to  will 
and  to  persever,  a  spirit  to  know  and  to  love  you,  and  the 
gift  of  the  joy  and  wonder  in  all  your  works.  (BCP  p.308) 

Reflecting  on  his  own  pilgrimage  to  Canterbury 
Cathedral  for  the  Lambeth  Conference  last  year, 
Bishop  Daniel  carried  the  delegates  on  the  pilgrimage 
he  makes  early  each  Sunday  in  East  Carolina  as  he 
visits  the  churches  of  the  Diocese.  Along  his  journey, 
this  pilgrim  bishop,  Dan,  encounters  a  diverse  group  of 
people,  some  sad,  some  angry,  some  hungry.  He 
discovered  himself  called  on  to  offer  the  comforting 
words  of  scripture;  he  found  himself  linked  to  a  much 
larger  body  of  faith;  and  finally,  he  called  to  be  an 
evangelist  as  he  points  a  fellow  pilgrim  in  the  direction 
of  a  place  that  welcomes  hungry  hearts. 

The  opening  service  ended  with  the  hymn  words: 
"Singing  songs  of  expectation,  onward  goes  the  pilgrim 
band,  through  the  night  of  doubt  and  sorrow,  marching 
to  the  promised  land.  Clear  before  us  through  the 
darkness  gleams  and  burns  the  guiding  light:  trusting 
God  we  march  together  stepping  fearless  through  the 
night." 

Responding  to  suggestions  from  past  delegates,  the 
traditional  Thursday  afternoon  presentations  were 
replaced  with  a  teaching  session  led  by  The  Ven.  John 
Pritchard,  Archdeacon  of  Canterbury  Cathedral  in 
England. 

Rev.  Pritchard  delighted  the  delegates  with  his  fine 
British  accent  and  humor:  "The  great  thing  about  being 
an  Anglican,"  one  Church  of  England  parishioner  was 
overheard  saying,  "is  it  doesn't  interfere  with  your 
politics  or  your  religion."  Rev.  Pritchard  complimented 
the  American  Church  on  is  vitality  and  noted  that  the 
Church  of  England  has  been  called  "the  bland  leading 
the  bland." 

But  Rev.  Pritchard  quickly  turned  from  laughs  to 
profound  thoughts  as  he  told  the  delegates  that  he  is 
committed  to  the  renewal  of  the  church  from  the  roots 
up  and  from  God  down.  "We  have  to  take  the  hot  steel 
of  the  Gospel  and  pour  it  into  the  molds  that  the  people 
are  using  at  this  time,"  he  said. 

The  legislative  business  of  the  Convention  began 
Friday  morning  with  election  of  convention  officers: 
Jane  Wynne,  convention  secretary;  P.C.  Barwick, 
parliamentarian;  H.  Mack  Bell,  historiographer,  David 
Shields,  treasurer;  and  Joan  Geiszler-Ludlum, 
chancellor.  Ms.  Geiszler  Ludlum  replaced  Mr.  Barwick, 


who  served  as  chancellor,  the  diocese  legal  counsel,  for 
10  years. 

In  his  Convention  address,  Bishop  Daniel  took  a  look 
at  the  previous  year  and  his  vision  for  the  future  of  the 
diocese.  Bishop  Daniel  said  he  knew  he  had  finally 
arrived  as  bishop  when,  on  a  Sunday  church  visitation, 
a  lady  shook  his  hand  and  said,  "Oh,  bishop,  it's  so  good 
to  see  you  again,  but  when  do  we  get  to  see  the  new 
bishop?  Before  the  bishop  could  speak,  the  lady's 
companion  said,  "Dear,  he  is  the  new  bishop;  he  just 
doesn't  seem  that  way  anymore." 

Bishop  Daniel  thanked  outgoing  Chancellor  P.C. 
Barwick  and  Trinity  Center  Executive  Director  Mike 
Morgan,  who  will  retire  at  the  end  of  the  year  after  10 
years  service. 

Reviewing  the  past  year  the  Bishop  touched  on  the 
Retirement  Facility  Feasibility  Study;  the  ongoing 
ministry  in  the  Hispanic  community,  including  a  new 
Episcopal  Hispanic  Ministry  Board  charged  with 
exploring  how  the  diocese  might  expand  and  deepen  its 
ministry  to  the  many  Hispanics  who  now  make  their 
homes  in  East  Carolina.  Also  addressed  was  a  renewed 
effort  for  support  of  clergy  and  call  for  improved 
stewardship  as  the  diocese  faces  a  budget  shortfall. 

Bishop  Daniel  also  told  the  convention  that  the  two 
year  transition  period  following  Bishop  Sanders'  death 
ends  this  year,  and  that  he  will  soon  be  making 
decisions  on  the  future  structure  of  his  staff. 

Continuing  his  theme  of  pilgrimage,  Bishop  Daniel 
laid  out  his  goals  for  the  future,  including  doubling  the 
number  of  Episcopalians  in  East  Carolina  from  16,000 
to  32,000  by  the  year  2005  (the  Bishop  noted  that  when 
he  recently  shared  that  goal  with  someone,  the  person 
replied,  "Oh  you  mean  each  one  bring  one,  and  you're 


giving  us  five  years  to  do  it."  "Precisely,"  the  Bishop 
said.)  In  light  of  that  goal,  he  announced  that  David 
Stoller  of  Christ  Church  New  Bern  has  been  appointed 
chair  of  the  Department  of  Congregations  and 
Development. 

The  Bishop  announced  the  creation  of  an  Anglican 
Academy  to  provide  education  and  leadership  training 
for  the  Diocese.  And  finally,  the  bishop  shared  his 
vision  to  place  a  cathedral  church  at  Trinity  Center  to 
be  the  spiritual  center  of  the  Diocese,  perhaps  moving 
a  small  unused  church  building  to  the  site. 

On  Friday  afternoon,  the  Bishop  introduced  Susy 
Miller  who  is  serving  as  Diocesan  Consultant.  The 
report  was  given  on  the  retirement  facility  study  and 
the  delegates  gave  their  approval  for  the  committee  to 
continue  its  inquiries. 

Delegates  spent  the  remainder  of  Friday  in  hearings 
on  the  various  resolutions  being  considered  by  the 
Convention.  As  has  become  a  Convention  tradition, 
Choral  Evensong  was  offered  at  Holy  Trinity  Church 
and  Friday's  events  closed  with  a  banquet  dinner. 

Saturday's  session  opened  with  the  Liturgy  of  the 
Word  and  delegates  then  heard  reports  on  Trinity 
Center,  youth,  and  the  budget.  The  legislative  business 
ended  with  a  vote  on  the  budget  and  debate  and  vote  on 
resolutions.  Convention  closed  with  the  Liturgy  of  the 
Table  and  the  delegates  were  sent  on  their  pilgrimages 
with  the  hymn  words,  "God  of  grace  and  God  of  Glory, 
on  thy  people  pour  thy  power;  crown  thine  ancient 
Church's  story;  bring  her  bud  to  glorious  flower;  Grant 
us  wisdom,  grant  us  courage,  for  the  facing  of  this 
hour." 
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LAMBETH  RESOLUTIONS 


Action  of  bishops 
at  Lamebth  felt  here 


By  Perry  Fisher 

The  116th  Annual  Convention  of  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina  chose  to  keep 
talking  about  same-sex  relationship 
issues. 

Three  resolutions  were  presented  to 
the  delegates  at  the  Holiday  Inn 
Bordeaux  in  Fayetteville.  Two  were 
companion  pieces,  one  ran  counter  to  the 
others.  But  that's  not  the  way  it  ended. 

The  three  resolutions  were  the 
subjects  of  a  hearing  Friday  afternoon, 
the  day  before  the  votes  on  the  floor.  All 
three  of  them  made  reference  to  the 
1998  Lambeth  Conference,  in  which 
practicing  homosexuals  were  included 
into  the  Body  of  Christ,  but  not  in  same- 
sex  marriages  or  in  the  clergy. 

Resolutions  numbers  four  and  seven 
supported  Lambeth.  Number  six 
opposed  it.  More  than  a  hundred 
delegates  were  on  hand  to  hear  speakers 
present  their  views. 

Resolution  #4  was  submitted  by  St. 
Peter's,  Washington.  It  pointed  out  that 
Lambeth  was  overwhelmingly  approved 
largely  because  African  bishops,  (the  so- 
called  Southern  Cone),  are  in  the 
majority,  and  they  approved  it  as  a  voting 
block. 

The  proposal  further  said  God's  word 
often  comes  from  the  poor,  the 
unsophisticated  and  the  weak.  It  ended 
with  the  declaration  that  Lambeth  be 
prayerfully  considered,  with  emphasis 
given  to  the  opinions  of  the  majority  of 
the  Lambeth  conferees,  which  many 
Americans  may  find  "difficult  and 
unsettling." 

The  Rev.  William  Bradbury,  Rector 
of  St.  Peter's,  urged  delegates 
to  ratify  the  resolution  saying,  "The 
power  of  the  Lord  flows  through  our 
bishops." 

Speaking  against  the  resolution  was 
Kay  Swindell,  Deacon  of  St.  Anne's, 
Jacksonville.  She  said  the  resolutions 
needed  to  "have  faces  put  on  them." 
Deacon  Swindell  went  on  to  say  her  own 
gay  daughter  is  not  fully  included  in  the 
church,  even  though  she  did  not  choose 
her  sexuality. 

Resolution  #6  was  sponsored  by  the 
Church  of  the  Servant,  Wilmington.  It 
cited  the  work  of  the  72nd  General 
Convention  of  1997  that  encourages 
dialogue  within  the  church  about  same- 
sex  inclusion.  It  affirmed  the  idea  of 
homosexuals  being  included  in  the  Body 
of  Christ.  And  it  concluded  with 
supporting  dialogue  about  full  inclusion 


of  all  church  members  in  all  aspects  of 
the  church's  life. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Cooper,  Rector, 
Church  of  the  Servant,  said,  "Lambeth 
says,  you  are  full  members.. .but  not 
really." 

The  Rev.  Bradbury  spoke  against  the 
adoption  of  Resolution  #6,  but  added 
that  dialogue  should  be  placed  monthly 
in  Cross  Current,  among  other  places. 
He  said  dialogue  could  focus  not  on  love, 
but  about  ways  to  act  out  that  love 
without  violating  one's  understanding  of 
Scripture. 

Rev.  Bradbury  also  commented  that 
little  dialogue  supporting  Lambeth  is 
seen  in  print. 

Resolution  #7  endorsed  the  Lambeth 
Conference  Resolution  on  Sexuality  in 
its  entirety.  It  was  sponsored  by  St. 
Paul's,  Edenton. 

Hood  Ellis,  Senior  Warden  at 
St.Paul's,  said  the  resolution  was  not 
meant  to  exclude  anyone  from  the  Body 
of  Christ.  He  went  on  to  say,  "Its 
intention  is  to  embrace  a  reaffirmation  of 
scripture  and  traditional  teaching  on 
human  sexuality." 

Mr.  Ellis  said  "As  long  as  we  continue 
to  act  as  though  God's  word  is  not 
relevant  to  the  issue,  it  will  continue  to 
be  divisive." 

Other  speakers  disagreed,  saying 
Scripture  builds  a  case  for  full  inclusion, 
too. 

Voting  took  place  Saturday  with  each 
vote  coming  after  debate  and,  in  some 
cases,  amendments.  Resolution  #4  was 
amended  and  reduced  to  read,  in  effect, 
that  Lambeth  should  be  considered,  and 
God's  wishes  might  unsettle  people. 

The  approved  version,  was  thus 
rendered  innocuous  and  was  so  watered 
down  by  deletions  it  lost  the  support  of 
its  sponsors.  The  amended  resolution 
passed  by  about  a  three-to-two  ratio. 
Resolution  #6  passed  by  a  margin  of  108 
to  95,  but  not  without  amendment.  A 
paragraph  was  deleted  which  called 
Lambeth  a  foreclosure  of  the  72nd 
General  Convention  by  rejecting  further 
study  and  dialogue.  One  speaker  said 
that  paragraph  was  too  aggressive. 
Resolution  #7  was  defeated  outright, 
without  amendment.  However,  a  call  of 
Vote  by  Orders  was  requested  and 
granted.  In  turn,  the  clergy  and  the  lay 
delegates  stood  to  be  counted.  The 
clergy  voted  50  to  11  against  the 
measure.  The  lay  delegation  followed 
suit,  103  to  58. 


Resolution  Roundup 

RESOLUTION  #1  (passed) 

RESOLUTION  OF  THANKSGIVING  AND  CELEBRATION 

FOR  THE  225TH  ANNIVERSARY  OF  TRINITY  CHURCH,  CHOCOWINITY 

RESOLUTION  #2  (passed) 

RESOLUTION  TO  AMEND  TITLE  II,  CANON  7,  SECTION  1 
OF  THE  CANONS  OF  THE  DIOCESE  OF  EAST  CAROLINA 

Gives  bishop  permission  to  appoint  either  priests  or  deacons  to  the  office  of  archdeacon. 
RESOLUTION  #3  (passed  amdended) 

Gives  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  the  discretion  to  request  a 
line  item  in  an  amount  up  to  $1 0,000.00  annually  from  designated  funds  to  be  invested  and 
held  for  future  use  as  such  time  as  there  may  be  a  call  for  an  episcopal  election  (lection  of  a 
bishop). 

RESOLUTION  #4  (Passed  amended) 

RESOLUTION  REGARDING  LAMBETH  CONFERENCE 

Be  it  resolved  that  this  Convention  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  exhorts  Anglicans  in  this 
diocese  and  beyond  to  reflect,  prayerfully  and  with  humility,  on  the  actions  of  the  Lambeth 
Conference,  keeping  their  minds  and  hearts  open  to  the  question  of  whether,  by  means  of 
the  Lambeth  Conference,  God  may  be  speaking  to  us  in  ways  that  many  in  the  American 
church  find  difficult  and  unsettling. 


RESOLUTION  #5  (passed) 

RESOLUTION  CONCERNING  INTERNATIONAL  DEBT 


RESOLUTION  #6  (passed  amended) 

RESOLUTION  ENDORSING  CONTINUING  DIALOGUE 
ON  ISSUES  OF  SEXUALITY 

The  1 1 6th  Convention  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  supports  the  continuing  dialogue  in 
Cross  Current  and  in  other  forums  for  the  next  12  months  as  outlined  by  the  72nd  General 
Convention  as  the  process  for  facing  questions  about  inclusion  of  gay  and  lesbian 
members  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  the  fullness  of  our  community  life  and  worship. 


RESOLUTION  #7  (failed) 

RESOLUTION  ENDORSING  THE  LAMBETH  CONFERENCE 
RESOLUTION  ON  SEXUALITY 


RESOLUTION  #8  (passed) 

RESOLUTION  CONCERNING  YOUTH  (see  Page  11) 


RESOLUTION  #9  (failed) 

Purpose  was  to  revoke  Resolution  #3  on  farmworker  labor  organizing  efforts  as  voted  by 
the  1 15th  Convention  because  not  enough  in-depth  information  was  provided  to  the  voting 
delegates  about  Resolution  #3. 

RESOLUTION  #11  OF  CONGRATULATIONS  (passed) 

Honors  the  Right  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Charlie  Von  Rosenberg  on  his  election  has  bishop  of  East 
Tennessee. 


RESOLUTION  #10  (tabled) 

Uged  diocesan  members  to  be  beacons  of  stability  and  calm  and  reject  attempts  to  link 
the  return  of  Christ  in  all  His  Glory  to  the  beginning  of  the  third  millennium. 
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Foundation  grows  in  value, 
funding  of  diocese  budget 


By  Perry  Fisher 

The  Episcopal  Foundation  of  the  Diocese 
of  East  Carolina  enjoyed  the  fruits  of  another 
good  year  on  Wall  Street. 

Al  Matthews,  who  just  completed  a  term 
as  foundation  president,  reported  a  total 
value  of  the  fund  to  be  nearly  $9.2  million. 

The  foundation,  which  could  be  called  the 
diocese's  endowment,  is  made  up  of  three 
funds,  all  of  which  are  managed  by  Montag 
and  Caldwell,  an  investment  management 
firm  in  Atlanta. 

The  foundation's  three  funds  averaged  a 
return  last  year  of  about  20  percent.  Mr. 
Matthews  credits  the  continued  strong  stock 
market's  fourth  quarter  surge  with  much  of 
that  gain. 

Over  the  past  five  years,  the  foundation's 
largest  fund,  the  Growth  Fund,  has  had  an 
average  increase  of  18.5  percent.  The 
smallest  of  the  funds  in  the  Foundation  is  the 
Other  Churches  Fund.  It  invests  the  money 
of  parishes  in  the  diocese  that  want  to  grow 
their  money  for  the  long  term. 

Foundation  financial  consultant  Robin 
Wooten  of  Interstate  Johnson  Lane  says, 
Parishes  can  take  advantage  of  the  diocese's 
relationship  with  a  world  -class  money 
manager  by  investing  in  this  fund.  Ms. 
Wooten  says  with  a  very  large  minimum 
investment  required  by  Montag,  access  to 
that  caliber  of  financial  management  would 
not  be  available  to  most  parishes. 

Ms.  Wooten  stresses  that  money  invested 


by  parishes  would  most  likely  be  in  the  realm 
of  endowments,  with  an  investment  window 
of  3-to-5  years,  at  a  minimum.  Interested 
parishes  can  call  Robin  Wooten  at  Interstate 
Johnson  Lane  in  Kinston  at  (800)  929-0649. 

This  year  the  foundation,  which  is  run  by 
a  board  of  directors  approved  by  convention, 
will  contribute  $442,500  to  the  diocese  with 
$382,500  going  toward  the  general  operating 
budget  and  $60,000  in  Creative  Christian 
Stewardship  Grants. 

The  $382,500  for  the  operating  budget  is 
an  increase  of  more  than  $40,000  dollars  from 
1998.  The  1998  contribution  from  the 
foundation  was  more  than  $100,000  greater 
than  the  1997  amount. 

Mr.  Matthews  has  concerns  about  the 
trend  of  the  past  few  years  where  higher 
amounts  of  money  are  taken  from  the 
foundation  to  make  up  deficits  in  the  diocese 
budget. 

"The  main  problem  is  the  foundation  is 
squeezed  for  money  because  parishes  cut 
back  their  contributions  to  the  Diocese,"  he 
said.  "We're  operating  the  diocese,  in  part, 
with  our  ancestors'  money.  That;s  probably 
not  right. 

Creative  Christian  Stewardship  Grants 
fund  a  number  of  outreach  and  other  church- 
related  projects  through  the  diocese. 
The  foundation  also  loans  money  to  churches 
and  other  diocese  corporations,  such  as 
Trinity  Center. 


Deans  Complete  Terms 


The  diocese's  five  deans  finished  terms  at  convention.  Pictured  are  outgoing  deans 
Mrs.  Judy  Giick,  the  Rev.  Bonnie  Clarke,  Mrs.  Jane  Martin,  the  Rev.  Gary  Noteboom, 
Bishop  Daniel  and  the  Rev.  Dale  Brudvig. 


Day  School 
Director 

St.  Anne's  Parish  Day  School 
Jacksonville,  North  Carolina 

St.  Anne's  Episcopal  Church  seeks  an  experienced 
director  for  part-time  employment  to  administer  its 
NAEC-accredited  day  school  education  and  outreach 
ministry. 

The  applicant  must  possess: 

-  A  bachelor's  degree  in  Early  Childhood 
Education/Child  Development 

-  At  least  3  years  of  full-time  teaching  experience; 
and 

-  Training  and  /or  experience  relevant  to  early 
childhood  program  administration  helpful. 

Salary  commensurate  with  experience.  Resume  to: 

St.  Anne's  Episcopal  Church 
711  Henderson  Drive 
Jacksonville,  N.C.  28540 
910  347-3774 


RIEFLY 


Pelican  House  to 
open  at  Trinity  Center 

Pelican  House,  a  quiet  retreat  house  at 

Trinity  Center,  opens  Monday,  April  5. 
Overlooking  the  ocean,  this  retreat  house 
offers  six  rooms  for  people  to  come  for  a 
day  or  several  days  to  relax,  meditate  and 
pray.  Meals  are  provided  as  well  as  ample 
space  for  rest  and  reflection 

Make  plans  to  come  for  either  a  self- 
guided  retreat  or  arrange  a  guided  retreat. 
While  the  daily  prayers  of  the  church  will 
be  said  four  times  a  day,  all  participation  is 
voluntary.  There  is  no  charge  to  stay  at 
Pelican  House,  however,  donations  are 
accepted.  Call  (252)  222-0855  for  more 
information. 

Cursillo  gives  Bibles, 
prayer  books  to  Trinity 

Trinity  Center  is  the  recipient  of  10 
new  copies  each  of  the  Bible  and  Book  of 
Common  Prayer  given  by  the  Cursillo 


Movement  in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina. 
Cursillo  Weekends  are  held  twice  a  year  at 
Trinity,  one  in  late  April  and  one  in 
November.  In  addition,  a  Fourth  Day 
weekend  is  held  each  year. 


Lenten  retreat  set 

The  Spiritual  Resources  Commission 
is  holding  its  annual  Lenten  Retreat  March 
19-21  at  Trinity  Center.  The  retreat  will  be 
lead  by  the  Rev.  Matthew  E.  Stockard  of  St. 
Paul's  Beaufort.  The  theme  is  Still  Water. 
The  cost  is  $115.  Registration  deadline  was 
March  11,  but  call  the  Diocesan  House  to 
see  if  any  spots  are  still  available. 

DOCC  conference  held 

All  Saints  Church  in  Atlanta  will  hold  an 
intensive,  one-time  training  conference 
May  6-8  to  prepare  congregations  or  other 
groups  for  use  of  the  Disciples  of  Christ  in 
Community  program.  Call  Doug  Lothes  at 


404-881-0835  for  more  information. 

Upcoming  at  Trinity  Center 

March 

Happening  18-21 

St.  Thomas  Windsor  19-20 

Lenten  Retreat  19-21 

St.  Thomas  Oriental  women  21-24 

Finance  Committee  25 

Elderhostel  28-4/2 

Trinity  Search  Committee  29-30 

Trinity  Board  30 

Dedication  of  Pelican  Horse  30 

April 

Eldershostel  4-9 
Warden's  Conference  9-10 
St.  James  Fisherman  Shallotte  retreat  10-12 
Advent  Williamston  ECW  retreat  10-11 
Holy  Trinity  Hertford  ECW  retreat  13-15 
Prison  Superintendent's  retreat  14-16 
Junior  Diocesan  Youth  event  16-18 
Retired  Clergy  and  Widows  Conf.  19-20 
Farmworkers  Ministry  Board  20-21 
Parish  Secretaries  retreat  25-26 
Cursillo  28-5/2 
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THE  YOUTH  PAGE 
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Youth  express  desire  for  exciting  worship 


By  Perry  Fisher 

Thirteen  parishes  in  the  Diocese  sent 
Youth  Representatives  to  the  1 16th 
Convention  in  Fayetteville. 
Official  business  centering  on  youth 
issues  included  a  Resolution  Concerning 
Youth,  attendance  at  hearings,  and 
performing  tasks  on  the  convention  floor. 
Unofficially,  the  young  people,  all  high  school  students, 
were  busy,  too. 

On  consecutive  mornings  they  had  breakfast 
meetings  with  Archdeacon  John  Pritchard  and  Bishop 
Daniel.  In  addition,  they  met  informally  as  a  group  to 
discuss  their  experiences. 

Resolution  #  8,  called,  Resolution  Concerning 
Youth,  was  passed  by  unanimous  acclamation.  It  calls 
for  the  appointment  of  a  task  force  to  study  the  nature 
of  the  youth  participant  representative  at  the  Diocesan 
Convention  and  report  its  recommendations  to  the  next 
convention.  It  also  asks  for  the  diocese  to  recommit 
itself  to  the  work  of  several  groups  working  with  and 
about  the  church's  young  people. 

The  breakfast  with  the  Archdeacon  of  Canterbury 
was  an  eye-opener  in  more  was  than  one.  The  group 
reports  being  taken  by  surprise  when  the  Archdeacon 
told  them  youth  membership  in  the  Church  of  England 
is  at  13  percent  and  dropping.  He  blamed  the  anti- 
religious  media.  He  also  asked  for  suggestions  they 
might  have  for  him  to  take  back  to  England  about 
bringing  kids  back  to  church. 

Breakfast  on  Saturday  with  the  Bishop  was  also  a 
learning  experience.  And  it  was  a  time  for  taking  on 
responsibility.  During  a  question-and-answer  session, 
Bishop  Daniel  was  asked  why  African  Bishops  are  so 
opposed  to  same-sex  inclusion  in  the  Anglican  Church. 

Bishop  Daniel  told  the  group  that  the  Church  in 
Africa  is  very  young  and  Christians  there  are  facing 
persecution  and  death.  There  are  already  battles 
being  waged  with  the  culture  of  many  nations,  like  with 
the  church's  stand  against  polygamy.  The  African 
church  is  under  a  great  deal  of  pressure  that  is 
intensified  because  many  of  the  nations  are  established 
in  Islam,  which  is  a  hard-line  religion. 

The  Bishop  went  on  to  say 
African  Bishops  think  they  need 
to  take  a  hard  line  on 
homosexuality  or  the 
Christians  in  Islamic 
nations  will  suffer 
more. 

At  another 
point  in  the 
conversation,  Bishop 
Daniel  gave  his  listeners 
an  assignment.  He  urged 
them  to  go  back  to  their 
parishes,  find  a  vestry  member 
and  say,  "You  send  money  to  the 
Diocese,  and  you're  accountable  to 


March  1999 


During  a  conversation  period  among  themselves 
with  a  reporter  present,  a  number  of  observations  were 
made.  Among  them  were  about  Sunday  services: 
there  was  a  desire  expressed  to  make  services  less 
boring.  Some  of  the  teen-agers  noted  that  they  would 
like  to  see  the  kind  of  exciting  worship  they  have 
experienced  at  places  like  Kanuga. 

As  for  ther  time  at  convention,  the  young 
people  said  that  they  were  treated  very  nice 
by  all  the  delegates  and  said  that  more 
youth  may  have  been  able  to  attend  if 
not  for  school  responsibilities. 


Text  of  resolution  on  youth 

WHEREAS  the  Anglican  Communion,  the 
Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  and  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina  proclaim  a  commitment 
to  the  inclusion  and  empowerment  of  each  of  its 
members  in  the  processes  and  privileges  of  the 
Church;  and 

WHEREAS  this  Communion,  Church  and  Diocese 
are  committed  to  educate,  train  and  equip  all 
their  members  in  the  uses  of  their  unique  gifts, 
leadership  skills,  and  ministries  for  the  common 
good 

WHEREAS  our  young  people,  baptized  as  lay 
ministers  of  the  Church ,  carry  on  Christ's  work 
in  the  world  and  have  a  place  in  the  life,  worship 
and  governance  of  the  Church;  and 

WHEREAS  many  issues  facing  the  Church  have 
direct  and  profound  impact  on  the  lives  of  youth; 
and 

WHEREAS  the  youth  of  our  church  are  not  only 
the  life  of  the  future  church  but  also  members  of 
the  central  core  of  the  Church  today; 

BE  IT  THEREFORE  RESOLVED  that  this 
convention  reaffirms  importance  of  the  youth  in 
shaping  the  future  of  the  Diocese;  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  that  the  bishop  and 
Executive  Council  appoint  a  task  force  to  study 
the  nature  of  youth  participant  representative  at 
the  Diocesan  Convention  and  report  its 
recommendations  to  the  1 17th  Convention  of  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina;  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  that  this  convention 
of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  recommit  itself 
to  encourage  and  support,  as  a  Diocesan  priority, 
the  work  of  the  Youth  Commission,  the  Youth 
Task  Force,  the  Diocesan  Youth  Coordinator  and 
the  youth  of  our  diocese. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

The  Rev.  Lucy  Talbott 

on  behalf  of  the  Youth  Commission  and  the  Youth 
Task  Force 
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Charlie 
von  Rosenberg 
Consecrated  as 

Bishop  of 
East  Tennessee 


Photo  courtesy  of  David  SmoriTheEast  Tennessee  Episcopalian 

The  Right  Reverend  William  E.  Sanders,  1st  Bishop  of  the  Dioceseof  East 
Tennessee  and  the  Right  Reverend  Robert  G.  Tharp,  2nd  Bishop  of  the  Diocese 
of  East  Tennessee,  place  a  chasuble  on  the  Right  Reverend  Charles  G.  von 
Rosenberg  who  had  just  been  consecrated  and  ordained  as  the  3rd  Bishop  of 
the  Diocese  of  East  Tennessee,  The  Right  Reverend  Clifton  Daniel,  III,  Bishop 
of  East  Carolina  looks  on.  The  Right  Rev.  von  Rosenberg  grew  up  at  St.  John's 
Fayettevifle;  served  as  a  deacon  and  priest  in  St.  James,  Belhaven,  St  Paul's, 
Beaufort  and  most  recently  at  St.  James,  Wilmington.  He  was  elected  bishop 
in  October  of  1998  and  consecrated  on  February  27. 


DIOCESE  CALENDAR 


March  17:  Clergy  Salary,  Diocesan  House,  10:00  a.m. 
March  18-21:  Happening  #33,  Trinity  Center 
March  23:  Missionary  Outreach,  Diocesan  House,  10:00  a.m. 
March  25:  Hunger,  Peace  &  Justice,  Diocesan  House,  11:00  a.m. 
March  27:  Cursillo  Team  Meeting,  Diocesan  House 


April  6:  Companion  Diocese,  Christ  New  Bern 

April  8:  Prison  Ministries 

April  9-10:  Wardens'  Conference,  Trinity  Center 

April  15:  Communicators  Workshop,  Diocesan  House,  9:30-1:00 

April  16-18:  Jr.  DYE,  Trinity  Center 

April  19-20:  Retired  Clergy/Widows  Conf.,  Trinity  Center 

April  25-26:  Parish  Secretaries'  Retreat,  Trinity  Center 


CAMP  TRINITY  SCHEDULE 


Explorers  I  (Rising  grades  7-9):  May  28-June3 
Senior  High  (Rising  grades  10-12):  June  5-10 
Discoverers  I  (Rising  grades  3-5):  June  12-18 
Adventurers  1  (All  ages):  June  20-24 
Explorers  II  (Rising  grades  7-9):  June  27-July  4 
Discoverers  II  (Rising  grades  4-6):  July  6-12 
Explorers  III  (Rising  grades  6-8):  July  14-20 
Discoverers  III  (Rising  grades  4-6):  July  23-29 
Discoverers  IV  (Rising  grades  4-6):  July  31 -Aug. 


BISHOP  S  SCHEDULE 


March  14:  Grace  Plymouth,  Albemarle 

Deanery  Confirmation 

March  21:  St.  Stephen's  Goldsboro 

March  28:  St.  James  Wilmington 

April  4:  St.  Thomas  Bath 

April  11:  Christ  Church  New  Bern 

Trinity  Deanery  Confirmation 

April  18:  St.  Andrew's  Morehead  City 


April  25:  St.  Andrew's  Nags  Head 
May  2:  St.  Timothy's  Greenville 
Pamlico  Deanery  Confirmation 
May  9:  Holy  Innocents,  Moss  Hill 
May  16:  St.  Mary's  Burgaw 
Lower  Cape  Fear  Confirmation 
May  23:  St.  Mary's  Kinston 
May  30:  St.  Paul's  Beaufort 


JOB  OPENING  ANNOUNCEMENT 

Executive  Director 
Trinity  Center 

Trinity  Center,  an  Episcopal  Camps  and  Conference 
Center  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  located  on  the 
outer  banks  near  Morehead  City,  N.C.,  is  seeking  a  new 
Executive  Director. 

Candidates  should  have  at  least  three  years 
experience  in  camps  and  conference  center 
management,  or  a  background  in  the  hospitality 
industry.  Candidates  must  demonstrate  broad  skills  in 
facilities'  management,  business  administration  and 
budgeting.  Persons  must  be  active  Episcopalians.  A 
college  degree  is  desirable,  although  not  required.  The 
salary  is  negotiable,  based  upon  experience.  A  full 
package  of  benefits  is  available.  Inquiries  should  be 
sent  to  the  Rev.  Matthew  Stockard,  St.  Pauls  Episcopal 
Church,  215  Ann  Street,  Beaufort,  N.C.  28516. 


WORKSHOP  ANNOUNCEMENT 

Communication  Workshop 

Thursday  April  15 
9:30  a.m.- 1  p.m. 
Diocesan  House,  Kinston 
Open  to  newsletter  editors,  church  secretaries  and  others 
interested  in  spreading  the  Good  News  of  the  work  and  ministries 
of  Episcopalians  in  East  Carolina. 

The  worskshop  is  free 
Call  910-938-1017  to  register 
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The  Curtain  Opens  on  the  Diocesan 
Restructuring  Process 


Structure  to  Follow  Mission 


by  Perry  Fisher 


Susy  Miller  addresses  the  diocesan  convention. 

KINSTON  —  A  kind  of  play  is  about  to  begin  in 
the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina.  It  has  only  two  actors 
now,  but  will  in-clude  a  cast  of  hundreds  before  the 
final  curtain  call. 

The  play  is  coming  to  a  parish  near  you. 

The  diocese  is  beginning  a  restructuring 
process.  The  convention  at  Fayetteville  in  February 
approved  a  plan  in  which  the  diocese  will  be 
examined  in  the  light  of  "having  it  [the  diocese] 
serve  the  people  rather  than  the  people  serving  it," 
says  Suzy  Miller,  consultant  for  the  planning 
process. 

Miller,  president  of  Miller  and  Associates,  Inc., 


a  consulting  firm  located  in  Neptune  Beach, 
Florida,  helps  churches  and  non-profit 
corporations  reengineer  themselves.  According  to 
Miller,  she  will  be  "assisting,  not  directing"  the 
effort.  Bishop 

"Clifton  Daniel  anticipates  that  the  process  will  last 
two  years. 

Organizations  often  take  a  look  at  themselves 
after  significant  leadership  changes,  according  to 
Miller,  who  cites  Bishop  Sidney  Sanders'  16-year 
tenure.  In  addition,  she  says  some  of  "the  old 
forms  we  have  now  will  not  carry  us  into  the  new 
millenium." 

"We're  coming  out  of  a  hierarchical  model 
where  those  at  the  top  had  the  power  and  know- 
ledge. Today  knowledge  and  abilities  are  distri- 
buted widely  throughout  a  system.  Our  structures 
have  to  reflect  that  shift  to  serve,  the  good  of  the 
people,"  says  Miller.  "The  forms  of  the  structure 
have  to  follow  our  mission,  not  be  our  mission." 

"It  is  a  natural  movement  with  the  widest 
possible  array  of  people  and  voices  —  a  very 
inclusive  process  where  people  discern  together 
what  is  needed  in  the  diocese,"  says  Bishop 
Daniel.  The  bishop  says  he  became  familiar  with 
Miller  through  her  work  with  the  House  of 
Bishops,  a  General  Convention  body  that  includes 
all  bishops  in  the  United  States,  both  active 
and  retired. 

Miller  says  she  will  be  "living  with  people  in 
the  diocese  next  year."  In  a  sequential  process  she 
will  be  meeting  with  all  the  clergy  in  one-on-one 
sessions,  meeting  with  them  in  deaneries,  visiting 
with  committee  members  at  the  diocesan  level, 
speaking  with  convention  delegates  and 


"Curtain  Opens"  con't  on  page  3 
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Sexuality 
Dialogue 


Camp  Committee  Seeks 
Increased  Funding 
for  Scholarship  Fund 

KINSTON  —  Each  year  Camp  Trinity  receives 
80-90  requests  for  financial  assistance.  In  the  past 
these  needs  have  been  met,  but  not  without 
exhausting  the  available  funds.  The  Camp 
Committee  fears  that  the  day  will  come  when  there 
is  not  enough  money  in  the  scholarship  fund  to 
cover  requests. 

During  a  February  meeting,  the  committee  set  a 
goal  to  increase  funding  for  camp  scholarships. 
The  committee  would  like  to  see  the  fund  become 
a  scholarship  foundation.  The  hope  is  that  the 
foundation  will  grow  large  enough  so  that  those 
who  need  financial  assistance  will  never  be  turned 
away  from  Camp  Trinity. 

Camp  Trinity  offers  an  invaluable  ministry  to 
the  young  people  of  this  diocese.  It  serves  not  only 
as  a  safe  and  healthy  community  to  hundreds  of 
children,  but  as  a  Christian  formation  center  as 
well. 

At  the  recent  diocesan  convention,  Bishop 
Clifton  Daniel  asked  that  anyone  on  the  convention 
floor  whose  camping  experience  had  had  a 
significant  impact  on  their  lives  stand  up. 
Incredibly,  over  70  percent  of  those  present  stood. 

"As  a  priest,  I  can  attest  to  the  importance  of 
my  own  camping  experience,"  says  Sean 
Cavanaugh,  a  camp  committee  member.  "My 
theology  and  under-standing  of  God  were  shaped 
and  molded  as  a  young  camper  at  the  old  diocesan 
camp,  Camp  Leach." 

There  are  numerous  influences  on  children  in 
the  late  20th  century.  Many  voices  compete  for 
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The  Episcopal  Church 

IN  THE  ANGLICAN  COMMUNION 

A  global  community 
of  70  million  Anglicans 
in  36  member  churches/ 
provinces. 

ARCHBISHOP  OF  CANTERBURY 

The  Most  Rev.  and  Rt.  Hon.  George  Carey 

Lambeth  Palace,  London,  England  SE 1  7JU 
Anglican  Consultative  Council,  14  Great  Peter  Street, 
London,  England  SW1P  3NQ 

Episcopal  Seat:  Canterbury  Cathedral 

V?|      I    IN  THE  UNITED  STATES 

A  community  of  2.5  million 
members  in  118  dioceses  in 
the  Americas  and  abroad. 
Established  1789. 

PRESIDING  BISHOP 

The  Most  Rev.  Frank  T.  Griswold 

Episcopal  Church  Center,  8 1 5  Second  Avenue, 
New  York,  NY  10017,  (212)  867-8400 

Episcopal  Seat:  Washington  National  Cathedral, 
Mount  St.  Alban,  Washington,  D.C.  20016 

IN  THE  DIOCESE 
OF  EAST  CAROLINA 

A  community  of  over  14,137 
communicants  in  70  churches. 
Founded  in  1883. 

BISHOP 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd 

Diocesan  Office,  705  Doctors  Drive,  P.O.  Box  1336, 
Kinston,  NC  28503 

Telephone:  888/622-4778 
Fax:  919/523-5272 
Email:  diocese.ec@coastaInet.com 


VISIT  THE  DIOCESAN  WEBSITE  AT 

http://www4.coastalnet.com/community^orgs/religious  orgs/diocese 
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and  mailing  costs.  These  may  be  sent  to  The  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina,  P.O.  Box  1336,  Kinston,  NC  28503.  Please  contact 
the  editor  for  information  on  Cross  Current  on  audio  cassette. 

Change  of  address:  Send  to  Cross  Current,  1119  Hendricks 
Ave.,  Jacksonville,  NC  28540.  Please  note  the  name  of  your 
church  with  the  address  change  and  include  the  mailing  label. 


Guest  Editor  Gives  Cross  Current  a  New  Look 


Last  month's  Cross  Current  covering  the 
diocesan  convention  had  a  new  look  thanks  to 
guest  editor,  Scott  Nunn.  Nunn,  a  news  editor  for 
the  Wilmington  Star  News,  served  as  guest  editor 
during  the  month  of  February  while  Alicia  Alford 
was  on  maternity  leave. 

Nunn  attended  the  1 1 6th  annual  convention  of 
the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina;  wrote  articles 
reporting  on  the  convention  events;  recruited  new 
writers  and  photographers;  and  designed  and 
formatted  the  paper. 

After  a  break  in  circulation  during  January  and 
February,  readers  were  glad  to  see  the  paper  back. 
"I  missed  it,"  said  one  reader. 

"Scott  did  an  excellent  job  in  capturing  the 


spirit  of  the  convention,"  said  Alford.  "It  is 

not  easy  to  compress  all  that  transpires  into  twelve 

pages." 

"I  am  grateful  to  Scott  and  to  all  those  who 
helped  him  —  Katerina  Whitley,  Perry  Fisher, 
Randy  Harris.  I  am  delighted  that  they  are  willing 
to  continue  contributing  to  the  paper,"  added 
Alford.  (See  Fisher's  article  on  page  one  and 
Whitley's  on  page  five.) 

Cross  Current  has  now  returned  to  its  normal 
schedule.  The  paper  will  be  printed  in  May,  June, 
September,  October,  November  and  December. 
The  deadline  for  each  issue  is  the  tenth  day  of  the 
month  preceding  publication.  For  example,  April 
10  is  the  deadline  for  the  May  publication. 


WORKSHOP  ANNOUNCEMENT 

Communication  Workshop 

Thursday,  April  15 
9:30  a.m.  - 1  p.m. 
Diocesan  House,  Kinston 
Open  to  newsletter  editors,  church  secretaries  and  others 
interested  in  spreading  the  Good  News  of  the  work  and  ministries 
of  Episcopalians  in  East  Carolina. 


The  workshop  is  free. 
Call  910-938-1017  to  register. 


Attention  Subscriber 


The  diocese  has  made  a  change  in  the  way 
we  mail  your  copy  of  Cross  Current.  In  an 
effort  to  make  sure  that  your  address  and  name 
are  correct  and  that  your  copy  arrives  in  a  timely 
manner,  we  ask  you  to  take  a  minute  to  review 
the  address  label  on  page  one  of  the  paper. 

If  all  the  information  is  correct,  you  need  do 
nothing,  Your  copy  will  be  mailed  to  you  as 
usual.  If,  however,  there  are  corrections  to  be 
made,  please  communicate  them  in  writing  via 
fax,  e-mail  or  postal  service  to  the  editor 
immediately.  Indicate  the  changes  that  should 


be  made  as  well  as  the  ID  number  above  your 
name  on  the  label  (it  begins  with  CC-). 

If  there  are  problems  with  your  delivery  in 
the  future  or  your  address  changes,  please 
contact  the  editor  as  soon  as  possible. 

Alicia  Alford,  editor 
1119  Hendricks  Ave. 
Jacksonville,  NC  28540 
fax:  910/938-3415 
e-mail:  malford538@aol.com 
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interviewing  the  diocesan  staff. 

Miller  says  she  will  be  using  questionnaires  to 
determine  how  committees  and  agencies  at  the 
diocesan  level  describe  their  life.  "I  want  to  give 
people  who  really  are  the  diocese  the  opportunity 
to  tell  me  how  they  live  and  minister  together; 
where  structures  serve  and  help  them  do  that,  and 
where  structures  are  awkward  or  antiquated."  Out 
of  that  exercise,  Miller  says,  a  new  structure  will 
be  formed.  But,  she  says,  there  won't  be  any 
"grand  announcement." 

"As  things  in  the  system  need  shifting,  it  will 
occur  as  we  go  along,"  says  the  organizational 
expert.  Miller  says  that  will  give  people  time  to 
test  new  ideas  for  authenticity.  At  some  point 
during  the  process  she  says,  "We'll  look  back  and 
say,  'Aha!,'  we  have  a  new  way  of  doing  things." 
She  says  people  are  very  aware  of  what  they  need. 
"There's  no  mystery  to  this." 

Miller  says  sometimes  people  have  a  sense  that 
a  stranger  is  going  to  come  in  and  tell  them  what 
to  do.  She  says  the  process  isn't  about  her.  "This  is 
about  me  as  an  outsider  with  expertise,"  assures 
Miller,  "listening  to  people  describe  their  lives, 
their  ministry,  their  capacity  for  ministry  and 
places  where  they  are  challenged.  Having  them 
join  me  in  conversation  that  will  support  that." 

The  object  of  the  exercise  is  growth.  Bishop 
Daniel  outlined  his  vision  of  the  expansion  of  the 
church's  membership  in  his  address  to  the 
convention.  Miller  says  the  bishop  wants  to  see 
congregations  become  very  lively  places  where 
they  have  great  capacity  for  ministry,  which  will 
cause  growth.  "Growth  comes  from  a  healthy 
system,"  Miller  concludes. 

The  consultant's  first  visit  to  the  diocese  was 
during  the  recent  diocesan  convention.  Her  next 
will  be  this  spring.  The  1998  convention  approved 
spending  up  to  $17,500  from  Episcopal  Foundation 
funds  for  consulting  fees  associated  with  the 
restructuring.  No  money  was  disbursed  in  1998  for 
this  purpose. 

Miller  interviewed  with  the  consulting 
committee  last  year  before  the  bishop  discharged 
that  panel.  She  will  be  reporting  to  the  bishop  and 
the  Executive  Council. 

If  the  restructuring  of  the  diocese  were  a  play, 
the  two  authors  are  of  one  voice  in  stressing  the 
importance  of  conforming  the  mechanical  parts  of 
the  diocese  to  the  needs  of  its  people.  "The  bishop, 
who  has  invited  this  process,  has  such  enthusiasm 
for  what  he  sees  in  the  diocese  that  he  wants  to 
encourage  it,"  says  Miller.  "This  isn't  about 
controlling.  This  is  about  empowering." 

Miller  says  she  is  passionate  about  both 
ministry  at  the  most  local  level  and  about  the 
things  people  can  do  together  that  they  cannot 
do  alone. 

"The  play  isn't  the  structure,  but  the  life  the 
structure  serves,"  concludes  Miller.  "The  people 
don't  exist  for  it,  it  exists  for  the  people." 


-  Bishop's 

Letter, 


Becoming  Highly  Effective 


Dear  Friends, 

What  a  wonderful  convention  we  had 
together  just  a  few  weeks  ago.  I  am  so 
thankful  for  and  grateful  to  all  who  had  a  hand 
in  making  the  preparations  for  the  convention 
to  proceed  in  a  seemingly  effortless  fashion.  I 
especially  give  thanks  for  Pat  Howe  of  St. 
Andrew's,  Wilmington,  who  has  now  overseen 
preparations  and  planning  for  five 
conventions.  Pat  has  worked  so  diligently  on 
behalf  of  our  diocese  and  has  shared  her  many 
gifts  and  talents  in  an  unstinting  and  generous 
way.  Many  thanks  to  you,  Pat,  and  thanks  be 
to  God  for  you. 

Episcopal  Church  committed  to  excellent 
education 

Over  the  past  two  weeks,  I  have  been  "on 
the  road,"  first  to  a  week-long  meeting  of  the 
House  of  Bishops  at  Camp  Allen,  near 
Houston  in  the  Diocese  of  Texas,  and  then  on 
to  the  University  of  the  South  at  Sewanee, 
Tennessee,  to  celebrate  the  visit  of  George 
Carey,  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  during 
which  visit  he  was  awarded  a  Doctor  of 
Divinity  Degree  by  the  University.  It  is 
always  a  pleasure  and  joy  to  go  to  Sewanee, 
which  the  Archbishop  called  "the  best-kept 
secret  of  the  Episcopal  Church."  You  and  I 
can  be  proud  of  this  great  university,  of  which 
East  Carolina  is  one  of  the  owning  dioceses, 
and  which  also  is  ranked  nationally  among  the 
top  twenty-five  private  liberal  arts  universities. 

Thankfully,  a  commitment  to  excellent 
education  has  been  an  enduring  priority  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  and  of  our  own  diocese  as 
evidenced  by  our  commitment  not  just  to  the 
University  of  the  South,  but  also  to  two 
excellent  Episcopal  schools  in  our  state:  St. 
Mary's  School  and  St.  Augustine's  University, 
both  in  Raleigh. 

Seven  habits  of  highly  effective  dioceses 

While  at  the  House  of  Bishops  meeting,  I 
came  across  an  article  that  I  found  interesting 
in  the  newspaper  of  the  Diocese  of  Alabama. 
I  felt  it  fit  the  theme  and  spirit  of  our  own 
diocese.  The  article  by  Bishop  Parsley  took 
the  book  Seven  Habits  of  Highly  Effective 
People  and  reworked  it  a  bit,  including 
paraphrasing  the  title  to  read  "Seven  Habits  of 
Highly  Effective  Dioceses."  (With  very  little 
effort,  one  could  also  substitute  the  word 
"Parishes"  for  "Dioceses.")  Here  they  are: 

I.  Highly  effective  dioceses  see  themselves 
as  one  church  with  many  locations  and 
diverse  gifts  working  together  for  the 


whole.  They  place  a  high  value  on 
diocesan  unity  and  community. 

2.  Highly  effective  dioceses  are  mission- 
centered  not  issue-centered.  Issues  will 
always  be  with  us  but  should  not  dominate 
our  lives. 

3.  Highly  effective  dioceses  worship,  pray,  and 
teach  the  faith  of  Christ  expectantly,  believ- 
ing that  the  grace  of  God  transforms  lives. 
Constant  renewal  is  a  part  of  their  lives. 

4.  Highly  effective  dioceses  see  stewardship 
as  a  way  of  life  and  challenge  themselves 
continually  to  keep  generous  giving  at  the 
center  of  what  it  means  to  be  a  disciple 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

5.  Highly  effective  dioceses  are  committed 

to  growth,  both  in  members  and  ministries, 
and  in  spirituality,  with  a  special  commit- 
ment to  children  and  young  people. 

6.  Highly  effective  dioceses  are  servant 
leaders,  engaged  with  the  pain  of  human 
life  and  seeking  to  make  a  real  difference 
in  the  world. 

7.  Highly  effective  dioceses  have  a  bold  vision 
for  their  ministry  and  call  forth  the  gifts 

of  all  God's  people  to  accomplish  it. 

These  are  "seven  habits"  that  I  believe  are 
essential  to  the  life  of  a  strong  and  effective 
diocese:  unity,  mission-centeredness, 
expectant  worship  and  teaching,  stewardship, 
commitment  to  growth,  servant  leadership, 
and  bold  vision.  All  are  equally  important. 

Evaluate  Your  Parish 's  Habits 

These  are  seven  "habits"  that  are  critical  to 
the  vitality,  not  just  of  our  diocese,  but  also  for 
each  parish  in  our  diocese  to  live  out  a  strong 
and  effective  ministry.  How  does  your  parish 
look  in  light  of  these  seven  "habits?"  What  old 
"habits"  may  have  to  be  broken  in  order  that 
your  parish  becomes  an  ever  more  effective 
outpost  for  the  mission  of  the  kingdom  of 
God?  Pray  God  that  we  become  ever  bolder 
witnesses  to  the  spread  of  God's  reign. 


Faithfully  yours, 


Clifton  Daniel,  3rd 
Bishop  of  East  Carolina 


State  Approves  Funding  for  Accessibility 
Modifications  at  Trinity  Church,  Chocowinity 


by  Cheryl  Nation 

CHOCOWINITY  —  The  North  Carolina  Council 
on  Developmental  Disabilities  approved  funding 
for  Trinity  Church  in  Chocowinity  to  build  a  ramp 
into  the  undercroft  and  to  add  bathrooms  that  will 
meet  needs  of  persons  with  disabilities. 

In  the  notification  letter  dated  March  1 7,  the 
council  wrote  that  the  congregation's  application 
was  "highly  regarded  as  one  that  will  carry  the 
objectives  of  our  state  plan  and  positively  impact 
the  lives  of  people  with  developmental  disabilities 
and  their  families." 

The  North  Carolina  Council  on  Developmental 
Disabilities  makes  funds  available  in  a  variety  of 
areas  for  activities  to  enhance  the  interdependence, 
contribution  and  inclusion  into  the  community  of 
people  with  developmental  disabilities  throughout 
the  state. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Michael  Nation,  rector 
of  Trinity  Church,  in  October  of  1998,  the  church 
received  a  brochure,  entitled  "That  All  May 
Worship."  The  brochure  informed  religious  groups 
of  the  funding  opportunity.  The  council  was 
seeking  to  award  grants  to  houses  of  worship  and 
seminaries  "to  promote  the  full  inclusion  of  people 
with  developmental  disabilities  and  their  families 
into  communities  of  faith  of  their  choice." 

Nation  brought  the  brochure  before  the  vestry. 
The  vestry  had  for  some  time  desired  to  make  the 
undercroft  accessible.  "The  undercroft  is  where 
most  of  our  social  activities  take  place.  Some 
parishioners  are  prevented  from  coming  to 
meetings  and  events  because  of  the  lack  of  a 
ramp,"  said  Nation.  "Furthermore,  our  existing 


bathrooms  do  not  come  close  to  meeting  the  needs 
of  people  with  disabilities." 

The  Vestry  approved  investigating  the  grant 
further.  Nation  traveled  to  Raleigh  and  attended  a 
one-day  conference  on  the  subject  of  inclusion  of 
persons  with  developmental  disabilities  in  the  life 
of  the  local  worshipping  communities. 

Ginny  Thornburgh,  Director  of  the  Religion 
and  Disability  Program  for  the  National 
Organization  of  Disability  and  the  wife  of  former 
U.S.  Attorney  General  Dick  Thornburgh,  led  the 
conference. 

"There  were  many  things  that  were  impressed 
upon  me  that  day,"  said  Nation.  "One  thing  that 
impressed  me  the  most  was  her  reminder  that 
changing  physical  structures  is  easy  because  all 
that  requires  is  money.  The  harder  part  is 
changing  attitudes." 

After  the  conference,  the  vestry  approved 
applying  for  the  funds,  Mrs.  Cynthia  Davis,  a 
communicant  with  grant  writing  experience,  wrote 
the  request. 

"The  lion's  share  of  the  work  is  involved  in  the 
actual  grant  application,"  said  Nation.  "We  owe 
Cynthia  a  great  debt  of  gratitude  for  all  the  work 
she  put  into  this." 

Now  that  the  congregation  is  approved  for 
funding,  the  project  implementation  date  is 
scheduled  for  early  summer. 

—  This  article  originally  appeared  in  The  Parish  Family, 
the  newsletter  of  Trinity  Church,  Chocowinity. 


Accessible  Congregations  Campaign 

Opening  Hearts,  Minds  and  Doors  to  People  with  Disabilities 


The  Accessible  Congregations  Campaign  seeks 
to  gain  the  commitment  of  2,000  congregations  by 
the  year  2000  to  include  people  with  all  types  of 
disabilities  as  full  and  active  participants.  It  is  a 
project  of  the  Religion  and  Disability  Program  of 
the  National  Organization  on  Disability  (N.O.C.) 
and  Initiative  2000,  a  nationwide  celebration  of 
the  achievements  and  contributions  of  people  with 
disabilities.  Churches,  parishes,  synagogues, 
temples  and  meetinghouses  across  America  are 
being  enlisted  in  the  campaign. 

An  accessible  congregation  acknowledges  that 
it  has  barriers  to  full  participation  of  people  with 
disabilities  and  makes  a  commitment  to  begin  the 
process  of  removing  them.  The  congregation 
agrees  to  be  governed  by  three  principles: 
•    In  our  congregation,  people  with  disabilities 


are  valued  as  individuals,  having  been  created 
in  the  image  of  God. 

•  Our  congregation  is  endeavoring  to  remove 
barriers  of  architecture,  communications  and 
attitudes  that  exclude  people  with  disabilities 
from  full  and  active  participation. 

•  People,  with  and  without  disabilities,  are 
encouraged  in  our  congregation  to  practice 
their  faith  and  use  their  gifts  in  worship, 
service,  study  and  leadership. 

To  learn  more  about  the  Accessible  Congrega- 
tions Campaign,  contact  the  N.O.D.  Religion  and 
Disability  Program  by  telephone  at  202/293-5960, 
by  fax  at  202/293-7999,  by  e-mail  at 
religion@nod.org  or  visit  the  website  at 
www.nod.org. 


Is  Your  Church  Accessible? 

Check  the  following  items  which  pertain 
to  your  congregation. 

□  Designated  parking  spots  for  disabled 
people  near  accessible  entrance. 

□  Ramp  or  flat  entry  to  at  least  one  door 
into  building. 

□  Doorways  wide  enough  to 
accommodate  a  wheelchair. 

D  Ramp  or  other  means  of  independent 
access  to  the  altar  rail. 

□  Accessible  bathrooms. 

□  Worship  materials  available  in  large 
print  or  Braille. 

□  Audio  loop,  infra-red,  or  other  devices 
available  for  deaf  and  hearing  impaired 
parishioners. 

□  Adequate,  non-glare  lighting  in  worship 
space  throughout  the  building. 

□  Offices,  Christian  Education  facilities, 
fellowship  space  accessible  to  those 
who  are  mobility-impaired. 

□  Persons  with  disabilities  included 
among  leaders  of  worship,  policy- 
makers in  the  parish,  etc. 

□  Pew  cuts  available  to  accommodate 
wheelchair  users. 

□  Adaptive  curricula  or  other  provisions 
made  for  children  with  disabilities. 

□  An  interest  in  becoming  accessible 
(welcoming  and  inclusive). 

□  A  willingness  to  work  toward 
inclusivity  and  toward  making  church 
accessible  —  architecturally, 
attitudinally,  and  educationally. 
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Welcoming  Change  in  the  Name  of  Christ 


by  Katerina  Whitley 

Brave  hearts  are  distinguished 
from  the  timid  by  the  way 
they  respond  to  change.  This 
thought  enters  the  mind  of  the 
interviewer  in  the  process  of  listen- 
ing to  Louise  Eborn  of  Yeatesville. 
Louise  will  complete  her  90th  year 
on  May  30,  in  this  fifth  month  of  the 
last  year  of  the  twentieth  century, 
most  of  which  she  has  lived  through. 
There  has  never  been  a  century  with 
such  dramatic,  frightening  and 
admirable  changes. 

"When  I  first  moved  here,"  she 
says  of  the  country  crossroads  on 
North  Carolina  Highway  264  where 
her  house  and  St.  Matthew's 
Episcopal  Church  share  space,  — 
"you  could  hear  the  mules'  hooves 
and  the  ploughs  and  the  chains 
going  down  the  pavement  to  go  in 
the  fields,  to  plow...  it  was  not  long 
after  that  the  tractors  came  in."  She 
continues  quickly,  before  she  loses 
the  thought  about  what  is  new 
besides  the  tractors  —  a  more 
important  thing  to  her:  "There  is  this 
man  here  who  comes  to  church,  his 
wife  does  the  cooking,  he  lives  in 
Terra  Cia,  and  he  has  learned  to 
drive  the  tractor;  he  can  do  anything 
that's  to  be  done  on  the  farm."  It 
sounds  ordinary  enough,  unless  one 
knows  that  she  is  talking  about  a 
Mexican  immigrant  who  is  doing 
this,  who  is  a  member  of  St. 
Matthew's,  who  is  her  neighbor  in 
the  church,  and  who  knows  how  to 
use  all  this  new  machinery  on  the 
North  American  soil.  She  is  proud  of 
him. 

St.  Matthew's  used  to  be  on  the 
cemetery  grounds  down  the  highway 
a  bit,  but  some  time  in  the  30s,  when 
Louise  and  her  husband  returned 
from  a  Navy  assignment,  the 
building  was  moved  to  the 
crossroads  where  it  now  stands.  "I 
went  to  Sunday  School  there,"  she 
says  of  the  old  location.  "At  one 
time  we  had  school  teachers  and 
carpenters,  you  name  it.  We  had 
young  people  and  paid  our  own 
minister."  That  was  a  long  time  ago. 
By  the  time  of  Bishop  Sanders,  a 
handful  of  elderly  widows  remained 
as  parishioners,  and  priests  would 
come  from  other  churches  to 


celebrate  the  Holy  Eucharist.  When 
it  looked  as  though  the  church 
would  die  and  close,  there  was  a 
resurrection.  Saint  Matthew's  was 
transformed  into  San  Mateo. 

And  that  is  the  remarkable  story 
of  the  change.  Louise  welcomed  it; 
others  turned  their  backs.  They  did 
not  bother  to  get  to  know  the  dark- 
haired,  dark-eyed,  exuberant  new 
Episcopalians  from  Mexico  and  a 
few  other  countries  in  Latin 
America;  the  people  who  are 
willing  to  do  all  kinds  of  difficult 
jobs  that  need  to  be  done  in  Eastern 
North  Carolina.  "They  are  a  nice 
bunch  of  people  over  there,"  she 
says  pointing  to  the  church  which  is 
visible  from  her  windows.  "The 
people  in  the  church  have  been 
wonderful." 

When  she  talks  of  the  Rev.  Nick 
Ibarra,  the  priest  of  San  Mateo,  her 
eyes  study  the  interviewer  very 
closely.  "Have  you  met  him?  He 
can  really  hand  it  to  you,  just  like  it 
is,  he  don't  stand  back.  And  I  like 
that.  I  love  it."  She  feels  safe  now 
in  her  little  house  where  she  has 
lived  as  a  widow  for  the  past  28 
years.  "I  feel  much  safer  now  that 
they  are  there."  She  is  referring  to 
her  Mexican  neighbors,  the  people 
who,  ten  years  ago,  were  unknown 
to  her.  She  regrets  not  knowing  the 
language,  not  being  able  to  follow 
the  whole  service  in  Spanish.  "But, 
during  the  communion,  I  can  follow 
it."  She  describes  the  Sunday 
worship  with  glowing  terms.  "It  is 
beautiful;  you  would  love  it." 

The  congregation  of  San  Mateo 
is  large  and  overflowing,  and  the 
building  is  already  too  small  for 
them.  "They  have  a  lady  who  cooks 
lunch  for  them  every  Sunday.  They 
eat  together.  It  is  wonderful.  Their 
work  is  taking  care  of  the  sick, 
caring  for  the  people." 

This  caring  extends  to  her  and 
she  deeply  appreciates  it.  "I  love 
the  Mexican  people  here,  and  I've  a 
right  to.  They  are  neighbors,  and 
they  are  good  people." 

Louise  Eborn  moved  to  the 
little  house  on  the  crossroads  with 
her  husband  and  seven-year  old 
daughter  when  her  husband  left  his 


work  with  the  Navy  because  of 
physical  problems.  He  could  no 
longer  work,  but  they  owned  this 
property  near  where  they  both  grew 
up,  at  Pungo  Creek.  Louise 
remembers  with  a  smile  that  they 
had  no  running  water,  no  electricity, 
"but  we  made  out.  After  all,  it 
wasn't  too  bad." 

Hers  is  the  oldest  house  in  the 
area.  She  has  two  daughters,  both  of 
them  widows,  like  herself.  But  they 
are  very  close  and  they  spend  every 
Sunday  afternoon  together.  She  is 
pleased  with  her  life  which  has  now 
been  blessed  with  the  birth  of  her 
first  great-grandchild.  But  it  is  easy 
to  see  that  she  does  not  make 
concessions  to  old  age  or  to  life's 
difficulties.  She  stands  upright,  her 
hearing  is  excellent.  "The  only  thing 
I  miss  is  my  handiwork  and  my 
reading.  I  don't  read  as  much  as  I 
used  to.  I  can't  see  too  well."  Her 
home  is  filled  with  her  quilts  and  a 
few  of  the  beautiful  porcelain  dolls 
she  used  to  make. 

She  keeps  bringing  the 
conversation  back  to  Nick  Ibarra 
who  "looks  after  his  flock,"  and  she 
proudly  displays  the  colorful,  woven 
poncho  he  gave  her  for  Christmas. 
"Everybody  has  good  things  to  say 
about  him,  everybody." 

She  remembers  the  day  the 
Bishop  came  to  see  her,  and  he  said 
to  her  about  the  difficulties  the  folks 
who  resented  the  presence  of  the 
Mexicans  in  this  part  of  North 
Carolina  made  for  her:  "  'Louise,' 
the  Bishop  said,  'you  have  been 
abused.'  And' I  was  dumbfounded. 
But  all  of  a  sudden  I  said,  'Yes,  you 
can  say  that.'  We've  got  to  work  for 
the  Lord  in  our  own  way,  and  if  the 
other  people  don't  like  it...  I  don't 
throw  it  down  their  throat.  I  never 
said  a  word  to  them.  So  the  Bishop 
took  the  cross  from  around  his  neck 
and  gave  it  to  me.  He  said,  'Wear  it 
to  the  church.'  And  I  said,  'You 
know,  Bishop,  when  some  of  these 
people  go  to  meet  St.  Peter,  or  their 
Lord,  they  are  going  to  find  out  that 
all  the  people  there  don't  have  blue 
eyes  and  blond  hair." 


St.  Matthew's 
and  San  Mateo 

A  decade  ago,  the  only 
congregation  of  Spanish- 
speaking  parishioners  in  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina  was 
found  near  Newton  Grove 
where  this  diocese,  together 
with  the  Diocese  of  North 
Carolina,  serves  an  active 
farmworker  community. 

In  1988,  the  Rev.  Gary 
Fulton  recalls,  1 8  Mexican 
women  attended  worship 
services  in  Sladesville.  "They 
did  not  speak  any  English,  and 
I  did  not  speak  any  Spanish," 
he  says.  Eventually,  a  woman 
from  Chile  served  as  an 
interpreter.  "Then,  in  1990,  35 
Hispanics  started  coming  to 
St.  James  Church  in 
Belhaven."  Fulton  realized 
that  something  had  to  be  done 
about  the  language  barrier  and 
he  applied  to  various  bodies  of 
the  church  for  grants  in  order 
to  secure  a  Spanish-speaking 
priest.  A  priest  with  a  young 
family  arrived  for  a  season, 
only  to  be  snatched  away  to  a 
large  parish  on  the  West 
Coast.  Then  another  Mexican 
priest  arrived  for  a  season  to 
be  replaced  by  the  Rev.  Nick 
Ibarra  who  came  for  one 
month  and  stayed  a  few  years. 
He  is  still  among  us  much  to 
the  delight  of  the  diocese. 

"The  numbers  are 
increasing,"  Fulton  says.  "This 
is  a  growing  trend."  Bishop 
Daniel,  recognizing  the  trend 
has  formed  the  Episcopal 
Hispanic  Ministry  under  the 
leadership  of  Ann  Burns. 
Throughout  this  time,  Fulton 
has  visited  St.  Matthew's 
twice  a  month  to  bring  the 
Eucharist  to  the  few  remaining 
members  of  that  congregation. 
But  they  have  dwindled  to 
one,  Louise  Eborn,  and  she  is 
looking  forward  to  joining  the 
few  English-speaking  parish- 
ioners who  worship  with  Nick 
Ibarra  on  Saturday  nights. 
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All  Saints'  DOCC  Conference  Draws  Near 


ATLANTA  —  All  Saints  Episcopal  Church  in 
Atlanta  will  hold  an  intensive,  one-time  training 
conference  May  6-8,  1999,  to  prepare 
congregations  or  other  groups  for  use  of  the 
Disciples  of  Christ  in  Community  (DOCC) 
program.  DOCC  is  an  offering  of  the  School  of 
Theology  Programs  Center  of  the  University  of 
the  South,  Sewanee,  Tennessee,  and  emphasizes 
growth  of  Christian  community  as  well  as 
individual  spiritual  development. 

DOCC  is  ideal  for  newcomers  as  well  as  for 
anyone  who  wants  to  become  more  familiar  and 
involved  with  others  in  the  congregation.  Small 
groups,  aided  by  two  facilitators,  become  much 
like  a  mini-church,  similar  to  that  of  the  early 
Christian  communities.  Participants  have  the 
chance  to  explore  and  deepen  their  faith  in  a 
confidential  environment  where  the  focus  is  on 


inclusion  and  acceptance.  Participants  also  learn 
important  communication  skills  such  as  active 
listening  that  can  enhance  lay  ministry  and 
interaction  with  others,  not  least  family 
members. 

All  Saints'  DOCC  training  conference  will 
begin  the  afternoon  of  Thursday,  May  6,  and 
continue  until  noon  on  Saturday,  May  8,  1999. 
Congregations  who  are  interested  in  starting  a 
DOCC  program  at  their  parishes  should  plan  to 
send  a  team,  consisting  of  the  prospective 
presenter,  who  is  often  but  not  necessarily  a 
clergy  person,  and  lay  people  to  act  as 
facilitators,  two  for  each  group  of  eight  to  ten 
that  is  expected  to  participate  in  DOCC.  Other 
congregations,  with  previously  trained 
facilitators  and/or  presenters,  may  choose  to 
send  less  than  a  full  team  depending  on  the 


needs  of  their  respective  parishes. 

Cost  of  the  conference  is  $275  per  person  if 
registration  is  made  prior  to  April  1 5th  and 
includes  registration,  tuition,  and  all  meals. 
Travel  and  hotel  accommodations  are  the 
responsibility  of  the  individual  participants. 
A  block  of  rooms  at  a  reduced  rate  has  been 
reserved,  on  a  first  come  basis,  at  a  hotel  located 
within  a  half  block  of  the  Church.  Late 
registration,  made  after  April  1 5th  and  before 
May  1st,  is  subject  to  availability  at  a  slightly 
higher  cost  of  $300  per  person  to  defray 
additional  expenses. 

For  more  information  or  to  obtain  a  registra- 
tion packet,  please  contact  Doug  Lothes  at  404/ 
881-0835. 

"Scholarship  Fund"  con't  from  page  1 


their  time,  thoughts  and  spirit. 
Camp  Trinity  provides  a  retreat 
from  secular  pressures.  At  Camp, 
thousands  of  children  have 
discovered  a  place  of  safety,  which 
leaves  a  lasting  impression.  The 
Camp  Committee  hopes  that  the 
diocese  can  continue  to  provide 
this  experience  to  those  who 
cannot  afford  it  without  the 
generosity  of  the  camp  Scholar- 
ship Fund. 

The  committee  suggests  that 
churches  add  the  Camp  Scholar- 
ship Fund  as  a  line  item  in  the 
annual  parish  budget  or  collect  a 
special  parish  offering  once  or 
twice  a  year.  Organizations  within 
the  parish  which  have  their  own 
budget,  such  as  the  ECW  or  the 
outreach  committee,  could  add  a 
line  item  for  the  fund  as  well. 

Checks  made  out  to  the  Camp 
Trinity  Scholarship  Fund  can  be 
mailed  to  Carol  Taylor,  Camp 
Coordinator,  P.O.  Box  705, 
Kinston,  NC  28503. 

Gifts  of  any  amount,  from 
individuals,  churches  or 
organizations,  are  welcome.  By 
contributing  to  the  fund,  you  are 
contributing  to  a  vital  ministry 
serving  —  something  the  diocese 
does  best  —  young  people. 
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Spring  UTO  Ingathering 
A  Moment  to  Reflect 


by  Julia  Rose 

My  house  faces  west.  Hanging 
on  the  wall  next  to  my  front  door  is  a 
golden  frame  that  houses  My  Picture. 
My  Picture,  a  poem  by  my  grand- 
mother, is  a  moment  65  years  old 
and  frozen  in  time.  It  continually 
freezes  me  in  my  tracks,  renews,  and 
refreshes.  It  gives  me  pause  to  stop, 
smell  the  roses  and  give  thanks. 

As  the  United  Thank  Offering 
spring  ingathering  approaches,  this 
poem  and  the  memory  of  my 
grandmother  remind  me  how  simple, 
yet  important,  it  is  to  give  thanks. 
With  this  in  mind,  I  share  her  poem. 

My  Picture 

Edith  F.  Tinker 
March  28,  1934 

I  gazed  out  of  my  living  room 

window 
Looking  away  to  the  west 
And  pondered  on  which  of  the 

pictures  it  framed 
That  I  really  loved  the  best. 

Today  its  a  glory  of  silver 
Each  tree,  the  fence  post,  the  grass 
Instead  of  the  winter  drabness 
Are  clothed,  instead,  in  glass. 

And  the  winter  sun  on  this  picture 
Makes  it  dazzle  and  gleam  so  bright 
That  we  silently  thank  God  above  us 
For  the  wonderful  blessing  of  sight. 


I  have  seen  this  window-framed 
picture 

When  the  first  faint  blush  of  green 
Conies  stealing  over  the  landscape 
And  the  bluebirds  are  heralding 
Spring. 

I  have  seen  it  glowing  in  Summer 
In  a  field  of  corn  or  of  wheat 
With  a  promise  of  food 

for  the  winter 
I  have  seen  it  wither  with  heat. 

I  have  gazed  on  it  laughing 

in  showers 
I  remember  it  smelling  with  hay 
I  can  picture  men  working, 

and  horses, 
In  fields  across  the  way. 

And  then  in  the  glory  of  Autumn 
It's  a  picture  that's  great  to  behold 
In  its  outfit  of  crimson  and  scarlet 
And  the  beautiful  dashes  of  gold. 

So  I  reverently  thank  God, 

my  Father, 
For  these  beautiful  pictures  so  free 
No  artist  can  equal  their  beauty 
Yet  He's  given  them  to  me. 


Of  Note  from 
Our  Church 
Newsletters 

Christ  Church,  New  Bern, 

appeared  on  the  cover  of 
March  5  issue  of  The  Living 
Church  and  was  the  subject  of 
a  feature  article  describing  the 
parish  and  its  ministries.  The 
Episcopal  Hispanic  Ministry 
hosted  a  baby  shower,  held  at 
St.  Peter's,  Washington,  for 
several  expectant  Latino 
mothers  and  mothers  of 
newborns.  The  Rev.  Gary 
Fulton  is  leaving  St. 
Thomas,  Bath  to  work  with 
Food  for  the  Poor.  Folks  at 
St  Philip's,  Southport 
welcomed  the  warm  Spring 
weather  with  a  Blessing  of  the 
Fleet  at  the  Southport  City 
Pier.  On  March  28 
congregants  were  invited  to 
sail  or  motor  their  boats  to  the 
docks  for  the  2:00  p.m. 
blessing. 
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Refugee  Resource  Group  Honors  Memory  and  Work  of  Betty  Klemm 


by  Judy  Castranova  and  Susan  Husson 

WILMINGTON  —  Even  in  her  final  days  of  life, 
Betty  Klemm,  a  member  of  St.  Andrew's  on-the- 
Sound,  Wilmington,  served  and  cared  for  the 
strangers  among  us  with  vibrant  enthusiasm. 
Throughout  her  final  years,  Klemm  spent  a  good 
portion  of  her  time  interacting  with  refugees  and 
other  foreign-born  people.  She  was  always  ready 
to  lend  a  helping  hand. 

Just  days  before  her  sudden  death  in  February 
1998,  Klemm,  had  discussed  with  Refugee 
Resettlement  Case  Manager  Susan  Husson  the 
possibility  of  organizing  a  group  of  community 
members  to  continue  to  assist  refugees  after  their 
initial  resettlement  needs  had  been  met  by  their 
sponsoring  church.  With  thirty  refugees  resettled 
by  eight  churches,  Wilmington  appeared  to  have 
both  the  need  and  the  expertise.  Someone  had  to 
put  the  two  together.  Klemm  was  that  person  — 
even  in  her  death. 

To  honor  her  ministry  and  continue  her  work, 
the  Betty  Klemm  Refugee  Resource  Group  was 
formed.  Preliminary  letters  were  sent  to  all  former 
chairpersons  of  local  church  refugee  sponsorship 
committees.  Husson  presented  the  idea  again  at 
the  September  1 998  Lower  Cape  Fear  Deanery 


It  was  the  middle  of  the  first  week  of  February 
when  thirteen  women  from  St.  James  the 
Fisherman,  Shallotte  journeyed  to  Trinity  Center 
for  their  first  retreat  together.  No  doubt  it  will  not 
be  the  last.  Marion  Hemphill,  ECW  President 
titled  the  retreat  "Blending  Our  Colors." 

We  began  to  get  acquainted  during  our  three 
hour  ride  to  Salter  Path.  As  we  got  closer  the 
anticipation  heightened  for  those  who  had  never 
been  to  Trinity  Center.  The  "veterans"  were 
excited  to  return  and  share  this  beautiful  spot  with 
the  others.  As  usual,  everyone  was  welcomed  by 
friendly  faces  and  spoiled  by  the  kitchen  staff.  The 
Trinity  experience  is  like  a  "Spiritual  Cruise"  on 
land.  After  lunch,  we  explored  the  streets  and 
shops  of  beautiful  Beaufort  then  returned  for  a 
short  break  before  dinner.  After  dinner  we  played 
word  games  and  watched  a  video.  We  laughed 
until  out  cheeks  hurt;  talked  ceaselessly;  and 
enjoyed  the  fellowship. 

Day  two  began  with  a  leisurely  breakfast  and 
our  formal  ECW  meeting  and  planning  session.  It 
had  been  a  rainy  morning,  but  the  rain  let  up  just 
in  time  for  us  to  venture  to  Sanders'  Point.  We 
were  all  quite  taken  with  the  "outdoor  chapel," 


meeting.  Mr.  Don  Hickman  of  St.  John's, 
Wilmington,  telephoned  potential  group  members. 

Lured  by  the  promise  of  a  lunch  prepared  by 
Joe  Cooper,  interested  people  met  for  the  first  time 
on  October  24  at  Church  of  the  Servant.  Prior  to 
the  meeting,  Mr.  David  Wesley,  a  member  of 
Church  of  the  Servant,  prepared  a  list  of 
challenges  frequently  encountered  by  refugee 
resettlement  groups.  During  the  meeting,  three 
areas  were  targeted:  spiritual  growth  for  refugees 
in  their  own  religion;  an  inventory  with  location  of 
available  furniture;  and  provision  of  English 
language  instruction,  especially  for  those  who 
have  been  here  for  over  a  year. 

The  resource  group  plans  to  prepare  a  packet 
of  information  for  new  church  sponsors.  It  will 
provide  guidance  on  handling  various  situations 
arising  after  the  first  six  months  (transportation, 
car  insurance,  child  care,  second  jobs).  It  will  also 
address  the  needs  of  refugees  who  have  been  here 
longer  than  a  year.  This  section  will  include 
information  on  changing  jobs,  buying  a  house, 
leaving  the  area,  etc. 

Klemm  left  an  example  of  selfless  Christian 
love  in  action.  Someone  said  that  when  she  died, 


Amid  tears  of  joy  we  sang  the  Doxology  to 
complete  our  worship  service.  Truly  this  is  one 
of  God's  special  places. 

On  the  way  back  to  Shallotte,  we  learned  how 
to  better  deal  with  everyday  stress  by  listening  to 
a  "Handling  Stress  with  Humor"  self-help  tape. 
In  just  two  days,  we  managed  to  plan  ECW  duties 


she  left  a  giant  heart-shaped  hole  in  Wilmington. 
Perhaps  the  new  resource  group  can  fill  in  a  little 
bit  of  that  hole  by  continuing  her  mission. 

For  more  information  on  the  Betty  Klemm 
Refugee  Resource  Group,  please  call  Mr.  David 
Wesley,  910/251-1047. 


and  pleasures,  enjoy  each  other's  company, 
worship,  explore  part  of  our  beautiful  coast  and 
listen  to  an  enlightening  seminar.  We  all  will 
remember  fondly  our  first  annual  ECW  Trinity 
Center  retreat  and  recommend  it  highly.  "What  a 
difference  a  day  (or  two)  makes!"  As  soon  as  we 
returned,  we  made  our  reservations  for  next  year! 


IWE  IN  TO  THIS . . , 


lb 


1999  Secretaries'  Conference 

Trinity  Conference  Center 
Salter  Path,  North  Carolina 


Sunday,  April  25th  -  Monday,  April  26th 


To  join  other  parish  personnel  from  across  the  diocese  who  share  similar  job 
responsibilities  and  because  the  bishop  hopes  so! 


1999  Secretaries'  Conference 


ECW  Enjoys  Blended  Colors  at  Trinity 

by  Gina  Britton 


Overview  of  the  Issues  of  Sexual  Orientation,  the  Gospel 

and  the  Response  of  the  Church 


The  diocesan  convention  passed  a  resolution  encouraging  a  dialogue  on  sexuality.  To  that  end,  Cross  Current  will  be  printing  viewpoints  from  both  sides  of  the 
issue  in  each  edition  of  the  paper. 

These  written  essays  are  being  solicited  by  the  Rev.  Bill  Bradbury  and  the  Rev.  Joe  Cooper.  They  will  appear  unedited. 

In  keeping  with  the  spirit  of  the  resolution  which  encourages  non-confrontational  dialogue,  any  letters  on  this  topic  which  are  not  solicited  by  one  of  these 
gentlemen,  will  be  considered  a  letter  to  the  editor.  Letters  to  the  editor  will  be  printed  at  the  editor 's  discretion.  Printed  letters  will  be  edited  for  clarity  and  brevity. 


by  the  Rev.  Joseph  W.  Cooper 


Over  the  past  decade  Anglicans 
worldwide  and  in  our  own  national 
body  have  debated  issues  concerning 
sexual  orientation.  The  time  has 
finally  come  for  each  of  us,  indivi- 
dually and  in  our  parishes,  to  wrestle 
with  one  of  the  issues  that  has  been 
a  forbidden  area  of  discussion  until 
recently.  We  have  come  to  a  place 
where  we  can  no  longer  put  our 
heads  in  the  sand  and  pretend  that 
human  beings  all  have  the  same 
sexual  orientation.  There  are 
persons  who  are  heterosexual, 
homosexual  and  bisexual.  People 
have  long  believed  heterosexuality  is 
the  only  acceptable  norm  for  healthy 
human  beings.  Any  alternative  was 
a  choice  that  persons  made  and  was 
thus  declared  "sick",  "perverted",  or 
"sinful"  and  should  be  corrected. 

Research  in  more  recent  years 
has  shown  that  sexual  orientation  is 
not  a  matter  of  choice  but  rather 
determined  prior  to  birth.  Just  as 
our  sex  or  race  is  not  chosen  by 
individuals  neither  is  our  sexual 
orientation.  There  are  some  people 
who  may  choose  at  times  to 
participate  in  sexual  activity  that  is 
not  consistent  with  their  orientation 
but  they  are  in  the  minority  and  need 
to  be  understood  in  a  different  way 
from  those  who  are  trying  to  be 
faithful  to  their  God-given 
orientation.  Our  culture  will  at 
times  lump  the  two  together. 

Since  Anglican  theology  is  based 
on  scripture,  tradition  and  reason, 
we  cannot  dismiss  input  from  the 
scientific  community.  The  authority 
of  scripture,  tradition  and  reason 
teaches  us  that  God  created  each 
human  being  as  unique  and  special 
and  said  "it  is  good."  Our  life's 
journey  involves  discerning  who 
God  created  us  to  be  and  trying 
faithfully  to  be  that  person.  To  try 
and  be  someone  we  were  not  created 


to  be  is  to  miss  the  mark  and  is  a  sin. 

Christ  came  so  that  we  might 
know  the  unconditional  love  God 
has  for  human  kind.  He  taught  about 
that  love  and  showed  it  in  all  he  did. 
He  accepted  and  showed  God's 
grace  to  the  most  rejected  people  in 
society.  He  told  us  if  we  are  to 
follow  him  we  need  to  do  the  same. 
Homosexual  people  are  among  the 
most  rejected  in  our  society  today. 
As  the  church  we  are  challenged  to 
show  God's  gift  of  grace  to  all.  The 
challenge  is  a  great  one  as  it  calls 
upon  us  to  face  up  to  our  prejudices, 
our  stereotypes,  and  our  need  to  set 
ourselves  above  others.  Showing 
this  unmerited  love  of  God  to 
persons  who  are  hurting  and  feeling 
rejected  is  such  an  important  activity 
for  the  church  in  our  age. 

Accepting  homosexual  persons 
wholly  means  we  fully  include  all 
into  the  life  of  the  church.  We  must 
extend  the  same  love  and  resources 
as  we  extend  to  heterosexual 
persons.  These  resources  empower 
all  of  us  to  live  healthy,  honest,  and 
whole  lives.  Specifically,  the  church 
has  the  opportunity  to  exhibit  grace 
by  offering  equal  access  to  the 
ordination  process  for  all  persons 
without  discrimination  based  on 
race,  sexual  orientation  or  gender. 
To  make  Holy  Unions  available  to 
persons  of  the  same  sex  who  want 
the  Blessing  of  the  Church  on  a 
committed  relationship  is  also  a  way 
we  can  show  God's  love.  It  is  a 
necessary  step  towards  allowing  all 
persons  of  any  orientation  in 
committed  relationships  to  have 
equal  opportunity  within  the 
Ordained  Ministry. 

Our  major  task  as  Christians 
is  to  show  the  awesome  love  of  God 
that  dwells  in  each  of  us  to  this 
broken  world. 


by  the  Rev.  Bill  Bradbury 


As  we  undertake  this  dialogue 
on  homosexuality,  our  fundamental 
objective  will  be  to  present  the 
Church's  ancient  and  universal 
position  as  the  most  compassionate 
expression  of  God's  love.  This 
teaching  of  lifelong  faithfulness 
in  marriage  between  a  man  and  a 
woman  and  abstinence  for  those  not 
called  to  marriage  is  the  only  position 
that  is  loving  in  both  intention 
and  effect. 

At  our  diocesan  convention  it  was 
clear  that  a  large  number  believed  this 
issue  was  simple: 

a.  God  loves  all  people, 
b  Homosexuals  are  people. 

c.  Therefore  God  loves 
homosexuals. 

d.  Therefore  the  Church 
should  love  homosexuals. 

e.  Therefore  the  Church 
should  promote  the 
ordination  and  "marriage" 
of  non-celibate 
homosexuals. 

We  agree  with  a,  b,  c,  and  d.  Our 
argument  is  with  e.  To  "marry"  and 
ordain  practicing  homosexuals,  we 
believe,  has  unloving  effects  for  the 
Church  and  society.  Our  nation  is 
forty  years  into  a  sexual  revolution 
that  has  fostered  widespread  sexual 
experimentation  and  has  swamped  us 
with  millions  of  abortions,  children 
born  out  of  wedlock,  and  marriages 
destroyed,  in  addition  to  a  virtual 
epidemic  of  sexually  transmitted 
diseases  —  calamities  to  which  the 
Church  at  times  has  tacitly 
contributed.  Whenever  the  Church 
fails  to  uphold  the  Biblical  vision  of 
chastity  and  marital  fidelity,  the  in- 
born confusions  of  our  sexual  nature 
are  heightened  and  our  passions 
misdirected  in  disastrous  ways. 

The  argument  is  made  that  since 
no  one  would  ever  choose  to  be  gay, 
homosexuality  must  be  natural  and 
good.  But  this  assumes  that  sexuality 
is  a  simple,  "thing"  that  is  encoded  in 


our  genetic  structure.  The  truth  is 
that  our  sexual  nature  is  immensely 
complex  and  that  while  genetic 
forces  exert  an  influence  over  our 
behavior,  profound  psychological 
and  social  influences  also  shape  us 
throughout  our  lives.  How  else  can 
we  explain  the  bewildering 
confusion  that  is  the  hallmark  of 
adolescence  or  the  fact  that  cultures 
vary  widely  in  their  sexual  practices 
and  attitudes?  It  is  also  clear  that  our 
choices  contribute  significantly  to 
who  we  become  and  what  becomes 
of  us.  No  sensible  person  would 
choose  to  contract  lung  cancer,  yet 
millions  smoke  cigarettes,  a 
recognized  carcinogen.  What  begins 
as  experimentation  can  over  time 
become  a  habit,  and  if  the  Episcopal 
Church,  contrary  to  Scripture  and  the 
consensus  of  4,000  years  of  Judeao- 
Christian  experience,  pronounces 
that  homosexual  practices  are  a  gift 
from  God,  the  Church  will  be 
encouraging  sexual  confusion  and 
blessing  dangerous  experimentation 

One  sign  of  God's  love  is  that  He 
shows  us  which  behaviors  lead 
toward  wholeness  and  fulfillment. 
We  are  all  sexually  broken  and  face 
powerful  temptations  that  we  never 
completely  master  (Matthew  5:28). 
That  is  why  the  death  and  resurrec- 
tion of  Jesus  are  such  good  news: 
in  Him  we  find  both  forgiveness 
and  the  power  to  choose  healing. 

It  is  true  that  Christians  have 
too  often  made  the  homosexual  a 
scapegoat,  while  denying  our  own 
sexual  sins.  The  revisionists  are 
right  to  call  us  to  repentance  for 
this  hypocrisy,  but  they  are  wrong 
to  characterize  the  practice  of 
homosexuality  as  divinely  ordained. 
To  do  so  establishes  a  World  of 
Unintended  Consequences  where 
caring  and  well-intentioned  people 
hand  out  stones  to  those  looking 
for  bread. 
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Letter  to  the 


Editor 


Dear  Editor: 

I  am  writing  to  express  my  objection  to  the 
manner  in  which  my  comments  during  a 
convention  hearing  were  presented  in  the  article, 
"Action  of  Bishops  at  Lambeth  felt  here,"  on  page 
nine  of  the  March  Cross  Current.  The  reporting  in 
Cross  Current  would  lead  the  reader  to  believe  that 
I  have  a  complaint  with  the  Episcopal  Church.  I  do 
not  and  neither  does  my  daughter. 

To  clarify  comments,  I  have  enclosed  my  entire 
talk  and  would  appreciate  it  being  printed  in  full. 

"These  resolutions  need  to  have  faces  put  on 
them.  Faces  of  our  sons,  daughters,  mothers  and 
fathers.  Faces  that  we  see  daily  in  our  workplace, 
schools,  churches  and  yes,  in  our  homes. 

Understanding  sexuality  is  at  least  difficult. 
But  understanding  cancer,  epilepsy  or  infant 
mortality  is  also  difficult.  Yet  we  do  not  turn  our 
backs  on  those  with  cancer.  We  do  not  punish  those 
who  suffer  from  epilepsy.  We  embrace  parents  who 
loose  their  babies  through  SIDS. 

What  reason  do  we  hold  on  to  that  leads  us  to 
exclude  and  punish  those  who  have  found 
themselves  —  not  by  choice  —  in  a  lifestyle  that 
is  out  of  our  definition  of  'normal'? 

My  Brothers  and  Sisters  in  Christ,  I  ask  you  to 
take  the  time  to  go  through  the  'Book  of  Liturgies' 
provided  for  you  at  this  convention.  Read  the 
Baptism  vows.  Our  Bishop  lead  us  in  reading: 
'Will  you  strive  for  justice  and  peace  among  all 
people,  and  respect  the  dignity  of  every  human 
being?'  We  stood  together  and  answered  T  will 
with  God's  help.' 

The  prayers  of  the  people  read  'Let  us  pray  for 
all  who  are  suffering  around  us  and  among  us  in 
body,  mind  and  spirit.  Lord,  enable  us  to  see  in 
them  our  Lord  Christ  and  to  minister  to  them  as  we 
would  minister  to  him.' 

From  the  Midday  Prayer  we  heard  read:  'Put 
on  then,  as  God's  chosen  ones,  holy  and  beloved, 
compassion,  kindness,  lowliness,  meekness,  and 
patience,  forbearing  one  another  and,  if  one  has  a 
complaint  against  another,  forgiving  each  other;  as 
the  Lord  has  forgiven  you  so  you  also  must 
forgive.  And  above  all  these  put  on  love,  which 
binds  everything  together  in  perfect  harmony.  And 
let  the  peace  of  Christ  rule  in  your  hearts,  to  which 
indeed  you  were  called  in  the  one  body  And  be 
thankful.' 

I  close  with  this  although  —  we  do  not 
understand  —  we  as  Christians  are  to  love  all 
mankind  as  Christ  has  loved  us. 

I  stand  before  you  as  a  mother  who  loves  and 
cherishes  her  gay  daughter.  Not  by  her  own  choice 
is  she  gay.  By  God's  grace,  she  knows  that  she  is 
loved.. .by  her  family.. .and  by  God." 


Kay  Swindell 


Bishops  Determined  to  Help  General 
Convention  Deal  with  Divisive  Issues 


(ENS)  Bishops  emerged  from  a  six-day 
closed  meeting  at  a  diocesan  retreat  center  in 
Texas  expressing  a  determination  to  help  the 
church  deal  more  constructively  with  divisive 
issues  that  threaten  to  split  the  church. 

"We  are  not  backing  off  the  issues  —  but  we 
are  exploring  different  ways  to  deal  with  the 
issues,"  said  Bishop  Catherine  Roskam  of  New 
York  in  an  open  conversation  with  the  press  at 
the  end  of  the  March  4-9  meeting  at  Camp  Allen 
near  Houston.  She  said  that  the  conversation 
among  the  140  bishops  had  "deepened"  enough 
so  that  they  were  able  to  deal  with  their 
differences  "in  an  atmosphere  of  mutual  trust." 

Although  last  summer's  Lambeth 
Conference  of  750  bishops  of  the  Anglican 
Communion  was  not  on  the  agenda,  the 
confrontation  over  the  issue  of  homosexuality  at 
the  conference  was  clearly  behind  the  effort  to 
find  a  better  way  to  deal  with  issues,  according 
to  several  bishops. 

"There  are  concerns  that  don't  lend 
themselves  to  a  vote,"  observed  Presiding 
Bishop  Frank  T.  Griswold.  "We  learned  from 
Lambeth  that  passing  resolutions  doesn't  resolve 
the  issue."  Instead  the  "questions  can  remain 
and  the  divisions  can  be  very  deep.  So  I  think 
we  have  been  trying  to  find  a  way  to  live  our 
lives  and  do  this  for  the  sake  of  the  larger 
church." 

Calling  it  "the  best  meeting  yet"  of  the 
spring  retreats,  established  in  the  wake  of  a 
confrontation  in  the  House  of  Bishops  at  the 
1991  General  Convention,  Bishop  Chester 
Talton  of  Los  Angeles  credited  Griswold  with 
"showing  us  the  way  forward  and  helping  us 
deal  with  more  substantial  issues." 

The  challenge  now,  according  to  several 
bishops,  is  to  take  the  new  spirit  of  cooperation 
back  into  the  dioceses.  "We  seem  to  be  on  track 
but  can  we  carry  this  spirit  back  to  our  dioceses 
and  into  General  Convention?"  asked  Bishop 
Chris  Epting  of  Iowa.  He  pointed  out  that  a 
significant  number  of  bishops  were  not  at  the 
Texas  meeting.  Yet  he  expressed  guarded 
optimism  that  the  bishops  could  influence  the 
decision-making  process  of  the  church  in  a  way 
that  would  curb  the  threat  of  further 
polarization. 

Pamela  P.  Chinnis,  president  of  the  House  of 
Deputies,  endorsed  the  hopes  of  the  bishops  for 
a  less  confrontational  General  Convention  but 
pointed  out  that  it  is  a  legislative  meeting,  the 
highest  authority  in  the  Episcopal  Church  — 


and  difficult  to  predict.  "The  House  of  Deputies 
has  always  been  open  and  willing  to  work  in 
partnership  with  the  House  of  Bishops,"  she  said 
in  an  interview.  "When  the  houses  work 
together,  as  they  seemed  to  do  at  the  Philadelphia 
General  Convention  in  1997,  it  benefits  the 
whole  church." 

Chinnis  underscored  the  right  of  deputies  to 
introduce  resolutions  and  said  that  resolutions 
emerge  from  many  levels  of  the  church  — 
including  diocesan  and  provincial  conventions, 
as  well  as  boards  and  agencies  of  the  church. 
"We  must  take  them  all  seriously  because  of  our 
democratic  polity,"  she  said. 

Griswold  emphasized  the  partnership 
between  the  two  houses  during  sessions  with  the 
bishops,  reminding  them  that  there  are  two 
dynamics  at  work  at  General  Convention. 
Reporting  to  his  staff  after  the  meeting,  he  said, 
"There  are  the  deputies  who  are  focused  on 
legislation  because  they  have  been  elected  for 
that  purpose.  And  there  are  the  bishops  who  can 
look  at  the  community  from  a  different 
perspective." 

Yet  both  houses  must  be  careful  not  to  avoid 
issues  by  not  dealing  with  them.  "We  need 
careful  listening,"  Griswold  said.  "We  need  a 
time  for  growing  into  an  answer  without  forcing 
an  answer  before  its  time."  He  also  announced 
that  the  September  meeting  of  the  House  of 
Bishops  in  San  Diego  would  provide  "sustained 
conversation"  about  sexuality  issues,  including 
an  invitation  for  gay  and  lesbian  members  of  the 
church  to  tell  their  stories. 


Church  Periodical 
Club  Sunday 

The  Very  Reverend  Frank  T.  Grsiwold, 
Presiding  Bishop,  has  set  aside  May  2,  1999 
as  Church  Periodical  Sunday  in  Episcopal 
Churches  nationwide. 

For  1 10  years,  the  Church  Periodical 
Club  (CPC)  has  touched  people  throughout 
the  Anglican  Community  by  providing  the 
written  word  to  people  and  organizations 
who  have  requested  literature  and  have  not 
other  way  of  getting  it. 

Please  consider  how  your  gift  will  be 
used  and  give  generously  on  May  2,  1999. 
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Archbishop  Carey  Meets  with  Pope, 


Dedicates  New  Anglican  Centre  in  Rome 


(ENS)  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  George  L. 
Carey  opened  the  new  Anglican  Centre  in  Rome 
February  12-14  and  held  private  discussions  on  a 
strategy  for  unity  with  Pope  John  Paul  III.  "The 
centre  has  been  a  place  for  learning  and  discussion, 
a  place  where  eyes  are  opened  and  enthusiasm  for 
Christian  unity  kindled,"  said  Carey  in  dedicating 
the  new  $500,000  headquarters  in  an  imposing 
Renaissance  palace,  the  Doria  Pamphili. 

Carey  reminded  the  300  guests  from  around 
the  Anglican  Communion  who  joined  in  the 
dedication —  including  Cardinal  Edward 
Cassidy  of  the  Vatican  Secretariat  for  Promoting 
Christian  Unity  —  of  the  history  of  the  centre  and 
its  initial  dedication  by  Archbishop  Michael 
Ramsey  in  1966. 

At  that  time  Ramsey  pointed  out  that  Anglicans 
cherish  Scripture  and  the  Catholic  creeds,  as  well 
as  the  lessons  of  the  Reformation  and  "the 
continuity  which  it  claims  with  the  ancient 
church."  In  its  embrace  of  "saints  and  teachers  of 
every  period  in  the  West  and  the  East,"  Anglicans 
also  strive  "to  use  whatever  light  is  shed  by 
modern  knowledge  upon  the  understanding  of  man 
and  the  world."  Carey  said  that  the  original  vision 
of  "making  available  the  resources  of  Anglican 
learning  to  anyone  who  will  come  and  enjoy  them" 
had  not  changed. 

Shortly  after  the  dedication,  Carey  announced 
the  appointment  of  Bishop  John  Baycroft  of 
Ottawa.  Canada,  as  the  new  director  of  the  centre. 
Baycroft,  who  will  succeed  the  Rev.  Bruce 
Ruddock  and  his  wife  Vivien,  who  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Anglican  Roman  Catholic 


Archbishop 
of  Canterbury  George 
Carey  met  with  Pope 
John  Paul  II  when  he 
was  in  Rome 
to  dedicate  the  new 
Anglican  Centre. 
(Episcopal  News 
Service  photo 
by  James  Rosenthal) 


International  Commission,  responsible  for  the 
official  theological  dialogue  between  the  two 
communions. 

Responding  to  his  appointment,  Baycroft  was 
quoted  in  a  local  paper  as  saying,  "Anglican- 
Roman  Catholic  relations  have  grown  to  the  point 
that  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  thought  it  would 
be  a  good  thing  to  put  a  bishop  there.  My  role  is  to 
make  sure  the  Anglican  Communion  as  a  whole  is 
represented  and  interpreted  to  the  Vatican  and  the 
Vatican  is  interpreted  back  to  the  Anglican 
Communion." 

At  his  meeting  with  Pope  John  Paul  II,  Carey 
discussed  the  future  relations  between  the  two 


churches,  including  a  meeting  early  in  2000  in 
Canada  to  develop  plans  for  future  cooperation, 
described  by  Ruddock  as  "a  global  meeting 
between  church  leaders  at  the  highest  level."  The 
agenda  for  the  meeting  would  not  avoid  "difficult 
matters  such  as  intercommunion  and  mixed 
marriages,"  Carey  said,  but  would  concentrate  on 
the  broader  issues  of  the  relationship.  They  also 
expressed  a  common  concern  for  persecution  of 
Christians  in  the  Sudan  and  India  and  said  that  they 
would  work  together  on  such  issues.  Carey  and  the 
Pope  also  agreed  that  they  would  cooperate  in 
addressing  issues  of  economic  Justice  and 
international  debt  —  and  the  Millennium. 


Griswold  Responds  to  International  Church  Leaders  on  Sexuality  Issue 


(ENS)  Presiding  Bishop  Frank  T.  Griswold 
responded  March  10  to  an  open  letter  from  six 
active  primates,  a  retired  primate  and  an 
archbishop  which  challenged  what  they  perceived 
as  a  trend  by  some  bishops  in  the  Episcopal 
Church  to  ignore  resolutions  on  sexuality  passed  at 
last  summer's  Lambeth  Conference. 

The  church  leaders  said  in  their  February  26 
letter  that  they  were  obliged  to  point  out  that  "the 
continuance  of  action  at  variance  with  the  Lambeth 
resolutions,  within  your  own  or  any  other  province, 
would  be  a  grievous  wrong  and  a  matter  over 
which  we  could  not  be  indifferent."  It  asked  the 
Presiding  Bishop  to  "examine  the  directions 
apparently  proposed  by  some  in  your  province  and 
take  whatever  steps  may  be  necessary  to  uphold 
the  moral  teaching  and  Christian  faith  the  Anglican 
Communion  has  received." 

The  letter  was  signed  by  David  Gitari  of 
Kenya,  Richard  Goodhew  of  Sydney,  Emmanuel 
Kolini  of  Rwanda,  Ghais  Malik  of  Jerusalem  and 
the  Middle  East,  Donald  Mtetemela  of  Tanzania, 
Maurice  Sinclair  of  the  Southern  Cone  of  America, 
Moses  Tay  of  Southeast  Asia,  joined  by  Colin 


Bazley,  retired  primate  of  Southern  Cone. 

Griswold,  joined  by  nine  bishops  who  form  his 
Council  of  Advice,  wrote  to  the  church  leaders, 
"The  bonds  of  communion  which  we  enjoy  with 
other  provinces  are  precious  to  us,  and  the  mutual 
sharing  of  the  gifts  between  us  is  both  a  privilege 
and  a  blessing." 

The  letter  emphasized  the  "divergent  opinions 
on  the  question  of  homosexuality"  in  many 
provinces  of  the  Anglican  Communion.  It  quoted 
from  the  four  understandings  that  emerged  from  the 
Lambeth  Conference  report  on  human  sexuality, 
ranging  from  those  who  believe  homosexual 
orientation  is  "a  disorder"  that  might  be  changed  to 
"those  who  believe  that  the  church  should  accept 
and  support  or  bless  monogamous  covenant 
relationships  between  homosexual  people  and  that 
they  may  be  ordained." 

Griswold  said  that  the  Episcopal  Church  is  in  a 
process  of  discernment,  "testing  the  spirits,"  and  he 
quoted  from  a  letter  of  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
George  Carey  to  another  primate.  In  the  letter 
Carey  pointed  out  that  the  issue  was  discussed  at 
Lambeth  for  "the  very  first  time"  and  the  resolution 


stating  that  homosexual  activity  is  contrary  to 
Scripture  "indicates  where  bishops  stand  now  on 
the  issue;  it  does  not  indicate  that  we  shall  ever  rest 
there." 

Carey  said  in  the  letter  that  the  debate  at 
Lambeth  "showed  me  more  powerfully  than  I  had 
ever  seen  before  that  argument  and  controversy 
solves  nothing."  He  called  for  a  new  kind  of 
conversation,"  one  that  begins  with  respect  for  the 
integrity  of  another  and  a  willingness  to  study  the 
scriptures  together,  to  reflect  on  our  experience  — 
including  the  experience  of  homosexuals —  and 
to  share  in  a  process"  of  moral  discourse. 

Griswold  ended  the  letter  by  inviting  the 
church  leaders  "to  visit  those  parts  of  our  church 
which  cause  you  concern  so  that  you  may  inquire 
and  learn  directly  what  has  animated  certain 
responses"  to  the  Lambeth  resolutions.  "Such 
visits  will  afford  you  the  opportunity  not  only  to 
query  some  of  our  bishops  and  representatives  of 
their  dioceses  but  also  to  listen  to  the  experience  of 
homosexual  persons,  which  is  mandated  by  the 
Lambeth  resolution  on  human  sexuality." 


Spiritual 

Corner 


Jesus  Urges  Us  to  Retreat 


by  the  Rev.  Frank  Russ 

The  notion  of  retreat  is  counter-cultural,  or 
contrary  to  the  way  we,  sophisticated,  civilized 
Americans,  live  our  lives.  We  tend  to  busy 
ourselves  with  activities  that  will  make  us 
successful  at  what  we  do.  Embarking  on  a 
venture  that  borders  on  leisure  or  re-creation  is 
often  frowned  upon  -  yes,  even  by  those  in  the 
church. 

Jesus  was  very  good  about  being  on  retreat. 
Within  the  Gospels,  we  find  two  interrelated 
traits  concerning  the  ministry  of  Christ  and 
retreat.  First,  Jesus  was  always  sought  out  by 
the  people  who  wanted  to  be  recipients  of  his 
ministry,  whether  it  was  teaching  and  preaching 
to  the  multitudes,  or  healing  the  infirm  and 
unclean  person.  Secondly,  the  times  Jesus 
retreated  always  followed  these  intense 
campaigns  of  his  self-giving.  Jesus  would,  in 
essence,  say  to  the  disciples:  Let's  get  out  of 
here,  and  find  a  quiet  place  where  we  may  rest. 

In  that  retreat  space  -  whether  on  a 
mountaintop,  or  in  a  wilderness  place,  or  sitting 
in  a  boat  in  the  middle  of  a  lake  -  Jesus  spent 
j  time  in  prayer,  and,  believe  it  or  not,  he  rested! 
Jesus  taught  his  followers  to  do  the  same. 
Hopefully  we  too  will  learn  this  lesson  from 
Jesus,  our  rabbi. 

Retreat  should  be  a  regular  part  of  our  lives 
;  as  Christ's  followers.  Retreats  will  often  be 
times  we  hear  Jesus  inviting  us  to  be  at  rest  with 
him:  "Come  to  me,  all  you  that  are  weary  and 
are  carrying  heavy  burdens,  and  I  will  give  you 
rest.  Take  my  yoke  upon  you,  and  learn  from 
I  me;  for  I  am  gentle  and  humble  in  heart,  and 
you  will  find  rest  for  your  souls"  (Matthew  1 1 : 
^28-29). 

We  must  also  expect  retreats  to  expose  us  to 
spiritual  trial.  We  may  be  tempted  to  tire 
ourselves  or  waste  the  time  in  busy  work  and 
preparation.  We  may  find  ourselves  staying  on 
ithe  surface  to  avoid  an  authentic  meeting  with 
the  living  God.  The  emptiness  of  retreat  time 


may  compel  us  to  face  painful  signs  of  our  need 
for  healing  which  it  was  easier  to  overlook 
during  our  usual  routines.  Our  retreat  times  will 
be  opportunities  to  strive  against  everything  that 
would  discourage  us  from  radical  dependence 
on  the  love  of  God.  (The  Rule  of  the  Society 
of  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  Boston:  Cowley, 
1997,  page  59.) 

Retreats  are  usually  observed  as  annual 
rituals  by  many  persons.  But  they  should  be 
incorporated  into  our  daily  routines  as  well. 
Thomas  Moore  reflects:  "Withdrawal  from  the 
world  is  something  we  can,  and  perhaps  should 
do  everyday.  .  .  I  especially  enjoy  such 
ordinary  retreats  from  the  active  life  as.  .  . 
giving  away  books,  taking  a  walk,  turning  off 
the  television  set,  saying  no  to  an  invitation  to 
do  anything"  (Thomas  Moore,  Meditations:  On 
the  Monk  Who  Dwells  in  Daily  Life,  New 
York:  Harper  Collins,  1971,  p.  4). 

Many  people  faithfully  keep  "quiet  time"  in 
order  to  meditate,  read,  pray  -  just  to  be  still  in 
God's  presence,  and  to  listen  for  God  to  speak 
to  the  inner  self  or  soul.  Regardless  of  the  place, 
or  length,  or  the  way  we  spend  retreat,  one 
principle  is  constant:  Retreat  begins  with  an 
attitude  of  being  intentional;  it  is  an  act  of  the 
will.  (I  will  commit  myself  to  being  on  retreat 
once  every  year,  or  I  will  set  aside  time  during 
the  busy  seasons  of  the  church  year  -  solemn  or 
festive,  or  I  will  spend  time  each  day  to  reflect 
on  my  vocation,  and  to  discern  the  nearness  or 
distance  of  God  to  my  life.) 

If  retreats  are  intentional  and  become  a  part 
of  our  lives,  we  not  only  discern  the  invitation 
of  Christ  to  "Come.  .  .  and  he  will  give  you 
rest,"  we  have  the  opportunity  to  experience  the 
invitation  Jesus  voiced  to  his  followers  many 
centuries  ago:  "Come  away  with  me  by 
yourselves  to  a  lonely  place,  and  rest  for  a 
while"  (Mark  6:31,  RSV). 


Spring  Quiet  Day 

May  6,  1999 
9:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m. 
The  Rev.  Rickie  Streenstra,  Retreat  Leader 

The  Spiritual  Resources  Commission 
invites  you  to  our  Spring  Quiet  Day  at  Trinity 
Center.  The  Rev.  Rickie  Streenstra  will  be  the 
Retreat  Leader.  A  1 983  graduate  of  The 
General  Theological  Seminary,  she  came  to  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina  in  1994  after  serving 
two  congregations  in  the  Diocese  of 
Connecticut.  Currently  rector  of  the  Church  of 
the  Good  Shepherd  in  Wilmington,  she  has  led 
Quiet  Days  at  Christ  Church,  New  Bern,  and 
St.  Stephen's,  Goldsboro.  As  this  Quiet  Day 
falls  on  the  National  Day  of  Prayer,  the  theme 
will  be  "Praying  for  Ourselves  and  Others." 
Meditations  will  draw  upon  the  writings  of 
Julian  of  Norwich,  Lancelot  Andrews  and 
Henri  Nouwen. 

The  schedule  for  the  day  will  include  two 
meditations,  Morning  and  Noonday  Prayers  and 
a  closing  Eucharist.  Spiritual  Direction  will  be 
available. 

You  may  register  by  calling  the  diocesan 
house  at  252/522-0885  or  888/622-4778.  Please 
ask  for  Cynthia  Pollock.  The  registration  fee  of 
$12  includes  lunch  and  will  be  due  at  the  time 
of  arrival.  If  rooms  are  available,  you  may 
come  the  evening  before.  Mrs.  Pollock  is  also 
in  charge  of  these  arrangements. 


Baptismal  Font  available  to  any  church  in 
need.  Holy  Trinity  Church  in  Hamstead  is 
giving  away  an  eleven  year  old,  hand-made 
oak  font.  If  you  are  interested  in  acquiring 
the  font  contact  Frank  Wakefield  at  910/270- 
3247  or  call  the  church  at  910/270-4221. 


Want  to  know 
more  about 


.*s  \+  National  Happening? 


ft*       Check  out 

www.Happening.org 


APRIL  1999 


Cr*ss  G 


urrenT 


SB 


Diocesan 


Calendar 


Wardens  Conference,  Trinity  Center 

Interim  Ministry  Committee,  Diocesan  House, 

1:00  p.m.  -  3:00  p.m. 
Prison  Superintendents  Retreat 

Communications  Workshop,  Diocesan  house,  9:30  -  1:00  p.m. 
Pamlico  Deanery  Meeting,  Zion  Church  (Douglas  Hall),  7:00  p.m. 
Jr.  DYE,  Trinity  Center 

Retired  Clergy/Widows  Conference,  Trinity  Center 
Episcopal  Farmworkers  Ministry  Board  Retreat 
Spiritual  Resources  Commission,  Diocesan  House,  10:00  a.m. 
Upper  Cape  Fear  Deanery  Meeting,  Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville 

(Johnston  Rm.),  2:00  p.m. 
Parish  Secretaries  Retreat,  Trinity  Center 

Hunger  Peace  &  Justice  Commission  ,  Diocesan  House,  3:00  p.m. 
Cursillo  Staff 

Clergy  Conference  Planning  Committee,  Diocesan  House, 

12:30  p.m. 
Cursillo 


9-10 
12 

14-16 

15 

15 

16-18 

19-  20 

20-  21 
22 

25 

25-26 
27 

28-  29 
29 

29-  5/2 


Trinity  Deanery  Confirmation,  St.  Timothy's,  3:30  p.m.  2 
Creative  Christian  Stewardship  Grant  Committee,  Diocesan  House, 

10:00  a.m. 
Quiet  Day,  Trinity  Center 

Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry,  Diocesan  House,  9:30  a.m. 
Commission  on  Ministry,  Diocesan  House,  10:00  a.m. 
Trinity  Center  Executive  Director  Search  Committee  Meeting 
Clergy  Family  Picnic,  Trinity  Center 
Camp  Trinity  Staff  Training,  Trinity  Center 
Executive  Council,  Diocesan  House,  10:00  a.m. 
Explorers  I  Camp,  Trinity  Center 

The  Bishop 's  Visitation  Schedule 

Christ  Church,  New  Bern  April  1 1 
Trinity  Deanery  Confirmation 

at  St.  Cyprian's,  New  Bern  April  1 1 

St.  Andrew's  ,  Morehead  City  April  18 

St.  Andrew's,  Nags  Head  April  25 

St.  Timothy's,  Greenville  May  2 
Pamlico  Deanery  Confirmation 

at  St.  Timothy's,  Greenville  May  2 

Holy  Innocents,  Moss  Hill  May  9 

St.  Mary's,  Burgaw  May  16 
Lower  Cape  Fear  Deanery  Confirmation 

Place  to  be  announced  May  16 

St.  Mary's,  Kinston  May  23 

St.  Paul's,  Beaufort  May  30 


4 
6 
11 
11 

15 

22 

22-27 
27 

28-6/3 
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Whom  to  Call 
at  the  Diocesan  House 

All  calls  come  to  252/522-0885  or  888/622-4778  (toll  free) 
and  are  routed  by  the  receptionist. 


Office  Contact  Extension 

Bishop  Jane  Wynne, 

Assistant  for  Administration  205 

Bookkeeping  Judy  Covington  203 

Administration  Jane  Wynne, 

Assistant  for  Administration  205 

Calendar.  Cynthia  Pollock, 

Receptionist/Secretary  20 1 

Camp  Registration  Kim  Bennett  239 

Companionsheet  Jimi  Paderick,  Secretary  202 

Conferences/Retreat 

Registration  Cynthia  Pollock,  Secretary  201 

Finances  Jane  Wynne, 

Assistant  for  Finance  205 

Insurance  Jane  Wynne, 

Assistant  for  Finance  205 

Prevention  of 

Sexual  Misconduct  Phil  Craig,  Canon  to  the  Ordinary..210 

Program  Phil  Craig,  Canon  to  the  Ordinary.. 210 

Receptionist  Cynthia  Pollock  201 

Resource  Center  Peggy  Luna, 

Resource  Center  Coordinator  243 

Tuesdays,  1:00 p.m.  to  5:00 p.m. 
Youth  Activities  Carol  Taylor, 

Youth  Ministries  Coordinator  213 

Kim  Bennett, 

Youth  Ministries  Assistant  239 

Office  hours  at  the  diocesan  house  are  9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Monday 
through  Friday  from  September  to  May  31.  The  summer  hours 
are  9:00  a.m.  to  4:00 p.m. 

The  Bishop  and  the  Canon  take  Fridays  off. 
The  Youth  Ministries  Coordinator  takes  Monday  off. 


Outside  the  Diocesan  Office 

The  following  members  of  the  diocesan  staff  work  outside 
the  diocesan  office. 

Communications  Alicia  Alford, 

editor  Cross  Current  910/938-3096 


Deployment. 


Bruce  Nolin, 

Assistant  for  Deployment  252/480-0753 
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Diocese  of  East  Carolina 


Kosovo  Crisis  Heightens  Concern  for  Refugees 

State  Department  Raises  Ceiling  to  Admit  Kosovar  Albanians 


by  Alicia  Alford 

NEW  BERN  —  With  faces  of  homeless 
women,  children  and  men  filtering  into  living 
rooms  across  East  Carolina,  the  phone  has 
been  ringing  in  the  New  Bern  office  of 
Interfaith  Refugee  Coordinator  Judy 
Castranova.  "We  have  been  getting  lots  of 
calls  from  people  wanting  to  sponsor  Albanian 
families  fleeing  Kosovo.  Up  until  now,  there 
has  been  nothing  we  can  do.  I've  had  to 
explain  that  we  are  a  resettlement  agency,  not 
a  relief  agency,'''  explains  Castranova.  All  that 
changed  on  April  22  when  the  U.S.  State 
Department  announced  that  the  United  States 
will  be  resettling  20,000  Kosovar  refugees. 

"I've  been  telling  people  for  weeks,  'You 
see  the  faces  on  the  TV  of  the  Albanians,  but 
there  are  people  who  have  already  been 
through  all  this  and  they  are  still  homeless 
after  years  of  it.  Why  not  help  them?'  I  didn't 
anticipate  this." 

The  initial  caseload  of  Kosovar  refugees 
IJresettling  will  be  persons  now  in  Macedonia 
who  have  family  connections  in  the  United 
States.  A  second  category  for  consideration 
will  be  especially  vulnerable  cases. 

"This  is  all  going  to  happen  very  quickly," 
says  Castranova.  "The  first  step  for  us  is  to 
identify  Albanian  families  in  East  Carolina." 


Castranova  planned  to  do  this  by  going  on 
the  WCTI-TV  12  five  o'clock  news  asking 
Albanian  families  who  may  be  related  to 
Kosovars  to  contact  the  Interfaith  Refugee 
Ministry  to  fill  out  the  necessary  paperwork. 
Any  Albanians  that  have  families  or  friends  in 
Kosovo  should  contact  case  manager  Susan 
Husson  at  252/638-8705  or  by 
e-mail:  irmcm@coastalnet.com. 

In  an  April  22  e-mail  announcing  the  new 
program,  Frances  Tinsley,  the  Processing  and 
Programming  Manager  for  Episcopal 
Migration  Ministries  (EMM)  explained  that 
the  State  Department  expects  that  a  substantial 
number  of  those  refugees  resettling  will  return 
to  Kosovo  should  the  circumstances  permit. 
In  an  unprecedented  move,  the  government 
has  said  that  it  will  pay  for  their  travel  to  the 
United  States  as  well  as  for  their  repatriation 
when  it  becomes  possible.  The  intent  is  to 
respect  the  overwhelming  desire  of  the 
Kosovars  to  return  to  Kosovo  and  the  desire 
of  the  U.S.  Government  to  commit  to  this 
possibility  as  a  basis  for  continuing  efforts  to 
end  ethnic  cleansing  in  Kosovo. 

Understanding  the  Resettlement  Process 
Each  year  the  United  Nations  High 


Commission  on  Refugees  (UNHCR)  monitors 
the  troubled  spots  around  the  world.  The  first 
option  is  always  to  return  the  refugees  to  their 
homeland.  [That  is  why  President  Clinton 
proposed  relocating  the  Albanian  refugees  to 
Guantanamo  Bay  for  the  short-term  before 
returning  them  to  Kosovo.  Under  the  newly 
announced  plan  Guantanamo  will  not  be 
used.]  If  attempts  to  return  them  fail,  the 
UNHCR  classifies  the  refugees  for 
resettlement  and  sets-up  a  processing  post. 
This  begins  the  long  process  of  interviewing, 
screening  and  processing  refugee  cases. 

Each  case  is  assigned  a  priority  code, 
identifying  the  urgency  of  their  situation  — 
P 1  being  the  most  urgent  and  P5  being  the 

^  "Kosovo  Crisis  Heightens  Concern"  con't  on  page  5 
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Diocese  Opens  Retreat  Center 
With  Dedication  of  Pelican  House 


Nestled  in  the  maritime  forest  with  a  view  of 
the  ocean  and  the  sound,  is  a  new  building  at 
Trinity  Center —  the  Pelican  House —  a  quiet 
place.  For  the  first  time,  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina  now  has  a  place  where  individuals  may 
retreat  to  listen  to  God. 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel  3rd,  Canon 
Phillip  Craig,  Trinity  Center  Director  Mike 
Morgan,  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Trinity  Center 
and  a  host  of  friends  celebrated  its  completion 
with  a  dedication  on  March  30,  1999. 

The  Rev.  Joe  Copper,  Chair  of  the  Liturgical 
Commission  of  the  diocese,  planned  the  liturgy 
for  the  dedication.  The  joyful  celebration 
included  the  blessing  of  each  room  and  the 
singing  of  How  lovely  is  thy  dwelling  place,  O 
Lord  of  Hosts. 

In  a  relaxed  atmosphere.  Pelican  House 
offers  six  rooms  that  can  be  used  on  a  first  come 
first  served  basis.  An  oratory  that  overlooks  the 
ocean  is  available  for  silent  prayer,  reflection  and 
reading.  The  Meditative  Cupola  offers  an 
unparalleled  view  of  the  ocean,  maritime  forest 
and  horizon. 

The  Daily  Office  —  Morning  Prayer, 
Noonday  Prayer,  Evensong  and  Compline —  is 
prayed  in  Trinity  Center's  Chapel  of  Julian  of 
Norwich  or  in  the  Pelican  House  Oratory. 
During  the  day  lesser  silence  is  observed  from 
breakfast  until  Compline.  From  Compline  until 
breakfast,  greater  silence  is  the  custom.  All 
guests  are  asked  to  respect  the  quiet  of  others  in 
residence. 

Community  can  be  felt  in  silence,  while 
washing  dishes  together,  attending  services 
together  or  simply  sharing  a  meal.  One  of  the 
first  Pelican  House  guests  commented  after  the 
departure  of  others,  "I  missed  them  when  they 
left,  even  though  I  probably  had  not  spoken  ten 
words  to  them." 

Guests  staying  at  Pelican  House  can  plan 
their  own  self-guided  retreat  or  arrange  for  a 
guided  retreat  with  a  spiritual  director. 
Participation  in  provided  activities  is  voluntary. 
Guests  are  expected  to  take  care  of  their  own 
rooms.  Those  staying  for  a  long  period  of  time 
are  encouraged  to  participate  in  the  daily  work 
of  Pelican  House  or  Trinity  Center.  While  there 
is  no  charge  for  a  stay,  donations  are  gratefully 
accepted. 

Pelican  House  has  been  occupied  since  the 
opening  day.  There  are,  however,  rooms 
available  for  persons  to  come  and  experience 


Flo  Shedd,  OBJN,  Pelican  House  Director 

and  resident  spiritual  advisor,  stands  with  Bishop 

Daniel  outside  Pelican  House. 


this  new  ministry  of  the  diocese. 

Recent  visitors  to  Trinity  Center  have 
requested  a  tour  of  the  new  retreat  house. 
If  persons  are  staying  at  the  house,  it  is  not 
appropriate  to  disturb  the  silence  of  their  time 
there.   If  you  would  like  to  view  Pelican  House, 
take  some  time,  come  for  a  stay  and  listen  in 
the  silence. 

For  reservations,  call  252/222-0855. 
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Vecina  de  San  Mateo  dice  Bienvenidos  en  el  Nombre  de  Cristo 


por  Katerina  Whitley,  traducido  por  Dot  Hodder 


Los  valientes  se  diferencian  de  los  timidos  por 
la  manera  en  que  responden  al  cambio.  Dona  Luisa 
Eborn  de  Yeatesville  cumplira  90  afios  el  30  de 
mayo,  y  ha  visto  cambios  dramaticos  durante  su 
vida  larga.  Cuando  llego  a  vivir  en  la  casa  junto  a 
la  Iglesia  de  San  Mateo  con  su  esposo  e  hija  de 
siete  afios,  no  tenian  agua  corriente  ni  electricidad, 
y  todavia  usaban  burros  para  arar  la  tierra.  Pronto 
llegaron  los  tractores.  Hace  unos  diez  afios  han 
llegado  vecinos  nuevos,  inmigrantes  mexicanos 
quienes  han  aprendido  usar  todas  las  nuevas 
maquinas  agricultores.  Dona  Luisa  siente 
orgullosa  de  ellos  por  lo  que  estan  logrando  para 
ellos  mismos  en  una  tierra  estrangera. 

San  Mateo,  cuando  Dona  Luisa  era  j  oven,  tuvo 
muchos  miembros  jovenes  y  podia  pagar  su  propia 
cura.  Pero  hace  pocos  afios  solo  quedaban  unas 
pocas  viudas  ancianas  que  se  reunian  para  la  misa 
cuando  podia  venir  un  cura  de  otra  iglesia  cercana. 
Cuando  la  iglesia  estuvo  al  punto  de  morir  el 
diocesis  busco  cura  hispanohablante  y  empezo  un 
ministerio  a  los  latinos,  y  hubo  resurrection 
en  San  Mateo. 

Dona  Luisa  se  alegra  del  cambio  en  su  iglesia, 
pero  algunos  otros  antiguos  miembros  abandonaron 
a  San  Mateo,  no  queriendo  hacerse  amigos  de  los 
nuevos  miembros.  Pero  dice  Dona  Luisa  que  los 
latinos  son  buena  gente  y  que  la  tratan  muy  bien. 


Padre  Nick  Ibarra  cuida  a  su 
rebafio  y  siempre  le  dice  a 
uno  la  verdad,  y  por  eso 
Dona  Luisa  le  quiere  mucho. 
Dice  que  todos  hablan  bien 
de  el. 

Dona  Luisa  ha  sido  viuda 
hace  28  anos,  y  dice  que 
siente  mucho  mas  segura  en 
su  casa  ahora  que  han  llegado 
sus  vecinos  latinos.  Lamenta 
no  poder  hablar  espafiol  para 
entender  el  servicio  entero, 
pero  puede  comprender  la 
Sagrada  Comunion  y  le 
encanta. 

La  congregation  de  San 
Mateo  es  grande  y  el  edificio 
es  pequefio,  pero  Dona  Luisa 
se  da  cuenta  que  todos  comen 
juntos  cada  domingo.  El 
trabajo  de  San  Mateo,  dice  ella,  es  cuidar  de  la 
gente  y  de  los  enfermos.  Les  agradece  mucho  que 
tambien  cuidan  de  ella. 

Dona  Luisa  quiere  mucho  a  sus  amigos 
mexicanos,  y  por  eso  algunos  norteamericanos  le 
han  hecho  dificultades.  El  obispo  vino  a  visitarla 
y  la  regalo  un  crucifijo  por  los  abusos  que  ha 


Dona  Luisa  Eborn  de  Yeatesville. 


sufrido.  Dice  Dona  Luisa,  "Todos  tenemos  que 
trabajar  por  el  Sefior  en  nuestra  propia  manera.  Si 
a  otros  no  les  gusta  lo  que  hago  yo,  no  les  digo 
nada.  Cuando  esta  gente  llega  a  ver  a  San  Pedro  y 
a  Dios  nuestro  Senor,  van  a  ver  que  todos  los  que 
han  entrado  en  el  cielo  no  son  gueros." 


Parish  Communicators  Share  the  Good  News 

by  Communication  Workshop  Participants 


"It's  nice  to  know  that  God  works  in  concrete  as 
well  as  mysterious  ways.  This  workshop  is  exactly 
what  we  were  looking  for." 

Such  was  the  enthusiastic  response  from  Wanda 
Yuhas  of  St.  Timothy's  in  Greenville  as  she 
reflected  on  the  half-day  communications 
workshop  sponsored  by  Cross  Current.  The 
workshop,  conducted  by  Cross  Current  editor 
Alicia  Alford,  was  held  in  mid-April  at  the 
Diocesan  House  in  Kinston  for  novice  and 
experienced  communicators  alike.  Yuhas  was  one 
of  a  small  but  receptive  and  interactive  number 
attending  the  session.  Other  participants  were 
Muriel  Brothers,  Fae  Deaton,  Vivian  Mott,  Bonnie 
Peck  and  Kit  Reddick. 

"I  was  expecting  this  workshop  to  be  only 
about  newsletters  but  I  found  it  was  more 
comprehensive,"  said  Yuhas,  a  member  of  the 
newly-formed  communications  task  force  at  St. 
Timothy's. 

The  workshop  began  by  focusing  on 
communications  in  general  and  then  moved  on  to 
more  specific  areas  such  as  newsletters,  brochures, 
and  television  advertisements.  Alford  shared  tips 
on  layout,  writing,  and  photography.  The  group 


browsed  through  copies  of  newsletters  and 
together  critiqued  them.  Participants  practiced 
interviewing  each  other  and  meeting  deadlines  by 
producing  this  article. 

Bishop  Clifton  Daniel  visited  the  group  briefly 
to  welcome  the  participants  as  well  as  to  share 
some  of  his  observations  about  churches  involved 
in  unique  forms  of  communication. 

Diocesan  house  secretary  Jimi  Paderick,  editor 
of  the  diocesan  publication,  Companionsheet,  also 
visited  the  group,  asking  for  feedback  on  ways  to 
improve  her  publication. 

"I  certainly  learned  that  you  can  assume 
nothing,"  said  Muriel  Brothers  of  St.  Paul's  in 
Washington,  who  is  embarking  on  St.  Paul's  first 
newsletter.  "Communications  comes  in  more  than 
one  way.  This  workshop  has  certainly  been  very 
timely  for  me  as  our  church  has  no  newsletter  and 
we  are  in  the  process  of  getting  started." 

Kit  Reddick,  editor  of  Church  of  the  Advent's 
newsletter,  called  the  workshop  an  "rejuvenating 
experience."  Reddick  who  attended  the  workshop 
hoping  for  new  ideas  for  content,  layout  and 
formatting  was  not  disappointed. 

"Unfortunately,  I  feel  like  I  never  have  enough 


time  to  do  what  I'm  doing.  I  wish  I  had  more  time 
to  be  creative.  This  workshop  certainly  has  given 
me  some  good  concrete  ideas  for  making  some 
changes  and  I  feel  inspired  and  eager  to  start 
working  on  those  ideas." 

When  asked  whether  she  felt  the  goals  of  the 
workshop  had  been  met  that  day,  Alford  replied 
that  one  of  the  reasons  for  holding  the  workshop 
each  year  is  to  thank  parish  communicators  by 
giving  them  some  tools  to  help  them  in  the  work 
that  they  do.  She  explained  that  most  people 
involved  in  parish  communications  are  people  like 
herself  that  fell  into  the  job  without  any  formal 
training.  She  recounted  her  own  growth  from 
nervously  putting  out  her  first  issue  of  Cross 
Current  six  years  ago  to  now  being  comfortable 
with  her  work. 

"I  think  of  all  of  us  involved  in 
communications  as  being  God's  fax  machine. 
We're  just  sending  out  the  information  about  His 
people  doing  His  work." 

The  workshop  concluded  with  a  tour  of  the 
diocesan  house  followed  by  lunch,  token 
appreciation  gifts  and  a  homework  assignment 
(this  article). 
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Resettlement 
Assistance 
for  Kosovar 
refugees 

To  sponsor  a  family  or  to  complete 
a  family  locator  form  contact: 

Judy  Castranova, 

Interfaith  Refugee 

Coordinator 

phone  252/633-9009 

e-mail  judi@newbernnc.com 

or 

Susan  Husson, 

Case  Manager 

phone  252/638-8705 

email  irmcm@coastalnet.com 


Relief 
Assistance 
for  Kosovar 
Refugees 

To  contribute  to  the  Episcopal 
Church 's  collection  for  refugee 
aid,  make  each  check  payable 
to  the  Presiding  Bishop 's  Fund 
for  World  Relief  note  on  the  check 
that  it  is  for  Kosovo  Refugees  and 
mail  it  to: 

PBWFR 

c/o  Bankers  Trust 
RO.  Box  12043 
Newark,  NJ  07101 

Persons  making  credit  card 
donations  may  call  800-334- 
7626,  ext.  5129.  The  executive 
director  of  the  Fund  is  Sandra 
Swan,  800-334-7626,  ext.  6020. 


Episcopal  Church  Responds  to  the  Kosovo  Crisis 


(ENS)  In  a  statement  issued  March  26, 
Presiding  Bishop  Frank  Griswold  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  deplored  the  "terrible  spectacle  of  violence 
and  civil  strife  being  visited  upon  the  people  in  the 
state  of  Kosovo  and  wider  Yugoslavia."  He 
expressed  the  hope  that  the  United  Nations 
Security  Council  would  exercise  its  primary 
responsibility  for  main-taining  international  peace 
and  security  by  playing  a  leadership  role  in 
resolving  the  tragedy  unfolding  in  Kosovo  and 
neighboring  countries.  The  Presiding  Bishop  has 
reiterated  his  plea  to  all  parties  to  pursue  the  path 
of  negotiation  and  for  the  church  and  all  people  of 
good  will  to  pray  fervently  for  peace. 

In  responding  to  the  humanitarian  crisis  of 
thousands  of  refugees  pouring  into  Macedonia, 
Montenegro,  and  Albania,  the  Presiding  Bishop's 
Fund  for  World  Relief  —  the  humanitarian 
assistance  arm  of  the  Episcopal  Church  —  notified 
parishes  around  the  country  that  the  Fund  was 
receiving  contributions  in  response  to  the  crisis. 
The  Fund  channeled  emergency  assistance  through 
ACT  (Action  by  Churches  Together),  providing  an 
important  early  response  to  the  Kosovo  crisis.  The 
fund  has  sent  bulletin  inserts  to  churches  urging 
parishioners  to  contribute  to  the  fund  to  support 
further  assistance  to  the  refugees.  To  multiply  the 
impact  of  its  assistance,  the  Presiding  Bishop's 


Fund  works  ecumenically  with  Church  World 
Service  and  ACT  in  responding  to  humanitarian 
crises  around  the  world. 

Episcopal  Migration  Ministries  (EMM),  the 
refugee  resettlement  and  refugee  advocacy  program 
of  the  Episcopal  Church,  has  with  other  national 
resettlement  agencies  urged  the  US  Government  to 
increase  humanitarian  assistance  to  support  those 
countries  that  have  suddenly  found  themselves 
hosting  thousands  of  uprooted  ethnic  Albanians. 
The  well-being  of  the  refugees  and  the  preservation 
of  avenues  of  escape  for  those  who  may  yet  flee 
Kosovo  require  that  host  countries  be  sustained  in 
their  effort  to  provide  hospitality  to  those  still  in 
flight.  A  corresponding  concern  will  be  the  fate  of 
the  thousands  of  internally  displaced  Kosovars  —  a 
number  that  will  increase  if  access  to  neighboring 
countries  is  blocked. 

The  Episcopal  Church's  Office  of  Government 
Relations  in  Washington,  D.C.,  monitors  Congress 
and  the  Administration  in  this  constantly  changing 
crisis  and  collaborates  with  ecumenical  partners  in 
attempting  to  influence  an  early  and  peaceful  solu- 
tion to  the  current  Balkan  crisis.  The  office  will 
seek  opportunities  to  join  the  voice  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  with  other  denominations  in  strategizing 
about  how  the  churches  can  be  instruments  of  peace 
and  reconciliation  in  this  tragedy. 


Episcopal  Migration  Ministries  Rated  Best 
in  Refugee  Resettlement 


(ENS)  The  Episcopal  Migration  Ministries 
(EMM)  program  has  again  been  designated  by  the 
U.S.  State  Department  as  the  best  at  providing  the 
complicated  and  compassionate  services  needed  to 
resettle  refugees  in  the  United  States. 

The  announcement  was  made  in  early  March  by 
the  Department's  Bureau  of  Population,  Refugees 
and  Migration,  which  strictly  monitors  the  nine 
agencies  with  which  it  contracts  to  do  the 
resettlement  work.  The  bureau  issues  ratings 
annually,  after  compiling  a  "resettlement  score"  of 
statistics  measuring  the  effectiveness  of  each 
agency's  efforts. 

"This  is  extraordinary,"  said  Richard  Parkins, 
director  of  EMM,  "because  we're  among  the  smallest 
of  the  resettlement  agencies."  EMM  last  year  placed 
2,750  refugees;  by  contrast,  the  U.S.  Catholic 
Conference  placed  about  21,000. 

This  is  the  second  time  in  three  years  that  EMM 
has  been  ranked  Number  1 ,  he  said.  Last  year  it  was 
ranked  Number  2. 

"I  take  particular  pride  in  what  we  and  our 
diocesan  affiliates  have  accomplished,"  Parkins  said 
of  his  program's  work,  "because  we  are  minimally 
staffed.  Such  an  achievement  doesn't  come  easily  to 
a  staff  as  strapped  as  we  are  or  to  local  programs  that 
are  constantly  seeking  resources." 

Complicated  network 

With  a  handful  of  assistants,  Parkins  oversees  a 
complicated  network  of  diocesan  affiliates,  including 
many  volunteers,  who  reach  out  to  a  huge  array  of 


sponsors,  employers  and  others  willing  to  provide 
support.  Together  they  all  work  efficiently  and 
compassionately  to  make  new  homes  for  people 
whose  lives  have  been  torn  by  war  or  political 
upheaval. 

"It's  all  a  very  structured  system  with  many 
requirements,"  Parkins  said,  but  he  stressed  that  an 
agency  is  judged  not  simply  by  its  ability  to  follow 
the  rules  but  to  "do  good  placement."  That  means,  he 
said,  "finding  a  good  fit"  for  a  refugee  with  a  sponsor 
who  is  sensitive  to  her  needs,  an  employer  who  will 
help  her  keep  her  job  and  a  community  where  she  can 
find  help  from  a  range  of  people,  including  some  from 
the  refugee's  home  country. 

About  half  of  EMM 's  caseload  involves  reuniting 
family  members,  he  said.  The  other  half  involves 
people  who  are  on  their  own.  All  refugees  are  helped, 
regardless  of  their  religious  beliefs  —  and,  Parkins 
added,  the  resettlement  effort  is  both  ecumenical  and 
interfaith. 

Refugees  need  friends 

The  Episcopal  Migration  Ministries  operation  is 
funded  primarily  by  the  U.S.  State  Department,  which 
pays  EMM  $740  per  refugee  to  cover  costs. 

"Obviously,  that  doesn't  begin  to  cover  the  actual 
costs,"  Parkins  said.  "We  depend  heavily  on 
donations,  dedicated  volunteer  help  and  diocesan  and 
parish  support."  Most  of  the  money  received  by  the 
EMM  office  is  passed  on  to  its  diocesan  affiliates  who 
carry  out  the  actual  resettlement  process. 
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least.  A  PI  might  be  a  woman  in  danger,  while 
a  P5  would  be  the  cousin  of  an  already 
resettled  refugee. 

The  Congress  and  the  President  meet 
annually  to  review  the  world  situation  and 
determine  the  number  of  refugees  allowed  into 
the  United  States.  According  to  Castranova, 
they  decide  which  countries  are  of  humani- 
tarian interest  to  the  United  States  and  the 
number  of  refugees  that  will  be  taken  from 
each.  For  the  past  three  years,  the  government 
has  set  the  number  of  refugees  allowed  into 
the  United  States  at  78,000.  In  1998  ,  the 
President  increased  the  number  to  83,000. 
Of  that  number,  3,000  is  a  reserve  number 
for  an  emergency  situation.  According  to 
Tinsley,  the  State  Department  plans  to  request 
an  increase  in  the  ceiling  to  accommodate 
the  Kosovar  refugees. 

Ten  voluntary  agencies,  of  which  EMM 
is  one,  contract  with  the  government  to 
provide  resettlement  services.  Of  the  75,000 
refugees  entering  the  United  States  EMM 
handles  about  2,000. 

While  EMM  is  a  very  small  voluntary 
agency,  in  the  past  three  years  it  has  ranked 
number  one  or  two  among  the  agencies  for 
efficiency  and  success  in  its  resettlement 
efforts.  Of  EMM's  caseload,  the  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina's  Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry 
handles  14-17  cases  or  about  40-45  individuals 
a  year.  Castranova  says  its  too  early  to  tell  if 
this  number  will  increase  because  of  the 
Kosovar  crisis. 

Kosovo 's  Impact  on  Future  Resettlement 
Prior  to  the  announcement  on  the  22nd, 
Castranova  anticipated  that  as  the  Bosnian 
caseload  winds  down  in  the  coming  years,  the 
government  would  allocate  Albanian  cases  to 
fill  the  spaces  of  the  25,000  Bosnians  who 
have  been  resettling  annually  in  the  United 
States.  Castranova  also  anticipates  that 
Columbian  cases  will  be  included  in  the 
coming  year's  allocation  since  the  UNHCR 
has  recently  setup  a  processing  post  in 
Columbia,  South  America. 

Asked  about  the  make-up  of  the  refugees 
currently  entering  the  United  States, 
Castranova  explains  that  Bosnian  and 


Croatians  are  still  being  processed  for 
resettlement.  After  25  years,  the  Vietnamese 
caseload  closes  out  this  year.  The  African 
caseload,  now  at  about  12,000,  is  increasing. 
However,  Castranova  discouragingly  states 
that  no  one  in  East  Carolina  wants  to  hear 
about  them.  There  are  also  Cuban,  Afghan, 
Russian,  Iranian,  Iraqi  and  Burmese  cases. 

As  for  the  future  of  refugee  resettlement, 
Castranova  says  "Officially,  I  don't  know 
what  will  happen.  Based  on  what  I  am  told 
from  the  state  refugee  coordinator  and  EMM, 
I  think  the  numbers  will  stay  about  the  same, 
eventually  dropping  off  to  about  50,000. 
There  are  a  lot  of  budgetary  concerns  and 
political  pressures  keeping  the  numbers 
down." 

Taking  Action 

While  the  recent  action  of  the  State 
Department  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction, 
advocacy  is  needed  to  counter  the  forces 
pushing  for  fewer  immigrants. 

"Unfortunately,  there  is  an  anti-immigrant 
sentiment  in  the  country  right  now,"  explains 
Castranova.  "People  have  the  mistaken  idea 
that  immigrants  take  jobs.  Actually,  they  are 
the  backbone  of  this  country.  Studies  show 
that  refugees  contribute  more  to  the  economy 
than  they  take." 

"People  are  needed  to  advocate  on  their 
behalf.  America  was  formed  by  refugees  for 
refugees.  The  inscription  on  our  Statue  of 
Liberty  should  never  become  obsolete." 

Castranova  suggests  writing  your 
congressmen  to  ask  them  to  support  increased 
funding  for  resettlement  efforts  and  to  raise 
the  quota  on  the  number  of  refugees  allowed 
into  the  country. 

As  for  helping  the  Kosovars,  Castranova 
reiterates  that  help  identifying  Albanians 
already  in  East  Carolina  is  needed  as  well 
as  sponsors  for  the  new  caseload  of  ethnic 
Albanians  from  Kosovo.  "And,"  she  adds, 
"other  people  are  suffering,  too.  There  are 
thousands  of  Bosnians  and  Croatians  still 
waiting  to  come  here.  Their  misery  is  not 
over." 

"The  best  way  to  help  is  to  sponsor 
a  family." 


Refugee  Ministry 

Sponsorship 

Opportunities 

by  Judy  Castranova 

Full  Sponsorship  —  A  church,  organi- 
zation or  individual  may  provide  housing, 
food,  furnishings,  clothing,  medical  care, 
jobs,  language  training  and  transportation 
for  four  months  or  until  the  refugee  is  self- 
sufficient.  Costs  will  vary,  but  $2,000  - 
$2,500  for  a  family  of  four  should  do  it. 

Joint  Sponsorship  —  Two  or  three 
churches,  organizations  or  individuals  may 
join  together  to  provide  financial  assistance 
and  the  resettlement  services  listed  in  #1 
above. 

Mary  &  Joseph  Packs  —  A  church, 
organization  or  individual  may  collect  a 
basic-needs  pack  for  a  family.  There  are 
two  packs  needed  per  family:  a  basic 
kitchen  pack  consisting  of  essential 
kitchen/laundry  items;  and  a  personal 
supply  pack  consisting  of  necessary  bed 
and  bath  items.  The  next  issue  of  Cross 
Current  will  contain  a  detailed  description 
of  these  packs. 

Cash  Donations  —  A  church, 
organization  or  individual  may  donate  any 
amount  to  the  ministry.  A  typical  family  of 
four  has  monthly  expenses  averaging  $600. 
Checks  should  be  made  payable  to 
Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry  and  are  tax 
deductible. 

Other  Donations  —  Cars,  bikes, 
household  items,  vacuum  cleaners,  furniture 
and  computers  are  all  valuable  donations,  if 
in  good  condition. 

Refugee  Council  —  Individuals  may 
volunteer  to  serve  on  local  refugee  councils. 
These  councils  will  be  involved  with 
refugee  issues  such  as  English  training, 
green  card  applications  and  citizenship 
applications.  Assistance  may  also  be  given 
to  new  arrivals  who  do  not  have  a  church 
sponsor.  Wilmington  and  New  Bern  are  in 
the  process  of  forming  refugee  councils. 

If  the  idea  of  refugee  sponsorship  is 
appealing  to  you,  please  consider  one  of  the 
above  options.  For  further  information,  or 
to  receive  a  copy  of  the  new  brochure, 
contact  Judy  Castranova  at  252/633-9009, 
or  e-mail:  judi@newbernnc.com. 


MAY  1999 


A  Doctor  Opens  His  Doors  to  the  Victims  of  Sierra  Leone's  Rebels 

by  Kathryn  McCormick 


A  young  mother  who  resisted  rebels  '  efforts  to  throw  her  baby  into  the  fire  that  consumed  her  home  nurses 
her  child  as  they  both  recover  in  one  of  the  clinics  headed  by  Dr.  Kojo  Carew  in  Freetown,  Sierra  Leone. 
(Episcopal  News  Service  Photo  courtesy  of  Dr.  Kojo  Carew) 


woman's  child. 

"They're  still  in  the  hospital,  but  they're  doing 
fine  now,"  he  added,  pointing  with  a  smile  to  the 
picture  of  mother  and  baby,  who  was  peacefully 
nursing  again. 

Another  patient's  story  brought  Carew  to  the 
United  States  for  a  recent  short  visit.  Sylvester 
Kalkal,  a  24-year-old,  had  been  shot  in  the  head  by 
rebels.  Although  his  condition  had  been  stabilized  at 
the  hospital  in  Freetown,  it  was  clear  that  a 
neurosurgeon  would  be  needed  to  remove  the  bone 
fragments  embedded  in  the  man's  brain  and  to  deal 
with  the  bullet  itself,  which  was  resting  on  the  floor  of 
his  skull.  A  way  was  found  to  airlift  the  man  to  a 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  hospital,  where  a  neuro- 
surgeon performed  the  work  without  a  fee.  Carew 
accompanied  his  patient  and  watched  the  operation. 

The  man's  prognosis  is  good,  said  Carew,  noting 
that  while  the  bone  fragments  had  been  cleaned  out, 
the  bullet  was  left  in  place.  "It  is  near  a  very  delicate 
area,"  he  said,  "but  it  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  skull,  so 
it  won't  move.  It's  best  to  leave  it  there." 

Carew  took  time  during  the  man's  post-operative 
recovery  to  fly  to  New  York  City  for  a  brief  visit  with, 
among  others,  Richard  Parkins,  director  of  Episcopal 
Migration  Ministries,  who  toured  Freetown  and  a 
number  of  refugee  camps  in  Sierra  Leone  last  year. 


This  includes  children,  Carew  said,  explaining 
that  often  the  rebels  kidnap  youngsters,  feed  them 
cocaine,  arm  them  with  machetes  and  send  them  out 
to  hurt  as  many  people  as  they  can. 

"This  is  beyond  evil,"  Parkins  said.  "There's 
almost  no  way  to  explain  it." 

Further,  it  poses  problems  for  future  attempts  at 
reconciliation.  "What  do  you  do  with  a  nine-year-old 
who  has  seriously  wounded  people  in  his  own 
village?"  Parkins  said.  "Even  their  own  mothers 
won't  take  them  back,  and  there  are  thousands  of 
these  kids." 

Carew  nevertheless  retains  some  optimism,  in  part 
because  of  his  faith.  He  is  an  Anglican,  a  member  of 
St.  George's  Cathedral  in  Freetown.  "My  father  is 
still  a  member  of  the  choir  there,"  he  smiles. 

While  the  atmosphere  remains  tense  in  Freetown, 
the  violence  has  abated  slightly  in  recent  weeks  so 
Carew 's  hospital  campus  now  houses  only  76  patients 
Some  patients  have  been  moved  to  the  country's 
national  stadium  in  Freetown,  a  sports  facility  that  is 
now  home  to  40,000  displaced  persons,  most  of  whom 
live  there  without  shelter. 

Asked  if  he  would  flee  the  country  with  his  wife 
and  son,  Carew  replied  that  he  will  stay,  "Sierra  Leom 
is  MY  country,  and  it's  a  beautiful  country,"  he  said 
"I  cannot  see  ever  leaving  it." 


(ENS)  Despite  the  searing  television  images  of 
exhausted  refugees  and  the  rubble  created  by  NATO 
missiles,  Kosovo  remains  far  from  the  only  trouble 
spot  in  the  world  today.  Dr.  Kojo  Carew  knows  that 
only  too  well.  At  two  small,  overworked  clinics  in 
Freetown,  the  capital  of  Sierra  Leone,  he  and  his 
wife,  Dr.  Lynette  Palmer,  treat  victims  of  the  vicious 
warfare  that  has  plagued  their  country  for  more  than 
eight  years. 

"I  decided  in  1997  that  those  who  have  received 
the  brunt  of  the  rebel  war  should  benefit  from  the 
best  that  the  country  has  in  private  care,"  said  Carew, 
who  opened  the  doors  of  the  20-bed  clinics  he  heads 
to  take  in  hundreds  of  patients  who  had  been 
wounded  or  maimed  by  marauding  rebels. 

The  most  recent  wave  of  violence  by  the  army 
of  rebels  seeking  to  overthrow  the  country's 
government  began  in  northern  Sierra  Leone  in  late 
December.  On  January  6,  rebels  attacked  Freetown. 
Fighting  forced  many  out  of  their  homes,  he  said, 
recalling  that  his  clinics,  Netland  Hospital  and 
Cumey  Barnes  Memorial  Hospital,  were  packed. 

"At  the  peak,  we  had  111  patients  in  beds  all 
around,"  he  said.  "We  used  the  garage  space,  utility 
rooms,  the  corridors.  Wherever  there  was  space, 
there  were  patients.  And  we  had  the  relatives  of 
patients  who  stayed,  too.  They  were  terrified  to  go 
back  to  their  homes. 

"And  apart  from  the  bed  patients,  we  had  70  to 
80  others  who  had  less  serious  wounds  but  who  had 
nowhere  else  to  go,  so  they  stayed  on  the  hospital 
campus  for  protection  and  for  feeding  because  we 
provided  meals  to  patients." 

At  one  point  about  300  people  filled  the  buildings 
and  grounds,  he  said.  People  arrived  in  a  steady 
stream,  many  bearing  wounded  relatives  on  pushcarts 
or  on  their  backs.  "Often  people  came  late  to  the 
hospital,"  Carew  said,  meaning  that  many  were 
trapped  in  their  homes,  unable  to  get  to  the  hospital 
until  days  after  they  had  been  wounded.  By  that 
time,  he  said,  they  had  become  weak  through  loss  of 
blood  and  were  susceptible  to  infections.  Rebels 
struck  in  many  neighborhoods,  inflicting  the  machete 
wounds  —  cutting  off  hands,  arms,  ears,  tongues, 
and  feet  —  a  technique  for  which  they  are  infamous. 

For  a  few  days  at  the  beginning  of  the  recent 
attacks,  Carew  said,  he  and  his  wife  worked  on  their 
own,  bearing  the  brunt  of  the  costs.  "The  Interna- 
tional Red  Cross  came  to  my  rescue,  and  they  have 
been  at  my  side  since  the  present  onslaught  began  on 
January  6." 

Deep  commitment 

The  couple's  commitment  to  caring  for  their 
patients  runs  deep.  During  a  recent  interview,  Carew 
studied  a  photograph  of  a  young  woman  lying  in  one 
of  his  hospital's  beds  and  remembered  her  story  — 
just  one  of  the  thousands  of  stories  of  people  he  has 
heard  and  helped. 

"This  is  a  23-year-old  mother,"  he  said.  "She  has 
a  three-month-old  baby.  The  rebel  soldiers  put  their 
house  on  fire,  and  they  took  the  baby  from  her  in 
order  to  throw  it  into  the  fire.  She  resisted,  and  they 
shot  her.  We  managed  to  save  her  leg,  but  she  was  so 
sick  when  she  arrived  at  the  hospital  that  she  couldn't 
nurse  her  child.  So  I  went  to  my  house  and  got  some 
of  the  milk  that  my  wife  and  I  had  for  our  six-month- 
old  son,  Jermaine  Nnamdi,  and  gave  it  to  the 


Beyond  evil 

The  conflict  in  Sierra  Leone  is  unusual,  Parkins 
said  recently,  because  "It's  not  ethnic,  it's  not  tribal, 
it's  not  even  political.  It's  about  greed."  At  the 
center  of  it  all  are  the  country's  rich  supply  of 
diamonds  as  well  as  Sierra  Leone's  growing 
importance  as  an  international  transfer  point  for 
illegal  drugs.  And,  Parkins  added,  the  exploitation 
of  the  country's  large  pool  of  very  poor  people, 
who  are  being  recruited  to  fight. 


Donations  to  support  efforts  to  aid  displaced  persons 
may  be  mailed  to  the  Society  for  the  Advancement  of 
Culture  and  Welfare  in  Sierra  Leone,  P.  0.  Box  752, 
Dayton,  OH  45401.  The  society  was  set  up  by 
Williamson  Ademu-John,  who  accompanied  Parkins 
to  Sierra  Leone. 

—  Kathryn  McCormick  is  associate  director  of  the  Office 
of  News  and  Information  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
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What  is  Homosexuality?  What  is  Choice? 


by  Catherine  W.  McCall,  M.D. 


by  the  Rev.  Thomas  M.  Rickenbaker 


Homosexuality  continues  to  be  a 
thorn  in  the  side  of  our  culture, 
especially  in  our  religious  circles. 
We  live  in  a  time  when  some  people 
condemn  a  homosexual  lifestyle  as 
sinful  while  others  marvel  at  the 
diversity  and  complexity  of  human 
development.  We  humans  have  a 
stubborn  habit  of  asking  simple 
questions  about  complex  topics  and 
ideas,  perhaps  naively  hoping  that 
we  will  stumble  upon  an  equally 
simplistic  answer. 

What  "causes"  homosexuality? 
Is  "it"  something  a  person  is  born 
with  or  does  a  child's  environment 
cause  "it"? 

It  is  very  difficult  to  articulate, 
and  perhaps  even  harder  to 
comprehend,  the  following  very 
basic  reality:  Loving  a  person  of  the 
same  gender  feels  as  natural  and 
fluid  to  a  person  with  a  homosexual 
orientation  as  loving  a  person  of  the 
opposite  gender  feels  to  a  person 
with  a  heterosexual  orientation. 
Why  then  are  some  people  attracted 

—  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  word 
(emotionally,  spiritually,  physically) 

—  to  members  of  their  same 
gender? 

Simply  answered:  that's  what 
comes  naturally  to  them. 

But  how  can  that  possibly  be? 

This  intrinsic  sense  of  what  is 
natural,  of  what  feels  right  to  each 
individual,  can  be  compared,  on  one 
level,  to  the  phenomenon  of 
handedness.  The  majority  of  people 
innately  write  using  their  right  hand. 
For  the  minority  of  people,  though, 
writing  feels  equally  natural  and 
smooth  when  they  write  with  their 
left  hand. 

Problems  of  discomfort  and 
awkwardness  arise  only  when  one 
tries  to  write  with  the  non-dominant 
or  "other"  hand.  It  just  isn't  that 
person's  inborn  way  to  write. 
Period.  To  be  right  or  left  handed 


isn't  "chosen"  by  a  person,  it  is  a 
proclivity  with  which  each  person  is 
born.  The  echoed  messages,  from 
individuals  who  are  gay,  are  the 
same.  "It  is  who  I  am,  how  I  was 
made."  "Homo-sexuality  is  natural 
to  me."  "I  knew  when  I  was  very 
young  that  I  was  different." 

Of  course,  human  sexuality  is 
far  more  mysterious  and  complex 
than  handedness.  It  is  also  much 
more  complicated  to  study.  Still 
most  people  would  not  "choose"  to 
live  in  a  way  that  invites  scorn, 
prejudice  and  outright  hatred  from 
people  they  don't  even  know.  In 
other  words  if  having  a  homosexual 
orientation  was  simply  a  matter  of 
choice,  why  would  ten  percent  of 
the  population  choose  it? 

Medical,  psychological  and 
socio-cultural  studies  are  steadily 
providing  information  —  and 
confirmation  —  that  a  homosexual 
orientation  is  in  place  very  early  in 
the  life  cycle,  possibly  even  from 
birth.  Researchers  have  discovered 
a  specific  area  of  the  X  chromosome 
that  is  linked  with  male 
homosexuality.  Similar  studies  with 
regard  to  female  homosexuality  are 
underway.  Also,  gay  men  have  a 
higher  ration  of  homosexual 
maternal  uncles  and  male  cousins 
than  men  in  the  general  population. 
These  findings  strongly  suggest  a 
genetic  and  hereditary  component  to 
homosexuality. 

Researchers  agree  that  sexual 
orientation  is  too  complex  to  be 
determined  by  a  single  gene. 
Understanding  a  person's  capacity 
and  ability  to  love  another  human 
being  is  even  more  elusive.  Human 
love,  whether  heterosexual  or 
homosexual,  is  ultimately  mediated 
through  grace,  of  which  genes  are 
only  a  part. 


Homosexuality  is  characterized 
by  the  tendency  to  direct  sexual 
desires  and  expression  toward 
another  person  of  the  same  sex. 
Many  people  today  assume  the 
"fact"  that  some  people  are  born 
homosexual.  These  same  people 
argue  that  since  God  made  them  to 
be  homosexual  they  ought  to  accept 
and  fully  live  out  their  homo- 
sexuality. However,  there  are 
several  serious  problems  with  this 
assumption.  First,  there  is  no 
serious  scientific  or  psychological 
"evidence"  to  support  this  view. 
Secondly,  there  is  no  support  for 
such  a  view  of  homosexuality  in 
either  Holy  Scripture  or  the  historic 
teachings  of  the  church.  Finally,  the 
vast  majority  of  the  world's 
Christians  do  not  find  such  an 
assumption  to  be  either  reasonable 
or  accurate.  All  gay  sexual  relations 
are  by  definition  and  nature  "sexual 
relation  outside  the  bonds  of  Holy 
Matrimony."  The  practice  of 
homosexuality,  as  well  as  the 
practice  of  heterosexuality  outside 
the  bonds  of  Holy  Matrimony, 
"miss  the  mark"  and  is  therefore  sin. 
As  Christians,  we  ought  not  just 
ignore  the  Bible  and  do  as  we 
please.  Read  John  8:3-11,  Mark 
10:5-9,  Romans  1:26-27,  Leviticus 
18:22.  These  are  four  of  dozens  of 
passages  from  Scripture  which 
clearly  condemn  homosexual 
activity  and  sex  outside  marriage. 

The  second  aspect  of  this  subject 
deals  with  the  choices  homosexual 
people  and  unmarried  people  face 
as  they  live  out  their  sexuality.  It  is  a 
very  tough  thing  to  say  to  people 


that  they  should  abstain  from  sexual 
relations  until  they  are  married. 
Some  might  even  say  that  we  ask 
the  impossible.  But,  that  simply  is 
not  true.  The  truth  is  the  Christian 
Church  has  always  taught,  and 
rightly  so,  that  the  only  appropriate 
place  for  sexual  intercourse  is  in  the 
context  of  a  marriage  between  a 
man  and  a  woman.  For  those  who 
are  homosexuals,  and  for  the 
heterosexuals  who  are  unmarried, 
the  appropriate  way  of  life  is  to 
choose  celibacy. 

At  this  point,  I  would  like  to 
share  with  you  a  part  of  my  story.  I 
personally  know  that  it  is  possible  to 
choose  to  live  a  celibate  life  because 
that  is  what  I  did  for  most  of  the  30 
years  before  I  got  married.  I  also 
personally  know  hundreds  of  my 
friends,  neighbors  and  fellow 
Christians  who  have  chosen  to 
accept  this  Godly  calling.  It  is 
possible  to  live  a  productive  and 
fulfilling  life  without  being 
sexually  active.  There  are 
thousands  of  your  single  friends  and 
neighbors  who  live  this  way  every 
day.  To  live  a  celibate  life  takes  self- 
discipline,  self-control  and  a  focus 
on  living  a  life  pleasing  to  God. 
Choosing  celibacy  offers  a  life  free 
from  sexually  transmitted  diseases, 
worry  about  unwanted  and  un- 
expected pregnancies,  and  a  life 
free  of  the  natural  tensions  that  exist 
in  a  sexual  relationship.  While 
living  as  a  celibate  person,  it  is  quite 
possible  to  have  a  full  and 
meaningful  life.  Therefore,  if  you 
are  unmarried  or  homosexual,  God 
calls  you  to  a  celibate  life. 


116th  Annual  Convention  Resolutions 
Regarding  Issues  of  Sexuality 


RESOLUTION  #4  AS  AMENDED 
RESOLUTION  REGARDING  LAMBETH  CONFERENCE 
Passed  by  a  voice  vote. 

Be  it  resolved  that  this  Convention  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  exhorts 
Anglicans  in  this  diocese  and  beyond  to  reflect,  prayerfully  and  with  humility, 
on  the  actions  of  the  Lambeth  Conference,  keeping  their  minds  and  hearts 
open  to  the  question  of  whether,  by  means  of  the  Lambeth  Conference,  God 
may  be  speaking  to  us  in  ways  that  many  in  the  American  church  find  difficult 
and  unsettling. 

The  Rev.  William  John  Bradbury,  Rector 
William  Polk  Cheshire,  Lay  Delegate 
St.  Peter's,  Washington 

RESOLUTION  #6  AS  AMENDED 
RESOLUTION  ENDORSING  CONTINUING  DIALOGUE 
ON  ISSUES  OF  SEXUALITY 
Voting  in  favor:  108  Voting  against:  95 

WHEREAS,  the  72nd  General  Convention  of  the  Episcopal  Church  meeting  in 
Philadelphia  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1997  passed  a  resolution  apologizing  to 
gay  and  lesbian  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church  for  years  of  rejection  and 
maltreatment  (DO  11  a);  and 

WHEREAS,  the  72ml  General  Convention  endorsed  the  process  of  voluntary 
dialogue  as  an  effective  and  appropriate  process  for  Episcopalians  to  use  in 
facing  questions  about  sexuality  with  honesty  and  integrity,  avoiding 
unnecessary  confrontation  and  polarization,  in  a  spirit  of  faithful  seeking  to 
understand  more  clearly  the  will  of  God  for  our  lives  as  Christians  (A071 ); 
and 

WHEREAS,  the  72nd  General  Convention  directed  the  Standing  Liturgical 
Commission  to  continue  its  study  of  the  theological  aspects  of  committed 
relationships  of  same  sex  couples  and  to  issue  a  full  report,  including 
recommendations  of  future  steps  to  resolve  issues  related  to  such  committed 
relationships  for  consideration  at  the  73rd  General  Convention  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  2000;  and 

RESOLVED  that  the  1 16th  Convention  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  affirms 
the  Lambeth  Conference  Resolution  1.10  statement  that  all  baptized,  believing 
and  faithful  persons,  regardless  of  sexual  orientation,  are  full  members  of  the 
Body  of  Christ.  And  be  it  further 

RESOLVED  that  the  1 16th  Convention  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 
supports  the  continuing  dialogue  in  Cross  Current  and  other  forums  for  the 
next  twelve  months  as  outlined  by  the  72nd  General  Convention  as  the  process 
for  facing  questions  about  inclusion  of  gay  and  lesbian  members  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  in  the  fullness  of  our  community  life  and  worship. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

The  Rev.  Joseph  W.  Cooper,  Rector 

The  Rev.  R.  C.  West,  Jr.,  Deacon 

Vestry  of  Church  of  the  Servant,  Wilmington 


RESOLUTION  #7 

RESOLUTION  ENDORSING  THE  LAMBETH  CONFERENCE 
RESOLUTION  ON  SEXUALITY 
Clergy  order  voting  in  favor:  11      Voting  against:  50 
Lay  order  voting  in  favor:  58      Voting  against:  103 

WHEREAS,  the  Anglican  bishops  attending  the  1998  Lambeth  Conference  in 
Canterbury,  England  adopted  the  following  resolution  upon  a  vote  of  526  in 
favor,  70  against  and  45  abstaining: 

"This  Conference: 

(a)  commends  to  the  Church  the  subsection  report  on  human  sexuality; 

(b)  in  view  of  the  teaching  of  Scripture,  upholds  faithfulness  in  marriage 
between  a  man  and  a  woman  in  lifelong  union,  and  believes  that 
abstinence  is  right  for  those  who  are  not  called  to  marriage; 

(c)  recognizes  that  there  are  among  us  persons  who  experience  themselves 
as  having  homosexual  orientation.  Many  of  these  are  members  of  the 
church  and  are  seeking  the  pastoral  care,  moral  direction  of  the  church, 
and  God's  transforming  power  for  the  living  of  their  lives  and  the 
ordering  of  relationships,  and  we  commit  ourselves  to  listen  to  the 
experience  of  homosexual  people.  We  wish  to  assure  them  that  they  are 
loved  by  God  and  that  all  baptized,  believing  and  faithful  persons, 
regardless  of  sexual  orientation,  are  full  members  of  the  Body  of  Christ. 

(d)  while  rejecting  homosexual  practice  as  incompatible  with  Scripture, 
calls  on  all  our  people  to  minister  pastorally  and  sensitively  to  all 
irrespective  of  sexual  orientation  and  to  condemn  irrational  fear  of 
homosexuals,  violence  within  marriage,  and  any  trivialization  and 
commercialization  of  sex. 

(e)  cannot  advise  the  legitimizing  or  blessing  of  same  sex  unions,  nor  the 
ordination  of  those  involved  in  such  unions. 

(f)  requests  the  Primates  and  the  ACC  to  establish  a  means  of  monitoring 
the  work  done  on  the  subject  of  human  sexuality  in  the  Communion  and 
to  share  statements  and  resources  among  us; 

(g)  notes  the  significance  of  the  Kuala  Lumpur  Statement  and  the  concerns 
expressed  in  resolutions  IV.26,  V.  1,  V.10,  V.23  and  V.35  on  the  authority 
of  Scripture  in  matters  of  marriage  and  sexuality  and  asks  the  Primates 
and  the  ACC  to  include  them  in  their  monitoring  process." 

AND  WHEREAS,  the  Vestry  of  St.  Paul's  Church  of  Edenton,  North  Carolina, 
USA  has  endorsed  the  1 998  Lambeth  Conference  Resolution  on  Sexuality  and 
requests  that  the  One  Hundred  Sixteenth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina  endorse  same, 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED:  That  the  One  Hundred  Sixteenth 
Annual  Convention  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  hereby  endorses  the  1998 
Lambeth  Conference  Resolution  on  Sexuality. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  H.  Hood  Ellis 

Delegate  &  Senior  Warden  of  the  Vestry 
St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church 
Edenton,  North  Carolina,  USA 

The  same  resolution  was  submitted  by  the  Vestries  of  St.  Thomas,  Windsor,  Christ  Church,  Elizabeth  City, 
and  Holy  Trinity,  Hertford. 


Letters  to  the 


^  Editor 


Dear  Editor: 

Easter  is  a  time  of  Resurrection 
and  Hope!  Our  Easter  was 
enhanced  by  a  visit  to  Charleston, 
South  Carolina  and  attendance  at  a 
SEAD  Conference  at  the  Cathedral 
of  St.  Luke  St.  Paul.  The  keynote 
speaker  was  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  George  Carey. 

The  Archbishop  spoke  on 
"Anglican  Unity  Post  Lambeth 
'98"  and  the  Archbishop  is 
worried.  He  has  reason  to  be! 
There  is  a  wide  ranging  debate 
over  divisive  issues  and  the  April 
Cross  Current  gives  further 
emphasis  to  this  discordant  note. 
Carey  pleads  for  "unconditional 
love,  theological  truth  and 
holiness,"  defining  the  later  as  both 
"wholeness  and  wholesomeness," 
in  trying  to  meet  the  challenge. 

I  remembered  that  some  weeks 
ago  a  fellow  parishioner  came  to 
me  in  great  distress  because  of  her 
recent  discovery  that  her  son  is 
gay.  She  was  in  anguish,  feeling 
great  shame  and  looking  for  help. 
I  asked  her  to  give  me  a  few  hours 
to  call  our  diocesan  office  to  learn 
where  the  nearest  support  group 
might  be.  Guess  what!  Not  only  do 
we  not  have  a  support  group,  we 
don't  even  know  where  there  might 
be  such  a  group. 

I  was  advised  to  call 
Greenville.  Surely  our  ministry  at 
ECU  has  uncovered  some  gay 
students  and  a  support  group  for 
gay  parents.  Wrong  again,  there  is 
no  knowledge  of  any  support 
mechanism.  I  was  even  told  to  call 
the  City  of  Greenville  [the  utilities, 
roads,  sanitation  services,  etc.]  to 
see  if  they  might  know  of  a  support 
group  for  parents.  At  this  point  my 
search  became  comical  as  well  as 
fruitless. 

The  bottom  line  is  the  nearest 
support  group  for  parents  with 
homosexual  children  is  in  Raleigh 
and  it  is  part  of  a  national 


organization  not  connected  with 
the  Episcopal  Church.  How  sad! 
While  the  theological  debate  rages, 
we  can  minister  to  the  poor,  the 
hungry,  the  migrants  and  the 
homeless,  but  we  have  no  ministry 
for  the  innocent  parents 
of  children  who  are  gay. 

Then  I  read  the  beautiful  letter 
by  Kay  Swindell.  So  this  is  what 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  is 
talking  about!  Here  is 
unconditional  love  and  holiness 
beyond  measure. 

How  difficult  it  is  for  parents  of 
gay  children  "to  come  out  of  the 
closet."  The  house  is  on  fire,  and 
we  all  smell  smoke.  Regardless  of 
the  theological  issues,  we  need  to 
assure  parents  of  gay  children  that 
they  are  "not  guilty"  and  that  they 
need  not  suffer  the  shame  they  feel 
from  what  is  perceived  as  rejection 
by  a  confused  Church. 

Harry  M.  Carpenter,  MD 
Member  of  St.  Thomas,  Bath 


Dear  Editor: 

In  response  to  Perry  Fisher's 
article  on  the  Lambeth  Resolutions 
in  the  March,  1 999  issue  of  Cross 
Current,  I'm  sorry  that  Mr.  Fisher 
or  the  editorial  staff  of  Cross 
Current  did  not  see  fit  to  publish 
the  resolutions  so  that  all 
Episcopalians  in  the  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina  would  know  what 
the  delegates  to  the  1 16th  Annual 
Convention  debated  and  acted  on. 
This  is  particularly  true  with 
respect  to  the  Lambeth  Conference 
Resolution  on  Human  Sexuality 
which  generated  three  of  the  ten 
resolutions  introduced  at  the 
convention. 

In  summarizing  the  action  of 
the  Anglican  Bishops  at  the 
Lambeth  Conference,  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  wrote, 


"The  result  of  the  discussions  was 
a  resolution,  passed  by  a  huge 
majority,  that  this  conference,  in 
view  of  the  teaching  of  Scripture, 
upholds  faithfulness  in  marriage 
between  a  man  and  a  woman  in 
life  long  union,  and  believes  that 
abstinence  is  right  for  those  who 
are  not  called  to  marriage.  In  the 
same  resolution,  we  also  affirmed 
that  we  would  commit  ourselves  to 
listen  to  the  experience  of 
homosexuals  and  we  wish  to 
assure  them  that  they  are  loved  by 
God  and  that  all  baptized, 
believing  and  faithful  persons 
regardless  of  sexual  orientation,  are 
full  members  of  the  Body  of 
Christ." 

While  Mr.  Fisher's  article  in 
Cross  Current  stated  that  the 
Lambeth  Conference  resolution  on 
sexuality  was  "overwhelmingly 
approved  largely  because  African 
Bishops,  (the  so-called  Southern 
Cone),  are  in  the  majority,  and  they 
approved  it  as  a  voting  block,"  this 
is  simply  not  correct.  As  reported 

St.  James  The 
Fisherman  Holds 
Rummage  Sale 
for  Outreach 

The  parish  of  St.  James  The 
Fisherman  in  Shallotte  is  busy 
preparing  for  their  third  annual 
rummage  sale.  As  in  the  past,  the  sale 
will  offer  something  for  everyone  — 
clothing,  furniture,  appliances  and 
kitchen,  garden,  and  sports 
equipment.  The  Taste  of  St.  James 
will  have  the  usual  mouthwatering 
goodies  and  as  always  this  booth  will 
sell  out  first.  Even  the  youth  of  the 
church  are  lending  a  hand  with  the 
sale  of  food  and  drinks. 

The  annual  event  provides 
funding  for  outreach  projects  in  the 
community.  The  sale  will  be  held 
Saturday,  May  22  from  8:30  a.m. 
to  5:00  p.m.  It  will  be  located  on 
Powell  Street  behind  St.  James  The 
Fisherman. 


by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Herbert  Thompson, 
Jr.,  Bishop  of  Southern  Ohio  in  the 
November  8,  1998  edition  of  The 
Living  Church,  "the  Africans  did 
not  do  it.  The  526  affirmative 
votes  represent  a  broad  consensus 
across  the  Communion.  If  all  the 
African  Bishops  had  been  present 
and  voted  "no,"  the  Resolution  still 
would  have  passed  by  a  vote  of 
302  to  294.  The  Resolution 
represents  the  mind  of  the 
Anglican  Communion  as  expressed 
by  the  Bishops  of  the  Communion 
around  the  world." 

The  actions  of  the  delegates  to 
the  116th  Annual  Convention  on 
Resolution  #7  clearly  place  our 
Diocese  at  odds  with  the  Anglican 
Communion.  If  you  do  not  think 
delegate  selection  is  important, 
think  again.  Pray  for  our  Diocese. 

Sincerely  yours, 
M.  H.  Hood  Ellis 
Delegate,  St.  Paul's  Church, 
Edenton 


Director  of  Youth 
Ministries  Needed 
at  St.  John's  Episcopal 
Church,  Charlotte 

St.  John's  Episcopal  Church  is  looking 
for  a  Director  of  Youth  Ministries  who 
exhibits  a  passion  for  the  Gospel  and 
calling  to  minister  to  young  people. 
We  are  looking  for  a  person  who  will 
model  and  teach  a  loving  relationship 
with  God.  Our  parish  of  2000  people 
is  located  in  a  fast-growing,  suburban 
section  of  Charlotte,  NC.  Our  Youth 
Director  will  be  on  a  mutually 
supportive  team  of  ordained  and  lay 
persons  who  strongly  affirm  the 
ministry  of  Jesus  Christ.  The 
congregation  is  flourishing  and  the 
potential  and  possibilities  are 
limitless.  Send  inquiries  to: 
The  Rev.  Martin  F.  McCarthy;  St. 
John's  Episcopal  Church;  1 623 
Carmel  Road;  Charlotte,  NC  28226; 
704/366-3034;  E-mail: 
mccarthy  @perigee  .net 
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A  Message  of  Hope  and  Reconciliation 


A  commentary  by  Katerina  Whitley 


It  has  been  a  lovely  spring.  All  of  Eastern  North 
Carolina  has  looked  like  a  blooming  garden  with 
the  dancing  white  of  the  dogwood,  the  brilliant 
reds,  pinks  and  corals  of  azaleas,  the  aroma  of 
blossoming  trees.  Such  a  lovely  spring.  But 
underneath  the  surface  that  sings  and  praises  God, 
there  is  deep  sorrow  and  bewilderment.  Thousands 
of  Albanians  are  dragged  from  their  homes  to 
march  to  dubious  shelter  and  exile:  frightened 
children  in  arms,  grandmothers  pushed  in  wheel- 
barrows, desperate  mothers,  and  disappearing 
fathers.  It  has  been  a  miserable  spring  for  them. 

The  response  of  the  rest  of  us  civilized  people 
has  been  to  bomb  those  who  cause  this  violation  on 
the  Kosovars.  Even  the  lovers  of  war  cannot  point 
to  any  benefit  that  has  resulted  from  this  month- 
long  bombing.  But  we  are  far  away  from  both 
Kosovo  and  Belgrade.  It  doesn't  really  touch  us. 
We  are  safe.  Then,  in  this  quiet  spring  of  our 
superiority  comes  the  terror  of  our  own  children, 
and  the  massacre  of  their  schoolmates  in  Littleton, 
Colorado. 

We  are  confronted  again  with  the  sham  of  our 
strength  and  of  the  claim  that  this  is  the  most 
powerful  nation  on  earth.  Don't  we  have  the 
greatest  technology  the  world  has  ever  known? 
Don't  we  produce  the  highest  number  of  Nobel 
Prize  winners?  Aren't  we  smart  and  proud  and 
privileged  to  be  living  here  in  these  United  States? 

How  can  we  make  these  claims  when  the  last 
two  springs  have  brought  death  to  children  by 
children? 

Seeking  truth  and  reconciliation 

After  hours  of  weeping  for  all  of  us,  but 
especially  for  the  children  who  were  killed,  for 
those  who  shared  the  terror,  the  parents  who  waited 
for  word  and  the  police  who  had  to  see  the 
carnage,  I  turned  to  a  man  of  God  that  speaks  with 
the  authority  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

In  early  April  I  attended  the  Truth  and 
Reconciliation  conference  in  Kanuga,  where 
Archbishop  Desmond  Tutu  was  the  honored  guest 
and  featured  speaker.  I  had  followed  as  much  as  I 
could  of  his  leadership  in  the  painful  Truth  and 
Reconciliation  hearings  in  South  Africa  where  he 
listened  to  the  worst  that  human  beings  can  do  to 
one  another.  I  had  seen  the  picture  of  him  as  he 
bent  his  head  and  sobbed  to  hear  the  inhumanity  of 
torture  described  by  people  who  perpetrated  it  — 
people  who  looked  so  ordinary. 

I  longed  to  hear  him  bring  this  truth  and 
reconciliation  to  my  life  and  make  sense  of  what 
troubled  me.  On  April  21,1  put  on  the  tape  of  his 
speech,  listened  again  and  made  notes.  I  decided 
that  since  his  words,  faith  and  his  Easter  spirit 
helped  me,  they  may  help  some  of  you  also. 

The  message  of  a  modern  prophet 

Desmond  Tutu's  message  is  simple  in  its 
clarity,  but  profound  in  its  spirituality.  A  man  of 


great  intellect  and  eloquence,  he  distills  the  Gospel 
message  so  that  even  a  child  can  understand  it.  He 
reminds  his  listeners  again  and  again  of  their 
privileged  status  as  children  of  God.  Because  God 
is  both  transcendent  and  immanent,  he  tells  us,  we 
are  "God-carriers."  Imagine,  he  says,  "God  is 
contained  in  my  heart,  He  whom  the  heavens 
cannot  contain!  We  should  genuflect  when  we 


You  are  not  an  afterthought 
God  loves  you, 

Desmund  Tutu 


meet  one  another  because  we  are  God-carriers." 
Immediately  the  image  of  masked  Serb  gunmen 
comes  to  mind  pushing  the  Albanians  our  of  their 
homes  —  and  the  image  of  two  boys  killing  their 
schoolmates  laughing  as  they  do  so.  God-carriers? 

In  his  delightful  South  African  lilt,  Tutu  slips 
into  the  paradoxes  of  our  faith.  This  Omnipotent 
God  who  doesn't  need  us,  who  accomplished 
Creation  without  any  help  from  us,  this  same  God, 
from  the  moment  He  created  us  —  human 
beings  —  relinquished  His  Omnipotence  to 
become  Impotent.  He  recounts  the  dialogues  of 
God  with  Abraham,  Moses,  Jeremiah  —  a  God 
who  stoops  to  consult  Abraham  about  the  fate  of 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah;  who  allows  Moses  to  argue 
with  him;  and  who  comforts  sensitive  Jeremiah 
who  cannot  believe  that  God  would  call  somebody 
like  him  as  His  prophet.  But  then  comes  God's 
"extraordinary  assertion"  to  Jeremiah  and  to  all  of 
us.  "Before  I  formed  you  in  the  womb,  I  knew 
you...  you  have  been  a  part  of  my  plan  from  all 
eternity...  you  are  not  an  afterthought." 

"You  are  not  an  afterthought,"  this  modern 
prophet  of  God  reassures  us  in  our  confusion,  our 
anger  and  our  sorrow.  We  know  that  nobody  is 
indispensable,  Tutu  reminds  us,  but  "you  are 
indispensable  to  God,"  because  "you,  we,  are 
God's  collaborators."  Jesus  feeds  the  5000  because 
he  is  God  incarnate,  but  the  materials  are  provided 
to  him  by  a  little  boy  with  a  basket  of  a  few  fish 
and  a  loaf  of  bread.  So,  I  wonder,  what  kind  of 
heavy  burden  does  that  put  upon  us  when  we  as 
God's  collaborators  ignore  our  responsibilities 
toward  the  weak,  the  hungry,  the  oppressed?  The 
Archbishop  continues:  "God  dreams  of  a  world 
where  people  matter  more  than  profits." 

God  weeps 

At  such  sorrow  and  injustice  God  weeps,  Tutu 
tells  us.  He  does  not  strike  the  perpetrators  down. 
The  All  Powerful  has  become  powerless,  weak 


with  the  frailty  of  men  and  women,  God's 
collaborators.  But  that  is  very  different  from 
thinking  that  God  has  withdrawn  from  us.  He  raises 
up  people  in  the  fulness  of  time  whose  actions  bring 
about  momentous  changes.  People  like  Gorbachev 
whose  decisions  would  result  in  the  fall  of 
communism;  and  F.W.  DeKlerk  in  South  Africa 
who  unbanned  the  African  National  Congress  and 
released  Mandela  from  prison.  In  Mandela  God 
gave  the  country  a  man  who  did  not  seek  revenge 
but  reconciliation. 

Even  so,  it  was  the  prayers  of  thousands  of 
people  and  their  support  that  brought  about  the 
astounding  miracle  of  South  Africa.  Desmond  Tutu 
never  fails  to  thank  all  his  listeners  for  their  love 
and  prayers  during  the  years  of  apartheid.  "It  was 
quite  crucial,"  he  says  with  conviction.  He  recounts 
a  meeting  with  a  nun  who  lived  as  a  hermit.  "I  get 
up  at  2:00  in  the  morning,"  she  told  him,  "and  pray 
for  you."  Tutu  laughs.  His  voice  rises  in  wonder:  "I 
said,  What  chance  does  the  apartheid  government 
have?  I  am  prayed  for  at  2:00  in  the  morning  by 
someone  in  California!"  Again  and  again  we  are 
reminded  that  we  are  God's  collaborators  in  all 
these  works  of  bringing  about  the  kingdom. 

Moving  out  of  our  safety 

But  it  is  not  easy.  Even  he  who  had  lived 
through  the  apartheid  years  and  had  been 
humiliated  and  not  allowed  to  travel,  who  had 
listened  to  the  suffering  of  his  flock,  was  devastated 
during  the  Truth  and  Reconciliation  hearings  to 
learn  of  the  tortures  and  of  "our  capacity  to  be  evil." 
At  the  same  time,  he  was  reassured  by  "our 
remarkable  capacity  for  good"  as  he  listened  to 
people  who  had  suffered  terribly  and  who  were 
willing  to  forgive  the  perpetrators. 

He  puts  great  emphasis  on  giving  people  the 
opportunity  to  tell  their  story.  Reconciliation  came 
after  the  confessions  of  guilt.  This  was  not  easy 
forgiveness.  Amnesia  does  not  contribute  to 
forgiveness.  But  when  we  tell  our  stories  and  face 
our  past,  the  past  cannot  hold  us  hostage,  he  said. 

So,  I  too  am  convinced  that  God  weeps  for  all 
those  who  were  killed  and  terrorized  in  Colorado 
and  for  all  their  loved  ones.  Archbishop  Tutu 
reminds  us  that  we  are  all  God's  children  — 
even  Milosevic,  even  the  Colorado  killers. 
Unfortunately,  we  have  turned  a  faith  of  grace 
into  a  faith  of  virtue,  he  says  sorrowfully.  We 
can't  really  believe  that  God  will  leave  us,  virtuous 
believers,  to  search  for  the  lost,  the  one  who  has 
gone  astray.  We  think  God's  standards  must  be 
low  if  God  stoops  to  save  someone  like  Milosevic. 
So  we  neglect  to  pray  for  him. 

All  of  this  comes  because  we  can't  really 
believe  that  God  loves  us,  LOVES  US,  as  if  each 
one  of  us  were  the  only  human  being  on  earth! 

God  depends  on  us  to  help  God  realize  God's 
dream.  Can  we  now  move  out  of  here,  out  of  our 
safety,  and  tell  this  to  the  world? 
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Holy  Works  For  Holy  Places 

The  Decorative  Arts  Conference  at  Kanuga 

by  Maggie  Nance 


Last  fall,  I  attended  a  national  symposium  on 
decorative  arts  for  churches  at  Kanuga  Conference 
Center.  The  symposium  workshops  included 
sessions  on  making  purificators,  the  small  linen 
squares  used  to  wipe  the  chalice,  and  stoles; 
implementing  needlepoint  projects;  instruction 
on  whitework  embroidery;  and  French  hand 
sewing.  Music,  humor  and  daily  worship 
helped  inspire  us  all. 

I  attended  the  conference  thinking  I  could  work 
on  a  banner  for  Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville's, 
production  of  "Joseph  and  the  Amazing 
Technicolor  Dreamcoat."  Instead,  it  took  most  of 
the  week  and  the  loan  of  a  magnifying  glass  to 
hand  stitch  a  purificator.  What  a  feeling  of 
accomplishment  when  it  was  completed! 

The  "Joseph"  banner,  which  incorporated 
techniques  described  during  the  symposium,  was 
completed  for  the  early  December  play  date.  In 
fact,  there  was  enough  green  fabric  in  the  kit 
purchased  from  workshop  leader  Pat  Crane  that  I 
even  made  two  stoles  —  one  for  Deacon  Dave 
Davis  and  one  for  Rector  Ron  Abrams.  I  machine 
appliqued  a  colorful  design  inspired  by 
participation  in  a  mission  trip  to  Puerto  Rico  before 
hand  stitching  the  stoles  to  the  lining  fabric. 
Grateful  for  ideas  collected  at  the  decorative  arts 
symposium,  soon  I  will  begin  a  banner  for  the 


Maggie  Nance 
sews  on  the 
Episcopal 
Farmworker 
Ministry  (EFM) 
banner  as  Keith 
Merritt,  EFM 
Director,  looks 
on.  The 
"Joseph  banner" 
hangs  in  the 
background. 


Episcopal  Farmworkers  Ministry. 

A  similar  conference  is  offered  this  year 
August  29  through  September  3.  Varying  from  last 
year's  format,  upon  registering  participants  will 
select  a  teacher/project  of  their  choice. 

For  more  information  on  the  upcoming  con- 
ference write  Kanuga,  P.O.  Box  250,  Henderson- 
ville,  NC  28793;  telephone  828/692-9136  ■  fax 
828/696-3589  •  e-mail  kanuga@ecunet.org. 


Giving 

Discovering  Another  Way  of  Life 

The  First  Ever  Stewardship 
Teleconference 

Saturday,  June  5, 1999 
2:00  p.m.  to  5:00  p.m. 
Diocesan  House  Kinston 

•  What  is  this  thing  called  giving? 

•  Why  do  we  do  it? 

•  Why  don't  we  do  it? 

•  What  difference  does  it  make  in  our  own 
life?  In  the  lives  of  others? 

•  Where  does  it  fit  in  this  life  we  call 
Christian? 

•  What  does  God  have  to  say? 

•  What  did  Jesus  say? 

The  teleconference  will  be  presented 

by  the  Office  of  Stewardship,  Terry  Parsons 

director. 


At  1 :00  p.m.  you  are  invited  to  come  and 
hear  some  success  stories  from  parishes  in 
the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina.  If  you  have  a 
story  to  share  please  contact  Nancy 
Broadwell,  910/967-0911. 
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Waiting,  Allowing  and  Trusting  —  Patience  at  Work 


by  the  Rev.  Hilary  West 

I  love  humor  that  applies  to  somebody  else.  The 
sign  that  reads,  "O  Lord,  give  we  patience,  and  I  want 
it  right  now!"  has  always  tickled  me.  I  want  patience 
too,  but  I  can  wait  until  this  afternoon. 

In  elementary  school  and  junior  high,  I  was  the 
one  who,  with  infinite  patience,  spent  hours 
untangling  my  friends'  tiny  gold  chains.  Hardly  ever, 
in  years  of  farming  and  gardening,  have  I  ever  yanked 
up  a  tender  young  plant  to  evaluate  its  progress 
toward  carrothood.  I  can  wait  forever  for  fish  to  bite. 
The  image  of  a  "patient  person"  is  one  I  have 
nourished  and  grown  to  love  over  the  years.  I've 
always  considered  it  a  large  piece  of  who  I  am. 

I've  been  clueless.  The  light  came  on  a  month  or 
so  ago  when  I  decided  to  begin  learning  another 
language.  The  collision  of  image  and  reality  come 
quickly.  It  appeared,  that  despite  my  expectations  of 
myself,  exhaustive  effort  and  practice,  I  was  not 
going  to  be  speaking  like  Cervantes  by  afternoon  — 
not  even  late  afternoon. 


My  friend  and  native-speaking  mentor  counseled 
"patience  little  by  little  bit."  He  might  well  have 
added  humility,  but  he  really  didn't  have  to.  God  and 
the  community  are  continually  teaching  me  that. 

Patience  cannot  be  acquired  and  processed. 
Perhaps  we're  speaking  of  waiting,  allowing,  and 
trusting.  Perhaps  we're  speaking  of  being  in  gentle, 
humble,  patient  and  loving  relationship  with 
ourselves,  with  one  another,  and  with  God.  The 
psalms  tell  us  again  and  again  to  trust  and  wait 
patiently  for  God.  They  promise  us  that  God  will  act 
marvelously  and  powerfully. 

God  does  indeed  do  marvelous  and  powerful 
things.  It's  just  that  so  often  God  chooses  to  act 
powerfully  slowly  —  creating  the  drama  of  the 
Grand  Canyon  by  dribbling  the  Colorado  River 
through  a  desert  for  gazillions  of  years.  And  it's  not 
finished  yet.  Or  leading  Israel  through  the  wilderness 
to  a  good  place.  Even  with  a  mighty  hand  and  an 
outstretched  arm,  it  took  forty  years,  and  that's  Bible 


talk  for  a  really  long  time.  It  seems  that  God  is 
rarely  in  a  hurry. 

The  German  poet  Rilke  writes  to  a  younger  poet: 
"Be  patient  toward  all  that  is  unsolved  in  your  heart 
and  learn  to  love  the  questions  themselves.  .  .one  day 
you  may  live  along  into  the  answers."  Luther  said: 
".  .  .this  life,  therefore,  is  not  righteousness,  but 
growth  in  righteousness,  not  health  but  healing;  not 
being  but  becoming.  .  .  .  We  are  not  yet  what  we  shall 
be  but  we  are  growing  toward  it;  the  process  is  not  yet 
finished  but  it  is  going  on;  this  is  not  the  end  but  it  is 
the  road.  All  does  not  yet  gleam  in  glory,  but  all  is 
being  purified." 

Isaiah  reminded  us  that  those  who  "wait  upon  the 
Lord  shall  renew  their  strength."  My  friend  suggest, 
"poco  a  poquito  —  little  by  little  bit."  I  am  learning 
to  say,  "please  be  patient  with  me —  God  isn't 
finished  with  me  yet." 

I'll  be  the  same  with  you. 
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Still  Waters: 
Trinity  1999 

I  can't  say  what  I  expect  here 
in  this  absolute  green  silence, 
in  this  aching  sky  blue  stillness 
that  pays  no  attention  to  me. 

Yet  I  trust  myself  to  it 

in  the  human  way  which  is 

not  fully. 

Moment  by  moment  I  can't 
help  giving  up  myself 
to  this  place  because, 
well,  why  not? 
I  am  here,  aren't  I? 

It  is  one  thing  to  not  have 
anything  required  of  you. 

I  want  to  simply  trade  emptiness 
with  this  place  that  asks 
nothing  of  me. 

I  think  place  is  not  so  much 
where  something  happens 

as  what  silence  determines  there 
without  my  expecting  anything. 

So  that  I  am  not  hindered 
in  my  listening, 
or  nagged  at  by  a  self  I  made 
from  the  dust  of  rooms 
I  never  fully  lived  in. 

Surprise  me,  Holy  Spirit. 
Let  nothing  happen. 

Agnes  McDonald 
April  5,  1999 

—  Agnes  McDonald,  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Servant,  is  completing  her  MFA  Degree  in  Creative 
Writing  at  UNC-W. 


Chasubles  and  Stoles  Being 
Given  Away 

The  Rev.  Dick  Warner  has  three  chasubles 
—  red,  green,  and  purple  —  and  the  accom- 
panying stoles  that  he  will  give  to  any  church 
that  can  use  them.  If  you  are  interested  in 
acquiring  the  vestments,  you  may  contact  him 
at  910/754-9313. 
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Cross  Current  Deadline 

Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry,  Diocesan  House,  9:30  a.m. 

Commission  on  Ministry,  Diocesan  House,  10:00  a.m. 

Missionary  Outreach  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  10:00  a.m. 

Spiritual  Resources  Commission,  Diocesan  House,  10:00  a.m. 

Trinity  Center  Executive  Director  Search  Committee  Meeting 

Pamlico  Deanery  Meeting,  Zion  Episcopal  Church 

Lower  Cape  Fear  Deanery  Confirmation,  St.  Mary's,  Burgaw,  4:00  p.m. 

Hunger,  Peace  and  Justice  Commission,  Diocesan  House,  10:00  a.m. 

Standing  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  11:00  a.m. 

Camp  Staff  Challenge  Course  Training,  Trinity  Center 

Trinity  Center  Finance  Committee,  Trinity  Center,  10:00  a.m. 

Clergy  Family  Picnic,  Trinity  Center 

Camp  Trinity  Staff  Training,  Trinity  Center 

Interim  Ministry  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  1:00  -  3:00  p.m. 

Trinity  Center  Board,  Trinity  Center,  10:00  a.m. 

Executive  Council,  Diocesan  House,  10:00  a.m. 

Explorers  I  Camp,  Trinity  Center 

Rain  Date  for  Clergy  Family  Day,  Trinity  Center 


Small  Church  Leadership  Conference,  Trinity  Center 

Stewardship  Training  and  Teleconference 

Senior  High  Camp,  Trinity  Center 

Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry,  Diocesan  House,  9:30  a.m. 

Discoverers  I  Camp,  Trinity  Center 

Standing  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  11:00  a.m. 

Hunger,  Peace  and  Justice  Commission,  Diocesan  House,  10:00  a.m. 

Adventurers  Camp,  Trinity  Center 

Elderhostel,  Trinity  Center 

Explorers  II  Camp,  Trinity  Center 


The  Bishop 's  Visitation  Schedule 


Holy  Innocents,  Moss  Hill 
St.  Mary's,  Burgaw 

Lower  Cape  Fear  Deanery  Confirmation  St.  Mary's,  Burgaw,  4:00  p.m. 
St.  Mary's,  Kinston 
St.  Paul's,  Beaufort 


Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville 
St.  Christopher's,  Havelock 
St.  George's,  Lake  Landing 
All  Saints,  Southern  Shores 


10 
11 
II 

13 
13 
15 
15 
16 
17 
18 

19-21 
20 
22 

22-27 
24 
25 
27 
28-6/3 
29 


1-4 

5 

5-10 

8 

12-28 
15 
17 
19-24 
27-7/2 
27-7/4 


9 
16 
16 
23 
30 


6 
13 
20 
27 
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Presiding  Bishop's  Fund  to  Build  Homes  in  Honduras 


by  Nan  Cobbey 

Episcopal  Life  —  The  Presiding 
Bishop's  (PB)  Fund  for  World  Relief 
is  about  to  start  building. 

Ninety-five  Honduran  families 
left  homeless  by  Hurricane  Mitch  last 
fall  will  soon  own  two-bedroom, 
cinderblock  houses  they've  helped 
build  in  a  community  all  their  own. 
The  "Faith,  Hope  and  Joy  Project" 
outside  San  Pedro  Sula  is  the 
beginning  of  a  new  endeavor  in 
which  Episcopalians  will  undertake 
the  construction  of  500  homes. 

Phoebe  Griswold,  wife  of 
Presiding  Bishop  Frank  T.  Griswold, 
traveled  to  Honduras  in  April  to  look 
at  the  land  and  review  the  plans.  She 
came  home  enthusiastic.  The  land, 
said  Griswold,  who  had  originally 
traveled  to  Honduras  not  long  after 
the  hurricane  struck,  is  "lovely...  flat 
and  ready  for  development... 
surrounded  by  beautiful  hills."  Her 
delight  in  the  project  focuses  also  on 
a  twist  added  by  the  local  diocese: 
Each  house  will  be  deeded  to  the 
woman  of  the  family  "for  the  benefit 
of  her  children." 

"That  is  a  very  unique  shape  put 
into  this  by  the  Diocese  of 
Honduras,"  says  Griswold.  "The 
thinking  was  that  women  have  little 
access  to  rights.  This  would  give 
them  some  security." 


Reconstruction  is  slow 

Security  is  in  short  supply  in 
Honduras  today.  Five  months  after 
Hurricane  Mitch  devastated  the 
country  with  two  weeks  of  unceasing 
rain,  cleanup  and  reconstruction  are 
making  slow  headway,  according  to 
the  man  hired  to  direct  the  Fund's 
new  building  project. 

"For  the  most  part,"  writes  the 
Rev.  P.  Leonel  Blanco  Monterroso, 
"the  victims  of  the  hurricane  have  not 
been  able  to  reestablish  themselves." 
In  documenting  the  Faith,  Hope  and 
Joy  Project,  Blanco  provides  this 
catalog  of  the  destruction  in 
Honduras: 

•  More  than  9,000  dead 

•  More  than  8,000  disappeared 

•  1 46  bridges  destroyed 

•  40  percent  of  basic  infrastructure 

destroyed 

•  80  percent  of  agricultural  sector 
destroyed 

•  35  percent  of  homes  destroyed. 
Blanco  has  seen  disasters  before. 

Twenty-four  years  ago,  after  a 
devastating  earthquake  in  Guatemala, 
he  gained  his  expertise  building  1,800 
homes.  He's  realistic  about  the 
situation  in  Honduras. 

"Both  the  economy  and  the 
agricultural  sector  were  devastated  as 

^1  "Fund  to  Build  Homes"  con't  on  page  2 


Faith,  Hope 
and  Joy: 
A  Project 
for  Living 

An  architect's 
rendering 

of  the 
proposed 
four-room, 
cinder-block 
homes 
in  the 
Diocese 
of  Honduras 
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The  Presiding  Bishop's 
Fund  for  World  Relief 

8 1 5  Second  Avenue 
New  York,  NY  10017 
800-334-7626  ext.  6139 


Volunteers  Needed  to  Rebuild  Honduras 

Volunteers  are  needed  to  help  build  these  homes.  Volunteers  or  their 
diocese  must  provide  their  own  transportation  and  housing  costs  at  the 
diocesan  camp  in  Honduras.  The  cost  is  $35  per  day.  More  information 
about  this  project  as  well  as  other  Fund  activities  is  available  at  the  Fund 
website:  www.pbfwr.org  or  from  Bets  Borries  Crean,  Chair  of  Hunger, 
Peace  and  Justice,  415  Lee  St.,  Greenville  NC.  Phone:  252/756-0808. 
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The  Episcopal  Church 

IN  THE  ANGLICAN  COMMUNION 


A  global  community 
of  70  million  Anglicans 
in  36  member  churches/ 
provinces. 


ARCHBISHOP  OF  CANTERBURY 

The  Most  Rev.  and  Rt.  Hon.  George  Carey 

Lambeth  Palace,  London,  England  SE1  7JU 
Anglican  Consultative  Council,  14  Great  Peter  Street, 
London,  England  SW1P  3NQ 

Episcopal  Seat:  Canterbury  Cathedral 
IN  THE  UNITED  STATES 


A  community  of  2.5  million 
members  in  1 1 8  dioceses  in 
the  Americas  and  abroad. 
Established  1789. 

PRESIDING  BISHOP 

The  Most  Rev.  Frank  T.  Griswold 


Episcopal  Church  Center,  815  Second  Avenue, 
New  York,  NY  10017,  (212)  867-8400 

Episcopal  Seat:  Washington  National  Cathedral, 
Mount  St.  Alban,  Washington,  D.C.  20016 


IN  THE  DIOCESE 
OF  EAST  CAROLINA 

A  community  of  over  14,137 
communicants  in  70  churches. 
Founded  in  1883. 

BISHOP 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd 


Diocesan  Office,  705  Doctors  Drive,  P.O.  Box  1336, 
Kinston,  NC  28503 

Telephone:  888/622-4778 
Fax:  919/523-5272 
Email:  diocese.ec@coastalnet.com 


VISIT  THE  DIOCESAN  WEBSITE  AT 

http://www4.coastalnet.com/community_orgs/religious_orgs/diocese 
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"Fund  to  Build  Homes"  con't  from  page  1 

torrential  rains  eroded  the  rich  soil.  Already 
struggling,  many  families  were  thrust  deeper  into 
poverty,"  he  wrote.  "A  monthly  package  of  provi- 
sions for  each  family  is  still  handed  out.  Employ- 
ment is  scarce.  Direct  action  must  be  taken." 

Direct  action 

Project  Faith,  Hope  and  Joy  is  the  church's 
direct  action.  It's  been  made  possible  by  an 
overwhelming  response  to  the  pleas  for  help  that 
came  from  Honduras  and  the  rest  of  Central 
America  last  fall. 

"The  PB's  Fund  has  raised  over  $2  million," 
says  Griswold  with  a  bit  of  awe.  She  wants  to  be 
involved  in  using  that  money  wisely  and  for  the 
long  term,  and  she  wants  to  encourage 
others  to  join  her. 

"The  impetus  here  is  to  show  Episcopalians 
what  Episcopalians  can  do.  This  is  the  way  they 
can  actually  make  a  difference,  a  way  to  say,  'We 
are  more  than  issues.  Together  we  can  actually  do 
what  our  baptismal  covenant  calls  us  to  do." 
Griswold  and  Abagail  Nelson,  who  has  just  been 
hired  to  coordinate  the  project  for  the  fund,  are 
hoping  to  encourage  individuals  and  parishes  to 
volunteer  to  help  with  the  construction. 

"It's  a  great  way  for  people  to  feel  like  they  are 
hands-on  responding,"  says  Nelson.  "We  do  need 
able-bodied  people.  We  expect  this  to  last  for  the 
next  three  years.  We  would  like  this  summer 
to  be  a  push."  She  hopes  the  first  volunteers  will 
start  in  June. 

$25  a  month 

"This  project  will  focus  on  the  family  who 
does  not  have  the  resources  or  capacity  to  improve 
their  circumstances  through  their  own  means," 
according  to  Blanco. 

The  pilot  project,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$600,000,  is  to  provide  the  95  homes  with  500 
square  feet  of  living  space  on  lots  of  about  600 
square  feet.  They  will  cost  $3,000,  and  the 
families  will  be  able  to  pay  for  them  at  the  rate  of 
$25  per  month  for  I  0  years,  without  interest.  The 
repaid  money  will  be  used  to  build  additional 
houses  and  provide  capital  for  improvements  to  the 
community  and  economic  development  activities. 
The  families  will  help  to  build  their  own  houses. 
In  addition,  the  plan  calls  for  building  a 
community  center,  a  medical  clinic  and  a  church. 

The  Faith,  Hope  and  Joy  Project  differs  from 
other  building  projects  in  one  more  significant 
way:  The  church  will  be  providing  pastoral 
counseling  throughout  the  building  project. 
Organizers  recognized  that  the  families  are 
rebuilding  more  than  houses.  Lives  and 
community  ties  were  shattered  by  last  November's 
storm.  The  clergy  will  be  joined  by  social  workers 
in  offering  support  to  the  families. 
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Other  Episcopal  groups,  including  the  Diocese 
of  Washington  and  the  South  American 
Missionary  Society,  are  also  building  communities 
in  Honduras.  The  projects,  done  in  partnership 
with  the  Diocese  of  Honduras,  are  expected  to 
produce  a  total  of  500  houses. 

In  addition  to  Griswold,  Nelson  and  Blanco, 
the  planning  group  for  the  Presiding  Bishop's 
Fund  project  includes  Ann  Vest,  former  interim 
director  of  the  fund;  Leo  Frade,  bishop  of 
Honduras,  and  Ricardo  Potter,  associate  director 
of  the  Episcopal  Church's  Office  of  Anglican  and 
Global  Relations. 

"A  new  time" 

To  Phoebe  Griswold,  the  situation  in  Honduras 
demanded  a  new  way  of  responding  for  the  long 
term.  The  $2  million  donated  was  "too  much 
money  to  give  out  in  dribs  and  drabs."  It  was 
enough  that  it  could  allow  the  Presiding  Bishop's 
Fund  "to  look  at  the  rehabilitation  and 
development  piece  of  its  mandate,"  she  said. 

"This  is  a  pilot  program  to  look  for  the 
principles  that  make  for  good  development,"  she 
said.  "I  think  it  is  a  new  time." 

Nelson  shares  that  view.  "From  my 
perspective,"  says  the  young  woman  who  has 
worked  as  economic  consultant  to  government 
agencies  in  South  America,  "good  development  is 
something  that  is  sustainable...  [that]  is  really 
lifting  people  above  their  current  standard  of 
living." 

The  church  has  a  unique  role  to  play  in  that, 
she  feels.  "It's  the  American  dream  that  you  can 
work  hard,  get  a  good  education  and  your  children 
will  be  better  off  than  you  were.  This  is 
something  that  has  not  been  the  case  in  most  of 
the  world...  Economic  development  provides 
[those]  who  want  to  work  hard  the  framework  in 
which  they  can  do  that. 

"There  are  ways  in  which  we  can  address,  so 
simply,  tiny  issues  of  standard  of  living  which  will 
mean  the  world  in  someone's  life,"  said  Nelson. 
"That's  what  we  see  the  fund  moving  toward." 

"How  proud  I  am  of  our  church,"  says 
Griswold.  "We  really  are  there  doing  true  and 
solid  things." 

EDITOR'S  NOTE:  To  learn  more  about  Project 
Faith,  Hope  and  Joy  or  to  volunteer  to  help  build 
the  new  houses,  call  Abagail  Nelson  at  800-334- 
7626,  ext.  6139,  or  e-mail  her  at 
anelson@dfms.org.  Contributions  to  support  the 
project  may  be  sent  to  the  Presiding  Bishop  s 
Fund  for  World  Relief,  P.  0.  Box  J 2043,  Newark, 
NJ  071  01.  Checks  should  be  designated  for 
Honduras  Houses. 

—  Nan  Cobbey  is  features  editor  of  Episcopal  Life,  the  national 
newspaper  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
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A  Conversation  with  Cross  Current's  New  Editor 


Alicia  Alford:  Tell  me  a  little  bit  about  your 
professional  background  and  what  you  have  been 
doing  at  the  Wilmington  Star-News. 
Scott  Nunn:     For  the  past  nine  and  a  half  years  I  have 
worked  at  the  Wilmington  Star-News.  I  started  as  a  copy 
editor,  later  worked  as  a  sports  reporter  and  sports 
editor,  and  for  the  past  four  years  I  have  been  the 
Assistant  News  Editor.  My  job  was  to  supervise  the 
newsroom  at  night  when  my  boss  was  not  working, 
getting  the  newspaper  put  together  and  to  press  on  time. 

Primarily  1  have  been  a  layout  editor:  designing 
pages,  and  choosing  stories  and  photographs  for  our 
national  and  world  news  pages.  I'm  sort  of  a  news  junky 
and  like  to  read  about  national  and  world  news,  in 
addition  to  local  news.  I  have  a  special  interest  in  news 
about  religion  and  how  the  media  cover  religion. 

AA:      How  long  have  you  been  interested  in 
journalism? 

SN:      I  have  been  interested  in  journalism  since 
elementary  school,  really.  I  recall  reading  books  that  had 
young  characters  who  were  reporters  and  I  though  it 
was  neat.  I  was  very  involved  in  my  high  school  news- 
paper and  did  some  college  newspaper  work  as  well. 

I  think  it  goes  back  to  my  father's  interest  in 
world  affairs.  He  watches  the  national  news  religiously 
and  reads  the  newspaper  closely  each  day. 

AA:      I  know  you  are  quite  active  at  Church  of  the 
Good  Shepherd  in  Wilmington.  Tell  me  a  little  about 
your  faith  journey  and  how  that  may  have  affected 
your  interest  in  the  position  of  editor  for  Cross 
Current. 

SN:      I'm  a  cradle  Episcopalian.  I  was  baptized  at 
Good  Shepherd  Wilmington  by  the  Rev.  Ed  Small,  who, 
by  the  way,  served  as  editor  of  the  Cross  Current'?, 
predecessor,  The  Mission  Herald.  I  was  confirmed  by 
Bishop  Wright  in  1978. 

I  was  involved  in  EYC,  attending  diocesan 
youth  events,  but  my  connection  to  the  diocese  and  my 
adult  faith  journey  began,  as  I  think  it  did  for  many 
people,  at  Camp  Leach.  I  was  a  Camp  Counselor  there 
for  two  years,  in  the  summer  of  1 983  and  the  summer  of 
1984,  the  last  summer  Camp  Leach  was  open.  For  the 
First  time  I  was  around  people  —  notably  other 
counselors  and  the  visiting  clergy  —  who  were  having 
serious  discussions  about  their  spiritual  lives. 

My  fondest  memory  of  camp  is  the 
worship —  at  that  wonderful  outdoor  chapel  at  Camp 
Leach,  overlooking  the  Pamlico,  and  on  the  ocean  deck 
at  Trinity  that  first  year  before  the  outdoor  chapel  was 
ever  built.  For  the  first  time  I  think,  I  realized  that  the 
church  was  not  the  building,  but  rather  the  people 
gathered —  anywhere  — 
to  worship  God. 

My  camp  experience  led  to  more  church 
involvement  and  I  have  served  as  a  convention  delegate 
the  past  six  years.  I  also  have  served  as  senior  and  junior 
warden  at  Good  Shepherd. 

I  like  being  a  journalist  and  I  love  the  church.  I 
love  the  church  not  just  in  a  spiritual  way  but  I  also  love 
the  church  as  an  institution.  I  love  the  way  it  acts 
(usually);  the  way  it  will  challenge  what  is  acceptable  in 
secular  culture;  I  love  the  church's  history,  but  perhaps 
most  of  all  I  love  that  unique  type  of  loving,  all-are- 
welcome  community  that  the  church  creates.  It  is  a 
much  needed  respite  for  weary  journey ers  in  an  often 
unloving  world. 

It  occurred  to  me  a  few  years  ago  that  I  could, 
perhaps,  one  day  use  my  skills  as  a  journalist  to  be  a 
promoter  of  the  church.  Now  is  my  chance.  I  believe  we 
live  in  a  broken  world  that  desperately  needs  the  Good 
News  of  the  grace,  mercy,  love  and  adoption  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  That  Good  News  has  saved  my  life  and 
I  want  to  devote  my  life  to  sharing  this  Good  News 
with  others. 


AA:      What  is  your  vision  for  Cross  Current  going 
forward? 

SN:      My  vision  for  Cross  Current  goes  back  to  what 
Bishop  Daniel  sees  as  the  vision  of  the  diocese:  a  people 
in  communion. 

My  goal  will  be  to  use  Cross  Current  as  a  tool  to 
bring  the  people  of  this  wonderfully  diverse  and  far- 
flung  place  we  call  East  Carolina  together.  I  want  to  let 
people  in  Wilmington  know  what  people  in  Edenton  are 
doing  and  vice  versa. 

I  want  to  tell  the  wonderful  stories  of  the  work 
that  churches  are  doing  in  the  area  of  outreach.  I  think 
outreach  continues  to  be  the  focus  of  our  diocese  and  I 
want  to  share  that  good  news  with  all  the  people  of  the 
diocese. 

As  Bishop  Daniel  challenges  us  to  double  the 
size  of  the  diocese  by  2005, 1  think  one  of  the  most 
important  things  we  can  do  is  simply  tell  the  story 
of  the  wonderful  work  our  churches,  diocese  and 
institutions  do. 

AA:      Will  you  pick  up  doing  things  basically  the 
same  or  do  you  have  plans  for  any  immediate 
changes? 

SN:      One  immediate  change  will  be  the  look  of  the 
newspaper.  Since  I  have  ten  years  of  experience  in  news 
paper  design,  I  hope  to  take  advantage  of  the  desktop 
publishing  technology  available  to  give  the  paper  a  new 
look. 

I  hope  to  create  an  opinion  page  that  can  carry 
columns  and  letters  to  the  editor  from  people  in  the 
diocese,  and  perhaps  editorials,  offering  opinions  on 
current  topics.  I  will  also  try  to  have  categories  of  news, 
such  as  Cursillo  news,  a  youth  page,  outreach,  parish 
news  briefs,  etc.  I  hope  to  have  a  music  article  each 
month  and  also  articles  about  liturgy. 

I  think  their  are  many  talented  people  in  the 
diocese  and  I  will  call  on  them  to  share  their  knowledge 
with  us  all.  But  all  of  this  will  take  time.  I  will  spend  the 
remainder  of  this  year  trying  to  find  out  what  the  Cross 
Current  readers  want.  It  is  their  newspaper.  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  conduct  a  reader  survey. 

AA:      Share  some  of  your  ideas  for  overall 
communications  within  the  diocese. 

SN:  I  hope  to  be  able  to  use  tools  beyond  Cross 
Current  to  create  communion  with  the  diocese.  The 


Internet  is  changing  the  way  we  communicate  and  is  a 
great  tool  to  bridge  the  distance  gap  we  have  in  East 
Carolina. 

I  hope  to  expand  the  diocesan  web  page  and 
perhaps  be  able  to  help  churches  establish  web  pages.  I 
am  also  interested  in  helping  our  churches,  committees 
and  institutions  with  their  newspaper  needs,  whether  it 
be  helping  develop  a  better  newsletter,  or  planning 
advertisements  or  doing  computer  consulting.  I  am 
aware  though  that  many  of  our  churches  and  institutions 
are  already  doing  a  great  job  with  all  of  this.  We  have 
some  great  newsletters  and  more  and  more  churches  are 
developing  web  sites. 

AA:      Will  you  be  working  out  of  Wilmington  or 
Kinston  or  both? 

SN:      I  will  be  working  primarily  out  of  my  home  in 
Wilmington  but  will  be  in  Kinston  some,  as  well.  As 
time  permits  I  hope  to  travel  across  the  diocese.  My  goal 
is  going  to  be  to  visit  every  church  in  the  diocese! 

AA:      When  you  served  as  editor  during  the  past 
diocesan  convention,  you  mentioned  that  it  was 
different  seeing  the  workings  of  the  diocese  and  the 
church-at-large  from  a  diocesan  perspective  rather 
than  from  the  perspective  of  a  local  church.  In  light 
of  that,  why  do  you  think  Cross  Current  plays  an 
important  role  in  the  diocese? 

SN:      I  think  Cross  Current  is  critical  as  an  education 
tool.  We  have  many  people  in  our  churches  who  are  new 
to  their  church  and  area  and  know  very  little  about  our 
diocese  and  the  role  of  the  bishop  and  staff  and 
convention  and  governance. 

AA:      Is  there  anything  else  you  would  like  to  add? 

SN:      I  hope  that  anyone  who  has  any  questions  or 
suggestions  about  Cross  Current  will  write  me,  send  me 
an  e-mail  or  give  me  a  call.  I'm  quite  excited  about 
getting  out  and  meeting  the  people  of  the  diocese, 
putting  faces  to  names,  and  seeing  these  beautiful  church 
buildings  that  dot  the  landscape  of  East  Carolina. 

Bishop  Daniel  says  he  like  to  refer  to  the 
Diocese  as  "our  diocese,"  not  the  diocese.  My  goal  will 
be  to  help  the  people  of  East  Carolina  be  in  communion 
with  each  other  so  that  saying  "our  diocese"  comes 
naturally. 


As  Bishops  Seem  to  Do  . . . 

A  Note  from  the  Editor 


Seven  years  ago,  Bishop  Sidney  Sanders  offered 
me  a  job  for  which  I  had  no  qualifications  or 
experience.  As  bishops  seem  to  do,  he  knew 
something  I  didn't. 

What  he  knew  was  that  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina  is  full  of  wonderful,  supportive  people  with 
incredible  stories  to  share  of  Christ's  love  and 
ministry.  He  knew  that  all  I  had  to  do  was  serve  as 
the  conduit  to  help  tell  the  stories.  He  knew  that  you, 
the  people  of  East  Carolina,  would  make  it  easy  for 
me  and  you  have. 

Serving  as  editor  of  Cross  Current,  has  been  one 
of  the  greatest  gifts  I  have  ever  been  given.  It  has 
given  me  the  opportunity  for  tremendous 
professional,  personal  and  spiritual  growth.  It  has 
given  me  a  ministry. 

I've  likened  the  job  to  being  God's  fax  machine. 
God,  through  the  people  of  East  Carolina,  has 
provided  the  stories.  I  have  simply  processed  them. 
That's  not  to  say  there  haven't  been  "jams"  or  I 
haven't  "run  out  of  paper,"  but  even  when  I've 
panicked  over  the  lack  of  stories  for  an  up-coming 
issue,  miraculously  stories  have  arrived  in  my  mail 
box,  the  telephone  rings  or  an  e-mail  arrives. 


I  have  a  folder  full  of  stories  stashed  away  in  case  I 
ever  came  up  short —  it  didn't  happen.  I  also  have  a  list 
of  stories  that  1  never  got  to —  the  holiday  Adventurers 
camp  at  Trinity  Center,  the  Hope  Clinic  started  by  St. 
Thomas  in  Oriental,  the  hand-made  needlepoint 
hangings  at  St.  Andew's  in  Creswell,  the 
Hatteras/Buxton  mission  started  by  St.  Andrew's  on 
Nags  Head. 

So  having  decided  that  it  is  time  to  move  on,  I  thank 
you  and  Bishop  Daniel  for  the  opportunity  I  have  had  to 
serve  God  and  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina.  I  also  thank 
Bonnie  Cooke  and  Bets  Crean  for  their  sharp  eyes  and 
help  with  proof  reading;  Katerina  Whitley  for  her 
encouragement  and  advice;  my  husband  Mike  for  his 
support  and  patience  especially  around  deadlines;  my 
parents  Carl  and  Alicia  Ragsdale  for  hours  of  free 
babysitting;  and  my  children  who  have  produced 
numerous  Cross  Currents  and  attended  many  meetings 
in  their  make  believe  world. 

Lastly,  I  welcome  Scott  Nunn  as  editor.  He  is  about 
to  embark  on  an  amazing  journey. 

Alicia 
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Episcopal  Church  Agencies  Extend  Helping  Hands  to  Kosovo  Refugees 

by  Kathryn  McCormick 


(ENS)  "Mirsevini  ne  A.merike"  —  "Welcome  to 
America" —  the  big  sign  read  as  nearly  450  weary, 
traumatized:  Kosovo  refugees  arrived  in  New  Jersey 
May  5  at  the  latest  stop  on  the  forced  flight  from 
their  homes.  Among  the  large  contingent  greeting 
them  was  Frances  Tinsley  of  the  Episcopal  Migration 
Ministries  (EMM)  staff,  who  was  on  hand  to  assist  in 
processing  the  refugees. 

EMM  is  one  of  10  agencies  designated  by  the 
U.S.  State  Department  to  resettle  refugees  in  the 
United  States,  so  it  was  not  unusual  that  she  was  part 
of  a  group  at  the  Ft.  Dix  arrival  site.  Tinsley,  EMM's 
placement  and  processing  manager,  regularly 
consults  with  the  State  Department  to  help  place 
refugees  from  many  different  countries. 

A  chance  to  heal 

"At  this  point,  we  can't  predict  exactly  how  the 
process  will  go  because  it  is  a  bit  different  from  what 
normally  happens,"  said  EMM  Director  Richard 
Parkins.  Most  refugees  who  come  to  the  U.S.  have 
been  living  in  camps  or  temporary  homes  for  as 
much  as  a  year.  During  that  time  they  have  had  a 
chance  to  heal  a  bit  from  the  trauma  of  being  forced 
from  their  homes.  They  have  also  had  time  to 
perhaps  learn  some  skills  that  could  be  useful  in  a 
new  job  or  learn  how  to  speak  basic  English.  They 
also  have  been  through  medical  and  security  checks 
and  been  interviewed  by  the  U.S.  Immigration  and 
Naturalization  Service.  In  the  case  of  the  refugees 
from  Kosovo,  Parkins  explained  that  few  of  them 
have  been  touched  by  the  process. 

"We  are  concerned  about  their  mental  well-being 
because  they've  come  fairly  quickly  from  trauma," 
he  said.  "These  people  will  still  be  feeling  the 
impact." 

The  refugee  agencies,  long  accustomed  to 
working  together,  have  discussed  having  counseling 
available  for  the  refugee  families,  not  only  at  Ft.  Dix, 
but  where  they  settle  as  well.  Parkins  estimated  that 
refugees  would  be  at  Ft.  Dix  for  up  to  three  weeks 
while  paperwork  and  clearances  are  completed.  Then 
they  will  be  able  to  join  their  sponsors. 

EMM  has  worked  hard  with  its  38  diocesan 
affiliates  (East  Carolina's  Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry 
is  one)  to  locate  sponsors  for  Kosovar  families. 
Parkins  said.  The  United  States  has  agreed  to  accept 
a  total  of  20,000  Kosovars. 

Typically  they  have  large  families  and  "we  want 
to  be  culturally  sensitive"  in  settling  them,  he  added. 

"We  would  expect  to  cluster  these  refugees  in 
areas  where  there  is  already  an  Albanian  community 
or  where  other  agencies  are  also  resettling  Kosovo 
refugees  so  that  an  ethnic  base  for  the  refugees  can 
be  established,"  he  said.  He  noted  that  is  important 
for  persons  seeking  sponsors  of  Kosovo  refugees  to 
understand. 

Cultural  support 

While  the  response  to  the  Kosovars'  situation  has 
been  "wonderful,"  he  said  EMM  has  tried  to  make 
sure  that  the  refugees  are  settled  where  they  will  have 
cultural  support  as  well  as  services  such  as  Albanian- 
speaking  counselors. 


Using  any  means  of  transportation  available,  hundreds 
of  thousands  fee  the  war  in  Kosovo  for  relative  safety 
in  Albania.  (Episcopal  News  Serxnce  photo  by  Peter 
Williams/WCC) 


In  some  cases,  he  said,  callers  have  been 
referred  to  other  agencies  that  might  be  resettling 
refugees  at  or  near  the  callers'  locations.  EMM  has 
been  trying  particularly  to  connect  parishes  with 
local  EMM  affiliates  or  with  resettlement  agencies 
working  nearby. 

"We  have,  of  course,  encouraged  all  callers  to 
contribute  to  the  Presiding  Bishop's  Fund  for 
World  Relief,  which  is  also  supporting  this 
resettlement  effort,"  he  said. 

The  Presiding  Bishop's  Fund  for  World  Relief 
has  sent  $20,000  in  relief  funds  to  help  the 
refugees,  said  Sandra  Swan,  executive  director  of 
the  fund.  Since  the  Episcopal  Church  has  no 
official  presence  in  the  area  around  Kosovo,  the 
Fund  is  working  through  an  umbrella  organization 
called  Action  by  Churches  Together  (ACT). 

Swan  noted  that,  while  most  of  the  Kosovars 
are  Muslims,  that  should  not  deter  Episcopalians 
from  helping  them  to  "regain  their  balance"  after 
suffering  terrible  emotional  and  spiritual  trauma. 

Editor  s  Note:  Contributions  may  be  sent  to  the 
Presiding  Bishop  s  Fund  for  Relief  P.O.  Box 
12043,  Newark,  NJ  07101.  Designate  checks  for 
Kosovo.  Credit  card  donations  may  be  made  by 
calling  (800)  334-7626,  ext.  6025. 

—  Kathryn  McCormick  is  associate  director  of  the  Office  of  News 
and  Information  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 


Update  on  Kosovar 
Resettlements  in  East  Carolina 

NEW  BERN —  Because  the  U.S.  State 
Department  is  seeking  to  cluster  Kosovar 
refugees  resettling  in  the  United  States,  the 
criteria  used  by  the  Episcopal  Migration  Ministry 
(EMM)  and  its  affiliates  for  finding  sponsorships 
is  slightly  different  than  for  resettling  other  ethnic 
groups.  In  order  to  move  several  Kosovar 
families  into  an  area,  multiple  sponsors  are 
needed,  as  well  as  a  translator  and  access  to  a 
large  housing  area. 

Judy  Castranova,  coordinator  for  East 
Carolina's  Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry,  an  EMM 
affiliate,  has  been  responding  to  inquiries  from 
many  churches  seeking  to  help  resettle  Kosovar 
Albanians  in  eastern  North  Carolina.  She  is 
working  closely  with  Pat  Gallagher  from  the 
River  of  Life  Church  in  Jacksonville,  as  well  as, 
Chaplain  Joseph  Capper  at  Camp  Lejeune.  Both 
learned  of  the  Interfaith  Ministry  from  a  Daily 
News  press  release  re-printed  from  last  month's 
Cross  Current  article  on  the  refugee  situation. 
[Anyone  in  the  Jacksonville  area  who  is 
interested  in  helping  with  the  sponsorship  can  call 
Pat  Gallagher  at  910/938-2919.] 

Ms.  Castranova  is  also  working  with  a  group 
in  New  Bern  hoping  to  bring  some  Kosovars 
there. 

Anyone  interested  in  obtaining  a  copy  of  the 
press  release  to  forward  to  your  local  paper  or  in 
working  with  other  churches  or  organizations  in  a 
cluster  sponsorship,  can  contact  Judy  Castranova 
at  252/633-9009. 


Refugee  Ministry  Widens 
Sponsorship  Opportunities 


An  individual's  or  a  church's 
involvement  can  be  tailored  to  fit 
its  lifestyle  or  size. 

Churches  that  feel  they  cannot 
commit  to  a  full  sponsorship  can 
still  have  a  part  in  this  vital 
ministry  by  collecting  a  basic- 
needs  pack  for  a  resettling  family. 

Remembering  that  Mary,  Joseph 
and  baby  Jesus  were  refugees  in 
Egypt,  these  first-month  survival 
kits  are  called  a  "Mary  and  Joseph 
Pack."  The  two  packs  needed  are: 


by  Judy  Castranova 


With  thousands  of  refugees 
continuing  to  pour  out  of  Kosovo 
into  tented  camps,  the  plight  of 
refugees  has  never  been  more  on 
the  minds  of  men  and  women  in 
East  Carolina.  Fortunately,  just. as 
our  awareness  of  the  problem  is 
increasing,  the  Interfaith  Refugee 
Ministry  has  increased  the 
opportunities  for  sponsoring 
refugee  families  resettling  in  East 
Carolina. 

In  a  new  brochure,  the  Interfaith 
Refugee  Ministry  outlines  the 
sponsorship  choices  available. 


BASIC  KITCHEN  PACK: 


1  set  of  dishes  for  four 
1  set  of  cooking  bowls 
1  set  of  pots  and  pans 
4  drinking  glasses 
1  box  of  cleanser 
1  dust  pan  and  brush 
1  broom  and  mop 
cutting  knives 


PERSONAL  SUPPLY  PACK: 


1  set  of  sheets/pillow  cases  for  double  bed      8  rolls  toilet  tissue 


1  can  opener 

salt  and  pepper  shakers 

scouring  pads 

sponges 

dishcloths  w/detergent 
laundry  detergent 
cutlery  for  four 
cooking  utensils 


1  double  blanket 

2  sets  sheets/pillow  cases  for  single  beds 
2  twin  blankets 

4  bath  towels 
4  washcloths 
4  pillows 
paper  towels 
8  bars  bath  soap 


4  boxes  facial  tissue 
4  toothbrushes 
2  bottles  shampoo 
2  tubes  toothpaste 
1 5  disposable  razors 
2  deodorants 
2  bottles  of  hand  lotion 
cleaning  rags 


Donations  may  be  collected  in  boxes  and  delivered  to  local  Interfaith 
Refugee  Ministry  board  members  or  staff.  While  linens,  blankets,  dishes, 
cutlery  and  pots  and  pans  may  be  used  items,  all  liquids,  powders, 
toothpaste,  toothbrushes,  deodorants,  etc.  should  be  new  and  unopened. 

For  a  list  of  board  members  in  your  town,  please  call  or  e-mail  Judy 
Castranova. 


United  Thank  Offering  Grants 
Albemarle  Manna  $10,000 


ELIZABETH  CITY  —  The  1999 
United  Thank  Offering  (UTO)  grant 
awards  included  a  $10,000  grant  to 
the  Albemarle  Manna  Food  Bank  in 
Elizabeth  City.  According  to  the 
grant  application,  the  grant  will  be 
used  for  an  outreach  program  "to 
recruit  and  assist  member  agencies  in 
building  their  capacity  to  better  serve 
their  clients."  Specifically,  with  the 
grant  Albemarle  Manna  will  have  the 
funds  to  "assist  with  the  strengthen- 
ing and/or  expanding  of  existing 
programs  and  developing  new  ones 
to  address  identified  needs  in  the 
community;  assist  in  assessing  those 
needs  of  the  local  communities  as 
they  pertain  to  hunger;  facilitate  the 
formation  of  local  hunger  task  forces 
to  encourage  networking, 
collaborating  and  organizing;  and  to 
provide  technical  assistance,  training 
and/or  resources  to  support  the 
accomplishment  of  these  objectives." 

A  sixteen-year-old  operation, 
Albemarle  Manna  is  the  largest  anti- 
hunger  feeding  organization  in 
eastern  and  northeastern  North 
Carolina.  It  is  a  member  of  the 
Second  Harvest  and  the  NC 
Association  of  Second  Harvest  Food 
Bank  Service  Providers  Interagency 
Network  (SPIN),  a  state-wide  hunger 
relief  agency  outreach  program. 

Albemarle  Manna  services  one  of 
the  poorest  populations  of  the  United 
States.  Twelve  of  the  1 5  counties  it 
reaches  are  classified  as  "distressed" 
by  the  NC  Department  of  Commerce. 
The  average  percentage  of  persons 
living  in  poverty  is  1 7.  compared 
with  a  state  average  of  12.5  percent. 
Nine  counties  have  more  than  20 
percent  of  their  population  living  in 
impoverished  conditions,  with  some 
counties  struggling  to  assist  37 
percent  of  their  children  living  in 
poverty. 

Albemarle  Manna's  partner 
agencies  act  as  a  safety  net  in  the 
fight  against  hunger.  In  a  survey 
conducted  in  the  fall  of  1998,  79 
percent  of  Albemarle  Manna's 
partner  agencies  felt  that  they  were 
not  meeting  their  community's  needs. 

A  recent  client  survey  showed 
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A  SECOND  HARVEST  FOOD  BANK 

that  two-thirds  of  the  clients  are 
women.  A  staggering  81  percent  of 
the  households  served  have  children 
and  three-quarters  (76%)  of  the 
families  seeking  assistance  are 
single-parent  households.  According 
to  the  Second  Harvest  national 
hunger  study,  Hunger  1997:  The 
Faces  and  Facts,  the  nation-wide 
average  is  38  percent  of  households 
served  have  children  and  one  half 
(54%)  are  single-parent  households. 
The  local  unemployment  rate  is  82% 
compared  to  64%  nationally. 

Perhaps  the  most  troubling 
statistic  is  that  of  choice.  An 
overwhelming  63%  of  clients  have 
had  to  make  a  choice  between  buying 
food  and  paying  for  housing  or 
medicine,  as  compared  to  35  % 
nationwide.  More  bad  news  is  that 
56%  of  the  local  population  has 
missed  meals  in  the  last  year. 
That  is  twice  the  number  of  clients 
nationwide. 

Albemarle  Manna  and  its  partner 
agencies  have  seen  an  increasing 
demand  for  services.  Welfare 
reform,  with  its  devolution  of 
responsibility  to  the  states,  will 
continue  to  result  in  ever  widening 
gaps  between  families'  needs  and 
government  assistance.  The  non- 
profit and  religious  communities  are 
being  encouraged  to  fill  these  gaps 
but  the  task  is  daunting. 

Since  Albemarle  Manna  cannot 
keep  up  with  the  demand,  it  is 
seeking  to  assist  its  partner  agencies 
in  maximizing  the  effectiveness  and 
efficiency  of  their  service  delivery. 
The  UTO's  funding  of  the  Outreach 
Program  will  help  Albemarle  Manna 
to  assist  agencies  in  identifying  and 
meeting  existing  needs  and  preparing 
for  changes  ahead. 


Baptismal  Font  Travels  From  Coast  to  Colorado 


by  Alicia  Alford 


"You  never  know  where  it  will  end  up  if  it's  in 
Cross  Current"  said  Frank  Wakefield.  Just  a  few 
months  ago,  Mr.  Wakefield,  a  member  of  Holy 
Trinity  in  Hampstead,  called  asking  to  run  an 
advertisement  in  Cross  Current.  The  ad  in  the 
April  paper  offered  to  give  away  a  baptismal  font. 

The  eleven-year-old  oak  font  had  been  hand- 
made by  Holy  Trinity  charter  member  Dick  Jones 
when  the  new  congregation  was  meeting  at  the 
community  building  on  Highway  1 7.  When  Holy 
Trinity  moved  into  its  new  church  building  with  a 
white  interior,  the  dark  font  simply  didn't  match 
the  decor. 

After  several  failed  attempts  to  give  the  font 
away,  Wakefield  tried  Cross  Current.  The  simple 
ad,  and  eventually  the  font,  made  its  way  via  a 
reader  in  Florida  to  St.  Peter's  Mission  in  Basalt, 
Colorado. 

St.  Peter's,  a  ten-year-old  mission  of  Christ 
Church  in  Aspen,  has  about  25  families  with  about 
20  to  30  children  ranging  in  age  from  8  to 


nineteen.  Iris  Caldwell,  a  former  member  of  St. 
Paul's  in  Greenville,  knew  the  mission,  where  her 
daughter  is  a  member,  was  looking  for  a  baptismal 
font.  When  Mrs.  Caldwell  packed  her  bags  to 
attend  the  Easter  baptism  of  her  granddaughter 
Ella,  she  included  the  ad. 

Larry  and  Phoebe  Gruel,  Ella's  parents, 
decided  to  give  the  font  as  a  gift  to  St.  Peter's  in 
thanksgiving  for  Ella.  Figuring  out  how  to 
transport  the  font  across  country  was  the  biggest 
challenge  recalls  Wakefield.  Finally,  he  and 
Phoebe  contacted  a  Wilmington  Mail  Boxes,  Etc. 
which  agreed  to  package  and  ship  the  font. 

Now  in  place  of  the  table  and  silver  bowl  used 
at  Ella's  baptism  is  the  lovely  oak  font  that 
traveled  across  country  to  its  new  home. 

"God  works  in  miraculous  ways,"  said  Pheobe. 

Pheobe  and  Larry's  daughter  Ella  was  the  first 
child  baptized  at  St.  Peter's  in  five  years  and  the 
last  one  baptized  from  a  silver  bowl. 


Doug  Lukowski,  manager  of  Mail  Boxes,  Etc.  in 
Wilmington,  packages  baptismal  font  for  shipping. 


Fondo  de  Ayuda  Mundial  del  Obispo  Presidente 
Edifica  Casas  en  Honduras 


Por  Nancy  Cobbey,  traducido  por  Dot  Hodder 

Noventa  y  cinco  familias  hondurenas  que 
quedaron  sin  casa  el  ano  pasado  a  causa  del 
Huracan  Mitch  pronto  tendran  casas  nuevas.  Ellos 
mismos  ayudaran  construir  una  comunidad  nueva 
cerca  de  San  Pedro  Sula.  Les  ayudara  el  Proyecto 
Fe,  Esperanza,  y  Alegria,  un  trabajo  episcopaliana 
que  propone  edificar  quinientas  casas  nuevas  en 
Honduras. 

Sra.  Phoebe  Griswold,  esposa  del  Obispo 
Presidente  Frank  T.  Griswold,  viajo  a  Honduras  en 
abril  para  ver  que  todo  esta  listo  para  empezar. 
Regreso  entusiamada.  Se  alegra  de  que  el  diocesis 
de  Honduras  ha  dicho  que  las  casas  seran  la 
propiedad  de  las  mujeres  de  las  familias,  como 
bencficio  para  sus  hijos.  Eso  dara  algo  de 
seguridad  economica  a  mujeres  pocas 
acostumbradas  a  disfrutar  de  tales  derechos. 

El  Reverendo  P.  Leonel  Blanco  Monterroso, 
director  del  proyecto,  informe  sobre  las 
condiciones  en  Honduras  despues  de  Mitch. 
Algunos  9,000  personas  perecieron,  algunos  otros 
8,000  desaparecieron,  146  puentes  fueron 
destruidos,  40%  del  infraestrucrura  basica  fue 
destruida,  80%  de  la  agricultura  fue  destruida,  35% 
de  hogares  fueron  destruidos.  Cince  meses  despues 
del  huracan,  la  mayor  parte  de  las  victimas  todavia 
no  han  podido  restablecerse.  El  pais  sigue 
necesitando  ayuda  directa. 

La  Iglesia  Episcopaliana  Norteamericana 


ayudara  directamente  mediante  el  Proyecto  Fe, 
Esperanza,  y  Alegria.  Miembros  han  dado  mas  de 
dos  milliones  de  dolares  al  fondo  para  ayudar  a 
centroamerica,  mas  que  para  ninguna  otra  obra, 
dice  Sra.  Griswold.  "Queremos  mostrar  lo  que 
podemos  hacer,  y  cumplir  con  lo  que  nuestro 
bautismo  nos  llama  a  hacer." 

Sra.  Griswold  y  Abagail  Nelson,  quien  va  a 
coordinar  el  proyecto,  esperan  que  miembros  de 
nuestras  iglesias  puedan  ayudar  con  el  trabajo. 
Sra.  Nelson  dice  que  el  trabajo  empezara  en  junio 
y  seguira  para  tres  anos. 

Las  casas  del  proyecto  cuestaran  $3,000,  y  las 
familias  pagaran  $25  cada  mes  para  diez 
anos.  El  dinero  que  pagan  se  usara  para  edificar 
mas  casas.  Cada  familia  ayudara 
edificar  su  propia  casa.  El  proyecto  tambien 
edificara  una  iglesia,  una  clinica,  y  un 
centro  social.  Durante  el  proyecto,  clerigos  y 
obreros  sociales  ofreceran  consejo 
pastoral  a  las  familias,  reconociendo  que  estan 
restableciendo  sus  vidas  enteras. 

Otros  grupos  episcopalianas,  incluso  el 
diocesis  de  Washington  y  la  Sociedad  Misionera 
de  America  del  Sur,  tambien  estan  edificando 
comunidades  en  asociacion  con  el  diocesis 
de  Honduras.  En  total,  esperan  edificar 
quinientas  casas. 


Czechs  Install 
Eastern  Europe's 
First  Woman  Bishop 

(ENI)  Jana  Silerova  was  installed  as  Bishop 
of  Olomouc,  in  the  Czech  Republic,  by  the 
Czechoslovak  Hussite  Church  on  April  1 7. 

Silerova  is  Eastern  Europe's  first  woman 
bishop.  According  to  a  report,  she  described  her 
appointment  as  a  victory  for  ecumenical 
awareness  in  post-communist  countries. 

"This  step  had  to  be  taken,  since  women 
already  make  up  almost  half  our  church's  clergy," 
she  said.  "However,  it  has  also  needed  its  own 
time,  as  well  as  more  forthcoming  ecumenical 
attitudes  and  a  greater  spirit 
of  unity." 

According  to  the  report,  Silerova  was  elected 
by  90  votes  to  60  for  a  seven-year  term  as  bishop 
in  the  Hussite  Church,  which  has  ordained 
women  as  pastors  since  the  late  1940s. 

But  the  report  stated  that  she  has  distanced 
herself  from  feminism  and  declared  that 
she  will  be  guided  by  the  "femaleness" 
of  Christ's  mother. 

"Right  now,  I  am  not  asking  for  power;  but 
for  help.  My  model  is  a  Marian  femaleness,  and  I 
am  not  interested  in  feminism,  whether 
theological  or  secular,"  said  Silerova.  "St.  Paul 
says  that  in  Christ  there  is  neither  woman  nor 
man,  Jew  nor  Greek  [Galatians  3  :2728].  When  I 
stand  before  God,  I  will  be  as  1  am,  a  woman  with 
my  faith." 
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Eight  Hours  Ahead  and  a  Trillion  Dollars  Behind 


by  Elizabeth  Kaeton 


EDITOR 'S  NOTE:  This  article  is  reprinted  with 
permission  from  The  VOICE,  the  newspaper  of 
the  Diocese  of  Newark. 

She  is,  at  first,  disconcerting.  Even  at  six- 
thirty  in  the  morning,  her  dark  eyes  are  alert  and 
clear,  greeting  her  audience  with  genuine  warmth 
and  hospitality  Diminutive  in  stature,  her 
message  is  carried  with  a  gentle  dignity,  in 
clearly  articulated  words,  occasionally 
punctuated  by  a  dazzling  smile.  Pauline  Muchina 
has  just  returned  from  her  Kenyan  homeland, 
"eight  hours  ahead"  in  time  zones,  where  she  has 
been  speaking  for  the  past  month  primarily  in  her 
native  Kiswahili.  She  asks  our  patience  as  she 
adjusts  to  being  in  the  United  States.  It  is  the  last 
favor  she  needs  to  ask,  as  she  immediately 
captures  our  attention  and  respect. 

Muchina  has  come  to  the  Diocese  of 
Newark's  Annual  Convention  Breakfast, 
sponsored  by  the  Diocesan  Women's 
Commission  (and  sold  out  in  advance  for  the 
fourth  consecutive  year),  to  help  us  understand 
why  International  Debt  is  a  subject  we  should 
study  and  to  which  we  should  respond.  She  has 
come  as  a  woman  of  the  so-called  third  world 
and  from  a  "developing  nation"  to  speak  to  her 
American  sisters  about  the  effect  international 
debt  has  on  her  continent  and  its  major 
contribution  "to  the  instability  of  African 
society."  She  wants  us  to  know,  in  this  age  of  the 
global  village,  that  we,  too,  are  impoverished  by 
this  crisis.  She  wants  to  give  us  some  of  the 
history  of  how  the  International  Debt  has  become 
known  as  "Satan  among  the  people"  in  Africa, 
how  it  is  being  carried  on  the  backs  of  women 
and  children,  and  to  give  us  some  ideas  about 
what  we  can  do  to  help. 

Leading  us  carefully  back  in  time,  Muchina 
takes  us  to  1 944  and  the  efforts  aimed  at 
European  reconstruction  after  World  War  II  with 
the  establishment  of  the  International  Monetary 
Fund  and  the  World  Bank.  These  two  entities 
were  created  to  lend  money  to  countries 
recovering  from  war's  devastation.  It  is  important 
to  remember,  she  says,  that  most  East  African 
countries  were  still  colonies  of  Great  Britain  at 
that  time. 

During  the  1970s,  oil-producing  countries 
enjoyed  huge  profits  and  the  banking  institutions 
had  great  amounts  of  money  to  lend.  They  did  so 
with  abandon,  especially  to  newly  independent 
African  nations.  Unfortunately  most  of  the  loan 


money  was  not  spent  on  reconstruction  or  on 
service  projects,  but  on  military  build  up.  Some 
money  also  went  to  support  "puppet"  regimes, 
thus  benefiting  corrupt  African  leaders  and  the 
countries  granting  the  loans  who  were  happy  to 
extend  credit.  When  the  oil  crisis  of  1979  sent 
inflation  sky-high,  countries  like  the  U.S. 
increased  the  interest  rates  on  its  loans  to  recoup 
losses  due  to  the  now  decreased  value  of  the 
loans.  What  this  has  meant,  said  Muchina,  is  that 
most  countries  have  repaid  the  original  loan 
three  times.  And  still,  the  inflated  interest  rate 
causes  the  size  of  African  debt  to  soar.  It 
currently  hovers  over  the  continent  of  Africa 
like  a  storm  cloud,  obstructing  any  possibility  of 
a  view  of  a  brighter  future. 

This  loan  restructuring  has  meant  that  the 
development  of  African  government  programs  to 
help  Africans  has  been  severely  handicapped. 
Muchina  estimates  that  sixty  percent  of 
government  revenues  in  Kenya,  for  example,  are 
used  to  pay  off  their  debt.  This  means  that 
government  programs  are  severely  underfunded 
and,  at  worst,  eliminated.  Typically,  says 
Muchina,  the  first  programs  to  be  cut  are  in 
education,  followed  by  health  care.  Muchina 
described  how  multinational  corporations  have 
stepped  into  these  damaged  local  economies. 
Citing  an  example  from  the  Caribbean,  Muchina 
described  how  Disney  Corporation  pays  Haitian 
women  twenty-eight  cents  an  hour  to  make 
Pocahontas  pajamas'  selling  them  for  $11  in 
shops  in  New  York  City. 

Presently  there  is  a  famine  in  North  Kenya 
because  of  the  drought.  In  Nairobi,  Kenya's 
capital,  it  is  estimated  that  40,000  children  live 
on  the  streets.  Many  are  orphaned  by  fathers 
who  have  left  their  villages  to  find  work  and 
mothers  who,  placing  the  needs  of  their  children 
first,  have  died  of  starvation  or  disease. 
Such  horror  stories  are  common  in  most 
African  cities. 

To  respond  to  this  crisis,  Muchina  outlined 
seven  points  of  action  for  our  consideration. 

1 .  Support  the  Jubilee  2000,  the  movement  for 
the  Cancellation  of  International  Debt  in  the 
Jubilee  Year.  (Martha  Gardner,  whose  phone 
number  is  given  below  is  a  U.  S.  Episcopal 
Church  contact 

on  this  issue.) 

2.  Call  for  accountability  in  Third  World  nations. 
Some  corrupt  governments,  Muchina  notes 


sadly,  still  benefit  from  inappropriate  uses 
of  IMF  or  World  Bank  loan  funds. 

3.  Call  on  corrupt  leaders  to  take  money  out  of 
illegal  Swiss  accounts  and  set  up  systems  to 
monitor  the  use  of  the  money  for  government 
purposes. 

4.  Call  for  Fair  Trade  Practice  to  end  unjust 
political  systems  and  determine  more  justly  who 
gets  to  set  trade  prices. 

5.  Support  humanitarian  aid,  not  military  aid. 

6.  Challenge  multinational  corporations  and  their 
unjust  business  practices. 

7.  Before  electing  senators  and  congressmen, 
research  their  perspective  on  global  economics. 
Make  sure  they  understand  that  this  is  an 
important  item  on  the  political  agenda. 

In  her  passionate  presentation,  Pauline 
Muchina  advanced  our  understanding  of  a 
complex  political  and  economic  problem.  The 
next  steps  are  clearly  in  our  hands. 

For  more  information,  you  may  contact  Ms. 
Muchina  at  the  Women's  Desk  at  the  National 
Episcopal  Church  Center  in  New  York  City  at 
212/922-5354.  You  may  also  use  the  Toll  Free 
Number:  800/334-  7626  to  reach  Martha  Gardner. 

—  Elizabeth  Kaeton  is  the  canon  missioner  of  The  Oasis 
and  a  member  of  The  VOICE  board. 


JUNE  1999 


Church  Leaders  Join  Campaign  for  Relief  of  International  Debt 


by  James  Solheim 


(ENS)  Archbishop  Njongonkulu  Ndungane  of 
Cape  Town  has  joined  other  church  leaders  in  the 
international  campaign  seeking  to  cancel  the 
debts  of  nations  in  the  developing  world. 

In  South  Africa,  Jubilee  2000,  a  broad-based 
campaign  pressing  for  the  alleviation  of  debts, 
has  released  a  report  on  the  role  played  by  Swiss, 
German,  British  and  American  banks  in 
supporting  the  apartheid  regime  through  "odious" 
loans.  About  90  percent  of  the  nation's  long- 
term  debts  are  owed  to  the  four  creditor 
countries. 

Ndungane  called  on  Swiss  and  German  banks 
to  make  reparation  because  they  were 
"accomplices  in  a  crime  against  humanity." 
Speaking  for  Jubilee  2000,  George  Dore  said, 
"Those  financial  institutions  which  have  been 
cashing  in  debt  repayments  for  loans  used  to 
perpetuate  the  apartheid  era  should  make 
reparation,  perhaps  establishing  a  plan  to  support 
education  and  the  creation  of  jobs." 

The  post-apartheid  majority  government  of 
President  Nelson  Mandela  has  been  hampered  in 
its  attempts  to  provide  services  for  national 
reconstruction  because  of  the  debt  burden  it 
inherited  from  the  previous  white-controlled 
government. 

"The  Western  world  economy  and 
government  elites  did  not  hesitate  to  openly 
support  the  sham  reform  policies  of  the  apartheid 
regime,"  the  report  contended.  Until 
comprehensive  sanctions  emerged  in  the  mid- 
1980s,  foreign  funds  financed  the  apartheid 
regime's  survival  strategy,  with  devastating 
consequences  for  the  people  of  South  Africa. 
Even  after  sanctions  were  imposed,  the  effect 
was  "significantly  reduced  by  several  debt 
rescheduling  operations  and  by  the  striking 
loyalty  of  German  and  Swiss  bankers"  to  the 
regime,  the  report  claims.  "This  is  dirty  money 
for  which  compensation  should  be  paid." 

The  relationship  between  the  Swiss  and  the 
apartheid  regime,  for  example,  was  very 
profitable,  earning  an  estimated  $300  million  a 
year  in  interest  and  dividends  between  1985  and 
1993. 

Yet  sanctions  played  "an  essential  role  in 
getting  the  regime  to  the  negotiation  table,"  the 
report  said.  "Towards  the  end  of  1989,  South 
Africa  was  faced  with  a  serious  financial  crisis  in 
foreign  relations.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
apartheid  regime  used  foreign  credits  as  an 
opportunity  to  postpone  negotiations  and  to 
intensify  its  repression  and  war." 

The  report  suggests  that  either  1989  or  1993, 


the  year  before  Mandela  was  elected  president, 
be  used  as  'The  cut-off  year  for  the  demands  for 
debt  cancellation  and  that  profit  transfers  from 
1985  to  1993  be  considered  as  a  reference  for 
reparation  demands." 

Latin  Americans  demand  relief 

According  to  World  Bank  figures,  the  debt 
burden  for  Latin  American  countries  will  reach 
$706  billion  this  year.  Most  of  the  loans  were 
made  during  the  era  of  military  regimes  in  the 
1970s  and  the  interest  has  been  building  ever 
since. 

"The  debt  is  not  one  more  problem  for  us  to 
face  -  it  is  the  problem,"  said  Roman  Catholic 
Archbishop  Oscar  Andres  Rodriguez  of 
Honduras  at  a  January  conference  sponsored  by 
the  Jubilee  2000  movement  that  brought  together 
participants  from  1 7  countries  to  discuss  a 
strategy  for  debt  relief 

"The  Jubilee  vision  stands  in  stark  contrast  to 
today's  international  financial  system  which  is 
governed,  not  by  law,  but  instead  by 
lawlessness,"  Ndungane  of  South  Africa  told  the 
conference.  Describing  the  debt  as  a  "structural 
sin,"  the  archbishop  said  that  the  debt  crisis  had 
"left  most  African  and  Latin  American 
governments  in  hock  to  their  old  colonial 
masters,  the  leaders  of  the  rich  creditor  nations, 
represented  by  the  International  Monetary  Fund 
and  the  World  Bank." 

Ndungane  said  that  "the  old  colonial  powers 
no  longer  send  gunboats  and  troops  to  enforce 
their  will  on  the  people  of  Africa  or  Latin 
America  -  they  send  the  IW  instead." 

Methodist  Bishop  Bernardino  Mandlate  of 
Mozambique  urged  people  in  Africa  and  Latin 
American  to  join  in  a  common  struggle  because 
"we  suffer  from  the  same  disease.  We  have  been 
made  poor,  and  we  have  been  kept  poor.  We 
haven't  had  space  to  breathe.  The  only  way 
we'll  get  space  to  breathe  is  if  we  link  arms  and 
fight  for  that  space  together." 

The  conference  took  place  a  few  blocks  from 
some  of  the  most  devastating  destruction 
unleashed  by  Hurricane  Mitch  last  November, 
crippling  60  percent  of  Honduran  infrastructure 
and  destroying  70  percent  of  its  crops. 

"How  the  hell  do  you  expect  these  people  to 
build  a  solid  infrastructure  to  withstand 
hurricanes  when  they  are  diverting  so  much  of 
their  precious  resources  to  rich  countries  like 
Britain  and  Germany  and  the  United  States?" 
asked  Ann  Pettifor,  director  of  the  British  Jubilee 
2000  Coalition.  While  creditor  nations 


announced  a  three-year  moratorium  on  debt 
payments  by  hurricane-ravaged  Honduras  and 
Nicaragua,  the  unpaid  interest  would  be  added  to 
outstanding  debts. 

Gilberto  Aguirre  of  the  Nicaraguan  Council  of 
Evangelical  Churches  pointed  to  the  deception  by 
the  government  and  financial  organizations  who 
"are  letting  us  believe  we  are  off  the  hook  when 
the  truth  is  we'll  have  to  pay  later."  He  added, 
"We  couldn't  pay  the  debt  before  the  storm,  and 
we  simply  can't  pay  after  the  storm.  The  church 
is  clear  about  this,  and  we've  got  to  make  the 
international  financial  organizations  listen  and 
understand." 

—  Based  on  reports  from  Ecumenical  News  International. 


Conference 
on  Church  Music 

Diocese  of  East  Carolina 

Thursday,  Friday,  Saturday  &  Sunday 
August  19-22,  1999 
at  Trinity  Center,  Salter  Path,  NC 

This  year's  leader  will  be 

DorotVivj  Papabakos 

organist  of 
the  Cathedral  of  St.  John  the  Divine, 
New  York  City 

YowtJi  Choir  Conference 

will  be  held  concurrently 
Friday,  Saturday  and  Sunday 
with  leader 
Vent  DAvibsoH 

St.  Mark's  Cathedral,  Seattle,  Washington 

Special  Vioccs^n 

Celebration 
of  the  EvicVi<Mist 

with  music  from  Paul  Winter's 
"Earth  Mass"  sung  by  conferees, 
including  youth  conferees 
Sunday,  August  22,  1999 
11:00  a.m. 
 ♦ 

The  entire  diocese  is  invited  to  come  and 
join  in  the  Celebration  of  Eucharist. 
Bring  a  picnic  lunch  and  eat  on  the  Trinity 
Center  grounds  following  the  service. 

 ♦  

For  more  information  contact 
The  Rev.  Joseph  Cooper,  910/395-0616 
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The  Columbine  Massacre  Is  Over,  But  Colorado's  Healing  Has  Barely  Begun 


by  Linda  Regensburger 


The  massive  wooden  doors  of  St.  John  s  Cathedral  in  Denver  were 
adorned  by  simple  evergreen  wreaths  and  columbines,  Colorado  s 
state  flower,  at  the  requiem  Eucharist  on  April  25  to  honor  those 
who  died  in  the  massacre  at  Columbine  High  School  in  Littleton. 
(Episcopal  News  Service  photo  by  Alexander  Har\>ey/Colorado 
Episcopalian) 


(ENS)  When  students  Eric 
Harris  and  Dylan  Klebold 
murdered  12  of  their  fellow 
(  students  and  a  teacher  April  20  at 
Columbine  High  School  near 
j  Littleton,  their  violence  jolted  not 
only  Littleton  but  Colorado  and 
the  nation.  But  there  are  signs  that 
their  plan,  which  included  planting 
bombs,  is  having  repercussions 
very  different  from  those  the  two 
,  shooters  seem  to  have  imagined. 

Colorado  clergy  agreed  days 
I  after  the  killings  that  they  are 
seeing  a  spiritual  awakening 
among  people  of  all  ages. 
[According  to  Ken  Ross,  rector  of 
f  St.  Nicholas  Episcopal  Church,  in 
(  Littleton,  youth  especially  are 
<  experiencing  a  new  spiritual 
•hunger.  Ross'  congregation 
(distributed  144  Bibles,  donated  by 
la  local  Christian  bookstore,  the 
■day  of  the  shootings.  The 
I  following  Sunday,  congregants 
jtook  another  144  Bibles,  again 
donated,  to  the  public  memorial 
[service  attended  by  Vice  President 
|A1  Gore,  General  Colin  Powell 
and  other  dignitaries. 

St.  Gregory  Episcopal  Church, 
i  Littleton,  counts  four  Columbine 
students  among  its  members, 
according  to  Todd  Sorensen, 
rector.  On  April  20,  one  of  the 
i  students  was  at  home  sick  and 
itwo  others  had  gone  off  campus 
Tor  lunch,  he  said.  Only  one  was 
in  the  school's  cafeteria  when  the 
shooting  and  explosions  broke  out 
there.  That  student,  who  prefers 
(to  remain  anonymous,  spent 
jseveral  hours  hiding  in  a  kitchen 
closet  with  1 7  other  students  and 
'school  staff  before  police  SWAT 
members 
Ifreed  them. 


Everyone  was  affected 

"Almost  everyone  knows 
someone  who  was  at  Columbine 
or  was  in  some  way  affected," 
says  Sorensen. 

Like  other  Colorado  churches, 
St.  Timothy  Episcopal  Church, 
Littleton,  put  together  an 
impromptu  prayer  service  the 
evening  of  the  shootings.  St. 
Timothy's  rector,  Don  Warner, 
said  he  has  been  extremely  busy 
ministering  to  people  of  all  ages. 

A  place  to  grieve 

The  day  after  the  shooting, 
Bishop  William  Jerry  Winterrowd 
of  Colorado  sent  a  pastoral  letter 
to  clergy  in  his  diocese,  charging 
them  to  provide  a  safe  place  to 
grieve. 

"We  all  find  ourselves  asking 
the  question,  'Why?...  he  wrote. 
"Of  course,  good  answers  to 
questions  are  fleeting  and  of  little 
comfort  in  the  face  of  this  kind  of 
senseless  destruction.  If  we 
cannot  adequately  answer.  'Why 
did  this  happen?'  perhaps  we  can 
at  least  demonstrate  'How'  we  as 
Christians  respond."  He  invited 
people  throughout  the  diocese  to  a 
memorial  requiem  Eucharist  at  St. 
John  Cathedral  in  Denver  on 
Sunday,  April  25.  He  added  that, 
after  consulting  with  youth 
ministry  leaders,  he  had  decided 
to  postpone  the  Episcopal  Youth 
Convention,  scheduled  for  that 
weekend. 

The  next  day,  the  cathedral's 
massive  wooden  doors  were 
decorated  with  two  simple 
evergreen  wreaths,  each  bearing  a 
spray  of  blue  and  white 
columbine,  Colorado's  state 
flower.  More  than  1 ,500  filled  the 


cathedral  to  join  in  the  requiem 
Eucharist,  which  was  celebrated  by 
Winterrowd.  High  school  students 
participated  as  acolytes,  readers, 
chalicers  and  intercessor.  At  the 
prayers  of  the  people,  high  school 
students  helped  congregants  light 
candles,  and  the  cathedral's  lights 
were  dimmed.  Then,  inter-cessor 
Chris  deBree  read  the  names  of  the 
injured  and  the  15  dead,  including 
the  two  who  fired  the  guns.  As 
silence  filled  the  cathedral,  its 
Great  Bell  tolled  again  and  again, 
once  for  each  death. 

As  Colorado  wrestles  with 
what  has  happened,  Episcopalians 


plan  to  be  in  the  midst  of  the 
struggle,  working  with  various 
interfaith  efforts  to  help  bring 
healing  and  closure  to  a  wounded 
community. 

Both  Sorensen  and  Gerry 
Schnackenberg,  rector  of  St.  Peter 
&  St.  James  Church,  Denver,  and 
a  resident  of  the  Columbine 
neighborhood,  are  working  with 
community  clergy  groups  and  the 
Jefferson  County  School  District 
to  plan  a  blessing  of  the  high 
school  campus  when  it  reopens 
this  fall. 

"That  building,"  said 
Sorensen,  "needs  to  be 
reclaimed." 
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Field  Guide 

to  Y2K  Resources 


Websites  J*. 


Pundit  Peter  de  Jager  created  and  facilitates  the  Year 
2000  Information  Center  website  as  well  as  the  Year 
2000  discussion  list  on  the 
Internet:«http://www.year2000.com» 

Center  for  Cybereconomics  —  Dr.  Ed  Yardeni,  who 
runs  this  site,  is  chief  economist  and  a  managing 
director  of  Deutsche  Bank  Securities  (North 
America). «  http://www.yardeni.com/  cyber.html» 

Site  owner  Edward  Yourdon,  chairman  of  Cutter 
Consortium,  began  his  career  in  the  computer 
industry  at  Digital  Equipment  Company  more  than 
30  years  ago.  With  his  daughter  Jennifer,  he  is  the 
author  of  Time  Bomb  2000:  What  the  Year  2000 
Computer  Crisis  Means  to  You. 
<<http://www.yourdon.com/index2.html>> 

John  Westergaard  is  publisher/editor  of  the 
Westergaard  Year  2000  website. 
«  http://www.y2ktimebomb.com>> 

Christian  websites  Y2K:  A  Christian  Perspective 
provides  evangelical  Christians  with  "balanced 
information  from  a  variety  of  sources  and 
perspectives." 

«  http://www.christianbiz.com/y2k/index.shtmnl>> 

The  Joseph  Project  2000  is  a  Chistian-led  nonprofit 
site  which  "desires  to  prevent  and  respond  to  the 
potential  impacts  of  the  Year  2000  computer 
problem  in  a  professional  and  balanced  manner." 
<<http://www.josephproject2000.org>> 

Y2K  for  Women  is  a  site  "designed  to  explain  the 
Year  2000  Problem  to  women  who  have  no,  or  very 
limited,  computer  knowledge."  Men  like  it,  too. 
<<http://www.y2kwomen.com/index.html>> 

Enter  with  care.  Chief  "doomsday  prophet"  of  Y2K, 
Dr.  Gary  North  is  co-founder  of  the  extreme  right- 
wing  Christian  Reconstruction  movement. 
Balanced,  he's  not. 
«http.//www.garynorth.com/y2k» 

Community  &  government  websites  The  Cassandra 
Project  is  a  grassroots  nonprofit  organization 
formed  to  raise  public  awareness,  promote 
community  preparation  activities  and  contingency 
planning,  and  establish  a  clearinghouse  for 
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Will  Y2K Affect  You? 

Running  Out  of  Time 


by  Jan  Nunley 


(Episcopal  News  Service)  What  will  happen  on 
New  Years  Day,  Saturday  Jan.  1,  2000,  is  a 
question  arising  from  something  known  variously 
as  the  "millennium  bug,"  the  "Year  2000  problem," 
or  simply  "Y2K"-  with  the  Y  standing  for  the  year, 
2  for  the  new  millennium,  and  K  for  "kilo"  or 
thousand. 

Computers  are  quintessential  Baby  Boomers: 
the  first  electronic  vacuum-tube  computer,  ENIAC, 
was  born  in  1946. 

Unlike  human  Boomers,  when  computers  grew 
up,  they  got  smaller.  The  first  "mainframe"  was  80 
feet  long  and  weighed  30  tons.  Transistors, 
integrated  circuits,  and  silicon  chips  made  possible 
the  "mini,"  "micro"  and  PC  or  "personal 
computers,"  introduced  by  IBM  in  1981. 

But  computer  memory  then  cost  about  1 0,000 
times  more  than  it  does  today.  Programmers, 
desperate  to  save  space  and  reasoning  that  the  code 
they'd  written  and  the  clunky  mainframes  it  ran  on 
would  be  replaced  in  a  few  years,  used  only  two 
digits  to  identify  the  year. 

Garbage  in,  garbage  out 

Problem  is,  computers  can't  think  for 
themselves  —  a  truth  known  among  programmers 
as  "garbage  in,  garbage  out." 

When  January  1,  2000,  arrives,  some 
computers  and  microchips  will  check  their  internal 
calendars  and  read  "00"  not  as  "2000"  but  as 
"1900."  That  sounds  comical,  until  your  credit  card 
with  its  "00"  expiration  date  is  rejected,  or  you're 
charged  100  years  of  unpaid  interest! 

There's  a  simple  fix,  of  course:  change  the 
"source  code"  in  all  the  programs,  and  switch  out 
the  old  microchips.  But  source  code  —  and  the 
programming  language  itself —  may  have 
disappeared.  Many  of  the  original  programmers 
are  long  since  retired  or  have  died.  There  aren't 
enough  programmers  in  the  world,  let  alone  the 
United  States,  to  rewrite  billions  of  lines  of  code  or 
replace  existing  "legacy"  programs  in  time  to  beat 
the  deadline,  now  less  than  a  year  away. 

Microchips  present  an  even  more  daunting 
dilemma.  Some  were  made  by  manufacturers  long 
gone  to  their  corpor-ate  graves.  Newer  chips  may 
not  work  in  older  equipment;  the  only  way  to  find 
out  is  to  replace  them  and  try  again.  And  some  of 
the  chips  are  buried  in  undersea 
telecommunications  cables,  spinning  in  satellites 
overhead,  quietly  regulating  a  heartbeat  in 
someone's  pacemaker. 


Breaking  the  iron  triangle 

What  troubles  a  growing  number  of  experts  is 
the  fear  that  the  modern  world's  "iron  triangle"  — 
electricity,  banking  and  telecommunications 
services —  would  be  disrupted  if  a  small  percent  of 
their  controlling  software  and  microprocessors  fail 
the  Year  2000  test. 

Failures  in  one  sector  can  ripple  into  others,  and 
people  who've  never  switched  on  a  PC  in  their  lives 
could  be  affected  as  much  as  the  most  dedicated 
Internet  surfer. 

Driving  a  late-model  car?  Date-sensitive 
onboard  computer  chips  control  fuel  injection, 
smart  braking,  service  indicators,  and  much  more. 
Micropro-cessors  control  pumps  at  the  gas  station 
and  the  flow  of  crude  oil  into  the  refinery.  Going  to 
buy  groceries?  Computers  read  price  codes,  control 
inventory,  call  forth  "just-in-time"  deliveries  of 
fresh  food  by  ships,  planes,  trains  and  trucks.  Just 
staying  home  today?  Heating,  cooling,  cooking, 
refrigeration,  lights,  water,  sanitation —  all  depend 
on  utilities  which  depend  on  computers. 

Some  Y2K  problems  have  shown  up  as  early  as 
April  1999,  as  some  fiscal  year-start  dates  overlap 
with  the  year  2000.  On  August  22,  computers  on 
the  satellitebased  Global  Positioning  System,  which 
guides  planes,  ships  and  missiles,  and  which  major 
banks  use  to  record  the  time  of  day,  roll  over  to 
zero.  September  9,  1999  (9/9/99)  may  be  read  as  an 
end-of-file  signal  or  a  command  to  abort-shutting 
down  for  repairs.  Welfare,  Medicaid,  and 
unemployment  benefits  are  at  risk.  A  recent  U.S. 
General  Accounting  Office  report  says  that  only 
about  a  third  of  the  42 1  state-run  benefits  computer 
systems  are  ready  for  2000. 
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What  should  churches  do? 

Once  you've  sifted  through  the  chaff  about 
Y2K,  some  things  do  become  clear.  A  survivalist, 
everyone-for-his  or  herself  approach  just  doesn't 
make  sense.  As  Y2K  authority  Peter  de  Jager  puts 
it:  "You  can't  head  for  the  hills  because  everybody 
else  is  going  to  be  in  the  hills."  What  will  work  are 
community-based  solutions,  in  which  churches  can  Ti 
play  an  important  part.  bet 

Churches  can  start  with  a  plan  similar  to  the  one 
recommended  for  businesses.  The  first  stage  is 
awareness:  learning  the  facts  about  Y2K  and 
educating  each  other  responsibly.  Obsessing  about 
Y2K  won't  help.  Neither  will  ignoring  it.  Think  of 
this  as  contingency  planning  for  an  unusually 
stormy  winter —  say,  ten  blizzards  in  a  row. 

The  second  step  is  inventory  and  assessment.  ^ 
How's  your  church  computer  system?  Many  '  ^ 
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churches  limp  along  with  outdated  IBM  286  and 
386  systems  and  old  software  donated  by 
parishioners.  Do  what  you  can  to  upgrade  — 
prices  on  new  Y2Ktested  systems  are  lower 
than  ever. 

How  else  is  your  church  vulnerable?  Is  your 
bank,  oil  company,  electric  utility  or  phone 
company  ready,  and  are  their  suppliers  ready,  too? 
How  would  you  conduct  worship  if  your  sanctuary 
had  no  water,  no  heat,  and  no  lights?  How  would 
you  contact  people  if  phones  were  down?  How 
would  your  congregation  get  to  church  if  their  cars 
wouldn't  start,  or  couldn't  be  fueled?  How  would 
your  budget  be  affected  if  attendance  dropped  off 
sharply  as  a  result? 

Analyze  your  church's  ministries  and  outreach 
programs.  Decide  which  are  "mission  critical." 
Define  which  functions  target  your  members  (such 
as  worship  services,  Sunday  school  and  adult 
Christian  education,  outreach  to  shut-ins  and  the 
elderly)  and  which  serve  the  community  (such  as 
food  pantries,  soup  kitchens,  or  12-step  groups). 
Churches  have  strong  responsibilities  to  both; 
neither  can  be  discounted.  The  decisions  you 
make  will  reflect  how  your  congregation 
isees  itself. 

The  third  phase  is  remediation.  De-cide  how  to 
respond  to  possible  emergen-cies.  Buy  a  gasoline- 
ipowered  generator,  a  backup  solar  power  system, 
and  a  couple  of  propane-powered  ministoves. 

Decide  who  will  run  the  food  pantry  and  soup 
ikitchen  (which  may  be  more  in  demand  than  ever). 
Partner  higher-risk  households  (the  elderly,  shut-in, 
or  handicapped)  with  those  at  lower  risk.  Partner 
with  a  'sister  congregation"  that  may  be  more  (or 
less)  fortunate  than  your  own.  Prepare  to  welcome 
people  who  may  not  be  able  to  attend  their  own 
congregations. 

Start  a  Y2K  "discretionary  kind"  for 
unexpected  outreach  expenses.  Help  members 
copy  essential  papers-bank  statements,  mortgages, 
wills-and  store  them  in  a  safe  place.  Maintain  a 
l"tickle  file"  so  that  members  using  special 
(medications  can  order  an  extra  month's  supply 
Ibefore  it's  needed.  Know  the  skills  and  talents  in 
[your  congregation:  who  is  a  doctor,  nurse  or 
dentist,  who  is  trained  in  CPR,  which  experienced 
wilderness  camper  can  make  a  gourmet  meal  on  a 
camp  stove. 

The  fourth  step  is  testing.  Check  and  double 
check  plans.  Make  sure  you  have  back-up  systems 
before  they're  needed.  Finally,  there's 
implementation:  the  proof  of  all  your  planning, 
which  comes  at  "ground  zero." 


Spiritual  heart  of  the  challenge 

There  is  a  spiritual  issue  at  the  heart  of  the 
Y2K  problem.  Some  even  refer  to  it  as  a 
"breakthrough,"  a  challenge  to  choose  "social 
chaos  or  social  transformation." 

Most  thoughtful  analysts  agree  that  organizing 
people  to  face  the  threat  of  Y2K —  even  if  little 
happens  —  may  reverse  some  of  the  isolating  and 
fragmenting  effects  that  technology  has  had  on 
community. 

"Most  Americans  these  days  live  in  networks, 
not  communities,"  wrote  Eric  Utne,  founder  and 
editor-in-chief  of  Utne  Reader,  in  the  newly- 
published  Y2K  Citizen  s  Action  Guide.  "We  rarely 
associate  with  people  who  are  not  similar  to  us  in 
terms  of  education,  income,  age,  race,  physical 
characteristics,  and  world  view  ...  Y2K  is  an 
opportunity  to  change  all  this." 

The  role  of  churches,  many  of  which  already 
offer  contact  with  people  who  are  different  from 
us,  hasn't  been  ignored.  "Our  churches  can 
provide  both  physical  and  emotional  centers  for 
the  work  of  reconnecting  neighbors,"  write 
organizational  consultants  Margaret  Wheatley  and 
Myron  Kellner-Rogers.  "The  sweet  irony  of  Y2K 
is  that  if  we  use  it  now  as  an  opportunity  to  re- 
create our  communities  and  culture,  whatever 
technological  failures  materialize  won't  have  the 
same  negative  impact." 

For  Christians,  there  is  the  deeper  issue  of  our 
public  witness  to  our  faith,  "if  nothing  strange 
happens,  God  will  still  be  in  charge  and  we  can 
praise  Him  for  that,"  writes  Y2K  authority  Rich 
Miller  in  Y2K  and  the  Church:  An  Awareness 
Sermon  on  the  Year  2000  Problem.  "If  the  world 
winds  up  in  darkness,  we  are  here  to  be  a 
lighthouse  for  God.  In  the  midst  of  uncertainty 
and  confusion,  we  must  never  forget  that  we  are  a 
people  with  a  message:  Fear  not! 

"When  you  have  peace  in  the  midst  of  chaos 
and  confusion,  people  notice.  We  need  to 
communicate  that  our  confi-dence  is  not  because 
we  believe  in  our-selves  or  in  technology,  but 
because  we  believe  in  God,  who  is  our  power 
source." 

(The  foregoing  article  and  accompanying  sidebars  //.sting 
resources,  were  originally  published  in  RISEN,  the  newspaper  of  the 
Episcopal  Diocese  of  Rhode  Island,  USA.  Copyright  Jan  Nunley 
1999.  Nunley,  rector  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Andrew  Church  in 
Providence,  is  director  of  communications  for  the  diocese.) 


community  preparedness. 
«http//www.cassandraproject.org/home.html» 

Website  for  the  US  Senate  Special  committee  on  the 
Year  2000  Technology  Problem.  Good  links  to  other 
government  sites. 

«  http://senate.gov/~y2k/index.html>> 

News  Updates  Y2K  News  Magazine  is  a  bi-weekly 
publication  providing  total  coverage  on  Y2K 
problems,  <<http://www.y2knews.com  » 

Y2K  Today  provides  daily  updates  on  Year  2000 
issues. 

<<http://www.y2ktodayu.com/modules/home/default.asp>> 


Books  and  periodicals 


Time  Bomb  2000:  What  Year  2000  Computer  Crisis 
Means  to  You  by  Edward  &  Jennifer  Yourdon.  A 
father-daughter  team,  the  Yourdons  explain  how  the 
Y2K  problem  will  affect  the  lives  of  average  people 
and  everyday  systems  by  presenting  a  collection  of 
scenarios  ranging  from  the  best  to  worst  cases,  and 
examining  each  extreme.  A  New  York  Times  best- 
seller, this  book  is  a  good  read  for  those  looking  for 
a  starting  place  in  learning  about  Y2K. 

The  Millenium  Bug:  a  Layman's  Guide  to  the  Year 
2000  Computer  Crisis  by  Michael  S.  Hyatt.  An 
accessible,  well-researched  guide  to  Y2K  issues 
across  a  range  of  industries,  with  a  section  on 
personal  preparedness.  A  bit  "preachy"  towards 
the  end. 

Y2K.  Millennium  Bug:  A  Balanced  Christian 
Response  by  Shaunti  Christine  Feldhahn  of  the 
Joseph  Project  2000,  presents  the  advice  of 
Christian  leaders  as  she  offers  three  possible 
scenarios  that  could  result  from  the  Y2K  problem. 
Chapter  10  is  good  on  congregational  preparation. 
(Warning:  Pat  Robertson  alert.) 

Finding  and  Fixing  Your  Year  2000  Problem,  A 
Guide  for  Small  Businesses  by  Jesse  Feiler.  A 
hands-on  approach  is  offered  to  addressing  and 
solving  the  year  2000  problem  in  the  small 
enterprise(small  businesses,  schools,  medical 
offices,  home  offices,  etc.). 

Countdown  Y2K  Newsletter  A  monthly  ministry 
publication  compiled  and  edited  by  Shaunti  Feldhahn 
of  the  Joseph  Project  2000.  One-year  subscription, 
$59.00.  Contact  800/500-0867,  or  write  Multnomah 
Publishers,  PO  Box  1720,  Sisters,  OR  97759. 

—  copyright  Jan  Nunley 
1999 
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Episcopal  Youth  Event  Gets  Ready  to  Rock 


bv  Kathrvn  McCormick 


(ENS)  Get  ready,  Terre  Haute,  the  Young  Church 
is  headed  your  way.  The  small  Indiana  city,  famous 
now  as  the  place  where  basketball  legend  Larry  Byrd 
went  to  college,  is  only  months  away  from  being 
Ground  Zero  for  the  Episcopal  Youth  Event  (EYE), 
the  exuberant  triennial  gathering  of  teenagers  from  all 
of  the  church's  100  dioceses. 

"It's  second  only  to  the  General  Convention  in 
attendance,"  says  Thorn  Chu,  program  officer  for  the 
Episcopal  Church's  young  adult  and  higher  education 
ministries.  A  total  of  1,600  teens  and  adults  are 
expected  at  this  year's  event,  from  July  27  through 
August  1.  'That's  a  lot  of  pillows,  a  lot  of  keys  to  be 
handed  out  and  lost,  a  lot  of  kids  to  check  in  each 
night." 

Each  diocese  sends  a  dozen  youth  and  three 
adults.  Dioceses  that  make  a  good  effort  to  recruit 
and  send  a  diverse  delegation  are  rewarded  by  being 
allowed  to  send  more  than  12  youths  to  the  next  EYE. 
"The  adults  who  accompany  the  kids  can  be  clergy  or 
lay,"  Chu  said,  noting  that  the  bishop  of  Eastern 
Michigan,  Ed  Leidel,  plans  to  the  drive  the  van 
carrying  his  contingent. 

EYE  is  expected  to  fill  a  lot  of  dormitory  space 
on  the  campus  of  Indiana  State  University,  Chu  said. 
The  campus,  which  hosted  the  1996  EYE,  offers  a 
good  self-contained  environment  for  the  meeting, 
which  will  be  stuffed  with  activities. 

The  event's  design  team  met  recently  at  the 


Episcopal  Church  Center  in  New  York  City.  Chu 
noted  that  he  came  away  from  its  deliberations 
impressed  by  the  youth's  thoughtfulness. 

Part  of  the  design  team's  preparation  for  the 
event  was  antiracism  training  to  help  team  members 
become  more  aware  of  the  diversity  among  the  youth 
who  will  be  coming  to  Terre  Haute  and  to  help  them 
be  sensitive  to  the  differences  among  these  youth 
when  they  planned  the  program. 

The  team  "took  it  all  to  heart,"  Chu  said,  and 
they  began  looking  for  ways  to  share  their  new 
insight  with  the  kids  at  EYE.  They  wanted 
something  that  could  complement  the  church's  newly 
updated  antiracism  materials  for  adults. 

The  result  was  the  production  this  month  of  a  28- 
minute  antiracism  video,  to  be  shown  at  EYE.  The 
video  is  to  be  accompanied  by  workshops  that  will 
give  kids  ideas  on  how  to  use  it  when  they  return  to 
their  home  parishes. 

Another  exciting  part  of  the  program.  Chu  noted, 
will  be  the  music.  At  past  events,  the  music  was 
excellent,  he  said  adding  that  this  year  will  be  no 
exception.  The  difference  this  year,  he  said,  is  that 
much  of  the  music  will  be  recorded  as  it  is 
performed,  to  be  packaged  in  a  CD  that  will  be  sent 
to  EYE  participants  after  they  return  home.  The  CD 
will  be  available  to  the  church  at  large  through 
Forward  Movement  publications,  a  new  partner  with 
the  church's  youth  ministries. 


The  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  is  sending  a 
delegation  of  1 5  youth  to  the  1 999  Episcopal 
Youth  Event  event.  They  are: 

Amanda  Fairley,  St.  Phillips,  Southport 
Tyler  Jenkins,  Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville 
Shields  Overton,  St.  Thomas,  Ahoskie 
Heather  Skinner,  St.  Mary's,  Kinston 
Latrisha  Jenkins,  St.  Cyprian's,  Wilmington 
Ellison  Sieck,  St.  Paul's,  Edenton 
Val  Lockhart,  St.  Augustine's,  Kinston 
Janie  Finnin,  Church  of  the  Servant,  Wilmington 
Corbie  Hill,  St.  Thomas,  Oriental 
Michael  Peterson,  St.  Timothy's,  Greenville 
Will  Albritton,  Trinity,  Chocowinity 
Ramel  Parks,  St.  Augustine's,  Kinston 
Carol  Taylor,  Diocese  of  East  Carolina,  Kinston 
Vicki  Peterson,  St.  Timothy's,  Greenville 
Richard  Peterson,  St.  Timothy's,  Greenville 


Youth  Reflect  on  the  "Water  of  Life" 


SALTER  PATH  —  One  Hundred  and  twelve  junior 
high  students  gathered  at  Trinity  Center  April  12-16 
for  the  annual  Diocesan  Youth  Event  (DYE). 
Exploring  the  theme  "Reflections  on  the  Water 
of  Life",  the  young  people  attending  spent  the 
weekend  sharing  their  relationship  to  God  with  one 
another  and  relating  it  to  "the  water  of  their  lives." 
The  1998-99  Diocesan  Youth  Commission 


planned  and  implemented  the  conference  beautifully. 
The  weekend  included  a  Christian  band  featuring 
Rich  Giersch  from  Charleston,  S.  C.  There  was  lots 
of  singing,  worship,  teaching,  sharing  and  play  held 
throughout  the  weekend!  It  was  another  exciting  time 
for  the  youth  of  our  diocese  to  gather  together  to 
rejoice  and  celebrate  the  water  of  the  living  spirit  in 
our  lives  as  a  Christian  community. 


Above:  DYE  attendees  from  St.  Augustine's  and 
St.  Mary  s,  Kinston  join  in  the  beat. 

Left:  Missie  Harrell  from  St.  Paul  s,  Edenton  and 
Elizabeth  Daniel  from  St.  Paul's,  Greenville  draw 
water  from  the  well. 


The  1998-99  youth  commission  performs  a  skit 
during  DYE. 

A  Note  from  the  Diocesan 
Youth  Coordinator. . . 

A  Big  thanks  goes  to  the  1998-99  Youth 
Commission  members  who  have  completed  their 
service  for  the  school  year!  They  did  an 
outstanding  job  planning  and  offering  three 
conferences  this  year. 

This  group  works  really  hard  planning  youth 
events.  They  are  committed  to  leadership 
among  their  peers. 

Thanks  for  a  job  well  done. 


Cwioi  Taytol 
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Homosexuality  and  Healing 


by  The  Rev.  Frank  Russ 


I  am  a  priest  of  the  Church  and  a 
"layman"  to  medical  science.  The 
question  under  consideration  implies 
that  homosexuality  is  a  disease  (a 
theory  many  uphold).  While  scien- 
tists searched  for  the  "cause"  for 
sexual  orientation,  the  news  media 
(in  1993)  announced  the  discovery 
of  a  possible  genetic  link.  Unfortu- 
nately, the  general  public's  mis- 
understanding of  biological  (includ- 
ing genetic)  research  of  sexual  orien- 
tation has  only  confused  this  issue. 

Where  does  the  church  look  for 
an  answer  to  this  question? 
Anglicans  appeal  first  to  Scripture 
when  determining  answers  to  life's 
questions.  As  the  book  "that  contains 
all  things  necessary  for  salvation" 
(the  Declaration  of  ordinands),  we 
cherish  the  Bible  as  the  primary 
record  of  God's  Salvation  History 
—  for  all  people  to  be  whole  and  to 
live  abundant  lives  in  God's 
dominion.  However,  in  recent  times, 
the  church  has  been  dealing  with 
issues  that  are  not  explicitly 
addressed  in  the  Bible,  such  as  a 
cure  for  homosexuality.  This  comes 
as  no  surprise  since  the  Bible  was 
not  intended  to  be  a  science  text- 
book. In  addition,  nothing  in  the 
writings  from  the  early  church  Tradi- 
tion speaks  to  the  question  under 
consideration.  Therefore,  Reason 
directs  this  inquiry  to  the  arena  of 
science,  which  unlocks  the  mysteries 
of  nature.  So,  what  does  the 
scientific  community  have  to  say? 

First,  medical  science  does  not 
label  homosexuality  as  a  disease 
(i.e.,  a  pathological  condition  of  the 
mind  or  body).  In  1973  the 
!  American  Psychiatric  Association 
!  removed  homosexuality  from  the 
!  DSM  III  (the  official  manual  listing 
i  all  mental  and  emotional  disorders). 
I  While  scientists  state  that  no 
j  conclusive  evidence  -  at  present  - 
j  supports  "a  biologic  theory  for 
!  sexual  orientation,"  they  maintain 


that  "sexual  orientation  is  shaped.  .  . 
at  an  early  age  through  complex 
interactions  of  biological, 
psychological  and  social  factors." 

Secondly,  scientific  investigation 
refutes  that  "conversion  therapy" 
(changing  sexual  orientation)  works; 
in  fact,  it  can  do  more  harm  than 
good.  Close  scrutiny  of  methods 
used  in  such  "therapy"  discloses:  1) 
perspectives  on  homosexual 
orientation  are  based  on  non- 
scientific  sources  (such  as,  biblical 
interpretation);  2)  treatments  and 
outcomes  are  poorly  documented; 
and  3)  client  follow  up  is  too  short. 
(Source:  American  Psychological 
Association  web  page.) 

"Several  ex-gay  ministries  have 
sprung  up,  each  claiming.  .  .to 
produce  a  'cure'  for  homosexuality 
through  religious  conversion,  and.  . 
.teaching  gay  men  to  play  football 
and  work  on  cars.  Exodus 
International,  one  of  the  first  and 
largest,  was  abandoned  after  ten 
years  by  founders  Michael  Bussee 
and  Gary  Cooper  after  they  realized 
themselves  unable  to  alter  their  own 
sexual  orientation"  (Rand  and 
Cheadle,  The  Bible  Tells  Me  So, 
Anchor  Books,  1996,  p.70). 

In  conclusion,  the  church  must 
identify  the  "dis-ease"  of  society  and 
the  church  that  has  fostered  the 
unjust  treatment  of  homosexual 
people.  After  decades  of  persecution 
and  oppression,  gay  people  have 
been  forced  to  hide  their  true 
identity,  to  live  double  lives,  and 
therefore,  have  been  robbed  of  the 
abundant  life  that  God's  children 
should  enjoy.  As  a  result, 
homosexuals  need  healing  due  to 
such  rejection  and  cruelty.  Please 
remember  —  we  are  contributors  to 
the  on-going  story  of  Salvation 
History.  What  "good  news"  will  be 
our  legacy  to  future  generations? 


by  the  Rev.  Charles  Gill 


"Male  and  female  God  created 
them.  God  blessed  them..." 
(Genesis  1:27-28)  The  dynamics  of 
the  physiology  of  human  sexuality 
are  deeply  rooted  in  the  relationship 
of  God's  love.  In  Frederick 
Buechner's  theological  ABC, 
Wishful  Thinking,  he  begins  a 
discussion  of  sex  in  this  way, 
"Contrary  to  Mrs.  Grundy,  sex  is 
not  sin.  Contrary  to  Hugh  Hefner, 
it's  not  salvation  either.  Like 
nitroglycerin,  it  can  be  used  either 
to  blow  up  bridges  or  heal  hearts." 

As  the  soul  longs  for  the  love  of 
God  so  does  the  body  desire  to 
express  it  in  wholeness.  Sex  in  its 
right  context  is  a  blessing  and,  when 
misused,  can  become  sinful. 

Sin  is  separation.  When  I  have 
sinned  against  God  and  my 
neighbor  I  have  left  in  the  wake  of 
my  actions  consequences  which 
affect  relationships  immediately 
with  God  and  probably  with  my 
neighbor.  What  sin  drags  us 
through  'til  death  is  untold 
suffering,  pain,  broken  relationships 
and  a  dire  need  for  forgiveness. 
The  exception  is  that  there  is  one 
sure  way  to  being  saved  which  God 
offers  by  grace:  "For  the  wages  of 
sin  is  death,  but  the  free  gift  of  God 
is  eternal  life  in  Christ  Jesus  our 
Lord,"  (Romans  6:23) 

Salvation,  in  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments,  is  about  deliverance 
and  setting  free;  it  is  marked  by  the 
Forgiveness  of  sins  which  brings 
healing  to  the  whole  person. 
Specifically,  the  noun  at  the  root  of 
the  word  salvation,  soter  (translated 
"savior")  means  "save,"  "heal,"  or 
"liberate."  Salvation  is  about 
wholeness  and  of  being  made  one 
with  God  and  God's  will.  The  good 
news  of  this  deliverance  from  sin 
was  spoken  by  the  prophet  Isaiah 
and  its  fulfillment  was  proclaimed 


by  Jesus  centuries  later  (Luke  4:16- 
21 ).  In  I  Timothy  we  hear  this  true 
saying.  "...  worthy  of  all  to  be 
received,  that  Christ  Jesus  came  into 
the  world  to  save  sinners." 

In  terms  of  conveying  peace, 
having  a  sense  of  personal  well- 
being,  and  enjoying  wholesome 
relationships  with  others,  I  know 
healthy  homosexuals  and  unhealthy 
ones  and  I  know  healthy 
heterosexuals  and  unhealthy  ones. 
Neither  homosexuals  nor 
heterosexuals  hold  the  market  on 
salvation.  Unfortunately  (and 
sinfully)  there  is  a  tendency  to 
equate  homosexual  orientation  with 
sin.  In  his  book,  Searching  Issues, 
the  Rev.  Nicky  Gumbel  says  "It  is 
vital  to  note  that  nowhere  does  the 
Bible  condemn  homosexual 
orientation,  homosexual  feelings  or 
homosexual  temptations. 
Temptation  is  not  sin.  Jesus  was 
'tempted  in  every  way,  just  as  we 
are  —  yet  was  without  sin' 
(Hebrews  4:15)."  The  Bible  does 
not  condemn  homosexual  preference 
but  it  does  find  homosexual  practice 
reprehensible  (Romans  1-24-27;  1 
Corinthians  6:9-10). 

The  issue  of  homosexuality 
and  healing  is  really  an  issue 
of  relationship.  Ditto  for 
heterosexuality.  Human  beings  are 
not  entirely  whole  until  we  have  a 
relationship  with  God.  In  this 
relationship  there  can  be  healing  of 
our  souls.  "The  inevitable  outcome 
is  sexual  wholeness  —  wholeness 
in  all  relationships...  Healing  is  not 
an  act  of  repression,  but  the  way  to 
freedom.  Knowing  the  freedom  in 
Christ,  we  cease  to  define  ourselves 
by  our  sexuality,  and  we  see  sex  in 
terms  of  relationships  and  not 
relationships  in  terms  of  sex." 
(Searching  Issues). 


The  Episcopal  Church  Women  and  Clergy  Gather  for  Annual  ECW  Meeting 


by  Elizabeth  Davenport 


Spring  summons  the  call  for  all 
Episcopal  Church  Woman  (ECW)  and 
clergy  to  gather  for  the  annual 
meeting.  This  year  Saint  Peter's  in 
Washington  graciously  hosted  the  one 
hundred  and  eleventh  annual  meeting 
on  May  4. 

Guest  speaker  the  Rev.  Martha 
Honaker  stirred  the  hearts  and  minds 
of  the  congregation  with  reflections 
from  her  journey  to  South  Africa. 
Although  the  Truth  and 
Reconciliation  Commission  formed 
by  Archbishop  Desmond  Tutu  has 
completed  its  hearings,  the  process  of 
forgiveness  and  reconciliation  in 
South  Africa  continues.  Woven 
throughout  Honaker's  journal  entries 
was  the  question,  "How  can  the 
Anglican  community  continue  to  be  a 
part  of  the  reconciliation  for  South 
Africa?" 

In  one  poignant  journal  reflection 
she  told  of  DeKlerk's  hearing  before 
the  Truth  and  Reconciliation 
Commission.  Weeping,  Archbishop 
Tutu  questioned  DeKlerk  who  denied 
knowing  of  the  massacres  of  black 
people. 

Honaker  explained  that  Tutu  has 
the  belief  that  we  can't  go  to  heaven 
alone.  He  believes  that  in  heaven 
God  will  ask  him  where  is  EW. 
DeKlerk?  Just  as  he  believes  that  God 
will  ask  DeKlerk,  "Where  is  Tutu?'" 

Tutu  said  that  he  cried  for 
DeKlerk,  because  he  believed  that 
DeKlerk  spurned  the  opportunity 
extended  to  him  to  become  human. 

Bishop  Daniel  connected  the 
people  of  the  Episcopal  Church  to  the 
people  of  South  Africa  in  his  homily 
when  he  said,  "We  are  God's  rainbow 
people."  He  commissioned  the 
congregation  to  work  as  Christians 
against  violence  in  a  world  of 
heartaches  brokenness,  and  pain.  He 
stated,  "The  peace  we  exchange  with 
one  another  is  a  presence  that  is  larger 
than  the  conflict  that  seeks  to 
overcome  our  relationship  with  one 
another." 

Afterwards,  President  Dencie 
Page  chaired  the  business  meeting. 
Highlights  follow: 

Julie  Rose,  United  Thank 

Offering  Chairman,  reported 

that  the  Fall  Ingathering  totaled 

$15,576.09 

Mrs.  Ruby  Strouse,  Church 
Periodical  Director,  reported  that 
$3,377.41  had  been  collected. 


The  funds  will  be  used  to 

purchase  books  for  the  diocese's 
seminarians. 

Izola  Francis,  Ecumenical 
Christian  Ministries  Chairman, 
thanked  everyone  for  their 
prayers  and  financial  aid  for  our 
companion  diocese  of  Puerto 
Rico  after  the  devastation 
of  Hurricane  Georges.  A  total 
of  $5,43 1 . 10  was  sent  from  this 
diocese. 

The  following  officers  were 
installed:  Ann  Parker,  President; 
Harriette  Wagner,  Vice  President; 
Margaret  Barron,  Secretary; 
Kay  Ballard,  Handbook  Chair, 
Joyce  Pickrel,  Ecumenical 
Christian  Ministries  Chair; 
and  Betsy  Overton,  Church 
Periodical  Chair. 
The  following  women  will  serve 
as  district  co-chairs:  Kathy 
Davis,  Pamlico;  Myrtle 
Pritchard,  Albemarle;  Patti  Dill, 
Trinity;  Joy  Page;  Upper  Cape 


The  Spiritual  Resources 
Commission  invites  you  to  the 
Summer  Quiet  Day  at  Trinity 
Center.  The  Rev.  Canon  Phillip 
Craig  will  be  the  retreat  leader. 
After  serving  13  years  as  rector 
of  St.  Mary's  Church,  Kinston, 
Canon  Craig  accepted  Bishop 
Daniel's  invitation  to  become  the 
Canon  to  the  Ordinary  for  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina. 

As  this  Quiet  Day  falls  on  the 


Celebrants  and  worshipers  gather  outside  St.  Peter  s,  Washington  prior 
to  ECW  meeting. 


Fear;  and  Marian  Hamphill,  Lower 
Cape  Fear. 

The  next  ECW  Meeting  will  be 
August  26  at  Trinity  Center.  Ruth 


McSwain  will  speak  on  mental  healt 
and  positive  thinking. 


Summer  Quid  ^Datj 


July  22, 1999 
9:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m. 

The  Rev.  Canon 
C.  Phillip  Craig, 
Retreat  Leader 


Feast  Day  of  St.  Mary  Magdalene, 
the  theme  will  be  "In  honor  of 
Mary  of  Magdala  near  Caper- 
naum." The  meditations  will  focus 
on  the  history  and  myth  of  this 
remarkable  woman  who  was  the 
first  evangelist  of  the  church. 

The  schedule  for  the  day  will 
include  two  meditations,  Morning 
and  Noonday  Prayers  and  a  closing 
Eucharist.  Spiritual  Direction 
will  be  available. 


You  may  register  by  calling  the 
diocesan  house  at  252/522-0885  or 
1-888-622-4778.  Please  ask  for 
Cynthia  Pollock.  The  registration 
fee  of  $  1 2  includes  lunch  and  will 
be  due  at  the  time  of  arrival.  If 
rooms  are  available,  you  may  come 
the  evening  of  July  2 1 .  Mrs. 
Pollock  can  make  these 
arrangements  for  you  as  well. 
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Where  Is  God  In  All  This? 


by  Nancy  Craig 


One  of  the  questions  we  all 
seem  to  grapple  with  from  time  to 
time  is  "where  is  God  in  all  of 
this?"  Looking  at  our  daily  papers 
and  television  these  past  weeks  we 
are  sorely  tempted  to  ask  this 
question. 

All  our  platitudes  and  pat 
remarks  do  not  ease  the  aching  in 
our  hearts  and  spirits.  Whether  it  is 
the  apparent  exhaustion  of  a  young 
mother  in  a  food  line  in  Macedonia 
or  the  tear  stained  face  of  a  teenager 
in  Colorado,  things  seem  out 
of  hand. 

We  wonder,  "just  where  is  God 
in  all  of  this?"  Of  course  this  is  an 
ancient  question  and  stating  the 
question  is  the  easy  part.  Grappling 
with  the  answer  is  not  so  easy. 
While  I  certainly  have  no  ultimate 
answer,  I  would  like  to  share  a 
couple  of  possibilities  with  you. 

As  we  try  to  cope  with  whatever 
provokes  this  question  in  our  lives 
and  the  lives  of  others,  we  are  likely 
to  find  it  has  to  do  with  suffering. 
Until  recently  I  understood 
suffering  to  be  mostly  subjective 
but  I  am  wondering  if  there  might 
j  not  also  be  an  objective  kind  of 
suffering.  One  that  is  neither 
neurotic  or  given  to  pity.  It  is 
characterized  by  a  willingness  to  be 
immersed  in  productive  suffering, 
first  in  our  own  life  and  then  in  the 
lives  of  those  around  us. 

It  is  not  preoccupied  with  blame 
or  remorse.  In  its  purest  form,  it 
moves  out  beyond  the  one  suffering 
to  affect  the  universal  suffering  of 
the  world.  I  am  convinced  that  this 


is  akin  to  the  suffering  of  the  cross. 
And  that  it  certainly  speaks  to  the 
question,  "where  is  God  in  all 
of  this?" 

In  the  diaries  of  Etty  Hillesum,  a 
young  woman  from  Holland  who 
eventually  lost  her  life  at 
Auschwitz,  we  read  of  her  amazing 
outlook  on  what  was  happening  in 
that  concentration  camp.  In  the 
middle  of  incredible  horror,  she 
managed  to  have  the  deepest  and 
most  radiant  sense  of  inner  joy.  She 
was  given  the  ability  to  understand 
that  while  the  suffering  around  her 
and  within  her  was  almost 
overwhelming,  in  proportion  to  the 
wholeness  of  the  universe,  it  was  a 
very  little  thing.  This  makes  no 
sense  unless  we  too  are  willing  to 
look  realistically  at  the  world 
around  us  and  agree  to  suffer  the 
pain  and  the  joy  of  the  divine 
conflict.  Is  this  not  one  reflection 
of  the  Incarnation? 

I  have  suggested  two 
possibilities:  the  quality  of  our 
suffering  and  our  sense  of 
proportion.  These  possibilities 
would  be  no  comfort  to  the  woman 
in  Macedonia  or  the  young  person 
in  Colorado,  but  they  are  available 
to  us  as  we  struggle  with  how 
deeply  we  are  willing  to  share  in 
this  or  any  other  pain.  Perhaps 
they  will  also  give  us  new  insights 
into  the  question,  "where  is  God  in 
all  of  this?" 


Diocesan 


^  Calendar 


Ordination  of  Charles  T.  Dupree,  Susan  G.  Dankel,  Deborah  Heathcock 

Church  of  the  Servant,  Wilmington,  1 1 :00  a.m. 
Discoverers  I  Camp,  Trinity  Center 
Sound  to  Sea  Day  Camp,  Session  2,  Trinity  Center 
Standing  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  1 1 :00  a.m. 
Episcopal  Consultative  Commission  Retreat,  Trinity  Center 
Hunger,  Peace  and  Justice  Commission,  Diocesan  House,  10:00  a.m. 
Adventurers  Camp,  Trinity  Center 
Commission  on  Ministry,  Diocesan  House,  10:00  a.m. 
Sound  to  Sea  Day  Camp,  Session  3,  Trinity  Center 
Elderhostel,  Trinity  Center 
Explorers  11  Camp,  Trinity  Center 
Sound  to  Sea  Day  Camp,  Session  4,  Trinity  Center 


Companion  Diocese  Committee,  Christ  Church,  New  Bern,  10:30  a.m. 
Sound  to  Sea  Day  Camp,  Session  5  and  5.5,  Trinity  Center 
Discoverers  II  Camp,  Trinity  Center 

Prison  Commission,  Diocesan  House,  10:00  a.m.  -  12:00  p.m. 

Sound  to  Sea  Day  Camp,  Session  6,  Trinity  Center 

Explorers  III  Camp,  Trinity  Center 

Sound  to  Sea  Day  Camp,  Session  7,  Trinity  Center 

Standing  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  1 1 :00  a.m. 

Quiet  Day,  Trinity  Center 

Discoverers  III  Camp,  Trinity  Center 

Sound  to  Sea  Day  Camp,  Session  8,  Trinity  Center 

Trinity  Center  Board  Meeting,  Trinity  Center 

Discoverers  IV  Camp,  Trinity  Center 


Sound  to  Sea  Day  Camp,  Session  9  and  9.5,  Trinity  Center 
Diocesan  Youth  Ministries  Meeting,  Trinity  Center 
Standing  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  11:00  a.m. 
Liturgical  Music  Conference,  Trinity  Center 
Youth  Commission  Retreat  at  Trinity  Center 
EC  W  Board  Retreat,  Trinity  Center 
ECW  Annual  Luncheon,  Trinity  Center 
Trinity  Center  Board  Meeting,  Trinity  Center 
Prison  Superintendents  Meeting,  Trinity  Center 
Elderhostel,  Trinity  Center 


12 
12-28 
14-18 

15 
16-17 

17 
19-24 

22 
21-25 
27-7/2 

27-  7/4 

28-  7/2 


6 
6-9 
6-12 

8 

12-16 
14-20 
19-23 
20 
22 
23-29 
26-30 
27 
31-8/6 


2-4 
13-15 
17 

19-  22 

20-  22 
25-26 

26 
26 
27 
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Bishop's  I 

Journal 


We  tend  to  have  false  ideas  of  what  bishops  do.  We  tend  to  regard  them  as  problem  solvers.  As  Shakespeare  has  the  king  say  in  King  Henry  V: 

Upon  the  King!  Let  us  our  lives,  our  souls, 

Our  debts,  our  careful  wives. 
Our  children,  and  our  sins,  lay  on  the  King! 

Perhaps  we  see  them  only  in  their  glorious  vestments  on  those  Sundays  when  they  come  to  confirm,  and  think  that  this  is  the  life  of  a  bishop.  Here  too  Shakespeare  says  it 
appropriately :  What  infinite  heart  s  ease 

Must  kings  neglect  that  private  men  enjoy! 
And  what  have  kings  that  privates  have  not  too, 
Save  ceremony —  save  general  ceremony? 

But  bishops  lead  a  more  mundane  life.  The  life  of  the  bishop  consists  in  what  we  have  said  above.  But  more  often  the  bishop  is  there  to  prod,  to  encourage,  to  coordinate,  to  talk  on 
the  telephone,  to  write  letters,  to  care for  the  diocese  entrusted  to  his  care  by  the  Holy  Spirit  through  his  consecration. 
With  this  in  mind,  we  share  excerpts  from  the journal  of  our  bishop  for  one  month. 

The  Editors 


Monday,  April  19-Tuesday,  April  20    Anne  and  I  host  the 
Retired  Clergy  and  Widows  Conference  at  Trinity  Center.  This  is 
always  a  wonderful  occasion  of  renewing  old  friendships  and 
one  way  our  diocese  has  of  saying  thank  you  to  those  who 
have  given  so  much  service  to  our  diocese.  Monday  evening  is 
filled  with  social  time  and  entertainment.  Tuesday,  we  travel  to 
Beaufort  for  a  tour  of  that  lovely  town,  thanks  to  Dick  and 
Delores  Meelheim  (St.  Paul's,  Beaufort).  The  Men's  Bible  Class 
of  St.  Paul's,  Beaufort,  prepare  a  lovely  barbecued  chicken 
lunch,  and  our  time  together  ends  with  a  celebration  of  the 
Eucharist.  I  leave  a  bit  early  in  order  to  be  back  at  Diocesan 
House  in  time  to  meet  with  the  Standing  Committee. 

Wednesday,  April  21    In  the  office,  telephone  calls  and 
correspondence.  Telephone  conversation  with  the  Rev.  Walton 
Pettit,  who  has  just  begun  his  ministry  as  Interim  at  St.  John's, 
Wilmington.  Walt  has  previously  served  as  Interim  at  Christ 
Church,  New  Bern,  and  I  am  glad  to  welcome  him  back  into  the 
life  of  our  diocese.  In  the  afternoon,  a  meeting  and  planning 
session  with  Jim  Kyle  (St.  John's,  Fayetteville),  President  of  the 
Foundation  (this  is  the  group  that  oversees  our  diocesan 
endowment.) 

Thursday,  April  22    In  the  office.  Telephone  calls  and 
correspondence.  Lunch  with  members  of  the  Search 
Committee  from  St.  Mary's,  Kinston.  In  the  afternoon,  a 
planning  meeting  with  Deacon  Sue  DuVal  and  Deacon  Elaine 
Irving,  our  newly-appointed  Archdeacons. 

Saturday,  April  24    Anne  and  I  travel  to  St.  George's, 
Englehard,  to  attend  the  funeral  of  Lidie  Lupton,  wife  of  the 
Rev.  Jim  Lupton,  at  which  I  celebrate  Eucharist  and  preach. 
Lidie  died  unexpectedly  this  week,  and  our  hearts  are  sad. 

Sunday,  April  25    Today  I  have  the  joy  and  privilege  of 
visiting  and  being  with  the  congregation  of  St.  Andrew's,  Nags 
Head,  and  their  fine  Rector,  Charles  Gill.  I  preach  and  celebrate 
at  two  services  —  this  is  so  because  the  building  is  too  small 
to  accommodate  the  entire  congregation  at  one  service.  I 
understand  that  plans  are  underway  for  the  building  of  a  new 
and  larger  church,  while  still  retaining  the  present  building.  I 
confirm  a  large  class  of  youth  and  adults.  After  a  lovely 
reception,  drive  back  to  Greenville.  I  am  sorry  that  on  this  trip,  I 
cannot  visit  the  eucharistic  fellowship  at  Buxton  that  gathers 
several  times  a  month  under  the  sponsorship  of  St.  Andrew's. 
(By  the  way,  Prayer  Books  for  this  fellowship 
were  purchased  with  a  grant  from  the  Church  Periodical  Club.) 

Thursday,  April  29    Meeting  in  the  morning  with  a  presbyter 
regarding  deployment.  Conference  with  the  Rector  of  St. 
Paul's,  Greenville.  Lunch  and  afternoon  planning  session  with 
the  Clergy  Conference  Planning  Committee. 

Saturday,  May  1    Up  early  to  drive  to  Trinity  Center  to  give  a 
talk  on  the  Sacrements  to  participants  in  the  Cursillo  weekend. 
Hear  a  fine  talk  by  Mary  Anne  Brock  (St.  John's,  Fayetteville)  on 
the  importance  of  study  in  the  Christian  life.  Am  so  appreciative 
of  the  fine  work  of  this  group,  and  especially  for  the  good 
leadership  of  the  Rev.  Scotty  Brock  (St.  John's,  Fayetteville) 


and  Lisa  Ritchie  (St.  Christopher's,  Elizabethtown). 

Sunday,  May  2    A  short  drive  this  Sunday  to  preach  and 
celebrate  Eucharist  at  St.  Timothy's,  Greenville  at  1 1  a.m.  Anne 
and  I  have  an  enjoyable  lunch  with  the  Rev.  Bob  and  Nancy 
Hobgood,  who  tomorrow  will  begin  a  ten-week  sabbatical 
journeying  to  the  western  parts  of  the  country.  Back  to  St. 
Timothy's  for  a  Deanery  Service  of  Confirmation  at  which  I 
confirm  and  receive  fifteen  persons,  and  preach  and  celebrate 
Eucharist.  At  5:30  p.m.,  a  light  supper  and  meeting  with  the 
combined  youth  groups  of  St.  Timothy's,  Greenville  and  St. 
Mary's,  Kinston.  Then  on  to  a  wonderful  celebration  party  to 
which  I  had  been  invited  to  say  a  few  words  to  young  persons 
of  St.  Paul's,  Greenville,  who  are  completing  their  Rite  13 
Program  of  Christian  Education  and  Formation.  Work  on  the 
construction  of  the  large  new  church  at  St.  Paul's  is 
progressing  nicely  and  should  be  completed  by  fall. 

Monday,  May  3    In  the  office.  Met  with  a  Postulant  preparing 
for  ordination  to  the  Diaconate.  Various  telephone  calls  and 
correspondence.  In  the  evening,  to  Washington  for  dinner  with 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Episcopal  Churchwomen  who 
are  preparing  for  their  annual  diocesan-wide  meeting  on 
Tuesday.  Anne  and  I  have  a  lovely  and  enjoyable  dinner  with  the 
ECW  Executive  Committee  at  the  home  of  Nita  Byrum  in 
Washington. 

Tuesday,  May  4    To  St.  Peter's,  Washington,  for  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  diocesan  Episcopal  Churchwomen,  always  an 
enjoyable  occasion.  I  preach  and  celebrate  Eucharist,  and  so 
appreciate  the  warm  hospitality  and  wonderful  luncheon 
hosted  by  the  ECW  of  St.  Peter's.  Have  a  moment  with  Lynne 
Walters,  the  AmeriCorps  volunteer  who  is  now  working  with 
the  Hispanic  Ministries  Board,  and  am  so  appreciative  of  the 
good  work  of  this  group  dedicated  to  expanding  the  scope  of 
Hispanic  ministries  in  our  diocese.  I  learn,  sadly,  of  the  death  of 
Janet  Bradbury's  father  in  Kansas.  Janet's  husband,  Bill,  is  the 
rector  of  St.  Peter's. 

Wednesday,  May  5    Travel  to  the  University  of  the  South, 
Sewanee,  Tennessee  for  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees.  Anne  comes  with  me,  and  will  have  some  time  to  visit 
with  our  daughter,  Margaret,  who  is  a  freshman  at  the 
University.  In  a  telephone  conversation  with  my  office,  I  learn 
of  two  gorgeous  gifts  from  the  vestry  and  congregation  of  St. 
John's,  Fayetteville:  one  to  further  Hispanic  work  in  our 
diocese,  and  the  other  to  the  Bishop's  discretionary  fund. 
Thanks  be  to  God  for  this  generous  and  mission-minded  vestry 
and  parish! 

Thursday,  May  6    At  Sewanee  for  the  Board  meeting.  During 
a  break,  I  take  part  in  a  teleconference  with  the  Presiding 
Bishop  and  other  bishops  on  various  matters.  The  Vice- 
Chancellor,  Dr.  Sam  Williamson,  announced  his  retirement  at 
the  end  of  the  coming  academic  year,  and  a  search  committee 
for  the  next  Vice-Chancellor  has  been  formed.  Vice-Chancellor 
Williamson  has  served  in  this  position  for  eleven  very 
successful  and  fruitful  years  for  the  University,  and  has  brought 
great  leadership  and  vision  to  the  University.  East  Carolina  is 
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one  of  28  owning  dioceses  of  the  University.  In  addition  to  the 
Bishop,  who  sits  on  the  Board  of  Trustees  ex-officio,  three 
additional  trustees  from  East  Carolina  are  elected  at  diocesan 
convention.  I  was  pleased  to  greet  and  attend  the  various 
meetings  with  the  other  members  of  the  board  from  our 
diocese:  Grif  Garner  (Grace,  Whiteville),  Frank  Wakefield  (Holy 
Trinity,  Hampstead),  and  the  Rev.  Bill  Trimble  (St.  Andrew's, 
Wilmington),  all  of  whom  are  alumni  of  the  University.  In  the 
evening,  we  celebrate  the  opening  of  the  Tennessee  Williams 
Center  for  the  performing  arts  with  dinner  and  a  play.  Tennessee 
Williams,  noted  playwright,  left  his  entire  estate  to  the 
University  for  the  establishment  of  such  a  center. 

Friday,  May  7    Meeting  in  the  morning  with  one  of  our 
seminarians  from  East  Carolina.  Our  three  seminarians  from 
East  Carolina —  Ralph  Clarke,  Allan  Cole,  and  Lee  Domenick 
—  and  their  families  are  all  doing  well.  The  board  meeting 
concludes  with  lunch.  Anne  and  I  begin  the  trip  back  home. 

Sunday,  May  9    Visitation  to  Holy  Innocents,  Moss  Hill,  where 
I  preach  and  celebratedEucharist.  It  was  a  joy  to  be  once  again 
with  this  warm  and  gracious  congregation  and  their  rector, 
Frank  Pisani.  A  wonderful  covered  dish  lunch  follows.  Home  to 
Greenville.  Several  phone  calls  in  the  evening. 

Monday,  May  10    In  the  office.  Correspondence  and 
telephone  conversations  with  several  priests  and  deacons.  The 
Rev.  Jim  Horton  (Advent,  Williamston)  who  is  chair  of  the 
search  committee  for  the  Trinity  Center  Executive  Director 
reports  that  all  is  moving  along  well.  Conversation  with  Bruce 
Nolin,  our  deployment  officer,  indicates  that  the  search  process 
for  a  new  rector  is  drawing  near  to  conclusion  in  at  least  two 
congregations.  Appointment  with  a  priest  regarding 
deployment.  Conference  with  a  person  planning  to  enter 
seminary  in  the  fall.  Appointment  with  an  attorney  and  parish 
representative  to  finalize  a  generous  contribution  to  St.  Francis, 
Bogue  Banks. 

Tuesday,  May  11    In  the  office.  Meet  with  the  Commission  on 
Ministry  and  have  individual  conferences  with  several 
seminarians.  Meet  with  Julius  Avant,  Senior  Warden  of  St. 
Christopher's,  Elizabethtown.  Later,  a  meeting  with  the  Chair  of 
the  Commission  on  Ministry,  the  Rev.  Martha  Honaker  (Holy 
Trinity,  Fayetteville).  I  am  thankful  for  the  good  and  faithful 
leadership  and  ministry  both  Julius  and  Martha  provide.  Speak 
with  the  Rev.  Jim  Lupton  (St.  George's,  Englehard)  regarding 
his  good  plans  to  hold  services  this  summer  on  Ocracoke  Island 
and  plans  to  begin  services  for  Hispanics  at  All  Saints,  Fairfield, 
currently  unused.  As  far  as  I  know,  the  services  on  Ocracoke  are 
the  first  Episcopal  services  to  be  held  on  the  island  since  the 
Rev.  Stan  Easty  held  services  there  in  the  1980s. 

Wednesday,  May  12  In  the  office.  Various  telephone  calls 
and  correspondence.  Conference  with  a  person  considering  the 
ordination  process  for  the  vocational  diaconate.  Conversations 
with  two  bishops  in  other  dioceses  concerning  deployment.  In 
the  evening,  travel  to  St.  Mary's  School,  Raleigh,  for  dinner  and 
celebration  of  the  life  of  the  school,  of  which  East  Carolina  is  an 
owning  diocese.  Home  late. 
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Camp  Trinity  wrapped  up  another  successful  summer  recently  with  record  numbers. 
More  photos  and  stories,  Pages  8-9 
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Stockard  named 
Canon  to  the  Ordinary 

The  Rev.  Matthew  Stockard  of 
St.  Paul's  Beaufort  has  been 
chosen  by  Bishop  Daniel  to 
succeed  the  Rev.  Canon  Phil 
Craig  as  Canon  to  the 
Ordinary.  Story,  Page  3 


A  Joyful  Noise 

One  of  the  highlights 
of  the  11th  annual 
diocesan  music  con- 
ference was  the  num- 
ber of  children 

Story,  Page  6 


Victims  of 
floods  need 
our  help 

Diocese  response  to  focus 
on  the  most  vulnerable 

By  Scott  Nunn 
Cross  Current  Editor 

fBHWHHI  he  disaster  is  unprecedented  and  the 
^^^Bj^    needs  are  overwhelming. 

With  nearly  every  community  in 
the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  affect- 
ed by  Hurricane  Floyd,  the  diocese 
faces  one  of  its  biggest  challenges 
ever  as  it  tries  to  do  its  part  to  respond  to  the  mas- 
sive destruction  and  misery  faced  by  thousands  of 
our  sisters  and  brothers. 

Bishop  Clifton  Daniel  3rd  has  charged  the 
Missionary  Outreach  Committee  with  leading 
diocesan  relief  efforts.  The  committee,  under  the 
leadership  of  chairman  the  Rev.  Charles  Gill  of  St. 
Andrew's  by  the  Sea,  Nags  Head,  met  Sept.  30  and 
identified  more  than  $100,000  in  immediate  needs. 

Realizing  that  the  diocese  cannot  help  everyone 
in  need,  Bishop  Daniel  directed  the  group  to  focus 
on  those  who  may  fall  through  the  safety  nets  and 
miss  out  on  relief  efforts  already  in  place. 

The  diocese  will  focus  on  helping  non-U.S.  cit- 
izens in  East  Carolina  who  may  not  be  eligible  for, 
and  often  afraid  to  ask  for,  government  help; 
migrant  workers  who  are  stranded  in  East  Carolina 
without  work  and  need  transportation  back  to  their 
support  communities  in  Mexico;  non-English 
speaking  peoples;  young  children  and  the  elderly; 

Continued  on  next  page 


Churches  name  new  priests 

Three  of  the  largest  churches  in  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina  have  named 
priests  recently.  One  is  from  the 
Washington  National  Cathedral  and 
another  is  already  a  familiar  face. 
Story,  Page  3 
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Americas  and  abroad.  Established  in  1 789 
Presiding  Bishop 
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The  beach  house  at  Trinity  Center  had  its  roof  blown  off  and  will  have  to  be  demolished. 
The  house  was  set  to  be  replaced.  Trinity  Center  suffered  no  other  major  damage. 


Storm 

Continued  from  Page  1 

damaged  churches,  especially 
those  with  no  insurance;  and 
support  for  the  agencies  the  dio- 
cese already  funds  but  are  being 
overwhelmed  by  increased 
demand. 

The  diocese  has  already  raised 
about  half  of  the  initial  $100,000 
needed,  but  needs  to  raise  the 
remaining  amount  and  continue 
to  add  to  the  relief  fund  as  the 
needs  will  be  ongoing. 

The  Rev.  Dennis  Levin  direc- 
tor of  the  Ayden-based  N.C. 
Interfaith  Disaster  Response, 
said  that  recovery  for  a  disaster 
of  this  magnitude  will  go  on  for 
five  years. 

The  stories  were  ail-too  famil- 
iar but  no  less  heartbreaking  as 
Outreach  Committee  members, 
deanery  representatives,  agency 
directors,  and  the  president  of 
Episcopal  Church  Women  gave 
reports  on  damage. 

Some  of  the  hardest  hit  com- 
munities that  the  diocese  will 


Monetary  contributions 
should  be  sent  to  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina,  P.O.  Box  1336, 
Kinston,  N.C,  28503.  Checks 
should  be  made  out  to 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina  and 
marked  for  Hurricane  Floyd 
Relief  Fund. 

Here  is  a  list  of  some  of  the 
items  that  are  needed.  If  you'd 
like  to  donate  items,  contact 
the  Rev.  Charles  Gill  at  252- 
332-3263,  fax  252-332-3072, 
e-mail  seapadre@beacfilink.com 

Food  that  can  be  eaten  with 
out  preparation  or  water;  water 
and  other  bottled  and  canned 
drinks;  disposable  diapers;  per- 
sonal hygiene  products,  espe- 
cially for  women;  smalt  blankets 
and  pillows;  Corn  Flakes;  toilet 
paper;  hand  cleansing  gel;  hand 
lotion;  large  trash  bags;  good 
sturdy  shoes;  first-aid  medi- 
cines such  as  Theraflu; 
Dimetapp;  Extra  Strength 
Tylenol;  Ibuprofen;  Eye  Drops; 
Triple;  Antibiotic  Ointment; 
hydrocortizone  cream  1  % 


send  money  to  include  Grifton, 
Ahoskie,  Kinston,  Pitt  County, 
Pender  County,  Duplin  County, 
Bertie  County,  Goldsboro, 
Vanceboro  and  Trenton. 

Agencies  the  relief  fund  will 
help  are  Eagles  Wings  in 
Washington;  Food  Bank  of  the 
Albemarle;  Religious  Com- 
munity Service  of  New  Bern; 
Episcopal  Farmworkers  Ministry 
in  Newton  Grove;  Shepherd's 
Staff  in  Belhaven;  and  Episcopal 
Hispanic  Ministries/San.  Mateo 
in  northeastern  North  Carolina. 

The  committee  is  also  setting 
aside  a  fund  to  help  damaged 
churches.  Many  of  the  damaged 
churches  are  insured  but  will 
need  help  with  other  expenses. 

The  damaged  churches  die  dio- 
cese is  aware  of  include:  San 
Mateo,  St.  Thomas  Windsor,  St. 
Thomas  Ahoskie,  Church  of  the 
Advent  Wilhamston,  St.  John's 
Sladesville  and  Zion  Washington. 

In  addition  to  money,  food  and 
other  items  are  needed  as  well  as 
volunteers  to  help  in  various 
capacities. 
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My  first  issue  of  Cross  Current 
was  supposed  to  be  out  in 
September.  I  soon  realized  that  I 
wasn't  going  to  make  it  but  was 
happy  that  I  would  get  a  good  start 
by  having  the  October  issue  out 
ahead  of  time.  Then  came  the  hurri- 
canes and  a  week  without  power  at 
my  office.  Throw  in  a  week  in  bed 
sick  and  various  software  and  print- 
ing problems  and  you  have  the 
October  Cross  Current  in,  well, 
hopefully,  the  middle  of  October.  I 
apologize  to  those  people  who  sent 


EDITOR'S  NOTE 


me  announcements  that  ended  up 
being  out  of  date. 

One  of  the  reasons  it  took  so  long 
to  put  this  issue  together  is  the  new 
design,  which  I  hope  you  like.  For 
this  first  issue  I  started  from  scratch. 
I  had  to  choose  new  fonts,  design 
page  headers,  format  headlines  and 
text  boxes,  etc.  Next  issue  I  won't 
have  to  reinvent  the  wheel!  My  goal 
will  be  to  have  the  paper  at  your 
home  before  the  month  starts. 

The  deadline  for  contributions  is 
the  15  th  of  the  month  preceding  the 


month  of  publication.  Until  I  master 
the  deadlines,  I  will  be  flexible. 

I  would  like  to  dedicate  this,  my 
first  issue  as  editor,  to  the  hurricane 
and  flood  victims  —  they  will  need 
our  help  and  prayers  for  a  long  time 
—  and  to  the  Rev.  Ed  Small,  my 
childhood  rector  at  Church  of  the 
Good  Shepherd  in  Wilmington  and 
former  editor  of  Mission  Herald,  the 
predecessor  of  Cross  Current.  He 
died  Oct.  1  at  the  age  of  98. 
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Stockard  is 
new  Canon  to 
the  Ordinary 


By  Scott  Nunn 
Cross  Current  Editor 

It  is  fitting  that  the  Rev.  Matthew  Stockard  is  a 
trained  biologist. 

Rev.  Stockard,  who  has  been  named  Canon  to  the 
Ordinary  by  Bishop  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd,  is  getting 
ready  to  examine  the  biggest  living  organism  of  his 
career:  that  living  body  called  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina. 

Rev.  Stockard  is  currently  rector  of  St  Paul's 
Beaufort  and  will  replace  the  Rev.  Canon  Phil  Craig 
who  is  retiring  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

"Bishop  Daniel  has  asked  me  to  get  to  know  the 
parishes  of  this  diocese,  to  learn  their  hopes  and 
needs,"  Rev.  Stockard  said.  He  will  be  "an  avenue  of 
support  and  care  for  the  presbyters  and  deacons  of 
those  parishes,  to  work  alongside  the  many  gifted 
laity  and  clergy  who  make  up  our  diocese." 

Canon  is  a  fairly  new  term  in  East  Carolina,  but  it 
is  a  traditional  ecclesiastical  title  in  the  church. 

The  Rev.  Stockard  explains:  "The  earliest  uses  of 
the  title  'canon'  applied  to  all  clergy  on  the  official 
staff  of  a  diocese,  with  different  types  of  canons  to  fit 
different  positions.  The  'Ordinary'  of  a  diocese  is  that 
ecclesiastic  who  oversees  jurisdiction  within  the  dio- 
cese, in  our  case,  the  Bishop  of  East  Carolina.  So  the 
title  'Canon  to  the  Ordinary'  is  a  way  of  saying,  'The 
Bishop's  Assistant.' " 

As  one  person  put  it,  "The  Canon  to  the  Ordinary 
does  what  the  Bishop  tells  him  to  do,"  Rev.  Stockard 
said. 

Rev.  Stockard,  born  in  1955,  grew  up  in  Greens- 
boro where  he  attended  St.  Andrew's  Episcopal 
Church.  Rev.  Stockard,  who  holds  a  bachelor's  and 
master's  degree  in  biology,  served  on  the  biology  fac- 
ulty at  UNC-Greensboro  before  attending  seminary. 

He  is  a  graduate  of  the  School  of  Theology  at  the 
University  of  the  South  in  Sewanee,  Tenn.,  and 
served  as  curate  of  St.  Timothy's,  Wilson,  NC;  for  the 
past  ten  years  he  has  served  as  Rector  of  St.  Paul's 
Beaufort. 

Rev.  Stockard,  who  has  been  married  to  Lisa  Pegg 
Stockard  for  18  years,  is  a  member  of  Class  VII  of  the 
Clergy  Leadership  Project  (a  joint  program  of  Trinity 


The  Rev.  Matthew  Stockard  of  St.  Paul's 
Beaufort  will  replace  Canon  Phil  Craig, 
who  is  retiring  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Church,  Wall  Street,  and  the  national  church). 

"I  intend  to  visit  every  congregation  of  our  diocese 
within  my  first  year,  so  that  I  may  know  the  delights, 
challenges  and  opportunities  you  are  facing  in  min- 
istry," Rev.  Stockard  said. 

"In  my  office  is  a  very  simple  statement  about 
Christian  leadership:  'Leadership  is  the  capacity  to 
discern  and  practice  the  reign  of  God.'  No  earthly 
authority  controls  the  Church:  Christ  is  our  leader, 
our  unity,  our  heart.  To  discern  that  gentle  leading 
and  to  risk  following  it  is  great  joy. 

"I  believe  that  we  are  surrounded  by  people  who 
are  hungry  for  God,  and  I  believe  that  as 
Episcopalians  we  offer  a  spirituality  and  practice  of 
faith  which  provides  food  enough  to  change  the 
world.  I  am  excited  and  honored  to  be  joining  our 
Bishop's  staff,  where  I  may  enjoy  the  privilege  of 
working  with  the  people  of  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina." 

Although  retiring,  Canon  Craig  will  stay  active  in 
the  diocese,  leading  the  newly  formed  Anglican 
Academy,  the  umbrella  group  for  Christian  Education 
in  the  diocese. 


Acolyte  Festival  set  for  New  Bern 


By  Lewis  Moore 

A  diocesan  Acolyte  Festival  will  be  held 
on  October  23,  from  9:30  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 
at  Christ  Church,  New  Bern. 

The  day  will  include  workshops,  games 
and  a  special  presentation.  The  Acolyte 
Festival  will  conclude  with  a  Festival 


Eucharist  celebrating  the  ministry  of  the 
acolyte.  Registration  fee  is  $10  with  one 
person  free  for  groups  of  seven  or  more. 
Scholarships  are  available. 

For  more  information  contact:  Lewis 
Moore  at  336-364-6311  or  919-620-9241 
or  Kirby  Smith  at  252-635-1005  or  252- 
637-1729. 
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The  117th  Annual 
Convention  of  the 
Diocese  of  East 
Carolina  is  Feb. 
17-19,  2000,  at 
the  Hilton  Inn  in 
Wilmington. 


New  priests  at  3 
of  largest  churches 

By  Scott  Nunn 
Cross  Current  Editor 

Three  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina's  larger  parishes 
have  new  rectors. 

The  Rev.  Canon  Patricia  Menne  Thomas,  Precentor  of 
Washington  National  Cathedral,  is  the  new  rector  at  Christ 
Church  in  New  Bern.  The  Rev.  A.  Michael  Singer,  for- 
merly of  St.  Luke's  Church  in  Altoona,  Pa.,  is  rector  of  St. 
Mary's  in  Kinston;  and  The  Rev.  Ron  Abrams,  currently  of 
Holy  Trinity  Fayetteville,  has  accepted  the  call  as  rector  of 
St.  James  Wilmington. 

Having  the  positions  filled  is  not  only  key  to  the  indi- 
vidual churches,  but  adds  stability  to  the  diocese,  which 
has  recently  seen  several  of  its  cardinal  churches  without 
permanent  rectors. 

Canon  Thomas,  who  starts  at  Christ  Church  on  Nov. 
1 ,  is  the  first  woman  to  lead  one  of  the  diocese's  corporate- 
size  parishes.  As  Precentor  at  the  National  Cathedral,  she 
directed  the  worship  life  of  the  Cathedral,  which  includes 
over  1,800  public  services  each  year.  She  supervised  the 
offices  of  music,  vergers,  sound  engineers  and  altar  guild. 

She  also  teaches  liturgies  at  Virginia  Theological 
Seminary,  from  which  she  received  her  Master's  of  divin- 
ity degree  in  1979  and  Doctor  of  Ministry  degrees  in 
1988.  She  was  ordained  in  1980  in  the  Diocese  of  Central 
Pennsylvania. 

During  their  time  without  a  permanent  rector,  Christ 
Church  was  featured  in  The  Living  Church  magazine  for 
its  strong  lay  leadership. 

The  Rev.  A.  Michael  Singer  had  unique  chance  to  meet 
the  members  of  St.  Mary's  Kinston.  Rev.  Singer's  first 
Sunday  was  at  Trinity  Center,  where  church  members 
were  gathered  for  their  annual  parish  retreat. 

St.  Mary's  has  been  without  a  permanent  rector  since 
the  Rev.  Canon  Phil  Craig  left  the  church  to  join  Bishop 
Daniel's  staff  as  Canon  to  the  Ordinary. 

Rev.  Singer  graduated  from  Nashotah  House  theologi- 
cal seminary  in  1980  and  was  ordained  as  a  priest  the 
same  year.  He  has  served  as  rector  of  St.  Luke's  Church  in 
Altoona,  Pa.,  since  1984. 

Rev.  Abrams  has  been  at  Holy  Trinity  Fayetteville  for 
eight  years.  He  graduated  from  Virginia  Theological 
Seminary  and  was  ordained  priest  in  1982.  He  also  served 
churches  in  Bridgehampton  and  Westhampton,  N.Y. 

He  serves  on  the  Standing  Committee  and  Executive 
Council  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  and  will  be  a 
deputy  to  General  Convention  in  Denver  in  July. 
In  other  clergy  news: 
The  Rev.  John  Pollock  of  Greenville,  S.C  .,  has  accept- 
ed a  call  to  St.  Paul's,  Clinton,  and  will  begin  his  ministry 
there  on  Nov.  28. 

The  Rev.  James  Taylor  has  left  Grace,  Whiteville  to 
serve  as  Associate  Rector  at  St.  John's,  Fayetteville. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Dupree,  a  recent  graduate  of  Virginia 
Theological  Seminary,  is  assistant  to  the  rector  and  cam- 
pus minister  at  St.  Paul's  in  Greenville. 

The  Rev.  Bill  Trimble  has  resigned  as  rector  at  St. 
Andrew's  on  the  Sound  in  Wilmington;  and  the  Rev.  Sean 
Cavenaugh  has  resigned  as  Assistant  at  St.  Andrew's  to 
take  a  position  in  Georgia. 

The  Rev.  Scotty  Brock  has  resigned  from  St.  John's 
Fayetteville  to  become  rector  of  St.  Michael's  in 
Savannah,  Ga. 
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Nurse  from  St.  Thomas  Bath  has  global  outlook 


By  KATERINA  WHITLEY 

Cross  Current  Correspondent 

Like  every  other  passing  fancy  in  this 
country,  angels  have  become  a  fad.  There 
are  programs  on  television  where  angels 
intervene  in  the  lives  of  mere  mortals;  a 
plethora  of  angel  books  is  in  the  market 
together  with  a  huge  business  on  cards  and 
statues. 

Maybe  that  is  a  good  thing;  at  best,  it 
shows  a  desperate  desire  for  the  meta- 
physical in  people's  lives. 

What  surprises  me  is  that  these  same 
people  often  don't  see  the  angels  next 
door.  When  I  become  deeply  burdened 
about  world  conditions  and  almost  cynical 
about  the  prevalent  materialism  of  the  age, 
an  angel  calls  me  out  of  the  blue.  In  all 
cases  it  is  an  ordinary  human  being  who 
has  given  up  comfort  in  order  to  plunge 
into  a  specific  kind  of  misery  with  the 
hope  of  giving  to  others  a  first-hand 


Wooden-top  tables  are  not  as  nice  as 
stainless  steel  tables  you  might  see  in  the 
United  States,  but  they  work. 

account  that  will  result  in  changes. 

Such  a  call  came  this  summer  from 
Josie  Hookway,  a  parishioner  at  St. 
Thomas,  Bath.  She  had  returned  from 
England  and  Romania  and  had  a  story  to 
share. 

Mrs.  Hookway,  a  veteran  nurse,  nurse 
midwife  and  teacher  of  nurses,  had  served 
the  Episcopal  Church  as  a  volunteer  mis- 
sionary in  the  West  Bank  in  Israel  some 
years  back,  and  we  had  shared  our  love 
and  admiration  for  the  Christians  of  the 
Middle  East. 

This  summer,  she  had  a  new  story  to 
tell.  And  after  visiting  with  her,  I  knew 
that  one  doesn't  need  to  look  far  to  find 
God's  angels  of  mercy.  They  live  among 
us,  even  in  our  diocese. 

Mrs.  Hookway  was  born  in  England 
and,  before  she  and  her  husband  emigrat- 


ed to  the  United  States,  she  had  served  as 
nurse-midwife. 

Her  friends  in  England  are  people  of 
influence  and  good  will.  They  include  the 
leaders  of  a  Cambridge  charity  named 
Medical  Support  in  Romania.  Patrick 
Colquhoun  is  the  director  of  this  concern 
which  focuses  on  promoting  high  stan- 
dards of  health  care  in  hospitals  in 
Romania. 

Mr.  Colquhoun  telephoned  Josie 
Hookway  from  England  to  ask  her  to  go  to 
Romania.  He  wanted  to  know  what  she 
would  think  of  the  level  of  the  nurses' 
training  and  how  they  are  functioning  in 
relation  to  the  patients.  In  April,  paying 
her  own  way,  she  left  for  a  week  in 
Cambridge  where  she  asked  questions 
and.  together  with  another  retired  nurse 
from  England,  flew  to  Bucharest  from 
where  she  took  an  overnight  train  to 
Zalau.  She  visited  Salaj  Hospital  for  two 
weeks. 

I  recently  had  a  chance  to  speak  with 
Mrs.  Hookway  about  her  experience  in 
Romania. 

What  is  the  hospital  like? 

Similar  to  other  hospitals  under  the 
communist  regimes  of  Central  and  Eastern 
Europe.  It  is  huge,  with  1025  beds,  much 
larger  than  our  largest  hospitals  here  with 
600  beds. 

How  big  an  area  does  it  serve? 

Zalau  has  a  population  of  71,300,  with 
the  surrounding  areas  having  37,000  peo- 
ple. The  hospital  itself  has  seven  floors 
with  21  functioning  wards  with  700  beds 
and  325  beds  in  individual  buildings  in 
other  parts  of  the  town.  They  are  served  by 
156  doctors  and  648  nurses. 

Tell  me  your  immediate  impres- 
sion. 

I  have  schooled  myself,  when  I  go  to 
another  country,  not  to  compare  the 
American  or  British  way  of  taking  care  of 
people  with  the  local  way.  They  are  so  dif- 
ferent in  so  many  ways.  You  can't  say  one 
type  of  care  is  better  than  the  other.  You 
look  at  what  they  are  doing  and  then  you 
look  at  how  they  can  supplement  what 
they  are  doing.  Because  what  they  are 
doing  is  very  good  for  their  patients 
regardless  of  lack  of  money  and  equip- 


WANT  TO  HELP? 


Josie  Hookway  would  be  delighted 
to  visit  parishes  and  groups  to  talk 
about  her  personal  witness  in 
Romania.  To  contact  her  or  send 
donations: 

212  Front  Street 
Bath,  N.C,  27808 
252-923-7741 


Once  critical  need  in  Romanian  hospitals  is  new  mattresses.  Many  are  unsanitary. 


Josie  Hookway  (second  from  left)  in  Romania  with  a  fellow  nurse  (left)  and  hosts. 


ment.  You  find  that  the  doctors  and  nurses 
are  somehow  going  to  take  care  of  that 
patient  and  send  them  home.  With  our 
western  eyes,  we  need  to  think  of  supple- 
menting their  efforts,  and  that  is  what  is 
happening  in  Romania.  In  this  country  we 
are  using  a  lot  of  disposables  and  antibi- 
otics, and  we  order  a  lot  of  tests.  That  is 
not  possible  in  a  developing  country.  They 
have  little  money  to  spend  .  Yet  the  level  of 
expertise  is  very  high.  They  know  enough 
to  take  care  of  patients. 

What  do  they  lack? 

They  have  no  money  to  put  a  bed  under 
the  patient  or  a  mattress.  A  dressing  cart 
for  instance  lacks  a  glass  top  but  has  a 
plank  of  wood  instead;  you  think  that  is 
not  very  good,  but  it  works.  You  watch  a 
nurse  drawing  blood  and  you  see  that  she 
does  it  very  well,  but  she  doesn't  have  a 
tourniquet;  so  she  uses  an  old  urinary 
catheter. 

How  can  we  support  them? 

You  begin  to  see  the  enormous  list  of 
basics  -  such  as  tourniquets,  gloves  which 
are  so  needed.  (MSR  supplies  them  now 
with  large  amounts  of  disposable  gloves.) 
Patients  and  newborns  have  no  wrist  tags 


for  identification.  These  all  cost  money. 
How  do  they  tell  the  babies  apart? 

The  newborn  has  its  name  on  a  piece  of 
cardboard  pinned  to  its  blanket  after  birth. 
What  about  needles? 
They  have  some  disposable  needles  and 
syringes,  but  mainly  they  boil  them  as  we 
did  in  the  50s.  There  is  constant  steriliza- 
tion of  equipment  going  on. 

Were  most  of  the  beds  filled? 

There  were  800  beds  constantly  filled 
while  I  was  there. 

What  did  you  recommend? 

My  main  recommendation  after  I  left 
was  for  training  of  the  staff  on  AIDS  and 
hepatitis.  But,  immediately,  for  mattresses 
for  the  patients.  They  lie  on  blood  stained, 
infected  mattresses,  soiled,  ripped,  cov- 
ered by  an  old  blanket.  They  should  be 
thrown  away,  but  then  the  patients  would 
he  on  the  springs!  You  see,  the  hospital 
functions  well,  but  there  is  nothing  left  for 
patient  care.  It  would  help  tremendously 
just  to  supply  clean  mattresses  for  the  burn 
and  surgical  units  to  begin  with. 

Continued  on  next  page 
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How  did  the  people  react  to 
your  being  there? 

Their  cooperation  is  very,  very 
good,  because  they  know  we  are  not 
going  there  to  criticize. 

Talk  to  me  a  bit  about  the 
care  of  children  and  babies.  In 
the  past  we  heard  and  saw 
such  horrific  stories  on  the 
abandoned  children  and  the 
orphanages. 

The  children  are  cared  for  with 
great  kindness  by  the  nurses  and  pedi- 
atricians. There  is  a  large  gypsy  pop- 
ulation and  many  of  them  abandon 
their  children  after  birth.  Eventually 
they  will  be  taken  to  an  orphanage, 
but  in  the  meantime  they  are  kept  in 
the  nursery  of  the  hospital. 

Tell  me  some  more  about 
the  care  of  the  children. 

In  addition  to  the  nursery,  there  is 
a  large  pediatric  ward.  When  I  went  to 
see  them  prepare  the  formula,  they 
were  using  regular  glass  bottles, 
about  a  dozen,  and  the  remaining 
three  dozen  bottles  were  Pepsi  bottles 
with  nipples  for  the  little  ones. 

So,  in  addition  to  mattress- 
es, you  see  a  great  need  for 
baby  bottles. 

Yes,  but  they  must  not  be  dispos- 
able. They  should  be  glass  bottles  to 
be  sterilized  over  and  over. 

Josie,  lets  talk  about  what 
the  people  of  the  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina  can  do.  You  see 
some  specific  needs.  Let's 
review  them. 

The  mattresses  are  an  urgent  pri- 
ority. Patients  must  not  lie  on  soiled, 
infected  mattresses. 

What  is  the  cost? 

MSR  thinks  that  $125  American 
dollars  will  buy  a  mattress. 

So,  if  a  parish  or  an  ECW 
wants  to  donate  $125  what 
do  they  do? 

If  they  will  make  the  check  out  to 
Medical  Support  in  Romania  and 
send  it  to  me,  I  will  see  that  it  gets  to 
England  and  they  will  buy  the  mat- 
tresses and  take  them  or  ship  them. 
Well,  you  know,  I  was  thinking  as  I 
was  returning  home,  what  can  one 
do?  There  is  so  much  misery  in  the 
world.  But  once  you  have  seen  a  situ- 
ation, you  cannot  turn  your  eyes 
away.  So  I  decided  I  would  not  turn 
my  eyes  away. 


Presiding  Bishop's  Fund 
for  World  Relief 
Turkey  Earthquake  Relief 

P.O.Box  12043 
Newark,  N.J.  07101 
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Keeping 
the  Faith 
on  Campus 


College 
students  mix 
academics 
with  lessons 
of  life  and  faith 


ECU  campus  minister  Charles 
Dupree  of  St.  Paul's  with  students 
and  staff.  Below,  sign  at  St.  Paul's. 


By  The  Rev.  Charles  Dupree 
ECU  Campus  Minister 

On  August  18  at  8  a.m.  the  fall  semester 
began  at  East  Carolina  University. 

After  a  long  day  of  getting  computers  and 
laptops  set  up,  taking  the  first  of  many  notes 
and  sorting  through  countless  syllabi,  many 
Episcopal  students  at  ECU  ended  the  hectic  day 
with  worship  and  fellowship. 

Only  a  block  away  from  campus,  St.  Paul's 
Episcopal  Church  was  a  welcoming  space  to 
which  students  could  come  and  surround  them- 
selves with  a  bit  of  familiarity:  the  Episcopal 
Church,  its  prayers  and  songs. 

St.  Paul's  offers  one  of  two  campus  ministry 
programs  in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina. 
Church  of  the  Servant,  near  UNC- Wilmington, 
offers  the  other. 

Campus  ministries  in  the  diocese  are  design- 
ed to  provide  safe  places  for  college  students  to 
grow  in  mind  and  in  spirit. 

Typically,  a  casual  worship  service  is  fol- 
lowed by  a  free  meal  prepared  by  church  vol- 
unteers. A  program  of  some  sort  may  follow 
the  meal.  But  whatever  format  the  campus 
ministry  organization  may  follow,  the  underly- 
ing purpose  is  the  same:  providing  a  safe, 
familiar  and  comfortable  place  where  students 


can  come  together  as  a  community  of  faith  to 
share  and  grow  in  the  body  of  Christ. 

The  discussion  topic  for  that  first  night  at  St. 
Paul's  was  Journey.  The  reading  from  Luke 
24:28-32  spoke  of  the  journey  on  which  the 
unrecognized  Lord  took  the  disciples.  Only 
when  the  bread  was  broken  did  the  disciples 
recognize  the  Risen  Christ.  Students  shared 
their  journeys,  which  proved  as  varied  as  the 
individuals  themselves.  But  they  were  all  able 
to  recognize  God  as  they  looked  back  in  the 
winding  paths  of  their  lives  and  they  all  looked 
to  Jesus  Christ  a  their  journeys'  end. 

If  your  child  is  at  ECU  or  UNCW,  please 
contact  the  campus  ministry  program  and  one 
of  the  campus  ministers  will  include  them  in 
their  correspondence. 

Some  say  that  going  off  to  college  may  be 
the  beginning  of  the  end  of  a  person's  church 
life.  The  parishes  near  educational  institutions 
are  in  place  to  stop  that  from  happening. 

Christ's  church  is  a  church  where,  even  in 
the  midst  of  an  unfamiliar  place,  everyone  may 
come  and  call  home. 

For  more  information  about  campus  min- 
istries, contact  the  Rev.  Charles  Dupree  at  St. 
Paul's  in  Greenville,  252-752-3482,  or  the  Rev. 
Joe  Cooper  at  Church  of  the  Servant  in 
Wilmington,  910-642-4784. 


Welcome  All  Students: 
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Conference  leaders 
Dorothy  Papadakos 
and  Dent  Davidson. 


Music  Retreat 
Is  Just  Divine 

By  Scott  Nunn 
Cross  Current  Editor 

The  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  Music  Conference  moved  into  its 
second  decade  looking  to  the  future. 

The  1 1th  annual  conference,  held  at  Trinity  Center,  was  led  by 
two  young  bright-stars  in  the  Episcopal  Church  —  Dorothy 
Papadakos,  organist  of  the  Cathedral  of  St.  John  the  Divine  in  New 
York  City,  and  Dent  Davidson,  liturgist  and  musical  associate  of  St. 
Mark's  Cathedral,  Seattle.  Both  musicians  are  active  composers 
and  have  works  in  the  new  Wonder,  Love  and  Praise  supplement  to 
the  Hymnal  1982. 

The  other  bright  young  stars  on  hand  —  along  with  a  large  group 
of  adults  —  were  the  more  than  20  children  who  attended  the  work- 
shop, more  than  doubling  the  number  from  last  year,  the  first  year 
the  conference  had  offered  a  children's  program. 

Highlights  of  the  conference  included  Evensong  at  First 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Morehead  City,  featuring  the  Schola 
Cantorum  and  the  conference  youth  choir,  and  the  closing  service 
in  the  Centrum,  where  Bishop  Daniel  celebrated  Eucharist  before  a 
standing  room  only  congregation. 


OF  NOTE 


Gloucester  Cathedral 
singers  in  Ahoskie 

St.  Thomas  Church  in  Ahoskie 
will  host  the  Saint  Cecilia  Singers,  a 
mixed  choir  from  Gloucester 
Cathedral  in  England,  on 
Wednesday,  Oct.  27  at  7:30  p.m. 


The  first  half  of  the  program  will 
feature  classic  British  church  music. 
The  second  half  of  the  concert  will 
feature  folk  songs  and  spirituals 

Call  St.  Thomas  at  252-332-3263 
for  more  information. 


St.  Paul's  Wilmington 
adding  gallery  organ 

Thanks  to  a  gift  to  the  church,  St. 
Paul's  Wilmington  is  adding  a 
gallery  organ.  The  organ,  in  the  rear 
balcony,  will  feature  an  8'  Festival 
Trumpet  as  well  as  8'  Principal,  4' 


Octave,  11-11 1  Mixture,  8'  Gedeckt,  4' 
Block  Flute  and  2'  Spitz  Flute.  The 
organ,  given  in  memory  of  John  W. 
and  Hazel  J.  Savage,  can  be  played 
from  a  manual  in  the  gallery  or  from 
the  church's  main  38-rank  GouWing 
and  Wood  organ. 

The  organ  will  be  dedicated  Jan. 
19  with  a  recital. 


Send  information  for  the  Music  Calendar  to:  Betsy  Overton,  St.  Thomas  Church,  P.O.  Box  263,  Ahoskie,  N.C.,  27910 
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Oct.  15-17: 

Happening  #34,  for 
2nd  Semester  9- 12 
graders,  Trinity 
Center 

Oct.  29-31 :  Senior 
High  Diocesan  Youth 
Event,  Trinity  Center 

Nov.  13-14:  New 

Beginnings  #24,  for 
2nd-semester  7-9 
graders,  Trinity 
Center 

Dec.  27-Jan.  1 : 

Winterlight,  Youth 
Conference  for 
Grades  9-12,  Kanuga 
Conference  Center 

Contact  Carol  Taylor, 
Youth  Ministries 
Coordinator,  1-888- 
622-0885. 


: 

II: 


Going  National 

EC  youth  experience  church's  diversity  at  national  conference 


By  Carol  Taylor 
Diocesan  Youth  Coordinator 

The  Episcopal  Youth  Event  was  held  at 
Indiana  State  University,  July  27- August  1, 
1999  for  1,500  youth  from  across  the  country. 
Each  diocese  across  the  United  States  sent 
youths  to  join  in  this  huge  event  offered  every 
three  years  to  9th- 12th  grades. 

The  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  had  a  group  of 
15  who  journeyed  to  Indiana  to  join  in  this 
event:  Shields  Overton,  St.  Thomas,  Ahoskie; 
Latrisha  Jenkins,  St.  Cyprian's,  New  Bern; 


Will  Albritton,  Trinity,  Chocowinity;  Ramel 
Parks,  St.  Augustine's,  Kinston;  Ellision 
Sieck,  St.  Paul's,  Edenton;  Amanda  Fairley, 
St.  Phillip's,  Southport;  Mike  Peterson,  St. 
Timothy's,  Greenville;  Corbie  Hill,  St. 
Thomas;  Valmus  Lockhart,  St.  Augustine's, 
Kinston;  Heather  Skinner;  Janie  Finnin, 
Church  of  the  Servant,  Wilmington;  Tyler 
Jenkins,  Holy  Trinity,  Fayetteville;  Adult 
advisers:  Vicki  and  Richard  Peterson,  St. 
Timothy's,  Greenville;  and  Carol  Taylor, 
Diocesan  Youth  Coordinator. 

It  was  a  week  full  of  many  voices,  much 


music  and  worship  and  the  opportunity  to 
gather  with  youth  from  across  the  country. 
The  Presiding  Bishop  was  a  part  of  the  week 
and  fully  integrated  throughout  the  activities 
and  program. 

A  cultural  carnival  was  held  one  evening 
where  each  diocese  shared  something  native 
to  their  area.  Our  group  had  a  shag  dance 
booth  and  many  joined  in  to  the  tunes  of 
beach  music.  Also  one  evening,  workshops 
were  given  in  which  youth  from  our  diocese 
led  "swing"  lessons. 


The  most 
rewarding  part  of 
going  to  EYE  was 
being  able  to 
experience  the 
extreme  diversity 
among  all  of  the 
participants  who 
came  from  every- 
where.' 
Mike  Peterson 


'It  really  opened 
my  eyes  to  how  dif- 
ferent each  region 
is,  even  the  dioce- 
ses within  our 
state;  yet.we  are 
one  body.  I  really 
felt  rewarded  by  the 
diversity  in  this 

conference.' 
Heather  Skinner 


'EYE  was  a  great 
spiritual  experience 
for  me.  I  learned  a 
great  deal  about 
different  genders, 
races,  etc.  I  feel  it 
is  a  great  place  for 
an  Episcopal 
youth  to 
grow.' 
Will  Albritton 


'The  cultural  car- 
nival was  a  gather- 
ing of  each 
diocese's 
unique  features. 
These  ranged  from 
Tennessee  Moon 
Pies  ...  to  steel 
drums  and  music 
from  the  Virgin 

Islands.' 
Amanda  Fairley 


'It  was  interest- 
ing to  exchange 
stories  and  experi- 
ences with  these 

people  and  to 
walk  around  and 
participate  in  the 
Cultural  Carnival.' 

Ellison  Sieck 


YOUTH  MINISTRY  NEWS 


COOKIE  CANTWELL,  YOUTH  MINISTRIES       THE  1999  YOUTH  COMMISSION  met  at 


Coordinator,  St.  James,  Wilmington 
has  been  appointed  by  Province  IV  to  serve 
as  the  Coordinator  for  the  Province  IV  Youth 
Ministry  Network  across  the  Southeast.  She 
will  be  responsible  for  providing  support  and 
visioning  for  youth  ministry  with  20  dioceses 
within  Province  IV. 


Trinity  Center  August  21-23,  1999  to  begin 
their  year  of  planning  youth  conferences  for 
this  school  calender  year.  It  was  a  productive 
weekend  with  lots  of  planning  and  excitement 
for  this  school  year. 


YOUTH  MINISTRY  PACKETS  with  confer- 
ence information  for  youth  in  rising  7th-12th 
grades  are  available  in  your  parishes  through 
the  clergy  or  youth  advisers.  For  more  infor- 
mation call  Carol  Taylor,  at  the  Diocesan 
office  in  Kinston. 


PRAYERS  OF  THANKSGIVING  FROM  OUR  4TH-6TH  GRADERS  AT  DISCOVERERS  IV:  I  am  thankful  for  my  family,  friends,  Gc 
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ONE  FOR  THE  AGES 

Camp  Trinity  wraps  up  20th  Century  with  record  numbers 


By  Carol  Taylor 
Diocesan  Youth  Coordinator 

Another  stellar  summer  has  come  to  a 
close  this  season  for  Camp  Trinity.  It  was  a 
packed  summer  with  563  campers  partici- 
pating in  our  9  weeks  of  summer  camp.  The 
largest  number  ever  to  attend  Camp  Trinity! 
The  days  were  filled  with  lots  of  play,  song, 
laughter,  worship  and  teachings  for  each 
session  of  campers. 

Many  children  blessed  the  lives  of  the  tal- 
ented staff  who  served  in  this  ministry  over 
the  summer.  The  gift  of  childhood  is  so  very 
dear.  Trinity  opens  the  doors  for  our  children 
to  discover,  be  affirmed  and  live  in  a  commu- 
nity of  faith.  God's  presence  is  always  so  evi- 
dent as  we  go  through  the  hours  of  the  day 
as  you  hear  the  voices  of  children,  their 
excitement,  enthusiasm  and  love  for  the 
experience  of  camping. 

The  staff  for  the  summer  of  1999  were  a 
wonderful  group  of  young  adults  whose  call 
to  this  ministry  was  so  real  as  you  watched 
them  interact  with  great  joy  with  the  children. 
The  staff  are  truly  called  to  be  in  relationship 
with  children  as  many  of  them  giving  back  to 
the  community  what  they  feel  they  received 
when  they  were  campers  in  years  past. 

The  noise  of  our  daily  routine  was  so  rich 
as  you  could  hear  the  chants  of  their  camp- 
ing rituals  ringing  across  Trinity  Center.  The 
giggles  you  experience  in  your  gut  from 
being  with  campers  indeed  inspires  you  as 
the  children  welcome  the  next  moment  of 
their  day  with  great  anticipation. 

Just  think.. .at  lunch  to  go  over  the  busy 


schedule  of  the  afternoon  and  then  sing 
loudly  the  song  for  one  of  the  best  hours  of 
the  day. ..REST  PERIOD). ...really  makes 
you  laugh.  Yes,  even  the  carmpers  need  a 
break  along  with  the  staff  for  Re-creation  for 
the  afternoon.  Our  rest  period  song  (Of 
course  accompanied  with  hand  motions)  is 
as  follows: 

Horizontal,  Horizontal, 
Lying  Flat,  Lying  flat, 
Everybody's  quiet, 
No  time  for  a  riot, 
Shut  your  trap, 
Take  a  nap. 
Also,  the  Chaplains  who  joined  us  weekly 
were  a  tremendous  addition  to  our  experi- 
ences and  joined  in  the  campers  day  partici- 
pating in  their  activities.  The  presence  of 
clergy  and  laity  from  across  the  Diocese  is  a 
special  addition  to  our  program  as  we 
endeavor  to  integrate  faith  development  in 
the  camp  experience.  Our  gratitude  is  given 
to  all  those  who  added  so  much  to  our  sum- 


mer program  in  this  way. 

Adventurers  Camp  was  once  again  a 
marvelous  week  for  campers  with  mental 
and  physical  disabilities  to  gather  for  their 
cherished  week  at  Camp  Trinity.  Each  year 
on  opening  day  it  is  like  a  huge  family 
reunion  as  old  campers  and  new  campers 
arrive.  This  camp  is  made  possible  by  the 
huge  gift  of  time,  talent  and  love  which  a 
number  of  people  give  as  volunteer  compan- 
ions. Our  deepest  thanks  goes  to  this  group 
of  volunteers  who  gave  such  outstanding 
care  of  our  campers  throughout  their  camp 
session. 

For  the  fifth  summer,  we  hosted  four 
Puerto  Rican  youth  from  our  companion  dio- 
cese as  campers  at  Senior  High  Camp. 
These  youth  apply  and  are  selected  as  lead- 
ers from  Puerto  Rico  to  attend  Camp  Trinity 
each  summer.  We  rejoice  in  this  connection 
which  we  have  had  with  our  Companion 
Diocese  youth. 

On  our  last  day  of  camp  this  summer,  we 
made  it  millennium  day  for  Camp  Trinity.  We 
recalled  each  of  the  activities  of  the  day  of 
the  last  camp  day  of  the  millennium  for 
Camp  "T,"  the  last  swim  lessons,  last  morn- 
ing program,  last  worship  service,  last  can- 
teen, last  lunch,  the  last  supper,  the  last 
dance,  last  campfire  and  last  lights  out  for 
the  summer  of  1999.  With  that  in  mind,  their 
was  anticipation  of  great  excitement  for  next 
summer  in  greeting  a  beginning  of  the  mil- 
lennium of  Camp  Trinity.  It  will  begin  a  new 
decade  and  beyond  of  many  generations  to 
continue  and  begin  at  Camp  Trinity.  Indeed 
how  exciting! 


1999  Camp  Trinity  Staff 

Director  of  Summer  Camps,  Carol  Taylor;  Associate 
Camp  Director,  Penn  Perry;  Assistant  Camp  Director: 
Matt  Livengood;  Program  Coordinator,  Adam 
Livengood;  Activities  Coordinator,  Austin  Motteler, 
Assist.  Activities  Coordinator,  Allison  Brown;  Arts  and 
Crafts,  Kathryn  Glick;  Music,  Matt  Vaughn;  Waterfront 
Coordinator,  John  Acee;  Boat  Lifeguard:  Betsy  Emory; 
Boat  Lifeguard,  Erin  Ratliff;  Pool  Lifeguard,  Karen 
Murphy;  Pool  Lifeguard,  Anne  Pegram;  Counselors: 
Katie  Bradbury,  Meg  Howes,  Hollins  Gause,  Elizabeth 
Pegram,  Monte  Mills,  Bo  Walker,  Robin  Beatty,  Chip 
Howes.  Nurses:  Judy  Glick,  Linda  Thornton;  Ginger 
Powell,  SueWoolard. 


-^UDHJ.  IUD  J    X|JIUD^  AW  JOJ.  |n^UDLj4.  WD  J  '\O\0  p00|q  D  pDLj  J  U3L|M  3AI|D  301  SwfolBy  JO^  pO^  >|UDL|4.  0+  4.UD/M  I  dtUDD  6ui3q 


tod  ,  dog,  cat,  teacher,  Camp  Trinity,  house  and  today!  God,  thank  you  for  a  great  week  at  Camp  Trinity  and  the  Camp  Trinity  Staff. 
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Explorers  I  Rev.  Michael  Nation 
Senior  High  Rev.  Pam  Stringer 
Discoverers  I  Rev.  Matt  Stockard 
and  Rev.  David  Stout 
Adventurers  Rev.  Phil  Glick  and 
Mrs.  Vickie  Peterson 
Explorers  II  Rev.  Sean 
Cavenaugh 

Discoverers  II  Mrs.  Cookie 
Cantwell 

Explorers  III  Rev.  Charles  Gill 
Discoverers  II  Rev.  Tom 
Rickenbaker 

Discoverers  III  Rev.  Barbara 
Chaffee  and  Rev.  Tom  Chaffee 

Photos  courtesy  of  Carol  Taylor 
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Is  it  time  for  a  spiritual  reboot? 


By  Antoinette  Anglin 

So  much  is  being  said 
about  Y2K:  We  all  want  to 
be  sure  our  computer 
hardware  and  software 
will  function  smoothly, 
without  interruption  when  the  year 
rolls  over  to  "00." 

I  can't  help  wondering  what  people 
are  doing  about  getting  their  own 
'systems'  ready  for  such  a  major 
transition  —  emotionally,  mentally, 
spiritually  and  physically.  What 
steps  can  we  take  to  enter  the  future 
with  confidence? 

One  of  the  things  I  have  learned 
from  studying  the  psychology  of 
C.G.  Jung  is  how  people  tend  to 
"project"  whatever  is  unfamiliar  or 
rejected  in  their  own  nature  onto 
someone  or  something  else,  as  a 
quality  to  be  loathed  or  admired. 
Hardly  anybody  seems  to  know  this, 
so  we  don't  use  it  as  a  tool  for 
increasing  our  awareness.  Instead, 
this  habit  remains  largely  uncon- 
scious, causing  a  lot  of  conflict  and 
misunderstanding.  As  a  small  contri- 
bution to  peace  and  harmony  in  the 
world  we  can  all  seek  out  and  restore 
our  own  "lost  sheep."  In  the  new 


millennium.  I  want  access  to  all  of 
my  faculties! 

Another  wasted  source  of  informa- 
tion, highly  regarded  in  "Bible 
times,"  is  the  symbolic  content  of 
our  dreams.  Of  course,  not  every 
dream  is  a  'big'  dream,  but  it  is  a 
unique  and  truthful  form  of  commu- 
nication from  another  layer  of  the 
psyche.  Conscious  life  in  a  new  mil- 
lennium can  benefit  from  what  we 
learn  both  day  and  night.  (A  caution: 
no  dimestore  dream  dictionary  will 
do.  Relearning  symbolic  language  is 
a  long-term  project.  Remembering  is 
the  place  to  start.  If  you  remember 
part  of  a  dream,  write  it  down.  Just 
live  with  it  a  while  and  see  what  it 
suggests.) 

Here  are  some  relevant  "programs, 
upgrades,  and  patches:" 

Think  new  thoughts.  Balance  work 
and  play.  Laugh  often  (but  not  at 
someone  else's  expense).  Travel 
light,  at  home  and  abroad.  Eat  some- 
thing so  good  it  changes  your  life. 
Savor  simple  pleasures  (Epicurius 
appreciated  life,  he  wasn't  a  glutton). 
Exercise  regularly  (OK.  You  already 
knew  this  one.  I'm  just  finding  out). 
Offer  every  tenth  breath— a  tithe— as 
an  outpouring  of  goodwill  to  all  of 


creation.  Start  paying  attention  to 
your  dreams,  your  serendipitous 
intuitions,  your  undeveloped  talents. 
Learn  to  do  something  you'll  never 
be  especially  good  at.  but  enjoy  any- 
way. Do  something  generous  for 
which  it  is  not  possible  to  receive 
any  credit.  Pretend  everybody  else 
will  get  into  heaven  before  you  do, 
and  rejoice  on  their  account.  Greet 
experience  as  a  teacher.  Pay  atten- 
tion in  class.  Have  a  conversation 
with  what  you  would  like  to  avoid.  If 
you  have  a  passion,  follow  it  to  its 
Source. 

Honor  the  mystery  at  the  heart  of 
things.  Cultivate  your  relationship 
with  Silence.  Welcome  Truth,  how- 
ever it  chooses  to  present  Itself. 

"...  the  divine  plan  is  to  transform 
human  nature  into  the  divine,  not  by 
giving  it  some  special  role  or  excep- 
tional powers,  but  by  enabling  it  to 
live  ordinary  life  with  extraordinary 
love." 

—  Thomas  Keating 

Antoinette  Anglin  is  the 
Organist  and  Choirmaster  at  St. 
Mary's.  Kinston,  and  a  member 
of  the  Spiritual  Resources 
Commission. 


DONNA  MOORE 


PELICAN  HOUSE 

A  Quiet  House  at  Trinity  Center 

For  information  and  reservations  cal  252-222-0855 


Fall  Quiet  Day,October  14 
9-4  at  Trinity  Center 
The  Rev.  Elizabeth  Oakes,  ObJN, 
leader 

The  spiritual  resources  Commission  is 
pleased  to  announce  plans  for  a  Fall 
Quiet  Day  at  Trinity  Center.  Fall  is  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  seasons  at  Trinity 
Center  and  a  great  time  to  make  a 


retreat. 

The  Rev.  Beth  Oakes  of  Walnut  Creek, 
Calif.,  will  provide  meditations  for  the  day.  Rev. 
Oakes  is  Warden  of  Oblates  in  the  Order  of 
Julian  of  Norwich,  the  schedule  will  include 
two  meditations,  Morning  and  Noonday 
Prayers  and  closing  Eucharist.  Spiritual  direc- 
tion will  be  available. 

You  may  register  by  calling  the  diocesan 


office  at  252-522-0885  or  1-888-622-4778. 
Registration  fee  is  $12  due  on  arrival.  The  fee 
includes  lunch.  If  rooms  are  available,  you 
may  come  the  night  before. 

Advent  Retreat 

The  1999  Advent  Retreat  will  be  Dec.  3-5  at 
Trinity  Center  and  will  be  led  by  the  Rev.  sister 
Rosina  Ampah,  OSH. 


Sister  Rosina  is  a  member  of  the  Order  of 
St.  Helena  and  lives  at  the  Convent  of  St. 
Helena  in  Augusta,  Ga.  She  is  originally  from 
Africa  and  has  offered  her  ministry  across  the 
world.  Last  year  she  served  as  a  Chaplain  at 
the  Lambeth  Conference  in  England. 

Registration  information  will  be  available  in 
the  next  issue  of  Cross  Current  or  you  can  call 
the  diocese  office. 


'pAiiTSTnruii' 


By  Gari  Eberhardt 

Several  common  threads  weave 
through  out  prevention  of  and 
coping  with  disease  processes: 
appropriate  exercises,  a  health- 
ful diet,  appropriate  weight  and 

body  fat. 

All  of  these  help  in  preventing  all  types 
of  cancer,  hypertension,  high  cholesterol, 
diabetes,  stroke,  cardiovascular  diseases, 
stress  related  problems  and  most  any  other 
disease  except  for  genetic  diseases  and 
communicable  diseases. 

I  want  to  direct  your  attention  to  one  of 
the  magic  threads  mentioned,  appropriate 
weight  and  body  fat.  A  new  treatment, 
Orlistat,  prescribed  for  weight  reduction 
and  weight  maintenance  along  with  prop- 
er dietary  restriction  and  lifestyle  modifi- 
cations has  been  discovered.  This  means 
when  used  in  conjunction  with  a  reduced- 
calorie  diet  and  behaviors  that  enhance 


New  drug  helps  fight  obesity 


health,  Orlistat  will  help  to  reduce  weight 
and  also  help  to  keep  the  weight  off. 

Sometimes  it  seems  that  the  less  we  eat 
the  bigger  we  get.  This  may  be  true 
because  your  body  is  alerting  your  body's 
food  processor  to  make  everything  turn  to 
fat.  The  body  feels  as  if  it  is  being  starved. 

One  way  to  manage  this  problem  is  to 
eat  "small"  meals  of  low  carbohydrates 
and  fats  throughout  the  day.  Exercise 
enhances  the  weight  loss  process  and  is 
recommended.  If  you  have  an  existing 
health  problem,  check  with  your  doctor. 

Keep  in  mind  that  we  are  discussing 
weight  reduction  not  cardiovascular  exer- 
cises for  the  heart.  Exercising  can  be  as 
simple  as  a  walk  three  times  a  week  or 
exercises  that  are  based  on  your  present 
physical  condition.  It  is  recommended  that 


you  exercise  every  other  day  in  order  for 
your  muscles  to  rest,  especially  if  you  are 
doing  strenuous  exercises. 

Over  the  counter  and  some  prescription 
drugs  for  weight  reduction  can  have  a 
dangerous  effect,  but  as  recent  as  this  past 
May  a  new  prescription  medication, 
Orlistat  (Xenical),  was  cleared  by  the 
FDA  to  be  used  for  weight  loss  and  weight 
maintenance,  when  used  in  conjunction 
with  proper  diet  and  lifestyle. 

Orlistat  does  not  suppress  appetite  but 
prevents  the  breakdown  of  dietary  triglyc- 
erides into  free  fatty  acids  and  monoglyc- 
erides,  preventing  triglyceride  absorption. 
Of  the  fat  that  one  consumes,  30  percent  is 
reduced  when  the  drug  is  taken  as  the 
manufacturer  recommends. 

People  taking  Orlistat  have  shown 


improvement  in  total  cholesterol,  LDL 
cholesterol,  LDL  to  HDL  ratio,  triglyc- 
erides and  apolipoprotein  B.  People  with 
type  2  diabetes  benefit  from  Orlistat  ther- 
apy by  reducing  weight  while  improving 
both  glycemic  control  and  lipid  parame- 
ters. The  most  common  adverse  effects 
from  Orlistat  has  been  gastrointestinal 
problems.  Orlistat  offers  your  physician 
and  you  a  novel  pharmacologic  approach 
to  the  management  of  obesity,  but  remem- 
ber if  you  do  not  combine  Orlistat  with  a 
healthful  diet  and  lifestyle  change,  it  will 
not  work  for  you. 

God  bless  you  with  a  healthful  body,  a 
loving  heart  and  a  peaceful  soul. 

Gari  Eberhardt,  parish  nurse  at  St. 
Andrews  On-the-Sound  in  Wilmington,  is 
a  registered  nurse  and  certified  congre- 
gational nurse.  This  column  is  for  gener- 
al educational  purposes.  You  should  con- 
sult your  physician  for  specific  problems. 
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Jacksonville  opens  arms  for  Kosovo  refugees 


F 


By  Judy  Castranova 
Diocesan  Refugee  Coordinator 

rom  the  minute  the  United  States  declared  its 
intention  to  rescue  20,000  ethnic  Albanians 
from  Macedonian  refugee  camps,  the  phone  at 
Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry  began  ringing. 
People  from  all  over  East  Carolina  wanted  to 

help. 

There  was  no  guarantee  that  any  Kosovars  would  be 
sent  to  East  Carolina,  however,  unless  an  Albanian  trans- 
lator could  be  found.  (Albanian  is  not  widely  spoken,  and 
translators  are  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  find.) 
Miraculously,  Peter  Vucinaj,  a  resident  of  Emerald  Isle 
and  Chief  of  Staff  Naval  officer  stationed  at  Camp 
Lejeune,  volunteered  his  services.  Peter  is  an  ethnic 
Albanian,  born  in  Yugoslavia. 

Jacksonville  became  the  obvious  resettlement  site.  The 
Onslow  County  Refugee  Council  was  formed  and  repre- 
sented a  cross-section  of  Jacksonville  residents,  coming 
from  many  different  church  backgrounds. 

On  June  16,  two  Kosovar  Albanian  families  who  had 
escaped  to  refugee  camps  in  Macedonia  came  to  a  small 
town  with  very  big  arms.  Two  Jacksonville  families 
opened  their  homes  and  hearts  to  temporarily  house  the 
refugees. 

The  first  family,  29-year  old  Bajram  Ramizi,  his  25- 
year  old  wife,  Suzane  and  his  24-year  old  sister,  Ramize, 
were  all  employed  and  working  by  July  7. 

Of  the  second  family,  60-year  old  Azem  Osmani  began 
working  June  21.  Azem's  wife,  Fatime,  and  son,  Riad, 
studied  English,  and  Riad  also  worked  part-time.  After 
the  two  families  were  settled  in  their  own  apartment,  the 
Council  was  amazed  to  discover  that  one  of  their  neigh- 
bors, Tina  Valentino,  speaks  Albanian.  She  has  become  a 
frequent  visitor  to  the  apartment  and  has  assisted  with 
translating. 


Ramize  Ramizi  (left),  24,  with  her  brother,  Bajram 
Ramizi,  29,  and  his  wife,  Suzane,  25.  The  Ramizis, 
soon  to  be  parents  of  their  first  child,  have  decided 
to  make  their  home  in  the  United  States. 

On  July  12,  the  U.S.  announced  its  plan  to  help  Kosovar 
refugees  return  home.  Any  Kosovars  wanting  to  stay  in 
the  U.  S.  could  remain  and  work  toward  citizenship. 
Those  wanting  to  return  to  Kosovo  at  any  time  up  to  May 
1 ,  2000,  would  be  assisted  in  their  return. 

The  Ramizis,  soon  to  be  parents  of  their  first  child, 
have  decided  to  make  their  home  in  the  United  States. 
They  are  trying  to  locate  other  family  members  who  may 
be  able  to  join  them  here. 

Riad  Osmani  was  eager  to  return  to  Kosovo  to  locate  his 
intended  bride  and  to  help  rebuild  his  country.  His  moth- 


NEW  NUMBERS 


Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry  has  new  phone 
numbers.  Judy  Castranova  is  contact  person 
for  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina. 

Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry 
1320  Commerce  Drive,  Unit  #2 
New  Bern,  N.C.  28562 
Phones:  252-633-9009 
252-638-8705 
Fax:  252-638-7570 
E-maii:  judi@newbernnc.com 


er  and  father  reluctantly  accompanied  him  on  August  1 1 . 
Before  the  family  departed,  Azem,  through  an  interpreter, 
said:  "When  we  go  home,  I  do  not  know  what  I  will  find. 
I  will  never  forget  the  kindness.  When  I  go  back,  I  will 
tell  the  story  of  how  I  was  welcomed  with  open  hands.  I 
will  tell  it  to  anyone  who  stops,  from  the  youngest  child 
to  the  oldest  man." 

No  sooner  had  the  Osmanis  left  Jacksonville  than  the 
Council  opened  its  arms  wide  again  and  received  another 
Kosovar  family.  On  August  1 1 ,  Council  members,  the 
Ramizis  and  Tina  Valentino  welcomed  44-year  old 
Bajram  Fana,  his  37-year  old  wife  Fizrije,  and  their  three 
children.  At  the  same  time,  members  of  First  Presbyterian 
Church  along  with  Peter  Vucinaj  and  Judy  Castranova 
greeted  yet  another  Albanian  family:  45-year  old  Idriz 
Zeneli,  his  32-year  old  wife  Adifete,  and  their  three  chil- 
dren. Both  families  had  all  their  possessions  in  one  bag. 

Unlike  the  Osmanis  and  Ramizis,  these  two  new 
arrivals  will  not  have  the  option  of  an  assisted  return  to 
Kosovo.  Any  Kosovars  entering  the  U.  S.  after  July  31 
will  be  processed  like  all  other  refugees,  with  the  intent  of 
permanent  resettlement  in  our  country. 


The  Mission  Team  of  Holy  Trinity  Fayetteville 
spent  the  end  of  June  doing  volunteer  work 
in  Appalachia.  Eleven  youths  and  six  adults 
helped  work  on  houses  in  the  impoverished 
areas. 

The  group  also  hosted  overnight  a  youth  mission 
team  from  from  Virginia  en  route  to  a  project  in 
Georgia. 

The  Mission  Team  is  already  planning  for  its  trip  to 
Honduras  next  June. 

Seventeen  members  of  the  EYC  and  chaperones 
from  St.  Timothy's  Greenville  participated  in  a  mission 
trip  to  Washington  over  the  summer. 

The  group  stayed  in  the  basement  at  Capitol  Hill 
Presbyterian  Church  and  worked  at  D.C.  Central 
kitchen  and  at  SOME  (So  Others  Might  Eat). 

D.C.  Central  Kitchen  serves  as  a  central  food  clear- 
inghouse, taking  otherwise  wasted  food  from  restau- 
rants and  other  places  and  distributing  it  to  various  shel- 
ters and  centers. 

SOME  offers  three  meals  a  day  as  well  as  substance- 
abuse  counseling  and  low-income  housing. 

The  youth  from  St.  Timothy's  offered  these  com- 
ments: 


The  Mission  Team  of  Holy  Trinity  Fayetteville 
spent  the  end  of  June  doing  volunteer  work  in 
Appalachia.  Eleven  youths  and  six  adults  helped 
work  on  houses  in  the  impoverished  areas. 

"I  thought  a  lot  about  the  huge  variety  of  people  who 
would  be  touched  by  my  service." 

"The  homeless  have  a  story  that  is  worth  telling  and 
we  need  to  listen  more." 

"These  are  children  of  God  just  like  us. 

"Tonight  when  I  talk  to  God  I  will  say  thanks  for 


everything  I  don't  usually  appreciate." 

The  group  also  participated  in  the  Pentecost  Sunday 
Celebration  at  the  National  Cathedral. 

44444 

St.  James  in  Wilmington  will  open  its  winter  home- 
less shelter  on  Nov.  1.  This  is  the  fifth  year  of  opera- 
tion for  the  shelter,  which  provides  a  warm  and  safe 
overnight  shelter,  meeting  a  critical  need  for  the  area's 
homeless  during  the  winter  months. 

Last  year  the  shelter  hosted  more  than  300  different 
guests  with  more  than  5,000  overnight  visits,  averaging 
more  than  32  guests  each  night.  More  than  250  people 
volunteered  to  staff  the  shelter. 

Call  the  church  at  910-763-1628  for  more  informa- 
tion. 


SHARE  THE  GOOD  NEWS 


Is  your  church  participating  in  an  outreach 
project?  Cross  Current  wants  to  share  the  good 
news.  Send  stories  and  photos  to: 

Scott  Nunn 
Cross  Current  Editor 
2112  Brandon  Road 
Wilmington,  N.C,  28405 


Churches  in  the  eye  of  a  storm 


By  Katerina  Whitley 
Cross  Current  Correspondent 

t.  Thomas  Episcopal  Church  in 
Ahoskie  near  the  northernmost 
part  of  the  diocese.  Betsy 
Overton,  choir  director,  secretary 
and  EC W  president,  answers  the 
phone  and  tries  to  talk  over  the  noise. 

We  are  the  Red  Cross  Crisis  Relief  Center, 
she  explains.  "I  am  so  proud  of  our  church," 
she  adds.  "We  have  had  about  20  volunteers 
coming  and  going.  Five  of  our  own  parish 
families  have  been  affected  by  the  floods." 

Mrs.  Overton  explains  that  because  of  the 
lack  of  electricity  she  did  not  know  what  was 
happening  to  the  rest  of  the  area  for  several 
days. 

"I  woke  up  this  morning  and  started  crying. 
I  have  not  had  proper  awareness  of  what  peo- 
ple go  through  in  times  of  disaster.  When  elec- 
tric power  was  restored  I  was  in  a  state  of 
shock.  I  saw  a  nightmare  unfolding." 

She  says  that  Ahoskie  has  pockets  of 
destruction  —  a  middle-class  neighborhood 
is  under  water,  a  trailer  park  is  pitiful,  a  pre- 
dominantly African-American  neighborhood 
is  not  livable. 

The  Church  of  the  Advent  in  Williamston 
worshiped  in  the  parish  hall  on  Sunday 
because  of  the  electrical  hazard  from  water 
standing  in  the  undercroft.  But  all  the  parish- 
ioners and  the  town  consider  themselves 
extremely  fortunate.  So  they  turn  their  atten- 
tion to  nearby  Windsor,  which  has  been  an 
island  of  flooded  buildings  and  farms  for  a 
week. 

As  soon  as  the  road  became  passable  on 
Tuesday,  Church  of  the  Advent  rector,  James 
Horton,  took  $2,000  in  cash  together  with 
$1,000  worth  of  cleaning  supplies  to  St. 


Damage  at  the  Trinity 
Center  Beach  House 


Thomas,  Windsor  and  handed  it  to  the  Rev. 
Barbara  Chaffee  for  the  use  of  the  communi- 
ty- 

The  church  had  been  flooded,  but  parish- 
ioners were  grateful  that  the  water  had  not 
reached  their  wonderful  organ. 

"We  are  now  waiting  for  three  truckloads 
of  materials  which  we  will  deliver  to 
Windsor,"  Rev.  Horton  said. 

Elizabeth  City,  like  Williamston,  was 
spared  the  flooding.  Christ  Church  organized 
relief  for  others.  They  learned  that  St. 
Andrew's,  Nags  Head  had  distributed  supplies 

and  help  to  Hyde  County. 

So  they  looked  farther  to  the  southwest,  to 
the  fishing  areas  of  Belhaven,  Aurora,  and  to 


the  Hispanic  congregation  of  San  Mateo.  Dr. 
Fred  Moncla,  a  retired  medical  doctor,  and  the 
Rev.  Jim  McGee  of  Christ  Church  turned  their 
attention  to  the  needs  of  700  people  who, 
already  poor,  have  lost  what  little  they  had. 

"Our  list  has  corn  flour  and  tortillas,"  Dr. 
Moncla  said,  "So  we  are  going  to  buy  those 
supplies.  The  rest  of  the  food  we  got  from  the 
Albemarle  Food  Bank  and  thousands  of  mate- 
rials have  been  donated." 

The  damage  will  be  felt  for  years  to  come, 
the  experts  say.  The  spirit  of  compassion  and 
service,  the  awareness  of  the  brotherhood  and 
sisterhood  of  human  beings,  however,  has  sur- 
faced as  never  before,  and  that  too  will 
remain. 


Historiagraphers  examine  Anglican  architecture 


By  H.  Mack  Bell 
Diocesan  Historiagrapher 

Architecture  of  Anglican  church- 
es will  be  the  focus  of  the  third 
annual  meeting  of  diocesan  histori- 
ans on  Saturday,  October  23,  at  St. 
Paul's  Church  in  Greenville. 

Peter  Sandbeck,  architectural  his- 
torian for  Tryon  Palace  Historic 
Sites  and  Gardens,  will  present  an 
architectural  and  historical  survey 
of  North  Carolina's  colonial 
Anglican  churches. 

After  lunch  the  group  will  visit 
ECU's  Joyner  Library  with  a  spe- 
cial interest  in  preservation  and 
archiving  of  historical  records. 

Peter  Sandbeck  is  responsible  for 


all  aspects  of  architectural  and  his- 
torical research  relating  to  Tryon 
Palace. 

He  is  also  engaged  in  historical 
writing  and  restoration.  His  current 
projects  include  a  biography  of  the 
English-trained  Palace  architect, 
John  Hawks,  and  supervising  the 
restoration  of  the  ca.  1841  William 
Hollister  House. 

Mr.  Sandbeck  served  12  years  as 
a  restoration  specialist  for  the  State 
Historic  Preservation  Office  of  the 
North  Carolina  Division  of 
Archives  and  History 

He  received  his  degree  in  archi- 
tectural history  from  the  University 
of  Virginia  in  1975  and  held  intern- 
ships at  the  National  Trust  for 


Historic  Preservation  and  the 
National  Park  Service. 

In  private  practice  as  consultant 
he  advises  on  the  restoration  of 
such  historic  structures  as  the 
Burgwin- Wright  House  and  the 
Bellamy  Mansion  in  Wilmington 
and  the  Whalehead  Club  at 
Corolla. 

Annual  meetings  of  the  diocesan 
historians  are  sponsored  by  the 
committee  on  history  and  archives. 
The  meting  will  begin  at  10  a,.m 
with  registration  at  9:30.  Fee  is  $10 
and  includes  cost  of  lunch.  The 
meeting  is  open  to  the  public.  For 
registration  details  call  the  dioce- 
san office  at  1-888-622-  4778. 


Christ  Church  New  Bern 
seen  in  an  1820  drawing. 
This  building  was  demol- 
ished in  1824  to  make 
way  for  a  new  structure. 


CURSILLO 


By  Vickie  Peterson 
St.  Timothy's  Greenville 

"What  joyful  and  car- 
ing attention  was  show- 
ered upon  those  who 
were  given  the  privilege 
of  attending  Cursillo  #60 
at  Trinity  Center." 

These  were  the  words 
of  Josi  Loudenslager  as 
she  reflected  on  her  expe- 
rience as  a  pilgrim  on  the 
April  29  to  May  4  week- 
end. 

Dedicated  to  Julian 
Norwich  and  filled  with 
trips  to  the  chapel  at 
Trinity  Center  bearing  her 
name,  the  weekend  was 
filled  with  prayer,  discus- 
sion, singing,  worship 
and  fun. 

Lay  Rector  Lisa 
Richey  encouraged  the 
team  to  be  present  to  the 
pilgrims  for  God,  sharing 
her  conviction  that,  in  the 
words  of  St.  Julian,  "all 
will  be  well." 

And  indeed  it  was. 
Nurtured  by  the  abundant 
and  delicious  food  pro- 
vided by  Donald 
Matthews  and  his  kitchen 
staff,  by  the  harmonies 
offered  by  Fred  Klinck 
and  the  music  staff  and 
the  worship  led  by  the 
Revs.  Scotty  Brock,  Dale 
Brudvig,  Cherry 
Livingstone  and  Kay 
Swindell,  the  pilgrims 
were  given  the  opportuni- 
ty to  explore,  deepen  and 
strengthen  their  relation- 
ships with  God  and  the 
Christian  community. 

Over  a  weekend 
focused  on  presence  and 
relationship,  one  abiding 
truth  was  clear:  God's 
love  is  a  bottomless  pit, 
and  we  are  all  called  to 
share  in  it. 

"It  was  a  gift  of  love 
from  our  sponsors  and  it 
is  my  desire  to  share  this 
lovely  gift  with  others," 
Ms.  Loudenslager  said. 

Cursillo  weekends  are 
held  twice  a  year  at 
Trinity  Center.  People 
interested  in  taking  this 
"short  course  in 
Christianity"  should  con- 
tact their  rector. 
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Bishop  Daniel  agreed  to  play  prisoner  and  wear  a  ball  and  chain  in  May  at  St.  Mary's  Kinston. 
Parishioners  were  donating  money  to  have  the  bishop  released  in  time  for  the  service.  The  event 
was  a  fundraiser  for  the  church's  Journey  to  Adulthood  program's  pilgrimage  to  Canterbury.  The 
group  visited  London,  Canterbury,  Salisbury  and  Stonehenge,  visiting  a  total  of  14  cathedrals. 


St.  Andrew's  on  the  Sound  in 
Wilmington  will  host  internationally 
known  author  and  Jesus  scholar  Marcus 
Borg. 

Dr.  Borg,  called  "a  leading  figure 
among  the  new  generation  of  Jesus  schol- 
ars" by  The  New  York  Times,  will  present 
his  seminar  "Jesus  For  A  New 
Millennium"  on  Sunday,  Nov.  7  from  2-5 
p.m.  at  UNC-Wilmington.  Tickets  are  $10 
for  adults  and  $5  for  students.  Call  910- 
962-3500  or  800-732-3643  for  ticket 
information. 

On  Monday,  Nov.  8,  Dr.  Borg  will  hold 
a  session  for  diocesan  clergy  from  9  a.m. 
to  noon  at  St.  Andrew's. 


St.  John's  Fayetteville  is  in  the  plan- 
ning stages  of  a  $3  million  project  of 
building  additions.  St.  John's  expects  to 
start  a  capital  campaign  this  fall. 


St.  Thomas  Church  in  Bath,  the  oldest 
church  in  North  Carolina,  recently  com- 
pleted structural  renovations  that  will  help 
preserve  the  historic  church.  Junior 
Warden  Bob  Kubieck  noted  that  volun- 
teers from  the  church  contributed  to  the 
work,  cutting  costs  significantly. 


Trinity  Church  in  Chocowinity  celebrat- 
ed its  225th  Anniversary  on  Oct.  3  with 
Sunday  services  led  by  the  Right  Rev. 
Clifton  Daniel,  3rd. 

The  Rev.  Michael  Nation  reported  that 
225  people  filled  the  church  for  the  cele- 
bration. As  part  of  the  anniversary,  a  time 
capsule  was  buried. 

Congratulations  to  Trinity  Church  and 
much  success  as  you  start  the  next  225 
years! 


St.  Andrew's  by  the  Sea  in  Nags  Head 
has  a  cookbook  in  the  works.  The  hard- 
back book  will  be  bound  with  a  concealed 
wire  binding  and  the  cover  will  feature 
original  artwork  by  St.  Andrew's  and  Nags 
Head-area  artists. 

Jan  Karon,  the  author  of  the  popular 
Mitford  novels,  has  written  the  introduc- 
tion for  the  book.  The  cookbook  will  sell 
for  $25  and  proceeds  will  go  toward  the 
refurbishment  of  the  pipe  organ  St. 
Andrew's  recently  acquired  from  St.  Paul's 
in  Edenton.  Call  St.  Andrew's  at  252-441- 
5382  for  ordering  information. 


Several  churches  in  the  diocese  are 
offering  the  Alpha  course.  Alpha,  a  12- 
week  introduction  to  the  basics  of  the 
Christian  faith,  was  founded  at  Holy 
Trinity  Brompton,  a  parish  in  London.  The 
program  has  taken  off  across  the  U.K.  and 
is  booming  in  the  United  States  and 
throughout  the  world.  Cross  Current 
knows  of  the  the  following  churches  in 
East  Carolina  that  are  holding  Alpha.  If 
your  church  is  also  holding  Alpha,  send 
Cross  Current  the  details.  If  you'd  like  to 
know  more  about  the  program,  contact  one 
of  the  Alpha  churches:  St.  Peter's 
Washington;  Christ  Church  New  Bern;  St. 
John's  Wilmington;  Good  Shepherd 
Wilmington. 


The  9th  Annual  Farmworker  Festival 
was  held  Sept.  26  at  the  Episcopal 
Farmworkers  Ministry  in  Newton  Grove. 

Director  Keith  Merritt  reports  that  more 
than  2,000  people  turned  out  for  the  festi- 
val, which  featured  food,  dancing,  music 
and  a  soccer  tournament.  The  event  also 


served  as  a  way  to  pass  out  much  needed 
food  and  other  items  to  the  many  farm- 
workers who  have  been  without  work  for 
more  than  a  month  because  of  the  storms. 


Members  of  St.  James  the  Fisherman  in 
Shallotte  participate  in  the  Web  of  Hope. 
St.  James  "Holy  Stitchers"  knit,  crotchet 
and  send  items  for  those  in  need  such  as 
nursing  homes  and  hospitals. 


St.  John's  Wilmington  celebrated  the 
Fourth  of  July  with  a  service  conducted 
from  the  Rite  of  1662,  the  service  used  in 
Colonial  North  Carolina  churches. 
Parishioners  came  in  period  dress  and 
homily  was  based  on  a  sermon  preached 
by  a  missionary  in  1770  entitled  "On 
Correct  Behavior  in  Church."  St.  John's 
also  is  continuing  extensive  renovations  to 
its  facilities,  upgrading  electrical  systems, 
installing  a  fire  alarm  system,  replacing  air 
conditioning  systems,  window  renovations 
and  other  general  repairs.  St.  John's  is 
close  to  narrowing  its  list  of  rector  candi- 
dates to  four. 


As  part  of  its  plans  for  a  new  church 
building,  St.  Francis  by  the  Sea,  Bogue 
Banks,  held  a  Design  Retreat  Workshop  in 
September.  Members  of  the  church  met 
with  members  of  an  architecture  firm.  The 
purpose  of  the  retreat  was  to  gather  ideas 
about  the  building  needs  of  the  parish.  The 
church's  mission  for  its  building  program 
is:  "Establishing  a  church  building  for 
spiritual  growth  and  unity,  with  God  in 
Christ,  for  our  growing  community  and 
visitors." 
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ECW  meets 


Nearly  150  Episcopal  Church  Women  gath- 
ered at  Trinity  Center  in  August  for  their  gener- 
al meeting. 

The  guest  speaker  was  author  Ruth  McSwain, 
who  gave  a  presentation  on  her  book,  Guarding 
Your  Own  Mental  Health  in  a  Fast-Paced  World. 

The  Rev.  Drake  Whitelaw,  Assistant  Rector  at 
St.  James  Wilmington,  was  the  Celebrant.  The 
offering  was  designated  for  Shepherd's  Staff  in 
Belhaven  and  East  Carolina's  Companion 
Diocese,  Puerto  Rico. 

ECW  treasurer  Tricia  Phillips  announced  that 
Hawley  Page  had  been  awarded  a  scholarship 
for  textbooks.  Each  year  the  ECW  Executive 
Board  may  give  the  interest  from  the  ECW 
Memorial  Fund  to  a  female  applicant  pursuing 
religious  education. 

United  Thank  Offering  chairman  Julie  Rose 
announced  that  $14,239.27  was  collected  dur- 
ing the  spring  ingathering.  The  Food  Bank  of 
the  Albemarle  received  a  UTO  grant  for 
$10,000. 

The  following  district  fall  meetings  were 
announced:  Albemarle:  Oct,  26,  St.  Andrew's, 
Nags  Head,  contact  Carolyn  Jackson,  252-482- 
4091;  Pamlico:  Oct.  21,  Trinity  Chocowinity, 
contact  Heather  Perry,  252-946-9520;  Trinity: 
Nov.  3,  Christ  Church,  New  Bern,  contact  Pat 
Robinson,  252-633-4064;  Lower  Cape  Fear: 
met  Sept  28;  Upper  Cape  Fear:  met  Oct.  12. 


Stewardship  representatives  are  visiting  each 
parish  in  the  diocese  to  educate  vestries  on  the 
diocesan  budget.  It  also  gives  vestries  a  chance 
to  communicate  back  to  the  diocese  any  con- 
cerns or  suggestions  they  may  have. 


Trinity  Center  and  Pelican  House  were  fea- 
tured in  the  Sunday  Neighbors  section  of  the 
Jacksonville  Daily  News  on  Sept.  26. 


DIOCESAN  CALENDAR 

Oct.  12:  Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry, 
Diocesan  House,  9:30  a.m. 
Oct.  15-17:  Happening  #34,  Trinity 
Center 

Oct.  19:  Standing  Committee,  Diocesan 
House,  1 1  a.m. 

Oct.  21 :  Missionary  Outreach  (Finance), 

Diocesan  House,  10:00  am. 

Oct.  26:  Creative  Christian  Stewardship 

Grant  Committee,  Diocesan  House,  10 

a.m. 

BISHOP'S  VISITATION  SCHEDULE 

Oct.  3:  Trinity,  Chocowinity 
Oct.  10:  St.  Thomas,  Oriental 
Oct.  17:  San  Mateo,  Yeatesville 
Oct.  24:  St.  Peter's,  Washington 
Oct.  31 ,  Zion,  Washington 
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Finding  the  good 
in  midst  of  disaster 

Driving  through  Eastern  North  Carolina  last 
week,  it  was  hard  to  find  any  sort  of  silver  lining  in 
this  flood  that  has  seeped  into  our  homes  and  into 
our  lives. 

Just  as  in  an  ice  disaster  when  machinery 
scrapes  huge  mounds  of  snow  onto  the  side  of 
roads,  a  lingering  symbol  of  this  disaster  has  been 
the  huge  piles  of  furnishings,  clothes  and  person- 
al belongings  that  mark  the  rural  roadsides. 

At  first  it's  hard  to  tell  what  happened.  If  you  did 
not  know  about  the  floods,  you  may  wonder 
what's  going  on. 

But  then  two  things  become  obvious.  There  are 
the  brown  fields  of  destroyed  crops,  an  advent  of 
destroyed  livelihoods.  Then  look  at  the  white- 
washed houses  and  notice  the  brown  streak 
encircling  them.  The  raging  water  left  its  mark  — 
the  high  water  line,  sometimes  above  windows 
and  in  some  communities  the  line  made  it  above 
roofs. 

Along  one  road  a  pair  of  tall  rubber  boats  sat 
solitary  along  the  roadside  that  had  been  under 
water.  In  them,  a  bouquet  of  flowers.  The  symbol 
was  obvious.  A  marker  for  one  of  the  dozens  of 
deaths. 

But  this  flood  cannot  kill  the  spirit  of  East 
Carolina.  We  are  strong  people.  And  it  is  in  the 
people  —  people  helping  other  people  —  that  we 
see  this  wonderful  outpouring  of  love  and  com- 
passion unfolding. 

You  can  be  proud  of  the  response  of  your  dioe- 
cese  and  your  churches.  It  was  heartwarming  to 
hear  the  work  churches  in  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina  are  already  doing  for  hurricane  relief. 
And  the  Outreach  Commission  of  the  diocese 
moved  quickly,  sending  out  more  than  $50,000  in 
relief  funds  with  another  $50,000  coming. 

When  the  need  is  clear  we  can  accomplish 
great  things.  But  our  work  has  just  begun. 

A  disaster  expert  at  the  outreach  meeting  said 
that  our  help  will  be  needed  even  more  six  months 
from  now  when  the  flood  is  out  of  the  news  and 
the  Red  Cross  and  Salvation  Army  are  gone  and 
people  have  unmet  needs  and  are  suffering  great 
stress  and  anxiety. 

They  will  need  our  funding  our  time  and  our 
prayers  for  a  long  time.  And  they  will  get  it. 

East  Carolina  is  a  kind  place.  We  take  care  of 
our  neighbors.  The  floodwaters  are  receding  now. 
But  compassion  is  on  the  rise. 

Letters  to  the  editor  and 
opinion  columns  are  welcome 


THE  EDITOR'S  CORNER/Scott  Nunn 


Trinity  Cathedral?  It's  already  happening 


hen  Bishop  Dan- 
iel's vision  becomes 
reality,  a  cathedral 
church  will  grace 
the  grounds  of 
Trinity  Center. 

A  cathedral  is  the  principal 
church  of  a  diocese;  the  seat  of  the 
bishop;  the  spiritual  center  of  the 
diocese  where  our  paths  cross  and 
where  we  share  our  common  lives 
and  a  common  table. 

I  had  the  good  fortune  of  spend- 
ing nearly  a  week  at  Trinity  Center 
in  late  August,  part  of  that  time 
with  two  cathedral  musicians  — 
Dent  Davidson  of  St.  Mark's  in 
Seattle  and  Dorothy  Papadakos  of 
St.  John  the  Divine  in  New  York. 

I  had  hoped  to  interview  them 
about  what  life  was  like  at  a  cathe- 
dral in  1999,  life  in  these  buildings 
with  a  tradition  from  another  mil- 
lennium. 

As  I  thought  about  life  at  St. 
John's  and  St.  Mark's  with  the  awe- 
inspiring  stained  glass,  the  great 
organs,  the  towering  columns,  the 
fine  schools,  I  looked  around  at  my 
own  setting  for  the  week  and  it 
became  suddenly  clear  that  even  if 
a  church  building  is  never  placed 
on  the  grounds,  even  if  the  techni- 
calities are  never  approved,  Trinity 
Center  has  become  East  Carolina's 


cathedral,  our  cathedral.  A  cathe- 
dral, I  would  suggest,  to  rival  any 
in  the  world. 

Let  me  take  you  on  a  tour. 
The  cathedral  is  situated  in  a 
place  called  Bogue  Banks,  an 
island.  You  enter  the  cathedral 
grounds,  or  "close"  as  it  is  called, 
through  a  gate,  a  gate  formed  from 
the  gnarled  branches  of  the  mar- 
itime forest. 

Make  your  way  into  the  naive, 
or  Centrum.  Here  we  gather  for 
worship,  for  play.  Here  we  once 
gathered  for  a  funeral  for  a  bishop. 

Do  you  hear  the  choir?  The 
chirping  of  crickets  and  the  cry  of 
gulls  and  seabirds.  Listen  to  the 
organ.  The  pedal  bombard  of  a 
thunder  clap;  the  flutes  of  the  wind 
whistling  through  the  trees;  the 
celeste  of  the  breeze  moving  across 
open  water. 

Step  out  of  the  naive  and  look  up 
at  the  towering  columns,  the 
Carolina  pines.  See  the  buttresses, 
the  stout  live  oaks. 

Many  cathedrals  are  dotted  with 
smaller  chapels  —  the  Julian  of 
Norwich  Chapel,  the  outdoor 
chapel  on  Sanders  Point. 

Perched  on  top  of  many  cathe- 
drals are  gargoyles,  sometimes 
scary,  sometimes  comic  looking. 
See  the  gray  pelican  gargoyles  that 
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soar  over  our  cathedral  and  hold 
watch  in  its  trees. 

The  great  cathedrals  are  also 
known  for  their  schools  and  out- 
reach: Camp  Trinity,  Elderhostel 
and  Sound  to  Sea. 

And  who  can  forget  the  stained 
glass  that  paints  cathedrals  with 
streaks  of  deep-colored  light.  The 
makers  may  be  craftsmen  from 
centuries  ago. 

Ours  are  priceless  —  the  rising 
sun  breaking  forth  from  the  hori- 
zon and  racing  across  the  water  to 
bring  forth  that  sliver  of  first  light; 
the  rose  window,  that  noon  day  sun 
that  radiates  life-giving  warmth 
across  the  land. 

The  outerspace  window.  It  does- 
n't have  a  rock  from  the  moon,  it 
has  the  real  moon.  And  the  stars. 

Finally,  the  most  spectacular 
window  of  all  —  the  fading  sun  as  it 
retreats  from  our  sight,  silver  light 
dancing  across  the  water,  long 
strokes  of  pastel  orange  and  red 
painted  by  the  master  artist. 

Come  to  your  cathedral.  Come 
break  bread  with  each  other.  Come 
sing  and  swim  and  laugh  and  cry 
and  learn. 

The  stones  for  the  physical 
cathedral  have  yet  to  be  laid.  But 
the  spirit  of  Trinity  Cathedral 
already  lies  deep  in  our  soul. 
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George  Packard  elected  suffragan  bishop  of  Armed  Forces 


Episcopal  News  Service 

The  Rev.  George  Packard,  who  is  serving  Christ 
Church  in  Rye,  New  York,  was  elected  fifth  suffragan 
bishop  for  the  Armed  Forces  at  the  interim  meeting  of 
the  House  of  Bishops  in  San  Diego,  California, 
September  21. 

Assuming  consents  from  diocesan  standing  commit- 
tees, the  consecration  is  scheduled  for  February  12  in 
the  year  2000  at  Washington  National  Cathedral,  said 
Presiding  Bishop  Frank  T.  Griswold. 

Nominated  from  the  floor  by  Bishop  Richard  Grein, 
Packard  was  elected  on  the  eighth  ballot  from  a  list  of 
five  candidates. 

"He  is  a  wonderful  priest,  with  a  deep  concern  for 
clergy  wholeness,"  Bishop  Grein  said  of  Rev.  Packard, 
who  was  his  canon  for  six  years.  "He  loves  the  Army— 
and  was  a  legitimate  Vietnam  hero  with  a  Silver  Star 
and  two  Bronze  Stars  for  valor,"  he  added. 


HIS 

Viet 
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Rev.  Packard  enlisted  in  the  army  shortly  after  his 
graduation  from  Hobart  College  in  1966  and  graduated 
from  Officer  Candidate  School  in  1968.  He  was 
assigned  to  the  Ranger  Training  Command.  After  his 
tour  of  duty  with  the  First  Infantry  Division  in  Viet 
Nam,  he  was  assigned  to  the  General's  Staff  for  PI 
and  Operations  in  Virginia. 

After  graduation  from  Virginia  Theological  Seminary 
in  1974  he  transferred  his  commission  to  the  Army 
Reserves  as  a  chaplain. 

Rev.  Packard  joined  a  delegation  to  Russia,  led  by 
Bishop  Charles  Keyser,  who  is  the  current  bishop  for 
the  Armed  Forces,  to  consult  with  the  Russian 
Orthodox  Church  in  its  efforts  to  establish  its  own 
chaplaincy. 

Bishop  Keyser  issued  a  letter  after  the  election,  call- 
ing for  prayers  for  Packard's  new  ministry.  In  addition 
to  the  Armed  Forces,  the  office  is  responsible  for 
healthcare  and  prison  chaplaincies. 
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SEXUALITY  DEBATE:  Homc&et«i>afi-ty  in  the«life  of  the  church 


The  1999  Diocesan  Convention  passed  a  resolution  calling  for  a  dialogue  on  human  sexuality.  Cross  Current 
is  printing  viewpoints  from  both  sides  of  the  issue.  The  essays  are  solicited  by  the  Rev.  Bill  Bradbury  and  the  Rev.  Joe  Cooper 

and  are  unedited.  Other  material  in  Cross  Current  is  subject  to  editing. 


By  Rev.  Bill  Bradbury 
St.  Peter's  Washington 

We  often  hear  from  revision- 
ists that  Christianity  should  be  a 
big  tent  holding  all  the  wondrous 
diversity  of  creation,  by  which  is 
meant  the  full  accommodation  of 
practicing  gays  and  lesbians  in 
the  life  of  the  church,  including 
the  sacraments  of  marriage  and 
holy  orders. 

St.  Paul  presents  a  different 
version.  "In  Christ,"  he  says, 
"there  is  neither  Jew  nor  Greek, 
slave  nor  free,  male  nor  female." 
He  is  not  depicting  here  a  chaotic 
assembly  of  discrete  individuals, 
all  doing  their  own  thing,  but 
rather  a  community  in  which 
each  person  surrenders  to  the 
Spirit  of  Jesus.  "  All  who  are  led 
by  the  spirit  of  God,"  he  says, 
"are  children  of  God  (Romans 
8:14)  "All  of  you  who  were  bap- 
tized into  Christ  have  clothed 
yourselves  with  Christ  (Galatians 
3:27) 

We  come  to  Jesus,  in  other 
words,  on  His  terms  and  not  ours. 
We  must  surrender  ourselves  to 
Christ,  thereby  achieving,  not  a 
warm  and  fuzzy  feeling,  but  a 
unity  of  wills  in  which  we  allow 
God's  Spirit  to  reorder  our 
desires. 

Too  many  of  us  are  seeking  a 
Jesus  who  will  make  us  feel  good 
about  our  brokenness.  Yet  if  we 
would  grow  in  union  with  Him, 
we  must  do  so  through  submis- 
sion and  purgation  because  "it  is 
from  within,  from  the  human 
heart,  that  evil  intentions  come: 
fornication,  theft,  murder,  adul- 
tery (Mark  7:21) 

The  question  with  which  the 
church  needs  to  grapple  is  not 
whether  homosexuals  can  love 
Jesus  and  work  effectively  in  the 
church.  They  can  and  they  do. 
Rather,  it  is  whether  homosexual 
activity  leads  a  person  toward  or 
away  from  union  with  Jesus  and 


whether  —  and  on  what  basis  — 
we  are  justified  in  approving 
behavior  that  is  plainly  contrary 
to  Scripture  and  unequivocal 
teachings  of  the  church. 

Among  the  possibilities  we 
must  ponder  is  whether  a  sexual- 
ly active  homosexual  rector  or 
bishop,  perhaps  having  had  his  or 
her  sexual  partnership  sanctified 
by  the  church,  would  spread  the 
kingdom  of  God  by  example  or 
further  confuse,  for  instance,  the 
sexually  uncertain  adolescent  by 
suggesting  the  acceptability  of 
various  sexual  options  to  be  tried 
on  for  size.  The  example  of  such 
a  priest  or  bishop  necessarily 
would  impair  the  Judeo-Christian 
understanding  of  marriage  as  an 
exclusive  union  of  man  and 
woman  intended  not  only  for 
companionship,  but  also  for  the 
generation  and  nurture  of  chil- 
dren. 

Anglicans  have  long  affirmed 
that  it  is  not  lawful  for  the 
Church  to  ordain  any  thing  that  is 
contrary  to  God's  Word  written. 
(Article  XX,  BCP  page  871)  If 
homosexual  practices  are  accept- 
ed as  normative  in  violation  of 
Scripture  and  the  historic  and 
unambiguous  understanding  of 
the  church,  then  any  consensual 
behavior  between  adults,  includ- 
ing serial  partners  and  group  sex, 
might  as  easily  be  permitted. 

What  Christians  need  from  the 
church  is  not  tolerance  and  ambi- 
guity, but  clear  and  life-giving 
guidance  on  what  behaviors  lead 
the  individual  and  the  communi- 
ty into  deeper  union  with  Christ. 
The  church  welcomes  every  sin- 
ner —  "all  ye  who  travail  and  are 
heavy  laden"  —  but  it  has  never, 
until  now,  encouraged  behavior 
that  leads  away  from  or  Lord's 
call  to  deny  the  self,  take  up  our 
cross  and  follow  him  into  the 
Father's  heart." 


By  Rt.  Rev.  A.C.  "Chip"  Marble 
Bishop  of  Mississippi 

This  article  is  an  excerpt  from  The  Rt. 
Rev.  A.C.  "Chip"  Marble's  Convention 
Address  to  the  Diocese  of  Mississippi. 
Bishop  Marble  was  the  former  assistant  to 
Bishop  Sanders  of  East  Carolina.  The 
Article  was  submitted  by  the  Rev.  Joseph 
W.  Cooper  of  Church  of  the  Servant 
Wilmington. 

The  issue  of  homosexuality  con- 
tinues to  divide  both  church  and 
state.  It  was  divisive  at  Lambeth. 
Let  me  say  where  I  stand.  First, 
prejudice  or  discrimination  against 
gay  and  lesbian  persons  has  no 
place  in  our  social  order  and,  cer- 
tainly, not  in  our  churches.  I  have 
had  faithful  gay  and  lesbian  persons 
in  every  church  I  have  served  over 
these  past  thirty  years.  Indeed,  gay 
and  lesbian  persons  have  served 
faithfully  throughout  the  history  of 
our  church  in  all  orders.  We  have 
practiced  "Don't  ask,  Don't  tell." 
The  beating  to  death  of  the  gay  col- 
lege student,  Matthew  Shepard,  an 
Episcopalian,  left  hanging  on  the 
fence  as  a  scarecrow  should  rekin- 
dle our  memories  of  the  way  black 
persons  were  treated  in  our  earlier 
history.  More  recently,  because  of 
bigotry,  an  African  American, 
James  Byrd,  Jr.,  was  viciously  mur- 
dered by  three  white  racists  in 
Jasper,  Texas  by  being  roped  and 
dragged  behind  their  car.  By 
expressing  our  own  prejudice  or  by 
remaining  silent  in  the  face  of  such 
hate  crimes,  we  each  consent  and 
participate  in  such  prejudice  and 
violence. 

After  many  years  of  prayerful 
struggle,  I  believe  in  my  heart  that 
gay  and  lesbian  persons  are  no  dif- 
ferent from  heterosexual  persons 
except  in  their  orientation.  They  are 
who  God  has  created  them  to  be 
and  most  could  not  change  that  any 
more  than  you  or  I  can  change  who 
we  are  as  heterosexual  persons. 

Homosexuality  does  not  equal 
promiscuity,  contrary  to  popular 


opinion.  Heterosexual  persons  can, 
and  often  do,  surpass  homosexual 
persons  in  their  propensity  toward 
promiscuity,  spouse  and  child  abuse 
and  immoral  conduct.  Orientation 
does  not  determine  promiscuity 
behavior  does! 

The  question  for  all  of  us  is  "How 
do  you  and  I  live  out  our  lives  as 
sexual  persons?"  Heterosexual  per- 
sons have  marriage  as  a  means  to 
propagate  the  human  race  and  to 
keep  us  from  being  promiscuous, 
yet,  many  of  us  still  are  promiscu- 
ous, including  certain  public  figures 
in  our  state  and  nation. 

Homosexual  persons  have  no  such 
civil  or  religious  means  to  avoid 
promiscuity.  I  don't  feel  comfort- 
able that  I  participate  in  the  preju- 
dice and  discrimination  of  our 
church  that  has  not  approved  the 
blessing  of  same  gender  relation- 
ships. I  reluctantly  participate 
because  I  believe  it  is  a  radical 
departure  from  tradition,  custom 
and  scripture,  and  I  do  believe  this 
decision  should  be  made  by  our 
church  rather  than  by  an  individual 
bishop.  I  do  believe  it  to  be  a  matter 
of  compassion  and  Justice!  I  sup- 
port and  accept  gay  and  lesbian  per- 
sons as  full  members  of  our  church 
with  full  rights  and  responsibilities, 
and  I  believe  we  should  work 
toward  the  church  finding  some 
way  to  appropriately  honor  same 
gender  relationships,  many  of 
which  last  longer  than  the  serial 
marriages  we  experience  among 
heterosexuals  in  our  society  today. 

I  might  mention  that,  if  the  Bible 
is  sole  authority  with  regard  to 
homosexuality,  there  is  no  gray  or 
lack  of  clarity  regarding  divorce 
and  remarriage.  The  Bible  does 
deal  with  the  promiscuity  of  both 
homosexual  and  heterosexual  per- 
sons. It  does  not  adequately  address 
same  gender  relationships.  Let's  not 
be  guilty  of  using  scriptures  to  hurt 
and  demonize  people,  as  has  been 
the  case  with  African  Americans 
and  other  minorities. 
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New  church  building 
is  nearing  completion 


St.  Paul's  in  Greenville  is 
nearing  completion  of  its  new 
church  building.  Despite  the 
flooding  in  Greenville,  there  is 
hope  that  the  new  building  will 
be  complete  in  December. 

The  new  church  sits  right 
beside  the  old  St.  Paul's, 
which  will  be  used  as  a 


chapel  and  for  smaller  servic- 
es and  gatherings. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the 
new  facility  will  be  the  organ, 
which  will  be  installed  at  a 
later  date. 

The  pipe  organ  will  serve 
the  church,  East  Carolina 
University  and  the  community. 
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At  left,  installation  last 
month  of  a  window  in 
the  new  church. 
Above  and  bottom, 
building  progress  in 
August.  Below  left, 
one  of  the  Stations  of 
the  Cross  in  the  St. 
Paul's  Parish  Hall. 


Photos  by  Scott  Nunn 
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$357,000  raised  for  hurricane  relief 

Outreach  commission  puts 
focus  on  longterm  recovery 


The  pews  and  floorboards  are  removed  from  St.  Thomas  Windsor  and  the 
subfloor  may  have  to  be  removed.  The  church  had  no  flood  insurance. 


By  the  Rev.  Charles  Gill 

Chair  Dept.  of  Missionary  Outreach 

The  eye  of  a  hurricane  is  an 
uncommon  place  of  peace  sur- 
rounded by  violent  winds  and 
rains.  As  the  eye  passes  and 
severe  weather  kicks  in  again, 
there  is  some  consolation.  It  is,  at 
least,  half  over.  The  storm  has  an 
end. 

Unlike  a  hurricane,  the  destruc- 
tion of  floodwaters  from  Hurricane 
Floyd  continued  long  after  the 
passing  of  the  eye  of  the  storm.  It 
soon  became  apparent  that  extraor- 
dinary efforts  in  recovery  were 
needed.  In  the  first  week  or  two 
after  Hurricane  Floyd,  days  passed 
without  assurance  that  the  worst 
was  over.  Light  rains  continued 
and  in  the  interim  another  hurri- 
cane, Irene,  caused  more  flooding. 
When  would  the  horror  end? 

Before  the  waters  crested,  our 
bishop  had  called  an  emergency 
meeting  of  the  outreach  arm  of  the 
diocese,  the  Department  of 
Missionary  Outreach.  He  charged 
it  with  the  task  of  assessing  levels 
of  damage  and  of  identifying  ways 
in  which  our  diocese  could  be  most 
responsive  and  helpful  in  provid- 
ing assistance  and  relief  to  hurri- 
cane and  flood  victims. 

Unable  to  meet  that  first  week 
due  to  impassable  roads,  the 
Department      of  Missionary 


Clorox  was  in  plentiful 
supply  as  cleaning  efforts 
got  underway  at  St. 
Thomas  Windsor. 


Outreach  did  gather  on  September 
30th.  In  addition  to  department 
members,  those  called  to  meet 
with  our  bishop  were  the  deans  of 
each  deanery  and  the  diocesan 
ECW  president,  Ann  Parker. 

At  that  meeting  an  extraordinary 
sum  of  $107,000  was  designated 
for  immediate  use  in  meeting  spe- 
cific needs.  Gifts  totaling  half  that 
amount  were  in  hand.  Faith  led  the 
Department  of  Missionary 
Outreach  as  it  made  a  commit- 

Continued  on  Page  3 


Letting  Go 

In  November's 
Spirituality  Corner, 
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October  10,  1999 
Dear  Ones  in  Christ, 

Grace  to  you  and  peace  from  God  our 
Father,  and  from  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

With  the  coming  of  Hurricane  Floyd  the 
past  few  weeks  have  been  difficult  and 
heartbreaking  ones  for  us  here  in  eastern 
North  Carolina.  Hurricane  Floyd  is  the 
most  destructive  natural  disaster  ever  to 
occur  in  North  Carolina  history.  As  a 
result  of  Hurricane  Floyd,  there  will  be 
environmental,  social,  spiritual  and  eco- 
nomic consequences  that  will  plague  east- 
ern North  Carolina  for  more  than  the  five 
years  that  it  will  take  to  heal  and  repair  the 
physical  damage. 

Consider  what  has  happened: 
Thousands  of  square  miles  of  land  have 
been  flooded.  At  least  50  people  have  lost 
their  lives.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of 
farm  animals  and  wildlife  have  drowned. 
Countless  homes  and  places  of  business 
have  been  destroyed  or  damaged. 
Electrical  and  telephone  systems  have 
been  disrupted.  Community  water  sys- 
tems and  rural  wells  have  been  contami- 
nated by  flood-borne  pollutants.  Entire 
cities  and  communities  have  been  flooded 
and  physically  isolated  by  deluged  high- 
ways and  washed-out  bridges.  In  this 
largely  agricultural  region,  crops  have 
been  destroyed  and  an  estimated  25%  of 
farms  will  be  forced  out  of  business. 
Sewage  systems  and  animal  waste 
lagoons  continue  to  overflow  into  creeks 
and  rivers.  Estuarine  waters  have  been 
polluted  and  marine  life  along  the  coast 
has  been  damaged  to  an  extent  not  yet 
determined.  The  threat  of  flood-related 
disease  is  a  continuing  reality.  Among  the 
population  of  eastern  North  Carolina  are 
tens  of  thousands  of  migrant  workers, 
most  of  whom  have  no  legal  status  and  are 
now  out  of  work  and  ineligible  for  gov- 
ernmental disaster  assistance.  To  com- 
pound their  misery,  many  are  literally 
starving  in  the  fields  and  forced  to  drink 
water  from  polluted  streams.  While  early 
estimates  indicate  that  at  least  six  billion 
dollars-worth  of  damage  has  been  done, 
the  final  accounting  of  suffering  and  hard- 
ship may  never  be  completely  described. 

Approximately  $60,000  has  been 
received  by  our  diocese  to  provide  emer- 
gency aid  and  to  assist  in  recovery  efforts. 
Of  that  amount,  $25,000  came  from  the 
Presiding  Bishop  Fund  for  World  Relief 
in  the  form  of  an  emergency  grant.  The 
balance  has  come  from  individuals,  con- 
gregations and  dioceses  of  our  Episcopal 
Church.  This  is  a  great  and  generous 
start,  but  more  will  be  needed. 

Last  week,  the  Bishop  called  an  emer- 
gency meeting  of  our  diocesan 
Department  of  Missionary  Outreach. 
(The  meeting  was  to  have  been  held  a 
week  earlier,  but  flooding  forced  its  post- 
ponement.) Included  in  that  meeting  were 
the  Deans  of  each  of  our  deaneries,  the 
President  of  our  diocesan  Episcopal 
Church  Women,  representatives  of  our 


diocesan  Hispanic  ministries,  and  other 
relief  agencies  and  groups  related  to  our 
diocese.  The  purpose  of  this  meeting  was 
to  begin  to  assess  levels  of  damage  and  to 
begin  to  identify  the  ways  in  which  our 
diocese  could  be  most  responsive  and 
helpful  in  providing  assistance  and  relief 
to  hurricane  and  flood  victims.  The 
Bishop  also  asked  the  group  to  begin  to 
make  allocations  of  the  funds  in  hand  and 
ready  for  disbursement. 

This  able  group  of  diocesan  leaders 
determined  that  our  diocese  can  most 
wisely  and  effectively  use  the  contribu- 
tions and  resources  received  by  respond- 


RELIEF  UPDATE 


Since  the  bishop's  pastoral 
letter  was  written,  the  fund  has 
grown  to  more  than  $350,000 
with  more  than  $100,000  dis- 
tributed. Send  donations  to; 

Hurricane  Relief  Fund 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina 
PO  Box  1336 
Kinston,  N.C,  28503 


ing  primarily  in  the  following  areas: 

1.  Addressing  the  needs  of  those  who 
fall  outside  the  safety  net  of  government 
aid  and  relief  agencies,  especially  non- 
English  speaking  migrant  workers  and 
their  families. 

2.  Providing  assistance  to  ongoing 
relief  efforts  in  communities  and  counties. 

3.  Contributing  to  flood-damaged 
churches  not  covered  by  insurance  or 
without  adequate  congregational 
resources  to  undertake  necessary  repairs 
or  rebuilding; 

With  these  priorities  in  mind,  the  funds 
were  allocated  as  follows: 

1 .  Agencies  assisting  those  who  may 
be  ineligible  for  traditional  forms  of  dis- 
aster aid,  especially  those  who  do  not 
speak  English  and  migrant  workers: 
Eagle's  Wings  $5,000 


Food  Bank  of  the  Albemarle  $15,000 
Episcopal  Hispanic  Ministry  $15,000 
San  Mateo  Parish  $15,000 
Episcopal  Farmworker's  Ministry 
$20,000 

Religious  Community  Services  $2,000 
Shepherd's  Staff  8,000 
Total:  $80,000 

2.  Aid  to  churches  having  to  rebuild 
or  restore  buildings:  $5,000 

3.  Assistance  to  counties  and  com- 
munities, administered  by  local 
Episcopal  congregations: 

Communities  of  Ahoskie,  Kinston, 
Vanceboro,     Chocowinity,  Trenton, 
Grifton,  Goldsboro  $13,000 
Counties  of  Bertie,  Duplin,  Pender,  Pitt 
$4,000 

Total:  $17,000 

4.  Bishop's  Discretionary  Fund:  $5,000 
The  total  amount  of  grants  made  was 
$107,000  which  was  considered  to  be  a 
beginning  minimal  amount  to  help  pro- 
vide significant  assistance. 

To  date,  about  $60,000  has  been 
received  and  distributed.  With  little  more 
than  half  the  money  required  for  immedi- 
ate needs  in  hand,  more  funds  must  be 
sought  from  individuals,  foundations, 
agencies,  congregations  and  dioceses. 
We  are  thus  seeking  an  additional  $47,000 
to  insure  that  we  can  provide  immediate 
and  initial  assistance  in  the  fullest  way 
possible. 

But  this  is  only  a  beginning.  We  are 
further  proposing  that  our  diocese  raise  an 
additional  $200,000  over  the  next  year  to 
assist  in  the  rehabilitation  and  rebuilding 
process  which  will  continue  even  when 
this  catastrophe  fades  from  the  nation's 
consciousness.  It  will  be  during  this  time 
that  the  hardest  and  costliest  work  will  be 
shouldered  by  our  communities,  church- 
es, and  diocese. 

We  here  in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 
are  thankful  for  the  immediate  response  of 
so  many  across  our  country  and  through- 
out the  Church  who  have  given  so  gener- 
ously to  our  beginning  relief  efforts.  To 
each  of  you,  we  send  you  our  thanks  and 
for  each  of  you  we  offer  thanksgiving  to 
God  for  your  generosity. 

Our  work  continues.  We  appeal  to  you, 
your  congregation  and  your  diocese  to 
send  whatever  assistance  you  can.  Our 
goal  is  to  raise  a  total  of  $307,000. 
Anything  raised  beyond  that  amount  will 
be  responsibly  and  well  used,  too. 

God  bless  you  all.  With  a  final  word 
of  thanks  and  asking  for  your  continuing 
prayers,  we  remain, 

Faithfully  yours, 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd,  Bishop 
of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 

The  Rev.  Charles  Gill,  Chair,  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina  Department  of  Missionary 
Outreach 

Mrs.  Bets  Crean,  Chair,  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina  Department  of  Hunger,  Peace  & 
Justice 


Cross  Current  November  1999 


Hurricane  Reuef 


Page  3 


Storm 
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ment.  Bishop  Daniel  called  upon  the 
church  to  raise  a  total  of  $307,000 
$200,000  more  than  the  designated 
amount. 

Two  weeks  after  the  first  meeting,  the 
Department  of  Missionary  Outreach 
met  again.  Attending  this  meeting  were 
Phoebe  Griswold,  the  wife  of  our 
Presiding  Bishop,  and  Sandra  Swan, 
Executive  Director  of  the  Presiding 
Bishop's  Fund  for  World  Relief. 
Representatives  from  FEMA,  Church 
World  Services  and  the  N.C.  Interfaith 
Disaster  Response  were  also  present,  as 
was  Doug  Renegar  rector  of  Christ- 
Frederica,  St.  Simons  Island,  Ga. 

Gifts  presented  at  this  meeting 
included  $50,000  for  a  total  of  $75,000 
from  the  Presiding  Bishop's  Fund;  and 
$27,500  from  the  church  in  Georgia. 
These  gifts,  added  to  the  amounts 
already  coming  from  far  and  near, 
brought  stories  of  offerings  throughout 
the  church.  A  young  boy's  earnings  of 
$20  here,  $2,800  from  another  church 
there,  $25.74  from  a  small  congrega- 
tion, gifts  great  and  small. 

As  an  offering  to  the  glory  of  God, 
all  gifts  were  equally  cherished  as 
being  significant  to  the  whole. 

Needs  &  Resources 

Blessed  are  the  eyes  that  see  what 
you  see.  (Luke  10:23) 

Whereas  the  stories  of  the  flooding 
from  Hurricane  Floyd  should  haunt  us 
with  the  reality  of  disaster  at  our 
doorstep,  they  have  not.  Instead,  they 
have  been  transformed  into  tales  of 
remarkable  power  as  they  begin  to  be 
retold  through  the  witness  of  faith  and 
hope. 

As  the  Department  of  Missionary 
Outreach  listened,  it  became  clear  that 
God's  grace  is  working  through  us  in 
Christ. 

We  heard  tell  of  the  time,  talents  and 
treasure  of  this  diocese.  Resourceful 
people  who,  together,  have  been  able  to 
tackle  tasks  and  challenges  that  might 
otherwise  seem  daunting  and  impossi- 
ble. There  were  eyewitness  accounts  of 
how  people  without  food  and  water 
were  provided  the  basic  needs  for  life. 
Jane  Berry,  DRE  at  Saint  Andrew's  By- 
the-Sea,  Nags  Head,  managed  the 
diocesan  relief  efforts,  receiving  and 
sending  information  and  coordinating 
deliveries  with  needs.  Various  churches 
sent  groups  who  gutted  damaged 
churches  and  houses  and  cleaned  com- 
munities of  spoiled  debris.  In  the  act  of 
serving  as  Christ  to  one  another,  relief 


The  Rev.  Charles  Gill,  chair  of 
the  diocese's  Missionary 
Outreach  Department,  with 
Bishop  Daniel. 

efforts  met  their  mark. 

Specific  needs  of  recovery  have 
been  identified  and  translated  into  12 
projects.  It  is  the  next  step  in  the  out- 
reach of  a  diocese  whose  heart  is  soft 
and  whose  feet  are  tough. 

These  projects  include:  a  rebuilt 
church  for  St.  Thomas,  Windsor;  a  new 
tower  and  roof  for  St.  Cyprian's,  New 
Bern;  a  family-to-family  program  of 
assistance  through  the  Episcopal 
Hispanic  Ministry;  necessary  trans- 
portation and  basic  supplies  for  the 
needs  of  those  ministered  to  by  San 
Mateo;  interfaith  recovery  teamwork 
through  Saint  Thomas,  Ahoskie;  food, 
clothing  and  emergency  supplies  dis- 
tributed by  St.  Augustine's,  Kinston; 
essential  goods  and  food  for  the  distri- 
bution center  in  Grifton;  and  similar 
needs  via  Shepherd's  Staff  in  Hyde  and 
Beaufort  Counties;  a  van  for  essential 
transport  needs  of  the  Episcopal 
Farmworker  Ministry;  help-a-child 
book  fund  to  replace  school  books  and 
supplies  lost  in  Pender  County;  and 
help  with  the  Kinston  Area  Recovery 
Effort. 

Additionally,  the  ECW  will  work  on 
a  grant  from  the  United  Thank  Offering 
for  an  Emergency  Response  Vehicle  to 
be  operated  by  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina,  which  will  carry  generators, 
drying  fans,  and  emergency  supplies 
the  next  time  disaster  strikes. 

The  Plan 

As  the  Department  of  Missionary 
Outreach  considered  how  the  Body  of 
Christ  could  accomplish  these  tasks,  it 
became  clear  that  the  entire  diocese 
would  need  to  be  engaged.  And  as  the 
member  churches  of  our  diocese  are 
represented  by  our  deaneries,  it  became 
natural  to  envision  leadership  at  the 
deanery  level. 

The  vision  of  the  church  at  work  via 
deanery  leadership  will  build  a  stronger 
diocese.  The  five  deaneries  will  each  be 
asked  to  be  the  spearhead  of  two  or 
three  of  the  12  projects.  Deaneries  will 
then  be  charged  with  coordinating  and 
seeing  the  projects  through  to  comple- 
tion. It  is  not  the  intent  to  have  a  dean- 


ery do  a  project,  but  rather  to  encour- 
age each  deanery  to  develop  the  plans 
for  its  projects  with  the  churches  and 
communities  involved,  and  to  enlist  the 
time,  talents  and  gifts  of  people  beyond 
deanery  lines  as  well  as  within  them. 
In  fact  people  from  around  the  diocese 
and  beyond  are  ready  and  waiting  to 
respond  to  calls  for  handsron  projects 
such  as  may  be  developed. 

The  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  via  the 
Department  of  Missionary  Outreach, 
has  estimated  that  these  projects  will 
cost  $291,500  at  the  outset.  The  work 
of  recovery,  however,  will  require  addi- 
tional funds  and  efforts  beyond  that 
which  we  currently  see  due  to  the  long 
term  nature  of  the  recovery  phase  (esti- 
mated to  be  five  years). 

Amazing  Grace 

Again,  the  Department  of  Missionary 
Outreach  stepped  out  in  faith  as  it 
responded  to  the  needs  of  our  brothers 
and  sisters  in  Christ.  Here  is  the 
accounting  thus  far  for  the  initial  relief 
work  ($107,000)  and  for  the  work  of 
recovery  ($291,500). 

To  date  (October  27,  1999)  a  total  of 
$357,854  has  been  raised.  Thus,  the 
initial  goals  are  within  reach.  No 
doubt,  as  the  recovery  phase  progress- 
es, we  will  discover  the  full  extent  of 
the  needs  and  of  the  gifts  (and  costs) 
needed  to  meet  these  needs. 
Graciously,  Dr.  David  Crean  of  Saint 
Paul's,  Greenville,  has  offered  to  be  a 
consultant  for  the  purpose  of  writing 
grant  proposals  to  address  these  needs. 

The  Next  Step 

At  this  time  all  that  remains  is  for 
each  deanery  to  meet  and  make  the 
commitment  in  leadership  being  asked. 
The  funding  will  be  present  and  avail- 
able from  the  diocese.  Encourage  your 
leaders  and  discover  again  who  your 
representatives  are  in  your  deanery. 
Ask  questions,  seek  direction,  and  get 
on  board.  Roll  up  your  sleeves  and  pre- 
pare to  serve.  Let  the  gestures  of  our 
hands  glorify  God  by  giving  birth  to  the 
work  of  recovery! 

Members  of  the  Department  of 
Missionary  Outreach  are  available  to 
help  in  the  deanery  planning. 

Thanks  be  to  God  for  leading  us 
through  the  eye  of  the  storm  into  hope. 
And  as  Christ  said  to  those  amazed  dis- 
ciples who  went  out  to  do  the  work, 
blessed  are  the  eyes  that  see  what  you 
see. 


A  message  from 
the  Presiding  Bishop 
of  the  Episcopal  Church 

October  9, 1999 

The  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 
C/o  The  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton  Daniel,  3rd 

Dear  friends  of  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina 

Please  know  of  my  prayers  for  all  of  you 
in  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  as  you 
continue  to  deal  with  devastation  of 
Hurricane  Floyd.  From  conversations 
with  Bishop  Daniel  J  know  both  how  great 
the  suffering  and  damage  have  been, 
and  what  efforts 
have  already 
begun  as  you 
work  to  recover 
from  this  almost 
unbelievable  dis- 
aster. The 
courage  and 
spirit  with  which 
the  people  of  the 
region  have  ral- 
lied is  commend- 
able and  a  state- 
ment of  faith. 

I  pray  for  you  as 
you  each  deal  with  what  has  befallen  you 
personally,  and  together  reach  out  to  oth- 
ers who  have  been  afflicted  in  so  many 
ways.  The  ministry  of  the  Diocese  in  this 
situation  is  exemplary  in  providing  relief, 
working  to  gather  necessary  resources, 
and  moving  toward  the  rebuilding  —  not 
only  of  structures  but  of  lives,  please 
know  that  your  diocese  and  bishop  are 
part  of  a  larger  system  of  caring  and 
support.  You  will  be  remembered,  prayed 
for,  and  given  practical  support  by  broth- 
er and  sister  Episcopalians. 

I  assure  you  that  when  word  of  this 
tragedy  has  slipped  from  the  public  con- 
sciousness, you  will  not  be  forgotten.  It  is 
my  hope  to  visit  your  diocese  at  some 
point  over  these  next  years  so  that  I 
might  witness  personally  the  healing  that 
I  know  will  be  forthcoming  through  the 
courage  and  determination  of  the  people 
of  East  Carolina. 

This  comes  with  my  blessings  and  an 
assurance  of  my  prayers. 

Yours  in  Christ, 

Frank  T.  Griswold 

Presiding  Bishop  and  Primate 
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Information  on  some  of  the  national  agencies  involved  in  relief  efforts  and  how  to  support  their  work 


The  American  Red  Cross,  a  humanitarian  organization  led  by  volun- 
teers and  guided  by  Its  Congressional  Charter  and  the  Fundamental 
Principles  of  the  International  Red  Cross  Movement,  wlH  provide  relief  to 
victims  of  disasters  and  help  people  prevent,  prepare  for,  and  respond  to 
emergencies. 

Fundamental  Principles 
Humanity:  The  International  Red  Cross  and  Red  Crescent  Movement, 
born  of  a  desire  to  bring  assistance  without  discrimination  to  the  wound- 
ed on  the  battlefield,  endeavors,  in  its  International  and  national  capacity, 
to  prevent  and  alleviate  human  suffering  wherever  It  may  be  found.  Its 

+ purpose  Is  to  protect  life  and 
1  -800-help-now     health  and  to  ensure  respect 
Am&rican    '0>>  *8  numan  D8HM- 1 
motes  mutual  understanding, 
Red  CfOSS  friendship,  cooperation  and 
http://www.redcross.org/  ta8tlnB  DMC8  ■"■■•t  all 
peoples. 

Impartiality:  ft  makes  no 
discrimination  as  to  nationality,  race,  religious  beliefs,  class  or  political 
opinions.  It  endeavors  to  relieve  the  suffering  of  Individuals,  being  guided 
solely  by  their  needs,  and  to  give  priority  to  the  most  urgent  cases  of 
distress. 

Neutrality:  In  order  to  continue  to  enjoy  the  confidence  of  all,  the 
Movement  may  not  take  sides  In  hostilities  or  engage  at  any  time  in  con- 
troversies of  a  political,  racial,  religious  or  Ideological  nature. 

independence:  The  Movement  Is  Independent.  The  National  Societies, 
while  auxiliaries  hi  the  humanitarian  services  of  their  governments  and 
subject  to  the  laws  of  their  respective  countries,  must  always  maintain 
their  autonomy  so  that  they  may  bo  able  at  ail  times  to  act  In  accordance 
with  the  principles  of  the  Movement. 


Wn 


(800)  297-1516,  ext.  222 
http://www.churchworldservice.org/ 


ith  churches  and  organizations  hi  more  than  80  countries,  shar- 
ing the  struggle  to  help  people  move  beyond  poverty  and  powerlessness. 
Born  In  the  aftermath  of  World  War  I,  today  Church  World  Service  Is  35 
Protestant,  Anglican,  and  Orthodox  communions  In  the  U.S.,  cooperating 
worldwide  In  programs  of  long-term  development,  emergency  response, 
and  assistance  to  refugees. 

Within  the  U.S.,  Church  World 
I  Service  assists  communities  In 

llV^;  pVi      Vi    PMPondlng to  dlsastors,  resettles 
^^VjASn  ^-fiurcn    ratafees,  promotes  fair  national  and 
1  World     international  policies,  provides  educa- 
q      .       tlonai  resources,  and  offers  opportu- 
oerviCt     nrtieg  to  jom  a  people-to-people  net- 
work of  local  and  global  caring 
through  participation  In  CROP  WALKS, 
the  CWS  Blanket,  Gift  of  the  Heart 
Kits  Program,  and  the  Tools  of  Hope  Program. 

Through  Church  World  Service  and  Witness,  member  congregations  In 
the  U.S.A.  come  together  with  ecumenical  partners  worldwide  to  witness 
to  and  share  Christ's  love  with  all  people.  Church  World  Services 
recently  sent  1,000  blankets  to  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina. 


N.C.  Interfaith  Disaster  Response 

252-746-4540  http://www.vita.org/ncidr/ 

At  the  request  of  local  religious  communities,  the  North  Carolina 
Interfaith  Disaster  Response  (NCIDR)  assists  their  efforts  before,  during 
and  after  a  disaster  occurs. 

Their  emphasis  Is  on  long-term  relief,  and  supporting  the  administra- 
tion of  Interfaith  organizations  working  on  recovery.  The  NCIDR  Is  non- 
sectarian  and  seeks  to  work  with  all  interfaith  organizations. 

During  any  type  of  disaster  the  local  religious  community  finds  Itself 
overwhelmed  by  damage.  It  is  a  time  when  people  wonder  about  God's 
love.  Unless  the  religious  community  responds  effectively,  the  witness  to 
God's  love  can  be  lost 

The  Rev.  Dennis  Levin  of  Aydon,  head  of  the  NCIDR,  was  one  of  the  key 
players  hi  helping  the  Diocese  organize  Its  vision  for  relief  efforts.  Rev. 
Levin  offered  koy  Insights  on  how  disasters  untold,  the  long-term  effects 
and  how  and  where  churches  can  best  help. 


PRESIDING  BISHOP'S  FUND 


Noah  had  to 
deal  with  just 
one  flood. 


Recently,  we  have  seen  floods  in  North  Carolina,  New  Jersey,  Florida,  and 
Mexico.  We  are  still  cleaning  up  and  rebuilding  after  the  horrible  floods  last 
year  in  Honduras,  Nicaragua,  and  Bangladesh. 

In  each  case,  The  Fund  sends  money  immediately  to  buy  water,  food,  blankets, 
and  medicines. 

The  next  time  a  flood  hits,  we  want  to  be  ready  to  help.  We  can't  always  wait 
until  we  receive  contributions  in  order  to  provide  necessary  services;  therefore  we 
ask  you  to  send  a  special  gift  today  designated  for  "flood  relief." 

Please  make  your  check  payable  to  The  Presiding  Bishop's  Fund  for  World  Relief 
and  send  to:  PBFWR,  Box  12043,  Newark,  NJ  07101.  For  more  information, 
please  visit  our  web  site  at  www.pbfwr.org  or  call  (800)  334-7626  ext.  5129. 


The  Presiding  Bishop's 
Fund  for  World  Relief 

Offices  located  at 
815  Second  Avenue 
New  York,  NY  10017 


Head  of  RB.'s  fund  visits  East  Carolina 


By  Scott  Nunn 
Cross  Current  Editor 

Sandra  Swann,  the  executive  director  of  the 
Presiding  Bishop's  Fund  for  World  Relief,  got  a  first- 
hand look  at  damage  and  relief  efforts  during  a  visit 
to  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 
on  Oct.  21. 

Ms.  Swann,  along  with 
Phoebe  Griswold,  wife  of  the 
presiding  bishop,  attended  a 
meeting  at  Diocesan  House  of 
the  Missionary  Outreach 
Department.  The  two  received 
updates  on  diocesan  relief 
efforts  and  later  toured  some 
of  the  flood-stricken  areas. 
Ms.  Swann  presented  Bishop  Daniel  with  a  check 
for  $50,000,  adding  to  an  initial  $25,000. 

Ms.  Swann  said  that  people  in  her  office  hear 
about  so  many  disasters  that  they  can  often  become 
numb  to  them,  and  that  it  was  helpful  to  see  the 
human  face  of  a  disaster. 

Ms.  Swann  noted  that  the  fund  had  been  hit  par- 
ticularly hard  by  hurricanes,  flooding  and  earth- 
quakes, and  that  it  needed  to  be  replenished. 


^^^^^ 


Sandra  Swann 


Potts  is  new  coordinator 

Bill  Potts  of  St.  James  the  Fisherman  in 
Shaiiotte  is  the  new  diocese  coordinator 
for  the  Presiding  Bishop's  Fund.  He  can 
be  contacted  at  910-754-9313. 


In  the  past  18  months  the  fund  has  distributed 
more  than  $900,000  in  disaster  aid. 

"When  a  flood  hits,  we  simply  cannot  wait  for 
funds  to  arrive,"  she  wrote  recently.  "We  must 
respond  immediately." 

Mrs.  Griswold  said  that  it  was  wonderful  to  see  the 
depth  of  God's  compassion  at  a  time  when  it  seems 
there  is  no  compassion. 

She  thanked  the  people  of  the  diocese  for  their 
"willingness  to  put  their  lives  where  there  is  need. 
The  willingness  to  go  to  the  very  end  of  of  where  that 
need  is  and  to  listen  to  people's  stories."  That  in 
itself  can  give  people  a  new  sense  of  hope,  she  said. 

The  Episcopal  Church  created  The  Presiding 
Bishop's  Fund  for  World  Relief  to  be  the  primary 
means  through  which  all  Episcopalians  can  express 
their  compassion  for  people  throughout  the  world. 
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In  the  Churches/St.  Thomas  Windsor  Funding 


IN  THE  CHURCHES 


When  browsing  through  newsletters  from  across  the  diocese,  it's  obvious  that 
one  of  the  busiest  groups  in  our  midst  is  the  Episcopal  Church  Women.  ECW 

groups  are  always  providing  services  for  their  churches  and  undertaking  projects 
that  benefit  dozens  of  outreach  groups.  To  the  members  of  the  ECW,  congratula- 
tions and  thank  you  for  all  the  wonderful  work  you  do.  Your  work  is  inspiring. 

The  newsletters  from  St.  Mary's  Burgaw  and  St.  Timothy's  Greenville  report 
wonderful  problems.  At  St.  Mary's,  the  parking  lot  is  overflowing  with  cars  and 
the  vestry  is  exploring  ways  to  expand  the  church's  parking  capacity.  At  St. 
Timothy's,  despite  having  three  services  each  Sunday,  the  church  is  overflowing 
and  a  committee  is  exploring  options  for  more  worship  space! 

At  Christ  Church  New  Bern,  it's  beginning  to  smell  a  lot  like  Christmas.  The 
Episcopal  church  women  announce  their  first  Cookie  Walk.  Enter  the  decorated 
parish  hall  and  you  will  be  given  a  bakery  box  to  fill  with  the  cookies  and  baked 
goods  you  choose.  The  event  is  Dec.  4  from  10  a.m.  to  2  p.m.. 

St.  Paul's  Greenville  holds  its  bazaar  on  Saturday,  Nov.  20,  at  the  church,  401 
E.  Fourth  St.,  Greenville,  from  9  a.m.  until  3  p.m.  Available  for  sale 
will  be  needlework,  wood  crafts,  fine  arts,  baked  goods,  books,  frozen  foods, 
plants,  and  Christmas  items.  There  will  be  a  silent  auction,  a  raffle  of  three  valu- 
able prizes,  and  a  luncheon  (sit  down  or  carry  out).  Luncheon  tickets  are  $6  each 
and  should  be  purchased  in  advance  by  phoning  252-756-7305. 

Is  your  parish  making  Y2K  preparations?  St.  Andrew's  Morehead  CHy  and  Holy 
Trinity  Fayetteville  are.  Holy  Trinity  is  making  sure  that  staff  members  are  paid  in 
a  fashion  that  any  short-term  banking  glitches  will  not  affect  them.  Holy  Trinity 
has  also  established  procedures  for  allocations  from  clergy  discretionary  funds  for 
anyone  facing  an  emergency.  Deacon  Dave  Davis  notes  that  the  church  is  not  pan- 
icking, but  simply  taking  prudent  actions.  At.  St.  Andrew's,  discussions  about 
Y2K  and  hurricane  disaster  preparedness  has  prompted  the  parish  to  prepare  the 
church  to  be  used  as  a  disaster  shelter.  It  will  be  operable  by  next  hurricane  sea- 
son! 

St.  James  Parish  Wilmington  held  An  Evening  of  Remembrance  and  Prayer  and 
Memorial  Concert  on  All  Saint's  Day.  The  church  bell  was  tolled  as  names  of 
departed  loved  ones  were  read.  In  addition  to  prayers  and  a  sung  litany,  the  sen- 
ior choir  performed  the  Requiem  of  Marc  Antoine  Charpentier. 

The  Oct.31  10:30  service  at  Wilmington's  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd  took 
on  the  atmosphere  of  a  manger  scene.  Each  fall  the  church  gathers  at  Ashton 
Farms  in  Pender  County  to  celebrate  the  Eucharist  outdoors  amid  sheep,  cows, 
goats,  horses,  dogs,  rabbits,  cats  and  a  potbelly  pig.  After  the  service,  a  picnic  is 
held  and  then  the  children  enjoy  an  afternoon  on  the  farm  with  horseback  riding, 
canoeing  and  seeing  the  farm  animals.  Ashton  Farms  is  often  visited  by  school 
groups  and  also  runs  a  summer  program. 

The  October  Cross  Current  reported  that  there  had  been  hurricane  damage  at 
Zion  Washington.  Zion's  senior  warden  happily  reports  that  the  damage  was  only 
to  a  fence  and  the  church  is  fine. 

The  Rev.  Bill  Brake  joins  St.  Andrew's  By-The-Sea  Nags  Head  as  Parish 
Associate  ....  In  the  October  Cross  Current,  St.  Andrew's  was  inadvertently  left 
off  a  list  of  churches  offering  the  Alpha  Course.  St.  Andrew's  has  started  its  fall 
course  with  more  than  40  participants.  The  Alpha  Course  originated  in  England 
and  offers  a  practical  introduction  to  Christianity. 

St.  Thomas  Bath  gets  the  award  for  best  newsletter  name:  The  Salty  Saint. 


In  The  Churches  is  compiled  from  newsletters  and  announcements  sent  to  Cross 
Current.  Please  be  sure  your  parish  newsletter  is  being  sent  to  Cross  Current, 
2112  Brandon  Road,  Wilmington,  N.C.,  28405;  tel:  910  763-9593;  fax:  910 
343-4393;  e-mail:  crossl584@aol.com 


Church  looks  to  rebuild 

As  a  cleanup  worker  passes  in  the  back- 
ground, St.  Thomas  Windsor  Senior 
Warden  Clara  Bell  and  rector  the  Rev. 
Barbara  Chaffee  give  Bishop  Daniel  an 
update  on  flood  damage  at  the  historic 
church.  Repairs  may  reach  $100,000  and 
since  the  church  is  not  in  a  flood  plain,  it 
had  no  flood  insurance.  The  floor,  sub-floor 
and  heating  and  air  systems  in  the  church 
have  to  be  replaced  as  well  as  flooring  in 
the  parish  hall,  which  had  three  feet  of 


At  top,  concrete  floors  are  exposed  in  this 
Sunday  School  room  at  St.  Thomas  Windsor. 
Above,  clapboard  siding  was  removed  to  help 
dry  out  under  the  church.  Although  the  church 
sits  up  above  the  ground,  the  water  was  high 
enough  to  flood  the  sanctuary,  forcing  the 
removal  of  pews.  The  church  has  been  meeting 


Scrubbing  and 
wiping  old  wood. 
Sacred  wood. 
Reclaiming  that 
which  flood  waters 
sought  to  consume. 
Now  giving  it  back 
to  God. 

Fresh  and  clean. 
Scrubbing,  wiping, 
Kneeling  on  bare 
wood  doing  the 
necessary  work. 
Anointing  the  wood- 
en walls  with  bleach. 
And  with  love. 
Thinking  all  the 
while  about  Mary 
Anointing  the  feet  of 
Jesus  with  her  tears. 
Scrubbing,  wiping, 
Kneeling  in  the 
silence. 

Now,  she  wipes  His 
feet  with  her  hair. 
In  total  servanthood. 
Mary,  chastised  for 
her  work, 
Giving  all  in  love 
Making  unclean  feet 
fresh  for  new 
journeys. 
God  of  new 
beginnings: 
Hold  us  as  we  seek 
the  answers. 

—  Adele  Miller  Dees 
Written  for  St.  Thomas 
Windsor  in 
Thanksgiving  for 
servant  ministries 


Cross  Cnggg  NwbwbHM 


The  Adults  Who 
Work  With  Youth 
Conference  will  be 
held  Saturday,  Dec. 
4,  at  the  Diocesan 
House  in  Kinston. 
All  adults  whose 
lives  are  entwined 
with  young  people 
(advisers,  clergy, 
Christian 
Educators, 
Journey  to 
Adulthood  leaders 
and  parents)  are 
encouraged  to 
attend.  Cost  is  $45 
and  registration 
deadline  is  Nov.  11. 
Call  diocesan 
youth  coordinator 
Carol  Taylor  at 
888-622-4778  for 
details. 


Young  people  need  adults'  steadfast  support 


Ed  Stannard 
Episcopal  Life 

It  has  become  fashionable  to 
despair    about  America's 
young  people  —  the  shootings 
in  their  schools  and  on  their 
streets,  their  pierced  bodies, 
the  violence  in  their  music, 
movies  and  video  games,  the 
predators  on  their  computer 
screens  —  how  will  this  generation  successful- 
ly navigate  this  gantlet  of  threats  and  tempta- 
tions? 

The  answer  is  simple,  according  to  teens 
and  adults  who  work  with  youths  both  within 
and  outside  the  church.  Like  many  simple 
answers,  though,  it  isn't  easy:  Adults  must 
become  more  involved  in  young  people's  lives 
and  start  treating  them  as  who  they  are  —  full 
members  of  Christ's  body. 

In  a  major,  nationwide  project,  the 
Episcopal  Communicators  network  has 
focused  on  how  to  help  young  people,  adults 
and  churches  deal  with  the  stresses  of  21st- 
century  teen  life.  Its  members,  who  are  dioce- 
san editors  and  others  involved  in  Episcopal 
communications  ministry,  have  found  numer- 
ous examples  of  how  a  trusted,  interested 
adult  can  make  all  the  difference  for  a  teenag- 
er. 

But  they  have  also  uncovered  a  sad  truth: 
Episcopalian  adults,  like  all  adults,  do  a  much 
better  job  of  talking  about  teenagers  than 
actually  talking  to  teenagers.  They  are  much 
better  at  bemoaning  the  lack  of  young  people 
in  their  churches  than  they  are  becoming 
involved  in  those  young  people's  lives  and 
finding  out  why  they  don't  come  to  church 
and,  more  importantly,  where  they  are  going. 

When  it  succeeds,  youth  ministry  makes  a 
major  difference  in  the  lives  of  youths  —  and 
in  the  life  of  the  church. 

"Being  involved  in  the  church  and  the 
youth  group  has  definitely  changed  my  atti- 
tude," says  Christina  Sanchez  of  St.  Joseph's 
Episcopal  Church  in  Boynton  Beach,  Fla., 
who  this  summer  went  to  the  Niobrara 
Convocation  in  Eagle  Butte,  S.D.  "Going  on 
the  mission  trip  made  me  more  aware  of  the 
world." 

This  month,  diocesan  newspapers  and  other 
publications  across  the  church  will  be  taking 
part  in  "Stand  Up  for  Youth."  The  communi- 
cators hope  this  combined  effort  will  inspire 
others  to  become  involved  with  youth. 

Break  through  the  fear 

Stand  Up  for  Youth  was  born  of  the  horror 
wrought  by  the  Columbine  High  shootings 
last  spring.  Oftentimes,  positive  action  is  born 
of  tragedy.  When  Eric  Harris  and  Dylan 
Klebold  shot  12  of  their  classmates  and  a 
teacher  to  death,  then  killed  themselves,  many 
churches  were  galvanized  into  focusing  on 
their  young  people.  Memorial  services  were 
held  and  attendance  at  youth  groups  rose.  But 


the  questions  posed  by  the  Columbine  mas- 
sacre still  hang  in  the  air:  Why  do  young 
killers  do  it?  What  are  they  lacking  in  their 
spiritual  lives  that  brings  them  to  such  a  des- 
perate point?  What  can  the  church  do? 

Betsy  Boyd,  coordinator  of  youth  min- 
istries at  the  Episcopal  Church  Center,  said 
alienated  youths  often  are  asking  questions 
and  not  finding  someone  willing  to  probe 
those  questions  with  them.  Teens  who  wear 
trench  coats  to  school,  or  who  wear  the  black 
clothing  and  makeup  of  the  Goth  culture,  may 
turn  off  adults,  but  adults  need  to  break 
through  their  own  fear  and  uncertainty. 

"They  deeply  want  to  know  who  is  God, 
what  purpose  does  he  have  in  my  life?"  said 
Ms.  Boyd.  "Does  he  love  me?  Am  I  lovable? 
All  those  identification  questions  definitely 
have  to  do  with  how  I  see  myself  and  how 
God  sees  me." 

Teens  aren't  interested  in  pat  answers  — 
they  want  proof.  Rather  than  simply  saying, 
"Jesus  died  for  your  sins  and  he  loves  you," 
adults  need  to  share  their  own  story,  and 
demonstrate  the  love  and  acceptance  that 
teens  are  seeking. 

Part  of  the  work  is  discarding  the  fiction 
that  "our  kids"  aren't  experimenting  with 
drugs  or  sex  because  they  —  or  their  parents  - 
-  come  to  church. 

Jane  Hartwell,  youth  missioner  for  the 
Diocese  of  Maine,  said,  "The  real  kids  that  I 
have  come  to  know  in  congregations  in  the 
diocese  are  like  this:  Jason  serves  as  a  crucifer 
and  is  unable  to  see  what's  wrong  with  sleep- 
ing with  his  girlfriend.  Laura  experiments 
with  wicca,  drinks  at  parties  and  prays  with 
her  friend  who  fears  pregnancy.  Jonathan 
prays  deeply  to  God,  but  refuses  to  come  to 
Sunday  worship  services.  Katie  wrestles  with 
the  question  of  how  God  can  allow  suffering. 
Teens  are  not  easily  divided  into  the  'good 
kids'  and  the  'bad  kids."' 

Kids  need  mentors 

Ms.  Boyd  and  other  professionals  in  work- 
ing with  youth  agree  that  young  people  need  a 
mentoring  relationship  with  an  adult.  They 
don't  need  adults  to  be  their  friends. 

And  they  need  safe  places  to  go  to  and  be 


themselves.  Since  Columbine,  the  assumption 
about  what  places  are  safe  has  been  shattered. 

"I  see  a  trend  of  violence  in  schools  get- 
ting worse  and  worse  every  day,"  said 
Thaddeus  Wilasin,  a  high  school  senior  from 
Vermont  who  attended  a  violence-prevention 
workshop  at  this  summer's  Episcopal  Youth 
Event. 

"Safety  has  to  do  with  safe  homes,  neigh- 
borhoods and  schools,  where  there  are  zero 
tolerance  policies  for  violence  and  role  mod- 
els who  teach  peace  and  conflict  resolution," 
said  Doug  Hecklinger,  assistant  director  of  St. 
Augustine's  Ministries  in  Foxborough,  Mass. 

Churches  are  prime  places  to  offer  such 
guidance,  if  there  are  people  willing  to  do  so. 
Thom  Chu,  coordinator  of  the  Episcopal 
Church's  ministries  with  young  people,  noted. 

The  Rev.  Robyn  Szoke,  coordinator  of  chil- 
dren's ministries  at  the  church  center,  called 
on  congregations  to  commit  themselves  to 
their  young  people,  who  "are  really  journey- 
ing into  terror"  in  today's  society. 

When  a  congregation  does  do  the  spiritual 
work  necessary,  the  payoff  is  huge.  Andrew 
White  of  Hawthorne,  Wis.,  a  college  freshman 
who  attended  St.  Andrew's-by-the-Lake  in 
Duluth,  Minn.,  was  a  member  of  the 
Episcopal  Youth  Event  design  team.  To  him, 
the  church  was  an  ideal  place  for  young  peo- 
ple. 

"I  just  found  it  to  be  a  very  centering  point 
to  my  life  to  just  give  me  a  base  grounding  of 
a  community  of  love  and  caring,  and  that's 
one  of  the  most  important  aspects  I  think  that 
the  church  offered  me.  And  because  that  com- 
munity of  support  was  there  that  was  beyond 
my  family,  that  gave  me  a  lot  of  confidence 
and  a  lot  of  security,  actually." 


Position  Available 

The  board  of  Directors  of  United  Christian 
Campus  Ministry  at  UNC  Wilmington  invites 
applications  for  the  position  of  Director/  Campus 
Pastor  beginning  July  2000.  Deadline  for  appli- 
cation is  Dec.  31,  1999. 

This  is  a  full-time  ecumenical  ministry  sup- 
ported by  the  United  Methodist,  Episcopal, 
Presbyterian  USA,  Disciples  of  Christ,  and 
Lutheran  churches.  Candidates  must  be 
ordained  and  in  good  standing  with  their  denom- 
ination. 

UNCW  is  a  university  of  9,800  students  locat- 
ed near  the  beach  with  a  nationally  recognized 
Marine  Biology  program,  strong  schools  of 
Nursing,  Business  and  Education,  plus  a  strong 
Liberal  Arts  curriculum  in  the  College  of  Arts  and 
Sciences. 

Responsibilities  include  working  with  a  stu- 
dent Christian  group,  entering  into  partnership 
with  various  areas  of  the  university,  maintaining 
a  good  relationship  with  supporting  churches, 
developing  and  promoting  positive  community 
relations,  administering  the  ministry  program 
and  supervising  a  part-time  secretary.  A  self- 
motivated  person  who  can  relate  well  with  stu- 
dents, staff  and  faculty  is  essential.  Applicants 
with  campus  ministry  experience  are  preferred. 
Please  send  a  resume  or  vita  including  salary 
package  expectation  to: 

UCCM  Search  Committee 
PMB  132 
5629  Oleander  Drive 
Wilmington,  N.C.,  28403 
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Australia  OKs  lay 
celebration  of  eucharist 


Father  Tony  Rojas  celebrates  Eucharist  at  the  Episcopal  Farmworkers  Ministry 
Celebration  last  month.  Many  of  the  migrant  farmworkers  in  East  Carolina  have  had  no 
work  because  of  the  weather. 

Carta  pastoral  a  la  diocesis  del  este  de  Carolina 


Carta  pastoral  a  la  diocesis  del  este  de  Carolina 
10  de  octubre,  1999 
Queridos  en  Cristo, 

Gracia  y  paz  sea  a  vosotros  de  Dios  nuestro 
padre,  y  del  Senor  Jesucristo. 

Las  semanas  pasadas  han  sido  dificiles  para 
nuestra  parte  de  Carolina  a  causa  del  huracan  Floyd. 
Floyd  es  el  desastre  natural  mas  destructive  que 
jamas  ha  ocurrido  en  Carolina  del  Norte.  Vamos  a 
sentir  su  impacto  medio  ambiental,  social,  espiritu- 
al,  economico,  y  fisico  por  mas  de  cinco  anos. 

Consideremos  lo  que  ha  pasado:  Miles  de  kilo- 
metres cuadrados  de  tierra  fueron  inundadas. 
Algunas  50  personas  perecieron.  Cientos  de  miles 
de  animales  se  ahogaron.  Innumerables  casas  y 
negocios  fueron  danados  o  destruidos.  Servicios 
telefonicos  y  electricos  se  trastocaron.  El  agua 
potable  fue  contaminada.  Muchos  sitios  fueron  ais- 
lados  a  causa  de  caminos  inundados  y  puentes  dafia- 
dos. En  este  region  agricola  muchas  cosechas 
fueron  destruidas,  y  calculan  que  un  cuarto  de  las 
granjas  se  quebraran.  Agua  negra  sigue  desbordan- 
dose  en  los  rios,  haciendo  dafio  incalculable  a  los 
mariscos  y  pezes.  Todavfa  podremos  ver  brote  de 
enfermedades  causadas  por  esas  condiciones. 

En  nuestra  region  de  Carolina  del  Norte  hay 
miles  de  trabajadores  itinerantes.  Muchos  de  ellos 
no  son  ciudadanos  de  este  pais,  y  ahora  que  les  hace 
falta  el  trabajo  no  tienen  derecho  a  recibir  ningunos 
beneficios  ni  auxilio  del  gobierno.  Estan  pasando 
hambre  y  aun  muriendo  de  hambre  en  el  campo,  y 
no  tienen  que  beber  menos  agua  contaminada. 
Calculan  que  el  huracan  Floyd  hizo  mas  de  seis  mil 
milliones  de  dolares  de  dafio,  pero  lo  que  estan 
sufriendo  nuestros  hermanos  no  se  puede  calcular  ni 
describir. 

Nuestra  diocesis  ha  recibido  aproximadamente 
$60,000  para  ayudar  a  los  que  estan  sufriendo  por 
este  desastre.  El  Obispo  Presidente  dio  $25,000  de 
su  fondo  para  alivio  mundial.  El  resto  lo  han  dado 
las  iglesias  de  nuestra  diocesis  y  sus  miembros  par- 
ticulares,  y  tambien  otras  diocesis  episcopales.  Es 


un  comienzo  generoso,  pero  nos  va  hacer  falta  de 
mucho  mas. 

La  semana  pasada  convoque  una  reunion  emer- 
gencia  del  departamento  misionera  de  la  diocesis. 
Asistieron  los  decanos,  la  presidente  de  las  mujeres 
episcopales,  representatives  del  ministerio  hispanico 
de  la  diocesis,  y  algunas  otras  personas.  Nuestro 
proposito  era  comenzar  a  formar  un  juicio  sobre  la 
emergencia  y  decidir  como  podemos  ayudar  a  las 
victimas.   Decidimos  en  las  siguientes  prioridades: 

1 .  Ayudar  a  los  que  no  reciben  auxilio  del  gobierno, 
especialmente  a  trabajadores  itinerantes  y  sus  famil- 
ias. 

2.  Repartir  auxilio  de  emergencia  en  las  comu- 
nidades  de  las  iglesias  de  la  diocesis. 

3.  Ayudar  a  iglesias  que  sufrieron  dafio  grave  a  sus 
edificios  por  la  inundacion. 

En  estas  categorias  hemos  aprobado  subven- 
ciones  con  total  a  pagar  de  $107,000.  Hemos 
recibido  y  distribuido  $60,000,  asf  que  necesitamos 
ofrendas  de  $47,000  mas  inmediatamente. 

Esto  es  solo  un  principio.  Proponemos  que  nues- 
tra diocesis  recaude  $200,0000  en  el  ano  siguiente 
para  ayudar  con  la  obra  de  reconstruccion.  La  ayuda 
de  afuera  pronto  terminara,  y  continuar  la  obra  cay- 
era  sobre  nuestras  iglesias,  comunidades,  y  diocesis. 

Damos  gracias  por  los  que  han  dado  tan  gen- 
erosamente  en  este  emergencia  en  Carolina  del 
Norte.  Seguiremos  trabajando,  y  pedimos  que  man- 
den  cualquier  ayuda  que  pueden.  Lo  que  manden 
sera  usado  con  responsabilidad,  para  bien. 

Que  Dios  les  bendiga.  Oren  por  nosotros. 

Fielmente, 

Reverendo  Clifton  Daniel,  III,  Obispo  de  la 
Diocesis  del  Este  de  Carolina 

Reverendo  Charles  Gill,  Departamento 
Misionera  de  la  Diocesis 

Sra  Bets  Crean,  Departamento  de  Hambre,  Paz, 
y  Justicia  de  la  Diocesis 


Translation  of  bishop 's  pastoral  letter  by  Dorothy 
Hodder,  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  Wilmington. 


Episcopal  News  Service 

For  the  first  time  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  Anglican 
Communion,  a  diocese  has 
voted  to  allow  lay  people  to  pre- 
side at  the  Eucharist. 

In  a  two-to-one  secret  vote 
on  October  19  the  Diocese  of 
Sydney  (Australia)  approved  a 
five-year  trial  period  which  will 
allow  trained  lay  people  to  pre- 
side at  Holy  Communion,  with 
the  permission  of  the  archbish- 
op and  the  local  parish. 

After  discussing  the  freedom 
of  laity  to  preach  and  lead  serv- 
ices, the  author  of  the  bill,  the 
Rev.  John  Woodhouse  of  St. 
Ives,  stressed  the  importance  of 
consistency  in  dealing  with  lay 
ministry.  He  said  that,  with 
increased  lay  involvement  in  the 
life  of  the  church,  "there  is  no 
sound  reason"  to  prohibit  them 
from  presiding  at  the  Eucharist 
because  that  "obscures  the 
Gospel  we  preach." 

Archbishop  Harry  Goodhew 
of  Sydney  issued  a  statement, 
pointing  out  that  he  has  a  month 
"to  signify  assent"  to  the  action. 
While  acknowledging  that  he 
"cannot  ignore  the  strength  of 
support  for  the  matter  in  the 
synod,  at  the  same  time  I  must 
keep  in  mind  my  constitutional 
responsibilities  for  this  move 
for  the  Anglican  Communion 
throughout  the  world,  and  the 
strain  which  this  might  place 
upon  our  relationships  with 
other  parts  of  the  Anglican 
Communion. 

During  the  debate  several 
participants  expressed  deep 
concern  for  the  implications  of 
the  bill.  Bishop  Paul  Barnett  of 
North  Sydney  said  that,  while 
he  was  basically  in  favor  of  the 
bill,  he  worried  about  the 
impact  it  would  have  on  the  dio- 
cese's relationship  with  other 
Evangelical  dioceses  in  the 
Anglican  Communion. 

Vatican  seeks  patron 
saint  for  World  Wide  Web 

The  Vatican  has  not  yet  made 
an  official  decision  on  appoint- 
ing a  patron  saint  for  cybernauts 
despite  increasing  calls  from 
Catholic  users  of  the  Internet. 
According  to  a  spokesman  for 


Switzerland's  Catholic  bishops, 
many  Catholics  believe  that  the 
church  needs  to  appoint  a  spiri- 
tual guardian  for  the  Internet 
because  of  the  lack  of  moral 
authority  over  the  exploding 
number  of  web  sites. 

American  nun  accepts 
ban  on  ministry  to  gays 

The  American  nun  who  had 
been  barred  by  the  Vatican  from 
continuing  her  personal  min- 
istry to  Catholic  gays  and  les- 
bians has  declared  that  she  will 
abide  by  the  decision  and  try  to 
reverse  the  directive  by  working 
within  the  church. 

According  to  the  Washington 
Post,  Sister  Jeannine  Gramick 
asked  Roman  Catholics  in  the 
U.S.  to  help  her  find  "creative, 
collaborative  ways  to  lift  the 
burden  of  this  directive  from 
my  shoulders." 

Partnership  promotes 
church  on  television 

A  series  of  public  service 
announcements  that  builds 
awareness  of  and  welcomes 
people  to  the  Episcopal  Church 
is  airing  nationwide  and  reach- 
ing millions  of  viewers. 

The  campaign  is  made  possi- 
ble by  a  partnership  between 
the  Atlanta-based  Episcopal 
Media  Center  and  two  min- 
istries of  the  Episcopal  Church 
Center,  the  Office  of 
Evangelism  Ministries  and  the 
Office  of  Telecommunications. 
All  three  entities  donated 
$10,000  to  the  campaign. 

The  TV  spots,  developed  by 
the  media  center,  were  distrib- 
uted in  September  to  600  broad- 
cast and  cable  stations.  TV 
Access,  a  Chicago  firm  that 
works  exclusively  with  non- 
profits, tracks  for  a  year  when 
and  where  the  spots  air. 

In  the  first  three  weeks,  14 
broadcast  stations  (ABC,  CBS, 
Fox)  had  aired  them  an  average 
of  50  times  apiece,  and  nearly 
500  cable  stations  carried  them. 
More  than  15  million  homes 
were  reached. 

All  three  of  the  30-second  spots 
convey  a  message  that  "The 
Episcopal  Church  welcomes 
hungry  hearts." 
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Outreach 
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Supporting  The  Ministries  In  Our  Midst 


The  work  of  Father  Tony  Rojas  (left)  and  Father  Nick  Ibrerra  with  our 
Hispanic  brothers  and  sisters  is  made  possible  by  funding  from  the 
Missionary  Outreach  Department.  Let  them  know  we  value  their  ministries. 


By  Rev.  David  Davis 
Deacon,  Holy  Trinity  Fayetteville 

Did  you  go  to  bed  with  a  gnawing 
hunger  in  your  belly,  or  tell  your 
child  that  we  wouldn't  be  eating 
supper  tonight  because  we  just 
didn't  have  enough  food? 
Did  you  wake  up  to  a  cold  chill,  curled  up 
in  a  ball  to  capture  what  little  warmth  you 
had  because  you  had  no  heat  nor  even  a 
decent  blanket? 

Were  you  too  hungry,  angry,  lonely  or  tired 
to  do  anything  with  your  life  other  than  gath- 
er the  basics  to  barely  survive? 

Chances  are  that  most  everyone  reading 
this  article  lives  into  the  American  Dream  of 
having  more  than  enough  of  what  we  need. 
Sadly,  however,  for  not  a  few  thousand  but 
rather  tens  of  thousands  of  people  within  our 
own  diocese  there  is  a  resounding  yes  to 
these  questions.  These  are  our  fellow  family 
members  in  the  Body  of  Christ  to  whom  we 
are  called  by  our  Lord  to  feed,  clothe,  shelter, 
and  visit  without  judgement  and  from  our 
abundances. 

Our  diocese  has  traditionally  been  a  strong 
supporter  and  developer  of  the  many 
Outreach  programs  that  are  in  the  trenches, 
battling  day  in  and  out  to  sustain  those  with 
so  many  needs.  Programs  that  take  the  gifts 
that  we  provide  individually,  as  parishes,  and 
as  a  diocese  and  turn  them  into  living  pro- 
grams of  hope  and  loving  support. 

Your  diocese  is  working  hard,  and  in  so 
many  ways,  to  carry  out  the  great  command- 
ment 'to  love  our  neighbor  as  ourselves'  as  we 
strive  to  'be  doers  of  the  word,  and  not  mere- 
ly hearers'. 

The  fact  is,  however,  that  to  fulfill  these 
many  wonderful  ministries  we  must  be  joy- 
fully willing  to  shoulder  the  cost.  Sadly,  dur- 


ing the  development  of  the  1999  Diocesan 
budget,  the  Department  of  Missionary 
Outreach,  which  administers  your  diocese's 
funds  for  these  programs,  received  only  61% 
of  what  was  needed  to  continue  the  opera- 
tions of  these  ministries.  Fortunately,  some 
unexpected  funds  came  in  later  in  the  year 
which  allowed  us  to  fill  the  funding  shortfall. 

For  the  start  of  this  new  millennium,  these 
ministries  will  require  about  $420,000  to 
carry  on  their  tremendous  efforts.  This 
reflects  about  a  25%  increase  to  that  needed 
in  1999.  Much  of  this  increase  is  necessary  to 
continue  the  long-term  Hurricane  recovery 
efforts  that  will  be  necessary  for  the  next  sev- 
eral years. 

For  the  most  part,  each  of  these 
ministries  has  been  working  in  the  vanguard 
of  the  initial  emergency  relief  efforts;  and 
because  of  them  many  people  have  received 
emergency  support  that  otherwise  would 
have  been  unavailable,  especially  the  tens  of 
thousands  of  "the  socially  invisible"  -  those 
on  the  fringe,  such  as  the  migrant  and  sea- 
sonal workers,  and  the  homeless,  who  with- 
out these  agencies  would  have  fallen  outside 
the  safety  net  of  relief  support. 

While  the  generous  gifts  being  received  and 
used  for  Hurricane  relief  support  are  so  cru- 
cial, it  is  also  important  that  we  realize  that  it 
is  only  through  the  day  to  day  operations  of 
these  organizations  that  we  can  ensure  some 
form  of  safety  net  for  those  they  minister  to. 
We  pray  that  you  will  keep  this  in  your  con- 
sideration as  you  individually  and  as  parishes 
develop  your  level  of  giving  for  this  upcom- 
ing year. 

We  pray  that  you  will  be  generous  in 
remembering  and  supporting  the  many 
blessed  programs  that  we  as  a  diocese  sup- 
port in  carrying  out  our  mission  to  worship 
our  Lord  and  to  serve  all  His  creation. 


OUTREACH  AGENCIES 


Food  Bank  of  the  Albemarle:  Provides  food  and  other  assistance  by 
distributing  over  1/2  million  pounds  of  food  to  non-profit  agencies  in  15 
counties;  and  over  30,000  individual  meals  in  several  counties;  pro- 
vides more  that  $15,000  in  fuel  assistance  throughout  six  counties; 
develops  new  food  pantries  and  implements  SHARE  host  sites. 

■fr 

Diocesan  Prison  Commission:  Recruits  and  trains  Christian  volunteers 
to  visit  prisons  for  small  group  and  one-on-one  ministry.  Provides  pas- 
toral ministry  support  to  prison  staff. 

■fr 

Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry:  Assists  in  the  resettlement  of  refugees 
from  the  many  war-torn  and  strife  filled  countries  throughout  the  world. 
Through  their  shared  efforts  they  have  successfully  resettled  over  100 
refugees,  so  that  they  might  start  new  lives  free  from  the  persecution, 
torture,  and  death  so  prevelant  in  their  native  lands. 

■fr 

Episcopal  Campus  Ministry:  Provides  a  part-time,  parish-based  chap- 
laincy at  St.  Paul's  (Greenville)  to  serve  the  many  pastoral,  sacramen- 
tal, and  spiritual  needs  of  students  at  Eastern  Carolina  University, 

■fr 

United  Christian  Campus  Ministry:  Similar  to  the  Episcopal  Campus 
Ministry  in  Greenville.  This  ministry  serves  the  very  large  and  widely 
diverse  college  student  population  at  the  University  of  North  Carolina  in 
Wilmington  through  an  ecumenical  ministry  based  at  St.  Matthews 
Lutheran  Church,  which  is  adjacent  to  the  campus. 

■fr 

Good  Shepherd  Ministries:  Based  at  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd  in 
Wilmington,  serves  as  an  Urban  Ministry  program  for  a  large  part  of  the 
Lower  Cape  Fear  Deanery's  area,  serving  over  20,000  people  a  year. 
Provides  a  daytime  shelter  facility  for  the  homeless  and  near  homeless. 
Through  this  shelter  they  offer  a  myriad  of  services  and  programs  such 
as:  a  clothing  closet,  food  pantry,  meals  program,  mental  health  and 
financial  counseling,  a  job  search  service;  and  transitional  housing. 

■fr 

Episcopal  Farmworker  Ministry:  Responds  to  the  physical,  emotional 
and  spiritual  needs  of  the  over  50,000  migrant  and  seasonal  farmwork- 
ers and  their  families  found  within  the  southeastern  part  of  Carolina. 
These  are  truly  an  invisible  population  among  us.  Most  of  them  are 
tucked  away  in  labor  camps,  being  kept  out  of  our  sight  and  minds. 

■fr 

Episcopal  Hispanic  Ministries  (including  San  Mateo):  Similar  to  the 
Farmworkers  Ministry,  this  program  responds  to  the  tens  of  thousands 
of  Hispanics  (many  migrant  and  seasonal  farm  and  seafood  workers) 
found  within  the  northeastern  part  of  Carolina.  It  includes  the  parish 
work  of  San  Mateo,  which  serves  as  our  model  for  establishing  parish 
based  Sacramental,  Community,  Spiritual  and  Outreach  programs  for 
the  vastly  increasing  Hispanic  population  in  our  diocese. 

■fr 

Shepherd's  Staff:  Provides  Outreach  services  and  programs  to  all 
persons  in  need  within  Beaufort  and  Hyde  counties.  This  organization 
offers  a  wide  variety  of  emergency  assistance  and  empowerment  pro- 
grams to  those  it  serves.  Programs  such  as:  family  services,  trans- 
portation to  the  handicapped,  food  assistance,  a  clothing  closet,  emer- 
gency utility  assistance  and  substance  abuse  counseling. 

■fr 

Companion  Diocese  Ministry:  Provides  ways  for  both  dioceses  to 
reach  beyond  stereotypes,  experience  some  of  the  many  people  and 
traditions  that  define  the  whole  body  of  Christ,  and  learn  how  we  can 
support  each  other's  ministries.  Assists  with  the  travel  expenses  for 
Puerto  Rican  youths  to  participate  in  the  life  of  Camp  Trinity.  Funds 
trainers  to  assist  in  the  development  of  a  Happenings  program  in 
Puerto  Rico.  Facilitate  support  for  East  Carolina's  migrant  ministry. 
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Refugee  Ministry/Convention 


 PWEll 


Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry  board  chair  Rosemary  Stark  presents  a  going  away  gift 
for  Susan  Husson,  who  was  ending  her  service  as  case  manager.  The  Episcopal 
Migration  Ministries  poster  depicts  the  Holy  Family  in  flight.  It  was  first  published  in 
1938  when  Jewish  people  were  fleeing  persecution  in  Nazi  Europe. 

Get-together  wins  out  over  flood 


By  Judith  Castranova 
Diocesan  Refugee  Coordinator 

More  than  120  people  traveled  over  unfamiliar 
roads  to  attend  Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry's 
Second  Annual  Get-Together  at  Kinston's  First 
Presbyterian  Church. 

With  300  roads  closed  in  East  Carolina  due  to 
flooding  from  Hurricane  Floyd,  a  good  turnout 
seemed  out  of  the  question.  But  the  guests  were 
not  to  be  dissuaded  from  having  a  good  time! 

The  meeting  was  attended  by  volunteers  as  well 
as  families  who  have  been  part  of  the  refugee  pro- 
gram. 


New  staff  members  were  introduced  and  a 
farewell  was  given  to  Susan  Husson,  Case 
Manager.  The  Episcopal  Migration  Ministries 
poster  of  the  Holy  Family  in  flight,  first  published 
in  1938  when  the  Jewish  people  were  fleeing  per- 
secution in  Nazi  Europe,  was  presented  as  a  going- 
away  gift.  The  poster  now  hangs  in  Susan's  house 
as  a  permanent  reminder  of  her  four  years  of  serv- 
ice with  Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry. 

The  only  complaint  anyone  heard  about  the  get- 
together  was  that  it  was  too  short  —  everyone  is 
waiting  for  the  next  opportunity  to  meet  East 
Carolina's  new  arrivals  and  get  caught  up  with  old 
acquaintances. 


Left,  Kasim  and  Almira  Aleckovic  came  from  Wilmington  to  meet  new  friends. 
Right,  Susan  Husson  catches  up  with  the  Music  family  of  Greenville. 


— 


CONVENTION  NEWS 


The  1 17th  Annual  Convention  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina 
will  beheld  Feb.  17-19,  2000,  at  the  Hilton  Inn  in  Wilmington. 

This  year's  theme  is  The  Courage  to  Will  and  to  Persevere,  a 
continuation  of  last  year's  theme,  Give  Us  An  Inquiring  and 
Discerning  Heart.  A  teaching  session  led  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Don 
Armentrout  will  be  offered  Thursday  afternoon.  The  opening 
service  will  be  held  at  St.  James  Parish. 

Resolutions  should  be  sent  to  the  Convention  Secretary  at  the 
Diocesan  Office  no  later  than  Dec.  31, 1999.  Registration  ques- 
tions should  be  directed  to  Jimi  Paderick,  Convention  Registrar, 
at  1-888-622-4778.  Parishes  are  encouraged  to  register  their 
clergy  and  delegates  through  the  parish  instead  of  mdividually. 

The  2001  convention  will  be  held  Feb.  8-10  in  New  Bern  and 
the  2002  convention  is  tentatively  scheduled  for  Feb.  14-16  in 
Greenville. 


The  Gift  of  Resolutions 


The  Rev.  Ronald  G.  Abrams,  St.  lames 
Chair,  Resolutions  Committee 


Sometimes  they  can  comfort  our  sorrows.  At  other  times  they 
can  challenge  our  faith,  and  there  are  still  other  occasions  when 
we  realize  that  members  of  our  larger  faith  family  agree  with  our 
understanding  of  an  issue.  Resolutions  are  an  important  part  of 
our  Diocesan  Convention.  The  major  purpose  of  resolutions  is 
for  delegates  to  share  concerns  important  to  the  life  of  the 
church. 

Resolutions  are  usually  in  two  arenas  of  the  life  of  the  church: 
those  which  give  thanks  for  a  parish,  ministries  and  individuals 
who  have  give  faithfully  of  themselves  in  the  life  of  the  diocese; 
and  resolutions  that  educate  the  convention  on  particular  issues 
and  may  seek  some  supportive  action  from  the  convention. 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  Resolutions  process,  the  foEowing 
standards  are  set  by  the  Canons  and  Constitution: 

1.  Resolutions  are  best  submitted  by  a  delegate  no  later  than 
December  31.  Resolutions  need  to  be  sent  to  the  Convention 
Secretary  in  the  Diocesan  Office  in  Kinston.  This  time  table 
allows  their  publications  and  prayerful  consideration  prior  to 
convention. 

2.  Resolutions  submitted  after  December  31  must  be  signed  by 
ten  delegates  from  three  parishes. 

3.  A  vestry  may  not  submit  a  resolution,  though  a  delegate  may 
submit  a  resolution  on  behalf  of  a  vestry  or  other  group  in  the 
diocese. 

4.  The  deadline  for  all  resolutions  is  1  p.m.  on  the  Friday  of 
Convention. 

5.  Resolutions'  sponsors  are  requested  to  be  at  hearings  sched- 
uled for  Friday  afternoon. 

6.  The  Resolutions  Committee  will  determine  the  order  in  which 
resolutions  are  presented.  Resolutions  are  usually  grouped  into 
categories  such  as  memorials,  thanksgiving,  structure,  outreach, 
etc.  They  are  not  numbered  by  the  order  in  which  they  arrive  at 
the  Diocesan  office. 

The  Resolutions  Committee  encourages  your  involvement  in 
the  resolutions  process  so  you  may  have  the  opportunity  to  dis- 
cuss and  educate  yourselves  regarding  the  future  of  Christ's 
church  as  we  gather  for  the  117th  Annual  Convention  of  the 
Diocese  of  East  Carolina  from  February  17-19,  2000,  in 
WUmington. 

If  we  can  assist  you,  please  don't  hesitate  to  contact  the 
Diocesan  office  or  this  committee. 


...  'SA'^ 
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Screenings  can  save  lives 


Gari  Eberhardt,  RN,MSN 
St.  Andrew's  Wilmington 

edical  research  has  proven  that 
there  are  healthful  living 
behaviors  that  will  prolong  a 
person's  life  by  1 1  years. 
These  behaviors  are  no  smok- 
ing, drinking  in  moderation,  no  drug  abuse,  eat- 
ing breakfast  plus  2  other  healthful  meals  a  day, 
keeping  one's  weight  appropriate  for  height 
and  bone  structure,  regular  exercising,  daily 
meditation  and  going  to  church  and  sleeping  7- 
8  hours  each  night. 

Screening  for  medical  problems  save  lives 
also.  Advice  about  who  needs  to  be  screened 
and  how  often  is  constantly  being  debated  by 
government  medical  organization,  HMOs  and 
physicians. 

Here  are  some  of  the  common  screenings  you 
should  be  aware  of  and  discuss  with  your  health 
care  provider: 

A  Pap  smear  screens  for  cervical  cancer,  pre- 
cancerous lesions  and  other  sexually  transmit- 
ted diseases.  A  Pap  smear,  along  with  an  inter- 
nal pelvic  examination,  is  recommended  for  a 
woman,  regardless  of  age. 

Mammograms  combined  with  clinical  breast 
exams  screen  for  breast  cancer.  A  base  line 
mammogram  is  recommended  at  age  40  and 
yearly  screens  afterward.  If  there  is  a  history  of 
breast  cancer  in  the  family  clinical  screening 
should  start  earlier.  Monthly  self  exams  are  rec- 
ommended for  all  women. 

A  bone  density  scan  measures  bone  thickness 
to  give  an  indication  of  a  woman's  risk  for 
osteoporosis.  Women  at  menopause,  post- 
menopausal women  taking  medication  to  main- 
tain their  bone  density,  and  those  at  risk  such  as 
long  time  smokers  or  those  with  a  family  histo- 
ry of  osteoporosis  should  have  the  bone  density 
test. 

Fasting  plasma  glucose  test  checks  for  type 
II  diabetes.  Experts  recommend  a  yearly  test 
beginning  at  age  45,  or  age  35  if  you  have  a  risk 
factor  such  as  obesity,  gestational  diabetes  or  a 
family  history  of  diabetes. 

Blood  pressure  tests  assess  your  risk  for 
heart  attack,  stroke  and  liver  and  kidney  dam- 
age People  21  and  older  with  no  family  history 
of  hypertension  should  have  their  blood  pres- 
sure checked  a  minimum  of  once  every  two 
years.  Those  with  a  family  history  or  African 
Americans  should  be  tested  yearly. 

Cholesterol  screening  is  a  key  component  in 
determining  your  risk  for  heart  disease.  Adults 
20  years  and  older  (both  men  and  women)  need 
checks  once  every  5  years,  and  more  often  if 
they  test  high  or  toward  the  high  norm. 
Anything  over  200  is  considered  high  and  at 
risk.  Many  older  adults  need  more  frequent 
lipid  monitoring,  either  because  their  findings 
are  abnormal  or  because  they  have  other  heart 
disease  risk  factors  (diabetes,  smoking,  a  fami- 
ly history  of  heart  disease,  obesity  or  a  seden- 
tary lifestyle). 


A  thyroid  function  blood  test  for  women 
may  also  be  advisable,  especially  around 
menopause,  because  hypothyroidism  (an  under- 
active thyroid)  frequently  develops  at  about  this 
time.  Symptoms  include  fatigue,  weight  gain, 
and  sensitivity  to  cold  temperatures. 

Glaucoma  screening  for  both  men  and 
women  should  be  performed  every  3  to  5  years. 
Shorter  intervals  are  necessary  for  high-risk 
individuals,  especially  African  Americans  and 
people  with  diabetes,  myopia  (nearsightedness), 
or  a  family  history  of  glaucoma.  By  age  65,  an 
annual  exam  is  advisable. 

For  men  and  women,  screening  for  colorec- 
tal cancer  involves  fecal  occult  blood  test  once 
a  year,  a  digital  examination  every  3-5  years, 
sigmoidoscopy  to  inspect  the  rectum  and  lower 
sigmoid  colon  every  3-5  years.  Those  people 
with  a  history  of  suspicious  lesions  or  a  family 
history  of  colorectal  cancer,  require  more  fre- 
quent monitoring  and  a  colonoscopy,  which 
permits  a  more  thorough  inspection  of  the 
colon. 

Two  very  special  screenings  that  men  should 
concern  themselves  with  are  tests  for  prostate 
cancer.  It  takes  the  combination  of  the  two  tests 
to  rule  out  prostate  cancer.  One  is  a  blood  test 
—  PSA  —  which  tests  for  a  specific  prostate 
antigen.  The  other  is  a  digital  rectal  exam  — 
DRE.  A  man  over  40  should  have  baseline  test 
done.  If  the  PSA  is  less  than  2.0ng/ml  and  the 
DRE  is  normal,  waiting  two  years  before 
repeating  the  test  is  reasonable.  However, 
annual  DRE  and  PSA  testing  is  advisable  for 
high  risk  men,  especially  African  Americans 
and  men  with  an  abnormal  DRE  and  a  PSA 
higher  than  2.0ng/ml;  or  a  family  history  of 
prostate  cancer. 

On  the  horizon  is  a  new  hope  for  curing  lung 
cancer  because  of  a  screening  tests  that  will 
detect  the  cancer  when  it  is  very  small  and  treat- 
able. The  tests  are  spiral  CT  scans  along  with 
the  standard  test  for  lung  cancer,  which  is  a 
chest  X-ray.  CT  screening  transforms  the  prog- 
nosis for  lung  cancer  just  as  mammography  did 
for  breast  cancer  and  Pap  tests  did  for  cervical 
cancer.  It  will  boost  the  5 -year  survival  rate  for 
lung  cancer  to  80  percent. 

Science  has  given  us  so  many  ways  to  help 
prevent  diseases  or  detect  them  early.  Our  life 
span  can  be  increased  but  the  success  of 
increasing  the  years  of  our  lives  will  be  in  our 
hands  and  how  we  use  the  preventive  knowl- 
edge and  screening  tests  that  we  now  have. 

May  God  the  Father  Bless  you,  God  the  Son 
heal  you,  and  God  the  Holy  Spirit  give  you 
strength.  May  God  the  holy  and  undivided 
Trinity  guard  you,  protect  you  and  comfort  you, 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

Gari  Eberliardt,  parish  nurse  at  St.  Andrews  On-the- 
Sound  in  Wilmington,  is  a  registered  nurse  and  certi- 
fied congregational  nurse.  This  column  is  for  general 
educational  purposes  only.  You  should  consult  your 
physician  for  specific  problems. 


Trinity  Center  Board  of  Visitors  Meets 


Members  of  the  Trinity  Center  Board  of  Visitors  enjoy  dinner 
at  an  October  retreat  at  Trinity.  The  purpose  of  the  board  is 
to  offer  advice  and  vision  to  Trinity  Center  from  a  diverse 
perspective.  Members  of  the  board  of  visitors  are: 


Mr.  Al  R.  Chesson  Jr.,  Williamston;  Mr.  Stan  Crowe,  Williamston;  Mrs. 
Maurine  Elebash,  Wilmington;  Mr.  Tom  Lambeth,  Winston-Salem;  Mr.  Pete 
Moffitt,  Cedar  Point;  Dr.  William  C.  Powell,  Fayetteville;  Mr.  Cecil  W.  Sewell 
Jr.,  Rocky  Mount;  Mrs.  Nancy  Broadwell,  Fayetteville;  Ms.  Marilyn  Collins, 
Pine  Knoll  Shores;  Mrs.  Coleman  J.  Dance,  Kinston;  Dr.  Charles  H.  Duckett, 
Bath;  Ms.  Harriet  Gruber,  Morehead  City;  Dr.  Julius  Quinton  Mallette, 
Greenville;  Mr.  William  Moore,  Raleigh;  Mr.  Larry  Overton,  Aulander;  Mr. 
Carl  Ragsdale,  Washington,  DC;  Mr.  Charles  Shields,  Pittsboro;  Dr.  Ken 
Chance,  New  Bern;  Mr.  David  Crabtree,  Apex;  Mr.  Chan  Daniel,  Wilmington; 
Mr.  H.  Glenn  Dunn;  Raleigh;  The  Rev.  James  Horton,  Williamston;  Mr. 
Grover  C.  Maxwell  Jr.,  Greenville;  Mr.  Wallace  C  Murchison,  Wilmington;  Dr. 
Orrin  H.  Pilkey,  Durham;  Mr.  Abdul  S.  Rasheed,  Raleigh;  Dr.  Lundie 
Spence,  Raleigh;  Mr.  Allan  Strange,  Wilmington;  Ms.  Mary  Jo  Utley, 
Cullowhee;  Dr.  Richard  Thompson,  Jackson,  Miss;  Mr.  Donald  A.  Wells, 
Cedar  Grove,  Mr.  Bill  Tschudy,  Apex. 


Bishops  speak  to  proposal 
for  alternative  oversight 


Episcopal  Life 

A  small  group  of  bishops  has  ini- 
tiated discussion  on  a  radical  pro- 
posal that  congregations  have  the 
freedom  to  replace  their  own  bishop 
with  alternative  episcopal  oversight 
and  redirect  their  financial  support 
to  the  diocese  of  the  overseeing 
bishop. 

Bishop  Robert  Duncan  of  the 
Diocese  of  Pittsburgh  approached 
Presiding  Bishop  Frank  T  Griswold 
with  a  printed  document  at  the 
House  of  Bishops  meeting  at  San 
Diego  in  September.  It  was  not 
brought  before  the  bishops'  meeting, 
but  over  lunch  the  presiding  bishop's 
Council  of  Advice  discussed  it  with 
Bishop  Duncan  and  Bishop  John 
Lipscomb  of  the  Diocese  of 
Southwest  Florida. 

The  document  includes  a  pledge 
to  "deepen  unity"  and  refrain  from 


"coercive  legislation"  at  General 
Convention. 

Bishop  Griswold  said  it  is  a  set  of 
"talking  points."  He  urged  Bishop 
Duncan  to  broaden  discussion  to 
include  another  half-dozen  bishops. 
Bishop  Griswold  said  he  would 
report  results  of  that  discussion  in 
December  to  a  joint  meeting  of  the 
Councils  of  Advice  of  the  presiding 
bishop  and  president  of  the  House  of 
Deputies. 

The  six  participating  in  the  con- 
tinuing conversation,  in  addition  to 
Duncan  and  Lipscomb,  are  Bishops 
Fred  Borsch  of  the  Diocese  of  Los 
Angeles,  Richard  Grein  of  the 
Diocese  of  New  York,  Geralyn 
Wolfe  of  the  Diocese  of  Rhode 
Island,  Catherine  Waynick  of  the 
Diocese  of  Indianapolis,  Charles 
Bennison  of  the  Diocese  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Paul  Marshall  of 
the  Diocese  of  Bethlehem. 
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Letting  Go,  Letting  Be 


By  David  Crean 


N 


ovember.  Fall. 
Falling.  Sinking. 
Letting  go.  It's  not 
an  easy  thing  to  do 
in  the  spiritual  life. 
There  is  a  feeling 


of  helplessness,  a 
lack  of  control,  that  makes  us  unwill- 
ing to  take  the  plunge  into  the 
unknown.  We  don't  want  to  have  to 
give  up  something,  to  die,  in  order  to 
gain  eternal  life.  We  don't  want  to 
have  to  let  go  in  order  to  become. 

The  notion  of  falling,  of  sinking,  is 
a  familiar  one,  though,  in  the  writings 
of  the  mystics.  "Think  of  the  soul  as  a 
vortex  or  a  whirlpool,"  wrote  Meister 
Eckhart,  six  hundred  years  ago,  "and 
you  will  understand  why  we  are  to 
sink  eternally  from  negation  to  nega- 
tion into  the  One.  And  how  we  are  to 
sink  eternally  from  letting  go  to  letting  go  into 
God." 

Poets  as  well  as  mystics  understand  this.  Poets 
have  the  capacity  to  use  language  in  ways  that 
open  windows  for  the  soul  to  gaze  on  eternity. 
Poets  who  themselves  have  a  deep  spiritual  life 
are  uniquely  gifted  with  this  capacity.  Such  poets 
include  John  Donne,  George  Herbert,  T.S.  Eliot, 
W.B.  Yeats,  and  Rainer  Maria  Rilke. 

Rilke's  language,  in  particular,  even  in  trans- 
lation, offers  metaphors  and  juxtapositions  of 
words  that  startle  us  and  make  us  think.  Consider 
the  following:  "I  am  the  interval  between  two 
notes,"  or  "I  have  faith  in  nights,"  or  "Every  angel 
is  terrifying"  (so  much  for  the  depictions  of  sen- 
timental New  Age  angels  which  we  find  every- 
where!). Consider  too,  these  thoughts  on  Mary: 
"Her  life  resembled  trumpets  on  the  feast  days," 
and  "She  was  like  a  slope  with  vines,  heavily 
bearing." 

Rilke  wrote  movingly  of  the  experience  of 
falling  in  his  poem,  Autumn,  which  seems  appro- 
priate to  reflect  on  at  this  time  of  year: 

The  leaves  fall,  fall  as  from  far  away,  like  with- 
ered things  from  gardens  deep  in  sky;  they  fall 
with  gestures  of  renunciation. 

And  through  the  night  the  heavy  earth  falls  too, 
down  from  the  stars,  into  the  loneliness. 

And  we  all  fall.  This  hand  must  fall.  Look 
everywhere:  it  is  the  lot  of  all. 

Yet  there  is  One  who  holds  us  as  we  fall  eter- 
nally in  his  hands'  tenderness. 

Falling  implies  letting  go,  giving  up.  The  prob- 
lem that  faces  us  as  American  Christians  in  the 
waning  years  of  the  second  millennium  is  that  we 
don't  want  to  let  go  of  anything,  to  give  up  any- 
thing. We  don't  want  "gestures  of  renunciation." 
We  like  to  be  in  control.  We  have  a  desperate  need 
to  control  everything  ~  including  God.  Too  many 
of  us  want  to  possess  God,  to  keep  God  in  our 
pockets,  an  obedient  and  controllable  deity  to  be 


produced  at  any  moment  that  we  wish  in  order  to 
do  our  bidding  or  to  ratify  the  decisions  that  we 
have  made.  We  like  to  pick  and  choose  from  those 
aspects  of  God  which  we  find  conform  to  our  own 
ideas  and  values,  and  reject  those  that  don't. 
There's  no  room  for  falling,  for  being  out  of  con- 
trol, for  letting  go,  for  surrendering,  in  this  sce- 
nario. There's  not  much  room  for  saying  humbly, 
"Thy  will  be  done." 

And  yet,  falling  —  or  sinking,  if  you  will  ~  is 
what  we  are  called  above  all  to  do  in  the  spiritual 
life.  We  are  called  upon  to  surrender,  to  give  up 
all  that  is  dear  to  us,  in  order  to  become  more  than 
we  are,  to  grow  into  "the  measure  of  the  full 
stature  of  Christ."  Tilden  Edwards  in  his  book 
'Living  in  the  Presence,'  offers  this  insight: 
"When  we  sink  into  our  unpossessive  larger  iden- 
tity in  God  ...  we  participate  in  making  all  things 
new.  Every  moment  is  a  fresh  moment  of  the 
Spirit,  unless  we  chain  it  to  the  staleness  of  the 
past  moment." 

In  the  spiritual  life  we  fall  from  the  old,  the 
familiar,  the  stale  into  the  new,  the  strange,  the 
fresh.  (W.H.  Auden  writes:  "You  will  see  rare 
beasts  and  have  unique  experiences.")  This  is 
what  Rilke  finally  means  when  he  writes: 

Yet  there  is  One  who  holds  us  as  we  fall  eter- 
nally in  his  hands'  tenderness. 

We're  not  really  falling,  or  if  we  are  our  fall  is 
not  out  of  control  like  that  of  the  leaves  falling  "as 
from  far  away,  like  withered  things  from  gardens 
deep  in  sky."  We  fall  not  "down  from  the  stars, 
into  the  loneliness,"  but  into  the  light,  into  fel- 
lowship. Our  falling,  our  letting  go,  is  into  the 
Being  who  is  our  ultimate  safety  and  security  ~ 
and  beyond  the  wildest  imaginings  of  our  dreams. 

David  Crean  is  a  member  of  the  diocesan 
Spiritual  Resources  Commission.  He  is  co-author 
of  "The  Journey  to  Adulthood"  and  "The  Adult 
Journey." 


Advent  retreat  deadline  near 

The  Spiritual  Resources 
Commission  is  very  pleased 
to  offer  the  annual  Advent 
retreat  at  Trinity  Center  on 
Dec.  3-5. 

This  year's  retreat  leader 
is  the  Rev.  Sr.  Rosina  A. 
Ampah,  OSH.  A  native  of 
Ghana,  Africa,  Sr.  Rosina 
has  been  a  member  of  the 
Order  of  St.  Helena  for  21 
years  and  a  priest  for  six 
years.  She  currently  lives  in 
the  order's  Augusta  Convent. 

She  has  served  as 
Christian  Educator  at  St. 
Philip's  in  Harlem  and  St. 
Thomas  in  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 
She  is  an  experienced  retreat 
leader,  storyteller  and  spiritu- 
al  director  As  one  of  the     ^  w  ^  SJ^ 

four-member  leadership   

council  in  her  community, 

she  holds  the  position  of  Pastoral  Minister. 

Sr.  Rosina  served  as  a  chaplain  for  1998's  Lambeth  Conference 
of  Anglican  Communion  bishops. 

Sr.  Rosina  will  remind  us  that  Advent  is  a  season  for  spiritual 
accountability.  It  is  important  to  take  time  to  review  the  past  year 
as  we  once  again  welcome  the  Christ  Child. 

It  offers  us  the  opportunity  to  take  stock  of  the  promises  we 
made  during  the  last  Advent  season  and  to  see  how  we  have  hon- 
ored these  promises. 

Advent  is  a  wonderful  time  to  "clean  house,"  to  put  things 
right  in  our  relationships,  both  physically  and  spiritually,  so  that 
we  might  celebrate  the  Holy  Season  with  an  open  heart  and  mind. 

This  is  the  last  Advent  of  the  20th  Century  and  Sr.  Rosina  will 
help  us  think  about  how  to  be  prepared  to  enter  the  year  2000  as  a 
Christian  believer.  Her  meditations  will  focus  on  Preparation, 
Anticipation  and  Participation  in  welcoming  the  Christ  Child. 


ADVENT  RETREAT  REGISTRATION  FORM 

Dec.  3-4  at  Trinity  Center 
Registration  deacSine:  Nov.  22 
Cost:  $115  includes  room  and  meals.  Return  this  form  with  a 
$20  deposit  to  Nancy  Craig,  Advent  Retreat,  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina,  PO  Box  1336,  Kinston,  NC,  28503.  Checks 
payable  to  Diocese  of  East  Carolina. 


Name 


Address 


Phone 


PELICAN  HOUSE 

A  Quiet  House  at  Trinity  Center 

For  information  and  reservations  cal  252-222-0855 
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editorials 

Don't  forget 
PB'sFund 

Earthquakes  in  faraway  places. 
Wars  in  which  we  don't  know  who's 
fighting. 

Famine,  which  we  can't  conceive. 

Several  times  a  year  an  envelope 
shows  up  from  the  Presiding  Bishop's 
Fund  for  World  Relief.  We  may  send  a 
modest  contribution,  and  then  forget 
about  it. 

Or  we  may  send  nothing  at  all,  thinking 
that  the  fund  has  plenty  of  money,  or  not 
feel  any  connection  to  the  people  it  helps. 

Earthquake  victims  in  faraway  places. 

Victims  of  wars,  in  which  we  don't  know 
who's  fighting. 

Famine  victims,  who  seem  to  be  worlds 
away. 

Then  the  rains  came,  flooding  our 
homes  and  towns.  Suffering  that  we  now 
understand  all  too  well. 

And  the  Presiding  Bishop's  Fund  for 
World  Relief  is  there  again,  this  time  for 
us. 

The  Episcopal  Church  created  The 
Presiding  Bishop's  Fund  to  be  the  pri- 
mary means  through  which  all 
Episcopalians  can  express  their  compas- 
sion for  people  in  need  throughout  the 
world. 

This  suffering  world  always  seemed  so 
distant,  but  now  so  near. 

The  people  of  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina  have  given  generously  to  the 
hurricane  relief  fund.  Your  generosity  is 
providing  relief  for  suffering  neighbors  in 
very  tangible  ways,  connecting  us  as  the 
body  of  Christ. 

And  through  the  Presiding  Bishop's 
fund,  the  people  of  East  Carolina  are  con- 
nected to  people  in  Turkey,  East  Timor, 
Honduras,  Africa  ...  the  list  goes  on. 

The  Presiding  Bishop's  Fund  has  been 
hit  very  hard  from  recent  disasters.  When 
the  envelope  shows  up  again,  remember 
the  people  of  Turkey,  of  East  Timor,  of 
Honduras,  of  Africa  ...  of  East  Carolina. 

We  may  be  separated  from  our  broth- 
ers and  sisters  of  the  world  by  distance, 
politics  and  culture.  But  we  are  entwined 
with  them  indelibly  in  the  Body  of  Christ. 


Letters  to  the  editor,  essays, 
opinion  columns  and  story 
submissions  welcome. 


EDITOR'S  CORNER/Scott  Nunn 


At  home  in  the  larger  body  of  Christ 


n  Page  6  you  can  read  an 
article  about  youth  violence, 
with  the  headline:  Young 
People  Need  Adults' 
Steadfast  Support.  The  story 
is  part  of  a  project  by  the  Episcopal 
Communicators  called  Stand  Up  for  Youth. 

It's  easy  to  think  our  children  and 
teenagers  are  shielded  from  violence  here  in 
East  Carolina.  But  a  headline  in  the  Nov.  2 
Wilmington  Morning  Star  reminds  us  that 
they  are  not: 

"Others  Dodged  Bullets  as  Teen-ager 
Died." 

I've  just  come  from  a  meeting  at  church 
where  we  spent  45  minutes  in  Lambeth 
Bible  Study. 

When  it  came  time  for  one  of  the  partic- 
'  ipants  to  describe  how  the  passage  from 
John  had  changed  him,  words  did  not  come. 
All  that  was  on  his  mind,  he  said,  was  his 
teen-age  daughter,  who,  with  other  class- 
mates, had  attended  the  funeral  of  16-year- 
old  Denkita  Mott.  Denkita,  an  innocent 
bystander,  was  killed  in  a  hail  of  gunfire  that 
also  hit  a  home  where  several  children  were 
sleeping. 

My  friend  seemed  numbed. 
He's  an  intelligent,  faithful  man,  but  he 


had  no  answers  for  his  daughter,  who  now, 
has  taken  part  in  what  has  become  an  insid- 
ious rite  of  passage  for  so  many  of  our  teen- 
agers: attending  the  funeral  of  a  slain  class- 
mate. 

I  wish  we  could  have  offered  some  words 
of  wisdom;  some  golden  nugget  from  the 
text  we  had  read  that  would  ease  his  and  his 
daughter's  pain.  We  found  no  easy  answers. 

The  story  was  about  Jesus  revealing  him- 
self to  some  of  the  disciples  who  were  fish- 
ing with  nets  in  the  sea  of  Tiberias.  Jesus 
tells  the  disciples  to  "feed  my  sheep."  At  the 
end  of  the  passage  he  tells  Peter  "To  follow 
me." 

Those  were  the  words  of  comfort  we  had 
to  offer:  "Feed  my  sheep  and  come  and  fol- 
low me." 

In  the  column  at  the  bottom  of  this  page, 
a  young  adult  tries  to  explain  how  her  gen- 
eration views  the  church  and  God.  She  asks 
not  for  highly-programmed  activities,  or 
flashy,  fast-paced  services,  or  insincere 
attempts  at  sincerity.  Instead  she  asks: 

"In  our  world  where  the  stakes  are  high, 
remind  us  that  all  hope  is  not  lost.  As 
Christians  you  worship  not  at  the  time  of  the 
crucifixion,  but  Sunday  morning  at  the  res- 
urrection. Tell  us  that  the  lives  we  lead  now 


are  redeemed,  and  that  the  Church,  for  all 
her  flaws,  is  the  bearer  of  this  redemption." 

"Follow  me,"  Jesus  tells  Peter.  "Follow 
me."  m. 

Others  Dodged  Bullets  as  Teen-ager 

Died. 

We  weep.  "Feed  my  sheep,"  Jesus  says. 

Others  Dodged  Bullets. 

We  are  angry.  "Feed  my  sheep." 

As  Teen-ager  Died. 

We  soon  forget.  "Follow  me,"  Jesus  says. 

We  allow  it  to  become  just  another  fact  of 
our  violent  culture. 

We  can  never  let  that  happen.  No  matter 
how  many  times  we  read  it,  it  must  still 
shock  us.  We  can  never  get  used  to  these 
words.  For  if  we  do,  we  have  surrendered  to 
evil,  and  snatched  from  our  youth  the  one 
thing  they  need  most  —  hope. 

Hope  for  a  better  life.  Hope  for  a  safe  life. 
Hope  for  a  future.  The  hope  that  a  bullet 
took  from  Dekita  Mott.  The  hope  that  we,  a 
resurrection  people,  have  found  in  Jesus 
Christ.  The  hope  we  must  now  proclaim  to 
teen-agers  who,  during  what  should  be  a 
time  of  innocence,  attend  funerals  of  gunned 
down  friends. 

"Follow  me,"  Jesus  tells  Peter.  "Follow 


Church  can  offer  hope  to  Gen  Xers 


By  Sarah  E.  Hinlicky 


e've  never  been  proud  to 
be  Americans-our  politi- 
cal memory  stretches 
back  only  as  far  as 
Vietnam,  Watergate,  and 
Reaganomics.  Our  parents  left  religion  and, 
perhaps  not  coincidentally,  each  other  in 
unprecedented  numbers.  Failed  ideologies 
were  mother's  milk  to  us:  love  didn't  save 
the  world,  the  Age  of  Aquarius  brought  no 
peace,  sexual  liberation  -brought  us  AIDS 
and  legions  of  fatherless  children,  Marxism 
collapsed.  We  are  the  much-maligned 
Generation  X:  your  mission  is  to  get  us 
back  to  church. 

My  authority  on  this  subject  can  be  chal- 
lenged because  in  one  critical  respect  I  am 
not  part  of  the  "we"  in  what  follows.  I  do  go 
to  church  and  am  utterly  taken  with  "the 
Christian  thing."  But  I  know  a  lot  of  people 
of  my  generation  who  don't  and  aren't.  So 
I'll  presume  to  talk  about  "we"  and  "us." 

We  know  you've  tried  to  get  us  to  church. 
That's  part  of  the  problem.  Many  of  your 
appeals  have  been  carefully  calculated  for 
success,  and  that  turns  our  collective  stom- 
ach. Take  worship,  for  instance.  You  may 
think  that  fashionably  cutting-edge  liturgies 
relate  to  us  on  our  level,  but  the  fact  is,  we 
can  find  better  entertainment  elsewhere. 
The  same  goes  for  anything  else  you  term 
"contemporary."  We  see  right  through  it. 

On  the  other  hand,  you  shouldn't  be 
excessively  medieval  and  mysterious, 
either.  Mystery  works  up  to  a  point,  but  it's 


addictive,  and  once  we  get  hooked  on  it,  the 
Church  won't  be  able  to  provide  enough  to 
support  our  habit.  Then,  of  course,  there  is 
the  matter  of  telling  us  that  the  Church  pos- 
sesses the  Absolute  Truth.  Gen  Xers  doubt 
the  very  existence  of  such  Truth  with  a  cap- 
ital T.  We're  much  more  comfortable  with 
the  idea  of  a  multiplicity  of  little  truths  than 
one  single  unifying  truth.  But  even  if  uni- 
versal truth  does  exist,  we  are  extremely 
skeptical  that  you  can  possess  it. 

As  you  can  see,  Generation  Xers  are  a 
strangely  complicated  and  self-contradicto- 
ry bunch.  Torn  between  rigid  scientific 
doubt  on  the  one  hand  and  irrational 
credulity  toward  the  supernatural  on  the 
other,  we  tend  to  have  a  generalized  belief 
in  God  but  are  doubtful  of  his  personal  con- 
cern for  us. 

Our  stumbling  block  is  Christianity  pre- 
sented as  panacea.  You're  right  that  we  are 
looking  for  healing,  and  usually  in  all  the 
wrong  places.  When  we're  at  our  worst,  we 
turn  to  drugs  to  numb  the  pain,  cure  the 
boredom,  and  escape  the  nothingness  that 
haunts  our  lives.  At  our  best  we  try  alterna- 
tive medicine,  psychology,  meditation, 
yoga,  diets  and  exercise,  successful  careers, 
or  falling  in  love. 

So  you're  in  quite  a  pickle:  you  can't  tell 
us  that  the  Church  has  "the  Truth,"  and  we 
know  that  the  Church  won't  miraculously 
cure  us  of  our  misery.  What  do  you  have  left 
to  persuade  us?  One  thing:  the  story.  We  are 
story  people.  We  know  narratives,  not  ideas. 
Our  surrogate  parents  were  the  TV  and  the 
VCR.  We  treat  our  ennui  with  stories, 


because  they're  the  only  things  .that  make 
sense;  when  the  external  stories  fail,  we 
make  a  story  of  our  own  lives. 

Perhaps  the  only  thing  you  can  do,  then, 
is  to  point  us  towards  Golgotha,  a  story  that 
we  can  make  sense  of.  Show  us  the  women 
who  wept  and  loved  the  Lord  but  couldn't 
change  his  fate.  Remind  us  that  Peter,  the 
rock  of  the  Church,  denied  the  Messiah 
three  times.  Tell  us  that  Pilate  washed  his 
hands  of  the  truth,  something  we  are  often 
tempted  to  do.  Mostly,  though,  turn  us 
toward  God  hanging  on  the  cross.  That  is 
what  the  world  does  to  the  holy.  Where  the 
cities  of  God  and  Man  intersect,  there  is  a 
crucifixion.  We  recognize  this  world:  ripped 
from  the  start  by  our  parents'  divorces, 
spoiled  by  our  own  bad  choices,  threatened 
by  war  and  poverty,  pain  and  meaningless- 
ness.  Ours  is  a  world  where  inconvenient 
lives  are  aborted  and  inconvenient  loves  are 
abandoned.  We  know  all  too  well  that  we, 
too,  would  betray  the  only  one  who  could 
save  us. 

One  more  thing.  In  our  world  where  the 
stakes  are  high,  remind  us  that  all  hope  is 
not  lost.  As  Christians  you  worship  not  at 
the  time  of  the  crucifixion,  but  Sunday 
morning  at  the  resurrection.  Tell  us  that  the 
lives  we  lead  now  are  redeemed,  and  that 
the  Church,  for  all  her  flaws,  is  the  bearer  of  ] 
this  redemption. 

Sarah  E.  Hinlicky  is  an  Editorial  Assistant 
at  First  Things:  A  Monthly  Journal  of 
Religion  and  Public  Life. 


Sexuality  Dialogue:  Authority  of  Scripture 


The  1999  Diocesan  Convention  passed  a  resolution  calling  for  a  dialogue  on  human  sexuality.  Cross  Current 
is  printing  viewpoints  from  both  sides  of  the  issue.  The  essays  are  solicited  by  the  Rev.  Bill  Bradbury  and  the  Rev.  Joe  Cooper 

and  are  unedited.  Other  material  in  Cross  Current  is  subject  to  editing. 


Rev.  Pamela  Stringer 

Interim  rector 
St.  Thomas  Bath 

We,  as  Anglicans,  believe 
that  the  holy  scriptures  of  the 
Old  and  New  Testaments 
hold  all  things  necessary  to 
our  salvation.  We  believe  that 
the  canon  of  scripture  is 
inspired  writing,  revealed  to 
the  various  authors  through- 
out salvation  history  from 
God.  These  statements  of 
belief  do  not  speak  of  how 
we  are  to  interpret  the  Bible. 

As  Anglicans,  how  do  we 
recognize  and  use  the  author- 
ity of  scripture?  What  does 
the  phrase  authority  of  scrip- 
ture mean  to  us?  We  can  have 
a  view  of  scripture  that 
places  it  in  our  lives  as  a 
book  of  laws  to  be  followed. 
Or  we  can  view  the  scrip- 
tures as  the  story  of  God's 
action  in  the  world  in  rela- 
tionship to  god's  people;  an 
active  relationship  that  con- 
tinues to  provide  revelation 
to  us  as  we  live  our  lives  to 
the  cusp  of  the  21st  century. 

From  my  earliest  remem- 
brance as  a  child  attending 
Episcopal  Sunday  School 
classes,  I  was  always  taught 
to  read  the  Bible  as  truth  in 
the  broadest  sense  of  the 
world.  The  questions  to  ask 
had  to  with  what  a  specific 
text  might  tell  us  about  the 
relationship  of  the  people  in 
the  story  to  God,  and  there- 
fore our  relationship  to  God 
as  it  paralleled  the  Biblical 
story.  Various  interpretations 
I  of  scripture  passages  contin- 
ue to  enliven  my  study  of  the 
Bible  to  this  day. 

Following  an  article  last 
month  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  A.C. 
"Chip"  Marble,  if  we  view 
jthe  scriptures  as  the  sole 
authority,  we  as 
Episcopalians  have  already 


fallen  short  in  our  marriage 
canon,  which  allows  for 
divorced  persons  to  be  mar- 
ried by  the  church.  In  writing 
that  canon  we  decided  not  to 
follow  the  letter  of  the  law, 
but  rather  to  act  in  a  loving 
and  pastoral  way  toward 
members  of  the  church.  We 
allow  that  there  are  times 
when  a  relationship  dies  and 
anew  loving  relationship 
comes  into  being.  In  this  we 
are  speaking  of  heterosexual 
relationships,  yet  I  believe 
the  church  should  also  act  in 
a  loving  and  pastoral  way 
toward  relationships  of 
homosexuals  who  are  mem- 
bers of  the  church.  All  of  us 
are  not  called  to  nor  given  the 
gift  of  celibacy.  The  scrip- 
tures do  not  adequately 
address  same-gender  rela- 
tionships. Persons  of  the 
same  gender  who  live  in 
committed  loving  relation- 
ships should  be  welcomed  as 
full  and  active  members  of 
our  faith  communities. 

Faithfulness  is  a  divine 
gift  not  to  be  misused. 
Neither  is  it  a  gender-specif- 
ic gift.  We  are  called  to  be 
faithful  to  the  scriptures,  not 
to  worship  them  in  a  way  that 
allows  the  scriptures  to  block 
our  revelation  of  God,  or  at 
the  worst  to  allow  the  scrip- 
tures to  become  our  God. 

We,  as  Anglicans,  take  the 
scriptures  seriously.  From 
the  scriptures  we  receive  the 
Word  of  God  that  is  implant- 
ed in  our  hearts  and  rules  our 
lives.  Yet,  the  Word's  revela- 
tion for  us  did  not  end  with 
the  death  of  Jesus  on  the 
cross.  It  continues  through 
His  resurrection  as  we  allow 
the  living  god  to  reign  in  us 
and  reveal  to  us  how  we  are 
to  live  with  our  sisters  and 
brothers  in  Christ. 


Presiding  Bishop's  Fund  for  World  Relief 

It  was  there  for  us  after  Hurricane  Floyd. 
Let" s  not  forget  others  in  need. 
Send  donations  to; 
PO  Box  12043 


M.H.  Hood  Ellis 

St.  Paul's,  Edenton 

The  appropriate  response  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
to  homosexuality  continues  to  be  a  source  of  much 
debate  and  division.  None  of  us  is  unaffected  as  all  of 
us  have  loved  ones  who  are  homosexual.  Historically, 
the  response  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  like  that  of  soci- 
ety in  general,  fell  short  of  the  mark  in  terms  of  love 
and  how  homosexuals  were  treated.  While  no  one  can 
deny  the  need  to  correct  this  response,  we  must  not 
succumb  to  the  temptation  to  dismiss  or  revise 
Scripture  in  the  process.  Love  of  God  cannot  divorce 
the  truth  of  God.  Our  response  should  mirror  our 
Savior's  -  it  must  be  balanced,  fully  loving  yet  fully 
holy. 

When  the  Pharisees  brought  to  Christ  a  woman 
caught  in  adultery  and  asked  Christ  whether  she 
should  be  stoned  to  death  as  provided  in  Moses'  law, 
He  issued  the  challenge  (i.e.  he  who  never  sinned 
could  throw  the  first  stone)  which  dispersed  the  crowd, 
and  then  spoke  to  the  woman  (John  8:3-11)  Christ 
granted  the  woman  forgiveness,  but  his  final  words 
and  admonition  to  her  were  "go  and  do  not  sin  again." 
(RSV)  While  Christ  loved  her  as  He  loves  us,  He  did 
not  ignore,  compromise  or  rewrite  Scripture  to  justify 
or  "legitimize"  her  past  behavior.  His  response  was 
true  to  God's  fully  loving  yet  fully  holy  character. 

The  Scriptures,  in  their  entirety,  are  the  reliable, 
trustworthy,  and  canonical  witness  to  God's  self-reve- 
lation in  Jesus  Christ,  and  are  our  primary  and  decisive 
authority  in  matters  of  faith  and  morals  (Timothy  3:16- 
17;  Matthew  5:17-18).  On  the  issue  of  homosexuality, 
Scripture  is  clear.  It  is  a  sin  and  no  level  of  science, 
reason  or  dialogue  can  alter  what  Scripture  unmistak- 
ably says  on  the  issue: 

—  You  shall  not  he  with  a  male  as  with  a  woman;  it  is 
an  abomination.  Leviticus  18:22  (RSV). 

~  If  a  man  lies  with  a  male  as  with  a  woman,  both  of 
them  have  committed  an  abomination;  they  shall  be 
put  to  death,  their  blood  is  upon  them.  Leviticus.  20: 1 3 
(RSV). 

—  Therefore  God  gave  them  up  in  the  lusts  of  their 
hearts  to  impurity,  to  the  dishonoring  of  their  bodies 
among  themselves,  because  they  exchanged  the  truth 
about  God  for  a  he  and  worshiped  and  served  the  crea- 
ture rather  than  the  creator,  who  is  blessed  for  ever! 
Amen.  For  this  reason  God  gave  them  up  to  dishonor- 
able passions.  Their  women  exchanged  natural  rela- 
tions for  unnatural  and  the  men  likewise  gave  up  natu- 
ral relations  with  women  and  were  consumed  with 
passion  for  one  another,  men  committing  shameless 
acts  with  men  and  receiving  in  their  own  persons  the 
due  penalty  for  their  error.  And  since  they  did  not  see 
fit  to  acknowledge  God,  God  gave  them  up  to  a  base 
mind  and  to  improper  conduct.  Romans  1:24-28 
(RSV). 

It  was  these  scriptural  passages  and  others  (John 
8:3-11;  Mark  10:5-9)  which  lead  an  overwhelming 
majority  of  Anglican  Bishops  meeting  at  the  1998 
Lambeth  Conference  in  Canterbury,  England,  to 
declare  homosexuality  incompatible  with  Scripture 
while  at  the  same  time  calling  on  all  Anglicans  to  min- 
ister pastorally  and  sensitively  to  all  irrespective  of 
sexual  orientation  (Lambeth  Conference  Resolution 


on  Sexuality  as  reprinted  in  United  voice  (August, 
1998)  and  Episcopal  Life  (September,  1998).  This 
action  mirrors  Christ's  response  at  the  Temple  when 
the  Pharisees  brought  him  the  woman  caught  in  adul- 
tery. It  is  balanced  and  true  to  God's  fully  loving  yet 
fully  holy  character. 

If  we  reject  the  plain  testimony  of  Scripture  on  the 
issue  of  homosexuality  in  our  desire  to  be  fully  loving 
and  inclusive,  our  response  is  unbalanced  and  we  do 
so  at  our  own  peril.  Christ  clearly  embraced  the 
authority  of  Scripture  and  issued  stern  warnings  to 
those  who  would  lead  others  astray  (Matthew  5:17-19 
and  Luke  24:25-27  {Authority  of  Scripture};  Matthew. 
24:9-13  and  Luke  17:1-3  {False  Teachers}.  The 
Apostles  Peter  and  Paul  told  us  exactly  what  to  expect 
from  post-modernism,  its  suspicion  of  authority  and 
tradition  and  its  reducing  of  all  questions  of  truth  into 
matters  of  preference  and  choice: 

—  For  the  time  is  coming  when  people  will  not 
endure  sound  teaching,  but  having  itching  ears  they 
will  accumulate  for  themselves  teachers  to  suit  their 
own  liking,  and  will  turn  away  from  listening  to  the 
truth  and  wander  into  myths.  2  Timothy  4:  3-4  (RSV). 

—  But  false  prophets  also  arose  among  the  people, 
just  as  there  will  be  false  prophets  among  you,  who 
will  secretly  bring  in  destructive  heresies,  even  deny- 
ing the  Master  who  bought  them,  bringing  upon  them- 
selves swift  destruction.  And  many  will  follow  their 
licentiousness,  and  because  of  them  the  way  of  truth 
will  be  reviled.  2  Peter  2:  1-2  (RSV). 

Sin  in  all  its  wretchedness  is  the  sickness  that  has 
infected  humanity  since  creation.  None  of  us  is 
immune  as  all  have  sinned  and  fallen  short  of  God's 
glory  Romans  3:23).  The  sole  remedy  remains  the 
blood  of  Christ  (1  John  1 :7).  Undermining  the  author- 
ity of  Scripture,  ignoring  what  Scripture  says,  attempt- 
ing to  revise  or  redefine  Scripture  will  never  remove  or 
cure  sin  whether  homosexuality,  adultery,  stealing, 
lying,  or  any  other  sin. 

More  than  450  years  ago,  Martin  Luther  wrote:  "If 
I  profess  with  the  loudest  voice  and  the  clearest  expo- 
sition every  portion  of  the  truth  of  God,  except  pre- 
cisely that  little  point  which  the  world  and  devil  are  at 
the  moment  attacking,  I  am  not  confessing  Christ, 
however  boldly  I  may  be  professing  Christ.  Where  the 
battle  rages,  there  the  loyalty  of  the  soldier  proved  and 
to  be  steady  on  all  battlefields  besides  is  mere  flight 
and  disgrace  if  he  flinches  at  that  point"  (Chuck  & 
Donna  Mcllhenny  with  Frank  York,  When  the  Wicked 
Seize  a  City,  Huntington  House  Publishers,  1993,  p. 
85).  In  our  desire  to  be  fully  loving  and  correct  any 
errors  of  the  past  in  the  treatment  homosexuals,  let  us 
heed  the  call  of  Martin  Luther  and  not  "flinch"  on  the 
authority  of  Scripture  and  what  Scripture  says  on  the 
issue  of  homosexuality.  Christ  exhorted  us  to  be  the 
salt  and  fight  of  the  world  (Matthew  5:13-16.9).  Let  us 
affirm  the  authority  and  plain  teaching  of  Scripture 
and  reject  any  attempt  to  supplant  same  by  the  images, 
views,  philosophies  and  values  of  secular  culture.  In  so 
doing,  let  us  follow  Christ's  example  and  place  equal 
emphasis  on  loving  and  ministering  pastorally  and 
sensitively  to  all,  including  homosexuals,  because  all 
have  sinned.  Then  and  only  then  can  we  be  true  to 
God's  call  to  a  holy  and  fully  loving  life. 
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St.  Francis  sets 
sail  to  the  future 


Y 


By  Scott  Nunn 
Cross  Current  Editor 

ou  may  have  seen  the  sign  on  your  way  to 
Trinity  Center.  There  near  Salter  Path,  in  a 
modest  building,  sits  St.  Francis  by  the  Sea 
Episcopal  Church.  And  if  church  members 
have  their  way,  you  won't  see  that  sign  for 
much  longer.  At  least  not  in  its  current  loca- 
tion. 

St.  Francis,  which  was  formed  in  1992  in  the  home  of 
Scott  and  Libba  Shelton,  has  grown  to  more  than  50  fam- 
ilies and  plans  are  under  way  for  a  new  church  building. 

The  church  has  just  kicked  off  a  capital  fund-raising 
campaign,  Life  Raft  2000. 

Why  the  name? 

At  the  1998  diocesan  convention,  Bishop  Daniel  said 
in  his  address,  "without  the  presence  and  prodding  and 
pastoral  care  of  the  diocese,  local  congregations  may 
become  more  like  clubs  than  churches,  more  hotels  for 
saints  than  hospitals  for  sinners,  more  houseboats  than 
life  rafts." 

St.  Francis  sees  its  new  church  building  as  a  life  raft 
to  sail  the  newly  formed  church  into  the  21st  century  to 
fulfill  its  mission  of  "loving  one  another  as  Jesus  loves  us 
through  our  worship,  prayer,  Christian  education,  stew- 
ardship and  outreach." 

Life  Raft  may  seem  a  very  appropriate  image  as  the 
church  has  seen  its  efforts  to  start  its  capital  campaign 
hindered  by  hurricanes. 

Although  there  are  a  core  of  full-time  Bogue  Banks 
residents  who  attend  St.  Francis,  the  church  also  serves 
the  many  tourists  and  seasonal  residents  who  flock  to  the 
island  every  summer. 

The  church  has  already  purchased  the  land  for  the  new 
church,  which  will  be  on  the  sound  side  of  Bogue  Banks 
near  the  current  site. 

The  landscape  is  similar  to  what  we  see  at  Trinity 
Center  and,  just  as  was  the  case  at  Trinity  Center,  the 
church  is  being  careful  to  preserve  the  fragile  maritime 
forest. 

Building  will  begin  as  soon  as  enough  money  is  raised. 


Above  left,  the  future  home 
of  St.  Francis.  Above,  a  col- 
lage of  photos  celebrates  life 
at  St.  Francis.  At  left,  an 
architect's  drawing  of  the 
planned  building.  Below  left, 
capital  campaign  chairman 
Ken  Benson;  architect  Mary 
Ann  Heimsath;  and  Sally 
Benson  of  the  architectural 
committee. 
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DIOCESE  OF  EAST  CAROLINA 

Sharing  the  good  news  of  Episcopalians  in  East  Carolina 
and  keeping  the  Cross  current  in  their  lives 

DECEMBER  1999 

At  Christmas  time,  this  image  from  the  Episcopal  Migration  Ministries  reminds  us  of  these  holy  refugees.  Support  our  Refugee  Ministry.  Story  Page  3 


Flood  relief 
at  $430,000 

$337,000  has  been 
distributed  for  flood 
relief.  See  where  the 
money  helped. 
Page  12 


INSIDE  GROSS  CUR R E NT 


Discovering  the 
Post-Easter  Jesus 

Nationally  known  Jesus 
scholar  Marcus  Borg 
shared  his  views  on  the 
history  of  Jesus  with 
diocese  clergy.  Page  2 


Making  a  New  Beginning 
Page  4 


Jerusalem  at  the 
new  Millennium 

Writer  Katerina 
Whitley  explores 
the  lives  of 
Christians  in  the 
Middle  East.  6-7 
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Marcus  Borg  Lecture 
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Jesus  scholar  provides  food  for  thought 


On  Nov.  8,  clergy  members  from 
around  the  Diocese  gathered  at  St. 
Andrew's-on-the-Sound  in  Wilmington 
to  hear  Marcus  Borg. 

Distinguished  Professor  of  Religion 
and  Culture  at  Oregon  State  University, 
Dr.  Borg  has  published  ten  books, 
including  the  best-selling  Meeting  Jesus 
for  the  First  Time. 

It  is  impossible  to  listen  to  Marcus 
Borg  without  catching  some  of  his  ener- 
gy and  enthusiasm.  The  morning  sped 
by  as  clergy  listened  to  his  views  on 
faith  vs.  belief,  the  Bible,  and  the 
Church. 

Dr.  Borg  called  the  Bible,  the  Church, 
and  the  sacraments  of  the  church  lenses 
through  which  we  are  able  to  deepen  our 
relationship  with  Jesus  Christ.  The  diffi- 
culty we  fall  into,  according  to  Dr.  Borg, 
is  that  we  begin  believing  in  the  lens 
itself  instead  of  allowing  it  to  lead  us 
into  a  deeper  faith  with  the  One  who  has 
given  it  to  us. 

Dr.  Borg  reminded  the  clergy  mem- 
bers that  those  of  us  over  40  grew  up  in 
a  mind  set  that  can  be  described  with 
five  words  or  phrases: 

1.  Literalistic.  We  tended  to  see  the 
written  word  as  having  only  one  mean- 
ing. Even  though  Episcopalians  did  not 
see  themselves  as  fundamentalist,  ours 
was  only  a  softer  form  of  literalism. 

2.  Doctrinal.  We  saw  the  Christian 


WEB  PAGE  UPDATE 


The  Diocesan  Web  page 
is  up  and  and  running  at  a 
new  address  and  we  now 
have  our  own  domain  name. 
The  site  offers  standard  infor- 
mation about  the  diocese  as 
well  as  links  to  church  Web 
sites  in  our  diocese  and 
interesting  Web  sites  around 
the  nation  and  world.  We  will 
continue  to  expand  the  site 
so  please  e-mail  Cross 
Current  with  suggestions. 
The  new  address  is: 

http://www.diocese-eastcarolina.org 


Presiding  Bishop's  Fund  for 
World  Relief 

It  was  there  for  us  after 
Hurricane  Floyd. 
Send  donations  to: 

PO  Box  12043 
Newark,  N  J  ,  07101 


faith  as  doctrinal  and  creedal 

3.  Moralistic.  We  spent  a  considerable 
portion  of  our  emotional  energy  attempt- 
ing to  be  good,  but  did  not  feel  we  were 
very  good  at  being  good.  So  we  empha- 
sized sin  and  the  need  for  redemption. 

4.  Exclusive.  We  believed  that  Jesus 
was  the  only  way  to  a  real  spiritual  life. 

5.  After-life  oriented.  This  may  be 
summarized  as"  "Be  good  now  and  go  to 
heaven  later."  it  had  a  strong  emphasis 
on  'believing'. 

For  many  people  this  has  come 
undone.  In  the  first  place  we  are  more 
aware  of  the  religious  pluralism  in  our 
world.  The  exclusivity  claims  do  not 
carry  much  weight  in  today's  society. 

We  have  become  aware  of  historic 
cultural  relativity,  i.e.,  much  of  what  we 
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call  'truth'  has  been  shaped  by  the  time 
and  the  place  in  which  we  live. 

We  are  beginning  to  reclaim  some  of 
the  ancient  understanding.  Not  only  is 
God  'out  there'  but  God  is  also  'right 
here'.  We  are  beginning  to  understand 
that  the  pre-Easter  Jesus  is  a  very  differ- 
ent person  than  the  post-Easter  Christ. 
The  historical  Jesus  is  gone,  but  the 
post-Easter  Christ  is  alive  and  well.  We 
need  both,  Dr.  Borg  says.  That  is  the 
meaning  of  Incarnation,  fully  human 
and  fully  divine.  . 

The  Christian  life  is  not  about  believ- 
ing, it  is  about  relationship.  We  are 
called  to  live  in  the  tradition  in  a  way 
that  allows  it  to  have  its  way  with  us. 
And  so  we  see  the  Bible  as  true  stories 
(though  perhaps  not  factual)  which  are 
about  the  divine-human  relationship. 

The  Bible,  too,  is  incarnate  -  fully 
human  and  fully  divine,  Dr.  Borg 
explains.  The  story  of  the  Exodus  is  true 
in  every  generation.  Our  task  is  to  help 
people  move  from  pre-critical  childhood 
where  we  accept  whatever  adults  say  to 
us  as  true  to  critical  adolescence  where 
we  drop  the  tooth  fairy. 

We  cannot  remain  here,  however, 
because  it  will  lead  only  to  a  waste  land. 
So  we  strive  to  move  to  post-critical 
adulthood  where  we  again  begin  to  see 
the  truth  in  these  stories  once  more. 


CORRECTIONS 


The  names  of  the  Rev. 
Nicholas  Ibarra  and  Mrs. 
Phoebe  Griswold  were  mis- 
spelled in  the  November  Cross 
Current. 

Because  of  production  prob- 
lems, several  items  in  the 
November  Cross  Current 
ended  incomplete.  On  Page  5, 
the  information  on  flooding  at 
St.  Thomas  Windsor  should 
have  read:  "The  floor,  sub-floor 
and  heating  and  air  systems  in 
the  church  have  to  be  repaired 
or  replaced  as  well  as  flooring 
in  the  parish  hall,  which  had 
three  feet  of  water  in  it."  At  the 
bottom  of  the  page,  the  photo 
caption  should  have  read:  "The 
church  has  been  meeting  in  a 
funeral  home."  On  page  15,  a 
box  had  an  incomplete 
address  for  sending  contribu- 
tions to  The  Presiding  Bishop's 
Fund  for  World  Relief.  The 
address  is  PO  Box  12043, 
Newark,  N.J.,  07101. 
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Refugee  Ministry/A  Christmas 


Page  3 


From  left,  Muy  Win,  Mu  Mu  Aye  and  Min  Thein  came  from  Burma  to  the  United  States 
as  part  of  the  Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry.  They  live  in  New  Bern. 

A  long  journey  from  Burma 


By  Rosemarie  N.  Roper 
Refugee  Caseworker 

What  a  joyous,  happy  and 
blessed  Christmas  this  will  be  for 
Min  Thien  and  his  wife,  Mu  Mu 
Aye  as  they  celebrate  the  birth  of 
our  Lord  and  Savior  with  Min's 
cousin,  Myo  Win! 

Myo  Win  arrived  in  New  Bern 
on  October  29.  Min  and  Mu  Mu, 
a  host  of  friends,  including  the 
sponsoring  church,  St.  Paul's 
Catholic  Church,  a  number  of 
Bosnian  and  Burmese  refugees 
and  representatives  from 
Interfaith  Refugee  Ministry  were 
at  the  airport  to  greet  Myo. 

Burma  is  a  Southeast  Asia 
nation  that  gained  its  independ- 
ence from  Britain  in  1948.  From 
1958-1962  it  had  a 
Parliamentarian  government. 
Since  then  Burma  has  been  run  by 
an  army-controlled  socialist 
regime  that  has  been  accused  of 
isolating  the  country,  wrecking 
the  economy  and  repressing  its 
ethnically  diverse  people. 

A  massive  and  peaceful  "peo- 
ple power"  movement  demanded 
an  end  to  dictatorship  in  1988. 
The  Burmese  military  seized 
power  to  stop  the  democracy 
movement  with  crowds  of  peace- 
ful protesters  being  machine- 
gunned  by  the  military.  A  new 
junta  formed  in  1988. 

The  Burmese  people  suffer 
under  one  of  the  world's  most  bru- 


IN  THE  NAME  OF 
THESE  REFUGEES 


Aid  ALL  Refugees 


Through  Interest  -  Friendship  -  Gifts 


tal  and  repressive  regimes.  The 
military's  response  has  been 
intensified  abuse  with  no  expres- 
sion or  freedom  of  association  in 
Burma. 

Min  and  Myo,  both  29,  had 
finished  high  school  in  1988  and 
were  waiting  to  go  to  college 
when  the  uprising  occurred.  They 
both  joined  the  All  Burma 
Students  Democratic  Front 
(ABSDF),  which  placed  them  in 
camps  ten  and  nine  years  respec- 
tively. These  camps  were  located 
along  the  border  and  were  consid- 
ered safer  than  inland.  Min  and 
Myo  would  go  into  the  jungles 
going  from  one  village  to  another. 
Both  were  in  active  combat  with 
Myo  being  seriously  wounded. 
After  Myo  recovered  from  his 


wounds,  he  received  medical 
training  and  did  practical  medical 
care  and  treatment  at  Dr. 
Cynthia's  Clinic  in  Mae  Sot.  He 
became  a  medic  for  Democratic 
Alliance  of  Burma  (DAB)  provid- 
ing health  services  in  villages  and 
mountains.  He  was  also  in  charge 
of  a  clinic  that  taught  the  native 
people  basic  medical  and  nursing 
care.  He  left  the  camp  in 
December  of  1997  going  to 
Thailand  and  applied  to  be  a 
refugee  and  for  United  Nations 
High  Commission  for  Refugees 
protection. 

Mu  Mu  Aye  finished  school 
and  was  a  seamstress  before  going 
to  the  camps.  It  was  in  one  of 
these  camps  that  she  and  Min  met. 
They  were  married  in  1996  and 
arrived  in  New  Bern  on  July  9, 
1999. 

Min,  Mu  Mu  and  Myo  have 
settled  very  well  in  the  communi- 
ty. Min  and  Mu  Mu  began  work- 
ing shortly  after  their  arrival. 
Min,  Mu  Mu  and  Myo  are  very 
kind,  easy  going  people  and 
everyone  who  meets  them  are 
blessed  to  have  a  part  in  their 
lives. 

Christmas  is  a  family  time  of 
love,  sharing  and  caring  and 
thanking  God  for  all  the  many 
blessings  God  has  given  us  and 
the  ultimate  gift  of  His  Son.  We 
wish  Min,  Mu  Mu  and  Myo  a 
very  blessed  holiday  season! 


Blue  Ridge  Bethlehem 

By  Agnes  McDonald 

We  must  have  been  in  Bethlehem.  Softly 
From  wherever  music  comes  from,  came 
Music.  How  still  we  saw  thee  lie.  We  sang 
With  the  carol  that  braved  its  way  through 
The  patch  of  flickering  light  near  where  my  father 
Gripped  the  wheel.  This  must  have  been  Bethlehem. 
Music  from  the  car  radio  laced  us  to 
The  moonlight  world  outside  our  singing,  the  car 
Lumbering  through  snowy  fields  and  mountain 
Passes  like  a  dull  compliant  animal  scented  to 
My  grandma's  house,  our  star.  The  sleep  of  blue 
Snow-pelted  hills  was  music,  essential  harmony 
Of  every  cedar  fence  and  star  flung  apple  farm. 
It  was  Bethlehem,  the  scene  I  saw  contained 

By  a  boundless  music  box  where  music  played 
All  by  itself  what  its  own  nature  was, 
Spontaneous  and  uncomposed  reamed  out 
Of  the  world's  heart  made  audible.  And  when 
We  reached  the  house,  seer,  stern  and  yet  it  also 
Bethlehem  with  its  own  sad,  discordant  music 
Played  on  an  out  of  tune  piano  missing  keys, 
Played  on  belligerent  voices  and  night  curses 
Of  uncles  and  grandfather  sharpening  their  pain 
On  the  rasp  of  the  other.  Like  sparrows  fallen 
From  their  failures,  they  shook  the  snow  from 
Whatever  passed  for  wings  before  the  nightf ire 
Dwindled  and  was  let  die.  This  rose  to  the  roof 
Like  an  abrasion  of  cinders,  the  jagged  shadow 

Of  the  relentless  Rock.  Not  one  believed 
That  any  human  enterprise  could  bear  their  weight 
Or  weight  of  the  black  sacks  of  their  griefs 
Dragged  there  every  Christmas  to  be  emptied 
And  filled  again  before  they  headed  on  to  their  Jerusalems. 


Agnes  McDonald  is  a  member  of  Church  of  the 
Servant  in  Wilmington.  She  is  completing  her  MFA  in 
Creative  Writing. 


Page  4 


Cross  Current  /  December  1999 


HAPPENING  #34  &  SENIOR  YOUTH  EVENT 


NEW  BEGINNINGS  #24 


I 


o 


Youth 
Calendar 

Winterlight 

Dec.  27-Jan.  1 
Grades  9-12 
Kanuga 

Diocesan  Youth 
Celebration 

Jan  21-23 
Grades  7-12 
St.  Mary's  Kinston 

New  Beginnings  #25 

March  4-5 
Grades  7-9 
Trinity  Center 

Happening  #35 

March  17-19 
Grades  9-12 
Trinity  Center 

Jr.  High  Youth  Event 

April  14-16 
Grades  7-9 
Trinity  Center 


Happening  #34  was  an  eventful  and 
exciting  weekend  with  84  youth  gath- 
ered to  participate  in  the  October 
event.  David  Egleston  of  St.  James 
Wilmington  served  as  rector  and 
Jennifer  Lewis  of  St.  Stephen's 
Goldsboro  served  as  Head  Gopher. 

With  the  diocese  still  recovering 
from  Floyd,  hurricanes  were  on  every- 
one's mind.  No  one  expected  a  return 
visit  so  soon,  but  Hurricane  Irene 
showed  up  as  an  uninvited  guest  and 
cut  the  weekend  short. 

The  hurricane,  however,  did  not 
shorten  the  power  of  God's  love, 
which  was  evident  throughout  the 


"The  Diocese  of  E.C.  has 
had  its  troubles  this  year. 
NB  is  a  bridge  over  Floyd's 
troubled  waters  -  or 
anyone's,  anytime."  Written 
on  a  banner  emblazoned 
with  a  drawing  of  a  sunlit 
church  perched  above  a 
flooded  valley,  these  words 
capture  the  essence  of  New 
Beginnings  #24. 

Held  at  Trinity  Center 
November  12  -14,  New 
Beginnings  was  host  to 
participants  and  staff  mem- 
bers, including  two  partici- 
pants and  their  adviser  from 
our  companion  diocese  in 
Puerto  Rico. 

Serving  as  Shepherd 
and  Prayer,  Share,  Care 


Coordinator  respectively, 
Mike  Peterson  and  Amanda 
Fairley  worked  hard  to  pro- 
vide a  comfortable, 
welcoming  and  joy-filled 
weekend. 

Under  the  leadership  of 
the  spiritual  director,  the 
Rev.  Michael  Nation,  the 
group  ,  explored  their 
connection  with  Jesus 
Christ,  and  experienced  a 
new  understanding  of  for- 
giveness. Throughout  the 
weekend,  staff  and  partici- 
pants listened  to  talks  by 
their  peers,  joined  in  small 
group  discussions,  exam- 
ined their  relationships  with 
their  friends,  families  and 
God. 


weekend. 

The  Senior  High  Diocesan  Youth 
Event  was  held  in  late  October  at 
Trinity  Center.  More  than  90  teens 
gathered  for  the  weekend  with  the 
theme  "From  the  rising  of  the  sun  to 
its  going  down,  let  the  name  of  the 
Lord  be  praised." 

One  of  the  highlights  was  an  early 
Saturday  morning  gathering  on  the 
beach  to  sing  as  the  sun  rose  over  the 
ocean. 

On  Sunday,  banner  kites  and 
streamers  were  decorated  for  a  festive 
procession  to  Sander's  Point  for  the 
closing  Eucharist. 


2000  CAMP  TRINITY  SCHEDULE 


At  left,  New  Beginnings  Coordinators  Vicki 
and  Richard  Peterson;  Diocese  of  Puerto 
Rico  Youth 
Coordinator 
Maretzie 
Catala  and 
East  Carolina 
Youth 

Coordinator 
Carol  Taylor  are 
joined  with 
Nicholas  Traut  of  Puerto  Rico;  Michael 
Peterson  of  St.  Timothy's  Greenville;  Amanda 
Fairley  of  St.  Phillip's  Southport  and  Jamile 
Saez  of  Puerto  Rico  at  New  Beginnings. 


Session 

Days/Nights  Dates 

Rising  grade 

Explorers  I 

7/6 

May  27-June  2 

7-9 

Senior  High 

6/5 

June  4-9 

10-12 

Discoverers  I 

7/6 

June  11-17 

3-5 

Adv.  volunteers  training 

1/1 

June  18 

Adventurers 

5/4 

June  19-23 

All  ages 

Explorers  II 

8/7 

June  26-July  3 

7-9 

Discoverers  II 

7/6 

July  5-11 

4-6 

Explorers  ill 

7/6 

July  13-19 

6-8 

Discoverers  III 

7/6 

July  22-28 

4-6 

Discoverers  IV 

7/6 

July  30- Aug.  5 

4-6 

Brochures  with  applications  and  prices  will  be  distributed  in  January 


Camp  staff,  volunteers  needed 

Applications  for  2000  Camp  Trinity  staff,  coun- 
selors in  training  (CITs)  and  Adventurers  volunteers 
are  available  from  Diocesan  House  in  Kinston.  Staff 
positions  include  counselors,  and  waterfront  and  pro- 
gram staff.  CITs  serve  as  staff  assistants  for  one 
camp  session.  Positions  open  to  rising  1 1th-  and 
1 2th-graders. 

Adventurers  volunteers  serve  as  companions  to 
campers  with  mental  and  physical  disabilities. 
Positions  are  for  rising  1 1th-  and  12th-graders  and 
adults.  Male  volunteers  are  greatly  needed. 

For  more  information,  call  Carol  Taylor  or  Kim 
Bennett  at  1-888-622-4778. 
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Waiting  in  Expectation 


By  The  Rev.  Canon  C.  Phillip  Craig 
Canon  to  the  Ordinary 

The  earliest  Christian  community  expected  momentarily  the  return  of 
the  Christ.  The  passing  years  moved  the  church  into  a  stance  of  patient 
expectation.  "Live  prepared,"  they  said,  "live  your  days  fully  and  patient- 
ly and  always  in  the  awareness  of  the  immediate  possible  'coming'  of  the 
Christ." 

Yet  most  of  us  do  not  see  Advent  as  a  time  to  prepare  for  Christ's  return. 
Indeed,  if  anything,  Advent  is  viewed  by  many  as  a  rather  strange  unnatu- 
ral intrusion  into  the  celebration  of  the  birth  of  a  small  baby  -  the  savior 
child. 

How  sweet  it  is  to  cuddle  up  to  a  small  child.  However,  how  does  one 
cuddle-up  to  the  grown-up,  executed  and  resurrected  Lord  of  Life.  That 
feels  so  very  different.  So  out  of  place  with  all  the  reds  and  greens  and 
music  of  the  celebration  of  the  season.  To  cuddle-up  to  the  resurrected 
Lord  seems  harsh,  unnatural  and  difficult. 

Here  we  are  in  the  seasonal  time  of  bare  limbs,  cold  weather  and  short 
days.  We  have  seen  in  the  recent  events  surrounding  the  floods  in  East 
Carolina  the  very  best  drawn  out  of  people  and  also  the  very  worst.  Men 
walk  with  faith  in  God  and  without  faith  in  God  or  in  one  another.  Hope 
is,  for  many,  a  very  fragile  and  thin  possession.  We  all  breathe  deep  sighs 
as  we  attempt  to  recover  from  our  terrible  flood  inflicted  pain. 

Yet  our  hope  rises  to  its  highest  in  the  deepest  darkness  -  as  in  the  days 
of  Noah.  We  are  not  easily  disheartened.  We  believe  that  we  are  God's 
people  and  that  through  us  God's  light  can  shine  on  those  who  sit  in  dark- 
ness and  in  the  shadow  of  death. 

It  is  very  important  for  us  to  remember  that  it  is  "we."  Let  us  not  be 
naive  to  think  we  can  do  this  as  isolated  individuals  -  or  even  as  separated 
clusters  of  well-meaning  and  decent  people.  We  do  this  only  as  members 
of  the  Body  of  Christ.  We  are  in  a  new  community  not  a  casual  associa- 
tion of  congenial  people  tucked  away  here  and  there  in  little  parish  clus- 
ters for  our  own  edification  and  serenity.  We  are  a  NEW  COMMUNITY 
already  living  in  the  presence  of  our  King.  He  is  already  here. 

So  we  stop  and  ask  "How  do  we  remember,  in  the  midst  of  all  the  pres- 
sure to  buy  and  exchange,  that  we  are  already  bought  and  given?"  It  is  a 
common  experience  of  humans  to  seek  new  beginnings.  Advent  is  an 
opportunity  for  a  new  beginning.  As  we  go  about  the  days  that  follow  we 
can  remember  that  God  has  promised  to  meet  us.  God  is  coming  out  of 
tomorrow  into  our  today  and  when  that  happens  for  us  it  becomes  a  life- 
changing  moment.  There  is  no  "business  as  usual"  as  long  as  Christ  is 
loose  in  the  world.  And  what  makes  that  so  different  for  me  than  when  I 
was  a  small  child  is  that  now  I  do  not  need  to  remember  Jesus  as  a  baby, 
but  to  welcome  Christ  when  he  comes  -  not  once,  not  twice,  not  finally  - 
but  again  and  again  and  again.  PERHAPS  HE  WILL  COME  TO  US  THIS 
YEAR!  Alleluia!  Come  Lord  Jesus! 


How  you  react  is  key 
to  handling  stress 


Gari  Eberhardt,  RN,  MSN 
St.  Andrew's-on-the  Sound 

Stress  affects  men,  women  and  children 
differently  and  they  each  process  stress  dif- 
ferently. The  sudden,  initial,  bodily  symp- 
toms are  the  same.  But  the  outcome  of  the 
stress  reaction  depends  on  how  we  handle 
and  disperse  the  energy  that  comes  from  our 
body's  reaction  to  stress. 

These  initial  bodily  reactions  are:  a 
dulling  of  the  body's  sense  of  pain  and 
improvement  in  thinking  and  memory;  dila- 
tion of  the  pupils  of  the  eyes  for  better 
vision;  increase  intake  of  oxygen  into  the 
lungs;  conversion  of  glycogen  in  the  liver  to 
glucose  and  then  stored  fat  is  converted  into 
usable  fuel;  increase  of  oxygen  and  glucose 
in  the  bloodstream  with  an  increase  in  heart 
rate  and  blood  pressure;  secretion  of  adrena- 
line, which  is  the  fight  or  flight  hormone; 
increase  of  red  blood  cells  in  the  spleen  with 
the  increase  of  blood  to  carry  more  oxygen 
to  muscles;  cessation  of  digestion  in  the 
intestines  allowing  the  body  to  dedicate 
energy  to  the  muscles;  erection  of  body 
hairs. 

Our  ancestors  needed  these  vital  reactions 
to  help  them  cope  with  the  hardships  of  life 
and  we  need  them  during  stressful  events  in 
our  life.  The  problem  comes  with  a  chronic 
activation  of  the  stress  response.  Unrelieved, 
chronic  stress  reactions  may  harm  the 
immune  system,  brain  and  heart. 

Cortisol,  which  is  secreted  during  stress- 
ful times,  becomes  toxic  to  brain  cells,  caus- 
ing decrease  in  cognitive  ability,  an  increase 
in  fatigue,  anger  and  depression. 
Suppression  of  disease-fighting  cells  of  the 
immune  system  weakens  resistance  to  infec- 
tion; decreased  blood  flow  to  the  intestines 
leaves  the  mucous  lining  vulnerable  to 
ulcers;  and  the  elevation  in  blood  pressure 
and  heart  rate  damages  the  elasticity  of 
blood  vessels  and  puts  a  person  at  risk  for 
strokes  and  heart  disease. 

As  Stanford  psychiatrist  David  Spiegel 
puts  it,  "Living  a  stress-free  life  is  not  a  rea- 
sonable goal.  The  goal  is  to  deal  with  it 
actively  and  effectively." 

Though  that  is  easier  said  than  done,  stud- 
ies suggest  that  anyone  can  learn  to  cope  bet- 
ter. 

Researchers  have  found  that  people  who 
deal  with  stress  effectively  tend  to  focus  on 
immediate  issues  rather  than  global  ones. 
They  find  ways  to  rationalize  why  they  find 
themselves  in  their  stressful  situation.  A  par- 
ent dealing  with  a  child  dying  of  cancer  will 
focus  on  making  the  child  comfortable  rather 
than  the  death  of  the  child. 


Robert  Sapolsky  observes  in  his  book 
"Why  Zebras  Don't  Get  Ulcers:"  "  If  you 
can  view  cancer  and  Alzheimer's  disease,  the 
Holocaust  and  ethnic  cleansing  ...  in  the  con- 
text of  a  loving  plan,  that  must  constitute  the 
greatest  source  of  support  imaginable." 

So,  your  spirituality  does  have  a  calm- 
ing effect  and  will  help  you  toward  the  path 
of  serenity  instead  of  helplessness.  It  always 
helps  the  process  if  your  spirit  is  fine  tuned 
through  prayer  so  that  you  can  feel  the  love 
of  God  in  the  mist  of  stress  and  distress. 
Stress  resistant  people  tend  to  have  an  opti- 
mistic "explanatory  style". 

According  to  University  of  Pennsylvania 
psychologist  Martin  Seligman,  they  assume 
their  troubles  are  temporary.  Rather  than 
thinking  that  they  are  "all  washed  up",  they 
are  "tired  today".  Instead  of  thinking  "I  am  a 
bad  person,"  they  think  "I  have  a  bad  habit. 
Instead  of  thinking  "1  gave  a  wretched 
speech",  they  think  "That  was  a  tough  audi- 
ence". If  you  catch  yourself  leaping  to  awful 
conclusions  when  you  monitor  your 
explanatory  style,  consider  the  alternatives. 
Even  a  pessimist  can  learn  to  change  their 
explanatory  style. 

Other  methods  of  managing  stress  can  be 
taught  and  learned  by  people  who  are  having 
problems  dealing  with  stress.  Meditation, 
relaxation  exercises  and  physical  exercises 
help  to  reduce  stress.  Massage  is  also  help- 
ful. Other  options  include  yoga,  biofeed- 
back, music  therapy,  group  support,  breath- 
ing exercises. 

It  seems  that  different  management  meth- 
ods work  for  different  people.  What  they 
have  in  common  is  that  they  combat  a  feel- 
ing of  helplessness.  They  foster  a  sense  of 
control  such  as  putting  a  traumatic  experi- 
ence into  words,  calming  a  racing  heart 
through  breathing  exercises,  even  planning 
your  own  imminent  funeral  will  let  you  stop 
feeling  like  a  victim.  When  you  feel  in  con- 
trol and  are  not  in  a  victim's  position  any 
longer,  your  body  stops  treating  itself  like 
one. 

Over  the  next  several  months  I  will  dis- 
cuss the  stress  reduction  options  that  I  have 
mentioned.  But  for  now,  I  hope  your 
Holidays  will  not  be  too  stressful.  I  wish  you 
a  blessed  Christmas  in  celebration  of  our 
Lord's  birth  and  a  New  Year,  2000,  filled 
with  peace,  hope,  love  and  serenity. 

Gari  Eberhardt,  parish  nurse  at  St.  Andrews 
On-the-Sound  in  Wilmington,  is  a  registered 
nurse  and  certified  congregational  nurse. 
This  column  is  for  general  educational  pur- 
poses only.  You  should  consult  your  physi- 
cian for  specific  problems. 


PELICAN  HOUSE:  A  Quiet  House  at  Trinity  Center 

For  information  and  reservations  cal  252-222-0855 
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Discovering  the  living  stones'  of  Pi 


By  Katerina  Whitley 
Cross  Current  Correspondent 

The  Middle  East  is  attracting  the  eyes  of  the  world  these  days. 
The  move  into  the  year  2000  seems  magical  to  people  who  put 
tremendous  emphasis  on  numbers  and  on  the  apocalyptic  signs. 
In  the  millennial  and  Y2K  fervor  and  anxiety,  the  Middle  East 
and,  specifically,  Israel,  have  become  focal  points  of  expectation 
and  fear.  Christians  long  to  be  near  the  place  where  Jesus  was 
born  2000  years  ago,  and  Israelis  are  apprehensive  about  all  the 
extremists  who,  while  declaring  their  love  for  Israel,  long  for  its 
Armageddon. 

Bethlehem  is  no  longer  little  nor  lying  still  in  a  dreamless 
sleep  as  the  poet  imagined  it.  It  is  a  booming,  noisy  town  intent 
on  making  up  for  the  many  days  of  lost  revenue  when  the 
Israelis,  in  the  past,  blocked  all  entrances  and  exits  to  this  Arab 
city,  hurting  its  economy.  It  is  gearing  up  for  an  influx  of 
tourists  in  the  year  2000  with  hotels  and  restaurants  going  up  on 
its  rocky,  dusty  soil. 

Jerusalem,  the  focus  of  so  much  love  and  hate,  so  many 
dreams  and  hopes  of  Christians,  Jews,  and  Moslems,  is  thriving. 
An  exciting,  cosmopolitan  city  it  has  the  aura  of  a  town  that  is 
constantly  on  the  edge.  Arrogance,  humility,  wealth,  poverty, 
and  religious  passions  of  every  kind  and  degree  mingle  on  its 

narrow  streets 
d 


phere.  You  can  smell  the  passion  as  you  climb  on  the  stone  steps 
and  see  the  light  reflected  on  the  golden  sandstone  of  its  build- 
ings. 

And  everywhere,  everywhere,  tourists.  "What  is  it  that  you 
have  come  to  see?"  Jesus  asked  the  crowds  that  followed  Him. 
Signs  and  wonders?  What  is  it  that  people  go  to  see  in  the  land 
of  Jerusalem,  Nazareth,  Bethlehem  and  Capernaum? 

The  Israelis,  who  are  very  proud  of  the  rapid  rise  of  a  high- 
ly successful  country  in  just  half  a  century,  are  happy  to  show 
off  all  the  places  associated  with  Christianity,  because  they 
bring  in  tourists.  The  great  majority  of  the  guides  to  the 
Christian  tourist  sites  are  Israelis.  It  is  very  difficult  to  know 
what  they  feel  about  sites  holy  to  so  many  Christian  denomina- 
tions. 

The  Muslims,  Arab  citizens  of  Israel,  or  Palestinians  who  live 
in  the  now  Palestinian-controlled  Gaza  strip  and  some  areas  of 
the  West  Bank,  are  happy  to  see  the  tourists  because  in  many 
instances  they  provide  their  only  revenue.  Their  natural  Arab 
hospitality  rises  above  the  hostility  they  may  feel  toward 
American  tourists  whose  country  has  supported  Israel  so 
unequivocally  in  the  past.  So  they  are  welcoming. 

And  the  Christians?  They  too  are  Arabs.  The  only  native 
Christians  in  Israel  are  Palestinians.  This  is  something  that 
needs  to  be  said  again  and  again,  because  the  word  Palestinian 
has  taken  on  so  many  negative  and  unfair  connotations  both  in 
Israel  and  in  the  West.  The  Christians  of  Israel/Palestine  are  the 


ones  who  are  ambivalent  about  the  tourists.  For  they  are  mostly 
Christian,  these  people  who  flock  to  the  places  associated  with 
Jesus.  But  the  irony  is  that  when  they  visit  Israel,  with  a  few 
exceptions,  they  totally  ignore  the  Palestinian  Christians. 

On  this  last  winter  of  the  last  year  of  the  century,  a  small 
group  of  ecumenical  Christians  from  the  United  States  is  stand- 
ing on  a  porch  in  the  offices  of  the  International  Christian 
Committee  for  the  Relief  of  Arab  Refugees  in  Nazareth.  A 
group  of  tourists  passes  underneath,  in  the  crowded  narrow 
street.  They  are  wearing  orange  scarves  and  are  being  led  by 
someone  in  a  monk's  habit.  An  Episcopal  priest,  the  rector  of 
Christ  Church  in  Nazareth,  says  quietly.  "Oh,  yes,  we  see  many 
of  them.  They  come,  see  the  holy  sites,  and  never  say  a  word  to 
us.  They  don"t  know  we  exist."  And  that  is  the  shame  of  it;  that 
Western  Christians  deliberately  ignore  the  Christians  of  the 
I  land.  The  Palestinian  Christians  like  to  say,  "You  come  here 
to  look  at  ancient  stones;  we  want  you  to  see  the  living  stones, 
the  Christians  who  have  lived  in  Israel/Palestine  since  the  time 
of  Jesus." 

There  are  many  brilliant  Christians  —  among  them  notable 
Anglicans  like  the  Bishop  of  Jerusalem,  Riah  Abu  El-Assal; 
Canon  Nairn  Ateek,  founder  of  Sabeel;  and  the  poet  and  peace 
negotiator,  Hanan  Ashrawi  —  who  have  spoken  on  this  issue 
and  written  widely  on  the  strange  alliance  between  evangelical 
Christians  and  those  Israelis  who  want  all  Arabs  to  leave  Israel. 
The  irony  of  it  all  does  not  escape  the  Palestinians  who  have 
learned  to  endure  and  to  survive.  It  is  very  difficult  for  them  to 
see  both  secular  Israelis  and  evangelical  Christians  misunder- 
stand the  meaning  of  what  it  is  to  be  "chosen  by  God,"  and  to 
look  at  the  Creator  as  a  real  estate  agent. 

Listen  to  the  words  of  Father  Elias  Chacour,  a  Melkite  priest, 
one  of  the  great  lights  of  the  land,  well  known  in  Europe  and  in 
some  American  circles,  a  man  who  could  be  a  leader  for  both 
Palestinians  and  Israelis  if  allowed.  He  puts  time,  land,  the  word 
Palestinian  together  with  the  word  Christian  and  says  with  his 
irony  and  sharp  intelligence: 

"I  became  a  Christian  not  too  long  ago.  The  day  before  yes- 
terday Jesus  was  touring  our  villages.  (We  count  time  different- 
ly here  in  the  Middle  East.)  Jesus  was  watching  our  boys  and 
girls,  our  weddings,  our  funerals,  our  flowers,  our  trees,  our  air, 
and  He  took  all  of  that  and  made  the  parables  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Heaven.  And  whatever  you  may  think,  you  cannot  liberate  me 
from  feeling  His  presence  everywhere  here.  I  discovered  that  I 
was  not  born  a  Christian.  What  a  joy  that  was!  I  don't  know 
about  you,  but  I  was  born  a  baby,  only  a  baby,  but  with  a  birth 
certificate. 

"I  was  created  in  the  image  and  likeness  of  God.  This  is  my 
identity.  And  when  I  look  at  the  soldier  who  destroyed  my 
father's  house  in  Upper  Galilee,  I  remind  myself  that  he  was 
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honor  the  people  of  the  land  who  have  up 
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A  group  of  Palestinian  boys  takes  a  break  from  their  ballgame. 


The  view  of  Nazareth  from  St.  Margaret's  Covenant.  The  Church  of  the 
Annunciation  is  seen  at  center. 


A  closer  look  at  St.  George's  Cathedral. 
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"He  meets  His  mother."  One  of  the 
Stations  of  the  Cross  along  the  Via 
Dolorosa. 


Outside  the  Church  of  the  Nativity  in 
Bethlehem. 


Women  and  children  at  the  Middle 
East  Council  of  Churches  in  Gaza. 

For  further  reading  see  the  books  by  Father 
Elias  Chacour:  Blood  Brothers  and  We  Belong  to 
the  Land;  by  Bishop  Piah  Abu  El-Assal:  Caught  in 
Between;  by  Canon  Nairn  Stifan  Ateek:  Justice  and 
Only  Justice. 

If  you  would  like  to  know  more  about  this  sub- 
ject, to  hear  descriptions  and  see  slides,  Katerina 
Whitley  is  available  for  programs  on  the  Middle 
East  and  the  diminishing  presence  of  Christians 
there. 


Photos  by  Katerina  Whitley 
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St.  Stephen's  soup  kitchen  marks  20th  year 


Twenty-two  acolytes  and  parishioners  from  St.  George's  Lake  Landing 
traveled  to  the  Washington  National  Cathedral  in  October  for  the  annu- 
al acolyte  festival.  More  than  2,700  acolytes  participated  in  the  event, 
which  featured  a  colorful  service  as  well  as  acolyte  workshops.  The  St. 
George's  group  also  took  time  to  do  some  sightseeing. 


From  newsletters  and  submissions 

The  Community  Soup  Kitchen  of  St. 
Stephen's  Goldsboro  celebrated  the 
beginning  of  its  20th  year  of  ministry  to 
the  hungry  recently.  A  daily  average  of 
105  meals  are  served  Monday  through 
Saturday  in  the  parish  hall.  Barbara 
Barkley  serves  as  volunteer  coordinator. 
Congratulations  St.  Stephen's! 

4- 

Church  of  the  Servant  Wilmington 

will  greet  the  new  millennium  in  joy  and 
peace  with  a  New  Year's  Eve  walk  of  the 
church's  Labyrinth.  Folks  will  gather 
around  the  Labyrinth  at  10  p.m.  for  read- 
ings, prayers  and  music.  A  time  will  then 
be  made  for  walking  the  Labyrinth  and 
silent  prayer.  Holy  Communion  will  be 
celebrated  shortly  after  midnight. 

4- 

St.  Stephen's  Goldsboro  writes: 

Our  parish,  now  led  by  Joe  Herring, 
went  to  Trinity  for  a  weekend  of  sharing. 
We  learned  names,  played  some  games, 
then  sang  'round  a  campfire  of  flames, 
to  increase  for  St.  Stephen's  our  caring. 
Fired-up  Canon  Phil  Craig  shared  his 
thought 

about  the  Truth  of  the  Bible  he  taught: 
when  you  learn  about  Christ,  do  not  riot, 
first  take  time  like  St.  Paul  to  be  quiet  — 
God's  Spirit,  when  you  hear  it,  must  be 
caught. 

The  food  was  as  good  as  the  weather; 
we  hardly  even  needed  a  sweater! 
The  whole  weekend  was  fun  — 
thanks  to  Adrienne  Northington  — 
we  can't  wait  for  our  next  get-together. 

4- 

Seven  people  were  confirmed,  two 
received  and  five  re-affirmed  during 
Bishop  Daniel's  November  visit  to  St. 
Philips  Holly  Ridge,  which  also  celebrat- 
ed homecoming  on  that  day. 

4- 

St.  Peters  by  the  Sea  Swansboro  raised 
nearly  $5,000  from  its  annual  lobster  fair. 
Lobster  fairs  are  becoming  popular  in  the 
diocese  with  more  and  more  parishes  tak- 
ing a  crack  (sorry!)  at  this  successful  fund- 
raiser. 

4- 

Shirley  McWorthers,  new  assistant  at  St. 
Peter's  Washington,  was  to  be  ordained 
priest  on  Dec.  18. 


Galilee  Mission  at  Lake  Phelps  cele- 
brated its  75th  anniversary  in  October  with 
a  visit  from  Bishop  Daniel.  Galilee  is  part 
of  the  Washington-Tyrrell  Episcopal 
Ministry  along  with  St.  Andrew's 
Columbia,  Christ  Church  Creswell  and 
St.  Luke's/St.  Anne's  Roper.  WTEM  is 
under  the  direction  of  missioner  the  Rev. 
Hilary  M.  West.  Martha  Blount  Simpson 
has  served  as  Convenor. 

4- 

St.  Francis  Goldsboro  held  its  annual 
Christmas  in  the  Forest  in  November,  fea- 
turing crafts  from  selected  N.C.  artisans, 
Advent  and  Christmas  CDs  for  sale  as 
well  as  lunch  and  many  other  food  items. 
Because  of  an  oversight  by  Cross  Current, 
this  event  was  not  publicized  in  Cross 
Current.  We  apologize  for  the  omission 
and  look  forward  to  next  year's  event. 
4- 

St.  Francis  Bogue  Banks  was  able  to 
add  almost  an  acre  of  land  to  their  building 
site  after  a  generous  gift  of  land  and 
money  from  Charles  and  Jerry  Delu  and 
Ken  and  Sally  Benson.  The  new  church 
will  be  built  on  a  site  on  the  northern  edge 
of  Salter  Path,  just  south  of  Trinity  Center. 
4- 

All  Saints  Southern  Shores  is  moving 
into  its  new  church  building.  The  parish  is 
especially  excited  about  the  efforts  that 
were  made  to  make  the  building  accessible 
for  people  with  special  needs.  Look  for  an 
article  and  pictures  in  Cross  Current  soon. 


Trinity  Lumberton  held  a  joint  serv- 
ice with  St.  Mark's  Lutheran  on  Nov.  14.  . 
.  .  Trinity  had  an  unwelcome  guest  at  its 
parish  retreat  at  Trinity  Center:  Hurricane 
Irene  cut  the  weekend  a  little  short.  .  .  . 
Bishop  Daniel  confirmed  13  people  at 
Trinity  in  December. 

4- 

The  Rev.  Walton  Pettit  is  serving  as 
interim  rector  at  St.  Andrew's  on  the 
Sound,  Wilmington.  Rev.  Pettit  had  been 
serving  as  interim  at  St.  John's 
Wilmington. 

4- 

St.  John's  Wilmington  had  one  of  its 

largest  confirmation  groups  ever  on  Nov. 
10  when  Bishop  Daniel  confirmed  more 
than  40  adults  and  youth. 

4- 

The  organ  at  Church  of  the  Advent  in 
Williamston  was  damaged  in  the  floods. 
But  the  Advent  Advisor,  the  church's 
newsletter,  reports  that  organist  Adele 
Dees  has  taken  to  the  piano  and  the 
singing  goes  on! 

4- 

With  thanksgiving,  St.  Paul's  Clinton 

reported  the  last  meeting  of  its  search 
committee,  because  the  Rev.  John  Pollock 
had  accepted  the  call  as  rector.  Father 
Pollock  and  his  wife,  Mary,  were  made 
welcome  in  a  freshly  renovated  rectory. 


As  the  overflowing  St.  Timothy's 
Greenville  explores  the  possibility  of 
building  a  new  church,  they  are  trying  out 
the  parish  hall  for  one  of  their  Sunday 
services.  The  Worship  Committee  was 
able  to  make  some  modifications  that  will 
help  with  acoustics  and  music.  St. 
Timothy's  newsletter  explains:  Christ's 
Church  is  more  than  a  specific  building  or 
place.  It  is  His  people  together  in  worship, 
service  and  Love. 

4- 

The  main  Sunday  morning  service  at 
Good  Shepherd  Wilmington  for  Advent 
II  was  a  service  of  Taize  chants,  prayers 
and  readings.  The  service  was  designed  to 
offer  a  quiet,  reflective  time  of  worship 
during  a  hurried  time  of  year.  The  adult 
Sunday  School  class  prepared  for  the  serv- 
ice by  watching  a  video  documentary  on 
the  Taize  community,  which  is  in  the 
Burgundy  region  of  France.  More  infor- 
mation about  Taize  can  be  found  on  the 
Web  at  http://www.taize.fr/ 

4- 

Members  from  Christ  Church 
Elizabeth  City  journeyed  to  St.  Paul's  in 
Norfolk  for  an  Evensong  Service  of  Light 
for  All  Saint's.  Rachel  Gragson,  formerly 
of  Christ  Church,  is  now  organist  and 
choir  director  and  St.  Paul's.  The  choir 
performed  Faure's  Requiem. 

4- 

St.  Paul's  Greenville  is  still  waiting  to 
move  completely  into  its  new  building, 
which  saw  delays  because  of  the  flood.  .  . 

Historic  St.  Mark's  Wilmington  was 

featured  on  the  Old  Wilmington  by 
Candlehght  Christmas  Tour  in  December. 

4- 

Christ  Church  New  Bern  and  Bishop 
Daniel  celebrated  the  new  ministry  of  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Patricia  Thomas,  rector,  on  Dec. 
1 1 ....  In  November,  Christ  Church  wel- 
comed its  ninth  refugee  family. 

4- 

Installation  began  Dec.  6  of  the  new 
gallery  antiphonal  organ  at  St.  Paul's 
Wilmington.  The  organ,  which  will  fea- 
ture an  8-foot  festival  trumpet  rank,  can  be 
played  from  a  key  desk  in  the  gallery  or 
from  the  38-rank  Great  Organ  in  the  sanc- 
tuary. Both  organs  are  installations  of 
Goulding  &  Wood  organ  makers.  The 
antiphonal  organ  will  debut  on  Christmas 
Eve  and  will  be  dedicated  on  Jan  19. 
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Presiding  Bishop's  Fund 
plans  capital  campaign 


Meg  Hensley  and  Stella  Hondros  of  St.  John's  Fayetteville  were  part  of  the 
church's  youth  group  helping  out  at  the  Farmworker's  Ministry  in  Newton 
Grove.  Food  and  good  coats,  gloves  and  sweaters  are  still  needed. 

Diocese  makes  annual  grants 

The  Executive  Council  approved  the 
following  Creative  Christian  Stewardship 
Grants  at  a  recent  meeting.  Grants,  pro- 
posed by  deaneries,  are  made  twice  a  year: 

St.  Anne's  Jacksonville  Day  School:  $1,500  for 
computer  equipment. 

HOPE  Clinic  Oriental:  $6,000  for  medical  care 
for  the  poor. 

Medical  Support  in  Romania,  Bath:  $  1 ,500  for 
hospital  mattreeses  for  a  Romanian  hospital. 

MERCI  Clinic  New  Bern:  $6,000  for  health  care 
for  the  poor. 

Food  Bank  of  the  Albemarle,  Elizabeth  City: 
$3,000  for  new  Second  Helpings  program  in  which 
surplus  food  from  restaurants  and  other  food  service 
areas  is  collected  for  the  needy. 

The  Bargain  Box,  Wilmington:  $3,000  as  seed 
money  for  a  thrift  store  to  benefit  the  poor. 

Episcopal  Hispanic  Ministry,  Washington: 
$2,000  for  Family  Assistance  Program. 

Totsland  Preschool,  Belhaven:  $4,000  for  bi-lin- 
gual,  culturally  diverse  preschool. 

Shepherd's  Staff,  Belhaven:  $3,000  to  enlarge 
facility. 

Diocesan  Stewardship  visits 

The  primary  work  of  the  stewardship 
commission  for  this  summer  and  fall 
has  been  to  train  32  people  who  had  agreed 
to  visit  parish  vestries  in  order  to  share 
information  about  the  diocese  and  answer 
questions  vestry  member  might  have  about 
the  work  of  the  diocese. 

The  results  that  we  have  heard  about 


The  Rev.  Ron  Abrams  goes  over 
the  service  bulletin  prior  to  his 
Celebration  of  New  Ministry  as 
rector  of  St.  James  Parish  in 
Wilmington.  Rev.  Abrams  is  the  his- 
toric church's  26th  rector. 

have  been  mostly  positive.  The  vestry 
members  seemed  to  be  open  to  learning 
more  about  our  diocesan  budget  and  the 
ministries  that  we  do  as  a  diocese.  There 
are  many  areas  that  people  would  like  to 
know  more  about  and  this  will  be 
addressed  in  the  training  for  another  year. 
—  Nancy  Broadwell,  Stewardship  Chair 


St.  Mary's  Kinston 
presents  the  Boar's 
Head  and  Yule  Log 
Festival,  Sunday,  Jan. 
9,  at  3  and  5  p.m.  The 
festival  is  an  ancient 
celebration  of  the 
meaning  of  Christmas 
in  music,  dance  and 
drama.  A  banquet  fol- 
lows the  5  p.m.  show. 
Call  252-523-6146. 


From  news  service  reports 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Presiding 
Bishop's  Fund  for  World  Relief,  in  consul- 
tation with  the  Presiding  Bishop,  has 
decided  to  mount  a  major  capital  cam- 
paign. 

The  campaign  will  address  selected 
humanitarian  initiatives  worldwide.  The 
fund  was  recently  a  major  contributor  to 
the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina's  flood  relief 
effort. 

The  Fund,  founded  during  World  War 
II  to  meet  the  needs  of  European  refugees, 
will  celebrate  its  60th  anniversary  in  June 
2000. 

Former  President  and  Mrs.  Gerald  R. 
Ford  have  agreed  to  be  honorary  co-chairs 
of  this  campaign. 

Lay  celebration  of  Eucharist 
vetoed  in  Australia  diocese 

Archbishop  Harry  Goodhew  of  Sydney, 
Australia,  has  vetoed  a  recently  passed 
measure  that  would  have  allowed  lay  peo- 
ple as  well  as  priests  to  celebrate  Holy 
Communion. 

"Having  carefully  and  prayerfully 
weighed  these  matters  I  have  decided  to 
withhold  my  assent  to  the  ordinance," 
Archbishop  Goodhew  said  in  a  statement 
sent  to  members  of  the  Synod  of  the 
Diocese  of  Sydney.  "I  hope  that  members 
of  the  diocese  will  understanding  my  rea- 
soning even  if  they  cannot  share  it.  " 

The  synod  voted  two  to  one  on  October 
19  to  inaugurate  a  five-year  trial  of  lay 
presidency,  provided  the  bishop  gave  his 
approval.  Had  the  bishop  assented,  the 
Diocese  of  Sydney  —  the  largest  in 
Australia  —  would  have  been  the  first  in 
the  Anglican  Communion  to  allow  lay 
people  to  preside  at  the  Eucharist. 

Opponents  of  the  measure  at  the  synod 
meeting  said  that  such  a  move  was  a  fun- 
damental break  with  Anglican  tradition 
and  practice,  and  warned  it  could  split  the 
Australian  church  and  cut  the  Sydney  dio- 
cese off  from  Anglicanism.  One  opponent 
said  the  proposal  was  an  attack  on  the 
priesthood  itself.  But  supporters  of  the 
move  claimed  that  to  prevent  lay  people 
from  celebrating  Holy  Communion  was 
going  against  Gospel  teaching. 

7  candidates  for  election 
of  Bishop  of  North  Carolina 

The  number  of  nominees  for  Eleventh 
Bishop  of  North  Carolina  has  grown  to 
seven,  as  one  person  who  had  withdrawn 
decided  to  reenter  the  process  and  two 


more  names  were  submitted  during  the 
Nov.  1-15  period  for  extra  nominations. 

The  Rev.  Jeffrey  H.  Walker  ,  rector  of 
Christ  Church,  Greenwich,  Conn.,  was 
among  the  five  priests  chosen  for  the  final 
slate  by  the  diocesan  Committee  to  Select 
Nominees.  But  citing  family  considera- 
tions, he  withdrew  in  late  October  shortly 
after  the  Committee  announced  its  deci- 
sions. A  few  days  ago,  however,  he  asked 
that  he  be  allowed  to  rejoin  the  process. 

The  other  original  nominees  of  the 
Committee  are  the  Rev.  Canon  J.  Neil 
Alexander  ,  Professor  of  Liturgies  and 
Homiletics,  The  School  of  Theology, 
University  of  the  South,  Sewanee,  Tenn.; 
the  Rev.  Michael  B.  Curry  ,  rector  of  St. 
James'  Church,  Baltimore,  Md.;  the  Rev. 
Leslie  C.  Smith  ,  rector  of  Trinity  Church, 
Princeton,  N.J.;  and  the  Rev.  Pierre  W. 
Whalon,  rector  of  St.  Andrew's  Church 
and  School,  Ft.  Pierce,  Fla. 

Nominated  during  the  Nov.  1-15  extra 
nomination  period  were  the  Rev.  Virginia 
N.  Herring,  assistant  to  the  rector,  Holy 
Trinity,  Greensboro,  N.C.,  and  the  Rev. 
Stephen  Elkins- Williams,  rector  of 
Chapel  of  the  Cross,  Chapel  Hill,  N.C. 

The  election  will  take  place  at  the  Jan. 
27-29  convention  in  Pinehurst. 

You  bring  the  prayer  book, 
I'll  bring  the  popcorn 

The  Bishop  of  Southern  Virginia,  David 
C  Bane,  decided  to  take  action  when  he 
realized  that  the  clergy  in  his  diocese  did- 
n't know  each  other  very  well.  He  began  a 
series  of  gatherings,  called  "Noon  to  Noon 
with  the  Bishop",  to  bring  up  to  a  dozen 
clergy  together  for  an  informal  time  with 
the  Bishop  and  his  wife,  Alice. 

There  is  no  timetable  for  the  sessions, 
but  the  opportunity  is  taken  to  get  to  know 
colleagues,  share  something  of  their  life 
stories,  and  enjoy  some  good  food.  The 
following  morning,  the  participants  chat 
about  their  work  and  congregations,  and 
finish  up  with  Eucharist  and  lunch. 

"We  all  feel  more  connected  and  less 
lonely,"  says  the  Bishop,  who  intends  to 
continue  the  gatherings,  known  affection- 
ately as  "David's  Pajama  Parties",  as  long 
as  the  clergy  are  willing  to  attend. 

The  shot  not  heard  around  the  world 

The  diocesan  magazine  of  the  Diocese 
of  Port  Elizabeth  in  Africa  reports  on 
another  idea  to  mark  the  dawn  of  a  new 
millennium:  that  for  24  hours  no  guns  are 
fired  anywhere  on  Earth,  including  on  tel- 
evision. 
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Thanks,  Mike 
and  Helen  Morgan 

The  next  time  you  visit  Trinity  Center,  there's  going  to  be 
a  vital  part  missing,  and  it's  not  just  the  beach  house,  which 
was  taken  down  by  Hurricane  Floyd. 

After  nearly  a  decade,  executive  director  Mike  Morgan  is 
retiring. 

It  wasn't  the  best  of  times  at  Trinity  Center  when  Mike  took 
the  reins  —  the  center  was  losing  money,  there  were  vacan- 
cies during  the  week  when  church  groups  were  not  using  the 
facility,  and  some  people,  including  Mike,  felt  that  the  new 
center  needed  a  better  maintenance  routine  if  it  was  to 
endure  in  the  harsh  weather  environment  of  a  barrier  island. 

And  after  years  of  running  Camp  Leach  and  Camp  Ocean 
side,  running  a  full-scale  retreat  center  was  something  new 
for  the  diocese,  and  it's  understandable  that  there  was  a 
rocky  beginning. 

It  was  evident,  however,  that  despite  its  growing  pains, 
Trinity  Center  was  a  very  special  place  and  was  quickly  win- 
ning a  place  in  the  hearts  of  the  people  of  East  Carolina, 
Episcopalian  and  non-Episcopalian  alike.  This  special  place 
needed,  and  deserved,  a  special  director. 

So  after  a  candidate  for  executive  director  backed  out,  the 
Trinity  board's  search  committee  turned  to  one  of  its  own. 
Mike  was  a  retired  Marine  and  had  had  years  of  experience 
in  facilities  engineering  and  energy  management,  an  area 
that  would  prove  key  to  containing  costs  at  Trinity. 

But  Mike  brought  along  more  than  practical  skills.  He  also 
brought  along  the  vision  of  a  Trinity  Center  that  could  minis- 
ter to  the  larger  community.  Thus  the  formation  of  the  Sound 
to  Sea  environmental  education  program,  which,  along  with 
Elderhostel,  has  helped  make  Trinity  self-sufficient,  requiring 
no  funding  from  the  diocese. 

Mike  and  his  staff  know  that  Trinity  Center  is  a  place  where 
lives  can  be  changed,  whether  people  are  at  a  Cursillo  or 
Happening  weekend,  or  at  Sound  to  Sea.  The  following  is  an 
excerpt  from  a  letter  that  was  sent  to  Trinity  Center  recently.  The 
writer  is  a  Presbyterian  minister  from  Raleigh  who  was  a  chap- 
erone  while  her  daughter's  school  attended  Sound  to  Sea: 

"I  am  writing  to  thank  you  for  developing  this  wonderful 
outreach  ministry.  As  a  pastor,  I  know  that  outreach  min- 
istries which  are  not  explicitly  Christian  in  their  nature  are 
often  evaluated  periodically  as  to  their  relevance  to  the  mis- 
sion of  the  church.  I  experienced  the  implicit  nature  of  the 
gospel  throughout  the  three  days  .  .  .  The  cross  was  dis- 
played in  the  background,  silently  bearing  witness.  The 
emphasis  on  care  of  the  earth  through  this  program  spoke 
wonderfully  of  the  beauty  and  magnitude  of  God's  creation, 
as  well  as  teaching  about  stewardship  of  God's  resources 
entrusted  to  us.  This  is  an  extremely  important  message  for 
these  children.  Thank  you  for  providing  this  opportunity." 

These  words  are  an  incredible  compliment  not  only  to 
Mike  and  Helen  Morgan,  but  of  the  entire  Trinity  staff  and  the 
board  of  directors. 

Now  Mike  and  Helen,  after  a  decade-long  detour,  will 
move  back  into  their  Hampstead  retirement  home.  Trinity 
Center  will  move  forward,  a  better  place  thanks  to  their  work. 

And  in  their  retirement,  we  wish  Mike  and  Helen  the  joy 
that  they  have  helped  provide  for  so  many  of  us. 


Coming  in  January:  Announcement  of  new  Trinity  director 
and  interview  with  Mike  Morgan. 
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rinting  and  getting  the 
Cross  Current  mailed 
each  month  is  a  com- 
plicated task  and  I'd 
like  to  explain  a  little 
bit  of  the  process. 

Cross  Current  is  produced  on 
desktop  publishing  computer  equip- 
ment at  my  home  in  Wilmington 
(for  any  of  you  who  are  computer 
whizzes,  I  use  QuarkXpress  and 
Adobe  PhotoShop).  I  get  my  infor- 
mation and  photographs  from  con- 
tributions from  parishioners, 
churches,  commission  chairs,  the 
diocese  office,  stories  that  I  track 
down  myself  and  newsletters  and 
other  items  I  receive.  I  also  keep  a 
close  watch  on  the  Internet  and 
other  publications  for  world  and 
national  news  as  well  as  attending 
various  diocesan  meetings.  Of 
course,  in  this  day  and  age,  one  of 
the  main  ways  I  get  text  and  photos 
is  via  e-mail. 

I  try  to  present  both  sides  of  the  j 
issue  and  although  I  work  for  the 
diocese,  the  paper  does  not  neces- 
sarily present  the  views  of  the  bish- 
op or  diocesan  staff.  Currently,  edi- 
torials are  written  by  me  and  are  my 
opinions,  based  on  discussions  with 
people  in  the  diocese. 

I  eventually  hope  to  have  an  edi- 
torial board  that  can  help  me  form 
opinions  for  editorials.  I  will  likely 
intentionally  stay  away  from  writ- 
ing opinions  about  the  hot-button, 
divisive  issues  we  constantly  read 
about.  Letters  to  the  editor  and 
columns  with  dissenting  opinions 
are  always  welcome. 

Once  I  have  the  paper  put  togeth- 
er on  the  computer,  I  print  out  each 
page  and  proofread  it.  When  it  is  1 


ready,  it  is  transferred  electronically 
to  the  Daily  Reflector  printing  plant 
in  Greenville. 

In  Greenville,  the  information  is 
printed  out  to  large  sheets  of  film 
that  are,  in  turn,  used  to  make  metal 
printing  plates  for  the  press. 

The  press  has  two  types  of  paper. 
Sometimes  the  paper  is  printed  on 
regular  "newsprint,"  which  is  the 
basic  type  of  paper  newspapers  are 
printed  on.  On  special  occasions, 
such  as  the  November  flood  issue, 
parts  of  the  paper  are  printed  on  a 
heavier,  whiter  paper,  which  is  more 
expensive  but  offers  better  print 
quality  and  durability. 

The  press  has  four  colors  of  ink: 
cyan  (blue),  magenta  (red),  yellow, 
and  black.  When  you  see  color  pho- 
tographs, it  is  called  "four-color 
process".  To  get  the  various  shades 
and  tones  of  colors,  and  colors  other 
than  those  of  the  ink,  the  paper  runs 
through  four  sections  of  the  press, 
each  with  one  of  the  ink  colors.  A 
photograph  with  a  lot  of  green  in  it 
will  have  heavy  coats  of  blue  and 
yellow  printed  over  each  other 
There  is  no  green  ink  in  four-color 
process.  It  is  merely  an  illusion!  If 
you  look  at  a  photograph  with  a 
magnifying  glass  you  will  see  it  is 
made  up  of  tiny  dots  called  pixels. 
The  black  type,  is  of  course,  printed 
in  the  black-ink  part  of  the  press. 
Sometimes  when  the  press  is  not  in 
proper  alignment,  the  inks  in  a  color 
element  will  not  print  in  the  exact 
same  spot  each  time.  This  is  called 
being  "out  of  register,"  and  causes  a 
photograph  to  look  blurry  or  for  one 
of  the  colors  to  look  out  of  place. 

(The  production  coordinators  I 
work  with  at  the  Daily  Reflector 
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have  high  standards  for  their  work 
and  try  to  ensure  we  get  the  best 
printing  results  possible.) 

Generally,  10,000  copies  are 
printed  and  delivered  across  town  in 
Greenville  to  Carolina  Services,  the 
mailing  company.  Carolina  services 
maintains  the  Cross  Current  mail- 
ing list,  which  contains  nearly 
10,000  names.  The  paper  is  run 
through  a  machine  that  puts  on  the 
mailing  label.  Since  we  receive  a 
discount  for  sending  it  as  "bulk 
mail,"  the  papers  are  sorted  by  zip 
code  and  delivered  to  the  Post 
Office.  Since  it  is  third-class  bulk 
mail  vs.  first-class,  the  delivery  time 
varies.  We  hope  it  arrives  at  your 
house  within  2-4  days  of  being 
mailed,  but  sometimes  it  may  take 
longer.  Stacks  of  extra  copies  are 
sent  to  the  diocesan  office  and 
Trinity  Center. 

There  is  no  subscription  charge 
for  parishioners  in  the  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina.  Costs  are  covered  in 
the  diocese  budget  approved  each 
year  at  convention.  It  costs  between 
$3,500  and  $4,000  to  print  and  mail 
each  issue,  depending  on  the  size  of 
the  paper.  If  a  person,  group  or 
church  would  like  to  help  defray  the 
publishing  cost,  checks  should  be 
sent  to  Diocesan  House  and 
Kinston  and  earmarked  for  "Cross 
Current  Publication  Costs." 

It  is  a  great  pleasure  and  privilege 
to  be  the  editor  of  your  diocese 
newspaper.  If  I  can  ever  be  of  assis- 
tance to  you  or  your  parish  or  if  you 
have  suggestions,  story  ideas,  or 
complaints,  please  do  not  hesitate  to 
call  me  at  910-763-9593  or  e-mail 
me  at  crossl584@aol.com. 


As  we  near  the  end  of  the  century,  here  are  some  signs  you've 
had  too  much  of  the  '90s,  found,  of  course,  on  the  Internet. 

—  You  just  tried  to  enter  your  password  on  the  microwave. 

—  You  haven't  played  solitaire  with  a  real  deck  of  cards  in 
years. 

—  You  have  a  list  of  1 5  phone  numbers  to  reach  your  fami- 
ly of  3 

—  You  call  your  son's  beeper  to  let  him  know  it's  time  to  eat. 
He  emails  you  back  from  his  bedroom,  "What's  for  dinner?" 

—  Your  daughter  sells  Girl  Scout  Cookies  via  her  web  site. 

—  You  chat  several  times  a  day  with  a  stranger  from  South 
Africa,  but  you  haven't  spoken  with  your  next  door  neighbor 
yet  this  year. 


—  You  check  the  ingredients  on  a  can  of  chicken  noodle 
soup  to  see  if  it  contains  echinacea. 

—  You  check  your  blow  dryer  to  see  if  it's  Y2K  compliant. 

—  Your  grandmother  clogs  up  your  e-mail  inbox  asking  you 
to  send  her  a  JPEG  file  of  your  newborn  so  she  can  create  a 
screen  saver. 

—  You  pull  up  in  your  own  driveway  and  use  your  cell 
phone  to  see  if  anyone  is  home. 

—  Cleaning  up  the  dining  room  means  getting  the  fast  food 
bags  out  of  the  back  seat  of  your  car 

—  Your  reason  for  not  staying  in  touch  with  family  is  that 
they  do  not  have  e-mail  addresses. 

—  Your  idea  of  being  organized  means  multiple  colored 
post-it  notes. 
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The  1999  Diocesan  Convention  passed  a  resolution  calling  for  a  dialogue  on  human  sexuality.  Cross  Current 
is  printing  viewpoints  from  both  sides  of  the  issue.  The  essays  are  solicited  by  the  Rev.  Bill  Bradbury  and  the  Rev.  Joe  Cooper 

and  are  unedited.  Other  material  in  Cross  Current  is  subject  to  editing. 


By  John  Knelson.  M.D. 
St.  Andrew's 
Morehead  City 

"Blessing  of  same-sex  relationships" 
has  become  an  increasingly  divisive  topic 
in  the  Episcopal  Church.  Moreover,  the 
innocent-sounding  terminology  tends  to 
obscure  the  clear  teaching  of  Scripture, 
which  sets  forth  God's  intention  that  "a 
man  leave  his  father  and  his  mother  and 
cleave  to  his  wife  and  they  become  one 
flesh  (and)  be  fruitful  and  multiply. 

According  to  Webster's,  "blessing" 
connotes  veneration,  approval  and 
encouragement.  Yet  in  the  forthright  lan- 
guage of  Scripture,  sexual  relations 
between  members  of  the  same  sex  are  "an 
abomination."  As  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stephen 
Noll  observes  in  Two  Sexes,  One  Flesh: 
Why  the  Church  Cannot  Bless  Same-Sex 
Marriages,  "creation,  law  and  sacrament 
all  agree  with  the  truth  that  marriage  is  by 
god's  eternal  determination  a  two-sexes- 
in-one  flesh  union  of  a  man  and  a  woman. 
Attempts  to  undermine  or  circumvent  this 
reality  will  lead  to  personal  unhappiness 
and  social  collapse,  and  finally  will  stand 
under  the  judgment  of  God. 

Throughout  most  of  human  history 
homosexual  behavior  has  been  consid- 
ered a  perversion.  Today,  it  a  potentially 
fatal  one.  According  to  Richard 
Fitzgibbons  in  Homosexuality  and 
American  Public  Life,"  research  indicates 
that  50  percent  of  men  with  same-sex 
attractions  will  be  HIV-positive  by  age 
50,  the  majority  will  have  more  than  20 
sexual  partners  per  year,  and  less  than  9 
percent  of  those  with  same-sex  attractions 
will  have  relationships  that  last  more  than 


three  years"  While  the  church  needs  to 
minister  compassionately  to  the  gays  and 
lesbians  in  her  midst,  life  threatening 
promiscuity  is  scarcely  the  sort  of  behav- 
ior it  ought  to  sanctify  or  otherwise 
encourage. 

Though  many  insist  that  homosexuali- 
ty is  determined  at  birth,  and  therefore  is 
part  of  God's  plan,  current  research,  a 
reported  recently  in  the  journal  Science, 
fails  to  support  "the  presence  of  a  gene  of 
large  effect  influencing  sexual  orienta- 
tion." Even  if  this  were  not  the  case, 
genetics  would  be  for  the  most  part  irrel- 
evant. Alcoholism  has  a  strong  genetic 
determinant,  but  this  in  no  way  renders 
alcoholism  "innate"  or  justifies,  for  exam- 
ple, drunken  driving  or  alcohol-related 
domestic  violence.  Like  alcoholism, 
homosexuality  is  treatable,  and  the  afflict- 
ed should  not  be  encouraged  to  despair 
and  resign  themselves  to  it. 

The  first  step  in  a  truly  caring  ministry 
would  be  to  recognize  Same  Sex 
Attraction  Disorder  (SADD)  as  a  com- 
plex malady  arising  largely,  if  not  entire- 
ly, from  childhood  experiences,  especial- 
ly failure  to  bond  with  the  same-sex  par- 
ent, and  often  reinforced  by  an  adolescent 
homosexual  encounter,  most  of  all,  vic- 
tims of  the  disorder  need  to  understand 
the  very  real  possibility  of  recovery. 

Homosexuality  is  not  a  lifestyle,  but  a 
death  style  -  spiritually  and  physically.  As 
Christian,  our  call  is  not  to  "bless"  reck- 
less behavior  out  of  ignorance  or  mis- 
guided compassion,  but  to  reach  out  with 
loving  care  to  our  brothers  and  sisters 
who  are  in  physical  and  spiritual  distress. 


By  the  Rev.  Joseph  W.  Cooper 

Church  of  the  Servant 
Wilmington 

Why  is  the  church  so  afraid  to  explore 
the  possibility  of  persons  of  the  same 
sex  making  a  public  commitment  to  one 
another  and  asking  the  blessings  of  the 
church  on  that  relationship?  We  don't 
seem  to  mind  blessing  boats,  pets, 
homes,  buildings  and  things  of  all  sorts. 
Is  asking  God's  blessing  on  two  human 
beings  who  love  each  other  such  a  bad 
thing? 

I  know  many  couples  of  the  same 
sex  who  have  deeply  committed 
Christian  lives  and  contribute  much  to 
the  life  of  the  church.  There  is  no  legit- 
imate way  for  their  relationship  to  be 
recognized  by  the  church.  At  present  an 
ordained  person  in  a  committed  rela- 
tionship is  forced  to  live  a  lie  or  they 
must  turn  their  back  on  the  one  they 
love.  Lay  people  are  likewise  forced  to 
live  lives  of  falsehood.  It  would  seem  to 
me  that  being  honest  is  one  of  those 
Christian  values  that  it  is  important  to 
uphold. 

Denial  is  alive  and  well  in  the 
Church  and  is  encouraged  as  a  prefer- 
ence to  openness  and  honesty  when  it 
comes  to  sexuality  issues.  What  are  we 
saying  and  showing  to  others  about  our 
values  as  Christian  people  when  we 
encourage  such  dishonesty  as  "don't 
ask,  don't  tell". 

While  marriage  and  blessings  of 
same  sex  relationships  is  not  for  every- 
one, it  seems  something  needs  to  be 
available  to  those  who  choose  to  liturgi- 
cally  express  their  commitment  in  the 
faith  community.  We  as  Episcopalians 


are  an  open-minded  people  and  have 
always  lived  with  diversity  as  a 
strength.  I  hope  we  will  not  adapt  close- 
mindedness  on  this  important  issue 
because  it  hurts  and  rejects  many  peo- 
ple in  our  churches  and  is  a  negative 
message  to  the  world  about  the  love  of 
Christ.  This  world  needs  to  affirm  love 
whenever  and  wherever  it  occurs 
because  love  is  of  God.  There  would  be 
less  hate  crimes  if  we  spent  more  time 
discussing  how  we  might  spread  more 
love  in  our  world  rather  than  fighting 
about  how  some  love  is  right  and  some 
is  wrong  The  church  and  the  world's 
discrimination  against  gay  persons  lead 
to  violence  and  repression  and  pro- 
motes all  kinds  of  unhealthiness  in  peo- 
ple on  both  sides  of  the  issue. 

Let  us  spend  more  time  in  prayer 
asking  God  to  guide  us  into  a  broader 
and  brooder  understanding  of  the  love 
God  has  given  us  as  human  beings  and 
less  time  drawing  lines  about  who  is  in 
and  who  is  out.  God  is  more  loving  and 
caring  than  we  can  be  and  God  calls  and 
challenges  us  to  grow  in  our  humanness 
to  become  more  whole  not  narrow  and 
one  sided. 

I  do  not  believe  God  shows  partiality 
nor  is  God  in  need  of  us  to  make  deci- 
sions on  God's  behalf.  God  loves  us  all 
the  same.  Could  it  not  be  possible  that 
the  issue  of  same-sex  relationships  and 
our  response  to  persons  who  want  it  is  a 
true  test  of  how  deep  our  love  is  for 
each  other?  Do  we  believe  in  a  God  of 
grace  or  a  God  of  partiality  (gentiles  not 
Jews;  whites  not  blacks;  straights  not 
gays)?  Let  us  strive  to  love  one  another 
as  God  has  loved  us. 


Archbishop  Carey  initiates  dialogue  on  sexuality  issues 


Anglican  News  Service 

At  the  invitation  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
George  Carey,  a  group  of  bishops,  representing  a 
wide  range  of  perspectives  and  backgrounds,  met 
for  four  days  at  the  Holy  Cross  Monastery  in  West 
Park,  New  York. 

Among  those  attending  were  The  Most  Rev.  Frank 
Griswold,  Presiding  Bishop  and  Primate,  The 
Episcopal  Church,  USA;  The  Rt.  Rev.  Chilton 
Knudsen,  Bishop  of  Maine;  and  The  Rt.  Rev.  John 
Lipscomb,  Bishop  of  Southwest  Florida. 


Within  the  atmosphere  of  prayer  and  through  par- 
ticipation in  the  monastic  rhythms  of  the  Holy  Cross 
community,  the  bishops  entered  into  a  process  of 
structured  dialogue  on  homosexuality  within  the 
larger  context  of  human  sexuality. 

With  the  guidance  of  experienced  facilitators, 
trust  and  mutual  respect  grew  as  the  bishops  con- 
sidered shared  and  differing  points  of  view.  The 
process  of  dialogue  fostered  a  deep  sense  of  the 
Spirit's  presence  in  the  midst  of  diverse  convictions. 

The  consultation  demonstrated  the  great  value 
of  facilitated  dialogue.  The  experience  of  Christ  in 


each  other  during  the  four  days'  dialogue,  fostered 
great  hope  for  the  possibilities  of  similar  dialogue  in 
all  parts  of  the  Anglican  Communion.  The  experi- 
ence of  the  West  Park  consultation  called  to  mind 
words  from  the  Report  of  the  Lambeth  Conference: 
"The  challenge  to  our  Church  is  to  maintain  its 
unity  while  we  seek,  under  the  guidance  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  to  discern  the  way  of  Christ  for  the  world  today 
with  respect  to  human  sexuality.  To  do  so  will  require 
sacrifice,  trust,  and  charity  towards  one  another, 
remembering  that  ultimately  the  identity  of  each  per- 
son is  defined  in  Christ." 
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Flood  Relief 


Cross  Current  /  December  1999 


Hurricane  relief  surpasses  $430,000 


How  the  money 
has  been  distributed 

How  the  money  given  to  the 
hurricane  relief  fund  has  been 
distributed  so  far: 

St.  Thomas  Windsor  $41 ,000 

Flood  damage  to  sanctuary, 
parish  hall 

St.  Cyprians  New  Bern  $27,000 

Damage  to  rood  and  sanctuary 

San  Mateo  $50,000 

Transportation  back  to  Mexico 
and  to  Florida  for  citrus  sea- 
son; food,  clothes 

Interfaith  of  Ahoskie  $11,000 

Food,  general  relief 

St.  Augustine's  Kinston  $20,000 

General  community  relief 

Episcopal  Farmworkers 
Ministry  Newton  Grove  $45,000 

New  van,  general  relief 

Food  Bank  of  Albemarle  $30,000 

Food  for  flood  victims 

Pender  County  Board  of 
Education  $5,000 

Replace  school  books 

Kinston  Area  Recovery  $1 ,500 

Building  supplies 

Episcopal  Hispanic 
Ministries  $35,000 

Family  assistance 

Shepherd's  Staff  Belhaven 
$28,000 

Heat  and  utility  assistance, 
general  relief 

Good  Shepherd  Ministries 
Wilmington  $1,000 

Roof  damage 

Pitt  County  Relief  $2,000 

Help  for  elderly  victims 

Bishop's  Discretionary  Fund 
$5,000 

General  relief  as  other  needs 
arise 

Religious  Community 
Services  of  New  Bern  $2,000 


This  poster  by  artist  Donna  Moore  of  Church  of  the  Good 
Shepherd  Wilmington  will  be  used  to  remind  people  that 
although  the  immediate  flooding  emergency  is  over,  our  neigh- 
bors will  need  our  help  from  many  days  and  months  to  come. 
The  diocese  communications  office  will  provide  posters  and 
bulletin  inserts  periodically  to  update  parishes  on  relief  efforts. 


Repair  damaged  food  freezer 

Jones  County  Relief  $1000 

General  relief  in  Trenton 

Eagles  Wings  $5,000 

General  relief 

Wayne  County  Relief  $5,000 

General  relief 

Grifton  Relief  $18,000 

Church  repairs,  general  relief 


Duplin  County  Board  of 
Education  $2,000 

School  books  and  supplies 

Trinity  Church  Chocowinity 
$1,500 

Parishioners  made  homeless 
by  flood 

Bertie  County  $1,000 

General  relief 


Because  of  the  generosity  of  the 
people  of  the  Diocese  of  East 
Carolina  and  people  across  the 
nation,  the  diocese  hurricane  relief 
fund  has  raised  $430,000  and  so  far 
distributed  $337,000  of  relief  grants. 

Enough  was  raised  to  fulfill  all 
the  grants  requests  received  and 
money  is  left  over  for  long-term 
needs.  Each  deanery  has  been 
assigned  a  longterm  project.  Some 
of  the  highlights  of  the  relief  efforts: 

—  We  were  able  to  replace  all  the 
lost  school  books  in  Pender  and 
Duplin  counties. 

—  A  new  van  for  Episcopal 

Farmworkers  Ministry. 

—  St.  Thomas  now  has  the  entire 

amount  it  needs  to  rebuild,  with 
nearly  half  coming  from  the  diocese 
relief  fund. 

—  And  in  a  fishes  and  loaves 
story,  Food  Bank  of  the  Albemarle 
used  $15,000  to  purchase  $300,000 
worth  of  food. 

Thank  you,  everyone,  and 
thanks  be  to  God,  our  provider. 
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